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Anambra community protests naming 
of Anambra airport after Umueri
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News

By Grace Ofurum

S
outh East Amalga-
mated Market Traders 
Association SEAMA-

TA has commended the 
Enugu Electricity Distribu-
tion Company for the im-
provement in power supply 
within the south East Geo-
political zone.

The Association made 
the commendation, while 
passing a vote of  confi-
dence on the power distri-
bution company.

According to a state-
ment issued by  the head, 
cooperate communication, 
Emeka Eze and made 
available to News Echo, 
the commendation wa s 
stated in a letter addressed 
to the Chairman, Board of  
Directors, EEDC, Sir (Dr.) 
Emeka Offor, co-signed 
on behalf  of  SEAMATA, 
by its President General, 
Chief  Gozie Akudolu and 

South East traders pass vote of confidence
on EEDC for Improved power supply

Secretary General, Alex 
Okwudili.

The Association appre-
ciated the very challeng-
ing business environment 
in which EEDC has been 
operating in and expressed 
delight that despite this, the 
company has consistently 
improved on the quality of  
service to its customers.  

 “We observed that your 
company is not only faced 
with the challenges of  poor 
payment of  electricity bills, 
increasing rate of  vandal-
ism by unscrupulous ele-
ments, frequent collapse of  
the national grid, natural 
disasters that affect your 
facilities; but in spite of  all 
these, you were still able to 
tremendously improve in 
the supply of  electricity to 
all the nooks and crannies 
of  urban and rural areas 
across the South-East”

 “This remarkable im-
provement has reassured 

us, your consumers that 
24/7 power supply is 
achievable, especially with 
the support of  other mem-
bers of  the electricity value 
chain.

Though the Association 
noted that there is always 

Ebonyi journalist to represent Nigeria in
Young African Journalists’ course in Egypt
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

M
iss Nnenna Oshi-
be of  Ebonyi 
B r o a d c a s t i n g 

Corporation EBBC, has 
emerged the only Nigerian 
journalist to represent Ni-
geria in the 55th training 
course for young African 
journalists in Cairo, Egypt.

The Chairman of  NUJ 
Ebonyi State Council, 
Comrade Tony Nwizi dis-
closed this to news men in 
Abakaliki on-behalf  of  the 
National President, Chief  
Chris Isiguzo. The NUJ 
Boss charged Miss Oshibe 
to be a good ambassador 
of  the Union and Ebonyi 
state throughout the peri-
od of  the course in Egypt. 
omrade Nwizi urged her 
to endeavour to make best 
use of  the resource materi-
als and knowledge deriva-
ble from the nineteen days 
course to upgrade her pro-

fessional standard.
 “On-behalf  of  the Na-

tional President of  our 
great Union, Chief  Chris 
Isiguzo, I am glad to in-
form you that the Ebonyi 
State Council will be repre-
senting Nigeria in the 55th 
African training course 
for Young Journalists in 
Cairo, Egypt and our dear 
Miss Nnenna Ifeoma Oshi-
be will be representing us 
in that important event.” 
“I want to thank our dear 
President for giving us the 
opportunity to represent 
our Nation in this training 
course.” 

“That participation you 
will agree with me, will 
bring Ebonyi State Coun-
cil and the Ebonyi Broad-
casting Corporation to 
National and Continental 
limelight.”  “My advice to 
our representative, Miss 
Nnenna Ifeoma Oshibe is 
to attach undiluted impor-
tance to the course, give it 

room for improvement, it 
Association appealed to the 
company to not just main-
tain the attained feat but to 
surpass it order to turn out 
as the best and most effi-
cient electricity distribution 
company in the country.

It went on to assure the 
company of  its support in 
ensuring prompt payment 
of  electricity bills and pro-
tection of  its installations 
in all the markets across the 
South-East.

SEAMATA is the um-

brella Association of  trad-
ers in all markets in the five 
states of  the South-East 
geo-political zone and trad-
ers of  South-East extrac-
tion doing business in all 
the states across the feder-
ation, and in the diaspora.

her rapt attention and en-
sure she represents us well 
over there.” The training 
course which is slated to 

APC parades best candidates 
- National Vice Chair, S’East
By Ikenna Orioha

N
ational Vice 
Chairman of  the 
All Progressives 

Congress (APC) in the 
South East, Dr. Ijeomah 
Arodiogbu, says the party 
parades best candidates in 
the 2023 general elections 
in South East especially.

He mentioned that the 
party looked inwards to 
choose candidates with 
positive pedigrees, capaci-
ties and political will to be 
able to win election and 
hence deliver democratic 
gains to their people, com-
munities and states in gen-
eral for social, economic 
prosperity, relaxation and 
security.

Arodiogbu stated this 
during South East Stra-
tegic Meeting involving 
APC leader, Governor 
Hope Uzodimma, chief-
tains and candidates in 
Owerri last week. He said 
the party, being in power, 
is not going to leave any 
stone unturned to cruise to 
victory at the forthcoming 
poll.

“We want to energize 
them and support them to 
be able to win elections. 
We do not have any oth-
er business than to retain 
power at the Center, Na-
tional Assembly and State 
Houses of  Assembly in 
2023 elections. We are nei-
ther pretending nor apol-
ogizing. We have the best 

candidates in the election- 
from top to down- so, we 
are telling the electorate 
to vote massively for APC 
candidates. We know there 
is room for improvement 
base on what is on ground 
in the country.

We assure the people not 
to fret nor panic because 
they are safer with APC”, 
he said.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

I
ndigenes of  Nteje com-
munity in Oyi Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anam-

bra State have protested the 
naming of  the International 
Cargo and Passenger Air-
port, after their neighbours, 
Umueri in Anambra East 
local government area of  the 
State.

Recall that the immediate 
past governor of  Anambra 
State, Chief  Willie Obiano 
who built the airport in the 
twilight of  his administration 
named the location of  the fa-
cility Umueri, which is in the 
Anambra East Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state.

However, protesters de-
scribed as unfair decision 
by former Governor Willie 
Obiano-led administration 
to name the airport after 
Umueri, when 70 per cent of  
the land housing the airport 
was donated by their com-
munity.

Speaking during a meeting 
of  the caretaker committee 
of  Nteje Development Union 
(NDU) weekend, President 
General, Mr Chidiebele Obi-
ka called on the state gover-
nor, Prof. Chukwuma Soludo 
to quickly review the status of  
the airport, with a view to rec-
ognizing his community for 
her contributions.

He said, “You know the 
very land on which the air-
port is sitting on is 70 percent 
Nteje land. We donated 500 
hectares of  land for that pro-
ject, while Umueri donated 
400

 “They (Umueri) later pro-
tested that they no longer 
have land on which to farm, 
and after that protest, gov-
ernment gave them back 200 
hectares. 

 “Government knows this, 
and has acknowledged so by 
even paying us compensa-
tion. So, why is the airport 
bearing Umueri Airport and 
not Nteje Airport?

 “We also donated the ma-

jor expressway to the airport, 
which was not paid for be-
cause you don’t pay for roads. 
We donated over 5 kilometers 
of  roads for the dual carriage 
way, so why then can we not 
be recognized? We are tempt-
ed to ask what manner of  
politics government is playing 
with people’s property?

 “We are calling on the gov-
ernment of  Anambra State 
to do well to recognise Nteje, 
both in the siting of  the air-
port and its day to day run-
ning which we know that our 
people are also contributing 
in.”

The community also called 
on government to implement 
the recommendation of  a 
white paper made by a panel 
constituted by former gov-
ernor, Chief  Willie Obiano 
in June 2020 and headed by 
AVM Ben Chiobi (RTD).

He said the implementa-
tion, which also contained 
revocation of  all illegally sold 
landed property and stoppage 
of  any further sale would 

hold from September 10th 
to-29th, 2022 is hosted by 
Egyptian Ministry of  Infor-
mation.

Ebonyi  reopens schools Sept 12
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

E
bonyi State gov-
ernment has an-
nounced that 
all Primary and 

Secondary Schools in the 
State will reopen on Mon-
day 12th September, 2022 
for first term of  2022/2023 
Academic Session. 

The state Commission-
er for Education, Dr Sun-
day Zijl Nwangele who 
announced this in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said the 
date has become necessary 
to enable the state to imple-

ment a uniform academic 
calendar developed by the 
Ministry with inputs from 
the Faith based organiza-
tion schools and the Pri-
vate Sector represented by 
NAPPS. 

The commissioner who 
called Parents, guardians, 
PTAs, Pupils, Students, 
Teachers and the general 
public  to Comply appro -
priately to achieve an or-
derly & effective Education 
System in the state said 
that teaching and learning 
shall commence on the 
same day of  resumption.

Female students found dead in 
Ojukwu Varsity hostel
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
hree students of  
C h u k w u e m e k a 
Odumegwu Ojukwu 

University (COOU), Igbari-
am campus, Anambra State 
were on Saturday found 
dead in the hostel. A source 
identified the students as 
Obidiaso Chidera (200 level 
Political Science student), 
Mercy (200 level Pharmacy 
student) and Emmanuella 
(200 level Business Admin-
istration).

The cause of  their deaths 
was not clear as of  press 
time, but some people on 
campus suspected mur-
der, as they were locked in 
their room from outside. A 
source said, “The students 
were locked up in the apart-
ment. When we got access 
to the apartment, we found 
them lifeless with two of  
them on their beds in the 
room, while the third life-
less body was found in the 
kitchen.”

Management of  the insti-

tution, while confirming the 
incident, said the death of  
the students came as a shock 
to it. The Public Relations 
Officer of  the institution, 
Dr Harrison Madubueze, in 
a statement made available 
to Newsmen in Onitsha, on 
Saturday, said, “The univer-
sity management received 
with rude shock the news 
of  the death of  three of  our 
students. At the moment, 
the date, time and manner 
of  their death are still un-
certain.

 “However, the security 
operatives are investigat-
ing the matter and at the 
appropriate time, they will 
make the findings public.” 
Madubueze said the uni-
versity was not aware that 
any of  her students in the 
second year class and above 
were still within the Uni-
versity environment. “This 
is because the institution 
closed on Wednesday 24th 
August 2022 after the sec-
ond semester examination 
and will resume on October 
1st, 2022,” he said.



APGA on ground to win election
- Owerri Fed Rep, Assembly candidates

News

ASUU strike:  Federal Cooperative College Enugu, a
credible alternative for Nigerian students - Provost 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Provost Federal 
Cooperative College 
Oji River Enugu 

State, Dr. Owan Obodagu 
Tonica says students’ wel-
fare and upkeep are top 
priorities in the institution.  
He said the college man-
agement places so much 
premium in ensuring that 

students got the very best of  
care and attention to prop-
erly and adequately groom 
them in both character and 
learning. 

Obodagu who stated 
that the college is gradual-
ly transiting from a mono-
technic  to a polytechnic, 
noted that the institution 
is well positioned to churn 
out individuals with inno-
vative ideas on how sustain-
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able development can be 
achieved because students 
of  the institution undergo 
technical sessions in their 
respective disciplines. 

The Provost explained 
that the world of  today 
required team work and 
cooperation to enthrone a 
society with abundant eco-
nomic opportunities; hence 
he stressed the dire need 
for cooperative studies as 

credible alternatives to nur-
ture and train future indus-
trialists, entrepreneurs and 
employers of  labour that 
would help to build the na-
tion’s economy.  

The FCCO Provost noted 
that the advantages of  pass-
ing through a cooperative 
institution is too numerous 
to mention as he observed 
that cooperatives help to 
inculcate as well as instill 

Anambra police arrest hotel robbery kingpin

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

I
t was another feat of  
victory by the opera-
tives of  the Anambra 

state police as a notorious 
robbery suspect simply 
identified as Okechukwu 
was arrested including 
four others and dangerous 
WEAPONS as well as tel-
evisions, phones were re-
covered from them along 
Oko Ufuma expressway in 
Orumba North LGA

In press statement made 
available to News Echo 
through the Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu on 
Sunday noted that “Po-
lice Operatives attached to 
Oko divisional headquar-
ters acting on a credible 
information in the early 
hours of  6/9/2022 busted 
a criminal hide out, an un-
completed building along 
Oko Ufuma expressway 
in Orumba North LGA, 
arrested one Okechukwu 
Okpo ‘M’ age 24years of  
Ndobasi village, Ebonyi 
State, recovers one locally 
fabricated pistol, two live 
cartridges and three plas-
ma television”. 

“The criminal gang on 

sighting the police vehicle 
opened fire on the Oper-
atives. The Operatives re-
sponded swiftly, engaged 
the armed robbers in a gun 
battle, while other gang 
members flee the scene, 
Okechukwu was arrested”.  
“Preliminary investigations 
shows that the gang were 
responsible for over twen-
ty-five armed robbery, kid-
napping, car-snatching in-
cidents that has happened 
along Oko Ufuma, Uga, 
Amaokpala expressway, 
among others”. 

“The most recent ac-
cording to the confessional 
statement of  the suspect 
(Okechukwu) is an attack 
in a hotel on 13/8/2022 
at Ndikelionwu, were a fe-
male staff  was raped and 
the gang also made away 
with three television and 
other items. Also efforts are 
emplaced to arrest other 
fleeing gang members”.  

In another development, 
on 9/9/2022 at about 
11pm, Operatives attached 
to Neni in conjunction with 
the local security arrested 
one Chukwubike Anie-
to ‘m’ Aged 20years from 
Agulu, Chukwuemerie 
ike ‘m’ aged 36years from 
Agulu, Chidera muo ‘m ’ 
aged 25years from Neni 

the virtues of  diligence and 
self-reliance in the individ-
ual, adding that the Feder-
al Cooperative College Oji 
River does not train her stu-
dents to be job seekers but 
employers of  labour and 
wealth creators upon grad-
uation.  

He said the Federal Co-
operative College Oji River 
blazes the trail in the incul-
cation of  technical and vo-
cational skills suitable for 
both the Nigerian market 
and international markets 
because the institution has 
all the necessary facilities 
students require to excel in 
areas where they have com-
parative advantages.

The FCCO Provost who 
recently received a meritori-
ous award from the Nation-
al Association of  Nigerian 
Students (NANS) for his 
legacy projects in the col-
lege, disclosed that coun-
tries like China, Germany, 
Malaysia, Dubai and some 
other nations have lever-
aged on technical and voca-
tional skills to develop and 

and Chukwuma isreal ‘m’ 
aged 28 years all residing 
at umuezeani village Ak-
waeze, recovers one berreta 
pistol, three motorcycles, 
one axe, three matchets, 
one police belt, one sumec 
generator, thirteen differ-
ent brands of  phones and 
other incriminating items . 
Immediate search in their 
house led to the recovery 
of  the above.

On interrogation by the 
police operatives, reveals 
that the gang attacked a 
police constable, dispossess 
him of  his personal belong-
ing on 29/8/2022 along 

Umukabia Okofia village, 
Neni. Also most recently, 
the gang was caught in the 
act on 9/9/2022 in an at-
tempt to rob a lady of  her 
belonging along Okofia vil-
lage, Neni. 

The Commissioner of  
Police CP Echeng Echeng 
while charging the opera-
tives to sustain the tempo 
on weeding out the crim-
inal elements in the state, 
thereby enhancing public 
safety and peace, assures 
that the confidence repose 
on police shall not be tak-
en for granted. All suspects 
shall be charge to court on 
the conclusion of  the inves-
tigations.

Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State with the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, Hajiya 
Sadya Umar Farouq when the latter came to �ag-off an empowerment programme in Owerri, the Imo State capi-
tal...Saturday.

By Ikenna Orioha

A
s 2023 election 
comes nearer, the All 
Progressives Grand 

Alliance (APGA) candidates 
for Owerri Federal Constit-
uency, Barr. Ogueri Ehirim 
and Owerri Municipal Coun-
cil State Constituency, Hon. 
Lugard Osuji, have said that 
they stand better chances to 
win their elections because 
APGA is solidly on ground 
in Imo State including the 
entire South Geopolitical 
Zone.

They stated this while ad-
dressing the women of  Ow-
erri Municipal Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State 
during their August Women 
Meeting held at Villa Ma-
ria, Owerri, last week. Ac-

cording to Ogueri Ehirim, 
“APGA is fully on ground to 
win the 2023 poll to bail Imo 
people from political slavery 
and social, economic pover-
ty. It is a party every person 
is dreaming to be part of  be-
cause it is a political platform 
that speaks for Igbo people. 
Our victory is 100% assured. 

If  I am elected to represent 
Owerri Federal Constituen-
cy in the National Assembly, 
I will ensure effective and 
proficient representation by 
making laws that will en-
hance quality education, 
render democracy dividends 
by providing basic social 
amenities to improve lives of  
my people”.

On the other hand, the 
Owerri Municipal Coun-
cil candidate, Lugard Osu-
ji, stressed that as far as he 
is concerned politics is all 
about goodwill, promising 
that he is coming to do more 
for his constituency, describ-
ing Akajiudo Women as 
nice, lovely and responsible 
people, pointing out that the 
August Women Meeting or-
ganized by them was aimed 
at galvanizing Owerri Mu-
nicipal Council women on 
way forward for the area. 
Ogueri Ehirim and Lugard 
Osuji who begged the people 
to give them their mandate to 
enable them represent them 
fairly at those leadership ca-
pacities, swore that they will 
not disappoint them after the 
election.

Obilor Ogbonna promises sterling 
representation to Ikwuano people 
By Ikenna Orioha

H
ouse of  Represent-
atives candidate of  
All Progressives 

Congress (APC), Chief  
Obilor Ogbonna, has prom-
ised the people of  Ikwuano 
Umuahia Federal Constitu-
ency sterling and unbiased 
representation if  he is given 
mandate in the 2023 general 
election.

He stated that as landlord 
that houses Abia State Gov-

ernment, time has come for 
Ikwuano Umuahia Federal 
Constituency to regain the 
pride of  the place by voting 
in good and God fearing peo-
ple into political positions.

Ogbonna who disclosed 
this to journalists during a 
seminar organized for APC 
candidates in South East, 
held last week, in Owerri, ex-
plained that he has the capac-
ity and political will to give 
the people fair and effective 
representation at the house.

He observed that his first 
step of  legislative agenda if  
elected, would be to regain 
the pride of  the people by 
making human oriented laws 
that can strengthen develop-
ment, peace, comfort living 
and social security.

Obilor told Ikwuano 
Umuahia constituents to pre-
pare well and vote wisely as 
to liberate themselves from 
hardship and vulnerability 
caused by poor representa-
tion.

advance their economies. 
 To this end, the FCCO 

Provost stressed that the 
role of  cooperative educa-
tion in building a viable sus-
tainable economy cannot 
be overemphasized. He said 
the Federal Cooperative 
College Oji River is a credi-
ble alternative for Nigerians 
who intend to think outside 
the box especially now that 
white collar jobs are prac-
tically non-existent in the 
country. 

According to him, the 
Federal Cooperative Col-
lege Oji River Enugu State 
has the best of  hostels and 
other facilities when com-
pared to what is available in 
other institutions of  higher 
education across Nigeria.  

He said the mission and 
vision of  the school is to 
remodel Nigerian youths 
towards self-employment 
with internationally recog-
nised certificates in market-
able skills, especially where 
they have very high profi-
ciencies.

... Recover arms, machetes, motorcycles, TV, others
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Editorial

he new financial intermediary fund T(FIF) for pandemic prevention, 
preparedness, and response (PPR) 

was officially established by the FIF 
Governing Board at its inaugural meeting 
from 8-9 September 2022. 

Designed to ref lect inclusive and 
effective governance and operating 
arrangements with high standards of 
transparency and accountability; hosted by 
the World Bank with technical leadership 
from WHO

The fund will provide a dedicated stream 
of  additional, long-term financing to 
strengthen PPR capabilities in low- and 
middle-income countries and address 
critical gaps through investments and 
technical support at the national, regional, 
and global levels. The fund will draw on the 
strengths and comparative advantages of 
key institutions engaged in PPR, provide 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  s u p p o r t ,  i m p r ove 
coordination among partners, incentivize 
increased country investments, serve as a 
platform for advocacy, and help focus and 
sustain much-needed, high-level attention 
on strengthening health systems.

The first  calls  for proposals for 
investments to be funded by the FIF will 
open in November 2022.

“COVID-19 has highlighted the pressing 
need for action to build stronger health 
systems,” said World Bank Group President 
David Malpass. “Investing now will save 
lives and resources for the years to come. We 
welcome the broad support from the 
international community for this new, 
multilateral financial intermediary fund at 
the World Bank to help low- and middle-
income countries and regions become better 
prepared for global health crises and are 
pleased to have been able to proceed quickly 
in establishing the fund.”

The fund's establishment follows 
approval by the World Bank's Board of 
Directors on June 30, 2022. The World 
Bank will serve as the FIF's trustee and host 
the Secretariat, which will include technical 
staff  seconded from the World Health 
Organization (WHO). The Governing 
Board will appoint a Technical Advisory 
Panel, chaired by WHO, and comprising 
leading experts to assess and make 
recommendations to the Governing Board 
on the technical merits of proposals for 
funding,  ensur ing  l inkages  to  the 
International Health Regulations, as part of 
the broader global PPR architecture.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has been a 
seismic shock to the world, but we also 
know that the next pandemic is a matter of 
when, not if,” said WHO Director-
G e n e r a l ,  D r  T e d r o s  A d h a n o m 
Ghebreyesus. "The suffering and loss we 
have all endured will be in vain unless we 
learn the painful lessons from COVID-19 
and put in place the measures to fill critical 
gaps in the world's defences against 

epidemics and pandemics. The FIF is one of 
those key measures, and WHO looks 
forward to fulfilling its technical leadership 
role in advising the FIF Board on where to 
make the most effective investments to 
protect health, especially in low- and 
middle-income countries.”

The new fund is overseen by a Governing 
Board, which will set the overall work 
program and make funding decisions. The 
FIF's Governing Board includes equal 
representation of sovereign donors and 
p o t e n t i a l  i m p l e m e n t i n g  c o u n t r y 
governments (co-investors), as well as 
representatives from foundations and civil 
society organizations (CSOs).

The World Bank and WHO will 
intensify their work with the Governing 
Board in consultation with CSOs and other 
stakeholders, to help operationalize the 
fund and develop the FIF results framework 
and priorities in the run up to the first call 
for proposals.

FIF financing could help strengthen and 
sustain PPR capacity in areas such as 
zoonotic disease surveillance; laboratories; 
emergency communication, coordination 
and management; critical health workforce 
capacities; and community engagement. 
FIF-financed projects can also help 
strengthen PPR at the regional and global 
levels, for example, by building capacity for 
medical countermeasures. The FIF can 
support peer-to-peer learning, provide 
targeted technical assistance, and help with 
the systematic  monitoring of  PPR 
capacities.

The FIF was developed with broad 
support from members of the G20 and 
beyond. Over US$1.4 billion in financial 
commitments have already been announced 
and more are expected in the coming 
months. So far, commitments have been 
made by Australia, Canada, China, the 
European Commission, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore, 
South Africa, Spain, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United 
S ta tes,  the  B i l l  &  Mel inda  Gates 
Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and Wellcome Trust. 

It therefore apt that Nigeria taps from the 
goal of the FIF is to provide financing to 
address critical gaps in pandemic PPR to 
strengthen country capacity in areas such as 
disease surveillance, laboratory systems, 
h e a l t h  w o r k f o r c e ,  e m e r g e n c y 
communication and management, and 
community engagement. It can also help 
address gaps in strengthening regional and 
global capacity, for example, by supporting 
data sharing, regulatory harmonization, 
and capacity for coordinated development, 
procurement, distribution and deployment 
of countermeasures and essential medical 
supplies.

Expecting Nigeria taps from
World Bank's new funding
initiative for pandemic prevention
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Fire for FireOpinion

n 5 September, Kenya's 

OSupreme Court sitting 
as the final and sole 

judicial arbiter of  presidential 
election disputes in the country, 
c e r t i f i e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  
incumbent Deputy President, 
William Samoei Ruto, as the 
lawful winner of  the presidential 
election conducted the previous 
month on 8th August.

When he is sworn in on 13 
September, Ruto will become 
t h e  f i f t h  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
Independent Kenya, the second 
ethnic Kalenjin after the late 
Daniel Arap Moi to hold the 
office. He will also be the second 
f o r m e r  i n d i c t e e  o f  t h e 
International Criminal Court 
(ICC) to be installed in the 
position in succession to his 
current boss, Uhuru Kenyatta, 
both tried unsuccessfully by the 
court in connection with the 
post-election violence (PEV) 
that followed Kenya's 2007 
presidential elections.

Ruto's journey from ICC 
indictee and out-of-favour 
D e p u t y  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e 
presidency is a testament to the 
ruthlessness of  his political 
talents. The improbable story of  
how a man with a record of  over 
“30-year involvement in the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of  
Kenya's politics, still managed to 
spin a winning legend of  'hustler 
vs. dynasty'” will be studied by 
students of  political branding 
and communications for a long 
time.

Kenya's election was not the 
only significant presidential 
contest in Africa this year. Two 
weeks after that event, on 24 
August, Angolans also went to 
the polls to elect a president. At 
the end of  balloting, the ruling 
Peoples' Movement for the 
Liberation of  Angola (MPLA), 
P a r t y  o f  G e n e r a l  J o a o 
Lourenco,  the  incumbent 
president,  was announced 
winner, polling 51% of  the vote 
to 44% by the opposit ion 
National Union for the Total 
Inde pendence  o f  Ango la 
(UNITA). Three days after 
Ke n y a ' s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t 
affirmed the results in Nairobi, 
Angola's Constitutional Court 
similarly rejected UNITA's 
challenge to the outcome of  the 
presidential  e lect ion,  and 
certified the election of  the 
incumbent as duly returned.

The election in Kenya was, 
however, the most consequential 
ballot on the continent this year 
for many reasons. Kenya is a 
regional anchor in East Africa, 

with considerable strategic and 
diplomatic heft beyond the 
region. It is closely involved in 
seeking and bringing stability to 
a fragile region. Kenya's model 
of  constitutional reforms in the 
aftermath of  the 2007-2008 PEV 
is also an inspiration beyond its 
borders.

The outcome was close. 
Raila Odinga, the leader of  the 
Azimio Coalition, whom Ruto 
beat to the prize, lost with a mere 
233,211 votes out of  14,212,995 
cast but could have sent the 
election into a run-off  or second 
round with just 70,000 votes, to 
deny Ruto the constitutional 
threshold of  50%+1.

Beyond these numbers, 
however, the outcome in Kenya 
is also another significant 
chapter in how the ICC has 
become a factor – acknowledged 
or not – in African politics. 
W h e n  h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
inauguration of  President 
Uhuru Kenyatta in 2013 (with 
Ruto as Deputy President), 
Uganda's President Yoweri 
Museveni famously declaimed 
against un-named Western 
powers whom he said were  
“now using it [the ICC] to install 
leaders of  their choice in Africa 
and eliminate the ones they do 
not like.” At the time, Uhuru 
and Ruto faced ICC pending 

processes in connection with the 
PEV.

In 2015, the case against 
Kenyatta collapsed, leading to 
his discharge and paving the way 
for his re-election as president 
two years later. In the trial of  
Ruto “16 of  the 42 prosecution 
witnesses stopped co-operating 
with the court and refused to 
testify because of  threats, 
int imidat ion,  and fear  of  
reprisals. Several other witnesses 
a d m i t t e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r 
testimonies to have told lies to 
the prosecutors in return for 
money.” The case was frustrated 
by witness tampering and 
intimidation. The court could 
not acquit Ruto nor could it find 
him guilty.

If  the trial was an effort 
master-minded by anyone to 
dim their political prospects, the 
o p p o s i t e  s e e m s  t o  h av e 
occurred. Far from bearing out 
President Museveni's thesis, the 
trial of  Uhuru Kenyatta and 
William Ruto appeared to have 
injected Steroids into their 
political careers.

But Kenya is not the only 
place where the ICC was 
accused  o f  in t e r na t iona l 
insertion into domestic politics 
under the guise of  prosecutorial 
action for accountability. When 
the ICC's appeals chamber 

acquitted former DRC Vice-
President, Jean-Pierre Bemba, 
of  all charges in 2018, it was said 
that the judgment was “a 
political decision aimed at 
threatening the acting DRC 
President, Joseph Désiré Kabila, 
who is not in a hurry to organise 
free and fair elections and leave 
power.” One commentator 
queried: “Could the ICC have 
been manipulated by those who 
uphold prescriptive democratic 
idea l s  and  who  have  the 
necessary power to impose 
'democracy'  in developing 
c o u n t r i e s ?  T h e  p o s s i b l e 
manipulation of  the ICC could 
have led to Bemba's freedom.”

Following the indictment of  
Sudan's former President, Omar 
Al-Bashir by the same court in 
2 0 0 9 ,  a n o t h e r  o b s e r v e r 
described an “imbroglio of  
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  j u s t i c e 
considerations”, in which, it 
seems the politics always wins 
out. In Sudan, some would 
argue, the ICC did not have a 
realistic means to bring Bashir to 
trial but used the indictment as 
strategic leverage on such other 
issues as the independence of  
South Sudan and support for 
international terrorism.

The absence of  a smoking 
gun to anchor these claims has 
not necessarily stopped them 
from flourishing. What cannot 
be disputed is the fact that the 
footprint of  the ICC in Africa 
has had far reaching political 
consequences in a continent in 
which the court has not always 
been remarkable for its political 
acuity or sense of  timing.

The impact of  the ICC in 
Kenya will be a matter of  
considerable speculation well 
into the foreseeable future. The 
background does bear a brief  
reprise.

On 27 December, 2007, 
Kenyans went to the polls to 
elect a president. Three days 
later, on 30 December, the 
Electoral Commission of  Kenya 
(ECK), in the middle of  the 
night, announced President 
Mwai Kibaki of  the Party of  
National Unity (PNU) as duly 
elected with 46.42% of  the votes, 
ahead of  Raila Odinga, of  the 
Orange Democratic Movement 
(ODM) to whom it gave 44.07%. 
He was hurriedly sworn in. 
M e a n w h i l e ,  i n  t h e 
parliamentary vote which took 
place with the presidential 
ballot, the ODM won 99 of  the 
208 seats on offer with 30.83% 
of  the votes, beating out the 
PNU slate, which ended up with 
43 seats from 20.89% of  the 

votes cast.
Thereafter, as reported by 

the  New York  Times  the 
following day, “[i]t took all of  
about 15 minutes…. for the 
country to explode.”

According to an initial 
assessment issued by the Office 
of  the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights at the United 
Nations following a mission in 
February 2008, “more than 
1,200 Kenyans were reported 
killed, thousands more injured, 
over 300,000 people displaced 
and around 42,000 houses and 
many businesses were looted or 
destroyed. A significant number 
of  cases of  sexual violence were 
also reported.”

It  took a plurinational 
mediation led by former United 
Nations Secretary-General, 
Kofi Anan, to stem the violence.

T h e  p o w e r - s h a r i n g 
government instituted at the end 
of  the mediation under the 
N a t i o n a l  A c c o r d  a n d 
Reconciliation Act established a 
hybrid international judicial 
commission of  inquiry into the 
violence. The three-person 
commission headed by Philip 
Waki, a judge of  Kenya's Court 
of  Appeal made two important 
findings. First, it found that 
“armed militias, most of  whom 
developed as a result of  the 
1990s ethnic clashes, were never 
de-mobilized [and] led to the 
ease with which political and 
business leaders reactivated 
them for the 2007 post-election 
violence.” Second, it concluded 
that the PEV was “a result of  
planning and organization in 
other areas, often with the 
involvement of  politicians and 
business leaders.” Instead of  
paying a price, it seems those 
“pol i t ic ians  and bus iness 
leaders” flourished.

Some people will argue that 
the outcome of  the ICC process 
in Kenya has been salutary. For 
proof, they may call attention to 
the fact that as close as this 2022 
ba l lo t  was,  there  was  no 
violence. That is one way of  
looking at it. It has taught the 
voters  to  avoid dying for 
politicians. They have nowhere 
to run to or hide.

It is well possible that the 
would-be president who has 
prevailed over every prosecutor 
and politician arrayed against 
him will, in office, overcome his 
p r ove n a n c e  a n d  p l u n d e r 
greatness from the jaws of  
infamy. That would be an ending 
fit for a Hollywood script.
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As former ICC indictee, William Ruto,
becomes president...
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

Ruto
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Ebonyi PDP crisis:  Two camps disagree over NEC’s 
ratification of governorship candidates’ list
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he decision of  the 
National Executive 
Council to ratify the 

governorship candidates of  
the party as earlier submitted 
to the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission(I-
NEC) has sparked another 
round of  bickering between 
the two camps battling for 
control of  the party in Ebonyi 
state.

This is as the two aspirants 
battling for the governorship 
candidature of  the party, Sen-
ator Obinna Ogba and Dr 
Ifeanyichukwu Odii had dis-
agreed on the implication of  
the decision.

The party had in a com-
munique issued at the end 
of  its 97th NEC meeting on 
Thursday at the National Sec-
retariat, Wadata Plaza Abuja 
announced the ratification of  
the list of  candidates submit-
ted to INEC by the National 

Working Committee of  the 
party.

The communique signed 
by the party’s National Pub-
licity Secretary, Debo Ologu-
nagba also congratulated the 
candidates of  the party on 
their emergence.

“NEC unanimously rati-
fied the list of  candidates of  
the PDP as submitted to the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) by 
the NWC.

“NEC also congratulated 
all the Governorship, Senato-
rial, House of  Representatives 
and State House of  Assembly 
Candidates of  the PDP for 
their emergence as flagbear-
ers of  our Party at various lev-
els”, the communique said.

Odii, who emerged from 
the 29th May primary of  
the party hailed the deci-
sion while Sen Ogba, who 
emerged from the June 5 pri-
mary argued that the decision 
is not applicable to the Ebonyi 
State situtaion which is still a 

subject of  court litigation.
Reacting to the NEC’s de-

cision, Mr Silas Onu, a chief-
tain of  the party and staunch 
supporter of  Mr Odii said the 
decision has confirmed Mr 
Odii as the authentic gover-
norship candidate of  the par-
ty.

He noted that Mr Odii is 
the candidate whose name 
was displayed by INEC last 
month as the party’s candi-
date adding that time for sub-
stitution has since passed.

He said: “By the decision 
of  NEC yesterday the 8th of  
September, 2022, it is abun-
dantly clear that the party 
has decided to work with the 
primary of  28 & 29 of  May, 
2022. 

“Needless to state that the 
names submitted to the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) by the 
NWC are those of  the prima-
ries conducted on 28th and 
29th of  May, 2022. 

“For the purpose of  further 
emphasis, May I, once again, 
refer to a holding in the court 
of  appeal decision in the ap-
peal by Sen. Joseph Obinna 
Ogba delivered on 1st Sep-
tember, 2022 to the effect that 
neither the Court nor INEC 
can decide a candidate for the 
political party. So, the PDP 
has decided and very clearly 
too”. 

Mr  Onu further noted that 
by virtue of  Section 31 (3) of  
the PDP constitution, 2017 
(as amended), the decision of  
the National Executive Com-
mittee is binding on all organs 
and members of  the Party.

“As earlier held by my hum-
ble self, the window is already 
firmly closed against any po-

litical party to substitute the 
names already submitted to 
INEC for the 2023 elections.

“Only a specific Order by a 
Court of  competent jurisdic-
tion acting on an action duly 
filed within the constitutional 
timeframe of  14 days after 
the cause of  action arose, can 
alter the state of  the names 
already submitted and such 
an order must be directed at 
INEC, not PDP - PDP is al-
ready functus officio on this 
matter”.

Mr Onu while congratulat-
ing Mr Odii, urged all those 
who participated in the un-
lawful primaries of  4th and 
5th June, 2022 to realize that 
the ship has sailed and find a 
new path to pursue, political-
ly.  

“This issue is already over 

Dilapidated roofs in Abia school being removed.

and it is in the interest of  their 
mental and physical health 
for each of  them to face reali-
ty and quit acts of  self  decep-
tion”, he added.

But Senator Ogba’s camp in 
a reaction disagreed with Mr 
Onu arguing that the court 
will have the final say on the 
matter. Ogba in a statement 
by his Media Aide, Godfrey 
Chikwere argued that cases 
before courts of  competent ju-
risdiction are not part of  those 
ratified by the NEC.

“Those celebrating NEC 
ratification of  candidates 
across the country and they 
have pending court judge-
ment fixed at the apex court 
for hearing and possible 
judgement on 14th September 
are like the proverbial man 
who is busy chasing rats while 

his house is engulfed by fire.
“PDP in Ebonyi and at the 

national level handed over 
her power to court concern-
ing Ebonyi, Kano, Ogun and 
Delta State and court will give 
them direction soon”. 

“On 14th, September 2022, 
less than seven days from to-
day, the Supreme Court will 
decide for PDP who is their 
authentic candidate in Eb-
onyi between Ogba and Odii. 

“Until the Supreme Court 
gives judgment every other 
thing you are doing including 
celebrating yesterday’s NEC 
meeting is simply playing 
with your emotion and blood 
pressure. “Only a fool, no 
matter how learned the fool 
maybe makes jest of  a matter 
pending at our revered Su-
preme Court”, he said. 

NEPC trains non-oil exporters in S’East 
on digital marketing 

T
he Nigeria Export 
Promotion Council 
(NEPC) says it has 

trained at least 50 non-oil ex-
porters in the South-East on 
digital marketing.

Mrs Salamatu Audi from 
the Policy and Strategy De-
partment of  the council said 
this on Friday during the 
e-Commerce training for the 
zone in Enugu.

Audi said that the training 
was to assist the exporters to 
effectively use the e-Com-
merce platform of  the coun-
cil.

She said that the training 
was organised by NEPC in 
collaboration with the Na-
tional Information Technol-
ogy Development Agency 
(NITDA).

She said that it had be-
come expedient for exporters 
to facilitate their businesses 

via digital marketing because 
of  the high rate of  insecurity 
and dwindling economy.

According to Audi, digital 
marketing gives people the 
opportunity to access free 
online portal.

It also helps to provide ex-
porters the platform to have a 
“Domain Name” to market 
their products.

 “Before now, our export-
ers could not do much in 
marketing their products 
because of  the distance and 
cost involved.

 “To break barriers in busi-
ness, you need to be techno-
logically savvy and have on-
line shops.”

Audi said that under the 
digital age, the physical 
shops were no longer enough 
to participate in the global 
market.

 “So, we are collaborating 
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with NITDA to train Small 
and Medium Enterprises op-
erators,” she said .

She said that the partici-
pants “had already reason-
ably built their capacities in 
the global market”.

She said that they would 
be given free personal do-
main names, where they 
would market their products 
for one year.

Also, the South-East Re-
gional Coordinator of  the 
council, Mr Arnold Jackson, 
said that the training was to 
help the participants show-
case their products in the 
global market.

Jackson said that e-Com-
merce had revolutionised 
global trade and t LLPhat 
people need not phisically 
move their products about 
before selling them.

 “We want to expose ex-

porters in the zone to e-Com-
merce platforms with a view 
to ensuring that they sell their 
products via the internet.

 “With the current reality 
in the country, the best thing 
to do is to go digital but cer-
tain parameters must be put 
in place to be able to sell on 
that platform,” Jackson said.

Also, an official of  NEPC, 
Mr Tony Olenloa, said that 
non-oil exports had become 
the only viable means of  sur-
vival for the country.

Olenloa said that as part 
of  its services, NEPC had 
helped exporters to withstand 
global competition.

A representative of  NIT-
DA, Mr. Oguntade Adeseye, 
said that digital marketing 
had helped companies create 
value for their customers and 
build strong customer rela-
tionship.

Humanitarian Affairs Minister
rolls out Enterprise Empowerment 
Programme in Imo
By Jennifer John 

T
he Minister of  Hu-
manitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management 

and Social Development 
Sadiya Umar Farouq, Satur-
day, launched the Govern-
ment Enterprise Empower-
ment Programme (GEEP 
2.0) in Imo State.
Rolling out the National 
phase of  the programme at 
the Concorde Hotel Owerri, 
Imo  state,
Farouq presented cheques to 
some peasant farmers and 
petty business women in the 
state who are enrolled into 
the programme.
She said the interest-free loan 
to beneficiaries was in line 
with President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s avowed commit-
ment to fight poverty and its 
devastating impact from all 
angles.
 “The Government Enter-
prise and Empowerment 
Programme (GEEP) is a 
programme designed by 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration to create 
further opportunities for the 
poor, vulnerable and low-in-
come Nigerians, especially 
those who are involved in vi-
able informal productive ac-
tivities, with limited financial 
requirements, but have never 
had access to loans from the 
formal financial sector. 
 “It is meant to give priority 
to the most vulnerable in our 
society, like widows, youths, 
Persons With Disabilities 

and the Internally Displaced 
Persons, among others”.
She disclosed that four thou-
sand, one hundred and four-
ty four (4,144) persons were 
selected  across the 27 Local 
Government Areas of  Imo 
State to benefit from the inter-
est free loans. 

The Minister stated that the 
beneficiaries are verifiable, 
while the selection process 
was transparently conducted.

 “These selected beneficiar-
ies are now all banked, they 
have been given ATM cards 
and are currently being enu-
merated, all of  which are our 
deliberate efforts to enhance 
financial inclusivity of  our 
poor in a sustainable man-
ner”.

She disclosed that GEEP 
2.0 has three unique prod-
ucts. Tradermoni loan of  
N50, 000 is targeted at uplift-
ing the under-privileged and 
marginalized youths between 
the ages of  18 – 40 yrs while 

MarketMoni loan also 
of  N50, 000 is for the un-
der-privileged and marginal-
ized women like Widows, di-
vorcees, and other vulnerable 
groups. 

FarmerMoni loan of  be-
tween N50, 000 to N300,000 
is designed for small scale 
farmers in the communities 
to improve their agricultural 
productivity and inclusion 
into commercial farming.

According to the Minister, 
the GEEP Roll-Out heralds a 
launch and disbursement of  
loans in all states.
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IPOB declares total lockdown in S/East

News

Anambra Anglican Priest resigns,
begins support for polygamy 
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A
n Anglican priest 
of  the Nnewi Di-
ocese in Anambra 

State, Rev. Ogbuchukwu 
Lotanna, has resigned his 
position as a priest of  the 
church. 

Lotanna, also a lawyer, 
from Mbanagu Otolo 
Nnewi, in the resigna-
tion, stated that he re-
ceived a divine mandate 
to float a movement in 
support of  polygamy. 

He claimed that the di-
vine mandate he received 
to float a movement was 
aimed at encouraging po-
lygamy, with a vision to 
reducing the rate of  sex-
ual sins in society. 

He pointed out that po-
lygamy is not a sin, con-
trary to what is generally 
being preached. 

According to him, what 
God hates is divorce of  
any type, and sleeping 
with another man’s wife.

He insisted that God 
desired men to even mar-

ry more than one wife, in-
stead of  going for some-
one’s wife or ladies they 
were not married to. 

He said the church had 
hidden this information 
from members for a long 
time and that it was high 
time people were told the 
truth. 

He encouraged men to 
marry their ‘side chicks’ 
to escape hell fire, main-
taining that the only thing 
wrong with polygamy 
was to stay in a church 
that was against the prac-
tice “because two cannot 
work unless they agree.” 

He also disclosed that 
his new movement would 
be called “Gideonites”, 
while the place of  wor-
ship would be called 
“Gideonites’ Temple”. 

He said, “It is obvious 
that the church, especial-
ly the Anglican Church, 
has been teaching against 
the concept of  polygamy, 
but the Lord has opened 

my eyes to the reality that 
polygamy is not a sin.” 
His colleagues expressed 
shock at Lotanna’s ac-
tion, saying that they nev-
er expected such. 

Lotanna was ordained 
an Anglican priest on 
December 22, 2019, at 
Cathedral Church of  St. 
Mary’s Uruagu, Nnewi, 
is married to Chinyere 
Abigail, who hails from 
Umuogbu village Achara 
in Awka North of  Anam-
bra State. 

No official reaction yet 
from the Anglican Dio-
cese of  Nnewi about the 
development, as the dio-
cese is busy with the ac-
tivities of  its 2022 synod.

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB, has 
declared a sit-at-home 

across the Southeast on Tues-

Final preparation on-going for Buhari’s visit on Tuesday.

day next week.
IPOB tagged the sit-at-

home, a day of  civil action 
across the Southeast.

The group declared the 
order ahead of  the Appeal 
Court hearing of  its leader, 
Nnamdi Kanu, and Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s 
planned visit to the Southeast.

A statement by IPOB’s 
spokesman, Emma Powerful, 
said the sit-at-home would 
be a total lockdown of  the 
Southeast.

IPOB explained that it was 
implementing the existing 
sit-at-home order regarding 
Kanu’s court appearance.

The statement reads partly: 
“The global family and move-
ment of  the Indigenous Peo-

ple of  Biafra (IPOB) under 
the command and leadership 
of  our indefatigable liberator 
Mazi Nnamdi Okwuchukwu 
Kanu, wish to announce to 
the general public, especially 
Biafrans that Tuesday 13th of  
September has been declared 
a day of  civil action in the 
form of  sit-at-home in Biafra 
Land.

 “The Tuesday 13th Sep-
tember, 2022 civil action is 
very important for two rea-
sons:

“First, our leader’s Appeal 
court hearing that was sup-
posed to be on October 11th 
has been brought forward to 
13th September, 2022. As 
usual we call on Biafrans and 
lovers of  freedom to demon-

PUBLIC NOTICE! PUBLIC NOTICE!!
ORJI DEVELOPMENT UNION

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Union has 
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration 
under Part “C” of  the Companies and Allied Matters Acts of  1990.
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1. Dr Nwosu Fidelis OKwudili - Chairman.
2. Barr. Oparah Ezekiel Okechukwu - Secretary
3. Mr Oguike Leonard Uzodimma - Member
4. Mr Osuji Anthony Ikechukwu - Member
5. Mr Emeana Fidelis Osondu - Member
6. Mr Anumudu Chikwe Joseph  - Member.
7. Chief  Okorie Benjamin Nwannaegbulam - Member.
8. Mr Aso Chukwudiegwu Kenneth - Member
9. Pastor Ihugba Christian Nlemchi - Member
10. Mr Odor Vincent Ikechukwu - Member

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To create in the people of  Orji a sense of  belonging and service to the 
community.
2. To foster unity and spirit of  brotherhood among Orji’s sons and 
daughters at home and abroad.
3. To reawaken in the people the consciousness that the present and fu-
ture progress of  the community is their individual and collective respon-
sibility.

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar- 
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, plot 420, Tigris Crescent, off  
Aguyi Ironsi Street, Maitama Abuja, within 28 days from the date of  
this publication.

    Signed:
Dr  Nwosu Fidelis OKwudili

Suggestion to rename UNN
after Queen Elizabeth

T
he apex socio-cul-
tural organisation in 
Igbo land, Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo, has asked the Pres-
idency to jettison the call to 
name the University of  Ni-
geria Nsukka after Queen 
Elizabeth University of  
Nigeria, saying such move 
can be best for Aso Rock in 
Abuja or other parts of  the 
North.

This was as it stressed 
that the former presidential 
aspirant of  the Young Pro-
gressives Party, Adamu Gar-
ba, must tender an apology 
to Ndigbo for making such 
unhistorical remark.

Garba, had, last Friday, 
advised President Muham-

madu Buhari to immortal-
ise Queen Elizabeth who 
died on Thursday, at 96, by 
renaming the UNN after 
her.

But reacting, the Chidi 
Ibeh-led Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
in a statement by its Secre-
tary-General, Okechukwu 
Isiguzoro, said such remark 
was capable of  instigating 
conflict in the country.

According to the state-
ment, “The Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide has cau-
tioned the Federal Govern-
ment against renaming the 
foremost and most prestig-
ious University, the Univer-
sity of  Nigeria Nsukka after 
the late British monarch, 

... Name Aso Rock after 
Queen Elizabeth – Ohanaeze 
... Demands apology from YPP
candidate, Adamu Garba

Queen Elizabeth II.
“The University has 

bequeathed a legacy in 
south-eastern Nigeria and 
it’s worthwhile for the for-
mer APC presidential as-
pirant, Adamu Garba to 
know that the Federal Med-
ical Centre, Umuahia, Abia 
State, was renamed after the 
late British monarch, and is 
known as Queen Elizabeth 
Medical Centre, Umuahia, 
yet Nigerians have yet to see 
the late Queen Elizabeth’s 
legacies in northern Nige-
ria. It’s appropriate for the 
North to have a fair share of  
the Queen’s legacy.

“If  the Federal Govern-
ment and the Presidency 
wish to immortalise late 
Queen Elizabeth II, it should 
look at the role of  the Queen 
in granting Nigeria political 
freedom and independence 
on October 1, 1960. And the 
most appropriate place to 
show gratitude to Great Brit-
ain should be at Aso Rock.

strate our solidarity with our 
leader who has been bearing 
our yoke in detention for over 
a year now.

 “There shall be a total 
lockdown of  the whole of  
Biafraland on Tuesday the 
September 13, 2022. The 
Imposter Buhari cannot be 
coming to Imo State while he 
continues to detain our lead-
er Mazi Nnamdi in the DSS 
custody.”

The separatist group urged 
people of  the Southeast to go 
about their Monday’s activi-
ties and prepare for Tuesday’s 
lockdown completely.”

The IPOB leader also reit-
erated its call for the uncondi-
tional release of  its leader.
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t was a dramatic session Ion Saturday as Police 
sealed off  the palace of  

the factional monarch of  
Awka community,  His 
Imperial Majesty, Eze Uzu 
III, Chief  Austin Ndigwe.

Ndigwe was billed to 
hold the celebration of  new 
yam fes t iva l  in  Awka 
K i n g d o m  w i t h  s o m e 
prominent individuals set to 
grace the occasion 

News Echo gathered 
that Chief  Ndigwe had sent 
o u t  i n v i t a t i o n  t o o 
po l i t i c i ans,  monarch , 

mueri Community in 

UAnambra East Local 
Government Area of  

Anambra State has celebrated 
i t s  2 0 2 2  O k i k a  M m u o 
Festival. News Echo gathered 
that Okika Mmuo-Umueri is a 
N e w  Y a m  F e s t i v a l 
p r e p a r a t o r y  c e r e m o n y 
a n n u a l l y  o r g a n i s e d 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b y  t h e 
community Prime Minister 
(Onowu),  to inform the 
traditional ruler of  the town, 
Igwe Ben Emeka, his royal 
c a b i n e t  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e 
community,  the  date  to 
commence eating of  New 
yam and the celebration of  the 
crop proper.

Yam, the king of  all crops 
is accorded high respect by 
Ndigbo which is the reason 
communities across Igbo land 
celebrate new yam festival 
otherwise known as Iwaji 
every year.

It  was gathered that 
atmosphere at the Mgbago 
premises of  the thirteenth 
Onowu of  the community, 
O n o w u  I y a s e l e  M i k e 
Ekweonu, venue of  the 2021 
Okika Mmou festival was 
friendly, as people from all 
walks  of  l i fe,  including 
government functionaries, 
industrialists, traditional 
r ulers,  f r iends and wel l 
wishers gathered to share in 
the joy of  the long culture.

Different groups, the 
Umuadas, the Duurus, youth 
organiza t ions,  k indred , 
families as well as business 
as soc ia tes  equa l ly  pa id 
homage to the Prime Minister 
and his family.

Onowu Ekweonu, while 
performing the kola nut ritual, 
thanked God for a bountiful 

harvest and prayed for the 
sus tenance  o f  peace  in 
Umueri and its neighboring 
communities for sustainable 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  t h e 
community goes for the New 
Yam Festival celebration 
proper, slated for September 
17th, 2022.

He expla in  that  the 
festival was established in 
1450 (14th century), during 
the Colonial era and that he 
(the Prime Minister of  the 
community), has been in the 
position for good thirty years.

H e  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
eating of  new yam as the 
cus tom and  t rad i t iona l 

demands would commence 
on 22nd September, 2022.

T h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representative candidate of  
People's Demogratic Party 
(PDP) in the 2023 general 
e l e c t i o n  f o r  A n a m b r a 
E a s t / W e s t  F e d e r a l 
Constituency, Hon. Obinna 
Emenaka, who witnessed the 
event, noted that his presence 
s h o w e d  t h a t  A n a m b r a 
communi t i e s  under  the 
Constituency are no longer in 
conflict but are pursuing 
measures to sustain the 
e x i s t i n g  p e a c e  a m o n g 
themselves.

He assured the people 

that if  elected the next Federal 
Lawmaker, he will do more to 
cultural development in the 
area and the state at large.

Representative of  Ikenga 
U m u e r i  U n i t y  F o r u m 
(IUUF), Comrade Chinedu 
Ekweonu, who also spoke at 
the event that took place over 
the weekend, commended the 
Onowu and other guests who 
honoured the occasion, noted 
that the event is an annual 
culture that promote peace 
and brotherly love.

The event was sponsored 

by Ikenga Umueri Unity 

Forum (IUUF

journalists and other special 
guest  f rom across  the 
country to witness the new 
yam festival, but the event 
as at the time of  filing this 
report was stalled.

Invitation sent out had 
read: You're invited to the 
OTITE AWKA 2022 (Iri Ji 
Ofuu) festival of  Awka 
Ancient Kingdom by the 
Obi of  Awka Kingdom, His 
Imperial Majesty, Ozo Dr 
Austin Ndigwe.

“Date is Saturday 10th 
September 2022, by 11am, 
a t  t h e  P a l a c e  o f  t h e 
monarch.”

Sources  sa id  some 
monarchs from across 
South East were already at 
the palace at about 11am, 
when a huge detachment of  
police and military men 
arrived and sealed the 
palace, almost shutting in 
the invited monarchs.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r 
source who did not want his 
name in print said “The 
police men and military 
chased everyone out of  the 
palace, shooting canisters 
of  teargas at youths who 
had attended the event.

“ T h e r e  w a s 

pandemonium when they 
started shooting, and a lot 
of  people ran away, while 
many youths sustained 
injuries.”

A  p o l i c e m a n  w h o 
stopped this reporter from 
accessing the venue said 
they were acting on orders 
from above.

W h e n  j o u r n a l i s t s 
r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  t h e 
spokesperson of  Anambra 
State Police command, 
DSP Toochukwu Ikenga, 
he said he was not aware of  
any order to seal off  the 
palace of  the factional 

monarch.
T h e  C h i e f  P r e s s 

Secretary to Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo, Chris 
Aburime said he is not also 
aware of  any order in that 
regard.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
embattled monarch, when 
interviewed on phone, said 
he was in a meeting and can 
not speak.

The traditional stool of  
Awka Kingdom has been a 
source of  tussle for a few 
years now, after  some 
influential members of  the 
community claimed to have 
dethroned the monarch, 
Eze Uzu II, Igwe Gibson 
Nwosu.

I n  h i s  p l a c e,  t h e y 
crowned, Ndigwe, who 
immediately assumed the 
position of  the monarch of  
the kingdom, causing the 
en t i r e  k ingdom to  be 
d iv i d e d .  W h i l e  s o m e 
members of  the community 
supported Ndigwe as their 
monarch, others supported 
Nwosu.

Coincidentally, both 
Ndigwe and Nwosu had 
slated Saturday for their 
new yam festival. It was 
gathered that Nwosu is the 
government recognised 
monarch, and holds a 
certificate of  recognition, 
which Ndigwe does not.

Meanwhile, Anambra 
State Government has 
reiterated that the only 
recognized Traditional 
Ruler of  Awka community 
in  Awka South  Loca l 
Government Area of  the 
state is His Royal Highness, 
Obi Gibson Nwosu, Eze 
Uzu II of  Awka.

The State Government 
in a statement signed by the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Informat ion,  S i r  Paul 
N w o s u  i n  A w k a  o n 
Saturday observed that the 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  b e c a m e 
necessary as one Augustine 
Chukwuezugo Ndigwe 
alias Uzu Awka was still 
parading himself  as the 
authentic traditional ruler 
of  Awka.

The statement noted 
that not only did Ndigwe 
parade himself  as  the 
traditional ruler of  Awka, 
he was also taking steps to 
perform one of  the major 
harvest season's traditional 
rites known as New Yam 
Festival or “Iwa ji” of  the 

Awka people.
While insisting that the 

action by Ndigwe was 
threatening the peace and 
tranquility of  the town, it 
a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e 
Government would not 
tolerate the act.

It explained that Obi 
Gibson whose recognition 
by the State Government 
had not been withdrawn 
w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e 
empowered by section 15 of  
the Traditional Rulers Law 
of  Anambra State 2007 to 
preside over such festivals 
or carry out any of  the 
functions of  a traditional 
ruler in Awka.

“It is a criminal offence 
for any other person to do 
so by virtue of  section 20 of  
the Traditional Rulers Law 
of  Anambra State 2007.

“For the avoidance of  
d o u b t ,  t h e  S t a t e 
Government wishes to state 
emphatically that the only 
recognized Traditional 
Ruler of  Awka is His Royal 
Highness, Igwe Obi Gibson 
Nwosu, Eze Uzu II of  
Awka whose recognition by 
the State Government has 
not been withdrawn and he 
is the only one empowered 
b y  s e c t i o n  1 5  o f  t h e 
Traditional Rulers Law of  
Anambra State 2007 to 
preside over such festivals 
or carry out any of  the 
functions of  a traditional 
ruler in Awka.

“It is a criminal offence 
for any other person to do 
so by virtue of  section 20 of  
the Traditional Rulers Law 
of  Anambra State 2007.

“They said Augustin 
N d i g w e  i s  n o t  t h e 
recognized Traditional 
ruler of  Awka and should 
henceforth desist from 
parading and portraying 
himself  as the Traditional 
R u l e r  o f  A w k a  o r 
attempting to usurp the 
rights of  the legitimate and 
duly recognized Traditional 
Ruler, His Royal Highness, 
Igwe Obi Gibson Nwosu.

“Any such unlawful act 

in any part of  Anambra 

S t a t e  w o u l d  n o t  b e 

condoned by the Anambra 

State Government and the 

State will not hesitate to 

sanct ion the impostor 

according to the relevant 

laws of  Anambra State”, 

the statement warned.

New Yam Festival: Police seal Uzu Awka's
Palace, chase away celebrants 
...Austin Ndigwe not recognized traditional ruler of  Awka - Anambra govt
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Anambra community celebrates its 2022
Okika Mmuo Festival, established in 1450 
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Confidence vote won’t save Ayu -Wike 
R

ivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike, has 
mocked the former 

National Chairman of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
Uche Secondus, for celebrat-
ing the vote of  confidence 
passed on his successor, 
Senator Iyorcha Ayu, by the 
party’s National Executive 
Committee.

The governor said no 
amount of  confidence votes 
would save Ayu from being 
ousted from the position.

Wike stated this at a grand 
reception for over 90 defec-
tors from various political 
parties into the PDP at the 

Isaac Adaka Boro Park in 
Port Harcourt on Saturday.

The governor said Secon-
dus seemed to have forgotten 
in a hurry that it was not the 
first time a sitting national 
chairman was removed af-
ter a vote of  confidence was 
passed on him.

He said, “I was watching, 
listening. They say there is 
one man called Secondus. 
They say he was dancing, cel-
ebrating that NEC gave their 
person a vote of  confidence. 
He forgets history.

“Ask him, the same NEC 
through Aliyu Babangida, 
who moved a motion for vote 
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Preparations intensify for
Buhari’s visit to Imo

By Jennifer John 

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari is 
scheduled to pay a 

working visit to the State, 
during which time he will 
commission some gigantic 
projects executed by the 
Hope Uzodimma led ad-
ministration.

In a press briefing in his 
office, the state Commis-
sioner for Information and 
Strategy, Declan Emelum-
ba said the president was 
coming to commission 
projects that will define the 
economic life of  Imo peo-
ple.

“Imo people are happy, 
excited and appreciate the 
government goodwill in 
constructing these projects 
that will define in a different 
manner, but positive, their 
economic and social life”.

He said the people are ex-
cited because, Owerri-Orlu 
Road which used to take 
over three hours because of  
bad road now takes about 
15 minutes and the same 
going for Owerri-Okigwe 
Road, which is an astro-
nomical positive impact on 
the economy of  the state.

On the renovated House 
of  Assembly complex 
which is among the three 
signature projects to be 
commissioned by the pres-
ident, the Commissioner 
said the complex was aban-
doned for ten years, to a 
point it became complete-
ly inhabitable, forcing the 
present legislators to aban-
don the complex for their 
safety. 

The Commissioner said 
such scenario has negative 
effect on democracy, being 
that legislature is the soul 
of  democracy, adding, “If  
the soul of  democracy is 
sick and have to survive by 
transplant to another build-
ing, then that democracy is 
definitely shaky.

“So this governor, Distin-
guished Senator Hope Uzo-
dimma, being a legislator 
himself  saw that that was 
not a good sign for democ-
racy practice in Imo State, 
so he decided to spend bil-
lions to rebuild the structure 
and not just rebuilding the 
structure, he equipped it 
with state of  the art facilities 
for legislative business.

“I can tell you that a lot 
of  Imo people are excited 
about this commissioning. 
The House of  Assembly 
members and staff  are super 
excited. The residents who 
live within Owerri-Orlu 
Road axis that is going to be 
commissioned are excited, 
same thing with those who 
live within Owerri-Okigwe 
Road axis”.

In continuation of  the 
preparations for the second 
official Visit of  the Presi-
dent His Excellency Mu-
hammadu Buhari GCFR, 
to Imo State for the com-
missioning of  some of  the 
signature Projects executed 
by the Shared Prosperity 
Administration of  the Gov-
ernor His Excellency Dis-
tinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma which is billed 
for this Tuesday 13th Sep-
tember, 2022.

The Special Adviser to 
the Governor and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capi-
tal Development Authori-
ty (OCDA) Engr. Francis 
Chukwu earlier today led 
his colleagues in the Sub-
committee on Works for the 
Presidential Visit, to tidy up 
preparations at one of  the 
commissioning sites-Ba-
nana Junction in Orlu Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

Other members of  the 
Subcommittee on Works 
who equally to part in the 
activity include:, Engr 
Ikenna Adikibe, Engr Elias 
Nwogu and Hon Victor 
Ekeocha.

Governor Uzodimma and the �rst lady, Chioma Uzodimma at the second plenary of 
the 2022 Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria in  Orlu, Imo State over the week-
end

A
lliance on Service 
Covid 19 and Be-
yond (ASCAB) has 

said that the List of  REC 
Nominees sent to the Senate 
for approval by the president 
is constitutional defective 
and violates binding court 
decision.

This was disclosed in a 
statement by its chairman, a 
foremost lawyer, Femi Fala-
na. The Senior Advocate Of  
Nigeria (SAN), noted that it 
has been the practice since 
2015 that President Buhari 
consulted with the Council 
of  State whenever he wanted 
to appoint the Chairman and 
members of  the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion including Resident Elec-
toral Commissioners in strict 
compliance with the provi-
sions of  Section 154(3) of  the 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999.

According to Falana SAN, 
on each occasion the Presi-
dent consulted the Council 
of  State before submitting 
the names of  nominees to 
the Senate for confirmation 
in line with Section 154(1) 

14 REC nominees appointment: 
Constitutionally defective, violates 
court decision – Falana 

of  the Constitution, howev-
er for some undisclosed rea-
sons, the President has for-
warded the nominations of  
14 persons for confirmation 
as Resident Electoral Com-
missioners without any prior 
consultation with the Coun-
cil of  State.

Another reason why the 
SAN was arguing the Con-
stitutional defection of  the 
REC nominees was that 
some nominees were card 
carrying members and are 
alleged to be under investiga-
tion,.

“Apart from the consti-
tutional infraction the list 
of  the nominees has been 
challenged on the ground 
that some of  them are card 
carrying members of  the rul-
ing party. At least two other 
nominees are alleged to be 
under investigation for se-
rious electoral malpractice. 
Instead of  subjecting the 
nominees to integrity test the 
Federal Government has dis-
missed such grave allegations 
with a wave of  the hand.

“Curiously, the Minister 
of  Information and Culture, 

of  confidence supported by 
the same person, Ndude Elu-
melu, they gave him a vote of  
confidence. What happened? 
He left the office.

“We don’t fight and go 
back. If  you like you can have 
as many as 20 votes of  confi-
dence, it is not my business. 
My business and my team is 
to make sure the right thing is 
done.

“And the right thing must 
be done, whether today or 
tomorrow. So let nobody 
worry him or herself. If  you 
are dancing, come home and 
dance. Come and mobilise 
for the person you think will 
win the election.”

He challenged Secondus 
to return home and mobilise 
support for the candidate he 
was supporting for the 2023 
elections.

“We are here, I am here 
waiting for him. No more 
419 in this game, no more 
419 in this state. We have 
stopped all these 419 people. 
Enough is enough.

“You people should go 
home and rest. We know we 
are already waiting for the 
day set by INEC for them to 
blow the whistle.

“When they blow the whis-
tle, we will know those who 
are in charge of  Rivers State 
and those who are mere visi-
tors to the state.

“You know we have those 
in Rivers State and those who 

come from Abuja. We stay 
here as those of  us from Riv-
ers State Monday to Sunday. 
Visitors come Friday and go 
back on Sunday,” he added.

While welcoming the de-
fectors, he described them as 
the pillars who did the under-
ground work in their former 
parties, urging them to bring 
that energy to ensure that the 
PDP won all elective posi-
tions in the state.

Earlier, the State Chairman 
of  the PDP, Amb. Desmond 
Akawor, said the All Pro-

gressives Congress no longer 
existed in the state, with the 
array and calibre of  persons, 
including former commis-
sioners, who had joined the 
PDP.

“Your Excellency, what 
you are seeing here is just 
symbolic through the three 
senatorial districts, because 
this stage cannot contain all 
of  them. From the various 
parties, they are still coming.

“We will continue to re-
ceive the decampees (defec-
tors) as they come through 

our local government chair-
men,” Akawor said.

He further said the de-
fectors had seen the light 
through the overwhelming 
performance of  Governor 
Wike in all sectors dotting 
across all the 23 local govern-
ment areas of  the state.

Among the over 90 defec-
tors were a member of  the 
Board of  Trustees of  the 
APC, Sam Jaja, who hails 
from Opobo/Nkoro LGA, 
former Commissioner for 
Sports, Fred Igwe, from El-
eme LGA, and former Com-
missioner for Transport, 
George Tolofari, among oth-
ers.

Mr. Lai Mohammed (who 
had been in the forefront of  
the campaign for electoral re-
forms before 2015) said last 
week that.

As to the nominees that 
are being challenged by so-
cial media warriors and by 
some critics, I don’t think it 
is the business of  the Presi-
dent to immediately throw 
out a nominee based on alle-
gations which have not been 
proven.”

“Having repeatedly as-
sured the Nigerian people 
that the Administrators will 
support the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
to conduct credible elections 
in 2023 we call on President 
Buhari to withdraw the con-
troversial list from the Senate 
and ensure that the nominees 
are investigated by relevant 
security agencies. After secu-
rity clearance the President 
is advised to comply with 
section 154(3) of  the Con-
stitution by consulting the 
Council of  State with respect 
to the qualification and com-
petence of  the nominees. It 
is after the consultation that 

the names of  the nominees 
that are qualified should be 
presented to the Senate for 
confirmation.

“However, in view of  
the opposition to the list of  
nominees by a number of  
women’s groups on ground 
of  gender discrimination it is 
pertinent to draw the atten-
tion of  the President to the 
judgment delivered by the 
Federal High Court on April 
10, 2022 in the case of  Wom-
en Empowerment and Legal 
Aid & Ors v Attorney-Gen-
eral of  the Federation (Suit 
No FHC/ABJ/CS/ 2021) 
wherein the Honourable 
Justice Donatus Okorowo 
ordered the federal govern-
ment to comply with the 35 
per cent affirmative action 
for women, which allows 
women to occupy 35 per cent 
of  all appointments. Since 
the judgment is binding on 
all authorities and persons 
in Nigeria pursuant to sec-
tion 287 of  the Constitution 
the President should ensure 
that the women in the list of  
nominees should not be less 
than 35 percent.”

Says, some of them are card-carrying members of Political parties

… IPOB can’t stop Buhari’s visit, 
- Imo govt



n mid 2020, there were Irising complaints by some 
farmers in some villages 

that make up Ohafia clan 
concerning poor harvest results 
they recorded in their farms 
that year. The farmers, most of  
whom were dependent on their 
farm harvests for feeding of  
the i r  fami l i e s  and  o ther 
economic advancements, 
attributed the negative results 
they recorded during harvests 
to alleged destruction of  their 
crops by cows.

This damage by the cattle, 
according to the farmers, 
preceded the year 2020 but it 
was mostly felt in 2020 because 
it  was the year Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions were 
placed on people all over the 
world. Farm crops therefore, 
became the closest source 
through which they sustained 
themselves. But unfortunately, 
the farmers complained that 
their investments in agriculture 
in 2020 were returned in deficit 
as they suffered big losses. This 
situation led to a summoning 
of  meeting between select 
leaders from various villages 
and some leaders of  herdsmen 
operating in Ohafia. During the 
meeting, the representatives of  
the villages whose farms were 
a f f e c t e d  t a b l e d  t h e i r 
complaints.

According to a village 
source, a representative of  the 
herdsmen was told to advise 
their members not to march 
their cattle into farmlands but 
to only take them to bushes 
w h e r e  c r o p s  w e r e  n o t 
cultivated. They were equally 
told to cease confrontations 
with farmers and to avoid 
taking their herds of  cattle to 
peoples' gardens which the 
representative was told to 
convey to his members as 
message. But it was alleged that 
the advice was not kept to as the 
situation did not improve. It 
was also alleged that most of  
the herds of  cattle in question 
belonged to businessmen from 
the South East but managed by 
Fulani herdsmen. Some herds 
of  cows were also said belong 
to herdsmen from North who 
periodical ly guided their 
animals into Ohafia, from 
neighboring villages in Abia 
North.

Some of  the farmers were 
said to have complained that 
money used in establishing 
their damaged farms were 

sourced from corporative 
societies, micro finance banks 
and other local money lending 
agencies.  They lamented that 
they experienced difficulties 
repaying such loans.  And to 
bring a lasting solution to the 
issue, natives of  the entire 
villages of  Ohafia agreed to 
boycott the consumption of  
cow meet, in protest to poor 
harvests they recorded. The 
agreement, according to an 
indigene of  Akanu Ohafia, 
Kalu Ukpai Agwu, “initially 
looked unimplementable 
judging by the high reliance on 
cow meat as a source of  protein 
and other economic relevance."  
According to Agwu, "Some of  
our people who were butchers 
and restaurant owners and even 
the meat- consuming public 
initially expressed reservations 
about the proposed boycott. 
But the resort among most 
natives, especially farmers, 
made the implementation of  
the unwritten law possible. 
"When it eventually started, 
restaurant owners and butchers 
of  Ohafia extraction switched 
over to alternatives like goat 
meat, fish, cat fish, stock fish, 
pork meat etc to remain in 
business", Kalu Agwu said 
further. He explained that with 
the gradual switch, indigenes 
o f  t h e  p o p u l o u s  t o w n , 
embraced the new system, 
explaining that harvests in 2021 
and 2022 have been relatively 
appreciable that those of  2020 
and 2019. However, one angle 
to the story claimed that fines 
ranging from N300, 000 to 
around N500, 000 were to be 
paid by any person who 
defaulted in the communal 
decision. Simply put, any 
indigene that sells, buys or eats 
cow meat will be made to pay a 
fine for his or her default. But 
these accounts have not yet 
been validated officially by any 
traditional ruler in Ohafia or 
President- General.

However, the reality today 
in the densely populated town  
is that indigenes and other 
residents have adapted to a new 
way of  enjoying their meals 
and moved on.

Apart from the boycott of  
meat, the use of  cows for 
presentation during festivals 
and chieftaincy installations, 
traditional retirement (Igboto 
m m a ) ,  i n d u c t i o n  i n t o 
traditional age grade systems 
have been also become a thing 
of  the past. Alternatively, cash 
equivalents of  the cattle are  
given to the celebrator by his 

relatives, friends, colleagues  
And as nature does not stay in  
vacuum, people must have 
something to bite and chew 
during meal and that is why 
there is now, a shift in the 
choice of  what decorates the 
top of  people's plate of  foods.

Big town, big decisions.
The ban on consumption of  

meat is not the first time a 
major decision had been taken 
by the natives for their own 
interests. It would be recalled 
t h a t  i n  J u n  2 0 2 0 ,  a 
controversial worship centre, 
Assemblies  of  light bearer 
greater church of  Lucifer, 
simply known as "Church of  
Satan" was pulled down at 
Ebem Ohafia by natives of  the 
city, for contravening all 
acceptable  re l ig ious  and 
cultural standards, in their form 
of  worship. The 'church', which 
was owned and operated by 
one Ifekwe Udo, alias Fada 
Fada,  was  a l leged  to  be 
practicing child trafficking, 
harlotry,  int imidation of  
people and above all,  alleged 
'open worship' of  Satan. Before 
he became openly notorious, 
Ifekwe Udo was said to be 
popular among the youths 
b e c a u s e  h e  g a v e  o u t 

motorcycles to them to earn a 
living and also gave loans and 
grants to some youths. It was 
said learnt the self-acclaimed 
Lucifer started applying his 
seeming popularity to harass 
anyone who criticized did his 
brand of  religion or business 
style. To put a check on Ifekwe's 
unconventional inf luence, 
youths of  Ebem  Ohafia 
stormed his 'Church' and 
discovered terrible sculptors, 
plants, registers, cloths etc in 
the compound, the Church of  
Satan structure was destroyed. 
Apart from destroying it, the 
founder was arrested by the 
Police for allegedly breaking 
C ov i d - 1 9  p r o t o c o l s  a n d 
engaging in child trafficking.

He was later arraigned in 
Court and granted bail. But the 
granting of  bail to the strange 
Church's founder did not mean 
freedom to return back to 
Ohafia, as he was told to go into 
exile while his infamous church 
building was sealed up by the 
people. The dislodgement of  
Ifekwe and his co-worshippers 
that year, according to some 
elders of  Ohafia, showed that 
Ohafia nation did not tolerate 
criminality or disturbance of  
people's peace.

In politics, votes from 
Ohafia account who becomes 
the Governor of  Abia State, no 
wonder you cannot count 
yourself  winner if  votes from 
Ohafia has not been collated 
a n d  a n n o u n c e d .  T h i s  i s 
r e s u l t a n t  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l 
consciousness in-built in them 
since the days of  colonial days 
which see them usually giving a 
bloc vote to any candidate 
whom they believe, could 
represent the interests of  
Ohafia people. This is the 
reason why Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu of  APC and ex-Senator, 
Mao Ohuabunwa are battling 
for the control of  the town. 
They are far ahead in education 
as each family boasts of  one 
professional or the other and 
this dates back pre-independent 
years where sons and daughters 
of  Ohafia made their marks in 
academic excellence.

This acumen was also 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e 
appointment of  Prof  Eni 
Njoku, an indigene of  Ebem 
Ohafia,  as  the f i rs t  Vice 
Chancellor of  University of  
Lagos in 1962.

Presently, each kindred 
within villages in Ohafia are 
aw a s h  w i t h  p r o f e s s o r s , 
academic doctors, medical 
doctors, engineers and other 
professionals of  different 
endeavors. In Ohafia, a first 
time visitor meets a microcosm 
of  a State capital as you may be 
thinking you are either in 
Umuahia or Aba.

This is derived from the 
presence of  all major banks in 
Nigeria like First Bank, Access 
Bank, Zenith Bank, Union 
Bank, GTB among other 
commercial banks.

There  a re  a l so  mic ro 
finance banks, government 
offices in the city, Polytechnic, 
modern petrol stations etc in 
the Abia North community.

A v a l a n c h e  o f  t h e s e 
financial institutions enable 
indigenes of  Ohafia and other 
res idents  l iv ing  there  to 
seamlessly do their businesses 
without even travelling to 
Umuahia or Aba.

From Ebem to Elu to 
Amaekpu and down to Asaga, 
density of  humans and houses 
make a first time visitor to 
assume that he is in a State 
capital.

Indigenes of  Ohafia are 
known for investing at home 
and this could account for their 
bloc decisions in things that 
concern them.
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OHAFIA! A small town that takes big decisions
…Eating of  cow meat has been boycotted for 2 years

…Church of  Satan, founder prosecuted

…Determines who becomes Governor of  Abia 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Apart from the boycott of 
meat, the use of cows for 

presentation during festivals 
and chieftaincy 

installations, traditional 
retirement (Igboto mma), 
induction into traditional 

age grade systems have been 
also become a thing of the 
past. Alternatively, cash 

equivalents of the cattle are  
given to the celebrator by his 
relatives, friends, colleagues 

“
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newspapers that had long 
ditched deference in favour of  
c i r c u l a t i o n - b o o s t i n g 
headlines. The frenzy over the 
state of  the marriages of  the 
Prince of  Wales and Duke of  
York was in full spate.

The Yorks separated, 
Princess Anne divorced, 
Andrew Morton published his 
disquieting Diana: Her True 
Story, and embarrassing taped 
calls – one involving Diana, 
the other between Charles and 
his then lover, Camilla Parker 
Bowles – found their way into 
the tabloids.

When part of  Windsor 
Castle then burned down and a 
disconsolate Queen stood 
watching in a drab raincoat, a 
rare tear glistening, there was 
an outpouring of  sympathy. It 
was swiftly surpassed by 
outrage when the government 
suggested taxpayers pick up 
the repair bill.

A s  b e s t  b e f i t s  a 
constitutional monarchy, 
Elizabeth II appeared largely 
to be a passive queen, proving 
to be a more than competent 
m o u t h p i e c e  f o r  h e r 

governments in delivering the 
o f t e n  s t i l t e d  w o r d s  o f  
politicians or starched-shirt 
courtier advisers.

As a mother, too, she 
d i s p l aye d  s o m e  p a s s ive 
tendencies, tending to leave 
her children to their own 
business. She was said to 
immerse herself  in her red 
boxes, containing official 
government correspondence, 
rather than face family rows 
and other emotional dramas.

Nonetheless, her family 
were the cause of  some of  the 
more turbulent times of  her 
reign. When, in 2020, the 
Duke and Duchess of  Sussex 
stepped back as senior working 
royals and decamped to the US 
to seek freedom and the ability 
to earn their own money, it was 
the beginning of  a difficult 
chapter for the monarchy.

Margaret Thatcher, when 
prime minister, dreaded her 
mandatory summer Scottish 
sojourn, unable to relax during 
i n f o r m a l  b a r b e c u e s  o n 
windswept hillsides – Philip on 
sausages, Queen on salad, 
Charles mixing dressing. Even 

worse were the after-
dinner charades, a fact 
t h e  Q u e e n  l a t e r 
acknowledged during a 
dinner with six of  her 
former prime ministers 
when she joked about 
“the party games which 
some of  you have so 
n o b l y  e n d u r e d  a t 
Balmoral”.

Such details served 
to flesh out a woman 
a b o u t  w h o m , 
personally, there was a 
dearth of  knowledge. 
That is why the Sunday 
Times's “Thatcher row” 
story, in 1986, caused 
s u c h  a  s e n s a t i o n . 
H e a d l i n e d  “ Q u e e n 
dismayed by uncaring 
Thatcher”, the report 
c l a i m e d  s h e  w a s 
actually a bit of  a leftie 
and  wor r i ed  about 
Thatcher's refusal to 
impose tough sanctions 
on the apartheid regime 
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a . 
F u r t h e r m o r e,  H e r 
M a j e s t y  w a s  a l s o 
reported to be worried 
about race relations, 
inner-city decay and 
damage caused to the 
social fabric of  the 
nation by the miners' 
strike.

Feeling obliged to 
t a k e  M a c m i l l a n ' s 
a d v i c e,  s h e  m a d e, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r 
b i o g r a p h e r ,  t h e 
historian Ben Pimlott, 

“ t h e  b i g g e s t  p o l i t i c a l 
misjudgment of  her reign”. It 
led the Conservatives to follow 
L a b o u r ' s  e x a m p l e  a n d 
establish a selection process so 
that the Queen would never be 
placed in such an awkward 
position again.

Personally, aides indicated 
at the time, Lord Home was 
much more her cup of  tea than 
Butler would have been, and 
the two enjoyed chatting about 
dogs, shooting and Scottish 
estates. Undoubtedly, she had 
her favourite prime ministers. 
Wilson was a huge hit. Edward 
Heath she found a bit tricky. 
And while she and Thatcher 
could not be said to have 
enjoyed a warm relationship, it 
was respectful, and the Queen 
went to her 2013 ceremonial 
funeral as a personal tribute, 
the first funeral of  a former 
p r ime  min i s t e r  she  had 
attended since Sir Winston 
Churchill's in 1965.

As the nation's figurehead, 
it was her job to do its bidding, 
by and large. And she was 
often called on to perform 
gestures of  reconciliation. As 

such, she visited Germany in 
1965, signalling the end of  its 
post-war pariah status and, in 
2011, became the first British 
monarch in a century to visit 
the Republic of  Ireland.

Queen Elizabeth II died at 
Ba lmora l ,  Sco t l and ,  on 
September 8th, four years 
short of  her centenary: a 
s u r p r i s e  a s  w e l l  a s  a 
melancholy shock, for it often 
seemed that she would run 
forever. 

This cheerfulness could 
bear remarkable fruit. In 1958, 
the youthful Queen, instead of  
mixing with the usual blue-
blooded gang, had the honor 
of  being presented to a real 
aristocrat, in white tie and 
tails—Duke Ellington, who 
was performing at a festival in 
Yorkshire. He recalled, “She 
asked me when your first time 
was in England? Oh, I said, oh 
my first time in England was in 
1933, way before you were 
born.” (Her birth was actually 
in 1926.) “She gave me a real 
American look; very cool 
man, which I thought was too 
much.” Later that night, the 
story goes, Ellington went 
back to his hotel and began 
composing what would wind 
up as “The Queen's Suite,” in 
six parts. Only one copy of  the 
recording was pressed. It was 
sent to Her Majesty; the piece 
was not heard by the public 
until after Duke passed away. 
Talk about the good and the 
great.

Two days before she died, 
the Queen received another 
Elizabeth—Liz Truss, the 
f i f teenth and last  Prime 
Minister to have served during 
the second Elizabethan reign. 
(The  f i r s t  was  Wins ton 
Churchill.) Cynics wondered 
whether that meeting might 
have been the final straw, but, 
in truth, the sense of  royal 
timing was exact. Had the 
Queen expired a week earlier, 
it would have been Truss's 
predecessor, Boris Johnson, 
l e a d i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  i n 
mourning. He is not the man 
you want  for  g r ief .  The 
revelation that parties had 
been held at 10 Downing 
Street on the eve of  Prince 
Philip's funeral, in April, 2021, 
was conclusive proof, if  any 
were required, that Johnson 
was deaf  to the prevailing 
mood. The Queen, needless to 
say, was tuned in. She sat alone 
at the funeral, black-masked 
and marooned, because she 
unders tood that ,  dur ing 
lockdown, such sad solitude 
was the lot of  her subjects. 
S i m p l y  b y  d o i n g  w h a t 

everyone else was having to 
do, and by saying nothing, she 
shamed the laxity of  her Prime 
Minister, and probably spelled 
his end.

The country that she leaves 
behind is scarcely at ease with 
i t se l f ,  and  whether  any 
government, helmed by Truss 
or anyone else, can be expected 
to restore harmony is open to 
debate. Inflation is swelling 
like a pustule. Industrial unrest 
is afoot. So alarming is the rise 
in energy costs  that  the 
prospect of  winter fills many 
families with dread. Below it 
all lurks a larger fear: how soon 
before the United Kingdom 
becomes a contradiction in 
terms? Not the least of  the 
Queen's innumerable duties 
was to act as a unifier-in-chief, 
and, with the removal of  her 
guiding hand, divisions can 
only deepen. Though she died 
at Balmoral, which she loved, 
will the campaign for Scottish 
independence now find fresh 
i m p e t u s ?  W h a t  o f  t h e 
perennial Irish question? How 
about Wales? Could it be that 
what was once an empire, and 
then a commonwealth, will 
shrink to a single country, and 
then at last to one quiet village 
in Gloucestershire, with an 
empty church and a thriving 
line in marmalade?

“Though after my death 
y o u  m a y  h a v e  m a n y 
stepdames, yet shall you never 
have a more natural mother 
than I mean to be unto you 
all.” Thus spake the Queen's 
namesake, Elizabeth I—the 
age-old joke being that , 
notwithstanding the divine 
right of  kings, it is British 
queens who have stayed the 
course, defined their times, 
and earned the acclamation. If  
Elizabeth II was, perhaps, a 
more natural mother to the 
nation than she was to her own 
children, that suggests only 
h o w  w i d e ,  a n d  h o w 
convulsive, the bereavement 
may turn out to be. Most 
Britons have known no other 
monarch. Even the ardently 
loyal, asked to sing not “God 
save our gracious Queen” but 
“God save our gracious King,” 
will struggle to make the 
switch. What happens next 
will not merely be a matter of  
trading one head of  state for 
another, or of  seeing a new 
profile on postage stamps and 
coins. To get up in the morning 
without the Queen being 
around, always distant but ever 
present, will be like living 
beneath a different sky. It is all, 
as Duke Ellington would say, 
too much.

...Elizabeth II: A constant Queen whose failings were rare
Continued from B/P

Queen Elizabeth II during her early reign
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Peter Obi’s movement is anchored on 
equity, justice, fairness - Umahi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State has 
described Peter Obi’s 

movement as a movement 
that is anchored on equity, 
justice and fairness.

Umahi who stated this 
while speaking with news-
men shortly after a meeting 
with President Muhammadu 
Buhari at the Presidential Vil-
la, Abuja said that what  Obi 
is doing has meaning in, not 
only Southeast. 

 He said that the rising pro-
file of  the movement behind 
the Peter Obi presidential 
ambition is an indication that 
the South-East can no longer 
be ignored in national politics 
stressing that the South East 
region environment is being 
primed for the presidency in 
the near future. 

The governor maintained 
that even though he is a mem-
ber of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) and wants 
the ruling party to win the 
2023 elections, he is thrilled 
by the momentum created by 
the Obi movement because is 
awakening awareness about 
the people of  the South-East 
and their political relevance.

He said: “What happened 
during the primaries of  PDP 
and APC were a kind of  mis-
calculation by our people, but 
to say whether they’re ready 
for the presidency of  the 
country anytime, I think that 
the movement of  Peter Obi is 

an eye opener and that’s why 
I said I love what he’s doing, 
I’m encouraged by what he’s 
doing because if  he’s not do-
ing what he’s doing, it means 
that Southeast would have 
been forgotten. 

“So, while my party takes 
the victory, he would have pre-
pared a very good ground for 
the South-East presidency, so 
that nobody is going to write 
us off  and you can see the lev-
el of  his acceptability, which 
does not translate to victory 
over APC, I’m sure of  that. 
But it’s a good movement and 
it reassures the Southeast peo-
ple and the entire country that 
we’re accepted and that we’ll 
one become the President of  
this country. It’s very impor-
tant.

 “Peter Obi’s movement, 
and all the movements, are 
anchored on God’s will, it’s 
only God who knows who 
will win, but there must be a 
wish. As a party man, I would 
wish that our party wins and 
if  God says no, the next per-
son I’ll wish that should win 
is Peter Obi because I believe 
strongly, and I will say it an-
ywhere, in this north/south 
presidency.

 “After the North has taken 
eight years, there is no moral 
justification to be seeking to 
take another eight years, it 
should go to the South. So, 
I’m not wishing Peter Obi 
away. God has the final say 
and He has the power and 
gives to whomever He wish-
es.”
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The suspects paraded with the items they stole in Anambra.

The Ebonyi governor dis-
tanced the relative peace in 
the South-East region from 
the emergence of  Obi as a 
presidential candidate, appor-
tioning the development in-
stead to the improved security 
in the country. Asked wheth-
er there was any connection 
between the lull in attacks in 
the region and Obi, Umahi ar-
gued: “You cannot technically 
assign the killings to Igbo pres-
idency. You can see that secu-
rity is improving generally in 
the country and it has nothing 

to do with the movement of  
Peter Obi.

 “Peter Obi movement is a 
movement that is anchored on 
equity, justice and fairness.

 “It may not translate to 
outright win, because I must 
defend my party, I must wish 
my party well, and I’m having 
the ticket of  my party.

 “But whether what he’s 
doing has meaning in, not 
only southeast, it does have 
meaning. So, we must nev-
er attribute the killings in 
the Southeast to this kind of  

movement.”
On the chances of  the APC 

in the South-East in 2023, the 
governor noted that the peo-
ple will vote based on their 
interests.

The governor stated: “It’s 
going to be a different ball-
game altogether because 
when campaigns start, the in-
terest of  our people. in terms 
of  presidency, is there, you 
can’t wish it away, but every-
one in South-East, holding the 
ticket of  their party, is going to 
be struggling and he’s going to 

be fighting.
 “You will not tell the guy 

that has the ticket of  House of  
Assembly to look at the bigger 
picture of  Igbo presidency. He 
may not see it. But that is not 
to say that Peter Obi is not go-
ing to get substantial votes in 
Southeast, it’s there.”

Governor Umahi revealed 
that he met President Buhari 
to invite him to commission 
the new Ebonyi State Gover-
nor’s Lodge, constructed by 
his administration in Asoko-
ro, Abuja.

Reconstruction works begin at Aggrey primary
 school after Kalu’s constituency tour
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

R
econstruction of  
some dilapidated 
blocks at Aggrey 

primary school in Ibom, 
Arochukwu LGA of  Abia 
State has commenced af-
ter a constituency tour by 
Senate Chief  Whip, Sena-
tor Orji Uzor Kalu.

The Senator, who is the 
representing Abia North 
senatorial district at Na-
tional Assembly, is also a 
former Governor of  Abia 
State.

During the constituency 
tour last month, the Sena-
tor visited Aggrey primary 
school, which is one of  
the oldest schools in Abia 
which produced great per-
sons.

But Senator Kalu, who 
toured communities in the 
local government in Au-
gust, discovered that some 
blocks in the iconic school 
were in terrible condition 
not befitting of  its status.

He therefore listed the 
dilapidated facility among 
those to be added to a new 
list of  projects.

Weeks after the visit, re-
construction works have 
commenced in the school, 
to the delight of  indigenes 
of  the community.

A visit to the school re-
cently showed that new 
foundations were being 
dug, to expand the size of  
the buildings while trips of  
sands were being dropped 

for the project by contrac-
tor in charge.

Also, old and dilapidat-
ed roofing sheets had been 
removed, in preparation 
for the modern roofing 
system.

The project is expected 
to be completed before be-
fore first week of  October, 
to enable pupils enjoy the 

facility.
But an APC top shot 

from Arochukwu LGA, 
Chief  Monday Godwin 
when speaking about the 
project, said the project is 
a. “ political intervention 
embarked upon during 
election year.”

 

Strike: Ngige drags ASUU to Court 

T
he Minister of  
Labour and Em-
ployment, Chris 

Ngige, has dragged the 
Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities to the Na-
tional Industrial Court of  
Nigeria, Abuja, over the 
prolonged strike of  the 
union.

Ngige, in a leaked let-
ter, written to the Chief  
Registrar of  the court, 
dated September 8, 
2022, alleged the refus-
al of  ASUU to call off  
its strike which began 
February 14, 2022, and 
thereby, asked the court 
to accelerate hearing on 
the matter in order to 

bring the dispute between 
the union and the govern-
ment to an end.

The letter was titled, 
‘Forwarding of  a Re-
ferral Instrument in the 
Trade Dispute between 
the FG/Federal Ministry 
of  Education and ASUU 
partly read, “Please find 
attached three original 
copies of  a Referral In-
strument regarding the 
trade dispute between the 
FG /Federal Ministry of  
Education and ASUU for 
adjudication by the Na-
tional Industrial Court of  
Nigeria.

 “The Referral Instru-
ment is raised in fine 

APGA factional Chairman 
sue Police Commissioner, 2
 others over non-recognition 
From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

T
he lingering leadership 
crises in Abia State 
chapter of  All Progres-

sive Grand Alliance (APGA)  
has taken a new dimension 
after the factional Chairman, 
Mr  Nnanna Ukaegbu sued 
Abia State Commissioner of  
Police, Janet Agbede.

Also sued by the Ukaeg-
bu is Augustine Ehiemere, 
Ukaegbu’s rival and Robert 
Aduke, a Superintendent of  
Police.

In the suit, HU/229/2022 
which was filed by his coun-
sel Mr Ukpai Ukairo, Nnan-
na Ukaegbu said the suit 
was filed  by him and the 
State Working Committee of  
APGA for the enforcement 
of  Court of  Appeals Owerri 
Division ruling on the leader-
ship of  APGA in Abia.

The April 7 ruling, Ukaeg-
bu said, declared him as the 
authentic Chairman Abia 
APGA and therefore prayed 
the Court in the fresh suit, to 

grant a perpetual injunction 
restraining the defendants 
from taking possession or en-
tering the APGA secretariat 
situated at 128 Aguiyi Ironsi 
layout in Umuahia.

The factional Chairman 
accused Agbede and the de-
fendants of  undermining the 
judgment of  the Court of  Ap-
peal which he said, gave him 
the possession and control of  
APGA secretariat through 
his chairmanship.

It will be recalled that fac-
tional Chairman, Rev Augus-
tine Ehiemere in first week 
of  September, dismissed the 
claims by Ukaegbu that he 
had been sacked from office, 
assuring the party faithful 
that the leadership of  APGA 
in the State was still under his 
control. 

It would also be recalled 
that a faction of  the party last 
week expelled factional Gov-
ernorship candidate, Chief  
Chikwe Udensi for some 
reasons, though Chikwe de-
scribed the expulsion as false.

with powers vested in 
the Honourable Minister 
of  Labour and Employ-
ment by trade dispute 
resolution mechanisms 
and the provision of  Sec-
tion 17 of  the Trade Dis-
pute Act. CAP. Laws of  
the Federation of  Nige-
ria, 2004.

 “In view of  the fact 
that ASUU members 
have been on strike since 
February 14, 2022, and 
have refused to call off  
the action, it would be 
appreciated if  this dis-
pute is given an acceler-
ated hearing in order to 
bring the dispute to an 
end.”



2023: We are open to negotiate with Wike,
other PDP, APC leaders for Obi - Ozigbo

News

Ikpeazu, Makinde commission new roads in Abia
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he newly construct-
ed Nwaobasi Ring 
Road, Ehere and 

Umuakatawom - Osaa 
Okea road in Obingwa 
LGA, built by Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu have been 
officially commissioned 
for public use by the Oyo 
State Governor, Engr Olu-
seyi Makinde

 Speaking at the events, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
said that the construction 
of  Nwaobasi Ring Road 
was one of  his strategic 
thinking in enabling free 
flow traffic in Aba and 
enhancing economic de-
velopment in the State. Ik-
peazu said the road would 
serve many people includ-
ing those who would want 
to get to Umuahia from 
Ikot-ekpene road without 
passing through Aba main 
town. 

Governor Ikpeazu re-
called the impassible na-
ture of  the road as it was 
practically impossible to 
move from Opobo road 
to Ehere market, making 
it difficult to access the 
market. He said that his 
government embarked on 

constructing the road is a 
reflection of  his adminis-
tration effort to reach out 
to residents who feel ne-
glected. 

He said that the 
Umuakatawom road criss-
crosses many rural com-
munities, emphasising 
that the road was the first 
asphalted road in that com-
munity. According to him, 
the road was delivered in 
line with specifications and 
in record time.  Governor 
Ikpeazu, who reiterated 
that the essence of  gov-
ernance is to bring about 
democracy dividends to 
the people assured that 
he would complete all his 
road projeccts before leav-
ing office.  He announced 
that next week, commis-
sioning of  road  projects in 
Umuahia, the State capital 
would commence. 

Commissioning the pro-
jects, the special guest of  
honour and Oyo State 
Governor, Engr. Oluseyi 
Makinde commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for constructing the roads 
to ensure that the local 
economy is positively af-
fected.

He expressed happiness 
that Governor Ikpeazu 

fixed the Nwaobasi road 
which is a neglected road 
and maintained that he was 
proud to be associated with 
Governor Ikpeazu, who he 
descibed as a performing 
Governor, a leading light 
and a true  progressive. 

Governor Makinde used 
the opportunity to reveal 
that he has not been ap-
pointed the Chairman 
of  PDP Governors’ Fo-
rum, explaining that if  the 
Chairman resigned his ap-
pointment, it is the Deputy 
Chairman of  the Forum, 
being Governor Okezie 

Ikpeazu who would take 
over as the Chairman of  
the forum.

Governor Makinde 
appreciated Governor 
Ikpeazu for appointing 
members of  the Yoruba 
community to positions of  
authority and urged them 
to remain supportive of  the 
administration. 

Abia State Commission-
er for Works, Barr. Bob 
Ogu said the roads are stra-
tegic, saying that while the 
Nwaobasi Ring Road links 
the Ikot-ekpene road and 
Umuahia without having 
to pass through  Aba town, 
the Umuakatawom   road 
which is located in a rural 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
chieftain of  the La-
bour Party, LP, Mr. 
Valentine Ozigbo 

has stated that the party 
leadership is making plans 
to woo River state governor, 
Chief  Nyesom Wike and 
other major People’s Dem-
ocratic party PDP and All 
Progressive Congress APC, 
leaders to support the par-
ty’s presidential candidate, 
Mr. Peter Obi and his run-
ning-mate, Alhaji Yusuf  
Datti-Ahmed in the coming 
2023 general election.

The former governorship 
candidate of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 
in the last Anambra state 
governorship election em-
phasized that “politics is 
local” and said that because 

of  that LP party would be 
ready to enter into alliance 
with Wike, and, some oth-
er willing state governors 
to gain their support for 
Peter Obi’s presidential bid 
in their respective states. 
Ozigbo who spoke on the 
sidelines during the Labour 
Party stakeholders meeting, 
held in Awka, on Friday, 
urged electorate to shun in-
fluence of  money and vote 
for Peter Obi because he has 
the capability to solve the 
humanitarian problems fac-
ing this country, especially, 
youth unemployment, pov-
erty, ethnic restiveness and 
insecurity.

He said “It has become 
clear that Peter Obi is the 
choice of  every segment of  
the Nigeria populace for the 
presidency of  this country 
in the coming election. “It 

One of the roads being commissioned.

area close to Aba would 
assist in ensuring that ag-
ricultural produce gets to 
Aba. 

Earlier in their speech-
es, the Chairman, Ob-
ingwa LGA, Mrs Uloma 
Nwogu and the Chairman 
of  the Abia State Coun-
cil of  Traditional Rulers, 
Eze Ndubuisi Nwabekee 
lauded Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu for fixing the 
roads. They said that the 
Governor has done well in 
all sectors of  the economy, 
especially that of  road in-
frastructure where he has 
done over 150 roads in the 
State 

Speaking on behalf  of  

members of  the Yoruba 
community in Abia State, 
Mr. Babatunde Olamidele 
welcomed the Oyo State 
Governor and extolled 
Governor Ikpeazu for ap-
pointing him and other 
non indigens to political 
positions and assured him 
of  their unalloyed support. 

Also speaking, some 
beneficiaries of  the road, 
including Eze Young 
Nwangwa, Rev. Paulinus 
Ngele of  Assemblies of  
God Church among oth-
ers, thanked the Governor 
for constructing the roads 
narrated the untold hard-
ship they suffered in the 
past before the Governor’s 
intervention.

is now incumbent on us to 
let those who don’t have in-
fluence of  the social media, 
who are influenced with 
money to learn that the little 
money get that will not last 
for two weeks is why you 
should sacrifice the whole 
of  the next four years; that 
if  you are in a position to re-
sist the money resist it, but, 
if  you can’t resist it, take the 
money and vote wisely.

“Now, let me say this: we 
are open discussing with 
other parties. Naturally, we 
will like to see Labour Party 
in the entirety of  the Senate, 
House of  Reps and state 
Assemblies. That should be 
our first option. But we find 
that in politics, you have to 
sit down and negotiate. So, 
politics is local, it not how 
you play it in Jigawa, in Imo 
or in Rivers that you play it 

in Anambra state
“We can decide and say 

‘(Governor Nyesom) Wike 
support us in River so we 
win Rivers, and we sit down 
with Wike, and, say who 
do you want us to support 
in Rivers for senate, if  you 
can’t go it yourself, so we 
will open our mind for all 
possibilities, the important 
thing is that Peter Obi must 
be our next president”, 
Ozigbo emphasised. News 
Echo gathered that candi-
dates of  Labour Party in 
Anambra State, including 
Senator Victor Umeh, An-
ambra Central Senatorial 
District, Dr. Obinna Uzor, 
Anambra South Senatorial 
District, Hon. Nkechi Og-
buefi, Anoacha 1 State Con-
stituency and other support-
ers of  the party attended the 
meeting.

Imo First Lady showers encomium 
on Imo women at the grand finale 
of Owerri zone August meeting 

T
he wife of  the Imo 
State Governor, Her 
Excellency, Barr. 

Mrs. Chioma Uzodim-
ma today celebrated Imo 
women with showers of  
encomium, at the grand fi-
nale of  the annual August 
Meeting celebration.

Mrs. Uzodimma com-
mended Imo women for 
their commitment to na-
tion building and for foster-
ing good synergy between 
their respective homes and 
the larger society.

Barr. Mrs. Uzodimma 
in her address, attributed 
the peace and emerging 
prosperity in communities 
to the positive impacts of  
Imo women through their 
dignified presence and re-
markable conducts.

She charged Owerri 
Zone and the entire Imo 
women to continue to re-
main supportive of  them-
selves in providing helping 
hands to one another and 
offering their wisdom and 
support to their husbands, 
the State, Nation and the 
world at large.

Prince Dr. Alex Mbata, 

Imo East APC Senatorial 
candidate and convener 
of  the event, in his short 
remark, urged women 
from the 233 communities 
in Owerri zone, to remain 
steadfast and continue to 
support the 3R adminis-
tration of  Governor Hope 
Uzodimma. He also do-
nated cash prices and food 
items to all the women 
present at the event.

Also present at the event 
were the Deputy Governor, 
His Excellency Professor 
Placid Njoku along with 
his wife, Her Excellency 
Dr. Mrs. Bola Njoku, Her 
Excellency, former Depu-
ty Governor of  Imo State, 
Chief  Ada Okwuonu, Dr. 
McDonald Ebere (PhD), 
Imo APC Chairman, and 
host of  Government offi-
cials and dignitaries.

The highlight of  Grand 
finale event of  Owerri 
Zone August Meeting was 
the Match pass of  women 
from Various communities 
and Local Governments in 
the Zone with Her Excel-
lency, Barr. Mrs. Chioma 
Uzodimma taking the sa-
lute.

... To commission roads in Umuahia next week
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Y
ou’re in a formal meet-
ing with the Queen and 
the inescapable sound 
of  your phone rings 

out. What do you do?
One former Labour cabinet 

minister, Clare Short, once found 
herself  in this unfortunate scenar-
io.

As the story is commonly told 
by MPs, Ms Short arrived late to 
a meeting of  the Privy Council 
when her phone went off  as pro-
ceedings began.

She frantically rummaged 
through her handbag but, to her 
embarrassment, was unable to 
find the phone before the ringtone 
stopped and the room fell silent.

“Oh dear, I hope it wasn’t any-
one important,” the Queen said, 
according to politicians present.

The story was told by Labour’s 
shadow home secretary and Privy 
Council member Yvette Cooper, 
as MPs gathered in Parliament 
for a second consecutive day of  
special tributes to the Queen.

• Follow the latest develop-
ments after the Queen’s death

• MPs share funny and moving 
memories of Queen

• Former prime ministers re-
flect on Queen’s reign

MPs and peers from all sides, 
dressed in dark clothing, having 
been sharing memories of  their 
encounters with the Queen, who 
died aged 96 on Thursday.

They took part in a rare Satur-
day sitting to pay their respects,

Ms Cooper said her anecdote 
showed the Queen had a “sense 
of  mischief”, a quality that others 
have reflected on in their recollec-
tions of  the late monarch.

Many of  these accounts have 
focused on the Queen’s dry sense 
of  humour and her ability to 
comfort them in nerve-jangling 
moments of  high ceremony, un-
der the watchful eyes of  official-
dom.

Conservative former transport 
secretary Grant Shapps told MPs 
how the Queen had spared his 
blushes after an awkward mo-
ment during his Privy Council 
swearing-in ceremony.

The Privy Council is a formal 
body, mainly made up of  sen-
ior politicians, which advises the 
Queen.

Mr Shapps said he did not 
understand the meaning of  the 
phrase “brush her hand” as part 
of  the ceremonial oath-taking.

Fifth in the line to become a 
privy counsellor, he said he had 
hoped to watch what other minis-
ters were doing but his vision was 
blocked, leaving him unable to do 
so.

He said: “She [the Queen] 
stretched out her bare ungloved 
right hand and to my surprise 
moved it towards my face, it 
moved towards my lips. I pursed 
my lips. It’s stuck!”

As he made a suction noise 
with his lips, Mr Shapps said the 
Queen suddenly “her hand pulled 
away”.

The former minister said he 
wanted the ground to “swallow 
me whole” but, performing an 

impression of  the Queen, he said: 
“She looked me right in the eyes 
with those wonderful sparkling 
eyes, and as though to acknowl-
edge what had happened and also 
to forgive me in one turn, she 
said: ‘yes’.”

Conservative MP Robert Hal-
fon also spoke about the Privy 
Council in his speech, recalling 
his disbelief  at becoming a mem-
ber of  the monarch’s advisory 
body.

When he became deputy chair-
man of  the Conservative Party 
in 2015, “no-one had informed 
me that I would be made a Privy 
Counsellor”, Mr Halfon said.

“My constituency office got a 
call saying I needed to attend the 
palace and I replied to my case-
worker, ‘There’s just a nutter on 
the phone, just ignore it’,” Mr 
Halfon said. “This happened on 
two or three telephone calls.”

He said it was only when a min-
isterial car came to pick him up 

Queen saved blushes in awkward 
moments, MPs recall

The late Queen.

EU Proposes five billion Euros in
financialaid to Ukraine

T
he European Commis-
sion on Wednesday 
proposed five billion 
euros in financial aid to 

Ukraine, in the latest instalment 
of  a promised nine-billion-euro 
rescue package agreed by EU 
leaders in May.

“The situation in Ukraine 
requires our full support,” the 
commission’s president, Ursula 

von der Leyen, said in a tweet 
announcing the emergency loans 
to Kyiv.

A European diplomat said the 
rescue was part of  the $39 billion 
in aid promised by the G7 group 
of  nations to prop up Ukraine’s 
battered public coffers.

Originally promised by Euro-
pean leaders in May, the EU’s 
nine billion euros ($9 billion) was 

held up as some member states 
argued over whether a country at 
war was in a position to sign on 
to long-term loans.

Brussels disbursed the first one 
billion euros of  the package in 
early August and, on Wednes-
day, the commission said the re-
maining three billion euros “will 
be provided as soon as possible”.

and take him to Buckingham Pal-
ace that he “realised, sadly, that I 
would’ve bought a nicer suit had 
I known”.

Mr Halfon, who was born with 
a form of  cerebral palsy, said he 
“was not able to kneel because of  
my legs, but Her Majesty did not 
bat an eyelid”.

Admissions of  nervousness 
before appointments with the 
Queen was a common theme and 
one evoked by Sir John Redwood, 
a minister in former Prime Minis-
ter John Major’s government.

He said the Queen was under-
standing that everyone was “terri-
fied” at official events, and sought 
to ease them.

In public events, Sir John said, 
“the Queen always relaxed people 
and showed them there was no 
right way, because she was there 
for the people, she was there for 
the institution, she was there for 
the event, and that is what we can 
learn from”.

Meanwhile in the House of  
Lords - where peers also sat for 
Saturday tributes to the mon-
arch - there was no shortage 
of  light-hearted tales about the 
Queen either.

Her propensity for levity was 
bought up by Lord Robertson, 
who recalled the day he brought 
the then crown prince of  Saudi 
Arabia to meet the Queen at her 
Balmoral estate in Scotland.

Defence secretary at the time, 
Lord Robertson said the Saudi 
crown prince had “accepted an 
offer from her to see the estate”.

“But boy, was he astounded 
coming from a country which 
bans women from driving, to find 

the Queen behind the wheel of  
the Land Rover and then roaring 
off  without the rest of  the party.”

When they returned to Balmor-
al Castle, the Queen looked at 
Lord Robertson and said: “I think 
he thought I was driving too fast.”

“So I said nothing at all,” Lord 
Robertson said.

He continued: “Then she said, 
‘I also think he thought I was lost’. 
So I bravely said, ‘You can’t get 
lost, you’re the Queen, and where 
you are is where you’re supposed 
to be’. She frowned at me and 
then said emphatically: ‘Quite 
right’, and marched away.”

Another colourful anecdote 
came from the Archbishop of  
York, Stephen Cottrell, who re-
vealed how he once “healed” the 
late Queen’s Bentley after it re-
fused to start.

The archbishop recounted how 
the monarch’s vehicle eventual-
ly fired up after he performed “a 
large sign of  the cross” over it, 
earning royal praise.

“The Queen gets in and goes 
back to Sandringham. I follow in 
another car,” he said.

“When I arrive at Sandringham 
as I come into lunch, the Queen 
with a beaming smile says ‘Ah, 
bishop. It’s the bishop. He healed 
my car’.”

The cleric added: “Two years 
later when I was greeting her at 
the west front of  Chelmsford Ca-
thedral just as a very grand service 
was about to start... she took me 
to one side and said ‘Bishop, nice 
to see you again. I think the car’s 
all right today, but if  I have any 
problems I will know where to 
come’.” 
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 B r a z i l i a n  

Areturnee, Okolie 
P a u l i n u s  

Nwabueze  has  been  
arrested at the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International 
Airport in Abuja.

National Drug Law 
Enforcement  Agency 
(NDLEA) officers nabbed 
the father of  two with 92 
wraps of  cocaine which he 
excreted after days in 
detention.

A  s t a t e m e n t  o n  
Sunday by spokesman 
Femi Babafemi said the 53-
year-old from Mmaku 
vi l lage,  Awgu Local  
Government Area of  
Enugu, was arrested on 
September 2 after arrival 
via a Qatar Airline flight.

Okolie said he left 
Nigeria for Mozambique 
in 2004 and relocated to 

 46-year-old man, 

AO l u s e g u n 
O l u w o l e ,  h a s 

reportedly raped his 13-
year -o ld  daughte r  in 
Ogun, saying he did not 
know what came over him 
while committing the 
incestuous act.

The police arrested 
Oluwole  fo l lowing  a 
complaint  the  v ic t im 
lodged at the Ibara Police 
Station in Abeokuta.

The victim had visited 
the police station in the 
c o m p a n y  o f  s o m e 
operatives of  the So-Safe 
C o r p s  t o  r e p o r t  t h e 
incident.

O g u n  p o l i c e 
spokesman, SP Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, told newsmen 
on Sunday that the victim 
had informed the police 
that while she was sleeping 
i n  t h e i r  o n e - r o o m 
apartment in the Amolaso 
area of  Abeokuta around 
11:30 pm, “her father, 

having obser ved that 
others are fast asleep, 
suddenly grabbed her and 
forcefully had sex with her 
with a threat to kill her if  
she refused to allow him.”

Upon the report, the 
DPO of  Ibara division, 
CSP Bernard Egbondiya, 
detailed his detectives to 
the  scene,  where  the 
suspect was promptly 
arrested, it was learnt.

“On interrogation, the 
f a t h e r  o f  s i x ,  w h o 
confessed to the crime, 
pleaded for forgiveness, 
claiming not knowing 
what came over him when 
he committed the crime,” 
Oyeyemi stated.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police in 
Ogun, Lanre Bankole, was 
said to have ordered the 
suspect's transfer to the 
State CIID for further 
investigation and possible 
prosecution.

Oyeyemi disclosed 
that the victim was taken 
to a hospital for treatment.

Brazil in 2017, where he 
obtained a residence 
permit before deciding to 
import the illicit substance 
for a $4,000 fee.

Another  suspec t ,  
Aliyu Bello Kwasare was 
arrested at the Mallam 
A m i n u  K a n o  
International Airport for 
attempting to export a 
consignment of  a new 
psychoactive substance, 
A k u s k u r a ,  t o  S a u d i  
Arabia.

T h e  4 2 - y e a r - o l d  
indigene of  Kware LGA in 
Sokoto, a resident in the 
Goron Dutse area of  
Kano, was arrested on 
September 5 during the 
outward clearance of  
p a s s e n g e r s  o n  a n  
Ethiopian Airline flight to 
Riyadh.

A t  t h e  M u r t a l a  

Muhammed International 
A i r p o r t  i n  L a g o s ,  
1,099,000) tablets of  
Tramadol 225mg were 
s e i z e d  t h r o u g h  
collaboration between 
NDLEA and the Customs.

The pharmaceutical 
opioids packed in 50 
c a r t o n s  w e i g h i n g  
2,058.90kg, were imported 
from Pakistan via Addis-
Ababa on Ethiopian 
Airways.

On September 6,  
another suspect, a freight 
agent, Aliyu Abubakar 
was  a r res ted  a t  the  

he United States TFederal Bureau of  
Investigation has 

dec la red  a  Niger ian , 
Chidozie Collins Obasi, 
wanted over $30m fraud. 

The FBI said Obasi 
was indicted and wanted 
for defrauding New York 
S ta te  more  than  $30 
million by posing as a 
ventilator seller during the 
height of  the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Aside from posing as 
ventilator seller, the FBI 
said the suspect targeted 
Americans through a 
spam email campaign 
offering illegitimate “work 
from home” jobs 

The security agency 
said the 29-year-old Obasi 
perpetrated the fraud from 
Nigeria, with the help of  
co-conspirators in Canada 
and elsewhere. 

In a statement by the 
Department of  Justice, 
U.S. Attorney's Office, 
E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  U S 
A t t o r n e y  Ja c q u e l i n e 
Romero, said the suspect 
was charged with one 
count of  conspiracy to 
commit mail and wire 

fraud, six counts of  mail 
fraud, and 16 counts of  
wire fraud.

The statement issued 
on Friday read, “The 
defendant and his co-
conspirators are alleged to 
have obtained more than 
$31,000,000 through this 
m u l t i - f a c e t e d  f r a u d 
s c h e m e ,  w i t h  t h e 
overwhelming majority of  
that money – more than 
$30 million – coming from 
the State of  New York for 
the intended purchase of  
ventilators. 

“The scheme alleged 
in the Indictment began in 
September 2018, with a 
spam email campaign that 
offered phony “work from 
home” jobs.  When a 
person responded to the 
phony job offer, Obasi or a 
co-conspirator posed as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a 
legitimate company, often 
a  s u p p o s e d  m e d i c a l 
equipment supplier based 
outside the United States, 
and offered the person a 
job as the company's U.S. 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w i t h 
responsibilities including 
collecting on outstanding 
invoices. 

“A co-conspirator in 
Canada then sent the new 
“employee” counterfeit 

checks purportedly from 
customers of  the company, 
and the new “employee” 
deposited the checks, took 
a commission, and wired 
the rest of  the money to a 
foreign bank account 
ostensibly owned by the 
fake company. As alleged 
in the Indictment, Obasi 
and his co-conspirators 
obtained more than $1 
million in this manner. 

“ T h e  I n d i c t m e n t 
further alleges that in 
approximately March 
2020 ,  soon  a f t e r  the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit 
the United States and 
ventilators were in high 
demand, Obasi posed as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o f  a n 
Indonesian-based medical 
supply company offering 
ventilators for sale, and 
claimed to have a large 
stockpile of  ventilators 
m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  a 
German company whose 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  wa s  i n 
T e l f o r d ,  P A .  T h e 
d e f e n d a n t  a l l e g e d l y 
conv inced  a  medica l 
equipment broker in the 
U.S. to broker sales of  
t h e s e  n o n - e x i s t e n t 
ventilators, and ultimately 
deceived the State of  New 
York into wiring more 
than $30 million for the 
purchase of  ventilators 

that did not exist. Obasi 
continued to target other 
potential customers with 
this same scam, including 
hospitals. 

“ L a t e r ,  i n 
approximately June 2020, 
the Indictment alleges that 
O b a s i  a n d  h i s  c o -
c o n s p i r a t o r s  t o o k 
advantage of  the EID 
Loan program by using 
stolen identities of  U.S. 
citizens to apply for and 
obtain more than $135,000 
in EID Loan proceeds.

“Obasi is presently a 
fugitive, and the United 
States is seeking to locate 
and arrest him. Anyone 
with knowledge of  his 
w h e r e a b o u t s  s h o u l d 
contact their local FBI 
Office. 

“ I f  c a u g h t  a n d 
convicted, Obasi faces a 
maximum sentence of  621 
years in prison, a five-year 
per iod  of  super v ised 
release, and a $5,750,000 
fine. Obasi also will be 
required to make full 
restitution of  the more 
than $31,000,000 that he 
obtained by fraud. 

“ T h e  c a s e  w a s 
investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of  Investigation 
and is being prosecuted by 
Assistant United States 
At to r ney  Michae l  S. 
Lowe.” 

NAHCO export shed of  
the airport over an attempt 
to export a consignment of  
cannabis concealed inside 
bottles of  body lotion.

Also, a plot by drug 
cartels to export 7.805 
ki lograms of  crystal  
methamphetamine to the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  
Australia was thwarted.

T h e  m e t h  
consignments were hidden 
in the linings of  local 
fabrics, wooden statutes, 
printer cartridges, handles 
of  travel bags and cassava 
flakes.

In Edo, a 25-year-old 
pregnant woman, Haruna 
Favour, was arrested on 
September 9 with 82 
p i n c h e s  o f  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  
various quantities of  
Loud, Arizona, Colorado 
variants of  cannabis and 
codeine syrup.

In Gombe, 119,000 
tablets and capsules of  
tramadol, D5 and Exol5 
were recovered from two 
drug dealers,  Nasiru 
Abubakar, 22, and Umaru 
Bayero a.k.a Hadiza.

In Kogi, Paul Ali, 47, 

was arrested along the 
Okene-Abuja highway 
with 1,404 bottles of  
codeine syrup weighing 
190 .94kg  and  2 ,040  
ampoules of  pentazocine 
injection. The receiver was 
arrested in Sokoto.

In Emure forest, Owo 
LGA, Ondo State, a raid 
of  a cannabis plantation 
camp led to the arrest of  
Monday Onoja, 20; Daniel 
Kehinde, 25; Obinna 
Okechukwu, 35; 16 bags 
of  the substance weighing 
179.5kg were seized.
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Man rapes 13-year-old
daughter 

Nigerian poses as ventilator seller, defrauds
US $30m



conomic experts Ehave urged the 
F e d e r a l  

Government to encourage 
the digital economy rather 
than burden it with over-
taxation. 

According to them, too 
many taxes in the digital 
economy will stifle growth 
rather than encourage 
productivity in the sector. 
They stated that if  the 
sector grows, i ts  tax 
r e m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  
g ove r n m e n t  w i l l  d o  
likewise. 

This is coming on the 

he amount of  capital Timportation from 
i nve s t o r s  i n  t h e 

United Kingdom and the 
United States has declined 
by $242.03m, according to a 
Foreign Direct Investment 
d a t a  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  
Statistics. 

In the first quarter of  
2022, UK investors sent in 
$1.02bn while US investors 
sent in $82.07m, making a 
total of  $1.10bn. 

By the second quarter, 
t h e  t o t a l  d e c l i n e d  t o 
$861.25m, with $781.05m 
from UK investors and 
$80.02m from US investors. 

Generally, the total 
a m o u n t  o f  c a p i t a l 
importation recorded from 
various investors declined by 
2.40 per cent from $1.57bn 
in Q1 2022 to $1.54bn in Q2 
2022. 

According to economic 
experts, the decline is due to 
a number of  reasons, such as 
insecurity, the upcoming 
general election, among 
others.

The Director-General 
of  the Nigeria's Employers 
Consultative Association, 
Mr Adewale Oyerinde, 
noted that foreign investors 
were only responding to the 
negative macroeconomic 
e nv i r o nm e nt ,  s e c u r i t y 
challenges and high inflation 
r a t e ,  w h i c h  w e r e 
contributing to low yields for 
their investment outlays. 

A Director of  Research 
and Strategy at Chapel Hill 
D e n h a m ,  T a j u d e e n 
Ibrahim, said the country 
w a s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a 
consistent decline in capital 
importation because of  the 
fear of  investors around the 
liquidity in the foreign 
exchange market. 

He said, “Generally 
speaking, Nigeria is seeing a 
consistent decline in capital 
importation because of  the 
fear of  investors around the 
liquidity in the foreign 
exchange market. They are 
not bringing in the capital as 
m u c h  a s  t h e y  w e r e 
previously in the country. In 
a normal environment, one 
quarter should be around 
$5bn to $6bn in capital 
importation. But they are 

celebrating $1.5bn because it 
is showing us a growth rate 
of  75 per cent which was 
driven by the low base that 
we had last year.” 

 Also commenting on 
the issue, the Co-Managing 
Partner and Chief  Executive 
Officer, Comercio Partners 
Asset Management, Tosin 
Oshunkoya,  sa id  “The 
ravaging trend of  inflation 
across major developed 
economies has triggered 
hawkish policy responses 
such as interest rate hikes, 
which tend to spur capital 
repatriation from frontier 
economies such as Nigeria 
while discouraging foreign 
capital inflows into the local 
e c o n o my,  p a r t i c u l a r ly 
through foreign portfolio 
investments. 

“ F u r t h e r m o r e,  t h e 

impact of  global headwinds 

does not entirely absolve the 

local economy of  blame, as 

persistent tightness in the 

c u r r e n c y  m a r k e t  a n d 

u n a b a t e d  i n s e c u r i t y 

remained a fundamental 

threat to foreign investors in 

the review quarter.”

heels  of  the Federal  
Gove r nment ' s  r e cen t  
suspension of  plans to 
introduce a five per cent 
e x c i s e  d u t y  o n  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
services in the nation. If  it 
had gone through, it would 
h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  
c o n s u m p t i o n  t a x  o n  
telecom services to 12.5 per 
cent. 

The five per cent tax 
was introduced to cushion 
the effect of  debt servicing 
and rising fiscal deficit, and 
low revenues. 

This was opposed by 

telecom players, and the 
e n t i r e  I C T  s e c t o r .  
According to them, the 
Federal Government has 
already imposed large and 
multiple taxes on the sector 
despite the increasing cost 
of  network expansion, and 
operational costs.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
recently suspended its 
proposed new tax on phone 
calls and other telecom 
services. The Minister of  
C o m mu n i c a t i o n  a n d  
Digital Economy, Isa 
Pantami, who made the 
announcement, argued that 

the sector was already 
paying 41 different taxes. 

Commenting on the 
government's action, an 
economic exper t  and 
academic at the University 
of  Uyo, Professor Akpan 
Ekpo, said the government 
should encourage the 
telecom sector by not over-
taxing its players. 

Ekpo said there were 
too many taxes in the ICT 
sector , arguing excessive 
taxation could impede the 
growth of  the digital 
economy. He claimed it 
was the right decision to 
suspend. 

He stated, “There are 
taxes already and if  the 
government needs revenue, 
there is something we call 
tax burden. You can 
overtax and it becomes a 
problem. Besides, there are 
several taxes at the state and 
Federal Government levels, 
so why create a burden and 
discourage investors in that 
sector? 

“So, the minister was 
correct. He is right. The 
sector is growing. When 
you say the government 
needs revenue, yes, but the 
government should also 
look at the other side of  the 
fiscal policy. How about the 
expenditure side?

“Taxation is good but 
you can overtax and create 
a problem. If  the digital 
economy is growing and 
you want to gain from the 
fourth industrial revolution 
which is technology driven 
you have to be careful how 
you tax so as not to 
discourage investors in that 
sector.” 

The Director, Research 
and Strategist, Chapel Hill 
D e n h a m ,  T a j u d e e n  
I b r a h i m ,  s a i d  t h e  

suspension of  the telecom 
tax was the first step in the 
right direction, considering 
the financial burden effect 
on people. 

H e  s t a t e d ,  “ T h e  
suspension is a right move 
by the government because 
of  the burden on the 
consumer wallet, and in 
addition, the suspension 
will allow the industry to 
fur ther strengthen its 
growth trajectory in terms 
of  investments. On those 
two fronts, it is good that 
the government decided to 
suspend the tax.” 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i ve s  f o r  t h e  
government to fund its 
fiscal deficit, which is 5.5 
per cent of  the nation's 
GDP, Ibrahim said, “They 
should block the leakages 
where the revenues are 
being stolen by some 
people. If  they can block 
these leakages in revenue 
income, we should have an 
a c c r e t ive  i m p a c t  o n  

h e  P r e s i d e n t , TA f r i c a n 
Development Bank 

Group,  Dr Akinwumi 
Adesina, has said that 
Africa lacks the resources 
to tackle climate change as 
the continent receives only 
three per cent of  global 
climate financing.

This was contained in a 
statement by the bank's 
Abuja office.

It was also disclosed 
that the bank plans to 
provide$12.5bn to support 
the Africa Adaptation 
Acceleration Program.

T h e  A f r i c a n 
Adaptation Acceleration 
Prog ramme,  which  i s 
suppor ted  by  Afr ican 
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e,  w a s 
established to mobilize 
more resources for climate 
change, to advance the 
objectives of  the African 
Adaptation Initiative.

Both the AfDB and the 
G l o b a l  C e n t r e  o n 
Adaptation are mobilising 
$25bn for this programme 
over five years, to accelerate 
a n d  s c a l e  c l i m a t e 
adaptation action across 
the continent.

Speaking during the 
recently concluded Africa 
C l i m a t e  A d a p t a t i o n 
Summit held in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, Adesina was 

quoted in the statement as 
saying, “Africa does not 
have the resources to tackle 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e.  T h e 
continent receives only 
three per cent of  global 
climate financing. If  this 
trend continues, Africa's 
climate financing gap will 
reach $100bn to $127bn per 
year through 2030

“The current climate 
financing architecture is 
not meeting the needs of  
Africa. New estimates by 
the African Economic 
Outlook of  the African 
Development Bank show 
that  Afr ica  wi l l  need 
between 1.3 and $1.6tn 
between 2020-2030, or 
$ 1 1 8 b n  t o  $  1 4 5 b n 
annually, to implement its 
commitments to the Paris 
A g r e e m e n t  a n d  i t s 
nationally determined 
contributions.”

government revenue. 
“They should first sort 

that out before talking 
about increasing tax on the 
telecom sector. That sector 
is doing well and the 
government should not 
s t i f le  i t s  g rowth v ia  
e xc e s s i ve  t a x e s  a n d  
charges.”

A renowned economist 
and Chief  Execut ive  
Of f i ce r  o f  F inanc ia l  
Derivat ives  Company 
L i m i t e d ,  B i s m a r c k  
Rewane, indicated that 
FG's decision on tax was 
the fate of  countries around 
the world. 

He added, “You are the 
same people that say the 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o  
revenue; so how are they 
going to pay for it if  they 
don't raise taxes? Every 
country in the world is 
raising taxes if  they can. It's 
a good idea but maybe the 
timing is not right because 
we are in the middle of  a 
political season.” 
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‘You can feel the emotion’ as Queen makes final journey

Foreign News

Queen’s final journey from Balmoral to begin

News Echo   Monday 12 - Tuesday 13 September, 2022                                                                        

T
housands are expected 
to line the streets as the 
Queen’s coffin travels 
from Balmoral to Edin-

burgh.
The coffin will drive to the Pal-

ace of  Holyroodhouse - the mon-
arch’s official residence in Scot-
land - on Sunday, as part of  the 
Queen’s journey to London for 
her funeral on 19 September.

On Saturday, the Royal Fam-
ily viewed flowers and spoke to 
crowds in Balmoral and Windsor.

King Charles III was also for-
mally proclaimed monarch at a 
ceremony.

The Queen’s oak coffin will be 
lifted into a hearse by six of  the 
Balmoral estate’s gamekeepers at 
10:00 BST, before a slow six-hour 
drive to the Palace of  Holyrood-
house in Edinburgh. The Queen 
will lie at rest at the palace over-
night.

On Monday afternoon, the 
coffin will process to the Scottish 
capital’s St Giles’ Cathedral, ac-
companied by the King and oth-
er members of  the Royal Fami-
ly. The coffin will remain under 
continuous vigil for 24 hours, 
with the public able to pay their 
respects.

A service will be held at the ca-
thedral in the evening.

The following day, the Princess 
Royal, Princess Anne, will ac-
company her mother’s coffin as 
it travels from Edinburgh Airport 
back to Buckingham Palace via 

RAF Northolt.
What next? A day-by-day 

guide from now to the funeral
How titles and the line of suc-

cession have changed
Nine shows to stream about 

the Queen
Scotland’s First Minister Nico-

la Sturgeon said the “poignant” 
175-mile journey from Balmoral 
would be a chance to “mark our 
country’s shared loss”.

On Saturday, the Queen’s 
younger children Princess Anne, 
the Duke of  York and Earl of  
Wessex, and their families viewed 
flowers at the gates of  Balmor-
al Castle, with Princess Eugenie 
moved to tears.

Prince William and his wife 
Catherine - the new Prince and 
Princess of  Wales - greeted 
well-wishers outside Windsor 
Castle, joined by the Duke and 

Duchess of  Sussex.
In London, King Charles 

praised the Queen’s “unequalled 
reign” as he addressed the Acces-
sion Council, where he was for-
mally proclaimed monarch.

On Sunday, he will meet the 
Commonwealth Secretary Gen-
eral Baroness Scotland - who pub-
licly represents the association of  
56 countries with historical ties to 
the UK - at Buckingham Palace.

He will then host a reception 
for High Commissioners - ambas-
sadors - from the 14 other coun-
tries where the king is also head 
of  state.

Further proclamations will be 
read in the Scottish and Welsh de-
volved parliaments, in Edinburgh 
and Cardiff, and the devolved 
Northern Ireland assembly in 
Belfast. 

The Prince and Princess of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of Sussex met well-wishers in Windsor.

P
eople have turned out to 
pay their respects to the 
Queen on her final journey 
through Scotland.

Families lined the streets on 
Sunday, saying they wanted to be 
part of  an event their children will 
“learn about in years to come”.

The cortege is making a six-hour 
road trip from Balmoral to The 
Palace of  Holyroodhouse in Edin-
burgh.

The 175-mile journey takes it 
through Aberdeenshire, Aberdeen, 
Angus and Tayside before reaching 
Edinburgh.

The cortege makes its way through the village of Ballater near Barmoral.

Thousands gathered at designated 
viewing locations along the route.

The coffin is draped in the 
Queen’s standard with a wreath 
made from some of  her favourite 
flowers - white heather, dahlias and 
sweet peas - all cut from the gardens 
at Balmoral.

The procession left the royal es-
tate at 10:00. In Ballater the crowd 
stood in silence as the cortege 
moved through.

The community, less than eight 
miles from Balmoral, considered 
her more of  a friendly neighbour 
than a monarch.

Residents were used to seeing the 
Queen in the area, and many had 
frequent interactions with her.

“You can feel the emotion from 
everybody around here,” said resi-
dent Cheryl Barr.

“She was a very powerful lady, 
but very gentle at the same time.”

A helicopter overhead signalled 
the arrival of  the procession in near-
by Aboyne. The crowd had tracked 
progress watching the news on their 
phones.

Pipes played as a hush fell over the 
village, and a voice from the crowd 
said: “You’re on your way now.”

The Thomson family travelled 
from Inverurie to be there. Mum 
Katherin - with children Megan, 
10, and Katie, eight, and Pepper the 
dog - said the monarch was “highly 
respected and well-loved”.

She added: “It’s such a historical 
event. She just reminds us of  the 
kids’ great-granny.”

John Palmer, 51, and his partner 
Kerry Davidson, 40, left Elderslie 
in Renfrewshire early on Sunday 
morning to reach the village.

“We just wanted to be here,” Mr 
Palmer said. “It was very poignant.

“She sat on the throne for 70 

years and was respected around the 
world. She has been a constant in 
our lives.

“She was a remarkable woman. 
I still don’t believe it, it’s very sad.”

From Aboyne the funeral cortege 
travelled through Banchory, where 
flowers were thrown over the car. 
Crowds applauded as the proces-
sion left the village, travelling on to 
Aberdeen.

Large crowds gathered in Aber-
deen’s Holborn Street and along 
King George VI Bridge - named af-
ter the Queen’s father.

Ashleigh and Donald Wilson 
brought their two young daughters

Ashleigh said: “In years to come 
my children will learn about her 
and learn about this moment. To 
show them they were here is impor-
tant.”

At King George VI Bridge crowds 
fell silent for about 10 minutes as 
the coffin passed. As the tension 
lifted the cortege headed south to-
wards Stonehaven.

From Aberdeen it goes to Angus, 
Dundee, then to Edinburgh.

On Monday, there will be a pro-
cession in Edinburgh from the 
Queen’s palace to St Giles Cathe-
dral - where the coffin will rest for 
24 hours to allow people to pay 
their respects.

The next day the Queen’s coffin 
will be flown from Edinburgh Air-
port to RAF Northolt before going 
on to Buckingham Palace. 
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raham Potter has 

Gasked Brighton 
fans to forgive him 

for moving to Chelsea.
I n  a n  o p e n  l e t t e r 

written on Thursday and 
published on Brighton's 
official website on Sunday, 
Pot te r  sa id  he  would 
cherish “three wonderful 
years” at Brighton but 
accepted some fans would 
not be able to forgive him.

Potter said: “This has 
been three wonderful years 
w i t h  a  c l u b  t h a t  h a s 
changed my life and I want 
to take a moment to say 

ormer Tottenham Fm i d f i e l d e r,  G u s 
P o y e t  r a t e s 

Manchester City striker, 
Erling Haaland ahead of  
Harry Kane.

Speaking to Midnite, 
Poyet admitted that the 

o r m e r  I t a l i a n Fi n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Thiago Motta is to 

be the new coach of  Serie A 

side Bologna three months 
after stepping down from 
the Spezia hotseat.

Bologna CEO Claudio 

F e n u c c i  m a d e  t h e 
announcement at a press 
conference on Saturday 
adding a few contractual 
details needed to be ironed 
out with 40-year-old Motta.

“We have decided that 
as of  Monday the first team 
coach  wi l l  be  Thiago 
Motta,” said Fenucci.

Motta — who won the 
S e r i e  A ,  C h a m p i o n s 
League and Italian Cup 
treble as a player with Inter 
Milan in 2010 — replaces 
Sinisa Mihajlovic who was 
fired on Tuesday.

Braz i l -bor n  Mot ta 
guided modest Spezia to 
16th spot last season but left 

by mutual consent in June 
— his previous coaching 
experience with Genoa in 
2019 ended after just two 
months.

M i h a j l o v i c  w a s 
dismissed after Bologna 
failed to win any of  their 
first five matches in Serie A 
this season.

T h e  5 3 - y e a r - o l d 
Serbian had been in situ 
since January 2019 but was 
diagnosed with leukemia 
just before the 2019-20 
season and has been in and 
out of  hospital since to 
undergo treatment and 
avoid the risk of  a relapse.

Norwegian edges out his 
English counterpart when 
it comes to pure striking 
ability.

“They ' r e  d i f f e r en t 
p l aye r s,  one  i s  a  top 
goalscorer, Haaland will 
always be there in the box, 

waiting for a cross, mistake, 
pass, like a proper killer,” 
Poyet said.

“ K a n e  i s  a  g r e a t 
football player, especially in 
the last few years; he's 
s t a r t ed  d ropp ing  and 
making things happen.

“Kane is an all-round 
football player, but I think 
Haaland is clear, you just 
know he's going to score 
even if  he touches the ball 
five times in a game.”

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmidfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi, has played 

down the rumoured rift 
b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d 
goalkeeper Danny Ward, 
according to reports. 

There was a heated on-
field exchange between 
Wilfred Ndidi and Danny 
Ward as the Foxes slumped 
to a fifth successive defeat 
at Brighton last Sunday. 

However, the Nigerian 
midfielder insists there is no 
bad blood between him and 
the goalie stating that the 
argument happened in the 
heat of  the moment. 

“We are all humans, we 
have feelings,” Ndidi told 
BBC Leicester. 

“I understood where he 
was coming from after the 
game and we just laugh 
over it. It was in the heat of  
t h e  m o m e n t  a n d  w e 
showed the other side of  us. 
We are humans and its 
normal.”

Meanwhile, Ndidi has 
admitted that “confidence 
has been low” at the club 
but the squad have a “plan” 
to put it right. 

“To be honest, the start 
to the season hasn't been 
like previous seasons,” 

Ndidi told BBC Radio 
Leicester. 

“The way we (usually) 
start the season, the way we 
just keep going. 

“It's not been what we 
really want. It's obvious 
t h a t  w e ' v e  n o t  b e e n 
o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  t h e 
confidence has been low in 
those games. We'll get 
there, to be honest. We'll get 
there.” 

When asked if  the 
squad is together, Ndidi 
said, “Of  course. We know 
we 've  los t  games  and 

t h e y ' r e  n o t  w h a t  w e 
wanted, but we are still 
together. We know the fact 
we've got qualities in the 
team and know that we can 
still come up there (the 
table).

“There are many more 
g a m e s  b u t  t h e  m o s t 
important is the next game. 
We go for the next game, go 
for the other one, just to 
build confidence. That's 
our plan: being together for 
each other and still keeping 
going.”

goodbye to all of  you who 
have made it such a special 
period of  my career.

“I bid farewell to a 
great club and one that will 
always mean so much to me 
and my family. For some I 
recognise that the change 
that comes so suddenly in 
football can be hard to 
accept.

“I may not be able to 
persuade you all to forgive 
my departure – but I would 
at least like to take the 
chance to say thank you.”

Former Ostersunds 
and Swansea boss, Potter 

guided Brighton to ninth 
place in the Premier League 
last season – the club's 
highest ever top-f light 
finish – and they sit fourth 
in the current table.

He said his players 
“went above and beyond” 
and paid tribute to the 
Seagulls' fans, their board 
of  directors and club staff.

“I hope that you will 
understand that at this stage 
of  my career, I felt I had to 
grasp a new opportunity.

“I would like to thank 
(chairman) Tony Bloom, 
(chief  executive) Paul 

Barber and the directors for 
the opportunity they gave 
me three years ago and then 
the unswerving support 
that came with it. My 
grati tude also to Dan 
Ashworth and David Weir, 
two first-class technical 
directors.”

He added: “Albion 
fans know that with Tony, 
Paul and David, the club is 
in safe hands.

“To my successor, 
whoever that may be, I 
w o u l d  s a y , 
'congratulations'. You'll be 
working for a great club 
with a fantastic squad, 
suppor ted  by  a  g rea t 
chairman and board.

“ T h e  s q u a d  a r e 
playing at a high level and 
will get better. Most of  all, 
the supporters will get 
behind the team home and 
away.

“ To  e v e r y o n e  a t 
Brighton & Hove Albion: 
thank you. It has been a 
pleasure and honour to 
serve the club over the last 
three years. I wish you 
e v e r y  s u c c e s s  g o i n g 
forward.”
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anchester United Mstriker, Anthony 
M a r t i a l  h a s 

spoken highly of  former Red 
Devils boss Louis van Gaal.

“ I  h a d  a  g r e a t 
relationship with Louis van 
Gaal the f irst  season,” 
M a r t i a l  t o l d  F r a n c e 
Football.

Martial, who joined 
Manchester United in 2015 
with high expectations, had 
an impressive debut season 
at Old Trafford under Van 
Gaal.

he potential bout Tbetween Tyson Fury 
and Oleksandr Usyk 

is be one for the undisputed 
heavyweight crown, but 
A n t h o n y  J o s h u a ' s 
promoter, Eddie Hearn 
believes a clash with Joshua 
w o u l d  d r aw  a  b i g g e r 
audience. 

Fo l l ow i n g  U s y k ' s 
victory over Joshua last 
month to retain his IBF, 
WBO and IBO heavyweight 
titles, he decleared that he 
wanted Fury next and it 
seemed that the next biggest 
fight in boxing would be a 
unification clash with the 
WBC champion. 

The fight between Fury 
and Usyk could see the first 
undisputed heavyweight 
champion crowned in the 
four belt era. 

Initially, Fury wanted 
to fight Usyk in December, 

but the Ukrainian has 
decided he will not return to 
the ring until next year, as he 
needs to recover from 
injuries he sustained against 
Joshua and spend time with 
his family. 

Now, 'The Gypsy King' 
has turned his attention to 
Joshua, offering the British-
Nigerian a shot at his WBC 
title in December which the 
latter duly accepted.

F r o m  h e r e , 
proceedings started moving 
quickly, as Fury's promoter, 
Frank Warren, revealed that 
an offer was sent over on 
Tuesday. 

“ We ' r e  s e n d i n g  a 
written offer across today to 
them. My son George spoke 
w i t h  E d d i e  H e a r n 
yesterday,” Warren told 
talkSPORT. 

“It's us who have made 
the approach to give AJ a 

great opportunity to get 
himself  back into the top 
level against the world 
champion Tyson. 

“He's willing to make 
that voluntary defence, so 
we'll send the offer across 
today and then they'll have 
to look at it and decide 
whether they wanna grab 
this with both hands.” 

Joshua's promoter, 
E d d i e  H e a r n ,  i s  n o t 
convinced that this fight 
offer from Fury and his 
team is genuine. However, 
he believes that a fight with 
Joshua would be a much 
bigger and more lucrative 
option for Fury than a bout 
with Usyk.

“The reality is, and 

erencvaros winger, FAdama Traore  i s 
interesting English 

side Everton.
Calciomercato.com says 

the 27-year-old has caught 
the eye of  Blues boss Frank 
Lampard after a prolific start 
to the campaign with his new 
side, scoring five goals in five 
Hungarian top-flight games 
as well as another four in six 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
qualifying matches.

He has also added three 
goals in the Europa League, 
meaning he has netted 12 in 
12 games so far this season.

Traore only signed for 
Ferencvaros this summer, 
spending the previous two 
seasons at Moldovan side 

Sheriff  Tiraspol, where he 
picked up 25 goals and 16 
assists in 61 games across 
all competitions.

The Mali winger was 
also part of  the team that 
beat Carlo Ancelotti's Real 
Madrid at the Bernabeu in 
the Champions League.

some people don't like to 
hear it, AJ's still arguably 
the biggest draw in boxing,” 
Hearn told talkSPORT. 

“I mean AJ vs Fury is 
still five times as big as Fury 
vs Usyk, that's the reality. 

“By the way, Fury vs 
Usyk is a great fight, it's for 
t h e  u n d i s p u t e d 
championship, but like I 
said, people want to see AJ 
vs Fury. 

“Even when he lost to 
Usyk I said to people, 'You 
will see the Fury fight.' I 
didn't think that would be 
December, but whether 
that's next spring, next 
summer, that fight remains 
the biggest in boxing.” 

righton have made a Bmove for Roberto de 
Zerbi.

In the market for a new 
m a n a g e r  a f t e r  l o s i n g 
Graham Potter to Chelsea, 
Brighton have approached 
De Zerbi about the job, says 
Sportitalia.

De Zerbi is a free agent 
after  leaving Shakhtar 
Donetsk at the end of  last 
season.

j a x  m a n a g e r , 

AAlfred Schreuder 
has dispelled fears 

Calvin Bassey could be set 
for a spell on the sidelines 
after he picked up an Injury 
in the club's 5-0 win against 

Heerenveen.
Bassey suffered a knock 

in the closing stages of  the 
game.

The defender was in 
severe pain after his left foot 
was badly hit.

“Calvin Bassey is doing 
okay. It was just a knock. 
Nothing bad,” Schreuder 
told reporters.

T h e  E r e d i v i s i e 
champions will take on 
Liver pool  in  a  UEFA 

ewcastle defender, 

NDan Burn remains 
the number one 

supporter of  VAR.
Burn believes VAR is 

“good for football” but 
admitted he was frustrated 
after the 0-0 draw against 
Crystal Palace. Referee 
M i c h a e l  S a l i s b u r y 
originally allowed a goal 
that would have secured all 
t h r e e  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e 
Magpies.

“Frustrated (about the 
VAR call),” Burn told 
NUFC TV.

“There's a lot of  talk 

about VAR whether it's 
good for the game or bad 
for the game. The officials 
have been able to look at it 
numerous times and come 
up with that decision.

“It's hard but you've 
got to come to terms with 
t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  We ' l l 
probably get a few our way 
this season, the chances are 
they'll probably even out. 
As a whole, I do think VAR 
is good for football. It's just 
(about) how many years it's 
going to take us to accept 
the system.”

Champions League clash at 
Anfield on Tuesday.

S c h r e u d e r ' s  s i d e 
defeated Rangers 3-0 in 
their opening fixture in the 
competition.

The Italian also turned 
down Bologna last week 
after insisting he would only 
take  the  job  i f  S in isa 
Mihajlovic resigned from 
the post, rather than being 
sacked.

De Zerbi  made his 
name with his success at 
S a s s u o l o.  Ta l k s  w i t h 
B r i g h t o n  a r e  n o w 
underway.

“I love to learn and when 
a gentleman like him takes 
the time to make me watch 
videos of  my matches in his 
office to explain things to 
me, that's the best,” he said.

According to him, the 
Dutchman gave him the 
oppor tunity to express 
himself  both on and off  the 
pitch, unlike other managers 
such as Jose Mourinho and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.

“Once I had scored 
twice, and he made me 
watch the video to set me on 
fire. I told him that I scored 
twice, so what's the problem?

“He wanted to talk to me 
about running angles and 
movement zones. I told him 
that I understood and that he 
liked my whole character. 
With Mourinho, it had 
nothing to do.”

Van Gaal was sacked as 
manager of  Manchester 
United in May 2016 despite 
leading the Red Devils to an 
FA Cup 2-1 final win over 
Crystal Palace.

Also, Anthony Martial 
has hailed the talent of  
Wayne Rooney.

Mar t ial  has  instead 
n a m e d  U n i t e d  l e g e n d 

Rooney as his best-ever 
teammate, hefty praise from 
a man who has played 
alongside Kylian Mbappe 
for France. Martial played 
with Rooney in the United 
attack much more than he 
has with Ronaldo so far and 
he explained his reasoning 
for his pick.

He  sa id :  “We have 
spoken about being genuine 
and so I can speak about 
Wayne Rooney.

“He's the best player I 
have played with. He's 
always playing for the team, 
always at 100%, no fuss.

“A mons te r.  And  a 
model as a footballer.”

Martial names manager he loved working with
…Says Rooney better than Mbappe

Brighton open talks with
Roberto de Zerbi

Ajax boss, Schreuder gives update on Bassey's injury

Joshua vs Fury bigger than Usyk bout – Hearn

Adama Traore interesting
Everton

Newcastle defender, Dan
Burn backs VAR

Rooney, Martial

de Zerbi Traore

Bassey
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lizabeth II's job as Equeen was imposed on 
her by an ancient 

constitution that required no 
qualification other than that 
she exist.

Having been appointed, 
and whatever her private 
thoughts, she performed her 
role over an extraordinarily 
long reign in near-faultless 
m a n n e r,  l e av i n g  s c a n t 
ammunition for personal 
attack from the f iercest 
opponents of  hereditary 
principle.

As Britain hurtled through 
times of  astonishing societal 
change, she faced many 
challenges in keeping the 
monarchy apace – and yet she 
succeeded in remaining a 
force for national cohesion. A 
constant: familiar in brightly 
coloured coat, brimmed hat 
and handbag,  she g lad-
handed her way through 
“walkabouts”, garden parties, 
s h i p  l a u n c h e s ,  p l a q u e 
unveilings, tree plantings, 
building inaugurations – the 
bread and butter of  her 
engagements diary – with an 
inscrutable smile in place.

Becoming queen at such a 
young age meant the world 
knew little of  her personality 
a n d  v i e w s  b e f o r e  h e r 
accession, and she continued 
to reveal little thereafter. She 
never uttered a controversial 
opinion in public, though 
supporters and critics would 
differ over whether this was 
simply because she held none, 
or whether she was a master 
o f  t h e  a r t  o f  p o l i t i c a l 
neutrality.

W h e n  c a u g h t  i n  a 
maelstrom, it was most likely 
she had been thrust there by a 
lack of  precedent in the 
protocol on which her life was 
solidly predicated, or wrong-
footed by politicians or the 
antics of  the younger royals.

Only those closest knew 
Elizabeth the wife, mother, 
grandmother and excellent 

mimic. Though the masses 
caught occasional glimpses of  
t h e  p r i va t e  w o m a n ,  s h e 
remained largely an enigma, 
and will do so until the diaries, 
which in royal tradition she 
wrote daily, are made public.

P r i n c e s s  E l i z a b e t h 
Alexandra Mary was born third 
in line to the throne on 21 April 
1926, at 17 Bruton Street, 
M a y f a i r ,  h e r  m a t e r n a l 
grandparents' London home, 12 
days before the general strike. 
Three months previously, John 
Logie Baird had given his first 
pub l i c  demons t ra t ion  o f  
television, which would, as 
high-speed travel and the 

internet did later, transform the 
world during her lifetime.

When her uncle David, then 
Edward VIII, abdicated over his 
determination to marry the 
American divorcee Wallis 
Simpson, destiny cast Elizabeth 
as heir presumptive at the age of  
10. For the obedient, sensible 
princess, who neatly lined up 
her toy ponies outside the 
nursery door each night, and 
who was being home-schooled 
for an aristocratic life as a minor 
royal, it was a traumatic turn of  
e v e n t s .  S h e  c o u l d ,  h e r 
grandmother Lady Strathmore 
said later, be seen at night 
“ a r d e n t ly  p r ay i n g  f o r  a 

brother”. None came.
Her stammering, introvert 

f a t h e r,  G e o r ge  V I ,  d i e d 
prematurely in 1952, when she 
was 25, a young wife and 
mother of  two, who had hoped 
for many more years between 
herself  and the crown.

I n  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  R 
documentary for the BBC, 
marking the 40th anniversary of  
her accession, she explained: 
“In a way, I didn't have an 
apprenticeship. My father died 
much too young. It was all a 
very sudden kind of  taking on 
and making the best job you 
can. It's a question of  maturing 
into something one has got used 

to doing and accepting that here 
you are and that is your fate, 
because I think continuity is 
very important. It's a job for 
life.”

It was a succinct summary 
of  her matter-of-fact attitude 
towards her lot.

The coronation in 1953 
brought tens of  thousands of  
p e o p l e  t o  t h e  M a l l .  I n 
unseasonably cold June drizzle 
a n d  a m i d  a  b l i z z a r d  o f  
commemorative kitsch, the 
dazzling young queen was 
crowned with her handsome 
consort, Prince Philip, at her 
side. The public adoration and 
global fascination she attracted 
in those early years was of  a 
level unmatched until Lady 
Diana Spencer joined the 
family firm 30 years later. A 
third of  her subjects believed 
her to have been chosen by 
God. Deference was the order 
of  the day.

Philip was at her side for 73 
years. She was bereft at the loss 
of  her lifelong companion after 
he died in his sleep at the age of  
99 in April 2021. His death, 
during the Covid pandemic, led 
to her sitting alone and bereaved 
in St George's Chapel, Windsor 
Castle, during the poignant 
funeral, hugely scaled down 
b e c a u s e  o f  c o r o n av i r u s 
restrictions. The two had spent 
the last months of  his life 
together in lockdown, shielding 
at Windsor because of  their 
vulnerability to the virus due to 
their advanced years.

Though duty and diligence 
were her own watchwords, 
there were occasions when 
Elizabeth found herself  on the 
back foot despite her best 
endeavours. Her nadir, perhaps, 
was 1992, described by the 
Queen herself  as her “annus 
horribilis”, a year when a 
s c a n d a l - w e a r y  p u b l i c 
q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r 
misbehaving  roya ls  were 
deserving of  their tax-free status 
and taxpayer-funded lifestyle. 
D i s s e n t  w a s  f u e l l e d  b y 
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