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The fresh news people

Auction Sales! 
Auction Sales!!
There shall be auction sales of 
unserviceable cars, Machineries, 
Tanks and iron gates at Ihitte/
Uboma L.G.A Headquarters.

Date:  4th Aug 2022
Time: 10am

Auctioneer
J.C Uwalaka & Sons
08027400733

NDLEA busts Mkpuru Mmiri Labs in Anambra,
Lagos, nabs 2 barons, 1 chemist

N2.5b Debt War
Innoson Motors replies Imo Govt: We stand by our word
….We will puncture the pack of lies 

Parents fault FGGC Umuahia’s school management
...As fire guts school for third time in 8 years

Abuja Insecurity: 
Nnamdi Kanu’s life 
at risk – IPOB

... Gunmen kill 7, injure others in Imo

... Scores of passengers abducted 
as suspected herdsmen block 
Enugu/PH highway, set military 
van ablaze

Anambra Govt dissolves Boards, Governing councils, Depts, Agencies

Again South East under siege

President Buhari receives Body Of Benchers 6. L-R: Vice Chairman, Body Of Benchers, Hon Justice Mary Peter Odili, Chairman Body 
Of Benchers, Chief Wole Olanipekun, President Muhammadu Buhari, Chief Of Staff Prof Ibrahim Gambaeri And Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of the Federation, Mr Abubakar Malami SAN, at the State House, Abuja.
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2023: Nigeria needs a Christian as President
to curb challenges - Archbishop Ibezim 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Arch Bishop of  
Awka Anglican 
Provence of  the Ni-

ger and Arch Bishop of  
Awka Diocese Rt Rev. Dr. 
Chibuzo Alexander Ibez-
im has warned Nigerian 
politicians not to play with 
Christians ahead of  the 
2023 general elections in 
the country.

He said the country, as it 
stands now needed a com-
mitted, God-fearing Chris-
tian as President from the 
Southern part of  Nigeria to 
succeed democratically. He 
noted that only a Christian 
President would drastically 
address the insecurity, po-
litical and other social-eco-
nomic challenges currently 
befalling the country. Ibez-
im further warned that the 
concept of  Muslim/ Mus-
lim Presidential candidate 
and Running Mate would 
spell doom for the country, 
insisting that Nigeria needs 
Christians to succeed. Ac-

cording to Archbishop 
Ibezim, who briefed jour-
nalists on Monday, at Em-
maus House Awka, on the 
activities to celebrate his 
60th birthday slated for Fri-
day, August 5th, 2022, said, 
“Let me tell you, if  Nigeri-
ans are going to succeed, 
the country should not 
play with Christians and 
whether you like it or not 
Christianity has suffered 
persecution right from the 
days of  Christ up till now.” 
But as for what is going 
on the church will always 
succeed and so it is in the 
interest of  that the church 
succeeds. “Because any 
where the church doesn’t 
succeed that place will go 
back to darkness and for 
the Muslim-Muslim candi-
date or Christian-Christian 
candidate it is important 
that Christians should have 
a say in government.” We 
are not second class citi-
zens and by the time you 
find Christians as second 
class citizens you are fin-
ished yourself; “I am look-

ing at a Christian-Muslim 
Ticket with the Christian 
up there and  a Muslim 
under him and that is my 
position and for Nigeria to 
survive we must recognize 
the church and nobody 
fights the people of  God 
and succeed. Reacting to 
the report about Clerics 
that attended the All Pro-
gressives Congress APC 
unveiling of  Ahmed Tinu-
bu running mate, Senator 
Shetima, Ibezim, said, I 
don’t blame them because 
when proliferation entered 
into the church many peo-
ple call themselves Bishops 
and that is the effect of  pro-
liferation. If  you come to 
the Christian Association 
of  Nigeria CAN many 
people come and claim to 
be Bishops and if  you claim 
to be a Bishop let it be that 
God has said but if  it is not, 
the wrath of  God will visit 
you. What they are doing 
is not of  God and it is very 
satanic; he added.

He use the medium to 
appreciate former Angli-

can Primate, Pa Joseph 
Abiodun Adetiloye, for 
making him who he is to-
day. He said that the for-
mer primate played a very 
critical role to his becom-
ing an Archbishop and he 
will ever remain grateful to 
him.

According to him, God 
favoured him through Jo-
seph Abiodun Adetiloye 
who took him as a son 
and made him whatever 
he is today. “He sent me 
to serve at Marina, La-
gos and I stayed there for 
years. He took care of  me, 
protected me. He played a 

very vital role in my life, 
if  there is any person who 
played an important role 
in my life, the person was 
Joseph Abiodun Adeti-
loye. “I never speak Yoru-
ba, I don’t know him and 
yet he took me and made 
me what I am today,” he 
said. According to him  , 
Joseph Abiodun Adetiloye 
nominated him for stud-
ies in America, where he 
obtained his Masters and 
PhD in Divinity. He said 
that before he left Ameri-
ca for studies, the primate   
prayed and blessed him. 
He said that Adetiloye 

told him that he would be 
a church leader and today 
he is a church leader. Ibez-
im noted that he was made 
a Venerable by Adetiloye 
while in America, when 
passing through challeng-
es to establish church of  
Nigeria in United State of  
America. 

“I want to advise any 
person that if  God wants to 
help you he does not create 
barrier. God used Joseph 
Abiodun Adetiloye to lift 
me into prominence,” he 
said.  He urged everybody 
to be patient and work   ac-
cording to the will of  God 
for success.

2023: Ihiala Federal Constituency deserves 
better -YPP candidate declares 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Federal House of  
Representatives can-
didate for Ihiala Fed-

eral Constituency, for the 
Young Progressives Party 
(YPP) Barrister Johnmary 
Akachukwu Maduakolam 
has expressed deep wor-
ry over the total neglect of  
Ndi-Ihiala by the duty bear-
ers in the area. 

Maduakolam who ad-
dressed journalists yester-
day at Ihiala pointed out 
that it was an aberration to 
climb to the position of  au-
thority on a free mandate of  
the people only to abandon 
the people for whatever rea-
son. 

He pointed out that a 
whole lot of  abnormalities 
are happening in Ihiala 
Federal Constituency while 
the elected officials look the 
away.  

The United Kingdom 
trained legal practitioner 
noted that the ugly situation 
has thrown the constituents 
into hopelessness as life be-
comes unpredictable and 
brutish for them. According 
to him, “Millions of  Ndi 
Ihiala are worried over the 
happenings in their land 
and more so because those 
in authority do not care 
about them.

 The condition of  life in 
Ihiala federal constituency 

is at its lowest level,” he as-
serted.” 

Consequently he urged 
the citizens to be coura-
geous, because at a time of  
untold hardship and despair 
can only worsen the already 
bad situation. 

The YPP candidate be-
lieved that the 2023 Nation-
al Assembly election would 
be a unique opportunity to 
turn situation around posi-
tively by voting for the right 
person for the job. 

He said as a matter of  fact 

the people cannot be trav-
eling on a wrong direction 
and expects to get to their 
destination. 

“But all hope is not lost, 
as I have listened to the con-
cerns of  our people, and I 
know where it bites them. 
With their support, the fu-
ture looks bright. I am run-
ning for the House of  Reps 
because I fully convinced 
that a new and greater Ihi-
ala Federal Constituency is 
possible with my CLEAN 
agenda,” he stressed.

Be at the vanguard of telling
the truth to public 
- Anambra NOA Director tells staff

Anambra Govt dissolves Boards, Governing 
Councils, departments, agencies
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernment led by the 
Commissioner of  

Information, Sir Paul Nwo-
su has announced the dis-
solution of  the Boards and 
Governing Councils of  gov-
ernment departments and 
agencies with immediate 
effect. 

Sir Nwosu disclosed 
this in a press briefing on 
Monday in Awka where 
he equally directed them 
to hand over every govern-
ment property within their 
custody to the most senior 
civil servants in their organ-
izations. 

The Commissioner fur-
ther noted that the “newly 
confirmed Transition Com-
mittee Chairmen will be 
inaugurated on the 2nd of  
August, 2022.

 They will return to their 

various LGAs where they 
will in turn inaugurate their 
various councilors.”

Arrangement is underway 
to hold a retreat for the Tran-
sition Committee Chairmen 
and their principal officers.

In furtherance of  govern-
ment policy to re-enact the 
prosperous era of  Chief  
M.I Okpara in the old East-
ern region when cash crops 
were the main source of  rev-
enue, ANSEC has constitut-
ed a committee drawn from 
the three Senatorial zones 
to map out strategies for 
distributing the millions of  
coconut and palm seedlings 
which have been procured.

“ANSEC formally termi-
nated the contract awarded 
to Messrs Rockland Devel-
opment Ltd to construct the 
Ministry of  Housing main 
office complex at Jerome 
Udorji Secretariat, Awka.

Valued at N33, 253, 119, 

66, the contract was can-
celled due to lack of  execu-
tion of  the job on the part of  
the contractor and ANSEC 
has resolved to take neces-
sary steps to recover the said 
amount paid to the contrac-
tor.”

 “The Attorney Gener-
al of  the state presented a 
memo that seeks to reform 
major aspects of  the dispen-
sation of  justice. She called 
for the building of  model 
Juvenile Delinquent facili-
ty in line with international 
standards. Presently, none 
of  such facility exists in the 
South East.”

She also proposed that the 
state justice system be digi-
tized for quick dispensation 
of  justice. 

To this end, she is pushing 
for the staff  of  the Ministry 
of  justice and the judiciary 
to undergo digital training 
by computer experts. 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he State Director of  
the National Orienta-
tion Agency, Anam-

bra State Directorate, Awka, 
Barristers Charles Nwoji, has 
admonished Staff  and Man-
agement of  the Agency to 
work towards allowing their 
activities to reflect on   the 
growth and development of  
the Agency, especially now 
the 2023 general elections are 
around the corner. 

The NOA Director gave 
the admonition while de-
claring open a one day In-
tensive In-House Capacity 
Enhancement programme 

organised by the Leadership 
of  the agency for the Field 
and Headquarters Officers of  
the Agency, held today at the 
Corporate Office of  NOA in 
Awka.

Barrister Nwoji, who ex-
plained the theme of  the 
programme as “Promoting 
Healthy Internal Dynamics 
in Strategic Public Institu-
tion,” told the participants to 
be at the vanguard of  telling 
the public the undiluted truth 
in the course of  discharging 
their duties at all times.

The NOA boss, who ad-
vocated for collective actions 
by all Staff  of  the Agency 
in transforming the Organi-
zation to an enviable height, 

stated that the programme 
was designed by Leadership 
of  the Agency to draw the 
participants back to under-
standing the existing dynam-
ics of  the Agency and what 
they owe the society. 

He reminded the partici-
pants of  the need  for them 
to streamline their activities 
and schedules as well as ad-
herence to the hierarchy of  
the Agency, extant rules, 
regulations and provisions 
establishing the agency as 
they project into the future 
for  beneficial growth and de-
velopment of  NOA.

In a lecture titled, “Ef-
fective Programme Devel-
opment and Evaluation in 

National Orientation Agen-
cy”, the Deputy Director in 
charge of  Programmes, Sir 
Joseph Uchendu, urged the 
participants to work towards 
imbibing the growth of  dis-
cipline, integrity, dignity of  
labour, religious tolerance, 
social justice and self  reliant  
in the course of  performing 
their functions  in the society.

He advised the staff  to 
strive towards embracing e- 
programming and ICT with 
a view to speeding up their 
performances, especially in 
the area of  galvanizing the 
people to accepting the devel-
opmental programs of  gov-
ernment.

In another lecture on “Ef-
fective Report Writing and 
Strategic Communication,” 
the Deputy Director Plan-
ning, Research and Strategy,” 
Comrade Felix Agbo, main-
tained that report writing is 
a very serious mental work, 

and that the essence of  the 
lecture was to enhance the 
proficiency of  the partici-
pants in report writing and ef-
fective communication meth-
odology, asking them to be 
very careful in their choice of  
words while writing a report. 

In the course of  the pro-
gramme, lectures were also 
delivered on Salient Admin-
istrative Processes and Extant 
Public Service Rules, Under-
standing the Essence and 
Workings of  the Special Du-
ties Unit and its Implications 
on Productivity, Basic  Finan-
cial and Auditing one and 
two by the Deputy Director 
Administration, Mr. Ijeoma 
Nzewi, Deputy Director Spe-
cial Duties, Barrister Ifeoma 
Chijioke, Acting Head of  Fi-
nance and Accounts Depart-
ment, Mr.Uzoh Obeleagu 
and the Acting Head Audit 
Unit,  Mrs Amalachukwu 
Anyansi respectively.
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Soludo eulogies wife @ 52, describes
her as God’s gift 

Anambra communities protest 
abandonment of N3.9b road 
project by Obiano’s govt 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

E
ight communities in 
Orumba South local 
government area of  

Anambra are currently pro-
testing the abandonment of  
a 25 km road project aban-
doned by the immediate 
past administration of  Gov 
Willie Obiano.

News Echo gathered that 
the Project which was 
awarded at the cost of  N3.9 
billion was to link up Apko, 
Ogbunka and six other com-
munities to Abia state but 
was allegedly abandoned by 
the Obiano administration 
shortly after the commence-
ment of  earth works at the 
site.

Consequently, gully ero-
sion menace is sweeping 
away homes and farm lands 
belonging to these towns 
and so far eleven buildings 
have been affected. 

According to the spokes-
man of  the affected commu-
nities Chief  Paul Onwudiwe 
when spoke to reporters in 
Ogbunka, Orumba North 
Council Area of  the state, 
on Monday. 

“This was a project award-
ed by the immediate past ad-
ministration of  Willie Obi-
ano and the contractors had 
mobilized to site and had 
commenced earth works 
when the later withdrew 
from site.

 The road project is to link 
up these communities from 
Akpo, Aguata local gov-
ernment area of  the state, 
through to neighboring Abia 
state at the cost of  N3.9 bil-
lion and when we made 

enquires we were told that 
Obiano said that since our 
brother Soludo is going to be 
governor that he would con-
tinue with the project. 

But at the moment many 
buildings are being washed 
and swept away by gully 
erosion caused by heavy 
flooding and if  you go there 
now it has cut off  small ac-
cess roads to our kit and kin 
in other communities and 
more than eleven buildings 
are on verge of  collapse due 
to the abandonment of  the 
project and the drainages 
constructed have become 
death traps in those commu-
nities; he said. 

Continuing Onwudiwe 
expressed hope that the 
administration of  Soludo 
would expedite actions on 
the project to save the build-
ings in those communities 
from being ravaged by gully 
erosion. 

When contacted the Press 
Secretary to Gov. Soludo, 
Mr. Christian Aburime said 
that Soludo has already de-
clared a state of  emergency 
on Anambra roads, add-
ing that the funds saved by 
his administration through 
fighting leakages from the 
Internally Generated Reve-
nue would be used to com-
mence massive and aggres-
sive road construction and 
rehabilitation. 

His Excellency is mindful 
of  the state of  our roads and 
we are only waiting for the 
rains to subside then massive 
and aggressive road con-
struction would commence.

You also know that he 
had earlier declared a state 
of  emergency on Anambra 

Mrs. Nonye Soludo with husband, the executive governor of Anambra State, Prof. 
Charles Soludo during her 52nd birthday celebration in Awka.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

L
ast Sunday, Anambra 
State Governor, Pro-
fessor Charles Chuk-

wuma Soludo CFR, took 
out time to celebrate his wife, 
Mrs. Nonye Soludo on her 
52nd birthday.  A private 
mass heralded the day which 
will best be described as a nor-
mal but special day.

Friends and well wishers 
had prepared a mini-surprise 
birthday bash for the Gover-
nor’s wife. The Deputy Gov-
ernor’s wife, Lady Oluchi 
Ibezim, Mrs Obiageli Okwu-
banego, Mrs Edna Obiakor, 
Commissioner for Women 
and Social Development, Mrs 

Ify Obinabo, her Education 
and Budget and Economic 
Planning counterparts, Pro-
fessor Ngozi Chuma-Udeh, 
Ms Chiamaka Nnake and a 
host of  others, were not miss-
ing in action. 

One striking thing about 
the day was when Governor 
Soludo took to the stage and 
described his wife as God’s 
gift to him.

The Governor went on to 
recall how his wife has been 
very supportive during his 
days as the Central Bank Gov-
ernor, his eventual sojourn in 
the world of  politics; how she 
took care of  the home-front 
and other wonderful things 
she did as wife and mother, 
while he was on national du-

Umahi solicits FG’s assistance to tackle 
Afikpo South’s landslide
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has solicited for 

financial intervention from 
the Federal Government to 
tackle the landslide which 
occurred at the retaining 
wall of  Ogwuma section of  
the road from Iyere flyover 
in Afikpo South Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the State.

Governor Umahi made 
the call while speaking with 
newsmen shortly after as-
sessing the extent of  the 
landslide which blocked a 
section of  the road leading 
to Ohafia in Abia State. 

While blaming the cause 
of  the landslide on activities 
of  those inhabiting across 
the retaining wall, Governor 
Umahi announced plans to 
clear the road within seven 
days to enable Government 
know the best next line of  
action. 

He hinted that all those in-
habiting across the retaining 
wall would have to be evac-

uated for the retaining wall 
to be reconstructed to stand 
the test of  time.

Governor Umahi ap-
pealed for assistance from 
the Federal Government to 
enable his administration 
swing into action to save the 
road users from the unto-
ward hardship.

 “This is Ogwuma, a sec-
tion of  the road after Iyere 
flyover. “It has been totally 
blocked by landslide, and 
since 2004, we have been 
having very serious land-
slide here. 

“Infact, I lost one of  my 
Workers here about 2008 
during the construction of  
a very heavy retaining wall 
which is what sustained this 
road from 2008 till few days 
ago.

 “As you can see a lot of  
houses have sprang up there 
and so this had to disturb the 
ecosystem of  this section of  
the hill and the effect is what 
you see. “The road has been 
blocked and it is going to 
take quite a lot of  efforts to 
even unblock the road, be-

fore thinking about how to 
reconstruct very long sec-
tion of  retaining wall. 

“Nobody is passing 
through here just because 
of  the activities of  very few 
people, so, what my govern-
ment is going to do first and 
foremost is to ask everybody 
on that hill to leave.” 

We have to take over the 
hill for people to continue to 
use this road, especially at 
this time we have solved the 
problem of  the Iyere Bridge 
which hitherto posed a seri-
ous hindrance on the road.”

“We are going to look 
into how to clear the road,  
“I am sure in the next sev-
en days we should be able 
to deploy about five cater-
pillars, dozers and trucks to 
first of  all, clear the road for 
us to see whether the slide 
is such that it could be con-
tained. 

“Otherwise we would 
have to block it until we are 
able to reconstruct the re-
taining wall. “But there is 
no amount of  retaining wall 
that can sustain this place if  

ties.
The Governor heaped 

praises on his wife for the 
great sacrifices she had made 
on several occasions, to keep 
him going, including living in 
many countries as a consult-
ant. 

Based on the foregoing, the 
Governor emphasized that 
every year of  his wife’s birth-
day offers him the opportuni-
ty to celebrate her as a unique 
personality, a caring wife and 
an excellent mother, Gover-
nor Soludo, in another vein, 
also reminded guests that he 
applied for this job to which 
Ndi Anambra elected him.  

“We are not in a total cel-
ebrating mood in Anambra 
state, until we fix the roads 

and many projects staring at 
us, only then shall we have 
reason to celebrate fully”, 
Governor Soludo empha-
sized.

“However, let us always 
celebrate our women, be-
cause a society that doesn’t 
celebrate them is one that is 

clapping with one hand”. 
He further said. After the 

mass, the Governor, his wife, 
Deputy Governor’s wife, Mrs. 
Oluchi Ibezim, Deputy Chief  
of  Staff, Mr. Chinedu Nwoye 
and others, proceeded to 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University Teaching 

Hospital Amaku-Awka and 
thereafter, Model Commu-
nity Children’s Home where 
Mrs. Soludo offered succour 
by way of  donation of  food 
stuff  to patients and moth-
erless children, who in turn, 
prayed for the first lady and 
her family.

people still have a lot of  ac-
tivities up there. 

“So we are going to make 
sure that we evacuate every-
body there so that we can 
reconstruct it. 

“We can inconvenience 
few people to advantage a 
lot of  people.” That is what 
we are going to do. “We will 
do what we can, and we will 
report to the Federal Gov-
ernment for help. 

“It is up to me to report 
and I am sure that Mr. Pres-
ident when I report will ap-
prove immediately.

“But it is up to the due 
process people to know that 
people are suffering and 
help because we have a lot 
of  things in our hands.”

Most of  our road projects 
are Federal Government 
projects, but who is Federal 
Government?

“We are Federal Govern-
ment, so we had to tackle 
them but we don’t really 
have money to tackle this.” 
So, I am going to report to 
the Federal Government,” 
he stated.

roads and the cutting down 
of  cost of  governance and 
the check mating of  revenue 
leakages has also paid off  be-
cause of  the money we have 
saved. 

We shall use the funds to 
take on the construction of  
those roads and the project 
you are talking about is also 
one of  the roads that would 
be worked upon, he said.
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Editorial

t's totally unbecoming for the Iconflictual parties to shun the 
history of their peaceful relation 

to some cheap matters that doesn't 
worth their attention let alone 
consuming their long everlasting and 
marvelous cordial relationship. 
However, attach to any upheaval there 
is a lesson to learn for the future.

Nigeria has never been more 
divided than this time, under a 
northern Fulani retired military 
General, Muhammadu Buhari. Even 
those who shared same geographical 
location, history and ancestral 
background are fighting each other.

The current tussle between the 
ethnic nationalities in the country is 
disturbing. How minor trivialities 
brought us to the quagmire the hitherto 
peaceful nation find itself is nasauting.

It would most difficult to convince 
the upcoming generation that the 
North used to be a peaceful terrain 
where the inhabitants mingle with 
each other irrespective of  tribal 
differences or identity to set the 
country at war parts by permanently 
insisting on presidency at all times. 
After all the gleaming narratives have 
being bitterly colored to ugly ones.

Perhaps, crisis of identity was a 
thing of obscure belief in the North in 
those days. For over several decades 
the ethnic groups have been romancing 
each other as if they were of same 
origin. Hence they even succeeded in 
burying the ethnic difference through 
m a k i n g  s o c i a l  u n i o n s  a m o n g 
themselves.

Sadly, the issue is completely 
different. Things have changed by the 
passage of time. We bow down and 
take a different dimension which goes 
in contrary to that of  our grand 
grandfathers. The rising hostility is 
graduating out of proportion amongst 
major ethnic nationalities in the 
country.

Honestly, to say the least, Buhari's 
era is about the rudest, Nigeria has 
ever witnessed its entire history. His 
advent into the corridors of power is a 
profanity to the then harmonious 
ethnic gnationalities fighting each 
other fiercely under the curtain of 
politics and other politically related 
issues.

It's totally unbecoming for the 
conflictual parties to shun the history 

of their peaceful relationship to some 
cheap matters that doesn't worth their 
attention let alone consuming their 
long everlasting and marvelous cordial 
relationship. However, attach to any 
upheaval there is a lesson to learn for 
the future.

Sadly too, there are suspicious 
plans designed and orchestrated by 
some intruders to get this combo 
broken down. But undoubtedly, the 
chicken will soon come back home to 
roast. The invisible hands igniting the 
f i r e  o f  a n i m o s i t y  a m o n g  t h e 
interrelated parties would bury their 
face in shame.

On the future of  Nigeria, the 
economy is in such disarray that it 
needs a true nationalist that will 
institute measures even if they are 
against these 'fake' corporate bodies 
that are sucking the blood out of the 
nation. Not the kind of ineffective but 
detrimental measures we experience in 
the past, but well-studied economic 
measures that will not only increase 
the Gross Domestic Product, but raise 
the per capita income of individuals. 
Today in Nigeria, the middle-class 
income strata are almost effaced. 
People are either poor or extremely 
rich.

As for security, there is a need for a 
general overhaul to reflect the security 
challenges the nation is facing. The 
nation needs state and county police, 
and a national guard, with forest 
rangers also drawn largely from the 
dwellers of the forest. No Nigerian 
s h o u l d  b e  m a r g i n a l i s e d  i n 
development and participation in 
nation-building.

T h e  n a t i o n  n e e d s  a  r o b u s t 
educational reform. No child should 
b e  l e f t  b e h i n d .  I n  a  t e n - ye a r 
generation, most Nigerians should be 
educated somehow, the nation will 
then rise to great heights. Without 
education, all said will go with the 
wind.

The next President is not going to 
face problems that are for a novice, nor 
can the nation wait for him to learn any 
longer. He should be ready from day 
one and like a sprinter ready for action 
with the blow of the whistle.

Nigeria cannot be ruled effectively 
by a sectional or regional politician, 
but by one that has the national appeal 
of carrying all along.

A nation at war
within itself
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here is no doubt that our Tdear country Nigeria is 
at a critical junction of  

her l ife as an entity, her 
chequered history has hardly 
been more precarious, virtually 
all institutions of  state have 
broken and collapsed, the last 
hope of  the common man – the 
justice system, the security 
architecture, the judiciary and 
those who fight and advocate 
for justice – the bench and Bar 
the last bastions of  civil 
liberties and protection from 
tyranny have also now been 
infected with the deadly 
potentially fatal  virus, i t 
appears to be all over now that 
within the space of  a couple of  
days, the country was subjected 
to the traumatizing spectacle of  
the preeminent lawyer in the 
country behaving a manner 
most unworthy of  even a motor 
park chairman and a funny 
spectacle of  an honorable 
Chief  Judge wielding the 
sledgehammer in very suspect 
circumstances suspected to be 
designed to cow an innocent 
minister in the temple of  justice 
from carrying out his sacred 
obligations, there is also the 
equally important case of  a 
magistrate chased out of  a 
police station by an officer, and 
his crimes? Just on a routine 
official duties in compliance 
with the administration of  
criminal justice law! If  you are 
not terrified by the portents, 
well I envy you because I'm 
mortified.

Let's start with the big one, 
the preeminent lawyer in the 
land openly solicited and 
advertised his services and even 
egregiously attempted to poach 
the client of  a fellow lawyer, 
tacitly painting his colleague as 
incapable of  mustering the 
network and connections 
required for such species of  
cases, all sorts of  shameful and 
shameless underhand dealings 
were  promised  the  most 
revealing of  which is that the 
Bench isn't actually enamoured 
with the jurisprudence as they 
are malleable to influence, 
believe me I'd never heard such 
an open rape of  the soul of  
justice, folks what determines 
the judgments of  our courts are 
inf luence and having the 
n e c e s s a r y  n e t w o r k  o f  
connections to the topmost 
e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  B e n c h , 
according to our preeminent 
lawyer, can you beat that?

As if  bad isn't bad enough, 
when demanded to step aside 
to allow for unbiased and 

objective investigation, the 
man who ought have been an 
exemplar  of  v i r tues  and 
h o n o u r  b e l l o w e d  a n d 
remonstrated that a little brat 
who calls himself  the NBA 
president for his audacity to 
have written such letter to him 
when he the super lawyer was 
called to the Bar before he was 
born! You just can't beat that, 
or can you? Our superior and 
preeminent  l awyer  mus t 
remain in office while the 
embarrass ing al legat ions 
l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  h i m  i s 
investigated, wonders shall 
never end, I wonder what 
example  our  preeminent 
lawyer is  showing to his 
juniors.

Stil l  on impunity and 
unethical use of  power, the 
honourable chief  judge of  
Akwa Ibom state fur ther 
muddied the waters when she 
t r a n s m o g r i f i e d  i n t o  a 
t r i u m v i r a t e  m o n s t e r  o f  
complainant, prosecution, 
judge and jury against an 
unarmed lawyer, he's been 
remanded in prison custody for 
one full month for contempt by 
the honourable chief  judge, but 
does the procedure adopted by 
the Chief  Judge in remanding 
counsel faultless when held 
close to the candle? I do not 
think so.

It's my humble but firm 
opinion that before the liberties 
guaranteed a citizen by the 
constitution is denied him, due 
processes of  law must be 
f o l l o w e d  e v e n  i f  t h e 
principalities and powers were 
the complainants! Now I don't 
know even though I doubt that 
a young lawyer of  Mr Inibehe 
Effiong's age at the Bar no 
matter his swag according to 
my little boy could dare bully 
the court, and now it's only the 
honourable chief  judge's words 
against his, something that 
footages from Closed-Circuit 
Television (CCTV) cameras 
installed in courtrooms and all 
public places would have laid to 
rest in hours, if  we were not a 
funny society. Only few lawyers 
would muster the courage to 
say actually what happened if  
that would be unflattering of  
the honourable the Chief  
Judge, public policy these days 
appears to be protective of  the 
elite than the public, how dare 
you embarrass the almighty 
CJ? All right then Mr Inibehe 
Effiong was alleged to have 
contemptuously treated the 
court, if  proven, then counsel 

deserves the hardest possible 
sanctions, he's unworthy of  
being a lawyer who treats the 
court with contempt, but 
s h o u l d  h e  b e  c h a r g e d , 
prosecuted, convicted and 
sentenced without hearing by 
the same judge who alleges 
contempt against  him? I 
seriously doubt if  that's the law.

I should think that no 
matter the circumstances or 
who the  complainant  or 
defendant is, the rules of  
natural justice must always 
undergird judicial decisions 
which affects the rights and 
liberties of  citizens, being the 
complainant, the prosecution 
and the judge all rolled into one 
runs counter to everything 
taught at the law school. And 
please forget the revisionists, 
why bring in armed men other 
than the regular court orderlies 
and court duty police officers 
against an unarmed lawyer, if  
not to create an intense and 
uncomfortable atmosphere? 
And please which law states 
that citizens – journalists of  all 
classes of  citizens must seek 
and obtain the leave of  court 
b e f o r e  r e c o r d i n g  c o u r t 
proceedings with any devices 
of  their choice? Except a court 
has any reasons to conduct it's 
proceedings in camera upon 

justifiable reasons being given 
all court proceedings must be 
open to the public, and the 
public are entitled to record 
court proceedings, it's not a 
meeting of  a political party or 
religious organization, it's the 
forum where rights of  citizens 
are determined and abused or 
protected and the public must 
have untrammeled access to 
the records of  court and may 
record same by any devices of  
their choice! Flowing from the 
above, I have severally called 
for magistrates and judicial 
officers not to be public officials 
responsible for the recording of  
court proceedings, in former 
t i m e s  i t  w a s  t r a i n e d 
s t e n o g r a p h e r s ,  I  d o n ' t 
understand why judges and 
magistrates should still be the 
o n e s  r e c o r d i n g  c o u r t 
proceedings even in this age of  
science and technology, no, 
they shouldn't their job is that 
of  an umpires or moderators – 
we're indeed a wonderful 
society!

To sea l  the  rape  and 
violation of  justice in the 
market square, a magistrate 
b e f o r e  w h o m  e v e n  t h e 
commissioner of  police should 
tremble and quake if  he dares 
detain a citizen in a manner not 
approved by law, went on a 

routine prison and custodial 
centre visit, only to be chased 
away by the rank and file on the 
orders of  an almighty officer in 
charge, what more eloquent 
testimonies to the fact that it's 
probably all over when the 
bastions and bulwarks against 
i m p u n i t y  a r e  t h e  v e r y 
perpetrators and purveyors of  
egregious bastardization of  
due process and raw display of  
power and impunity?

Justice was raped in the 
market  square  when the 
preeminent lawyer didn't walk 
the talk nor showing himself  
capab le  o f  knowing  the 
d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  h i s 
insistence to remain in office is 
having on the legal profession, 
his Lordship probably took a 
cue from that to wield the 
sledgehammer in questionable 
circumstances, the police 
refused to be left behind in the 
marathon romp in the market 
square where justice was raped.

That was how justice was 
murdered in the village square 
o n  a  b r o k e n  B e n c h  a n d 
Collapsed Bar and with the 
tacit approval of  the security 
architecture.

Murder of  Justice: Metaphor of A Broken Bench
and Collapsed Bar

By V.C Mba, Esq.

Ariwoola Buhari
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he last has not been heard Ton the back and forth 
between lnnoson Vehicle 

Manufacturing, IVM and the Imo 
state government. The Nnewi 
based vehicle giant initially filed a 
law suit against the state requesting 
payment for N2.5B for vehicles 
supplied since April, 2021. Since 
then they have received a reply of  
equal proportion with the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  a c c u s i n g  t h e 
manufacturing of  half  truths. 
Tuesday came with another 
statement from Innoson Motors 
detailing the genesis of  the 
transactions between both parties. 
In a statement on its official social 
media handle “Imo State Owes 
Innoson Vehicles N2.5B And We 
Stand By Our Statement,” signed 
b y  C o r n e l  O s i g w e,  H e a d , 
Cor pora te  Communica t ion 
Affairs of  Innoson group; “Our 
attention has been drawn to a 
statement purportedly release by 
the Commissioner for Information 
and Stra tegy,  Hon.  Declan 
Emelumba on behalf  of  the Imo 
State Government. The said 
statement was unscrupulously 
written to water down the facts and 
substance stated in our earlier 
statement. We do not wish to join 
words with Imo State Government 
as we now have it on good 
authority that it has engaged its e-
dogs to discredit our brand in the 
media space. The matter is now 

before the courts and we have 
always believed in the integrity of  
the judiciary to do the right thing 
when facts are stated. However, to 
ensure that the public is not 
deceived by the so-called response, 
we have decided to puncture the 
pack of  lies and further strengthen 
the facts.”

1. On buying N5B worth of  
vehicles: In March 2020, Imo State 
G o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  H i s 
E xc e l l e n c y,  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma on the assumption of  
office as the Governor of  Imo State 

procured and paid for its first set of  
Innoson Vehicles it ordered from 
the company. The Governor 
a s s u r e d  I n n o s o n  t h a t  h i s 
government will always patronize 
Innoson Vehicles for its vehicular 
n e e d s.  T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s 
transaction were not done in secret 
but were carried in the media.

After one year, specifically in 
April 2021, Imo State Government 
requested the supply of  another set 
of  vehicles with an understanding 
the State Government will pay for 
the vehicles after deliveries to 

them, just as was the case with the 
first transaction and which request 
was granted and honored. This 
pa r t i cu la r  t r ansac t ion  was 
reported by many news media. See 
link as reported by Thisday 
Newspaper- 

Innoson Vehicles has made all 
efforts since April 2021 through 
every means possible to make the 
Governor pay for the vehicles, all 
to  no  ava i l ,  even  wi th  the 
involvement of  top officials in 
Gover nment ,  c l e rg ie s,  and 
Bishops both with and outside Imo 
State to intervene on the matter, 

yet Imo State Government never 
r e s p o n d e d  t o  a l l  t h e s e 
interventions. More so, Innoson 
Ve h i c l e s  g a v e  I m o  S t a t e 
Government an option of  setting 
up a payment plan on monthly 
basis, yet there was no response or 
word from the State Government. 
Approaching the courts to recover 
the debt was the last option for us 
since The Governor has rebuffed 
all entreaties made to him to pay 
us.

2. Contractual Agreement: it is 
not correct that Innoson Vehicles 
ag reed  wi th  the  Imo Sta te 
G ove r n m e n t  t h a t  I n n o s o n 
Vehicles will set up a Service 
Centre in Imo State. For the 
avoidance of  doubt, Innoson 
Vehicles have various vehicle 
servicing partners in Imo State 
where Innoson Vehicles are 
maintained and serviced. More 
interestingly, Innoson Vehicles has 
its unique mobile workshop that 
provides maintenance and vehicle 
servicing to its clients To the best 
of  our knowledge,  Innoson 
Vehicles has always maintained 
and serviced the vehicles supplied 
to the Imo State Government up to 
the stage the company decided to 
disengage its maintenance and 
servicing as a result of  non-
payment of  servicing parts used 
which have risen

mo State has recently been in Ithe news for the worse 
reasons. It has been ranked 

the highest debtor state in the 
Southeast zone and third in the 
county. The state has been 
ridiculed and made mincemeat 
of, for its propensity to borrow. 
The economy is more and more 
strangulated by internal and 
external debts that are ridiculous. 

Just recently, His Excellency, 
Rt Hon Emeka Ihedioha, drew 
attention of  lmolites to the state 
debt burden of  over N205.9b as 
released by the National Bureau 
for Statistics, NBS for the end of  
first quarter, 2022. This is a state 
that receives humongous revenue 
monthly from FAAC and that 
also claims it racks up over N2b 
as IGR.

On thursday or there about, 
t h e  l n n o s o n  V e h i c l e 

Manufacturing, IVM, a local 
vehicle manufacturing company, 
made public a lawsuit it instituted 
against the State government for 
its inability to fulfill a credit 
obligation to the company.

According to a release by 
Cornel Osigwe, Head, Corporate 
Communication Affairs of  
Innoson group, the company was 
forced to drag the lmo state 
government to court over a 
whooping debt of  N2.5b with 
10% interest rate. The amount is 
said to be for liquidation of  credit 
for over two hundred and forty 
vehicles supplied to the state 
government in April, 2021by the 
company, according to Osigwe, 
in good faith.

The release went on to state 
that the company had to resort to 
legal option after it had made 
frantic efforts for amicable 

settlement. Information has it 
that the matter got to point where 
the state government resorted to 
being funny by playing hide and 
seek, in the usual "guyman" way. 

On Friday, the lmo State 
Commissioner for Information 
and Strategy, Hon Declan 
Emelumba came in shallow 
defence of  the state government. 
According to the Commissioner, 
the exact contract sum was N5b 
and that government was able to 
defray it only to the tune of  
N3.5b, leaving the balance of  
N2.5b.

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
Commissioner in his defence, 
seem to have been conservative 
with the truth. He could not in 
clear language explain why 
government had to let this matter 
escalate to such a scandalous 
state. What effort did it make to 

remedy the situation, Inspite of  
the number of  advances made, 
even by the MD of  the company, 
Dr Innocent Chukwuma. The 
commissioner mentioned about 
setting up a maintenance facility 
in the state, was that a condition 
for payment? 

For goodness sake, integrity 
is one of  the attributes of  good 
leadership. No investor would 
wish to put his funds in a state 
bereaved of  sincerity. This is 
coupled with the malignant 
insecurity situation in the state. 
Basic tenets of  good governance 
are all the state needs to move 
forward. Success must not be all 
a b o u t  g r a n d s t a n d i n g  a n d 
window dressing.

By all indications, lmo state 
is not insolvent. The income, 
expenditures and liabilities of  the 
state are known, so, any attempt 

to cajole and paint a picture of  
insufficient funds in the state 
would need to be explained. 

Imolites are aware of  what 
make up the monthly aggregate 
revenue of  the state, the local 
government funds inclusive. 
They are also not oblivious of  the 
debt and expenditure profile of  
t h e  s t a t e.  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e 
unbelievable when government 
t r i e s  t o  s h y  a w a y  f r o m 
fundamental obligations it needs 
to undertake. Imo State must not 
be denigrated by the ineptitude 
and avarice of  just one man.  
Well, the end to this show of  
shame is at sight. Imo must be 
rescued and rebuilt.

N2.5B debt war
Innoson Motors replies Imo Govt:
We stand by our word
….We will puncture the pack of lies 

==============================================================================

Innoson Motors: Uzodimma reducing Imo to a filthy debtor state
By Mazi Emenike Nmeregini

Security vehicles supplied by Innoson Vehicle Manufacturing to Imo State one year ago
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HE Academic TStaff  Union of  
U n i v e r s i t i e s , 

A S U U,  h a s  a g a i n 
extended the ongoing 
strike by four weeks.

Pres iden t  o f  the 
union, Prof  Emmanuel 
Osodeke, who disclosed 
t h i s  i n  s t a t e m e n t 
ye s t e r d ay,  s a i d  t h e 
decision was to give the 
government enough time 
to resolve all outstanding 
issues with the lecturers.

Noting that the body 
conveyed an emergency 
N a t i o n a l  E xe c u t ive 
C o m m i t t e e ,  N E C , 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e 
University of  Abuja on 
S u n d ay,  t h e  A S U U 
P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  t h e 
ex tens ion  was  wi th 
immediate effect  on 
August 1.

The statement read:  
“Following extensive 
deliberations and taking 
c o g n i s a n c e  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p a s t 
failures to abide by its 
o w n  t i m e l i n e s  i n 
addressing issues raised 
in the 2020 FGN/ASUU 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Action,  MOA, NEC 
resolved that the strike be 
rolled over for four weeks 
to give Gover nment 
m o r e  t i m e  t o 
satisfactorily resolve all 
the outstanding issues. 
The  ro l l -over  s t r ike 
action is with effect from 
12.01 am on Monday, 1st 
A u g u s t  2 0 2 2 ,”  t h e 
statement read.

“A n  e m e r g e n c y 
meeting of  the National 
Executive Council of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, ASUU, held 
at the Comrade Festus 
I y a y i  N a t i o n a l 
Secretariat, University of  
A b u j a ,  A b u j a ,  o n 
Sunday, July 31, 2022.

”The meeting was 
c a l l e d  t o  r e v i e w 
deve lopment s  s ince 
NEC's resolution to 
extend its roll-over strike 
action by another 12 
weeks with effect from 
May 2022.

F G  k e e p s  mu m , 
p a r e n t s  s e e k  q u i c k 
resolution of  strike

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government did not, 
however, react to the 
extension of  the strike by 
ASUU by another four 
weeks.

T h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Public Affairs, Federal 

Ministry of  Education, 
Mr. Ben Goong, when 
called on phone, sent a 
text message that our 
correspondent should 
send a text message, 
which was done and at 
press time, he did not 
reply.

He had, however, 
told our correspondent a 
couple of  weeks ago that 
he was not given the 
mandate to speak on 
m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o 
ASUU strike.

Meanwhile, parents, 
under the auspices of  the 
N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t s 
Teachers Association of  
Nigeria, NAPTAN, have 
c a l l e d  f o r  a  q u i c k 
resolution of  the face-off.

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
President, Alhaji Haruna 
Danjuma, said:  “We 
must get to the end of  this 
issue as fast as possible. 
Our children have stayed 
at home for no justifiable 
reasons for too long. 
”The government should 
come out with their own 
offers so that the striking 
workers would know 
what to talk about and 
stakeholders like us can 
then come in.”

“The ASUU NEC 
m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e 
against the backdrop of  
government's obligations 
as spelled out in the 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Action, MOA, it signed 
w i t h  A S U U  o n 
December 23, 2020.

Specifically, NEC 
r e c a l l e d  t h e 
government's failure to 
conclude the process of  
renegotiating the 2009 
F G N / A S U U 
Agreement, deploy the 
University Transparency 
a n d  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution (UTAS), pay 
outstanding arrears of  
E a r n e d  A c a d e m i c 
A l l o w a n c e s ,  E A A , 
release the agreed to sum 
o f  m o n e y  f o r  t h e 
revitalization of  public 
universities (federal and 
s t a t e s ) ,  a d d r e s s 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  a n d 
governance issues in 
State Universities, settle 
p r o m o t i o n  a r r e a r s , 
release withheld salaries 
of  academics, and pay 
outstanding third-party 
deductions led to the 
initial declaration of  the 
r o l l - o v e r  s t r i k e  o n 
February 14, 2022.

“NEC viewed with 
seriousness the recent 

directive given by the 
President and Visitor to 
all Federal Universities 
that the Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  i n 
consultation with other 
government officials, 
s h o u l d  r e s o l v e  t h e 
lingering crisis and report 
to him within two weeks. 
The Union wonders why 
it had taken five full 
months and needless 
m u s c l e - f l e x i n g  f o r 
government to come to 
the realisation of  the need 
for honest engagement.

“NEC acknowledged 
t h e  g r o w i n g 
understanding of  the 
i s s u e s  a n d  t h e 
groundswell of  support 
for the Union's principled 
demand for  global ly 
competitive university 
education in Nigeria. 
Nigerian universities 
must not be reduced to 
constituency projects that 
merely exist on paper and 
our scholars must be 
incentivised to stay back 
and do what they know 
best, here in Nigeria.

“NEC appreciated 
the historic nationwide 
protest of  26th and 27th 
July 2022 organised by 
t h e  N i ge r i a  L a b o u r 
C o n g r e s s ,  N L C,  i n 
collaboration with Civil 
Society Organisations, 
CSO, to further create 
awareness on the antics 
of  the Nigerian ruling 
class to destroy public 
e d u c a t i o n .  A S U U 
renews its commitment 
to the struggles of  NLC in 
championing the cause 
o f  the  work ing  and 
suffering Nigerians.

“NEC observed that 
non-signing of  the draft 
renegotiated 2009 FGN-
ASUU Agreement more 
than one month after it 
w a s  c o n c l u d e d  b y 
Professor Nimi Briggs-
led Committee is further 
tasking the patience of  
A S U U  m e m b e r s 
nationwide.

“ N E C  f u r t h e r 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e 
ongoing tr ial  of  the 
suspended Accountant-
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Federation, AGF, Mr 
A h m e d  I d r i s ,  o n 
a l l e g a t i o n  o f  
monumental fraud has 
v i n d i c a t e d  A S U U ' s 
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
Integrated Payroll and 
Personnel Information 
(IPPIS). The National 
Information Technology 

Development Agency, 
NITDA, is enjoined to 
release reports of  the 
l a t e s t  t e s t s  o n  t h e 
University Transparency 
a n d  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution, UTAS, vis-a-vis 
IPPIS without further 
delay. ASUU shall resist 
any attempt to truncate 
the deployment of  UTAS 
with all legitimate means 
available to the Union.

“NEC noted that 

ech gadgets, ltel TNigeria, has said its 
3 x  S u p e r s t a r 

c o m p e t i t i o n  a i m s  a t 
promoting arts and culture 
among tertiary institutions 
students. 

i t e l ' s  M a r k e t i n g 
M a n a g e r ,  O k e 
Umurhohwo, at the grand 
finale of  the campus tour 
tagged, 'The 3x Superstar', 
said the tour aimed at 
finding young talents who 
could rap, sing, and dance 
i n  d i f f e r e n t  h i g h e r 
institutions across Nigeria. 

As such, students from 
University of  Lagos, Yaba 
College of  Technology and 
F e d e r a l  C o l l e g e 
Education, Technical, 
Akoka,  participated in the 
grand finale which took 
place at Ikeja. 

The talents who were 
called the 3x Superstars 

competed in dance, rap 
b a t t l e s ,  a n d  s o n g 
performances. 

Umurhohwo sa id,  
''The competition  aims at 
promoting the amazing 
arts culture that is inherent 
in Nigeria and also to 
showcase itel as a fun-
loving and youth-centric 
b rand  whi le  c rea t ing 
awareness for the newly 
released power and big 
battery smartphones; itel 
P38 and P38 Pro which 
c o m e  w i t h  3 x  f a s t e r 
charging.'' 

A statement signed by 
the organisation stressed 
that The 3x Superstar 
campus tour started in 
June with a visit to selected 
N i g e r i a n  t e r t i a r y 
inst i tut ions including  
A d e ye m i  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education, Ondo, Federal 

College of  Education (FCT 
Abuja), Kano State College 
of  Education,Kano, Federal 
Polytechnic, Nassarawa, and 
Delta State University. 

It added that it was also a 
platform for Nigerian youth 
to showcase their talents and 
to create awareness among 
students for its latest big 
battery flagship devices, the 
itel P38 and P38 Pro.

S t u d e n t s  w h o 
auditioned and emerged as 
winners were rewarded with 
b r a n d - n e w  i t e l  P 3 8 
smartphones, itel laptops, 
itel TVs, accessories, and 
other gifts. 

It was supported by 
Google, Sycamore, Acomart 
Media, Fanice and Smoov 
Chapman while music star 
a n d  i t e l  a m b a s s a d o r, 
Olamide, performed at the 
event. 

he Registrar of  the TN a t i o n a l 
E x a m i n a t i o n s 

Council, Prof. Dantani 
Wushishi, has said a total 
of  1,209,000 candidates 
are sitting the ongoing 
2 0 2 2  S e n i o r  S c h o o l 
Certificate Examination.

A statement by NECO 
on monitoring of  the 
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e 
examination in Lagos by 
Wushishi stated that the 
results would be released 
in 45 days after the last 
paper on August 12.

It added that Wushishi 
visited Ilupeju Senior 
G r a m m a r  S c h o o l , 
A g b ayewa  M e m o r i a l 
College also in Ilupeju 
among others.

It read, “As you know, 
it is a process, as soon as 
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s 
concluded on August 12, 
we prepare for marking. 
We have an action plan for 

coordination and marking 
and that is why we are 
optimistic we will release 
the results in 45 days after 
the last paper.

 “We have been going 
round states across the 
country to monitor and see 
things for ourselves. We 
started from  Lokoja in 
Kogi, and moved over to 
Ekiti and then to Akure in 
Ondo, Osogbo in Osun, 
Oyo, then to Abeokuta in 
Ogun and Lagos,''  he said.

The statement added 
t h a t  t h e  o v e r  N 2 b 
examination fees being 
ow e d  b y  s o m e  s t a t e 
governments were slowing 
down its efforts in ensuring 
the smooth operations of  
the Council.

“We are using this 
opportunity to appeal with 
the five states that are yet to 
remit the examination fees 
of  their candidates to help 
us and do the needful.''

cumulative indifference 

by the political class gave 

ve n t  t o  a  p e r va s ive 

atmosphere of  insecurity 

which now threatens the 

seamless provision of  

educational services in 

t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e 

unceremonious closure 

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l 

institutions in the Federal 

Capital Territory, FCT, 

following the recent 

attack on Presidential 

G u a r d s ,  b e t r a y s  a 

panicky  measure  to 

addressing a malignant 

ailment. Nothing short 

o f  a  comprehens ive 

overhaul of  the security 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e 

country will sustainably 

address the problem.”

Itel promotes arts, culture with
competition 

1,209,000 candidates sitting NECO
– Registrar 

ASUU extends strike by four weeks
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n recent weeks, some legal Ip r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d 
c o m m e n t a t o r s  h a v e 

exchanged thoughts on the 
implication of  Section 115(D) 
o f  the  E lec to ra l  Ac t  ( a s 
amended 2022) on the issue of  
d o u b l e  n o m i n a t i o n  b y 
Po l i t i c i a n s .  T h e  s e c t i o n 
provides that “that any person 
who signs a nomination paper 
or result form as a candidate in 
more than one constituency at 
the same election commits an 
o f f e n c e  a n d  i s  l i a b l e  o n 
c o nv i c t i o n  t o  a  t e r m  o f  
imprisonment.”

A  p r o m i n e n t  S e n i o r 
Advocate of  Nigeria, Femi 
Falana SAN in different fora 
has recently argued that a 
number of  top politicians in the 
country including Governors 
Aminu Tambuwal (Sokoto 
S t a t e ) ,  B a l a  M o h a m m e d 
(Bauchi) and Dave Umahi 
(Ebonyi), Senate President 
Ahmad Lawan and former 
Minis ter  of  Niger  Del ta , 
Senator Godswill Akpabio are 
all culpable for breach of  the 
section and should be liable for 
imprisonment.

However, other Senior 
Advocates have dissented to his 
position, aligning themselves 
with the position taken by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC),that their 
circumstances are distinct from 
that  contemplated by the 
Electoral Act.

According to  INEC's 
National Commissioner and 
Chairman, Information and 
Voter Education Committee, 
Festus Okoye,  those who 
obtained and signed multiple 
forms were aspirants, and not 
candidates as defined by Section 
152 of  the Electoral Act.

He said, “Before someone 
will come within the compass 
and contemplation of  the law as 
a candidate, the political party 
must conduct valid primaries 
and the sponsoring party must 
upload the list or information 
relating to the candidates they 
in tend to  sponsor  to  the 

commiss ion ' s  cand ida te s 
nomination portal and this is in 
compliance with Section 29(1) 
of  the Electoral Act, 2022.

“Thereafter, the personal 
particulars of  the candidates 
w i l l  b e  d i s p l aye d  i n  t h e 
constituencies where they 
intend to contest the election 
and this is for claims and 
objections.

“After this process, the 
c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  n ow  f i l l 
nomination forms (Forms 
EC13A,  EC13B,  EC13C, 
E C 1 3 D  a n d  E C 1 3  E )  i n 
compliance with Section 30(1) 
of  the Electoral Act. Section 
30(1) of  the Act provides that a 
candidate for an election shall 
be nominated in writing by such 
number of  persons whose 
names appear on the register of 
voters in the constituency as the 
commission may prescribe.

“ T h i s  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s 
covered by Section 115(d) of  the 
Electoral Act. The last day for 
the submission of  nomination 
f o r m s  f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candida tes  and  Nat iona l 
Assembly candidates is August 
8 ,  2 0 2 2  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  a n d  s t a t e 
assembly candidates is August 
18, 2022.

“During the conduct of  
party primaries, the persons you 
referred to are aspirants as 
defined by Section 152 of  the 
Electoral Act. The forms they 
filled as aspirants are the forms 
of  their political parties and not 
that of  the commission. The list 
submitted by the political 
parties under Section 29(1) of  
the Act is the list of  candidates 
the party proposes to sponsor. 
The only documents signed by 
the candidates are the affidavit 
deposed by them. That is not the 
n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m  a s 
contemplated by Section 115(d) 
of  the Act.”

Among the SANs who 
agree with INEC are Emeka 
Okpoko, Segun Fabunmi and 
L awa l  Pe d r o,  a l l  s e n i o r 
advocates of  Nigeria (SANs).

O k p o k o  s a i d :  “ T h e 
language of  the law is that if  a 
person signs a nomination 
paper or result form as a 
candidate in more than one 
const i tuency in the same 
election. Now if  you observe 
very closely, the language says 
as a 'candidate'.

“When do you become a 
candidate? The Electoral Act 
has stages. First you procure a 
form, then you are screened, 
then you participate at the 
primary of  your party, whether 
by way of  direct or indirect 
primary – a lot will depend on 
that.

“It is if  you then win that 
your name will be on the list of  
the names submitted by your 
political party as a candidate for 
the election. So, you must first 
of  all pass that stage.

“That is why in law, a 
person who did not participate 
in all these stages and then 
participate in the primary does 
not even have locus to initiate a 
pre-election litigation.

“You become a candidate 
f rom the  point  when the 
political party that is sponsoring 
you includes your name on the 
list of  the candidates submitted 
by i t  to  the  Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

“If  your name is not there, 
you were not a candidate. At 
best, you were an aspirant at 
that material point in time.

“If, for instance, the PDP 
s u b m i t s  yo u r  n a m e  a s  a 
candidate and another party, for 
instance APC, submits your 
name again as its candidate i.e. 
you sign a nomination form for 
both of  them, in more than one 
constituency, it is only at this 
point that the applicability of  
Section 115(D) will come in.

“These are the ingredients 
that must be established for the 
of fence s tated in Sect ion 
115(D).

“If  you look at Section 29 
of  the Electoral Act, you will see 
that your name has to be 
submitted by your political 

party when it is submitting the 
list of  its candidates for the 
election. It is from that point on 
that you can say you have 
become a candidate, not before 
that.”

Fabunmi's views were 
similar.

His own words: “I think I 
agree with Okoye. Although the 
issue still has to go through 
judicial interpretation up to the 
Supreme Court, as it were. I 
don't believe the high court 
judgment (in Umahi's case) is 
the final decision.

“I agree with Okoye in the 
sense that if  you are an aspirant 
and you are not declared a 
candidate for an office, you 
cannot be said to have violated 
that provision

“For example, you are 
vying for a senatorial seat, as an 
aspirant, but you are not the 
candidate chosen or declared to 
contest that seat or position, 
then you lost, you can still vie 
for another position.

“But if  you are declared 
the candidate to vie for that 
election, and you've signed the 
form, you cannot go again now 
to go and vie for another 
position; it will be multiple. I 
think that is what Okoye is 
saying and I think I agree with 
him.

“And if  you look at the 
definition of  aspirant and 
candidate, they are two different 
things entirely. Aspirant is 
someone who has not been 
chosen, you are still aspiring, 
while a candidate is somebody 
that has been nominated, 
declared for that position.

So, I think I agree with him 
totally.”

Pedro, a former Lagos 
State Solicitor-General, said: “It 
is by giving legal interpretation 
using the established rules of  
interpretation of  statute that 
wil l  bring out the proper 
implication of  Section 115 (D) 
of  the Electoral Act.

“For the Interpretation, 
the  sa l i en t  words  in  the 

subsection are very important. 
Therefore to be in breach of  the 
Act a person must have signed 
“as a Candidate” and not as an 
Aspirant as rightly opined by 
Mr.  Festus  Okoye,  INEC 
Commissioner in charge of  
enlightenment.

“Secondly, he must have 
signed nomination paper or 
result form as a candidate in 
more than one constituency “at 
the same election”.

“Therefore to be in breach 
of  the Act a candidate must 
have signed in the same election 
more than once. The Act did not 
provide for signing in more than 
one constituency at a general 
e l e c t i o n  a s  w e  h a v e 
const i tuencies  in  a  State 
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  F e d e r a l 
Constituencies in a State.

“ S e c t i o n  1 5 2  o f  t h e 
Electoral Act provides that 
'election' means any election 
held under this Act and includes 
a referendum; 'general election' 
means an election held in the 
Federation at large which may 
be at all levels, and at regular 
intervals to select officers to 
serve after the expiration of  the 
full terms of  their predecessors.

“Therefore it is the court 
that should be allowed to 
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a n y 
candidate has breached Section 
115(d) of  the Act not the 
INEC.”

Justice Fatun Riman of  the 
FHC, Abakaliki had on Friday, 
July 22 dismissed a suit filed by 
Governor Umahi seeking his 
r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
senatorial candidate for Ebonyi 
South.

Citing section 115 of  the 
Electoral Act 2022, the court 
held that the governor was not 
an aspirant and could not 
participate in the election or pre-
election matters of  the APC as 
regards Ebonyi South zone.

Lawan, Akpabio, Umahi, others not culpable of
double nomination under Electoral Act”
— SANs agree

Okpoko SAN says: violation of  double nomination rule only possible if  a
person signs a nomination paper or result form as a candidate in more
than one constituency in the same election

Fabunmi san opines: that an aspirant is different from a candidate in law, and electoral act only

section 115 (d) of  electoral act addresses candidates

Pedro SAN says: To be in breach of  the act a candidate must have signed in the same election
more than once
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News Xtra

T
he National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, 
NDLEA has busted 
and dismantled two 

major clandestine laboratories in 
Lagos and Anambra state where 
dangerous illicit drug, crystal 
methamphetamine, called Mk-
puru Mmiri in local parlance, 
were produced for distribution 
across Nigeria and export.

Chairman/Chief  Executive of  
NDLEA, Brig. Gen. Mohamed 
Buba Marwa (Retd) disclosed 
this on Tuesday 2nd August 
2022 through Femi Babafemi, 
Director, Media & Advocacy, 
when he addressed the media 
on the development. 

He said following the outbreak 
of  crystal methamphetamine 
abuse in the last quarter of  2021, 
predominantly in the South East 
and the cry for help from many 
communities in the region be-
cause of  the devastating effects 
the distribution and abuse of  
the dangerous stimulant drug 
were having on their youths and 
others, the Agency deployed all 
available assets to find the pri-
mary source of  manufacturing 
of  the drug in Nigeria and arrest 
the barons behind it.

Marwa said while efforts in 
the past seven months against 
the cartel behind the Metham-
phetamine scourge, have led to 
the arrest of  four kingpins and a 
cook; “now, we have added two 
barons and another cook. 

This no doubt is a loud state-
ment to those involved in the 
criminal illicit drug trade that 
its time for them to quit or risk 

NDLEA busts Mkpuru Mmiri labs in
Lagos, Anambra, nabs 2 barons, 1 chemist

losing it all; that is losing their 
freedom, investment and assets 
acquired through proceeds from 
the illegal business.

According to him, I am 
pleased to inform the public to-
day that, after months of  pains-
taking intelligence gathering, dil-
igent tracking and coordinated 
offensive action, we recorded a 
breakthrough on Saturday, July 
30, 2022, when officers and men 
of  the Agency successfully bust-
ed two methamphetamine man-
ufacturing facilities, called Meth 
Laboratories.

“The first one, located in Vic-
toria Garden City (VGC) Estate 
of  Lekki, Lagos, is owned by 
a baron, Chris Emeka Nzewi, 
while the second, in Nise Com-
munity of  Awka South Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 
State was owned by Paul Ozoe-
menam. 

The owners of  these two illicit 
meth laboratories were success-
fully arrested alongside Sunday 
Ukah from Aba, Abia State, the 
cook or chemist that produced 
the drugs for them.

“The laboratory in Lagos was 
set up inside the Boys Quarter 
building of  a four-bedroom du-
plex. From there, we recovered 
a total of  258.74 kilograms of  
crystal methamphetamine and 
various precursor chemicals 
used for the production of  the 
toxic drug. 

The complete paraphernalia 
of  laboratory equipment such as 
gas cylinders, giant gas burners, 
industrial face masks, industrial 
gloves, tubes and flat-bottomed 

conical flasks, among others 
were also found.”

He said he’s addressing the 
public about the weekend busts 
to raise people’s awareness of  
the danger that meth produc-
tion constitutes to public health 
and the modus operandi of  the 
barons involved in the unwhole-
some activity.

He said, the owner of  the labo-
ratory in VGC, for instance, was 
producing this highly unstable 
and toxic drug in a house where 
he lived with his family. 

This speaks volumes about his 
insensitivity to the consequences 
of  exposing his family, which in-
cludes a three-month old baby, to 
the danger of  hazardous chemi-
cals. If  that is the case, that is an 
indication that public health was 
of  no concern to him.

“In this particular case, aside 
from the laboratory being close 
to the kitchen of  the main house, 
the waste from the laboratory 
was channelled into the septic 
tank and soakaway in the com-
pound, with a high risk of  con-
tamination of  the water table of  
the entire neighbourhood.

“On average, the lab produced 
50 kilos of  methamphetamine 
every week with plans under-
way to increase the capacity of  
production to at least 100kg per 
week. 

“Where do these drugs end? 
From our preliminary interro-
gation, we now know the drugs 
from this lab were both for ex-
port and local consumption. We 
also know there is a supply chain 
of  distributors and buyers for ex-
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... How we recovered 258.74kg Meth, precursor chemicals in VGC raid - Marwa

Scenes of Mkpuru Mmiri production busted by NDLEA in Lagos, Anambra.

port and the domestic market.
“When you consider the fact 

that the price of  this dangerous 
drug was going for as high as 
US500, 000 per kilo in the inter-
national market in recent time, 
you will understand why Nzewi 
cared less to put the lives of  his 
own family at risk by producing 
this in the same house where 
they live. 

“Hence, taking these two labs 
out of  operation is a major feat 
in our continuing effort to curb 
the meth problem.”
The NDLEA boss said the lab 
busts also exposed the inter-
connectivity among syndicates 
involved in meth production, 
adding that the cook was hired 
by both producers to produce for 
the VGC lab, as well as the lab in 
Anambra.

He urged members of  the pub-
lic to be sensitive to their envi-
ronment. As we step up the of-
fensive against drug traffickers, 
we want the public to be more 
vigilant and be aware of  the fact 
that producers of  methamphet-
amine always choose unsus-
pecting environments with tight 
security, like the VGC estate, in 
this case.

 And the reason is not far-
fetched: They choose secured 
estates to prevent law enforce-
ment agents from monitoring 
their activities. They also locate 
meth labs in remote unsuspect-
ing communities where residents 
would not be aware of  their ac-
tivities.

“It is very important to note 
that the waste from metham-

phetamine production is danger-
ous to the ecosystem. The chem-
icals are toxic and once they 
seep into the soil, they contam-
inate the water table from which 
surrounding wells and boreholes 
draw their water.

And citizens who unwittingly 
consume the water from such 
sources are exposed to heart and 
kidney ailments and other organ 
diseases. 

Neighbours, too, who inhale 
gases from the lab, are also sus-
ceptible to the same risk. What 
makes it worse is that the pro-
duction usually takes place in 
the middle of  the night, between 
11 pm and 4 am, and therefore, 
unsuspecting neighbours could 
have been exposed to the haz-
ards for months or even years.”

Marwa commended the pro-
fessionalism of  the intelligence 
led special units assigned the 
task. 

Our forensic experts and the 
200-man strike force team that 
we deployed who were the op-
erational arm that executed the 
mission of  dismantling the labs, 
seizing the crystal meth, precur-
sors, paraphernalia and arresting 
the culprits.”
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ome parents of  Federal 

SGovernment Girls College 
(FGGC) Umuahia, have 

blamed authorities of  the school 
for the latest fire incident in the 
girls college, which is the 3rd time 
in 8 years. The school was last 
week, razed by a late afternoon 
fire while most of  the students 
were writing their examinations 
in their classes. This is the third 
time in 8 years   the school would 
be recording fire incidents, with 
previous occurrences taking place 
in 2014 and 2020 respectively with 
several properties belonging to 
s tudents  and  o ther  school 
materials going up in flames. 
During   last week's outbreak, 
three hostel blocks of  the girls 
college were engulfed by fire 
before the intervention of  men of  
Abia State Fire Service who 
stopped the rampaging fire from 
spreading to other blocks.

Though no life was lost to the 
fire, about 200 students lost their 
belongings valued at millions of  
naira ,to the inferno. The latest 
fire, according to Principal of  the 
school, Mrs Ngozi Idika Kalu and 
other staff, began when the 
students were already in their 
classes writing third term  exams, 
adding that it started like a smoke 
from one of  the hostels before 
turning to full blown fire. But the 
explanations of  the school 
officials did not go down well with 
s o m e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  O l d 
Umuahia-based FGGC, who 
were seen lambasting the school 
authority for allegedly not doing 
enough to prevent incessant fire 
incidents in the school.

Many of  the parents who 
rushed to the school to know the 
conditions of    their children after 
the fire incident could not hide 
the i r  d i sp leasure  wi th  the 
development as they slammed the 
school management for the 
re pea ted  f i re  occur rences, 
attributing the incidence to 
a l l e g e d  n e g l i g e n c e.  T h e y 
wondered why under 8 years, one 
school would be recording 3 fire 
i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  d a m a ge d 
property of  the students. A 
m o t h e r  ( n a m e  w i t h h e l d ) 
demanded compensation from 
the school management for their 
alleged carelessness. “By 2014, 
my neighbor's daughter lost her 
cloths, beddings, school material, 
cash and beverages to fire in this 
school.  Also around 2020 when 
my own daughter entered this 
school there was another fire 
problem here." The distraught 

mother went on, "This year again 
fire has burnt this school again. It 
is true that nothing happened to 
my daughter and others, but what 
if  this thing happened at night? 
Those in charge of  this school 
have been displaying gross 
negligence on safety of  the 
children." She noted that the 
population of  the federal school 
was going down every year as 
according to her, repeated fire 
incident in the school was leading 
some parents to register their kids 
elsewhere.

But an official of  the school 

faulted the claims by the parents 
as according to him, it would be 
wrong to draw conclusions when 
investigations had not been 
concluded. The Chief  Fire Officer 
of  Abia State Fire Service Mr 
Arua Nnanna confirmed the 
development, adding that his men 
mobi l ized to  the  scene on 
receiving a distress call. He noted 
that the fire may have been caused 
by power surge but thanked God 
that  h is  men were  able  to 
extinguish the fire before it could 
spread to other blocks. Arua said 
several properties belonging to 

school and stuff  were damaged by 
the fire. He recommended the 
installation of  smoke detector in 
the school while advising all 
residents of  the State to be careful 
with all electric appliances and 
liquid substances that ignite fire in 
t h e i r  h o m e s .  A r u a  w h o 
acknowledged that officials and 
other sympathizers were already 
battling the fire before the arrival 
of  his men, noted that the fire 
extinguisher installed in the 
school were deployed during the 
incident by the school authority  
but was not enough to stop it but 

explained that the arrival of  the 
fire Service officials brought the 
situation under control. The scene 
of  the fire outbreak has so far been 
visited by Chief  Okey Ahaiwe 
who represented Gover nor 
Okezie Ikpeazu of  Abia State. 
Speaking at the scene, the State 
government lamented the damage 
caused by the incident promised 
to assist the management and 
Parents Teachers Association 
(PTA) of  the school to ameliorate 
their losses. The State government 
said though the institution is a 
federal College, it would still assist 
it.

By Ifeanyichukwu Afuba

Soludo

Parents fault Unity school
management, as fire guts
FGGC Umuahia again
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Count me out of Jackie Ikeotuonye’s travails
- Gov Umahi 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Police in Ebonyi 
State have given rea-
sons why it arrested 

Ms Jackie Ikeatuonye. The 
arrest has generated ripples 
across the social media as 
the state government has 
been accused of  using the 
police to harass the wom-
an. Spokesperson of  the 
command, Chris Anyanwu 
said the woman was arrest-
ed on the orders of  a high 
court judge. 

According to him, the 
woman is a suspect in a case 
of  advanced few fraud and 
is being investigated for al-
legedly defrauding the State 
government of  N50m.

He said, “The attention 
of  Ebonyi State Police 
Command has been drawn 
to a publication on social 
media and other fora, in 
which a certain Jackie Ike-
otuonye, the CEO Andrew 
Bishopton Ltd lamented 
that His Excellency the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State 
initiated her arrest using the 
police after she purportedly 
won a case against the Gov-
ernor in court”.

“It has therefore become 
pertinent to state the follow-
ing facts with respect to the 
above campaign of  calum-
ny which is meant to curry 
unnecessary empathy in fa-
vor of  the said suspect.” 

“Jackie Ikeotuonye is a 
suspect in a case of  Ad-
vance Fee Fraud. “She al-
legedly defrauded the Eb-
ony State Government to 
the tune of  fifty million na-
ira in the pretence of  being 
a consultant on Recovery of  
Funds contrary to Section 1 
of  Advance Fee Fraud Cap 
A6, Laws of  the Federation 
of  Nigeria, 2006”. 

“A warrant of  arrest duly 
issued by the High Court 
of  Ebonyi State of  Nigeria 
was used to apprehend the 
aforesaid suspect”, he said.

Mr Anyanwu noted that 
the case before the Ebonyi 
State Police Command 
against Jackie Ikeotuonye is 
a pure criminal case devoid 
of  any civil litigation. 

“The relevant investi-
gative outfit of  Ebonyi 
State Police Command has 
swung into action and will 
carry out a scrupulous and 
objective investigation a 
most professional manner 
to ensure that justice pre-
vails.”

 “Finally, be assured of  
the impeccable trust and 
integrity that abound in the 
leadership of  Ebonyi State 
Police

Command under the 
watch of  CP Aliyu Gar-
ba”, he added. Meanwhile, 
Ebonyi state governor, Da-
vid Umahi has said that he 
has no hand in Jackie Ike-
otuonye’s travails. Gover-

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Labour Party in 
Ebonyi state has 
elected Chief  Ed-

ward Nkwegu as his gover-
norship candidate for 2023 
general election. 

He was elected unop-
posed at the party head-
quarters along Abakaiki 
Enugu high way. 

The primary election was 
conducted by a national 
officer of  the party, Mrs. 
Oluchi Okpara who was 
also the returning officer of  
the exercise. 

Nkwegu in his brief  
speech thanked the dele-
gates of  the party for the 
confidence reposed in him. 
He boasted that Labour 
Party will win the state in 
2023. 

Meanwhile, a former 
House of  Reps member 
and Chieftain of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), Chief  Linus Okorie, 
a governorship aspirant of  
the PDP, Chief  Eze Em-
manuel, a Chieftain of  the 
party, Anselem Enigwe, for-
mer Commissioner for Ed-
ucation in the state, Prince 
Chibuez Agbo have defect-
ed to Labour Party. 

While Okorie is Ebonyi 
South Senatorial candidate 
of  the party, Enigwe, Eze 
and Agbo are Senatorial 
and House of  Representa-
tives candidate of  LP for the 
general election. 

They candidates wit-
nessed the election of  Nk-
wegu as the governorship 
candidate of  the Labour 
Party.

Rotary Club of Owerri Uptown commemorating World Hepatitis Day in Owerri last week.

nor Umahi in a statement 
issued by his special Assis-
tant on Media & Strategy 
Mr Chooks Oko said the 
matter as it is strictly her 
case with the Ebonyi State 
Government and the securi-
ty agencies. 

The statement reads: 
“The attention of  the Gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi state, En-
gineer David Umahi has 
been drawn to a post circu-
lating around Facebook by 
one Jackie Ikeotuonye that 
Governor Umahi ordered 
her arrest over garnishee 
orders against the Govern-
ment of  Ebonyi State”. 

“Nothing could be more 
satanic, misleading and out-
rightly fallacious than such 
an insinuation”.

The truth of  the matter 
is as follows. Sometime 
in 2015, Ikeotuonye ap-
proached Ebonyi State 
Government through her 
company, Andrew Bishop-
ton Ltd requesting to serve 
as agents to help the State 
Government recover her 
share of  Paris club refunds 
for a fee. 

The State Government 
gave them the contract but 
called for a review when the 
Governors, under the ae-

gis of  Nigerian Governors 
Forum, collectively made 
an alternative arrangement 
that later yielded fruits. 

Having done nothing for 
the State Government, the 
contract with Andrew Bish-
opton Ltd was terminated 
but Ikeotuonye quickly ran 
to a former President who 
intervened and got the State 
to pay her fifty million naira 
as final settlement. 

An agreement was signed 
to that effect. Surprisingly, 
Ikeotuonye surreptitiously 
sued the State and got gar-
nishee orders for a nonexist-
ent thirty billion naira debt.

Seeing this breach of  
contract, the State Govern-
ment moved, got the order 
quashed and duly reported 

the matter to the police.
It is thus the Police 

that are investigating Ike-
otuonye for forgery among 
other issues. 

They are the ones holding 
her in line with their duty, 
in view of  the criminal of-
fence she has committed. 

For the avoidance of  
doubt, Governor Umahi 
has no hand in the matter 
as it is strictly her case with 
the Ebonyi State Govern-
ment and the security agen-
cies. 

Her cheap blackmail 
against the Governor is not 
only ill-advised but would 
ultimately aid her convic-
tion for the offences she has 
committed.

Gunmen kill 7, injure others, in Imo community
By Grace Ofurum

S
even persons have 
been confirmed dead 
following an attack 

that occurred Monday 
night at Orogwe commu-
nity in Owerri west Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
state. 

The report stated also 
that about seven others 
were severely wounded and 
are receiving treatment at 
the hospital. A source re-
vealed to News Echo that 
gunmen attacked people 
suspected to be Hausas in 
an uncompleted building 
and started shooting direct-
ly and sporadically at them. 

According to communi-
ty sources, trouble started 
after security operatives 

suspected to be members 
of  Ebubeagu Security out-
fit came to the village and 
whisked a youth away. 

Some gunmen in retali-
ation stormed the commu-
nity and began shooting 
sporadically.  One of  the 
sources said, “Ebubeagu 
people came and took away 
a youth from the communi-
ty. On Monday night, some 
men with guns came to the 
community and stormed 
a building site and opened 
fire. Seven persons died 
while others wounded were 
rushed to the FMC Owerri.  
“An okada man who was 
driving through was caught 
in the crossfire. He was 
rushed to the FMC Ower-
ri emergency unit where 
medical personnel are bat-

tling to save his life and oth-
ers. This is so unfortunate. 

The community is in 
panic. People are running 
away,” he said. A source 
at the FMC Owerri re-
portedly disclosed that the 
emergency unit of  the hos-
pital was packed with anx-
ious friends, relatives and 
well-wishers of  the victims 
and injured ones who had 
stormed the hospital. 

 He said, “The emer-
gency unit is filled. Many 
people here. The unit is 
rowdy. Six dead bodies are 
here while others that are 
critically injured are being 
attended to by medical per-
sonnel.” 

Another community 
source told our correspond-
ent that Orogwe commu-

nity had been deserted on 
Tuesday as Ebubeagu op-
eratives were allegedly in 
the community arresting 
young people. 

The police spokesman 
CP Mike Abattam who 
confirmed the incident 
disclosed that already the 
police team has been dis-
patched to secure the area 
and restore calm as inves-
tigation is still ongoing to 
ascertain the cause of  the 
Crisis.

News Echo gathered that 
the incident has led to some 
villagers in that area flee-
ing for fear of  a reprisal 
attack on the community. 
As of  the time of  filling this 
report the cause of  the in-
cident was yet to be ascer-
tained.

.....As Ebonyi Police reacts to her arrest



People’s victory in Osun 
State will be repeated in 
Abia -  Good Governance Group
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2023 Presidency: Anambra elders begin grassroot 
mobilization for Obi’s victory 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
a group, Anaocha 

Stakeholders, mostly elders 
from Anaocha Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
State, has disclosed that 
plans are being concluded 
to begin a victory grassroots 
mobilisation and campaign 
for the Labour Party (LP) 
Presidential candidate, Mr. 
Peter Obi and other candi-
dates of  the party in Anam-
bra State. 

The elders vow that they 
will do everything political 
and spiritually possible to 
ensure that their son, Obi, 

the Senatorial candidate of  
Anambra Central Senato-
rial District, Senator Victor 
Umeh, the party candidate 
for Anaocha 1 State Constit-
uency, Hon.Nkechi Ogbuefi 
and others contesting under 
the LP platform in the state 
emergence victorious in the 
next year elections. 

The group explained that 
with Obi’s proven track 
record and his wide so-
cial-economic connections, 
it was important someone 
of  Obi’s calibre, who is com-
mitted to address the current 
ugly situation confronting 
the country, take the mantle 
of  leadership from President 
Muhammadu Buhari in 
2023 general election. 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he recent electoral 
victory of  Senator 
Ademola Adeleke in 

Osun State where the will 
of  the people determined 
the winner will be repeated 
in Abia State in 2023. 

This is even as the group 
has maintained that the 
dwindling federal allo-
cations has made it im-
perative for election of  a 
Governor with in-depth 
understanding of  entrepre-
neurial potentials, to drive 
Abia State to economic 
transformation. 

These assertions were 
made by Abia Good Gov-
ernance Forum (AGGF) 
in Umuahia after a one day 
meeting of  the group, held 
to brainstorm on the pres-
ent situation of  Abia State 
and the need to enthrone 
only   credible and capable 
leaders. 

The communiqué of  the 
group was signed by Hon 
Harrison Chigozie on be-
half  of  other members, 
made it clear that only a 
prepared and capable can-
didate should get the sup-
port of  Abia electorate. 

AAGF during the meet-
ing, charged Abians to 
only go for a candidate that 
could create jobs for teem-
ing unemployed youths, 
noting that it would consult 
with stakeholders to en-
sure the realization of  the 
good governance agenda in 
Abia.

 “Considering the most 
recent election held at 

Osun State, it was observed 
with kin interests that pow-
er belongs to the people and 
not selected few who self-
ishly enjoyed the common 
wealth of  the State.” 

“The ambitious goals of  
the 2023 agenda is to un-
seat the non-performing 
government and institute 
a government that will for 
the development of  Abia 
State will require significant 
resources and co-operation 
amongst well-meaning Abi-
ans to implement them”, 
the group said, adding the 
willingness of  the people to 
achieve these have expand-
ed. 

The group said it has 
embarked on State-wide 
sensitization of  Abia elec-
torate in this direction, to 
ensure that no corrupt or 
inept leader is elected the 
next leader of  Abia but only 
people oriented leader with 
the capacity to transform 
the state. 

The group also called for 
a parallel debate among all 
candidates in the State for 
people to access their stew-
ardship on issues regarding 
to corruption, nepotism, 
transparency and plans for 
the youths.

 The meeting which was 
attended by 120 partici-
pants drawn from civil soci-
ety organizations, students, 
community members and 
media organisations was 
used to hammer on the 
need to enthrone only good 
governance in Abia State, 
away from the present situ-
ation.

The group’s National 
Convener, Chief  Ugochuk-
wu Orji, said that with Pe-
ter Obi’s  unique leadership 
qualities, it was important 
members of  the group take 
to streets, market squares, 
Worshipping Centers, vil-
lage squares, LGAs Head-
quarters and states across 
the country in sensitizing 
and educating Nigerians on 
why the likes of  the former 
Anambra State Governor, 
Mr. Obi, deserves to rule 
Nigeria. 

According to him, we 
would be working across 
the 181 communities in the 

state, to garner support for 
Obi’s Presidential victory 
and ensure Nigerians see 
reasons why he deserves to 
rule the country. 

Chief  Orji announced that 
members of  the group cut 
across political parties. Sen-
ator Umeh who was also at 
the meeting and spoke, said 
those speculating that the 
LP Presidential Candidate, 
Mr. Obi’s structure for the 
election ends only on social 
media, are even helping to 
project the party and it can-
didate there more for a land-
slide victory. 

According to him, at the 

moment no political par-
ty in Nigeria has a kind of  
structure the LP has for the 
election. Nigerians, especial-
ly, the youths irrespective of  
Ethnic, Political and Reli-
gion affiliations, are all out 
to vote Mr. Obi as the next 
President of  Nigeria.  

Umeh urged the group 
not to allow any selfish pol-
iticians influence them with 
any kind gesture that would 
create division among them.

On her brief  speech, Hon. 
Nkechi Ogbuefi, informed 
the elders that she is vying 
the position to assist the par-
ty’s presidential candidate, 

Mr. Obi, to rescue the coun-
try from incompetence, 
poverty, insecurity, unem-
ployment and hunger and 
to bring the most needed 
dividends of  democracy to 
her Constituents.

The meeting which was 
held at Golden Tulip hotel 
Agulu, over the weekend, 
had Chieftains of  all politi-
cal parties, including Chief  
Ben Obi (Igwe APGA), in 
attendance. 

News Echo gathered that 
donation of  some funds 
were made for the success 
of  Labour Party in next 
year’s elections.

International Association of World Peace 
Advocates installs Umueri PG, Africa Director
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

H
istory was made at 
the country home of  
the President Gener-

al of  Umueri community, in 
Anambra East Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
State, Chief  Johnny Metchie 
as the International Associ-
ation of  World Peace Ad-
vocates installed him as the 
African Director of  the asso-
ciation to function in the en-
tire fifty-four Africa countries 
to promote sustainable peace 
and social justice.

The association also con-
ferred on him the award of  
International Eminent Peace 
Ambassador. 

Following the installment 
of  Chief  Metchie as Africa 
Director of  the association 
which will project the com-
munity on the global map 
was quite symbolic for the 
people of  Umueri as they 
converge in their numbers to 

celebrate their President Gen-
eral and also attracted the 
community’s royal father and 
other stakeholders. 

The event which took place 
on Sunday at Umueri fea-
tured series of  presentations 
and decorations on him in-
cluding international justice 
of  peace apron, gold medals, 
certificates, four hundred 
verses that contain ‘Peace’ in 
the Holy Bible, while he was 
inducted into the association’s 
Hall of  Fame. 

The event also marked the 
flag off  of  United Nations 
Plan of  Action to Safeguard 
Religious Sites in South East, 
Nigeria.  Chief  Metchie also 
decorated his wife with World 
Peace apron, gold medals, 
Identity cards and crest.

 In his speech, the World 
Peace President of  the As-
sociation, Ambassador Per 
Stafsen said the awards and 
appointment spoke volume 
of  his humanitarian activities 
in his community and An-

ambra and described him as 
a man of  many parts whose 
activities of  promoting peace 
and engaging his community 
in various dialogue were in 
line with the promotion of  
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

The International Director 
of  the association, Archbish-
op Chidi Ehiriodo, in his ad-
dress said that more works are 
expected from the recipient in 
the actualization of  sustaina-
ble peace and development in 
the country, while lamenting 
that many are departing from 
Nigeria to other nations as a 
result of  insecurity. 

In his remarks, the tradi-
tional ruler of  Umueri, Igwe 
Benneth Emeka said he was 
impressed with the achieve-
ments of  the illustrious son of  
the community and described 
the event as symbolic in the 
history of  the community. 
Responding, Chief  Metchie 
and wife Linda thanked the 
association for the honour be-

stowed on them and pledged 
their commitments to pro-
moting peace in all parts of  
the nation and continent.

Other members of  the 
World Peace Advocates 
at the event including the 
Mama Diaspora, Amina 
Temitope-Ajayi, the Public 
Relations Officer of  the As-
sociation, Emmanuel Okeke, 
the Chief  Organizing Officer, 
Emeka Okano and Richard 
Okere, said Chief  Metchie 
deserved every honour he got. 

Highpoint of  the event was 
the hoisting of  six flags in 
Chief  Metchie’s premises to 
justify his international posi-
tion as a global diplomat, and 
presentation of  official car to 
carry out world peace activi-
ties in Nigeria.

News Echo gathered that 
Chief  Johnny Metchie is by 
his appointment expected to 
carry out his first internation-
al assignment in Cameron 
where he is to decorate the 
Central African Co-ordinator 
on 6th August 2022.
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N
o fewer than 30 
heavily armed men 
suspected to be Fu-

lani herdsmen, last week-
end, abducted the entire oc-
cupants of  three buses. 

T
he gunmen, as gath-
ered blocked the 
Enugu-Port Har-

court highway between Leru 
junction and Ihube axis, had 
reportedly abducted scores 
of  passengers The bandits 
said to be heavily armed 
were said to have attacked 
a team of  soldiers drafted to 
the scene following a distress 
call.

The bandits allegedly set 
the military van on fire and 
wounded two soldiers be-
fore smuggling all occupants 
of  three buses they abducted 
into the bush. According to 
a youth leader in Umunne-
ochi, who spoke with news-

Scores of passengers abducted, as suspected 
herdsmen block Enugu-P/H highway

men, yesterday, the situation 
has spurred anxiety among 
the people in the area. He 
said the bandits took advan-
tage of  the evening rain on 
Saturday to block the high-
way, causing gridlock that 
stretched to Leru junction as 
commuters mistook them for 
policemen on the roadblock.

According to him, some 
of  the commuters who had 
alighted to verify the cause 
of  the gridlock took to their 
heels when the bandits 
opened fire on a military van 
that came to save the situa-
tion. He said some people 
sustained bullet wounds as 
motorists abandoned their 
vehicles and scampered for 
safety.

It is no longer news that 
the spate of  kidnapping in-
cidents which has gone be-
yond what one’s mind could 

Umahi at the scene of the landslide in Ogwuma Edda, A�kpo South.

Nnamdi Kanu’s life is at risk due to 
insecurity in Abuja - IPOB warns

T
he attention of  the 
global movement 
and family of  the In-

digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) has been drawn to 
the sudden closure of  all the 
Government public schools 
operating in Abuja because 
of  the threats from terror-
ists groomed by Fulani 
people to take over Abuja 
and entire Nigeria; IPOB, 
therefore, demands imme-
diate release of  the leader 
of  the Indigenous People of  
Biafra Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
from DSS dungeon in Abu-
ja by Nigeria government 
and her compromised DSS.

“We are reminding Nige-
ria and her Security Agen-
cies that the world through 
the UN Right group has 
mandated the uncondition-
al release of  Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu and the appropri-
ate compensation paid to 
him without delay because 
he committed no crime 
against Nigeria and her sov-
ereignty.

The UN Group warned 
that if  anything untoward 
happens to him it will be 
disastrous to Nigeria, and 
IPOB is ready to carry this 
order to the letter.

We are advising the Fu-
lani terrorist government of  
Nigeria to urgently release 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu un-
conditionally before their 

planned jihad in Abuja. We 
are monitoring them and 
the shenanigans they are 
playing with their terrorist 
collaborators to take over 
the government. IPOB is 
neither bothered nor inter-
ested in the plan of  the ter-
rorists to overrun the Nige-
rian government which we 
have rejected, our concern 
is the safety of  our leader. 
We, therefore, demand that 
the Nigerian government 
must release the leader of  
IPOB now because he com-
mitted no crime as enun-
ciated by the UN Right 
group.

As Nigeria is closing 
schools, businesses, and 
other activities because of  
fulani terrorists’ threat to at-
tack Abuja, it clearly shows 
that Abuja is no longer safe 
for people to live in. Hence 
our unequivocal demand 
for the unconditional re-
lease of  Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu before anything hap-
pens to him. We demand 
prompt and complete im-
plementation of  the UN 
directives concerning Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu.

Binta Nyako and her 
jurists should know that 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu’s life 
is in danger while being 
detained in DSS custody in 
Abuja. Again, she should 
know that these terrorists 

fathom, has thrown the peo-
ple into a state of  dilemma 
and utter fear. This intensi-
fied following the frightening 
abduction of  the Prelate of  
Methodist Church, Dr Sam-
uel Uche, and two clerics on 
his entourage.

Reacting to the situation, 
the Commissioner for In-
formation, Abia State, Eze 
Chikamnayo, who also 
doubles as the Secretary of  
Umunneochi Security Com-
mittee, recently inaugurated 
by Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
to tackle the menacing secu-
rity challenges in the area, 
confirmed the ugly incident.

He, however, said the inci-
dent took place at Imo State 
side of  the expressway, and 
pleaded for more time to 
be able to give accurate in-
formation on the casualty 
figure. ”It happened at the 

expressway between Ihu-
be and Umunneochi. In 
Umunneochi proper, there 
has been a mass reduction in 
the number of  such incidents 
but they have migrated to 
the border between Umun-
neochi and Imo State. “But 
Umunneochi Security Com-
mittee worked very hard. We 
are putting checkpoints and 

we have strengthened our 
vigilante, and have potential-
ly repelled them. “I think it’s 
a sign of  victory for us that 
they have left Umunneochi 
LGA and migrated further 
towards the express. They 
are at the boundary between 
Abia and Imo, precisely at 
Ihube. Efforts to get a re-
sponse from the Army were 

unsuccessful as the Army 
Public Relations Officer, 14 
Brigade Ohafia, Lt. Innocent 
Omale, said he was in a con-
ference.

However, all efforts to 
reach Abia State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, Mr. 
Geoffrey Ogbonna failed al-
though the Zonal PPRO in 
charge of  Zone 9, Israel Jack 
Rabin, said the zone was 

attacked Nigeria Defence 
Academy (NDA) Kaduna, 
War Training College Jaji 
in Kaduna, Kuje Prisons 
Abuja and other security 
facilities in Abuja, there-
fore DSS facility is not 
immune to attack by these 
state-sponsored terrorists.

Our leader Mazi Nnam-
di Kanu should be released 
unconditionally and imme-
diately because if  anything 
untoward happens to him 
Fulani government and 
their generations will con-
tinue to pay a heavy price.

The Nigeria Government 
and its compromised secu-
rity agencies must under-
stand that danger is coming 
from their brothers whom 
they groomed to ravage 
and pillage the country.

We pity those Igbo lead-
ers and politicians who 
commit crimes in Igboland 
and ran to Abuja think-
ing that nothing will hap-
pen. The narratives have 
changed and they will run 
to Lagos but Lagos will not 
be safe for them, then they 
will come back home soon 
and answer questions un-
less they run abroad. This 
is an opportunity to make 
peace with your people 
because the danger is ap-
proaching Nigeria soon, 
and the country has col-
lapsed.

… Set military van ablaze

Lawmaker flags off free dental care 
services to 7 communities in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Lawmaker repre-
senting Awka South 
State Constituency 2 

in the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Honourable 
Chukwuma Pius OKoye, has 
flags off  a six-day free dental 
care healthcare services for 
seven communities that con-
stitute his constituency.

 News Echo gathered that 
the beneficiary communities 
include; Amawbia, Nibo, 
Nise, Ishiagu, Umauwulu, 
Mbaukwu and Ibenato, all in 
Awka South Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state. 

Speaking with constitu-
ents who came for the dental 
treatment held on Tuesday, 
at St. Matthew Catholic 
Church Amawbia, the Law-
maker disclosed that the ges-
ture was part of  his mandate 
to deliver dividends of  de-
mocracy to his people.

He said the check-up and 
treatment of  the services 
were free of  charge. Accord-
ing to him, the outreach, 
which is the first in the series, 
is part of  his empowerment 
platforms to bring health 
care services closer to the 
constituents and it is taking 
place across the seven com-
munities.

He stated that he has de-
ployed Dental surgeries and 
treatments for various teeth 
ailments and he has also 
distributed drugs to persons 
with teeth problems after sur-

gery process. 
He said the free health 

care covered diagnosis, med-
ical advice, surgery, tests and 
other services. He described 
the programme as part of  
the lawmaker’s parliamen-
tary initiative to provide he/
her constituents’ access to 
quality health care. 

In his words; the lawmak-
er said: “What we are doing 
is not an accident, but a de-
liberate effort in line with my 
parliamentary focus that tar-
gets strengthening our econ-
omy through the people’s 
wellness. 

“The dental medical out-
reach we are carrying out 
does not stop us from our 
commitment to health sec-
tor development within the 
constituency and beyond.” 

He noted that the health 
programme which com-
menced Tuesday 2nd Au-
gust 2022, is expected to 
end on August 6th, 2022, at 
Ishiagu civil centre, in Awka 
South LGA.

 He thanked some of  
his supporters, security, 
the media and other stake-
holders who witness the 
programme. Ms Cynthia 
Chiamaka, who spoke to 
News Echo reporter, in an 
interview, after receiving her 
treatment, explained that the 
dental care programme or-
ganized by the Lawmaker, 
has relief  her of  a long time 
suffering from teeth pains. 
According to her, “I have 
been waiting in pains for 

this programme for the past 
four years to commence in 
my community (Amawbia), 
as being done in other com-
munities, to remove my teeth 
and thank God that it has 
happened.” She appreciated 
Hon. Chukwuma Okoye, for 
taking care of  the constitu-
ents not minding the cost.

The former Youth Chair-
man of  Amawbia communi-
ty, Uncle Paul, who also came 
for the removal and treatment 
of  his teeth, said the pro-
gramme is not basically for 
Hon. Okoye, to campaign for 
reelection, saying it is part of  
him to take care of  his constit-
uents.

 “I attend this dental pro-
gramme because I have an is-
sue with my teeth and see this 
as an avenue to see a dentist.  
I have benefited immensely 
from his programmes and 
I always pray for him”, he 
added.  The chief  dentist of  
the outreach, Dr. Uzochuk-
wu Nwokolo, while speaking 
with Journalists at the pro-
gramme, said dental treat-
ment is very expensive which 
contributed to why people 
could not afford it.

He said, “This is a great op-
portunity for people to have 
dental treatment, especially in 
this locality. We noticed that 
people come out with poor 
hygiene, bad teeth we have 
done extraction today and 
cleaned people’s teeth. It is a 
great privilege for people that 
reside in this constituency, he 
added.
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By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state police 
command has arrest-
ed criminals who dis-

guise themselves in police 
uniform to rob innocent 
citizens of  their possession. 

This was coming after the 
police received a distress 
call from a robbery victim 
who accidentally identified 
one of  the robbers who was 
among the gang that robbed 
him. 

 According to the police 
report he was dispossessed 
of  “a coloured Lexus 330 
Jeep with registration 
number RLU 08 AH on 
gun point, on the 18 along 
Mbano Street, Aladinma 
Owerri, Imo State, forced 
him into the booth, took 
him to a lonely place, 
robbed him of  all his valua-
bles and used his cell phone 
and transferred the sum of  
one hundred thousand Na-
ira (N100,000.00) out of  
his bank account to one of  
their accounts.” 

“The team immediate-
ly mobilized and stormed 
the scene and arrested one 
Goodness Chinaza ‘m’ 
aged 23yrs, residing at Ala-

Imo police arrests three man armed
robbers in police disguise 

dinma Owerri, Imo State. 
On interrogation, he con-
fessed being a member of  a 
robbery gang and admitted 
robbing the victim. 

He then, led police oper-
atives to arrest Emeka Orji 
‘m’ aka “COCO” aged 
24yrs of  the same address, 
while Julius Chigozie ‘m’ 
escaped. 

On further interrogation, 
they both revealed where 
they concealed the robbed 
vehicle at Rapour Hotel, 
Amakohia Owerri, lmo 
State. However, the vehicle 
was recovered to the sta-
tion.”

Furthermore “investiga-
tions revealed that the three 
suspects were residing in a 
quarter in Aladinma Ow-
erri, where they broke into 
the apartment of  a late 
Police Officer in the same 
quarters, stole his uniforms, 
bullet proof  vests and oth-
er valuables. They started 
using same to rob innocent 
citizens.”

“Their modus operandi is 
that they dress up in the sto-
len uniform, block the road, 
checking vehicles as if  they 
are genuine police officers.

“ Once they see a flashy 

Bishop Ibezim and his wife, Chioma Ibezim.

Eight million youths complete voter 
registration ahead af 2023 elections
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

O
ver eight million 
young Nigerians 
completed the re-

cently concluded Contin-
uous Voter Registration 
exercise, the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion announced on Monday.

The youth demography 
has been touted as a major 
deciding factor in the up-
coming elections and IN-
EC’s figures seems to back 
the theory.

According to INEC, there 
were 10,487,972 fresh reg-
istrants, while 12,298,944 
persons completed their reg-
istrations.

Of  these, 8,784,677 were 
composed of  young people, 
the commission said.

Meanwhile, INEC has 
warned Nigerians not to fall 
victims to fake websites ad-
vertising voter registration.

In a statement signed by 
National Commissioner 
Festus Okoye, INEC said it 
has concluded its Continu-
ous Voter Registration ex-
ercise for the 2023 general 
elections.

“Barely 24 hours after the 
suspension of  voter registra-
tion, the attention of  the In-
dependent National Elector-
al Commission (INEC) has 
been drawn to an online site 
urging Nigerians to enroll 
for ‘VOTER CARD (PVC)’ 
registration claiming that 
the Federal Government has 
approved individual VOT-
ER CARD (PVC) registra-

tion online to avoid unnec-
essary crowd in the ‘NIMC’ 
CENTERS,” the statement 
said.

“The Commission states 
unequivocally that the site 
is not linked to the Com-
mission and the link/portal 
is spurious and from a dubi-
ous source.

“The Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commis-
sion is the only body con-
stitutionally and legally 
mandated to conduct the 
registration of  persons qual-
ified to vote in any election 
in Nigeria and to update 
and revise the register when 
the need arises. 

car, they will stop the driv-
er, requesting for the vehi-
cle particulars. In the bid of  
giving them the particulars, 
they will drag him out, put 
him in the booth of  the car 
and zoom off  to a safe place 
where they will rob the in-
nocent victim.” 

The police revealed that 
sometimes “they end up 
kidnapping the victim for 
a ransom, until luck ran 
against them and they were 
arrested.” 

Items recovered after a 
thorough search of  the rob-
bers include, one locally 
made Double Barrel Short 
Gun, one Jack Knife, Po-
lice Uniforms/bullet proof  
vests. The Commissioner 
of  Police, CP Mohammed 
Ahmed Barde, psc(+) while 
commending the officers 
for their quick response and 
gallantry, warned Hoteliers 
to be wary of  persons who 
make use of  their facilities 
and cars parked in their 
premises. He then thanked 
the good people of  Imo 
State for the cooperation 
and support and urged 
them to use in time of  dis-
tress, the Command’s emer-
gency control numbers.

The Commission is solely 
responsible for organizing, 
undertaking, and supervis-
ing national elections in the 
country and does not share 
this responsibility with any-
body or organization.

“Members of  the public 
are strongly advised not to 
succumb to the antics of  on-
line scammers and should 
avoid such fake sites.

“The Commission has 
concluded the Continuous 
Voter Registration exercise 
nationwide and does not 
need to open an additional 
site or portal for the purpos-
es of  registration of  voters.”

Proprietor of RWCDA urges govt to reduce 
taxation on private schools in Imo
By Ikenna Orioha

I
n order to intensify qual-
ity academics affordable 
to all pupils in Imo State, 

the Proprietor of  Royal Way 
Child Development Acade-
my

(RWCDA), Pastor Val-
entine Arizuma, has urged 
government to reduce the lev-
el of  taxation (levies) on pri-
vate schools in the state.

He made the urge in an in-
terview with journalists dur-
ing the 2nd graduation cer-
emony of  Royal Way Child 
Development Academy, held 
at East Gate Hotel, Orji, Ow-
erri North, last week.

The Proprietor was em-
phatic that due to the high 
taxation on private schools 
by  government in Imo State, 
tuition (school) fees is high 
in most private schools and 
quite unaffordable by some 
low income parents, thereby 
causing school drop out by 
poor pupils, saying “the level 
of  taxation government gives 
to private schools in Imo 
State is unhealthy and does 
not encourage quality and af-
fordable education. So, I just 
wished that they will under-
stand that we are also partners 
who are helping government 

in our own way. As partners, 
we appeal to them to make 
things easy for us so that we 
can have the resources to pro-
vide quality and affordable 
education to our children for 
a better society”.

He pointed out that RW-
CDA is challenged with 
“unhealthy situation of  inse-
curity, lack of  infrastructure, 
bad roads and because of  the 
speed of  our growth we are 
challenge by space and ac-
commodation”.

He noted that RWCDA 
charges low fees on tuition. 
“We are the lowest in school 
fees. Although such is not 
helping us either because 
we want to pay our teachers 
well to ginger them to impact 
sound academics on the pu-
pils. So, we had done a little 
increment in our fees. Yet it 
is the lowest in town. Hence 
parents are always welcome 
as they enrol their children 
in our school. RWCDA (lo-
cated at 62 Umuodu Mbie-
ri, Mbaitolu) is where you 
come and your children will 
want to teach you. We have 
everything. We want to im-
pact everything on the chil-
dren. We are open to the par-
ents of  the children 24 hours. 
In fact, because of  the vision 

and the dream of  the school, I 
decided to be part and parcel 
of  the school.  We communi-
cate effectively with parents 
and they have access to us. 
We listen to their good advise 
and opinions”.

On performance, Arizuma 
stressed that the pupils of  the 
school are morally, academ-
ically sound. “RWCDA is 
based on morality and excel-
lence in academics. We teach 
the children to be leaders of  
today. They are going into 
tomorrow as leaders already. 
We build boldness, courage 
and above all morality into 
them”.

Disclosing that the gradu-
ation ceremony was a huge 
academic success as the pu-
pils were filled with happiness 
as their parents and manage-
ment lavished them with gifts 
and prizes, Arizuma hinted 
that those in basic 5, basic 6 
(primary 6) and those in nurs-
ery 3 are going to primary 1 
while those in primary 6 are 
proceeding to JS1 in the sec-
ondary school. “This is our 
2nd graduation. September 
2022 will make us 3 years. We 
have started up a secondary 
school: Regal Spring High 
School which has been ap-
proved by government”.

MultiChoice to pay N.4m 
for service failure
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State High 
Court sitting in Port 
Harcourt has or-

dered Multi-Choice Nigeria 
Limited to pay the sum of  
four hundred thousand Nai-
ra as damage to one of  their 
customers Gift Major who 
they failed to render service 
after paying for his subscrip-
tion to be upgraded. 

The order came after the 
company appealed against 
the judgment of  a chief  
Magistrate court which Gift 
Major dragged them to for 
failing to upgrade him. 

But Multi-Choice Nigeria 
Limited dissatisfied with 

the judgment of  the trial 
court that compelled them 
to give a one-year free sub-
scription to the complain-
ant, appealed against the 
judgement before a High 
court. 

The presiding Judge, Jus-
tice Margret Okpara in her 
judgment upheld part of  the 
Chief  Magistrate Court’s 
decision that ordered the 
Multi-Choice to pay two 
hundred thousand naira as 
the cost to the complainant.

News Echo reports that 
Justice Okpara however 
changed the one-year free 
subscription to four hun-
dred thousand naira as 
damage to be paid to Gift 
Major.
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AUsman Sabiu and 
Nafiu Umar, 18-

year-old, both from Tafa 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State have been 
apprehended by the police 
for alleged kidnapping and 
killing a 13-year-old boy 
identified as Yasir Salisu.

Wasiu Abiodun, the 
S t a t e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, while 
parading the suspects on 
Monday, explained that the 
deceased was killed by his 
abductors as a cover-up 
after identifying them to be 
his neighbours.

According to the PPRO, 
Yasir Salisu was reported 
missing on July 29.

He further explained 

he  Nige r  S ta t e TPolice Command 
h a s  r e c a p t u r e d 

another inmate,  John 
Ijamu that escaped from 
the Kuje Custodial Center, 
Abuja, during an attack on 
the facility by suspected 
terrorists in the state.

T h e  s t a t e  Po l i c e 
Public Relations Officer, 
P P R O,  D S P  W a s i u 
A b i o d u n  s t a t e d  i n  a 
statement that the suspect 
was rearrested based on a 
tip-off.

According to him, the 
a r r e s t  i s  pa r t  o f  the 
command's continued 
effort to recapture escaped 
inmates from the Kuje 
Custodial Center during 
the jailbreak.

He said the 42-year-
old Ijamu was arrested by 
police operatives attached 
to the Counter Terrorist 
U n i t  ( C T U )  o f  t h e 
Command.

He explained that the 
suspect hails from Apa 
Local Government Area 
of  Benue State but resides 
a long Mandela  road, 
Minna, the capital of  
Niger State.

“The inmate  was 
arrested in his residence in 
M i n n a  a n d  d u r i n g 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ;  h e 
confessed that he escaped 
from the custodial facility 
during the attack along 
with other inmates while 
he escaped further to Lapai 
area where he stayed in a 
Mosque for about two 
weeks before he arrived 

Minna on 28/07/2022.
“The suspect claimed 

that he was arrested in 
Abuja since 2020 for the 
o f f e n c e  o f  c r i m i n a l 
conspiracy, armed robbery 
a n d  r e c e iv i n g  s t o l e n 
proper ty  and  he  was 
remanded in the facility for 
the  above  ment ioned 
offence he committed,” 
Abiodun revealed.

The statement further 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police, 

he Nigerian Navy Thas handed over a 
vessel loaded with 

an unspecified quantity of  
diesel and five suspects to 
t h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission. 

The Base Operation 
Officer of  the Nigerian 
Navy Ship Victory, Lt. 
Commander  Clement 
Ayogu handed over the 
vessel and the suspects to 
a n  A s s i s t a n t 
Superintendent of  EFCC 
from the Uyo zone, Mr. 
Inainfe Young-Inainfe, on 
Tuesday. 

The Navy said the 
suspects are four Nigerians 
and a Venezuelan national. 

Ayogu said that the 
handover was done on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  N N S V 
Commander, Commodore 
Ifeanyi Okpala, as directed 
b y  t h e  F l a g  O f f i c e r 
Commanding, Eastern 

Naval Command, Rear 
Admiral Ibrahim Dewu. 

He explained that the 
arrest was made in relation 
to the “Operation Dakatar 
Da Barawo” which the 
Navy inaugurated to fight 
illegal bunkering and crude 
oil theft. 

Dewu said the vessel 
named “Edidion AJ” and 
the suspects were arrested 
on July 20, 2022 by men of  
the NNSV on patrol at the 
Calabar channel. 

He said, “At the time 
of  the arrest, the vessel had 
four crew members from 
Nigeria and a Venezuelan 
national.

“ T h e  ve s s e l  w a s 
carrying an unspecified 
quantity of  petroleum 
product suspected to be 
illegally refined diesel. 

 “We have established 
the fact that the vessel and 
her crew are complicit in 
the crime of  economic 

sabotage. 
“As a result of  that, 

we are here to hand over 
the vessel and her crew to 
E F C C  f o r  o n w a r d 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d 
prosecution.” 

D e w u  a d v i s e d 
members of  the public to 
desist from all forms of  

h e  p o l i c e  h a v e Tarraigned a 39-year-old 
m a n ,  O l u s e y i 

Olatunbosun, before a Tinubu 
M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t  f o r 
allegedly obtaining 42,500 
Australian dollars under false 
pretences. 

Olatunbosun is facing 
three counts bordering on 
conspiracy, obtaining by false 
preferences and stealing. 

The defendant, who was 
brought before Magistrate 
O.S. Abioye, in charge number 
P/10/2022, pleaded not guilty 

to the charges. 
The police prosecutor, Mr 

Jimoh Joseph, told the court 
that the defendant and others 
still at large committed the 
offences between April and 
December 2018 in the Mushin 
area of  Lagos. 

He said the defendant 
defrauded one Mr Olayinka 
Abiodun to the tune of  42,500 
Australian dollars, equivalent 
to N10,625,000. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutor, the offences are 
contrary to and punishable 

under sections 411, 314 and 
284 of  the Criminal Law of  
Lagos State 2015. 

However, the defendant 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charge and Magistrate Abioye 
granted him bail in the sum of  
N500,000 with one surety in 
like sum.

The magistrate ordered 
that the surety must provide 
e v i d e n c e  o f  g a i n f u l 
employment and proof  of  tax 
payment to the government 
and have his address verified. 

The case was adjourned 
till October 6 for trial. 

criminal activities. 
He vowed that the 

Navy and other security 
agencies will not spare 
a n y o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n 
criminalities. 

Responding  a f t e r 
receiving the vessel and the 
suspects, Young-Inainfe, 
lauded the navy for the 

arrest. 
H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 

s y n e r g y  b e t we e n  t h e 
commission and the Navy 
had yielded many results in 
the fight against economic 
crimes in the country.

CP Monday Bala Kuryas 
has directed the immediate 
transfer of  the inmate to 
the custodial centre for 
further necessary action.

The command then 
urged members of  the 
public to be more vigilant 
in their various localities 
and  avo id  habour ing 
strangers roaming about 
within their environment 
as criminal intentions may 
not be quickly known in 
order to prevent any ugly 
incident.

that during interrogation, 
Usman Sabiu confessed to 
having conspired with 
Nafiu Umar and abducted 
the missing person and 
took him to the residence 
of  Nafiu, with the intention 
of  collecting N100,000 
from the victim's father as 
ransom.

The police spokesman 
stated that the suspects 
alleged that the victim was 
strangled to death when he 
could not produce his 
father's contact number to 
demand ransom, having 
also identified them.

The PPRO explained, 
“In the course of  the 
investigation, the suspects 
led police operatives to a 
r ive r  bank  in  Hay in -

N a s a r awa  w h e r e  t h e 
deceased was buried in a 
shallow grave; however, the 
corpse was exhumed and 
d e p o s i t e d  a t  U m a r 
Yar'adua Hospital morgue 
for autopsy.”

He advised parents and 
guardians to monitor their 
ward's movement within 
the community for safety 
against the unknown.

he Niger State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
arrested a teenager 

and one other over the kidnap 
and murder of  a 13-year-old 
boy, Yasir Salisu. 

The state Police Public 
Re la t ions  Of f i ce r,  DSP 
A b i o d u n  Wa s i u ,  i n  a 
statement in Minna, said the 
victim went missing on July 
29. 

Wasiu said the suspects, 
Nafiu Umar, 18, and Usman 
Sabiu,  22,  confessed to 
kidnapping the victim to 
collect ransom from his 

father. 
“Usman Sabiu confessed 

to have conspired with Nafiu 
Umar and abducted the 
missing person to the house of  
Nafiu with the intention of  
collecting N100,000 from the 
victim's father. 

 “ U n f o r t u n a t e ly,  h e 
claimed that the victim could 
not produce the father's 
contact to demand ransom 
and both suspects  were 

identified by the victim, who 
are neighbours, hence the 
victim was strangled and 
killed by the suspects,” the 
statement read. 

The PPRO added that the 
suspects buried the body in a 
shallow grave by the riverside. 

“However, the corpse was 
exhumed and deposited at the 
Umar Yar'adua Hospital 
morgue for an autopsy,” the 
police spokesman said.

he  R ive r s  S ta t e TPolice Command 
said its operatives 

arrested seven suspected 
criminals, including a car-
snatching syndicate and 
robbers, in various parts of  
Por t  Harcour t  and i ts 
environs. 

I t  sa id two of  the 

suspects raped a pregnant 
woman during one of  their 
operations. 

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer, Grace 
Iringe-Koko, disclosed this 
in a statement on Monday. 

I r i n g e - K o k o  s a i d 
notable among the cases 
was the ar rest  of  two 
suspects, Saviour Gbarale, 
2 4 ,  a n d  O n ye d i k a c h i 
Uhala, 18, on Etche Street 
in Borikiri, Port Harcourt, 
by operatives of  the C4i 
Intelligence Unit of  the 
command. 

The statement read, 
“The suspects specialise in 
house breaking and have 
been linked to series of  
recent armed robberies in 
t h e  P o r t  H a r c o u r t 
metropolis and its environs. 

“Investigations also 
revealed that the suspects 
raped and sexually abused a 
pregnant woman in the 
cause of  their nefarious 
operations. 

“Similarly, on July 24, 
2022, operatives of  C4i 

Intelligence Unit, while on 
a routine anti-crime patrol 
a l o n g  E l e m e  R o a d 
Junction, ran into a gang of  
armed robbers.

“The police operatives 
engaged the hoodlums in a 
gun duel. The duo was 
subdued by police superior 
f i repower.  One Victor 
Okona, 23, and Onuoha 
J o h n  O d i n a k a ,  a k a 
Precious, 22, of  Farm 
Road, Eleme Junction, 
were arrested, while others 
e scaped  wi th  va r y ing 
degrees of  injury.” 

She said one American 
revolver with breech no. 
134581 and a motorbike 
were recovered from the 
suspects. 

A l s o ,  s h e  s a i d 
operatives smashed a car-
s n a t c h i n g  s y n d i c a t e 
following recent complaints 
by members of  the public. 

“ T h e  s u s p e c t s , 
Gladstone Anderson, 22; 
Emmanuel Hezekiah, 26; 
and Chika Obiorah, 29; 
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a l o n g 

Amaechi  Drive in the 
Obio/Akpor LGA. 

“On interrogation, the 
suspects were found to be 
members of  a notorious 
syndicate that specialises in 
s n a t c h i n g  c a r s  f r o m 
i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m s 
par ticularly Bolt/Uber 
drivers in and around Sani 
Abacha/Casablanca in 
GRA, Port Harcourt. 

“They use jackknives 
to threaten their victims and 
rope to  s t rangle  the i r 
victims in case of  any 
resistance. One Toyota 
Corolla with number plate, 
AAH 382 RM, ash colour, 
was recovered from them,” 
the statement added. 

The statement added 
that an abandoned Honda 
Odyssey bus, without a 
n u m b e r  p l a t e ,  w a s 
recovered when policemen 
of  the anti-cultism unit, 
who were on a patrol at 
Tele, Sogo, in Tai LGA, 
chased a vehicle with six 
occupants, who fled.
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Navy hands over five oil thieves to EFCC 

Lagos man in court over alleged
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kidnapper kills boy for forgetting
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he Minister of  TCommunications 
a n d  D i g i t a l  

Economy, Isa Pantami, 
has said he is against 
attempts by the Federal 
Government to introduce 
a five per cent excise duty 
on telecommunication 
services. 

According to him, the 
move would impact the 
sector and Nigerians 
negatively. He disclosed 
this while speaking in 
Lagos at the maiden 
edition of  the Nigerian 
Te lecommunica t ions  
Indigenous Content Expo 
organised by the Nigeria 
Office for Developing the 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
assured that the future 

of  Nigeria's upstream oil and 
gas is promising but requires 
t h e  r i g h t  l e g i s l a t i v e 
framework and a change in 
p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r 
m a x i m u m  e c o n o m i c 
r e c o v e r y  a n d  e n e r g y 
sustenance. 

The Chief  Executive, 
N i g e r i a n  U p s t r e a m 
Pe t r o l e u m  Re g u l a t o r y 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  G b e n g a 
Komolafe, gave the assurance 
while delivering his goodwill 
message at the ongoing 45th 
N i g e r i a n  A n n u a l 
International Conference 
And Exhibition, organised by 
the Society of  Petroleum 
Engineers, Nigerian Council 
in Lagos on Monday. 

According to him, the 
recently enacted Petroleum 
Industry Act, PIA, 2021 has 
generous fiscal provisions 
aimed towards attracting 
investment, not just for oil 
d e v e l o p m e n t  b u t  f o r 

harnessing of  the rich gas 
potentials of  Nigeria which is 
among the highest in the 
world. 

“A s  w e  d r i v e  f o r 
i nv e s t m e n t  i n  c l e a n e r 
hydrocarbon development, 
w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  t o 
m a x i m u m  e c o n o m i c 
r e c ove r y  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r 
development of  oil resources, 
the commission empowered 
by the PIA has placed its 
focus on four cardinal areas 
f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  g a s 
development and utilisation”, 
he said, 

He listed the focal areas 
as  gas reserves growth, 
optimised gas production, 
domestic gas utilisation, and 
gas flare elimination. 

He said that energy 
transition discourse should 
r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t h e 
implementation of  a fair, 
equitable and sustainable 
energy mix that entrenches 
the principles of  inclusiveness 
a n d  g u a r a n t e e s  e n e r g y 
security. 

ind igenous  Te lecom 
S e c t o r ,  a n  a g e n c y  
domiciled in the Nigerian 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Commission. 

He stated that the 
telecom sector already 
contributes a lot to the 
Nigerian economy and 
urged the government to 
consider taxing other 
sectors of  the economy 
that were not contributing 
to national development. 

Recently, the Federal 
Government announced 
plans to implement a five 
per cent excise duty tax on 
telecoms services at a 
stakeholders' forum on 
the implementation of  

e x c i s e  d u t y  o n  
t e l e c o m mu n i c a t i o n s  
services in Nigeria. 

Pantami said, “The 
m i n i s t r y  o f  
communications and 
digital economy is not 
satisfied with any effort to 
introduce excise duty on 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
services. 

“Firstly, I have not 
been consulted officially 
a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  
rulemaking is to invite 
stakeholders to make 
contributions, I was not 
consul ted  o f f ic ia l ly.  
Secondly, if  we have been 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment on 
Monday said it was 

wo r k i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e 
mortgages provided to 
contributors under the 
National Housing Fund to 
the tune of  N712bn for the 
f i n a n c i n g  o f  a b o u t 
100,000 housing units 
across the country. 

It disclosed this at the 
inaugura l  Board  and 
Management Retreat of  
the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of  Nigeria in Abuja, 
adding that efforts were on 
to deliver one million 
a f f o r d a b l e  h o m e s  t o 
N i ge r i a n s  u n d e r  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  H o u s i n g 
Programme. 

The Chairman, Board 
of  Directors,  FMBN, 
Ayodeji Gbeleyi, said the 
bank's board had approved 
a strategy plan that would 
increase the amount of  
mortgages to be provided 
for the construction of  
houses for Nigerians. 

He said, “In line with 
the mandate of  the Federal 

Government to expand the 
housing sector in general 
and deepen the mortgage 
sub-sector in particular, 
the bank's board approved 
a five-year strategy plan 
covering the period 2020-
2024 with focus on certain 
k e y  p e r f o r m a n c e 
indicators. 

“The KPIs include 
growing the National 
H o u s i n g  F u n d 
contributions from N49bn 
in 2018 to N285bn per 
a n n u m ,  i n c r e a s e 
contributors from about 
4.8 million in 2018 to 31.6 
million in 2024, to finance 
a cumulative of  100,000 
housing units and grow 
mortgages to N712bn in 
2024.” 

He said some of  the 
measures being promoted 
towards achieving the 
targets of  the five-year 
strategy plan included 
d e e p e n i n g  m o r t g a ge 
penetration by facilitating 
access to homeownership, 
growing and diversifying 
funding mix through 

diversification of  funding 
sources, among others. 

Gbeleyi stated that in 
order  to  address  the 
housing deficit in Nigeria, 
the Federal Government 
had initiated the National 
Housing Programme, 
adding that the NHP's 
target was to provide 
millions of  homes across 
the country.

 “ T h e  N D P  s e t s 
specific targets for the 
p e r i o d  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 5  t o 
i m p r o v e  a c c e s s  t o 
affordable housing by 
d e l i ve r i n g  h o m e s  t o 
Nigerians with a baseline 
of  500,000 per year and 
ultimately 1,000,000 per 
year, 20 per cent of  which 
would be by the public 
sector,” he stated. 

T h e  F M B N  b o s s, 
h oweve r,  n o t e d  t h a t 
despite the progress made, 
the high cost of  building 
materials and challenges 
in accessing land and 
mortgage financing had 
r e m a i n e d  m a j o r 
constraints in the real 

estate sub-sector. 
“And by implication, 

t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e 
FMBN,” Gbeleyi stated. 

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Works  and  Hous ing, 
Babatunde Fashola, who 
o f f i c i a l l y  u n v e i l e d 
F M B N ' s  c o r p o r a t e 
statement at the retreat, 
revealed that the bank 
wo u l d  a p p r o a c h  t h e 
Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
Corporation to insure its 
contributors' funds. 

He  sa id ,  “ In  and 
consistent with our current 
thinking, the National 
Council on Housing and 
Lands has adopted the 
recommendation for the 
bank to seek NDIC's 
i n s u r a n c e  o f  i t s 
contributors' funds just as 
is done for depositors in 
other banks.” 

“These are some of  
the actions and events of  
strategy repositioning, 
i n t e n d e d  t o  d e l i v e r 
optimised performance.” 

contacted, we would have 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  
submission. 

“The sectors that are 
cont r ibut ing  to  our  
economy today are few. 
What we should be doing 
is to ensure that all other 
s e c t o r s  c a n  a l s o  
contribute. A lot of  
sectors are consumers, 
these are the sectors that 
we should be tasked to 
contribute.

 “A sector cannot be a 
consumer today; each 
sector must contribute a 
certain percentage to the 

economy. And if  we fail to 
do that, we would be 
increasing the pressure 
and by doing that we 
would be destroying the 
digital economy sector. 

“ E x c i s e  d u t y  i s  
introduced to discourage 
the consumption of  
certain commodities like 
alcohol, and tobacco. But 
today, without broadband 
penetration, how can you 
p e r f o r m  f i n a n c i a l  
transactions, how can you 
deliver lectures without 
that, how can you work in 
a hospital, these services 
are a necessity.” 

According to him, 
t e l e c o m  c o m p a n i e s  
contribute 2 per cent 
excise duty to the NCC 
already. He stated that 
telecom consumers also 
pay 7.5 per cent for 
c o n s u m i n g  t e l e c o m  
services. 

He said the timing was 

wrong and any extra 

hardship on citizens won't 

be tolerated. He explained 

that the government must 

extend its net to other 

sectors as it hopes to 

increase revenue because 

the telecom industry is 

already doing enough and 

will only crash if  any 

further taxes are added. 

Pantami concluded, 

“We will make further 

steps to fight it. As a 

minister, based on the 

p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

constitution of  Nigeria, 

section 148, we are 

exercising the powers of  

Mr president. 

“That is what the 

constitution says. At least, 

I am a major stakeholder. 

When the 7.5 per cent 

VAT was added, I was not 

consulted, I only heard 

the announcement. And I 

think there is something 

questionable, and I am 

glad that we are on the 

same page with our 

n a t i o n a l  a s s e m b l y  

members here, they were 

not consulted, and they 

a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

committees. 

“Beyond making our 

position known, we will 

go behind the scenes and 

go against any policy that 

will destroy the digital 

economy sector. We will 

go to any extent to 

legitimately and legally 

defend its interest.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Pantami rejects new tax on calls, data 

FG plans N712bn mortgage to fund 100,000 houses 

Upstream future
promising, says FG 
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China ready for show of force on Taiwan - US

Foreign News

T
he United States on Sat-
urday in a drone strike 
killed al Qaeda leader, 
Ayman Al-Zawahiri, 

President Joe Biden said Mon-
day in a speech from the White 
House.

“I authorized a precision strike 
that would remove him from 
the battlefield, once and for all,” 
CNN quoted Biden as saying.

Al-Zawahiri, who just turned 
71 years old, was a close ally and 
personal physician of  Osama bin 
Laden.

According to Biden, Al-Zawa-
hiri “was deeply involved in the 
planning of  9/11, one of  the 
most responsible for the attacks 
that murdered 2,977 people on 
American soil. For decades, he 
was the mastermind of  attacks 
against Americans.”

“Now, justice has been deliv-
ered and this terrorist leader is no 
more. People around the world 
no longer need to fear the vicious 
and determined killer,” he added.

The American leader noted 
that the US will continue to pro-
tect its citizens from harm and 
will take out whoever poses a 
threat to it (US) regardless of  
how long it takes.

Al-Zawahiri execution comes 
11 years after the US killed Osa-
ma bin Laden.

He was in downtown Kabul 
where he was reuniting with his 
family and was killed in what 
a senior administration official 
described as “a precise tailored 
airstrike” using two Hellfire mis-
siles.

The Saturday drone strike was 
conducted at 9:48 p.m. ET fol-
lowing r Biden’s authorisation 
after weeks of  meetings with his 
cabinet and key advisers.

No American personnel were 
on the ground in Kabul at the 
time of  the strike, an official said.

Mr Biden had last year ordered 
the withdrawal of  American 
troops from Afghanistan thereby 

allowing the Taliban to take over 
the war-torn state.

According to CNN, an offi-
cial said senior Haqqani Tali-
ban figures were aware of  Mr 
Al-Zawahiri presence in the area, 
in “clear violation of  the Doha 
agreement,” and even took steps 
to conceal his presence after Sat-
urday’s strike, restricting access 
to the safe house and rapidly re-
locating members of  his family, 
including his daughter and her 
children, who were intentionally 
not targeted during the strike and 

US kills al-Qaeda leader Ayman Al-Zawahiri

Ayman Al-Zawahiri, al Qaeda leader - Bin Laden’s successor.

remained unharmed.
The US did not alert Taliban of-

ficials ahead of  Saturday’s strike.
The killing of  Al-Zawahiri has 

been praised by former US Pres-
ident Barack Obama.

“More than 20 years after 9/11, 
one of  the masterminds of  that 
terrorist attack and Osama bin 
Laden’s successor as the leader of  
al-Qaeda – Ayman al-Zawahiri 
– has finally been brought to jus-
tice,” Obama wrote on Twitter.

“It’s a tribute to President Bid-
en’s leadership, to the members 

T
he White House has 
warned that China 
may respond to Nancy 
Pelosi’s mooted visit to 

Taiwan with military provoca-
tions.

This could include firing mis-
siles near Taiwan, or large-scale 
air or naval activities, spokes-
man John Kirby said.

Mrs Pelosi, the US House of  
Representatives Speaker, is on a 
tour of  Asia.

Taiwanese and US media out-
lets say she plans to visit Taipei, 
but this has not been confirmed 
by the US government.

Taiwan is a self-ruled island, 
but claimed by China - which 
has warned of  “serious con-
sequences” if  Mrs Pelosi goes 
there. On Monday, China’s 
United Nations envoy Zhang 
Jun warned the visit would un-

dermine relations between Bei-
jing and Washington, Reuters 
news agency reported.

Mrs Pelosi, a senior figure in 
the Democratic Party, has long 
been a vocal critic of  the Chinese 
leadership, denouncing its hu-
man rights record. She has pre-
viously met pro-democracy dis-
sidents and visited Tiananmen 
Square to commemorate victims 
of  the 1989  massacre.

The speaker began her tour 
of  Asia on Sunday, with stops 
scheduled in Singapore, Malay-
sia, South Korea and Japan.

She originally planned to visit 
Taiwan in April, but postponed 
the trip after she tested positive 
for Covid-19.

Earlier this month Mrs Pelosi 
said it was “important for us to 
show support for Taiwan”.

• Nancy Pelosi’s long history 
of opposing Beijing

President Joe Biden has said the 
US military believes a Pelosi vis-
it to Taiwan is “not a good idea 
right now”.

On Monday, White House na-
tional security spokesman John 
Kirby said that China’s escala-
tions could include making “spu-
rious legal claims” in the days to 
come, for example by claiming 
that the Taiwan Strait is not an in-
ternational waterway.

He said other signs indicate that 
Beijing may send flights towards 
the island, as part of  a planned 
incursion into Taiwan’s airspace.

Mr Kirby pointed out that Re-
publican former Speaker of  the 
House Newt Gingrich had visit-
ed Taiwan in 1997, and that oth-
er US lawmakers visited Taiwan 
earlier this year.

“Nothing has changed. There 
is no drama to talk to. It is not 
without precedent for a Speaker 
of  the House to go to Taiwan,” 
he said, adding that Mrs Pelosi is 
travelling on US military planes 
during her Asian tour.

Speaking at the United Na-
tions, US Secretary of  State, An-
tony Blinken, called on China 
to be measured in the event that 
Mrs. Pelosi does visit.

“If  the speaker does decide to 
visit, and China tries to create 
some kind of  crisis or otherwise 
escalate tensions, that would be 
entirely on Beijing,” he told re-
porters after nuclear non-prolifer-
ation talks in New York.

“We are looking for them - in 
the event she decides to visit - to 
act responsibly and not to engage 
in any escalation going forward.” 

of  the intelligence community 
who have been working for dec-
ades for this moment, and to the 
counterterrorism professionals 
who were able to take al-Zawa-
hiri out without a single civilian 
casualty.

“Tonight’s news is also proof  
that it’s possible to root out terror-
ism without being at war in Af-
ghanistan. And I hope it provides 
a small measure of  peace to the 
9/11 families and everyone else 
who has suffered at the hands of  
al-Qaeda.”

Asia’s richest men face-off 
in India 5G battle

I
ndia’s largest auction for 
5G airwaves has concluded 
after seven days, potentially 
setting the stage for a battle 

for supremacy over India’s digi-
tal future between two of  Asia’s 
richest men - Gautam Adani and 
Mukesh Ambani.

A total of  72 gigahertz of  
spectrum worth at least $54bn 
(£44.5bn) in 10 bands was on the 
block in the auction. The govern-
ment drew bids worth approx. 
$19bn from the three market in-
cumbents - Mr Ambani’s Reli-
ance-Jio (R-Jio), Vodafone Idea 
and Bharti Airtel as well as new 
entrant Adani Data Networks.

Mr Adani, a surprise bidder 
who controls a sprawling con-
glomerate with interests in sectors 
such as ports, airports and power, 
recently displaced Bill Gates to 
become the world’s fourth-richest 
person, with a net worth of  over 
$112bn.

While R-Jio emerged as the 
largest bidder, buying spectrum 
worth $11bn, the Adani group 
spent only about $26m. Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, India’s telecoms minis-
ter, said 71% of  a total 72 GHz 

spectrum on offer was sold ac-
cording. While both Bharti Airtel 
and R-Jio are said to have bid for 
pan-India airwaves, cash strapped 
Vodafone Idea spent only in pri-
ority sectors.

“Jio is fully ready for 5G roll-
out in the shortest period of  time 
because of  its nationwide fibre 
presence, all-IP network with no 
legacy infrastructure, indigenous 
5G stack and strong global part-
nerships across the technology 
ecosystem,” Reliance Jio said in 
a statement.

For now, Adani Data Networks 
has restricted its bids only to cir-
cles where the conglomerate has 
assets like airports and power 
plants. The company said it had 
thrown its hat into the ring only 
to create a private captive net-
work for its infrastructure assets, 
and was not interested in com-
peting in the consumer mobility 
market.

But analysts believe this could 
be the first step to a full-fledged 
entry into the sector.

“We believe if  the Adani Group 
does end up buying spectrum in 
the upcoming auction, it could 
potentially increase competition 
in enterprise 5G, in addition to 
opening the doors for the Adani 
Group to expand into consumer 
mobile services over time,” Gold-
man Sachs said in a note.

The move will make Vodafone 
Idea and Bharti Airtel, India’s 
battle-weary telecom firms which 
are still reeling under the tariff  
wars launched by R-Jio’s disrup-
tive 2016 entry, are understand-
ably jittery as they contend with 
greater competition from yet an-
other deep-pocketed billionaire.

For Mr Ambani, it’s an unex-
pected face-off  with a rival who’s 
so far steered cleared from com-
peting with him on the same turf,

The introduction of  5G is like-
ly to usher in a new era of  high-
speed digital connectivity in In-
dia, allowing video downloads 
in seconds and enabling the use 
of  advanced connected devices 
using cloud computing technol-
ogies.

With higher speeds on offer, In-
dian telecom companies, who’ve 
thus far refrained from charging 
differentiated prices for 4G plans 
(vis-à-vis 2G/3G), are expected 
to benefit from levying a premi-
um for 5G offerings.

“5G tariff  plans would be a key 
monitorable in the near term, and 
5G premium (vs 4G) may pro-
vide the next leg of  ARPU (av-
erage revenue per user) uptick for 
the telcos,” according to a note 
from Nomura.

All-India adoption, however, is 
likely to be slow, given only about 
7% of  India’s overall smartphone 
base is 5G enabled.
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ccording to a US 

Ap u b l i c a t i o n , 
sportingkc, tickets 

f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
friendly double-header 
games between Nigeria and 
the United States women's 
team have begun.

T h e  U S  Wo m e n ' s 
National Team, four-time 
World Cup champions and 
four Olympic Games gold 
winners, will face the nine-
time African champions, 
first at the Children's Mercy 
Park  in  Kansas  C i ty, 
Kansas on September 3, 
before squaring off  again at 
t h e  A u d i  F i e l d  i n 
Washington September 6.

“Tickets are now on 
sale for fans to secure seats 
to see the United States 
Women's National Team 

FC President Dana 

UWhite believes that 
the time has come 

to start putting Welterweight 
champion Kamaru Usman 
in the discussion for the 
greatest MMA fighter of  all 
time. 

The UFC president was in 
Dallas, Texas at UFC 277, 
where former champion 
Brandon Moreno claimed 
the promotion's interim 
flyweight title and Amanda 
N u n e s  r e c l a i m e d  h e r 
women's bantamweight 
strap in a rematch with 
Julianna Peña. 

Nunes' performance in 
t h e  m a i n  e v e n t  w a s 
par t icular ly  dominant, 
which led to a question at the 
event 's post-fight press 
conference regarding where 
she ranks among all MMA 
greats. 

Instead of  speaking on 
N u n e s '  l e g a c y,  W h i t e 
unexpectedly switched the 
topic over to the UFC's 
welterweight champion. 

“Well, I'm glad you asked 
me that question actually,” 
White answered. “You 
know, I still consider Jon 
Jones. It's time to start 
ta lk ing  about  Kamar u 
Usman, you know? He's one 
f ight  away f rom ty ing 
Anderson Silva. He already 
beat Jon Jones and GSP. 
And in his next fight if  he 
beats Leon Edwards, he ties 
Anderson Silva. So, yeah 
he's in the discussion.” 

Usman first claimed the 
UFC's welterweight title 
with a lopsided victory over 
Tyron Woodley in 2019. 
Since winning the belt he's 
successfully defended his 
title 5 times against Colby 
Covington (twice), Jorge 
Masvida l  ( twice) ,  and 
Gilbert Burns. 

The 35-year-old has not 
been defeated since his 
second pro bout, and his 
current winning streak 
stands at 15 UFC victories 
dating back to 2015.

“ T h e  N i g e r i a n 
Nightmare” is currently 

preparing for a rematch with 
Leon Edwards, which will 
serve as the main event of  
UFC 278 on August 20. 

Usman is already making 
plans to make the jump to 
l ight  heavyweighti f  he 
defeats Edwards, but that 
will be no easy feat given 
that “Rocky” is on a nine-
fight win streak since losing 
a unanimous decision to 
Usman in 2015. 

t a k e  o n  N i g e r i a  o n 
S a t u r d ay,  S e p t .  3  a t 
Children's Mercy Park in 
Kansas City, Kan. as both 
teams prepare for the 2023 
FIFA Women's  World 
Cup,” the website wrote.

The Children's Mercy 
Park is home to Kansas 
City in the US National 
Women's Soccer League 
and Sporting Kansas City 
i n  t h e  M a j o r  L e a g u e 
Soccer, while Audi Field is 
u t i l i z e d  b y  N a t i o n a l 
Women's Soccer League 
side Washington Spirit and 
Major League Soccer team, 
DC United.

The USWNT, who are 
the most successful team in 
the world, and the Super 
F a l c o n s ,  t h e  m o s t 

successful team in Africa, 
have both qualified for the 
2023 Women's World Cup 
in Australia and New 
Zealand.

T h e  b a c k - t o - b a c k 
World Cup champions 
qualified for the 2023 
Wor ld  Cup  and  2024 
O l y m p i c  G a m e s  b y 
w i n n i n g  t h e  2 0 2 2 
C O N C A C A F  W 
Championship last month, 
while the Falcons booked a 
place at the Mundial after 
reaching the last four of  the 
Women's Africa Cup of  
Nations in Morocco last 
month.

The Falcons will hope 
to end their six consecutive 
defeats to the US when they 
face off  next month.

r e m i e r  L e a g u e Pclubs have splashed 
an estimated £1 

billion in the arms race for 
new talent ahead of  the 
start to the 2022/23 season 
on Friday, but champions 
Manchester City remain 
the side to beat.

After winning four 
league titles in five years, 
Pep Guardiola's squad has 
been bolstered by the 
biggest name arrival of  the 
s u m m e r  i n  E r l i n g 
Haaland.

The Norwegian had 
his choice of  Europe's top 
clubs after scoring 85 goals 
in 88 games for Borussia 
Dortmund and followed in 
the footsteps of  his father 
Alf  Inge – a former City 
captain – to the blue side 
of  Manchester.

Haaland may have 
had a debut to forget as he 
m i s s e d  a  g l a r i n g 
opportunity towards the 
e n d  o f  C i t y ' s  3 - 1 
Community Shield defeat 
to Liverpool on Saturday, 
but Guardiola warned the 
pretenders to his side's 
throne that “the goals will 
come”.

“There is no reason 
not to be confident,” 
added Guardiola. “What 
these guys have done, not 
just in the Premier League, 
but in the cups, the steps 
we have made in Europe 
and in many things.”

I n  a  w i n d o w  o f  
significant change at the 
Etihad, Argentine forward 
J u l i a n  A l v a r e z  a n d 
England international 
midfielder Kalvin Phillips 
have also arrived.

But Guardiola has let 
plenty of  experience go to 
Premier League rivals with 
G a b r i e l  J e s u s  a n d 
Oleksandr Zinchenko 
heading to Arsenal and 
Raheem Sterling joining 
Chelsea.

Liverpool are best 
placed to pounce on any 
s l i p p i n g  o f  C i t y ' s 
standards.

Jurgen Klopp's side 
were denied a historic 
quadruple by the finest of  
margins last season as they 
were pipped to the title by 
a  po in t  and  los t  the 
Champions League final 
1-0 to Real Madrid after 
winning the League and 
FA Cup.

The Reds have also 
refreshed their front line 
w i t h  t h e  i m p o s i n g 
p r e s e n c e  o f  D a r w i n 
Nunez  coming  in  to 
compensate for the loss of  
Sadio Mane to Bayern 
Munich.

Nunez did make an 
immediate impact in the 
C o m m u n i t y  S h i e l d , 
winning a penalty and 
scoring to turn the game in 
Liverpool's favour late in 
the game.

T O T T E N H A M 
TITLE CHALLENGE?

City and Liverpool 
have dominated English 
football for the past five 
years, but if  there is to be a 
challenge from the chasing 
pack, it could come from 
Tottenham.

Ahead of  Antonio 
Conte's first full season in 
charge, the Italian has 
been heavily backed by the 
normally thrifty Spurs 
board with the signings of  
R i c h a r l i s o n ,  Y v e s 
Bissouma, Ivan Perisic, 
Djed Spence, Clement 
Lenglet and Fraser Forster.

Crucially, Tottenham 

ilfred Ndidi says 

WLeicester City are 
looking forward 

to their Premier League 
opener against Brentford at 
the King Power stadium on 
Sunday. 

The  Niger ian ,  who 
featured for over an hour in 
the Foxes'1-0 win over Sevilla 
before being replaced by 
Boubakary Soumare, was 
pleased to sign off  with a win 
before entertaining Brentford 
next week on Sunday. 

“Everyone is feeling 
great, feeling fit also, which is 
good, and the mentality is 
really positive,” the Nigerian 
midfielder told LCFC TV 
ahead of  the season opener. 

“It was a good feeling for 
me (against Sevilla) because 
it has been a long time 
c o m i n g  a n d  I ' ve  b e e n 
working hard coming back. 
Having those minutes is 
important for me, getting that 
match fitness up and enjoying 
the game.” 

 “It will be very nice,” he 
added. “They always come 
through and are  rea l ly 
important. They are always 
there cheering. 

We've been working 
away and coming to play at 

King Power Stadium again is 
really nice. To see the fans 
a g a i n  a n d  e n j o y  t h e 
atmosphere, we're looking 
forward to the game against 
Brentford.” 

“It's been really tough. 
It's pre-season anyway, so it's 
been preparing us fitness-
wise and trying to prepare for 
it, which is really good. The 
mentality also comes in, 
which is important.

“Just like every game, 
we try as much as possible to 
get a win. That's the main 
focus, to do our best and try to 
prove to ourselves that we can 
actually do better. Whichever 
way the game goes, it's just for 
us to keep going and the 
group is still together. We're 
trying to learn.”

have also retained the star 
duo of  Harry Kane and 
Son Heung-min as they 
aim for a first league title in 
62 years.

Arsenal have been in 
blistering pre-season form 
with Jesus on f ire in 
thrashings of  Chelsea and 
Sevilla.

Chelsea boss Thomas 
Tuchel blasted his side as 
“not competitive” after 
losing 4-0 to the Gunners 
in Orlando and the Blues 
are a team in transition 
following Todd Boehly's 
takeover.

There is also plenty of  
wo r k  a h e a d  f o r  n ew 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
manager Erik ten Hag 
with the uncertain future 
of  Cristiano Ronaldo 
hanging over start of  a new 
era for the Red Devils.

N E W  B O Y S 
FOREST OUTSPEND 
NEWCASTLE

Amid the scale of  big 
spending from English 
clubs, Newcastle have 
been surprisingly quiet in 
their first summer window 
since a takeover from the 

Saudi sovereign wealth 
fund.

The Magpies have 
spent just short of  £60 
million on Dutch defender 
Sven Botman, England 
goalkeeper Nick Pope and 
a permanent deal for left-
back Matt Targett.

N e w  b o y s 
Nottingham Forest have 
splashed over £70 million 
on 12 new signings in the 
t w o - t i m e  E u r o p e a n 
champions' first season 

back in the top flight for 23 
years.

That sum does not 
even include a one-year 
deal for Jesse Lingard 
worth a reported £200 
000-a-week after he joined 
on a free transfer from 
Manchester United.

Aston Villa's transfer 
business is arguably the 
b e s t  ex a m p l e  o f  t h e 
growing financial gulf  
be tween the  Premier 
League and the rest of  

Europe.
French international 

mid f i e lde r  Boubaca r 
Kamara and Brazilian 
centre-back Diego Carlos 
have turned their backs on 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
football with Marseille 
and Sevilla respectively to 
join Steven Gerrard's side, 
who finished 14th in the 
English top flight last 
season.

Man City, Liverpool renew title fight as clubs flex financial muscle 

Ndidi looking forward
to Brentford clash 

NdidiNdidiNdidi

Falcons, US friendly tickets sold for $25 

'It's Usman's time to be greatest fighter' 

UsmanUsmanUsman
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remier League chief Pexecutive, Richard 
Masters has claimed it 

would be “difficult” to say the 
Roman Abramovich era at 
Chelsea was good for the 
brand of  England's  top 

anchester United Minsider, Neil Custis, 
h a s  c r i t i c i s e d 

Cristiano Ronaldo after the 
Portuguese left Old Trafford at 
half-time during their pre-
season friendly game against 
Rayo Vallecano on Sunday.

Custis believes Ronaldo set 
a  b a d  exa m p l e  w i t h  h i s 
decision to leave Old Trafford 
before the end of the match.

Ronaldo left Old Trafford at 
half-time of their friendly with 
R a y o  V a l l e c a n o  b u t 
Manchester United have come 

out to say there was no 
problem with his action.

The Portugal captain, who 
has reportedly declared his 
intention to leave Old Trafford 
this summer in search of 
Champions League football 
this season, played his first pre-
season appearance on Sunday.

B u t ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  4 5 
minutes, the five-time Ballon 
d ' O r  w i n n e r  w a s  t h e n 
substituted for young forward 
Amad Diallo and the superstar 
did not wait for the game to 
finish.

“It is not a good look to 
leave early when you have 
been involved in the squad.

“It is different if you are up 
in the stands and not involved. 
You would expect someone 
who has played in the game to 
be in the changing rooms at 
the end to l i sten to the 
manager's thoughts.

“Also a lot of people were 
there to see him and he was 
not even involved in the 
clapping of the fans after the 
f inal  whist le,” Cutis  told 
SunSport

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d 
g o a l k e e p e r , 

Tom Heaton has reacted to 
the  c lub ' s  la tes t  new 
s i g n i n g ,  L i s a n d r o 
Martinez.

H e a t o n  s a i d  t h a t 
Martinez would add a lot 
to Ten Hag's side, adding 
that he will also bring 
p h y s i c a l i t y  t o  M a n 
United's squad.

Man United recently 
signed Martinez from 
Ajax for £46million.

Mar t inez made his 
unofficial debut for Man 
United, playing an hour of  
the Red Devils' 1-1 home 

draw with Rayo Vallecano 
on Sunday.

“ I  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d 
playing with him today, I 
think he will be a top, top 
player for the club. As I say, 
I  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s 
outstanding today, and I'm 
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o 
watching him this season,” 
Heaton said at his post-
match press conference.

“For what he brings, 
physicality, how he uses 
his body, what he gives you 
in terms of  mobility and on 
the ball and personality-
wise, I think he's going to 
add a lot to the team.

“You can already see 

what he brings. He brings 
that sort of  larger-than-life 
personality at the back, 
controlling. I look forward 
to hopefully playing with 
him more this year.”

sign some of the world's top 
players due to the financial 
transformation overseen by 
the billionaire.

But following Russia's 
i nva s i o n  o f  U k ra i n e  i n 
February, the UK government 
sanctioned Abramovich and 
froze his assets, including 
C h e l s e a ,  d u e  t o  h i s 
connect ions  to  Russ ian 
president Vladimir Putin.

“It's difficult to say now, 
with hindsight, that it's all 
been good, given what has 
transpired over the last six-

uper Eagles striker, 

SVictor Osimhen has 
been appointed the 

penalty taker for Napoli.
This is  fol lowing the 

departure of  a few key players 
from the club, setting Osimhen 
out as one of  Il Partenopei's 
most influential stars.

Osimhen will take charge 
of  the spot kicks as the number 
one penalty taker, heading into 
the 2022-2023 season.

The Nigeria international 
takes over the responsibility 
f rom I ta l ian playmaker, 
Lorenzo Insigne, who is now 
with Major League Soccer 
side, MLS Toronto FC.

The  22 -yea r -o ld  had 
previously converted six out of  
eight penalties for Sporting 
Charleroi and Lille.

T h e  f o r m e r  y o u t h 

international fired in from the 
spot on Sunday in Napoli's 
pre-season friendly against 
Mallorca.

After just eight minutes in, 
the referee spotted a handball 
in the Mallorca box and 
awarded Napoli a spot kick

Maintaining his cool, 
O s i m h e n  s m a s h e d  a n 
u n s t o p p a b l e  s h o t  p a s t 
goalkeeper Rajkovic.

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmanager, Brendan 
Rodgers, has sent a 

message to Arsenal over 
midfielder Youri Tielemans' 
possible transfer.

R o d g e r s  s a i d  t h a t 
Tielemans wants his future 
r e so lved  qu ick ly  a f t e r 
Arsenal's interest in signing 
him this summer.

Tielemans,  who has 
entered the final year of  his 
contract with Leicester, has 
indicated to the Foxes that 
he wants  to  leave this 
summer.

Leicester is  open to 
selling Tielemans, who is on 
Arsenal's shortlist, for a fee 
in the region of  £30 million.

But Arsenal has yet to 
make an approach for the 
Belgium international.

“There is that possibility, 
but there has not been 

anything for him, we haven't 
had any approaches to the 
club yet on that,” Rodgers 
said as quoted by Metro UK 
when asked  about  the 
prospect  of  Tie lemans 
leaving Leicester.

“Of  course, it is in the 
back of  the mind, that sort of  
what-if  scenario, but he 
doesn't want anything to 
drag on either.”

a r c e l o n a  h ave Brevealed that Jules 
K o u n d e  w a s 

desperate to move to Nou 
Camp.

Barcelona's director of  
football, Mateu Alemany 
said that the French star 
almost forced the Catalan 
side to sign him.

Kounde secured a 
move to Nou Camp this 
summer despite Sevila 
agreeing a deal  with 
Chelsea earlier.

A l e m a n y  t o l d 
reporters, “Almost every 
day they [Kounde's team] 
called me for an update 
because Kounde wanted 
to join Barça and he was 
waiting for us.

“In the end, I had to 
tell Jonathan [Kebe, the 
player's agent] not to call 
anymore because I didn't 
know what to tell him.

“When we sold the 
second portion of  future 
TV rights, Kounde had 
almost closed his deal 

arrival as Chelsea owner in 
2003, the Blues went on to 
win five Premier League titles 
and two Champions League 
titles.

Chelsea were also able to 

had there been that in place 
what would have happened 
and what safeguards we 
need to build in for the 
future?

“[There is] a rolling test, 
yes. Prevention is better than 
cure, isn't it? There wasn't 
then, there is now, it's going 
to change and part of that 
actually is probably going to 
be the strengthening of the 
annual test.”

division.
Abramovich was forced 

to sell the club to a group led 
by LA Dodgers co-owner Todd 
Boehly.

Following the Russian's 

and-a-half months,” Masters 
said in a media briefing at the 
Premier League London 
headquarters.

“I think if you ask Chelsea 
fans, they would give you a 
different answer.

“I think the situation we 
ended with has given the 
sport some challenges we've 
got to meet. Ultimately, there 
wasn ' t  an  owners '  and 
d i r e c t o r s '  t e s t  w h e n 
Abramovich took ownership 
of Chelsea, so I suppose the 
answer to the question is, 

EPL: Premier League describes Abramovich's era at Chelsea as “difficult”

Luciano Spalletti gives
Victor Osimhen new
appointment at Napoli

Osimhen

Martinez

Abramovich

EPL: He'll add a lot to Ten Hag's side –
Heaton reacts to Man Utd's
new latest signing

Cristiano Ronaldo under attack for
leaving Old Trafford

Rodgers sends message to Arsenal over
Tielemans transfer

Tielemans

Transfer: Jules Kounde
was desperate to join us
– Barcelona

Kounde
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tatesmen who believe in 

Sthe  course  o f  the i r 
people, their common 

good and their manifest destiny 
within the temple of  humanity 
are rare; And, we pray, destiny 
to rewrite the narrative with 
noble men of  honour and 
integrity.

US President James Polk, 
who served one term in office, 
from 1845 to 1849, is the leader 
most  associated with the 
ideology of  Manifest Destiny. 
Polk was a Democrat from 
Tennessee who had served as 
Speaker of  the House of  
Representatives and Governor 
of  Tennessee before becoming 
president. As president, he led 
the United States to victory over 
Mex ico  in  the  Mex ican -
A m e r i c a n  W a r ,  w h i c h 
culminated in the transfer of  a 
vast new territory, comprising 
a lmost  the  whole  o f  the 
modern-day Southwest, from 
Mexico to the United States.

Misrepresentation can lead 
to social and economic policy 
distortions, feed distrust and 
drive parochialism, foster 
collapse and deprivation and 
even cause depression like its 
been in Nigeria.

Q u a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i v e 
representation transcends the 
ability to move motions on the 
floor of  the legislature. It is, 
crucially, also about proper 
linkage with the grass roots, 
attracting life-changing projects 
to constituencies. It involves 
appropriate linkage with the 
executive arm of  government, 
and being above board in the 
discharge of  legislative duties. 

The 1999 constitution of  
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
created the National Assembly 
to make necessary laws for the 
country. The membership of  the 
National Assembly include 109 
Senators at the equal rate of  
three per each of  the 36 states of  
the federation and one for the 
Federal Capital Territory while 

the House of  Representatives 
consists of  360 members based 
on the federal constituencies in 
each state.

Frankly, there is wide public 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e 
performance of  our legislators 
and  goes  fa r  beyond the 
electoral amendment bill affair. 
Other apt examples abound. 
Because, Legislators cannot be 
heard to claim ignorance of  
what Nigerians wanted the 
most.

The power of  the legislature 
to make laws for the good 
governance of  Nigeria has put 
in the sub-consciousness of  our 
legislators that whatever wrong 
they perceive in society can be 
resolved by law, hence they keep 
shopping for which law to make 
without  invest igat ing the 
totality of  the subject matter 
concerned.

Legislative service is one of  
democracy's worthiest pursuits. 
It is therefore an important duty 
that  deserves conscience, 

integrity and dedication. It 
requires one who can be a 
trustee of  his constituents and 
one  can  show a  pos i t ive 
influence in the senatorial 
district.

Lawmakers are elected to 
represent their  respective 
constituencies by protecting the 
people's interest and as well take 
constituents' grievances to the 
Assembly for appropriate and 
effective attention. 

And, while being committed 
to the unity and welfare of  
Nigeria, their constituents 
expect them to engage on issues 
that will foster equity, fairness, 
justice, progress and peaceful 
co-existence.

Yet, activities of  lawmakers 
in Nigeria, especially from the 
South-Eastern part of  the 
country especially Imo State in 
the National Assembly seem to 
pass them off  as failures; for not 
taking the interest of  their 
constituents and constituencies 
to heart.

O ve r t i m e,  L e g i s l a t i ve 
Representatives from Southeast 
extraction have made mockery 
of  their mandates (though most 
of  them secured it by crooks and 
fraud); and as such use it for self  
a g g r a n d i s e m e n t  a t  t h e 
detriments of  the constituents.

Ideally, the office of  a 
legislature require fellows, who 
are proactive and committed to 
solving daunting constituency 
challenges including affecting 
the peoples' life positively which 
has been his long known 
identity.

Legislative service is one of  
democracy's worthiest pursuits. 
It is therefore an important duty 
that  deserves conscience, 
integrity and dedication. It 
requires persons who can be a 
trustee of  their constituents and 
those who can exert positive 
i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e i r 
constituencies. 

It requires persons who are 
renowned for excellent service 
delivery, politics of  decency, 
essence and leadership of  
servanthood that exercises real 
and positive inf luence on 
people.

Legislative office requires 
radical personalities of  honour, 
people with distinguished 
character, sound career, distinct 
morals; persons uncommon 
courage who can surmount the 
challenges of  our deteriorating 
nation and people who are 
poised to redefine history. 

Men  and  women  wi th 
capacities and abilities who 
have achieved distinctions in 
various fields of  endeavour. 
Persons, who see beyond the 
borders of  personal interest. 

Therefore, Frivolities such as 
'bow and go' should be replaced 
with a public-spirited vigour of  
ensur ing  that  only  those 
suitable for appointments are 
cleared by the legislature.  
Hence, the need for grass-root 
politicians and democrats who 
believe that the progress of  
democracy is measured by the 
progress of  the people.

In 2023, we need calm 
politician and technocrats with 
l e g i s l a t i ve  m i n d s e t  a n d 
temperament; highly renowned 
for  dedicat ion to  e lected 
responsibilities and embodied 
with rare concern for humanity.

Navy hands over five oil
thieves to EFCC 
Teenage kidnapper kills boy for
forgetting father's contact 

Repositioning legislative representation for South
East clime

Abaribe

Okewulonu


