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Dismissed EEDC staff apprehended in Umuahia
for defrauding Amuzukwu layout residents
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

M
embers of  
Amuzukwu Lay-
out by Niger road 

in Umuahia, Abia State 
have apprehended a fake 
official of  Enugu Electric-
ity Distribution Company 
(EEDC), Raymond Enya 
for defrauding electrici-
ty consumers in the area 
while posing as a genuine 
staff.

Enya , who claimed to 
be from Ebonyi State,was 
nabbed on Thursday after 
the Chairman of  Amuzuk-
wu by Niger road layout 
in Umuahia, Chief  Sun-
day Ndubuisi Kalu put a 
call across to office of  the 
EEDC in Umuahia to de-
termine the status of  the 
self-acclaimed EEDC staff. 
News Echo was told that 
genuine staff  of  EEDC 
swiftly arrived at the scene 
of  the crime at 73 Amuzuk-
wu layout by Niger road 
Umuahia while the suspect 
was still on top of  electric 
pole, allegedly threatening 
to disconnect some resi-
dents for their failure to pay 
a fresh monetary demands 
he made.

 But luck ran out him as 
he was dragged down by 
officials of  EEDC and giv-
en thorough beating before 
he started confessing his 
escapades in the past few 
months.

Enya was later brought 

to EEDC headquarters in 
Umuahia where he was 
paraded at the office of  the 
Chief  Security Officer of  
EEDC before being hand-
ed over to the Police for 
further investigation and 
prosecution. 

Recalling his travails in 
the hands of  the suspect, 
the Chairman of  residents 
Amuzukwu Layout by Ni-
ger road in Umuahia, Chief  
Sunday Ndubuisi Kalu said 
the suspect had been going 
round parading himself  as 
a staff  of  EEDC and in the 
process, extorting various 
amounts of  money ranging 
from N15, 000 to N20, 000 
and above from different 
residents each time he came 
around. According to Chief  
Kalu, “This young man has 
been parading himself  to 
us as a staff  of  EEDC. He 
has collected between N15, 
000 and N20, 000 from resi-
dents of  my area, including 
an official of  Immigration 
and other tenants.” 

“Recently, he collected 
N20, 000 from me to buy 
wire which he claimed is 
sold at N1, 900 at per yard. 
Now, he returned and was 
threatening to disconnect 
my line again. He was 
even threatening violence 
against me when I chal-
lenged his suspicious activ-
ities.”

“My happiness is that he 
has been exposed today as 
a fake EEDC official. He 
has been extorting huge 

sum of  money from us.” 
Confessing his crime before 
being handed over to men 
of  Central Police Station, 
Umuahia, the fake EEDC 
man, Raymond Enya said 
he was a staff  of  EEDC 
before he parted ways with 
them, adding that the ex-
perience he gathered while 
working with EEDC gave 
him the clue on how to dis-

connect residents’ electrici-
ty, without them suspecting 
his true identity.

He added that he used the 
money he collected from 
Chief  Sunday Ndubui-
si Kalu to buy expensive 
Recline Wire which he 
claimed was used in recti-
fying their light challenges.

 Though he confessed his 
culpability, Enya, claimed 

that not all accusations 
against him were tru e. 
“Many things he said were 
true but some are not true,” 
he said. Confirming the de-
velopment to News Echo, 
the Chief  Security Officer 
of  EEDC in Umuahia, 
Nwabueze Ikwulaga said 
the suspect is a dismissed 
staff  of  EEDC who is no 
longer in the employ. 

“He is a dismissed staff. 
He is no longer with us”, 
said CSO Nwabueze Ikwu-
laga.

 Ikwulaga added that the 
Network Manager of  the 
power distribution com-
pany has been notified on 
the development and ad-
vised people to be vigilante, 
promising that the Police 
would do the needful.

Umahi flags off 2 day LPG
sensitization campaign for Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has flagged 

off  a two day sub national 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
sensitization and awareness 
campaign for Ebonyi State.

The event was organized 
by the office of  the Vice 
President, Federal Repub-
lic of  Nigeria under LPG 
Expansion Implementation 
Plan (NLEIP), in collabora-
tion with Ebonyi State Gov-
ernment.

Flagging off  the cam-
paign at the State Executive 
Council Chambers, Ochou-
do Centenary City Ab-
akaliki, Governor Umahi 
congratulated the Vice-pres-
ident for successful launch 
of  the Campaign at the Na-

tional level.
Umahi, represented by 

the Deputy Governor, Dr 
Kelechi Igwe, appreciated 
the Vice-President for do-
mesticating the sensitization 
campaign in States includ-
ing Ebonyi.

 “I, most sincerely con-
gratulate His Excellency, the 
Vice President of  the Feder-
al Republic of  Nigeria, Prof. 
Yemi Osinbajo for success-
fully launching the National 
Awareness and Sensitiza-
tion Campaign for the LPG 
Adoption at the national 
level and for extending same 
to the various regions and 
states of  the federation.

“I am immensely delight-
ed that Ebonyi State has 
been included as one of  the 
few states in Nigeria where 
the scheme is being piloted.”

Governor Umahi ex-
pressed hope that the Pro-
gramme would help reverse 
the mortality traceable to 
use of  fuel sources like fire-
wood and other carbon 
emitting substances in the 
country. 

“According to the World 
Health Organization, about 
2.4 billion people world-
wide, representing about 
a third of  the global popu-
lation depend on the toxic 
fuel for cooking. This has 

... Sacks contractors over refuse dump
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has directed 

the sack of  all the contrac-
tors handling the disposal 
of  refuse in different parts of  
the state. 

This is followed the re-
ported re-emergence of  re-
fuse at different locations 
within the Abakaliki me-
tropolis of  Ebonyi State. 
Umahi in a statement by Dr 
Richard Nnabu, Hon Com-
missioner for Environment, 

accounted for an estimat-
ed 3.2 million deaths per 
year as of  2020. This in-
cludes about 237,000 chil-
dren under the age of  five.  
“Furthermore, household 
pollution has been blamed 
for chronic heart diseases, 
including stroke, ischemic 
heart disease, chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) and lung can-
cer.”In Nigeria, no less than 
98,000 women die yearly 
due to toxic smoke oozing 
from firewood. This is the 
third greatest killer of  wom-
en and children in Nigeria. 

Therefore, expanding the 
liquid petroleum gas to the 
rural communities will be a 
game changer. 

“Apart from provid-
ing clean cooking fuel for 
households, preventing 
avoidable deaths, and saving 
the earth through the reduc-
tion in environmental pollu-
tion, expansion of  LPG is 
a panacea for boosting the 
Nigerian economy which 
is in urgent need for diver-
sification and the creation 
of  millions of  jobs for our 
teaming youth population.”

He commended the tim-
ing of  the sensitization as-
suring that the outcome 
would go a long way to 
improving livelihood of  

Traders call for demolition of kidnappers’ 
hideouts in Onitsha market
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he newly inaugurat-
ed Caretaker Com-
mittee Chairman 

of  Building Materials In-
ternational Market, Zone 
2/3 Ogidi/Ogbunike, Mr 
Onyebuchi Adinu, has 
called on the State Gover-
nor, Chukwuma Soludo, 
to intervene as a matter 
of  urgency, demolish all 
makeshift structures along 
the Enugu-Onitsha ex-
pressway directly in front 
of  the market in order to 
curb the constant menace 
of  criminals in the state. 

The chairman made the 
call during the inaugura-
tion of  the interim caretak-
er committees of  Building 
Materials International 
Market Zone 2/3 Ogidi/
Ogbunike; Machete Line 
Association, Main Market 
Onitsha; and Stationery, 

Paper and Computer Deal-
ers Association Onitsha, 
on Wednesday. He ap-
plauded the efforts of  the 
State government in mak-
ing market environments 
clean and conducive

He also expressed ap-
proval and commenda-
tions to the governor, for 
the decongestion exercise 
that has been going on in 
every market across the 
state. 

 Mr Adinu, lamented on 
the increasing rate of  crime 
perpetrated along the ex-
pressway right in front of  
the market by kidnappers, 
hard drug dealers and rob-
bers. 

 According to him, all 
the shanties erected along 
the entrance gate and walls 
of  the markets were not 
owned by traders, but are 
shelters where the hood-
lums operate from. 

In his part, the Special 

Assistant to the Governor 
on Commerce and Indus-
try Mr Eloka Maduekwe 
urged the new executives to 
take care of  the market and 
ensure that the interests of  
both traders and State gov-
ernment are protected.

 The SA assured the trad-
ers that the State govern-
ment will respond to their 
requests.  

Inaugurating the execu-
tives on behalf  of  the Com-
missioner for Commerce 
and Industry Dr Obinna 
Ngonadi, the Chief  Com-
mercial Officer of  the Min-
istry Mrs Jossy Eboh-Nwo-
su reminded the executives 
that being leaders does not 
make them kings over the 
traders but servants.

She urged them to be 
humble in their leadership 
and to work relentlessly 
with the government to 
build and modernize the 
market.

Citizens of  the State. “The 
Nigerian gas sector has ex-
perienced a chequered his-
tory. The sector has emerged 
from a period in which over 
70-80 % of  its associated 
gas was flared or reinject-
ed, with its concomitant 
effect on the environment, 
to the current dispensation 
in which about 63% of  gas 
produced along with crude 
oil is being flared. 

“While this represents an 
improvement, it is still a far 
cry from achieving the ze-
ro-flaring target, in keeping 
with global standards.”

“Although the commodi-
ty has witnessed a decline of  
about 4% in 2020 due to the 
global pandemic, following 
a growth of  in 2019, it is ex-
pected to rebound to previ-
ous levels going forward. 

The Governor however 
expressed the readiness of  
Ebonyi State Government 
to key into the campaign to 
save the ecosystem from fur-
ther depletion.

“I have noted with keen 
interest, the expected out-
come of  the LPG expan-
sion programme which gen-
erally bothers on improving 
the health of  our people, 
massive creation of  jobs, 
boosting the local economy 
and expanding our GDP 
through skills transfers, Eb-
onyi State is readily avail-
able to partner in this eco-
nomic opportunity as we 
desire to advance our econ-
omy and improve the lives 
of  our citizens.”

blamed the re-emergence of  
refuse on the “general laxi-
ties by contractors handling 
waste evacuation and gener-
al environmental cleanliness 
within Abakaliki Capital 
City.”

According to the state-
ment: “Following gener-
al laxities by contractors 
handling waste evacuation 
and general environmental 
cleanliness within Abakaliki 
Capital City, His Excellen-
cy the Governor of  Ebonyi 
State has therefore directed 
that all contractors involved 
in the exercise should be 

sacked with effect from 31st 
August 2022. 

“Consequently, the Min-
istry of  Environment there-
fore requests members of  the 
public interested in handling 
environmental sanitation 
and waste evacuation within 
Abakaliki Capital City to ap-
ply in writing to the office of  
the Honorable Commission-
er within the next one week..

“Those to be engaged for 
the exercise should be able 
to demonstrate their com-
petence and commitment to 
duties within 7 days or face 
disengagement.”



Independence anniversary celebration: 
Rivers State government sets-up 
planning committee
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Don’t abandon Ikpeazu’s long term projects,
Abia Advisory Council tells next Abia Governor
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State Ad-
visory Council has 
called for completion 

and sustenance of  all pro-
jects captured in Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s 30 years 
developmental plans.

The Advisory Council 
also reiterated the call for the 
legalization of  Abia Chatter 
of  Equity, by the Abia State 
House of  Assembly, to en-
sure political stability of  
the State. The positions of  
the Advisory Council were 
made known by Sir Chikez-
ie Nwachukwu, the Acting 
Chairman of  the Council 
during a press briefing held 
at office of  Secretary to 
Abia State government in 
Umuahia. The Advisory 

council which commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for some notable achieve-
ments his administrations 
has recorded in develop-
ment of  the State, urged any 
Governor who will succeed 
Ikpeazu not to abandon the 
grand projects conceived by 
his government. “This is the 
first comprehensive plan 
geared towards a systematic 
development of  all sections 
for the next 30 years. We 
plead with the incoming 
administration to utilize the 
inputs made in the develop-
ment plan to move the State 
to greater heights.” “We 
have consistently and persis-
tently and pleaded with the 
various administrations for 
the passing of  the “Charter 
of  Equity” into law by our 
State House of  Assembly. 

(L-R) Abia Governor, Okezie Ikpeazu, Former Cross RIver Governor Donald Duke, Benue Governor Samuel Ortom, 
Former President Olusegun Obasanjo, Rivers Gov Nyesom Wike, LP Presidential candidate Peter Obi and 
Governor Seyi Makinde of Oyo State, when the former Nigerian leader met with them in London on Thursday.

We hope that this admin-
istration and the incoming 
one would hearken to our 
prayers.” The Council ex-
pressed optimism that the 
Charter of  Equity would be 
passed into law by the Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
present or incoming. On 
the current insecurity con-

ditions of  Nigeria, the Abia 
Advisory Council com-
mended Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu and security agen-
cies for ensuring that Abia 
remained relatively peace-
ful, when compared to 
some other States.

The council charged Abi-
ans to be vigilant against 

insecurity and to arm se-
curity agencies with need-
ful information that could 
lead to arrest of  suspected 
criminals in any part of  the 
State, while informing Abi-
ans to vote for the right po-
litical candidates. It further 
charged Abians to secure 
their votes after casting their 

votes in 2023 to ensure that 
their votes are not stolen. 
The Advisory council fur-
ther commended wisdom 
of  Abia founding fathers 
and also applauded  the 
efforts of  present and past 
Governors of  Abia for their 
sacrifices in the state.

Car gifts, rail projects: FG showing more interest 
in Niger Republic than on poor Nigerians, 
says Igbo group
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he founder of  Igbo 
Vanguard Group, 
Engr. James Ucheg-

buo has condemned the re-
cent donation of  expensive 
cars to Niger Republic, by the 
federal government of  Nige-
ria. Uchegbuo, who is also 

the President-general of  Ahu-
wa Oboro ancient kingdom in 
Ikwuano LGA of  Abia State, 
stated this in Umuahia while 
reacting to some national is-
sues. It would be recalled that 
the federal government last 
month, confirmed unapprov-
ing the purchase of  series of  
sports Utility Vehicles (SUV)
s  for the Niger Republic. The 

report of  the donation of  the 
cars worth about N1.4b led 
to angry reactions among 
notable Nigerians who rea-
soned that the money used 
for the purpose should have 
been applied in solving im-
portant needs of  Nigerians. 
Speaking in an interview 
with News Echo in Umua-
hia, Engr James Uchegbuo of  
Igbo Vanguard Group said it 
was wrong to exclude South 
Eastern part of  Nigeria from 
the railway projects so far 
executed by the government 
of  President Mohamadu Bu-
hari even when international 
railway projects were going 
on from Nigeria to Niger Re-
public. He specifically took a 
swipe at the decision of  the 
federal government to donate 
vehicles to Niger Republic at 
a time Nigeria’s currency, the 
naira was being pummeled 
by the American dollar in ex-
change market.

The leader of  pro-Igbo 
group also frowned that the 
car gifts happened at a time 
many Nigerians could hard-
ly afford one square meal per 
day. “It is shameful that when 
Nigerians are dying of  hunger 

and University lecturers are on 
strike; when our indebtedness 
to China and other borrow-
ers are rising to the mountain 
top, the federal government 
bought cars for Niger Re-
public and we Nigerians and 
even unborn generation will 
still pay these loans borrowed 
from China and other nations 
, what a error”, said the Igbo 
Vanguard Group leader. He 
also attributed the high level 
of  insecurity in the Northern 
parts of  Nigeria carried out by 
dangerous groups like ISWAP 
on porous immigration policy 
of  the federal government, 
which according to him, led 
to influx of  criminals into the 
country.

“Even during the civil war, 
the number of  deaths record-
ed while the war lasted, can-
not be compared to the num-
ber of  people that have died 
in Nigeria’s present insecurity 
situations and this is so horri-
bly sad.” He therefore advised 
President Mohamadu Buhari 
to use his remaining days in 
office to concentrate on the 
needs of  Nigerians who elect-
ed him into office, not foreign-
ers.

Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers State gov-
ernment has inaugu-
rated an Inter-Min-

isterial Committee, to plan 
Nigeria’s 62nd independ-
ence anniversary in the state. 

Inaugurating the commit-
tee, on Wednesday, in Port 
Harcourt, the Permanent 
Secretary, Special Services 
Bureau, Office of  the Sec-
retary to the State Govern-
ment (OSSG), Sir George 
C. Nwaeke, said the idea 
behind the early preparation 
is to guarantee a solid foun-
dation in visible terms to ac-
complish the best result for a 
memorable ceremony.

 The Committee under the 
Chairmanship of  the Per-
manent Secretary (SSB) has 
Permanent Secretaries of  
Health, Culture, Education, 
Housing, as well as the Mil-
itary Service Chiefs in the 
state and the Commissioner 
of  Police, as members.

 Other members are the 
Director of  DSS, Sector 
Commanders FRSC and 
NSCDC, Red Cross and the 
Stadia Authority. 

The proposed activities 
for the 62nd anniversary, 
according to the Permanent 
Secretary OSSG include 
an Interdenominational 
Church Service, Jumm’at 
Prayers and the grand fi-
nale that will showcase the 
inspection of  the Guard of  
Honour by His Excellen-
cy, the Governor of  Rivers 
State Barr. Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike. 

There will also be a parade 
by the Nigerian Police and a 
march-past by schools and 
Non-Governmental Organ-
izations. He stated that the 
annual Independence Day 
ceremony would provide a 
platform through which the 
importance of  Nigeria’s au-
tonomy will be reflected to 
note our gains and amend 
the challenges of  the coun-
try.

$23b Abacha loot not for
ASUU settlement - Ohaneze 

he National Vice TP r e s i d e n t  o f  
Ohaneze Ndi-Igbo, 

Chief  Damian Ogene-Okeke 
has warned the Federal 
Government not to use the 
$23 billion naira Abacha loot 
to settle the ongoing strike 
embarked upon by the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU). Chief  
Ogene-Okeke was reacting 
on a rumour making the 

round that  the Federal 
Government was planning to 
use the Abacha loot to settle 
the demands of  the striking 
Nigeria lecturers.

He said the money was 
e a r m a r k e d  b y  t h e 
government for construction 
and rehabilitation of  bridges 
and roads across the six geo-
political zones of  the country 
and not ASUU strike.

"How can the Federal 
Government make use of  the 
A b a c h a  l o o t  t h a t  h a s 
reportedly earmarked for 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 
rehabilitation of  bridges and 
roads across the country for 
ASUU settlement? It is not 
acceptable to Nigerians. The 
FG should find other means 
o f  r e s o l v i n g  t h e 
d i sag reement ,  because 
Nigeria youths are running 
out of  patience.” He also 
a p p e a l e d  t o  A S U U  t o 
cons ide r  the  p l i gh t  o f  
N i g e r i a n  s t u d e n t s  b y 
considering calling up the 
strike.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 
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Editorial

he training and capacity building Tof academics is the second largest 
project of the Fund in terms of 

expenditure, after infrastructural 
p r o j e c t s .  To  b o o s t  t h e  o ve r a l l 
performance of our tertiary institutions, 
it has become very important to improve 
the training and development regime of 
academic staff in ways best suited for the 
institutional culture and contexts in 
universities, as this will definitely boost 
the creative performance of academics, 
which also has  implicat ions  for 
institutional reputation and most 
importantly, enhancing students to 
acquire the necessary information, 
guidance, and support needed…

Learning, they say, is like a journey. 
As we all know, the need for improved 
productivity has become universally 
accepted and it depends on efficient and 
effective training. It has further become 
necessary in view of advancements in the 
modern world to invest in training.

Over time, organisations have been 
embarking on training and capacity 
building for their employees, in order to 
enhance productivity and increase the 
output of the organisations.

Taking a look at our education sector, 
especially the universities, many students 
here in Nigeria are not fully able to obtain 
the information and support they need to 
persevere and graduate. This owes 
largely to the absence of training and 
development of academic staff of these 
universities.

U n d o u b t e d l y,  t r a i n i n g  a n d 
development programmes for academic 
staff  have long-term profits that 
outweigh the immediate costs. The 
coordinated training and development of 
academic staff is important because all 
students, irrespective of their courses, 
deserve to have access to teachers or 
instructors who are knowledgeable and 
up-to-date on the policies, procedures, 
theories, and resources that help students 
thrive.

E v e r y o n e  w a n t s  t o  f e e l 
knowledgeable at their jobs, hence 
providing academic staff with training 
and professional development will boost 
creativity in job performance. Neglecting 
training and professional development 
for academic staff affects not only the 
students, but also the institutions, which 
bear the costs of reduced efficiency.

Thus, the role played by academic 
staff training and development can no 
longer be over-emphasised; it is based on 
the understanding that staff skills need to 
be improved for the academy to grow.

35,000 scholars have so far benefitted 

from TETFund's training and this is a 
very impressive number. This number 
will surely increase in the coming years 
as the Sonnny Echono-led management 
continues to priortise human capital 
development among Nigerian scholars.

As such, it is rather amazing that 
Nigeria's sole administrator of education 
tax proceeds for institutions of higher 
learning in the country, the Tertiary 
Education Trust Fund (TETFund) has 
b e e n  f u n d i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d 
development of academic staff in quite a 
number of universities in the nation.

Just last month, the fund revealed 
that a total sum of N185 billion has been 
expended on the training of 35,000 
Nigerian scholars in the last ten years. 
These scholars were drawn from public 
tertiary institutions across the country 
and trained by TETFund under its 
academic staff training scheme.

The scholarships by TETFund to 
academic staff of higher institutions 
commenced in 2008, with the sole aim of 
training and up-scaling the educational 
capacity of  the academic staff  of 
beneficiary institutions. The staff is 
sponsored for Masters, PhD programmes 
and even those with PhDs are also 
s p o n s o r e d  f o r  p o s t - d o c t o r a l 
programmes. The training and capacity 
building of academics is the second 
largest project of the Fund in terms of 
expenditure, after infrastructural 
projects. These trainings are conducted 
both locally and in foreign countries, to 
enable the staff  conduct and access 
cutting edge research facilities, quality 
teaching and learning, and general global 
networking.

To boost the overall performance of 
our tertiary institutions, it has become 
very important to improve the training 
and development regime of academic 
staff  in ways best suited for the 
institutional culture and contexts in 
universities, as this will definitely boost 
the creative performance of academics, 
which also has  implicat ions  for 
institutional reputation and most 
importantly, enhancing students to 
acquire the necessary information, 
guidance, and support needed to learn, 
persist, graduate, and achieve their 
a s p i r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  h i g h l y 
knowledgeable scholars.

35,000 scholars have so far benefitted 
from TETFund's training and this is a 
very impressive number. This number 
will surely increase in the coming years 
as the Sonnny Echono-led management 
continues to priortise human capital 
development among Nigerian scholars.
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i x i n g  N i g e r i a  T h a t FNigeria's economy is in 
bad shape is not in doubt. 

The entire global economy is 
either in recession or close to it. In 
every election across many 
democracies, the economy ranks 
high on the ' to  do '  l i s t  of  
candidates vying for elective 
offices, especially the presidency. I 
sincerely pity whoever will take 
over from the President, Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), in 2023. There will be no 
honeymoon for the next president 
as the situation in the country is 
very dire. It is almost a certainty 
that the incoming government at 
federal and sub-national levels 
w i l l  mee t  no t  on ly  empty 
treasuries but a gargantuan debt 
profile. 

According to the June 9, 2022 
edition of  Nairametrics, the 
quarterly public debt portfolio 
report released by the Debt 
Management Office in June 2022 
shows that “Nigeria's total debt 
stock rose to N41.6 trillion in the 
first quarter of  2022, representing 
a  N 2 . 0 5  t r i l l i o n  i n c r e a s e 
compared to N39.56 trillion 
recorded as of  December last 
year.” On August 15, 2022, data 
released by the National Bureau 
of  Statistics shows that the 
inflation rate in Nigeria spiked to 
19.64 per cent in July 2022, the 
highest rate recorded in the last 17 
years. Nigeria's Excess Crude 
Account, which usually provides 
a buffer during the economic 
meltdown, has been drawn down. 
Many newspapers reported that 
the Office of  the Accountant 
General  of  the  Federat ion 
revealed on Tuesday, July 26, 
2022 that Nigeria's ECA has been 
depleted to $376,655 in July from 
$35.7 mil l ion recorded the 
previous month. If  you still 
haven't seen the red flag, let me 
share more statistics with you. 

Nigeria's unemployment rate 
as of  the end of  2020 rose to 
33.3% from 27.1% recorded as of  
Q2 2020, indicating that about 
2 3 , 1 8 7 , 3 8 9  ( 2 3 . 2  m i l l i o n ) 
Nigerians remain unemployed, 
according to the last released 
labour force report published by 
the National Bureau of  Statistics. 
Many economists are of  the 
opinion that it may have risen to 
about 35 per cent this year. The 
World Bank in a March 22, 2022 
report titled, A Better Future for 
All Nigerians: 2022 Nigeria 
Poverty Assessment, said that the 
number of  poor Nigerians is 
projected to hit 95.1 million in 
2022. World Bank noted that the 
COVID-19 crisis is driving up 
Nigeria's poverty rate, pushing 

more than 5 million additional 
people into poverty by 2022. 
There's no gainsaying that 
insecurity has significantly 
impacted negatively on Nigeria's 
economy in all ramifications. 

As part of  the cost-saving 
measures,  Niger ia ' s  s ta te 
governors in July 2022 proposed 
to the president to offer federal 
civil servants, who are older than 
50 years, a one-off  retirement 
package to exit the service.  
They made the proposal as part 
of  coordinated efforts to instil 
fiscal discipline and prevent the 
n a t i o n  f r o m  i m m i n e n t 
e c o n o m i c  c o l l a p s e.  T h e 
p r o p o s a l  a l s o  u r g e d  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  b e g i n 
implementation of  the updated 
Stephen Oronsaye Report, 
which suggested the merger and 
shutdown of  agencies and 
parastatals with duplicated or 
contested functions as a way to 
a d d r e s s  b u r e a u c r a t i c 
inefficiency and reduce the cost 
of  governance. While I disagree 
with the governors on the 
former, I agree with them on the 
latter. 

Again, in order to stave off  
the  to ta l  co l lapse  o f  the 
economy and cut down on the 
count r y ' s  bor rowing,  the 

Minister of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Mrs Zainab 
Ahmed, said government would 
begin the implementation of  a 
five per cent excise duty tax on 
all voice calls, SMS and data 
services, in addition to the 
existing 7.5 per cent Value 
Added Tax paid for goods and 
services across all sectors of  the 
e c o n o my.  S h e  m a d e  t h e 
disclosure during a stakeholders' 
meeting, organised by the 
Nigerian Communications 
Commission and the telecoms 
industry regulator. 

The minister,  who was 
represented by the Assistant 
Director, Tax Policy, Federal 
Ministry of  Finance, Budget 
and National Planning, Musa 
Umar, noted that “The five per 
cent excise duty has been in the 
Finance Act 2020, but has never 
been implemented.” I  am 
against this move by the Federal 
Government and made this 
known last week Monday, 
August 15, 2022 on Good 
Morning Nigeria on Nigeria 
Televis ion Author i ty.  My 
antagonism is premised on the 
fact that this will further lead to a 
rising cost of  living as the 
telecommunication operators 
have said that they cannot 

absorb the burden on behalf  of  
their customers as they are 
already paying about 39 taxes 
and levies. 

I am of  the considered view 
that if  the Nigerian government, 
at all levels, can block all the 
revenue leakages and fight 
corruption to a standstill, there 
will be no need to further tax the 
a l r e a d y  i m p o v e r i s h e d 
Nigerians. One significant 
economic leakage is oil theft. On 
August 8, 2022, while on a 
courtesy visit to the Imo State 
Governor, Hope Uzodinma, 
Minister of  State for Petroleum 
Resources, Timipre Sylva, 
disclosed that hoodlums who 
perpetrate oil theft has caused 
the production level to reduce by 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  p e r  d ay, 
translating to a drop from 1.8 
million to 1.4 million bpd. This 
is an industrial-scale daily loss in 
a country that purportedly has 
over 20 security agencies, 
including the Navy, as well as 
N i g e r i a n  M a r i t i m e 
Administration and Safety 
Agency. If  only we are able to 
curb this economic crime, there 
will be enough resources to fund 
our national budget and share 
with the sub-national levels.

Another  area Nigeria 's 

economy is haemorrhaging is in 
non-remittance of  funds into the 
federation account by revenue-
g e n e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s .  A 
December 10, 2018 report in 
Premium Times titled,” is very 
revealing. The report read in 
p a r t  t h a t  “ T h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government said …… its own 
enter prises,  including the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, owe 
about N10 trillion in unremitted 
operating surplus as at the end 
of  August 2018. The Director-
General, Budget Office of  the 
Federation, Ben Akabueze, 
disclosed this during his town 
h a l l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  c h i e f  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s  o f  
government-owned enterprises 
in Abuja. Lamenting the poor 
returns on investment by the 
GOEs, records from the Office 
of  the Accountant General of  
the Federation showed the 
Petroleum Products Pricing 
Regulatory Agency as the worst 
culprit, with an unremitted 
operating surplus of  over N1.3 
trillion, followed by the CBN 
with about N801.2 billion and 
Nigeria Ports Authority with 
N192.1 billion.” Just imagine 
what that humongous amount 
will do for Nigeria's ailing 
economy if  remitted. Despite 
this revelation, there are no 
known punitive measures that 
have been taken against the 
defaulting agencies. This is 
impunity at its peak! 

Another source of  economic 
bleeding is corruption. Just last 
m o n t h ,  t h e  s u s p e n d e d 
A c c o u n t a n t  G e n e r a l  o f  
Federation, Ahmed Idris, and 
his co-travellers were dragged to 
court by the Economic and 
Financial Commission on a 14-
count bordering on theft and 
criminal breach of  trust to the 
tune of  N109.5 billion. Though 
he and his co-defendants have 
been granted bail by the court, it 
beggars belief  that the AGF, 
who superintends over the 
I n t e g r a t e d  P a y r o l l  a n d 
Personnel Information System, 
which is meant to weed out 
ghost workers, could be caught 
with his hands in the cookies jar. 
It shows that the anti-corruption 
measures of  the Buhari regime 
are not foolproof. The Niger 
D e l t a  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Commission forensic audit 
report has similarly shown 
gargantuan public finance 
recklessness. Unless these 
leakages are stopped, Nigeria is 
bound to haemorrhage to death.
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t the annual Nigerian Bar 

AAssociation conference, 
s eve ra l  p re s iden t ia l 

candidates  presented thei r 
respective agendas to the public. 
The Tuesday event was one of  the 
f e w  m o m e n t s  i n  t h i s 
electioneering season when we 
will hear anything close to “issue-
based” campaigns. By next 
month, when electioneering kicks 
off  officially, one can expect to be 
assailed with a deafening noise of  
candidates struggling to outdo 
one another in their pander 
towards the lowest common 
denominating instinct of  their 
followers. They will have to shed 
conviviality and antagonise each 
other to amuse their followers. 

In the coming months, they 
will be on campaign grounds, 
where, surrounded by a baying 
crowd who want to be excited 
with yabis and singers serially 
flung in the direction of  their 
supposed opponents, they will 
have to pick at one another's 
intes t ines.  Gather ings  l ike 
Tuesday's event are one of  the 
chances for the candidates to put 
the best of  themselves forward by 
sharing the ideas that will define 
thei r  leadership  character. 
Hopefully, there will be more of  
such going forward. If  any 
presidential candidates choose to 
cheat themselves of  privileged 
interaction with a distinguished 
audience by absconding from 
such events, it is their loss. 

W a t c h i n g  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress vice 
presidential candidate, Kashim 
Shet t ima,  use  s ta t i s t ics  to 
substantiate his assertion that 
security can be improved if  the 
Nigerian defence budget was 

increased, it seemed to me that we 
might finally be on the cusp of  
building a culture of  counting. 
For the most part, Nigeria walks 
i n  t h e  d a r k .  S o m e  o f  t h e 
weightiest decisions that affect 
society are taken (or not) without 
a grounding in verifiable facts. We 
hardly conduct polls to weigh 
public opinion and hardly anyone 
knows the Nigerian population 
for a fact. There are so many 
things about us that we do not 
quite know. We get by essentially 
through gut instinct, which is why 
Nigeria is largely dysfunctional. 
People frequently talk about 
“ungoverned spaces” when they 
refer to the territories occupied by 
roving bandits but virtually every 
part of  Nigeria is ungovernable. 
Even the supposedly governed 
spaces are chaotic and our 
inability to self-govern properly 
has to do with our society being 
mostly unmapped. We have no 
definitive knowledge of  the spaces 
we occupy. We can barely account 
for the material and immaterial 
forces that shape our environment 
and that is why we are perishing. 

Much of  the credit for how 
some politicians are arming 
themselves with facts before 
facing the public should go to the 
Labour Party candidate, Peter 
Obi. He gets much flak when his 
figures do not match his claims 
but it always excites me to see 
Nigerians set themselves to the 
task of  fact-checking him. People 
are turning into Bereans and 
cross-checking the things they are 
told. Hopefully, that attitude is 
retained post-election. Yes, much 
of  the fact-checking done on Obi 
by critics is merely hypocritical. If  
his critics were truly interested in 

facts, they would extend their 
diligence to their preferred 
candidates, some of  whom have 
long been possessed by lying 
spirits. Still, Obi's effort at 
introducing factuality into public 
d i a l o g u e s  s e e m s  t o  b e 
ina ug ura t ing  a  c u l tu re  o f  
empiricism into Nigeria's public 
conversations, which is quite 
commendable. 

That said, I disagree with 
Shettima on the need to increase 
defence funding. Between 2015 
and now, Nigeria's defence budget 
has gone up by at least 66 per cent. 
It is not a coincidence that within 
that same period, the rate of  
i n s e c u r i t y  h a s  r i s e n 
correspondingly. Despite that 
flush of  money, we are no safer 
now than in 2015 because a 
military-industrial complex has 
sprung up with concomitant 
leakages and corruption by the 
top brass. There is a good reason 
one of  them could claim he 
bought himself  prime estate in 
Dubai from the proceeds of  his 
snake farms. The slithering snakes 
rak ing  in  money f rom the 
protracted wars we have been 
fighting should first be made to 
account for what they have been 
given and eaten, not showered 
with more. 

By the way, Shettima also 
brought up Nigeria's perennial 
leadership problem and even 
alluded to Chinua Achebe's 1982 
thesis that the trouble with 
N i ge r i a  r e s t s  s q u a r e ly  o n 
leadership failure. Coming from 
t h e  i n c u m b e n t  p a r t y  t h a t 
systematically ruined the country 
for eight years, his assertion 
sounded insincere. They have had 
the  chance  to  p rove  the i r 
leadership mettle for eight years 

but failed. Despite the much-
vaunted reputation of  Bola 
Tinubu as a head-hunter, the 
catastrophic state of  Nigeria is a 
failure of  his 2015 recruit into Aso 
Rock. He should be apologising 
for his failures as HR manager, 
not aspiring to move to CEO. 
Shettima also says they would 
replicate Lagos's (and Borno's) 
success throughout Nigeria. How 
is that even achievable? 

O f  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d i n g 
candidates at the event, Atiku 
A b u b a k a r  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e s 
Democratic Party came off  as the 
one with a conceptual grasp of  
what Nigeria needs to do to get off  
the ground immediately. He 
effectively synchronised issues 
into the five main points he 
anchored his campaign. He is a 
veteran presidential candidate, 
who has had more time to think 
about issues, and that experience 
showed. When Atiku talked 
about national unity, his ideas 
about how Nigerians can derive a 
sense of  belonging in their 
country remained staunchly 
elitist. According to him, after he 
and Chief  Olusegun Obasanjo got 
into office in 1999, they took care 
to form a government of  national 
unity by appointing Nigerians 
from every part of  the country 
into their cabinet. While such 
benevolence will be a significant 
improvement over the nepotism 
of  this present regime, it does not 
do much for millions of  people 
caught within this geographical 
expression called Nigeria. The 
elites, who mostly get appointed 
into those lush positions when 
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r m  a 
“government of  national unity,” 

hardly quarrel. Well-fed people 
have no problem uniting; those 
who promote rancour do it as 
means to the social relevance that 
will pay in resource allocation. 
The challenge is creating national 
unity and cohesion among the 
Nigerians outside these privileged 
spheres.

As expected, Obi reeled out 
the figures to diagnose Nigeria as 
a failed state. The country's 
systems have degraded and have 
lost legitimacy but so? What will 
be his immediate remedial action? 
What overarching solution has he 
identified? At this point, anyone 
purporting to lead Nigeria should 
be thinking in abstraction. 
Otherwise, they will merely spend 
their entire four years of  tenure 
merely tackling the symptoms of  
Nigeria's problems and still get 
nowhere. Obi also thinks that the 
next election ought to be about 
competence and character instead 
of  religion and ethnicity. Well, the 
character that will define the next 
election will be the primordial 
r a the r  than  any  ques t  fo r 
competence. In a society where 
meaning has been lost, tribal 
belonging is taken as—and in lieu 
of—competence. 

Overall, the forum was a 
good start and seemed productive. 
Bringing the candidates together 
for a civil exchange is a valuable 
public show, especially when their 
supporters are polarised. When 
the candidates engage in an open 
ritual of  friendship, patriotism 
and even potential bipartisanship 
interaction, the likelihood of  
building up the tension that might 
result in a post-election crisis goes 
down. One of  the reasons Nigeria 
could not but fracture badly under 
the watch of  the present regime 
w a s  t h e  p e t t i n e s s  a n d 
characteristic small-mindedness 
o f  r e t i r e d  M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
Muhammadu Buhari. In 2011 
and 2015, he did not move to 
assuage the temper that flared 
during the election. Instead, he 
moved to set up a nepotistic and 
utterly divisive government. We 
all live with consequences right 
now. In the months ahead, one 
hopes more organisations with 
professional clout organise 
similar fora for the candidates to 
express ideas before the din of  
electioneering silences reason. 

I  h o p e  t h e  n e x t  t i m e 
presidential candidates appear; 
they do not campaign at all. 
Selling their candidature at an 
event like the NBA conference 
should be about trading in ideas, 
not merely soliciting votes. That 
way, candidates would not have to 
take cheap shots at others like 
Shettima remarking that Obi lives 
i n  L a g o s  a n d  n o t  i n  h i s 
h o m e t o w n ,  A w k a .  E v e n 
Shettima's principal, Tinubu, 
does not live in Iragbiji, so what 
was his point?
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ere's a look at Funke HAkindele's gorgeous 
birthday pictures 

and outfits.
It's not every day one 

turns 45 while running for the 
second-most position in 
Lagos State. 

F u n k e  A k i n d e l e  i s 
popular for her role in Jenifa's 
diary and Omo Ghetto. She 
wears many hats, mother, 
director, actor, politician and 
influencer. 

Even though this year, 
she had a fair share of  
controversies she pulled off  
s l ay ing  ou t f i t s  f o r  he r 

ew love stories are like Fthat of  singer/actress 
Jennifer Lopez (JLo) 

and actor Affleck.
After meeting on set, the 

Hollywood pair was involved 
in a whirlwind, paparazzi-
o b s e s s e d  r o m a n c e  t h a t 
culminated in a broken-off  
engagement in 2004. 

After which, Jennifer 
married Marc Anthony in 
2 0 0 4 ,  a n d  B e n  m a r r i e d 
Jennifer Garner in 2005. 
Although, they have been 
friends over the years, the 
couple merely picked up 
where they left off  in 2021 after 
her broken off  engagement 
with A-rod 

T h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e s , 
c h i l d r e n ,  b r e a k u p s  a n d 
divorce, this pair found their 
way back to each other's arms 
after almost 17 years - theirs is 
the ultimate love story that 
says love will always find a 
way, and you can never miss 
out on the true love of  your 
life. 

Even though they got 
married in Vegas already this 
year, they decided to have a 
wedding with family and 
friends on Saturday, August 
20, 2022 at their residence in 
Riceboro, Georgia. 

L o p e z  w o r e  t h r e e 
s t u n n i n g  R a l p h  L a u r e n 
gowns. 

Her first look was an 
angelic turtleneck column 
dress made with more than 

1,000 handkerchiefs and 1,640 
f e e t  o f  f a b r i c .  T h e 
handkerchiefs were layered to 
give the gown a voluminous 
tail. 

The back of  the gown was 
bare and showed off  the 
incredible craftsmanship of  
the Ralph Lauren team. Lopez 
looked like the brides little girls 
dream about. 

Ralph Lauren writes, 
“More than 1,000 hand-cut 
handkerchiefs and 1,640 feet 
of  fabric were cut into ruffles 
and attached by hand, creating 
a voluminous, romantic skirt. 
Each handkerchief  becomes a 
nostalgic keepsake and a 
modern heirloom, while the 
intricate constructed ruffled 
sleeves become a statement in 
craftsmanship and dignified 
design.” 

For her second look, 
Lopez was draped in pearls 
and crystals. Thirty artisans 
did the embroidery by hand to 
create this dress that looked 
like crystals falling off  a 
chandelier. 

Her third look was more 
subtle yet so elegant and 
beautiful. Perhaps, our best 
look of  the night. 

Still the handwork of  
Ralph Lauren, JLo wore a 
figure-hugging white gown, 
embroidered with crystals at 
the opening in the front and an 
organza veil. 

The most beautiful thing 
about this outfit was the 
crisscross at the back of  the 

gown. Talk about incredible 
detailing. 

Jennifer Lopez was a 
beautiful bride in beautiful 
gowns with a beautiful love 
story. 

birthday with the help of  
stylist Medlin Boss. 

Her first look was a 
m u s t a r d  a s o - e b i  w i t h 
exaggerated sleeves and black 
lace by Somo and Somo. The 
interesting thing about this 
look was the corseted waist 
and mustard on black women 
is always an overkill. 

In this  pink suit  by 
Medlin Boss Couture for her 
s e c o n d  l o o k ,  F u n k e 
channeled femininity in a 
way that made us think of  
Janelle Monae and capped it 
off  with a pixie cut. 

Her third look was a 

regal pink gown from Somo 
by Somo. The stones on the 
dress and the way the sleeves 
c a s c a d e d  we r e  s i m p ly 
gorgeous. 

S h e  c r e a t e d  a n 
intriguing transition video 
with dance, I am Itom where 
she wore different outfits 
ranging from suits to casual 
two pieces to Iro and Buba. 

Her last look was a blue 
gown befitting for the queen 
of  England. With a cap 
flowing downwards and the 
embroidery on the gown, her 
entire outfit screamed - Her 
excellency! 
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T
he Rivers State Govern-
ment has lambasted a 
former Jigawa Gover-

nor and stalwart of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
Sule Lamido for his recent 
outburst against Governor 
Nyesom Wike.

The Government, in a 
statement on Wednesday by 
Wike’s Special Assistant, Me-
dia, Kelvin Ebiri, said Lamido 
had since lost his relevance 
in the party and reeled out 
figures from the last general 
elections in Jigawa to buttress 
its point that the former Jiga-
wa Governor lacked electoral 
value.

Ebiri recalled that Lami-
do was one of  those persons, 
who plotted the defeat of  the 
PDP in 2015, left the party in 
the cold until Wike stepped in 
to sustain the party.

He said with his recent 
tantrums, Lamido might be 
plotting the downfall of  the 
presidential candidate of  the 
party Atiku Abubakar for dis-
missing Wike as insignificant 
amidst reconciliation moves.

Saying that Lamido was 
cracking the walls of  unity 
in the party, Ebiri said no 
right-thinking member of  the 
PDP would dismiss Wike’s 
contributions to the party.

Ebiri said: “Under Lami-
do’s watch, as a governor of  
Jigawa State in 2015, the APC 
governorship candidate, Mo-
hammed Badaru Abubakar, 
scored a total 648,045 votes 
to defeat his PDP opponent, 

You lack electoral value, Rivers Govt hits 
back at Lamido

Malam Aminu Ringim, who 
scored a total 479, 447 votes. 
Worst still, in 2019, governor 
Abubakar polled 810,933, 
while the PDP candidate 
scored 288,356.

“Such records depict that 
Alhaji Lamido cannot and 
does not have such political 
following that will benefit the 
PDP. Those who want elec-
toral victory for the PDP are 
not dampening the morale 
required for political offensive 
at APC but Alhaji Lamido is 
cracking the wall of  unity bad-
ly. “Let it be told that in 2015, 
governor Wike, as a opposi-
tion candidate in Rivers State 
polled 1,029,102 votes to de-
feat the then ruling APC gov-
ernorship candidate, Dakuku 
Peterside, who managed to 
garner a paltry 124,896 votes. 
And in 2019, the governor 
also won by landslide. This 
are marks of  political sagaci-
ty and determination to keep 
PDP at a leading pedestal.

“So, as the 2023 general 
elections beckons, we wish to 
advise Alhaji Lamido to re-
deem his battered political im-
age by delivering Jigawa State 
to the PDP, if  he can”.

Ebiri added: “While we can-
not deny that Alhaji Lamido 
has an inalienable right to his 
personal opinion, we wish to 
declare that he, however, lacks 
the right to malign governor 
Wike, whose immense con-
tributions to the sustenance of  
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, is not in dispute.

Members of the Super Falconets stranded in a Turkey airport after their exit from the Wom-
en’s U-20 World Cup in Costa Rica.

Federal High Court nullifies
Ebonyi LGA election  

T
he Federal High Court 
sitting in Abakaliki, 
capital of  Ebonyi state 

on Thursday voided the lo-
cal government election that 
took place in the 13 LGAs of  
the state.

Recall that the local govern-
ment election was conducted 
on 30th July; 2022 by the 
Ebonyi State Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion EBSIEC. The Presiding 
Judge, Fatun Riman, in suit 
No. FHC/AI/CS/151/2022 
ruled that the conduct of  the 
Ebonyi local government 
election was undemocratic 
and unlawful and therefore 
declared it null and void. 

Speaking to journalists in 
Abakaliki, the counsel to 
the plaintiff, Mudi Erhene-
di commended the Federal 
High Court for upholding 
justice in Ebonyi state. Ac-
cording to him: 

“It is undemocratic and un-
lawful to conduct an election 
into the local government 
areas or council without 
availing the plaintiffs with the 
exact law that is meant to reg-
ulate the exercise. 

“There are a lot of  other 
issues with non-compliance 
with the Electoral Act 2022. 
The Electoral Act 2022 said 
the procedures for conduct-
ing elections in the local 
government areas by state 
commissioners must comply 
with that procedure for con-
ducting into area councils in 
the FCT. 

“If  you look at it, how 
do you access compliance 
without law if  you hide the 
law with which you want to 
conduct the election is it not 
when you make the law pub-
lic that we will know whether 
you complied with it or not, 
how can you be making laws 
and hiding them.

“My position now is that 
my clients demanded to be 
availed of  this law, we came 
under the freedom of  Infor-
mation Act it intending the 
procedure to conduct elec-
tions, we wrote to EBSIEC, 
we wrote the House of  As-
sembly, we wrote to INEC 
whose responsibilities all of  
these bodies refused to pro-
vide us with the law” he stat-
ed.

Imo Labour Party disassociates self from 
Pat Utomi inaugurated presidential
campaign council 

T
he Imo state chap-
ter of  Labour party 
has disassociated self  

from the Pat Utomi inau-
gurated presidential cam-
paign council in Imo state. 
In a press release at the end 
of  the weekly meeting of  
the Labour Party, Imo state 
Chapter held at the par-
ty secretariate on Monday 
22nd August, 2022, signed 
by the state chairman, Chief. 
Dr. Ambrose Onyekwere, 
the party made the following 
resolutions.

1. That the Labour Par-
ty, Imo State Chapter was 
aware that Prof. Pat Utomi 
was in the state as the Na-
tional leader of  the National 
Consultative forum to at-
tend the endorsement of  Mr. 
Peter Obi as the presidential 
candidate of  the Rescue Ni-
geria Project (RNP), and no 
more than this.

2. That neither the State 
working committee, its 
Chairman, Dr. Ambrose 
Onyekwere, nor the entire 
leadership of  the party in-
cluding its candidates, stake 
holders and members were 
aware of  the constitution 
and inauguration of  OBI/

DATTI campaign council 
inaugurated by Prof. Pat 
Utomi, on 12th August, until 
it zoomed into public space.

3. That Prof. Pat Utomi, 
when approached on this 
matter by the state Chair-
man, pleaded that it was 
“a gross error” and that it 
would be corrected. 

4. That on the 16th of  Au-
gust, a self-acclaimed cell 
of  the so called presidential 
campaign council visited 
the Imo State Labour party 
Headquarters. Three of  the 
visitors including Dr. Fabian 
Ihekweme spoke, and they 
in turn admitted that there 
was an error in the inaugu-
ration in Imo State. They 
pledged to work closely and 
harmoniously with the La-
bour Party.

5. In his response, the Imo 
State Chairman, Dr. Ambro-
se Onyekwere made it clear 
that the party in Imo does 
not recognize the “Cam-
paign Council” and drew 
their attention to the pub-
lication issued by the Na-
tional Publicity Secretary of  
Labour party regarding the 
appointment of  Mr. Charles 
Odibo as the head of  com-

munication of  Labour Party 
presidential system council 
which he described as un-
constitutional and inappro-
priate. The Chairman fur-
ther directed them to revert 
to the National Chairman of  
Labour Party and get their 
act well.

6. Finally, the Labour Par-
ty, Imo State hereby reiter-

“It is rather appalling that 
at a time when concerted ef-
forts are being made by lovers 
of  true democracy and the 
unity of  the party to resolve 
some inherent contradictions 
plaguing the PDP, Alhaji La-
mido and his cohorts, who 
have since lost their relevance 
in the polity, are busy creating 
friction and schism.

“Governor Wike, has nev-
er claimed to be custodian 
of  the over 3 million votes in 
Rivers State. But as the leader 
of  the PDP and good people 
of  Rivers State, anyone who 
underrates the governor’s po-
litical pedigree or dares to ig-
nore his influence in the State 
and beyond, will be doing so 
at his own peril. ‘’We wish to 
remind Alhaji Lamido that 
governor Wike has never left 
anyone in doubt about his 
capacity to sway the voters in 
Rivers State in a direction that 
benefits the people and the 
State, in the overall. When he 
speaks, Rivers people will lis-
ten, no doubt.

‘’Perhaps, Alhaji Lamido 
thinks Nigerians are suffer-
ing from selective amnesia to 
have forgotten in a hurry, the 
ignoble role he and his cohorts 
played between 2014 and 
2015, that culminated in the 
defeat of  the PDP in 2015 gen-

eral election.’’ “We hope that 
he is not up in such scheme 
again to cause a repeat of  that 
history. Otherwise, if  Alhaji 
Lamido has any modicum of  
conscience, he won’t be mak-
ing disparaging comments 
about governor Wike, whom 

many have described as the 
pillar of  the PDP since 2015.

“We wish to state without 
equivocation that no well 
meaning member of  the PDP 
will describe governor Wike 
as ‘insignificant’ in the affairs 
of  the PDP. With all modesty, 

only persons plagued by schiz-
ophrenia psychosis will as-
cribe any form of  relevance to 
Alhaji Lamido, under whose 
leadership the PDP has woe-
fully lost two governorship 
elections in Jigawa State in 
quick succession.”

ate our complete alignment 
to Labour Party National 
working committee’s posi-
tion that the formation and 
inauguration of  presidential 
campaign council in Imo 
State is a joke taken too far 
and can best be described as 
null and void, and as such 
not recognized by labour 
Party, Imo State chapter.

Anambra TC Chairman inaugurates 
ASWAMA team, assures residents of 
optimum service delivery
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
ransition Committee 
Chairman of  Onitsha 
North Local Govern-

ment Council, Hon. Onochie 
Ozoma has inaugurated AS-
WAMA Teams in the coun-
cil area. Speaking with the 
Seventy-five (75) members 
of  ASWAMA team drawn 
from the Fifteen Wards in the 
area at the council headqaut-
ers,Onitsha North local gov-
ernment, he enjoined them 
to work in tandem with the 
clear vision of  the state gov-
ernor, Pro.Chukwuma Solu-

do by working hard to make 
sure that the gutters and water 
channels were cleaned up.

He stated that their main 
duties were to go round the 
various council wards with 
tipper to collect refuse and 
waste materials and deposit 
them at the final destinations.

Continuing, Hon. Ozoma 
reiterated that the state gover-
nor, Pro.Chukwuma Soludo 
has much expectation that the 
people of  Onitsha North Lo-
cal Government, housing the 
Main Market, which is the 
biggest market in West Africa 
will not renege in the environ-
mental cleanliness. 
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T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB) 
has urged the people 

of  the South East to bury 
their dead ones within three 
days, as done in the olden 
days.

The group in a statement 
by its Media and Publicity 
Secretary, Emma Power-
ful, on Wednesday, said the 
practice of  not burying dead 
ones within three days had 
caused ‘moral decadence 
and all manner of  evil’ in 
Igboland.

The group said the only 
corpses that should be al-
lowed to stay in the mortu-
ary for more than the stip-
ulated period were those 
under investigation or with 
court-related matters.

The statement read, “The 
present habit of  keeping 
dead bodies more than 
three days and even months 
and years in the mortuary 
has had dire effects on our 
land and contributed to the 
spiritual weakness of  the 

Igbo Nation and of  the en-
tire Biafraland, moral dec-
adence and all manner of  
evil that have taken root in 
our land.

“Now that IPOB has 
come to realise that this al-
ien practice of  keeping the 
dead on land rather than 
committing it to mother 
earth has had a very nega-
tive impact on our people 
and upon our land, it has 
therefore become very im-
perative to urge our people 
to revert to the old practices 
that had very positive effects 
upon our well-being, both 
spiritually and otherwise.

“After some thorough in-
vestigation, we have come 
to the realisation that all 
the reasons given by our 
people who caused the un-
necessary delay in burying 
our dead within a short pe-
riod are neither cogent nor 
important enough. These 
reasons are all man-made 
mostly monetary conditions 
from the bereaved families, 

Bury corpses within 3 days, IPOB tells Ndigbo

PDP embarks on “Reclaim Cross River” Match in the ca[pital city of Calabar recently.

traditional rites, churches 
and Umunna.

Our people have turned 
burial into a carnival, asking 
families to pay levies or debt 
for their dead ones. This is 
an abomination and must 
be stopped forthwith.”

IPOB said it would en-
gage church leaders, town 
unions and traditional rul-

ers and Umunna in this re-
gard.

It said it would develop 
a strategy of  curtailing the 
excessive use of  mortuaries 
in the region which might 
include “compelling the 
shutdown of  so many mor-
tuaries littered all over our 
land.”

 “Igbos are shrinking in 

life because we dishonour 
the dead by keeping dead 
bodies in mortuaries for too 
long than necessary in these 
mortuaries. Any nation, 
tribe or family that keeps 
the dead without putting the 
corpse into the dust is caus-
ing a disservice to them-
selves.

 “Owners of  mortuaries 

in our land must start plan-
ning for another business. 
We are not against those 
engaged in the mortuary 
business but we are against 
keeping dead ones longer 
than necessary because we 
are planning to march and 
we cannot keep dead bodies 
unburied before we match,” 
the statement added.

Peter Obi: APGA warn members against 
campaigning for other parties

T
he leadership of  the All 
Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in 

Anambra State has warned 
its members against cam-
paigning for candidates of  
other political parties.

The Anambra State chair-
man of  APGA, Sir Nobert 
Obi, who handed the warn-
ing in a press release circu-
lated among members of  the 
State Working Committee 
and all the Local government 
area and Ward chairmen 
said it amounted to anti-par-
ty to do so.

It was learnt that the warn-
ing may have come as a re-
sult of  the wide acceptance 
the presidential candidate 
of  Labour Party, LP, Mr 
Peter Obi is gaining across 
political party in the state. 
The chairman said that his 
attention had been drawn to 

several unwholesome activ-
ities of  certain members of  
the party (APGA) who are 
campaigning for candidates 
of  other political parties. He 
noted that, “You may wish 
to know that it is wrong for 
any member to campaign, 
solicit votes, or attend any 
activity organized by oth-
er political parties or their 
candidates other than our 
great party APGA. “Such 
development is considered 
anti-party activity and an 
act of  indiscipline in breach 
of  Article 21, General Code 
of  Conduct of  our great par-
ty. “There are several cases 
of  members belonging to 
WhatsApp, Facebook and 
other social media platforms 
that promote and campaign 
for candidates of  other polit-
ical parties. Not a few even 
go as far as sharing posts that 

promote candidates who are 
not APGA members”, the 
chairman further pointed 
out. The Chairman empha-
sized that such action was 
inimical to the overall inter-
est of  APGA which had the 
intention to sweep the 2023 

general elections, especially 
in Anambra State where the 
party is fielding candidates in 
all elective position. He said 
such activity shall be visited 
with severe disciplinary ac-
tion as stated in the party’s 
constitution.

APGA declares 3-Days prayer over 
death of Anambra lawmakers 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he National Chair-
man of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alli-

ance (APGA), Chief  Victor 
Oye, has declared a three-
day prayer and fasting for 
divine intervention over the 
death of  two lawmakers at 
Anambra House of  Assem-
bly.

Oye made the declaration 
in a statement on Thurs-
day in Awka, following the 
death of  Dr Nnamdi Oka-
for, the Majority Leader 
of  the House last Tuesday, 
while on an official visit to 
South Africa.

Okafor, who represented 
Awka South 1 State Con-
stituency, died about two 
months after the death of  
Okechukwu Okoye (AP-
GA-Aguata Constituency 
1) in a mysterious circum-
stance.

 “I urge people of  Anam-

bra and APGA members 
particularly to embark on a 
3-day fasting and prayer for 
peace, growth over the de-
velopment at the House and 
in our party as 2023 draws 
nearer.

 “The times in which we 
have found ourselves are 
perilous and call for constant 
prayer, self-examination and 
penance. The leadership of  
the Anambra House of  As-
sembly should join in the 
prayer and fasting, I see God 
doing something new in the 
house soon,” he said.

Oye commiserated with 
Gov. Chukwuma Soludo, 
Speaker Uche Okafor and 
lawmakers at the assembly 
over the sudden death of  the 
majority leader.

He prayed to God to con-
sole the deceased immediate 
family, the people of  Awka 
South 1 Constituency and 
grant his soul eternal repose 
in heaven.

  

Anambra Youths are resourceful, competitive and 
exportable - Dr Omenugha
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Special Adviser 
to Governor Soludo 
on Youth Empower-

ment Programme, Dr Nel-
son Omenugha has noted 
that Anambra Youths are 
resourceful, competitive 
and exportable.

Dr Omenugha made this 
remark while engaging 
team of  Nigeria Export 
Promotion Council who 
are in the State to train 100 
Anambra Youths on Non 
Oil Export.

According to him, “In 
Anambra, we have youths 
who are enterprising, 

tech-savvy and passionate 
to learning. We also have a 
Government that is stick-
ler to excellence and quite 
committed to standardis-
ing skillsets to ensure an 
improved and exportable 
“made in Anambra” prod-
ucts.

He went further to main-
tain that every step of  the 

Governor, Prof  Soludo is 
geared towards position-
ing Anambra as a Center 
of  Excellence for human 
capital development.

“The world should 
know this and be inspired 
to always look Anambra 
way when recruiting com-
petent youth workforce,” 
Omenugha concluded.

Police Commission Union 
declares indefinite strike

T
he Joint Union Con-
gress of  the Police Ser-
vice Commission has 

gone on strike. The congress 
issued a notice of  indefinite 
strike to the management 
of  the commission over a 
breach of  agreement.

The union noted that the 
strike will commence with 
effect from Monday, August 
29, 2022. Chairman of  the 
Joint Service Union, PSC 
chapter, Mr Adoyi Adoyi, 
disclosed this in an interview 
on Thursday. The notice is 
coming amidst disagreement 
between workers of  the com-
mission, the Chairman of  
the commission, Mr Musil-
iu Smith, and the Inspector 
General of  Police, Usman 
Baba, on which body should 
be responsible for recruit-
ment, promotion, and ap-
pointment of  constables and 
officers.

He noted that the IGP and 
other police chiefs in con-
nivance with the chairman 

of  the PSC, have overruled 
the constitutional duty of  the 
PSC.

Adoyi added that the IGP 
has allegedly taken it upon 
himself  to carry out the func-
tions of  the PSC in flagrant 
disregard of  the Nigeria con-
stitution, a verdict of  the Ap-
peal Court, and the authori-
ties of  the PSC.

Adoyi said, “We’re em-
barking on an indefinite 
strike from Monday, August 
29, to show how discontent 
with the way the PSC is being 
run by the chairman of  the 
commission, and the flagrant 
disregard for the constitution, 
the court of  law, and the PSC 
by the IGO, Usman Baba.

“The duties of  the PSC 
are spelled out in the consti-
tution, but the IGP has dis-
regarded all of  that, and has 
taken over the duties of  the 
commission. He appoints 
and promotes at will as op-
posed to what is stated in the 
constitution.
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h e  c o m m e n t  m a d e Tagainst Senator Victor 
U m e h  O F R , 

(Ohamadike) by Ben Obi alias 
Igwe APGA also called Mbuze 
Agulu over the exit of  Umeh 
from APGA to Labour Party 
have drawn the attention of  
political analysts who are well 
conversant with the politics of  
APGA and who know the 
m a s s i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n 
Ohamadike has made for the 
progress and survival of  APGA. 
Yes, it is true that Umeh a former 
National Chairman of  APGA 
had a good political pact with late 
Biafra warlord and the founding 
l e a d e r  o f  A P G A ,  D i m 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu to drive Igbo political 
interest in Nigeria under APGA 
but Umeh wouldn't fold his hand 
and abandon Igbo political 
in te re s t  i f  APGA doesn ' t 
consider him good enough as 
candidate to champion the Igbo 
political interest in Nigeria

Obviously, Igbo political 
interest is not tied with APGA 
alone, it can be pursued and 
r e a l i z e d  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r 
political party. Umeh wanted to 
go to the Senate under APGA to 
champion Igbo political agenda 
in Nigeria but APGA denied him 
the chance to do so and thus, he 
left APGA and embraced Labour 
Party to pursue Igbo political 
agenda and that is not a crime in 
any way. Surely, Ojukwu won't be 
offended seeing Umeh driving 
Igbo cause in the Senate under 
Labour Party, Ojukwu will rather 
feel offended by those who 
denied Ohamadike the chance to 
champion the Igbo cause in the 
Senate under APGA. APGA is 
not the only vehicle that can take 
Ohamadike to Abuja to work for 
Ndigbo in the Senate Chamber 
of  the National Assembly.

Analyst, Dr Ejike Nwangwu 
is of  the opinion that Ohamadike 
wouldn't have sat down like 
mumu with his legs crossed 
inside a vehicle that was not 
r e a dy  t o  t a k e  h i m  t o  h i s 
destination. Umeh wouldn't have 
sat  down to languish in a 
company where his services no 
longer needed. A well gifted Igbo 
man l ike Umeh with high 
potentials to go places and with 
age and strength on his side 
cannot afford to be in a platform 
that doesn't recognize his gifts 
and his potentials nor willing to 
help him realize and unleash his 
potentials. Umeh wouldn't have 

died for APGA while APGA is 
not worth it.

Another analyst, Prince Natt 
Osegbo posited that the ex 
National Chairman did not leave 
APGA instead APGA left him. 
And that's exactly the situation 
because denying Umeh the ticket 
to contest election under APGA 
is a clear indication that he is no 
longer needed in the party. Going 
by what happened in Senatorial 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  o f  A l l 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) held on May 28, 2022 to 
elect the candidate that will stand 
for APGA in the Anambra 
Central Senatorial election, one 
does not need a prophet to tell 
him or her that the services of  
Umeh is no longer needed in 
APGA. Imagine that foreign 
currency was pulled by highly 
placed people to make sure that 
Umeh lost the APGA ticket for 
Senatorial election to Dozie 
Nwankwo.

Prior to the election Umeh 
was the toast of  the people as 
notable stakeholders of  APGA 
and Igbo leaders across board 
both in Nigeria and in Diaspora 

have at separate points endorsed 
him for Senate on the ground that 
he is most capable to give 
Anambra Central in particular 
and Ndigbo in general a quality 
representat ion in  the  Red 
Chamber  o f  the  Nat iona l 
Assembly. It was the same Ben 
Obi alias ,(Igwe APGA) who is 
blackmailing Umeh now that led 
some stakeholders in Anambra 
Central to endorse Umeh for 
Senate in a ceremony held at 
Oma Event Center in Awka, the 
Anambra State capital.

Suffice it to say that Ben 
Obi's acrimonious outburst 
against Umeh during which he 
casted assertion and vituperation 
against his former ally and best of  
friend on television is incorrect 
and misleading. First is that 
Umeh is not the only notable 
politician that has moved from 
one party to another. Big time 
po l i t i c i ans  l i ke  Pre s iden t 
Muhammadu Buhari had moved 
from one party to another. In 
2011 Buhari moved from All 
Nigerians People's Party (ANPP) 
to Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC) We all know that 

former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar has severally moved 
from one party to another.

Again former Governor of  
Lagos State, Senator Ahmed 
Hola  Tinubu moved  f rom 
Alliance for Democracy (AD) to 
Action Congress (AC) Many ex 
Governors like Bukola Saraki, 
O r j i  U z o r  K a l u ,  R a b i u 
Kwankwanso, Rotimi Amechi, 
M a g a t a k a r d a  Wa m m a k o, 
Ibrahim Shekarau and Rochas 
Okorocha among others have at 
one point and another moved 
from one party to another. The 
number of  ex and serving 
S e n a t o r s,  ex  a n d  s e r v i n g 
m e m b e r s  o f  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives and ex and 
serving State House of  Assembly 
members that have moved from 
o n e  p a r t y  t o  a n o t h e r  a r e 
uncomfortable in recent time. So 
the issue of  movement from one 
party to another by politicians in 
Nigeria is a normal thing and 
Umeh is not exception.

Second, it is wrong for 
anybody to accuse Umeh of  
using APGA to enrich his pocket 
w h i l e  U m e h  a s  N a t i o n a l 
Chairman of  APGA sold his 

property to fund APGA and 
ensured that the party didn't die 
in his hands. Ben Obi is an eye 
witness to bewildering litigation 
fight Umeh faced in many Courts 
including cases that were decided 
at the Supreme Court as National 
Chairman of  APGA. Ben Obi is 
in a better position to testify how 
Umeh sold his property to raise 
money to pay lawyers that 
handled myriad of  litigations 
that characterized his tenure as 
National Chairman of  APGA.

Third, it is also wrong and 
laughable for Igwe APGA to say 
that Ohamadike did not do 
anything during his 17months 
sojourn to the 8th Senate. Igwe 
APGA was an eye witness to 
what Umeh did in Anambra 
Central during his time in the 
Sena te.  He  wi tnes sed  the 
d i sbur sement  o f  t r i cyc le s 
popularly known as keke and 
other equipments to empower 
youth and women including cash 
to Constituents. He was witness 
to what Umeh did in the floor of  
the Senate that earned him the 
Award of  Best Motion of  the year 
f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  H o u s e 
corespondents. Igwe APGA are 
in a better position to confirm 
that  Ohamadike  a t t rac ted 
dividend of  democracy worth 
over N1.3billion during his 
sojourn to the Senate within 
17months. How on this earth 
could anybody say that a Senator 
that  at tracted dividend of  
democracy of  such amount did 
not do well?

The point that Umeh vowed 
before Ojukwu not to leave 
APGA but later left is not Umeh's 
fault. Those who ganged up 
against Umeh to deny him the 
ticket of  APGA for Senate 
election are to carry the blame for 
Umeh's exit because they are the 
ones that betrayed Ojukwu as 
they know that Ojukwu has a 
strong pack with Umeh for the 
progress of  APGA. Those who 
stood in opposition against 
Umeh's interest in APGA should 
have known that Umeh was 
among those that  Ojukwu 
entrusted APGA in their hands. 
Umeh wouldn't have vowed 
never to leave APGA if  Ojukwu 
didn't give him the inspiration to 
keep pushing APGA all the days 
of  his life. Those who didn't 
consider Umeh good enough to 
run for Senate clearly betrayed 
Ojukwu's inspiration on APGA 
which Umeh is carrying.

Friday 26 - Saturday 27 August, 2022  

2023: Umeh did not leave APGA,
APGA left Umeh – Analysts
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eopard is Agu in Igbo Land not lion. The Igbo 
Bible translation is 

very much on point about this.
The recent argument is 

whether lion should be Agu 
and not Leopard might have a 
minimal reason to ponder but 
at the end, Igbo name for 
leopard is as clear as the day. 
Leopard is Agu in Igbo. Let's 
consider below –

Igbo is a vast language, I 
really don't understand it 
when people say Igbo as a 
language is severally lacking. 
Igbo is a super language that is 
a lmos t  pe r fec t .  There ' s 
nothing obtainable in Igbo 
land and the surroundings 
that does not have Igbo name 
the problem is that we are 
confusing Igbo language with 
recently introduced (foreign) 
things.

Leopard is definitely Agu, 
and nothing is confusing 
about it. Igbo have a clear 
pattern of  naming animals 
that look similar but are 
slightly different.

Leopard = Agu.
Cheetah =Agu Awara.
Tiger = Agu Owulu.
Lion = Odum.
Form the above names, 

Leopard has been a familiar 
animal throughout Igbo land 

f rom t ime immemoria l , 
according to animal discovery 
Channel, leopard is said to 
have a very old base which is a 
sort of  origin point at West 
Africa, whose natural habitat 
is tropical rainforest.

Ancient Igbo folklores are 
built on two animals – Agu 
(Leopard) for its strength and 
charisma and mbe (tortoise) 
for its wisdom and cunning.

L e o p a r d  i s  c l e a r l y 
described in Igbo folklore as a 
strong animal with spots on its 
s k i n ,  a g g r e s s i v e  a n d 
charismatic. Agu is said to be 
the king of  animals but here 
comes the question that 
opposes the view – can Agu 
(leopard) be the king of  
animals and the strongest in 
presence of  Lion (odum)?

Seems unlikely! Leopard 
has no chance in a combat 
against a lion.

Now, here is a point to 
ponder. A thousand years ago 
did the Igbo know what Lion 
was? Did they come in contact 
with the beast?

In most Igbo towns and 
communities including my 
town Uturu which is said to be 
among the oldest Igbo towns, 
leopard is still recognized as 
the King of  animals.

Whoever kills Agu is 

regarded as a great hunter 
with a title – Ogbu Agu (the 
killer of  leopard).

To hit the nail at the head, 
it is likely that lion (odum) is 
not recognized in ancient Igbo 
folklore because our people 
never came in contact with it.

Odum as a name might 
not be over 200 years old while 
Agu is clearly thousands of  
years.

Leopard skin has been 
existing in Igboland ages ago, 
they still exist today and one 
thing is clear – they have spots.

L ion  cannot  be  Agu 
because lion does not have 
spots.

Cheetah is called Agu 
Awara because it looks like a 
l e o p a r d  ( A g u )  a n d  h a s 
outstanding speed (awara = 
speed) remember what I said 
earlier about Igbo naming of  
similar animals. Cheetah 
seems a new animal to Igbo.

Agu Owuru (tiger?) also 
has spots like leopard but is 
much bigger and stronger. 
Tiger is also a new animal to 
Igbo.

Lion (odum) seems not 
that popular like leopard 
because ancient Igbo might 
not be aware of  the existence, 
this is the only reason why 
leopard will be named the 

king of  animals instead of  
lion.

L i o n  i s  o d u m  w h i l e 
leopard is agu. Igbos say 
odum na-egbu agu (the lion 
that kills the leopard).

Wall gecko is called agu-
ulo) because it has spots like 
leopard.

Crocodile is called agu-iyi 
because it has patches that 
look like the spots of  a 
leopard.

The body of  a lion is 
brown with no spots or lines.

In the Bible, Daniel was 
put in the lions' den. The Igbo 
Bible calls it “olulu odum.” 
The lion of  the tribe of  Judah 
is interpreted in the Igbo Bible 
as “odum nke ebo Juda.” 
When the Bible asks if  the 
leopard can ever change its 
s p o t s ,  t h e  I g b o  B i b l e 
i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  a s  a g u . 
(Jeremiah 13:23). Please look 
for an Igbo Bible and confirm 
this.

Chinua Achebe published 
Chike and the River in 1966. 
What killed Chike's father 
was a leopard, not a lion. 
Chukwuemeka Ike published.

The Leopard's Claw in 
1 9 5 0  a n d  T h e  B o t t l e d 
L e o p a r d  i n  1 9 8 5 .  T h e 
generation of  Achebe and 
Chukwuemeka Ike had no 

confusion over agu and odum. 
It was rare to find any old Igbo 
novelist writing about the 
lion. It was always the leopard 
that was written about. The 
reason is simple: The leopard 
was more common among the 
Igbos than the lion. It may 
seem smal l  to  us  today 
because we watch animal 
documentaries, but in the days 
of  our forefathers, the leopard 
evoked fear in the villages. It 
killed people. Once it was 
sighted, an alarm would be 
s o u n d e d .  Wo m e n  a n d 
children would not go to the 
stream or farm alone. Strong 
men would go out in search of  
it to kill it. The community 
would not be at rest until it 
had been killed or there was 
news that it had left the 
community. Anybody who 
killed a leopard was honoured 
as an ogbuagu .

Yet the Igbos admired the 
leopard because of  its beauty, 
strength and agility. And 
many people took the name or 
sobriquet of  agu because of  
this admiration. That could 
have contributed to the choice 
of  two leopards as part of  the 
coat of  arms of  the Republic 
of  Biafra in 1967.
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Why Igbos call Lion
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Doctors fleeing Nigeria not much,
we have backup – Buhari Govt
T

he Minister of  Health, 
Osagie Ehanire, says 
there are enough 

medical doctors in Nigeria, 
but President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s regime is working 
toward replacing any doctor 
who resigns and leaves the 
country.

Mr Ehanire stated this on 
Tuesday in Abuja during a 
media conference. He also 
said there was no embargo 
on the employment of  doc-
tors and other health person-
nel in the country.

“There is no embargo on 
employing doctors; where 
there is a need, we do. But, 
because there is a civil ser-
vice regulation, there are 
processes before doctors are 
employed. We have heard 
complaints of  doctors who 
are now leaving the system,” 
the minister explained. “But 
there are actually enough 
doctors in the system be-
cause we are producing up to 
2,000 or 3,000 doctors every 
year in the country, and the 
number leaving is less than 
1,000. It is just that the em-
ployment process needs to be 
smoothened.”

The minister further ex-
plained that the ministry was 
working with the office of  
the head of  the civil service 
to use the ‘one-for-one’ em-
ployment strategy so that if  
one doctor or nurse resigns 
to go abroad, another one is 
employed.

“So, if  we have one re-
placement, then you are not 
likely to have a shortage. But 
that has been worked out 
because the head of  service 
had the experience that in the 
past, when one person goes, 
they use the opportunity to 
take three, and those others 
may not even be people who 
are required,” Mr Ehanire 
stressed. “We want to use 
this policy so that we can re-
duce shortages and have our 
personnel back in our hospi-
tals.”

Deborah Bitrus-Oghog-
horie of  the Department of  
Hospital Services said the 
issue of  the two-week ulti-
matum given by the Nation-
al Association of  Resident 
Doctors (NARD) for the 
regime to meet the demands 
of  the association or risk an 
industrial action was being 
considered.

The newly inaugurated Caretaker Committees in Onitsha market.

According to her, they 
are mainly financial issues 
the ministry could not solve 
alone.

“The issue we have with the 
resident doctors are mainly 
financial issues, and because 
of  that, we at the ministry 
of  health cannot handle it 
alone. So, what we are doing 
now is to facilitate resolving 
the issue with the Ministry of  
Finance, Budget and Nation-

al Planning and the National 
Salaries, Incomes and Wages 
Commission (NSIWC),” Ms 
Bitrus-Oghoghorie stated.

She added, “We want to 
assure you that the ministry 
of  health, especially the de-
partment of  hospital servic-
es, is working very hard to 
ensure that industrial action 
is averted.”

On Saturday, it was report-
ed that the resident doctors 

had given Mr Buhari’s regime 
another two weeks’ notice to 
implement the payment of  
the new hazard allowance 
and arrears stipulated as of  
December 22, 2021.

The two weeks which took 
effect on Monday will end on 
September 4. The said haz-
ard allowance is contained 
in the circular issued by NSI-
WC dated December 22, 
2021, with reference number 

SWC/S/04/S.218/11/406.
Some of  the association’s 

demands include the urgent 
implementation and com-
mencement of  payment of  
the 2022 Medical Residen-
cy Training Funds (MRTF) 
in full to its members using 
the old template and that the 
shortfalls using the newly re-
viewed template be comput-
ed and factored into the 2023 
budget and paid in arrears.

Orji Kalu abandoned critical projects 
I attracted – Ohuabunwa

A 
chieftain of  the 
Peoples Demo-
cratic Party in 

Abia State, Senator Mao 
Ohuabunwa, has claimed 
that the N5.2 billion Aro-
chukwu–Ohafia–Bende 
federal road project he at-
tracted while in the Senate 
had been abandoned for 
lack of  follow-up by the 
current representative of  
Abia north senatorial zone, 
Orji Uzor Kalu. 

Ohuabunwa, who repre-
sented Abia north senato-
rial zone between 2015 to 
2019, and is currently seek-
ing the people’s mandate 
to return to the red cham-
ber in 2023, also regretted 
that the bill for takeover of  
the College of  Education 
Technical Arochukwu by 
the federal government, as 
well as the establishment 
of  a federal polytechnic in 
Item, which had all passed 
third reading respectively, 
could not be followed up 
by his successor.

He spoke during the in-
auguration of  members of  
his campaign council for 

Abia north 2023 senatori-
al district election, which 
took place in Umuahia.

Ohuabunwa vowed to 
unseat Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu and return to the up-
per legislative chamber of  
the National Assembly 
come 2023 in continuation 
of  service to the people to-
wards enhancing their wel-

fare.
The prominent Abia stal-

wart also used the medium 
to frown at the precari-
ous condition of  the Abia 
north senatorial zone.

“Nobody speaks for us 
again. Something has to be 
done urgently, and for us to 
recover, we cannot afford 
to stand aloof. We must 

speak out now,” he said.
On the rising security 

problems in some parts 
of  Abia north zone as 
witnessed in the recent 
criminal attacks on Umun-
neochi and Ohafia local 
government areas, Senator 
Ohuabunwa condemned 
the unfolding sad develop-
ments in the zone.

... Ohuabunwa importing thugs from Rivers 
to destabilise Arochukwu – Nkemdirim

A 
community leader 
from Arochukwu 
Local Government 

Area, Chief  Ijioma Okoro 
Nkemdirim, says a former 
Senator representing Abia 
North senatorial district, 
Mao Ohuabunwa was 
planning to cause crisis in 
the ancient town of  Aro-
chukwu.

Nkemdirim alleged that 
Ohuabunwa was planning 
to disrupt the event organ-
ized by Arochukwu wom-
en and further disrupt the 
ward-to-ward tour of  the 
Chief  Whip of  the Senate, 

Senator Orji Uzor Kalu in 
Arochukwu.

Nkemdirim in a chat 
with journalists on Thurs-
day morning called on 
the President General of  
Nzuko Arochukwu to call 
Ohuabunwa and his group 
to order, warning that 
Ohuabunwa’s action was 
capable of  causing serious 
crisis to the community.

“I am appealing to the 
President General of  Nzu-
ko Arochukwu to call Sen-
ator Mao Ohuabunwa to 
order. We don’t want prob-
lem in Arochukwu Local 

Afiaolu Nnewi cultural festival 
2022 commences in style

T
he Afiaolu Nnewi 
2022, Kicked off  on 
Wednesday with a 

grand opening ceremony at 
Enete-Edo square in Nnewi 
with the presence of  the tra-
ditional rulers led by the par-
amount traditional ruler of  
Nnewi, Igwe K.O.N Orizu.

Also in attendance was the 
Obi Umudim, Obi Benneth 
Okafor (Amaukwu Umu-
dim), Elder Luis Nwachuk-
wu, representing Obi Nnew-
ichi, Obi George Onyekaba, 
all representing the various 
quarters of  Nnewi.

The ceremony started with 
the Iwa-Oji by Igwe Orizu 
(the longest serving Monarch 
in West Africa) who prayed 
earnestly for the fruitfulness 
of  ndi Nnewi. In his re-
marks, the Chairman of  the 
event, Professor E. C. Ufo-
dike welcomed the guests in 
his opening remarks.

The welcoming speech 
was delivered by the Presi-
dent General of  Nzuko Ora 
Nnewi, Dr. Maduka Atueyi, 
in his speech revealed the 
importance of  Agriculture 
in the society, and the need 
for the youths to engage in 
farming.

He however, revealed that 
Nzuko-Ora through his lead-
ership has developed strat-
egies to encourage youths, 
farmers in farming.

His words, “It may inter-

est you to know that through 
our price giving strategies 
that it has rekindled the resil-
ience and competitive nature 
in Olu-Ugbo amongst our 
youths as we promise to do 
even more in putting smiles 
in the faces of  the illustrious 
sons and daughters”.

Many prominent sons of  
Nnewi were present includ-
ing, the Chairman, Nzu-
ko-Ora Nnewi Board of  
Trustees, Sir D. C. Ofordeme 
KSJ, KSS, Hon Donatus 
Onyenji, the commissioner 
for culture, Entertaiment and 
Tourism, Hon Nonso Smart 
Okafor, Chief  Kenneth Mad-
uako, CEO KM Oil and Gas.

The event also featured 
several cultural dancing 
groups from Different quar-
ters that made up the city as 
well as Wresting competition 
with different types on mas-
querade displays

However, this year Afia-
olu Nnewi cultural festival 
saw the presence of  two 
multinational companies; 
Guiness Brewery, Unile-
ver Nig PLC- producers of  
Knorr cube seasoning.

The high point of  the event 
was during the wrestling 
competition, where Umu-
dim defeated Otolo, while 
Nnewichi won Uruagu by 
submission. The final will 
take place on the 27th Au-
gust.

Government Area. We 
don’t want the Army to in-
vade Arochukwu. Let him 
call Mao and his brothers 
to disengage the boys they 
brought from Rivers State 
to cause crisis in Arochuk-
wu.

“Politics should be played 
devoid of  bitterness. Mao 
Ohuabunwa should not use 
Arochukwu people to fight 
anyone. This is democracy, 
people should be allowed 
to support their candidates. 
Arochukwu is a peaceful 
town and we want to re-
main peaceful,” he said.
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T
he national leadership 
of  Ohanaeze Youth 
Council, OYC, has 

described the recent outburst 
by former PDP Chairman, 
Chief  Dan Ulasi as an at-
tempt geared towards gain-
ing stomach infrastructure 
by the People’s Democratic 
Party, (PDP). The president 
of  the socio cultural group, 
comrade Igboayaka Igboaya-
ka in a statement made avail-
able to NewsEcho reiterated 
that Obi’s presidential project 
had grown far beyond tribal 
sentiments.

This was coming after Ul-
asi’s live TV interview, dur-
ing which he argued that 
Mr. Peter Obi is not seen in 
the company of  any of  the 
prominent politicians from 
the South-east region, in the 
course of  his political con-
sultations in the Northern, 
Southwest and South-South 

Peter Obi project has grown beyond 
tribal sentiment - Ohanaeze

regions. 
Reacting to Ulasi’s state-

ment, during an interface 
with newsmen, in Awka, 
Anambra State’s capital, on 
Tuesday August 23rd 2022 
the OYC national President, 
Igboayaka urged Chief  Ulasi 
to refrain from old political 
mindset of  what he described 
as “the political elitism” and 
embrace the new political 
trend in Nigeria.  Igboayaka 
regretted that “the leaders of  
the nation had, over the years, 
mortgaged the future of  Igbo 
youths and Nigerians, in gen-
eral and informed Ulasi that 
Mr. Peter Obi’s presidential 
project “is above tribal con-
notation, thus warning the 
former to steer clear from the 
project with “his tribal ad-
vice”. 

Speaking further he said, 
“It’s obvious that Mr. Peter 
Obi’s presidential project has 

Federal Lawmaker Uju Kingsley in a peace brokering meeting with Imo Governor, Hope Uzodimma.

grown above tribal sentiment 
or clannish projection. Mr. 
Peter Obi doesn’t need the 
same Igbo political elders 
like Chief  Dan Ulasi who 
have eaten the future of  Igbo 
Youths to move with him on 
political consultation, neither 
does he need to ride on the 
same Old political permuta-
tion to win the President of  
Nigeria”.

He described as gross dis-
appointment in Dan Ulasi’s 
approach which is seeming-
ly geared towards stalling its 
success, regretting that, “hav-
ing witnessed and, as well, 
fought the Nigeria Biafra 
Civil war with bullet wounds 
on one of  his hands, Ulasi 
should be acquainted with 
the agonies of  Igbo youths 
since 53 years of  the end of  
the war, especially on the re-
cent collapse of  Nigeria by 
PDP and APC twenty Four 
years (24yrs) in Power is 
more painful than his bullet 

inquiry.
 The  youth leader advised 

Chief  Dan Ulasi to rather re-
direct his quest for a job to the 
People’s Democratic Party, 
PDP’s presidential candidate 
and allow God perfect His 
plans through Obi, stress-
ing that the Labour Party 
Candidate’s project is being 
motivated by the teaming un-
employed youths across the 
streets of  Nigeria. 

“Chief  Dan Ulasi you can 
quietly seek a job offer in 
Atiku Abubakar’s presiden-
tial project to keep alive your 
primitive accumulative of  
wealth, but we must inform 
you that your age and your 
generation have no business 
in Mr. Peter Obi presidential 
project or to determine the 
kind of  leaders to lead Nige-
ria. 

“2023 presidential project 
of  Mr Peter Obi is solely tied 
on the future of  new genera-
tion, hence Peter’s presiden-

tial project is driven by un-
employed Nigerian youths, 
some that have graduated 
whereas others have been 
thrown out of  School Nige-
ria consequent upon lack of  
funds.

Also, Millions of  Nigeria 
youths have been directly or 
indirectly pushed into armed 
robbery, banditry and thug-
gery by bad leadership from 
certain political actors in Ni-
geria” 

These are obviously those 
that their future are at stake 
not Chief  Dan Ulasi. Fur-
thermore, Igboayaka remind-
ed the PDP Chieftain that the 
fate of  Mr. Peter Obi pres-
idential victory would not 
be determined by mere po-
litical analysis, pointing out 
that Mr. Peter Obi’s victory 
in 2023 presidential election 
would be predicated upon 
some political providence of  
Socio-political and ballot rev-
olution. His words: 

 “Mr Peter Obi’s presiden-
tial project as a third force 
that will sweep all the votes 
in the Southeast and South-
South is a payback of  injus-
tice done by PDP to Ndigbo 
for denying Southeast presi-
dential aspirants opportunity 
to fly the party’s presidential 
ticket during the her presiden-
tial primary election. 

Chief  Dan Ulasi who opt-
ed that the Southeast Gov-
ernors should call Mr. Peter 
Obi on his possibility of  
winning the election perhaps 
there’s something Mr. Peter 
Obi knows that the Gover-
nors don’t know.

“Contrary to Chief  Dan 
Ulasi’s view, what Mr. Peter 
Obi knows which they don’t 
know is that, Nigerian youths 
are determined against all 
odds, to take over the leader-
ship of  the nation, and ballot 
revolution doesn’t have a po-
litical style or Permutation,” 
Igboayaka concluded.

Tears in Abia community as couple, 
2 kids die in road accident
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

   

T
he people of  Olokoro 
community in Umua-
hia South LGA of  

Abia State are presently in 
sorrow following the death of  
four persons of  same family 
in a fatal road accident.

The victims were Mr and 
Mrs Kelvin Uzuegwu and 
their two kids who died in an 
accident on Saturday, near 
Osisioma junction of  Aba-
Port Harcourt expressway.

It was gathered that the Mr 
Kelvin was taking his family 
of  six back to Port Harcourt 
in a Volkswagen Golf  car af-
ter attending a wedding cere-
mony in Abia State, when the 
fatal accident took place.

He was carrying his wife 
and four kids but on ap-
proaching a section of  the 
road before Osisioma junc-
tion, a middle aged woman 
suddenly tried to cross the 
road.

In a bid to avoid hitting 
the woman, Mr Uzueg-
wu crashed his Golf  into a 
packed truck and the impact 
of  the crash claimed his life, 
his wife’s life and that of  one 
of  their kids, Darlington.

Three of  the kids survived 
the accident but were rushed 
to the Federal Medical Centre 
Umuahia with two of  them in 
critical conditions.

Unconfirmed reports also 
claimed that the woman, who 
was crossing the road before 
the accident happened, also 

died in the fatal accident.
Unfortunately, one of  the 

three surviving kids of  the 
late couple has also given  
up the ghost  after three days 
even as doctors are now  do-
ing everything to ensure the 
survival of  the remaining two 
orphans.

Meanwhile, the Speaker of  
Abia State House of  Assem-
bly, Hon Chinedum Orji has 
released undisclosed amount 
of  money to the FMC Umua-
hia to ensure that the lives of  
the surviving kids are saved.

The Speaker, who an-
nounced this at FMC dur-
ing his visit to hospital, said 
though, he did not know the 
victims or the family they 
hailed from, he was attracted 
to the hospital after receiv-

T
he Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  As-
sembly, Rt Hon 

Chinedum Enyinnaya Orji 
has requested the medical 
team of  Federal Medical 
Centre (FMC), Umuahia, to 
work assiduously and ensure 
that the two surviving chil-
dren of  a family, Mr and Mrs 
Kelvin Uzuegwu, that lost 
four members in a fatal road 
accident are revived and giv-
en adequate medical atten-
tion. The Speaker who has 
already sent funds to FMC 
for the revival and treatment 
of  the survivors also called 
on public spirited Abians to 
join in coming to the aid of  
the children.

The accident which oc-
curred on Sunday near Osi-
sioma junction claimed the 
lives of  Mr and Mrs Kelvin 
Uzuegwu, their last child, 
Master Delightsome Uzue-
gwu, all of  whom died at 
the spot while their second 
daughter, Praise, later died at 
the hospital.

The family from Oloko-
ro in Umuahia South Local 
Government Area of  the 

State was said to be trave-
ling to Port Harcourt from 
Umuahia after attending a 
wedding in the Abia State 
capital on Saturday.

According to eye witness-
es, the accident occurred 
when a woman, who also 
died in the accident, was try-
ing to cross the expressway 
and in a bid to avoid hit-
ting her, Mr Uzuegwu tried 
swerving the car away from 
her but she eventually got hit 
while the car rammed into a 
stationary trailer thereby re-
sulting into the fatalities.

The Chief  Medical Di-
rector of  Federal Medical 
Centre, Umuahia, Prof  
Azubuike Onyebuchi said 
the medical team is doing 
everything possible to revive 
the first daughter who has 
remained unconscious while 
treatment for Divine, the first 
son, is going on with intensi-
ty. He thanked the Speaker 
for reaching out and for send-
ing funds for their treatment.

The Speaker who ex-
pressed shock over the sad 
incident condoled with the 
bereaved relations and their 
friends and said although 
he never knew the victims 
in person, he had to respond 
quickly when he was told 
about the incident by a con-
cerned Abian. 

While reiterating his call 
for public-spirited Abians to 
also come to the aid of  the 
surviving victims beyond 
their treatment through their 
rehabilitation, he prayed 
God for their speedy recov-
ery and the peaceful repose 
of  the departed.

ing reports about the painful 
event.

The Speaker, who de-
scribed the death of  the cou-
ple and their children as a big 
disaster, urged the medical 
staff  treating the surviving 
kids to do everything to save 
them.

Responding, the Chief  
Medical Director of  Federal 
Medical Centre, Umuahia, 
Dr Azubuike Onyebuchi 
said that medical team in the 
hospital were working round 
the clock to ensure that the 
lives of  the surviving kids are 
saved.

The Medical Director com-
mended the Speaker for his 
prompt visit and for releasing 
funds for the saving of  lives of  
the survivors.



hen thinking of  

Wwhat to wear for 
your court/civil 

wedding, there's a thin line 
between doing too much and 
too little.

So, you are looking for 
c o u r t / c i v i l  w e d d i n g 
inspiration; 

If  you live in an urban 
area,  the  cour t  or  c iv i l 
wedd ing  i s  an  exc i t ing 
moment during your wedding 
celebration when you tie the 

e i n g  a  b r i d e s m a i d Bdoesn't mean you have 
to wear an ugly outfit.

Bridesmaids should look as 
beautiful as the bride, yes we get 
it not more beautiful than her, 
but they shouldn't be looking 
like low-budget housemaids. 

That's why we came up with 
t h e  p e r f e c t  b r i d e s m a i d 
inspiration. 

1. Shimmer and shine 
This shimmering outfit with 

the gather by the side is an 
excellent bridesmaid outfit, 
especially if  the color of  the day 
is brown. 

2. Lilac halterneck 
A soft lilac halter neck gown 

is a great look for a bridesmaid. 
3. Go silk 
A si lk dress  is  always 

beautiful, and it looks great on 
every body type. 

4. Midi gown 
A mid length gown is fresh 

a n d  f u n .  I t  l o o k s  g r e a t 
especially when paired with 
pumps. 

5. Off  shoulder gown 
No matter what anyone says 

an off-shoulder gown is always 
a good idea, it's classy and 
beautiful. 

knot legally amid family and 
friends. 

The prevailing style is 
white corporate outfit, a little 
veil/hat and a white bouquet. 
We have some ladies in fiery 
court wedding attire to inspire 
you. 

The structured spandex 
A two-piece pantsuit is 

always a good idea. Spandex 
brings out the curves in every 
woman. The one-shoulder 
shirt and sequins on the top. 

Frills and thrills 
Toke is in Style Temple, 

the frills add some fun to the 
look. This look is for the bride 
who is bored with traditional 
court wedding outfits. 

Bow-tastic 
Ini went with an off-

shoulder bow, two-piece 
pants and top. Love the bow 
in front, it's a fun look. She 
paired it with a white net/veil 
headpiece 

Peplum 

Mercy's style is modest, 
she kept it simple with a 
simple peplum gown. You 
can never go wrong with 
peplum. Also, we loved her 
headpiece, a small hat with a 
net veil. 

Bold sleeves 
Be bold and audacious 

l i k e  To k e ,  l o v e d  t h e 
exaggerated sleeves and 
flared pants. It's a classy and 
interesting choice for any 
bride. 

Page 14Friday 26 - Saturday 27 August, 2022  

Court wedding outfit inspiration

Perfect outfit ideas for bridesmaids 



Page 15

h e  b a r  i s  a n Tu n c o nve n t i o n a l 
place to have a date, 

let alone a first date. Dates 
require an intimacy that 
b o i s t e r o u s  l a u g h t e r , 
incessant  cha t te r  and 

ex is pleasurable, feels 

Sfantastic, and brings 
you closer to your 

partner—not to mention 
that regular intimacy is 
beneficial to your health. 
Making love can boost your 
heart function, reduce stress 
and anxiety, and relieve 
aches, among other benefits. 

Unfortunately, several 
s e e m i n g l y  h a r m l e s s 
practices before sex might 
cause issues, destroying your 
otherwise healthy pleasure. 
So if  you're going to get 
physical, here are things to 
avoid. 

Avoid very spicy or 
high-fat content foods 

If  you're planning on 
having sex, keep the hot 
sauce to a minimum. Spicy 
meals, such as curry and 
peppers, can cause acid 
reflux symptoms such as 
heartburn and a burning 
sensation in the throat, 
making it difficult to get in 
form. In addition, you may 
not be able to hold in gases or 
b u r p s  i f  yo u r  b o dy  i s 
sensitive to spicy foods. 

Not only that, but rich, 
fatty foods (think fried 
ch i cken ,  c i t r u s  f r u i t s, 
carbonated drinks, and 
caffeinated beverages) can 
cause heartburn since they're 
difficult for your body to 
digest. 

So, take it easy on your 
stomach. Whole grains 
(think oatmeal and brown 
rice), root vegetables (think 
sweet potatoes and carrots), 
and green vegetables (think 
asparagus, green beans, and 
broccoli) are foods that are 
l e s s  p r o n e  t o  c a u s e 
heartburn. 

Keep the alcohol to a 
bare minimum 

While a few beers may 
get you in the mood, men 
should avoid drinking too 
much alcohol before sex. 
Excessive alcohol intake can 
cause Erectile dysfunction 
(ED) – a condition that 
makes it challenging to get or 
maintain a solid erection to 
do the needful. 

Though a few alcohol-
related episodes may not 
always indicate that you 
h av e  E D,  s u b s t a n t i a l 
drinking regularly might 
lead to long-term issues. 
Always remember that a 

maximum of  two drinks a 
day is considered okay for 
men. 

N eve r  s h ave  r i g h t 
before sex 

Is shaving your lady 
parts your favorite method 
of  grooming? It's not an 
issue, but you should prepare 
ahead of  time. Shaving 
makes the skin around your 
genita ls  easi ly  broken, 
sensitive, and susceptible to 
irritation from sex friction. 

So, shave the day before 
you're going to get intimate 
to reduce your danger. To 
further limit your risks of  
irritation, always use shaving 
cream or gel, shave in the 
direction of  hair growth, and 
finish with a fragrance-free 
moisturizer. 

4 .  S k i p  t a k i n g 
antihistamine 

Do you get a stuffy 
feeling? If  you are going to 
get busy later, you might 
want to skip the cough and 
c o l d  m e d i c i n e.  W h i l e 
antihistamines aid in drying 
runny noses, they aren't the 
only item that will dry up. 
Because these medicines 

cause mucous membranes to 
dry out all over the body, 
women may feel that their 
vaginas are less lubricated. 

If  you need to take 
antihistamine medications, 
keep a water-based lubricant 
handy. Lubing up will ensure 
that you're wet enough down 
there to enjoy yourself. 

5. Avoid skipping the 
foreplay 

Foreplay might assist 
you and your lover in getting 
in the mood if  you have the 
time. Kissing, snuggling, and 
oral stimulation are all 
examples of  foreplay, and 
t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  a r e 
enormous. 

Preparing your genitals 
for intercourse begins with 
foreplay. Increased blood 
flow to the clitoris may cause 
women to become moist, 
while high blood flow to the 
penis may cause males to 
have an erection. It also 
increases your heart rate, 
making  you  fee l  more 
connected to your spouse as 
you grow closer. 

a r g u m e n t s  o v e r  w h o 
finished the tequila salt, all 
found at the bar, hardly 
permit.

H e r e ' s  a  g u i d e  t o 
scoring a second date at the 
bar and turning the bro-

friendly bar vibe into a 
romantic getaway. 

1. Have an exit strategy 
Not the best starting 

place for a successful date 
but sometimes cutting 
losses and leaving before 

any (more) damage is done 
is a success. You stand a 
chance of  making amends 
later. 

Whether it is a fake call 
or the plain cold truth that 
"this is not working", always 
have a gateway strategy. 

2. Nail your order 
The perfect drink will 

help you relax, and nothing 
is more comfortable than 
your regular drink. Don't 
leave your comfort drink to 
impress your date. If  you 
want to try something new, 
go for something you can 
leisurely sip on like a 
cocktail. Keep the meals 
simple and small. If  you are 
having trouble stepping out 
of  your zone... 

3. Ask for help 
Use the bartender and 

wa i t ing  s t a f f  to  your 
advantage. Talking to the 
bartender is also one way to 
break the ice between you 
and your date. Ask for his 
advise on the drinks and 
food pairings. 

The trick is to arrive 
e a r l y  a n d  i n t r o d u c e 
yourself, then later you 
date. If  you explain that 
you ' re  on  a  da te,  the 
barkee p  wi l l  g ive  the 
appropriate treatment and 
space. 

4. Alcohol does not mix 
well with nerves 

Liquid courage will 
take your evening down the 
drain with it. It will make 

you more self-conscious 
and jittery, so instead of  
taking a shot  to calm 
yourself  try this next step. 

5 .  S w i t c h  u p  t h e 
formula 

No matter what you 
think, it is very hard for the 
other person to tell that you 
are nervous, unless you 
have the worst case of  it. 
They are probably nervous 
themselves. If  you can 
admit it, it might help, but 
try mixing up your body 
language to relax. Laugh, 
ask questions and sip your 
drink, you'll avoid the date 
pitfalls of  laughing too 
much, interrogating the 
person or drinking too fast. 

6. Sit on the same side 
Sit side-by-side instead 

of  the classic sitting across 
the table. In proxemics, 
study of  human space 
requirements and impact of  
positions, sitting side-by-
side shows that you are 
facing a similar direction 
working toward the same 
goal. Avoid tables, they 
create physical barriers and 
might feel like an interview. 
According to proxemics, 
sitting at a 120 degree angle 
makes for a successful 
cooperation. 

7. Pick the location and 
night wisely 

Choose a venue that has 
good security and where 
you'll be able to relax. Pick 
out a favourable night out 

of  your week. The bar 
setting is relatively the 
same, but the nights differ 
with the size of  the crowd. 

8. Move away from the 
bar 

Relocate from the bar as 
the evening progresses. It 
c a n  b e  h a r d  t o 
communicate naturally 
with your date, to get to 
know them, when you have 
t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  t h e 
bartender and other people 
are coming and going with 
orders for drinks. 

9. Stay away from your 
phone 

Unless you are showing 
your date pictures, and 
letting them get to know 
you, keep your phone in 
your pocket. Be conscious 
of  the contents and settings 
of  your phone if  you are 
u s i n g  i t  t o  k e e p 
conversation going. You 
d o n ' t  wa n t  t o  h ave  a 
notification preview make 
things awkward. 

10. Don't be a know it 
all 

Make the  night  an 
adventure, reign in the urge 
to point out everything that 
you know, think you know 
or Google what you're not 
sure of...especially on the 
d r i n k s  m e n u .  Re l a x , 
discover and experience the 
evening together. Rather 
than pretend to 'do this all 
t h e  t i m e ' ,  e m b r a c e 
recommendations. 

t's almost as if  men who Icheat get a high off  
shuttling between their 

marital responsibilities and 
extramarital affairs.

For the side-chick, it is 
usually an endless loop of  
promises and empty dreams. 

Men who cheat on their 
wives would always lay 
promises of  leaving their 
wives in order to marry these 
other women. 

Accusations of  being 
terrible in bed, being old and 
fat among other things will be 
thrown around against the 
wife regularly. But guess 
what? They still won't leave 
her. 

Men who cheat on their 
wives always seem to thrive 
on juggling their lives and 
sharing their time between 
their family and their secret 
affair. It is like biting huge 
chunks out of  your cake 
every time and still having it 
right there in full. 

These are reasons why 
cheating married men never 
leave their wife for side chick. 

1. A thing of  image 
Men recognize the high 

standing they have in the 
society as married people and 

they usually do not want to 
lose out on that. Many of  
these cheating men are 
r e s p e c t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  
society's institutions like 
c h u r c h ,  m o s q u e s , 
companies, etc. 

So to leave their wife for 
no reason, just to be with the 
side chick, mistress or sugar 
girl will be the very last thing 
on their minds. 

2. Wives enable them 
With statements like “all 

men cheat” and “it's fine if  he 
cheats so far he respects me 

enough to keep it away from 
me,” many women have 
given men hall passes to cheat 
as they want. 

The bar is set lower when 
women intentionally choose 
to be in the dark concerning 
their husband's sneaky ways. 
And by refusing to hold them 
to the expected standard of  
faithfulness, wives allow 
these men roam, waiting at 
home with open arms for 
whenever they return home. 

And we really can't blame 
women that much actually. 

S o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  s o 
structured in a way that 
makes women believe and 
accept that having a man who 
cheats is better than being 
single at some certain age, or 
worse, being single with kids 
or being divorced. 

3. He loves his wife 
N o w  t h e  i d e a  t h a t 

someone would love his wife 
and cheat on her may sound 
seriously conflicted but it 
does seem to happen. People 
who claim to love their wives 
have been known to have side 

chicks despite a staunch, 
unshakable decision to never 
let go of  the wife no matter 
how good the mistress gets. 

Many times for this kind 
of  man, the side chick is just 
all fun and games and he 
m u s t  h a v e  a l r e a d y 
compartmentalized his mind 
to keep it that way forever. 
He'd rather replace the side-
chick than leave his wife for 
her. 

4. His kids 
Also, married men don't 

leave their wives for side 
chicks because they want 
their children to grow in a 
'functional' and 'complete' 
family. 

5. Why disturb a formula 
that works? 

If  you have been giving 
h i m  s e x  w i t h o u t 
commitment  a l l  a long, 
allowing him the benefit of  
your luscious body before he 
returns to his family at night, 
why would he suddenly want 
to change that? 

N o  o n e  c h a n g e s  a 
working formula. A cheating 
man would always want to 
continue enjoying the best of  
both worlds. Why disrupt 
that? 
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parkling eyes communicate a 

Slot about your health, energy 
and easily convey positive 

emotion. When the Iris is in vivid 
contrast with the white part of  your 
eye (Sclera), your eyes tend to 
sparkle and convey a sense of  
vitality.

Allergies,  poor sleep, and 
environmental conditions can cause 
irritated, dry, red, scratchy eyes, and 
these are less likely to hold a natural 
sparkle. Not just the tissue inside 
your eyes, but the outer skin around 
the eyes plays an important role in 
eye health. 

Here are 10 remedies to help 
you keep your eyes  looking 
youthful, bright and healthy. 

1. Green tea bags 
Put green tea bags on your 

eyelids to reduce irritation from 
swelling and puffiness. 

Dip the tea bags in hot water and 
then let  them cool.  You can 
refrigerate for about 15 minutes. 
Once they are cool, lie on your back, 
close your eyes and place them on 
your eyelids for 10 minutes. 

According to a study done in 
2011, green tea is rich in a nutrient 
called Epigallocatechin Gallate 
(EGCG) that has antioxidant and 
anti-inflammatory effects on the 
cells of  the cornea. 

However, talk to your doctor to 
make sure it is safe for you. Rose 
water also has ant-inflammatory 
e f f e c t s  f o r  a  va r i e t y  o f  e ye 
conditions, according to a review 
from TrustedSource medical. 

3. Cold compress 

Soak a small washcloth in cold 
water. Hold it over your eyes for 10 
minutes to stave off  inflammation, 
puffiness and swelling. 

4. Eye massage 
A quick massage around the eyes 

improves drainage of  the lymph and 
blood circulation. 

Use you index and middle 
fingers and gently tap the tips in a 
circle around your eyes.

Start from the eyebrows towards 
the temples then down along the top 
of  the cheekbones towards the 
bridge of  the nose.

Do this three times
After this motion, take your 

middle fingers and press them 
upward to either side of  the nose till 
they are below the brow bone.

Then use your middle fingers to 

press inward toward the nose just 
under the tear ducts.

Repeat the massage for 40 
seconds and avoid rubbing your 
skin. 

5. Eye breaks 
Take 20 minutes breaks from 

visual concentration like reading or 
using a computer screen. Visual 
focusing on one zone induces dry, 
tired and irritated eyes, 

During the break, close your 
eyes. Try blinking quickly for a few 
seconds to spread out the natural 
tears over the eye surface. 

6. Cucumber 
Cut off  two slices of  cucumber, 

each with half-inch thickness. Lie on 
your back and place a slice on each 
eye for about 15 minutes. Cucumber 
has strong antioxidant juice and 
vitamin C to refresh the skin around 
the eyes. 

7. Quality sleep 
Good quality sleep has overall 

health benefits and one of  them is 
giving the eyes enough rest from 
visual stimulation. Aim for seven to 
nine hours of  sleep. 

Sleep deprivation aggravates 
other issues like the effects of  
artificial light from electronic 
devices and accumulates fluid under 
the eyes. 

8. Eye protection 
Shield your eyes from the sun 

with a good and comfortable pair of  
glasses with ultraviolet protection 
(UV). This will help you prevent 
dryness from hot wind and dry air. 
They also prevent sunburn on the 
eyelids and the delicate skin under 
the eyes. 

9. Salty foods 
Consuming too much salt 

(sodium) makes the body retain high 
volumes of  water. Water retention 
leads to puffiness around the eyes. 

10. Hydration 
Aim for eight glasses of  water 

per day in warm weather and when 
you are physically active. It boosts 
eye lubrication. 

2. Rose water 
Apply a few drops of  rose water 

using an eyedropper, or soak a 
cotton ball in the water and dab it on 
your eyelids. 

Rose water is available at health 
food stores and organic retailers. 

 Nutrition Manager with 

Athe UN Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), Kano Field 

O f f i c e,  E l h a j i  D i o p,  s ay s 
maternal breastfeeding decreases 
risk of  breast cancer.

Diop disclosed this at the 
launching of  "Stronger with 
Breast Milk Only” Campaign as 
part of  the celebration of  2022 
World Breastfeeding Week held 
in Mashi Local Government 
Area (LGA) of  Katsina State. 

According to him, it also 
decreases the risk of  ovarian 
cancer, postpartum depression, 
hypertension, cardiovascular 
disease, and type-2 diabetes 
mellitus. 

He explained that infants 
who were breastfed, had a 
d e c r e a s e d  r i s k  o f  a t o p i c 
dermatitis and gastroenteritis 
and possessed a higher IQ later in 
life. 

“Breastfeeding as we know 
plays an important role in 
managing malnutrition.” 

He said It provided food 
security and reduced inequality, 
and It was the single most 
powerful means to fight poverty 
and disease. 

“Despite the compelling 
evidence that breastfeeding 
contributes substantially to 
improve child survival and 
development, key messages have 
not reached communities. 

“And the overall nutritional 
status of  children in Katsina State 
has only slightly improved over 

the last decade.” 
The UN nutritionist said the 

s ta te  was  s t i l l  among  the 
country's highest child mortality 
rates, stunting prevalence as well 
as some of  the lowest rates of  
many recommended infant and 
Young Child Feeding (IYCF) 
practices. 

“For instance, according to 
the recently launched 2021 MICS 
survey, exclusive breastfeeding 
rate in the state is 21.3 per cent, 
far below the national rate of  34 
per cent. 

“This means that only two 
out of  10 babies are exclusively 
breastfed in Katsina State.” Diop 
disclosed. 

He added that breastfeeding 
benefitted the state by helping 
lower health care costs, increase 
educational attainment and 
ultimately boost productivity. 

“There is evidence today that 
eve r y  N 1 , 0 0 0  i nve s t e d  i n 
s u p p o r t i n g  o p t i m a l 
breastfeeding, can generate an 
estimated N35,000 in economic 
returns for Nigeria. 

“There is no doubt that 
breastfeeding is essential to the 
attainment of  the SDGs in the 
countr y,  and the Nigerian 
children hold the great future of  
this country.” 

He said the best legacy for a 
Katsina State of  our dreams was 
to invest in interventions that 
promoted, protected and acted 
for the 3Es of  breastfeeding. 

Diop said to ensure that the 

e f f o r t s  w e r e  s t e p p e d  u p, 
UNICEF was calling upon 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r 
stakeholders in the health and 
allied sectors to step up and 
support breastfeeding. 

gbo Jedi Jedi is usually sold Ain its crude and unprocessed 
form.

Agbo Jedi Jedi is a herbal 
concoction used to treat a disease 
commonly known as Jedi Jedi. 

Jedi Jedi is called 'the running' in 
G h a n a  a n d  h a s  d i f f e r e n t 
connotations in other African 
countries. 

The symptoms of Jedi Jedi are 
haemorrhoids which are swollen 
veins in the anus and lower rectum, 
diarrhoea, and anal fissures, a tear 
in the anus when hard faeces pass 
through it. 

Agbo Jedi Jedi is gotten from 
scented leaves, grapefruit, juice 
extracts, bitter leaf, sorghum leaves, 
naphthalene tablets, and garlic. 

World Health Organization and 
even the Nigerian government 
encourage herbal mixtures to treat 
Jedi Jedi and other diseases. 

However, the fact that certain 
ingredients used to manufacture 
d r u g s  a r e  n a t u ra l  d o e s  n o t 
guarantee their safety for use. 

Most of the time, Agbo Jedi Jedi 
i s  h a w ke d  i n  i t s  c r u d e  a n d 
unprocessed form on the streets or 

sold in the market. 
National Agency for Food and 

Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) has encouraged that 
these drugs should be sold in 
refined, processed packages. 

They are encouraged to list the 
constituents of these drugs so that 
the public can be informed about 
what they are taking in. 

These Agbo Jedi Jedi bought on 
the streets are unsafe. They do not 
have NAFDAC numbers and are sold 
in their raw and unprocessed forms. 

Some studies have associated 
acute renal failure (kidney failure) 
and liver failure with the use of Agbo 

Jedi Jedi and traditional medicine. 
Sometimes Agbo Jedi Jedi is 

adulterated with heavy toxic metals, 
orthodox or pharmaceutical drugs 
and contaminated with microbes. 

Another issue is the lack of 
appropriate doses and dosages, so a 
person does not know when they 
have taken an overdose. 

It has proven to be harmful for 
pregnant women and they must at 
all cost avoid it. 

One must be careful with its 
use, despite how older family 
members seem to encourage it. 

Tips for treating your eyes to make them sparkle

Breastfeeding reduces risk of breast
cancer, hypertension – Nutritionist 

The dangers of using Agbo Jedi Jedi 
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A
frican states are increas-
ingly acquiring Turkish 
drones to fight armed 
groups after they proved 

to be effective in various conflicts 
around the world, writes analyst 
Paul Melly.

As Ukraine stepped up its initial 
fightback against Russia’s invasion, 
and long before Western heavy ar-
tillery and rocket launchers started 
to arrive, there was one weapon that 
the Kyiv government could already 
deploy - the Bayraktar TB2 drone.

This Turkish-made weapon had 
already proved its effectiveness in 
helping Azerbaijan defeat Arme-
nian armoured forces and snatch 
back extensive territory in the Na-
gorno-Karabakh war of  2020.

But admirers of  the drone’s capa-
bilities are not confined to eastern 
Europe and the Caucasus.

Recent weeks have seen a consign-
ment of  Bayraktar TB2s delivered 
to the West African state of  Togo, 
which is struggling to curb the in-
filtration of  jihadist fighters moving 
south from Burkina Faso.

While in May, Niger acquired 
half  a dozen of  these versatile and 
affordable drones for its military op-
erations against insurgent groups in 
the Sahel region south of  the Sahara 
Desert, and around Lake Chad.

Other African customers have 
included Ethiopia, Morocco and 
Tunisia, while Angola has also ex-
pressed interest.

But the first to use these potent 
surveillance and strike weapons on 
the continent may well have been 
the UN-recognised government in 
Libya - where whey were spotted as 
early as 2019 and may have helped 
Tripoli’s forces hold off  eastern re-
bels.

For African buyers, especially 
poorer countries, drones provide 
the chance to develop significant air 
power without the vast cost in equip-
ment and years of  elite training re-
quired to develop a conventional air 
strike force of  manned jets. This is 
a particular attraction for states such 
as Niger and Togo.

They face the complex challenge 
of  curbing highly motivated and 
mobile bands of  Islamist militants, 
camping out in the bush and mov-
ing quickly through the scrubby 
terrain of  the Sahel by motorbike to 
stage ambushes and surprise attacks 
on isolated army and gendarmerie 
posts, border crossings and civilian 
communities.

Niger’s army has been grappling 
with this problem for years, fighting 
militants in the tri-border region, 
where the country meets Burkina 
Faso and Mali, just a few hours’ 
drive from the capital, Niamey.

Government troops are also en-
gaged in an arduous campaign to 
protect the far south-east from at-
tacks by Boko Haram and Islamic 
State West Africa Province (Iswap).

But for Togo, the direct reality of  
the jihadist threat is a relatively new 
and hugely worrying experience.

For most of  the past decade the 
activities of  the militant groups were 
confined to the central Sahel - Mali, 

Burkina Faso and Niger - and main-
ly in areas relatively distant from 
their borders with coastal countries 
such as Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo 
and Benin.

But more recently the picture 
has begun to change, as the armed 
groups extended their reach across 
much of  Burkina Faso, and into ru-
ral areas along the border with these 
four states.

By late 2019 security forces were 
detecting signs of  militant infiltra-
tion into northern Togo.

Initially the fighters were just hid-
ing out for rest and recuperation, 
but the government in Lomé, like 
its counterparts across coastal West 
Africa, was already concerned that 
the threat could grow.

Neighbouring Ivory Coast had 
suffered a jihadist attack on the 
resort of  Grand Bassam in 2016, 
which left 19 dead, and then attacks 
and clashes with security forces in 
the north-east in 2020.

And a local wildlife guide died 
when militants kidnapped two 
French tourists in the Pendjari na-
tional park in Benin. Two French 
troops were later killed in a fire-
fight when the tourists were rescued 
across the border in Burkina Faso.

The first direct raid on Togo itself, 
at Sanloanga, came last November. 
Then before dawn on 11 May, doz-
ens of  militants attacked an army 
outpost at Kpék-pakandi, near Bur-
kina Faso, leaving eight soldiers 
dead and 13 wounded.

The troops fought back, killing 
some assailants. The next month 
the government decreed a state of  
emergency in Savanes, Togo’s north-
ern-most region.

But that has not been enough to 
deter the jihadists now operating 
in the frontier zone and thought to 
be affiliated to Jama’a Nusrat ul-Is-
lam wa al-Muslimin, the main alli-

Why African countries are buying
Turkish drones

 A Turkish drone on display.

ance of  Mali-based Islamist armed 
groups. Two soldiers were killed in 
another incident in July.

President Faure Gnassingbé has 
toured the area in an effort to bolster 
morale. But some badly shaken lo-
cals have been abandoning their vil-
lages - a phenomenon already seen 
in other parts of  the Sahel afflicted 
by militant violence.

The regime used to monopolising 
power for decades has even felt the 
need to invite opposition parties for 
talks about developing a united na-
tional strategy to cope with the mil-
itant threat.

But ultimately, direct military 
force will have to play a role. And 
that is where the Turkish drones 
come in, providing Togo - like Niger 
- with its own national aerial surveil-
lance capacity to try to spot bands 
of  militant fighters and, potentially, 
strike against them.

The use of  drones is not new to 
the Sahel. Both France and the US 
have drone bases in Niger, operating 
in support of  the government’s secu-
rity strategy.

For larger powers such as Ethio-
pia - where the federal government 
has been battling the Tigray People’s 

Liberation Front - drones are a valu-
able tool for expanding overall mili-
tary capacity.

But there are risks, just as with 
manned aircraft. By January, aid 
workers were reporting that drones 
had killed more than 300 civilians in 
Ethiopia’s Tigray conflict.

And the Togolese military have 
admitted killing seven young ci-
vilians in error, after an aircraft - 
whether manned or unmanned is 
unclear - thought they were a group 
of  militants and launched a strike on 
9-10 July.

Why India made a U-turn on free trade deals

A
fter a decade of  scepti-
cism over free trade deals, 
India has been signing a 
bevy of  new agreements 

with a number of  countries to re-
duce trade barriers, eliminate tariffs 
and gain preferential access to global 
markets.

Earlier this year, the country 
brought into force a comprehensive 
economic partnership with the UAE 
and signed an ambitious trade pact 
with Australia, committing to reduce 
tariffs by 85%. Advanced negotia-
tions are also under way to sign free 
trade agreements (FTAs) with the 
UK and the EU.

These deals are expected to cov-
er a range of  products and services 
from textiles to alcohol, automobiles, 
pharmaceuticals as well as subjects 
like labour movement, intellectual 
property enforcement and data pro-
tection.

Indian and UK officials are work-
ing “intensively” to conclude a “ma-
jority of  talks on a comprehensive 
and balanced FTA by the end of  Oc-
tober 2022”, the UK said in a state-
ment last week.

The re-launch of  FTA negotiations 
with the EU after a protracted wait 
was reflective of  a “new India which 
wishes to engage with the developed 
world as friends, from a position of  
fairness”, India’s Trade Minister Pi-
yush Goyal said last month.

This renewed zeal marks a sharp 
departure from India’s trepidation 
about trade liberalisation over much 
of  the last decade.

In 2019, India famously pulled out 
of  the Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP), touted 
to be the world’s largest trade agree-
ment between China and 14 other 
Asian countries, after being part of  
the negotiations for seven years.

Delhi was concerned that the 
agreement would reduce duties on 
imported goods by 80-90%, and fur-
ther widen India’s large trade imbal-
ance with China, exposing domestic 
producers to greater foreign compe-
tition.

The government’s assessment of  
India’s existing FTAs and preferen-
tial trade pacts isn’t favourable either.

According to NITI Aayog, the 
public policy think tank of  India, 

while bilateral trade with partner 
countries like Japan, South Korea 
and the ASEAN region increased fol-
lowing the signing of  trade deals, im-
ports rose more sharply than exports, 
leading to “unfavourable gains” to 
India’s trade partners.

Which is why India’s approach 
this time is to achieve a “fair and bal-
anced” FTA with complementary 
economies, focused less on competi-
tion and more on collaboration, ac-
cording to Mr Goyal.

But achieving this balance might be 
easier said than done.

In Akluj in Maharashtra state in 
western India, Fratelli, one of  India’s 
biggest winemakers, has been produc-
ing wine for the last 15 years.

Gaurav Sekhri, who co-founded 
the brand, says the company has been 
growing at 30-40% over the last cou-
ple of  years, as Indians start to devel-
op a taste for wine.

But as India fast-tracks free-trade 
negotiations with countries like the 
UK and the EU, he’s worried about 
more competition from cheaper, im-
ported brands, just as the sector is on 
the cusp of  maturing.



Foreign News

News Echo   Friday 26 - Saturday 27 August, 2022                                         Page  18

A
s Ukrainians marked 
the 31st anniversary 
of  their country’s 
break from the Sovi-

et Union with a somber parade 
in Kyiv on Wednesday, Russia 
launched a deadly missile at-
tack on a train station in a town 
300 miles southeast, killing at 
least 22 and wounding dozens 
more, officials said.

The strike rocked Chap-
lyne, population 3,700, after 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky had warned days 
earlier that Russia could be 
plotting “something particu-
larly cruel” this week to spoil 
Ukraine’s Independence Day, 
the country’s highest national 
holiday. Details on the bomb-
ing were still coming into focus 
late that evening, but Zelensky 
and one of  his deputies said 
four rockets hit the station, 
damaging a utility building and 
destroying rail cars.

 “Chaplyne is our pain today,” 
Zelensky said in his evening 
address, promising retribution 
for Russia. “We will definite-
ly make the occupiers bear re-
sponsibility for everything they 
have done. And we will certain-
ly drive the invaders out of  our 
land.”

Ukraine had been bracing for 
strikes in the capital and oth-
er major cities on Wednesday, 
which was also the six-month 
anniversary of  Russia’s inva-
sion. The contours of  the con-
flict have changed drastically 

since Feb. 24, when Moscow’s 
troops stormed into the country 
expecting to depose the govern-
ment in short order. Instead, 
the war has become a costly, 
grinding affair full of  momen-
tum swings as Kyiv has galva-
nized international support and 
attracted unprecedented weap-
ons aid from Western countries.

And while the assault on 
Chaplyne, in a rural part of  the 
Dnipropetrovsk region, was a 
disaster on a smaller scale than 
those initial fears, the death 
toll was substantial - one of  
the deadliest single attacks on 
a civilian site in recent weeks. 
It also underscored Russia’s 
targeting of  transportation in-
frastructure, a strategy ostensi-
bly meant to disrupt weapons 
supply routes but that has also 
killed scores of  bystanders.

The April shelling of  a train 
station in the Donetsk oblast 
city of  Kramatorsk left at least 
50 dead and injured nearly 100, 
turning the transit hub into a 
scene of  carnage and chaos.

News of  the Chaplyne strikes 
surfaced shortly before Zelen-
sky was scheduled to appear vir-
tually at a meeting of  the U.N. 
Security Council. Addressing 
the room full of  diplomats, in-
cluding representatives from 
Russia, Zelensky denounced 
the latest round of  shelling.

“This is our life every day,” 
he said. “This is how Russia got 
prepared for this U.N. session.”

On Independence Day, 

Zelensky vows retribution for Russia after
22 die in Independence Day strike

A house destroyed by a Russian military strike in Chaplyne, Ukraine, on Wednesday.

President-elect, Ruto expected at Saka-
ja swearing-in as Nairobi governor

P
resident-elect William 
Ruto is expected at the 
Kenyatta Internation-
al Convention Centre 

(KICC) for the Swearing in of  
Nairobi governor elect Johnson 
Sakaja.

Ruto is among the guests ex-
pected to grace the swearing in 
ceremony

All the 17 elected Nairobi 
Members of  Parliament , 84 
Members of  the County As-
sembly , Senator and Woman 
Representative will also be in 
attendance.

Outgoing Speaker Benson 
Mutura will also be expected to 
attend the event.

The Assumption of  the Office 
of  Governor has said prepara-

tions for the ceremony are com-
plete and assured residents that 
the transition from the Anne 
Kananu administration will be 
smooth.

The Swearing-in ceremony 
will be held between 10 am and 
2 pm at the Kenyatta Interna-
tional Convention Centre be-
cause Uhuru Park, which has 
hosted previous ceremonies, is 
undergoing a significant facelift.

Second-term governors like 
Kisumu’s Ayang Nyongo and 
Nyeri’s Mutahi Wahiga exuded 
confidence in improving service 
delivery.

Chief  Justice Martha Koome 
has already appointed judges 
to preside over the swearing-in 
ceremonies.

There will not be such cer-
emonies in Mombasa and 
Kakamega counties after the 
IEBC moved governor elections 
to Monday.

Ukraine celebrates statehood 
Putin failed to destroy

Search and rescue crews were 
still sifting the rubble at the 
train station late Wednesday 
evening, and Zelensky said the 
death toll could rise. The pres-
ident initially said 50 people 
were injured, but a later assess-
ment from the deputy head of  
his office, Kirill Timoshenko, 
put the number around two 
dozen.

Timoshenko said an earlier 

strike on the town leveled a resi-
dent’s home, trapping a woman 
and two children beneath the 
wreckage. One of  the children, 
an 11-year-old boy, was killed, 
he said.

The four rockets that landed 
at the train station hours later 
set fire to five passenger cars, 
Timoshenko said. Photographs 
posted to social media by the 
Ukrainian military showed 
trains charred and twisted, 
nearby automobiles blown 

apart, and buildings reduced to 
bricks and broken timber.

In Kyiv, authorities banned 
mass gatherings and the sounds 
of  air raid sirens were heard 
throughout. Communities 
around Dnipro and in the east-
ern Donbas region reported 
strikes throughout the day.

But Zelensky remained defi-
ant, pledging in his address late 
that evening that Ukrainians 
“will make our way to victory.” 

Mr. Ruto, Kenyan President-elect.



s r a e l  A d e s a n y a ' s Imanager, Tim Simpson 
b e l i e v e s  t h e  U F C 

middleweight champion is 
ready to make the move up to 
the heavyweight division of  
the sport. 

“He's mentioned he 
wants to go back up to 205. 
Obviously, the last time he 
came up short. But I think he 
would be very comfortable 
in that division again if  that's 
what  he wants  to do,” 
Simpson told MMA Junkie. 

“It's really up to him and 
E u g e n e  [ B a r e m a n , 
Adesanya's head coach at 
City Kickboxing] on the 

aulo Dybala will Pl e a d  t h e  R o m a 
charge on Saturday 

as the team seek to build on 
a perfect Serie A start when 
he returns to Juventus, the 
ground he last left in tears.

Roma travel to Turin 
following two single-goal 
wins from matches with 
Salernitana and Cremonese 
but with some of  their pre-
season optimism deflated 
by injuries to Georginio 
Wijnaldum and Nicolo 
Zaniolo.

Z a n i o l o  h a s  b e e n 
Roma's most impressive 

hree-time African Tc h a m p i o n s ,  t h e 
S u p e r  E a g l e s  o f  

Nigeria maintained the same 
position in the latest monthly 
ranking released by the 
Federation of  International 
Football Association (FIFA) 
on Thursday morning.

The Super Eagles, who 
were not in action in August, 
remain in 31st position.

intracht Frankfurt Egoalkeeper, Kevin 
Trapp has revealed 

he has turned down an 
approach from Manchester 
United.

The Premier League 
club had been linked with 
the Germany international 
as they look to provide cover 
and increase competition 
for first-choice David De 
Gea.

Reports suggested the 
Europa League winners 
valued the 32-year-old at 
around £21million but, after 
consideration, Trapp has 
decided not to move.

In a message posted on 

season,  a  compet i t ion 
United missed out on.

T r a p p  r e j o i n e d 
Eintracht four years ago 
after a spell at Paris St 
Germain.

United, who allowed 
Dean Henderson to join 
Nottingham Forest on loan, 
have also been linked with 
Newcas t l e  goa lkee pe r 
Martin Dubravka after the 
Slovakian did not feature in 
the Magpies' Carabao Cup 
t i e  a t  T r a n m e r e  o n 
Wednesday.

the club's Twitter account, 
Trapp said: “There have 
been a lot of  reports about 
interest from Manchester 
United.

“It's true that a written 
offer was tabled. Since it 
came from such a world-
famous club, of  course I 
considered it.

“Yesterday I informed 
the management of  both 
clubs that I've decided to 
stay at Eintracht. We've 
made history here together 
and experienced some 
unforgettable things. I have 
absolute faith in us!”

Eintracht will play in 
the Champions League this 

Jose Peseiro's side also 
retained their fourth position 
in Africa.

The Terangha Lions of  
Senegal occupy the top spot 
on the continent with the 
Atlas Lions of  Morocco and 
Carthage Eagles of  Tunisia 
in second and third positions 
respectively.

There were no changes 
in the top 10 in the world as 

Brazil, Belgium, Argentina, 
France, England, Spain, 
Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, 
and Denmark maintained 
their spots.

The Super Eagles will be 
in  ac t ion  on  Tuesday, 
September 27 when they 
take on the Desert Foxes of  
Algeria in a friendly at the 
Miloud Hadefi Stadium, 
Oran.

performer in their opening 
two matches but after the 
Italy international suffered 
a dislocated shoulder on 
Monday the onus will be on 
star signing Dybala to strike 
a blow against his former 
club, who let him go in the 
summer.

The Argentina forward 
was in bits as he said 
goodbye to Juventus fans 
back in May, sitting on the 
Allianz Stadium pitch with 
Dusan Vlahovic well after 
the fans had gone home and 
pondering his future after 
management decided to 

end his seven-year spell at 
Italy's biggest club.

P r o t r a c t e d 
negotiations over a contract 
renewal ended with Juve 
pulling out of  a verbal 
agreement to increase his 
salary to eight million euros 
plus bonuses, considered 
too expensive by the club 
hierarchy.

The 28-year-old was 
tipped to join Juve's biggest 
rivals Inter Milan for most 
of  the summer but after they 
signed Romelu Lukaku the 
deal became impossible to 
do for a club who are 
a t t empt ing  the  t r i cky 
balancing act of  cutting 

costs while still remaining 
competitive.

So in swooped Roma 
for possibly the best value 
dea l  o f  the  European 
transfer window, the capital 
club and in particular Jose 
Mourinho convincing a 
proven performer to take a 
fraction of  what he was 
asking Juve in order to play 
for a team on the up.

ccording to Turkish 

Apublication, Sporx, 
Galatasaray have 

made one last attempt at 
signing Nigerian forward 
Anthony Nwakaeme. 

Nwakaeme has been 
without a club since leaving 
Trabzonspor at the end of  
last season following the 
expiration of  his contract. 

The 33-year-old became 
fans' favourites after playing 
a major role in guiding the 
Black Sea Storm to their 
first Super Lig title in three 
decades. 

The Nigerian forward 
wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
effective players in the 
Turkish elite division last 
season, contributing 13 
goals and ten assists in 30 
games. 

Despite his popularity 
among the club faithful, the 

Super Lig champions were 
unwilling to meet the one-
cap Super Eagles forward 
financial demands, forcing 
him to leave as a free agent. 

Since becoming a free 
agent, Fernabache and 
Galatasaray have emerged 
as the leading candidates for 
his signature. 

However, Galatasaray's 
poor return in front of  goal 
so far this season has forced 
the club to reignite their 
interest in Nwakaeme and is 
hoping to convince the 
striker to accept their offer 
to join the club.

Gala have not had a 
breakthrough in talks with 
N w a k a e m e ,  d e s p i t e 
repeated attempts to secure 
his signature and have 
therefore offered what is 
believed to be their last offer 

for the player. 
“ G a l a t a s a r ay  h ave 

offered a one plus one year 
contract for the successful 
player €1.1m a year,” the 
website wrote. 

“If  the Nwakaeme front 
accepts the last proposal 
a n d  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t 
decides on the transfer of  
N w a k a e m e ,  t h e  s t a r 
footballer will officially 
wear the Yellow-Red jersey. 
In case of  a counter offer, 
t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r e 
expected to be concluded 
negatively.” 

Nwakaeme, who joined 
Trabzonspor in 2018, was a 
key player of  the club, 
making 145 appearances in 
a l l  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a n d 
chipping in an impressive 47 
goals and 40 assists. 

athletic side. But I think he 
has business he wants to 
attend to at 185 first. He says 
he wants to fight everybody 
of  his era in that weight class, 
which he almost has done. 

“He wants to go down as 
the greatest of  all time in that 
d i v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e ' s 
opportunity to stay there and 
keep fighting. But the door's 
open to light heavyweight, 
even heavyweight. He's had 
success at heavyweight in 
kickboxing, too.” 

However, before making 
such a move, Adesanya has 
to get through Alex Pereira 
at UFC 281. Back when 

Adesanya was fighting for 
glory kickboxing, he lost to 
Pereira, twice. The second 
loss  was a  devastat ing 
knockout, and Adesanya's 
last before he moved into 
M M A .  T i m  S i m p s o n 
believes that Adesanya is at 
peace with those losses. 

“I believe him when he 
said he made peace with 
what happened,” Simpson 
said 

“It's easy to be frustrated 
with the way the second one 
ended. When you watch the 
first fight, he won the first 
f ight.  I t  was a ter rible 
decision. He won that fight 

the first time.
“Then the second one, 

he won Round 1, a 10-8 in 
Round 2, he was winning 
Round 3 and got caught – 
fair play to Alex. I think in 
his heart, it's not like, 'That 
guy's better than me.' He did 
lose both fights, but I don't 
feel there's a chip on his 
shoulder about this guy. 

“He wants to settle it, 

certainly shut some mouths, 

but it's not something that's 

been eating at him for years, 

like, 'I've got to get Pereira 

back.' He was happy never 

fighting Pereira.” 

Friday 26 - Saturday 27 August, 2022  

Adesanya ready to make heavyweight move – Manager

Serie A: Dybala aiming to avoid tears on Juve
return with Roma

Super Eagles maintain 31st position
in latest FIFA ranking

Kevin Trapp shuns Man United move

Galatasaray table final offer for
Nwakaeme

Adesanya

NwakaemeTrapp
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e s t  Ham have 

Wmade a bid worth 
€40m (£33.75m) 

for Lyon midfielder, Lucas 
Paqueta.

The player's agents are in 
L o n d o n  a n d  w a n t  t o 
conclude a deal  with a 
Premier League club before 
the end of  the window. Talks 
are continuing between the 
clubs.

Paqueta, who played in 
the Europa League last 
season against West Ham, 
has three years left on his 
Lyon contract.

Meanwhile, talks are 
continuing with Club Brugge 
over the signing of  Belgium 
midfielder Hans Vanaken.

A gap in valuation still 
exists. Vanaken, who turns 30 
on Wednesday, wants to 
come but West Ham are 
prepared to walk away from 
the deal if  the asking price 
doesn't come down.

We s t  H a m  a r e  a l s o 
looking at other options 
including Atalanta's Ruslan 
Malinovskyi. The Hammers 
are keeping an eye on Conor 

Gal lagher ' s  s i tuat ion a t 
Chelsea. If  he is allowed to 
leave, West Ham are very 
interested in doing a deal.

D a v i d  M o y e s  i s 
determined to strengthen his 

eicester City boss, LBrendan Rodgers has 
ruled Wesley Fofana 

o u t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  f o r 
Saturday's Premier League 
fixture with Chelsea.

For a number of  weeks, 
the Blues have been chasing 
the defender as they bid to 
strengthen their backline with 
a player who can play on the 
right-hand side of  the defence.

However, the Foxes have 
taken the decision to reject a 
number of  bids, the latest 
allegedly somewhere in the 
region of  £70m.

Although the 21-year-old 
featured during Leicester's 
opening two Premier League 
fixtures of  the season, he was 
left out of  the squad for the 
game with Southampton last 
weekend.

At the time, Rodgers 
acknowledged that the club's 
most prized asset was 'not in 
the right frame of  mind' to 
participate in a top-flight 
fixture.

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e 
Northern Irishman has now 
confirmed that Fofana will 
play no part of  the game 
against a club that he allegedly 

wants to join within the next 
week.

Speaking to reporters at a 
press conference, Rodgers 
said: “He won't be available 
for the weekend. He has 
trained with our Under-21 
squad.

W h e n  q u i z z e d  o n 
whether he expects Chelsea to 
make another approach for 
Fofana, Rodgers added: “I'm 
n o t  s u r e .  I t ' s  n o t  m y 
concentration.

“I  can' t  lose energy 
thinking so much about it. It'll 
be between the clubs. We have 
to continue to work with what 
we have.”

I f  C h e l s e a  d o  n o t 
improve their proposal over 
the coming days, Leicester 
may be faced with a situation 
where they have to reintegrate 
an unsettled player back into 
the first-team squad.

However, Rodgers feels 
that there may be a way back 

for Fofana, saying: “For me, 
i t ' s  a l w a y s  a b o u t  t h e 
commitment and when the 
players are ready to commit to 
the ethos of  the team.

“If  they're not in the right 
frame of  mind, we have to 
move on. The window will 
shut and then things will 
become clearer.”

Le ices te r  head  in to 
Saturday's game sitting in 
19th position in the Premier 
League standings with only 
winless West Ham United 
below them.

h e  F a l c o n e t s Treturned to Nigeria 
in the early hours of  

Thursday following their 
ouster from the 2022 FIFA 
U-20 Women's World Cup.

Secretary General of  the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), Mohamed Sanusi 
and representative of  the 
Minister of  Youth and 
Spor t s,  Toy in  Ib i toye 
received the team on arrival 
at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
Inter national  Air por t , 
Abuja.

The players and their 
o f f i c ia l s  had  a  to r r id 
experience as they were 
stranded at the Istanbul 
Airport for 24 hours as a 
result of  their inability to 
secure transit visas.

They were also delayed 
for more than three hours in 
Bogota, Colombia and one 
hour in Panama.

The Falconets lost 2-1 to 
the Netherlands in their 

anchester United Mm i d f i e l d e r , 
C a s e m i r o  i s 

making it a priority to learn 
English.

The signing from Real 
Madrid says knowing the 
local language is important.

Casemiro said, “My wife 
speaks English, and my 
seven-year-old daughter and 
one-year-old son almost 

speak better English than me. I 
really apologise to the fans that 
I don't know the language, but 
I intend to take lessons and 
learn it as soon as possible.

“I want to learn and 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h 
culture, and of  course I also 
want to be able to talk to my 
friends, teammates and the 
coaching staff.

“It means a lot to me that 
they can see that I want to be 
part of  the group.”

quarter-final fixture at 
Costa Rica 2022.

Chris Danjuma's side 
won all their group games 
against  France,  Korea 
Republic and Canada in the 
competition.

squad after speaking of  his 
frustrations in the transfer 
market, with his side currently 
bottom of  the Premier League 
after three defeats in their 
opening three games.

igeria's contigent to 

NS u n d a y ' s  7 t h 
Afr ican Nations 

Championship qualifying 
match against Ghana will 
storm the city of  Cape Coast 
on Friday.

Head Coach, Salisu 
Yusuf  and his assistants have 
been working on 34 invited 
players for the past few 
weeks, and a final list of  22 
players for the trip and for the 
retur n leg in Abuja on 
Saturday next week will be 
released just before the squad 
jets out on Friday morning.

Sunday's clash will take 
place at the Cape Coast 

Stadium, starting from 4pm 
Ghana time (5pm Nigeria 
time).

The Confederation of  
African Football has picked 
Beninoise officials to take 
charge of  the encounter, with 
I ssa  Mouhamed as  the 
referee. His compatriots Eric 
Ulrich Ayimavo will be 
assistant referee 1, with 
Koudogbo Kougbemede as 
ass i s tant  re feree  2  and 
Tanisla Ahomlanto as fourth 
official.

The return leg will hold 
at the MKO Abiola National 
Stadium, Abuja on Saturday, 
3rd September.

It is their worst start to a 
season for 51 years and they 
are also the only team in all 
four divisions yet to score a 
goal.

West Ham table £33.75m bid for Lyon’s Lucas Paqueta

U-20 WWC: Falconets arrive Abuja
from Costa Rica

It's important I learn
how to speak English
– Casemiro

Rodgers confirms Fofana absence
against Chelsea

Algeria 2023: Eagles B off
to Cape Coast on Friday

Fofana

Paqueta

Casemiro


