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Royal father cries out as cult groups 
clash in Olokoro
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& 
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he traditional ruler 
of  Uzi autonomous 
community of  Oloko-

ro, Umuahia South LGA of  
Abia State, HRH Eze Cyril 
Ogbenna has condemned 
the resurgence of  cult and 
other criminal activities in 
some  parts of  Olokoro. Eze 
Ogbenna made the condem-
nation in Umuahia while re-
acting to a clash between two 
suspected rival cult groups 
at Ahiaukwu Olokoro, the 
traditional market square 
of  Olokoro while Iri festival 
was being celebrated in some 
parts the vast community. 
During the cult clash, blasts 
of  guns were  fired by mem-
bers of  the rival cult groups 
while other dangerous weap-
ons like axe were also bran-
dished by the rampaging 
groups at Ahiaukwu and 
its environs. Some natives, 
according to an indigene of  
Olokoro, who were injured 
by stray bullets from the guns 
of  the unidentified groups 
and are now receiving treat-
ment at undisclosed hospi-
tals. Some traders at Ahiauk-
wu market complained that 
some of  their goods were 
crushed as people attempted 
to escape from the commo-
tion.

Reacting to the ugly in-
cident, the traditional ruler 
of  Uzi which is  one of  the 
autonomous communities in 
the clan, HRH Eze Cyril Og-
benna blamed the resurgence 
of  insecurity in the area on 
the failure of  traditional rul-
ers of  Olokoro to speak with 
one voice against criminality.

According to Eze Ogben-
na, some traditional rulers 
in Olokoro were allegedly 
paying lip service to the men-
ace of  insecurity in parts of  
Olokoro land, because of  
their selfish interests.

Eze Ogbenna called for 
a united front among tradi-
tional rulers in all commu-

nities that make up Olokoro, 
adding that the royal fathers 
should be on same page with 
the Police, if  all forms of  
criminality must be driven 
away from Olokoro.

The king also alleged that 
some criminals in Olokoro 
were warming up to be en-
rolled into vigilante groups 
to secure Olokoro lands and 
warned that such anomaly 
must not be allowed to hap-
pen as it would be disastrous.

His words, “Ndi Eze 
Olokoro will have to speak 
with one voice. After speak-
ing with one voice, then im-
plementation will go on. But 
not when this Eze is saying 
one thing and another Eze 
will be saying another one.”

 “And the questions of  fa-
therism or you want to put 
somebody you know because 
they are close to you, as vigi-

lante. We have to plan it prop-
erly and it and collectively ap-
proach the Police.”

On allegedly proliferation 
of  security groups in Olokoro, 
Eze Ogbenna said, “ Security 
is under the traditional rulers 
but now everybody wants 
to go into security, even the 
criminals themselves are tak-
ing about security in Olokoro, 
then how can we achieve it?, 
Eze Ogbenna asked.

Before the commencement 
of  the ongoing new yam fes-
tival in Olokoro, Olokoro 
council of  traditional rulers, 
led by HRM Eze Boniface 
Izuogu, the traditional prime 
minister and youth leader had 
issued a directive last week, 
banning the use or display of  
cutlasses or other dangerous 
weapons during the Iri Ji fes-
tival.

Football should be managed by
ex- footballers, former Rangers 
player urges govt
By Ikenna Orioha

G
overnments across 
board have been 
urged to allow 

ex- footballers to manage 
football affairs so that more 
success will be achieved 
from that aspect to reduce 
unemployment, poverty, 
crime and insecurity.

This urge was made by 
the former Rangers, Sharks 
of  Portharcourt, Iwuan-
yanwu Nationale, East Li-
ons, Super Eagles, Golden 
Guinea and Arab Contrac-
tors player, Casmir Mba-
chu, while interacting with 
our reporter in Owerri, last 
week.

“Government all over the 
world should give football 
to ex- footballers to manage 
in order to thrive more. Imo 
State Government should 
make sure that the State 

Team is well sponsored. It 
should look out and engage 
ex- footballers to boost foot-
ball in the state. Young tal-
ents should also be helped 
to grow. Although, football 
has not been as it used to 
be in the South East. Now, 
football is lucrative, every-
one wants to play now. 
When I was growing up, 
we played for Greater To-
morrow and then, we were 
flogged and beaten by our 
parents to go out of  football 
because we  were merely 
playing for talent and fun”, 
he stated.

Mbachu added that be-
cause football is fetching big 
money today, every other 
person wants their child to 
play whether he or she has 
talent or not. “If  you ask 
me, I would say, gradually 
football will come back to 
what it used to be, because 
if  the ex players come back 
to man football administra-
tion, giving back to football 
what it gave us, I believe 
football will get better. 
Then, we were trained by 
qualified coaches with deep 
grassroots experience”.

When asked whether 
football legends in Imo 
State are being recognized 
by government, the ex- 
international player said 
“no. It is not only in Imo 
State that ex football leg-
ends are being neglected. 
Politicians have taken over 
everywhere. Even in NFF, 
it is being politicized. Un-
fortunately, FIFA wanted 
football to be out of  poli-
tics. Gradually, government 
or management will know 
that if  you do not put the 
round peg in a round hole 
football will not work ef-
fectively. So, if  you do the 
needful, football will grow 
better and successfully in 
Imo State and across board. 
Football needs to be han-
dled by technocrats. Those 
who have the practical ex-
perience of  football and vi-

tality”.
Mbachu, who is the Vice 

President and General Co-
ordinator, Association of  
Ex International Players 
of  Imo State who played 
football in different parts 
of  the world, hinted that 
they came together to look 
after themselves having 
sacrificed greatly to the 
state, country, Africa and 
the world at large, saying 
they are not being total-
ly neglected, even as he 
hailed the NFA Chairman, 
Uchegbulam, for making 
the ex-football legends rel-
evant. 

“I thank Uchegbulam 
for making me one of  the 
NFA Board Members. 
Kelvin Onwana, Sunny 
Opara and a whole lot of  
other legends are in differ-
ent football committees in 
NFA. Because are coming 
out, this is why we are hav-
ing these positions. Others 
who are not relevant should 
start coming out in order 
to make themselves rele-
vant because NFA is ready 
to involve us in football af-
fairs. Our President, Henry 
Nwosu, is leading us well. 
It is a mark of  love and to-
getherness that we came to 
commiserate with our own, 
Ngoka, over the funeral of  
his elder brother. We are 
moving forward because we 
are united and vibrant”, the 
ex- footballer maintained.

Anambra residents in shock over killing of 
Army Major by unknown gunmen 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

R
esidents in Anambra, 
have been thrown 
in shock follow-

ing the killing of  an Army 
Major simply identified as 
Churchill Orji by suspect-
ed unknown Gunmen. Our 
correspondent gathered the 
soldier was killed while in 
an operation in the troubled 
Azia axis, in the Ihiala Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 
state. 

A schoolmate of  the de-
ceased, Leonard Edu, con-
firmed the development to 
our correspondent. He said, 
“He was my senior in Agulu 
Boys Secondary School. Our 
labour prefect then. It’s true 
he was killed by unknown 
gunmen at Azia, in Ihiala. 
Another source in a trib-
ute said, “Rest in peace my 
brother from Nneogidi vil-
lage, Agulu, Major Church-

ill Orji killed on Sunday at 
Azia/ukpor defending the 
South-East from the maraud-
ers.

Again, another source said, 
“An Anambra indigene Ma-
jor C Orji was killed in Ihi-
ala/Azia axis by unknown 
gunmen. Father (God), we 
are at your mercy in Anam-
bra state. May the soul of  
Major C Orji rest in peace. 
Anambra State Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
Mr Tochukwu Ikenga, when 
contacted on the telephone, 
said he was yet to receive a 
report about the incidents.

Ihiala axis, bordering Imo 
State, where the army ma-
jor was reportedly killed has 
been notorious with the ac-
tivities of  people suspected 
to Biafra agitators.

However, normalcy had in 
the past two months gradu-
ally returned to the area be-
fore the recent development, 
following the killing of  the 

suspected leader of  the dread-
ed unknown gunmen called 
‘Double Lion’, operating 
from Orlu area of  Imo State 
through some communities 
in Ihiala and Nnewi South in 
Anambra. Double Lion and 
four members of  his gang 
were killed by a suspected ri-
val group at Ihiala in June at a 
time moving around the state 
had become frightening.

It was gathered that Double 
Lion originally belonged to 
the mainstream gunmen, but 
later formed another more 
daring group. His group was 
the one allegedly terrorizing 
most communities in An-
ambra South senatorial zone 
and forcing people who have 
functions to pay them hun-
dreds of  thousands of  naira 
before such functions could 
take place. And once the 
money was paid, organiz-
ers of  the event were strictly 
warned never to invite securi-
ty operatives.

Lawyer drags FG to court over alleged unlawful interference in NDDC
resident Muhammadu PB u h a r i ,  a n d  f o u r 

o t h e r s  h ave  b e e n 

dragged before a Federal 

High Court, Abuja, over their 

alleged unlawful interference 

in the operations of  the Niger 

D e l t a  D e v e l o p m e n t 

Commission (NDDC).

The suit brought by an 

aggrieved indigene of  the 

Niger Delta region from Imo 

S t a t e ,  h a s  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari, the 

Attorney General of  the 

Federat ion (AGF),  and 

Minister of  Justice, the 

Minister of  Niger Delta 

Affairs, Ministry of  Niger 

D e l t a  A f f a i r s  a n d  t h e 

P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y, 

Ministry of  Niger Delta 

A f f a i r s  a s  1 s t  t o  5 t h 

respondents respectively.

The suit filed by an Abuja-

based lawyer, Mr. Felix 

Ekengba, claiming that the 

respondents lacked the legal 

powers to interfere in the day-

to-day operations of  the 

NDDC as it's been done by 

the Minister of  Niger Delta 

Affairs, Mr. Umana Umana.

In the suit filed on August 

19, the plaintiff  accused the 

Minister of  Niger Delta 

A f f a i r s  o f  u n l aw f u l l y 

assuming the helms of  affairs 

a t  the  Commis s ion ,  in 

contravention of  the law.

Pla in t i f f  in  the  su i t 

m a r k e d : 

FHC/ABJ/CS/1458/2022 

therefore prayed the court for 

an order restraining the 

respondents from further 

interfering in the activities of  

the Commission.

Specifically, the plaintiff  

wants the court to bar Umana 

f r o m  f u r t h e r  a c t i n g  a s 

NDDC's MD or interfering 

with the agency's operations 

since he has no power under 

any law to do so.

Other reliefs, sought by 

the plaintiff  in the suit filed on 

behalf  of  himself, include a 

declaration that by virtue of  

S e c t i o n  4  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 

Constitution and Section 2 of  

the NDDC's Act, 2000, the 

Minister of  Niger Delta 

Affairs, Ministry of  Niger 

D e l t a  A f f a i r s  a n d  t h e 

Permanent Secretary of  the 

Ministry not being part of  the 

persons mentioned in Section 

2 of  the NDDC's Act cannot 

interfere or usurp the powers 

o f  t h e  b o a r d  a n d 

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 

commission without  an 

amendment to the NDDC's 

A c t  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 

Assembly.

Ekengba also applied for 

a  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e 

interference and intervention 

of  the 3rd to 5th respondents, 

was contrary and in breach of  

Section 4 of  the Constitution 

and Section 2 of  the NDDC's 

Act and that any purported 

ac t s  done  by  them a re 

unconstitutional, illegal, null 

and void and should be set 

aside.

He further sought another 

order of  perpetual injunction 

restraining the 3rd to 5th 

respondents from interfering, 

usurping, controlling or 

issuing directives to the 

management and staff  of  the 

NDDC.

Meanwhile no date has 

been fixed for hearing in the 

suit.
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Anambra Govt constitutes state,
LGA account committee

Imo Petroleum Ministry
gets new Commissioner
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Ministry of  pe-
troleum Resources 
Imo state has gotten 

a new commissioner to re-
place  Rt. Hon Good luck 
Nana Opiah who recently 
was appointed as the Min-
ister for state Education 
by  president Muhammadu 
Buhari.

The new commissioner 
Prof. Eugene Opara was 
among the three commis-
sioners recently sworn in 
by the Imo state governor 
Senator Hope Uzodimma.

The Hon. Commissioner 
while addressing the man-
agement and staff  of  the 
ministry on resumption of  
office, expressed his grati-
tude to God almighty and 
the Governor, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma for finding him 

worthy to serve. He prom-
ised to bring his experience 
to bear while assuring them 
of  a harmonious working 
relationship with the staff  
of  the Ministry.

Prof. Opara, while in-
specting the offices, reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
ensuring a conducive work-
ing environment for staff  
of  the ministry. 

The HOD Petroleum 
Upstream, Mr. Ifeanyi 
Onyicha, while receiving 
the Hon. Commissioner on 
behalf  of  the Permanent 
Secretary, assured him of  
the staff ’s readiness to giv-
ing him the best co-opera-
tion.

Highlights of  the event 
were the dedication of  the 
office to God in prayers 
and presentation of  the 
handover note.

Abia APC guber candidate unveiling his running mate Rev Gloria Nanya Akara on Sunday.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State gov-
ernment led by the 
executive governor, 

Professor Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo, CFR has 
inaugurated a nine-member 
Committee for the State-Lo-
cal Government Joint Ac-
count.

The Governor inaugurat-
ed the Committee shortly 
after the State Executive 
Council Meeting, at the 
Government House, Awka.

Members of  the Commit-
tee include the Commission-
er for Local Government, 
Mr. Collins Nwabunwanne 
who will serve as the Com-
mittee Chairman, Commis-
sioner for Finance, Mr. Ifea-
tu Onejeme, Vice Chairman 
and Dr. Leopold Arinze 
Nwankwo-Ikwueto, Secre-
tary.

Other members include 
Barr. Ifeatu Obiokoye, mem-
ber representing Central 
Senatorial Zone, Dr. Nnam-
di Nwadiogbu, member rep-
resenting North Senatorial 
Zone, Sir Van George Eze-
ogudi, member representing 
South Senatorial Zone, Dr. 
Chibuike Ofobuike, mem-
ber and Transition Commit-
tee Chairman representing 
South Zone.

Others are Mrs. Amaka 
Obi, member and Transition 
Committee Chairman, rep-
resenting Central Zone, Mr. 
Livinus Onyenwe, member 
and Transition Commit-
tee Chairman representing 
North Zone.

Speaking shortly after per-

forming the inauguration, 
Governor Soludo appreci-
ated them for accepting to 
serve and commiserated 
with them for coming to 
serve in some very difficult 
circumstances.

According to the Gover-
nor; “the resources aren’t 
there. But at the same time, 
you are being called upon to 
do some very special disrup-
tive function. It is going to be 
a lot of  hard work. Why do 
I say that?

Because you are being 
called upon to do very dis-
ruptive work at a time of  
major challenges in the 
Country. Major challenges 
in the finances of  the state 
and local government and 
you’ve been called upon to 
find the solution”.

“We are going to be em-
ploying over four thousand 
teachers, it’ll be charged to 
JAAC. Meanwhile, you have 
over fourteen billion naira 
debt in terms of  arrears to 
gratuity and pensions. Part 
of  it we have started to pay” 
and so on and so forth.

The Governor further ex-
plained that the local system 
is largely two fold including 
its financing and its admin-
istration.

“We are going to set up 
the local government admin-
istration. That’s definite. But 
the administration of  the 
local government is a bit of  
challenge. 

“The infrastructures in the 
various local governments 
including the ones that have 
been burnt down in need of  
repairs as well as the work-
load, even staff  don’t go to 

Surveyor’s House inaugurated in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha 

F
or proper documen-
tation, identification, 
monitoring and control 

of  members, the Nigerian 
Institution of  Surveyors, An-
ambra State Branch has inau-
gurates its Surveyors’ House 
at Amawbia, Awka South 
Council Area, of  the state.

News Echo gathered that 
the foundation of  the build-
ing was laid in October, 
2014 and commissioned on 
August nineteen, 2022. The 
State, Governor, Chukwuma 

Soludo, accompanied by oth-
er top government officials 
inaugurates the two-storey 
building complex housing 
a bungalow with mini hall, 
two offices at the basement, 
a big hall, sixteen offices, six-
teen guest rooms, three suits, 
as well as reception hall with 
two ancillary rooms and con-
veniences. Addressing the 
gathering, Governor Soludo, 
who commended the project 
said surveyors play important 
role in nation building and so-
licited their support in achiev-
ing his mandate of  building 
a livable and prosperous An-

ambra State.
Soludo, who spoke through 

the Commissioner for Lands, 
Professor Offornze Amu-
cheazi, noted that with the 
cooperation of  professional 
bodies, all the sectors of  the 
state economy will have a 
face lift, even as he advised 
them to punish any of  their 
members, who drags the 
name of  the institution to the 
mud.

In his speech, the National 
President, Nigerian Institu-
tion of  Surveyors, Mr. Olu-
wa Motemi, a surveyor, said 
that the edifice will stand 

work in the local govern-
ments. But we must eventu-
ally get the services down to 
the people”, the Governor 
said.

“For us we have a vision 
to have responsibility de-
volve to base and to have 
local government that is em-
powered from the base, to 
deliver development to the 
grassroot. And consequent-
ly, the finances that are very 
limited will have to be run 
in a different way. We have 
a peculiar local government 
system where the staff  and 
other obligations of  the lo-
cal government are pulled 
together.

On local government au-
tonomy, Professor Soludo 
said; “I hear people talk 
about autonomy. If  you 
want to implement a strict 
autonomy, it’ll mean that 
each local government will 
employ and pay its staff. 

That’s what it’ll mean 
but this is not the case. 
That’s why you find some-
one in Idemili working in 
Ayamelum and someone 

from Ayamelum working in 
Nnewi South because they 
have a pool system”.

Governor Soludo also 
took time to explain that 
resources accruable to the 
State governments from the 
federal are low because of  
NNPC’s inability to remit 
a kobo to the federation ac-
count, which they may not 
do again because it is now 
a limited company, empha-
sizing that there should be 
some sort of  competitive 
system in place for the var-
ious local governments.

He said; “we are trying 
to devolve the responsibil-
ities; waste management, 
security because we are 
now doing security at the 
community level, issues of  
Environment and so on and 
so forth. 

My aspiration and with 
you as the Committee, we 
are going to work together 
so that they too can com-
pete and have lee way to 
raise their own revenues.

They should become 
creative in generating reve-

nue. Of  course, when that 
lingers, we also expect you 
together with the service 
commission, to have some 
thought about not just to 
run the account, but you 
also have a job to do to have 
a new local government 
system and the financing 
framework that will deliver 
development to the people. 
We are seeking to have a 
local government that truly 
works”, Soludo added.

The Governor pointed 
out that regarding the man-
agement of  the JAAC, alot 
of  things will be done differ-
ently after careful thought 
process, especially in terms 
of  financing options.

“Some have got some as-
sets that they can charge. 
Some have shops that they 
can ‘premise’ while some 
run mass transit system and 
so on and so forth. With 
the wisdom and calibre of  
people that make up this 
commission, I’m sure you 
will deliver because our in-
tention is to rejuvenate the 
local government system”; 

concluded the Governor.
Earlier while presenting 

the Committee members 
for Inauguration, the Com-
missioner for Local Gov-
ernment Affairs, Mr. Collins 
Nwabunwanne described 
them as competent to deliv-
er on the mandate.

In a vote of  thanks, Chair-
man of  Transition Com-
mittee Chairmen, Mr. Liv-
inus Onyenwe who spoke 
onbehalf  of  other members 
of  the Committee, thanked 
the Governor for finding 
them worthy to serve in that 
capacity, pledging to work 
round the clock to efficiently 
deliver service to Ndi An-
ambra.

Secretary to the State 
Government, Professor Solo 
Chukwulobelu, Chief  of  
Staff  to the Governor, Mr. 
Ernest Ezeajughi, Head of  
Service, Barrister Theodora 
Igwegbe, Commissioner for 
Finance, Mr. Ifeatu One-
jeme, Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Local Gov-
ernment Affairs, Mr. Asha 
Nnabuife, among others, 
were present at the event.

the test of  time as others will 
emulate the hard work put in 
place by the state chairman, 
Mr. Chukwudi Nzomiwu, 
also a surveyor, whose tenure 
ushered in progressive gov-
ernance with great pursuit, 
professional competence and 
capacity.

In his brief  speech, the 
State Chairman of  the institu-
tion, Mr. Nzomiwu, a survey-
or too, lauded the relationship 
between the institution and 
the present administration, 
assuring their partnership to 
help the governor achieve his 
mandate.
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Editorial

aring all odds, Africa is set to host the B27th edition of  the now famous 
Conference of Parties (COP) of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), which debuted in 
Berlin, Germany, in 1992. The COP27, slated 
for the Egyptian Sharm-el Sheikh peninsula in 
November this year, marks the fifth time Africa 
will be hosting the climate summit, having 
been previously hosted  by Morocco (2001 and 
2016), Kenya (2006), and South Africa (2011). 
According to a UNCTAD 2021 report, climate 
change constitutes an existential threat to the 
lives and indeed livelihoods of some 490 
million people living in extreme poverty across 
Africa. 

As Africa's big brother, Nigeria bears a 
chunk of the continent's climate impacts in 
many areas. For instance, the country's 
extensive coastline, stretching approximately 
up to 853 kilometres, has been receding over the 
years due to overlapping waves that swallow 
the shores of  the Atlantic Ocean in the 
southern region. With the sea level already 
projected to rise by about 65cm by the turn of 
the century, a further erosion of the shorelines 
will only deepen the environmental crisis the 
country must deal with. 

At another level, rivers are drying up, while 
desertification is taking its devastating tolls 
across the arid zone of the far Northern region. 
The loss of biodiversity and fatal floods that 
ravage farmlands and cities are other 
challenges confronting the world's most 
populous black nation. Similarly, degradation 
of the tropical forests, depletion of floras and 
faunas due to illegal deforestation, as well as 
criminal wood logging, have been on the 
increase. It must be noted, however, that the 
problem of deforestation in Nigeria is being 
exacerbated by the prohibitive cost of cooking 
gas and kerosene, and the virtual absence of 
alternative clean energy for use by the poor 
masses.

The impact of  climate change is also 
tellingly grim in the area of agriculture and the 
quest for food security in Nigeria. It is a cynical 
irony that a population of over 200 million 
people is being fed largely by rural peasant 
farmers using traditional hoes and cutlasses as 
major tools. By default, such farmers who are 
not agro-tech savvy can only cultivate crops 
that are subject to the vagaries of unstable 
climatic conditions. Of course when the 
rainfall is excessive, or the drought is extreme, 
farm produce harvest is abysmally poor, 
resulting in a disequilibrium between demand 
and supply, and causing galloping inflation of 
food prices. 

For a country that is in dire need of 
industrialisation, irregular power supply is a 
major disincentive for manufacturers and other 
entrepreneurs currently at the receiving end of 
climate impacts. And with barely 3,500 MW of 
electricity generation, factories and businesses 
that are embedded in Africa's leading economy 
are weighed down by the quest for alternative 
energy sources. It is estimated that over 60 
million Nigerians rely on generators powered 
by fossil fuel for 48.6% of the electricity 
required in their homes and businesses, and at a 
huge cost of $14 billion yearly. The impact is no 

less serious in environmental waste, as Nigeria 
produces 32 million tonnes of solid waste 
yearly, with plastic waste constituting 2.5 
million tonnes, and making the country one of 
the highest waste producers in Africa. 

Yet, the challenges posed by some of the 
climate impacts pale into mild threats in the 
face of the existential danger inherent in 
Nigeria's greenhouse gas (GHG) emission 
footprint, which was estimated at 126.9 
million tonnes as at 2020. In fairness, Nigeria 
has always been in motion to keep pace with the 
global advocacy on climate change. As a party 
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, it ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2004 
and soon followed it up with a National Policy 
on Climate Change, aimed at building an 
environmentally resilient society. The nation's 
interest was further concretised in 2012 when it 
was admitted as a voluntary member of the UN 
Environment's Climate and Clean Air 
Coalition, saddled with the mandate to reduce 
climate pollutants in ten high-impact sectors of 
the global economy. 

President Muhammadu Buhari took a 
defining step in 2015 when he committed 
Nigeria to the Paris Agreement and presented 
the country's  Nationally  Deter mined 
Contribution (NDC) with a pledge to 
conditionally reduce GHG emissions by 45% 
by the year 2030. The Nigerian voice again 
resonated last year at the COP26 in Glasgow, 
Scotland, where President Buhari announced a 
2060 net-zero emissions target. He thereafter 
signed into law, in November 2021, the Climate 
Change Act, which commits the federal 
Government to measurable action plans for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation.

A s  N i ge r i a  p r e p a r e s  f o r  a  r o b u s t 
engagement with other state and non-state 
actors at the fifth global climate summit in 
Africa, President Buhari must ensure the 
seamless harmonisation of  the country's 
environmental policies and actions, and the on-
boarding of all critical stakeholders in energy 
transition, climate financing, renewable 
energy, biodiversity, waste management, and 
the media. The creation of the National 
Council on Climate Change (NCCC) and the 
appointment of veteran environmentalist, Dr 
Salisu Dahiru, as pioneer Director General, 
are steps consciously taken. It is hoped that this 
step will now accelerate the country's climate 
actions and convert the age-long motion into 
fast paced movement. 

Ahead of the COP27, Nigeria's crucial 
tasks must include setting a robust agenda for, 
and coordinating Africa's strategic response to, 
the global climate debates, especially the blame 
game on culpability for GHG emissions, the 
tardiness in pegging global warming at 1.5 
degree Celsius above pre-industrial levels, the 
dilemma over green and blue hydrogen options, 
and the resistance in redeeming the annual 
US$100 billion pledged to Africa to finance 
climate mitigation and adaptation, among 
others. The top industrialised nations who are 
known to be culpable for GHG pollution must 
be held accountable for climate change impacts 
being experienced in Africa today. Nigeria is 
duty bound to lead the charge.

Nigeria' and its climate
challenge ahead of Conference
of Parties (COP)27 
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Opinion

rofessor Patrick Utomi Pg r a c i o u s l y  r e c e i ve d  
Chiedu Ezeanah, the poet 

and journalist, and I in his hotel 
suite in Rockview Hotel, Abuja 
on a rainy Friday evening in early 
July. Professor Utomi had just 
come in from the Channel 
Television studio where he had 
fielded questions from Seun 
Okinbaloye, anchor of  the 
television network's politics 
programme. The subject was the 
Labour Party and Peter Obi, the 
party's presidential candidate. As 
usual Professor Utomi was 
passionate, lucid and brilliant, 
making the case that Peter Obi 
represented an epochal shift in 
Niger ian  po l i t i c s,  a  ra re  
opportunity for the younger 
generation to set the badly-
drifting ship of  state on the right 
path once and for all.

Profesor Utomi has come a 
long way in his career as an 
academic, public intellectual and 
politician making the case that 
intelligent thinking and a careful 
application of  wisdom would see 
Nigeria banish forever the 
perennial problems of  economic 
underdevelopment and social 
anomie. From his first foray in 
public life as a special adviser to 
the late Dr Alex Ekwueme, 
former Vice President of  the 
country, to his stint as one of  the 
prime movers of  Concerned 
P r o f e s s i o n a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  
turbulent years following the 
annulment of  the result of  the 

June 1993 presidential election to 
Patito's Gang, the no-holds 
barred television programme he 
anchored, speaking truth to 
power, it has been a life of  selfless 
service to the nation.

His latest initiative is the Big 
Tent of  the Third Force, a 
c o a l i t i o n  o f  l i k e - m i n d e d  
progressive politicians and public 
intellectuals, young and old, 
working to displace the two major 
po l i t i ca l  par t ies,  the  Al l  
Progressives Party (APC) and the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
and position Peter Obi and the 
Labour Party as the next 
government in the country come 
2 0 2 3 .  I t  i s  a n  awe s o m e  
undertaking, and Professor 
Utomi is leaving nothing to 
chance as he commits all his 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  
galvanizing Nigerians to come 
and find shelter in the Big Tent.

Displacing an incumbent 
political party in Nigeria is no 
mean feat. APC achieved this in 
2015, the first time in Nigeria's 
political history, by cynically 
deploying ethnic politics. This 
was primarily the handiwork of  
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, now the 
presidential candidate of  the 
APC. Realising that the then 
President Goodluck Jonathan 
was an Ijaw, a minority ethnic 
group in the Niger Delta, Tinubu 
stitched together a coalition of  
two major ethnic groups – the 
Hausa-Fulani and the Yoruba, 
bringing together the Action 

Congress of  Nigeria, his political 
party, Congress For Progressive 
Change led by Muhammadu 
Buhari, and the All Nigeria 
Peoples Party, to form the APC. 
Buhari had shown in previous 
presidential elections that he 
could command the majority of  
the Hausa-Fulani vote. All that 
was needed was for Bola Tinubu 
to mobilise the Yoruba to join the 
Hausa and this was duly 
achieved, propelling Buhari to 
Aso Rock Villa as President.

It is to be noted that the 
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
constitutional problems afflicting 
Nigeria and how they might be 
tackled were not at issue for Bola 
Tinubu, Muhammadu Buhari 
and the APC. The goal was the 
presidency come what may, and 
the duo embarked on the journey 
without a map. This explains why 
it took President Buhari nearly six 
months before he appointed his 
ministers during his first term in 
2015, and the incoherency in 
p o l i c y  a r t i c u l a t i o n  a n d  
implementation on the part of  his 
government ever since. Ethnic 
politics, not public policy, has 
been the primary platform on 
which the APC and the Buhari 
government has resided for the 
past seven years. The prospect of  
state failure that is now staring 
Nigeria in the face is the tragic 
result.

In their bid to take power 
from the APC Peter Obi and the 
Labour Party are relying on an 

altogether different strategy. 
Eschewing ethnic politics, they 
are making a bid for the youth 
vote and the 100 million 
Nigerians presently living below 
the poverty line. This, in Political 
Science, is known as the politics 
of  the historically disempowered. 
And Professor Utomi is the chief  
anchor of  this exciting new 
strategy. If  Peter Obi succeeds in 
displacing the incumbent APC 
just as the APC, in turn, displaced 
the PDP in 2015, it will be a 
landmark in the annals of  
Nigerian politics because for the 
first time since Independence in 
October 1960, the young and the 
poor and powerless will come 
into their own as active players in 
the governance of  Nigeria.

However, it is not enough to 
just state that your primary 
constituency is the young and 
poor and powerless. Your 
campaign manifesto must also 
spell out in concrete terms what it 
will do to address the issues 
confronting them. With regard to 
the poor, Peter Obi must come out 
boldly and state that free 
education up to secondary 
school, and generous subsidies in 
higher education, will be a 
cardinal programme of  his 
government. Further, universal 
health coverage modeled on 
Great Britain's National Health 
Service must be in place. Third, 
subsidized social housing and a 
joined-up strategy to address the 
scourge of  slums in urban areas 
must be pursued. The example 

that readily comes to mind is Lula 
Da Silva, former President of  
Brazil who, using the platform of  
the Workers Party, pulled the bulk 
of  the country's poor out of  
poverty within a decade using the 
p r o g r a m m e s  I  h ave  j u s t  
enumerated.

So far, Professor Pat Utomi 
has not come out publicly on 
Peter Obi's position on these 
social programmes. This is a 
lacuna that should be speedily 
addressed. It is good that he and 
Peter Obi have emphasized the 
urgent need to turn Nigeria from a 
consumption-obsessed country to 
one in which production will be 
the primary driver of  the 
economy. However, it needs to be 
pointed out that it will take 
several years before policies 
designed to reflate the national 
economy will begin to bear fruit. 
Meanwhile, the poor and the 
young will have to LIVE. 
Addressing their urgent needs in 
education, healthcare and 
housing even as policies are put in 
place to get factories working 
again in the country is the way to 
go.

Professor Pat Utomi is faced 
with one of  the most important 
challenges of  his long public 
career with 2023. But he is 
intelligent, resourceful and above 
all passionate about getting 
Nigeria to work again. I am 
confident he will meet this 
challenge frontally and with good 
cheer.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

2023: Pat Utomi, Peter Obi and social programs
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h e  F e d e r a l TUniversity, Dutsin-
Ma branch of  the 

Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities has called for 
a total and indefinite strike 
b y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s 
nationwide if  the Federal 
Government continues to 
i g n o r e  t h e  u n i o n ' s 
demands. 

The ASUU members at 

h e  N a t i o n a l TExecutive Council 
o f  the  s t r ik ing 

Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities will meet on 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 
to take a decision on 
whether to suspend or 
c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e 
industrial action, it was 
learnt. 

Sources among the 
union's NEC members 
told our correspondent on 
Monday that the meeting 
will hold at the union's 
national headquarters at 
the University of  Abuja. 

I t  w a s  f u r t h e r 
gathered that the council 
will take a decision on the 
industrial action based on 
reports from the various 
state congresses. 

Having known that 
ASUU had on Monday, 
F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2 
embarked on a strike. 

T h e  u n i o n  h a d 
d e m a n d e d  f o r  t h e 
r enego t ia t ion  o f  the 
A S U U - F G N  2 0 0 9 
agreement; release of  
revitalization funds for 
universities; deployment 

embers of  the MJoint Action 
Committee of  

Non Academic Staff  
Union and Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigeria 
Universities have said the 
executives did not inform 
them before it suspended 
the strike. 

On Saturday, reports 
have it that the JAC of  
NA S U  a n d  S S A N U 
embarked on a National 
Industrial Action on 27th 
March, 2022 and called it 
off  on August 20, 2022. 

It also called on its 
members to resume duties 
on Wednesday,  24th 
August 2022, however, 
the members told our 
correspondent that they 
felt slighted saying they 
were not duly informed. 

Some members of  
JAC of  SSANU and 
NASU who spoke with 

our correspondent all said 
they were not told, adding 
tha t  a  cong ress  was 
supposed to  be  held 
before the suspension of  
the strike. 

A former chairman of  
SSNAU, UNILAG, Mr 
Oriwaye Adefolalu, said 
JAC of  SSANU and 
NASU goofed by calling 
o f f  t h e  s t r i k e  t h e y 
embarked upon, towards 
pressur i s ing  Federa l 
Government to perform 
its constitutional duties, 
without carrying along 
their members at their 
respective branches. 

He said, ''It is shameful 
and disheartening that the 
leadership of  Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigerian 
Universities could not 
guide her counterpart in 
this struggle rightly. 

''Let me bring it to the 
a w a r e n e s s  o f   t h e 

N i ge r i a n s  a n d  m o s t 
e s p e c i a l l y  F e d e r a l 
Government that calling 
off  the strike embarked 
upon by JAC of  SSANU 
a n d  NA S U  w i t h o u t 
ASUU calling off  her 
own strike would amount 
to null i ty.  Academic 
exercise would not be 
completed as no student 
would be taught.

''Oftentimes, as a trade 
Unionist of  many years 
of  experience, l have 
warned all  the trade 
U n i o n s  t h a t  a r e 
University based (ASUU, 
SSANU, NAAT, and 
NASU) to be aware of  
divide and rule by the 
Federal Government. 
The result of  divide and 
rule is what we are all 
seeing today.''

A n o t h e r  m e m b e r 
SSANU-OAU branch 
who did not want his 

name in pr int ,  sa id, 
''Honestly, if  you go by the 
d i c t a t e  o f  o u r 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e 
decision to call off  strike 
is rested on members of  
various branches. It is 
s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e 
co l l abora t ion  o f  a l l 
members. ''As for this no 

referendum in OAU as of  
now and anywhere else to 
discuss the possibility of  
suspension and to look at 
what has been put on the 
table by the government.  
All I'm aware is, waiting 
for the 2023 budget. The 
decision to suspend this 
strike is supposed to be a 

collation of  reports from 
the source referendum. 
''If  we are not pleased, we 
have the right to reverse 
the strike. My chairman 
in OAU hasn't said a word 
since that Saturday when 
the strike was called.'' 

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
T r a n s p a r e n c y 
Accountability System for 
the payment of  salaries 
a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  o f  
u n ive r s i t y  l e c t u r e r s ; 
r e l e a s e  o f  e a r n e d 
a l l owa n c e s ;  a n d  t h e 
release of  the white paper 
report of  the visitation 
panels to universities. 

“The NEC meeting 
will hold on August 28, the 
four weeks ultimatum that 
we gave is expiring that 
same day. We will be 
making our decisions 
based on the results of the 
state congresses. 

“The NEC has to 
depend on the result of  the 
congresses. The zones 
have  he ld  the i r  own 
congresses; the branch 
chairmen will also talk to 
their members and they 
will get feedback which 
will be transmitted to the 
NEC,” one of  the sources 
said.

When asked if  the 
union will consider calling 
off  the strike, the source 
asked, “Does it look like 
the government wants to 

end the strike?” 
Confirming the date 

of  the NEC meeting to our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  t h e 
c h a i r p e r s o n ,  A S U U, 
Federal University of  
Technology, Minna, Dr 
Gbolahan Bolarin, simply 
said, “Yes, Sunday.” 

Shor t ly  a f te r  the 
commencement of  ASUU 
strike, other university-
based unions such as the 
Senior Staff  Association 
of  Nigerian Universities, 
Non-Academic  S ta f f  
Union of  Universities and 
other allied educational 
ins t i tut ions  had a lso 
embarked on strike to 
push their demands. 

In a bid to end the 
strike, the government had 
set up a negotiation team 
led by the Pro-Chancellor 
of  the Federal University 
of  Lokoja, Nimi Briggs, to 
look into negotiations 
with the unions. 

W h i l e ,  S S A N U, 
NASU and NAAT had 
suspended their strike 
actions, the negotiations 
between the government 
and ASUU had stalled. 

ma on Monday. 
A  c o p y  o f  t h e 

resolutions arrived at 
during the congress was 
made available to The 
PUNCH on Tuesday. It was 
signed by the union's 
b r a nc h  C ha i r pe r so n , 
Jibrin Shagari and the 
S e c r e t a r y,  M z u n g u 
Ignatius. 

The resolutions read, 

another promise to release 
the white papers on the 
visitation panels. 

“ T h e  F U D M A 
c o n g r e s s  v i ewe d  t h e 
position of  government on 
the issues as inconsiderate, 
in bad faith, and insulting 
to the sensibilities of  the 
union members,  and, 
therefore, unanimously 
resolved as follows: On 
renegotiation of  2009 
condition of  service for 
lecturers; there should be 
full implementation of  
Prof. Nimi Briggs-led 
committee report which is 
a product of  collective 
bargaining as required by 
labour laws; On UTAS; 
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d 
provide timeline for its 
d e p l o y m e n t ,  m e r e l y 
accepting it in principle is 
not enough; On the EAA; 
the congress resolved that 
the two tranches proposed 
by government should be 
released immediately; On 
revitalisation fund; the 
congress notes that it is the 
duty of  government to 
p r o v i d e  e n a b l i n g 
environment for teaching 
a n d  l e a r n i n g  i n  h e r 

the institution also called 
on the FG to “return to the 
new draft agreement of  
2 0 0 9  F G N  / A S U U 
Renegotiation Committee 
report as a demonstration 
of  good faith.” 

The ASUU members 
arrived at the resolution 
after their congress which 
was held at the institution's 
take-off  campus in Dutsin-

“Today (Monday) August 
22, 2022, the Federal 
University, Dutsin-ma 
branch of  ASUU held a 
congress at the instance of  
the recent government 
offers on the contentious 
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  2 0 0 9 
FGN/ASUU agreement 
for which the union has 
b e e n  o n  s t r i k e  s i n c e 
February 14, 2022. The so-
called offer that the FG 
came up with include; 

“A promise to add 
N60,000 to the salary of  a 
professor and N30,000 for 
the junior academics, to be 
included in next year's 
budget; a promise to adopt 
University Transparency 
a n d  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution; payment of  two 
tranches of  outstanding 
E a r n e d  A c a d e m i c 
Allowance, which is also 
to be included in next 
year's budget; 170 billion 
naira for revitalisation, to 
be included in the 2023 
budget; no statement on 
the amendment of  the 
National  Universi t ies 
Commission Act which is 
gathering dust  at  the 
national assembly; and 

o fewer than 200 

NNigerians wil l 
benefit from the 

2022 European Union 
( E U )  s c h o l a r s h i p 
programme has learnt.

The scholarship is for 
top European universities 
and it is under the flagship 
programme, Erasmus+.

Over 700 Nigerians 
have benefited from the 
Erasmus Mundus Joint 
Master Programme since 
2004.

T h e  H e a d  o f  t h e 
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n 
Delegation to Nigeria and 
the Economic Community 
of  West African States 
(ECOWAS),  Samuela 
Isopi, told reporters in 
Abuja, that this year's 
award shows a significant 
increase in the number of  
scholarships awarded to 
Nigeria.

Accord ing  to  her, 
Nigeria is second behind 
Pakistan in numbers.

She said: “This is a 
record number for us and it 

r e p r e s e n t s  a  v e r y 
important increase since 
last  year,  and a ver y 
important increase since 
three years ago. We have 
significantly increased the 
number from 44 in 2019 to 
over 200 this year.

“So, we think this is 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s 
extremely important. This 
is a study programme that 
we have run from one to 
two years and this is a 
M a s t e r ' s  s t u d y 
programme.

“As you can easily 
u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h i s  i s 
s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  i s 
extremely important. This 
year, Nigeria is the second 
c o u n t r y  i n  t e r m s  o f  
number of  scholarships 
a w a r d e d ,  j u s t  a f t e r 
Pakistan.”

Isopi said from the 
ninth position in 2020 and 
the sixth position in 2021, 
Nigeria currently has the 
second highest number of  
beneficiaries, globally.

“And I think what we 

have  to  do  i s  no t  to 
congratulate ourselves but 
congratulate Nigeria and 
to congratulate young 
Nigerians because the 
selection process is purely 
based on merit and it is 
performed at the central 
level. This means Nigeria 
was able to present very 
good candidates that could 
b e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s 
important programme,” 
Isopi added.

Despite the increase in 
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
scholarships awarded to 
Nigeria this year, the EU 
official noted that the 
union would have loved to 
do more.

She described Nigerian 
students as extremely good 
in academics.

“We know that we can 
do more. But still, we are 
very happy with what we 
have achieved so far and 
what we have managed to 
achieve this year,” Isopi 
added.

schools, therefore a timely 
release of  the funds is 
necessary; On the bill to 
amend the NUC Act to 
curtail proliferation of  
u n ive r s i t i e s  w i t h o u t 
adequate funding; and the 
release of  white paper on 
the visitation panels, the 
congress urged a concerted 
effort to fast-track the 
completion and passage of  
the bill and timely release 
of  the white papers on the 
v i s i t a t i o n  p a n e l s 
respectively.

“Failure of  government 
to address the issues as 
outlined above, the union 
should proceed with a total 
and  inde f in i t e  s t r ike 
action. The union branch 
is calling on the Federal 
Government to return to 
the New Draft Agreement 
of  2009 FGN/ASUU 
Renegotiation committee 
report as a demonstration 
of  good faith .” 

Meanwhile, activities at 
the FUDMA and the 
Umaru Musa Yar'dua 
University, Katsina were 
still  at low ebb as of  
T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g 
fo l lowing  the  ASUU 
strike. 

ASUU: Katsina lecturers to embark on total strike 

...As ASUU NEC decides on strike Sunday 

Over 200 Nigerians to benefit
from EU postgraduate scholarships

Strike suspension: SSANU, NASU
leaders, members differ 
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h e  N a t i o n a l TAssoc ia t ion  o f  
Nigerian Students, 

Tuesday, has commended 
the Inspector-General of  
Police, Alkali Usman, on 
the recent clamp down on 
erring police officers in the 
country.

In a statement signed 
by the National President, 
Sunday Ashefon, and 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 
newsmen, the association 
noted that students were 
the greatest victims of  the 
e r r i n g  o f f i c e r s  a n d 
therefore called on the 
IGP and the Force to 
continue to maintain 
stricter enforcement.

“ T h e  r e c e n t 
clampdown on erring 
o f f i c e r s  w i t h i n  t h e 
Nigerian Police Force has 

h e  F e d e r a l TG ove r n m e n t  o n 
Tuesday moved to 

end the dominance of  
foreign publications in 
Nigeria's higher education 
institutions as it unveiled 
ten new textbooks for the 
University system.

Speaking at the public 
presentation of  the books in 
Abuja, the Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  A d a m u 
Adamu, said the dependent 
o n  f o r e i g n  a c a d e m i c 
publications portends great 
danger to the nation's 
education sector.

Represented by the 
Min i s t e r  o f  S ta te  fo r 
Educa t ion ,  Good luck 
Nana Opiah, Adamu said 
b o o s t i n g  i n d i g e n o u s 
authorship would address 
the problem.

He said: “The paucity 
of  indigenously authored 
and produced tertiary level 
textbooks  and re lated 
academic publications in 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  t e r t i a r y 
education institutions is a 
known fact over t ime. 
Nigeria's tertiary education 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e c a m e 
d e p e n d e n t  o n  b o o k s 
publ i shed outs ide  the 
country with the attendant 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e 
pressure on the demand for 
foreign exchange.

“ I t  i s  e q u a l l y 
worrisome that the quality 
o f  m o s t  a c a d e m i c 
publications in our country 
leaves much to be desired It 
is therefore expected that 
nurturing the culture of  
quality authorship and the 
production of  indigenous 
books will not only ensure 
the availability of  relevant 
books in the diverse subject 

areas that take cognizance 
of  our local environment 
and sensitivities but will 
also safeguard national 
p r ide  and  r educe  the 
d e m a n d  f o r  f o r e i g n 
exchange.”

While commending 
TETFund for establishing 
the Higher Education Book 
Development project to 
tackle  the  scarc i ty  of  
tertiary level textbooks of  
N i g e r i a n  o r i g i n ,  t h e 
minister hailed the Fund for 
p u t t i n g  i n  p l a c e  t h e 
Technical Advisory Group 
(TAG) whose mandate 
includes collaboratively 
working with the agency to 
ensure quality books are 
churned out by Nigerian 
authors.

Also speaking at the 
event, Executive Secretary 

he Rector,  Yaba TC o l l e g e  o f  
Te c h n o l o g y,  M r 

Obafemi Omokungbe, has 
said the N50b College 
Endowment Fund will 
provide a consistent and 
permanent funding source 
t o  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s , 
departments, research for 
generations to come.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
unveiling of  the endowment 
fund logo, Omokungbe 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
endowment fund program 
w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  o n 
September  15, 2022 at Eko 
Hotels and Suits, Victoria 
I s l a n d  u n d e r  t h e 

chairmanship of  the former 
president of  Nigeria, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo.

He said the endowment 
fund project was conceived 
out of  his administration's 
d e s i r e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e 
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  
infrastructural deficit, and 
obsolete and non-functional 
equipment confronting the 
college.

“The unveiling of  the 
logo is the first phase of  the 
l a u n c h i n g  o f  t h e 
endowment fund. We want 
the world to know what we 
are doing through this 
platform.”

Omokungbe called on 
well-meaning Nigerians to 

support the project and 
partner with the college by 
investing in the endowment 
fund.

The special guest of  
honor, Chairman/Chief  
Executive Officer, SIFAX 
Group, Dr Taiwo  Afolabi, 
who was represented by 
Group Executive Director, 
SIFAX Group, Mr Bode 
Ojeniyi, commended the 
management of  Yabatech 
f o r  m a k i n g  e f f o r t  t o 
restructure the 75 yr old 
premier higher institution in 
N i g e r i a  v i a  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e 
e n d o w m e n t  f u n d 
programme.

H e  a p p e a l e d  t o 
Nigerians to contribute to 
the development of  the 
college.

hilanthropist and PF o u n d e r  o f  
Opeyemi  Dav id 

Fa legan  Foundat ion , 
Opeyemi Falegan, has 
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  p a s t 
presidents and military 
rulers to intervene in the 
lingering industrial action 
embarked upon by the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities in the interest 
of  students who have 
stayed out of  school for 
over six months. 

Falegan, who said the 
lecturers' strike was more 
felt by the poor Nigerians 
a n d  s t u d e n t s  w h o s e 
parents could not afford to 
send them to private or 
foreign universities, also 
called on the Federal 
Gover nment  and  the 
s t r i k i n g  l e c t u r e r s  t o 
consider making necessary 
sacrifices to end the strike. 

The United Kingdom-
based Social Democratic 
Party chieftain, made the 
appeals in a statement 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 
journalists in Ado Ekiti on 
Tuesday, titled, “Strike: 
N i g e r i a n  t e r t i a r y 
education system on the 
verge of  total collapse if  
ASUU strike continues, 
Falegan warns”. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ I t  i s 
disheartening, callous and 
un fo r tuna te  tha t  the 
government officials who 
can afford to give their 
children and sibling better 
e d u c a t i o n  a b r o a d  o r 
through standard private 
schools in Nigeria cannot 
come to term with ASUU 
in order to allow the 
children of  the masses 
back to classrooms. 

“ T h e  s t r i k e  h a s 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  c a u s e 
untoward hardship on the 
students and their parents, 
hence, the need for warring 

factions to as a matter of  
urgency make necessary 
sacrifice to end the strike. 

“ T h e  c o n t i n u e d 
industrial action by ASUU 
may lead to total collapse 
of  tertiary education in 
Nigeria if  the Federal 
Government and ASUU 
continue to flex muscles. 
They should sheath their 
swords in the best interest 
o f  h a p l e s s  N i g e r i a n 
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r 
parents”. 

H e  u r g e d  f o r m e r 
p r e s i d e n t s  O l u s e g u n 
Obasanjo and Goodluck 
Jonathan and as well past 
military leaders including 
Yakubu Gowon, among 
others to intervene with a 
v i e w  t o  m a k i n g  t h e 
President, Major Gen. 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
(retd.), see reason to ensure 
r e o p e n i n g  o f  t h e 
universities.

Falegan said, “We call 
o n  w e l l - m e a n i n g 
N i ge r i a n s  e s p e c i a l ly 
former heads of  state and 
presidents to prevail on the 
current Nigerian leaders to 
accede to the demands of  
A S U U  t o  a l l o w  t h e 
lecturers and students 
return to the classrooms,” 
he said. 

The philanthropist, 
who expressed concern 
t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government was hiding 
under not having enough 
resources not to meet the 
demands of  ASUU, said, 
“It is unfortunate that 
money being stolen in the 
c o u n t r y  b y  s i n g l e 
individuals can pay the 
ASUU demands 10 times, 
but the government has 
continued to blame its 
inability to meet same 
d e m a n d s  o n  l a c k  o f  
funds”. 

of  TETFund, Arc. Sonny 
Echono said additional 30 
books sponsored by the 
Fund would be unveiled 
before the end of  the year 
even as he assured of  the 
readiness of  the agency to 
sponsor the production of  
50 textbooks in 2023.

“ We  h ave  ove r  6 6 
manuscripts; what we are 

u nv e i l i n g  t o d a y  w a s 
published by only one 
publisher (one printing 
press), by the time we unveil 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  3 0  i n 
December, you are going to 
see all the authors cut across 
the three layers of  our 
t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n 
institutions,” Echono said.

t h e  b a n i s h m e n t  o f  
indiscriminate searching 
of  phones, extortion of  
citizens at gunpoint, and 
the use of  Point of  Sale 
machine for extortion by 
t h e  b a d  e g g s  i n  t h e 
Nigerian Police Force is 
not only commendable, 
b u t  i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e 
p l a t f o r m  f o r  m o r e 
collaboration between the 
people and the Police 
Force in the fight against 
insecurity in the country.

“ T h e  I G P ' s  p r o -
activeness in fighting the 
scourge of  indiscipline, 
unprofessionalism, and 
corruption within the 
Force is a clear testament 
to his undying passion to 
return the Force to an era 
o f  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
professionalism, probity, 

relax in his effor t to 
sanitize the system as 
Nigerian students stand 
solidly behind him and his 
reform agendas.

“ We  c a l l  o n  a l l 
security agencies to do 
their best in providing 
security to Nigerians and 
refuse the temptation to 
u s e  t h e i r  p r iv i l e ge d 
p o s i t i o n  t o  h a r a s s , 
intimidate and extort the 

caught our attention at the 
National Association of  
Nigerian Students. We 
have seen the various 
disciplinary measures 
handed out to erring 
police officers in recent 
m o n t h s .  T h i s  i s 
undoubtedly the boldest 
effort to sanitise the Police 
Force in our recent history 
and we commend the 
exceptional commitment 
of  the IGP, to discipline 
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m 
within the force.

“You will agree that 
students across the nation 
are the major victims of  
the bad eggs within the 
Police Force. They harass, 
intimidate and extort 
s tudents  at  gunpoint 
u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  
checking their phones. So, 

and accountability as 
many rogue police officers 
h a v e  b e e n  h e l d 
accountable for their 
actions in recent months. 
We, therefore, offer our 
solidarity and support to 
the exceptional job the 
IGP is doing in reforming 
the Nigeria Police Force 
from within and placing it 
on the pedestal of  quality 
service delivery to the 
people.

“It is our belief  that a 
less corrupt Police Force 
will be better positioned to 
fight insecurity in the 
country and earn the trust 
of  Nigerians in the areas 
o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d 
information sharing. As 
we commend the IGP for 
h i s  g r e a t  w o r k ,  w e 
encourage him not to 

citizens they are paid to 
protect. As long as the 
Nigerian Police continue 
in these internal reforms 
to reposition the force, 
Nigerian students across 
the country will continue 
t o  c o o p e r a t e  a n d 
collaborate with the force 
and its  leadership to 
enhance their capacity to 
f ight  insecurity,” the 
statement read.

NANS hails IGP over clampdown on erring officers 

TETFund: FG moves to end use of foreign
publications in Nigerian Universities

ASUU strike:
Foundation seeks
Obasanjo, Jonathan,
others' intervention 

N50bn fund will support students,
research – Rector 
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Anambra NSCDC reaffirms
commitment to fighting insecurity 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he State Comman-
dant of  Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil Defence 

Corps, Anambra State Com-
mand, Mr. Isidore Chukwu-
di Chikere has reiterated the 
commitment of  the Corps in 
tackling security challenges 
facing the nation as well as 
forestall any planned act of  
vandalism of  major govern-
ment critical national assets 
and infrastructure. 

Public Relations Officer 
of  the Command DSC Ok-
adigbo Edwin in a press 
statement made avaliable to 
News Echo said “Mr. Chik-
ere made this known today 
Tuesday 23rd  August, 2022 
, while receiving the leader-
ship of  Association of  Heads 
of  Federal Establishments 
AHFE, Anambra State 
Chapter led by its Chair-
man and State Coordinator, 
Raw Materials Research and 
Development Council, Mr. 
Dara Chijioke Okechuk-
wu at the State Command 
Headquarters Awka”.

He lauded the establish-
ment of  the association 
aimed at engendering syn-
ergy, create avenue for all 
MDAs to present their his-
tories including impact they 
have created in their opera-
tions and share challenges 
among others.  The State 
NSCDC boss said the Corps 
saddled to play crucial roles  
in grassroots security sys-
tem would not abandon its 

responsibility of  ensuring 
protection of  lives and prop-
erty of  citizens.  He urged 
the association to compli-
ment the efforts of  the Corps 
in the area of  intelligence 
gathering.  Earlier, Mr. Dara 
Chijioke Okechukwu, the 
Chairman, Association of  
Heads of  Federal Establish-
ment, Anambra Chapter 
said, aside from catering for 
the welfare and progress of  
the members, the association 
plays informal mornitoring 
role on what members are 
doing in their respective Es-
tablishments.

While appreciating the 
State Commandant for the 
warm reception accorded 
them, Mr. Dara described 
members of  the association 
as those with a mindset to 
ensuring they contribute to-
wards the improvement of  
what each other does in en-
hancing  government work 
force productivity.

Mr. Dara  on behalf  of  
the association welcomed 
the State Commandant to 
Anambra State and  congrat-
ulated him on his well-de-
served deployment as the 
14th substantive  State Com-
mandant of  NSCDC Anam-
bra State Command.  

“On behalf  of  the mem-
bers of  this Association, I 
wish to say welcome to An-
ambra State. We pray God 
to endow you with all the 
strength and wisdom you 
need to satisfactorily dis-
charge the onerous duties 
of  your new office,” he re-

T
he same thing dis-
qualifies Atiku, af-
ter a northerner has 

ruled us for eight years; you 
want another northerner to 
go there?

 But they want to turn the 
issue by saying the North 
East has not had it. They 
should have protested when 
Buhari was coming back 
that North West had it,” he 
said. While noting that he 
is not a member of  the LP, 
Adebanjo said he is ‘obi-
dient’ a slogan used to de-
scribe supporters of  Obi.

He argued that people 
should criticise his choice 
based on the principle of  
fairness and not sentiment.

Meanwhile, the Lagos 
State chapter of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, led by its President, 
Chief  Solomon Ogbonna, 
has commended Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu for his 
support for the Ndigbo in 
the state; assuring that the 
Igbos will support his sec-
ond term because he has 
fulfilled all the campaign 
promises he made in 2019 
to them.

Ogbonna during a meet-

ing of  leaders of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo led and Ohanaeze 
Political Forum with Gover-
nor Babajide Sanwo-Olu at 
Lagos House, Marina, said 
that the Igbos must support 
Sanwo-Olu and APC.

“In 2023 elections, we 
will support Sanwo-Olu for 
second term and Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu for president. 
If  we have a governor of  
APC in Lagos and the same 
party at the federal level, it 
will be in the interest of  the 
Igbo people. Our PVCs will 
give us the voting strength 
in APC. We will support 
Sanwo-Olu’s second term in 
Lagos because he is extraor-
dinary,” he said.

Sanwo-Olu during the 
meeting said that the 2023 
general elections for Lagos 
residents, especially the Igbo 
people should be about who 
has the best interest of  the 
nation at heart; a person, 
who over the years has cre-
ated opportunities without 
consideration for tribal in-
terests and who has given a 
genuine platform for people 
to thrive, live and work well.

marked.
Rotary Club of  Umuahia 

Government House pays 
hospital Bill Of  Patient

Relief  came the way of  
Mrs. Adindu, Kelechi, a re-
nal failure patient, who was 
indebted to the Federal Med-
ical Centre FMC, Umuahia, 
Abia State, when Rotary 
Club of  Umuahia Govern-
ment House, District 9142, 
paid her medical bill.

The patient was detained 
by the hospital for her ina-
bility to pay after being dis-
charged.

Speaking during the hu-
manitarian visit, the Club’s 

President represented by the 
President Elect, Rtn. Lizzie 
Akwiwu said the outreach 
was part of  the Club’s hu-
manitarian activities, adding 
that the club’s mission is to 
alleviate the problems and 
suffering of  people in com-
munities around their envi-
rons.” She encouraged her 
to stick to the medical advice 
given to her by the medical 
experts to make life easier.

Answering questions from 
our correspondent on what 
motivated the philanthrop-
ic gesture shortly after, Rtn. 
Akwiwu said, “The Rotary 
Club of  Umuahia Govern-

ment House in continuation 
of  her desire to develop the 
community around her paid 
a visit to the Federal Medical 
Centre, Umuahia.

“At the hospital, we met 
a renal failure patient who 
has been discharged but was 
still detained at the hospital 
for her inability to complete 
payment of  her medical bills.  
“So, the Club, while prom-
ising to assist her whenever 
she comes for dialysis, put 
a smile on her face, by off-
setting the bill of  N65,000 
Naira and she was gifted an 
additional N10,000 Naira to 
enable her go home.” Lend-

ing his voice, the immediate 
past Visionary President of  
the Club, Rtn. Emeka Wa-
chuku said the gesture was 
to further reinforce Rotary 
International’s efforts at en-
suring welfare of  the people 
irrespective of  their back-
grounds.

In appreciation earlier, the 
patient, Mrs. Adindu Kel-
echi said the intervention of  
the Club was very helpful 
and thanked God for using 
Rotary to touch lives posi-
tively. Other members of  the 
Club also attended the out-
reach.

Empowerment program: Aggrieved Imo 
youths fault Coca Cola over alleged bias
By Ikenna Orioha

S
ome aggrieved unem-
ployed Imo youths have 
faulted Coca Cola Bot-

tling Company over alleged 
bias in its recent empower-
ment program it organised in 
conjunction with the Minis-
try of  Youth and Sports, Imo 
State, held at the Landmark 
Events Centre, New Owerri.

 The aggrieved youths, who 
spoke to journalists through 
Obioma Jude, Chima Chris-
tian and Uzoamaka Nwoke-
di, alleged that despite the 
issue that many of  them were 
not allowed access into the 
hall, adding that those who 
were allowed access were 
confused whether they would 
be empowered or not as they 
were promised by the organ-
izers. 

Media professionals who 
monitored the empower-
ment program, observed that 
the program which lasted 
for days had over 3,000 Imo 
youths in attendance with 
many of  them, famished and 
stranded given to the reason 
that the hall was filled up with 

food, water and drinks being 
counted.

According to Obioma Jude, 
“the way and manner this 
empowerment program was 
handled by the organizers 
did not in any way prove that 
any tangible thing is going to 
come out of  it at the end of  
the day. 

Two of  my friends who 
came yesterday regretted ever 
coming. They warned me not 
to come, but I ignored them, 
because I want to be empow-
ered. They told us that we 
are going to be empowered 
as soon as the program was 
concluded, but nothing has 
happened.

This is bad. I cannot go 
home with this certificate of  
participation as it is not use-
ful to me. What I need now is 
monetary empowerment not 
this irrelevant certificate. I re-
gret ever coming. It is a waste 
of  time, money and energy”.

Calling on the Imo State 
Government and Coca Cola 
Bottling Company to ensure 
that those who participated 
in the program are adequately 
empowered to reduce unem-

ployment, crime and insecu-
rity, Chioma Christian who 
said she graduated 6 years 
ago from Imo State Universi-
ty, Owerri, lamented that she 
“was not happy with biasness 
she noticed that went on in 
the course of  the program. 

Those who took certificates 
from the backdoor while the 
program was still on are 
mainly politicians, some are 
government appointees, oth-
ers are related to, or connect-
ed with the program organiz-
ers. 

Let our coming here not 
be in vain otherwise I will 
not take government seri-
ously about youth empower-
ment or employment. Many 
youths of  Imo State are quite 
idle because there is no work-
ing infrastructure like electric-
ity, good road that can ginger 
productivity. Government 
should wake up and do the 
needful for the youth”. 

“I am disappointed in the 
organizers of  this so-called 
empowerment program”, 
Uzoamaka Nwokedi cried. 
She pointed out that “we are 
over 60 in number who came 

to participate in the empower-
ment program, but the securi-
ty agents here refused to open 
the gate for us to enter. 

They only allowed those 
they know and those they 
were told to allow entrance. 
Even the Commissioner of  
Youth and Sports, Hon Dan 
Chike Ogu, snubbed us when 
we call his attention to our 
plight. Our message to the 
organizers is that they should 
find a way to accommodate 
those who were denied the 
opportunity to be engaged in 
the program. 

Whether it was real or not, 
we would have been given the 
chance to get into the hall. 
We are not happy that we 
were treated badly in our own 
state”.

 However, when journalists 
accosted Coca Cola staff  for 
clarification, they declined to 
speak. 

However, the Commission-
er of  Youth and Sports, Hon. 
Dan Chike Ogu, reluctantly 
told newsmen that he would 
not want any propaganda 
from the press about the youth 
empowerment program.

Imo youths during empowerment program organized by Coca Cola Bottling Company in conjunction with Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, Imo State, held last week, at Landmark Events Centre, New Owerri.
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IPOB rejects candidacy of Peter Obi 
T

he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB has 
rejected the candi-

dacy of  Mr. Peter Obi, the 
presidential candidate of  
Labour Party, insisting that 
it does not have interest in 
the politics of  Nigeria.

The freedom fighting out-
fit who dissociated itself  
from the extant clamour 
for the presidency of  Igbo 
extraction, reiterated their 
commitment to the restora-
tion of  Biafra land. 

This is even as the In-
digenous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB), has described 
as “laughable”, a certain 
claim which had linked the 
OBIdient movement to the 
National Secretary of  the 
Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore 
Fulani Socio-Cultural Asso-
ciation, Saleh Alhassan.

The group argued that Ni-
geria was irredeemable and 
rejected Peter Obi, the nom-
inee of  the Labour Party, 
as well as any presidential 
candidate of  Igbo descent. 
It claimed that Alhassan’s 
remarks were an insult to 
the Biafra struggle and the 
souls of  all those who had 
lost their lives in support of  
the restoration of  Biafra. 

In a statement by its Me-
dia and Publicity Secretary, 
Emma Powerful, IPOB 
warned that nobody should 
drag or link it with the poli-
tics of  Obi. 

It maintained that it nei-
ther knew Obi nor agreed 
with Obi’s political opin-
ions, insisting that its inter-
est remained the uncondi-
tional release of  its Leader 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu and 
the Biafra Referendum date. 
The statement reads in part: 
“Our attention has been 
drawn to the laughable and 
disgraceful statement cred-
ited to one Saleh Alhassan 
of  Miyetti Allah group link-

ing the so-called Obidient 
movement to IPOB. 

Miyyeti Allah are not 
well informed to know that 
IPOB does not engage in 
seasonal jamboree and se-
lection process called Nige-
rian election. 

IPOB cannot drag its 
hard-earned reputation to 
the mud of  the farce called 
Nigerian politics. Peter Obi 
is involved in and playing 
the dirty Nigerian politics 
while we in IPOB play ad-
vanced internationally ac-
cepted politics targeting Bia-
fra Referendum.” 

According to the group: - 
“the Igbo people rallying be-
hind Peter Obi are not IPOB 
members” because IPOB’s 
goal is the disintegration of  
the “Nigeria enterprise ir-
respective of  whether Peter 
Obi or anyone else from the 
Biafran geographic space is 
contesting in the Nigerian 
farce of  an election. 

“Nigerians should under-
stand that not every indig-
enous Igbo, Ibibio, Anang, 
Izon, Ogoni, Urhobo, etc 
from Biafra extraction sup-
port the Biafra Agitation by 
IPOB. While some are in 
support others are against it. 

That’s the democratic na-
ture of  Biafrans which only 
Referendum will settle.” 
IPOB, it said, is neither in-
terested in an Igbo President 
nor a Nigerian President of  
Biafra extraction.

“IPOB is a freedom fight-
ing movement and has 
nothing whatsoever to do 
with or in Nigerian politics. 
So long as we in IPOB are 
concerned, Nigeria is irre-
deemable. 

“All we want is the uncon-
ditional release of  our Lead-
er Mazi Nnamdi Kanu and 
the Biafra Referendum ped” 
the statement added.

Imo govt committed to free, fair legal system

D
eputy Governor 
of  Imo State, Prof. 
Placid Njoku, has 

reiterated that the 3R ad-
ministration led by Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma 
is fully committed to the 
autonomy of  the judiciary 
aimed at achieving free and 
fair legal system. 

He made this disclosure 
when he received a group 
of  lawyers in his office un-
der the umbrella body of  
Ikeduru Lawyers Forum. 

In a press release the 
Chief  Press Secretary to 
the Deputy Governor, Imo 
State, Ozioma Teddy Uk-
wuoma, Prof  Njoku ex-
pressed gladness with the 
courtesy visit, saying that 
the development of  Ikedu-
ru Local Government can 
only be done by indigenes 
of  the area, while describ-

ing the Owerri-Okigwe 
road done by the Uzodim-
ma’s administration as a 
legacy project in the history 
books of  the State. 

 Prof. Njoku while list-
ing ongoing projects being 
executed by the  3R admin-
istration,said that the area 
have never had it so good 
under past administrations 
in the State,while announc-
ing that the contractor han-
dling the RAMP project 
along Emekuku and Uzo-
agba axis is back to site.

He urged them to advise 
youths of  Ikeduru to avoid 
engaging themselves in any 
crime that will tarnish the 
image of  the area, while as-
suring them of  the protec-
tion of  lives and properties 
of  citizens by the  present 
administration, according 
to the deputy governor gov-

ernor Hope Uzodima’s  ad-
ministration will never sub-
scribe to the extrajudicial 
killings of  the people. On 
issues of  a befitting High 
Court complex in Iho Ike-
duru raised by the forum 
Prof. Njoku promised to 
liaise with relevant author-
ities to ensure it is realized.

Earlier in their response 
the leader of  the group 
Barr. Chuks Agbugba and 
former leader of  the group 
Barr. Uche Osuji, said their 

Gunmen abduct Rivers traditional ruler

H
igh Chief  Matthew 
Opoto, Chairman 
of  the Abissa Coun-

cil of  Chiefs in Akuku-Toru 
Local Government Area of  
Rivers State, has been ab-
ducted.

The traditional ruler was 
abducted on a boat while on 
his way to his community in 
Abissa.

Gunmen on a speed boat 
had reportedly intercepted 
the boat conveying the mon-
arch and some of  his chiefs.

Community sources said 
the traditional ruler was 
dragged into one of  the boats 
used by the suspected crimi-
nals after he was identified.

A community source 
confirmed the incident to 
newsmen in Port Harcourt, 
saying the monarch was few 
minutes to his destination 
when the gunmen struck.

“The chairman of  Abis-

sa council of  chiefs High 
Chief  Mathew Opito, (3rd) 
was travelling with some 
of  his chiefs and about five 
minutes to arrive the com-
munity, gunmen came in a 
speed boat, identified him 
and took him away.

“We have no informa-
tion about him. The entire 
community is worried, the 
chiefs, elders, youths and 
women, everybody is wor-
ried because there is no in-
formation about him up till 
now,” he said.

He called on the security 
agencies, including the Ni-
geria Navy Ship, Pathfinder 
(NNS Pathfinder) and the 
Rivers State Government to 
intervene and facilitate his 
release.

The spokesperson of  
the state police command, 
Grace Iringe-Koko, con-
firmed the incident.

visit is to familiarize with 
their illustrious son the 
Deputy Governor and also 
intimate him of  projects the 
association is carrying out 
especially in ensuring that 
Ikeduru High Court which 
was moved to Nwaoriubi 
Mbaitoli due to lack of  in-
frastructure is returned in 
a befitting standard,as they 
thanked  the governor for 
appointing a judge for lke-
duru High court.

From left, the patient, Mrs Adindu Kelechi appreciating Rotary Club of Umuahia Government House.

Stop checking phones on the road 
 – Force PRO warns Policemen 

A
uthorities of  the po-
lice have once again 
said that its personnel 

have no right to check peo-
ple’s phones arbitrarily on the 
road.

Force Public Relations Of-
ficer, CSP Muyiwa Adejobi, 
reechoed the notice on Tues-
day during an appearance on 
Sunrise Daily.

“Stop checking phones on 
the road. You can’t check 
somebody’s phone. It is his 
personal property. You can-
not do it,” Adejobi said of  an 
activity which Nigerians have 
repeatedly accused police-
men of  doing.

The Force PRO was com-
menting on the activities of  
the police, recent disciplinary 
actions taken against some 
policemen for assaulting Ni-
gerians, among other issues.

Asked if  the police are 
taking steps to prevent more 
policemen from violating the 
rights of  Nigerians, he said 
efforts were in place, stressing 
that in every organisation and 
society there will be deviants.

He said, “In the Police, we 
have those who are deviants. 
There is no policeman who 
doesn’t know that you must 

not dress improperly, you 
must not smoke while on 
duty, you must not slap the 
Nigerian, you must not use 
cutlass to flog.

“There is no Nigerian po-
lice personnel who will tell 
me today that they are not 
aware because, in the training 
school, it’s part of  our manu-
al; they must have taught you 
all these things.”

Stressing that the police 
force operates based on laws, 
the police spokesman said the 
Force will continue to take 
necessary disciplinary actions 
against errant officers.

“So, if  a policeman has 
done something wrong, 
every offence — disciplinary 
offence or criminal offence 
— has its punishment. If  it 
is reduction in rank, we give 
it to you; if  it is dismissal, we 
give to you; if  it is severe repri-
mand, we give to you…

 “But it is clear, how can a 
policeman stand on the road 
and be collecting money? It 
is not a disciplinary offence, 
it is a criminal offence. Cor-
ruption is a criminal offence. 
If  you flog somebody, you 
assault somebody, it is a crim-
inal offence,” CSP Adejobi 
opined.

IPOB cannot be compared to Miyetti 
Allah – Nnamdi Kanu’s lawyer replies Soyinka

A
loy Ejimakor, a 
Special Counsel 
to Nnamdi Kanu, 

leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, IPOB, 
has said the group cannot 
be compared to Miyetti Al-
lah.

Ejimakor explained that 
IPOB is registered world-
wide, hence cannot be 
compared to Miyetti Allah.

He spoke against the 
backdrop of  Nobel Laure-
ate Wole Soyinka’s com-
ment on the Federal Gov-
ernment’s proscription of  
IPOB.

Soyinka had questioned 
the Federal Government’s 
handling of  the farm-
ers-herders crisis in Nige-
ria.

He wondered why the 
Federal Government was 
yet to ban Miyetti Allah 
while it already did IPOB 
due to its agitation.

Soyinka said Nigerians 
must always put the coun-
try’s history in perspective 
to understand security 
challenges.

Reacting, Ejimakor said 
IPOB was respected by na-
tions of  the world because 
of  its non-violence.

Ejimakor tweeted: “Why 
proscribe IPOB and not 
Miyetti Allah?’ – Prof  Soy-
inka.

“Thanks, Prof, but the 
two can’t compare because 
IPOB is registered world-
wide, respected by nations 
and nonviolent. Miyetti Al-
lah is not.”
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h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  Tcandidate of  the All 
Prog ress ive  Grand 

Alliance, APGA in Ebonyi 
state Prof. Ben Odoh has 
condemned the attack and 
destruction of  his campaign 
billboards in the State.

Odoh in a press statement 
issued in Abakaliki, accused 
agents and thugs of  the State 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  b e i n g  
responsible the act.

The APGA candidate who 
decried the continuous attacks 
on opposition parties in the 
state by paid desperate political 
thugs warned Ebonyi youths to 
attack issues not campaign 
materials. Odoh said "Series of  
events in the last couple of  days 
in Ebonyi State have left sour 
tastes in the mouth of  many 
Nigerians who have followed 
with daze, the l imitless 
intimidations, harassments and 
attacks on opposition elements 
and as habitual, the denials 
cum reactions emanating from 
the government of  Engr. David 
Nweze Umahi".

"Ebonyians woke up today, 
Monday, August 22, 2023 to 
discover  that  b i l lboards  
belonging to the leading 
Governorship candidate in the 
2023  genera l  e l ec t ions,  
Professor Benard Ifeanyi Odoh 
bearing his image and that of  
his Deputy, Dr. Nkata Chukwu 
in the Abakaliki capital city and 
some other parts of  the State 
have been removed in the 
locations where they had been 
strategically placed".

"We would sadly recall that 
the last couple of  days have 
witnessed increased attacks on 
opposition elements even 
w i t h i n  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l  

Progressives Congress, APC 
and indeed, all those whom the 
State government considers 
'potential threats' to their game 
of  wits and desperate plot to 
foist an utterly 'unpopular 
candidate' on the people of  
Ebonyi State. Since the public 
pronouncement of  the said 
'candidate', many members of  
the old APC, including serving 
a p p o i n t e e s  h av e  s i n c e  
developed cold feets; leaving 
the Party in a suspense and 
limbo as to those who may 
eventually fly the Party's flags 
in the 2023 general elections." 
"With the already divided old 
and new Ebonyi APC camps 
battling to arm-twist and undo 
one other, the recent Federal 
High Court judgment which 
recognized Umahi's arch rival 
as the authentic flag-bearer of  
the Party for the Ebonyi South 
Senatorial ticket must have 
increased the tempo and 
desperation of  the agents of  the 
government to allegedly launch 
offensives on those they 
consider as opposition even 
within their own Party. Of  
course we are aware of  the 
r e c e n t  p u r p o r t e d  
suspension/expulsion carried 
out in the most infantile 
manner all to pave way for 
Governor Umahi to fly the 
P a r t y ' s  E b o n y i  S o u t h  
Senatorial flag against extant 
provisions of  the new Electoral 
Act and despite the fact that the 
matter is yet pending before an 
Appellate Court". "Already, 
v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l  a n d  
international women groups 
have voiced out their irritation 
over the unjust intimidations, 
threats and harassments of  the 
said female aspirant, Princess 
Ann Nwanyibuife Agom-Eze, 
h e r  U m u d o m i  W a r d  
Chairman, John Nwigboji 

including supporters and 
members of  their families vis-à-
vis the savourless desperation 
of  a sitting, two-term Governor 
Umahi to occupy Nigeria's red 
chambers at all costs and by 
every means".

"On the other hand, we 
were also reliably informed, as 
reported in various print, 
broadcast and Social media 
platforms that the State 
government had despairingly 
exerted excessive pressures on 
the Ebonyi Founding Fathers- a 
forum of  respected elder 
statesmen and women who 
played indispensable roles in 
the creation of  the State to issue 
a communiqué endorsing the 
pronounced and preferred 
candidate of  the divided APC 
as their choice candidate for the 
2023 general elections".

"This, the loyalists of  the 
State government allegedly led 
by Governor Umahi attempted 
to execute, hiding under an 
unknown 'Charter of  Equity'. 
The script was for the elders 
who the Governor had already 
counseled during a Courtesy 
visit on him to proclaim that 
power must shift to Ebonyi 
North and only candidates (the 
Governor's preferred lackey) 
should be qualified to vie for the 
Governorship position". "As 
the tempo built up however and 
the information saturated the 
media space, the founding 
fathers got sharply divided as 
wisdom eventually prevailed on 
the majority to maintain their 
grounds that everyone who is in 
the race for the number one 
position in the State are all their 
sons and they cannot therefore 
take a stand in favour of  one 
against the other. As some 
insiders reliably informed, the 
elders reasoned that the State 
government cannot use them to 

change the goalpost in the 
middle of  a football match. The 
dusts though appear to have 
settled".

"Just last weekend, the 
media was again awash with 
reports alleging an attack by 
men of  the State's Security 
outfit- Ebubeagu on Women's 
August meeting which had 
been billed to take place at the 
People's Club Abakaliki, a 
property owned by a private 
business individual. It was 
alleged that following sustained 
gunshots inside the said venue 
by the supposed security outfit, 
some of  the women were 
injured as they were forced out 
of  the venue. The real motive of  
t h e  d e s p e r a t e  U m a h i  
government and his agents as 
alleged is widely known to the 
world; to perhaps cause and 
instill fears on peaceful and 
peace-loving Ebonyians so that 
the fear would deter them from 
campaigning and performing 
their civic responsibilities in the 
2023 general elections".

"It ridicules our beloved 
Ebonyi State that August 
meetings which have since 
become an annual ceremony 
that attract guests from all over 
the world to the Igbo land and 
even beyond- a gathering that 
affords our mothers the 
privilege and opportunity to 
chart a way forward for 
communal progress is also 
reportedly considered a 'threat' 
to Umahi and his power hungry 
liveried servants. What a 
shameful act of  abnormal 
cowardice for a man who has 
presided over the affairs of  
nearly four million Ebonyians 
in the past over seven years! 
Unfortunately, the power 
honey-comb which he had been 
licking and dealing ruthlessly 
with all segments and sectors of  

the Ebonyi fabric, perhaps 
thinking it won't be exhausted 
must surely come to an end on 
May 29th, 2023 and the days of  
r e c k o n i n g  a n d  h u m a n  
j u d g m e n t s  s h a l l  b e g i n  
immediately".

"Despite its much touted 
but  a l ready f lounder ing 
achievements, particularly in 
the area of  infrastructural 
developments, the fear of  losing 
power have so much become of  
tremendous concern to Engr. 
Umahi and his numerous army 
of  occupations that rather than 
canvass for the support of  the 
electorates through the ballot 
by show-casing its so-called 
numerous achievements, it has 
rather resorted to attacks, 
intimidations and harassments 
of  those they consider as 
'threats'. It is now so deplorably 
shameful that even the mere 
sight of  a candidate's campaign 
billboards frightens the Umahi 
government and its agents even 
while still wielding power".

" Fo r  u s  i n  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA, who are truly and 
ideologically progressives in 
the real sense of  the word, we 
had since we set out for our 
consultations in June and even 
in our numerous media 
appearances maintained a very 
robust and healthy engagement 
with both the stakeholders of  
different political Parties and 
the Ebonyi electorates. Recall 
that when I paid a consultative 
visit to the APC Governorship 
candidate and Speaker of  the 
Ebonyi  S ta te  House  of  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Ogbonna 
Nwifuru, I had informed the 
Press that part of  the aim of  my 
visit was for us to synergize to 
make the 2023 elections in 

Ebonyi: Attack on APGA campaign billboards
climaxes Gov Umahi's cowardice - Prof  Odoh

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Continues on Pg. 11
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Ebonyi issues-based and that 
there was no love lost between 
one politician and the other 
even though they belong to 
different political parties 
especially in an era where the 
Electoral Act has rendered 
thuggery and the use of  
violence almost irrelevant. This 
is simply because any attack (s) 
on any Polling Unit can only 
lead to cancellation of  elections 
and results not returned in such 
areas".

"We have also visited 
several serving government 
appointees and leaders within 
and beyond the shores of  the 
State all in our bid to tell 
Ebonyians what we are 
prepared to do from day one 
when we are eventually elected 
into power. It is on record that 
no other candidate (so-called), I 
repeat, NO CANDIDATE has 
reached out directly to the 
electorates with its campaign 
plans, manifestos and overall 
blueprint like we have done in 
the last couple of  weeks or 
m o n t h s .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  
democracy and the law entails 
and rightly provides for. I have 
consistently maintained before 
you (the esteemed members of  
the Press) that the only threat or 
challenger I face going into the 
Ebonyi 2023 Governorship 
election are the issues of  hunger 

and multi-dimensional poverty 
facing us as a people and that I 
have a  bet ter  economic 
blueprint including detailed 
plans for the critical sectors of  
h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
agriculture which we believe 
will turn around the fortunes of  
our dear people very positively. 
It is audible to the deaf  and 
visible to the blind that our 
people have been reduced to 
c o m m o n  h a w k e r s  a n d  
messengers across several cities 
of  Nigeria".

"The law does not permit 
any citizen in any way or form, 
no matter how highly placed 
and whoever may be sending 
such an individual and not also 
minding the kind of  State 
apparatus he may think is 
backing his actions to unleash 
mayhem on a candidate of  
another political Party he 
considers an opposition, his or 
her supporters or even his 
campaign materials". 

"The  genes i s  o f  the  
mindless attacks on our 
billboards which occurred last 
night, Sunday, August 21, 2022 
(because we saw it still hanging 
hours after the professional 
handlers, Rocana Nigeria Ltd 
had hung them) was that the 
State government, obviously 
jittery of  the momentum 
gained by our consultative 

engagements in the State so far 
pasted a “Remove Ads” notices 
on them".

"The "Remove Ads" was as 
a result of  our advertising 
handlers refusal to surrender 
the billboards which we had 
already paid for to the APC 
Candidate who had earlier 
requested for them at all cost.

ROCANA are not in any 
way and form owing the state 
government" .

"As law abiding citizens 
who understands the place of  
professional engagements in 
matters such as this, it was only 
incumbent that we reach out 
and inform the advertising 
agency- Rocana, which has 
professionally operated in the 
state and the entire south east in 
the last few decades about the 
“remove ads” notices placed by 
the Ebonyi State Government 
on the billboards with its 
official seal. They promised to 
reach the state government and 
get back to us as soon as 
practicable".

"Some hours after, we 
discovered that the billboards 
have already been torn and 
r e m ove d  f o r c e f u l ly,  b y  
suspected desperate agents of  
the state government". 

"Some of  the billboards are 
s t i l l  h a n g i n g ,  f a c i n g  
downwards and there have 

been no explanation offered the 
professional advertising agent- 
Rocana who has maintained 
that it has been paying the 
Ebonyi State Government it's 
taxes, dues and other rates as 
and when due. This to us is an 
act of  cowardice by Governor 
Umahi and his army of  
political bandits. To prove our 
fears and suspicion right about 
the ill-intentions of  these 
dastard and coward actors, we 
discovered that other places 
where the same Rocana had 
billboards of  other products 
were not touched and neither 
was the same “remove ads” 
notices placed on them".

"At  th i s  juncture,  i t  
behooves on us and the entire 
APGA family as responsible, 
peace-loving and law abiding 
political party and citizens to;

"Request the authorities of  
the Nigerian Police Force, 
Ebonyi State Command to 
i m m e d i a t e ly  c o m m e n c e  
investigations, arrest and 
prosecute those suspected to be 
behind this unlawful conduct. 
The police must leave no stone 
unturned in this regard least 
they set a wrong example".

" Sound this as a last  
w a r n i n g  n o t e  t o  t h e  
government and its agents, 
particularly it's multiple armed 
t h u g s  m a s q u e r a d i n g  a s  

'Ebubeagu' to desist from, I 
emphasize; avoid being used 
under any guise or platform to 
a t tack  APGA campaign 
m a t e r i a l s ,  m e m b e r s  o r  
s u p p o r t e r s .  F o r  t h e  
consequences of  any such 
further attack on the party- 
campaign materials or humans 
and the opposition in Ebonyi in 
g e n e r a l  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
"TOLERATED”.

"The youths, whose future 
and destinies, including those 
of  their children and wards 
have been terribly destroyed by 
the inhuman actions and 
policies of  the present-day 
government should remember 
that “when the chips are down, 
their oppressive 'emperor' 
would take the next available 
flight to the countries they have 
already stashed enough of  our 
collective wealth and resources 
and abandon them to their fate 
to sort themselves out”  

"And for the Umahi-led 
g ove r n m e n t  w h i c h  h a s  
continued to live in cowardice 
thinking it can perpetually keep 
the opposition parties in 
suspended terror in order to 
intimidate the electorates into 
a b a n d o n i n g  t h e i r  c iv i c  
obligations, we wish to posit 
that the resoluteness of  the 
APGA family and indeed, the 
entire Ebonyi electorates to not 
only canvass support for their 
genuinely preferred candidates, 
vote and defend same in next 
year's general elections is even 
now, most unwavering. Their 
actions are rather emboldening 
Ebonyians from across all 
works of  life to ensure that a 
gover nment  tha t  would  
guarantee the rights to their 
freedoms as enshrined in our 
various laws emerge victorious 
at the polls next year. This is 
more audacious because there's 
often a limit to which a people 
can endure pains!

"As they plan to instigate 
crises and unleash terror on the 
electorates as that is all they 
allegedly boast of  during their 
s e c r e t  m e e t i n g s ,  t h e  
government should remember 
first and foremost that the oath 
it swore to protect lives and 
property of  all Ebonyians 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 9  
Constitution (as amended) 
have not and will not expire till 
the 29th day of  May 2023 when 
it shall handover to a newly 
elected government. More so is 
the fact that they have no 
monopoly of  violence! "As I 
will always say: what lies ahead 
of  us are far greater than what is 
behind us!" He stated.

Attack on APGA campaign billboards
climaxes Gov Umahi's cowardice - Prof  Odoh

Continued from Pg. 10
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Anambra owes N14bn to Pensioners,
resources unavailable – Soludo
G

overnor of  Anam-
bra State, Professor 
Charles Soludo, 

has disclosed that the state 
government is owing pen-
sioners in the state a sum of  
N14 billion.

The governor made the 
disclosure while inaugurat-
ing a nine-member com-
mittee for the State-Local 
Government Joint Account 
(JAAC) on Monday.

Soludo who inaugurat-
ed the committee shortly 
after the State Executive 
Council Meeting, at the 
Government House, Awka 
also stated that the govern-
ment was going to employ 
over 4,000 teachers to rejig 
teaching and learning in the 
state.

“We are going to be em-
ploying over 4,000 teachers, 
it’ll be charged to JAAC. 
Meanwhile, you have over 
N14bn debt in terms of  ar-
rears to gratuity and pen-

sions. Part of  it we have 
started to pay and so on and 
so forth.

“The resources aren’t 
there. But at the same time, 
you are being called upon 
to do some very special dis-
ruptive function. It is going 
to be alot of  hard work. 
Why do I say that? Because 
you are being called upon to 
do very disruptive work at a 
time of  major challenges 
in the country. Major chal-
lenges in the finances of  the 
state and local government 
and you’ve been called 
upon to find the solution”.

According to the gov-
ernor, the local system is 
largely two folds including 
its financing and adminis-
tration, noting that the state 
would set up the local gov-
ernment administration.

He added that the admin-
istration of  the local govern-
ment was a bit challenging 
as the infrastructure in the 

G
odfrey Onyemaobi, 
the Chairman of  
the Elders Advisory 

council of  the Abia State 
chapter of  All Progressives 
Congress, has dumped the 
APC for the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
the state.

His defection to PDP 
came on the backdrops 
of  leadership crisis rock-
ing the opposition APC in 
Abia State necessitated by 
the outcome of  the paral-
lel gubernatorial primary 
elections held by the party, 
wherein two governorship 
candidates emerged at the 
recently-conducted exercise 
in Abia State.

It was gathered that both 
candidates are already in 
court seeking judicial inter-
pretation on the authenticity 
of  the conducted exercise, 
and the actual winner of  the 
gubernatorial primary elec-
tions held by All Progres-
sives Congress in the state.

They are the immediate 
past Minister of  State for 
Mines and Steel Devel-
opment, Dr Uche Samp-
son Ogah and the former 
Pro-chancellor and the 
Chairman Board Council of  
University of  Nigeria Nsuk-
ka (UNN), Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike.

However, the defection of  
Geoffrey Onyemaobi, who 

was also a third republic 
state parliamentarian and re-
spected Abia elder statesman 
from the APC to PDP was 
confirmed during a political 
function held in Umuahia, 
the state capital at the week-
end by Peoples Democratic 
Party House of  Represent-
ative’s standard-bearer for 
Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
constituency seat in the 2023 
general election and the cur-
rent Speaker of  the Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon Rt. Hon Chinedum 
Enyinnaya Orji.

At the event, the Abia 
Speaker, Hon Chinedum 
Orji, appointed Onyemaobi 
to chair his Campaign Ad-
visory Council for Umuahia 
North Local Government 
Area of  the state, and at the 
same time, the committee 
formally inaugurated the lat-
ter, who also administered 
an oath of  office on them.

In his acceptance speech, 
the ex-chairman of  the Abia 
APC Elders Council, who 
doubled as the Speaker’s the 
Campaign Advisory Coun-
cil chairman for Umuahia 
North LGA, Sir Godfrey O 
Onyemaobi, thanked Orji 
for finding them worthy to 
be an integral part of  his 
campaign council.

The prominent elder 
statesman also promised that 
they will work collectively to 
achieve success.

Newly sworn-in commissioner of Ministry of Petroleum and Resources with members of the staff on his assumption of of�ce

various local governments 
including the ones that have 
been burnt down needed to 
be repaired.

“For us we have a vision 
to have responsibility de-
volve to base and to have lo-
cal government that is em-
powered from the base, to 
deliver development to the 
grassroot. And consequent-
ly, the finances that are very 
limited will have to be run 
in a different way.

“We have a peculiar local 
government system where 
the staff  and other obliga-
tions of  the local govern-
ment are pulled together on 
local government autono-

my,
“I hear people talk about 

autonomy. If  you want to 
implement a strict auton-
omy, it’ll mean that each 
local government will em-
ploy and pay its staff. That’s 
what it’ll mean but this is 
not the case. That’s why 
you find someone in Idemili 
working in Ayamelum and 
someone from Ayamelum 
working in Nnewi South 
because they have a pool 
system,” he said.

The Committee is headed 
by the Commissioner for 
Local Government Affairs, 
Mr. Collins Nwabunwanne 
while the Commission-

er for Finance, Mr. Ifeatu 
Onejeme, serves as the Vice 
Chairman and Dr. Leopold 
Arinze Nwankwo-Ikwueto, 
Secretary.

Other members include 
Barr. Ifeatu Obiokoye, 
member representing Cen-
tral Senatorial Zone, Dr. 
Nnamdi Nwadiogbu, mem-
ber representing North 
Senatorial Zone, Sir Van 
George Ezeogudi, member 
representing South Sena-
torial Zone, Dr. Chibuike 
Ofobuike, member and 
Transition Committee 
Chairman representing 
South Zone.

Others are Mrs. Amaka 

Obi, member and Transi-
tion Committee Chairman, 
representing Central Zone, 
Mr. Livinus Onyenwe, 
member and Transition 
Committee Chairman rep-
resenting North Zone.

In a vote of  thank, Chair-
man of  Transition Com-
mittee Chairmen, Mr. Liv-
inus Onyenwe who spoke 
onbehalf  of  other members 
of  the committee, thanked 
the governor for finding 
them worthy to serve in 
that capacity, pledging to 
work round the clock to 
efficiently deliver service to 
Ndi Anambra.

IPOB has no camp in Enugu 
community – Spokesman

T
he leadership of  the 
Indigenous People 
of  Biafra has denied 

insinuations that it owns 
and runs a training camp 
at Enugu Ezike, in Enugu 
State.

This was as the group 
reiterated that those ter-
rorizing and causing may-
hem in the area were not 
volunteer members of  its 
security arm, the Eastern 
Security Network.

The group’s Director 
of  Media and Publicity, 
Emma Powerful, stat-
ed this in a statement on 
Tuesday, adding that ESN 
stopped recruiting in 2020.

The statement partly 
read, “We the global fami-
ly and movement of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
ably led by the great leader 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, wish 
to reiterate once again to 

the general public, espe-
cially the people of  Enugu 
Ezike, that those in their 
community and other parts 
terrorizing them are not 
IPOB volunteers or ESN 
operatives.

“The Eastern Security 
Network stopped recruit-
ing personnel since two 
years ago. Therefore, an-
ybody deceiving and pa-
rading himself  or herself  
as joined ESN recently is 
working with infiltrators 
and will die in the hands of  
the Nigeria Government 
and its security Agencies. 
ESN operatives under IP-
OB-DOS knew from time 
immemorial that Nigeria 
Government and its se-
curity Agencies are our 
enemies, and we have 
mastered strategies for 
handling these enemies.

“ESN don’t have any 

operational camp at Enu-
guezike Igbo-Eze Enugu 
North. Those terrorizing 
men and women of  God, 
including traditional rul-
ers, are not ESN Opera-
tives or IPOB volunteers. 

IPOB and ESN do not 
call our people to bring 
money to them. Anybody 
who wishes to support 
ESN Operatives does that 
willingly and voluntarily 
without any form of  force 
or threat. The youths of  
the affected communities 
must come out and identi-
fy these criminals because 
IPOB is coming out to deal 
with them.

“Those claiming to be 
auto-pilots without Aero-
planes are not IPOB fam-
ily members, and we can-
not allow them to destroy 
IPOB’s image. Autopilots 
are free to do anything in 

their names but not imper-
sonating IPOB. We are not 
against anyone or group 
fighting for Biafra so long 
as you’re not impersonat-
ing IPOB, ESN, M-Branch 
and Mazi Nnamdi Kanu 
and with the sole objective 
of  destroying the hard-
earned good image and 
reputation of  IPOB and 
ESN.”

… Emerges Abia speaker’s chair 
of Advisory council
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FG begs doctors, nurses to
remain in Nigeria

Ebonyi govt donates N18 m to victims 
of collapsed Eke Aja Market Uburu
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News

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o ensure absolute 
reign of  peace, pros-
perity, cordiality 

including development 
in Imo communities, the 
newly sworn-in Sole Ad-
ministrators (SOLADs) of  
Oru West, Oru East, Ow-
erri Municipal Council and 
Ikeduru, have promised to 
render effective and unbi-
ased service to their people 
throughout their stay in of-
fice.

They maintained that 
when communities in Imo 
State have working infra-
structures such as electric-
ity, good road network, 
quality and accessible 
healthcare delivery, neat 
and solid market environ-
ments among others the 
people particularly youths 
would adequately engage 
in productive activities that 
can promote economic 
prosperity, thereby propel 
good living, security, com-
fort in a tranquil and serene 
milieu.

The Sole Administrators, 
Hon. Willie TC Okolieg-
wo, Hon. Celestine Nnam-
di Onyeaka (Onyeoma na 
Abuja), Hon. Nze Chris-
tian and Very Rev. CNN 
Nwanebo who made the 
promise after their inaugu-
ration by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma at Sam Mbak-
we Exco Chamber, Gov-
ernment House, Owerri, 
last week, assured that they 
would work in accordance 

SOLADs promise effective service to communities
to the dictates of  democ-
racy and in line with the 
policy of  government to 
advance the welfare and 
wellbeing of  the people at 
the grassroots.

According to Okoliegwo, 
“I will render more effec-
tive service to the people 
of  Oru West because I’m 
ready to serve them again 
in this capacity. Yes, it is 
an additional responsibility 
which calls for additional 
service delivery to the com-
munities. And we are going 
to gain additional success 
and development”.

Just as Onyeaka assert-
ed that he will work in 
line with the mantra of  the 
Shared Prosperity admin-
istration, as well as in con-
formity and cordiality with 
the people of  Oru East to 
lift the area positively to nip 
crime and insecurity at the 
bud. Indeed, I had empow-
ered many youths at the 
locality and I will do more. 
We are committed to help 
the Governor to achieve 
the reconciliation, recovery 
and reconstruction agenda 
of  the present administra-
tion to developing the state 
to good of  all persons”.

With Hon. Nze Christian 
vowing he will do his “best 
to make sure that I drive 
dividends of  democracy 
to the grassroots as to put 
more smiles on the faces of  
Owerri Municipal Council 
people. I thank them for 
their support and prayers. 
I’m also thankful to Gov-

From Left; Anambra State Commandant of Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps, 
Anambra State Command, Mr. Isidore Chukwudi Chikere with Mr. Dara Chijioke 
Okechukwu with Chairman and Coordinator Association of Heads of Federal
Establishments AHFE, Anambra State Chapter

By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

E
bonyi State Govern-
ment has donated the 
sum of  18 million Na-

ira as palliative to families of  
victims of  collapsed building 
at Eke Aja Market in Uburu,  
Ohaozara Local Govern-
ment Council of  the State. 
Families of  those who lost 
their lives received the sum 
of  N3million each through 
their next of  kin, while those 
who sustained injuries re-
ceived the sum of   2 million 
Naira each.

It would be recalled that 
the building collapse in-
cident of  20th May, 2022 
claimed four lives while 
three others sustained vari-
ous degrees of  injuries. Pre-
senting the cheques to the 
beneficiaries at Obiozara, 
the Council’s Headquarter 
governor David Umahi who 
was represented by the Dep-
uty Governor Dr Kelechi 
Igwe described the incident 
as unfortunate, hence the 
decision of  the State Gov-
ernment to look into the 
plights of  the families of  the 

victims.
“We are here today to 

empathize with the victims 
of  the unfortunate incident 
that claimed the lives of  four 
persons while three persons 
are receiving treatment at 
the Federal Teaching Hos-
pital, Abakalilki. It is our 
prayer that it will not hap-
pen again in any part of  Eb-
onyi State. 

Once in a while we find 
ourselves in an inexplicable 
circumstance but we should 
see it as an act of  God 
which no Man can control.” 
He encouraged the bene-
ficiaries to strive to make 
judicious use of  the money 
to cushion the effects of  the 
unfortunate incident. 

The secretary to Ebonyi 
State Government, Dr 
Kenneth Ugbala explained 
that the Governor out of  
magnanimity approved the 
financial assistance after de-
liberations in the Executive 
Council. While encouraging 
the families to put behind 
their sorrows, Dr. Ugbala 
assured that Government 
will always stand by them at 
all times.

Emenike picks female running mate,
Rev Gloria Nanya Akara from Ukwa LGA

T
he governorship can-
didate of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress 

(APC) in Abia State, High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike has 
presented a woman from 
Ukwa as his running mate 
in the 2023 general election. 
It is the first a person from 
Abia’s oil bearing area has 
been considered to be a dep-
uty governorship candidate 
in the history of  the state.

Rev Gloria Nanya Aka-
ra from Ukwa East local 
government in Abia South 
Senatorial District was un-
veiled Sunday at a meeting 
of  Bende local government 
APC stakeholders at Item in 

Abia North zone.
Emenike, who formally 

introduced his running mate 
to the large crowd of  party 
faithful, described her as “a 
lady of  faith, a true mother, a 
loving wife”, who would add 
value to the rescue mission 
of  Abia APC.

This strategic appointment 
of  a woman as running mate 
has placed Abia APC as the 
only party out of  the big four 
political parties in Abia(PDP, 
APC, APGA, LP) to have 
put women on the front seat 
ahead of  the 2023 gubernato-
rial race.

Abia women have nev-
er had the opportunity to 

sit in the executive wing of  
the state,” he said, adding 
that, “APC is promising 
something positively new in 
Abia”.

The APC governorship 
hopeful further underlined 
the significance of  his choice 
of  Mrs Akara as running 
mate, pointing out that no-
body from Ukwa, the oil 
bearing area of  Abia has 
been in the executive wing 
right from the old Imo state.

“It has always been my de-
sire that Ukwa people must 
be in the political equation 
of  Abia,” he revealed, add-
ing that he didn’t just go to 
Ukwa for a running mate 
but got a high quality wom-
an with intimidating creden-
tials, including 40 years of  
legal practice.

Chief  Emenike also stated 
that, by choosing a woman 
as deputy governorship can-
didate, he has demonstrated 
that “in APC we don’t just 
preach gender equity, we 
practise it”.

However, he disclosed that 
he encountered immense 
pressure in the process of  
picking a female running 
mate, saying that he had to 
seek the face of  God and 
through divine inspiration 
he was able to stick with his 
decision.

In her acceptance speech, 
the newly unveiled running 
mate said that the emergence 

of  Emenike as the 2023 gov-
ernorship flag bearer of  APC 
“is an answer to prayer”.

“The people of  Abia have 
prayed and cried to God var-
iously to intervene in the af-
fairs of  the state. Being stra-
tegically placed by God in 
Nigeria as an oil producing 
state and also a well known 
industrial hub in Africa, 
Abia deserves much much 
more than it has ever gotten 
in the course its existence,” 
she said.

According to the woman 
of  God, the emergence of  
Emenike with a mandate to 
liberate Abia “at this time 
and in this season is well 
timed for Abia liberation, 
transformation, credible, tan-
gible change in several fronts 
from the basic to the truly kit-
ty issues of  governance”.

While accepting “the rare 
offer and opportunity” to 
have been chosen as depu-
ty governorship candidate, 
Mrs. Akara pledged to work 
with Emenike and support 
“this noble and most laud-
able cause (of  rescuing and 
developing Abia) whole-
heartedly”.

 Earlier the state chairman 
of  Abia APC, Dr Kingsley 
Ononogbu assured the gov-
ernorship candidate that 
Bende local government 
would live up to its status as 
“a strong base of  APC” in 
Abia. 

ernor Hope Uzodimma 
for elevating me to such a 
political height. We shall 
work together to make 
enormous progress”.

While Very Rev. CNN 
Nwanebo, who is also the 
Special Adviser to the Gov-
ernor on Religious Affairs, 
assured that he is “coming 
over to transform Ikeduru. 
Ikeduru has been bleeding 
for sometime with injus-
tice, disunity and bias here 
and there and I cannot 
afford to disappoint my 
people, government and I 
will bring the capacity I’m 
made of, the one of  ecclesi-
astic, political and social to 
enhance Ikeduru for a new 
dawn and level. I am glad 
to Uzodimma for finding 
me so worthy for the ap-
pointment”.

Adding her voice, one of  
the proponents of  peace 
and good governance from 
Inyishi Ward, Umudim in 
Ikeduru LGA, Hon. Clara 
Nwanyipuruiche Njoku, 
prayed to God to help the 
SOLADs perform credita-
bly as they vowed to liber-
ate their people, stressing 
that Ikeduru SOLAD has 
the capacity to unite Ikedu-
ru people for firm reign of  

T
he federal government 
has reiterated its assur-
ance that measures are 

being deployed to address the 
brain drain in Nigeria.

Minister of  State for 
Health, Joseph Ekumanka-
ma spoke with reporters on 
Monday at the Federal Med-
ical Centre, Ebute Meta, La-
gos.

He inaugurated the Ortho-
pedic and Trauma Centre, 
Molecular Building Com-
plex, Oxygen gas plant, Clin-
ical Training Centre, and Ul-
tra-Modern theatre.

Ekumankama admitted 
that the mass relocation of  
health personnel was a prob-

lem and was worrisome.
“The greatest challenge fac-

ing the sector presently is the 
doctors and nurses leaving 
the country”, NAN quoted 
him saying.”

The minister appealed to 
them to remain in Nigeria 
to see the efforts of  the gov-
ernment. “As a sacrifice, I 
encourage them to stay back 
and help us revitalize the 
health sector. We have wit-
nessed that today with what 
is on ground in this hospital,” 
he said. Ekumankama added 
that the government, in the 
last three years, released 100 
percent of  health budget.
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Controversy

he Independent National TElectoral Commission 
(INEC) has again made a 

case for the establishment of  a 
new commission to deal with 
electoral offenders.

I N E C  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  
Mahmood Yakubu, said work on 
the country's electoral process 
would remain incomplete if  
electoral offenders continue to 
walk freely. He stated at a public 
hearing on the “Bill for an Act to 
establish the National Electoral 
Offences Commission” on 
Tuesday in Abuja.

The hearing was organised by 
the House of  Representatives 
Committee on Electoral Matters.

Yakubu, who acknowledged 
additional powers given to the 
commission in the recently signed 
Electoral Act 2022, argued that 
only electoral offenders are tried 
while the masterminds of  the 
offences have not been properly 
dealt with.

H e  r e g r e t t e d  p r ev i o u s  
attempts to pass the bill for the 
establishment of  the commission, 
saying the failure to do so had 
frustrated efforts to get justice 
against offenders in Nigeria's 
courts over the years.

He said of  the 125 cases of  
electoral offences filed in various 
courts, only 60 convictions have 
been made since 2015.

“The Bill for an Act to 
establish the National Electoral 
Offences Commission is a critical 
legislation. It has been part of  all 
national  conversations on 
constitutional and electoral 
reforms for the last 13 years,” 
Yakubu said.

“The Justice Mohammed 
Uwais Committee on electoral 
reforms recommended it in 2009, 
echoed by the Sheikh Ahmed 
Lemu Committee following the 
post-election violence of  2011 

h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d TF i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission (EFCC) 

has opposed the establishment 
of  a separate commission to 
invest igate  and prosecute 
electoral  offenders in the 
country.

The EFCC said the offences 
provided for in the electoral 
offenses bill have already been 
covered by various laws of  the 
land,  inc luding  the  2022 
Electoral Act.

The position of  the anti-graft 
body was presented by an 
Assistant Commander of  the 

Commission, Deborah Ademu-
Eteh at a one-day public hearing 
on a bill to establish an Electoral 
Offenses Commission by the 
House of  Representatives 
C o m m i t t e e  o n  E l e c t o r a l 
Matters.

P r e s e n t i n g  t h e  E F C C 
position, Ademu-Eteh said: 
“Most of  the speakers here have 
come out  to  suppor t  the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e 
Commission. But we have a 
different position.

“The bill for an Act to 
establish the National Electoral 
Offences Commission and For 

Related matters, 2022 seeks to 
provide for the establishment of  
a National Electoral Offences 
C o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  w i l t 
coordinate the investigation and 
p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  e l e c t o r a l 
offences.

“A holistic review of  the 
contents of  the proposed bill 
s h ow s  t h a t  t h e  o f f e n c e s 
contained therein in Part IV 
( S e c t i o n s  1 3 - 3 2 )  l a r ge ly 
constitute offences that have 
already been criminalized by 
extant laws such as the Electoral 
Act, 2022 (See Sections 114-
129), The Penal and Criminal 

C o d e s,  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t 
Corrupt Practices and other 
related offences Act, 2000; The 
Economic  and  F inanc ia l 
Crimes (Establishment)Act, 
2004.

“lt is apposite to state that 
these offences are offences that 
the Nigerian Police, the Federal 
M i n i s t r y  o f  Ju s t i c e,  t h e 
Economic  and  F inanc ia l 
C r i m e s  ( E F C C ) ,  t h e 
Independent Corrupt Practices 
and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC) and even 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (in 
Section 145 of  the Electoral Act, 
2022) are empowered under our 
extant laws to investigate and 
prosecute.

“There is therefore no need 
to create an agency solely for the 
purpose of  investigating and 
prosecuting electoral offences 
most especially when our 
electoral process is seasonal in 
nature being that elections are 
held once in 4 years in the 
Country.

“Furthermore, it is our 
suggestion that the existing law 
enforcement agencies should be 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  a c h i e ve 
maximum output Instead of  
creating a new agency of  
investigation and prosecution of  
electoral offences in the light of  
the ongoing plan to implement 
the Oronsanye Committee's 
p r o p o s a l  b y  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government of  Nigeria.”

and, most recently, by the Senator 
Ken Nnamani Committee on 
Constitutional and Electoral 
Reform in 2017.

“Similar recommendations 
are contained in reports of  police 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  I N E C  
administrative enquiries, court 
judgments, reports by the 
N a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  
Commission as well as several 
accredited election observers. It is 
clear that the reform of  our 
electoral process cannot be 
complete without effective 
sanctions on violators of  our 
laws.

“At present, INEC is saddled 
with the responsibility of  
prosecuting electoral offenders 
under the Electoral Act. This has 
been very challenging for the 
Commission. For instance, since 
the 2015 General Election, 125 
cases of  electoral offences were 
filed in various Courts out of  
which 60 convictions have been 
secured so far, including the most 
recent one in Akwa Ibom State. In 
addition to these responsibilities, 
the Commission is required to 
prosecute electoral offenders.”

The INEC boss noted that the 
Commission's incapacity to arrest 
o f f e n d e r s  o r  c o n d u c t  a n  
investigation that leads to the 
success ful  prosecut ion of  
especially the high-profile 
offenders led to the suggestion to 
unbundle it and assign some of  its 
extensive responsibilities to other 
agencies as recommended by the 
U w a i s  a n d  N n a m a n i  
Committees.

According to  him,  the  
proposed electoral offences 
commission would take care of  
such gaps.

Mr Yakubu said he looks 
forward to a day in Nigeria where 
not just ballot box snatchers, 
falsifiers of  election results and 

vote buyers at polling units are 
successfully prosecuted but “also 
high-profile figures that seek to 
benefit from these violations, are 
arrested and prosecuted.”

Dismissing the arguments 
against the establishment of  the 
new commission in the past by 
different committees, Mr Yakubu 
argued that if  other security 
agencies have been established to 
deal with economic and financial 
crimes outside the EFCC, having 
an agency to specifically deal with 
this concern (election offences) 
should not be regarded as 
unnecessary.

Yakubu also used the platform 
to call the attention of  the 
lawmakers to the observed gaps in 
Clauses 33(1) and 44 of  the bill 

under consideration.
With reference to Clause 

33(1), he argued that the section 
which confers power on Federal, 
State and FCT High Courts to try 
offenders has not been effective 
given the volume of  cases before 
the courts.

H e  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a n  
“Electoral Offences Tribunal be 
established with exclusive 
jurisdiction to try electoral 
offenders.”

O n  C l a u s e  4 4  w h i c h  
empowers the Attorney-General 
of  the Federation to make rules or 
regulations for the Commission, 
M r  Ya k u b u  a r g u e d  t h a t  
conferring additional power to 
any other body may cause friction 
or conflict with the proposed 

Commission which should be 
independent in the discharge of  
its functions even if  doing so 
r e q u i r e s  a  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  
amendment to other laws of  the 
federation to empower the 
Commission and guarantee its 
independence.

“In any case, Clause 1(2)[c] of  
the Bill grants the Commission 
power to make its own rules and 
regulations,” he stated.

Yakubu said because work on 
the Bill started before the passage 
of  the current Electoral Act into 
law, all references to the Electoral 
Act 2010 (as amended), for 
example, Clause 39(1), should be 
replaced with relevant provisions 
of  the Electoral Act 2022.

INEC canvasses creation of electoral offences
commission, secures 60 convictions

EFCC opposes establishment of electoral
offenses commission



he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defense 
Corps (NSCDC), 

Yobe State Command, 
said its operatives have 
arrested an underaged 
syndicate who specialized 
in 'pickpocket' on market 
days in Damaturu.

T h e  C o m m a n d ' s 
Public Relations Officer, 
A S C  B a l a  G a r b a , 
disclosed this in a press 
statement made available 
to newsmen in Damaturu.

“ A n  o r g a n i z e d 
syndicate of  pickpockets 

he son of  a professor Tknown as Jerry and 
two other suspects, 

David and Paul, have been 
n a b b e d  f o r  a l l e g e d ly 
stealing a Toyota Hilux 
engine worth N2 million 
inside the University of  
Calabar Staff  Quarters. 

They were arrested by 
the university's security 
personnel led by the Chief  
S e c u r i t y  O f f i c e r,  C p t 
Augustine Bisong (retd), 
last weekend. 

According to Bisong, 
the engine was bought to 

he PDP billboard Twas said to have 
been mounted at 

Wurukum roundabout and 
Mr.  Peter  was  caught 
destroying i t  Monday 
morning.

The Court presided by 
Mrs  Kadoon Gbasha, 
sentenced him to one 
month  o f  communi ty 
service.

H e  wa s,  h owe ve r, 
warned that a default on the 
terms of  the community 
service will earn him two 
months.

The Magistrate said the 
community service will be 
carried out at the Court 
premises for 30 working 
days from 9am to 2pm each 
day.

She warned youths in 
the state to desist from 
alcoholism and mischief  
and engage themselves in 
useful ventures to secure 
their future.

Earlier, the prosecuting 
police officer, Inspector 
Kuegh Abugh, told the 
court that the Publicity 
Secretary of  the PDP, Mr 

Bemgba Iortyom, in the 
company of  the Chairman, 
Task Force on Illegal Motor 
Parks, Bobby Uper, had 
arrested the convict and 
took him to the State 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (SCID) in 
Makurdi after he was found 
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  P D P 
campaign bil lboard at 
Wurukum roundabout.

The Prosecutor stated 
that, when the convict saw 
some youths coming to the 
scene of  the crime, he 
started running but was 

arrested.
When the case came 

up, the convict pleaded 
guilty to the charge and 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e 
committed the offence 
under the influence of  
a l c o h o l  a f t e r  b e i n g 
instructed by an official of  
t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve s 
Congress (APC), which he 
failed to mention the name.

He begged the court to 
forgive him, claiming his 
wife left him a two-year-old 
baby girl to cater for.

replace a bad one in the 
vehicle of  a principal officer 
of  the university before it 
w a s  s t o l e n  f r o m  t h e 
mechanic workshop in the 
staff  quarters. 

He added that when 
they got a call that the 
engine was missing they 
swung into action to recover 
it after it had been sold. 

He said the suspects 
had identified the buyer and 
other accomplices. 

“The buyer  of  the 
'tokunbo' Toyota Hilux 
engine at Bogobri and the 

vehicle/driver used in 
moving the engine out from 
the university have been 
identified. 

“ S o  f a r ,  w e  h a v e 
arrested three persons, we 
are also on the trail of  other 
suspects involved in the 
engine theft and other 
related damage to the 
critical infrastructure of  the 
university.

“The ones arrested 
have  been  t e r ro r i s ing 
members of  the university 
community, stealing car 
batteries, armoured cables 

and vandalising street lights 
to get their batteries. 

“We have been on 
surveillance for two weeks 
after the Hilux engine was 
stolen, and we have been on 
their trail before they were 
arrested. They have also 
named their receiver, a 
businessman in the popular 
Bogobiri community of  
Hausa/ Fulani in Calabar. 

“We will hand them 
over to the security agency 
for onward prosecution of  
the matter, but we want to 
seize this opportunity to 

 25-year-old man 

Aknown as Elisha 
Tari, has disclosed 

why he stoned his two 
children to death in his 
home.

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e 
Adamawa State Police 
Command arrested Elisha 
for stoning two of  his 
children, aged 3 and 5 years 
old, to death.

While being paraded on 
M o n d ay,  t h e  s u s p e c t 
confessed that he has a 
psychological problem and 
was once tied in chains 

some time ago.
“I smoke Indian hemp, 

drink alcohol, and inhale 
snuff. I don't take tramadol 
or any other hard drugs,” he 
said.

Tari explained that an 
attempt to bring his wife and 
the mother of  the deceased 
chi ldren,  who lef t  her 
matrimonial home for two 
months, proved abortive.

On that fateful day, he 
said the deceased children 
approached him while he 
was cooking and he asked 

them “When is our mother 
returning back home?”

He said that he also 
asked them to say “God” 
but instead, they said “fire, 
and kept saying fire, fire, 
instead of  God.”

According to him, this 
infuriated him and led him 
to pick stones to hit the 
children.

“I became irritated and 
provoked by their action as a 
result which I picked up 
stones and hit them on their 
heads to death,” Tari added.

warn all those who are in 
the university community 
who feel they can commit a 
crime and go scot-free, our 
vigilant eyes are watching. 
We shall smoke them all 
out. 

“We are serious about 
maintaining zero crime in 
the university community, 
and we shall leave no stone 
unturned in achieving this. 
W e  w a n t  t o  a s s u r e 
inhabitants to go about their 
lawful business without 
fear, we have the school 
community covered,” he 

said. 
Speaking about their 

arrest, the suspects said they 
thought the engine was 
scrap metal that was no 
longer useful. 

One of  them, called 
David, who said he is from 
Benue and resides at the 
University Staff  Quarters 
with his mother who is a 
potter in one of  the hostels, 
said, “We took the engine to 
Bogobiri. We sold it for 
N 3 0 , 0 0 0  b e c a u s e  w e 
thought it was scrap metal. I 
am sorry because I will 
never get involved in such 
again.” 

in the town.
“The initiators were 

revealed to be benefiting 
from the proceeds of  the 
pickpocket, as those boys 
take stolen cell phones to 
them for disposing of.

“It was revealed that all 
the boys indulge in abuse 
of  substances such as 
rubber solution (solisho) 
and other hard drugs. Two 
rubber solution packs, one 
Tablet of  D5 drug and a 
locally abused substance, 
known as Kiska were 
seized from four (4) of  

involving underaged boys 
was busted by the NSCDC 
operatives on 14/08/2022 
while carrying out routine 
c r o w d  c o n t r o l  a n d 
surveillance duty at the 
market.

“A boy aged “11 yrs 
old” was first arrested 
w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o 
p i c k p o c k e t  a n 
unsuspecting person. He 
later tipped off  nine other 
members of  his syndicate 
and were arrested at the 
m a r k e t  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
locations”, he said.

them”, he disclosed.
I n  f u r t h e r a n c e  t o 

encourage non-custodial 
s e n t e n c i n g  o n  p e t t y 
offences by the Corps, 
A S C  G a r b a  i n  t h e 
statement, noted that the 
State Commandant Sa'idu 
Aliyu tasked the Peace and 
Conflict Resolutions Unit 
of  the Corps to profile the 
underaged suspects and 
ensure they are remanned 
and deradicalized for 
reintegration into the 
society.

ASC Bala Garba in the 

Similarly, the NSCDC 
PRO in the statement said 
three other underaged boys 
were handed over to the 
men of  the Command in 
the market by civilians for 
pickpocketing.

According to him, 
findings revealed that the 
boys were initiated and 
i n s p i r e d  i n t o 
pickpocketing by some 
senior drug pushers at the 
drug-dealing joints of  the 
market and the popular 
bypass and Mass Transit 
Park drug peddling joints 

statement, also revealed 
that the Command has 
recently launched a special 
operation, codenamed, 
'Operation Flush' to nip in 
the bud al l  nefarious 
activities in the state.

According to him, “the 
Operat ion has  so  far 
yielded a tremendous 
result where arrests of  
unscrupulous elements 
and prosecutions have 
been achieved from the 
onset of  the Operations to 
date”.
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NSCDC cracks down on 'underaged criminal' syndicate, arrests suspects

Professor's son, others nabbed for stealing Hilux engine 

Why I stoned my two kids to death
– 25-year-old father

Court convicts man for destroying PDP billboard
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i g e r i a n s  a r e  

Nbeginning to take 
hard decisions in 

order to cut costs. 
Some Nigerian travelers 

told our correspondence that 
they were beginning to fly 
t h r o u g h  n e i g h b o u r i n g  
airports in order to cut costs. 

A businessman, Mr Joe 
Anakwe, said he recently 
moved to Ghana and flew 
from there to Dubai. 

“Yes, it is cheaper, but it is 
also meant to have fewer 
hassles,” he said. Those 
countries do not have a dollar 
crisis like we do, and their 
flight costs are cheaper when 
compared with buying in 
naira,” he said. 

A n o t h e r  N i g e r i a n  
traveller, Charles Sawoe, 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r e x  
challenges sometimes made 
cost of  flights higher by over 
50 per cent in Nigeria. 

“I have agents in Ghana 
and France. Those countries 
do not have issues with forex 
the way it is here. So, they buy 
tickets for me at cheaper rates. 
At times, I fly through Ghana, 
but sometimes I  move 
through Lagos. But the most 
important thing for me is that 
I don't normally buy tickets 
here the way I used to,” he 
said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
president of  the National 
Association of  Nigeria Travel 
Agencies, Susan Akporiaye, 
Nigerians had started flying 
from Accra, Ghana, to 
London, Canada and other 
f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t e d  
destinations. 

Speaking to newsmen, 
Akporiaye said, “Nigerians 
are already flying from 
Ghana to other countries 
because the lower inventories 
of  tickets are no longer 
available in Nigeria. People 
go to Accra because Accra 
still has the lowest inventory 
available. 

 “By the time all airlines 
restrict sales to only the 
highest inventories like 
British Airways and Virgin 
Atlantic have done, then more 
people will move to Accra to 
fly,” she added. 

F o r e i g n  a i r l i n e s  
operating in Nigeria have 
since blocked all low ticket 
inventories on their websites, 
making i t  dif f icult  for  
passengers to buy affordable 
tickets. 

NANTA's president said, 
“Yes it's true because they get 
it cheaper that way, but you 
know even out of  Nigeria, 
you get cheaper prices. It's just 
that you have to issue the 
tickets out of  Nigeria. For 
example, the restrictions on 
the lower fares happen just in 
Nigeria because of  the forex 
crisis. It does not exist in 
G h a n a ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  
London or the US. So, for 
instance, Virgin Atlantic is 
selling the highest economy at 
N1.7m for Lagos-London-

Lagos flight. You don't even 
have to go to Accra even 
though Virgin Atlantic 
doesn't fly from Accra. I'm 
just using that as an example. 
You don't even have to go 
there to fly. All you have to do 
is get a travel agent in London 
who will see a lower fare of  
N500,000 plus, but I won't see 
it. That N550,000 naira flight 
has been taken off  for agents 
in Nigeria to issue. For agents 
in Nigeria, you can only issue 
the high one. So, I don't even 
need to tell my customer to go 
to Accra or go to South Africa 
and fly, no. All I need to do is 
contact a colleague in 
London and he will get a 
cheaper fare. Once he gets it, I 
pay the person, he issues the 
ticket and my passenger can 
still f ly from Lagos to 
London. 

“So, yes, people are doing 
it but they really don't have to. 
But then again, they forget 
that they also have to issue 
Nigeria to Accra and back 
except people that live in 
Lagos and can go by road. But 
for us that live in Abuja and 
other parts of  Nigeria, you 
have to issue tickets to Accra 
and back, so at the end of  the 
day, what are you saving? 

 “Rather than fly to other 
West African countries, 
Nigerians aiming to travel can 
log in to the airline's websites. 
Lower fares are on their 
websites and since they're not 
based in Nigeria, payment 
will be made in the currency 
of  the country, so that's 
another way we can get lower 
fares as their website is 
domiciled in their countries.

 “The only reason why 
they are not selling lower  
fares here is that they don't 
want it to be sold in naira 
because their money is 
trapped here. So, as much as 
they can, they make the ones 
that we can sell in naira higher 
and then through their 
websites you can get lower 
ones, but you will pay in the 
currency of  the country. 
They're trying to get back 
some of  their forex that is 
stuck in Nigeria so that it 
doesn't keep increasing 
exponentially. 

“They are  business  
people and a lot of  the things 
they do is in dollars. They pay 
FAAN in dollars, buy fuel in 
dollars, service their aircrafts 
in dollars and meanwhile a lot 
of  the money is trapped here 
in naira. Even though it is in 
their accounts and not in the 
hands of  the government, it's 
of  no use to them in naira. 
The money will only be of  use 
to them if  it is in dollar and 
that is where the problem is. 
We don't have forex, so 
because  o f  the  do l la r  
shortage, the government 
can't convert their money for 
them. So, they are looking for 
a way to make sure that they 
get some things back. So, the 
person that is willing to pay 

N1.7m will pay in naira, so 
they'll go and buy from black 
market.  But for those lower 
ones now, they cannot carry 
their money and go and buy 
from the black market, which 
will be a huge loss. 

 “ T h e  N i g e r i a n  
government does not allow 
trade in any other currency 
except the naira but trade on 
the website on an airline is not 
considered illegitimate in 
Nigeria because that website 
is not domiciled here. So, you 
can't say that they are selling 
dollars in Nigeria; it's only 
when you go to their office 
physically or through a travel 
agency and you're paying in 
dollars that they can have 
issues with the Nigerian 
g ove r n m e n t .  O n  t h e i r  
webs i tes,  they  can do 
anything they want to do.” 

In the early hours of  
Thursday last week, reports 
have it that Emirates Airlines 
h a d  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  
suspension of  its flight 
operations in Nigeria from 
September 1, 2022. The 
airline said the suspension 
became necessary following 
its inability to repatriate its 
funds from Nigeria. 

International carriers 
operating in Nigeria have 
repeatedly complained about 
their inability to repatriate 
funds to their home countries. 
They have raised this concern 
on many occasions with 
officials of  the Federal 
Ministry of  Aviation as well 
as those at the Ministry of  
Finance. 

Blocked funds belonging 
to these airlines have risen to 
about $600m and this is due to 
the inability of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria to make the 
dollar available for the 
c a r r i e r s  t o  r e p a t r i a t e,  
operators say. 

he National Pension TCommiss ion  has 
vowed to go tough 

on relatives, workers and 
retirees who fake deaths of  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e 
C o n t r i b u t o r y  Pe n s i o n 
Scheme in order the get the 
benefits entitled to deceased 
persons. 

To ensure that a worker 
is truly dead apart from 
other means of  verification, 
PenCom has also asked the 
banks to close the accounts 
of  reported dead persons so 
that they would not be able 
to operate bank accounts 
again in the country. 

The pension industry's 
regulator decided on this 
m ove  d u e  t o  g r ow i n g 
incidences of  fake deaths 
being organised to get out 
t h e  b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e 
R e t i r e m e n t  S a v i n g s 
Accounts of  reported dead 
workers. 

The Head, Benefits & 
Insurance Department, 
PenCom, Obiora Ibeziako, 
d i s c l o s e d  t h i s  w h i l e 
speaking on administration 
of  retirement benefits and 
efforts to safeguard the 
pensions of  workers. 

He said, “Nigerians have 
been dying and resurrecting. 
If  you send us a notification 
that you are dead, we will 
make sure that your bank 
blocks your account also. 

“We have seen people 
fake their own deaths; we 
have seen spouses fake the 
deaths of  their partners 
when the PFAs start the due 
process. 

“In fact, in a particular 
case, they were processing a 
man's death benefit and he 
walked in and everybody 
picked up. The wife had 
actually procured obituary 
announcement, everything 

that required to be done 
without the man knowing.”

He added that, “There 
was a particular case, we 
called the man and he said 
yes, he arranged his death 
that he needed the money. 

“So, the PFAs shall seek 
the commission's approval 
to get the legal beneficiaries 
and the available balance in 
the deceased RSA account.  
For any deceased RSA 
account, the PFA must send 
t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e 
commission for approval.” 

PenCom had earlier said 
in  c i rcu lar  that ,  “The 
commission has received 
series of  complaints from 
retirees, who alleged that 
their PFAs have wrongfully 
paid their benefits to their 
n e x t  o f  k i n s  o r  l e g a l 
beneficiaries, while they are 
still alive and in active 
s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  t h e i r 

consent. 

“ F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e 
complaints and reports by 
the PFAs, it has become 
i m p e r a t i v e  t o  i s s u e 
additional measures to curb 
t h e s e  c o m p l a i n t s  a n d 
strengthen the processes and 
practices of  processing and 
payment of  death benefits.” 

PenCom ordered the 
P FA s  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e 
employer of  the deceased 
f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  a n d 
confirmation of  death of  
employees. 

The pension regulator 
ordered the PFAs to ensure 
due diligence and conduct 
search at the probate registry 
of  the issuing authority to 
confirm the genuineness of  
the documents as well as the 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e 
information of  the named 
administrator and sureties. 

In its statement on 
Thursday, Emirates Airlines 
said it “has tried every avenue 
to address our ongoing 
challenges in repatriating 
funds from Nigeria, and we 
have made considerable 
efforts to initiate dialogue 
with the relevant authorities 
for their urgent intervention 
to help find a viable solution.

 “Regrettably there has 
been no progress. Therefore, 
Emirates has taken the 
difficult decision to suspend 
all flights to and from Nigeria, 
effective September 1, 2022, 
to limit further losses and 
impact on our operational 
costs  that  continue to 
accumulate in the market. 

“We sincerely regret the 
inconvenience caused to our 
customers, however, the 
circumstances are beyond our 
control at this stage. We will 
be working to help impacted 
customers make alternative 
travel arrangements wherever 
possible.” 

 “We remain keen to 
serve Nigeria, and our 
operations provide much-
needed connectivity for 
Nigerian travellers, providing 
access to trade and tourism 
opportunities to Dubai, and 
to our broader network of  
over 130 destinations,” the 
global carrier stated. 

Also, the British Airways 
has already reduced its flight 
frequencies to Nigeria, as the 
a i r l i n e  i n f o r m e d  i t s  
passengers last Thursday of  
an imminent hike in the cost 
of  its flight tickets. 

Reacting to this, the 
President, Association of  
Fo r e i g n  A i r l i n e s  a n d  
Representatives in Nigeria, 
Kingsley Nwokeoma, said 
more international carriers 
would join Emirates Airlines 
soon if  nothing was done to 
address their concerns. 

He said, “This is just the 
beginning. It is over $1 billion 
that is being held and they 
(foreign airlines) cannot 

re pat r ia te  i t .  I f  o ther  
countries are like Nigeria, 
there will not be any industry 
because this money is used for 
maintenance.  Even the 
money used to pay their staff  
in Nigeria is coming from 
other climes. 

“Aviation industry is all 
about 100 per cent safety. If  
there is no money, safety will 
n o t  b e  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  
guaranteed. So, it is going to 
continue. Emirates has kick-
started it and I'm sure that you 
are aware that British Airways 
has cut flights into Nigeria 
and that is how it is going to 
start.

“Just like Emirates did, 
they will first of  all cut their 
flights into Nigeria and they 
will look at it holistically 
again and if  it is not working 
out, then it's not working out. 
This did not start today. It 
started over the years and the 
government is not doing 
anything.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Nigerian travelers devise ways to buy cheaper tickets 

Workers fake deaths to get pension benefits 
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Foreign News

S
hunned by the interna-
tional community, Mos-
cow and Pyongyang see 
benefits in collaborating 

on laborers and trade, while 
Russia has started to support the 
North in the United Nations.

Ostracized by the greater part 
of  the international communi-
ty, Russia and North Korea are 
working hard to improve bilat-
eral ties and express support for 
each other’s geopolitical ambi-
tions in Ukraine and the Korean 
Peninsula.

That backing has gotten to the 
point that North Korea has re-
portedly offered to provide thou-
sands of  laborers to help rebuild 
Donetsk and Luhansk, the two 
self-proclaimed republics in east-
ern Ukraine that are presently 
largely occupied by Russian forc-
es, while there have also been 
suggestions that Pyongyang is 
considering sending 100,000 
troops to the conflict.

In return, Russia joined Chi-
na in vetoing a draft resolution 
in the United Nations Security 
Council on May 26 that would 
have ratcheted up sanctions on 
North Korea after a series of  
ballistic missile launches in the 
early months of  the year. It was 
the first time since 2006 that the 
Security Council had been split 
on North Korean sanctions, with 
Moscow claiming the proposed 
new measure would be “irre-
sponsible.”

Russia shifts on sanctions
Moscow and Beijing – which 

have also gravitated more close-
ly together since the invasion of  

Ukraine in February – went one 
step further in the Security Coun-
cil by calling for the lifting of  
some of  the sanctions imposed 
on Pyongyang for its nuclear 
weapons program and the de-
velopment of  long-range ballistic 
missiles.

Analysts suggest that both Rus-
sia and North Korea are desper-
ate for foreign friends as much of  
the rest of  the world is arrayed 
against their regimes. And China 
is teetering on being in the same 
position due to its aggressive land 
grabs in the South China Sea and 
its additional territorial demands 
against Taiwan, Japan, India and 
South Korea.

“Russia and North Korea have 
a long history based on many 
shared political positions, but 
they are once again drawing clos-
er because they have a shared, 
common enemy and they need 
each other to better resist the ex-
ternal pressures,” said Rah Jong-
yil, a former Diplomat and Head 
of  South Korean Intelligence 
charged with monitoring the 
North.

The offer to send laborers to 
the Russian-occupied districts of  
Ukraine is “significant,” he said, 
as it serves to reinforce Pyong-
yang’s recognition of  the self-de-
clared governments of  Donetsk 
and Luhansk.

It would also serve as a 
much-needed windfall for the 
North as Alexander Matsego-
ra, the Russian ambassador to 
Pyongyang, has been quoted in 
the Izvestia newspaper as say-
ing that payment for the laborers 

Why North Korea is aiming to
strengthen ties with Russia 

Kim Jung, North Korean President.

would be in industrial equipment 
and wheat.

North Korea is chronically 
short of  both, with internation-
al sanctions effectively banning 
imports of  machinery to update 
its dilapidated factories and food 
shortages becoming widespread.

North gives up on South
“It seems quite clear to me that 

North Korea has given up efforts 
to cultivate better relations with 
South Korea and the United 
States and that means that it re-
ally only has Russia and China 
to rely on now,” Rah told DW. 
“Given the situations that the 
governments in Moscow and 
Pyongyang find themselves in, 
then it has to be said that it was 
inevitable this would happen.”

Yakov Zinberg, a professor 
of  international relations spe-
cializing in East Asian affairs at 
Tokyo’s Kokushikan Universi-
ty, agreed that the two nations’ 
shared histories and their need 
for allies when they are both un-
der international pressure made 
them “natural partners.”

“Lots of  North Koreans stud-
ied at Russian universities in the 
past and Kim Il-sung, the found-
er of  the nation, was born in Rus-
sia before they helped him take 
power in the North in the closing 
stages of  World War II,” said 
Zinberg, who is originally from 
St. Petersburg.

“Now they see themselves as 
the ‘victims’ of  these sanctions 
regimes and they are looking for 
ways to get around those sanc-
tions,” he said.

And while there are clear ben-

efits to an alliance, Zinberg is not 
convinced that Russia will accept 
North Korean offers of  military 
support in Ukraine and may still 
tread warily in terms of  moves in 
the Far East that would further 
antagonize other governments in 
the region.

“My impression is that Mos-
cow is still cautious about the 
Pacific region,” he said. “They 
cannot afford to irritate countries 

like South Korea, Japan or the 
US – which has a large military 
presence in both those nations.

Fear of  a two-front conflict
“Russia has traditionally had 

a fear of  a two-front confron-
tation,” he emphasized. “They 
are heavily involved in Ukraine 
now and that situation looks like 
it will continue for some time to 
come, so they will want to avoid 
any situation that means they 
have to transfer forces to the Far 
East.”

As a consequence, Moscow 
will continue to offer strong spo-
ken support to North Korea if  
that is in Russia’s interests and 
could potentially help to focus 
US attention on north-east Asia 
instead of  central Europe, but it 
will also be keen to communi-
cate to Pyongyang that it cannot 
come to the North’s assistance if  
it pushes too hard.

“This is a very volatile part of  
the world – the Korean Peninsu-
la, Taiwan, Chinese warships off  
southern Japan, the islands in the 
South China Sea – so Moscow 
will be hoping that things do not 
go too far,” Zinberg said.

It seems inevitable, however, 
that tensions will continue to rise, 
he admitted. The former head of  
South Korea’s military intelli-
gence service on Monday stated 
that North Korea is expected to 
carry out what would be its sev-
enth underground nuclear test 
immediately before the US mid-
term elections in November.

T
he US state depart-
ment has issued a secu-
rity alert warning that 
Russia is “stepping up” 

efforts to launch strikes against 
Ukraine’s civilian infrastructure 
and government facilities in the 
coming days.

The warning, issued on Tues-
day, is the first specific security 
alert issued by the US embas-
sy in Kyiv in recent months. 
It does not say what places it 
believes Russia plans to target, 
but advised US citizens to leave 
Ukraine if  safe to do so.

The alert comes a day before 
Ukraine marks 31 years as an 
independent state. On 24 Au-
gust 1991 Ukraine’s parliament 
voted to separate from the So-
viet Union. The day will also 
mark six months since Russia 

launched its full-scale invasion. 
Some restaurants in Kyiv have 
been closing early this week 
because of  the perceived in-
creased threat.

“Given Russia’s track record 
in Ukraine, we are concerned 
about the continuing threat that 
Russian strikes pose to civilians 
and civilian infrastructure,” a 
US official told Reuters citing 
downgraded intelligence.

Ukraine’s Ministry of  De-
fence has advised Ukrainians 
to be especially careful on inde-
pendence day, citing the threat 
of  missile attacks and “provo-
cations” from Russia.

“Russia and the Putin regime 
attacked the independence 
of  Ukraine and independent 
Ukraine. They are really ob-

Russia to step up strikes on civilians, US says,
as Ukraine’s independence day approaches

sessed with dates and symbols, 
so it would be logical to be on 
the lookout and be prepared 
for independence day to be at-
tacked,” said Andriy Yusov, the 
head of  the ministry’s intelli-
gence directorate, on Ukrainian 
state TV.

Ukraine’s authorities have 
cancelled celebrations amid 
increased security concerns. 
Instead of  the traditional pa-
rade down Kyiv’s main street, 
Ukraine’s authorities have 
lined the tarmac with captured 
and destroyed Russian military 
equipment.

Ukraine has been bracing it-
self  for an intensification of  
Russian missile attacks after a 
car bomb killed the daughter 
of  an ultranationalist Russian 

ideologue Alexander Dugin on 
Saturday night.

After the attack, which Rus-
sian security services blamed on 
Ukraine, a host of  prominent 
pro-Putin figures called for re-
venge against Ukraine. Ukraine 
denies responsibility for the at-
tack.

Ukraine’s armed forces 
warned on Sunday night that 
Russia had closed the airspace 
in the Russian border regions of  
Lipetsk, Voronezh and regions 
between 22 and 25 August.

Ukraine’s president, Volod-
ymyr Zelenskiy, said on Satur-
day that “Russia may try to do 
something particularly nasty, 
something particularly cruel” 
this week as the country cele-
brates independence. 
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ewcastle United 

Nwinger,  Al lan 
Saint-Maximin is 

reportedly set for a shock 
move to Premier League 
rivals, Manchester United.

E F A  w i l l 

Ua n n o u n c e 
e c o n o m i c 

sanctions on ten teams in 
E u r o p e  f o r  n o n -
compliance with Financial 
Fair Play in the 2020/2021 
s e a s o n ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Barcelona and Paris Saint-
Germain, Times reports.

The season in which the 
irregularities regarding 
economic control were 
committed coincides with 
the arrival and explosion of  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The initial analysis 
done by UEFA flagged as 
many as 20 teams, which 
included Premier League 
club Arsenal and French 
Ligue 1 side Marseille.

But as things stand, the 
final accounts for many of  
these 20 teams are yet to be 
filed with UEFA, and once 
done, their situation might 
as well change.

UEFA will announce 
economic sanctions on ten 
teams in Europe for non-
compliance with Financial 
Fair Play in the 2020/2021 
s e a s o n ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Barcelona and Paris Saint-
Germain, Times reports.

The season in which the 
irregularities regarding 
economic control were 
committed coincides with 
the arrival and explosion of  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The initial analysis 
done by UEFA flagged as 
many as 20 teams, which 
included Premier League 
club Arsenal and French 
Ligue 1 side Marseille.

But as things stand, the 
final accounts for many of  
these 20 teams are yet to be 
filed with UEFA, and once 
done, their situation might 
as well change.

The case with the likes 
of  PSG, Barcelona, and 

e a c t i o n s  h a v e Rtrailed the sudden 
retirement of  Super 

Falcons striker, Ini-Abasi 
Umotong.

The 28-year-old forward 
recently announced the 
r e t i r e m e n t  o n  h e r 
Instagram page, bringing an 
end to speculations over her 
future. 

She wrote, “A trip down 
m e m o r y  l a n e .  I ' m 
extremely grateful for my 
playing career and the 
i n c r e d i b l e  m e m o r i e s, 
experiences and friendships 
I've had along the way 

“Really excited for my 
next opportunity within the 
sport that has given me so 
much already. Here's to the 
future.” 

Teammates and fans 
however took to her page to 
react to the striker's early 

retirement. 
Swedish footballer and 

f o r m e r  t e a m m a t e  a t 
Brighton Amanda Nilden 
emotionally wrote, “All the 
best to you my friend. I 

want to thank football for 
meeting you.” 

Another ex-teammate, 
Alice Belcher, added, “I did 
n o t  e x p e c t  t o  o p e n 
Instagram and see my face. 

Those were some brilliant 
days. Miss you of  course.

“ G o o d  l u c k  w i t h 
w h a t e v e r  y o u r  n e x t 
opportunity is, I'm sure 
whatever it is you will 
smash i t  because  you 
always had the mindset that 
you were going to be the 
best in whatever you did.”

“Created the best of  
f r i e n d s h i p s  p l a y i n g 
alongside you – can't wait to 
see you smash your next 
chapter,” Sophieh1207 
replied. 

Jpe r i c s son7  a sked , 
“What's happening? Why's 
she retiring?” 

Col in  Udoh wrote, 
“Goodluck on the next 
chapter. Sad to see you leave 
so soon.” 

Umotong earned her 
first call up to the Falcons in 
February 2015 when coach 

Edwin Okon invited her 
and 35 other players to 
camp ahead of  the 11th 
African Games qualifiers, 
2016  Olympic  Games 
qualifiers and the Women's 
World Cup. 

She  p layed  fo r  the 
F a l c o n s  a t  t h e  2 0 1 5 
Women's World Cup in 
Canada and scored in 
Nigeria's 3-0 victory over 
Romania. 

She, however, didn't 
make the final list for the 
2019 Women's World Cup 
in France.

U m o t o n g ,  w h o 
graduated with First class in 
E c o n o m i c s ,  r e c e n t l y 
f i n i s h e d  h e r  M BA  i n 
football industries, leading 
to speculations about her 
decision to retire and focus 
on football administration.

Juventus,  however,  i s 
extremely different.

PSG and Barcelona are 
the two teams said to be in 
more danger as they are in 
ful l  legal  proceedings 
against UEFA along with 
Real Madrid due to the 
entire Super League issue.

At the moment, both 
Barcelona and Juventus are 
said to be refusing to 
negotiate with UEFA.

According to Media 
Foot, Manchester United 
a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t 
g a m b l i n g  o n  S a i n t -
Maximin.

The Red Devils like 

the explosive profile of  
Saint-Maximin and have 
not ruled out signing him 
before the summer transfer 
w i n d o w  s h u t s  i n 
September.

Saint-Maximin has 
been a star performer for 
Newcastle so far this 
season.

Newcast le  United 
winger,  Al lan  Sa in t -
Maximin is reportedly set 
for  a  shock  move  to 
Premier League rivals, 
Manchester United.

According to Media 
Foot, Manchester United 

i e r r e - E m e r i c k PAubameyang has 
initially agreed to 

j o i n  C h e l s e a  f r o m 
Barcelona, according to 
reports in Germany.

Chelsea are stepping up 
their efforts to sign a new 
striker following Romelu 
Lukaku's departure earlier 
this summer and a subdued 
start to the new Premier 
League season.

Barcelona, meanwhile, 
are desperate to trim their 
wage bill and have been 
unable to register new €55 
million (£46.4m) summer 
signing Jules Kounde due 
to their current financial 
difficulties.

Barca  had  hoped  to 
offload Frenkie de Jong but 
i t  n o w  a p p e a r s 
Aubameyang is closer to an 
exit, despite only joining in 
February.

Las t  month ,  re por t s 
claimed that Aubameyang 
was intent on staying at 
Barcelona and was not 
interested in leaving Camp 
Nou this summer despite 
Chelsea's approach.

But according to Sky 
Germany, a deal between 

Chelsea and Barcelona is 
now close as Aubameyang 
has now had a change of  
heart and is willing to move 
to Stamford Bridge.

The report claims that 'all 
parties are optimistic' of  
the move being completed, 
while Thomas Tuchel has 
been the driving force 
behind Chelsea's push to 
sign Aubameyang.

Tuchel still has a positive 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
Aubameyang following 

their t ime together at 
Borussia Dortmund.

Chelsea,  meanwhile, 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  s i g n 
Aubameyang during Frank 
Lampard's reign in January 
2020 but were put off  by the 
3 3 - y e a r - o l d ' s  w a g e 
demands.

Chelsea are now expected 
t o  p ay  a r o u n d  € 2 0 m 
( £ 2 5 . 3 m )  t o  s i g n 
A u b a m e y a n g  f r o m 
Barcelona this summer.

a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t 
g a m b l i n g  o n  S a i n t -
Maximin.

The Red Devils like 
the explosive profile of  
Saint-Maximin and have 
not ruled out signing him 
before the summer transfer 
w i n d o w  s h u t s  i n 
September.

Saint-Maximin has 
been a star performer for 

Newcastle so far this 
season.

He bagged two assists 
as Newcastle drew 3-3 
with Premier  League 
champions Manchester 
City on Sunday.

T h e  2 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Frenchman joined the 
Magpies from Nice three 
years ago.

Transfer: Allan Saint-Maximin in shock move to Man Utd

Aubameyang rethinks Chelsea move

UEFA to impose sanctions on
Barcelona, PSG, eight other clubs

Reactions as Falcons star Umotong retires 

Maximin

Aubameyang

Umotong
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helsea are hopeful 

Cof  signing Everton 

winger Anthony 

Gordon this week and are 

also in talks with AC Milan 

for Rafael Leao, according 

to reports.

Chelsea have had 

multiple offers for Gordon 

rejected by Everton, who 

are demanding at least £50 

million for the 21-year-old.

T o t t e n h a m  a n d 

Newcastle United are also 

interested in Gordon but 

according to The Times, 

C h e l s e a  a r e  n o w 

a p o l i  s t r i k e r , 

NVictor Osimhen, 

has played down 

talks of  being unhappy at 

being withdrawn in the 

Pa r t e n o p e i ' s  4 - 0  w i n 

against Monza in Serie A 

on Sunday.

Osimhen scored his 

second goal of  the season 

for Napoli on Sunday but 

he was substituted in the 

86th minute for Adam 

Ounas – the second time 

this season. 

T h e  N i g e r i a 

international was also 

replaced in Napoli's Serie A 

opening 5-2 win over Hellas 

Verona at Marcantonio 

Bentegodi last Monday. 

“It's nothing to do with 

the change, but I wanted to 

motivate the team even 

more,”  Os imhen  to ld 

DAZN when asked if  he 

w a s  a n g r y  a t  b e i n g 

replaced. 

“ I t  w a s  a  g r e a t 

performance, I'm proud of  

how the team started from 

the first minute to the last.” 

Osimhen also heaped 

plaudits on Napoli's new 

s i g n i n g  K h v i c h a 

Kvaratskhelia, who was 

brought  in  to  replace 

Lorenzo Insigne. 

The Georgian forward 

has been a revelation in 

Naples, scoring three goals 

and adding an assist in his 

opening two league fixtures 

for Napoli.

“He (Kvaratskhelia) is a 

player who can give a lot 

and help us win the game,” 

Osimhen added. 

“We will continue to 

w o r k  t o  b u i l d  t h e 

understanding even more. 

“Everyone, from those 

on the field to those on the 

bench, will try to give our 

all for this season. There are 

m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  t o 

understanding where this 

Napoli can go.” 

Napoli, who are topping 

the Serie A table with six 

points,  wi l l  next  face 

F i o r e n t i n a  a t  S t a d i o 

A r t e m i o  F r a n c h i  o n 

Saturday. 

' c o n f i d e n t '  t h a t  a n 

agreement with Everton 

can be reached this week.

The report claims that 

T h o m a s  T u c h e l  h a s 

'earmarked' Gordon as a 

player who would improve 

his attacking options.

Speaking last week, 

Frank Lampard admitted 

that Everton may decide to 

sell Gordon to Chelsea 

before the window closes.

'It has to be a joined-

up say so,' said Lampard.

'When you're talking 

about the level of  player 

Anthony is and the value 

of  the player, we know 

what those kind of  players 

go for in the modern day if  

there was ever to be these 

sort of  transfers.

'It's a serious situation 

on a football level and a 

club business level, simple 

as that. If  you can join 

those two up and make the 

right decision, I will always 

consider the football one 

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t 

because that is what my job 

will be judged on. Anthony 

Gordon is a fantastic player 

for us and that is why my 

answer is what it is.'

It's also reported that 

C h e l s e a  h av e  b e g u n 

discussions with AC Milan 

for Leao, who was their 

j o i n t - t o p  g o a l s c o r e r 

alongside Olivier Giroud 

n  m a n y  w a y s  t h e Iw e e k e n d  w e n t  a s 

expected. Oleksandr 

Usyk repeated his victory 

over  Anthony Joshua, 

retaining his WBA, WBO 

and IBF heavyweight titles 

a n d  t h e n  Ty s o n  F u r y 

announced he was ready to 

make his return to the ring 

to face the Ukrainian.

However, the man who 

said he was willing to face 

Anthony Joshua for free, 

was clearly not going to 

stick by that offer for a fight 

with Usyk.

“It's going to be very 

expensive; so get your 

f*****g chequebook out and 

I will relieve the Ukrainian 

dosser of  the belts,” Fury, 

the WBC heavyweight 

champion, said on social 

media.

Fury's planned return is 

no surprise. Indeed, it is a 

wonder Fury was able to 

keep a straight face with his 

retirement talk, when even 

his wife and father were 

saying they did not believe 

it. Last week he had a 

lengthy video call with 

Mauricio Sulaiman, the 

W B C  p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d 

apparently convinced him 

he was genuine with his exit 

plan.

But the plan was always 

for Fury to box the winner 

and some would even have 

you believe a deal was 

agreed to stage the fight 

back in Saudi Arabia, which 

is fast becoming a go-to 

venue for big heavyweight 

fights — it is certainly the 

one with deepest pockets.

The target date for the 

f ight is  believed to be 

December 17,  the day 

before the World Cup Final 

in neighbouring Qatar.

Saudi Sports Minister 

Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki 

Al Saud has been talking up 

bidding to stage the fight for 

the undisputed heavyweight 

title as part of  a plan to bid 

for a number of  big sporting 

events.

The heat of  August 

meant Usyk-Joshua had to 

take  p lace  indoors  in 

Jeddah, but a winter fight 

would more likely go to the 

Saudi capital, Riyadh.

“We're interested. That's 

a l l  I  can  say,”  Pr ince 

Abdulaziz said. “In the 

winter time, if  it  does 

happen, I think it will be 

hosted in Riyadh. But we 

still haven't decided on 

anything.”

December seems a quick 

tu r naround  fo r  Usyk , 

though, who had to prepare 

for his fight on the back of  

the war in his homeland.

in Serie A last season.

Leao is also said to be 

keen on the idea of  moving 

to the Premier League.

However, reports in 

Italy claim that AC Milan 

are demanding that the 

Portugal international's 

€150 million (£126.6m) 

release clause is triggered.

Chelsea are also on 

t h e  ve r g e  o f  s e l l i n g 

Emerson Palmieri to West 

Ham in a deal worth £13m 

plus £2m in add-ons.

Marcos Alonso is still 

pushing to join Barcelona 

but the Spanish club have 

identified Celta Vigo's Javi 

Galan  as  a  po ten t ia l 

alternative to the Chelsea 

left-back.

Chelsea in double transfer swoop 

December for Fury vs Usyk with
Riyadh to host

Osimhen debunks anger rumours over
substitution 

rsenal have been told 

Ato cough out £50m if  

t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y 

interested in having Wolves 

Pedro Neto  in the fold.

The Gunners have been 

busy in the transfer market 

already, with Gabriel Jesus, 

Oleksandr Zinchenko and 

Fabio Vieira all joining the 

club for significant fees.

In terms of  wingers, 

Neto has emerged as a 

possible target for Arsenal in 

recent days.

The Wolves star has 

a c k n o w l e d g e d  i n  a n 

interview with The Times 

that he “dreams” of  playing 

in the Champions League:

“I always like to hear this 

sort of  stuff  but I'm focused 

on my job here because I'm 

feeling very good here. The 

things you hear makes you 

work even more, it's good for 

you & your mentality to 

know people know your 

value,” Neto said.

“The dream of  any 

player is to play in the 

Champions League. I want 

to help this club to go higher 

and higher because I think 

we have that potential with 

the way we work, the way we 

sign players, the way we try to 

arrive there.”

Wolves name price for Pedro Neto

Leao Gordon

Fury Usyk

Osimhen
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The fresh news people

ime is running out, and it is Tr u n n i n g  f a s t .  U n l e s s 
something is done urgently, 

the 9th National Assembly may 
fail the nation in the discharge of  
their most important legislative 
assignment for Nigeria, in the 
amendment of  the Constitution. 
So much money has been spent on 
this project, so much time has gone 
into it and so much human 
resources have been amassed such 
that it would be a great disservice 
to our dear country should these 
efforts go down the drain. The 
National Assembly owes us the 
duty to perform in this regard and 
not to dash our hopes for a new 
Nigeria even before the 2023 
elections, in the same way that was 
done with the new Electoral Act, 
2022. It should be part of  the low 
hanging fruits that the National 
Assembly can give us whilst we 
work towards achieving the 
ultimate goal of  restructuring. We 
c a n n o t  b u t  c o m m e n d  t h e 
legislators for their courage and 
determination towards achieving a 
smooth, efficient electoral process, 
which we witnessed with the Ekiti 
and Osun States Governorship 
elections. They should do the same 
with the amendment of  the 
Constitution and write their names 
in gold. But if  the things that we 
now hear and see are anything to 
go by, this may just be a dream. Let 
me share with you the present 
mindset of  the National Assembly 
as encapsulated in one of  the 
statements credited to one of  their 
leaders.

“The Speaker of  the House 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  Fe m i 
Gbajabiamila,  has rued the 
d e l e g a t e  s y s t e m  u s e d  i n 
conducting political parties' 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  t o  e l e c t 
candidates to fly the flag of  their 
r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t i e s .  M r 
Gbajabiamila said this at the 
resumption of  plenary on Tuesday 
in Abuja. He said that it was rather 
unfortunate that the process went 
the way it went, adding that “I 
make bold to say here that the 
legislature has once again suffered 
losses.” According to him, the loss 
really is not for members who lost, 
but a loss to democracy, to the 
institution and to the country. “If  it 
means anything, I know and I am 
aware that many of  our members 

did not lose their primaries 
because they were rejected by their 
constituents.  “Many of  our 
members lost because of  the 
process, the process which we 
f o r e s a w  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives. The delegate 
system which unfortunately is not 
what a delegate system is supposed 
to be,” he said. Mr Gbajabiamila 
said that the past two months had 
been dominated by political 
pursuits across the country as 
political parties carried out various 
activit ies to nominate their 
candidates for the forthcoming 
general elections. He added that 
some members who sought the 
nomination of  their parties to 
return to legislature had not gotten 
it, while others who sought 
nomination to contest other 
positions had also fallen short in 
that quest. He said that many 
members lost because they were 
not given a fair shot, adding that 
the House of  Representatives had 
good legislators. He added that the 
legislators abound both in the 
chambers and back home, who 
would not be coming back because 
of  the delegate system. “When we 
fought for direct primaries in this 
house, we knew exactly what we 
were saying. It pains me very 
deeply that the process has gone 
the way it has gone. “We will 
continue to push and continue to 
f ight  for  our  members,  for 
democracy, for the institution and 
this country. “I have experienced 
political loss and I can speak to the 
f e e l i n g s  o f  l o s s  a n d 
disappointment that arise as a 
result,” he said.”

Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 (as 
Amended), sections 4 (1) & (2):

(1) “The legislative powers of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
shall be vested in a National 
Assembly for the Federation 
which shall consist of  a Senate and 
a House of  Representatives.

(2) The National Assembly 
shall have power to make laws for 
the  peace,  o rder  and  good 
government of  the Federation or 
any part thereof  with respect to 
any matter  included in the 
Exclusive Legislative List set out in 
Part 1 of  the Second Schedule to 
this Constitution.”

Deliberately and without 
mincing words, the framers of  the 

Constitution established the 
Legislature as the First Arm of  
government, because law is 
needed to define all other aspects 
of  human existence. It is thus 
e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h r o u g h  i t s 
additional powers of  approval and 
oversight functions, the legislature 
will work to curb the excesses of  
the executive arm of  government, 
especially in situations where 
retired military men have hijacked 
the democratic process, having in 
their prime usurped power through 
the ignoble strategy of  coup d'etat.

In the build up to the 2015 
general elections, it was a matter of  
time upon the declaration of  APC 
as the winner of  the election, for 
Honourable Femi Gbajabiamila 
and Senator Ahmad Lawan, to 
mount the saddle as the 9th 
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representat ives  and Senate 
President respectively. In fact, 
there was already jubilation in 
their camp, until the day of  
inauguration of  the National 
Assembly on 9th of  June, 2015. In 
what  was  a  c l ea r  po l i t i ca l 
masterstroke, the Bukola Saraki 
group played a fast one and 
snatched power from the anointed 
ones. But it turned out to be one of  
the best National Assemblies ever, 
at least in taming the monstrous 
executive arm.

Since its emergence, the 9th 
National Assembly has been more 
of  a weeping institution, a clearing 
house and a reporting Chamber, 
where elected representatives of  
the people stoop to beg directors of  
parastatals to attend public 
hearings, at times issuing empty 
threats without any follow-up 
action. It was in the 9th Assembly 
that legislatures approved over 
N300B for an agency (NDDC) 
without a functioning Board 
(repeatedly since 2015), where sole 
administrators illegally appointed 
into office turned the hallowed 
Chambers into some Nollywood 
movie scene through executive 
epilepsy, displaying fainting spells 
shamelessly without scant regard 
for public decency. And not long 
thereafter, the Minister of  Niger 
D e l t a  o p e n ly  a c c u s e d  t h e 
l e g i s l a t o r s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n 
whereupon they then scampered 
like chickens, chorusing “off  the 
mic”, to bury the emerging 
scandal. It is the same National 

Assembly that could not accept the 
challenge of  the Minister of  State 
for Labour, Festus Keyamo, SAN 
for an open debate on allegations 
of  corrupt practices.

H a v i n g  s u c c e e d e d  i n 
installing its cronies in positions of  
a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly, the executive has since 
then embarked upon mindless 
borrowings, putting our nation at 
the mercy of  shylock imperialists, 
who whimsically drafted contracts 
that threaten even our cherished 
sovereignty, at times in their own 
language. Yes, it is a National 
Assembly that prides itself  in 
'reporting' errant serving ministers 
and heads of  parastatals who defy 
its summons, to the President.

On December 14, 2021, the 
Cha i r man  o f  the  Nat iona l 
Assembly, Senator Ahmad Lawan 
laboured assiduously to convince 
Nigerians that the Assembly that 
he presides over is not a rubber 
stamp institution of  the executive. 
A t  t h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Parliamentarians Lecture in 
Abuja, Senator Lawan stated that 
what Nigerians carry was only a 
perception, insisting that the three 
a r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e 
independent  but  they work 
together  for  the success  of  
government. Let us hear him:

“According to him, Nigeria 
has three arms of  government that 
are constitutionally equal but the 
people are heavily represented at 
the legislature than the other arms. 
He said that for the peace and 
development of  the nation, the 
three arms of  government must 
work together as the failure and 
success of  one arm of  government 
will be attributed to all.

According to him, “the 
legislature, being the first arm of  
government constitutionally, the 
closest and as well the most 
accessible by the people, easily 
lends itself  to public scrutiny and 
sometimes takes the blame even 
for government decisions that fall 
outside its legislative competence.

He explained that the “three 
arms of  government have a 
responsibility to each other and an 
obligation to Nigerians, thus they 
must have a cordial relationship 
based on mutual respect for 
constitutional rights and mandate 
to succeed.

Though corruption in any 

a r m  o f  g ove r n m e n t  i s  n o t 
a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  m u s t  b e 
condemned, to, however, single 
out one arm of  government 
without any hard evidence is to 
undermine the authority of  that 
institution. He said the major 
factor that contributed to the 
negat ive  perce pt ion  o f  the 
legislature was political apathy, 
“arising from the school of  
thought that politics is a 'dirty 
game' and politicians are 'dirty.'” 
He said the 9th Assembly “would 
continue to improve public 
perception of  the legislature”.

For me and indeed many 
other Nigerians, there is no other 
time to ' improve the public 
perception of  the legislature' than 
now, in relation to the roles that 
they are expected to play with the 
amendment of  the Constitution. If  
we must say it as it is, Nigerians do 
not trust the present National 
Assembly to assert itself  against 
the executive arm. And if  they 
claim not to be 'a rubber stamp 
institution', then the legislators 
must as a matter of  national 
urgency, rally round the Houses of  
Assembly of  the States to urgently 
execute the most important 
national assignment facing them, 
t o  c o n c l u d e  o n  t h e  d r a f t 
amendments and ensure that it is 
part of  the Constitution.

As elected representatives of  
the people, the National Assembly 
must assert the will of  the people 
b y  a m e n d i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e 
provisions of  the Constitution in 
order to rescue Nigeria from 
disintegration. Nothing else will 
suffice; they must disappoint their 
detractors with a major legislative 
revival. We cannot afford the 
misfortune of  parading elected 
representatives who are whipped 
along the lines of  executive 
preferences, all the time. There has 
to be a balance of  power and of  
forces, for our nation to ever dream 
of  attaining the expected growth 
that our leaders have touted so 
often. The burden on Honourable 
Gbajabiamila and Senator Lawan 
is onerous and they have to work 
with their colleagues to discharge 
it. It is a historical assignment that 
has to be performed now. The time 
for excuses is long gone. Being part 
of  the ruling party, they owe the 
sacred duty to fulfil their promises 
to the people of  Nigeria. 2023 is 
d r aw i n g  c l o s e  a n d  a l l  o u r 
memories are intact concerning 
these promises.
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NSCDC cracks down on 'underaged
criminal' syndicate, arrests suspects

Court convicts man for destroying
PDP billboard


