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News

Police arrest suspended Nnewi North LG
Chairman, who allegedly killed wife 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
ransition Commit-
tee Chairman of  
Nnewi North Local 

Government Area of  An-
ambra State, Hon. Mbazu-
like Iloka, who was earlier 
suspended by Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo over 
complicity in the death of  
his wife, Chidiebere Iloka 
has been arrested. Iloka, 
who was sworn in as chair-
man of  the local govern-
ment area, less than a week 
before the death of  his wife 
was removed, following al-
legations of  wife battery, 
which led to her death.

Though Iloka had long 
denied being responsible 
for the death of  his wife, 
claiming that he had never 

touched her, and that she 
slipped and fell, while bring-
ing food to him, hitting her 
head on a concrete wall. A 
source confirmed that the 
suspended chairman who 
is popularly known as Mba 
Mba is currently being de-
tained at the State Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(SCID) Awka, Anambra 
State, under charges of  cul-
pable homicide.

His arrest, News Echo 
gathered, was as a result of  
a petition by the Human 
Rights Writers Association 
of  Nigeria, (HURIWA) on 
Monday addressed to the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
Usman Alkali Baba at the 
Nigeria Police Force Head-
quarters.

Meanwhile, the Anam-
bra State Police command 

has confirmed the arrest of  
Iloka. The state police com-
mand’s spokesperson, DSP 
Ikenga Toochukwu said: 
“He is in our custody now 
and I urge the members of  
the public to be patient as 
the autopsy shall prove the 
cause of  the wife death. 
Meanwhile investigation is 
still ongoing”

HURIWA had in a press 
release earlier issued after 
the suspension of  the chair-
man urged the Anambra 
State Police Command to 
arrest him, saying his sus-
pension was not enough.

The group said the state 
government must ensure 
the immediate arrest and 
prosecution of  the LG boss 
beyond his suspension.

HURIWA’s National Co-
ordinator, Emmanuel On-

wubiko, in the statement 
tasked Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo to make a 
scapegoat of  the Violence 
Against Persons Prohibi-
tion Act domesticated in 
Anambra in 2017 which 
criminalised all types of  
violence against persons, 
and offering protection and 
remedies for victims.

Onwubiko said, “The 

suspension of  Mbazulike Il-
oka by the state government 
is not enough. Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo must 
order the immediate arrest, 
investigation and prosecu-
tion of  this suspected killer. 
Anything short of  this is le-
niency taken too far.

 “Anambra is noto-
rious for domestic and 
gender-based violence in 

homes, churches, offices, 
markets, motor parks, and 
even in commercial buses. 

The governor must send 
a strong warning to the ag-
gressors by publicly sham-
ing the LG boss within the 
ambit of  the law. An au-
topsy must be carried out 
immediately and the out-
come must not be compro-
mised. There must be no 
cover-ups.”

Abia launches electronic education 
portal for public, private schools
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr. Okezie 
Victor Ikpeazu has 

commended the State’s 
Commissioners for educa-
tion basic and post basic 
education, permanent sec-
retaries and the staff  of  the 
ministries for the successful 
launch of  the Abia State ed-
ucation electronic portal.

Dr. Ikpeazu who made 
the statement in his office 
in Umuahia when the op-
erations and features of  the 
education electronic portal 
were demonstrated to him, 
described the electronic fa-
cility as a very robust digital 
platform and expressed de-
light that education sector in 

the state would henceforth 
boast of  comprehensive dig-
ital education management 
system that would serve as a 
model for the other states in 
the country. 

Ikpeazu further explained 
that the new digital educa-
tion initiative would propel 
Abia to maintain her first 
positions in external exam-
inations.

Speaking earlier on behalf  
of  the Abia State education 
sector, the Commissioner 
for basic education, Chief  
Ukwu Rocks Emma stated 
that the Abia State educa-
tion electronic portal was 
a product of  painstaking 
works by a crop of  dedicat-
ed civil servants in the min-
istry of  basic and post basic 
education and expressed 

Olokoro community bans use of weapons 
during new yam festival
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
o prevent blood-
shed or other forms 
of  violent conducts 

among youths during 2022 
new yam festival, Olokoro 
ancient kingdom in Abia 
State has banned the use or 
brandishing of  cutlasses or 
other weapons by youths or 

other indigenes of  the com-
munity. Also, indigenes 
and invited guests of  to 
the Iri Ji have been advised 
to conduct themselves in 
peaceful and responsible 
manners and avoid actions 
that may conflict with the 
peace of  the land. 

These messages were 
made known by the Oloko-
ro council of  traditional 
rulers and the office of  the 
traditional prime minis-
ter at Olokoro, Umuahia 
South LGA of  the State 
which was sighted by News 
Echo. 

The information, which 
was signed by HRM, 
Eze Boniface Izuogu, the 
Chairman of  Olokoro 
council of  traditional rul-
ers among others, noted a 
security outfit in Olokoro 
known as Olokoro vigilan-
te, would be unveiled to the 
public during this year’s 
Iri Ji festival while there 
would also be  dance per-
formances by women from 
various communities in the 

gratitude to the Governor 
for his support from the 
commencement to the con-
clusion stages of  the project.

Chief  Emma disclosed 
that the electronic directo-
ry at the moment contains 
4,385 school portals, reflect-
ing the member of  public 
and approved private school 
already uploaded and run-
ning on the platform and 
assured the Governor that 
the remaining 3,358 schools 
will be uploaded before the 
end of  August, 2022. Pres-
ent at the presentation and 
documentation of  the Edu-
cation Electronic Directory 
were the Deputy Gover-
nor, Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, 
Commissioner for Post Ba-
sic Education, Israel Mark 
among other top govern-
ment functionaries.

kingdom.
The decision by the roy-

al father to ban the use of  
dangerous weapons may 
not be unconnected unpal-
atable reports in 2021 when 
unknown persons allegedly 
shot dead a middle-aged 
man at one of  the villages, 
a day after the 2021 edition 
of  the new yam festival in 
Olokoro. 

Meanwhile, Speaker of  
Abia State House of  As-
sembly, Hon Chinedum 
Orji has promised to equip 
the newly built E-Library 
which was achieved by 
women of  the Olokoro 
kingdom. 

The Speaker made the 
promise at Ahiaukwu 
Olokoro during this year’s 
August women conference 
by the women of  Olokoro. 
The Speaker commended 
them for their vision in set-
ting up the project, pointing 
out that through the noble 
idea, great future leaders 
would be produced.

... As Ikpeazu’s wife, NAWOJ 
Chairperson warn against domestic 
violence, neglect of women
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairperson of  
Caretaker Commit-
tee of  National Asso-

ciation of  Women Journal-
ists (NAWOJ), Mrs Oluchi 
Ikechukwu has cautioned 
against neglect of  rights 
and places of  women in Ni-
gerian society. This is even 
as the wife of  Abia State 
Governor, Mrs Nkechi 
Okezie Ikpeazu has iden-
tified women as agents of  
transformation in homes, 
communities and the entire 
society.

Mrs Ikechukwu, who was 
addressing the press during 
the 12th edition of  Abia 
Women August Delegate 
Conference (AWADEC) 
2022 described women as 
the true vessel of  develop-
ment, transformation and 
stability and called upon 
leaders at all levels to appro-
priate the rich potentials of  
the Nigerian woman.

She recalled the sacrific-
es made by women in their 
various homes and places 
of  endeavors which have 
kept the wheels their fami-
lies running, making it clear 
that without women, there 
is no nation. 

Mrs. Ikechukwu, who 
congratulated Abia wom-
en and members of  Abia 
NAWOJ on the successful 
events of  this year’s women 
August conference, charged 
them to utilize the gains of  
the lectures delivered by 
Prof  Roseline Ndimele in 

transforming the society. 
The Abia NAWOJ Chair-

person also advised women 
to respect their husbands 
while charging husbands 
to always love their wives 
and bring up their children 
in Godly ways. She further 
promised that Nigerian 
Women Journalists would 
continue in their quests for 
the rights of  women and the 
less privileged. 

Earlier in her address 
during the AWADEC con-
ference, the wife of  Abia 
State Governor, Mrs Nke-
chi Okezie Ikpeazu listed 
the efforts her Vicar Hope 
Foundation in fighting vio-
lence against women, wid-
ows and children. 

Mrs Ikpeazu noted that 
through the efforts of  Vic-
ar Hope, many widows 
and homeless families have 
become home owners and 
been uplifted from pover-

ty noting that many poor 
patients have enjoyed free 
medical treatment courtesy 
of  her foundation.

She recalled that many 
cases of  breast cancer 
have been prevented in 
young and married women 
through the free running of  
free cancer preventing tests 
by her Vicar Hope Founda-
tion in Abia State. 

Executive members of  
the newly constituted care-
taker committee of  Abia 
NAWOJ including Joice 
Nwabuisi, Charity Uwak-
we, and Peace Agbo were 
present during this year’s 
AWADEC. 

Members of  the newly 
constituted caretaker com-
mittee of  Abia NAWOJ 
including Mrs Oluchi 
Ikechukwu Peace Agbo, 
Joice Nwabuisi, and Char-
ity Uwakwe attended the 
AWADEC conference.

I ‘ll develop Mbaise nation - Uzodimma

T
he Enyi oma 1 of  
Mbaise Nation, His 
Excellency Distin-

guished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has promised 
to develop the Mbaise Na-
tion.

Governor Uzodimma 
stated this at the Iri Ji 
Mbaise Festival, where 
he was decorated by 
ezuruezu Mbaise Tradi-
tional Rulers with a Chief-
taincy title of  Enyi oma 
Mbaise in recognition of  

his friendly ties with the 
Mbaise Nation.

The Festival, which 
is an annual event that 
brings the good people of  
Mbaise, their friends and 
well-wishers together, of-
fers great opportunities 
to recognize a prestigious 
fellow who must have im-
pacted positively on the 
Mbaise nation. 

Speaking after the deco-
ration, The Governor as-
sured Ndi Mbaise of  good 

tidings that his good friend 
will bring towards the de-
velopment of  Mbaise. The 
Governor stated that he 
will develop Mbaise be-
yond its current status

The Governor further 
called on the continued 
support of  the Mbaise 
Nation to his administra-
tion for the State Govern-
ment to actualize all it has 
mapped out to achieve for 
the interest of  the state.



Lazy attitude of workers may lead 
to sack, scrapping of departments at
Local Government Councils
-  Imo Local Uzodimma hints 
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Imo State government up to date with
salary payment - Finance Commissioner 

I
mo State Commissioner 
for Finance and Coor-
dinating Economy, Dr 

Doris Uzoka-Anite, has dis-
closed that the state Govern-
ment is up to date with the 
payment of  salaries of  work-
ers in the state, and not owing 
any emoluments.

The reaction is coming 
contrary to a recent report by 
BudgIT alleging that Imo is 
one of  the state governments 
owing salaries of  between “6 
months and above”.

In a statement issued Tues-
day, Commissioner described 
the recent report released by 
BudgIT, entitled: “2022 Ni-
gerian Sub-National Salary 
Survey as of  July 31st, 2022”, 
which categorized Imo under 
the “red colour” of  its map-
ping” as untrue and grossly 
misleading.

According to the Com-
missioner, the survey, which 
BudgIT claims is the result of  
its field research, is not only 
very misleading but also an 
embarrassment to the Gov-
ernment.

The Commissioner howev-
er demanded an immediate 
retraction of  the publication 
and an unreserved apology 
from the organisation as the 
only way to correct the obvi-
ous error and put the records 
straight.

She said: “As a matter of  
fact, many issues had always 
surrounded the payment of  
salaries in Imo state until the 
arrival of  His Excellency, The 
Executive Governor, Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma, under 
whose eagle eyes, a verifica-
tion exercise was conducted 
and many ghost workers, 
identified”.

She said that the Civil Ser-
vice System in Imo State has 
been successfully rejigged, 
with a backlog of  owed emol-
uments cleared, and multiple 
payments to fraudulent work-
ers halted.

She said: ” Imo workers 
get their salaries as and at 
when due. Any who com-
plaints about unpaid salaries 
today must be investigated 
as the complainant is either 

Gov. Uzodimma with Imo youths duing a Coca-Cola Hellenic Group Youth Empowerment  workshop in Owerri.

a ghost worker or an unre-
pentant beneficiary of  the rot 
in the system that saw many 
workers receive salaries from 
different offices at the same 
time, a situation which has 
been tackled assiduously”.

She said: “The Govern-
ment, therefore, wonders 

where BudgIT got its false 
facts from to the extent of  
publishing it and misleading 
the public”.

The state government cau-
tioned BudgIT to always 
cross-check its facts and con-
duct “thorough research” 
so as to avoid misleading 
the public, embarrassing the 
Government, and bringing 
itself  into disrepute.

She said: “One wonders 
where such unconfirmed 

report could spring from, 
considering the fact that Imo 
workers got a 13th-month 
salary bonus in December 
2021, with other juicy gifts, 
as an expression of  the State 
Government’s commitment 
to the overall welfare of  our 
workers”.

Government, therefore, 
enjoins the Imo people to 
keep faith with the 3R Gov-
ernment of  Gov. Hope Uzo-
dimma, anchored on Recon-

struction, Rehabilitation and 
Recovery, while assuring that 
the welfare of  Imo workers 
will remain an issue of  par-
amount importance and will 
always receive every needed 
attention. Better times still lie 
ahead.

The Commissioner point-
ed out that the state had also, 
in July 2022, finally achieved 
the milestone of  instant Re-
tirement to Pension payment 
with zero time lag.

Abia Rotary club plants trees to conserve nature

P
erturbed by the nega-
tive effects of  climate 
change in Nigeria, 

the Rotary Club of  Umua-
hia North District 9142 on 
Wednesday commenced tree 
planting exercise in some se-
lected areas in Umuahia, the 
Abia State capital.

Speaking on the tree plant-
ing exercise held at Vision 
Africa Radio, Secretariat 
road, Umuahia, the Syner-
gizer President of  the Club, 
Rotarian Geraldine Onuo-
rah described the exercise 
as a positive step to enhance 

environmental protections 
and support sustainable de-
velopment and growth in a 
fast-growing population.

Rtn. Geraldine Onuorah, 
Synergizer President of  Ro-
tary Club of  Umuahia North 
sensitizing the management 
staff  of  Vision Africa Radio 
shortly before the tree plant-
ing exercise. Onuorah who 
harped the need for people 
to continue planting trees to 
secure the future, said, “With 
the depletion of  the ozone lay-
er, there should be continuous 
planting of  trees to support 

the environment”.
She advised that while pur-

suing the growth and develop-
ment of  our communities and 
economy, the environment 
should also be put into con-
sideration.

According to her, Environ-
mental protection/preserva-
tion is of  a topmost priority 
for the Club, which it is com-
mitted to collaboration with 
individuals, organizations 
and Government to support 
and secure the environment.

While also canvassing for 
tree planting to mitigate ef-

fects of  climate change, the 
District Secretary, Rtn. Ekele 
Ochiabuto; the immediate 
past Visionary President of  
the Club, Rtn. Emeka Sopu-
ruchi the Club’s Year 2023-
2024 President-elect, Rtn. 
Jonathan Ibiloye advised that 
planting more trees would 
help keep environmental deg-
radation at bay.

Mr. Maduabuchi Charles 
representing the President of  
Vision Africa Radio, Bishop 
Sunday Onuoha during the 
event.

Speaking earlier, the Presi-
dent of  Vision Africa Radio, 
Bishop Sunday Onuoha, rep-
resented by the station manag-
er, Mr. Maduabuchi Charles 
appreciated the Club for col-
laborating with the Station, 
adding that planting more 
trees is beneficial to humanity.

Bishop Onuoha who chal-
lenged other organizations to 
follow suit with planting of  
trees, encouraged the Rotar-
ians not to relent in their ser-
vice to humanity. Rotarians 
and a representative of  the 
President of  Vision Africa Ra-
dio in a group photograph 

In order to tackle the effects 
of  climate change effectively 
in the country, the Vice Pres-
ident of  the Club, Rotarian 
Michael Ibegbulam in his 
remarks urged members of  
the public to avoid cutting of  
trees.

By Grace Ofurum

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dinma has acknowl-
edged that most 

departments are not func-
tioning for years and the oth-
ers have not been working in 
the local government coun-
cil system in Imo state.

Uzodinma made this 
statement at a swearing-in 
event of  the new appointees 
of  Government in Owerri.

The governor regretted the 
laissez faire attitudes of  gov-
ernment appointees mostly 
that of  the local government 
council members at the 
twenty seven local govern-
ment areas of  Imo state.

He however charged the 
newly sworn-in appointees 
to change the narrative and 
showcase good governance 
in their respective depart-
ments.

In his words, “I have ob-
served with dismay that 
most departments in the Lo-
cal Government Council are 
not functional.

The department of  
Health, Sports and works to 
mention but a few.

Meanwhile, governor 
Uzodimma has finally 

Sworn-in IMHA Service 
Commission members, 3 
Commissioners and 27 Sole 
Administrators at the Imo 
State Government House 
Exco Chamber.

However, it is very evident 
to note that such lackadaisi-
cal Officials will henceforth 
be sacked because such atti-
tudes may lead to the scrap-
ping of  such departments at 
the local government level.

… Blasts BudgIT report, orders for 
public apology

Security Challenges: Diaspora group to drums support for Soludo 

T
he Nigeria Policy In-
stitute United States 
of  America (NPI-

USA) has disclosed its pre-
paredness to financially and 
technologically support in-
frastructural projects of  An-
ambra State Government.

The group said it would 
support progressive chang-
es needed for effective and 
productive governance in 
the state, as well as support 
Governor Charles Soludo to 
better his predecessors’ per-
formances.

In a statement by its Exec-
utive Director, Chief  Jimmy 
Asiegbu, the body appealed 
to the governor to work with 

diaspora indigenes by set-
ting up accounts where they 
could donate their widow’s 
mite.

Praising Soludo’s ap-
proach to cultism, kidnap-
ping, killings, drug abuse, 
among others, NPI-USA 
said the governor had 
demonstrated his capacity to 
fulfil his campaign promises 
to the people.

It hailed him for cleaning 
up Okpoko, Awka, Onitsha 
and its environs, as well as 
closing tax loopholes and 
revenue misappropriation.

The statement said: 
“Those campaign promises 
include turning Anambra 

into a livable environment, 
tackling infrastructural de-
cays, road construction, 
flood and erosion related 
problems.

 “Despite the meager mon-
ey in the treasury and from 
the federal allocations, the 
governor has embarked on 
these infrastructural projects. 
There is no question that 
these projects cost money.

“It is a welcome devel-
opment that Anambra in-
digenes in the diaspora are 
uniting to support Soludo’s 
projects. We urge other indi-
genes living abroad to emu-
late this gesture.

 “We also advise the gov-

ernor to surround himself  
with good advisers, who will 
tell him the truth and suggest 
the best approach to solving 
the problems of  the state.

 “NPI-USA has confi-
dence that Soludo will work 
on exceeding the perfor-
mance of  his predecessors 
and make Anambra the 
Dubai of  Africa, as he has 
promised.”

Calling for progressive 
steps targeted at attracting 
local and foreign businesses, 
particularly for job creation 
for unemployed youths, the 
group enjoined residents to 
support Soludo to ensure his 
success.
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he general Kenya's general election Tthat took place on Tuesday, August 
9, can in many ways be a lesson for 

Nigeria in its forthcoming 2023 general 
elections. This is largely because the two 
countries share so much in semblance; 
democratic features, economic Challenges 
and socio-political environment.

Just recently, the Chairman of the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l 
Commission (INEC), Prof. Mahmood 
Yakubu, vowed that the results of the 2023 
general elections would be transmitted 
electronically.

Stakeholders in the country's body 
polity has continued to allege fears over 
the deployment of  technology in the 
country's electoral processes and as such 
advocates the new system be enhanced to 
address hitches witnessed in previous 
elections.

It was against this backdrop that the 
Electoral Act was amended by the 
National  Assembly and President 
Muhammadu Buhari had, on February 25, 
assented to the Election Act 2022 after its 
passage by the National Assembly.

One of the key provisions of the law is 
the deployment of  technology in the 
electoral process.

Section 52(2) of the Act says: “Subject 
to Section 63 of this bill, voting at an 
election and transmission of results under 
this bill shall be in accordance with the 
procedure determined by the commission 
(INEC), which may include electronic 
voting.”

Ya k u b u ,  r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d ,  t h e 
transmission of elections results from the 
polling units (PUs) would be a permanent 
feature in the nation's electoral processes.

He said, INEC, did not start the 
electronic transmission, at least, from the 
polling units to the IReV Portal, in 
Anambra or FCT elections.

“It was actually on August 2020 that 
we deployed that for the Nasarawa Central 
State Constituency by-election, the first 
election conducted under COVID-19. So, 
if you look at the IReV Portal, you could 
see all the results from the 2020 to the Ekiti 
and Osun governorship elections and all 
the other by-elections we conducted.” 

On lessons learnt from the just-
concluded Kenyan presidential election, 
Yakubu said that the INEC had received a 
letter from the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) of Kenya 
that it wanted to deploy the Kenya 
Integration Election Management System 
(KIEMS) and that it was going to transmit 
polling unit level results to the collation 
centre. KIEMS is the equivalent of the 
Nigeria's Bi-Modal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS).

He said like Nigeria, the transmitted 
results were collated manually, noting that 

Niger ia ' s  BIVAS i s  a  s igni f i cant 
improvement on the Kenya's system 
because in Nigeria, the collations have to 
pass through several stages from the 
polling units to the ward level, to the local 
governments and the states before 
reaching the national portal for the 
presidential election.

This, Yakubu said, allows agents of all 
political parties and candidates to observe 
the collation process at all stages, unlike in 
Kenya where results go straight to the 
national portal.

The INEC chairman also said that 
while Nigeria learnt from the 2017 Kenyan 
elections, the Kenyans had also learnt a lot 
from the conduct of the 2019 and 2023 
general elections in Nigeria.

He said the collation of results was 
faster in Kenya possibly due to the fewer 
numbers of polling units and registered 
voters compared to the larger number of 
same in Nigeria.

In comparison, the Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System (BVAS) introduced 
by the electoral commission in Nigeria, 
like Kenya's KIEMS, is an advanced voter 
identification technology that will be 
hostile to election riggers, effectively 
ending the old order. We saw this in recent 
elections in Anambra, Ekiti and Osun 
States, and nobody challenged the results 
on the basis of the numbers in each of 
those elections. BVAS, according to 
INEC, promises to deliver elections that 
reflect the people's wishes.

Like Nigeria, Kenya is a former British 
colony practising multiparty democracy 
and it is a multi-ethnic nationality with 
three dominant ethnic groups – the 
Kikuyu, Luhya, and Kalenjin. Kenya, like 
Nigeria, has a young population, with 75% 
being under 35 years. Like our president, 
Buhari,  the incumbent president, 
Kenyatta, is not a candidate in this 
election.

The two countries have similar core 
issues that will define their elections. The 
presidential campaign in Kenya was 
centred on the three issues of the economy, 
corruption, and unemployment. The only 
difference with Nigeria will be the 
addition of how to tackle the menace of 
insecurity bedeviling our country.

In most economic indices, Kenya is 
better than Nigeria. Kenya's inflation, at 
7.9% in the election month, is better than 
Nigeria's at 18% in June. Kenya's public 
debt is as high as Nigeria's, and the 
unemployment rate there is equally 
spiraling.

We therefore maintain that Nigeria 
must show leadership and use the 2023 
election to highlight democratic resilience 
and deep-rooted principles in the Nigerian 
democratic culture.
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h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  Tunscrupulous elements 
who are hiding under 

Peter Obi to cause havock in the 
society is beginning to threaten 
the chances of  Peter Obi's 
Presidential aspirations.

It is no longer News that a 
good number of  persons have 
decided to give Peter Obi a try in 
2023 election,  but the emergence 
of  expired politicians, greedy 
serial losers and people on 
vendetta, who are bent on hiding 
under Peter Obi, have become 
the bane of  the expected new era 
come 2023 as many Nigerians 
are beginning to discreetly 
w i t h d r aw  t h e i r  s u p p o r t , 
especially after seeing the caliber 
of  persons who are asking for the 
vote of  the people while violating 
our Electoral laws at the time 
INEC is yet to give a go ahead 
order for political Campaign. 

It has been noted that the 
warning by INEC for individuals 
not to go against the electoral 
guidelines for campaign has 
continued to be violated with 
impunity through barrage of  
insults to anyone that dare say 
anything against the aspiration 
of  the impostors and their 
hirelings, who now sleep on 
various social media platforms to 
terrorize the sanity of  others, 
thereby raising a high probability 
of  their intent to pitch Peter Obi 
a g a i n s t  I N E C  a n d  l a w 
enforcement agents.

Meanwhile, this is coming 
a f t e r  t h e  wa r n i n g  b y  t h e 
President of  Nigerian Labour 

he mood among Okigwe Tand Owerri political elite 
is that of  veiled anger, 

frustration and resentment. But 
the two cheated zones are largely 
responsible for the growing 
arrogance and landlordism of  
Orlu zone. 

Most Okigwe and Owerri 
politicians are blinded by self  
service and pecuniary interests, 
and it appears that they do not 
fully understand the game-plan of  
a zone that  seems to have 
perfected methods of  keeping 
Imo State as its inherited territory, 
i n  t h e  s a m e  way  t h a t  t h e 
politically greedy Hausa/Fulani 
have held and continue to hold the 
entire territory of  Nigeria down 
as  a  vassa l  s ta te  for  the i r 
domination and exploitation. The 
danger here is obvious: very soon, 
Okigwe and Owerri people would 
begin to look at their Orlu 
counterpart with bottled-up anger 
and envy. This may not be too 

good  fo r  peace  and  un i ty 
necessary for development. 

How do we restore the Equity 
Formula that, at a point, made 
I m o  s t a t e  t h e  e n v y  o f  
neighbouring and far-flung states 
east of  the Niger? First, political 
Orlu must accept that it has had 
more than its fair share of  tenancy 
at Douglas House, and should 
begin to loosen its firm grip on 
political power in Imo State. It 
should begin to seek alliances 
with politicians in the two zones, 
and accept, without being shy, 
that greed can, in fact, attract envy 
and resentment. The emergence 
of  Senator Hope Uzodinma in 
2020 again from Orlu zone after 
the dislodgement of  Emeka 
Ihedioha after  16 years of  
previous Orlu rulership, and who 
is also rumoured and appears in 
view of  recent developments, to 
be angling to do a second term as 
governor in 2024, is uncharitable, 
unacceptable, and could possibly 

engineer anger and a gang-up. 
This may not be too good for our 
children, grandchildren and to 
values that we collectively share.

Please, note that I have not 
said, nor am I canvassing, that 
Governor Hope Uzodinma is not 
eminently qualified to govern Imo 
State that is not the point that I am 
making. It will be stupid to say 
that. What I'm saying and will 
keep saying, is that our famous 
Equity Formula that guaranteed 
peace and development has gone 
haywire and needs to be restored 
in 2024 before resentment takes 
over our political space.

In the spirit of  our Equity 
Formula, Owerri zone needs to 
do one full term at least. Imo 
people should consider and 
determine that democratically. 
But the deviation from the 
Formula that assured guaranteed 
and promoted Harmony and 
Accord is probably going to have 
dire consequences in our state, 

un les s  we  have  a  re th ink , 
especially by the social category I 
simply refer to as “Political Orlu”. 
We should all realise that our 
famous Formula is in coma, and 
in the immortal words of  Othman 
Danfodio, “conscience is an open 
wound and only truth can heal it”. 
Our elders should speak out now 
or forever remain silent and live 
with consequences od their greed 
and self  service.

The brewing resentment and 
envy against Orlu may haunt 
them tomorrow. The continuing 
monopoly of  political power in 
the state by one zone and the 
subtle conversion of  the other two 
zones as pawns, may be very 
d a n g e r o u s .  O r l u  m a y  b e 
capitalising, as it were, on the two 
zones' lack of  appreciation of  the 
character and style of  their 
domination. This is not fair. It is 
not just.

Politicians should pursue 
their ambitions with eyes fixed on 

the future, and not to operate as if  
there will be no tomorrow. The 
injustices of  today may haunt us 
tomorrow. The monopoly of  
power and the greed that excludes 
other components of  the state by a 
fraction of  the Orlu political elite 
is certainly not the best.

It is for the political elite in 
Owerri and Okigwe zones to see 
the exclusion, the monopoly and 
the veritable dominance of  the 
political space by their Orlu 
counterpart as an affront and an 
insult. They should get together 
and devise ways of  curbing the 
excesses of  a fraction of  Orlu 
political grouping. Huge damage 
has been inflicted on a hitherto 
innocent and vibrant state. It is the 
prayer and hope of  all concerned 
Imo citizens, who genuinely wish 
peace and development in our 
state, that God will save her from 
chaos, anarchy and doom, and for 
our elite to pursue only what is 
“right, just, fair and equitable.

congress, Aliyu Wabba, that all 
they know is Peter Obi, as 
according to him, "all we know is 
Peter Obi, since we know that 
majority of  the failed politicians, 
especially those who have been 
rejected so many times by other 
political par ties, including 
immediate Communities, have 
re-sorted to hijacking Obi's 
goodwill for a comeback.

Our survey has shown that, 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i s  g a n g  o f  
desperados appears to come from 
South East of  Nigeria, where 
totally and outrightly rejected 
individuals, who have been 
rejected in House of  Assembly, 
House of  Representatives, 
Senate or Governorship, have 
taken over the media to either 
malign genuine political leaders, 
with the highest embarrassment 
as the one meted on one of  Imo 
State finests, Former Governor 
of  Imo, HE Rt. Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha, whom they tried to 
ridicule with propaganda and 
blackmail in such a manner that 
displayed their high level of  
desperation and re-sor t  to 
impunity. For them, it is either 
they get what they want or 
destroy the Peter Obi presidential 
ambition.

Fortunately, the Igboland is 
made up of  people with high 
level of  intellect and cannot be 
deceived by mere rabble rousers 
who have continued to exhibit 
their grammatical sophistry 
without providing any track 
record  o f  pas t  or  present 
performance (s) or proof  of  what 
they have done or intend to do for 
the people or community to 

warrant such electoral patronage.
It has therefore, become 

pertinent to advise our people to 
be careful and guard against the 
antics of  those bitter politicians 
on vendetta, who are parading 
themselves as Peter Obi's men, 
whereas their only intent is to 
destroy accomplished Igbo sons 

of  repute.
It should be stated without 

equivocation that any support for 
such characters that have re-
sorted to coming through the 
back door will be tantamount to 
i m p e d i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
progression of  the Peter Obi's 
candidacy and therefore should 

be seriously guarded against. 
They attack and threaten every 
known or suspected opposition 
to their greed and emergency 
aspiration while forgetting that 
the beauty of  politics lies in the 
opposition. Unlike Obi himself  
who has displayed high level 
social and moral decorum in his 
campaign consultations, he has 
r e f u s e d  t o  b e  c o m b a t ive, 
aggressive or desperate in order 
not to destroy the political 
milestone already achieved in the 
South East and beyond. It is 
therefore expected that any of  his 
genuine followers and supporters 
should toe the line of  decency in 
propagating their support.

Like it is said and widely 
believed too, "the taste of  the 
pudding is in its eating", this men 
has proved through their actions 
that they are not only self  
seeking, but also over ambitious 
and rudely desperate for power 
and position. Common sense 
therefore infers that we the Igbos, 
and by extension other Nigerians 
should be mindful of  the type of  
politicians we lend our support 
to, hence the need for us to be 
scrupulous in discerning the 
antics of  all who come to present 
themselves to us, pretending to be 
Saints or Messiahs, whereas they 
may eventually turn out to be the 
proverbial wolves in sheep's 
clothing, because it is often said 
that, 'all that glitters is not gold'. 

A word is surely enough for 
the wise, let's rise above petty 
sentiments and stand up for who 
and what we know rather than 
assume the possibilities of  the 
impossible.
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Still on the 'Mmanu Akara' issue
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Imo govt finally fixes Common Entrance
Exam, FSLC dates  
By Grace Ofurum

T
he delay in taking 
the state common 
entrance Examina-

tion, First school Leaving 
Certificate and the junior 
west Africa Examination 
has finally been solved by 
the Imo state government 
as the Ministry of  Educa-
tion through the council 
that conducts the examina-
tion has released dates for 
the exams.

According to a release by 
the Examination council, 
the exams are slated to hold 
on 30th August, 2nd Sep-
tember and 7th September 
2022 for the common En-
trance Examination, First 
School Leaving Certificate 
and Junior West Africa Ex-
amination respectively.

The delay in the conduct 
of  exams generated lots of  
controversy and specula-
tion from parents, students 
and citizens of  the state 
who queries why the exam 
was not taken at the stipu-
lated time.

The exams were sched-
uled to be taken in 3rd term 
while the academic session 
is still on but wasn’t written 
those times.

The common entrance 
exam was scheduled and 
postponed twice while 
schools were in session but 
it was delayed till the recent 
development where the 
common entrance is sched-
uled to come up at the end 
of  the Month of  August 
while others will follow suit 
whereas other states has 
conducted the exams and 

Tree planting: L-R Rtn. Jonathan Ibiloye being supported by Rtn. Ekele Ochiabuto and Rtn. Geraldine Onuorah 
planting: L-R Rtn. Jonathan Ibiloye being supported by Rtn. Ekele Ochiabuto and Rtn. Geraldine Onuorah.

have released the results
Questions have been 

raised why these exams 
were not conducted at the 
particular period it should, 
News Echo gathered that 
no cogent reason was pre-
sented by the examination 
body for the delay in the 
conduct of  the examina-
tion whereas other quarters 
blamed it on bad govern-
ance and lack of  the inter-

est of  the state government 
in proper Education.

Some sources equally 
disclosed that the payments 
for these exams are made 
into singular account as di-
rected by the state govern-
ment.

This development as al-
leged has delayed the ex-
ams as the state governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
has to issue directives on 

the disbursement of  the 
funds for the conduct of  the 
examination .

It would be recalled that 
the delay in the conduct of  
the exams started last two 
years after  the COVID-19 
pandemic that disrupted 
the academic calendar.

NewsEcho also gathered 
that the past exams within 
those periods were written 
in September when the stu-

dents are supposed to begin 
a fresh academic session.

Citizens of  the state are 
not comfortable with the 
recent development and 
wished the government to 
put in place measures that 
will avert future occurances 
and this does not portray 
a state that is conscious of  
providing quality Educa-
tion to it’s citizens.

Private partnership is the only means 
of job creation - Uzodimma 

G
overnor  Hope Uzo-
dimma has promised 
to give more support 

to private-public partnerships 
for the empowerment of  
more Imo State youths. 

Governor Uzodimma 
made the promise at the 
Coca-Cola Hellenic Group 
Youth Empowerment Work-
shop in Owerri, the Imo State 

capital.  
The Governor commend-

ed the Management and 
Staff  of  the Coca-Cola Hel-
lenic Group for identifying 
the need to partner with Imo 
State Government in com-
plementing the Shared Pros-
perity programs for training 
our youths in various entre-
preneurial skills. “Private 

sector partnership with Gov-
ernments is the only viable 
means to achieving job cre-
ation for all,” the Governor 
added. 

Speaking earlier, Corpo-
rate Affairs & Sustainability 
Director at Coca-Cola Hel-
lenic Bottling Company, Mr. 
Ekuma Eze, commended the 
Governor for his support and 

most importantly, the ena-
bling environment and ease 
of  doing business in the state. 

He disclosed that the com-
pany has started an expansion 
project in the plant located in 
the state having invested mil-
lions, to employ more Imo in-
digenes as a result of  the ena-
bling environment created by 
Governor Hope Uzodimma.

Nigeria urged to harness tourism sector potentials

T
he Sole Administra-
tor, Abia State Oil 
Producing Areas De-

velopment Commission,  
ASOPADEC, the Rt. Hon. 
Emeka Stanley has called 
for concerted efforts to har-
ness Nigeria’s untapped po-
tential in the tourism sector.

To this end, he lauded the 
General Manager of  Abia 
State Tourism Board, Queen 
Onyekachi Atulomah on 
her strives to bring together 
partners in the tourism sec-
tor with sole aim of  working 
to add value to the State’s 
natural and historical tourist 
attraction sites so as to fully 
tap the tourism sector.

Speaking when he played 

host to the 2022 World Tour-
ism Day Celebration Steer-
ing Committee in company 
of  State Tourism Board Boss, 
Queen Atulomah in his of-
fice in Umuahia, Rt. Hon. 
Stanley said that the tourism 
sector remains an untapped 
gold mine capable of  attract-
ing both local and foreign in-
vestors into the country.

The Sole Administrator 
of  ASOPADEC, The Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Stanley and 
members of  the Year 2022 
Steering committee of  World 
Tourism Day celebration in 
Abia State 

He maintained that Ni-
geria is richly blessed with 
abundant and beautiful 

tourist sites that when prop-
erly harnessed is capable of  
boosting the nation’s Inter-
nally Generated Revenue, 
IGR.

The ASOPADEC boss 
who reiterated that the coun-
try has all it takes to turn 
around her fortunes for the 
better, disclosed that most 
developed and developing 
countries generate 80-90 per-
cent of  their internally gen-
erated revenue from tourism.

The former Deputy Speak-
er of  Abia State House of  
Assembly who encouraged 
Queen Atulomah on her 
laudable innovative ideas 
and initiatives geared to-
wards redefining the Tour-

Electricity workers suspend 
strike, restore Power 

T
he National Union 
of  Electricity Em-
ployees (NUEE) has 

suspended its strike. This 
followed a meeting with 
the Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Dr. Chris 
Ngige on Wednesday.

“The Honourable Min-
ister of  Labour and Em-
ployment, Dr Chris Ngige, 
has apprehended the strike 
embarked upon by the 
National Union of  Elec-
tricity Employees (NUEE) 
following an emergency 
meeting between the un-
ion, government, and oth-
er stakeholders, at the in-

stance of  the Minister of  
Labour and Employment, 
Dr Chris Ngige,” read a 
statement from the Head, 
Press and Public Relations 
of  the ministry.

“Dr Ngige set up a tripar-
tite committee to look into 
the grievances of  electricity 
workers towards address-
ing them.”

The statement added 
that the union’s secretary 
general, Joe Ajaero, has 
“assured the minister that 
all necessary steps would 
be taken to restore the 
supply of  electricity to the 
country immediately”.

ism industry in Abia State, 
pledged his full support 
and that of  the commission 
towards the success of  the 
forthcoming World Tourism 
Day Celebration In the state.

Earlier in an address, the 
General Manager, Abia 
State Tourism Board, Queen 
Onyekachi Atuloma said 
she came in company of  the 
committee members to inti-
mate him as well as solicit 
his support in hosting the 
2022 World Tourism Day 
Celebration in Abia State 
slated to hold on the 25th – 
27th of  September, 2022 in 
Umuahia.

The ASOPADEC Sole 
administrator endorsed the 
World Tourism Day Cele-
bration during the visit.

Soludo sets up investigative panel 
over LG chairman’s wife death

G
overnor Charles Solu-
do has set up a team 
of  Pathologists and 

other relevant professionals to 
probe the death of  Mrs Chid-
iebere Iloka, wife of  suspend-
ed Transition Committee 
Chairman (TCC) of  Nnewi 
North Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State.

Soludo had on Aug. 12 sus-
pended Mbazulike Iloka, the 
transition committee chair-
man of  Nnewi North LGA 
over the death of  his wife

Mrs Iloka was said to have 
collapsed and died on Aug 
7 but people alleged that she 
was a victim of  domestic vi-
olence.

The team of  Pathologists 
were hired by both families 
and the state government to 
ascertain the true cause of  
Mrs Iloka’s death.

“So many unconfirmed 
reports were flying around as 
regards the cause of  her death, 

which led to suspension of  the 
husband, Mr Mbazulike Iloka 
as the Transition Commit-
tee Chairman of  the LGA,” 
Dr Afam Obidike, the state’s 
Commissioner for Health said 
at a meeting with a team of  
Pathologists and concerned 
parties at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University Teaching Hospital, 
Nnewi, where the body of  the 
deceased was deposited on 
Wednesday. Obidike said that 
Gov. Soludo was very serious 
about the outcome of  the au-
topsy, as he wanted a process 
that would be very transparent 
and the truth made open.

“Government is determined 
to know the cause of  her 
death. Therefore, the governor 
ordered the constitution of  the 
investigative panel.

“The panel comprised pro-
fessors and a team of  histo-
pathologists from within and 
outside the state for fairness 
and equity.”



ercy  Chinwo Mwedding looks 
w e r e  t h e 

epitome of  virtuousness. 
Let's go through them.

I f  there  i s  anyone 
whose expression exuded 
pure unbridled joy on her 
wedding day, its gospel 
artiste, Mercy Chinwo 
who got married to the love 
of  her life, Blessed. 

T h e  c o nv e r s a t i o n 
surrounding Mercy's outfit 
was how decency can still 
b e  m a i n t a i n e d  w h e n 
making your wedding 
gown. 

M a n y  N i g e r i a n 
churches have issues with 
women showing too much 
cleavage and skin, but 
Mercy was covered up and 
still very gorgeous. 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e 
introduction; 

For the introduction, 
Mercy kept it simple in a 
gold and white dress with 
structured sleeves. 

T h e n  t h e  c o u r t 
wedding 

Wearing a white gown 
with beads and a cape-like 
shoulder, Mercy looked 
gorgeous and happy even 
w h i l e  c o v e r e d  u p 
completely,  especial ly 
loved the white pumps and 
hat. 

T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l 
wedding 

Mercy  was  draped 
heavily but still gorgeous. 
Do we think the designer 
did too much? Yes, but 
Mercy's smile was enough 
for us to forget about the 
h u g e  f l o w e r  o n  h e r 
shoulder. 

A n d  t h e  c h u r c h 

wedding 
Oh, very few gowns are 

as beautiful as Mercy's. 
Perfectly sculptured by 

VeeKee James, Mercy's 
gown covered her up yet 
showed her  beauti ful 
shape, we also loved the 
cascading fabric by the 
side. It made it so different 
from the usual fish shape 
or Cinderella gown we 
were used to seeing. 

Mercy i s  a  gospel 
minister, and her outfits 
radiate the fragrance of  
Christ. She was full of  
s m i l e s  a n d  j o y  t h a t 
reminded us of  what it 
meant to be Christ's bride. 
F i n a l l y,  h e r  s i m p l e 
m a k e u p  a n d  s t y l i n g 
e x u d e d  b e a u t y , 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d 
fulfillment. 
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n v e s t i g a t i o n s  h a v e Iconsistently shown that in 
Igbo, there are a few unique 

communities that are enshrined 
in  cu l tu res,  cus toms  and 
traditions of  heredity over their 
monarchy.

These communities have 
been aged in the history of  
heredity with their royal stools 
endearing them honour and 
respect.

A social scientist of  renown 
has  de f ined  a  he red i ta r y 
monarchy as an age-long system 
of  sustaining a royal authority in 
a particular family and that the 
family owes it as a duty to select 
who reigns as 'Eze' of  their 
autonomous Community. 

In this case, the stool of  the 
monarch of  the autonomous 
community is traditionally 
domiciled in that royal family. A 
traditional ruler has described 
such communities as ''mother 
communities'' which have stuck 
to the cultures, customs and 
traditions surrounding their 
royal stools having the belief  in 
'Ahamaefula' which in English 
parlance entails '' life legacy”.

In perfecting the traditional 
processes in a hereditary system, 
both the royal stool and the 
Chief  custodian, the 'Eze' will be 
cocooned in the same tradition 
that created room for both his 
selection and reign. He reigns 
forever which is that the stool is 
customarily permanent.

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
independently carried out 
indicate that Emekuku,an 
ancient community in Owerri 
North Local Government Area, 
Imo state is suitable to be used as 
an historic instance of  a royal 
heredity. In order to achieve that, 
the attention of  not less than 35 
elders of  substance were drawn 
f r o m  w i t h i n  a n d  a c r o s s 
Emekuku and their voices of  
wisdom and reason counted.

Before delving into the 
analysis of  the narratives, key 
points were clear in respect of  
the advantages of  hereditary 
stools that are anchored on 
traditional processes of  which 
lie the divine factors of  peace, 
unity, security and progress.

The voices only differed in 

the use of  words but the facts 
were the same and appeared 
s a c r o s a n c t .  T h e y  w e r e 
dispassionate and only looked 
up to the cultures, customs and 
traditions of  Emekuku.

The royal stool in Emekuku 
is hereditary and domiciled in 
O b i  R o y a l  f a m i l y.  T h i s 
“Ezeship” has significantly 
existed for more than a century. 
Obi Ezeship Ajoku Abuba I, the 
Ezeukwu of  Emekuku passed 
on in 1923. He began to reign in 
1900. After his demise, the 
prestigious throne remained 
vacant for upwards of  ten years.

That vacuum did not give 
room for crisis or rancour or 
skirmishes neither did it pave 
way for political interferences. 
What a great community?

And so, in their wisdom 
armed with the traditional ethos, 
the principal members of  Obi 
royal family selected the first son 
of  the late Eze Ajoku Abuba in 
the person of  Kaligogo Amadi 
O b i  I I ,  t h e  E z e u k w u  o f  
Emekuku.

During the reign of  K.G 
Amadi Obi, health challenges 
formed a hiccup which led to his 
inability to respond to the 
invitation by the then East 
Central state government during 
the local Reforms. It was on that 
ground that he instructed his 
brothers, the direct sons of  Obi 
Ejeshi Ajoku Abuba, ( the 
principal members) to choose 
among themselves who will 
succeed him since he became 
incapacitated and could not 
function any more.

His siblings came together 
nominating one of  them named 
Prince Fidelis Ebelugwu Obi, 
but unfortunately, he declined 
citing   his incapability to be at 
the helm of  the popular throne 
and they went forth to nominate 
Prince Peter Ugochukwu Obi, 
presenting him to the Eze, KG 
Amadi Obi. The Eze expressed 
his enthusiasm as if  they were in 
his mind over the choce of  Peter 
Ugochukwu Obi. The presence 
of  God manifested in that 
traditional direction. The Eze 
gave a nod in exuberance to his 
choice and could not hide his joy 
by requesting for his palms for 

blessings. That was done in the 
midst of  his brothers (the 
principal members).He poured 
his spittle on the pair of  palms of  
Prince Peter Ugochukwu Obi 
signifying stamped blessings 
that would yield progress, 
prosperity, unity all for the good 
of  the community. He was not 
just blessing the new Eze as a 
person, but as well as blessing 
the throne, blessing the principal 
members, and the Community. 
The blessings were a way of  
empowering the new Eze with 
the traditional wisdom and 
strength for the throne. He was 
said to have capped Prince Peter 
Ugochukwu Obi with 'Okpu 
nwagoro' as his successor which 
is still in the old palace as 
archive. 

That was not enough as the 
tradition demanded. Thus, Peter 
Ugochukwu Obi was presented 
t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h o 
coronated him at the Emekuku 
Market Square (Nkwo Emeke) 
in 1981 though he had been 
presented with staff  of  office by 
the then government of  Imo 
State in 1979.

Records have it of  Emekuku 
that the direct sons of  Obi Ejeshi 
Ajoku Abuba who gathered to 
choose Prince Peter Ugochukwu 
Obi as the next Eze were Benson 
Udogwu Obi; Fedelis Ebolugwu 
Obi; Kamala Obi; Meja Obi; 
Peter Ugochukwu Obi; Steven 
Igboahunauba Ob; Lucius 
Uwandu Obi; Cyril Egomnini 
Obi; Christopher Nwaneri Obi; 
Agwamba Boniface Mmere Obi; 
P e t e r  I b e a w u c h i  O b i . 
Unfor tunate ly  th is  se t  of  
generation is gone and Eze Peter 
Ugochukwu Obi gloriously 
became the last to exit out of  the 
surviving sons of  Obi Ejeshi 
Ajoku Abuba 

The title of  Nze is well 
respected in Igbo land and 
Emekuku has her own 'Nze'  
who worked with Eze Peter 
Ugochukwu Obi and many of  
them still alive . They include 
Okenze Lawrence Ohiri Amadi 
( N o w  l a t e ) ;  N z e  B e n 
Ihenacho(acting capacity); Nze 
Vitalis Ugwuadu; the vice 
President of  Nze Oratta; Nze 
Edenobi; Nze Vincent Osuji; 

Nze Alex Onyewuchi; Nze 
Joseph Obi; Nze Edward Obi; 
Nze Mike Obi; Nze Reginald 
Obi; Nze Bruno Obi(Financial 
secretary,Nde Nze Oratta) Nze 
Lucian Ohale(Chairman Nde 
Nze Emekuku)Nze George Obi 
and the rest of  them. It is 
important to note that the 
Association of  'Nze Oratta' 
comprising Owerri North and 
West was wisely founded by the 
late Eze Peter Obi which has its 
headquarters in Emekuku. Their 
relevance is key and their 
traditional roles cannot be 
compromised in the kingdom.

T h e  L a t e  E z e  P e t e r 
Ugochukwu Obi did not derail 
from the track of  traditions of  
Emekuku which earned him a 
great honour of  the ''National 
Award of  Heritage Custodian 
Per  Excel lence ' '  f rom the 
National Museum. Eze peter 
Obi was not selected by the 
Town Union rather by the 
principal members of  the Obi 
royal family as the tradition 
demands while the supreme 
council  of  Oha Ezelukwu 
Emekuku received him and gave 
him their blessings before he was 

presented to the community.
In the community, the 

traditional ruling council has 
Ndi Nze, Nde Oha and members 
of  the C.G.C which the Eze was 
the Chairman. The tradition is 
that these groups would be 
inform before his presentation to 
the community.Ndi Oha and ndi 
Nze are traditionally important 
in Igbo culture since their roles 
are to see that the communities 
flow in  peace and justice. 

Now that the generation 
comprising the surviving sons of  
Obi  Ejeshi Ajoku Abuba is no 
more, the tradition of  Emekuku 
demands that the mantle falls on 
the direct grandsons of  Obi 
Ejeshi Ajoku Abuba to gather 
for the choice of  the successor to 
the throne. These surviving 
grandsons are the principal 
members of  Obi Royal family. 
They genuinely constitute the 
second generation of  the royal 
family. 

The questions are: Have 
they met? Have they played the 
required traditional role to save 
both the tradition and image of  
the great community? 
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‘Everyone’s obituary is inevitable’ (3)
Cont’d from last week

By Chuks Iloegbunam 

T
he priority is to remove 
Tinubu first. In future 
they will call the shot. 
This is what Peter Obi is 

all about. He has no plans for any 
Presidency. 

I can imagine that the ZION-
ISTS already have their IPOB/
UGM all over the places in La-
gos, in the Garrisons called Mar-
kets, under cover, masquerading 
as Igbo traders.”

Years before this ranting Ad-
edamola Adetayo, John Femi 
Kusa, who had been a script ed-
itor at The Guardian in Lagos, 
also showed his claws. In March 
2019, he published an article on 
the Internet with this sentence 
of  a title: Okota: The Igbo Ques-
tion, Jimi Agbaje, Afenifere And 
The Rest Of  Us. 

In it, he claimed that, “The 
major problem, in my opinion, is 
the Igbo penchant to wish to take 
over another person’s land…La-
gos was either a colony or a part 
of  Western Nigeria. 

But because of  the generosity 
of  Yorubas and the foresight of  
their forefathers which made this 
region the star region in West 
Africa, the Igbos would like the 
Yorubaman to believe that LA-
GOS IS NO MAN’S LAND. 
Can anyone say that of  Benin 
without eating his pounded yam 
as raw yam?”

Dear Sam, your Obi-tuary 
piece is as incendiary as the hate-
ful views of  Kusa and Adetayo. 
Kusa, now well into his 70s will 
not physically go feeding the 
Igbo raw yam.

 But all the vitriol you guys 
have been pushing against the 
Igbo is the stuff  that leads the M. 
C. Oluomos into mindless vio-
lence and murder and arson and 
brigandage. 

You pen pushers of  evil are the 
ones that egg on the rabble into 
wielding guns and cudgels and 
massacring innocent people for 
transient political offices. Is it 
right to promote this permittivity 
simply so that Tinubu will attain 
his wild goose chase of  the presi-
dential crown?

Kusa schooled at the Universi-
ty of  Nigeria, Nsukka, earning a 
degree in Mass Communication. 
All through his years in the Igbo 
country, not once was he molest-
ed or denied his citizenship on 
account of  his origin. 

Did his welcome at Nsukka 
lead him into believing that the 
town was a part of  the Yoruba 
country? 

According to Facebook, the 
acerbic Adetayo guy schooled at 
the Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
Awka, and earned a degree there 
without abuse, let or hindrance. 
Maybe it got fixed inside his brain 
that Awka is an extension of  La-

gos, or that Azikiwe after whom 
the institution was named was his 
progenitor.

If  there are Ndigbo who say 
that Lagos is a no man’s land, can 
one Igbo person be put up who 
simply seized a piece of  land in 
the metropolis and converted it to 
his use? 

If  Nigerians, including Tinu-
bu’s daughters, who have been 
buying up choice properties in 
New England, United States, can 
own houses in Europe, North 
America, the Middle East and 
elsewhere, why must it rankle 
that Ndigbo own property in La-
gos?

 Why must ownership of  land-
ed property in one’s own country 
lead to calumniation and physical 
harm? Is it not too steep a price to 
pay in order that Tinubu should 
become Nigeria’s president?

The Igbo were not responsible 
for the recent bloody massacre of  
congregants inside the St Francis 
Catholic Church in Owo, Ondo 
State. The Igbo are not among 
those sentenced to death by hang-
ing for the murder of  Afenifere 
leader Chief  Reuben Fasoranti’s 
daughter.

 The herdsmen marauding, 
pillaging and plundering Yoru-
ba land, looting, raping women, 
destroying farmlands and spread-
ing death and destruction are not 
Igbo. The Igbo man did not kill 
a soul. 

He did not contest the gover-
norship of  Lagos. He hasn’t ever 
claimed ownership of  Iga Idun-
garan. The Igbo always lived in 
peace with the Yoruba – until 
Tinubu surfaced with his divisive 
politics. Are the vociferous Igbo 
supporters of  Tinubu no longer 
of  the ethnic group because of  
their partisan predilection?

Sam, informed readers of  your 
articles are aware that your allu-
sions to classical Anglo-Saxon, 
Greek and Roman mythologies 
and literary divergences are no 
more than an egregious attempt 
at appropriating the intellectual 
centre circle.

 Otherwise, you would appre-
ciate the importance of  adding 
depth to your fulminations. Any 
owner of  a book of  quotable 
quotes or a glossary of  literary 
terms can fill their verbiage with 
citations. But that is no schol-
arship, my friend. Look at you: 
“Obi is like Zik, Kanu like Ojuk-
wu. One is a flair, the other a 
flare.” 

Yet, it doesn’t strike you as rea-
sonable to accord some of  Zik’s 
aptitude to Peter Obi, a man who 
earned an honours degree in Phi-
losophy from Nigeria’s premier 
indigenous university that was 
built by the great Zik of  Africa. 
And Ojukwu is no more than a 
flare. 

By impugning him with com-
bustibility, you forget that in Janu-
ary 1967, Ojukwu went to Aburi, 
Ghana, not with an incendiary 

device, but with the sole purpose 
of  putting out the smoldering fire 
that was threatening to become a 
national conflagration. You for-
get that it was not Ojukwu but 
those that reneged on the Aburi 
Accord that tossed a lit match in 
an ocean of  gasoline.

I agree with those that have in-
vested you with the coronet of  a 
seasoned journalist. Except that 
your coronation disdains the fact 
that your brand of  perceptive 
journalism is only seasonal.

That explains why it bothers 
you that “Obi hops from church 
to church,” but means absolute-
ly nothing to you that as Dele 
Sobowale reported in the Sunday 
Vanguard of  July 10, 2022 “…
Bola Tinubu has charged the Su-
preme Council for Sharia in the 

country to create a department of  
political affairs to create political 
awareness among the faithful to-
wards producing a Muslim Pres-
ident in 2023.” 

Neither do you care a hoot 
that, as Dr. Sobowale added in 
the same article “Tinubu has 
followed up that injunction to 
the Supreme Council for Sharia, 
by making secret pledges to ex-
pand the reach of  Sharia to more 
Southern States if  elected.”

Rather, you call Peter Obi a 
hypocrite. But Mr. Obi gave his 
date of  birth, the name of  his par-
ents, the town he hails from, the 
schools he attended and the busi-
nesses he is into. All were found 
to be correct. 

Not being at all interested in 
the truth, you threw Mr. Obi’s 

data out of  the window because 
you must be seen to be frantically 
propagating a character of  dis-
puted age, of  unknown pedigree, 
unascertained genealogy, unsub-
stantiated name, uncorroborated 
curriculum vitae, and unverified 
academic diplomas. 

You shout from the rooftops 
that Peter Obi is not fit to gov-
ern. But you posit as fit for the 
presidential palace a specimen 
of  incontinence, tremulous lower 
extremities, slurred speech, un-
steady gait and memory lapses. 
You cannot be serious, my friend.

Of  course, it is your entitlement 
to advertise even ordure if  that 
captures your fancy, but you may 
not carry on as though your read-
ers are imbecilic. By raising the 
Biafran bogey, your intention was 
clearly to create doubt and appre-
hension. 

But your gambit only registered 
a calamitous failure. Jonathan 
was President of  this country. It 
didn’t obliterate Niger Delta agi-
tation. Buhari is president of  this 
country; those of  his people cam-
paigning for the Islamic State ha-
ven’t thrust their swords in their 
scabbards. 

You have a fondness for exco-
riating Nnamdi Kanu. Excellent! 
Except that your seasonal flair 
for journalism has never prompt-
ed you into examining the Sun-
day Igboho phenomenon. You 
make yourself  a laughing stock 
by encapsulating in ethnic stric-
tures the pan-Nigerian Peter Obi 
Movement that is youth led. 

You reckon not one bit that the 
youths are sick and tired of  the 
sanguinary dreariness and arid-
ity of  your principal’s vanishing 
epoch.

Nonetheless, you cannot con-
test the truism that, in the last 
analysis, everything goes and 
turns round. All metals are bound 
for the anvil. 

We are here today – those, like 
Peter Obi and his equally compe-
tent and credible running mate, 
Yusuf  Datti Baba-Ahmed, that 
wish to place a new heart in the 
Nigerian nation; and others like 
your principal and his paid bat-
talions of  blinkered acolytes that, 
as Pa Ayo Adebanjo finely put it, 
are only interested in continuing 
and escalating the rot they inflict-
ed on hapless Nigerians in 2015.

Whatever tomorrow brings, 
you must continue to ruminate 
over the legacy you will leave for 
coming generations.

Every one of  us will have their 
entrance and their exit, it being a 
settled fact that obituary’s certi-
tude rings true for all comers, not 
just for Peter Obi as you wantonly 
asserted.

• Chuks Iloegbunam is the author 
of the upcoming book on Mr. Peter 
Obi entitled The Promise of a New
Era.

You reckon not one bit that the youths 
are sick and tired of the sanguinary 

dreariness and aridity of your principal’s 
vanishing epoch.Nonetheless, you cannot

 contest the truism that, in the last 
analysis, everything goes and turns round.

 All metals are bound for the anvil. 
We are here today - those, like Peter Obi 
and his equally competent and credible

 running mate, Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed, 
that wish to place a new heart in the 
Nigerian nation; and others like your 
principal and his paid battalions of

 blinkered acolytes that, as 
Pa Ayo Adebanjo

 finely put it, are only interested in
continuing and escalating the rot they
 inflicted on hapless Nigerians in 2015.
Whatever tomorrow brings, you must
 continue to ruminate over the legacy 
you will leave for coming generations CONCLUDED

“

Peter Obi



uesday's meeting between Tthe leadership of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  

Universities (ASUU) and the 
Federal Government has again 
ended without an agreement.

This means the six-month 
old strike by public university 
lecturers is set to continue.

The striking lecturers had 
met with the Professor Nimi 
Briggs Committee on Tuesday at 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y 
Commission in Abuja with high 
hopes of  resolving the impasse.

The Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities has said it rejected 
the Federal Government's offer 
because it is “miserable”. 

ASUU President,  Prof. 
Emmanuel Osodeke, said this in a 
statement on Thursday. The 
statement was titled, 'Why ASUU 
rejects government's award of  
salary'. 

Osodeke asked the Federal 
G ove r n m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Ministry of  Education, to return 
to the New Draft Agreement of  
t h e  2 0 0 9  F G N / A S U U 
Renegotiation Committee whose 
work spanned a total of  five and 
half  years as a demonstration of  
good faith.  The statement read, 
“The major reason given by the 
Federal Government for the 
miserly offer, paucity of  revenue, 
is not tenable. This is because of  
several reasons chief  of  which is 
p o o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
economy. This has given rise to 
leakages in the revenue of  
governments at all levels. 

“There is wasteful spending, 
misappropriation of  funds, and 
outright stealing of  our collective 
patrimony. ASUU believes that if  

the leakages in the management 
of  the country's resources are 
stopped, there will be more than 
enough to meet the nation's 
revenue and expenditure targets 
without borrowing and plunging 
the country into a debt crisis as is 
the case now.” 

Osodeke in the statement 
explained that the government 
imposed the ongoing strike action 
on  ASUU,  say ing  FG had 
encouraged it to linger because of  
its provocative indifference.

It read, “The Munzali Jibril-
led renegotiation committee 
s u b m i t t e d  t h e  f i r s t  D r a f t 
Agreement in May 2021 but the 
government's official response did 
not come until about one year 
later! Again, Award presented by 
the Nimi Briggs-led Team came 
across in a manner of  take-it-or-
leave-it on a sheet of  paper. No 
serious country in the world treats 
their scholars this way.” 

I t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e 
government's surreptitious move 
to set aside the principle of  
collective bargaining, which was 
globally in practice, had the 
potential of  damaging lecturers' 
p s y c h e  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g 
commitment to the university 
system. 

According to ASUU, this is, 
no doubt, injurious to Nigeria's 
aspiration to become an active 
player in the global knowledge 
industry. 

“Rejecting a salary package 
arrived at through collective 
bargaining is a repudiation of  
government's pronouncements 
on reversing “brain drain”. It is 
common knowledge that, more 
now than in the 1980s and 1990s, 

Nigerian scholars, especially in 
scarce areas like science and 
medicine, are migrating in droves 
to Europe, America and many 
parts of  Africa such as South 
Africa, Rwanda, and Ghana with 
supportive environment to ply 
their trades as well as competitive 
reward systems for intellectual 
e f for ts.  Does the Niger ian 
government care about what 
becomes of  public universities in 
another five or ten years if  this 
trend continues?” 

Also, it stated that the New 
Draft Agreement had other major 
recommendations for the funding 
of  major components of  the 
renegotiated 2009 FGN/ ASUU 
Agreement, saying “one of  such 
recommendations is the tax on 
cellphone and communication 
lines. Ironically, the Federal 
Ministry of  Finance, Budget, and 
National Planning recently 
announced its  readiness to 
i m p l e m e n t  A S U U ' s 
recommendation, as a revenue 
source, but not for education, 
without acknowledging the 
Union!” 

The statement stressed that at 
the  commencement  of  the 
renegotiation of  the 2009 FGN/ 
ASUU Agreement on 16th March 
2 0 1 7 ,  b o t h  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government and ASUU teams 
agreed to be guided by the 
following principles as their terms 
of  reference: “Reversal of  the 
decay in the Nigerian University 
System, in order to reposition it 
for its responsibilities in national 
development; Reversal of  the 
b r a i n  d r a i n ,  n o t  o n l y  b y 
enhancing the remuneration of  
academic staff  but also by 

disengaging them from the 
encumbrance of  a unified civil 
s e r v i c e  w a g e  s t r u c t u r e ; 
R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  N i g e r i a n 
Universities, through immediate, 
massive and sustained financial 
intervention; and Ensuring 
genuine university autonomy and 
academic freedom.” 

Meanwhile, The Minister of  
Education, Adamu Adamu, on 
T h u r s d a y,  s a i d  i t  i s  t h e 
responsibility of  the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities to 
compensate students for the time 
wasted during the six-month 
s t r i k e ,  n o t  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government.

He also said the government 
will not concede to the union's 
demand to pay lecturers their 
emoluments for the six months of  
no academic activities.

Adamu suggested that the 
affected students should “take 
ASUU to  cour t”  to  c la im 
damages incurred over the strike 
period.

The Education minister said 
this at the 47th Session of  the 
State House Ministerial Briefing 
organised by the Presidential 
Communications Team at the 
Aso Rock Villa, Abuja.

According to him, the federal 
government bears no liability to 
compensate millions of  students 
grounded for six months over lost 
time.

He also said if  the students 
a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  g e t 
compensated, they should take 
ASUU to court.

In the face of  lingering 
industrial action by the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
( A S U U ) ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

Education, Adamu Adamu, has 
denied getting a directive from 
President Muhammadu Buhari to 
resolve the protracted strike in 
two weeks.

D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k l y 
Ministerial Briefing on Thursday 
in Abuja, the minister told State 
House Correspondents that the 
President instead told him to 
resolve the issues within the 
shortest possible time, contrary to 
what the Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Chris Ngige, told 
the media.

He insisted that he will not 
succumb to ASUU's demand for 
their members to be paid the 
backlog of  salaries withheld 
within the period of  six months 
that they were on strike, noting 
that it is the penalty for their 
action.

The minister also disclosed 
that five of  the university-based 
unions will likely call off  their 
strike within the next one week 
while that of  ASUU remains 
uncertain.

Adamu argued that in spite 
of  the N2.5 trillion expended on 
education by President Buhari's 
administration through the 
Te r t i a r y  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d 
(TETFUND) as well as Universal 
B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  ( U B E C ) , 
surpassing the N1.2 trillion 
demanded by ASUU, lecturers 
have maintained their position to 
embark on a needless strike.

However, he, noted that 
ASUU had begun consultations 
with their members to determine 
whether to call off  their strike as 
well.

The minister also faulted 
figures by UNICEF as well as the 
Ministry of  Humanitarian Affairs 
pegging the number of  out-of-
school children at 10.5 million.

According to him, that figure 
has since 2020 declined to 6.9 
million.

Th i s  i s  a s  he  sa id  the 
government has further recorded 
impressive enrollment in the last 
year, particularly in frontline 
states such as Kano, Kaduna, 
S o k o t o ,  G o m b e,  B a u c h i , 
Adamawa, Taraba, Rivers, and 
Ebonyi states.

The minister equally added 
that the attitude of  Northern 
governors depicts that they are 
trying to destroy the primary 
school education system, except 
for a few, no governor can boast of  
a sound primary education in 
their states. According to him, 
lack of  cooperation from states 
has  cr ippled his  abi l i ty  to 
intervene as minister to help states 
rescue primary schools as it will 
a m o u n t  t o  n o t h i n g  i f  t h e 
foundation of  the education 
system is already rotten.
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ASUU Strike: Hope fades for university students
as ASUU-FG trade blame, strike to continue
…ASUU must compensate students for wasted time – FG
….FG's offer miserable says ASUU 

Are you talking to me?

Adamu

Osodoke

Ngige

Can you hear him? E no concern me...



hat there is a correlation Tbetween disobedience to 
court order and anarchy 

seems to be a fact yet to be 
appreciated by most Nigerians. 
This probably informs the choice 
of  topic by the recent NBA-
SPIDEL organizing committee 
w h e n  i t  c o u c h e d  t h e 
conversation as “Disobedience 
to court orders and the slide to 
s t a t e  o f  a n a r c h y ” .  T h i s 
presupposes the probability of  a 
slide to anarchy should court 
o r d e r s  b e  c o n t i n u o u s l y 
disobeyed. I was privileged to be 
the lead speaker and I had to 
recalibrate the title of  my 
presentation as above. This is 
simply based on my conviction 
that it is not when a country is in 
a state of  war that there is 
anarchy. The Yoruba's will say, 
'Ogede nbaje, eni o n pon' (a 
banana piece is getting rotten 
you claim its getting ripe). Why 
are we camouflaging the reality 
in a different garb, just to satisfy 
the demand of  courtesy? Aptly 
captured in the Yoruba proverb, 
'Nitori kini a se pon jebe ni akisa?'

I think we are at a point in 
the history of  Nigeria that we 
have to call a spade a spade. Let 
us speak truth to power. As 
remarked by John Stuart Mill, 
“All it takes for a nation to decay 
is for the good people there to 
keep quiet and do nothing”.

Today, with the multifarious 
criminal vices existing in the 
country, it is difficult not to 
conclude that the country is in a 
state of  anomie. If  fact, as soon 
as the rule of  law, which I shall 
discuss later, is displaced, chaos 
sets in. That the rule of  law has 
taken flight from Nigeria is an 
understatement. This is the sorry 
state of  our nation today. It is no 
news that as the country is 
b a t t l i n g  t e r r o r i s m ,  i t  i s 
c o n f r o n t i n g  b a n d i t r y ; 
insurrection still has a free rein, 
while kidnapping is becoming a 
way of  life. What can we say 
about the entrenched practice of  
obtaining by false pretence 
prevailing among our youth, 
particularly in the South today? 
The list is definitely endless. As 
hinted above, up till date, a lot of  
us are still unable to link the 
consequence of  the disobedience 
t o  c o u r t  o r d e r  w i t h  t h i s 
disorderliness.

Disobedience to court order 
which is  now becoming a 
permanent feature of  our society, 
is a call for concern. For those 
ignorant of  the connotation of  
disobedience to court order, it 
simply implies situations in 
which binding orders rendered 

by a competent court of  law are 
ignored or neglected by a party to 
a litigation who is meant to obey 
the order through action or 
inaction. By way of  background, 
it will be recalled that the courts 
are products of  the social pact 
reached after the displacement 
of  the state of  nature. Under the 
state of  nature as described by

Thomas Hobbes, life was 
generally shor t,  nasty and 
brutish due to the fact that the 
society operated on the principle 
of  the survival of  the fittest. Due 
to the social pact, however, 
absolute rights of  the members 
of  the society were abridged by 
way of  donation of  some of  the 
rights into a pool exercisable by 
the state. This is what gave birth 
to what, in contemporary times, 
is known as government. There 
a r e  s e v e r a l  v a r i a n t s  o f  
government universally but one 
o f  t h e  c o m m o n e s t  i s 
'democracy ' ,  descr ibed by 
A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n  a s  t h e 
government of  the people, by the 
people, for the people. This form 
of  government thrives on the rule 
of  law, an offspring of  the 
principle of  separation of  
powers.  The la t ter  means 
division of  powers among the 
different arms of  government in 
a manner that each serves as a 
check on another. Rule of  law, on 
the  o ther  hand,  connotes 
adherence to the rules and 
regulations as set by society. In 
general parlance, it means that 
no one must be subjected to any 
form of  punishment for an 
offence not specified by law.

It also implies that all 

citizens, regardless of  status in 
s o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
government, must be tried in the 
same courts established by the 
law of  the land and, thirdly, that 
nobody is above the law of  the 
land, including the constituted 
authority. The import of  all the 
above is that the courts are 
products of  the law. The law 
established the courts. In fact, in 
Nigeria, the grundnorm, which 
is the Constitution of  the country 
established the courts. It is 
common knowledge that in 
Nigeria, by virtue of  Section 
6(6)b of  the Constitution of  
Nigeria, 1999 (as altered), 
judicial powers “shall extend to 
all matters between persons, or 
b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  o r 
authority and to any person in 
Nigeria, and to all actions and 
proceedings relating thereto, for 
the  determinat ion of  any 
question as to the civil rights and 
obligations”. The import of  this 
is that all persons and authorities 
are subject to the judicial powers 
exercisable by the courts. There 
is no exception in this regard.

Thus, all persons in the 
country are subject to the binding 
authority of  the courts which 
implies that when decisions are 
rendered by the courts, all parties 
must comply regardless of  their 
perception of  the decision of  the 
court. Regrettably, today, we are 
addressing this aberration of  
disobedience of  court order, not 
only because it is now rampant, 
but due to the multiplier effects 
on the nation. The ultimate 
implication of  the neglect of  
court orders is the triggering of  

loss of  confidence in the judicial 
institution. When the people lose 
confidence in the judiciary, self-
help creeps in. The net effect is 
that people adopt whichever way 
that is convenient and efficient to 
them to remedy the wrong done 
to them. So, it is not accidental 
that all the vices alluded to above 
are thriving in the nation, since 
the people already conclude that 
they cannot get justice in our 
courts. By way of  extreme 
narrative, if  a set of  people with 
certain ideological conviction 
feels that they can agitate same in 
a court of  law and obtain justice, 
the likelihood of  their taking up 
arms becomes remote.

I f ,  h owe ve r,  t h e y  a r e 
convinced that justice cannot be 
obtained in the courts, the 
tendency is to find their own 
ingenious way of  making their 
point. This accounts for the 
emerging scenario we are 
witnessing in Nigeria today. Just 
before I am crucified that the 
courts are still functioning and 
rendering decisions, let me 
promptly correct the impression 
o f  t h e  i n a p t  e q u a t i o n  o f  
judgment with justice. Justice 
occurs upon the realization of  
the fruits of  judgments, which 
hardly obtains these days. Hence, 
judgments, by way of  decisions, 
continue to be rendered by the 
c o u r t s  b u t  t h e  a g g r i eve d 
victorious parties are not getting 
justice.

What is the essence of  
judgment that is unrealizable? 
Call it pyrrhic victory. Thus, 
a g g r i e v e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e 
circumstances are constrained 

and motivated to venture into the 
remedial vices they consider 
potent to them. Again, vices soar 
in the country because the courts 
are seen to be weak and their 
judgments unenforceable. That 
this stultifies the growth of  a 
nation is a no-brainer. No society 
progresses or develops in a state 
of  anarchy, which disobedience 
to court orders spells. The further 
implication is that no serious 
investor, except crooks, would 
stay or invest in such a country 
where there is disobedience to 
court orders. The immediate 
effect of  this is lack of  job 
creation, which raises the 
unemployment rate. Today, 
unemployment looms around 
50% in the country.

Even companies within the 
country are relocating as the 
legal system is no longer reliable. 
It should, therefore, not be any 
wonder if  there is dearth of  
foreign currency in the nation, 
w i t h  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t i a l 
devaluation of  our currency. 
Direct foreign investment is on a 
fast decline. Disobedience to 
c o u r t  o r d e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  a 
consecration of  the rule of  law, 
continues to enliven insecurity. 
As Professor Finnis puts it, rule 
of  law obtains only as “a state of  
affairs in which a legal system is 
legally in good shape”. A most 
recent example is the unilateral 
and arbitrary declaration by the 
Federal Government, acting 
through Bureau of  Public 
Enterprises (BPE), dissolving 
board of  directors of  four 
e l e c t r i c i t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n 
companies, namely, Ibadan, 
Kaduna, Port Harcourt and 
Benin Discos, and appointing 
persons who are neither investors 
n o r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e 
companies to sit on their boards.

The case of  the Benin 
E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n 
Company (BEDC) has stuck out 
like a sore thumb as parties 
involved in this case have been at 
war. I understand that a suit was 
pending between BEDC and its 
largest shareholder, Vigeo Power 
Limited and Fidelity Bank Plc, in 
Lagos in which parties had a 
claim and a counter-claim, 
respectively. While the case was 
pending before the Federal High 
Court in Lagos before His 
Lordship,  the Honourable 
Ju s t i c e  B o g o r o,  t h e  B P E 
unilaterally announced the 
dissolution of  the boards of  the 
Discos, BEDC inclusive. This is 
contempt of  the proceedings 
pending in Lagos in the first 
place. It means the government 
does not care whatever is 
happening in any court.
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Disobedience to court orders and
anarchy in Nigeria (1)

No society progresses or develops in a 
state of  anarchy, which disobedience to 

court orders spells. The further implication 
is that no serious investor, except crooks, 

would stay or invest in such a country 
where there is disobedience to court orders. 
The immediate effect of  this is lack of  job 
creation, which raises the unemployment 
rate. Today, unemployment looms around 

50% in the country.

“

By Muiz Banire 
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T
he Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo, Bayelsa State 
Chapter, has an-

nounced the expulsion of  
three members from the 
community for allegedly 
conferring a chieftaincy ti-
tle, ‘Enyi Ndigbo’, on the 
state Commissioner for 
Education, Hon. Gentle 
Emelah.

Those expelled are the 
Special Assistant on Spe-
cial Duties to Governor 
Douye Diri, Chinedu Ar-
thur-Ugwa, Remigius Ek-
wem and Patrick Ugwu.

The group also declared 
the chieftaincy title award-
ed to Hon. Emelah as a 
nullity and should not be 
recognized because the 
conferment violated the 
process outlined in the 
Igbo community’s consti-
tution.

President of  the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo in 
Bayelsa State and Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
on Non-Indigenes, John-
son Onuma, who an-
nounced the sanctions in 
Yenagoa said the decisions 
were taken at their stake-
holders’ meeting on July 
14.

According to him, 
the meeting “resolved 
that Chief  Chinedu Ar-
thur-Ugwa, Chief  Remi-
gius Ekwem, Mr Patrick 
Emeka Ugwu and others 
have been totally excom-
municated from Igbo com-
munity activities in the 
state.”

Onuma, who stated this 
after a general meeting of  
the Igbo group on Sunday, 
said the education com-
missioner had duly com-
municated the resolutions 
and advised him to disre-
gard the chieftaincy title 
he received from expelled 
members as it did not fol-
low due process.

He said that the general 
meeting, in a communique 
signed by 28 Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo leaders, affirmed 
the stakeholders’ resolu-
tions, stressing that the 
Igbo community in Bayel-
sa was not in crisis and 
there is only one legitimate 
leadership.

Onuma, while reading 
the communique, said, 
“The Title (Enyi Ndigbo) 
and award given to Hon. 
Dr Gentle Emelah is null 
and void, and therefore, he 
should not cavalcade the 
said Title and Award by 
the above-named imper-
sonators as Ndigbo is do-
ing everything within the 
ambit of  the law to bring 
them to order.

“That, Chief  Chinedu 
Arthur-Ugwa, Chief  Rem-
igius Ekwem and other 
disgruntled eIements are 
not representing Ndigbo in 
the State and that anybody 
who falls in love with their 
relationship and wishes 
to do business with them, 
should do it on a person-
al ground and not in the 
name of  Ohanaeze Ndig-
bo Bayelsa State.

“That anybody who 
does business with them 
in the name of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Bayelsa state will 
be considered as an en-
emy of  the community 
and one who is fueling cri-
ses in Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Bayelsa State, hence the 
community will contend 
with the said individual 
or group of  individuals. 
That Ohanaeze Ndigbo in 
Bayelsa State is not in cri-
ses.”

The Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
leader thanked Governor 
Diri-led administration for 
responding quickly to se-
curity problems affecting 
the Igbo community and 
expressed support for the 
government’s effort to en-
sure peaceful co-existence 
across the state.

In his reaction, the af-
fected governor’s aide, 
Arthur-Ugwa, described 

Crisis rocks Ohanaeze factions in Bayelsa 

Cross section of Imo State Justice of Peace (JP)  recipients  at Orlu Road Magistrate Court yesterday (17/08/2022).

his expulsion as “fake and 
rubbish”, saying it was a 
witch-hunt.

The factional leaders 
of  the apex Igbo Group 
in Bayelsa, the Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, has suspended the 
Special Adviser to Gover-
nor Douye Diri of  Bayelsa 
State on Non-Indigenes 
Affairs, Mr Onuma John-
son, and two other leaders 
of  the group for what they 
described as anti-Igbo ac-
tivities.

According to a factional 

leader of  Ohanaeze, Bayel-
sa State chapter, Chief  
Remigius Ekwem, said the 
suspension of  the trio from 
the activities of  the group 
was part of  the decision by 
stakeholders and leaders to 
ensure that the interests of  
Igbos in Bayelsa State are 
well protected.

Speaking on Wednesday, 
in Yenagoa, Ekwem main-
tained that there is only 
one recognized Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo in Bayelsa State 
and the eight local govern-

ment branches.
He listed other suspend-

ed leaders of  the group to 
include Chief  Ernest Uzo-
efunam (Chairman Igwe 
in Council), and Chief  
Wilfred Iyeanagoro (state 
patron).

He alleged that the 
suspended leaders took 
sides in the crisis rocking 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide in the state instead of  
making peace.

But, reacting to his sus-
pension, the President of  

the Ohanaeze Ndigbo in 
Bayelsa State and Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
on Non-Indigenes, John-
son Onuma, said execu-
tive members of  the body 
lacked the power to sus-
pend a fellow executive 
member.

“It is the general assem-
bly who voted the people 
into leadership position 
that can suspend after fol-
lowing the constitutional 
process,” he said.

FG disburses N471.9bn World Bank 
grant to states

F
ederal Government 
has disbursed N471.9 
billion as grant to States 

under the $1.5 billion World 
Bank-Assisted States Fiscal 
Transparency Accountability 
and Sustainability (SFTAS) 
Programme for the results 
achieved following various 
annual assessments carried 
out by the Independent Ver-
ification Agents.

The Minister of  Finance, 

Budget and National Plan-
ning, Dr Zainab Ahmed, 
who disclosed this in Abuja 
during the launch of  States 
Charter to sustain Fiscal 
Transparency, Accountabil-
ity and Sustainability Re-
forms (SFTAS), described 
the initiative as a milestone 
in the implementation and 
sustenance of  reforms in 
Public Finance Management 
in Nigeria.

The Minister who not-
ed that the implementation 
of  fiscal transparency and 
accountability reforms in 
the conduct of  government 
business became necessary, 
commended the State Gov-
ernments for the demonstra-
ble high level of  ownership, 
active peer learning and peer 
competition which culmi-
nated in very strong perfor-
mance by most States in all 
the Key Results Areas of  the 
SFTAS Programme which 
include increasing fiscal 
transparency and accounta-
bility; strengthening domes-
tic revenue mobilisation; in-
creasing efficiency in public 
expenditure and strengthen-
ing debt transparency and 
sustainability. 

Indeed, the very high lev-
el of  political visibility and 
implementation structures 
created across the 36 states 
contributed largely to the 
successful implementation 
of  the Programme over the 
period 2018 to 2022.

“As we gather this after-
noon for the launch of  the 
Charter, we are pleased to 
note that the Programme has 
achieved its objectives and 
made the following impactful 
deliverables: instilled a com-
mon set of  fiscal behaviour 
and standards and facilitated 
the widespread adoption of  
good practices in fiscal and 

public financial manage-
ment across the States while 
respecting their fiscal auton-
omy through preparation 
of  Citizen -based Budgets, 
timely preparation and publi-
cation of  Annual Budget and 
Audited Financial Statement 
as well as adoption of  Na-
tional Charts of  Account.

“To date, 28 States have 
passed their Audit Law in 
line with internationally ac-
ceptable standards and all 
the 36 States have passed 
their 2020 Audited Financial 
Statements before 31 July, 
2021.

“Also, 32 States prepared 
and published Local Gov-
ernments’ Audited Finan-
cial Statements (AFSS) 
for FY2018, FY2019 and 
FY2020 including all allo-
cations and actual receipts 
of  State-Local Government 
Joint Account Allocation 
Committee (SLJAAC) trans-
fers for each LG.

“It has strengthened fiscal 
transparency by improving 
overall budget transparency 
and accountability to help 
build trust in government, 
enhance the monitoring 
of  fiscal risks and improve 
accountability in public re-
source management. All the 
36 States prepared Year 2022 
budget in line with the Na-
tional Charts of  Account.”

…Yet states can’t pay salaries

Governors blast AGF Malami over $418m Paris Club Refund

T
he 36 State governors 
of  the Federation have 
described comments 

credited to Attorney General 
of  the Federation and Min-
ister of  Justice, Abubakar 
Malami, that they have no 
basis to reject the proposed 
deductions of  $418 million 
from the Paris Club Refund 
as self-serving and fraudu-
lent.

Chairman of  the Nigerian 
Governors’ Forum (NGF) 
and Ekiti State governor, 
Kayode Fayemi, disclosed 
this on Wednesday after a 
meeting of  the Forum at the 
Presidential Villa in Abuja.

Reading the communique 
after the governors’ meeting, 

Fayemi vowed that governors 
will pursue the matter to the 
highest court of  the land.

According to him, Malami 
was acting in personal and 
selfish interest that will ulti-
mately become clear when 
the matter is fully addressed 
in the law court.

He said, “Governors exten-
sively reviewed the purport-
ed attempts by the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
and the Minister of  Finance, 
to circumvent the law and a 
recent judgment of  the Su-
preme Court to secure the 
approval of  the federal legis-
lative council to effect illegal 
payment of  a sum of  $418 
million to contractors who 

allegedly executed consultan-
cy in respect to the Paris Club 
refund, to state and local gov-
ernments.

“The forum set up a com-
mittee comprising the chair-
man, the governor of  Ekiti 
state, the vice chairman, the 
governor of  Ondo State, the 
governor of  Plateau State, 
the governor of  Nasarawa 
state, and the governor of  Eb-
onyi State to interface with 
the committee set up by Mr. 
President to review the mat-
ter.

“But the position of  the 
Governors’ Forum is clear 
and unequivocal. Although 
this matter is subjudice and 
we are very reluctant to get 
in the way of  a matter that is 
still being pursued in court.”

... Says action is fraudulent and self-serving
“We’re constrained by the 

manner in which the honor-
able attorney has been going 
around various media hous-
es and purporting to create 
the impression that this is a 
liability to which governors 
had committed themselves 
agreed to, even though he is 
very much aware that that’s 
not the case.

“And we reject all of  the 
claims that he has made on 
this issue. And we also insist 
that state will not give up on 
insisting that these purported 
claims are fraudulent and will 
not stand as far as governors 
are concerned and we would 
take every constitutional and 
legal means to ensure that 
these purported consultancy 
are fully litigated upon by the 
highest court in the land”
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By Ikenna Orioha

I
n order to reduce poverty, 
suffering, economic pau-
city and vulnerability in 

Owerri Federal Constituency 
occasioned by poor leader-
ship, the APC candidate for 
Owerri Federal Constituen-
cy in the House of  Repre-
sentatives in 2023, Chijioke 
Williams (CDB Williams), 
has vowed to tackle unem-
ployment, poor infrastruc-
ture including environmental 
degradation or health issues 
challenging the people ad-
versely if  he is given the man-
date.

He gave the assurance 
when he spoke with journal-
ists in Owerri on Wednesday. 
He said he has the leadership 
and political experience, acu-
men, capacity and will pow-
er to advance good living for 
the people of  Owerri Federal 
Constituency if  he goes to 

APC candidate for Owerri Fed Constituency vows
to tackle environmental issues, poor infrastructure

the House of  Representa-
tives in 2023, saying when 
the people have good road, 
good market environments, 
working electricity, accessibly 
quality healthcare delivery, 
healthy environment, feed 
well, have social comfort, 
they will always be happy 
and cordially bond with one 
another to move forward.

Chijioke noted that his 
motivation to represent the 
people of  Owerri Federal 
Constituency in the Nation-
al Assembly “is the spirit to 
serve my people. It is a gen-
uine one in the sense that I 
have been involved in com-
munity development in Ow-
erri Federal Constituency. 

I have been involved in all 
the socio-cultural develop-
ments in the area. I was the 
foundation member of  Doz-
ie- Mezie Owerri Solidari-
ty Club; I belong to the age 
grade. I have been in Eze’s 

Imo Coalition For Justice and Peace on a solidarity match for the good governance 
of Gov.  Hope Uzodimma on Thursday.

Council, I have been in social 
fabrics of  our people and I 
served as the first Mayor of  
Owerri before I was made the 
Supervisory Councillor for 
Health in the entire Owerri 
LGA which is now Owerri 
Federal Constituency. 

So, I know the nooks and 
crannies and the needs of  our 
people. I know the problems 
of  our youths as regards un-
employment, I know what 
our elders suffer too because 
I’m fully involved in seeking 
for the collective good of  Ow-
erri enclave and we shall get 
it”.

He added that when he 
was in the council he “made 
sure that the problems of  our 
people reduced because our 
people in the municipal area 
which is my constituency at 
that time have been deprived 
of  many things.

The problems of  urban-
ization and the making of  

Owerri as state capital denied 
our people a lot of  things. We 
do not have farms any more. 
We cannot go to farm and get 
things; our women cannot go 
to farm because these farm 
lands have been converted to 
housing estates and roads. 

So, I made a Bye- Law in 
the municipal to exempt our 
people from paying property 
rent in the municipal area - it 
is a way of  reducing the pres-
sure for my people”.

Affirming that if  elected 
he would do everything hu-
manly possible to meet the 
needs of  the people of  Ow-
erri Federal Constituency, 
the APC candidate reiterated 
that he demonstrated good 
leadership when he was the 

Chairman of  Owerri Munic-
ipal Council, saying he will 
reciprocate such in the entire 
Owerri Federal Constituency 
because he already knows the 
problems of  the people.

Also, he promised to pro-
vide employment for youths, 
empower women on trade 
and other meaningful ac-
tivities to enable them to be 
economically independent, 
as well as arrest poor hygiene. 
“How many health centers 
do we have? Are they func-
tioning?

A situation where some-
body from Owerri Federal 
Constituency cannot on his 
or her own treat malaria is 
bad. It is bad that our people 
cannot afford a single drugs 

under N500 or N1,000 to 
cure malaria.

So, when you get the health 
centers functioning with 
all the drugs available and 
proper healthcare delivery 
is in place the better for our 
people. On environmental 
health issues, refuse disposal 
will be looked at critically be-
cause good health promotes 
wealth. 

My message to Owerri peo-
ple is let them vote individu-
als who can deliver, not party. 
I got the experience, capacity 
and the will power to do the 
work effectively and fairly too 
with a view to bringing devel-
opment joy and social securi-
ty to the area.”

Emirates suspends all flights 
from Nigeria September 1

T
here are indications 
that the failure of  
Emirates Airlines to 

repatriate its trapped ticket 
sales fund in Nigeria back 
to its home country in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) may have led to the 
carrier’s decision to stop 
all flights in and out of  the 
country.

The airline in a statement 
on Thursday morning said 
that it would suspend 
flights from Nigeria effec-
tive September 1, 2022.

At least, $600 million of  
over 20 foreign airlines has 
been blocked in Nigeria 
since the beginning of  the 
year.

Emirates had about two 
weeks ago said that out of  
these funds, it had about 
$85 million in Nigeria.

The airline had on Mon-
day cut its 11 weekly fre-
quencies into Lagos Air-

port to just seven.
A statement by the media 

consultant to the airline in 
Nigeria alleged that all ef-
forts to repatriate the funds 
had proved abortive and it 
was compelled to take the 
decision of  suspending all 
flights into the country.

The airline’s statement on 
Thursday said: ”Emirates 
has tried every avenue to 
address our ongoing chal-
lenges in repatriating funds 
from Nigeria, and we have 
made considerable efforts 
to initiate dialogue with 
the relevant authorities for 
their urgent intervention to 
help find a viable solution.

”Regrettably, there has 
been no progress. There-
fore, Emirates has taken 
the difficult decision to sus-
pend all flights to and from 
Nigeria, effective Septem-
ber 1 2022, to limit further 
losses and impact on our 

operational costs that con-
tinue to accumulate in the 
market.

”We sincerely regret the 
inconvenience caused to 
our customers, however 
the circumstances are be-
yond our control at this 
stage. We will be working 
to help impacted custom-
ers make alternative travel 
arrangements wherever 
possible.

”Should there be any 
positive developments in 
the coming days regarding 
Emirates’ blocked funds in 
Nigeria, we will of  course 
re-evaluate our decision. 
We remain keen to serve 
Nigeria, and our opera-
tions provide much needed 
connectivity for Nigerian 
travellers, providing access 
to trade and tourism op-
portunities to Dubai and 
to our broader network of  
over 130 destinations.”

FRSC official allegedly stabs 
driver to death in Abia

A 
yet to be identified 
official of  the Fed-
eral Road Safety 

Corps, FRSC, has alleged-
ly stabbed a commercial 
bus driver to death in Isiala 
Ngwa Local Government 
Area of  Abia State.

It was gathered that the 
incident happened at Umui-
kaa junction, along the Port 
Harcourt – Aba – Enugu 
Expressway on Tuesday, Au-
gust 16.

Eyewitnesses disclosed 
that a disagreement had en-
sued between two FRSC 
officials and the bus driver, 
which led to a fight. In the 
confusion, one of  the FRSC 
allegedly stabbed the driver 
on his back.

The FRSC officials took 
the driver to the Ronald Hos-
pital, Mkpuka, where he was 
confirmed dead by doctors.

“The FRSC people 
stopped the bus driver. And 
the man parked his bus with 
the inscription; Jesus is the 
rock, with passengers by the 
roadside. There was a disa-
greement and they started 
exchanging words and a 
fight broke out. Nobody ac-
tually knew why they were 
fighting but we saw the bus 
driver rolling on the ground 
with blood all over his body. 
People began to gather and 
he FRSC people took him 
to the hospital. The man was 
stabbed on his back and he 
actually died before he was 
taken to the hospital,” the 
witness narrated.

“The government should 
dismantle the checkpoint at 
Umuikaa junction before 

the FRSC will kill more driv-
ers. The FRSC people have 
been using small boys who 
hawk goods to extort money 
from bus drivers and this has 
been causing problems. Last 
time, the same FRSC people 
caused a security agent to 
kill a driver at this Umuikaa 
junction.” the witness added.

Sector Commander, 
FRSC, Abia State, Mr. Paul 
Ugwu said that he is yet to 
get the full details of  the in-
cident.

 “We are yet to get the full 
details of  the situation from 
our office at Umuikaa for us 
to be able to inform you bet-
ter but we learnt that a driver 
was stabbed at Umuikaa,” he 
said. Also Read: Dashboard 
cam captures moment an 
Abuja taxi driver flouted a 
traffic rule which resulted in 
an accident (video)

Meanwhile, Chairman 
of  Isiala Ngwa South Local 
Government Area, Chief  
Iyke Anyatonwu, has con-
demned the dastardly killing 
of  the bus driver.

Anyatonwu in a state-
ment issued by his media 
aide, Enyinnaya Standhope 
Nwaigwe, urged the State 
Sector Commander of  the 
FRSC to immediately inves-
tigate the matter and appre-
hend the perpetrators.

“The Executive Chairman, 
Isiala Ngwa South Local 
Government Area and State 
ALGON Chairman, Com-
rade Ike Anyatonwu has 
condemned in strong terms 
the alleged stabbing to death 
of  a motorist by some Of-
ficers and Men of  the Fed-

eral Road Safety Corps op-
erating at Umuikaa junction 
of  Isiala Ngwa South LGA, 
along the Port Harcourt – 
Aba – Enugu Expressway,” 
the statement read.

“Comrade Anyatonwu 
who broke his annual leave 
to visit Ronald Hospital, 
Mkpuka where the victim 
was dumped in the pool of  
his blood by his alleged kill-
ers and was later confirmed 
dead by the Management 
of  the Hospital wondered 
why such dastardly act has 
become a recurring inci-
dent at Umuikaa junction 
and called on the State Sec-
tor Commander of  Feder-
al Road Safety Corps ton 
immediately investigate 
the matter with a view to 
bringing the perpetrators to 
book.”

“The State ALGON 
Chairman while passing a 
vote of  no confidence on 
the activities of  various Se-
curity Agencies operating at 
Umuikaa junction along the 
Expressway explained that 
their unlawful activities have 
defeated the aim of  bringing 
them to the area as they have 
turned their checkpoints to 
toll gates to the detriment of  
the people they are to protect 
while calling on the youths 
to remain calm and avoid 
taking laws into their own 
hands.

“He further promised that 
his government will assist in 
ensuring that those involved 
in the incident are brought to 
book describing the alleged 
killing as one too many.”



ho were some 

Wo f  t h e  b e s t -
d r e s s e d 

celebrities at the Prime 
Video Naija launch?

For  the  launch  o f  
Prime Video in Nigeria, 
your favourite Nigerian 
celebrities and influencers 
wore their Sunday best. 

It seemed that the dress 
code for the event was 
formal (blue) wear and we 
were dazzled by the display 
of  fashion and glamour we 
saw. 

Beverly Naya 
Beverly was the belle of  

the  ba l l  in  th is  b lack 

custom-made dress by 
Weizdurm Franklyn. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke sought the help of  

Lanre Da Silva Ajayi. She 
w o r e  a  b r o c a d e - l i k e 
material infused with gold, 
it was very oriental. 

Tolu Bally 
Tolu Bally was wearing 

a self-made design. The 
s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t  w a s 
astonishing, really loved 
how it looked. 

Rita Dominic 
Taking a break from 

blue, Rita Dominic looked 
simply divine in this white 
agbada gown. 

R i c h a r d  M o f e -
Damijo 

Richard is a classic 
man in a blue brocade 
blazer. He is still schooling 
young ones on how it is 
done. 

Neo Akpofure 
How do you dress in a 

three-piece plaid suit? 
Don't think any further, 
Neo gives an intensive 
course on how to do that. 

Adunni Ade 
Adunni looked very 

g l a m o r o u s  i n  t h i s 
g l is tening gown from 
Lanre Da Silva. 
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o you want  to Dknow the natural 
food to help you 

last longer in bed? Then 
read on to know how you 
can become a much better 
lover!

Sexual satisfaction is 
important for a happy, 
healthy relationship. A man 
once heard that eating the 
scrotum or buttocks of  an 
animal will help increase 
his sex drive. 

Two weeks before his 
wife's return from a trip 
abroad, he ate nothing 
other than the scrotum of  a 
goat. The day she finally 
arrived, he couldn't go 
beyond the first round when 
she was just getting started. 
Poor guy! 

You don't have to be 
that guy. There are actually 
natural foods to help you 
last longer in bed. 

Why people don't last 
long in bed? 

1 .  P h y s i c a l  a n d 
emotional stress/ il l-
health 

People don't last long in 
bed due to reasons like 
s t r e s s ,  d e p r e s s i o n , 
we a k n e s s ,  i l l - h e a l t h , 
hormonal imbalance, and 
so many other reasons. If  
y o u  h a v e  p r e m a t u r e 
ejaculation and don't take 
the time to eat natural foods 
to help you last longer in 
bed, your condition may 
not improve at all. 

2. Alcohol 
Do you know that too 

much alcohol does not 
encourage longevity in bed? 
Sadly, many people believe 
that if  they get drunk, they 
can make love all night. 
Firstly, because they are 
d r u n k  a n d  t i r e d ,  t h e 
possibility of  lasting at all 
becomes rather slim. Also, 
in the long run, their sex 
drive and longevity in bed 
are reduced. 

How to last longer in 
bed? 

Apar t  f rom ea t ing 
natural foods to help you 
last longer in bed, there are 
other things you can do to 
help you become a master 
in the bedroom. 

 Are you in the mood? 
You must get yourself  

i n  t h e  m o o d  f o r  s ex , 
otherwise, no matter what 
your partner does to turn 
you on, you will not last 
long in bed. 

 Foreplay 
Lovemaking  s ta r t s 

from the desire and the 
teases before the main act. 
Foreplay can prolong sex 
and help you last longer in 
bed. The important thing is 
to f ind out what your 
partner likes and administer 
it excellently. Once you 

have helped your partner 
achieve orgasm, no one will 
be watching the clock to see 
how long you last! 

 Medication 
This is not really the 

aim in this article, as we 
want to tell you about 
natural foods to help you 
l a s t  l o n g e r  i n  b e d . 
Medications should be 
taken as a last resort when 
other options have failed. 

 Slow and steady wins 
the race 

l e t ' s  be  f rank ,  s ex 
requires intense amounts of  
energy. Enjoy it, don't rush 
to finish. Put a lot into every 
touch and every kiss. 

 Masturbation 
Unpopular opinion: 

masturbation can buy you 
time. To get in the mood for 
sex, you can masturbate 
first before she arrives. It 
will get you started and also 
take the urgency out of  the 
way. 

 Eat natural foods to 
help you last longer in bed 

The right foods will 
help boost your longevity in 
bed. Hopefully, you will 
even beat your own record. 
Nutrition can help you last 
longer in bed! 

How to use food to last 
longer in bed? 

Natural foods to help 
you last longer in bed are 
m o s t l y  f r u i t s  a n d 
vegetables. You have to 
make sure you pack your 
diet full of  these whole 
foods. It all starts and ends 
with nutrition! 

These are the natural 
foods to eat if  you want to 
last longer in bed: 

Red Grape 
T h e  r e d  g r a p e  i s 

nature's Viagra. Red grape 
contains boron, which 
helps in the production of  
estrogen and testosterone. 
A n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e 
production of  these two 
hormones means you get 
into the mood for sex 
without effort. If  you have 
an appointment for the 
bedroom at night, start in 
the morning to eat your red 
grapes. 

B e  p r e p a r e d .  A n 
alternative is drinking red 
wine (preferably  non-
alcoholic), red grape juice 
or any wine that is majorly 
made of  red grape. 

Banana 
B a n a n a  i s  a  g r e a t 

longevity booster for men. 
If  you want super-firm 
erections, bananas are the 
way to go. Eating lots of  
bananas will ensure that 
when you need an erection, 
you'll have a strong one. 

Yoghurt 
This is a great one for 

the ladies. Yoghurt helps to 

balance the PH level of  the 
vagina, so include it in your 
diet if  you want to improve 
your sex life. 

Spicy foods 
S p i c y  f o o d s  c a n 

improve the sex drive of  
both men and women 
because they dilate blood 
vessels and increase blood 
flow. You can also increase 
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
testosterone and improve 
sex drive with spicy food. 
Also,  sp icy  foods  are 
vasodilators. They can relax 
your body, reduce blood 

o you also know Dthat zodiac signs 
have a role to play 

in sexual compatibilities?
W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

knowing how to love your 
partner, zodiac signs are a 
veritable tool. Your zodiac 
or star sign is the position of  
the sun on the date of  your 
birth. Different people born 
around the same time have 
the same zodiac sign, 

ide guys understand 

Sthe assignment, side 
chicks don't.

Before we go too far: 
This is not us encouraging 
you to be carrying side 
ch icks  and  s ide  guys 
upandan. Matter of  fact, it's 
wrong and unfair and 
devious and all those other 
bad adjectives usually 
associated with cheating. 
We know you already know 
but we're saying it again as a 
responsible media house. 

That said, we know 
you people have coconut 
heads and you're st i l l 
having yourselves multiple 
side chicks and side n*ggas, 
which explains why we 
know enough to be able to 
do this list you are about to 
read now. So here goes: 
differences between side 
guys and side chicks. 

Side guys understand 
the assignment 

The ass ignment  i s 
usually to have the babe's 
back blown, get a couple of  
orgams out of  her and 
afterwards step out of  the 
way and let her go back to 
her husbands and kids… 
men know how to do that 
very well .  They don't 
meddle with your life. 

Side chicks on the 
other hand… 

Word on the street is 
that side-chicks usually 
want to be seen, heard and 
acknowledged as a major 

and integral part of  your 
life. They're called side 
t h i n g s ,  b u t  d o n ' t  b e 
surprised that they often 
want to take centre stage. 

Side chicks get jealous 
Just look at this 
They want you to 

leave your wife and kids 
for them 

You thought getting 
a n d  f u r n i s h i n g  a n 
apartment for her in Lekki 
was enough, and that 
sorting out her bills and her 
mama's bills, as well as 
sett ing up an IG hair 
business for her would be 
enough to keep her in her 

'side chick'  position… 
LOL. Bro, you lied. We 
hear sidechicks' default 
mode is to look for ways to 
usurp your wife/main 
chick. Good luck to everyone 
involved oh. 

Side guys never want 
to be promoted to main 

You see men? They 
want no part of  that. They 
actually hope and pray for 
the continuance of  your 
relationship. Even if  you 
break up with your partner, 
they'll rather advise you on 
how to get back with your 
partner than step in. Infact, 
we heard that they'd rather 
match you up with another 
boyfriend so they can keep 
being side. 

Not only can you gain 
in-depth knowledge of  your 
sexual preferences, but you 
can also understand your 
partner's sexual preference. 

Here are sex positions 
suited for different zodiac 
signs 

Leo 
Leos loves to show off  

their strength in a standing 
position. They also love any 
position that requires eye 

contact, so standing by the 
wall, carrying the woman or 
missionary positions are 
good enough. 

Scorpio 
Scorpios are huge fans 

of  the doggy style, especially 
the one done at the edge of  
the bed. They also love 
BDSM and sex toys. 

Aquarius 
Aquarius loves to switch 

different positions. They are 

not stuck on any, but zodiac 
experts recommend the 
pinball position where their 
legs are raised. 

Taurus 
T h r i l l  t h e  Ta u r u s 

woman by allowing her to 
assume a reverse cowgirl 
position where she turns her 
face away from you while 
riding. They also love body 
contact, a lot of  hand action 
and sensual oils. 

Cancer 
Cancers are loving and 

emotional and love the good 
old-fashioned missionary 
style. 

Virgo 
Virgos love the spooning 

position, where the couple 
lies side by side on the bed. 

Sagittarius 
Sagittarius love to have a 

lot of  sex outdoors, you 
would most likely catch a 
sag doing any position that 
requires flexibility like the 
cowgirl or doggy. 

Libras 
Libras are fans of  the 69 

position. A perfect position 
for mutual oral sex. 

Pisces 
Pisces love a lot of  eye 

contact and kissing. The 
sideway straddle is  an 
excellent position for Pisces. 

The woman lays down 
on her side while the man in 
a kneeling position raises 
the woman's leg to penetrate 

Capricorn 
Capricorns love the 

collapsed doggy or the 
f la t i ron.  This  i s  when 
penetration is done from the 
back. 

Geminis 
Geminis are very sexual 

beings, they love to talk 
dirty. The sexual position 
most suited to them is the 
s tanding  pos i t ion  and 
doggy. 

Aries 
For the Aries sign, the 

sitting lotus is the position to 
try. They love intimacy and 
maintaining eye contact. It's 
a form of  missionary done 
while sitting and facing each 
other instead of  laying 
down. 

pressure, etc. These two 
alone are enough to get you 
started. 

Avocados 
Avocados give you 

e n e r g y  f o r  a n y t h i n g 
including sex. This wonder 
fruit is rich in folic acid. 

Spinach: Spinach is 
rich in magnesium, which 
helps to dilate blood vessels 
to allow easy flow of  blood 
all over the body (and to the 
penis when you need it). 

Watermelon 
Ju s t  l i k e  s p i n a c h , 

watermelon also relaxes the 

blood vessels, which, in 
tur n,  increases  sexual 
arousal. 

Meat: healthy meat 
helps to improve your blood 
f l ow  e s p e c i a l ly  b e e f , 
chicken, and pork. Increase 
in blood flow means an 
increase in sex drive. 

Nuts 
Walnuts, hazelnuts, 

p e a n u t s ,  t i g e r - n u t s , 
coconut, dates, are natural 
foods to help you last longer 
in bed. Walnut gives double 
the result. 

Kunu drink aya AKA 
tiger nut milk 

D a t e  i s  a  n a t u r a l 

aphrodisiac, so if  you mix 
d a t e s ,  t i g e r - nu t s  a n d 
coconuts and blend them 
together to extract the juice, 
the drink is sure to fire your 
libido, whether you're a 
man or a woman. 

What these foods do, 
basically, is to relax your 
mind, open up your veins, 
and get your body working 
properly. These foods will 
r e l a x  y o u r  b o d y  a n d 
improve blood flow, which 
is essential for arousal. 
Most importantly, these 
natural foods to help you 
last longer in bed will 
i m p r ove  yo u r  ove r a l l 
health. 
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a r r o t s  a r e  r i c h  i n 

Cantioxidants and essential 
nutrients like vitamin E 

and beta-carotene and it has 
become common knowledge that 
they are very good for eye health.

What many don't know is that 
carrots have a positive effect on 
men ' s  ove ra l l  hea l th ,  and 
specifically great for men's sexual 
health. 

Here are few ways in which 
regular consumption of  carrot 
can help men: 

Increased sperm count and 
improved sperm health 

Since carrots are rich in 
antioxidants, vitamin E and beta-
carotene, eating them helps to 
prevent sperm damage and boost 
sperm health. The nutrients in 
carrot help to increase sperm 
count and also maintain sperm 
health in men. Studies suggest 
that men who eat carrots regularly 
are able to produce more sperms 
and they are of  better quality. 
These sperms have better mobility 

h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

Wa t t a i n i n g  b i g g e r 
but*ocks, most of  us 

gravitate towards doing squats and 
lunges.

However, if  you are dreaming 
of  a naturally round, firm and 
bigger bum, it will take a lot more 
t h a n  d o i n g  i n t e n s i ve  b u t t 
workouts. 

Yes, to achieve that toned and 
firm buttock, it is also important to 
watch your diet and include glute-
growing superfoods. 

So, if  you are on a quest to give 
serious booty competition, we list 
down the food items which help in 
building the lean muscles and fat in 
your buttocks. 

Eggs
In order to build those glute 

muscles, it is essential to add one 
medium-sized egg to your daily 
routine, in addition to those glute 
exercises. A whole egg contains 
around 6 grams of  protein which 
can be beneficial for enhancing 
your rear side. Eggs are also loaded 
with selenium, riboflavin, vitamin 
B12 and phosphorus, which help 

to strengthen the muscles. 
Legumes
Legumes (including lentils, 

beans, peas and peanuts) are 
packed with protein which will 
help in maximizing your muscle 
synthesis process. Including a cup 
of  legumes in your diet can boost 
the growth of  your glute muscles. 
They are also a good source of  
magnesium which is involved in 
energy production. 

Chicken breast
Chicken is, without any shred 

of  doubt, one of  the best sources of  
lean protein. The best part? It is an 
incredibly versatile food, so 
whether you wish to have a bowl of  

chicken soup or want to consume 
it in tandoori form, it can be 
cooked easily. Include chicken 
breast in your diet if  you want to 
build bigger and firm buttocks. 

 Pumpkin seeds
Pumpkin seeds are a rich 

s o u r c e  o f  a n t i o x i d a n t s , 
magnesium, zinc, and fatty acids 
that are excellent for booty 
building. 28 grams(roughly 1/4th 
cup) of  these delicious seeds 
contain around 8.5 grams of  
protein content. So, if  you are 
looking to increase the size of  your 
bottom, we suggest including these 
nutritious seeds in your daily diet. 

 s t u d y  i n  P u b M e d 

Arevealed that walking 
barefoot  inf luences 

physiologic processes as well as 
inducing relaxation - Khalil 
Gibran 

The importance of  walking 
barefoot, sometimes, cannot be 
ove r e m p h a s i z e d ,  b e c a u s e 
making an effort to spend more 
time barefoot in nature can 
provide the human body with 
some incredible health benefits. 

As a matter of  fact, studies 
have shown that walking with 
your feet, directly touching the 

soil, allows your body to absorb 
negative electrons through the 
Earth, which helps to stabilize 
daily cortisol rhythm and create a 
balanced internal bioelectrical 
environment. 

In other words, the negative 
ions present in the earth can help 
balance the positive ions in our 
body (if  we allow contact). And 
when this happens, it improves 
our health in many ways. 

Here are five health benefits 
of  walking barefoot 

1. It controls insomnia 
A study in PubMed revealed 

that walking barefoot influences 
physiologic processes as well as 
induces relaxation. It has also 
been shown that people who had 
been exposed to grounding have 
better sleep at night when 
compared with those who did 
not walk barefoot regularly. 

The reason for this is because 
walking barefoot helps stabilize 
circadian rhythms, which is the 
first step to better sleep; as it is the 
internal system that's designed to 
regulate feelings of  sleepiness 
and wakefulness over a 24-hour 
period. 

2. It controls blood pressure 
Recent studies have shown 

that the nerves of  the feet are 
s t imulated  when we walk 
barefoot. And this usually leads 
to the reduction of  stress levels. 
However, since stress is released 
through earthing, which is also 
known as walking barefoot, it 
helps in controlling the blood 
pressure. 

3. It boosts energy level 
Every lover nature knows 

that there is a higher energy in 
nature. This is why whenever you 
immerse yourself  in the natural 

world, you pick up on the higher 
frequencies emitted from nature 
and therefore increase your own 
energy levels. 

However, with our vitality 
constantly affected by modern 
society, it advisable for us to 
make out time to walk barefoot 
as often as we can. 

4. It helps to reduce chronic 
pain 

A l t e r n a t i ve  m e d i c i n e 
practitioners affirm that the 
electrons present in the earth 
help enrich the immune system 
in our body. And this claim is 
backed by the findings of  a recent 
study. 

In addition to enriching the 
immune  sys tem,  ea r th ing 
increases the oxygen levels of  the 
body and thus, helps reduce 
chronic or acute pain in our body. 

5. It  improves overall 
posture 

A recent study has shown 
that shoes are having a negative 
effect on our feet. Our foot 
muscles are weaker than ever 
because of  shoes and soft 
surfaces that don't cause our feet 
to be flexible and strong like they 
once were. 

This is one of  the reasons for 
bad posture because we become 
reliant upon other muscles to do 
the job our feet are responsible 
for. 

Our weak feet can lead to a 
bad posture which can lead to 
back pain, neck pain, and even 
knee pain which is actually often 
caused by shoes that misplace 
your postural alignment. 

Note: Walking barefoot for 
15 minutes every day is enough 
to provide the body with some of  
the mentioned health benefits. 

slow down the aging process and 
thus help in age-related erectile 
dysfunction. 

Keeps the Prostate Gland 
healthy 

Some studies have shown that 
men with prostate cancer have 
low levels of  vitamin A. So many 
experts suggest that men who 
consume sufficient amount of  
vitamin A and antioxidants 

during their younger days have 
less probability of  getting prostate 
cancer. So, consumption of  
carrots can help. So, men make 
sure that you munch on carrots 
and add them generously in your 
salads. 

Improves overall health 
Carrots are rich in fiber and 

aid in the easy movement of  
bowel thus helping to prevent 

constipation. The antioxidants 
and vitamins in carrot may give a 
glow to the skin and encourages 
premature ageing. Yes, men, you 
can look younger if  you munch on 
carrots regularly These nutrients 
also decelerate ageing process and 
can make men look younger than 
their actual age. 

(ability to swim faster) and help in 
conception too. Eating carrots 
can also improve sperm count 
too. 

A farmer holding carrots 
Treats erectile dysfunction 
Most men experience erectile 

disfunction as they get older, 
though the severi ty of  the 
condition might differ from one 
man to the other. Usually, low 
potassium level and reduced level 
of  Vitamin E are associated with 
the advent of  erectile dysfunction. 
Also, constriction of  blood vessels 
t h a t  h a m p e r  t h e  s m o o t h 
circulation of  blood can also be 
one of  the reasons behind this 
condition. 

A diet rich in potassium and 
vitamin E can help to fight 
symptoms of  ED. Carrots contain 
a good amount of  potassium and 
Vitamin E and can help to 
supplement your diet with the 
essential mineral and vitamin 
thereby reducing the effects of  
ED. Antioxidants in carrots also 

Bedroom game: Reasons carrots are essential for men's
sexual health 

Incredible health benefits of walking barefoot 

Foods for natural butt enlargement
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“There’s an analysis that says 
investment in the Chips and Sci-
ence Act will create one million 
- more than one million con-
struction jobs alone over the next 
six years building semiconductor 
factories in America.”

- President Biden, in remarks during 
the signing of  the Chips Act, Aug. 9

“Investments in the CHIPS 
and Science Law will create 
more than 1 million construction 
jobs alone over the next six years 
building semiconductor factories 
in America.”

- Biden, in a tweet, Aug. 11

W
e’ve learned from 
experience that 
when a presi-
dent utters a big 

job-creation number, it’s ripe for 
fact-checking. So we were curi-
ous to learn how the president’s 
job prediction for the Chips and 
Science Act - which will provide 
nearly $53 billion for U.S. semi-
conductor research, development, 
manufacturing and workforce de-
velopment -  was developed.

During the signing ceremony, 
Biden mentioned an “analysis” 
as the source for the claim that 1 
million construction jobs would 
be created. In the tweet, which has 
recorded more than 5,000 retweets 
and 31,000 likes, the president 
treated the number of  “more than 
one million construction jobs” as 
an established fact. But we were 
puzzled when we did not see the 
figure in the White House’s “fact 
sheet” on the bill.

It turns out this number is wildly 
exaggerated.

The Facts
The first tip-off  that the number 

is fishy is because the number is so 
big and round 1 million.

President Bill Clinton famous-
ly -   and incorrectly -  claimed 
in 1993 that the North American 
Free Trade Agreement would cre-
ate 1 million jobs in five years. But 
that only happened because his 
staff  accidentally supplied him 
with an early draft of  remarks that 
included a made-up placeholder 
number. The White House quick-
ly admitted the error.

The second tip-off  is that Biden 
was specific - one million con-
struction jobs in six years. Before 
the pandemic tanked jobs, the 
U.S. economy took four years to 
add one million construction jobs, 
according to the Bureau of  Labor 
Statistics data - from all industries, 
not just the semiconductor busi-
ness.

When we asked the White 
House for documentation, we 
were directed to a 2021 report 
issued by the Semiconductor In-
dustry Association. That report 
touted the contribution of  the 
semiconductor industry and ex-
amined the potential impact of  a 
$50 billion federal investment pro-
gram, similar to the Chips Act.

That’s the third tip-off  -  this 
is a report issued by an industry 
advocate. With all respect to the 
SIA, it’s not neutral on the matter. 
It would be unusual for any trade 
group to issue a report that did not 
put the best gloss on the industry’s 
economic contributions.

When we dug into the report, 
moreover, we could not find any 
reference to 1 million construction 
jobs being created. Instead, the re-
port predicted such an investment 
- roughly equivalent to the Chips 
Act - would create “an average of  
185,000 temporary jobs annual-
ly throughout the U.S. economy 
from 2021 to 2026.”

Six times 185,000 adds up to 
more than 1 million. But note that 
these are not all construction jobs. 
In fact, few are construction jobs.

“The statement about 1 million 
construction jobs is not accurate,” 
said Sarah Ravi, a spokeswoman 
for the association. She directed 
us to a chart in the report that indi-
cated that a $50 billion investment 
would create an additional 6,200 
construction jobs.

Hamilton Galloway, head of  
consultancy for the Americas 
at Oxford Economics, which 
crunched the numbers for the re-
port, said the 1 million jobs would 
be created during what he called 
the six-year “construction phase” 
of  the Chips Act investments. He 
said the largest share of  jobs said 
to be created stems from capi-
tal expenditures - the purchase 
of  semiconductor manufactur-
ing machinery and other capital 
goods. In other words, not con-
struction.

Note that the report said the jobs 
would be “created throughout the 
U.S. economy.” That means this is 
a calculation that includes direct 
jobs created - plus indirect jobs 
(via the supply chain) and induced 
jobs (people spending the wages 
they earn). 

These figures were created via 
economic impact software devel-
oped by IMPLAN, an economics 
firm, derived from the Commerce 
Department’s Bureau of  Econom-
ic Analysis (BEA) input-output 
tables. These tables are used by 
economists to understand how 
industries interact with each other 
and with the rest of  the economy. 
Depending on the industry, the 
creation of  one job may reverber-
ate differently in the economy.

IMPLAN provides the example 
of  how the impact of  a new ve-
hicle manufacturing plant might 
be traced through the economy. 
Indirect effects would include the 
plant buying tires, electricity, ad-
vertising and paint - and then the 
tire company buying rubber, the 
electricity company buying coal, 
the advertising firm paying rent 
and the paint manufacturer buy-
ing chemicals. 

The induced effects would be 
the plant workers paying rent, 
buying groceries, getting haircuts 
-  and then the real estate employ-

Biden’s bogus boast of one million 
‘construction jobs’

President Biden speaks during an event on the South Lawn of the White House.  

ees, grocery story employees and 
hair salon employees paying rent, 
buying groceries and getting hair-
cuts. (The calculation also has to 
take into account the impact of  
taxes, profit-making and wages 
being placed into savings, all of  
which would reduce job creation.)

In the case of  the semiconduc-
tor industry, the SIA report said 
the job multiplier for the semicon-
ductor industry was 6.7, or 5.7 in-
direct and induced jobs for every 
direct job created.

During the 2011 debate over 
how many jobs would be created 
by the Keystone XL pipeline, we 
revealed how a report touting the 
benefits of  a wind farm project 
had calculated such indirect and 
induced impacts to an absurd de-
gree. Among the list of  jobs that 
would allegedly be created by 
a proposed investment in wind 
farms: 51 dancers and choreog-
raphers, 138 dentists, 176 dental 
hygienists, 100 librarians, 510 
bread bakers, 448 clergy, 154 ste-
nographers, 865 hairdressers, 898 
reporters, 136 manicurists, 110 
shampooers, 98 public relations 
people, 65 farmers, and (our fa-
vorite) 1,714 bartenders.

The SIA report does not go 
to such lengths. It transparently 
says about half  of  the supposed 
jobs being created come from in-
duced effects: “531,000 jobs will 
be supported as a result of  work-
ers spending their wages on con-
sumer goods and services, such as 
groceries, utilities, and transporta-
tion.”

To get back to Biden’s emphasis 
on construction jobs, Galloway 
noted that the jobs “supported 
by construction,” such as cement 
manufacturing, would be higher 
than the 6,200 figure. 

The report estimates that about 

56,000 direct jobs within the con-
struction sphere would be creat-
ed, with a total of  nearly 120,000 
through indirect and induced ef-
fects. That’s still much less than 
Biden’s 1 million.

There’s another issue with such 
calculations. They do not consid-
er the state of  the business cycle 
at the time of  the investment. The 
Federal Reserve is now raising 
interest rates and the economy 
could be headed for a recession. 
“Input-output models don’t di-
rectly model a net change in jobs 
economywide, only the gross 
number of  new jobs as a result of  
the expenditure,” Galloway said.

Wendy Edelberg, former chief  
economist at the Congressional 
Budget Office and now a senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion, was dubious about the job 
multiplier in the report.

“Those numbers seem implausi-
ble,” she said in an email, as the 
semiconductor industry does not 
operate in a vacuum. “Equipment 
manufacturers could manufacture 
other things if  orders from chip 
companies didn’t expand in the 
U.S. or abroad. Or, if  no one wants 
to buy equipment, those workers 
who would have made equipment 
could work elsewhere,” she said.

“In that sense, it absolutely mat-
ters if  we are in a recession. In the 
current economic environment, 
there is likely sufficient demand to 
employ workers either at the relat-
ed industries, doing other things, 
or simply in different industries.”

Edelberg added: “There are no 
doubt positive benefits to expand-
ing U.S. capacity to make chips, 
now and in the long run. But, that 
benefit doesn’t include expanding 
the number of  jobs.”

The White House initially de-
fended the figure but eventually 

conceded it was wrong. “There 
was a mix-up and this should have 
referred to the total jobs result-
ing from the legislation, but that 
doesn’t detract from the histor-
ic nature of  this move to rebuild 
our manufacturing and supply 
chains here at home, and to win 
the competition with China in the 
industries of  the future,” a White 
House official said.

The Pinocchio Test
There’s often a temptation for a 

politician to cite the highest possi-
ble job creation for a new policy. 
But the president stumbled badly 
here. In public remarks, and then 
in a tweet, he claimed 1 million 
construction jobs would be creat-
ed because of  the Chips Act.

The real number was just 6,200, 
according to the industry-commis-
sioned report cited as the source. 

If  you wanted to be generous, 
you could say the report said 
56,000 jobs would be supported 
by construction. If  you wanted to 
be very generous, you could say 1 
million jobs would be supported 
in the “construction phase” of  the 
law. But that would be overly gen-
erous, given that the White House 
amplified Biden’s statement in 
a tweet; it was not a simple mis-
speak.

There’s also the separate issue 
as to whether indirect and espe-
cially induced jobs should be part 
of  such political talking points 
- especially in an uncertain eco-
nomic period when the number 
of  jobs may not expand.

But in any case, there is no rea-
son to get the number so wrong 
- twice. While the White House 
concedes a “mix-up,” the tweet 
has not been deleted; neither has 
the official transcript been correct-
ed. The president earns Four Pi-
nocchios.
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I
t is relatively unusual in 
Ukraine for a government 
official to invite you on a 
short-notice trip.

It turns out it is more common 
for that invitation to come with 
very little detail.

The main reason for that is se-
curity - it is not exactly wise to 
publicise when a minister is go-
ing to be somewhere, especially 
when you are being invaded by 
another country.

We decided to accept, and soon 
found ourselves at an airfield near 
Kyiv, where we and other jour-
nalists were led onto a helicopter.

By this point we knew our des-
tination was the city of  Zapor-
izhzhia, and the subject was the 
growing danger from the region’s 
nuclear power plant further south.

Within 30 seconds of  the jour-
ney starting, I realised why we 
were offered anti-nausea tablets 
before taking off.

To stay undetected, the pilot 
keeps the helicopter around 10 
metres off  the ground, occasion-
ally hurdling over electric power-
lines.

There are endless fields of  sun-
flowers. Some are in full bloom, 
some are wilting, past their best. 
Regardless, the harvest is fast ap-
proaching.

Then there is the dense wood-
land - thousands upon thousands 
of  towering trees which come so 
close to touching the skids of  the 
chopper.

You are left under no illusion 
of  Ukraine’s vast and rich land-
scape.

After landing in Zaporizhzhia, 
you are struck by two things: the 
more industrious skyline in com-
parison to Kyiv, as well as the hu-
midity.

We end up at a supermarket 
car park where emergency work-
ers are dressed in yellow hazmat 
suits. They are practising cleaning 
drills in the event of  a radioactive 
contamination.

They are watched by senior of-
ficials, who are keen to see how 
ready the region would be in the 
event of  a worst-case scenario.

“Of  course we are concerned,” 
Ukraine’s Energy Minister Her-
man Halushchenko tells me. 
“The situation changed dramat-
ically when the Russians started 
shelling the area on 5 August.”

Ukrainian says the situation at 
the plant is “approaching criti-
cal”.

Russian forces have occupied 
the site, Europe’s biggest, since 
early March.

They have been urged to hand 
control back because of  the dan-
gers, and some staff  there have 
told the BBC they’re “being kept 
at gunpoint”.

For the past two weeks there’s 
been heavy shelling on and 

around the plant, with the sides 
blaming each other.

Nato is the latest internation-
al organisation to call for United 
Nations inspectors to be let into 
the Zaporizhzhia power plant, 
claiming its seizure posed a seri-
ous threat to Ukraine and neigh-
bouring countries.

Officials say the plant could 
be cut off  from power as Mos-
cow tries to redirect electricity to 
Crimea, which it annexed eight 
years ago.

“It is impossible to ensure the 
safety of  the nuclear power plant 
while the Russian occupying forc-
es are there,” says Denys Monas-
tyrskyy, Ukraine’s interior minis-
ter.

“It is the key concern that we all 
should understand,” he adds.

The car park is also a place 
where Ukrainians who manage to 
make it out of  Russian-occupied 
territories first arrive.

There are queues of  cars with 
people and full suitcases.

Sitting in the shade we meet 
Olena, who has just made it out 
of  the city of  Enerhodar, where 
the nuclear plant is located.

“It’s scary, very scary, there is 
shelling all the time,” she says 
while bouncing her toddler on her 
knee.

“There have been many more 
explosions and it became too dan-
gerous to stay there.

“I didn’t want to leave home, 
but I had no choice.”

This car park represents Ukraine 
controlling what it can.

Unable to force the Russians 
from Europe’s biggest nuclear 
power plant, the country is instead 
trying to prepare for the worst, if  
it happens. 

Preparing for the worst at Ukraine
nuclear plant

Ukrainian emergency rescuers attend an exercise in case of a possible nuclear incident at Zaporizhzhia’s nuclear plant.

Ukraine’s Interior Minister Denys Monastyrskyy says the situation at the plant is “approaching critical”

Death row inmate, Joe Nathan James suffered
‘hours of pain in longest ever execution’

J
oe Nathan James Jr, 49, 
was due to be execut-
ed at 6pm, in Alabama, 
but then it was delayed 

until 9pm and he wasn’t de-
clared dead until shortly before 
9.30pm leading to claims he 
suffere longest hour ever.

It is claimed James endured 
“three hours of  pain.”

A death row inmate was sub-
jected to “three hours of  pain” 
in what might be the longest 
execution of  all time in the 

United States, it is claimed by 
human rights campaigners. 

Joe Nathan James Jr, 49, was 
sentenced to death for killing 
Faith Hall in Birmingham, Al-
abama, in 1994, and died by 
lethal injection after an unusu-
ally long wait on July 28. 

The execution was supposed 
to have taken place at 6pm but 
supposedly didn’t go ahead un-
til 9pm and he was pronounced 
dead at 9.27pm. 

While officials at the Wil-

liam C. Holman Correctional 
Facility in Atmore had initial-
ly said that there was nothing 
unusual about the execution, it 
was later admitted by the Ala-
bama Department of  Correc-
tions (ADOC) that there had 
been difficulty finding the in-
travenous line.

And an autopsy later revealed 
several puncture wounds and 
slices as James “struggled and 
had to be sedated”. 



atheus Nunes Ms ay s  h i s  n e w 
m a n a g e r  a n d 

teammates were a huge 
influence in his move to 
W o l v e r h a m p t o n 
W a n d e r e r s ,  a f t e r 
completing his £38m switch 
from Sporting.

I t  i s  a  c lub  record 
t r a n s f e r  f o r  Wo l v e s , 
spending big on the 23-year-

igeria's Falconets 

Nmaintained their 
unbeaten run at the 

2022 FIFA U-20 Women's 
World Cup after beating 
Canada 3-1 in their final 
group game on Thursday 
morning.

T h e  We s t  A f r i c a n s 
finished top of  Group C with 
nine points from three games 
following the win.

After keeping a clean 
sheet in their opening two 
games of  the competition, the 
Falconets conceded for the 
first time.

The Canadians took the 
lead on four minutes through 
Kaila Novak.

Nigeria took control of  
the game afterwards with 
Esther Onyenezide netting 
the equaliser from the spot in 

the  24 th  minute  a f te r  a 
Canadian player stopped a 
goal bound shot with her hand.

Onyenezide doubled the 
Falconets' lead again from the 
penalty spot eight minutes 
later following a foul on Mercy 
Idoko.

The midfielder has now 
scored three goals in three 
outings for Nigeria in the 
competition.

Idoko made the scoreline 
3-1 in favour of  the Falconets 
with a close range shot deep 
into first half  stoppage time.

In the group's other game, 
F r a n c e  d e f e a t e d  Ko r e a 
Republic 1-0 to finish second 
behind Nigeria.

The Falconets will take on 
G r o u p  D  r u n n e r s - u p , 
Netherlands in the quarter-
finals on Sunday.

e a l  M a d r i d Rm i d f i e l d e r , 
C a s e m i r o  i s 

interested in listening to the 
offer from Manchester 
United, according to the 
Telegraph.

Manchester  Uni ted 
remain determined to add to 
the squad, with Real Madrid 
midfielder Casemiro among 
their targets.

The report claims Real 
Madrid have made it clear 
they will not stand in the 
midfielder's way if  he wants 
to leave.

It added that the 30-
year-old is 'interested in 
hearing about United's offer' 
as the arrival of  French star, 

Au r e l i e n  Tc h o u a m e n i 
threatens his place in Real 
Madrid's first team.

The Telegraph says that 
Casemiro has not ruled out 
the move with United 
prepared to double his 
current salary.

The club have also made 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e 
representatives of  Lazio 
m i d f i e l d e r  S e r g e j 
Milinkovic-Savic over a 
move to Old Trafford.

United are also keen to 
bring in a forward, a right-
back and a second-choice 
goalkeeper.

ndia's government is Iholding discussions 
with FIFA to settle 

i s sues  that  l ed  to  the 
suspension of  the country's 
national soccer federation 
and the possible loss of  its 
hosting rights for the Under-
17 Women's World Cup in 
October, a government law 
officer said.

S o l i c i t o r  G e n e r a l 
Tushar Mehta told the 
country's highest court that 
the government and a 
c o m m i t t e e  o f  
administrators running the 
soccer federation have held 
two meetings with FIFA to 
“break some ice” on the 
issue, the Press Trust of  
I n d i a  n e w s  a g e n c y 
reported.

The Supreme Court 
asked the government to 
take proactive steps to hold 
the Under-17 Women's 
World Cup in India and 
scheduled Monday for 
further hearing in the case.

The FIFA suspension 
f o l l o w s  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court's appointment of  a 
three-member Committee 
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o 
manage the affairs of  the All 
India Football Federation 
and to conduct elections for 
new office bearers by the 
end of  August under a new 
constitution

T h e  c o u r t  i n  M ay 

ousted Praful Patel  as 
president of  the AIFF for 
not holding elections that 
were due by December 2020 
and for continuing in the 
position following that date.

FIFA suspended the 
AIFF on Monday because 
of  “undue influence from 
third parties.”

It said the suspension 
was effective immediately 

and that the transgression 
“const i tutes  a serious 
violation of  the FIFA 
statutes.”

“The suspension will 
be lifted once an order to set 
u p  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  
administrators to assume 
the powers of  the AIFF 
executive committee has 
been repealed and the 
A I F F  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

rgentine forward, 

AGiovanni Simeone 
has joined Napoli 

on loan for the rest of  the 
season from Verona, the 
two clubs announced on 

Thursday. The 27-year-old, 
the son of  Atletico Madrid 
coach Diego Simeone, is 
coming off  his most prolific 
season in Serie A after 
scoring 17 goals for Verona 
last term.

The deal could become 

permanent next summer 
for a fee of  12 million euros 
($12.2 million) if  certain 
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m e t , 
according to Italian media.

“He's someone Napoli 
needs. And Napoli is what 
the player needs. He's a 
good signing,” Napoli 
coach Luciano Spalletti 
said last weekend.

Only Ciro Immobile, 
D u s a n  V l a h ov i c  a n d 
Lautaro Martinez scored 
more goals in Serie A last 
season than Simeone, who 
will provide back-up to 
Niger ia  in ter nat ional 
Victor Osimhen.

N a p o l i ,  w h o  l o s t 
Lorenzo Insigne and club 
r e c o r d  s c o r e r  D r i e s 
Mer tens  in  the  c lose 
season, are also reportedly 
close to completing a move 
for  Sassuo lo  forward 
Giacomo Raspadori.

regains full control of  the 
AIFF's daily affairs,” FIFA 
said.

The FIFA Under-17 
Women's World Cup is 
scheduled for Oct. 11-30 
with four games on the 
opening day, including host 
India against the United 
States and Brazil against 
Morocco in Group A.

old Portugal international 
and signing him up to a five-
year deal.

The midfielder had been 
touted as a possible signing 
for Liverpool and Chelsea 
this  summer,  with the 
Brazilian-born star already 
playing in the Champions 
League for Sporting and 
expected to remain in that 
competition.

However, Nunes has 
ended up at Molineux, and 
it is largely thanks to the 
Portuguese contingent at 
Wolves, with plenty of  his 
compatriots convincing 
him to join them.

 'I think the club itself  
[convinced him] and also I 
spoke  to  some o f  my 
teammates because I play 
with them for the national 

matches this season so will 
be available to play very 
soon for his new side, 
although he has confirmed 
that he cannot play at Spurs 
on Saturday, saying: 'I could 
play tomorrow already, but 
I can't because the game is 
Saturday, but I'm looking 
forward to it.'

from Sunderland,' he said. 
'So I learned English with 
him since I was a little kid, 
and in school as well, school 
taught me a lot, and I 
learned from engaging, and 
when you learn as a kid, it's 
much easier.'

Nunes  has  a l r eady 
played two Primeira Liga 

team,' Nunes said. 'The 
coach as well, he really 
wanted me, and I wanted to 
play in the Premier League. 
I think it's the right next step 
for me and I'm very happy 
to be here.

'Ruben [Neves], [Joao] 
Moutinho, I spoke to all of  
them and asked them stuff, 
and they all said great stuff  
about the club – [Jose] Sa as 
well, so I'm glad to be here.

'For sure. I've wanted to 
come here for a long time 
now. This is the best league 
in the world for sure and, 
like I said, it's the best step 
for me and I'm ready.

 'I wanted to know what 
t h e  m i s t e r  [ m a n a ge r ] 
expects from me, and it's 
good to know he has a lot of  
expectations on me, that he 
believes in me, and that 
gives me the will to work 
hard and prove that he's 
right as well.'

Nunes also revealed that 
he has a connection to 
England, with his stepdad 
hailing from the North East.

'My stepdad is actually 
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fter launching an 

Ainvestigation into 
the racial abuse 

h a u l e d  a t  N i g e r i a 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  V i c t o r 
Osimhen by some fans of  
Hellas Verona, the Italian 
S e r i e  A  d i s c i p l i n a r y 
commission has fined the 
club the sum of  €12,000. 

Napoli travelled to the 
S t a d i o  M a r c a n t o n i o 
Bentegodi on Monday for 
their opening fixture of  the 
2022/23 Serie A season, in 
what was an entertaining 
goal thriller encounter. 

The Gialloblu tried to 
match the Partenopeans but 
the gulf  in class was glaring 
as the victors emerged 
winners 5-2. 

The opening day fixture 

porting Lisbon have 

Sinformed they would 
be  wi l l ing  to  take 

Cristiano Ronaldo, but only 
on a free transfer, according 
to the UK Independent.

Ronaldo spent his early 
career with the Portuguese 
club before he joined United 
in 2003.

H i s  m o t h e r,  M a r i a 
Dolores dos Santos Aveiro, 
has always dreamed of  seeing 
the five-time Ballon d'Or 
winner back playing at the 
Estadio Jose Alvalade, even 
claiming to have told him: 
“Son, before I die, I want to 
see you return to Sporting.”

And now that dream 

could become a reality, with 
Sporting keen to re-sign 
Ronaldo, who's desperate to 
play Champions League 
football.

It is believed they have 

ormer Chelsea and FA r s e n a l  w i n g e r, 
Willian is training 

with Fulham as he seeks a 
move back in European 
football after a brief  spell 
with Corinthians.

The Cottagers have yet 
to offer the 34-year-old a 
contract and are keeping the 
arrangement casual as the 

anchester United Mhave reportedly 
been offered the 

chance to sign Arkadiusz 
Milik from Marseille.

Marseille are said to be 
keen on cashing in on the 28-
year-old before the transfer 
w i n d o w  c l o s e s  o n 
September 1.

According to Amazon 

Prime Sport, the French 
L i g u e  1  s i d e  h a v e 
“proposed” the Poland 
international to several 
c l u b s,  i n c l u d i n g  M a n 
United.

Man United's Premier 
League rivals Everton are 
also said to be interested in 
signing Milik, who has 
attracted interest from a 

number of  teams following 
his impressive displays for 
club and country.

Meanwhile, Serie A 
giants Juventus are also 
reportedly keen on Milik.

Marseille have placed a 
£17million price tag on the 
player.

Brazil international awaits 
offers on a free transfer.

Willian left his home 
country after his family grew 
unsettled and sought a return 
to Europe, where he has 
spent most of  his adult life.

Marco Silva saw an 
opportunity to bring in an 
international player to help 
lift the level of  his training 
sessions as he awaits further 
signings.

made contact with United, 
offering to take him off  their 
hands if  United terminate his 
lucrative contract, meaning 
they wouldn't receive a fee.

Having previously ruled 

out a sale in pre-season, the 
Red Devils are now debating 
whether to getting rid of  
Ronaldo after his behaviour 
during the early stages of  the 
new campaign.

was however marred by 
racis t  chants  a imed at 
O s i m h e n  f r o m  s o m e 
sections of  the home fans. 

A section of  the home 
support launched monkey 
chants at the Super Eagles 
striker, the latest episode of  
racist chanting at Verona, 
who have a long history of  
far-right sympathies among 
their hardcore support. 

The 23-year-old, who 
kept his cool throughout the 
game, however, had the last 
laugh after taunting the 
Verona fans on scoring his 
side's second goal. The 
Nigerian also assisted the 
fifth, laying on for teammate 
Matteo Politano to poke 
home. 

Osimhen mocked the 

fans by pretending to cry into 
the camera as he celebrated 
his goal with his teammates.

Meanwhile, according to 
an Italian publication, el 
g r a f i c o ,  t h e  l e a g u e ' s 
disciplinary commission 
found the home side guilty 
and has hit them with a fine. 

“Hellas Verona was fined 
€12,000 for considering that 
it allowed its fans to carry 
out racist chants against the 
player Victor Osimhen, from 
Napoli, during the match 
between the two teams for 
the first date of  Serie A of  

igeria born British 

Npugilist and two 
time heavyweight 

champion, Anthony Joshua 
has rubbished talks that he 
might be forced to retire 
should he lose the all-
i m p o r t a n t  r e m a t c h  t o 
O l e k s a n d r  U s y k  o n 
Saturday.

Nigeria born British 
pug i l i s t  and  two  t ime 
heavyweight champion 
A n t h o n y  Jo s h u a ,  h a s 
rubbished talks that he 
might be forced to retire 
should he lose the all-
i m p o r t a n t  r e m a t c h  t o 
O l e k s a n d r  U s y k  o n 
Saturday.

While Joshua was the 
f a v o r i t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t 
encounter,  he 's  widely 
viewed as the underdog in 
the rematch.

Usyk is viewed as one of  
the best pound-for-pound 
fighters in the sport which is 
w h y  J o s h u a  f e e l s  i t s 
n o n s e n s e  t o  s u g g e s t 
retirement if  he loses the 
second meeting to the 
Ukranian boxer.

“I'm competing with a 
pound-for-pound fighter,” 
Joshua told AFP.

“I'm not losing against 
some has-been. It's crazy to 
suggest I should retire. If  I 
would lose to one of  the top 

fighters of  the world today 
[people would say] 'Oh he 
should retire, he lost to one 
of  the best'. What type of  
nonsense is that?

“If  people really want me 
to walk away, then cool. I 
ain't begging no one. People 
always ask questions and 
they're entitled to their 
q u e s t i o n s .  F o r  m e 
personally, I still want to 
compete. I love it.  It 's 
challenging, but I love the 
challenge. Sometimes I 
question whether I want to 
do it, it's that hard. It's not an 
easy job but I've got the will, 
I've got the strength to keep 
on pushing.”

Italian football. 
“After the first day of  

S e r i e  A  2 0 2 2 / 2 3 ,  a n 
investigation into Hellas 
Verona-Naples was opened 
w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Prosecutor's Office, which 
considers it necessary to 
clarify and identify those 
responsible for the first racial 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c h o i r s 
against a Napoli player.” 

Last season Verona were 
ordered to close a section of  
their stadium for one match 
after racist chants from a 
section of  their supporters. 

English Premier League
13:30 Tottenham – Wolves -GG 
16:00 Crystal Palace - Aston Villa - 1 
16:00 Everton - Nottingham - X
16:00 Fulham - Brentford – X2
16:00 Leicester – Southampton – 1X 
18:30 Bournemouth – Arsenal – X2
15:00 Leeds – Chelsea – GG/Over 2.5 
17:30 Newcastle - Manchester City – X2

German Bundesliga
15:30 Augsburg – Mainz - GG
15:30 Bayer Leverkusen – Hoffenheim – X2
15:30 Dortmund - Werder Bremen – Over 
1.5

15:30 Stuttgart - Freiburg – 1X
15:30 Wolfsburg - Schalke - 1
18:30 Union Berlin - RB Leipzig – Over 2.5

Italian Serie A
18:30 Torino - Lazio – X2
18:30 Udinese - Salernitana – Over 1.5
20:45 Inter - Spezia – 1 and over 2.5
20:45 Sassuolo – Lecce – 1

Spanish La Liga
17:30 Osasuna - Cadiz CF - 1
19:30 Mallorca – Betis – X2
22:00 Celta Vigo - Real Madrid – Over 2.5

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Osimhen

Verona fined €12,000 for Osimhen racist chants 

Cristiano Ronaldo set for return to former club 

Ronaldo

Anthony Joshua rubbishes
retirement talks

Willian training with Fulham in
search of free transfer

Transfer: Man Utd offered Milik

Joshua

Willian


