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Ohanaeze Youth Council cautions Akeredolu 
over speech on South East presidency
By Grace Ofurum

T
he apex Socio-cultur-
al youth organization 
of  Ohanaeze Ndig-

bo Worldwide, Ohanaeze 
Youth Council OYC has 
cautioned the governor of  
Ondo state Gov Rotimi Ak-
eredolu over his recent out-
burst on the 2023 south east 
presidential agenda

According to a statement 
issued by the president of  
the group comrade Igboay-
aka Igboayaka and made 
available to NewsEcho, 

the president recalled that 
Governor Akeredolu has 
been a frontline advocate 
for the presidency return to 
Southern Nigeria in 2023.

Igboayaka while reacting 
to the recent comment by 
the governor where he reit-
erated his desire to have ei-
ther of  Bola Tinubu or Mr. 

Peter Obi emerge as the next 
President of  Nigeria come 
2023 said

Gov. Akeredolu as a 
“political chameleon who 
swings at every political 
interval, urging him to par-
ticularize the Zone that 
should produce president 
from Southern Nigeria.

Igboayaka stressed “that 
the clarion call for the South-
ern Nigeria Presidency 2023 
must be done with fairness, 
justice, and equity, adding: 
“therefore Gov. Akeredolu 
saying that he will be com-
fortable if  Bola Tinubu wins 
shows that he lacks sense of  
sound judgement, fairness, 
justice and equity”

“Gov. Akeredolu should 
purge himself  from so-
cio-political evil, and come 
out open to support pres-
idential candidate from 
South-east; it’s a moral bur-

den and question for Gov. 
Akeredolu to subscribe that 
president should return to 
Southwest after 8 years of  
President Gen. Olusegun 
Obasanjo (1999-2007) and 
8 years of  Vice president of  
Prof. Yemi Osibanjo (2015-
2023).

Continuing, the famous 
youth leader queried the 
reason for Gov. Akeredolu’s 
sudden swift and advocacy 
for a president of  Southwest, 
as he lamented thus “If  Gov. 
Akeredolu objects that presi-
dent shouldn’t remain in the 
Northern Nigeria after their 
8 years in power from Gen. 
Mohammadu Buhari (2015-
2023), why should power re-
turn to Southwest after their 
16 years of  presidency?

He lampooned Gov. Ak-
eredolu over his insensitivity 
to the cry for Equity, Fair-
ness and Justice as it regards 

the Nigeria’s policy, describ-
ing him as a man devoid of  
nobility.

“For noble men, any 
Yoruba person support-
ing Bola Tinubu after eight 
years of  reign as the Presi-
dent of  Nigeria, and another 
eight years of  vice presiden-
cy in Southwest, is not a hu-
man being, but a desperate 

wicked entity and shouldn’t 
live on earth where Justice, 
Equity and Fairness are 
practiced.

“This is 57 years yet 
South-east has not produced 
a president or ahead of  State 
of  Nigeria, Ndigbo are not 
slaves and wouldn’t want 
other tribes to be slave in 
power sharing in Nigeria.

“Gov. Akeredolu should 
be aware that Federal Char-
acter and Quota system was 
founded on equity and that 
should be respected in po-
litical sharing. Therefore, 
South-east producing the 
next president of  Nigeria is 
a FACE of  Federal charac-
ter and Quota system,” the 
statement reads in part.

Over speeding: 2 dead, 5 injured in
Anambra fatal clash 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A 
total of  two yet to 
be identified male 
adults have lost their 

lives due to over speeding. 
While three Male adults and 

two female adults sustained 
varying degrees of  injuries in 
a fatal accident that occurred 
on Tuesday along the Onit-
sha Enugu expressway in An-
ambra state. According to eye 
witness report, the cause of  
the accident was due to over 
speeding by the bus driver.

Confirming the report, AG 
Sector Public Education Of-
ficer, For Federal Road Safety 
Corps, Anambra Command, 
RC Margaret B. Onabe in a 
press statement made availa-
ble to News Echo said that “an 
Unidentified driver of  a Man 
truck with registration: FK-
J22XJ number and a Toyota 
Hiace bus with registration 
number: GDD68ZP was in-
volved in a Fatal road traffic 
crash  today 14th August, 
2022 at about 20:45hrs”.

Probable cause of  the crash 
was Road Obstruction and 
excessive Speed.

According to eyewitness 
report, “the truck developed 
fault and was abandoned by 
the truck driver after plac-
ing caution sign at the front 
and rear. The bus driver was 
on speed and rammed into 
the truck from the rear and 
crashed.” 

The statement further not-
ed that “12 people compro-
mising 8 male adults and 4 
female adults were involved 
in the crash.

5 people compromising 
3 male adults and 2 female 
adults sustained varry degree 
of  injuries. 2 male adults were 
killed.”

As at the time of  filling 
this report, the FRSC first 
responders from RS5.33 Nte-
je Unit Command took the 
injured victims to yet to be 
confirmed hospital, while the 
dead victims were taken to 
New Word mortuary Nteje.

Governor Wike commissions Port Harcourt 
International Airport New VIP lounge

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt 

I
n what looks like a dif-
ferent approach to his 
style of  inviting mem-

bers of  the opposition party 
to commission or flag off  
his project,  Rivers state 
governor, Nyesom Wike 
today commission a new 
VIP wing of  the Port Har-
court International airport, 
Omagwa.

This is despite the pres-
ence of  his invited guest, 
the Bauchi State governor, 
Bala Mohammed. At the 
end of  his speech, Gover-
nor Wike who would usu-
ally invite the special guest 
of  honor to speak to the 

people and commission the 
project, simply ask Gover-
nor Bala Mohammed to 
accompany him to cut the 
ribbon.

  Earlier on, Governor 
Wike had expressed con-
cerns that the Federal Air-
port Authority may not be 
able to maintain the facility.

He therefore called on the 
contractor of  the project 
to forward to him the cost 
of  maintaining the project. 
Rivers state Governor Nye-
som Wike says he does not 
intend to become a minister 
after his tenure as governor. 

This is despite reports 
that a ministerial position 
is one of  the demands from 
his camp as part of  condi-

tions to work for the Pres-
idential candidate of  the 
People’s Democratic Party, 
Atiku Abubakar. 

Wike made the clarifi-
cation during the commis-
sioning of  the newly con-
structed VIP lounge at the 
Port Harcourt International 
Airport Omagwa on Tues-
day.  

He said Rivers state can 
only produce one minister 
and he is not interested in 
the position. 

The Governor also chal-
lenged leaders of  the PDP 
in the state to come home 
and campaign for their 
presidential candidate, in-
stead of  carrying rumors 
against him in Abuja.

IGP commissions Armoured Personnel 
Carriers in Imo
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Inspector general 
of  police IGP Us-
man Alkali Baba has 

commissioned the launch 
of  the  Armoured Person -
al (APCs)  procured by the 
Imo state governor, senator 
Hope Uzodimma  to aid in 
fighting crime and insecurity 

that has bedeviled the state in 
the recent times. The launch 
took place at the Imo state 
government house on Tues-
day.  

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, the Inspector General of  
police, stated that Imo state 
has a peculiar security chal-
lenge as one of  the major 
commercial heartbeat of  the 

south- east and applauds the 
governor for using the scarce 
resources of  the state to em-
bark on such project to equip 
and re- energize the state’s 
security architecture. 

He maintained that the 
procurement and launch 
of  the Vehicles will change 
the political narrative of  the 
state.  According to the IGP, 
the Imo state government is 
totally committed in address-
ing the fear of  the people on 
the current security threats 
across the state.

The IGP who described 
the governor as the most 
security conscious citizen, 
focused and police friendly 
governor further advised that 
for the training and mainte-
nance of  the assets to guar-
antee durability and effective 
deployment while the police 
force will employ the appro-
priate measures to that effect.

His Excellency Senator 
Hope Uzodimma in his 
speech maintained that the 
procurement of  the launch 
of  the armoured vehicles will 
intensify his efforts towards 
fighting crimes and insecuri-
ty in the state.

“I’m innocent of ritual accusations,
rats are guilty!” 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he man whose mor-
tuary was destroyed 
at Ndiolumbe, Nvosi, 

Isiala Ngwa South LGA of  
Abia State has spoken out 
from his place of  refuge, de-
nying any involvement in hu-
man parts business.

Rather, he has explained 
that the body of  one of  the 
corpse deposited in his de-
stroyed mortuary was bitten 

in a spot by rats living inside 
the mortuary.

This, he said, made the fam-
ily members of  the deceased 
to raise alarm that he cut off  
the body of  their relation for 
ritual purposes, despite his ex-
planations to them.

It would be recalled that 
youths of  Ndiolumbe two 
weeks ago, destroyed the 
Prince ‘O’ Mortuary located 
in their community, over the 
reports that the owner was al-
legedly involved in  tampering 

with body parts corpses kept 
in the mortuary.

During the invasion, the 
mob brought out corpses 
kept in the mortuary outside, 
pulled down the building 
and set it ablaze, including a 
sports utility vehicle (SUV) 
ablaze.

But the mortuary propri-
etor, who simply identified 
himself  as Prince, said it was 
the alarm raised by the family 
of  the deceased that attracted 
the mammoth crowd of  vil-
lagers to descend on his mor-
tuary and other property.

According to him, when 

Rescued 8-yr old
rape victim recuperating
at COOUTH,
Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

F
ollowing the need to 
salvage the medical 
situation of  the eight 

year old rape victim from 
Ifitedunu, the honorable 
commissioner for women 
and social welfare, Hon Ify 
Obinabo took steps by mak-
ing sure she got her admitted 
into COOU teaching hospi-
tal immediately. 

News Echo gathered that 
since the incident, the pro-
gress report has been amaz-
ing as the eight year old’s 
swollen body has come 
down and she has been re-
sponding to treatment too. 

Although still admitted, 
the victims grandmother, 
Mrs Christiana Akpi, appre-
ciated the efforts of  the state 
government through the 
women and social welfare 
Commissioner and prayed 
for speedy recovery of  her 
grandchild.

Recall that according to 
the initial medical report, it 
was said that the victim is 
having complications with 
her kidney which may be as 
a result of  infection from the 
rape and defilement incident.

information went round the 
entire villages alleging that 
he was tampering with body 
parts of  corpses in his care, 
the natives, especially those 
who deposited corpses in the 
mortuary went on rampage 
against him, pulling down 
and burning his mortuary 
and ambulance.

Prince who maintained his 
innocence, explained that rats 
sometimes, bite body parts of  
corpses, which is the reason 
pussycats are kept inside mor-
tuaries to chase out the rats.

He said he begged and ex-
plained this to the family but 
to no avail. Prince revealed 
that the roaring mob could 
have killed him had he not 
escaped shortly before their 
arrival at the mortuary.

- Owner of  destroyed mortuary 
speaks from hiding 
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Campaign advert rates:
Civil Society backs Soludo

Heads to roll as Abia govt 
accuses Ikpeazu’s aids, media 
team of  sabotaging him
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State government 
has vowed to discover 
and sack all “unpat-

riotic and redundant office 
holders” from their duties 
soon. This even as the gov-
ernment has fingered some 
members of  Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu’s media team in 
engaging in subversive activi-
ties against the same govern-
ment they were supposedly 
engaged to serve. 

In a statement by Commis-
sioner for Information and 
Strategy, Barr Eze Chikam-
nayo, the government said 
a thorough investigation of  
activities of  all aides of  the 
Governor would be carried 
out in local government- by- 
local government basis, warn-
ing that all appointees found 
wanting would be sacked. 

The warning by the Com-
missioner read,” Government 
has observed with dismay that 
some aides of  the Governor 
and even purported media 
team members are engaging 

in subversive activities against 
the leadership of  the govern-
ment they are engaged to serve 
either by their actions and or 
inactions.” “Consequently, 
government has approved a 
thorough investigation of  the 
activities of  all aides of  the 
Governor   to ensure that nor-
malcy is quickly restored.” 

The statement concluded, 
“Beginning from Monday, 
15th August,  we shall con-
duct a local government by 
local government audit o f  
the activities of  all  Political 
appointees to weed out redun-
dant and unpatriotic Office 
holders.” 

The planned purge may not 
be unconnected with alleged 
activities of  ‘double loyalty’ 
involving some aides to Gov-
ernor Ikpeazu who are being 
alleged to be   ‘eating from 
two plates’. Some of  the said 
aides, News Echo gathered, 
have in recent times, allegedly 
exhibited soft spots for some 
guber candidates in opposi-
tion political parties, while still 
retaining their jobs as aides to 
the Governor.

Governors and former governors Mimiko, Wike, Duke, Peter Obi, Dankwambo, Ortom, Adoke and others at the Government House in PH, 
Monday.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

“
When political parties 
and actors are made to 
account for political cam-

paign resources, it becomes 
a lot easier to calibrate their 
activities thereby, enforcing 
political campaign financing 
rules”

The National Coalition on 
Improved Service Delivery 
(NACOISED) a network of  
citizens advocating for good 
Governance and rule of  law 
has thrown its weight behind 
the recent directives by An-
ambra State government on 
signage regulations concern-
ing Political campaigns ad-
vertisements.

According to the notice, 
materials for advertising such 
as posters, public address sys-
tem, banners, fliers, bunting, 
T-shirts, caps and sundries 
must be fully paid for and 
approved by the government 
authorities before they could 
be displayed for public con-
sumption in any part of  the 
State.

The National Coordinator 
of  the group, Prince Chris 
Azor, during an interface 
with newsmen, stated that 
the initiative was in line with 

the Electoral Act, 2022 as it 
concerns Political campaign 
financing and making admin-
istrative resources work for all 
the people.

According to the Civil Soci-
ety advocate, State Adminis-
trative Resources (SARS) are 
resources put at the disposal 
of  public institutions for the 
conduct of  governmental 
or public affairs. SARs in-
clude legislative, regulatory, 
coercive and institutional re-
sources. Abuse of  SARs for 
electioneering campaigns is 
illegal, unethical and against 
best practices. Institutional 
resources generally refer to 
government resources like 
employees, vehicles, offices, 
contractors, equipment, sta-
tionery, building, symbols of  
authority, etc.

The Code of  Conduct for 
Political Parties 2013 in S.3 
(17) states that: All parties 
shall discourage their mem-
bers in government from 
using their power of  incum-
bency to the disadvantage of  
other parties or their candi-
dates during elections, use of  
government vehicles, equip-
ment and facilities for parti-
san political campaigns etc.

In line with S.95 (2) of  the 
Electoral Act 2022 which 

Ebonyi PDP Chair hails Appeal Court ruling 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Chairman, PDP 
Ebonyi State Hon 
Okorafor Tochukwu 

Okorie has hailed the judge-
ment of  the Court of  Appeal 
which restored him as the 
substantive Chairman of  the 
party in Ebonyi State.  

The Court of  Appeal Abu-
ja Division had nullified and 
set aside the judgment of  the 
FHC of  April 13, 2022 which 
installed Mr. Silas Onu as 
Chairman PDP Ebonyi State 
chapter and restored Oko-
rafor Tochukwu Okorie as 
substantive Chairman of  the 
party in the state. 

In a unanimous decision, 
the 3-man panel of  Justices 
held that that the trial court 
erred when it assumed ju-
risdiction to hear the matter 
being an internal affair of  the 
party which is not justice able. 

In his reaction to the ruling, 
the Chairman, PDP, Ebonyi 
state, Hon Tochukwu Okorie 
in a statement described the 
judgment as victory for all 
and congratulated the mem-
bers of  the Party, stakeholders 
and entire Ebonyians for the 
victory.

The statement reads: “Yes-
terday, August 15, 2022 the 
Appeal Court sitting in Abuja 
summarily restored the man-
date freely given to me by the 
members of  our great party, 
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) as the substantive 
Chairman of  the party in 
Ebonyi State. I congratulate 
all our teeming members, un-
relenting supporters, leaders, 
stakeholders and the entire 
Ndi-Ebonyi on this momen-
tous victory”. 

“This victory is indeed our 
victory and I am humbled by 
the outpouring of  love, soli-
darity and goodwill that have 

been showered on me, and 
most especially the way our 
members have tenaciously 
stood by me and the party 
throughout this period.” 

“I am therefore using this 
opportunity to implore our 
members to end the disagree-
ments as the time to move 
forward is now.” 

“In a few weeks campaigns 
for the 2023 general elections 
will kick off  in full steam. 
PDP remains the only grass-
roots party in Ebonyi State, 
the PDP remains the hope of  
restoration for the oppressed 
people of  our dear Ebonyi 
State, the PDP remains the 
hope and the way forward for 
Ndi Ebonyi.

The time to recalibrate is 
now.” “Consequently, in this 
collective victory, I am calling 
on all members of  our party, 
aspirants, and candidates for 
various elective positions un-
der our beautiful umbrella to 
close ranks with one another. 

Let’s work together to re-

re-enacts Sec.100 (2) of  
the 2010 Electoral Act (as 
amended), State apparatus 
including the media shall not 
be employed to the advantage 
or disadvantage of  any politi-
cal party or candidate at any 
election. 

In order to factor in cam-
paign finance abuses and en-
sure a level playing field for all 
contestants, the new Electoral 
Act 2022 spells out campaign 
finance ceilings and penalties 
for violations. These are  two-
fold,. one for the candidates 
and another for the political 
parties.

Section 88 of  the new Act 
places limitation of  election 
expenses on candidates. Sub 
(2) says the maximum elec-
tion expenses to be incurred 
by a candidate at a presiden-
tial election shall not exceed 
N5bn (Used to be N1bn); 
(3) The maximum amount 
of  election expenses to be 
incurred by a candidate in 
respect of  governorship elec-
tion shall not exceed N1bn. 
(Used to be N200m); The 
maximum amount of  elec-
tion expenses to be incurred 
by a candidate in respect of  
senatorial and House of  Rep-
resentatives seats shall not 
exceed N100m and N70m 
respectively (It used to be 
N40m and N20m respective-

ly); (5) In the case of  State 
Assembly election, the max-
imum amount of  election 
expenses to be incurred by 
a candidate shall not exceed 
N30m.

Furthermore, subsection 
(6) says “In the case of  a 
chairmanship election to an 
Area Council, the maximum 
amount of  election expenses 
to be incurred by a candidate 
shall not exceed N30m (Used 
to be N10m) sub. (7) says in 
the case of  Councillorship 
election to an Area Council, 
the maximum amount of  
election expenses to be in-
curred by a candidate shall 
not exceed N5m. (Used to be 
N1m) and subsection (8) says 
no individual or other entity 

shall donate to a candidate 
more than N5m

There is need to monitor 
and enforce the provision of  
the Electoral Act. And this 
requires the collaboration of  
INEC, Civil Society includ-
ing the Media and academia, 
law enforcement agents, etc., 
to breathe life into the enact-
ment. The 2023 polls provide 
an opportunity to entrench 
ethics in government, which 
starts with credible polls 
where SAR is made to work 
for all and not be abused.

“When political parties and 
actors are made to account for 
political campaign resources, 
it becomes a lot easier to cal-
ibrate their activities thereby, 
enforcing political campaign 
financing rules” he conclud-
ed.

vive the love and brotherhood 
that gave us victories since 
1999 till date. Let us be re-
minded that PDP has hardly 
lost election in Ebonyi State”.

“In the next few days, we 
shall be rolling out our plans 
for greater PDP in Ebonyi 
State. The PDP is one united 
family, despite the fact that 
we may have different orien-
tations, ambitions, and group 
loyalties, we are united under 
the capable umbrella”.

“Let me specifically call 
on aggrieved members of  
the party to explore inter-
nal mechanisms in seeking 
peaceful resolutions of  their 
grievances and let all hands 
be on deck working together 
for our collective victory.

 I want to assure us all that 
we shall keep our eyes on the 
ball and, God willing, will 
eventually achieve the desired 
outcome. PDP is the most en-
trenched and dominant party 
in Ebonyi State. This is the 
fact that must now be re-en-
acted”, he stated.

.. Says decision favours campaign finance regulations

... Group to monitor compliance

.. Dedicates victory to ‘all’ 
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Editorial

lthough, political parties are allowed to 

Aset up screening committees for 
aspirants desirous of  contesting on the 

platform of  such parties ahead of  an election, 
which is to ensure the presentation of  qualified 
and credible candidates in line with the 
requirements for qualification of  a candidate to 
run for an office the candidate desires as 
provided for by the 1999 constitution, which is 
the ground norn. Against this background, the 
Electoral Act, 2022 in section 84(3) has raised a 
caution which clearly reveal the scope and limit 
within which a political party can disqualify an 
aspirant for election, and anything short of  
same may amount to the party acting ultra-vice, 
an act that can be liken to the adventure of  
“Mungo park, engaging in the dreadful task of  
looking for the source of  the Niger river”. For 
clarity, may I reproduce the provision of  section 
84(3) of  the Electoral Act:

“A political party shall not impose 
nomination, qualification or disqualification 
criteria, measures or conditions, in its 
constitution, guidelines or rules for nomination 
of  candidates for elections, except as prescribed 
in sections 65, 66, 106, 107, 137, 177, and 187 of  
the constitution”

By law, except for issues as to the 
authenticity of  an aspirant as a card carrying 
member of  a political party, political parties are 
forbidden to go outside the qualifications set for 
candidates as provided for in the 1999 
constitution, sections 65, 66, 106, 107, 137, 177, 
and 187, in search of  more grounds upon which 
to disqualify candidates for an election. A 
political party by the Electoral Act, upon its 
screening exercise, is bound to comply or adopt 
any of  the procedure for nomination of  
candidates as provided for under section 84(2) 
of  the Electoral Act, and thereafter present to 
the electoral commission (INEC) an aspirant 
who has emerged successful from the said valid 
process.

On the strength of  the provision of  the 
electoral act, the Act has successfully removed 
the carpet from under the feet of  political parties 
upon which they can stand and import 
extraneous standards to disqualify aspirants for 
an election, rather places a duty on political 
parties to comply with the provisions of  the 
Electoral  Act  in  the nominat ion and 
sponsorship of  candidates for elections. 
Therefore, all requirements by political parties 
for qualification and disqualification of  a 
candidate are advised to be within the 
circumference of  all the constitutional 
requirements for election into that office.

As an aside and by way of  further 
expanding this argument, it is important to note 
that even the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) is not empowered by law 
to unilaterally disqualify a candidate from 
participating in an election. A community 
reading of  the entire provisions of  the 1999 
Constitution and the Electoral Act 2022, there 
is no provision that empowers INEC to 
disqualify a candidate from contesting 
elections. As far back as 2017, the Supreme 
Court laid this to rest in Action Congress & 
Anor v. INEC reported in vol. 12 NWLR (part 

1048) 270 at page 27, when my Lord per 
Onnoghen JSC, said “I have no hesitation 
whatsoever in holding that having regards 
tontge state of  the applicable law, the 
Respondent (INEC) has no power either under 
the 1999 Constitution or Electoral Act, or other 
law to screen or disqualify any candidate for any 
election in Nigeria”.

Without prejudice to the importance of  
political parties as 'the Vehicle which conveys 
candidates through the electoral process to win 
an election' their roles and duties at the stage of  
screening,  nomination and sponsorship of  
candidates is one which is more of  a watch dog, 
ensuring that the party fields credible 
candidates which will not be subject of  
disqualification by reason of  the constitutional 
standards for disqualification of  candidates 
under the various constitutional provisions as 
enshrined in the 1999 constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.

It is against this background that political 
parties in Nigeria are urged not to engage in 
'wide goose chase' in the name of  exercising 
their powers to screen, nominate and sponsor 
candidates ahead of  election…as going outside 
this parameters expressly stated in the 1999 
constitution and re-echoed by the Electoral Act 
2022 wil l  only leave pol i t ical  par t ies 
entertaining unsolicited pre-election Litigation 
from members(aspirants) of  the political party, 
same which cer ta inly  i s  wi thin  thei r 
constitutional rights. See Section 285(14) (a) of  
the Constitution and Section 84(12) Electoral 
Act 2022.

Nevertheless the rights of  Aspirants to seek 
redress in court, which I am not by any means 
underestimating by reason of  my write up. The 
remedial procedure of  pre-election litigations, 
are  most  t imes  not  wi thout  negat ive 
implications on the political parties, upon 
which these same litigants seeking justice are 
meant to be flag bearers.  These disputes in 
courts are not without shortcomings for the 
party, to wit: it threatens unity among party 
members, it questions the loyalty of  litigants 
who approach courts for redress, ultimately, 
some serious pre-election disputes may lead to a 
political party exemption from participation in 
a general election or losing entirely seats already 
won by the party for certain irregularities 
occasioned in the electoral build up process 
(pre-election).

For instance, the notorious case of  the 
Supreme Court nullifying the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) candidates' elections, and 
declaring the People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
winner of  Zamfara state polls in the 2019 
general election is still fresh in our memories. 
This was a product of  pre-election crises, 
touching on conducts of  primary elections in 
contravention of  the Electoral Act.

On the whole, political parties must learn to 
thread with caution in their role in ensuring that 
aspirants are properly presented on their 
platform ahead of  elections and on the long run 
successfully win elections, without suffering 
defeats as a result of  self-inflicted political 
injuries occasioned by certain undemocratic 
processes within the internal affairs of  the party.

On qualification and disqualification
of candidates for election: The role
of political parties
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Resolving the ASUU strike
By Eze Onyekpere

T
he strike of  the Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  
Universities is in its 
sixth month. Unfortu-

nately, the resolution of  the is-
sues in contention seems for now 
impossible considering the hard 
stance of  the contending parties. 

This discourse reviews the 
strike and its impact on the right 
to education, national develop-
ment and the desire for econom-
ic growth in Nigeria and ends 
with recommendations on the 
way forward.

 It is imperative to start by ac-
knowledging that education is an 
empowering right. It is a human 
right in itself  and the means and 
vehicle for the realisation of  oth-
er human rights. It is a vehicle for 
the liberation of  the poor, vulner-
able and marginalised as well as 
enabling the full participation of  
individuals and communities in 
economic, political and social 
life. 

Education facilitates the acqui-
sition of  knowledge, life skills, 
technical skills and problem-solv-
ing skills for the development of  
society. It is the fulcrum upon 
which value addition and tech-
nological breakthroughs revolve. 

In the modern societal context 
of  democratisation, education is 
important for democratic con-
solidation, enabling individuals 
to contribute as voters through 
making the right choices as free 
human beings, not being de-
ceived and entrenched in the big-
otry of  ethnicity, religion, place 
of  birth, sex, etc. Education is 
also needed to hold leadership to 
account for their stewardship.

Democracy presupposes ra-
tional human beings who un-
derstand issues and are able to 
exercise their franchise in their 
enlightened interest. Education 
positions the young to under-
stand their society so as to take 
over the levers of  leadership.  
It is against this critical back-
ground that education is always 
expected to be a priority in public 
budgets in consideration of  the 
plan, policy and budget contin-
uum. 

Education plans and policies 
show the pathways, the agreed 
societal goals and directions for 
the improvement of  education 
while the budget provides the re-
sources to drive the achievement 
of  the overall goals of  plans and 
policies. This is especially imper-
ative in the minimum core con-
tent of  the right to education. 

This minimum core content 
drives the minimum core state 
obligation in education. This 
minimum obligation has been 
articulated in the bundle identi-
fied as the right to basic educa-
tion.

 This is the basis of  Nigeria’s 
federal legislation that pro-

nounces basic education as com-
pulsory, free and universal. With 
the high number of  out-of-school 
children stated at 13 million, it is 
clear that the goals of  the univer-
sal basic education scheme are 
far from being realised. Further-
more, everyone is entitled to the 
satisfaction of  their basic learn-
ing needs which enables them to 
full and realistic participation in 
economic and social life. Going 
by the quality and functionality 
of  basic education delivered in 
our public schools, it is doubtful 
that basic education meets this 
standard. 

The ASUU strike revolves to a 
great extent on the issue of  fund-
ing of  public universities. Federal 
and state governments contend 
that there is the challenge of  pau-
city of  resources as the available 
resources are definitely not suffi-
cient to attend to national chal-
lenges in all the sectors including 
health, housing power, security, 
other infrastructure, etc. 

The authorities are even con-
tending that to meet ASUU’s de-
mands, they may need to borrow. 
This is true. This is coming at a 
time when Nigeria is broke and 
insolvent and would have been 
pencilled down for liquidation 
if  it were a private sector entity. 
This raises a poser: are ASUU’s 
demands unreasonable or outra-
geous? 

Obviously, their demands are 
extremely reasonable. But there 
is a deeper issue which is not 
generally brought to the fore and 
which underlies ASUU’s insist-
ence on receiving their dues even 
if  the heavens may fall. 

It is the fact that government 
only claims to be broke when it 
is the time to fund the relatively 
low wages of  university teachers.  
University teachers live in the 
same economy and are living 
witnesses to the humungous 
salaries, allowances and perks 

of  office of  the president, vice 
president, governors, deputy 
governors, legislators, ministers, 
commissioners, special assistants 
and all manner of  charlatans 
masquerading as political office 
holders. 

These “entitlements” of  politi-
cal office holders are not only in-
sensitive but nauseating and can-
not meet the most elementary 
test of  value for money consider-
ing that this is the political class 
that has run Nigeria aground in 
all facets of  national life - econo-
my, unity, insecurity, etc.

 The political leadership have 
failed, refused and neglected to 
do their jobs and have driven Ni-
geria into insolvency, a state that 
needs to borrow to service debts, 
the deepest insecurity situation 
(outside of  the civil war years) 
since independence, poorest 
health and education indicators, 
etc.

 But they do not blink an eye-
lid in their continued feasting 
on public resources. Paucity of  
resources is only raised when 
teachers demand a living wage. 

Beyond their official remuner-
ation, the political office holders 
have presided over the unmitigat-
ed looting of  public resources. If  
the system had been working, 
not less than sixty per cent of  
current office holders will be in 
jail while others will be awaiting 
their turn through judicial trials 
which will finally see them wear-
ing the prison uniform.

 The other major issue is that 
the authorities over the years 
have been obtaining the services 
of  tertiary teachers under false 
pretences contrary to our crimi-
nal laws.

Each time the government 
signs an agreement with ASUU, 
they make up their mind from 
the outset not to fulfil their part 
of  the bargain while ASUU on 
the strength of  the agreements 

go back to the classroom. 
Years after, the issues remain 

unresolved. Who needs this 
type of  governance which has 
become a naked display of  dis-
honesty, refusal to honour agree-
ments and lying to cheat persons 
who build wealth for society? 
It will be recalled that some 
prominent Nigerians had in the 
past called for a complete over-
haul of  the educational system 
including shutting it down for 
some time to make sense out of  a 
sector that is expected to deliver 
optimal results with suboptimal 
resources and funding. 

The strike is an evident weak-
ness and threat which provides 

opportunities for a review and 
fresh start.

 It is not all negative if  and 
only if  the gladiators see the 
positive sides of  the debacle. It 
provides the opportunity either 
by the present government or the 
incoming one to harmonise the 
entire remuneration structure 
across the public service – no sec-
tor should be left behind.

 There is an opportunity to re-
view the funding of  education, 
especially at the tertiary level. It 
even requires getting more ed-
ucation out of  the present poor 
funding through greater effi-
ciency and value for money ap-
proach. 

A situation as shown in our 
yearly budgets where uni-
versities vote funds for the 
purchase of  SUVs and oth-
er ostentatious items fritters 
away available resources.  
Various reports of  intra-univer-
sity crises show the usual public 
service contract inflation and 
procurement abuses. We need to 
ask: What is the role of  ASUU 
in overall education budgeting or 
the role of  the local chapters in 
determining funding priorities of  
each university?

 The Auditor General for the 
Federation keeps reporting on 
monies due to the public treasury 
but mismanaged by university 
administrations in an era where 
public funding of  universities is 
grossly inadequate.

 The funding of  tertiary edu-
cation is not contingent on any 
particular philosophy of  govern-
ance in terms of  absolute state 
funding or imposing school and 
user fees on students. 

The spirit of  our age and the 
reality of  our time demand that 
we explore all possible funding 
opportunities including endow-
ments and investments by uni-
versities, contributions by alum-
ni association members.

Chris Ngi g i      Emmanuel Oshodeke, ASUU Chairman

“ A situation as shown 
in our yearly budgets 
where universities vote 
funds for the purchase 
of SUVs and other os-
tentatious items fritters 
away available resources.  
Various reports of in-
tra-university crises show 
the usual public service 
contract inflation and pro-
curement abuses. We need 
to ask: What is the role 
of ASUU in overall ed-
ucation budgeting or the 
role of the local chapters 
in determining funding 
priorities of each univer-
sity? The Auditor General 
for the Federation keeps 
reporting on monies due 
to the public treasury but 
mismanaged by university 
administrations in an era 
where public funding of  
universities is grossly in-

adequate.
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he founder, Ajayi TP o l y t e c h n i c , 
Ikere Ekiti, Dr 

Busayo Ajayi, has said 
the current realities have 
made it imperative to 
redirect the Nigerian 
education system from 
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
employment-seeking 

he Academic Staff  TU n i o n  o f  
Universities has 

called on the National 

e l l b e i n g 

WFoundation 
A f r i c a  h a s 

s a i d  c o n t i n u o u s 
education of  nurses will 
boost quality healthcare 
delivery.

The  founder  and 
president of  WBFA, Mrs 
Toyin Saraki, made this 
known in a statement 
during the Lagos Health 
Service Commission's 
13th Annual  Nurses 
Scientific Conference.

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e 
which was titled, 'Nurses: 
A voice to lead, invest in 

nursing and respect rights 
to secure global health,' 
was organised to update 
nursing professionals on 
current trends in nursing 
practice.

S a r a k i ,  w h o s e 
Foundation donated the 
sum of  N1m to support 
t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
training objectives of  the 
Commission pointed out 
that efficient training, 
appropriate deployment 
of  nurses, midwives, and 
other providers in health 
care systems were key to 
ensuring universal health 
coverage.

Saraki, who is the 

inaugural Global Health 
Ambassador  for  the 
W o r l d  H e a l t h 
O r g a n i s a t i o n  
Foundation, said, ''The 
WHO estimates that an 
additional nine million 
nurses and midwives are 
needed if  the world is to 
achieve Universal Health 
Coverage by 2030.”

Also speaking at the 
conference, the wife of  
Lagos State, Governor, 
Dr Ibijoke Sanwo-Olu 
said, “Nurses are resilient 
and dynamic. Sadly, we 
need to go back to the 
drawing board to see why 
there is a high rate of  

brain drain in the sector. I 
commend the nursing 
practitioners and thank 
all nurses on behalf  of  the 
citizens of  Lagos State.”

Keynote  Speaker, 

Prof. Florence Adeyemo 

of  the Faculty of  Nursing 

S c i e n c e ,  L a d o k e 

Akintola University of  

T e c h n o l o g y , 

Ogbomosho, added that 

the  con t r ibu t ion  o f  

nurses in practice-based 

r e s e a r c h  wa s  a  k e y 

c o m p o n e n t  o f  

professional n

Universities Commission 
and the Edo Government 
t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e 
lingering industrial crisis 

a t  t h e  A m b r o s e  A l l i 
University, Ekpoma, in 
order to reposition the 
ins t i tu t ion for  be t ter 

learning and development. 
The ASUU, Benin 

Zone made the call on 
Monday in Benin at a news 

conference, addressed by 
the union's Coordinator, 
Prof. Fred Esumeh. 

Esumeh  said the 
union frowned at the poor 
f u n d i n g  a n d 
mismanagement of  the 
university's resources with 
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t ' s 
inab i l i t y  to  mee t  i t s 
obligation of  payment of  
staff  emoluments, which 
has led to irregular and 
se lec t ive  payment  o f  
salaries. 

He said,  “We are 
calling on the NUC and 
the Edo State Government 
t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e 
lingering industrial crisis 
at the AAU, Ekpoma, in 
order to reposition the 
ins t i tu t ion for  be t ter 
learning and development. 

 “The recent reduction 
in the monthly subvention 
of  the university to an 
abysmally low N41.3m 
from N270m has led to the 
workers being owed 20 
month salary arrears from 

2020 to date, with 15 
months of  unremitted 
sundry deductions to staff  
unions. 

“This has put the total 
amount the university 
owed the union members 
and associations at N4 
t r i l l i o n .  T h e  s t a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t 
intervene at this point to 
c l e a r  t h e  a r r e a r s  o f  
emoluments of  workers of  
the university.” 

“For what it is, the 
problem is a catalyst for 
i n d u s t r i a l  c r i s i s  a n d 
therefore a threat to the 
smooth running of  the 
academic calendar and the 
general administration of  
the university”, he said.

The ASUU leader 
also described the current 
management model in the 
institution as bizarre and 
f a r  f r o m  t h e  i d e a 
administrative style of  
university administration 
in the country.''

graduates were made 
employers of  labour by 
ensuring they acquired 
necessary skills to make 
them self-employed and 
job creators.

The founder, who 
spoke at Ikere Ekiti 
during the institution's 
f i f t h  m a t r i c u l a t i o n 

make an impact in this 
generation.

 '' The intervention of  
Ajayi Polytechnic in 
providing education is to 
reduce the number of  
u n e m p l o y e d  b y 
equipping our graduates 
with the required skills 
that will put them in 
positions to create jobs.

“ T h e  s t u d e n t s 

g r a d u a t e s  t o 
employment providers.

Ajayi lamented that 
Nigerian graduates were 
becoming a liability for 
parents after graduation 
due to their inability to 
ge t  jobs  a f t e r  the i r 
education, saying the 
way out was to ensure 

ceremony for 286 fresh 
National Diploma and 
H i g h e r  N a t i o n a l 
Diploma students for the 
2021/22 Session, told 
the freshers, “We are 
determined to groom 
you towards embracing 
positive virtues that are 
ideal for future leaders to 

matriculating today have 
been enrolled to learn 
one or two skills such as 
phone repairs, graphic 
d e s i g n ,  c o m p u t e r 
r e p a i r s ,  c a t e r i n g , 
hospital i ty  industr y 
management skills, etc. 
We want to make sure 
that no one out of  our 
students becomes jobless 
after graduating.”

h e  E b o ny i  S tate TG o v e r n o r  a n d 
Chairman of South-

East Governors' Forum, 
David Umahi, has said 
university education is not 
for everybody. 

This  was as Umahi 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  w a s 
unreasonable  for  the 

Federal Government, led 
by the President, Major-
Genera l  Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), to borrow 
over N1trn to meet the 
demands of the Academic 
Staff Union of Universities. 

The governor spoke 
against the backdrop of the 
ongoing industrial action 

by lecturers at the nation's 
varsities, when he received 
a delegation from the 
Nigerian Police Trust Fund 
by Dr Ben Akabueze, in 
Abakaliki, on Wednesday. 

The governor, who said 
education and security 
were the most challenging 
problems bedevilling the 

country, also pointed out 
t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s 
educational system is not 
p ro p e r l y  a r t i c u l a te d , 
adding that  the basic 
education every nation 
s t r i v e s  t o  a t t a i n  i s 
secondary or vocational 
education. 

Umahi said, “Our basic 

problems in this country 
remain security, health and 
education. Let me say a 
l itt le about education 
which is in our public 
domain. I think that our 
education system is not 
properly articulated. 

 “University education 
is not for everybody and 
that is the truth. The basic 
education every country 
s t r i v e s  t o  a t t a i n  i s 
secondary school  and 
vocational schools. These 
are the basic schools, and 
when you have these 
qualifications, you will be 
able to use it either to start 
up something or to be able 
to use it to be employed. 

“There is a need to 
review our educational 
system. It mustn't be for 
e v e r y b o d y.  I  a m  n o t 
ashamed that I have a first 
degree and my deputy is a 
PhD holder; it doesn't 
matter. It is what you bring 
on board. So, I cannot see 
how we cannot sit down 
w i t h  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e 

Academic Staff Union of 
Universities, and iron out 
this problem about the 
ASUU strike.

“I have read on social 
media, newspapers how 
students got into trouble 
just by sitting at home or 
engaging in means of 
keeping themselves busy 
instead of being in school. 

“There is no way the 
country Nigeria will go and 
borrow N1.1tn to meet 
ASUU's demands; it's quite 
unreasonable. Are their 
demands genuine? Yes, but 
we can start little by little. 

“So, it is important for 
A S U U  t o  s h o w  s o m e 
understanding and for 
those who are negotiating 
o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e 
government to also show 
some understanding. Let's 
meet ourselves halfway 
and open the schools to 
s a v e  t h e  fa t e  o f  o u r 
children.” 

Varsity union seeks end to AAU crisis 

Nursing education will boost quality
healthcare delivery – NGO 

Educationist counsels on self-reliant graduates 

Varsity education not for everybody, says Umahi 



Page 7Wednesday 17 - Thursday 18 August, 2022 

IC Nigeria and an Be x p e r i e n t i a l 
e d u c a t i o n 

platform, Enactus, have 
sa id  deve lop ing  the 
entrepreneurial mindset 
o f  y o u t h s  t o w a r d s 
becoming successful 
entrepreneurial leaders 
and social innovators will 
help grow the country's 
economy.

The duo said this in a 
statement made available 
to The PUNCH, during a 
par tnership business 

h e  T e r t i a r y TEducation Trust 
Fund, a Federal 

Government intervention 
agency, received a total of  
N 1 . 7 0 2  t r i l l i o n  i n 
education tax in nine 
years. 

The figure, which 
covers between 2011 and 
2019, was contained in a 
report prepared by the 
Fund and obtained by our 
correspondent in Abuja 
on Wednesday. 

Reports have it that 
t h e  a g e n c y  w a s 
established following the 
deteriorating educational 
infrastructure and falling 
standard of  education in 
the 1980s and early 1990s 

s u n  S t a t e 

OUniversity has 
stressed the need 

for enactment of  drug 
policy in Universities 
across the country to 
tackle the scourge of  
substance abuse among 
youths.

T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s 
C o l l e g e  o f  H e a l t h 
S c i e n c e s ,  i n  a 
communiqué issued at the 
end of  5-day Confrence 
t a g g e d ,  “ H e a l t h 
P r o m o t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development” called on 
government to implement 
N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h 
Promotion Policy for 
health development.

R e a d i n g  t h e 
communiqué, the College 
p r o v o s t ,  P r o f e s s o r 
A l e b i o s u  O l u t a y o 
represented by Dean, 
Faculty of  Basic Clinical 
Sciences, Professor Victor 
Mabayoje, said, “SDG3, 
which is the goal directly 
related to health can only 

be achieved by promoting 
health and addressing the 
determinants of  health 
through the lenses of  all of  
the SDGs.

“Nigeria is aware of  
the potentials of  health 
promotion for health 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s 
evidenced by the Goal of  
the  Nat iona l  Hea l th 
Promotion Policy which is 
'To empower the Nigerian 
populace to take timely 
a c t i o n s  i n  d i s e a s e 
prevention, improving 
their health and wellbeing 
as well as taking measures 
that ensure a healthy 
society'.

He maintained that the 
federal, state and local 
governments must engage 
i n  m e a n i n g f u l 
collaborative effort to stem 
o f f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s 
surrounding the country's 
healthcare system.

“The community can 
sustain their own health, 
and people are always 
ready to put their money 

where their mouth is. 
Simple health education 
and promotion will do the 
magic. Primary Health 
C a r e  c e n t r e  m o d e l s 
designed in alignment 
with the key principles of  
Alma matter are possible 
in Nigeria.

“Addressing Nigeria's 
health challenges means 
investing in highly cost-
effective health promoting 
policies and interventions 
which have extremely high 
cost-benefit ratios.”

He criticized the non-
implementation of  the 
goal  of  the National 
Health Promotion Policy, 
saying “Government must 
introduce drug policy in 
u n ive r s i t i e s  b e c a u s e 
substance use among 
youths these days has 
reached a worrisome 
proportion. Technocrats 
should be approved to 
head various agencies 
slated to development of  
SDGs.”

aple Canadian MCollege, Lekki, 
Lagos, has said 

only seven per cent of 
college and university 
s t u d e n t s  e a r n  a 
scholarship. 

A statement signed by 
M C C  s t a t e d  t h a t 
statistically, a total of 1.7 
million scholarships were 
awarded, due to either the 
l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f 
scholarship applicants 
competing for limited 
available scholarships. 

''Yearly, a total of 1.7 
million scholarships are 
a w a r d e d .  S t a t i s t i c s 
indicate that just seven 
per cent of college and 
university students will 
e a r n  a  s c h o l a r s h i p , 
nonetheless. 

''This is primarily due 
to either the large number 
of scholarship applicants 
competing for limited 
available scholarships or 
t h e  h i g h  a c a d e m i c 

requirements necessary 
to obtain one.'' 

It however, added that 
s t u d e n t s  o f  M a p l e 
Canadian College have 
received scholarships 
worth over $1m in the 
2021-22 academic year. 

 “As we announce the 
over $1m in scholarships 
awarded to our graduates 
by global institutions 
during the just concluded 
2021–2022 academic 
year, Maple Canadian 
College celebrates beating 
the odds,” the Principal, 
Mrs Tinuade Olufolabi 
said. 

The statement added 
that the school offered a 
g r a d e  1 2  C a n a d i a n 
curriculum programme 
t h a t  c o m b i n e d  t h e 
experience of on-site 
Canadian-trained course 
i n s t r u c t o r s  a n d  t h e 
Learning Management 
System.

She stressed that the 

p ro g ra m  h a d  h e l p e d 
graduates gain admission 
and scholarships into 
higher inst itutions in 
Canada, the United States, 
and the United Kingdom. 

Olufolabi said,  “We 
are proud of our 100 per 
cent admission success 
rate for post secondary 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  o u r 
graduating students into 
international universities 
and colleges as well as the 
over 90 per cent of our 
g r a d u a t e s  w h o  g o t 
scholarships total l ing 
more than $1m in the just 
c o n c l u d e d  a c a d e m i c 
session.” 

“Every caring parent's 
ambition is to provide 
their child with a world-
class education. Are they 
between the ages of 14 
a n d  1 8 ?  I f  s o ,  t h e 
opportunities are virtually 
limitless.” 

which led to agitations for 
reforms in the education 
sector. 

In response to the 
agitations which primarily 
came from the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e 
Education Tax Fund was 
established in 1993 under 
Act No 7 as amended by 
Act No 40 of  the 1998 as a 
trust fund and the 2011 
TETFund Establishment 
Act, with the objective of  
using project management 
to improve the quality of  
education in Nigeria. 

The main source of  
income available to the 
Fund is the two per cent 
education tax paid from 

the assessable profit of  
companies registered in 
Nigeria. 

T h e  F u n d 
a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  t a x 
imposed by the TETFund 
Act and disburses the 
a m o u n t  t o  t e r t i a r y 
educational institutions at 
the federal and state levels. 
I t  a l so  moni tors  the 
projects executed with the 
funds allocated to the 
beneficiaries. 

Commenting on the 
report, the agency noted 
that, “As of  2019, a total 
of  223 public tertiary 
institutions benefited from 
TETFund intervention; 
u n i v e r s i t i e s - 8 7 ; 
p o ly t e c h n i c s - 6 5  a n d 

colleges of  education -
71.”

Analysis of  the taxes 
received during the period 
revealed that in 2011, 
N128.5bn was generated 
as education tax; N188.37 
bn in 2012; and in 2013, 
the fund noted an increase 
in tax generated when it 
received N279.17 bn. 

In 2014, there was a 
decrease in tax generated 
when N 189.61 bn was 
received. 

In 2015, the Fund 
generated N207.43 bn 
worth of  education tax; in 
2016, there was a decrease 
when N130.12 bn was 
generated; and in 2017, it 
was N154.96 bn. 

The Fund noted a 
slight increase in 2018 
when N203.28 bn was 
generated; and  N221.30 
bn was generated in 2019. 

Commenting on the 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e 
National President of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
P o l y t e c h n i c s ,  D r 
Anderson Ezeibe, said, 
T E T F u n d ,  a n 
intervention agency, was 
not designed to be the 
main source of  funding for 
tertiary education in the 
country. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
amount stated in the 
report covered a period of  
nine years and is therefore 
expected to have been 

deployed to satisfy key 
intervention areas like 
infrastructure, academic 
s t a f f  d e v e l o p m e n t , 
conference attendance 
etc. It is also expected to 
have been deployed to 
s e r v i c e  c r i t i c a l 
committees like National 
Research Fund etc. as well 
as administrative issues. 

“In all, it is difficult 
n o t  t o  c o m m e n d 
TETFund thus far as the 
agency has remained the 
most significant source of  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
a c a d e m i c  s t a f f  
development in tertiary 
institutions in the country.

Bayero University in 
Kano, and the University 
of  Port Harcourt.

The students took 
part in tasks including 
product  innovat ion, 
negotiation, branding, 
and sales and marketing 
campaign planning.

Country Director, 
E n a c t u s  N i g e r i a , 
Michael Ajayi, said, “If  
w e  m u s t  g r o w  o u r 
economy and rid the 
nation of  the social crisis 
we are currently faced 

economic challenges 
faced in our society. 
W o r k i n g  w i t h 
organisations, such as 
BIC, on programs to 
m e n t o r,  g r o w,  a n d 
develop skill sets of  the 
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n , 
through practical work 
a n d  r e a l - l i f e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i s 
essential.”

General  Manager 
BIC Nigeria, Guillaume 
Groues, added that “At 
BIC, we continuously 

skills-building workshop 
organised  for Nigerian 
students called 'Mentor 
Me, '  which exposed 
participants to the inner 
w o r k i n g s  o f  B I C ' s 
o p e r a t i o n s  w h i l e 
t e a c h i n g  i n s i g h t f u l 
lessons on how to achieve 
personal and professional 
success.

It stated that the 2022 
'Mentor Me'program 
included 15 Enactus 
Nigeria students from the 
University of  Lagos, 

with, then we must make 
deliberate investments in 
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e 
entrepreneurial mindset 
of  our youths and mentor 
t h e m  t o  b e c o m e 
s u c c e s s f u l 
entrepreneurial leaders 
and social innovators. It 
i s  b y  m a k i n g  s u c h 
deliberate and altruistic 
efforts that we encourage 
t h e  y o u t h  t o  m a k e 
meaningful contributions 
t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
resolv ing  the  soc io-

work to enhance learning 
conditions for students. 
Mentor Me is a beneficial 
practical exercise which 
c o m p l e m e n t s  t h e 
Enactus National and 
World Cup events, while 
giving students a taste of  
the real business world. 
These programmes allow 
students to think outside 
the box and find creative 
solutions to societal 
challenges facing their 
communities.”

Students with entrepreneurship skills will grow economy –stakeholders 

TETFund gets N1.7tn education tax in nine years 

Uniosun wants implementation of
drug policy in varsities to curb
substance abuse

Only 7% students get scholarships,
says college 



Despite the demolition of  
suspected  cr iminals '  
hideout at Lokpanta cattle 
market by Abia State 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  m o r e  
kidnapping activities have 
been recorded different 
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f   
Umunneochi LGA of  the 
State. As at the time of  
writing of  this report, 
Police Divisional Crime 
Officer of  Mbala Isuochi 
Police Station,  DSP 
Dickson and  Rev Fr 
C h i n e d u  N wa d i k e, a  
Catholic priest working in 
S p i r i t a n  ( C a t h o l i c  
University), Umunneochi 
and a group of  travellers  
abducted on the road, are 
being held by bandits who 
abducted them from 
different locations around 
the  dangerous  Ler u  
Lokpanta axis.
Abia State government 
had in July, carried out the 
demol i t ion of  some 
shanties at Lokpanta 
which the government 
said, were being used by 
criminals as their take off  
p o i n t s .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Homeland Security, Chief  
Sopuruchi Bekee in a 
s t a t e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  
demol i t ion,  sa id  an  
arrested criminal had 
confessed that the shanties 
served as base for him and 
some suspected criminals. 
However, six weeks after 
the demolition exercise, 
various communities in 
Umunneochi LGA have 
remained terror zone, as 
no week passes without 
fresh case of  kidnappings 
not being recorded or 
reported in the LGA. Over 
the weekend, a Catholic 
priest, Rev Fr Chinedu 
Nwadike and a Police 
Divisional Crime Officer 
of  Mbala Isuochi Police 
Station, DSP Dickson 
we r e  k i d n a p p e d  b y  
gunmen who took them 
into unknown place.
While Rev. Fr. Nwadike 
and a seminarian were 
kidnapped along the 
deadly expressway, the 
Police DCO was grabbed 
at his duty post at Mbala, 
by unknown bandits.
Earlier last week, some 

travelers heading towards 
E n u g u  w e r e  a l s o  
reportedly ambushed by 
armed hoodlums who 
took them into the bush.
This is the same spot 
where  the  outgo ing  
Prelate of  Methodist 
Church Nigeria, His 
Eminence Samuel Kanu-
Uche was kidnapped, kept 
and forced to pay N100m 
before his freedom, which 
was after he was beaten 
mercilessly by his alleged 
Fulani kidnappers.
Also, a camera man 
working in Ebonyi State 
government house, Mr 
Uche Nwube was also 
kidnapped around the 
same place and taken into 
bush by his abductors.
7 indigenes of  Isiugwu 
Ohafia who were traveling 
towards Enugu were also 
in late June, kidnapped 
and taken into bush along 
the same Leru-Lokpanta 
part. Four of  the victims 
were released by the 
abductors and we're 
ordered to go and generate 
ransom to release their 
remaining 3 brothers, by 
the kidnappers and the list 
is countless. Farmers are 
also afraid to attend to 
their farms for the fear of  
being kidnapped or raped 
even as the ongoing 
Au g u s t  m e e t i n g  b y  
women of  Umunneochi 
has been recording low 
t u r n o u t  o f  we a l t hy  
participants from major 
cities like Lagos, Abuja, 
Port Harcourt, Enugu, 
Onitsha, Aba etc. This is 
because they are afraid of  
falling prey to kidnappers 
operating in their locality 
and for these, they decided 
to shun stay back in their 
cities of  residence. These 
terrible developments 
have grossly affected 
social, agricultural and 
economic functions in 
Umunneochi as with 
attendant rise in level of  
distress and poverty.
During his tour of  the 
t r o u b l e d  l o c a l  
government, former Abia 
State Governor, Senator 
Orji Uzor had a face-to-
face interaction with 
l e a d e r  o f  v a r i o u s  

communities that make 
up Umunneochi, during 
his project inspection 
tours.
Natives of  Lokpanta, 
Leru and Nneato etc who 
came out to receive their 
Senator (Kalu), made one 
important request: Save us 
from kidnappers, criminal 
herdsmen and other 
bandits.
The distraught villagers 
who spoke through their 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s ,  
Presidents-general and 
youth leaders, took turns 
narrated to Kalu their 
travails in the hands of  evil 
m e n  w h o m  t h e y  
lamented, are making life 
unbearable for them.
At  Ebelebe  Hal l  in  
N n e a t o ,  t t h e  
representative of  their 
P r e s i d e n t - g e n e r a l ,  
C o m r a d e  E z e u g b o  
U w a b u n k e o n y e  
commended Kalu for his 
constituency projects in 
their lands but urged him 
to use his office to ensure 
that Nneato is saved from 
bandits.
Also, Dr Elijah Otutu of  
E z i a m a  N n e a t o  
bemoaned that nowhere is 
safe is his community 
again because of  the 
security crisis.
Senator  Kalu  whi le  
addressing the crowded 
hall dismissed the claims 
in some quarters that the 
i s sues  o f  insecur i ty  
bedeviling Umunneochi 
are all traceable to the 
siting of  cattle market in 
Lokpanta during his 
tenure as Abia Governor.
Kalu rather, explained 
that his vision in opening 

of  the market was to 
create development in 
Lokpanta, and not for any 
ulterior reason, as peddled 
by some persons.
He however, regretted that 
the some elements around 
the market have made it to 
deviate from its original 
g o a l  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  
deve lopment  to  the  
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  
Umunneochi.
At Leru and Lokpanta 
which are the epicentre of  
kidnappings other crimes 
in Umunneochi,  the 
Senate Chief  Whip was 
also received by leaders 
and members of  the 
endangered villagers who 
c a p i t a l i z e d  o n  t h e  
opportunity of  Kalu's visit 
to list out their ordeals in 
the last few months, to 
him. 
Apart from thanking Kalu 
for some constituency 
projects he attracted to 
them, leaders Leru and 
Umuchieze told Kalu that 
their lands, roads and 
bushes  had  become  
operational fields of  
criminals and complained 
tha t  they  had  been  
enduring days of  bitter 
atmosphere occasioned by 
activities of  kidnappers, 
r o b b e r s ,  g a n g s t e r s  
criminals herdsmen etc 
and re i tera ted  the i r  
demands for and end to 
evil activities.
T h e  v i l l a g e r s  w h o  
c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  
economic activities in the 
areas were nose- diving  
on daily basis, also said 
their previously peacefully 
communities , especially 
the areas connecting 

Enugu-Port Harcourt 
e x p r e s s w a y  w e r e  
recording regular attacks 
by criminals.
The traditional ruler of  
Umuchieze, HRH Eze 
Nwankwo commended 
the Senator on his over 3 
years in the Senate but 
cried out to him about the 
nefarious activities of  
k i d n a p p e r s ,  a r m e d  
robbers, drug addicts and 
appealed to him to use his 
office to help bring an end 
to it.
A  w o m a n  f r o m  
Umuchieze, Mrs Franca 
Ezendu told News Echo 
how a man  who came for  
marriage inquiry in one of  
the villages with his two 
f r i ends  were  near ly  
kidnapped on their way 
home, by bandits some 
earlier in the year.
“That  man has  not  
returned to collect list or to 
pay the lady's bride price 
again and the girl in 
question is afraid of  losing 
him be because of  what 
these criminals are doing 
in our communities", said 
Mrs Ezendu.
It would be recalled that a 
few days after some 
shanties were demolished 
at Lokpanta cattle market 
for allegedly harbouring 
criminals, some group of  
Northerners living around 
the area staged a wide 
protest along Lokpanta 
axis of  the expressway, 
c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  
persecution.
During the protest, they 
set disused tyres on fire on 
the federal road and 
disrupted flow of  traffic 
for over two hours.

Two days after the protest 
by the Nor ther ners,  
bandits again struck on 
the same Leru-Lokpanta 
part of  the highway and 
kidnapped some travelers.
Speaking to newsmen last 
m o n t h  d u r i n g  t h e  
demolition of  illegal 
structure at Lokpanta, the 
L G A  C h a i r m a n  o f  
U mu n n e o c h i ,  C h i e f  
Ifeanyi Madu expressed 
worry about the spate of  
kidnappings and other 
attacks in his LGA but 
assured that hopes are not 
lost as according to him, 
t h e  m e n  o f  t h e  
underworld would be 
routed out of  his LGA.
H oweve r,  G ove r n o r  
Okezie  Ikpeazu has  
always maintained that 
peace and security of  the 
entire Umunneochi LGA 
has always remained of  
h i s  admin i s t ra t ion ' s  
interests and has promised 
to liaise with all relevant 
securi ty  agencies  in  
securing the people of  
Umunneochi and their 
property.
But many indigenes of  the 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
e spec ia l ly  the  r ura l  
dwellers have called for 
the combing of  their 
forests by dedicated and 
unbiased men of  security 
agencies to arrest and 
prosecute those who have 
denied them the peace of  
mind.
These are their appeals to 
G o v e r n o r  I k p e a z u ,  
Nkeiruka Onyejiocha and 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu 
and Hon Okey Igwe and 
security agencies.
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The shanties demolished by Abia State government over their alleged use by bandits.Northern protesters blocking traf�c at Lokpanta after demolition of shanties

Kidnappings continue in Umunneochi, despite
demolition of shanties
...Police DCO, Rev Fr, Seminarian, travelers, latest victims
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia



News Analysis
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ivers State governor, RNyesom Ezenwo Wike 
has accused some elders 

of  ganging up against him 
because they did not scale though 
t h e  p r i m a r y  t o  b e  t h e  
governorship candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP 
in the State. The governor 
explained that some of  them, on 
his 2021 birthday, who indicated 
interest to fly the ticket, but failed 
at their bid to clenching it are 
now in Abuja plotting against 
him. Governor Wike spoke on 
Monday during the 74th birthday 
reception organised to honour 
the former governor of  Rivers 
State, Dr. Peter Odili at the 
private residence built and 
donated to him by the State 
government in Old Government 
Residential Area, Port Harcourt. 
Governor Wike said those elders 
came to him on their own accord 
and showed a commitment that 
they would stay to see through 
what they came to convince him 
about. "On my last birthday, 12 
midnight, some of  our elders 
called me that they want to see 
me. They came to me and said 
they came to wish me happy 
birthday. "Then, they presented 

me a letter that I should run for 
president. All of  them including 
Dr. Abiye (Sekibo) signed the 
document. "I say okay, you 
people too should go and give me 
someone who will be governor 
after me. They all sat there, 
looking left and right.  "I asked 
them, those of  you who are 
interested to be governor should 
raise your hands. Everybody 
raised his hand. One person 
didn't raise his hand, Senator 
Bari Mpigi. I asked why he was 
not interested, he replied, sir, let 
me hold what God has given me. 
I don't want to lose the two." 
Governor Wike noted the elders 
also signed to a document that 
they would abide by whatever 
becomes the outcome of  the 
governorship primary.  But 
Governor Wike expressed the 
regrets that since they were not 
successful, they have turned 
around now to allege that he was 
pursuing a third term bid. "Some 
persons don't know the history. 
They go and tell all kinds of  story. 
But the truth is this; all of  them 
(elders) signed the document 
prepared by O.C.J. Okocha that 
whoever I will bring, they will 
abide to it. "But now, they went to 

Abuja that I must not be vice 
president. I also read yesterday 
when I was in Paris, one of  them 
saying that I told him that if  they 
do to me what they did to Dr. 
Odili that I will collapse the 
system.  "I am not an ungrateful 
person and I will never be 
ungrateful in my life. What's 
important is that I have done well 
as a governor. I am happy and I 
am leaving office a happy man." 
The Rivers State governor 
recalled that when Dr. Peter Odili 
was to run for the office of  the 
president, he had a large crowd 
following, happily. But noted 
t h a t  w h e n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
governorship of  Rivers State was 
to be decided and he did not give 
those who wanted it, they all left 
him, ran to Abuja to thwart his 
presidential ambition. Governor 
Wike, however, said he has been 
holding on to the advice of  Dr. 
Odili, hence he was not surprised 
at the turn of  events and the 
outcome of  the PDP presidential 
primary.  He described Dr. Peter 
Odili a true leader of  men who 
groomed many, and supported a 
lot of  persons to political 
lamplight particularly in Rivers 
State and across the country. 

"There was a time every political 
class abandoned Dr. Odili. This 
is a man who gave us everything. 
Some people called him Mr. 
Donatus. There was no abuse he 
did not get. Everybody he tried to 
help their families, at the end of  
the day, all betrayed him.  "For 
us, we have used him as a school 
and we thank him for making 
himself  available for us to use 
him to learn so that we won't be 
shocked of  whatever that is going 
to happen." Governor Wike 
expressed delight for the 
opportunity to have known Dr. 
Odili and being able to celebrate 
him.  He pointed to the several 
support and the gains from the 
political tutelage under Dr. Odili 
that had made him accomplish 
his political successes. He 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  O d i l i ' s  
benevolence made it possible for 
an Ikwerre son to emerge as 
governor of  Rivers State.  In his 
response, Dr. Peter Odili said, he 
and his wife, Hon. Justice Mary 
O d i l i  ( r e t i r e d )  w e r e  
overwhelmed by the birthday gift 
c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
government. Odili explained that 
during his tenure as governor, 
governor Wike was the best 

performing council chairman in 
the State. He lauded governor 
Wike for investing in human 
c a p a c i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
infrastructure and building the 
best Law School campus in Port 
Harcourt. In his goodwill 
message, governor Samuel 
Ortom of  Benue State harped on 
the need for all Nigerians to 
work together to enthrone 
fairness, justice and equity in all 
facet of  society, which Odili has 
always stood for. Also speaking, 
Abia State Governor, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu noted that Dr. Odili is a 
great leader who had impacted 
on many lives across the 
country. Similarly, former Cross 
River State, Donald Duke, 
commended Dr. Odili for being 
a role model and comporting 
himself  very well after leaving 
office. 

In his  homely at  the 
thanksgiving mass, Monsignor 
Pius Kii said Nigeria missed the 
opportunity of  having Dr. Peter 
Odili as their president because 
he would have used his  
farsighted ability, courage and 
adaptive capacities to solve 
Nigeria's many problems.

Peter Odili' birthday: Gov Wike hits back at
PDP leaders.
... Gifts house to Peter Odili as birthday present.
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.
 

Wike and Odili exchanging pleasantries during the celebration 
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Specia report

HE presidential panel Tthat probed Ibrahim 
Magu, former acting 

chairman of  the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), has accused him of  
abandoning 14 fraud cases 
involving N118 billion and $309 
million.

In July 2020, Magu was 
a r r e s t e d ,  d e t a i n e d  a n d  
suspended.

Magu, acting chairman of  
the EFCC at the time, was 
brought before Justice Ayo 
S a l a m i - l e d ' s  p a n e l  o n  
allegations of  gross misconduct.

The panel headed by Ayo 
Salami, former President of  the 
Court of  Appeal, was set up to 
probe the EFCC from May 2015 
to May 2020, when Magu was in 
charge of  the agency.

The panel, in its report, also 
accused Magu of  suppressing 
high-profile cases involving four 
ex-governors, one of  whom is 
currently a senator.

According to TheCable, the 
final report was submitted to 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
in November 2020.

The EFCC, under Magu's 
watch, was also accused of  not 
remitting a N48 billion loot 
recovered in foreign and local 
currencies.

Magu was alleged to have 
mishandled the recovered loot 
and sold seized assets to his 
associates.

Parts of  the report read: 

“The EFCC under the watch of  
the suspended Ag. Chairman in 
its submission to PCARA 
reported N46,038,882,509.87 as 
being the foreign currency 
equivalent recovered by the 
commission between May 29, 
2015, and November 22, 2018.

“The EFCC, however, only 
p r o d u c e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  
lodgements of  thirty-seven 
billion, five hundred and thirty-
three million, seven hundred 
and sixty-four thousand, one 

hundred and ninety-five naira, 
sixty-six kobo, leaving a 
shortfall of  eight billion, five 
hundred and five million, one 
hundred and eighteen thousand, 
three hundred and fourteen 
naira, twenty-one kobo.

“The EFCC reported to 
PCARA a total naira recovery 
of  five and four billion, one 
hundred and fifty-four million, 
one hundred and eighty-four 
thousand, seven hundred and 
forty-four naira, four kobo, the 

actual bank lodgement of  the 
naira recoveries was, however, 
five hundred and forty-three 
billion, five hundred and eleven 
million, seven hundred and 
ninety-two thousand, eight 
hundred and sixty-three naira, 
forty-seven kobo.

“That EFCC failed to 
produce before PCARA the 
ev i d e n c e / r e c o r d  o f  t h e  
difference of  thirty-nine billion, 
three hundred and fifty-seven 
million, six hundred and eight 
thousand, one hundred and 
nineteen naira, forty-three kobo.

“The EFCC, in its returns 
on non-cash assets, made to the 
President on April 7, 2017, 
declared 836 as the total number 
of  recovered real estates, while 
in its first and second returns to 
P C A R A ,  i t  r e n d e r e d  
contradictory figures of  339 on 
1 3 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 7 ,  l e av i n g  a  
difference of  497 and 504 on 
9/3/2018, with a difference of  
332.”

In addition, the panel 
alleged that Magu abandoned 
multi-million dollar fraud cases 
i n v o l v i n g  h i g h - p r o f i l e  
individuals and transferred 
s o m e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  
commission investigating the 
allegations.

The former EFCC boss was 
also accused of  disobeying court 
o r d e r s  a n d  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
directives.

“Between 2016 and 2019, 
fourteen (14) procurement fraud 

c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  
N 1 1 7 , 9 7 2 , 2 0 9 , 0 3 5  a n d  
$309,151,419 were abandoned 
under Mr Ibrahim Magu's 
watch,” the panel said.

“The commission observed 
f r o m  i t s  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  
prosecutorial decisions by 
Ibrahim Magu on case files were 
based on his personal whims, as 
against the law and facts. The 
commission also notes the 
prevalence of  widespread 
corruption, abuse of  power and 
pervasive impunity in the 
running of  the EFCC,” the 
report added.

The panel also said the 
EFCC did not keep proper 
records of  forfeited assets.

Under Magu's watch, the 
panel stated that the EFCC 
seized eight plazas, but the 
commiss ion repor ted no 
forfeiture of  the plazas.

It also added that three jets 
were listed in interim forfeiture, 
but the panel could not trace 
them, and also 21 hotels were 
reported to have been forfeited 
on an interim order, but only 
eight were found; 42 fuel 
stations were reported to have 
been forfeited on a temporary 
order, only eight could be 
verified.

According to the report, the 
v e s s e l s  s e i z e d  b y  t h e  
commission were neglected and 
sank into the sea with a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t y  o f  
petroleum products.

“In 2016, Magu halted the 
process of  disposing of  two 
finally forfeited vessels, MT 
Good Success with 1,459 metric 
tons of  PMS; and MT Askaris 
with 3,423,097 metric tons of  
crude…the cargoes eventually 
sank…Magu also asked the 
Navy to release two vessels 
conveying illegally refined AGO 
to their owners.

“Thirteen water vehicles 
(vessels) handed over to the 
EFCC by the Nigerian Navy, out 
of  a total number of  154 vessels, 
have submerged (sunk) with 
tons of  contents.

“The submissions made by 
t h e  E F C C  b e f o r e  t h e  
commission shows that, from 
inception to date, the total 
number of  non-cash assets 
recovered under final forfeiture 
was 3133,” the report further 
revealed.

According to TheCable, the 
analysis of  the recoveries shows 
that some of  the assets were 
disposed of, forfeited to a third 
party, or negligently lost.

The  pane l  conducted  
p hy s i c a l  ve r i f i c a t i o n  o f  
recovered assets across the 
country from 1st-27th October 
2020.

The outcome of  the exercise 

N118bn, $309m fraud cases concealed under
Magu — Panel Report

Between 2016 
and 2019, 

fourteen (14) 
procurement 
fraud cases 

involving 
N117,972,209,035 
and $309,151,419 
were abandoned 
under Mr Ibrahim 

Magu's watch,” 
the panel said.

“



Five arrested for blowing 
up oil pipelines in Bayelsa
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Ebonyi group knocks Umahi over 
comments on education 
T

he Association of  
Ebonyi Indigenes So-
cio-cultural in Diaspo-

ra, Tuesday, knocked Gov-
ernor David Umahi over 
his recent statement that 
“tertiary education is not for 
everybody.” 

The aggrieved members 
of  the group disclosed that 
Umahi’s stance on the mat-
ter had vindicated their po-
sition that the Chairman of  
the South-East Governors’ 
Forum was killing education 
at all levels in the state. 

Umahi had made the state-
ment six days ago when he 
received a delegation of  the 
Nigerian Police Trust Fund 
led by Dr. Ben Akabueze, in 
Abakaliki. 

The governor spoke 
against the backdrop of  the 
ongoing industrial action by 
lecturers at the nation’s var-
sities. 

This is even as he stressed 
that it was unreasonable for 
the President, Major-Gen-
eral Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), to borrow over N1tn 

to meet the demands of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities. 

Reacting to his statement 
on Tuesday in Abuja, the 
AEISCID President, Pas-
chal Oluchukwu, declared 
that Umahi’s government 
had reversed all the gains 
made in education sector by 
other previous administra-
tions. 

He said, “It’s justifiable 
to bring to the fore how the 
man who is advocating for 
at least basic and secondary 
education for citizens indeed 
killed education at those two 
levels before eventually bur-
ying the two state-owned 
tertiary institutions – Ebonyi 
State University and the Eb-
onyi State College of  Educa-
tion, Ikwo. 

“All his actions that have 
left the education sector in 
its dimwit shadows were in-
spired by greed and nothing 
but overwhelming insatiable 
lust for money in institutions 
that his predecessors had 
carefully and deliberately in-

P
olice in Bayelsa State 
have arrested five sus-
pected pipleline van-

dals in Bayelsa State who 
allegedly blew up a trunkline 
carrying crude oil from 
Omoku to Brass Terminal at 
Etiama, Nembe Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state.

Police spokesman in 
Bayelsa State, SP Asinim 
Butswat, told newsmen on 
Tuesday that all the suspects 
had confessed to their in-
volvement in the recent at-
tack on a crude oil delivery 
pipeline at Obama Tekere 
River and a trunkline at Etia-
ma.

He said the suspects would 
be arraigned at the conclu-
sion of  the investigation.

He said, “In recent times, 
the Bayelsa State Police 
Command was confronted 
with reported cases of  pipe-
line vandalism, sea piracy 
and illegal oil bunkering ac-
tivities. These crimes have 
negatively impacted our en-
vironment, most especially 
the marine life and the econ-
omy of  the country at large.

“Recall that on 30th July, 
2022 at 0200 hours, pipeline 
vandals blew up a trunkline 
carrying crude oil from 
Omoku to Brass Terminal at 
Etiama, Nembe Local Gov-
ernment Area, Bayelsa State.

“In a related attacke on 11 
August, 2022, at about 0100 
hours, the same vandals with 
the aid of  an Improvised Ex-
plosive Device (IED) blew 
up a crude oil delivery pipe-

line at Obama Tekere River. 
This line also supplies crude 
oil to Brass Terminal.

“Consequently, on 6th 
August, 2022 at about 1145 
hours, acting on credible 
intelligence, the operatives 
of  the anti-kidnapping unit 
arrested one Kelvin Sutom-
wa Martin ‘m’ 37 years aka 
Lugard at Agbura, Yenagoa. 
The suspect has been on the 
wanted list of  the command 
for various offences such as: 
kidnapping, sea piracy and 
pipeline vandalism. Upon 
interrogation the suspect 
mentioned his cohorts who 
are residents of  Nembe Bas-
sambiri, Nembe Local Gov-
ernment Area.

“In a follow-up operation 
on 12 August, 2022, opera-
tives of  the anti-kidnapping 
unit in collaboration with 
youths working for Labra-
dor Security outfit arrested 
one Ebiebere Paul ‘m’ 42 
years, Christian Ayibatari-
worio ‘m’ 43 years, Owori 
Clarkson Paul ‘m’ 45 years 
and Beregha Kingsley ‘m’ 
32 years, aka Kalaboy, after a 
fierce gun battle at their hide-
out in Nembe Bassambiri 
and Nembe Creek.

“All the suspects have con-
fessed to their involvement 
in the recent attacked on a 
Crude oil delivery pipeline 
at Obama Tekere River and 
a Trunkline at Etiama, Nem-
be Local Government Areas, 
and they will be charged to 
court at the conclusion of  the 
investigation.”

Senator Orji Uzor Kalu of Abia North, speaking to indigenes of Nneato, weekend.

vested in, knowing that Eb-
onyi remained categorised 
as an Educationally Less 
Developed State. 

 “We are aware that Uma-
hi had inherited an Ebonyi 
that had a near excellent per-
formance in academic exam-
inations such as the West Af-
rican Examination Council, 
the National Examination 
Council and other compet-
itive academic contests like 
debates. The State’s Debat-
ing Championship team led 
by Professor Okpata made 
Nigeria proud even at the 
continental level.” 

Oluchukwu noted that the 

history of  education in Eb-
onyi state could not be com-
plete without mentioning the 
invaluable contributions of  
the first civilian governor, Dr. 
Sam Egwu, who deliberate-
ly offered the indigenes free 
and compulsory education 
for up to secondary level. 

He noted that the majority 
of  doctorate degree holders 
and professors, particularly 
in the state-owned university, 
were products of  Egwu’s HI-
PACT programme – a care-
fully planned foreign schol-
arship programme designed 
by the education-loving ad-
ministration. 

“This was further consoli-
dated by his successor, Chief  
Martin Elechi, who felt the 
need to sustain the education 
legacies. 

His government brought 
Ebonyi to limelight with 
proper remunerations of  
teachers and attracting funds 
and investments in the Uni-
versal basic Education Com-
mission. 

This was in addition to 
fully supporting and fund-
ing the state’s Literary and 
Debating Society, the state’s 
Scholarship Board and 
prompt payment of  bursa-
ries to students including 

sponsoring and supporting 
law students to law schools. 

“In the WAEC’s perfor-
mance under Elechi, Ebonyi 
came only second after states 
like Anambra in the entire 
South-East region and main-
tained top in some academic 
competitions like debate. 

“Upon ascending to the 
number one seat of  power 
however, Umahi, immedi-
ately turned the table. The 
state government first ac-
cessed and allegedly misap-
propriated billions of  naira 
paid into the UBEB by the 
UBEC just before Elechi’s 
exit from power in 2015.

Blackout looms as electricity workers 
threaten indefinite strike
N

igeria’s electric-
ity supply crisis 
could worsen from 

Wednesday as the organised 
labour has directed workers 
in the power sector to down 
tools and commence an in-
definite strike over pending 
labour issues with the Trans-
mission Company of  Nigeria 
(TCN).

The National Union of  
Electricity Employees on 
Tuesday picketed the head-
quarters of  the Transmission 
Company of  Nigeria in Abu-
ja.

They complained about the 
alleged failure of  the Federal 
Government to pay the enti-
tlement of  former staff  of  the 
defunct Power Holding Com-
pany of  Nigeria (PHCN) in 
December 2019.

The aggrieved workers un-
der the aegis of  the national 
union of  electricity employ-
ees NUEE said this is a prel-
ude to an indefinite strike ac-
tion expected to commence 
on August 17.

In a circular entitled “call 
to action”, the general sec-
retary of  NUEE, Joe Ajae-
ro, directed them to ensure 

total compliance, vowing to 
paralyse operations of  TCN 
nationwide over anti-masses 
activities.

This means the nation’s 
electricity supply crisis could 
worsen from Wednesday fol-
lowing this impasse.

“You are hereby enjoined 
to mobilise immediately for 
a serious picketing of  TCN 
Headquarters and stations 
nationwide over the direc-
tive by the TCN Board that 
all PMs in acting capacity 
going to AGM must appear 
for a promotion interview,” 
the circular read. “This di-
rective is in contravention of  
our conditions of  service and 
career progression paths, and 
unilaterally done without the 
relevant stakeholders.

‘’This action takes effect 
from Tuesday 16th August 
2022 and total withdrawal 
of  services commences on 
Wednesday 17th August 
2022. Ensure full compliance 
in all the stations nation-
wide.”

On May 18, the union is-
sued a 14-day ultimatum 
to the Managing Director/
Chief  Executive Officer, 

MD/CEO.
In the circular titled “Unre-

solved issues on the year 2021 
promotion exercise and oth-

ers,” the union threatened to 
down tools at the expiration 
of  the ultimatum if  its griev-
ances were not addressed.

PDP crisis: I’ve no plans
to resign, Ayu declares

T
he National Chairman 
of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) Sen-

ator Iyiochia Ayu has stated 
he has no plans to resign.

He said he will not resign 
now or in the foreseeable fu-
ture having been given a four-
year mandate to lead the op-
position party.

There has been pressure on 
Ayu to resign in line with an 
alleged agreement he entered 
into prior to his emergence to 
step down if  the presidential 
candidate emerges from the 
north.

Former Vice President Ati-
ku Abubakar won the party’s 
presidential ticket with Riv-
ers Governor Nyesom Wike 
coming second.

The Wike’s camp has in-
sisted on the resignation of  

Ayu as a major condition to 
support Atiku in the 2023 
presidential poll.

But Ayu, according to a 
tweet by his Media Aide, 
Simon Imobo-Tswam, on 
Monday said he won’t resign.

The tweet reads: “The PDP 
National Chairman, Dr. Iyi-
ochia Ayu, has not resigned 
and has no plan of  resigning.

“For clarity and emphasis, 
he was elected for a tenure of  
four years.”

Aggrieved Rivers PDP El-
ders Run To Abuja to Plot 
against Me - Wike

Rivers State Governor Nye-
som Wike has berated some 
elders of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) from the 
state, saying they have relo-
cated to Abuja to plot against 
him.



SDP candidate has capacity
to give Ohaji/Egbema fair
representation - Nduka
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Umuawulu Community agog as Ide gifts
out 5 cars, empowers 50 rural women 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

J
ubilation during the 
weekend took over the 
whole Umuawulu Com-

munty in Awka South Local 
Government Area of  An-
ambra state as one of  their 
illustrious sons, High Chief  
Dr Azubuike Ekweozor (Ide 
Umuawulu Nwanayoeze) 
donated three shuttle buses, 
one truck, and one Toyota 
Corolla to lucky indigenes, 
even as Fifty women were 
empowered with N20,000 
each totaling N1m to start up 
a business at the community’s 
market. 

Dr Ekweozor, who is the 
founder Ide Global move-
ment and former APGA As-
pirant for Awka North and 
South Federal Constituency 
thanked God for his immense 
gratitude and blessings upon 
his life. He revealed that the 
essence of  Ide Global Move-
ment is to cushion the suf-
ferings of  the needy in the 
society while noting that his 
benevolence was beyond his 
political aspirations. 

“As a matter of  fact poli-
tics is a seasonal thing and 
it comes and go. Like what 
I told my people during my 
consultations that I am a 
messenger of  God and have 

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o encourage the lib-
eration of  the people 
of  Ohaji/Egbema 

from poverty, suffering, 
social and political back-
wardness, a concerned 
native of  the area and Mr. 
Face of  Awarra Court 
Area, Comr. Nduka Peters 
Ugonna, says the SDP can-
didate for Ohaji/Egbema 
State Constituency Seat in 
2023, Hon. Engr. Onyiriu-
ka Stanley, has the mental 
and physical capacities to 
give the people fair, qual-
ity representation if  given 
mandate.

He said he decided to 
throw his full weight on 
the political agenda of  
Onyiriuka Stanley because 
of  those reasons he stated 
above.

Nduka who made the 
assertion in Owerri, last 
week, when he endorsed 
Onyiriuka Stanley to the 
Imo Assembly Seat, reiter-
ated that “I wholly threw 
my weight to his political 
aspiration in 2023 Imo As-
sembly election because he 
has mental and physical 
capacities to give the peo-
ple of  Ohaji/Egbema fair, 
quality representation tar-
geted at liberating the peo-
ple from hardship, hunger, 
lack of  social amenities, 
violence and underdevel-
opment”. 

According to him, “in 
line with the Nigeria Con-
stitution, it is my right to 
vote and be voted for. On 
this note I, Comr. Nduka 
Peters Ugonna, Mr. Face 

of  Awarra Court Area, 
sincerely endorse Onyiriu-
ka Stanley to represent the 
people of  Ohaji/Egbema 
in Imo State House of  As-
sembly in 2023. I find him 
worthy to represent the 
people.

 I believe he is most suit-
able for the job. He has 
shown integrity and ca-
pacity in the past. He is a 
man who believes in grass-
root politics, youth reju-
venation, being youthful, 
friendly to all class of  peo-
ple. With his experience as 
a certified Engineer, he will 
promote infrastructural de-
velopment in the locality”.

He added that “with no 
reservation, my family, my 
relatives, my friends sup-
port Stanley Onyiriuka as a 
unique candidate who is di-
vinely blessed and designed 
to liberate the people and 
give them new lease of  
life...Indeed, we, the good 
people of  Ohaji/Egbema, 
will vote for credible, intel-
ligent, young and vibrant 
personalities without sen-
timent or party platforms 
and one of  those persons is 
Onyiriuka Stanley”.

Appreciating Nduka Pe-
ters Ugonna for his support, 
the SDP candidate, Hon. 
Engr. Onyiriuka Stanley, 
expressed gratitude to the 
people of  Ohaji/Egbema 
for their love and support, 
thanking God for His grace 
and strength, vowing that 
he would not disappoint 
the people if  they give him 
their mandate to repre-
sent them in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly.

National Association of Liberated Tigers Club Int’l, after a meeting in Owerri, last week.

come to change the narratives 
but people misunderstood 
me and after the primaries I 
couldnt make it but I had to 
go back to buisness move on 
with life”

“People think I would 
abandoned my party, I said 
it’s no that it is not a matter of  
politics but changing lives and 
putting smiles on faces. I have 
impacted enough in APGA, 
I am a major financier and 
stakeholder, so I Cannot go 
to any other party. I have a 
covenant with God to remain 
in APGA. I made a promise 

to some ward members to 
provide shuttles and today it 
came to pass”, he added.

The Parish Priest of  St 
Joseph’s Catholic church 
Umuawulu, Rev Fr Benjamin 
Odika prayed to God to con-
tinue blessing the donor, Ide 
Umuawulu Nwanayoeze and 
also that the beneficiaries to 
make proper use of  the gifts 
to alleviate their sufferings.   

In his remark, His royal 
Majesty, Igwe Joel Egwuon-
wu, Ezeudo 11 in Umuawu-
lu, thanked God for Using 
Ide Umuawulu to support the 
downtrodden. He described 
Dr Ekweozor’s as a tool God 
has placed in the communi-

ty to improve life in ways of  
scholarship, empowerment, 
built homes for widows, as 
well as providing basic amen-
ities of  lives.

While asking God to pro-
vide ten more people who 
could be like him to make 
Umuawulu the best among 
all, advised other well to do 
personalities in the society to 
borrow a leave from the bene-
factors Philanthropist lifestyle

Beneficiaries who spoke 
to our Correspondent, were, 
Oluchukwu Nwankwo, 
Obike Ikechukwu, Chijioke 
Cosmas Afunanya, and Mrs 
Chinyere Okpara. They how-
ever, appreciated God for 

having the luck to be chosen 
and promised to judicious-
ly utilise them in improving 
their livelihood. 

Among those present 
were Dr Odogwu Emeka 
Emeka, Chairman Nigeria 
Union of  Journalist (NUJ) 
Anambra State council, Hon 
Leo Nwuba, former Awka 
South Local Government 
Transition Chairman:Hon 
Chikodili Nnonyelu, Awka 
South APGA Chairman: 
Prince Chinedu Okafor, Past 
Secretary Awka South Local 
Government Area and Di-
rector General Ide Campaign 
Team, among others.

Gov. Umahi raises alarm 
over proliferation of arms
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Eb-
onyi State has 
expressed wor-

ry over the proliferation of  
small arms and ammuni-
tions in the country.

 The Governor expressed 
the worry while receiving 
the Director General of  
the National Task force/
National Commission 
on Proliferation of  Small 
Arms and Ammunitions, 
Baba Muhammed, and his 
team in Abakaliki, Mon-
day.

The Governor com-
mended President Mu-
hammadu Buhari and 
members of  the National 
Assembly for their wisdom 
in setting up the taskforce. 

He further thanked the 
Director General of  the 
Commission for his patri-

otic disposition in the dis-
charge of  his mandate, and 
enjoined other Leaders of  
the Nation to always ad-
here to Federal character 
principle in their service to 
the nation. The Governor 
said: “I commend the Pres-
ident, National Assembly 
people for the Initiative.

“The level of  arms in 
the society is so terrible.”I 
think you would also turn 
your eyes to the borders 
and then these locally man-
ufactured weapons. So, 
this will work and it will be 
very helpful.” 

Governor Umahi further 
advocated for the reinvig-
oration of  the federal char-
acter principle in allocation 
of  positions in the country, 
adding that such would 
help reduce tension and 
agitations.

 “I will continue to say 
that we have Federal char-
acter and nobody should 

shy away from saying that.  
“Those who intentionally 
exclude South East from 
the affairs of  the Nation 
should remember that it 
must not end the way they 
wish it.  

“We should try to be fair 
in this Country if  we say 
that we are brothers and 
sisters.  Governor Umahi, 
during the event, also set 
up a 10-man Committee 
to work with the National 
Taskforce/ Commission 
in the State to facilitate the 
enlistment of  over 4,000 
Ebonyians. 

The Taskforce team is 
made up of  the Depu-
ty Governor, Dr Kelechi 
Igwe; Secretary to the State 
Government, Dr. Kenneth 
Ugbala; the State Attorney 
General and Commission-
er for Justice, Chief  Cletus 
Ofoke; the Head of  ser-
vice, Dr. Rita Okoro; the 
Special Assistant to the 

Governor on Media and 
Strategy, Chief  Chooks 
Oko, and the Special As-
sistant to the Governor on 
Internal Security, Mr. Pan-
chris Eze. Others are the 
Principal Secretary, Chief  
Emmanuel Obasi and 
Commissioner for Trade 
and Investment, Barrister 
Chioma Nweze. Earlier, 
the Leader of  the delega-
tion, Dr. Baba Muhammed 
said they were in the State 
to appreciate the Governor 
for his assistance to the 
Commission including the 
provision of  Office acco-
modation and to intimate 
him on other programmes 
of  the Commission.

 He announced the desig-
nation of  Ebonyi State as 
the Headquarters for Zone 
12 of  the Commission in 
its task of  mopping up fire-
arms and Ammunitions in 
the hands of  unauthorized 
persons.

...Says he has not abandoned APGA 
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T
he Nigeria Social In-
surance Trust Fund 
(NSITF) has con-

firmed that elements ate 
up N17.1 billion vouchers 
which is a subject of  inves-
tigation before Senate Pub-
lic Account Committee.

However, the alleged 
N17.1 billion fraud is not 
under the present manage-
ment of  NSITF.

The agency further ex-
plained that the 2018 Au-
dit Report by the Office of  
the Auditor General of  the 
Federation which raised 50 
queries on misappropria-
tion of  N17.158b has noth-
ing to do with the current 
management, which came 
into office on June 1, 2021.

In a statement in Abuja 
on Tuesday, the fund said 
that though the current 
probe  by the  Senate  Com-
mittee on Public Accounts 
is in exercise of  its statu-
tory oversight functions, 
“it is overly important to 
inform the general public 
that what is under inves-
tigation are not  new in -
fractions but a cumulative 
financial violation under 
the management that ran 
the agency between 2012 
and 2017.

“These infractions are 
not new. They have in fact 
been subject of  probe  since 
the Office of  the Auditor 
General of  the Federation 

NSITF confirms termites, other elements
ate N17.1b vouchers

first raised the red flag in 
2015. We make it clear 
therefore that the negative 
trails of  these breaches 
have nothing to do with 
the present management 
beyond assisting the Senate 
Committee, carry out its 
oversight functions, know-
ing full well, that govern-
ment is a continuum. 

“On record, the Econom-
ic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) has 
probed and taken the for-
mer chairman of  the board 
and five other senior offi-
cials, including the Manag-
ing Director and three Di-
rectors to court over some 
of  the issues.   Huge sums 
of  money as well as prop-
erty were also recovered, 
while some of  the indicted 
staff  members were equally 
removed from office. 

“Indeed, when the Senate 
Committee initiated this 
current probe, the Manag-
ing Director, Dr. Michael 
Akabogu set up an internal 
committee to retrieve from 
First Bank and Skye Bank 
respectively, detailed trans-
actions involving the fund 
under the period in probe. 
The documents were sub-
sequently submitted to the 
Senate Committee.

“However, when the 
Senate Committee further 
called for the vouchers 
backing up the transac-

Gov. Umahi raises alarm over proliferation of arms.

T
he Anambra State 
Government has set 
up a family court to 

tackle various issues relating 
to domestic violence in the 
state.

Commissioner for Wom-
en Affairs in the state, Mrs 
Ify Obinabo, who made the 
disclosure when the leader-
ship of  the United Business 
Women and Farmers As-
sociation paid her a cour-
tesy call, said the court has 
already registered 10 cases 
which are being adjudicated.

This came on the heels 
of  the recent case in Nnewi 
North Local Government 
Area involving an appointee 
of  the state government sus-
pected to have a hand in his 
wife’s untimely demise.

Obinabo said that the 
court would help to quickly 
resolve family issues, to en-
sure that they wouldn’t de-
generate to a dangerous level 
that may consume lives and 
property.

“The government of  Prof. 
Chukwuma Soludo has 
zero tolerance for domestic 
violence, let alone killing 
one’s spouse. And we, as a 

ministry, would continue to 
ensure that it is put under 
check.

“We have 10 cases of  do-
mestic violence at our Fam-
ily Court and, out of  that 
number, nine suspects were 
remanded at the awaiting 
trial section, while one was 
granted bail.

“But, this is not in An-
ambra State alone, and our 
state has one of  the lowest 
cases of  death through do-
mestic violence; this recent 
one makes it the fifth case,” 
Obinabo said.

National President of  
the association, Mrs Nki-
ru Nwagbo, earlier in her 
address, called on the com-
missioner to support them, 
especially in the area of  
training, as they also have 
the target of  helping to stop 
domestic violence in the 
state.

“We have well over 8,000 
members in Anambra State 
who believe in our capaci-
ty to resolve their problems 
through empowerment pro-
grams,” she said while com-
mending governor Soludo 
for his positive actions, so 
far, to develop the state.

Imo community, Umuijem-Avu boils, accuses 
State Housing Corporation of land grabbing 

S
ome officials in the 
Imo State Housing 
Corporation have been 

allegedly accused of  engag-
ing the people Umuijem 
community in Avu town in 
a fight, using government 
security agents to intimate 
them with a view to taking 
over their land.

Recall that Uzodimma 
had called for the return of  
every illegally acquired land 
by government arbitrarily 
were wholly returned back 
to the owners through the 
Commission of  Inquiry 
but this seems not to be 
the guiding principle of  the 
present General Manager 
of  Imo State Housing Cor-
poration.

It was a free for all last 
week as the youths, women 
and the Elders of  Umuijem- 
Avu Community engaged 
some individuals who claim 
to be agents of  the govern-
ment, making to clear their 
land forcefully even after 
the Community had insist-
ed their ancestral land was 
not for sell and went further 
to drag the agency to Court.

Umuijem, Avu, Owerri 
West Local Government 

Area of  Imo State has raised 
a fresh alarm over moves by 
Imo State Housing Corpo-
ration to forcefully take their 
land despite the fact the 
matter is still in court.

Crises erupted when some 
people claiming to be offi-
cials of  Government came 
to Utiri Egbelu Mkpala or 
Egbelu Mkpala land lying 
and situate at Umuijem to 
clear the land without any 
notice to the owners of  the 
land.

This incident drew the an-
ger of  the community who 
thronged the area and insist-
ed the alleged agents of  the 
government leave their land.

Realising they were on an 
illegal mission the security 
agents among them respect-
ed themselves and withdrew 
from the operation even the 
bulldozer was recalled.

Meanwhile, the elders of  
the community reportedly 
insisted they never sold, do-
nated or leased their only an-
cestral land left for them and 
their children to anyone, not 
even the government.

In the Public Notice 
signed by Elder Roland 
Nwachukwu, Rev. Hen-
shaw Njimezi, Benjamin 

Anoruo (Eldest Man of  
the Community), Azunna 
Oforegbu, Foster Anoruo, 
Mr. Shadrach Njimezi, 
Pastor Charles Opara and 
Alphonsus Akujuo, notified 
the Public that the said piece 
of  land (Utiri Egbelu Mkpa-
la or Egbelu Mkpala lying 
and situate at Umuijem, 
Avu, in Owerri West local 
government if  their ances-
tral land and have vowed 
never to leave their land to 
any person or authority.

They recalled that in 2019 
the Imo Housing Corpora-
tion forcefully and unlaw-
fully invaded their land, 
cleared it with bulldozer, 
destroying the soil, crops 
and economic trees, there-
by eliciting their resolve to 
sue Imo State Government, 
Attorney General of  Imo 
State and Imo Housing 
Co-operation in Suit No: 
HOW/789/2019. The mat-
ter is still pending at High 
Court Owerri before the 
Chief  Judge of  Imo State.

According to the the no-
tice and it says: “It baffles 
us that Imo State Housing 
Co-operation, who has re-
fused to file any defence 

to the suit has now started 
threatening to clear the re-
maining portion of  our land 
despite the fact that our suit 
is still pending.

 “It is also important to 
mention that at no time 
did we enter into any land 
acquisition agreement with 
Imo Housing Co-operation. 
Therefore, we cannot con-
jecture the reason for the 
desperation to grab our land 
by force even after Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma had 
warned against appropria-
tion of  people’s land illegal-
ly”.

The Community further 
stressed the fact that they 
are not ready to leave their 
land, which is the only an-
cestral land now remaining 
for them. They also revealed 
that it is a place where their 
ancestors were buried and a 
place where they bury their 
deceased loved ones and 
farm. 

They sounded a note of  
warning that they are ready 
to die for their ancestral 
land.

 “Government of  Imo 
State and the general Pub-
lic should hold Imo State 
Housing Co-operation re-
sponsible should anything 
happen to them, they stated.

Anambra establishes family court
to tackle domestic violence

tions, Dr. Akabogu request-
ed that the former Manag-
ing Directors under whose 
tenure the  transactions 
were made,  be invited to 
provide further answers, es-
pecially with regards to the 
vouchers. 

“The current manage-
ment is not in possession 
of  the vouchers and hence, 
informed the Senate Com-
mittee that the contents of  
the container in the prem-
ises of  the fund, where the 
former Managing Directors 
allegedly left the vouchers 
have succumbed to the ele-
ments. And that this can be 
substantiated from mem-
os, hitherto written by the 
fund’s General Services De-
partment on the state of  the 
facility in question.  

“This statement has be-
come necessary to forestall 
further wrong finger-point-
ing and mischief  in a sec-
tion of  the media directed 
at the current management 
of  the NSITF, which has 
charted a new course with 
strategic reforms, strongly 
anchored on transparency 
and already, producing pos-
itive results.”

... Urges Gov Uzodimma to call agency to order



Foreign News

News Echo   Wednesday 17 - Thursday 18 August, 2022                                              Page  14

U
kraine is engaged in 
a counteroffensive 
aimed at creating 
“chaos within Rus-

sian forces” by striking at the 
invaders’ supply lines deep into 
occupied territories, according 
to a key adviser to the presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

Mykhailo Podolyak told the 
Guardian there could be more 
attacks in the “next two or three 
months” similar to Tuesday’s 
mysterious strikes on a railway 
junction and airbase in Crimea, 
as well as last week’s hit on Rus-
sian war planes at the peninsu-
la’s Saky aerodrome.

Russia said a fire on Tuesday 
had set off  explosions at a mu-
nitions depot in the Dzhankoi 
district of  Crimea – an incident 
Podolyak called a “reminder” 
that “Crimea occupied by Rus-
sians is about warehouse explo-

sions and high risk of  death for 
invaders and thieves”.

Ukraine has not claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks. 
They have prompted Russian 
tourists to flee Crimea in panic. 
There were queues on Tuesday 
outside the railway station at the 
regional capital Simferopol.

The defence ministry in Mos-
cow said it was dealing with 
cases of  sabotage and taking 
“necessary measures” to pre-
vent further episodes.

Speaking from the presiden-
tial offices in Kyiv, Podolyak 
said: “Our strategy is to destroy 
the logistics, the supply lines 
and the ammunition depots and 
other objects of  military infra-
structure. It’s creating a chaos 
within their own forces.”

The adviser, often described as 
the country’s third most power-
ful figure, said Kyiv’s approach 

‘Creating chaos’: Zelenskiy’s adviser outlines
Ukraine’s military strategy

The GuardianBritish soldiers with an M270 system during a military exercise in Germany.

ran counter to Moscow’s use 
of  blunt artillery power to gain 
territory in the Donbas region 
to the east, which has seen Rus-
sian troops destroy cities such as 
Mariupol and Sievierodonetsk 
in order to gain territory.

“So Russia has kind of  taught 
everybody that a counteroffen-
sive requires huge amounts of  
manpower like a giant fist and 
just go in one direction,” he 
said, but “a Ukrainian counter-
offensive looks very different. 
We don’t use the tactics of  the 
60s and 70s, of  the last century.”

However, the remarks could 
also be interpreted as an ac-
knowledgment that Ukraine is 
struggling to amass the amount 
of  men and military material 
required to sustain a full coun-
teroffensive in the south of  the 
country, which typically re-
quires a superiority of  three sol-
diers to one or more.

Instead, Ukraine has tried to 
cut off  Kherson – the one city 
held by Russia on the west bank 
of  the Dnieper River – by dam-
aging road and rail bridges using 
newly supplied western rocket 
artillery to the point where it is 
no longer possible for Russia to 
resupply its forces effectively.

Podolyak asked for “50, 60, 
80 more” of  the MLRS (mul-
tiple launch rocket systems) 
on top of  an existing arsenal 
of  about 20, 16 of  which are 
truck-mounted Himars sup-
plied by the US. Three – the 
track-wheeled M270 – have also 
come from the UK with three 
more promised, which the ad-
viser described as “very good”.

Helped by the long-range 
missiles supplied by the west, 
Podolyak added that Ukraine 
hoped to degrade the invaders’ 
strength through “lack of  sup-

plies and lack of  ammunition” 
that “will make Russians fight 
like they did on the first months 
of  the war”.

In early phase of  the conflict 
a disorganised Russian military 
failed to capture Kyiv after the 
invading forces became clogged 
up in a series of  traffic jams on 
roads leading into the city, mak-
ing them vulnerable to Ukraini-
an infantry and anti-tank weap-
ons.

The presidential aide suggest-
ed that last week’s airbase at-
tack could have been the work 
of  partisans, but playfully dis-
missed any suggestion it could 
have been an accident as had 
been suggested by Moscow in 
its immediate aftermath.

Podolyak said Russians had 
“a different physics” if  they 
believed the blasts were caused 
by discarded cigarettes causing 
munitions dumps to explode, 
before going on to anticipate a 
repeat of  such attacks behind 
the lines in the future.

“I certainly agree with the 
Russian ministry for defence, 
which is predicting more inci-
dents of  this kind in the next 
two, three months. I think we 
might see more of  those hap-
pening,” Podolyak said.

He also signalled that Ukraine 
regards the Crimean Bridge 
linking the occupied peninsu-
la with the Russian mainland 
as a legitimate military target. 
“It’s an illegal construction and 
the main gateway to supply the 
Russian army in Crimea. Such 
objects should be destroyed,” he 
warned.

Although Ukraine has refused 
to take public responsibility for 
the attack on the Saky airbase, 
it has done so in private, and the 
incident has come at time when Zelensky, Ukraine PM

a string of  Russian strategic tar-
gets have been hit deep behind 
the frontline.

On Monday there was specu-
lation that Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
a Russian businessman report-
edly tied to the Wagner private 
military company, could have 
been wounded or killed in a 
Ukrainian rocket strike in the 
Donbas.

Photos published by a Rus-
sian journalist of  the man’s 
meeting with Wagner merce-
naries in east Ukraine made 
the location of  the base easy 
to identify. And on Sunday, the 
building at Mironivska was hit 
by a Ukrainian artillery strike, 
probably from a Himars system.

Podolyak, who had been a 
peace talks negotiator in the 
early phases of  the conflict, said 
there was no prospect of  Russia 
negotiating seriously until it had 
suffered a defeat on the battle-
field. He said some unnamed 
European countries were “un-
der the illusion” that the Krem-
lin may seek talks in good faith.

“Russian ears only open up 
when there is a giant military 
bat hitting the Russian head,” 
he said.

He also praised Britain’s role 
in supporting Ukraine so far, 
which in some respects had 
exceeded the US, and said he 
expected strong support to con-
tinue after Boris Johnson steps 
down as prime minister. “You 
became a giant – it’s hard to go 
back to being a midget,” he add-
ed.

Johnson had offered “person-
al and emotional backing” to 
Zelenskiy in the “darkest day 
of  Ukrainian history”, Podol-
yak said. The UK’s contribution 
would be remembered for cen-
turies, he suggested. 



he Bayelsa State TPolice Command, 
o n  T u e s d a y , 

paraded five notorious 
suspected kidnappers, oil 
p i p e l i n e  v a n d a l s , 
including two brothers, 
who have been terrorizing 
and abducting innocent 
indigenes of  the state.

It was gathered that 
the five suspects who were 
arrested in a suburb of  
Yenagoa, the state capital, 
and Nembe Bassambiri, 
i n  N e m b e  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state were arrested over 
offences bothering on 
pipeline vandalism, sea-
piracy, kidnapping, and 
illegal oil bunkering.

Mr. Kelvin Sutomwa 
Martins, a 37-year-old 
p o p u l a r ly  k n ow n  a s 
Lugard, according to the 
po l ice  was  a l l eged ly 
among the gang that blew 
u p  t w o  t r u n k  l i n e s 
carrying crude oil on 
different occasions.

Briefing newsmen on 

ive armed men on FMonday abducted 
six travellers on 

Obbo-Ile/Osi highway in 
Ekiti Local Government 
Area of  Kwara South 
Senatorial District.

They were abducted at 
about 2315hours while 
travelling in a Hummer 
bus registered Abuja KUJ 
613 AA.

F o u r  o f  t h e  s i x 
travellers have, however, 
been successfully rescued 
on Tuesday, according to 

h e  O g u n  S t a t e TAmotekun Corps 
has apprehended 

n o  f e w e r  t h a n  “ 1 1 
notorious cultists of  both 
Aiye and Eiye Cult groups 
in some parts of  the State” 
in the last two weeks.

T h e  a r r e s t e d 
suspects, reports learnt, 
had been involved in cult 
clashes leading to the 
death of  a number of  
persons in Sagamu, Ijebu-
Ode and Ijebu-Igbo.

A m o t e k u n 
Commander in Ogun, 
David Akinremi, in a 
statement on Tuesday, said 
the men were also involved 
in robbery activities, while 
dealing with illicit drugs 
(like tramadol, SK, Loud, 
Ice, e.t.c), including weeds 
suspected to be Indian 
hemp.

Akinremi said: “It 
will be recalled that our 
major towns have in recent 
times witnessed all forms 
of  cult-related killings, 
g a n g s t e r i s m  a n d 

disturbance of  public 
peace.

“ T h e s e  c r i m i n a l 
elements perpetrating the 
dastardly acts in the name 
of  supremacy war has 
c a u s e d  s o  m u c h 
apprehension to the peace-
loving residents of  the 
S ta te  wi th  Abeokuta 
me t ropo l i s,  Sagamu, 
Ijebu-Ode, I jebu-Igbo 
being the most affected.

“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Amotekun Corps is taking 
the war to their doorsteps 
w i t h  a  v i e w  t o 

checkmating activities of  
these criminal elements.”

t h e  s t a t e  P o l i c e 
C o m m a n d ' s  P u b l i c 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r , 
Okasanmi Ajayi, in a 
statement in Ilorin.

He said on receipt of  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
d e t a c h m e n t s  o f  
conventional policemen, 
Tactical teams, Vigilante 
a n d  H u n t e r s  w e r e 
immediately dispatched to 
the area for  possible 
search, rescue and arrest 
of  the suspects.

“Consequently, the 
victims' vehicle, loaded 

with foodstuffs was found 
abandoned, inside which 
an empty shell of  7.62mm 
a m m u n i t i o n  w a s 
recovered.”

Okasanmi disclosed 
that the intensity of  the 
pressure during the search 
and rescue efforts led to 
abandoning four of  the 
abductees who have now 
been rescued and are with 
the police.

“The kidnappers who 
are believed to be in the 
bushes  wi th  the  two 
remaining victims would 

soon be smoked out and 
arrested,” he added.

The Commissioner of  
Police, Kwara State, CP 
Tu e s d ay  A s s ay o m o, 
assured the families of  the 
yet-to-be-released victims, 
that no stone would be left 
unturned in rescuing the 
remaining victims still in 
t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e 
kidnappers.

He further advised 

commuters to avoid night 

journeys, especially on 

isolated roads

ivers State Police RC o m m a n d  h a s 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 

arrest of  a woman who 
allegedly conspired with 
her male lover to inflict 
machete cuts on his wife in 
Omurelu community in 
Ikwerre Local Government 
Area of  the state.

T h e  C o m m a n d ' s 
Public Relations officer, 
Grace Iringe-Koko who 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
development on Tuesday 
in Port Harcourt said the 
arrest was carried out by 
“detectives at the Elele 
Division who acted on 
d i r e c t i v e s  b y  t h e 
commissioner” of  Police, 
Friday Eboka.

S P  I r i n g e - K o k o 
explained that while the 
husband of  the victim is 
“still on the run”, CP 
Eboka has ordered that the 
case be “transferred to 
S t a t e  C r i m i n a l 
Investigation Department” 
in Port Harcourt for proper 
investigation and possible 
prosecution.

Meanwhile, Anayo 
Warisi who is an elder 
brother to the victim, said 

his sister only questioned 
the reason her husband 
would bring his “female 
lover” to their matrimonial 
home after  which the 
husband and his lover “beat 
up” the victim with a 
machete which has put her 
into “coma”.

Warisi said his sister is 
“battling to survive in the 
hospital and called for 
justice over the matter.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
incident, a Human Rights 
Group, the Centre for Basic 
Rights Protection and 
Accountability Campaign 
has called for a “thorough 
investigation” into the 
incident.

The secretary of  the 
r i g h t s  g r o u p,  G l a dy s 
Oyenmwen noted that 
“domestic violence under 
any guise has no place in 
society” and should not be 
condoled irrespective of  
who is the perpetrator.

Oyenmwen,  whi le 
commending the quick 
intervention of  the police, 
said anyone found culpable 
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
investigations, must be 
made to face the full wrath 
of  the law.

activities. These crimes 
have negatively impacted 
our environment – most 
especially the Marine life 
– and the economy of  the 
country at large.

“You may recall that 
on 30th July 2022 at 0200 
hours, pipeline vandals 
b lew up a  Tr unkl ine 
carrying crude oil from 
Omoku to Brass Terminal 
at Etiama, Nembe Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a , 
Bayelsa State.

“In a related attack, 
on 11 August 2022, at 
about 0100 hours, the 
same vandals with the aid 
o f  a n  I m p r o v i s e d 
Explosive Device (IED) 
b l ew up  a  c r ude  o i l 
d e l ive r y  p i p e l i n e  a t 
Obama Tekere River. This 
line also supplies crude oil 
to Brass Terminal.

“Worried by these 
a t t a c k s ,  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police 
Bayelsa State Command, 
CP Ben Nebolisa Okolo 
f d c ,  c h a r g e d  t h e 
command's tactical teams 
to intensify efforts to 
arrest the perpetrators.

Tuesday at the police 
headquarters in Yenagoa, 
the state's Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP 
Asinim Butswat, said the 
briefing is predicated on 
the  recen t  successes 
recorded by the command 
i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t 
pipeline vandalism, illegal 
o i l  b u n k e r i n g  a n d 
economic sabotage in 
Bayelsa State.

The Bayelsa State 
Police Command, on 
Tuesday, paraded five 
n o t o r i o u s  s u s p e c t e d 
kidnappers, oil pipeline 
vandals, including two 
brothers, who have been 
terrorizing and abducting 
innocent indigenes of  the 
state.

Reports gathered that 
the five suspects who were 
arrested in a suburb of  
Yenagoa, the state capital, 
and Nembe Bassambiri, 
i n  N e m b e  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state were arrested over 
offences bothering on 

“Consequently, on 
6th August 2022 at about 
1145 hours, acting on 
credible intelligence, the 
operatives of  the Anti 
kidnapping unit arrested 
one Kelvin Sutomwa 
Martin 'm' 37 years aka 
L u g a r d  a t  A g b u r a , 
Yenagoa. The suspect has 
been on wanted list of  the 
command for various 
o f f e n c e s  s u c h  a s : 
kidnapping, sea piracy 
and pipeline vandalism. 
Upon interrogation the 
suspect mentioned his 
cohorts who are residents 
of  Nembe Bassambiri, 
N e m b e  L o c a l 
Government Area.

“ I n  a  f o l l o w  u p 
o p e r a t i o n  o n  1 2 
August,2022 operatives of  
the Anti kidnapping unit 
in collaboration with 
y o u t h s  w o r k i n g  f o r 
Labrador Security outfit 
arrested one Ebiebere 
P a u l  ' m '  4 2  y e a r s , 

pipeline vandalism, sea-
piracy, kidnapping, and 
illegal oil bunkering.

Mr. Kelvin Sutomwa 
Martins, a 37-year-old 
p o p u l a r ly  k n ow n  a s 
Lugard, according to the 
po l ice  was  a l l eged ly 
among the gang that blew 
u p  t w o  t r u n k  l i n e s 
carrying crude oil on 
different occasions.

Briefing newsmen on 
Tuesday at the police 
headquarters in Yenagoa, 
the state's Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP 
Asinim Butswat, said the 
briefing is predicated on 
the  recen t  successes 
recorded by the command 
i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t 
pipeline vandalism, illegal 
o i l  b u n k e r i n g  a n d 
economic sabotage in 
Bayelsa State.

He continued “In 
recent times, the Bayelsa 
State Police Command 
was  confronted with 
reported cases of  pipeline 
vandalism, sea piracy and 
i l legal  o i l  bunker ing 

Christian Ayibatariworio 
' m '  4 3  ye a r s,  O wo r i 
Clarkson Paul 'm' 45 years 
and Beregha Kingsley 'm' 
32 years, aka kalaboy, 
after a fierce gun battle at 
their hideout in Nembe 
Bassambiri and Nembe 
Creek.

“All the suspects have 
c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e i r 
involvement in the recent 
attacked on a Crude oil 
d e l ive r y  p i p e l i n e  a t 
Obama Tekere River and a 
Trunkline at Etiama, 
N e m b e  L o c a l 
Government Areas.”

The Bayelsa State 
Police Command said it 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o 
collaborate and synergize 
with other sister security 
agencies,  community 
yo u t h s  a n d  r e l eva n t 
stakeholders to protect 
c r i t i c a l  n a t i o n a l 
infrastructure.

I t  added that  the 
suspects will be charged to 
court at the conclusion of  
the investigation.
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atest data on the Lamount spent in 
s u b s i d i s i n g  

Premium Motor Spirit, 
popularly called petrol, 
seen in Abuja on Monday 
s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  
government subsidised 
the commodity with 
N 1 . 5 9 3 t n  b e t w e e n  
January and June 2022. 

It was also gathered 
t h a t  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
Nat iona l  Pe t ro leum 
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d  
pumped N54.66bn into 
refinery rehabilitation 
during the six months 
period. 

Figures obtained from 
t h e  N N P C L ' s  
p resen ta t ion  to  the  
Federation Accounts 
Allocation Committee 
meeting for July 2022 
showed that subsidies on 
petrol were implemented 
in June. The company 
transited from a public oil 
firm to a commercial 
entity last month. 

It also made it clear in 
July that subsidy on petrol 
was now a burden of  the 
Federal Government and 
not its own responsibility. 

An analysis of  the July 
presentation to FAAC 
showed that fuel subsidy 
or under-recovery/value 

shortfall, as described by 
N N P C L ,  r o s e  t o  
N1.593tn in the first half  
of  2022. 

Figures  f rom the 
report indicated that the 
amounts spent as subsidy 
on the commodity in 
January, February and 
March were N210.38bn, 
N 2 1 9 . 7 8 b n  a n d  
N245.77bn, respectively. 

A total of  N271.59bn, 
N327.1bn and N319.18bn 
were spent as subsidy in 
April, May and June 
respectively.

O n  r e f i n e r y  
rehabilitation, the oil 
company spent N9.11bn 
in January, made no 
expense in February and 
M a r c h .  I t  i nve s t e d  
another N9.11bn on the 
facility. 

It spent N9.11bn in 
each of  the months of  
April and May 2022 on 
refinery rehabilitation, 
while investing N18.22bn 
on the plant in June. 

In April this year, the 
Minister of  State for 
Petroleum Resources, 
Chief  Timipre Sylva, said 
the April 2023 completion 
date for the rehabilitation 
of  the Port Harcourt 
refinery was feasible and 

that the plant would refine 
60,000 barrels of  crude by 
early next year. 

“This project kicked 
off  second quarter last 
year and where they are 
now is quite impressive. It 
is on schedule. The 
commitment is to deliver 
60,000 barrels per day 
from this refinery by the 

he Shell Petroleum TD e v e l o p m e n t 
C o m p a n y  h a s 

discharged five barrels of  
crude oil from its Trans 
Niger Pipeline into Bodo 
community in Gokana 
Local Government Area 
of  Rivers State, following 
an operational failure.

This was contained in 
a  r e p o r t  o f  a  J o i n t 
Investigation Visit (JIV) 
s i g n e d  b y  t h e  h o s t 
community, the National 
Oil Spill Detection and 
Response Agency, SPDC, 
and the  Rivers  S ta te 
Ministry of  Environment.

According to the JIV 
report, the TNP operated 
by Shell discharged 98 per 
cent water and 2 per cent 
crude into Bodo, due to the 
ongoing flushing of  the 
pipeline with residual 
crude oil of  about five 
barrels.

In a statement issued 
i n  Po r t  H a r c o u r t ,  a 
spokesperson of  the SPDC 
Niger ia  L imi ted ,  Mr 
Michael Adande, said the 
impact of  the spill, both 
within and outside the 
shell's JV right of  way, was 
minimal since the TNP 
had not transported crude 
oil since mid-June 2022.

Adande firther said the 

report of  the JIV would 
soon be available on the 
SPDC oil spills site.

The statement read, 
“The spill from the Bomu-
Bonny section of  the 
SPDC JV's Trans Niger 
Pipeline in Bodo, Gokana 
Local Government Area 
of  Rivers State on August 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t ' s 
intervention fund 

t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y 
distribution companies has 
risen to N2.9trn, from 
N2trn recorded as of  May 
this year. 

This indicates a 45 per 
cent increase over the 
period. 

By estimation, the 
N2.9trn is the total funding 
extended to the sector 
since privatisation in 2013. 

T h e  D i r e c t o r -
General, Bureau of  Public 
Enterprise, Alex Okoh, in 
an interview, said there 
was an approval of  a fresh 
2.3 billion Euro loan for 
the  t ransmiss ion and 
distribution arms of  the 
sector. 

Prior to the 2.3 billion 
Euros, the last one was the 
$500m by the World Bank 
to improve its electricity 
distribution sector in May. 

“There are a lot of  
interventions going in that 

regard.  There is 2.3 billion 
Euros for the transmission 
and distribution so that we 
can wheel more power for 
consumers,” Okoh said 
during the interview. 

In November 2013, 
the Federal Government 
unbundled the Power 
Holding Company of  
Nigeria, PHCN and sold 
18 utility firms to private 
investors.

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government said it spent a 
total of  N1.7trn on the 
sector from 2017 to 2020. 

A n  a d d i t i o n  o f  
N1.7trn as of  2020, plus 
$500m WB loan and the 
fresh 2.3 billion Euro, 
brings total funding to 
N2.9trn. 

Despi te  the  huge 
government funding, the 
sector has been bedeviled 
by several woes such as 
c o n s t a n t  p owe r  g r i d 
c o l l a p s e s ,  w i t h  s i x 
recorded so far this year 
alone.

3, 2022 was largely water 
(98%) from the ongoing 
flushing of  the TNP, with 
residual crude oil of  about 
five barrels as established 
by the signed report of  the 
Joint Investigation Visit 
led by regulators, and 
involving representatives 
o f  t h e  R i v e r s  S t a t e 
Ministry of  Environment 

and the community.

“Owing to the high 

level of  theft, the SPDC 

has not processed crude oil 

through the TNP since 

mid-June 2022. Clean up 

of  the impacted area and 

repair work on the pipeline 

are under w

first quarter of  next year, 
and, of  course, we are 
quite happy,” Sylva had 
stated while inspecting 
the facility. 

The NNPC officially 
signed the contract with 
Tecnimont SPA for the 
$1.5bn rehabilitation 
programme of  the Port 
H a r c o u r t  R e f i n i n g  

Company in April 2021 
and had promised that the 
f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  b e  
completed in 18 months. 

M e a n w h i l e  t h e  
c o m p a n y ' s  J u l y  
presentation to FAAC 
stated that the sum of  
N391.529bn was the gross 
domestic crude oil and 
gas revenue for the month 

of  June 2022. 
It noted that the value 

s h o r t f a l l  o n  t h e  
importation of  PMS 
recovered from June 2022 
p r o c e e d s  w a s  
N319.176bn while the 
outs tanding balance  
carried forward was 
N1.01tn.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Fuel subsidy hits N1.593tn, refinery rehabilitation gulps N54.66bn 

Shell confirms spill, discharges oil into Ogoni 

Power intervention
fund jumps to N2.9trn 
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A  scuffle at the Bomas of Kenya on August 15, 2022.

Foreign News

K
enya’s presi-
dent-elect, William 
Ruto, has been ac-
cused of  crimes 

against humanity at the Inter-
national Criminal court and 
is alleged to have corruptly 
acquired his fabulous wealth.

It is a disappointing turn in 
what had initially promised 
to be Kenya’s most transpar-
ent election. After a day of  
relatively problem free voting, 
nearly a week of  counting and 
tallying up the ballots, and 
scanned forms containing re-
sults being openly posted on a 
publicly accessible online por-
tal, the process has at the last 

minute degenerated into farce 
and acrimony.

A majority of  commission-
ers of  the Independent Elec-
toral and Boundaries Com-
mission (IECC) disowned the 
results on the final day, calling 
the process opaque. Among 
them was the deputy head of  
the commission, who in the 
preceding days had been at 
the podium in the tallying hall 
in Nairobi’s Bomas of  Kenya, 
declaring the very results she 
now seems to cast aspersions 
on.

The media’s opacity fed ru-
mors

Fearful of  the worst, as the 

Kenya election degenerated into
farce and acrimony

William Ruto triumphed over his rival Raila Odinga in Kenya’s 2022 presidential race.

counting proceeded at snail’s 
pace, Kenyans stayed at home 
with schools and businesses 
closed. That this was the prod-
uct of  an election that, right 
up to the final declaration of  
the results of  the presidential 
election, had been acclaimed 
as a lesson in transparency, is 
befuddling. What could have 
gone so wrong?

I think that the problem was 
that even as the IEBC bared 
all, others who may have had 
misgivings about the process 
did not. For example, the me-
dia, which had promised an 
independent tally, suddenly 
suspended its counting with-

out offering an explanation, 
creating room for all sorts of  
speculation. Some suggested 
media counts had been hacked 
and others that the forms on 
the IEBC’s online portal — on 
which media were basing their 
counts - had been compro-
mised. Little evidence of  this 
was offered but the media’s 
opacity fed the rumors.

Dissenting electoral com-
missioners

Further, the Azimio la Umo-
ja coalition, whose candidate, 
Raila Odinga, narrowly lost 
the race, for days had agents in 
the hall as the IEBC was en-
gaged in a verification exercise 
to establish the genuineness of  
the forms it was to use to de-
clare the result. At no point 
through the process, even as 
the results were being public-
ly declared and the scanned 
forms were openly available 
on the online portal, did they 
raise objections. And even af-
ter rejecting the results, the co-
alition said nothing about its 
intentions – whether it would 
challenge the result in court or 
would pursue other means for 
redress.

The four commissioners 
who dissented failed to give 
reasons for their dissent rath-
er than the vague, and rather 
ironic, allegation of  opaci-
ty. None of  this is to suggest 
that the media, the politicians 

and the commissioners do not 
have valid reasons for their ob-
jections. However, it is a bitter 
pill to swallow for Kenyans, 
who have demanded trans-
parency of  the IEBC for well 
over a decade, to turn around 
and find that it the very insti-
tutions and people who would 
most benefit from such trans-
parency who are now the cus-
todians of  the dark.

Transparency gaps in elec-
toral process

If  there is one thing that 
Kenyans should take away 
from these elections, it is that 
transparency from the state 
authorities running the elec-
tion, while necessary, is not 
sufficient when not matched 
by similar transparency on 
the part of  individuals and 
organizations engaged in the 
process.

In the last 15 years since 
the disastrous 2007 elections 
that resulted in widespread 
violence that killed over 1,300 
people and displaced hun-
dreds of  thousands, efforts 
to reform the process have 
largely focused on the need 
to constrain the state, which 
has historically been most re-
sponsible for the violence and 
stealing that has characterized 
previous elections. Now that 
focus must be expanded to 
include all other actors in the 
electoral system. 
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he management of  Tthe Bayelsa-owned 
male football team, 

Bayelsa United football 
club, has finally opened up 
on the unpaid twenty-five 
million naira prize money 
from the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF), for the 
2 0 2 1  A I T E O  c u p 
champions.

The Chairman of  the 
c lub,  Eb ik i  T imi t imi , 
dismissed reports in the 
media that the management 
refused to return the trophy 
won last year due to the 
NFF's inability to pay the 
price money for the trophy.

R e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e 
Yenagoa-based Nigeria 
National League, NNL side 
won the 2021 Aiteo Cup on 
August 8, after defeating 
N P F L  s i d e  N a s a r awa 
U n i t e d  v i a  p e n a l t y 
shootout, following a 2-2 
draw at the end of  extra-
time.

Bayelsa United won the 
penalty shootout 4-3 to win 
the trophy for the first time 
ever in their history at the 
Ogbemudia stadium in 
Benin City, Edo State.

The management of  the 
B a y e l s a - o w n e d  m a l e 
football  team, Bayelsa 
United football club, has 
finally opened up on the 
unpaid twenty-five million 
naira prize money from the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), for the 2021 AITEO 
cup champions.

The Chairman of  the 
c lub,  Eb ik i  T imi t imi , 
dismissed reports in the 
media that the management 
refused to return the trophy 
won last year due to the 
NFF's inability to pay the 
price money for the trophy.

R e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e 
Yenagoa-based Nigeria 
National League, NNL side 
won the 2021 Aiteo Cup on 
August 8, after defeating 

N P F L  s i d e  N a s a r awa 
U n i t e d  v i a  p e n a l t y 
shootout, following a 2-2 
draw at the end of  extra-
time.

Bayelsa United won the 
penalty shootout 4-3 to win 
the trophy for the first time 
ever in their history at the 
Ogbemudia stadium in 
Benin City, Edo State.

The Chairman while 
reacting to the report on a 
sports program in Yenagoa, 
m on i to red  by  DAI LY 
POST, said the club was yet 
to receive any official 
request demanding the 
return of  the trophy.

Timitimi cautioned the 
fake news peddlers  to 
always verify information 
from the club before putting 
it out to the public for their 
consumption.

He explained that the 
club have written to the 
apex footbal l  body in 
Nigeria to demand payment 

of  the twenty-five million 
naira prize money, yet the 
NFF has failed to keep to 
their promise after one year 
for both teams, Bayelsa 
U n i t e d  a n d  B a y e l s a 
Queens.

He noted that the team 
is focused on its quest to 
return to the elite division 
and doesn't want to be 
distracted with two games 
to go starting from Nnewi 
United this weekend and 
Cynosure Fc of  Abakaliki 
at home.

He thanked Governor, 
D o u y e  D i r i ,  a n d  h i s 
D e p u t y ,  L a w r e n c e 
Ewhrudjakpo for their 
unending support to the 
team, assuring them of  
NPFL return.

It would be recalled that 
K a n o  P i l l a r s  a l s o 
complained many years ago 
that they were not paid the 
prize money for the cup 
competition organized by 
the NFF.

ormer Manchester FUnited defender, 
G a r y  N e v i l l e 

claims the club has made 
only two good signings 
since 2013.

Neville, speaking on 
Sky Sports, described Old 
Trafford as a “graveyard 
for football players”.

United have lost 
their first two Premier 
League fixtures at home to 
Brighton and away at 
Brentford.

Neville feels the way 
the club has been run has 
turned it into where top 
players will not want to 
play.

“ I t ' s  b e c o m e  a 
graveyard for football 
players, this football club. 
W h e r e  p l a y e r s  a r e 
considering whether they 
even come to the club. 
They can't get players in.

scar's proposed 

Om o v e  t o 
Flamengo has hit 

the rocks  after Shanghai 
SIPG decided against 
s i g n i n g  d o c u m e n t s 
allowing the deal to go 
ahead.

According to Fabrizio 
Romano, the player had 
already signed a contract 
on August 5 – and was 
even  p i c tu red  in  the 
Brazilian side's shirt which 
left Flamengo to believe 
there would not be any 
pitfalls as they prepared an 
official announcement.

However, less than two 
weeks after signing a deal 
to return to his homeland, 
O s c a r ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  
Chelsea,  revealed on 
Twitter that he was keen to 
get the move over the line 
but that it was not possible 
at that time.

T h e  3 0 - y e a r - o l d 
midfielder sent out a tweet 
to explain the situation, 
saying: 'I appreciate the 
interest of  Flamengo and 
the fans, but it was not 
possible to do so at that 
moment.

'I wish the club the best 
of  luck and all the friends I 
h a v e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e 
remainder of  this season. 
Thank you all!'

The Brazilian's move to 
the Chinese Super League 
was one which caught the 

attention of  football fans 
after he traded in a place in 
a Chelsea side that was on 
the verge of  winning the 
Premier League, for a 
move viewed by many to 
be  pure ly  f inancia l ly 
driven.

He joined the likes of  
Didier Drogba, Nicolas 
Anelka and Robinho in 
making the move to China, 
but notably was still only 
25, whereas the other three 
were approaching the end 
of  their careers at the top 
of  the game.

O s c a r  j o i n e d  t h e 
Chinese side in 2017 for 
£54million, and has gone 
on to play 173 games, 
scor ing 51 goals  and 
assisting a fur ther 94 
winning both the league 
and Chinese Cup on one 

occasion.
Shanghai SIPG can 

c o u n t  a m o n g s t  t h e i r 
previous managers former 
Tottenham, Chelsea and 
Zenit St. Petersburg boss 
Andre Villas-Boas, who 
managed the club for 12 
m o n t h s  b e t w e e n 
N ove m b e r  2 0 1 6  a n d 
November 2017, and ex-
England manager Sven-
Goran Eriksson who was 
at the reins between 2014 
and 2016.

Amongst Oscar's team-
mates for several seasons 
was his compatriot Hulk, 
who depar ted for his 
native Brazil in February 
2021 to join Atletico-MG, 
where he would go on to 
l ink up with another 
former Blue in Diego 
Costa.

“I have to say, where 
I got to the point on 
Saturday [after the 4-0 loss 
at Brentford] on moving 
away from the players, 
w h e n  a  s c h o o l  i s 
underperforming, getting 
poor results regularly over 
a period of  time, they get 

a n c h e s t e r MUni ted  have 
made a U-turn 

on plans to sign Chelsea 
winger Hakim Ziyech.

TalkSPORT quoted 
repor t s  in  France  as 
claiming the United board 
initially had doubts over a 
move for the Moroccan 
international, with Erik 
ten Hag said to be keen on 
a reunion with his former 
Ajax protegee.

However,  the  Red 
Devils are now 'listening 
to their manager on the 
subject' and will consider 
signing the 29-year-old, as 
long as Chelsea's asking 
price is not too high.

I n  a n o t h e r 
development, Manchester 
United have reportedly 
been dealt another blow in 
the transfer market.

Spanish outlet Sport 
claim Matheus Cunha has 
rejected the chance to 
move to Old Trafford

T a l k S P O R T  h a d 
revealed United were 
hoping to agree to a £42 
million deal with Atletico 
Madrid.

Cunha, a 23-year-old 
Braz i l  in te r nat iona l , 
signed for the Spanish club 
in 2021 and has scored 
s e v e n  g o a l s  i n  3 7 
appearances.

put in special measures by 
the government.

“The kids don't get 
blamed. That's where 
Manchester United are, 
it's special measures and 
you can't blame the kids 
anymore,” Neville said.

tletico Madrid is 

Awilling to offer 
A n t o i n e 

Griezmann or  Alvaro 
Morata to Manchester 
United in exchange for 
Cristiano Ronaldo, The 
Times reports.

The LaLiga giants 
are still interested in signing 
Ronaldo, despite a backlash 
from fans against the idea 

earlier in the ongoing 
summer transfer window.

Ronaldo is claimed 
to have been impressed by 
Atletico Madrid manager 
Diego Simeone's eagerness 
to have him on board in his 
squad

A t l e t i c o  M a d r i d 
would be willing to give 
Man United Griezmann or 
Morata to help sweeten a 

deal.
Ronaldo's future at 

Manchester  United i s 
currently uncertain despite 
featuring in the Red Devils' 
Premier League 4-0 defeat 
to Brentford last weekend.

T h e  3 7 - ye a r - o l d 
remains keen to leave Man 
United after they failed to 
qualify for this season's 
UEFA Champions League.

AITEO CUP – We are not holding back trophy
over unpaid prize money – Bayelsa United Coach

Man Utd is now a graveyard for players
– Gary Neville makes shocking claim

Transfer: Man United
makes U-turn on Ziyech
as Cunha rejects move
to Old Trafford

Ziyech

Oscar

Shanghai SIPG stops ex-Chelsea star's
move to Flamengo a

Man Utd to receive Atletico Madrid's
Griezmann for Ronaldo deal
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a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  i s 
considering a 

transfer move for Real 
Madrid's Casemiro to 
help fix their midfield 
woes.

No formal offer has 
been tabled for Casemiro 
but Man United directors 
are in Madrid.

Meanwhile, Barcelona 
is reportedly willing to sell 
three of  their players in 
order to fund a suitable 

bid for Manchester City's 
Bernardo Silva.

Barcelona manager, 
Xavi, is eager to sign Silva, 
who is valued at around 
£84m, despite the club's 
financial status.

According to Spanish 
outlet AS, Barcelona 
chiefs are willing to sell 
three players, Memphis 
Depay, Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang and Sergino 
Dest,  to fund Silva's 
transfer.

ictor Osimhen has 

Vstated that  his 
main target is to 

help Napoli do well this 
s e a s o n  a n d  i s  n o t 
interested in personal 
glory.

The forward opened 
his goal account for the 
new campaign in Napoli's 
5-2 win at Verona on 
Monday night.

The 23-year-old was 
Napoli's top scorer in 
Serie A last season netting 
14 times in 27 league 
appearances.

Reflecting on the win at 
the Stadio Marc' Antonio 
Bentegodi, the Nigerian 
stated that he does not 
care how many goals he 
will score this season.

“I'm really happy, it 
was important to start 
well. Spalletti trusts me 
and we are  on good 
terms,” Osimhen told 
DAZN.

“I am not the kind of  

player who sets a target for 

goals. I want to help the 

team by scoring, the team 

comes first

o t t i n g h a m 

NForest's new boy, 
E m m a n u e l 

Dennis has been allotted 
the number 25 jersey by 
the club.

Dennis moved to the 
City Ground from Sky Bet 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  c l u b, 
Watford on Saturday.

The 24-year-old linked 
up with his compatriot, 
Taiwo Awoniyi at the club.

Dennis is expected to 
make his debut for Steve 
Cooper's side when they 
face Frank Lampard's 

Everton at Goodison Park 
on Saturday.

He scored 10 goals and 
recorded six assists in 33 
league appearances for 
Watford last season.

Other new arrivals: 
Cheikhou Kouyate and 
Remo Freuler have also 
b e e n  a l l o t t e d  s q u a d 
numbers.

Senegal midfielder, 
Kouyate will wear number 
21, while Switzerland 
inter nat ional  wi l l  be 
wearing number 23.

anchester City Mhave confirmed 
the signing of  

Spain's Under-21s defender 
S e r g i o  G o m e z  f r o m 
Anderlecht.

The 21-year-old moves 
to the Etihad Stadium on a 
four-year deal for a fee of  
13m euros (£11m) plus add-
ons.

Gomez came through 
the Barcelona academy 
before playing under former 
C i t y  c a p t a i n  V i n c e n t 
Kompany at the Belgian club.

“To be part of  this club 
is a dream come true and 

something any young player 
would  asp i re  to,”  sa id 
Gomez.

“I'm very happy that 
Manchester City is giving me 
the opportunity and I'm 
going to try to give my best on 
the pitch. Hopefully, we can 
a c h i e v e  g r e a t  t h i n g s 
together.”

Gomez has paid tribute 
to the influence of  Kompany 
on his career so far.

“It was a pride working 
with him from the first day,” 
he added.

 “ I  u s e d  t o  wa t c h 
Manchester City when I was 

younger and he was the 
captain of  the team. He was a 
role model for everybody. To 
me, it was an honour working 
with him and I 'm ver y 
grateful to him for everything 
that happened last season at 
Anderlecht.

“I spoke to him a few 
days ago. I told him about an 
o p t i o n  t o  m o v e  t o 
Manchester City and he told 
me he was very happy for me. 
He said he was proud of  me 
for this big step in my career.”

Gomez will wear the 
number 21 shirt – the same 
number as fellow Spaniard 

David Silva, who won four 
Premier League titles and 10 
other trophies during his time 
with City.

“Since we were kids, my 
b r o t h e r  r e a l l y  l i k e d 
Manchester City. He passed 
me the like for Manchester 
City,” said Gomez.

“When he went on a 
school trip to London, I 
asked him to buy me the 
Manchester City shirt with 
the name and number of  
David Silva.

“At that time, I was 
wearing the number 21 too. 
He was one of  my favourite 

players in that position 
because when I was a kid I 
used to  p lay  in  Si lva ' s 
position.

“That's the story of  the 
shirt and I have kept it well 
since.”

City had been looking at 
left-sided options after losing 
out to Chelsea for the signing 
of  Brighton's Marc Cucurella 
following the departure of  
Oleksandr Zinchenko.

T h e  U k r a i n i a n ' s 
depar ture has left  Joao 
Cancelo as the only senior 
specialist in the position, 

with youngster Josh Wilson-
Esbrand another option. 
Manager Pep Guardiola has 
previously indicated that 
Gomez would not be sent out 
on loan.

City director of  football 
Txiki Begiristain added: 
“Sergio's development in 
recent seasons has been very 
i m p r e s s i ve  –  h e  i s  a n 
accomplished defender with 
great potential.

“
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Transfer: Man Utd eye
Casemiro as Barcelona
put Aubameyang, two
others up for sale

Casimer

Serie A: Osimhen refuses
to set goal targets for
new season

Osimhen

Dennis

Transfer: There’s no plan – Shay Given, McCoist slam Man United
over latest transfer targets

ormer Manchester FCity goalkeeper, 

Shay Given and 

Ranger s  l egend ,  A l ly 

McCoist have lambasted 

Manchester United over 

their transfer activities this 

summer.

The former football 

stars advised the Red Devils 

hierarchy to look for players 

in England instead of  going 

abroad in search of  players.

T h i s  i s  f o l l o w i n g 

Manchester United's move 

t o  s i g n  s t r i k e r s  f r o m 

LaLiga, Serie A and other 

leagues.

McCoist and Given 

now feels that United has 

no plans at all  and is 

o ve r l o o k i n g  P r e m i e r 

League quality.

Given told talkSPORT, 

“It feels like Man United 

have a bucket of  names and 

they are dipping into it and 

pulling out a name.

“It seems like there is 

no plan.”

He wondered why the 

Red Devils are not looking 

in the direction of  players 

like Brentford's striker, Ivan 

Toney.

“I don't understand it, 

they are not  the Man 

United of  old who could 

take their pick of  the best 

players in Europe,” he said.

“They are shopping in a 

different market. There are 

some brilliant strikers.

McCoist added that 

there is a massive amount 

of  quality in the Premier 

League and “Ivan Toney is 

certainly one of  them.”

“Another that I like, I 

know he's had his injuries 

but it is Callum Wilson up 

at Newcastle. I think he's a 

different class.”

Manchester United 

must bolster their squad to 

s t a n d  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  

competing in the Premier 

League this season, having 

lost their first two opening 

games to surprising sides, 

Brighton and Brentford 

respectively.

Dennis to wear jersey
number 25 at  Forest

Done Deal: Man City confirm signing of
Anderlecht and Spain defender Gomez 
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The fresh news people

head of  elections, such 

Aas the 2023 general 
election in focus for 

Nigerians, as a build up to these 
elections, many factors and 
decisions by political parties and 
stakeholders plays out in respect 
of  selection,  nomination and 
sponsorship of  candidates whom 
w i l l  b e c o m e  f l a g  b e a r e r s 
representing these political 
parties at the poll.

In recent times, the exercise 
of  pol i t ical  par t ies  in  the 
select ion,  nomination and 
sponsorship of  candidates has 
formed chiefly the basis of  most 
pre-election disputes in our 
courts.

It is worthy of  note that these 
pre-election disputes are not 
without negative effects on the 
political parties themselves 
which principal objective abinitio 
is to participate in an election and 
win. However, what we find in 
our courts are backlog of  pre-
election matters occasioned 
mainly by some anti-democratic 
decisions and actions of  political 
parties.

I have always opined that if  
political parties cannot abide by 
simple tenets of  democracy, 
fairness and justice in managing 
the internal affairs of  their party, 
then what democratic principles 
do they intend to extend to the 
general public? I don't require 
express answers to this, it is only 
directed at making us reflect on 
the nature of  democracy we 
practice Nigeria.

It is a thing of  concern that 
the affairs of  political parties are 
been carried out at the expense of  
the core objective of  political 
parties and its existence/life 
span. For where a political party 
is democratically sick it cannot by 
any stretch of  imagination 
produce a democratically sound 
Leader.

Narrowing the issues down 
to my concerns which begat this 
piece, research has revealed that 
70% of  the pre-election disputes 
in our courts are as a result of  
grievances of  Aspirants (party 
members), against their own 

political party decisions and 
actions, ( See section 285 (14)(a) 
of  the 1999 constitution of  the 
FRN as amended), especially in 
respect of  conduct of  primary 
elections within the party, in 
gross violation of  the Party 
constitution,  the guidelines for 
the conduct of  the said elections 
and the Electoral act.

This piece will briefly x-rays 
the role and duties of  political 
p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n , 
nomination and sponsorship of  
candidates ahead of  General 
elections. This is because most 
political parties in an attempt to 
exercise their internal democratic 
powers in screening, nominating, 
and sponsoring of  candidates for 
e l e c t i o n  h a v e  i m p o r t e d 
ex t r a n e o u s  a n d  mu n d a n e 
qualification criterion/standards 
which are in violation of  the 1999 
constitution of  the FRN as 
amended and the Electoral Act, 
2022, which are the principal 
legislations guiding election of  
candidates into public offices at 
every stage of  the electoral 
process in Nigeria.

Notwithstanding, the fact 
that political parties are allowed 
to set up screening committees 
f o r  a s p i r a n t s  d e s i r o u s  o f  
contesting on the platform of  
such parties ahead of  an election, 
w h i c h  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e 
presentation of  qualified and 
credible candidates in line with 
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r 
qualification of  a candidate to 
run for an office the candidate 
desires as provided for by the 
1999 constitution, which is the 
g r u n d n o r n .  A g a i n s t  t h i s 
background, the Electoral Act, 
2022 in section 84(3) has raised a 
caution which clearly reveal the 
scope and limit within which a 
political party can disqualify an 
aspi rant  for  e lec t ion,  and 
anything short of  same may 
amount to the party acting ultra-
vice, an act that can be liken to the 
adventure of  “Mungo park, 
engaging in the dreadful task of  
looking for the source of  the 
Niger river”. For clarity, may I 
reproduce the provision of  
section 84(3) of  the Electoral 

Act:
“A political party shall not 

i m p o s e  n o m i n a t i o n , 
qualification or disqualification 
criteria, measures or conditions, 
in its constitution, guidelines or 
r u l e s  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  
candidates for elections, except 
as prescribed in sections 65, 66, 
106, 107, 137, 177, and 187 of  the 
constitution”

By law, except for issues as to 
the authenticity of  an aspirant as 
a card carrying member of  a 
political party, political parties 
are forbidden to go outside the 
qualifications set for candidates 
as provided for in the 1999 
constitution, sections 65, 66, 106, 
107, 137, 177, and 187, in search 
of  more grounds upon which to 
disqualify candidates for an 
election. A political party by the 
Electoral Act, upon its screening 
exercise, is bound to comply or 
adopt any of  the procedure for 
nomination of  candidates as 
provided for under section 84(2) 
of  the  Electora l  Act ,  and 
thereafter present to the electoral 
commission (INEC) an aspirant 
who has emerged successful from 
the said valid process.

On the strength of  the 
provision of  the electoral act, the 
Act has successfully removed the 
carpet from under the feet of  
political parties upon which they 
can stand and import extraneous 
standards to disqualify aspirants 
for an election, rather places a 
duty on political parties to 
comply with the provisions of  the 
Electoral Act in the nomination 
and sponsorship of  candidates 
for elections. Therefore, all 
requirements by political parties 
f o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a n d 
disqualification of  a candidate 
are advised to be within the 
c i r c u m f e r e n c e  o f  a l l  t h e 
constitutional requirements for 
election into that office.

As an aside and by way of  
further expanding this argument, 
it is important to note that even 
the  Independent  Nat ional 
Electoral Commission (INEC) is 
not  empowered by  law to 

u n i l a t e r a l l y  d i s q u a l i f y  a 
candidate from participating in 
an election. A community 
reading of  the entire provisions 
of  the 1999 Constitution and the 
Electoral Act 2022, there is no 
provision that empowers INEC 
to disqualify a candidate from 
contesting elections. As far back 
as 2017, the Supreme Court laid 
this to rest in Action Congress & 
Anor v. INEC reported in vol. 12 
NWLR (part 1048) 270 at page 
27, when my Lord per Onnoghen 
JSC, said “I have no hesitation 
whatsoever in holding that 
having regards tontge state of  the 
applicable law, the Respondent 
(INEC) has no power either 
under the 1999 Constitution or 
Electoral Act, or other law to 
s c r e e n  o r  d i s q u a l i f y  a n y 
candidate for any election in 
Nigeria”.

Coming back home to our 
discuss, without prejudice to the 
importance of  political parties as 
'the Vehicle which conveys 
candidates through the electoral 
process to win an election' their 
roles and duties at the stage of  
screening,  nomination and 
sponsorship of  candidates is one 
which is more of  a watch dog, 
ensuring that the party fields 
credible candidates which will 
not be subject of  disqualification 
by reason of  the constitutional 
standards for disqualification of  
candidates under the various 
constitutional provisions as 
e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 9 9 
constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria.

It is against this background 
that political parties in Nigeria 
are urged not to engage in 'wide 
goose chase' in the name of  
exercising their powers to screen, 
n o m i n a t e  a n d  s p o n s o r 
candidates ahead of  election…as 
going outside this parameters 
expressly stated in the 1999 
constitution and re-echoed by the 
Electoral Act 2022 will only leave 
political parties entertaining 
u n s o l i c i t e d  p r e - e l e c t i o n 
L i t i g a t i o n  f r o m 
members(aspirants)  of  the 
political party, same which 

c e r t a i n l y  i s  w i t h i n  t h e i r 
constitutional rights. See Section 
285(14) (a) of  the Constitution 
and Section 84(12) Electoral Act 
2022.

Notwithstanding the rights 
of  Aspirants to seek redress in 
court, which I am not by any 
means underest imating by 
reason of  my write up. The 
remedial procedure of  pre-
election litigations, are most 
times not without negative 
implications on the political 
parties, upon which these same 
litigants seeking justice are meant 
to be flag bearers.  These disputes 
in  cour ts  are  not  wi thout 
shortcomings for the party, to 
wit: it threatens unity among 
party members, it questions the 
loyalty of  litigants who approach 
courts for redress, ultimately, 
some ser ious  pre -e lec t ion 
disputes may lead to a political 
p a r t y  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m 
participation in a general election 
or losing entirely seats already 
won by the party for certain 
irregularities occasioned in the 
electoral build up process (pre-
election).

For instance, the notorious 
case of  the Supreme Court 
nullifying the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) candidates' 
elections, and declaring the 
People 's  Democratic Par ty 
(PDP) winner of  Zamfara state 
polls in the 2019 general election 
is still fresh in our memories. This 
was a product of  pre-election 
crises, touching on conducts of  
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  i n 
contravention of  the Electoral 
Act.

On the whole, political 
parties must learn to thread with 
caution in their role in ensuring 
that aspirants are properly 
presented on their platform 
ahead of  elections and on the 
long r un success fu l ly  win 
elections, without suffering 
defeats as a result of  self-inflicted 
political injuries occasioned by 
certain undemocratic processes 
within the internal affairs of  the 
party.

Guest writer

By O.C Ali

Political Parties and faulty process of screening, nomination
and sponsoring of candidates ahead of elections

Side chick arrested for allegedly
inflicting machete cuts on lover's
wife in Rivers

Police parade suspected kidnappers,
four others for pipeline vandalism
in Bayelsa


