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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

M
arian House of  
the Catholic Di-
ocese of  Nnewi 

was agog on Saturday as 
the Senator representing 
Anambra South Senatori-
al District and Candidate 
of  the Young Progressives 
Party (YPP) for the Dis-
trict’s 2023 Senatorial Elec-
tion, Dr. Patrick Ifeanyi 
Ubah stormed the facility 
to grace the 2022 Annual 
General Meeting of  the Di-
ocesan women.

Addressing the wom-
en, Senator Ubah whose 
entrance into the meet-
ing hall sparked massive 
chants of  joy from the 
women, thanked them for 
being good disciples of  
Christiandom and for pro-
moting the norms of  the 
Catholic Church. The Sen-
ator whose presence clearly 
charged up the atmosphere 
in the church with huge ex-
citement urged the Chris-
tian mothers to always pro-

Insecurity: Sen Ubah assures Anambra 
South women of peaceful cohesion

mote law and order in their 
various parishes and com-
munities and also help the 
State Government in fight-
ing insecurity by reporting 
any suspicious movements 
to the appropriate authori-
ties.  .

Speaking on the need 
for the church to sustain 
their support for the less 
privileged in the society, 
Senator Ubah appreciat-
ed the Catholic Women 
Organization (CWO) and 
other women groups in the 
Diocese for their efforts to-
wards improving the well-
being of  the people through 
their skills acquisition and 
support programmes and 
pledged to open up more 
areas of  collaboration with 
them. He further reiterated 
that the society will become 
a better place if  all hands 
are on deck to support the 
needy. 

The Senator urged the 
church to keep the good 
works up and made a cash 
donation of  three million 
naira to support the activi-

ties of  the women . 
The Anambra South 

Senator who vowed that 
every “Onye Nne” (Chris-
tian mother) , in the hall 
must go home with a gift 
item from him immediately 
commenced the distribu-
tion of  varous gift items to 
all the cheering women in 
the hall.

A raffle draw was also 
conducted and over 30 
women drawn from dif-
ferent parishes in different 
local government areas 
under the Nnewi diocese 
won brand new sewing 
machines and grinding ma-
chines as  support to their  
businesses.

Senator Ubah further 
expressed his profound ap-
preciation to the women 
for their roles in promoting 
discipline and orderliness 
in their various homes and 
communities. He also dis-
closed that the donations 
are part of  his personal ef-
forts to promote the well-
being of  the people and 
reassured them that in his 

Senatorial hopeful, Ebelechukwu Obiano, 
inaugurates campaign organisation
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Anambra North 
Senatorial candidate 
of  the All Progressive 

Grand Alliance (APGA), Dr. 
Mrs Ebelechukwu Obiano on 
Tuesday, 9 August, inaugu-
rated her Campaign Organ-
ization for the 2023 coming 
election.

The event which took place 
at her Aguleri residence, saw 
major political stalwarts  in-
cluding party Chairmen af-
firmed with the mandate to 
deliver Dr. Mrs. Obiano as the 
Senator to represent the good 
people of  Anambra North 
in the Red Chambers, News 
Echo reports.

Speaking shortly after the 
inauguration, Dr. Mrs. Ebel-
echukwu Obiano encouraged 
the members of  the campaign 
organization ahead of  the re-
sponsibility to serve the good 
people of  Anambra North 

Senatorial District. The Or-
ganisation is to be chaired by 
Hon. Chinedu Nnatuanya as 
the Director General.

According to Obiano, “The 
passion and hunger to serve 
my people is my greatest 
strength which has propelled 
me to present myself  to Ndi 
Anambra North. All I need 
is your support to secure the 
senatorial seat. I can assure 
you that we will surely win 
the election with the support 
of  Ndi Anambra North”.

The Director General 
of  the organization, Chief  
Chinedu Nnatuanya, ex-
pressed confidence at the 
calibre of  members who have 
been called to lead the sena-
torial candidate to victory. He 
however called on them to 
ensure that all hands are on 
deck while discharging their 
duties in the seven local gov-
ernment areas that makes up 
Anambra North.

The Coordinator, Onit-

official capacity as a Sen-
ator, he will continue to 
attract quality projects and 
programmes to Anambra 
South Senatorial District .

In his speech, the YPP 
Candidate for the 2023 
Nnewi North State Constit-
uency Election, Sir Augus-
tine Ikedoji (Synod) who 
accompanied the Senator 
on the August visit, appre-
ciated the Diocesan women 
for their overwhelming sup-

port in promoting human-
itarian causes. He further 
reassured them that he will 
always protect the interests 
of  the less privileged and 
urged them not to relent in 
promoting law and order in 
their various communities. 

Also speaking, Chief  
Dan Edokwe and Chief  Er-
nest Otugo both of  whom 
were also on the Senator’s 
entourage thanked the 
women for being gpod role 
models and followers of  the 
teachings of  Christ. Both of  
them also supported the do-
nation by the Senator with 
cash donation of  one hun-

dred thousand Naira each 
to the Diocesan Women 
to support their activities 
and urged them to keep the 
good works up. 

Responding, the women 
through their leadership ap-
preciated Senator Ubah for 
the uncommon efforts he 
has made towards  chang-
ing the narrative in the Sen-
atorial District as well as his 
humanitarian gestures. 

The women who couldn’t 
hide their joy further main-
tained that Senator Ubah 
started making uncommon 
efforts at human capaci-
ty development far before 
joining politics. 

They also appreciated 
him for the efforts he has 
made through the instru-
mentality of  his office to 
attract quality programmes 
to ndi Anambra South and 
reassured him of  their con-
tinuous support.

sha North for OSODIEME 
Campaign Organisation, 
Chinedu Romanus Eze (Yag-
azie), while speaking said, 
“we are prepared for the task 
ahead and we are very much 
on ground. There is no doubt 
that OSODIEME is the next 
senator to represent Anambra 
North come 2023. The vic-
tory is assured. As first lady 
she exceeded our expecta-
tions and based on that, I am 
convinced that she will win 
the election.”

“Facts speak for itself, it is 
obvious that she is trusted, we 
have no option than to send 
her to the National Assembly, 
she has all the needed quali-
ties to represent us. We con-
tinue to trumpet her goodness 
to people until people who 
don’t know her understand 
well that she has alot to offer. 
My message to the people is 
let us support her and the peo-
ple of  Anambra North will 
rejoice at the end”, he added.

CMD, NAUTH restates commitment
towards positive transformation 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Chief  Medical 
Director (CMD) of  
Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University Teaching Hospi-
tal (NAUTH) Nnewi, Prof  
Joseph Ugboaja has restat-
ed the commitment of  his 
administration to positively 
transform the hospital and 
take the name of  the host 
community to Nigeria and 
Africa with a five star per-
formance.

NAUTH’s boss, restated 
his commitment to make 
the health institution a med-
ical tourist center by making 
it one of  the best five of  such 
institutions in the country 
during a birthday party or-
ganized by Committee of  
Friends headed by Chiedu 
Otitodirinna Azubuike, in 
his honour.

The birthday party was 
hosted by the Chairman 
and Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO) of  Innoson Vehicle 
Manufacturer(IVM) Chief  
Innocent Chukwuma in his 
residence over the weekend.

Prof  Ugboaja noted with 
relish that his administra-
tion has hit the ground 
running as the movement 

to permanent site of  insti-
tution has taken off  in full 
gear.

He appreciated the staff-
ers of  NAUTH for their 
cooperation and support 
for his administration even 
as he assured them that he 
would avail them the best 
operational environment so 
that they can fully key into 
his dreams and aspiration 
for the health institution.

The CMD, said that the 
management is already 
looking into the issues of  
conversion and promotion 
of  deserving staffs of  the 
hospital noting that the is-
sue would be addressed 
soon.

Earlier in his speech, the 
Chairman, Medical Adviso-
ry Committee (CMAC) of  
NAUTH, Dr Ugochukwu 
Ezejofor commended the 
CMD for the developmental 
strides he has occasioned in 
just a year in office, noting 
that the hospital has never 
had it so good. 

He pointed out that bare-
ly a year that the incumbent 
CMD took over the reins at 
the hospital, his top notch 
performance and achieve-
ments were unprecedented.

Similarly, the President 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
s the month of  Sep-
tember draws near 
for the official flag 

off  of  the 2023 election 
campaigns, the Anambra 
State government has is-
sued a statement banning 
the use of  posters on bridg-
es and road demarcations 
along the streets of  the state.

The agency also said the 
pasting of  campaign posters 
on street light poles; round-
abouts and other public 
buildings have been prohib-
ited.

In a statement signed by 
the MD/CEO of  Anambra 
Signage and Advertising 
Agency, ANSAA, Tony 
Odili Ujubuonu, said such 
materials in advert forms 

General (PG) of  Uru-
agu-Nnewi, Chief  Inno-
cent Okoli in a comment 
said that the new CMD of  
NAUTH has performed 
magic that has positively 
and radically transformed 
landscape and service deliv-
ery of  the hospital.

Anambra govt bans pasting of campaign posters materials, adverts
such as posters, public ad-
dress system, banners, fli-
ers, bunting, T-shirts, caps 
and sundries must be fully 
paid for and approved by 
the government authority 
before it is displayed for 
public consumption in the 
state.

It also directed that the 
payment of  posters be 
made to the government 
revenue account before 
pasting anywhere, noting 
that politicians who default 
in the payments will face 
legal prosecution before 
election.  

The statement read in 
part: “As campaign for 
2023 general election of-
ficially commences next 
month, September; An-
ambra State Signage and 

Advertisement Agency 
(ANSAA), in charge of  all 
forms of  Advertising in the 
state wishes to bring some 
important information to 
your notice.

 “That posting of  posters 
on bridges, road demar-
cations; street light poles, 
roundabouts and public 
buildings remain prohibit-
ed.

 “That every campaign 
material and advert forms 
such as posters, public ad-
dress systems, Banners, Fli-
ers, Buntings, T-shirts, caps 
and sundries must be duly 
approved for after full pay-
ment of  the requisite fee.

 “That every billboard 
must be displayed through a 
registered advertising prac-
titioner after the advertising 

... As Nnewi Catholic Women applaud his
uncommon roles of development 

content has been vetted by 
the APCON.”

The government in the 
release stated that Pres-
idential candidates are 
mandated to pay N10 mil-
lion; Senatorial candidates 
N7million; Federal House 
of  Representatives N5 mil-
lion and State House of  
Assembly N1, million to be 
eligible to paste their cam-
paign posters.

The Statutory costs for 
out of  home media and mo-
bile advertising were also 
pegged at  N100,000 for 48 
sheets billboards, N500,000 
for Spectacular billboards, 
N500,000 Gantry displays; 
N100,000 for Irregular 
shaped billboard; N50,000 
for branded vehicle; and 
N5,000 for tricycle (Keke) 
rear branding, respectively.

  



Kuje prison escapees: 
27 inmates recaptured,
 546 at large

News

Anambra govt targets 130,000 private job 
opportunities annually for unemployed youths
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
s youths gathered 
in their numbers 
at Professor Dora 

Akunyili Women Develop-
ment Center, Awka, over 
the weekend, to join their 
counterparts to commemo-
rate the 2022 International 
Youth Day, the Anambra 
Government, has prom-
ised to provide one hun-
dred and thirty thousand 
private job opportunities 
annually for unemployed 
youths in the state. 

The State Commission-
er for Youth Development 
Mr Patrick Aghamba, who 
disclosed this during the 
event, also noted that the 
celebration provides the 
opportunity to raise aware-
ness of  arrays of  issues 
that face youths across the 
globe and to celebrate their 
achievements.

 He stated that the target 
of  the present administra-
tion of  Governor Chukwu-
ma Soludo, is to create at 
least one hundred and thir-
ty thousand private jobs per 
annum and one thousand 
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youth millionaires every 
year, noting that the min-
istry has strategically po-
sitioned itself  to drive the 
policies and agenda of  the 
present government. 

He added that in line 
with the state govern-
ment’s plans of  pursuing 
the vision of  a livable and 
prosperous Anambra state 
through community-based 
approach to youth devel-
opment, the Ministry has 
created awareness on its 
line of  action for youth de-
velopment by bringing all 
stakeholders in the com-

munities together to be on 
the same page and called 
on youths to join hands in 
making the transformation 
agenda of  governor Soludo 
to work for the common 
good of  the society. 

In a keynote lecture, the 
former State Commis-
sioner for Basic Education 
Professor Kate Omenugha 
who made her teaching an 
interactive forum where 
the youths contributed by 
listing challenges they en-
visage, advised youths to 
be hard working, believe 
in themselves that they are 

Peter Obi expresses excitement over
Nigerian’s consciousness for 2023 elections
By Jennifer John 

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
party for Nigeria’s 

2023 general elections, Peter 
Obi has expressed excitement 
over the new found zeal of  
Nigerians towards the elec-
toral process, ahead of  the 
2023 elections.

Obi made his feelings 
known in Owerri, Imo state, 
on Saturday while commis-
sioning the new state secre-
tariat of  the party, donated by 
one of  his supporters

He said he was happy that 
the people were more anx-
ious now to take over the 
leadership of  the country and 
urged the Nigerian youths to 
take back their country, as ac-
cording to him, Nigeria can-
not continue the way it is.

The presidential candidate 
said he was ready to redirect 
leadership, pull it out of  its 
sorry state and hand it back 
to the youths and entire Ni-
gerians who had borne the 
brunt of  bad leadership all 
the while.

 “As you know, campaigns 

have not started. So, I am not 
here for campaigns. I am here 
to receive our brand new state 
secretariat from a wonderful 
supporter, who gave us this 
building to support our La-
bour movement.

 “We have not started cam-

capable, learn to be patient, 
listen and take good advice 
as well as know the kind of  
friends they keep.

She urged youths to have 
a positive mind set, have a 
defined vision and work 
on it, learn to manage their 
finances, avoid greed and 
believe in God. Others who 
spoke at the event include 
Chairman National Youth 
Council of  Nigeria Anam-
bra state Chapter, Mr Eme-

ka Obi-Chukwudi, leader 
Ohaneze Ndigbo Youth, 
Comrade Onyedika Eweh, 
Acting President ASATU 
Youth Wing, Comrade Nk-
wado Onwualu, State Co-
ordinator NYSC Anambra 
State, Mrs. Blessing Iruma 
among others.

News Echo gathered that 
the 2022 celebration has 
its theme as “Internation-
al Solidarity: Creating a 
World for All Ages.”

paigns. When campaigns 
start, we will come and we 
will be able to tell you what 
we are going to do. But one 
thing we will assure you is 
that our journey is not a nor-
mal campaign. We are bring-
ing back Nigerians, to take 

back Nigeria. 
“When that time comes, 

you will know. We will be 
able to change this country. It 
cannot continue the way it is, 
today”. Obi who was treated 
to a rousing reception by his 
supporters in Imo and be-
yond enthused.

Sen. Ifeanyi Uba exchanging pleasantries with the Nnewi Catholic Women Organization.

FG threatens to sanction Chinese firm over slow pace of rail project

T
he federal govern-
ment has threatened 
to mete out a stiff  

sanction to the China Civil 
Engineering and Construc-
tion Company (CCECC) 
over the firm’s alleged fail-
ure to provide 85 per cent 
counterpart fund for the rail 
project in some parts of  the 
country.

The Minister of  Trans-
portation, Muazu Sambo, 
decried the slow pace of  
work in the Kanu-Kaduna 
and Port Harcourt-Maidu-
guri rail lines.

Sambo gave the warning 
on Saturday while briefing 
journalists in Lagos at the 
end of  a tour of  the Lekki 
Deep Seaport to ascertain 

the level of  work done so 
far.

Sambo, who frowned at 
the attitude of  the Chinese 
firm, said two years after 
the agreement was signed, 
CCECC had not provided 
any of  its 85 per cent coun-
terpart fund for the rail pro-
ject.

According to him, the 
agreement stipulates that 
CCECC is to provide 85 
per cent of  the project cost 
while the federal govern-
ment provides the remain-
ing 15 per cent.

He said, “I have given 
them till October 2022 to 
fulfill their own part of  the 
agreement or stiff  sanc-
tion would be meted out to 

them.
“How could it be said that 

two years after the agree-
ment was signed, CCECC 
is yet to provide a dollar?”

Recall that former Minis-
ter of  Transportation, Roti-
mi Amaechi, had in March 
accused the firm of  playing 
politics with the Kanu-Ka-
duna rail project, urging the 
contractor to provide fund-
ing for the project.

Amaechi had said, “The 
pace is extremely slow, the 
equipments are supposed to 
be 2,000 plus, but what they 
(CCECC) have brought so 
far is 541, they claim that 
300 and something equip-
ment are in Kaduna. I will 
send people to check. Even 

if  you add that all together, 
you will have 800 and some-
thing equipment in place of  
2,000 equipment that they 
are supposed to bring. That 
means something is wrong 
somewhere.

“I know they (CCECC) 
claim that there is no mon-
ey, that we have not funded 
them. But what of  their re-
sponsibility in the contract 
that they will look for the 
money?

“CCECC has not brought 
money, the Chinese are no 
longer giving us money for 
more than three to four 
years now. So CCECC can’t 
afford to delay in their re-
sponsibility to look for mon-
ey for the project. That is 
what the Chinese must do.”

From Ovat Mike,
Onitshaa

N
o fewer than 27 
escapees from the 
Kuje Medium 

custodial centre have so far 
been recaptured.

Members of  the Islam-
ic States of  West Africa 
Province had on July 5 
attacked the Kuje correc-
tional centre and freed 64 
of  their members and oth-
ers.

Security operatives on 
the following day of  the at-
tack launched a manhunt 
for the escapees and about 
443 were recaptured.

To recapture others, the 
Federal Government up-
loaded their data on the 
International Criminal 
Police Organisation data-
base.

Also, the Nigerian Cor-
rectional Service said the 
names, pictures and other 
data of  the inmates were 
circulated to the various 
security agencies.

However, a document 
sighted by our correspond-
ent on Thursday showed 

that a total of  573 escap-
ees were declared wanted 
with their names, images 
and prison’s identity num-
bers.

Out of  the 27 recaptured 
inmates, 10 were linked 
with terrorism; 11 were 
categorised as others; two 
sexual offenders; stealing, 
two; one apiece for rob-
bery and drug.

Those linked with 
terrorism are; Yunusa 
Mukaiya with 697/11 as 
identification number; 
Abubakar Mohammed, 
185/18; Abusalami Ad-
amu, 699/11; Moham-
med Guja 487/18; Has-
san Hassan, 0479/18; 
Mustapha Umar, 184/18; 
Sunday Michael 1037/18;

Baluye Modu 1039/18; 
Suleiman Idi, 0419/18, 
and Mohammed Kyari, 
207/18.

Those categorised as 
others are; Ikya Abur with 
ID: 0368/19, Ibrahim Mo-
hammed, 0148/20; Mo-
hammed Buba 0543/19 
(others); Odianose Israel 
Oguns ID: 0011/22 (oth-
ers); Dennis Chibike ID: 
352/21; Yakubu Abdul-
mumuni 465/21;

Kasimu Murtala 
207/20; Habibu Yahaya 
388/22; Michael Peter 
367/22; Mansur Usman 
373/22 and Joseph Akpan 
ID: 193/22

The duo of  Abdulwa-
hab Abbas and Abdulla-
hi Bello with 332/22 and 
333/22 as their prison’s 
identification numbers 
respectively were charged 
with stealing.

The recaptured inmates 
linked with sex offenc-
es are Yusuf  Kyemang 
0024/20 and Mohammed 
Adamu 175/20.

Kayode Ajayi with the 
ID 355/22 held for rober-
ry and Igbineweka Odeh 
459/21for drugs were also 
among those recaptured.
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Editorial

his year's rainy season has been on Twith road users experiencing 
nightmares on our roads. Most of 

our roads are not usable during this time 
of  the year mostly as a result of 
negligence on the part of government 
who does not bother about fixing the 
roads or constructing new one to 
ameliorate the sufferings the people 
especially the rural roads.

Road networks play a vital role in 
economic development of a country like 
agriculture and industrialisation, 
specially a developing country like 
Nigeria. That is why many countries 
invest huge chunk of their annual budget 
on road networks. 

The Nigerian road network generate 
high degree of inconveniences for its 
users to travel from one place to other. 
Yet, very minimal importance is given to 
maintenance of roads. Hence during 
rainy seasons, there is problem of 
deterioration of pavement structure due 
to penetration of water. 

The deplorable state of infrastructure 
in the country is a major source of worry 
whenever the seasons swing and rains 
take over. The poor dilapidated roads, the 
precariously hanging bridges that could 
be washed away in storm water, the 
inefficient and clogged drainage channels 
and the massive floods that wreak havoc 
are some of the problems that raise 
apprehension during the rainy season.

All over the country, the rainy season 
makes life miserable for millions of 
people. But the situation would be 
different if  functional and social 
infrastructure facilities were in place. 
The rainy season exposes the underbelly 
of our cities and towns.

Low intensity rainfall for a long 
period is more disastrous than high 
i n t e n s i t y  f o r  s m a l l  d u r a t i o n . 
Deterioration of the road affect the 
serviceability, riding quality and safety of 
road to a high extent. During rainy 
season, the road pavement deteriorates 
due to various factors like poor drainage, 
low quality of pavement materials which 
let the rain water to penetrate through the 
pavement due to various distresses like 
cracks, potholes, depressions, rutting, 
raveling etc. 

These stresses may cause premature 
failure and traffic hazards. These failures 
and hazards on transporting freight and 
passengers cause retardation of process 
of social and economic development in a 
country because about 90 percent of 
Nigeria passengers and about 70 percent 
of goods are also transported by road. 

During rainy season, road crashes 
increase leading to various degrees of 
human casualties.  Rain can also hide 
major hazards such as potholes and 
debris.

Then there is the human element. The 
rain can affect a driver's visibility, 
roadside awareness, and ability to control 
their vehicle. When motorists do not 
adjust their driving habits for rainy 
conditions, accidents are likely to result. 
Cars that travel too fast run the risk of 
hydroplaning. Cars that follow too 
closely behind each other may not leave 
enough room to stop in the event of an 
emergency. Whether due to inexperience, 
overconfidence, or negligence, the failure 
to take extra precautions in the rain can 
put everyone on the road at risk.

Road accidents must be a strategic 
issue for any country because it can lead 
to a growth crisis if  not addressed 
properly. Rainfall increases the rate of 
accidents and many researchers proved 
proportionality of road accidents with 
rainfall. These accidents take place due to 
lack of visibility during heavy rain and 
less friction on wet pavement.

Rainfall also reduces mobility of 
traffic on roads and accidents may also 
occur due to invisibility during heavy 
rainfall. Flow rate of the traffic reduced 
and capacity of road reduced which 
hampered the transport by roads.

The budget is supposed to be ready 
early enough to give room for effective 
implementation. But that has not been 
the case. The budget approval process is 
highly politicised. It drags and is 
unnecessarily prolonged because there 
seems to be no focus. The monies are 
released at the wrong time. Apparently, 
the rogue budgets are made to fail, since 
the funds allocated are time sensitive. 
Because the roads cannot be done during 
the  ra iny  season,  the  funds  a re 
misappropriated or classified as “unspent 
budget” at the end of each fiscal year.

For the government to develop, 
reconstruct or rehabilitate the network of 
dilapidated bad roads across the country, 
the work must be implemented during the 
dry season. If the government is serious 
and really wants to improve the condition 
of the roads, it should ensure that the 
funds for roads are made available at the 
onset of the dry season, when it would be 
effectively utilised. No effective work 
could be done when the rains take over. 
Floods disrupt construction activities.

Our roads and the
rainy season
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Opinion 

he recent events in the Tcountry have propelled 
me to revisit the topic as 

Nigerians are well aware of  the 
impact and or the negative effect 
of  not abiding by the process of  
internal democracy and or 
nominations by political parties 
i n  N i g e r i a .  T h e  r e c e n t l y 
conducted gubernatorial election 
in Osun State which revealed that 
the victory of  the Peoples' 
Democratic Party's candidate, 
Senator Ademola Adeleke, over 
the incumbent Governor, Mr. 
Adegboyega Oyetola, was as a 
result of  the failure of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) to 
observe internal democracy in the 
choice of  its candidate and the 
resultant exclusion of  Mr. Raufu 
Aregbesola's faction of  the party 
is of  particular interest.

Internal democracy is the 
process of  governance within a 
political party and it is the ability 
of  a political party to govern itself  
through its internal mechanism 
that enhance its chances at the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e r e b y 
guaranteeing less rancor in the 
society, providing greater good 
for the society and making the 
political environment conducive 
for the economy of  the state to 
grow. The Electoral Act, 2022 has 
fur ther entrenched internal 
democracy in the political space 
and political parties subject to the 
cooperation of  the political 
parties. In section 84, the said Act 
provides, 1) A political party 
seeking to nominate candidates 
for election under this Act shall 
hold primaries for aspirants to all 
elective positions which shall be 
monitored by the Commission;

To underscore the importance 
of  internal democracy, I refer to 
the work of  Babayo Sule titled 
' I n t e r n a l  D e m o c r a c y  a n d 
Nigerian Political Parties: The 
c a s e  o f  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress', where he posits: 
“Inter nal  democracy is  an 
impor tant  pr inciple  in  the 
operations and survival  of  
democratic regime globally. Lack 
of  internal democracy creates 
serious intra party conflicts which 
can l ikely threaten regime 
stability and good governance”.

The failure of  political parties 
to adhere strictly to internal 
democracy is catastrophic and 
disastrous in that it had in the time 
past led to the breakup and or 
implosion of  political parties. In 
the run up to the 2022 primaries 
conducted by the political parties, 
four (4) particular constituencies 
have caught the attention of  the 
press, INEC and Nigerians. The 
first was the primaries conducted 
by the APC for Yobe North 
senatorial district which was won 
by Mr. Bashir Machina having 
scored 289 votes out of  the 300 
votes in the election. However, as 

at the time of  publishing this 
article, Mr. Bashir Machina's 
name has not been sent to the 
Independent National Election 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( h e r e i n a f t e r 
INEC)'s portal by the APC as the 
Senate President, Alhaji Ahmed 
Lawan, is trying forcefully to use 
the party's machinery to ensure 
his name is sent to INEC instead 
of  Mr. Bashir Machina even when 
i t  was  obvious  he  did  not 
participate in the primary elction. 
INEC says its hands are tied and 
advised Mr. Bashir Machina to 
pursue his case in Court. Mr. 
Bashir Machina has thus been 
forced to approach the Court to 
obtain the victory he got in May, 
2002 when he won the said 
senatorial district's nomination 
by a landslide. Assuming the 
Court on account of  technicality 
gives victory to Senator Ahmed 
Lawan, it may be difficult for the 
party to win the senatorial district 
as the popular candidate would 
not be on the ballot thereby 
exposing the party to unpalatable 
and disastrous consequences.

The second primary where 
internal democracy was abused 
by the political party was the 
primary conducted by the APC in 
A k w a  I b o m  N o r t h - We s t 
senatorial district which was won 
by DIG Udom Ekpoudom (rtd) 
s o m e t i m e  i n  M a y,  2 0 2 2 . 
Subsequently, Senator Godswill 
Akpabio orchestrated another 
'primary' which he won. The 
Resident Electoral Commission 
in Akwa Ibom State, Mr. Mike 
Igini, has categorically stated that 
his office was not aware of  
another senatorial  primary 
election in the senatorial district 
as the initial election won by one 
DIG Udom Ekpoudom (rtd) has 
not been set aside by any court of  
law. In his words, 'the report of  the 
A k w a  I b o m  N o r t h  We s t 
senatorial district APC primaries 
a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  I N E C 
headquarters in Abuja is final. It is 
concluded. The train has left the 
station. The timeline is clear. All 
those who are in politics should 
go and study the 2022 Electoral 
Act very well. I hear people talk 
about substitution. If  you look at 
Section 31 and Section 34 of  the 
Electoral Act, those of  you who 
are still carrying old idea of  2010, 
2012 Electoral Acts in your head, 
thinking you can substitute 
willfully, it is no longer so'. Inspite 
of  this admonition of  Mike Igini, 
Senator Godswill Akpabio has 
been parading himself  as the 
senatorial candidate for the said 
district.

In another scenario, the APC 
conducted the Ebonyi South 
senatorial district which was won 
by Austin Umahi, the younger 
brother to Mr. David Umahi, the 
current Governor of  Ebonyi State 
(who was then a presidential 
candidate of  the party). In a 

dramatic manner, the winner of  
the senatorial seat's primary 
w i t h d r e w  h i s  c a n d i d a c y 
apparently to pave way for a rerun 
to enable Mr. David Umahi win 
the rerun. In the course of  this 
development, the Governor filed 
an action asking the Court to 
order a rerun which order the 
C o u r t  r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t . 
Meanwhile, the candidate who 
came second in the senatorial 
primaries, Mrs. Ann Agom-Eze, 
insisted she is the candidate of  the 
senatorial district, the former 
candidate having withdrawn from 
the race. In the heat of  the drama, 
the APC conducted another 
senatorial primaries in the said 
s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  w h i c h 
produced Mr. David Umahi (the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State). It 
seems we have not heard the last 
word on this senatorial district as 
the 2nd primaries may not have 
the imprimatur of  INEC which is 
statutorily empowered to monitor 
the election by Section 84 (1) of  
the Electoral  Act,  2022 as 
opposed to the silence of  the 
E l e c t o r a l  A c t ,  2 0 1 0  o n 
monitoring of  parties' primaries 
by INEC.

The last of  the troublesome 
primaries involved the PDP's 
Ebonyi State gubernatorial 
primaries which has till date not 
been settled. The initial primaries 
p roduced  one  Dr.  I f eany i 
Chukwuma Odii as the candidate 
of  the party. Consequent upon the 

Court order setting aside the 
composition of  the State Working 
Committee of  the party, the 
National Working Committee 
(hereinafter NWC) of  the party 
ordered a fresh primary. The fresh 
primaries conducted by the party 
produced Senator Obinna Ogba 
as the gubernatorial candidate. 
Both Dr. Ifeanyi Chukwuma Odii 
and Senator Obinna Ogba are in 
Court over the matter.

Another example of  abuse of  
inter nal  democracy by the 
political parties in Nigeria is the 
issue of  violence perpetrated by 
agents of  the candidates, political 
thugs and political parties who 
may not be able to win in a fair 
contest. The issue of  violence 
manifested in the 2019 Zamfara 
S t a t e  A P C  G u b e r n a t o r i a l 
primaries. 

In Rivers  State,  the All 

Progressives Congress could not 

hold its Ward, Local Government 

and State Congresses due to the 

raging internal conflict between 

the supporters of  Rt. Hon. Rotimi 

Amaechi and Senator Magnus 

Abe. The party was therefore 

u n a b l e  t o  c o n d u c t  i t s 

gubernatorial primaries which 

resulted in its inability to produce 

a candidate for gubernatorial 

Election in 2019. The same 

scenario repeated itself  in 2022 in 

the state with Senator Magnus 

Abe decamping to the Social 

Democratic Party (SDP) to 

become their gubernatorial 

candidate thereby reducing and 

or eliminating the chances of  the 

APC to confront the PDP in the 

State in the general election.

The obvious consequences of  

a party not observing internal 

democracy has led to loss of  

e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d 

const i tuencies :  Rivers  and 

Zamfara States in 2019; Osun 

State  in  2022;  the  loss  o f  

gubernatorial election by PDP in 

Ekiti State in 2022; Akwa Ibom 

North West senatorial district in 

2022; Ebonyi South senatorial 

district in 2022; Yobe North 

senatorial district in 2022 and 

many other districts that have 

been affected by the inability to 

abide by the provisions of  section 

84 (1) of  the Electoral Act, 2022 (a 

n e w  A c t  w i t h  r a d i c a l 

innovations). However, it appears 

that our political actors still 

consider its provisions with the 

eyes of  2010 thereby overlooking 

the part of  the Act which states as 

f o l l o w s ;  ' w h i c h  s h a l l  b e 

monitored by the Commission, a 

c l e a r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e 

provision in the 2010 Electoral 

Act.

Huge consequences of non-compliance with
section 84 (1) of the Electoral Act, 2022

By Adebola O. Lema 
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Issues

ocio-Economic Rights and 

SAccountability Project 
( S E R A P )  h a s  u r g e d 

Professor Mahmood Yakubu, the 
Chairman of  the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) to “immediately give 
seven million Nigerians who 
have carried out their voter 
registration online the time and 
opportunity to complete the 
process, so that they can obtain 
their permanent voter cards 
(PVCs), and exercise their right to 
vote.”

INEC recently disclosed 
that out of  10,487,972 Nigerians 
who carried out their pre-
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o n l i n e,  o n ly 
3,444,378 completed the process 
at  a  physical  centre.  This 
represents just 32.8 percent of  
completed online registration.

In the letter dated 13 August 
2022 and signed by SERAP 
de puty  d i rec tor  Kolawole 
Oluwadare, the organisation 
said: “The right to vote is not 
merely the right to cast a ballot 
but also the right to be given the 
t i m e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
complete the registration process, 
s o  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  c a n  b e 
meaningfully and effectively 
exercised.”

SERAP said, “Closing the 
gates on eligible Nigerians and 
denying them the time and 
opportunity to complete their 
registration cannot preserve trust 
in the electoral process.”

According to  SERAP, 
“Denying a significant number 
of  eligible voters the time and 
opportunity to complete the 
registration for their PVCs would 
impair the right to vote of  those 
affected, deny them a voice in the 
2023 elections, and lead to 
disparate and unfair treatment of  
these voters.”

The letter, read in part, 
“The failure of  the applicants to 
complete their registration may 
be due to factors entirely outside 
of  their control, especially given 
the well-documented challenges 
faced by many Nigerians at 
registration centres across the 
country.”

“We would be grateful if  the 
recommended measures are 
taken within 7 days of  the receipt 
and/or publication of  this letter. 
If  we have not heard from you by 
then, SERAP and the affected 
N i g e r i a n s  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r 
appropriate legal actions to 
compel INEC to comply with our 
request in the public interest.”

“Unless they are given a 
reasonable time and opportunity 
to complete the registration 
process, and to obtain their voter 
cards, these eligible Nigerians 
will not be able to vote in the 2023 
general elections.”

“If  citizens' chance to vote 
is denied, that would amount to 
violation of  their fundamental 
right to vote, just as it would be if  
they were prevented from casting 
any vote at all.”

“The alleged failure of  the 
applicants to complete their 
registration at INEC designated 
centres are not sufficiently 
weighty to justify their exclusion 
from the 2023 general elections.”

“ A n y  p r o f f e r e d 
justifications of  saving time and 
cos t  a re  there fore  whol ly 
insufficient. Administrative 
convenience is simply not a 
compelling justification in light 
of  the fundamental nature of  the 
right to vote.”

“ T h i s  s e v e r e  v o t e 
deprivation cannot be justified by 
any perceived considerations of  
saving time, especially because 
Section 9(6) of  the Electoral Act 
2 0 2 2  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  ' t h e 
registration of  voters, updating 
and revision of  the Register of  
Voters shall not stop not later 
than 90 days before any election 
covered by this Act.'”

“ P r o v i d i n g  f r e s h 
opportunity for the over seven 
million Nigerians to complete 
their registration would promote 
and preserve the right to vote, and 
ensure that legal and eligible 
voters are not inadvertently and 
unjustifiably turned away from 

exercising their fundamental 
right to vote.”

“By refusing the over seven 
m i l l i o n  N i g e r i a n s  t h e 
opportunity to complete the 
registration for their PVCs, INEC 
have unfairly, unreasonably, and 
unjustifiably denied them the 
opportunity to be heard at a 
meaningful  t ime and in  a 
meaningful manner as to the 
reasons for not completing their 
registration.”

“Voter distrust is apparent 
in virtually empty polling places 
on  e lec t ion  days.  Niger ia 
historically has had low levels of  
voter turnout.”

“A l l o w i n g  e l i g i b l e 
Nigerians to complete their 
registration would improve 
citizens' participation in the 
electoral process, and public 
confidence in the electoral 
system, as well as the ability of  
I N E C  t o  d i s c h a r g e  i t s 
constitutional and statutory 
responsibility fairly, justly, and 
reasonably.”

“The Nigerian Constitution 
1999 (as amended) provides in 
Sect ion 14(1)(c)  that ,  ' the 
participation by the people in 
their  gover nment  shal l  be 
ensured in accordance with the 
provisions of  this Constitution.'”

“ S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e 
International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' 
Rights, and the African Charter 
on Democracy, Elections and 
Governance guarantee the right 
to  po l i t i ca l  par t ic ipa t ion, 

including the right to vote.”
“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r 

information, the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, 
(INEC), recently disclosed that 
over seven million Nigerians who 
carried out their voter pre-
registration online could not 
complete the process at physical 
centres.”

“According to a report 
re leased by INEC, out  of  
10,487,972 Nigerians who 
carried out their pre-registration 
online, only 3,444,378 Nigerians 
representing 32.8 percent, 
completed the process at a 
physical  centre.  7,043,594 
Nigerians carried out their pre-
registration but are yet  to 
complete the process at a physical 
centre.”

“This represents over 67 
percent of  those who began their 
registration process online.”

“According to INEC, a total 
o f  1 2 , 2 9 8 , 9 4 4  N i g e r i a n s 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  v o t e r 
registration; 8,854,566 of  which 
were persons who did their 
registration entirely at a physical 
centre.”

“The over seven million 
N i g e r i a n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y 
completed their registration 
online, that is, via INEC online 
portal by providing their biodata 
and required documents.”

“A c c o r d i n g  t o  I N E C 
process, that is outstanding for 
the applicants to complete the 
registration for their PVCs is to 
visit INEC designated centres for 
their biometric to be captured.

SERAP warns INEC: Allow 7m Nigerians to
complete voter registration or face legal action

By refusing the over seven 
million Nigerians the 

opportunity to complete the 
registration for their PVCs, INEC 
have unfairly, unreasonably, and 

unjustifiably denied them the 
opportunity to be heard at a 

meaningful time and in a meaningful 
manner as to the reasons for not 
completing their registration.”
“Voter distrust is apparent in 

virtually empty polling places on 
election days. Nigeria historically 

has had low levels of voter turnout

“
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Obi visits Imo, inaugurates state
Labour Party office 
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
he presidential flag bear-
er of  Labour Party, Pe-
ter Obi, has assured the 
people of  good govern-

ance if  he is elected as president 
of  Nigeria in 2023.

Obi gave the assurance when he 
officially commissioned Labour 
Party campaign office in Ow-
erri, last week. The three storey 
building he commissioned was 
built and donated to the party by 
Dr. Libo Agwara, an indigene of  
Ngorokpala Local Government 
Area, Imo State.

Obi, who thanked the mam-
moth crowd that graced the com-
missioning, urged them to deeply 
involve in Obident Movement to 
enable them emerge victorious 
to be able to change the country 
positively for the good of  all cit-
izens who he said deserve good 
living and social comfort 

“Nigeria cannot continue this 
way it is today. Be rest assured 
that we will be able to change this 
country from the way it is. Be re-
assured that from 2023, whoever 
is the driver of  this country will 
be a good driver”, Obi added.

Describing Peter Obi and his 
running mate, Yusuf  Datti Baba- 
Armed as thoughtful leaders who 
are prepared and ready to liberate 
the country through good gov-
ernance, Dr. Libo Agwara who 
donated the building to Labor 
Party, foretold that Obi and Datti 
are going to win the presidential 
election in 2023 because Obident 
Movement has formidable struc-
ture, ranking highest in numeri-
cal strength.

Agwara, who called on sen-
sible citizens who have demo-
cratic spirits to support and give 
their mandate to LP candidates, 
assured of  his effective commit-
ment to the cause of  rescuing the 
country from bad leadership.

However, an ardent supporter 
of  Obident Movement, a Mus-
lim and an Imo indigene, who 
is married in Kano State, Hajiya 
Rakiya Munkailu Armed and 
her friend, said that they came 
to identify with Obi and Datti 
because they are competent pol-
iticians who are fully prepared to 
revolutionize the country.

Earlier, a socio-political organ-
ization, Rescue Nigeria Project, 
RNP, has thrown its weight to the 
political aspirations of  Labour 
Party presidential and vice presi-
dential candidates, Peter Obi and 
Yusuf  Datti Baba- Armed, hence 
its endorsement.

The endorsement of  Peter Obi 
and Yusuf  Datti Baba- Armed 
which happened at Art Nouveau 
Event Centre, Owerri, last week, 
saw the likes of  Prof. Pat Utomi, 
Senator Ezenwa Onyewuchi, Ike 
C. Ibe, Chief  David Mbamara, 

Hon. Kingsley Ononuju (former 
Commissioner of  Commerce 
and Industry) among others in 
attendance.

They stated that their reason 
for endorsing the Labor Party 
presidential and vice presiden-
tial candidates is to have a solid 
ground to rescue Nigeria and its 
citizens from poverty, pain, hun-
ger, agony, suffering, criminality, 
insecurity, unemployment, lack 
of  working infrastructure occa-
sioned by leadership failure. The 
group blamed political parties 
such as the APC and the PDP for 
the woes of  the country.

Addressing the gathering, Na-
tional Leader of  RNP and La-
bour Party, Prof. Pat Utomi, said 
Peter Obi and Yusuf  Datti Baba- 
Armed are good combinations 
who have democratic spirits to 
rescue Nigeria and its citizens 
from political recklessness, eco-
nomic difficulty and social defi-
ciency.

Utomi mentioned that “when 
we plotted initially of  how to 
rescue Nigeria from adversity 
through effective leadership, the 
APC and the PDP laughed at us 
because they feel they can defeat 
our plans because they have all 
the resources at their disposal. 
But today, the project is a reali-
ty as Labor Party is standing on 
a pole position. We plotted that 
good governance mattered to lib-
erate the people”. 

Identifying leadership as “the 
pursuit of  immortality”, Utomi 
submitted that “when you lead 
well you will be remembered 
well... The Premier of  Eastern 
Nigeria Dr. M. I . Okpara for me, 
was ahead of  the First Indige-
nous Head of  State, Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe. Okpara is an extraordi-
nary man, who built and devel-
oped Eastern Region which now 
compromised of  South East and 
South South Regions.

The first Executive Gover-
nor of  Imo State, Barr. Samuel 
Onunaka Mbakwe, did wonders 
and developed Old Imo State 
to be the envy of  others. These 

men are wonderfully endowed 
with quality, good leadership 
acumen by God Almighty who 
ordains good kings. Today, pos-
terity holds them in high esteem 
even though they had no money. 
Peter Obi is following their foot-
steps. This is why we endorsed 
him. We are to vote massively for 
Labour Party to enable Obi and 
Datti emerge, for the arising of  
new Nigeria which will be good 
for all citizens”.

In his remarks, South East 
Chairman of  Rescue Nigeria 
Project, Chief  David Mbama-
ra, disclosed that the patriots 
came together to rescue Nigeria 
through Labour Party, stating 
that they are fulfilled that LP is 
in the race to lift the country as 
to bring goodness and happiness 
to the people who he frowned 
have been depraved and deprived 

of  the country’s fortunes, posit-
ing that every good leader pos-
sesses integrity, having capacity, 
competence and the spirit of  
inclusiveness to be able to drive 
good governance as democracy 
and republicanism entail, harp-
ing that those ingredients are 
determinant factors eligible vot-
ers should always consider while 
casting ballots.

Mbamara affirmed that “Pe-
ter Obi and Yusuf  Datti Baba- 
Armed are well experienced and 
positioned to lead Nigeria to 
prosperity. Prof. Pat Utomi held 
LP presidential ticket, but gave 
the ticket to Obi to run because 
he has the strength to redeem Ni-
geria from coma.

Nigeria is in coma. We must do 
everything humanly possible to 
rescue Nigeria. If  we fail, Nigeria 
will be in deep mess after 2023. 
Yes, LP has brought us back to 
the era of  Dr. M. I. Okpara, Barr. 
Sam Mbakwe who built and de-
veloped South East and South 
South Regions. The problem of  
Nigeria is leadership failure. Hu-
man disaster in the country is ter-
ribly caused by political parties 
which give tickets to the highest 
bidders with questionable char-
acters”.

Mbamara, while urging the 
“electorate to vote wisely be-
cause LP is going to rescue Ni-
geria from evil grab of  APC and 
President Mohammadu Buhari”, 
advised citizens not to be “de-
ceived by peanuts they receive 
from ill politicians. LP will sure-
ly change the ugly narratives. 

Hence we decided to endorse 
Peter Obi and Yusuf  Datti Baba- 
Armed. They are the most qual-
ified presidential candidates for 
2023 election”.

He was bitter that “since 2015, 
over 10, 000 innocent people 
have been killed in Nigeria. The 
country has no working refinery, 
no working infrastructure such as 
electricity, road, railway, health-
care, including quality education 
(ASUU has been on strike with 
the students waisting), no em-
ployment either. 

To say the least, APC does 
not have the moral right to ask 
people to vote for its candidates 
in the forthcoming election. To 
avert more evil, no person should 
vote for APC in any capacity. 
Vote LP, it is pro- workers. As 
you vote for Peter Obi and Yusuf  
Datti Baba- Armed, vote for oth-
er LP candidates too”.

Adding his voice, Senator 
representing Owerri Senatorial 
District at the Senate, Ezenwa 
Onyewuchi, said “Nigeria is sick 
and if  we do not rescue it, it will 
die. Nigeria is in deep trouble 
and needs a turn around. Good 
leadership entails everything and 
ideas are needed to transform the 
country. LP is a moving train. 
We thank RNP for endorsing LP. 

We will always follow the rules 
of  LP when elected or reelected. 
Obident Movement is a revo-
lution. We need this rescue like 
never before. We know that Obi 
will do it because we need em-
ployment, security, infrastructure 
and security”.

Peter Obi.

“ Nigeria is sick and if we do not rescue 
it, it will die. Nigeria is in deep trouble and

 needs a turn around. Good leadership
 entails everything and ideas are needed

 to transform the country.
 LP is a moving train. We thank RNP 

for endorsing LP. We will always
 follow the rules of LP when elected

 or reelected. Obident Movement
 is a revolution. We need this rescue 

like never before.
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Anambra govt suspends newly appointed
TC Chairman over alleged wife’s murder
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State gov-
ernment led by the 
executive governor, 

Prof. Chukwuma Soludo 
has suspended the transi-
tion committee chairman 
of  Nnewi North local gov-
ernment area, Hon Mbazu-
like Iloka. 

Iloka who is popularly 
known as Mba Mba was 
suspended over huge out-
cry, over the circumstances 
of  his wife’s death last Sun-
day morning. 

Iloka’s wife, Chidiebere 
was said to have slumped 
and died on Sunday morn-
ing, after serving her hus-
band breakfast. But those 
who know the couple in-
sisted that Iloka may have 
killed his wife, as he has a 
record of  consistently bat-
tering her.

Signs that that show that 
she was physically violated 
showed all over her body, 
while a huge wound on her 
head aroused suspicion, 
leading to public outcry 
over her death. 

In a letter of  suspension, 
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Umuahia-Ikot Ekpene road
worriers ADC candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he candidate of  Af-
rican Democratic 
Congress (ADC) for 

Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
House of  Representatives, 
Mr Obinna Nwosu has 
lamented the dilapidat-
ed conditions of  Umua-
hia-Ikot federal road in 
Abia State.

The poor conditions 
of  the road, he said, was 
compacting negatively the 
lives, economy and gener-
al well-being of  Ikwuano/
Umuahia constituents. 
Nwosu, who spoke on the 
plight of  road users during 
the inauguration of  a new  
Abia State caretaker exec-
utive of  ADC in Umuahia, 
stressed the inter State fed-
eral road connects Michael 
Okpara University of  Ag-
riculture, Umudike, feder-
al crop research institute, 
forestry research institute, 

popular Ndoro and Arian 
markets.

The ADC candidate 
promised that the road 
would receive utmost atten-
tion from him from 2023 if  
he is elected into the House 
of  Reps. Nwosu promised 
that though   legislative 
frameworks to be sponsored 
by by him, the Umuahia 
Ikot- Ekpene federal road 
which has been in terrible 
conditions would be re-
constructed to save natives, 
travellers, students and trad-
ers from untold hardship 
they are passing through 
on the road. He frowned at 
the rising unemployment 
among Nigerian youths but  
advised the Ikwuano/elec-
torate to shun failed leaders 
and vote the candidate that 
could attract development 
to their land. Nwosu com-
mended the members of  the  
newly inaugurated interim 
executive of  ADC in Abia 
State for coming on board.

HRH Eze Declan Izim Oparankwo ll Umunkwo and his Ugoeze during a ceremony recently.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he new Abia State 
Director of  Depart-
ment of  State Secu-

rity, (DSS) in Abia State, 
Mr. Friday Onuche has 
solicited a stronger partner-
ship with the Abia  State 
Council of  Nigeria Union 
of  Journalists (NUJ), to-
wards sustenance of  peace 
in Abia State. 

The new State DSS Di-
rector made the call when 
he received  the members 
of  executive and State 
Working Committee of  
NUJ , led by the Chairman 
of  the Council, Comrade 
Victor Ndukwe in his office 
in Umuahia. 

Onuche described the 
Command and the Abia 
NUJ as strong partners in 
progress to maintain peace. 
Onuche who was flanked 
by other senior officers of  
the State Command during 
the courtesy visit, said the 
media has the capacity to 
assist in the current securi-
ty challenges, “They assist 
you to douse tension in the 
State or escalate it”.

He said he was aware 
about the collaborative re-
lationship between his pre-
decessor and the leadership 

DSS, NUJ partner to sustain peace in Abia
of  the State Council which 
yielded positive results. Mr. 
Onuche maintained that no 
institution or organization 
could  do it alone as noted 
that his office required to  
collaborate, synergize with 
Journalists, as according to 
him, “If  there is  insecurity 
in the State, the Journalists 
are also affected as  the en-
vironment would not be 
conducive for them to prac-

which was signed by Anam-
bra State Commissioner for 
Local Government, Chief-
taincy and Community Af-
fair, Tony Collins Nwabun-
wanne, the chairman was 
asked to hand over to the 
head of  Local Government 
administration, to avoid in-
terfering in investigation.

The letter read: “Fol-
lowing the sad news of  the 
death of  your wife, late Mrs 
Chidiebere Iloka on 7th Au-
gust 2022, there have been 
a massive outcry over the 
circumstances leading to 
her death, including alleged 
possible homicide.

“While you are presumed 

innocent until the comple-
tion of  investigations, it has 
become imperative that you 
step aside to allow unfet-
tered investigation and jus-
tice.

“Consequently, you are 
directed to step aside and 
to hand over the affairs of  
the local government to the 

head of  local government 
administration, not later 
that 12th August 2022, until 
further notice.” 

Iloka has only recently 
been appointed chairman 
of  the local government; 
he has only been in office 
for about a week before his 
eventual removal.

tice or carry out their stat-
utory responsilities to the 
society.”

He noted that Journalists 
with their trade and skill 
can build or destroy a so-
ciety while urged them to 
consider using their Prac-
tice to promote peace, sta-
bility, and development of  
the State.

In his remarks, the State 
Council Chairman of  NUJ, 

Comrade Victor Ndukwe 
welcomed the new DSS 
State Director while as-
sured of  continued cooper-
ation from the Union. He 
advised the new State Di-
rector to also extend such 
collaboration with sister se-
curity agencies in the State 
in order to reduce observed 
increasing crime especially 
kidnapping in the state.

Finebone’s defection:
We are yet receive resignation 
letter - Rivers APC 
From Godson Nwosu
Port Harcourt

T
he All Progressives 
Congress in Rivers 
State says the report-

ed defection of  the Publicity 
Secretary of  the party, Chris 
Finebone to the People’s 
Democratic Party is still 
speculative.

This he opined on the fact 
that the party is yet to receive 
his official resignation letter. 
Assistant Publicity Secre-
tary of  APC, Darlington 
Nwauju in reaction to news 
of  Finebone’s defection said 
although the move may not 
be a surprising thing to few 
of  members of  the APC. 

Nwauju claimed that 
Finebone had revealed that 
it will be difficult for him as 
an Alabo elect of  Finebone 
Warcaneo house in Opobo 
Nkoro area to join the APC’ 
onslaught that will defeat his 
brother, who is the Gover-
norship Candidate of  PDP 
in the 2023 general elections, 
hence his Anticipated defec-
tion.

 Nwauju however urged 
teaming members and sup-
porters of  the All Progres-
sives Congress in Rivers 
State to have confidence in 
the leadership of  APC led 
by Chief  EMEKA BEKE 
to deliver of  the candidates 
in forthcoming general elec-
tions.

IGP orders watertight security around
schools, hospitals

T
he Inspector-Gen-
eral of  Police, Us-
man Alkali Baba, 

has ordered the deploy-
ment of  adequate security 
around schools, hospitals 
and critical national in-
frastructures across the 
country.

Force Public Relations 
Officer, Olumuyiwa Ade-
jobi, who disclosed this 
in a statement on Sun-
day said the IGP has also 
ordered regular patrols, 
stop and search raids, and 
show of  force by tactical 
commanders to clamp 
down on pockets of  crime 
and criminality in some 
states of  the federation.

“The Inspector-Gener-

al of  Police, IGP Usman 
Alkali Baba, has ordered 
the deployment of  wa-
ter-tight security arrange-
ments to cover all schools, 
hospitals, health workers, 
and critical national in-
frastructures around the 
country,” the statement 
added.

“The IGP has equally 
ordered regular patrols, 
stop and search, raids, 
and show of  force by tacti-
cal commanders to clamp 
down on pockets of  crime 
and criminality recorded 
in some states of  the fed-
eration.”

Baba gave the direc-
tive while reviewing the 
reports he received from 

various commands and 
formations on the general 
security situations across 
the country.

He tasked strategic po-
lice managers at various 
levels to prioritize the use 
of  intelligence gathering 
networks while charg-
ing officers and men of  
the force to take the fight 
against crime to the door-
steps of  suspected crimi-
nal elements with a view 
to flushing them from 
their hideouts.

The IGP also called for 
the cooperation of  mem-
bers of  the public, warn-
ing police officers to be 
civil, professional, and 
humane in the course of  
discharging their duties.
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nambra State Governor, 

AProfessor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo, CFR, 

has admonished youths in the 
state against being used to 
perpetrate crimes, saying it will 
end up destroying their future 

Governor Soludo stated this 
during the 2022 International 
Youth Day Celebration which 
took place on Friday at the 
P r o f e s s o r  D o r a  A k u n y i l i 
Women's Development Center, 
Awka.

The Governor said that it is a 
special day to celebrate the youths 
and the future, because, according 
to him, the youths constitute the 
bridge to the future.

G o v e r n o r  S o l u d o 
emphasized that he consciously 
gave the youths opportunity to be 
part of  his cabinet to demonstrate 
his unflinching beliefs in the 
youth, 

"The youths in our cabinet go 
to show how we want to get them 
involved in the scheme of  things. 
The future we are trying to build 
with our manifesto is for you. 
Become involved, come on board 
as we journey towards a liveable 
and prosperous homeland". 
Governor Soludo stressed 

He lamented that  some 
people, who unfortunately are 
being used to cause insecurity in 
the state who are sadly a handful 
of  youths.

" B u t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o 
incidentally give us headache in 
the homeland happen to be the 
youths. I know that the youths 
here represents the shinning light 
of  our dear State. I will therefore 
like to advise those carrying guns 
around to commit havoc against 
the people to leave Anambra 
state."

These people committing 
these crimes are not unknown 
gunmen.  Gover nor  Soludo 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e 
somebody's brother, son, friend 
who lives within the community 
and bushes. 

"If  you see something, say 
something. I'll tell you this, 
especially those of  you from the 
South senatorial zone, you may 
have noticed a difference. We are 
not giving these criminals a space. 
Anyone that you know, who is 
i nv o l v e d  i n  a n y  f o r m  o f  
criminalities, say something. We 
have given out some phone 
n u m b e r s  t h a t  y o u  c a n 
immediately call to report any 

criminal activity. And you can be 
rest assured that we will go after 
them and pick them up anytime 
w e  r e c e i v e  s u c h  t i m e l y 
information". 

Governor Soludo reiterated 
that there is nowhere to hide for 
any criminal in Anambra State, 
"there is nowhere to hide in 
Anambra.  Our youth must 
blossom and fulfill their God 
given potentials. When youths 
don't go to school every Monday, 
how can they compete with the 
rest of  the world? We must 
continue to work to earn a decent 
living. In this administration, we 
have a huge agenda for the youth. 
The teachers, medical personnel 
being recruited are youths. We 
have 2.5 billion naira for the youth 
empowerment. We will go a 
whole length to ensure we 
exhaust it. The future belongs to 
you, not just the future, today is 
yours."

The Governor also pointed 
out that many people want to 
enjoy, but don't want to work for 
it, stating that it is not part of  the 
Igbo mantra.

"The society dies the day we 
stopped asking people what they 
do for a living. It's time for our 

youths to get back to society, by 
asking those relevant questions. 
We must go back to the basics. It 
was not so when we were growing 
up". Governor Soludo advised

R e i t e r a t i n g  h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  s e c u r i t y 
initiatives, the Governor said that 
some criminals came with the 
intention to ruin the future of  the 
youth in the state, noting that to 
work against it, they must be 
organized, saying that Anambra 
state government has been taking 
them out one after the other, 
adding that such evil agenda 
cannot prevail over the children 
of  God.

Professor Soludo maintained, 
"we are keeping awake for your 
sake. But you have your own roles 
to play to be responsible. I urge 
you to acquire a skill,  and 
government can then help you. 
We will provide the enabling 
environment, from where we will 
head into infrastructure. We are 
just waiting for the rains to 
subside, Anambra will become a 
massive construction site. It is a 
collective responsibility. We must 
fix our own state. Get interested in 
what goes on. Get your PVC 
ready because you are going to 

have a say. You must play critical 
roles. If  you are indifferent, 
c r o o k s  w i l l  g ove r n  yo u " . 
G ove r n o r  S o l u d o  f u r t h e r 
admonished the youths 

He also asked the youth to 
help mobilize others, stressing 
that a new society is possible only 
with their active participation.

" T h o s e  w h o  r e f u s e  t o 
participate, will certainly lose 
their right to complain. I'll tell you 
one thing that must be explained. 
There are no resources to pay 
people who are literally doing 
nothing. We rather use such 
resources to work for the people. 
Our youths are looking for 
opportunities and that's what we 
stand for, said the Governor.

T h e  e v e n t  w h i c h  w a s 
witnessed by various youth 
groups and organisations, also 
had the Commissioner for Youth 
Deve lopment ,  Mr.  Pat r i ck 
A g h a m b a  a n d  t h e  f o r m e r 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  B a s i c 
Educat ion,  Professor  Kate 
Omenugha who was the Keynote 
Speaker in attendance.

Reject being used for crimes, Soludo
urge Anambra youths
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h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve s TCongress APC Ebonyi 
South Senatorial zone has 

expelled the factional candidate of  
APC for Ebonyi South, Mrs Ann 
Nwanyibuife Agomeze from the 
par ty over an alleged gross 
misconduct. 

The expulsion which took 
place during the party zonal 
meeting at Afikpo North Local 
Government Area, headquarters 
witnessed massive turn out of  
party faithful drawn from the five 
LGAs that make up Ebonyi South 
Senatorial zone.  The State party's 
Chairman who coincidentally 
hails from the Senatorial District, 
Chief  Stanley Okoro Emegha 
reiterated the fact that Mrs 
A g o m e z e  h a s  r e b e l l i o u s ly 
jeopardised her membership by 
vehement ly  v io la t ing  the i r 
constitution which prohibits any 
act of  dishonesty capable of  
disparaging the party or its 
member (s). 

"Mrs Agomeze has recklessly 
disparaged herself  too by eating 
back her words in an effort to 
satisfy her paymasters. How can a 
woman who voluntarily wrote, 
signed and submitted her letter of  
withdrawal from the a Senatorial 
primary that gave the Federal 
High Cour t ,  Abakaki l i  the 

impetus to order for a fresh 
election still denies it in a broad 
daylight? Do you know that she 
also sworn an affidavit to that 
effect and all these documents are 
substantially available including at 
the National Secretariat". 

"Out of  greed, the same Mrs 
Agomeze approached the state 
governor who also doubles as the 
candidate of  APC for Ebonyi 
South Senatorial District, Engr 
David Nweze Umahi to give her a 
whooping sum of  20million naira 
and a Pedro Jeep. Just because her 
insatiable appetite for quick riches 
hit the rock, she decided to 
embrace the devil (opposition 
political party)."

"If  not that APC through its 
gender inclusive agenda gave 
women forms to contest the 
primaries free of  charge, would 
Ann ever dreamt of  anything 
because she knows that she cannot 
e v e n  w i n  o r d i n a r y  w a r d 
councillor".  "Since her expulsion 
from the party started in her 
Umudomi ward in Onicha Local 
Government area of  the state, 
even as your state party Chairman, 
I cannot interfere with the decision 
because politics is a grassroots 
engagement."

"Since she has been thrown 
o u t  f r o m  t h e  w a r d ,  l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a  a n d 
subsequently the zonal level, what 

we should be considering now is to 
look at how to prosecute her in line 
o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  i s 
supreme". 

" H oweve r,  we  a r e  we l l 
schooled in her antics as she is 
being bankrolled by the opposition 
party namely Ama Nnachi who 
claims to be the PDP Senatorial 
candidate for the same Ebonyi 
South zone. Ama Nnachi has 
qu ick ly  fo rgo t ten  l ike  one 
suffering from dementia that most 
of  them leveraged on the influence 
of  Governor David Umahi to be in 
power today". 

"Ann Agomeze and her 
cohorts should know that APC 
Ebonyi State will convincingly 
d e l ive r  a l l  h e r  c a n d i d a t e s 
including Governor David Umahi 
in the 2023 General elections. The 
plan to step down for Ama Nnachi 
at the general polls has since been 
busted and will remain exercise in 
futility". 

Nevertheless, among other 
contributions, the chairman APC 
Ebonyi South Zone Mr Ernest 
Nwazi through a motion expelled 
Mrs Ann Agomeze form the party 
citing rebellious and unruly 
behaviours stressing that she 
fundamentally violated some 
sections of  their constitution. 

Meanwhile, a group Ebonyi 
South Concerned Citizens has 

kicked against the suspension and 
expulsion of  the Mrs Ann Agom-
Eze, from the party. 

The group alleged the State 
Government through its agents 
coerced the Vice Chairman of  
Umudomi Ward, Mr Nwitte John-
Eze, to sign a letter, which 
pur por tedly suspended and 
expelled Mrs Agom-Eze, on 
Saturday.

According to the group, the 
same suspension/expulsion letter 
was on Wednesday, rejected by the 
Ward Chairman, Ogbonnaya 
Ogboji and the Secretary, after 
they were allegedly held hostage 
for over 14 hours and later offered 
N1Million to sign the letter. 

The Leader of  the group, Engr 
Ugochukwu Orji, stated this, on 
Sunday, in statement, titled, 
"Suspension saga about Princess 
Ann Agom-Eze: A mere fallacy, 
move that increases Umahi's 
desperation."

The Ebonyi group, which said 

suspending Mrs  Agom-Eze 

amounted to cutting corners, in 

the statement, said, "In their 

continuous bid to actualise their 

evil plans of  suspending Mrs Ann 

Nwanyibuife Agom-Eze, two days 

ago, being Wednesday, August 10, 

2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  O n i c h a  L o c a l 

Government Area Chairman, 

Hon Felix Igboke, invited the APC 

executives of  the Umudomi Ward.

"During the time of  hostage at 

the residence of  Onicha LGA 

c h a i r m a n ,  i n  A b a k a l i k i , 

immediately after the news went 

viral, they quickly released them 

and came online to write a press 

release, denying every allegation 

against them.

"The Umudomi Ward Excos 

were released after their plan of  

coe rc ing  them to  s i gn  the 

suspension letter against Mrs Ann 

Agom-Eze.

"Yesterday again,  being 

Thursday, August 11, 2022, in 

another attempt to cover up their 

illegal activities of  the previous 

day,  they now invited the whole 

Excos from the Umudomi Ward to 

the State Patty secretariat in 

Abakaliki, which ended up in 

chaos as they finally offered Ward 

Umudomi Excos One Million 

Naira to cover up their logistics.

"It was later revealed that 

Governor David Umahi Nweze 

ca l l ed  the  Onicha  counc i l 

chairman threatening to sack all 

the appointees from Onicha 

Igboeze Community and the local 

government area at large, if  

nothing was done to suspend and 

expel Mrs Ann Agom-Eze from 

the party.

"Early hours of  Friday, being 

August 12, 2022, the Umudomi 

Ward Chairman was again called 

to report with his full Ward Excos 

for their monthly stipend at the 

Onicha Local Government Area 

headquarters, in Isu.

"And on getting to the Onicha 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a 

headquarters at Isu, he was 

secretly informed that the Onicha 

LGA APC Chairman, Mr Uche 

Nwosu, planned to attack him 

with some of  his group members, 

and he eventually narrowly 

escaped being lynched. At this 

very moment, the way about of  the 

Umudomi Ward Chairman, 

Ogbonnaya John Ogboji,  is 

unknown.

“Information reaching us now 

(today, Saturday, August 13, 2023) 

is that they have immediately 

installed and mandated the Vice 

Chairman of  Umudomi Ward, Mr 

Nwitte John-Eze, who carried out 

their bidding of  signing the 

suspension letter of  Mrs Ann 

Nwanyibuife Agom-Eze. Moreso, 

we hope that Mr Ogbonnaya John 

Ogboji (The Umudomi Ward 

Chairman) is safe wherever they 

may have taken him to."

Ebonyi APC expels embattled 'Senatorial
candidate', Mrs Agom-Eze
... As group kicks

If  not that APC 
through its gender 
inclusive agenda 

gave women forms 
to contest the 

primaries free of  
charge, would 

Ann ever dreamt 
of  anything 

because she knows 
that she cannot 

even win ordinary 
ward councillor

By David Eze, Abakaliki

Agom Eze
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Governorship can-
didate of  All Progres-
sive Grand Alliance 

(APGA), Prof  Greg Ibe has 
lambasted the Abia State 
government for the state’s 
alleged high debt profile, 
which according to him, is 
now N94b.

Prof  Ibe stated this at St 
Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
Ebem  Ohafia while flag -
ging off  his free medical 
and surgical treatments for 
the people of  Abia North. 
Represented at the occasion 
by his running mate, Hon 
Obinna Ichita, Prof  Ibe al-
leged that despite borrowing 
N94 billion from local banks, 
the Abia State government 
had nothing to show for the 
quantum debt, especially in 
health, education sectors.

Ibe said the debt figures 
were supplied by the Debt 
Management Office (DMO). 
He also expressed displeas-
ure at the poor conditions of  
Abia workers and pension-

ers, whom he said, were in 
perilous times occasioned by 
nonpayment of  their salaries, 
pensions and gratuities. 

He assured that if  elected 
the next Governor on the 
platform of  APGA, true gov-
ernance of  the State and the 
people would be experienced 
in all sectors. Explaining the 
reason for his free medical 
intervention, Prof  Ibe stated 
that the noble program was 
designed to save the lives of  
Abians, especially the poor 
population, who can not af-
ford to attend to their health 
challenges because of  pover-
ty.

He added that the interven-
tion also came at a time med-
ical doctors in Abia State 
embarked on every Tuesday 
strike, in sympathy to their 
colleagues at Hospital Man-
agement Board who are be-
ing owed months of  salaries. 

He further explained that 
the withdrawal of  medi-
cal accreditation of  school 
of  medicine of  Abia State 
University by the National 
Universities Commission 

(NUC), means that the lives 
of  Abians were under threat, 
hence his decision to provide 
quality health for Abians. 
He noted that the program 
was not a political decoy but 
aimed at covering the wide 
gaps created by Abia State 
government’s alleged failure 
to give her citizens basic and 

quality health services. 
According to him, absence 

of  quality medical services 
by Abia  government, hun -
ger, low morale of  medical 
workers in the State and poor 
conditions of  civil servants 
and pensioners were alleged-
ly responsible for high num-
ber of  mortuaries and other 
funeral homes in Abia State. 

He charged Abia North 
indigenes to utilise the free 

By David Eze,
 Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment says it will 
relocate over sixty 

five households inhabiting 
the hill along the retain-
ing wall of  Ogwuma Edda 
landslide in Afikpo South 
LGA  to pave way for re -
medial work on the road. 

Gov Umahi who an-
nounced this when he 
visited the area to inspect 
efforts to clear earlier 
blocked by the landslide 
appealed for understand-
ing by residents  to enable 
Government handle the 
situation.

He thanked President 
Muhammadu Buhari for 
immediate approval of  the 
request for the state gov-
ernment to assist in the re-
construction of  the retain-
ing wall of  the Ogwuma 
Edda.  “Let me thank our 
dear President very highly 
and I want the Edda peo-
ple to thank him too. 

“I did not even see him. 

I just wrote a letter to him 
while in Abuja and he 
immediately approved an 
intervention.” “What will 
happen is that we will get 
a place to resettle these 
people. 

“We need to have a kind 
of  small estate where these 
people will have to settle.” 
Work will start immedi-
ately from Monday. 

We will know the houses 
that will be going and we 
will mark them. “You will 
indicate where these peo-
ple are going to be relocat-
ed and I want you people 
as Edda Community to 
help those people who 
will no longer stay here be-
cause when they stay here, 
not only that their lives 
will be at stake but also it 
will cause more slide. 

 “Slide is a very danger-
ous thing. It gulps a lot of  
money to remedy. So, let 
those who are staying near 
there be evacuated.

“We need to be our 
brother’s keepers. Gover-
nor Umahi further direct-

Exco members of NUJ with senior DSS officials.

medical services which he 
promised, would be extend-
ed to every political ward in 
Abia, emphasising that every 
sick Abian of  any political af-
filiation was qualified to ben-
efit. The leader of  the med-
ical team, Dr Ojum Ogwo 
said 50 medical professionals 
comprising medical doctors, 
pharmacists, nurses, optome-
trists etc were assembled for 
the Abia North program, ex-

plaining that patients whose 
cases required surgeries were 
to be taken to hospitals for 
surgery at no cost to them. 
Tests were run on patients 
before they were referred for 
treatment while some  of  the 
patients who spoke to News 
Echo commended Prof  Ibe 
for the outreach while Rev 
Mba Iroha of  St Peter’s Pres-
byterian Church,Ebem Oha-
fia expressed joy at the event.

ed the Chairman of  the 
Council, Dr. Eni Uduma 
Chima to secure a new set-
tlement for residents of  the 
affected area for onward 
evacuation.

“65 houses must have 
to leave that place. There 
is nothing else we can do 
than save the life of  our 
people.  “We will support 
you within the limit of  our 
resources.” Earlier, the 
Council Chairman appre-
ciated the Governor and 
the Federal Government 
for their timely interven-
tion and pledged to partner 
the Government to tackle 
the ecological challenge.

 The Commissioner for 
Works and Transport, 
Engr. Ogbonnaya Oba-
si-Abara assured that resi-
dents of  the area would be 
relocated as soon as possi-
ble to enable Government 
commence activities on 
the road. 

The Commissioners for 
Environment and Hous-
ing, Dr. Richard Nnabu 
and Chief  Sunday Ugwuo-

cha respectively pledged 
to fast track the relocation 
process. Some residents of  
the area including Ezeogo 
Charles Azuenya, Ezeogo 
Dickson Okorie among 
others, lauded the Gov-
ernor for coming to their 
aide and promised to com-
ply with the directive of  
the State Government. 

It could be recalled that 
the Ogwuma landslide oc-
cured few miles from the 
multi million naira Inyere 
Edda bridge being con-
structed by Governor Da-
vid Umahi.

We do not owe workers’ salaries for 6 
months - Ebonyi govt
By David Eze, Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment has debunked 
report by the BudgiT 

alleging that it owns workers’ 
salaries for six months, de-
scribing the report as baseless 
and misleading. 

In a statement by Governor 
David Umahi’s special Assis-
tant on Media and stratagy 
Chooks Oko, the state gov-
ernment maintained that the 
report by the BudgiT was out-
rightly false, saying it contra-
dicted all the  verifiable facts 
and evidence in Ebonyi State.

 The statement further de-
scribed the publication listing 
Ebony state among the states 
owing salaries for six months 
as embrazzing, adding that 
Ebonyi since inception of  
Governor David Umahi’s ad-
ministration has never owed 
salaries of  workers even for 
one month. 

The statement reads: “the 
attention of  the Ebonyi State 
government has been drawn 
to a report recently released 
by  BudgiT, an otherwise rep-
utable financial rating agency, 
placing Ebonyi among states 
owing salaries for six months. 
“Without attempting to im-
pugn the integrity of  the or-
ganisation, we wish to state 
categorically, that the report 
is outrightly false, and con-
tradicts all verifiable facts and 
evidence in the state. 

“It is on record that the 

present administration in Eb-
onyi State under Engr. David 
Nweze Umahi, from its in-
ception, has never owed sal-
aries of  workers even for one 
month.

“Workers’ salaries have al-
ways been paid on or before 
the 24th of  every month up 
till July, 2022.

“We hereby urge BudgiT to 
specify their source or remove 
Ebonyi state from the report 
as it has no business there. 
Curiously, all efforts to reach 
the organization through 
their advertised phone num-
bers have proved abortive as 
they are perpetually switched 
off. 

“Meanwhile, the supposed 
source for Ebonyi indices has 
denied sending such a report. 
“BudgiT and other such or-
ganizations are advised to 
always verify their facts prop-
erly before releasing statistics 
to the public, as incorrect re-
ports are capable of  diminish-
ing their respect and integrity.

“For the avoidance of  
doubt, BudgiT is advised to 
seek verification from the ap-
propriate Government Min-
istries, Agencies and Depart-
ments in the State, including 
speaking with the Civil serv-
ants.

 “We cannot be deterred 
from delivering quality gov-
ernance to our people while 
ensuring the best welfare for 
our workers.”

... Extends medical outreach to Abia North



News

GOC 82 Division bids 34 Artillery
Brigade troops farewell

By Jennifer John 

T
he General Officer 
Commanding (GOC) 
82 Division, Nigerian 

Army, Major General Tao-
reed  Abiodun Lagbaja who 
was recently redeployed 
has bid officers and soldiers 
of  the 32 Artillery Brigade 
Obinze, farewell.

Speaking during a fare-
well ceremony organized 
for him at 32 Artillery Bri-
gade Obinze Barracks, Imo 
State, Lagbaja enthused 
that the battle against the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), its armed affiliate 
-Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) and other criminal 
elements in Imo State has 
been won but the war was 
not yet over.

Gen Lagbaja appreciated 
the troops for their undaunt-
ing loyalty,  service to the 
Nation and for sustaining 
the  peace that has so far 
been restored in the state.

He added that the crim-
inals are on the run and 
should not be allowed to 
regroup and hold on to any 
fortress, while urging the 
troops to redouble their ef-
forts and continue to work 
hard to see that criminality 
was brought to an outright 
end in the state.

The GOC also commend-
ed the performance of  the 
troops of  the Brigade which 
hosted the just concluded 

Nigerian Army Day Cele-
bration (NADCEL) 2022, 
which he said was a huge 
success. 

He appreciated the Chief  
of  Army Staff  (COAS) Lt 
Gen Farouk Yahaya for his 
commitment to the welfare 
of  troops of  the Nigerian 
Army and informed the 
troops that the COAS has 
approved the construction 
and renovation of  some 
blocks of  accommodation 
in the barracks, of  which 
work will commence soon. 
He further thanked the 
troops for making his tenure 
as the GOC 82 division a 
success.  

While appreciating the 
efforts of  the GOC, the 
Commander 34 Artillery 
Brigade, Brigadier General 
Sani Sulaiman thanked the 
him for providing purpose-
ful and pragmatic leadership 
and for his moral support, 
especially during various 
operations which led to 
clearing of  the irredentist el-
ements from their hideouts, 
especially in Orsumoghu, 
Lilu and other places where 
the terrorists maimed inno-
cent citizens and destroyed 
properties at will. 

Suleiman promised to 
sustain the tempo and 
build on the successes so 
far achieved. He wished the 
GOC well in his new place 
of  duty as the GOC 1 Divi-
sion. 
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Nnamdi Kanu’s lawyers write AGF, Malami: 
Request for implementation of UN’s on IPOB leader

T
he legal team of  
Nnamdi Kanu, leader 
of  the proscribed In-

digenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu led by 
Chukwuma-Machukwu in 
union with Aloy Ejimakor, 
have written to the Attorney 
General of  the Federation, 
AGF, and Minister of  Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, demand-
ing Kanu’s unconditionally 
release in line with the rec-
ommendations of  the United 
Nations Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention.

They reminded Malami of  
the need to accord Kanu an 
enforceable right to compen-
sation and other reparations 
for his continued unlawful 
detention.

The letter which was ad-
dressed to Malami and the 
Minister of  Foreign Affairs 
was signed by Chukwu-
ma-Machukwu, and Aloy 
Ejimakor partly reads:  
“As you must have noted, 
the Opinion demanded the 
Government of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria to im-
mediately and uncondition-
ally release our client; Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu and accord 
him an enforceable right to 
compensation and other rep-
arations for his continued un-
lawful detention.

“The Working Group re-
quests the source and the 
Government to provide the 
above- mentioned informa-
tion within six months of  the 
date of  transmission of  the 
present opinion. However, 
the Working Group reserves 
the right to take its own action 
in follow-up to the opinion if  
new concerns in relation to 
the case are brought to its at-
tention. Such action would 
enable the Working Group 
to inform the Human Rights 
Council of  progress made in 
implementing its recommen-
dations, as well as any failure 
to take action”. All emphasis 

Fulani herdsmen not responsible for 
killing in Umueri community - PG 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he President General 
of  the Umueri com-
munity in Anambra 

State, Chief  Johnny Chuk-
wudi Metchie, has debunked 
reports making the rounds 
that herdsmen invaded his 
community. 

News Echo gathered that a 
video that has gone viral on 
social media captured a man 
alleging that gunmen sus-
pected to be Fulani herds-
men attacked the Umueri 
community. 

But in a press statement he 
personally signed on Thurs-
day, Metchie warned against 
spreading false information 
capable of  inciting vio-
lence between members of  
the community and Fulani 
herders. 

He also warned those 
spreading the fake news, 
particularly a man identi-
fied as Delight to desist from 

such acts. According to him, 
preliminary investigations 
conducted by the commu-
nity vigilante group and the 
police have revealed that the 
deceased was not killed by 
Fulani as Delight stated in 
the video.

“Please, disregard every 
information from that fel-
low claiming that the man 
was killed by Fulani men 
because, our preliminary 
investigation and that of  the 
police, which led to a con-
fession by one of  the killers 
apprehended by Umueri 
vigilante men has revealed 
that the man was not killed 
by the Fulani herdsmen. 

“But instead of  wait for 
confirmed report from the 
people who are handling 
the case, someone chose to 
act silly, with the aim of  pro-
voking crisis between Igbos 
and the Fulanis in Igboland. 
This is unacceptable”, he 
added.

...Calls for sustained onslaught 
against IPOB/ESN, criminals

(italic, bold underlining) ours.
“Your Excellency, we are 

sending this demand Letter 
to you because we believe that 
the subject matter falls under 
the jurisdiction of  the Foreign 
Relations Ministry of  Nigeria, 
as it is the duty of  the Minis-
try to, among other things, 
ensure that Nigeria complies 
with her obligations under in-
ternational law.

Thus, in your consider-
ations of  the subject mat-
ter of  this Letter, we re-
spectfully invite you to be 
guided by the following: 
“The Working Group, which 
is an integral part of  the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights 
Council, is a quasi-judicial 
body that has the legal man-
date of  the United Nations to 
adjudicate human rights peti-
tions brought against member 
nations of  the United Na-
tions.

“The Opinion of  the Work-
ing Group is legally binding 
on Nigeria because it is based 
primarily on Universal Hu-
man Rights standards set by 
Article 9(1) of  the Internation-
al Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, 1966, the Uni-
versal Declaration of  Human 
Rights, The Universal Dec-
laration of  Human Rights, 
1948, The Body of  Princi-
ples for the Protection of  All 
Persons under any Form of  
Detention or Imprisonment, 
1988, The Declaration on 
the Protection of  All Persons 
from Enforced Disappear-
ance, 1992, The Principles 
on the Effective Prevention 
and Investigation of  Extra-le-
gal, Arbitrary and Summa-
ry Executions, 1989; all to 
which Nigeria is a signatory. 
“Some of  the above human 
rights instruments were men-
tioned in the Opinion as 
having guided the Working 
Group in reaching this deci-
sion. To be sure, ratification 
is a means by which a nation 

renders itself  subject to in-
ternational laws and treaties. 
And by virtue of  Section 12 
of  the 1999 Constitution of  
the Federal Republic of  Ni-
geria {as amended} and a 
plethora of  decisions by the 
Supreme Court of  Nigeria 
{see; Abacha v Fawehinmi 
[2000] 6 NWLR Part 660 p 
228}, ratification makes Ni-
geria subject to and bound by 
whatever treaties, principles, 
protocols, etc that it ratified 
and domesticated.

“Thus, Nigeria’s Domes-
tication of  Article 6 of  the 
African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights {which 
includes Article 6 that guar-
antees the Right against un-
lawful detention. This Article 
is as well very similar to Ar-
ticle 9(1) of  the Internation-
al Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights} has made 
Nigeria bound by it and in ex-
tension, bound by the Opin-
ion of  the Working Group 
which it was founded on. 
“Furthermore the Interna-
tional Court of  Justice in 
its dictum in the Hostages 
in Tehran case, ICJ Reports 
1980, p. 42, para. 91 held: 
“wrongfully to deprive hu-
man beings of  their freedom 
and to subject them to phys-
ical constraint in conditions 
of  hardship is in itself  incom-
patible with the principles 
of  the Charter of  the United 
Nations, as well as with the 
fundamental principles enun-
ciated in the Universal Decla-
ration of  Human Rights”.

“It thus follows that, not-
withstanding that a State may 
not have ratified or otherwise 
adhered to any of  the preced-
ing human rights treaties, it is 
nonetheless bound by other 
legal sources to ensure a per-
son’s right to respect for his 
or her liberty and security. 
“That Kenya has not taken 
up a complaint against Nige-
ria for kidnapping a British 

citizen in her sovereign State 
cannot in law be an alibi for 
Nigeria as to avoid its Rule 
of  Law obligations. The case 
of  United States v. Toscanino 
(also cited in the Opinion) 
emphatically points out that 
a violation of  international 
law is not merely a political 
matter to be settled through 
diplomatic channels by the 
states involved, but can also 
be relied upon by the accused 
in the domestic courts. see; 
See State v. Brewster (1835), 
7 Vt. 118; United States v . 
Unverzagt (1924), 299 F. 1015 
(D.C .), (1919-42).

“To this effect, even when 
Nigeria denies being a sig-
natory to or ratifying some 
of  the instruments as listed 
above which the Working 
Group relied on, the Inter-
national Court of  Justice 
has already set the prece-
dent that even States that did 
not ratify these Documents 
will still be bound by them. 
“As a bonafide member of  the 
United Nations Organisation, 
Nigeria is subject to Decisions 
cum Opinions issued from all 
the United Nations bodies. 

Thus, it is our firm position 
that Nigeria is legally bound 
to implement this well found-
ed and universally respected 
Opinion in its fullness of  let-
ters and spirit. And it is ex-
pected to do so promptly.

“The comity of  Nations 
cannot allow Nigeria to pick 
and choose benefits from in-
ternational Covenants and 
Conventions to revile on its 
duties and obligations accru-
ing from the said internation-
al Covenants and Conven-
tions. For her benefit, Nigeria 
followed through with her 
claims over Bakassi in the In-
ternational Court of  Justice. 
“How did we come to this 
level?

In fact, we must reiterate 
that impunity and violence 
are sure signposts of  mis-
governance and are never 
allowed in the comity of  
sovereign nations where in-
telligence, higher thoughts 
and diplomacy are the only 
life wires of  good governance 
and mutual international rela-
tionships with other nations. 
“This Nigeria cannot afford 
to squander. It is an oppor-
tunity to explore a more 
reconciliatory path to re-
solving the Biafra question. 
“In view of  all the foregoing, 
we most respectfully ask you 
to bring your good Office to 
bear on the Government of  
Nigeria to unconditionally 
release our Client, Nnamdi 
Kanu within a reasonable 
time after the receipt of  this 
letter.”

A support group, Mr Peter Obi Liberation Team, has held one-million-man 
match in Abakaliki, Ebonyi State Capital.



News

2023: Peter Obi’s support group storms 
Abakaliki for one-million-man match
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
head of  2023 general 
election, a support 
group, Mr Peter Obi 

Liberation Team, has held 
one-million-man match in 
Abakaliki, Ebonyi State 
Capital.

Members of  the group 
who adorned themselves in 
face caps and T-shirt bearing 
Mr Obi’s picture and the La-
bour Party’s logo, matched 
round the major streets of  
Abakaliki metropolis.

 In an interview, with Jour-
nalists the South-East zonal 
Coordinator of  the Group, 
Dr Francis Orji, said that 
Obi tsunami is blowing all 
over the country and there 
was need to generate the con-
sciousness of  Ebonyi people, 

hence, the solidarity match. 
Orji said the near degen-

eration of  governance in 
Nigeria that had resulted to 
rise in insecurity, collapse of  
economy, unemployment, 
banditry and collapse of  the 
education system would be 
totally addressed if  Mr Obi 
emerged the president of  the 
country, come 2023. 

According to him, Obi 
deserved to be supported, 
having promised to change 
Nigeria from consumption 
country to production coun-
try, noting that the major 
problem of  Nigeria today 
is that “we borrow to pay 
debts.” 

Orji expressed optimism 
that Mr Obi would emerged 
President of  Nigeria, come 
2023, adding that the essence 
of  the solidarity match was 

to disprove those thinking 
that Obi’s supporters only 
exist on the social media. 

He said the Nigerian State 
is suffering leadership failure, 
and Mr Obi’s presidency in 
2023, would rescue the coun-
try.  Also speaking was the 
State Coordinator of  Peter 
Obi Liberation Team, Mr 
Agha Ndukwe, who said 

the group embarked on the 
solidarity match to sensitize 
Ebonyi people that Nigeria 
had got a man to liberate it, 
in person of  Mr Peter Obi, if  
voted to power in 2023. 

According to Ndukwe, Ni-
gerians have suffered enough 
and Obi has been tested and 
trusted to have the capacity 
to liberate the country.

Anambra North Senatorial candidate of the All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA), Dr. Mrs Ebelechukwu 
Obiano in picture pose with her Campaign Organisation.

The State Coordinator 
vowed that the group would 
not relent in preaching Obi 
message until he is declared 
winner of  the presidential 
election in 2023. 

Also, the State Youths 
Leader, Comrade Udo Obo-
lo, said Mr Obi’s Presidential 
bid was a youth project that 
must be realized to liberate 

the country, and urged every 
Nigerian youth to embrace 
it. 

Another leader of  the 
group and elderstatesman, 
Mr Godwin Arua, said the 
solidarity match was to 
demonstrate their supports 
for Mr Obi’s aspiration to 
lead Nigeria, come 2023.

Coordinator, Ekwereazu Dev. Centre
assures his people of fairness, democracy gains
By Ikenna Orioha

T
o add to the success, 
peace, goodness, com-
fort, progress and secu-

rity of  Imo State, Coordina-
tor, Ekwereazu Development 
Centre, Ahiazu Mbaise Lo-
cal Government Area, Hon. 
Chief  Okechukwu Ezem 
(Ahia 1 of  Ahiazu), has as-
sured to work in line with 
the democratic agenda of  the 
Shared Prosperity administra-
tion.

He said with God on his 
side he would render qual-
ity leadership to the people 
of  Ekwereazu Development 
Centre because he loves them 
dearly, saying he cannot afford 
to disappoint them nor the 
Governor, Hope Uzodimma, 
promising to remain fair and 
steadfast in his service to God 
and humanity. 

Ezem who gave the assur-
ance in adopting democratic 
vision to serving his people 
and the state while having au-
dience with media profession-
als at the Government House, 
Owerri, last week, hinted that 
he has been doing well since 
he officially resumed duty as 
Coordinator, Ekwereazu De-
velopment Centre, because 
God is always with him. 

“I have been doing well 
since I was inaugurated and 

God has been helping us. I 
have been faring well without 
any challenge or hindrance. 
And I trust in God, a lot of  
good things will be attracted 
to Ekwereazu Development 
Centre by me and my team of  
patriots.”

Vowing that he will make 
sure that whatever govern-
ment gives the people through 
him at any point in time will 
definitely and purely get to 
them particularly those at 
the hinterlands (grassroots) 
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to make them enjoy gains of  
democracy, Ezem appealed 
to the people to continue to be 
peaceful while supporting the 
3r government championed 
by Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma who he eulogized is doing 
well to reconcile, reconstruct 
and recover the state to the ad-
vantage, good of  all persons. 

“His Excellency, Hope Uzo-
dimma, has been doing his 
best to make sure that things 
move accordingly in Imo 
State. 

He is doing creditably on 
infrastructure more espe-
cially on road construction. 
The Owerri/Orlu, Owerri/
Okigwe, Owerri/Aba and 
the recently awarded Mbaise/
Umuahia Roads among many 
other roads are clear and good 
testimonies. 

He has also helped many 
indigent people to have hope 
of  survival, of  good living. 
Gladly, many communities of  
Ekwereazu enjoy electricity”, 
he posited.

Police arrest 3 herdsmen for 
killing man in Anambra forest
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

P
olice in Anambra 
State have arrested 
three Fulani herds-

men in connection to the 
killing of  a man known as 
Energy. 

A now deceased man, 
Energy who is said to be 
an indigene of  Umunya 
in Oyi Local Govern-
ment Area, was earlier on 
Thursday lured into the 
forest by some herdsmen 
to purchase cattle.

Energy was said to be 
in need of  a cow, and had 
been connected to a Fulani 
herdsman, who directed 
him to come to their camp 
to purchase the cow. 

From a video circulat-
ing online, it was observed 
that Energy had contacted 
a truck driver to take him 
to the Fulani herdsmen 
camp, which was said to 
be in Aguleri forest. 

According to the truck 
driver, who spoke in a vid-
eo, “We were on our way 
to see the cows, but we no-
ticed we were going into 
the bush, and I may not 
have anywhere to reverse 
my vehicle. 

“I told the Fulani herds-
man, but he insisted we 

should keep going. We 
had just driven ahead a 
little, when up to 10 herds-
men came out of  the bush 
with guns and attacked us.

 “They grabbed me and 
my brother, and Energy 
ran away. They pursued 
him, and some were tak-
ing us into the bush.

“Later, my brother broke 
away and started running, 
so when they pursued 
him, I found I was alone, 
so I ran to my vehicle and 
escaped. We later came 
back and found that En-
ergy had been killed,” the 
man narrated. 

Meanwhile, the state po-
lice command confirmed 
that the incident happened 
in Aguleri, and that three 
Fulani men have been ar-
rested in connection with 
the killing. 

DSP Toochukwu Iken-
ga, spokesperson for 
Anambra State Police 
command told our corre-
spondent that investiga-
tion has commenced, and 
further information would 
be communicated to jour-
nalists. 

Villagers in rural parts 
of  Anambra have com-
menced a campaign how-
ever, warning Indigenes 
to desist from following 
Fulani herdsmen into the 
forest to buy cattle believ-
ing that it is cheaper.

Messages circulated on 
social media warned that 
it was dangerous to do 
so, as herdershave joined 
bandits in deceiving un-
suspecting people into 
the forest, where they are 
robbed and killed or even 
kidnapped.

Lady’s corpse found by roadside 
in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he lifeless body of  an 
unidentified young 
lady was over the week, 

found before Stanpol junc-
tion, along Aba road, Umua-
hia, Abia State capital. 

The victim, who was fair in 
complexion, was suspected 
to be in her early 20s and was 
dumped face down with her 
clothes scattered. On closer 
inspection, it was found out 
that her breasts were cut off, 
raising the fear that she may 
have been killed and dumped 
by ritualists.

 Passers-by who thronged 
the scene of  the crime, spec-
ulated that the female victim 
could be a student or a ‘runs 
girl’ who fell into the hands of  
Yahoo boys. 

It was not however, estab-
lished if  the victim was killed 
on the scene or whether she 
was murdered somewhere 
else at night and dumped on 
the crime scene by her killers. 

An elderly resident living at 
Afaraukwu area of  Umuahia 
who was among the crowd 
of  sympathisers, said he met 
the gory sight of  the lifeless 
lady as he was returning from 
Morning Mass.

The elderly resident, who 
simply gave his name as 
Eme, warned young girls to 
be sure of  those they go out 
with. “This girl is somebody’s 
daughter and her parents 
may not even know that their 
daughter has been killed in 
this manner. 

This is why our young girls 
should be careful of  the people 
they go out with.” “Despite 
everything thing Reverend Fa-
thers preach in the church, the 
hearts of  people are still being 
misled and their eyes are fixed 
in material things”, said Pa 
Eme. 

Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO) of  Abia State 
Command, Mr Geoffrey Og-
bonna could not be reached 
on phone for reaction on the 
matter.
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Foreign News

S
audi energy giant Ara-
mco says its profits have 
nearly doubled com-
pared with last year. The 

firm, which is nearly fully state-
owned, has seen both demand 
— and pump prices — soar.

Saudi Arabia’s national oil 
producer on Sunday announced 
that its profits had leapt by near-
ly 90% in the second quarter of  
the year.

The increase comes as fuel 
prices around the world spi-
ral amid instability caused by 
Russia’s war in Ukraine and 
a post-pandemic surge in de-
mand.

What were the figures?
Aramco reaped a half-year 

income of  $48.4 billion in prof-
its between April and June this 
year, compared with $25.5 bil-
lion last year.

The company enjoyed a sim-
ilar surge in profits for the first 
three months, with the latest 
figure representing a quarterly 
record since Aramco was par-
tially floated in 2019.

Aramco — the leading source 
of  income for the kingdom tem-
porarily surpassed Apple as the 
most valuable company in the 
world earlier this year. It is cur-
rently second in the list.

Half-year-earnings reached 
nearly $88 billion, a boon for 
Saudi Arabia and its de facto 
ruler Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman. Despite years 
of  efforts to diversify the econo-
my, the Saudi Arabia still relies 
heavily on oil and gas sales for 
revenue.

Aramco expects more de-
mand

Saudi oil firm Aramco profits skyrocket 
amid global instability

Aramco went partly public in 2019, but only 5% of its worth was �oated.

Aramco President Amin Nas-
ser said the results reflected 
“an increasing demand for our 
products,” and predicted that 
the trend would continue.

“While global market volatil-
ity and economic uncertainty 
remain, events during the first 
half  of  this year support our 
view that ongoing investment in 
our industry is essential — both 
to help ensure markets remain 
well supplied and to facilitate 
an orderly energy transition,” 

Zelensky accuses Russia of nuclear blackmail at power plant

U
krainian President 
Volodymyr Zelen-
sky is accusing Rus-
sia of  “blackmail” 

after recent shelling near Eu-
rope’s largest nuclear power 
plant.

“The occupiers are trying 
to intimidate people in an ex-
tremely cynical way, using the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant,” Zelensky said in an ad-
dress to Ukrainians on Satur-
day, saying Russia hides behind 
the plant to attack nearby cities. 

“They arrange constant prov-
ocations with shelling of  the 
territory of  the nuclear power 
plant and try to bring their ad-
ditional forces in this direction 
to blackmail our state and the 
entire free world even more.”

Russia captured the area 
where the Zaporizhzhia nucle-
ar power plant is located early 
in the war, and the two coun-

tries have blamed each other for 
recent strikes. 

Related video: U.N. Author-
ities Warn of  ‘Catastrophic 
Consequences’ for the World 
if  Shelling Around Ukrainian 
Nuclear Plant Continue (Veuer)

Zelensky has called the shell-
ing “Russian nuclear terror” 
and pushed the international 
community to place sanctions 
on Russia’s nuclear industry 
and fuel exports. 

The Ukrainian president’s 
message comes as Ukraine 
attempts to counter Russia’s 
continued attacks on the coun-
try. Russia reportedly struck 
Ukraine’s eastern headquarters 
in Kramatorsk overnight as 
Ukraine pushed back on Rus-
sian occupation in the south.

The recent attacks near 
Zaporizhzhia have heightened 
international concern over the 
risk of  a nuclear accident. The 

United Nations secretary-gen-
eral last week called the vio-
lence “suicidal.”

Russia’s occupation and at-
tack, Zelensky said Saturday, 

“increases the radiation threat 
to Europe so much that even at 
the peak moments of  the con-
frontation during the Cold War, 
this did not happen.”

said Nasser.
“In fact, we expect oil de-

mand to continue to grow for 
the rest of  the decade, despite 
downward economic pressures 
on short-term global forecasts.”

Nasser also said the firm had 
been able to recover quickly 
from a series of  attacks by Yem-
en’s Houthi rebels on its facili-
ties earlier this year.

Despite pressure from West-
ern leaders including US Pres-
ident Joe Biden, the OPEC 

group of  oil-producing coun-
tries has been raising produc-
tion only gradually.

The same has been true of  
non-OPEC producers, led by 
Russia.

Biden visited Saudi Arabia 
last month in a trip was that 
was seen as a climb-down after 
he previously promised to make 
the kingdom “pariah” over the 
killing of  Washington Post col-
umnist Jamal Khashoggi.

Saudi Arabia currently pro-
duces about 10 million barrels 
per day, with the crown prince 
last month saying that maxi-
mum production capacity was 
13 million barrels.

Its main customer for crude 
petroleum was China ($24.7 
billion in 2020) followed by Ja-
pan ($15.1 billion), South Ko-
rea ($12.8 billion), India ($11.8 
billion) and the United States 
($6.6 billion). 

Zelensky:  ‘Russia has no chance of winning this war’
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Ah o u s e b o y  h a s 
been arrested by 

the police in Mai'ari Arewa 
village, Pali District of  
A l k a l e r i  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area  o f  
Bauchi State for allegedly 
s t r a n g l i n g  h i s  b o s s ' 
d a u g h t e r  a f t e r  h e 
impregnated her.

Reports have it that 
the suspect, Munkaila Ado 
w a s  s a i d  t o  h a v e 
impregnated the 13-year-
o l d  g i r l  a n d  h av i n g 
connived with her mother, 
took her to Gombe State 
for an abortion.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer, Bauchi 
State Command, Ahmed 
Wakil, disclosed this in a 
statement made available 
to journalists in the state on 
Saturday evening.

It was also reported 
that after successfully 
aborting the four-month-
old pregnancy, the suspect 
and his friend strangulated 

h e  K o g i  S t a t e TPolice Command 
o n  S a t u r d a y 

arrested a man, Dauda 
Ibrahim, for allegedly 
killing his 15-year-old 
daughter.

Our correspondent 
gathered that Ibrahim, a 
worker with the Federal 
P o l y t e c h n i c ,  I d a h , 
conspired with some yet- 
to-be-identified kidnappers 
to abduct his daughter at 
the family house in Okenya 
along Itayi Street in the 
Igalamela/Odolu Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

However, Ibrahim was 
alleged to have killed the 
t e e n a g e r  a n d  l a t e r 
mutilated her corpse. It was 
gathered that the teenager's 
corpse was discovered a 
few days later with some 
vital parts missing.

Commenting on the 
issue when contacted on 
the phone, the state police 

spokesperson, William 
Ovye Aya, said that the 
arrested suspects had been 
transferred to the state 
Criminal Investigation and 
Intelligence Department 
for further investigation.

Aya said, “That was 
the report we received. We 
have arrested the man and 
t h e  c a s e  i s  b e i n g 
inves t i ga ted .  He  was 
arrested around the area 
command of  Idah by the 
area commander.  The 
commissioner of  police has 
given a directive that he 
should be transferred to the 
state CID and we have 
done that.

''The name of  the man 
is Dauda Ibrahim. He is an 
employee of  the Federal 
Polytechnic, Idah. We have 
arrested two persons and 
there were claims that the 
father conspired with some 
kidnappers to abduct his 
daughter so we're still 
investigating it.''

layers and officials of  Pgrassroots female 
football team have 

been reportedly abducted by 
gunmen in Uronigbe, a 
border community between 
Edo and Delta states in 
O r h i o n m w o n  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Edo 
state 

It was gathered that the 
six victims were kidnapped 
around 6pm on Friday while 
returning from a game at 
Owa-Alero in Ika North-
East Local Government 
Area of  Delta State. 

A  s o u r c e  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  s a i d  t h e 

kidnappers had contacted 
some families demanding a 
ransom of  N5m each for the 
victims. 

H e  s a i d :  “ T h e y 
(footballers) went to Owa-
Alero to play football match 
so, on their way back, they 
were kidnapped at Uronigbe 
area, the boundary between 
Delta and Edo State. 

“The victims include 
Mrs Precious Agbajor, one 
Abraham, Nancy, Beatrice, 
the driver and one other 
person. They are six in 
number  tha t  i s  in  the 
kidnapper's den. The matter 
has been reported to the 

Uronigbe police station. 
 “The kidnappers have 

contacted the family of  
Agbajor and asked them to 
pay N5 million for his wife.” 

When contacted, the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer in Delta state, DSP 
Bright Edafe, confirmed the 
kidnapping incident, adding 
that the incident happened 
in Edo State.

H i s  E d o  s t a t e 
c o u n t e r p a r t ,  C h i d i 
Nwabuzor, said from the 
record available at the State 
Command, there is no 
information about  the 
incident. 

“You know we transmit 
o u r  r e c o r d s  t o  Fo r c e 

Headquarters every day. 
There is no such record 
b e f o r e  u s .  F r o m  t h e 
command's record, no such 
i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d 
yesterday (Friday) so the 
police will not give an 
a c c o u n t  o f  a n y t h i n g 
unreported. 

“It is only when an 
incident is reported that the 
police can act on it. In most 
cases, citizens are not aware 
of  the powers to report 
incidents. So the record I 
have from the command is 
tha t  no  such  inc ident 
h a p p e n e d  y e s t e r d a y 
(Friday), today (Saturday), 
and even the day before 
yesterday (Thursday).' 

u n m e n  h a v e 

Gk i d n a p p e d  t h e 
Deputy Registrar of  

Spiritan University Nneochi, 
Fr Chinedu Nwadike. 

Nwadike,  a  Ca tho l i c 
priest, was kidnapped on 
Friday on Umunnochi-Ihube 
road by the Enugu-Okigwe 
road. 

The priest was abducted 
a longs ide  a  seminar ian , 
Emmanuel Nwafor. 

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
gathered on Sunday that their 
abductors had established 
contact with their relations and 
placed N50m ransom on them. 

Nwadike is a native of  
Eziama in the Nkwerre Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State. 

A family source said, “Rev. 
Fr. Dr. Chinedu Nwadike, 
(Cssp), from Umuezeanoruo 
Eziama, Nkwerre LGA, Imo 
State and a young Seminarian, 
Emmanue l  Nwafor  (P re 
Postulant), were on Friday, 
12th August, 2022 kidnapped 
on their way to Enugu State, 
Umunnoch i  a rea ,  a long 
Enugu-Okigwe Road. 

 “Both are members of  the 
Holy Ghost Congregation 
missionaries, living their lives 

of  sacrifice and selflessness in 
service to a better society.

“He is currently the deputy 
registrar of  SUN (Spiritan 
University Nneochi).” 

Another source said, “Fr 
C h i n e d u  N w a d i k e  w a s 
kidnapped Friday, August 12, 
2022, at Nneochi area, shortly 
after driving out of  the gate of  
h i s  u n ive r s i t y,  S p i r i t a n 
University Nneochi (SUN), on 
his way to Enugu. 

“This is the second attempt 
to kidnap him in very recent 
time. In the first attempt, they 
shot directly at him but he 

managed to escape, but this 
time they succeeded and are 
said to be demanding a ransom 
of  N50m. Curiously a military 
check point is located around 
the place.” 

The  p r i e s t ' s  younge r 
brother, Chikezie, said that 
their family was praying for the 
self  return of  his younger 
brother and the seminarian. 

The spokesperson for the 
police in Imo state, Micheal 
Abattam, had yet to respond to 
an inquiry concerning the 
incident. 

“Eventually, on their 
way to mai'ari village along 
Akko LGA Gombe State, 
the two aforementioned 
suspects strangulated the 
victim, and consequently, 
the victim fell unconscious 
and gave up the ghost.

“In the same vein, 
they burnt the body of  the 
victim beyond recognition 
and buried her in a shallow 
grave at a nearby bush in 
Akko LGA Gombe State.

“On the strength of  
t h a t  p r e l i m i n a r y 
i nv e s t i g a t i o n  w h i c h 
immediately commenced, 
the scene was visited by the 
D P O  A l k a l e r i  a n d 
evacuated the victim to the 
General Hospital Alkaleri, 
where she was certified 
dead by a medical Doctor.

“The two aforesaid 
suspects were arrested for 
violating the human rights 
and dignity of  the girl 
child.”

T h e  P o l i c e 
Spokesman further stated 
t h a t  i n  a n o t h e r 
development, a 59-year-
old man was arrested for 

the victim, burnt the body 
beyond recognition, and 
buried her in a shallow 
grave at a nearby bush in 
Akko LGA in Gombe 
State.

W a k i l ,  a 
Superintendent of  Police, 
said that the teenager's 
father who discovered that 
his daughter went missing 
a n d  s u s p e c t e d  h i s 
h o u s e b o y  a n d  h i s 
accomplice, reported the 
matter at the Alkaleri 
D i v i s i o n a l  P o l i c e 
Headquarters.

He said: “On 10th 
August 2022 at about 9.00 
am, one Alhaji Danladi 
Mohammed,  male  o f  
Mai'ari Arewa village Pali, 
lodged a formal complaint 
at the Divisional Police 
Headquarters Alkaleri 
that, on 4th August 2022 
his biological daughter, 
Safiya Alhaji Danladi (13) 
of  the same address, left 
home and was suspected 
missing.

“He said he strongly 

allegedly raping an 18-
month-old baby in Yelwan 
Kagadama area, a suburb 
of  the Bauchi metropolis.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
minor's mother reported 
the incident at the Yelwa 
D i v i s i o n a l  P o l i c e 
Headquarters after she met 
the suspect and her baby on 
her bed with blood coming 
out from her (daughter's) 
private part.

“On 9th August, 2022 
at about 7.00pm, one 
Nenkat Danladi, female, 
(31) of  Yelwan Kagadama 
lodged a complaint in 
Yelwa police station that 
on 6th August, 2022 at 
about 11.30am, she met 
one Alhamdu Yusuf, male, 
(59) of  same address on her 
bed with her daughter one 
Blessing (not real name) 
(1½) of  the same address.

“A f t e r  a b o u t  3 0 
minutes,  the nominal 
complainant discovered 
that the private part of  her 
daughter is oozing blood, 
on the receipt  of  the 
complaint, a team DCB 
personnel led by DPO 

suspected his houseboy, 
one Munkaila Ado (27), 
and one Muazu Umaru 
(35) all of  the same address 
to be the principal suspects 
on the whereabouts of  his 
missing daughter.

“On interrogation, the 
suspect confessed that the 
m i s s i n g  g i r l  wa s  h i s 
girlfriend who was four-
month pregnant to the 
knowledge of  her mother 
but unknown to the father 
A l h a j i  D a n l a d i 
Mohammed.

“He further revealed 
that he conspired with the 
mother of  the missing girl 
a n d  h i s  a c c o m p l i c e, 
Muazu Umar, and took the 
v i c t i m  t o  G o m b e  t o 
procure an abortion.

“On reaching Gombe, 
the victim was led to the 
house  o f  one  Ha j iya 
Amina Abubakar, female, 
(50), in Jekada Fari, behind 
specialist hospital Gombe 
where the victim was 
administered with some 
s u b s t a n c e s  t o  c a u s e 
miscarriage.

yelwa rushed the victim to 
the ATBU (Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa University) 
Teaching Hospital Bauchi 
for medical examination.

“The suspect  was 
a r r e s t e d  a n d  a n 
investigation commence in 
earnest,” he added.

Wakil said that “the 
task has not been an easy 
one, but in line with our 
constitutional mandate, we 
shall remain fierce, tireless 
a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  i n 
commit t ing  ourse lves 
toward the safety and 
secur i ty  o f  l ives  and 
property.”

He assured the general 
public of  the Command's 
readiness to continue 
updating them as the 
invest igation unfolds, 
point ing out  that  the 
Commissioner of  Police 
Bauchi State, Umar Sanda, 
directed that the case be 
transferred to the State 
Criminal Investigation 
Department for discreet 
investigation.
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he total debt owed Tto the World Bank 
Group by Nigeria 

rose by $660m in the first 
six months of  2022, the 
Punch has learnt. 

This is according to data 
f rom both  the  Debt  
Management Office and 
the financial statements of  
the World Bank. 

According to data from 
the DMO, Nigeria debt to 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t 
r e c o r d e d  a 

N1.62tn fiscal deficit in 
the first quarter of  2022. 

The Central Bank of  
Nigeria disclosed this in 
its first quarter report for 
2022. 

Accord ing  to  the 
r e p o r t ,  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
G ove r n m e n t ' s  f i s c a l 
deficit fell from N1.84tn 
in the fourth quarter of  
2021 from N2.49tn in the 
first quarter of  2021. 

“At  N1.62 tn ,  the 
provisional fiscal deficit 
of  the FGN was 11.8 per 
cent below the level in the 
preceding quarter, but 
overshot the quarterly 
target of  N1.59tn by 1.3 
per cent,” the report said. 

It added that receipts 
i n t o  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n 
account declined by 2.5 
per cent and 45.0 per cent 
respectively, relative to the 
preceding quarter and 
target, following a sharp 
decline in oil revenue 
sources. 

G r o s s  f e d e r a t i o n 
receipts in the first quarter 
of  2022 amounted to 
N2.53tn. This compares 
with N2.59tn in 2021 
fourth quarter and the 
benchmark of  N4.59tn. 

N o n - o i l  r e v e n u e 
accounted for 68.4 per 
c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l 
col lec t ion,  whi le  o i l 
revenue contributed 31.6 
per cent.

The observed drop in 
federation receipts was 
triggered by the decline in 
all components of  oil 
revenue (crude oil and gas 
exports, petroleum profit 
t a x  a n d  r o y a l t i e s , 
domestic crude oil and 

gas sales, among others). 
At N799.10bn, oil 

receipts amounted to 28.3 
per cent below earnings in 
the last quarter and 66.4 
per cent under projected 
ear n ings,  the  re por t 
further said. 

In contrast, non-oil 
receipts, which stood at 
N1.73tn, outperformed 
c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e 
preceding quarter, but was 
22.1 per cent below target. 

T h e  u p t i c k  i n 
ear nings,  re la t ive  to 
2021Q4, was attributed, 
largely, to a significant 
increase in collections 
from Value-Added Tax 
and Federal Government 
independent revenue. 

Improvement in these 
revenue  components 
u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e 
intensification of  non-oil 
revenue drive through 
broadening the tax net 
and plugging of  revenue 
leakages, particularly in 
G ove r n m e n t - O w n e d 
Enterprises, it added. 

The report said a net 
balance of  N1.86tn was 
retained in the federation 
account for distribution to 
t h e  t h r e e  t i e r s  o f  
government after taking 
account of  s tatutor y 
deductions, transfers and 
additional inflows from 
Exchange Gain and Non-
oil Excess revenue. 

Of  this amount, the 
federal, state and local 
governments received 
N720.22bn, N590.44bn 
a n d  N 4 3 6 . 3 7 b n , 
respectively, while the 
balance of  N118.01bn 
was allocated to the 13.0 
per cent derivation fund 
for distribution among 
oil-producing states.

the Washington-based 
bank was $12.38 as of  
December 31, 2021. 

The financial statements 
of  the World Bank for fiscal 
year 2022 show that 
Nigeria owes the lending 
institution $13.04bn as of  
June 30, 2022. 

The International Bank 
for Reconstruction and 
Development and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Development Association, 
which make up the World 
Bank, have, over the years, 
advanced loans to Nigeria. 

The IBRD lends to 
governments of  middle-
income and creditworthy 
low-income countries 
while the IDA provides 
concessionary loans – 
called credits – and grants 
to governments of  the 
poorest countries. 

Nigeria's debt to the IDA 
a n d  I B R D  s t o o d  a t  

elecommunication Tsubscribers, under 
the aegis of  the 

National Association of  
Telecoms Subscribers, have 
vowed  to challenge the 
legitimacy of  the proposed 
five per cent excise duty on 
telecoms services in court.

According to them, the 
excise duty on telecom 
services, which would 
translate to an extra five per 
cent consumption tax on 
calls, SMS, data, and other 
telecom services,  was 
insensitive and would 
f u r t h e r  i m p o v e r i s h 
c o n s u m e r s  w h o s e 
purchasing power had been 
weakened in recent times.

The President of  the 
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  A d e o l u 
Ogunbanjo, disclosed this 
to our correspondent while 
commenting on the recent 
allegation by the Ministry 
of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning that the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  
Communicat ions  and 
Digital Economy was well 
aware of  the inclusion of  
the five per cent excise duty 
on telecoms services.

Speaking at the maiden 
edition of  the Nigerian 
Te l e c o m mu n i c a t i o n s 
Indigenous Content Expo, 
Isa Pantami had said, “The 

M i n i s t r y  o f  
Communicat ions  and 
Digital Economy is not 
satisfied with any effort to 
introduce excise duty on 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
services.

 “Firstly, I have not been 
consulted officially and 
part of  the rulemaking is to 
invite stakeholders to make 
contributions, I was not 
c o n s u l t e d  o f f i c i a l l y. 
Secondly, if  we have been 
contacted, we would have 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e 
submission.”

R e p l y i n g  t o  t h e 
allegation, the Ministry of  
F inance,  Budge t  and 
National Planning, said, 
“Against the comments by 
M i n i s t e r  o f  
Communicat ions  and 
Digi ta l  Economy,  Isa 
Pantami, concerning the 
five per cent excise duty 
hike on telecoms services, 
it is worth noting that there 
was a circular stating the 
planned hike which was 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e 
communication minister 
a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t 
ministries and agencies of  
government.”

Commenting on this, 
Ogunbanjo said, “The 
Minister of  Finance is 
insisting on implementing 

the excise tax, this shows 
insensitivity particularly 
when the  subs tant ive 

he Nigerian National TPetroleum Company 
L i m i t e d  a n d 

international oil companies 
operating in Nigeria, on 
Fr i d ay,  s i g n e d  va r i o u s 
agreements that would ensure 
the production of  about 10 
billion barrels of  crude oil and 
generate over $500bn revenue 
to all parties involved. 

NNPC officials and their 
counterparts from the IOCs 
including Shell, Chevron, 
Texaco, Sinopec, Sapetro, 
E s s o  E x p l o r a t i o n  a n d 
Production Nigeria Limited, 
among others, renewed their 
agreements in five Oil Mining 
Leases, OMLs, that included 
OMLs 128, 130,132, 133, and 
138. 

The agreements renewed 
by the parties were Production 
Sharing Contracts as well as 
D i s p u t e  R e s o l u t i o n 
Agreements, among others, at 
a signing ceremony held at the 
A b u j a  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  
NNPC. 

Speaking at the event, the 
Group General Manager, 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Investment Management 
Services, Bala Wunti, said, 

“Cumulatively we hope to 
produce and monetise over 10 
billion barrels of  oil with these 
signatures that we had today. 

“And this by no means 
will give significant revenue 
for all the parties. We expect 
over $500bn of  revenue for all 
the stakeholders.” 

Earlier, the Group Chief  
Executive Officer, NNPC, 
Mele Kyari, had explained 
that the Petroleum Industry 
Act 2021 gave NNPC the legal 
backing to renegotiate all its 
existing PSCs in conformance 
to the provisions of  the new 
Act within a one-year period.

The PIA became law on 
August 16, 2021 after it was 
signed into law the same day 
by the President,  Major 
G e n e r a l ,  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari (retd.). 

The  PIA in  Sec t ion 
311(2) stipulates that new PSC 
agreements under new heads 
of  terms wil l  be  s igned 
b e t we e n  N N P C  L t d  a s 
c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  a n d  i t s 
contracting parties within one 
year of  signing the PIA into 
law, giving a deadline of  
August 15, 2022. 

minister of  the affected 
sector is pushing back.

$12.55bn and $486m 
respectively as of  June 30, 
2 0 2 2 ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  
$11.97bn and $410.60m in 
December 32, 2021.

According to a recent 
Punch report, rising debt 
has pushed Nigeria up the 
World Bank's top 10 IDA 
borrowers' list. 

The World Bank Fiscal 
Year 2021 audited financial 
statements for IDA showed 
that Nigeria was 

However, the newly 

released World Bank Fiscal 
Year 2022 audited financial 
statements for IDA showed 
that Nigeria has moved to 
the fourth position on the 
list, with $13bn IDA debt 
stock as of  June 30, 2022. 

This shows that Nigeria 
accumulated about $1.3bn 
IDA debt within a fiscal 
year, with the country 
taking over the fourth top 
debtor posit ion from 
Vietnam. 

This debt is different 

from the outstanding loan 
of  $486m from World 
Bank's International Bank 
for Reconstruction and 
Development. 

The top five countries on 
the list slightly reduced 
their IDA debt stock except 
Nigeria. 

Nigeria has the highest 
IDA debt in Africa, as the 
top three IDA borrowers 
(India, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan) are from Asia.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Nigeria's debt to World Bank rises by $660m 

FG records N1.62tn
fiscal deficit in
three months 

5% tax: Telecoms consumers head for court 

NNPC, IOCs sign to
generate $500bn revenue 
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kweremadu: Ohanaeze ENdigbo disagrees with 
Malami, reminds him of  

s e v e r a l  c a s e s  o f  F G ’ s 
interventionThe Ohanaeze 
N d i g b o  Wo r l d w i d e  h a s 
disagreed with the statement 
credited to the Attorney General 
of  the Federation and Minister 
of  Justice, Abubakar Malami, 
that “the Federal Government of  
Nigeria will not interfere with 
any local or international legal 
battle involving the former 
Deputy Senate President, Sen. 
Ike  Ekweremadu,  who  i s 
currently facing trial for alleged 
organ harvest in the United 
Kingdom”.Malami disclosed 
this to journalists on Thursday at 
the 46th Session of  the State 
House Briefing organised by the 
Presidential Communications 
Team at the Presidential Villa, 
Abuja.   The AGF fur ther 
claimed that “it has never been 
the tradition of  the Nigerian 
government to interfere in 
anything judicial, local or 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ” . O h a n a e z e 
informs that cultural relativism 
is a vital factor in International 
relations. It connotes that the 
norms and values of  one culture 
should not be evaluated using the 
norms and values of  another. In 
fact, it is the mosaic of  cultures 
and the liberty for groups or 
nations to exercise their cultural 
rights that form the basics of  
international relations. To this 
end, sovereigns usually interfere 
to save their citizens in foreign 

countries.In the case involving 
Ekweremadu, it should be 
recalled that the former Deputy 
President of  the Senate had 
w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  U K  H i g h 
Commission to support a visa 
application of  a “donor” listed 
as David Ukpo Nwamini. In the 
letter, Ekweremadu made a full 
disclosure that Mr. Ukpo was 
u n d e r g o i n g  “ m e d i c a l 
investigations for a kidney 
donation to his daughter”. The 
full name of  the UK hospital was 
also stated and nothing shady. 
The Ekweremadu letter to the 
B r i t i s h  E m b a s s y  w a s 
unequivocal. He indicated the 
purpose of  his travel and also 
requested the Embassy to grant 
visa to Mr Ukpo for a stated 
p u r p o s e .  W e  v i e w 
Ekweremadu’s full disclosure as 
a  p r o o f  o f  n o n - c r i m i n a l 
intent.We are persuaded to join 
Sadiq Obanoyen and several 
others to ask if  it was not 
u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  o r  e v e n 
conspiracy on the part of  the 
British government to issue a 
v i s a  t o  D av i d  N w a m i n i 
following full disclosure by the 
Senator that Nwamini was 
travelling to the UK for organ 
donation, but only to do 360 
degrees and charge the Senator 
and his wife for facilitating an 
illegality? In other words, would 
it not have been fair and just to 
refuse visa to Nwamini in the 
first place, citing the UK modern 
slavery legislation, especially as 
the UK is never known to be so 
g e n e r o u s  w i t h  v i s a  t o 

Nigerians?Attention is drawn 
that Ekweremadu’s letter and 
intentions were predicated on 
the  pr inciples  of  cul tura l 
relativism which emphasises 
that a “person’s beliefs and 
conducts should be understood 
based on that person’s own 
culture”.For instance, every 
dispassionate Nigerian knows 
that the practice of  organ harvest 
has over the years become a 
Nigerian provenance and of  
course it is not viewed as 
unlawful so long as there is a 
mutual agreement between the 
parties involved.It is in the 
context of  cultural relativism 
and the premium placed on their 
citizens’ welfare and national 
pride, that countries deploy their 
d i p l o m a t i c  w e i g h t s  a n d 
resources to ensure their citizens 
obtain justice and even reprieve 
in a foreign land, no matter the 
gravity of  the offence.A few 
examples may suffice:a) The 
British Government intervened 
in favour of  an ex-British 
serviceman, Captain Simon 
Mann, and the son of  the late 
Prime Minister of  Britain, Sir 
Mark Thatcher, who both faced 
charges in Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, and Equatorial Guinea 
over a planned 2004 coup in the 
Central African country.b) 
Samantha Orobator, a British 
citizen was arrested in Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic in 
2008 over drug trafficking and 
the case was subsequently 
transferred to the UK.c)  In the 
highly celebrated case involving 

a US citizen, Brittney Griner, the 
Women National Basket Ball 
(WNBA) star that was standing 
drug-related trial in Moscow. 
The U.S Secretary of  State, 
Anthony Blinken revealed that 
the U.S had offered a deal to 
Russia aimed at transferring the 
case to the US. Also included is 
Paul Whelan who is serving 16-
year prison term in Russia for 
spying.d) Back home, in late 
2018 and 2019, Nigeria brought 
her full diplomatic weight to bear 
in securing the release of  Ms. 
Zainab Aliyu Kila, a Nigerian 
lady, after 124 days in Saudi 
Arabia prison over alleged drug 
trafficking. A statement by the 
then Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on Diaspora 
Affairs at the time, Abike Dabiri-
Erewa, explicitly stated that the 
President had directed the AGF, 
M a l a m i ,  a n d  o t h e r  k e y 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o 
intervene.Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
believes that Ekweremadu’s case 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d i f f e r e n t , 
especially when Nigeria enjoys 
longstanding cordial relations 
with the UK, and al l  the 
individuals involved in the UK 
c a s e  a r e  N i g e r i a n 
nationals.There is nothing 
beyond diplomatic redemption 
once the political will is there.It 
is rather curious that the AGF is 
making reference to Nigeria 
“Child Rights Act” more than a 
month after the UK Court ruled 
that the “donor” is not a child. 
One would expect Nigeria to feel 
scandal ised by the ini t ia l 
c o n t e m p t  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h 

authorities in discountenancing 
an official document of  Nigeria 
on the “donor’s” age in the first 
place and feel disrespected by the 
continued refusal to grant 
Ekweremadu bail for a clearly 
bailable offence. We reckon that 
Nigeria could never meet the 
same treatment to a British 
p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  o f  
E k w e r e m a d u ’ s 
pedigree.Ohanaeze believes that 
Ike Ekweremadu has served 
Nigeria meritoriously in various 
capacities while in the Senate as 
the Deputy President of  the 
Senate; the Speaker of  the 
Economic Community of  West 
Afr ica States  (ECOWAS), 
a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  a n d  w a s 
decorated with the service 
honour of  the Commander of  
the Federal Republic-CFR.The 
Niger ian gover nment  and 
indeed all Nigerians should 
know that a measured indignity 
t o  I k e  E k w e r e m a d u ,  a n 
illustrious Igbo and a serving 
senator of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria is a sad denouement 
to Nigeria and indeed the entire 
Africa.We urge the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria led by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and Mr. Geffrey Onyeama, the 
Minister of  Foreign Affairs; 
Nigeria High Commission in the 
UK, the Senate and House of  
Representatives of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria to burnish 
their diplomatic channels in 
ensuring that Ekweremadu and 
t h e  w i f e  g e t  t h e  d e s i r e d 
assistance by transferring the 
case to Nigeria.

Ekweremadu: Ohanaeze Ndigbo disagrees with
Malami, reminds him of several cases of FG's intervention

EkweremaduMalami

By Anthony Ogbekile
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igerian str iker 

NS a d i q  U m a r ' s 
involvement in 

the season opener has been 
confirmed despite a host of  
European clubs vying for 
his signature, 

Almeria manager Joan 
Francesc Ferrer Sicilia 
'Rubi '  has  conf i rmed 
Sadiq's availability for 
their  La Liga opener 
against Real Madrid on 
Sunday (today). 

On Tuesday, Almeria 
CEO Mohamed El Assy 
confirmed a sale was close 
at hand for the player. 

However, speaking 
ahead of  their fixture 
against Los Blancos at 
Estadio Mediterraneo, 
Rubi explained Sadiq 
would only miss the game 
if  he was injured. 

“That's not going to 
happen for sure. Sadiq will 
be in the eleven on Sunday 
unless he stumbles today 
(Saturday) and falls. That's 
all been said,” Rubi told 
reporters as quoted by 
Estadio Deportivo. 

On confirming the 
interest for Sadiq in the 
previous interview, El 
Assy had said, “Right now 
there are three teams that 
a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  h i s 
signature, but he will be 
sold, if  he is sold, at the 
price that we understand. 

“They are two teams 
from Spain and one from 
abroad, but I cannot say 
who are the three teams 
that are competing to sign 

Sadiq.”
Sadiq, who has scored 

41 goals in two seasons for 
Almeria, did not travel for 
the team's last pre-season 
friendly against Al-Hilal in 
Burton. 

L a s t  s e a s o n ,  h e 
managed 36 appearances 
for Almeria in the Segunda 
Division and scored 18 
goals while in the previous 
season, he found the back 
of  the net 20 times. 

H i s  g o a l s  h e l p e d 
Almeria return to the top-
flight for the first time since 
2015. 

It could be a tricky 
return to La Liga for 
Almeria when they host 
reigning champions Real 
Madrid at the Estadio de 
los Juegos Mediterraneos 
on La Liga's matchday 
one. 

L a  U n i o n  w e r e 

Segunda Division winners 
last season, but nothing 
they faced in the second-
tier can compare with 
trading tackles with the 
European champions. 

Keeping hold of  Sadiq 
for this crucial opener is a 
master move for Almeria, 
but even the prolific 25-
year-old may be unable to 
help outscore the star-
studded visitors. 

D av i d  A l a b a  a n d 
Karim Benzema were on 
target against Eintracht 
Frankfurt as Real Madrid 
secured the Super Cup in 
midweek and should Carlo 
Ancelotti's men carry that 
momentum into this clash, 
it could be an afternoon to 
forget for Almeria fans.

R E M I E R PLEAGUE 

Alex Iwobi – Everton 
I t  w a s  a n 

underwhelming display 
f rom Iwobi  as  Frank 
Lampard continued his 
experiment of  utilising the 
Nigeria international, who 
played in the deep-lying 
playmaker role at the 
centre of  the pitch as the 
Toffees suffered a 2-1 
defeat to Aston Villa. 

Iwobi and Abdoulaye 
Doucoure were unable to 
t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e 
midfield for the first 20 
m i n u t e s  a s  V i l l a ' s 
midf ie lders  ran r ings 
round them. 

The Nigerian was, 
however, influential in 
stopping a probing attack 
from Villa while he also 
tried to start the Toffees 

attack.
The 26-year-old almost 

got  the  a l l - impor tant 
equaliser for Everton in the 
90th minute but a crucial 
intervention from Tyrone 
M i n g s  d e n i e d  t h e 
midfielder a chance to grab 
a point for the away side. 

 J o e  A r i b o  – 
Southampton 

The Eagles midfielder 
came off  the bench to open 
his  goals  account for 
Southampton. 

The former Glasgow 
Rangers star had only been 
on the pitch for 11 minutes 
before scoring the goal that 
h e l p e d  t h e  S a i n t s 
comeback from two goals 
down. 

Rodrigo had handed 
Leeds the advantage with 
two goals in 15 second-
half  minutes as the visitors 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d 
manager Erik 

ten Hag said he had the 
“main responsibility” for 
a humiliating 4-0 loss 
away to Brentford on 
Saturday. 

The defeat left the 
one-time kings of  English 
football bottom of  the 
Premier League. 

Brentford, who only 
ended a 74-year absence 
from English football's 
top flight with promotion 
to the Premier League in 
August 2021, scored four 
goals inside the opening 
35  minutes  to  spark 
joyous scenes at their west 
London ground. 

United fell behind in 
woeful fashion when 
goalkeeper David de Gea 
somehow l e t  a  Josh 
Dasilva shot slip through 
his grasp before Mathias 
Jensen s tr uck as  the 
visitors failed to play out 
from the back. 

B e n  M e e  t h e n 
exposed United's frailty 
from set-pieces for his first 
Brentford goal and Bryan 
Mbuemo rounded off  a 
stunning counter-attack 
10 minutes before half-
time. 

Former Ajax manager 
Ten Hag had seen his 
United reign begin with 
Brighton recording their 
m a i d e n  w i n  a t  O l d 
Trafford last week, but 
this defeat plunged the 

Red Devils to the bottom 
of  the table for the first 
time in 30 years. 

–  ' O p e n - h e a r t 
surgery' –

“You have to take 
responsibility on the pitch 
a s  a  t e a m  a n d  a s 
individuals, that's what 
we didn't do,” Ten Hag 
told Sky Sports. 

“What I asked them 
to do is play with belief  
and take responsibility for 
the performance. We have 
to work on that.” 

H e  a d d e d :  “ T h e 
manager is responsible as 
well. He has the main 
responsibility and I'll take 
that and work on that.” 

I n  a  s e p a r a t e 
interview with the BBC, 
the United manager said 
his team had to be “ready 
for the battle”. 

U n i t e d  we r e  l a s t 
crowned champions of  
England in the 2012/13 
season in manager Alex 
Ferguson's final campaign 
before retirement. 

But while Ten Hag 
was keen to bolster his 
squad, he was adamant 
the team he sent out at 
Brentford were far better 
than this result indicated. 

“It is clear we need 
players but I don't want to 
think about that at this 
moment,” he said.

l o o k e d  o n  c o u r s e  t o 
maintain their winning 
start to the season but the 
Nigerian scored his first 
Premier League goal in the 
72nd minute before Kyle 
Walker-Peters scored the 
equaliser in the 81st-
minute. 

Iheanacho, Ndidi – 
Leicester City 

F o r w a r d  K e l e c h i 
Iheanacho came off  the 
bench to assist a goal for 
Leicester City in their 4-2 
loss to Arsenal at the 
Emirates on Saturday.

Chukwueze almost got 
on the score sheet himself  
but was denied by a last 
ditch tackle from the 
Valladolid defence. 

LIGUE 1 
Moses Simon– Nantes 
S i m o n  s c o r e d  t h e 

opener for Nantes in the 
27th minute but his effort 

was not enough as last 
s eason ' s  French  Cup 
winners had to settle for a 
1-1 draw against Lille. 

Despite an impressive 
display, Simon was unable 
to guide his side to victory 
in their opening fixture 
against Angers last week 
and a 76th minute goal 
from Ismaily denied them 
a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  o f  
recording a victory. 

SERIE A 
Ademola Lookman – 

Atalanta
Debutant Lookman hit 

the ground running on his 
Serie A debut as he scored 
a 95th minute goal to help 
Atalanta seal a 2-0 win 
over Sampdoria. 

L o o k m a n ,  w h o 
recently joined Atalanta in 
a €15m deal from RB 
Leipzig, was a 63rd minute 

s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  L u c a s 
Muriel. 

His goal, however, 
didn't come until after 
more than half  an hour 
later to put the icing on 
Atalanta's win. 

T h e  2 4 - y e a r - o l d 
finished off  a fine counter 
attack move by the visitors, 
coolly tapping in, after 
sending a  Sampdoria 

defender to the cleaners. 
BUNDESLIGA 
Kevin Akpoguma – 

Hoffenheim 
The German-Nigerian 

defender was in action for 
H o f f e n h e i m  a s  t h e y 
recorded their first win of  
the season against Bochum 
at the PreZero Arena on 
Saturday.

Lookman scores on Atalanta debut 

Rubi confirms Sadiq available for
Madrid clash 

Blame me, Man United coach says
after loss 

Lookman

Sadiq

Ten Hag
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Oleksandr Usyk when the 
two meet in their upcoming 
title rematch in a few days. 

T h e  t w o - t i m e 

oxing legend Mike BTyson does not 
b e l i e v e  t h a t 

Anthony Joshua can defeat 

uper Eagles forward 

ST a i w o  A w o n i y i 
netted the only goal 

of  the match as Declan 
Rice saw a second-half  
p e n a l t y  s a v e d  a t 
Nottingham Forest as West 
Ham slumped to a second 
successive defeat to begin 
the new Premier League 
season.

Awoniyi, one of  Steve 
C o o p e r ' s  1 4  s u m m e r 
signings, bundled home on 
the stroke of  half-time after 
a scuffed Jesse Lingard shot 
was inadvertently deflected 
in to  h i s  pa th  by  Ben 
Johnson.

The goal ensured that 
the newly-promoted Forest 
were left to celebrate their 
first top-flight victory since 
May 1999.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , 
Hammers captain' Rice 
could not equalise from the 
spot as his tame kick was 
easily repelled by England 
colleague Dean Henderson 
after Scott McKenna had 
blocked Tomas Soucek's 
goal-bound strike with his 

arm in a fast and furious 
affair at a raucous City 
Ground on Sunday.

Said Benrahma had a 

goal ruled out for a barge by 

Michail Antonio in the first 

half, while the Algerian 

and Pablo Fornals also 

struck the woodwork on a 

day of  huge frustration for 

David Moyes' side – beaten 

by reigning champions 

M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  o n 

opening weekend – in the 

searing East Midlands 

sunshine

heavyweight champion is 
set to face the Ukrainian for 
a second time live on 
talkSPORT next Saturday 
as he attempts to win back 
the WBA, IBF and WBO 
heavyweight world titles 
that he lost to him last year 
September. 

And many experts and 
fans believe the rematch 
will be a very difficult battle 
for Joshua. 

Usyk won the first fight 
impressively across all 
rounds, but Joshua has 
changed his entire training 
team to try and reverse the 
result. 

“It's gonna be hard to 
beat him,” Tyson said on 
Instagram live. 

The former boxing 
legend adviced Joshua to 
deal with Usyk's jab and 
also keep the pressure on if  
he hopes to come away 
with a favourable result. 

“It's gonna be hard to 
beat Usyk because he's fast 
and he outpunched Joshua 
with his jab. Joshua has to 
learn to deal with his jab.

“He ' s  too  fa s t  fo r 
Joshua. Joshua has to put a 
lot of  pressure on him and 
keep it on him all night. 

“ H e ' s  a  p o w e r f u l 
puncher, but he's not as 
accurate – you've gotta be 
accurate against a guy like 
that. 

aLiga duo, Getafe Land Real Valladolid 
are in the hunt for 

N i g e r i a  m i d f i e l d e r , 
Oghenekaro Peter Etebo.

The 26-year-old is 
keen to leave Sky Bet 
Championship club, Stoke 
City, and was not included 
in the Potters squad for the 
2022/23 campaign.

E t e b o  s p e n t  l a s t 

season on loan at Watford 
but a long-term injury 
hindered his chances of  
securing a permanent deal.

According to Spanish 
p u b l i c a t i o n  S P O RT, 
Getafe and Real Valladolid 
are in talks with Stoke City 
for the player.

The newspaper also 
reported that there are 
other Spanish clubs that 

a re  in te res ted  in  the 
combative midfielder.

Etebo spent time on 
loan at Getafe during the 
second half  of  the 2019/20 
season.

T h e  f o r m e r  C D 
Feirense star might favour 
a return to the club.

H e  h a s  a  y e a r 
remaining on his contract 
with Stoke City.

ot tenham boss TAntonio Conte 
and his Chelsea 

counter par t ,  Thomas 
Tuchel both received red 
cards  moments  a f ter 
Tottenham snatched a 2-2 
draw at Stamford Bridge.

When both managers 
went to shake hands at the 
end of  the match, they 
went head-to-head after 
Tuchel did not let go of  
the Italian's hand.

T h i s  s p a r k e d  a n 
almighty melee on the 
pitch and referee Anthony 
Taylor dismissed both 

alph Hassenhuttl Rintroduced the 
former Rangers 

man Joe Aribo from the 
bench and it proved to be 
a big call as he helped lift 
the Saints' morale before 
the i r  comeback  was 
completed.

A r i b o  s c o r e d 
Southampton's first goal 
in the 72nd minute after 
l a t c h i n g  o n  t o  a n 
Armstrong's cross, cooly 
beat his marker and took 
a shot with his right foot.

Kyle Walker-Peters 
81st minute equaliser 
helped Southampton 
complete their comeback 
in the game.

The Super Eagles star 
said he is surprised his 
first Premier League goal 
came off  his right foot, 
and is buzzing that his 
contribution had a good 
impact on the game.

“I'm buzzing I was 
able to leave my impact 
on the game,” Aribo told 
BBC Solent Sport.

In the first edition of  
CarBall With Babajide 
Guerrero, the presenter 
went  on a r ide with 
f o r e m o s t  N i g e r i a n 

comedian and actor Ayo 
Makun, popularly known 
as AY. The longtime 
Arsenal fan revealed why 
he chose to support the 
Gunners.

”I'm happy I was able 
to help the team fight 
back.

“I think the fans 
stayed behind us even 
when it got to 2-0.”

Aribo is dominantly 
a left footer but got his 
first Premier League goal 
in his second game with 
his left foot and said he 
didn't see that coming.

”Surprised I got my 
first Premier League goal 
with my right foot.”

The former Charlton 
Athletic star also had an 
opportunity to score ten 
seconds after coming on 
but  he  mist imed his 
decision.

”I thought I should 
have  ches t ed  i t  and 
volleyed it but I keep 
learning.

( S o u t h a m p t o n ' s 
comeback) just shows 
what we are capable of. It 
shows the spirit, hunger in 
the group.“

Monday 15 - Tuesday 16 August, 2022 

Awoniyi

Awoniyi nets as Forest
pip West Ham in  clash

I'm happy I was able to
help Southampton fight
back, says Aribo

Aribo

Usyk too fast for Joshua – Tyson 

Transfer: Spanish clubs Getafe, Real
Valladolid battle for Etebo

Etebo

Tuchel, Conte get red cards after
Chelsea's 2-2 draw with Tottenham

managers.
The pair almost came 

to blows on the touchline 
a f t e r  P i e r r e - E m i l e 
Hojbjerg made it 1-1 with 
Tuchel appearing to take 
issue with the way Conte 
celebrated the goal.

It looked as though 
Chelsea were going to 
have the last laugh with 
Reece James slotting them 
back in front, Tuchel 
running past Conte, and 
towards the end of  the 
Matthew Harding stand to 
celebrate near his players.

H o w e v e r ,  S p u r s 

salvaged a draw when Harry 
Kane headed a corner from 
the right into the net in the 
final minute of  stoppage-
time.

Earlier, Chelsea took the 
l e a d  t h r o u g h  K a l i d o u 
Koulibaly's stunning volley 
before Hojbjerg equalised 
midway through the second 
half.

anchester United Mare edging closer 
to  secur ing  a 

move for Adrien Rabiot.
The Red Devils have 

agreed a fee of  around £15m 
for the Juventus midfielder, 
with personal terms the next 
stage of  discussions.

Jour nal i s t  Fabr iz io 
Romano said: “Manchester 
United want to push for 
Adrien Rabiot as a new 
round of  talks will take place 
soon with his mother and 
agent Veronique.

“All parties involved are 
now really confident to get 
the deal done.

“Juventus are waiting as 
€17/18m deal has been 
already agreed,” he said.

S i m i l a r ly,  t h e  Re d 
Devils have held talks with 
Atletico Madrid over a move 
for Alvaro Morata.

United are trying to 
boost their attacking options 
this summer.

The Athletic report that 
talks have already taken 
place and he could be 
available for around £30m.

 Manchester
United agree
deal to sign
 Morata

Morata
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The fresh news people

emocratic politics is by Dfar the most brutal 
c o m p e t i t i ve  s p o r t 

invented. Unlike other sports 
where the combination of  
individual skill, perspiration, 
inspiration, and experience or 
team ethic can be dispositive, 
outcomes in politics can hinge on 
externalities unrelated to these 
such as the security services, 
voters, the media, electoral 
management bodies or all of  the 
above.

To  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e s e 
u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  p o l i t i c a l 
competitors are always hard at 
work to enlist every available aid 
possible. In Europe and the 
Americas, Algorithms now play 
a huge role in the design and 
deployment of  micro-targeting 
solutions that seek to uniquely 
p e r s o n a l i z e  t h e  e l e c t o r a l 
experience in much the same way 
that retailers do for the average 
consumer.

Around Africa, the belief  is 
widely touted that “power comes 
from God” and “He bestows it 
on whom He chooses.” This has, 
however, never precluded the 
men who seek power from 
rigging elections, ballot-stuffing, 
bribing electoral umpires or 
buying judges who determine 
election disputes. Presumably, all 
these count as instruments in 
God's arsenal. They are by no 
means the only ones.

I n  h i s  2 0 1 5  s t u d y  o n 
Democracy in Africa, Oxford 
University's Nic Cheeseman, 
explained that “from the pre-
colonial period onward, the 
widespread belief  in an invisible 
realm – which exists in parallel to 
the visible world and can act 
u p o n  i t  –  h a s  c o n f e r r e d 
considerable power on those 
thought to be capable of  wielding 
o c c u l t  p owe r.”  E b e n e z e r 
Obadare of  the University of  
Kansas adds that “religion and 
religious agents and factors 
continue to affect (African) 
politics.”

The belief  around Africa that 
both presidents and wannabes 
need such powers to keep well in 
power is often deeply held. 
Politicians for the most part are 

awake when ordinary humans 
are asleep without necessarily 
being asleep when those others 
are awake. They get little sleep 
and cannot be sure that their 
efforts will be rewarded with 
anything other than public 
rejection.

Being a community that is 
chronically sleep-deprived, their 
need for doctors and for unseen 
powers would seem both logical 
a n d  n a t u r a l .  T h o s e  w h o 
currently seek the presidency 
anywhere in Africa would surely 
be well advised to amplify their 
spiritual fortifications as they set 
about their pursuit. The record of  
some of  their more famous 
African predecessors in this 
enterprise bears a brief  recall.

In October 2016, Nigeria's 
former presidential spokesman, 
Reuben Abati ,  infamously 
testified that “there is some form 
of  witchcraft at work in the 
country's seat of  government.” 
In saying so, he only certified one 
of  Nigeria's worst kept secrets. 
The presidential entourage of  
General Sani Abacha reportedly 
had more than its fair share of  
shamans on retainer. In the years 
between 2008-2010 when former 
President Umaru Yar'Adua was 
ill in office, the official registry in 
the Presidency was reportedly 
deluged with desperate offers of  
the magical and miraculous from 
s h a m a n s  o f  d i v e r s e 
denominations, many of  them 
complete with exotic menus of  
ritual sacrifice and offering.

Many people are willing to 
swear that when Nigeria 's 
current presidential spokesman, 
Garba Shehu, announced in 
August 2017 that rats and 
rodents had forced the president 
to work from home long before 
COVID-19 made it fashionable 
to do so, he was putting an 
agreeable face on the advice of  
presidential marabous whose 
diagnosis of  the ill-health of  
General Muhammadu Buhari 
was that some enemies had 
planted dark forces inside the 
president's office. If  so, the only 
way to overcome them was for 
the president to steer clear of  that 
space.

No one will ever know if  
President Buhari was to any 
extent assisted in resisting the 
mystical  forces repor tedly 
arrayed against his presidency by 
the fact of  having a Pentecostal 
pastor as his deputy. Many other 
African presidents before him 
had to make do with less 
formidable spiritual armour.

In  the i r  Dic t ionar y  o f  
A f r i c a n  P o l i t i c s ,   N i c 
Cheeseman, Eloïse Bertrand, 
and Sa'eed Husaini assert that 
“(African) political leaders have 
sought to harness belief  in 
witchcraft to their own ends” and 
narrate how former Congolese 
r u l e r,  M o b u t u  S e s e  S e k o 
“employed the Senegalese 
marabout 'witchdoctor', El-Hadj 
Babacar Kébé, and an influential 
Malian marabout,  Serigne 
Babacar Cissé, to bolster his 
spiritual authority.”

El-Hadj Kébé, who died in at 
the age of  70 in 1984 as one of  
Senegal's richest and most 
influential men, made good from 
this association. One of  the 
t a l l e s t  a n d  m o s t  e x o t i c 
skyscrapers near the Place de 
l'indépendance in Dakar, capital 
of  Senegal, is Immeuble Kébé, 
which is part of  his estate. 
Mobutu, his most famous client 
by the way, was Catholic.

From neighboring Mali, El-
Hadj Kébé's contemporary, 
Serigne Babacar Cissé, had an 
even more improbable career 
also as marabou to Benin 
Republic's long-serving soldier-
tur ned-democrat ,  Mathieu 
K e r e k o u .  D i s r e g a r d i n g 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f a i t h  a n d 
nationality, Kekerou made Cissé 
his Minister and retained him as 
closest adviser for many years 
with a reach into every crevice of  
Benin's Byzantine politics and 
government. In this role, El-Hadj 
Cissé orchestrated on behalf  of  
Kerekou a myth of  both spiritual 
invincib i l i ty  and pol i t ica l 
longevity.

When, following Benin's 
transition in 1991 to multi-party 
d e m o c r a c y,  t h e  l e a d i n g 
opposition candidate, Nicephore 
Soglo, took seriously ill, this was 

seen as proof  positive of  El-Hadj 
Ciss at work. Soglo survived but 
not before his retinue recognized 
that his weak credentials in 
spiritual warfare needed to be 
bolstered. After he took office in 
1992, therefore, one of  Soglo's 
first acts was to organize an 
international Voodoo festival. 
Spiritually fortified, Soglo, a 
Christian, in 1996 elevated 
Voodoo to one of  Benin's “great” 
religions, alongside Christianity 
and Islam.

Senegalese and Malians do 
not  en joy  a  monopoly  o f  
shamans with trans-boundary 
capabilities. Nigeria's Apostle 
T.B. Joshua was reputed to 
regularly minister to Kings and 
Presidents against the deadly 
designs of  enemies known and 
imagined.  Ghana's  former 
President, John Atta Mills, who 
died of  throat cancer in July 
2 0 1 2 ,  l o o k e d  t o  h i m  f o r 
del iverance from terminal 
metastasis. How much the 
ministrations of  the founder of  
the Synagogue of  All Nations 
helped President Mills must be a 
matter of  conjecture.

John Atta Mills was by no 
means the only one of  his peers 
who found time to arrange 
furtive assignations with T.B. 
Joshua. The Justice Elton Singini 
Judicial Commission of  Inquiry 
established by the government of  
Malawi into the death also in 
2012 of  President Bingu wa 
Mutharika, devoted considerable 
time to sifting evidence on the 
relationship between President 
Bingu and T.B. Joshua. In its 
Januar y  2013  r e por t ,  the 
Commission wrote: “It was also 
well known that some few 
months prior to his death, the 
President travelled to Nigeria on 
unannounced visit. While the 
visit was kept under wraps in 
Malawi it, however, became clear 
that the President had indeed 
travelled to Nigeria. Due to the 
manner in which the President 
left the country…there were 
widespread speculations that the 
President had undertaken the 
trip to Nigeria to meet T.B. 
Joshua.”

A m o n g  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  

evidence it collected, the Inquiry 
disclosed a letter written by the 
dead President to T.B Joshua on 
24 February 2012 in which he 
reminded the “man of  God” that 
“everything is possible with 
God” and requested him to 
“continue to pray for various 
countries and people” and to 
“please remember the nation of  
Malawi in your prayers.” 41 days 
later, on 5 April, President Bingu 
died.

TB Joshua was not alone in 
the vocation of  the prophetic 
Christian marabou. In January 
2015, Catholic priest, Ejike 
Mbaka, claimed that his god had 
told him that Muhammadu 
Buhari could save Nigeria. Seven 
years later, he rowed back that 
“he saw a vision that President 
Muhammadu Buhari would be 
Nigerian leader in 2015 but never 
asked Nigerians to vote for him.” 
That was over two years after he 
talked up in advance the ruinous 
verdict of  the Nigerian Supreme 
Court which elevated to the 
position of  winner the man who 
came fourth in the governorship 
election in Imo State in 2019.

In Nigeria, the presidential 
villa has been an infirmary for a 
long time. Columnist, Abimbola 
Adelakun, recalls that “since 
1993, Nigeria has had at least six 
l e a d e r s .  T h r e e  o f  t h e m 
ailed—two died in office and one 
spent extended time in a hospital 
ab road .”  S ince  1999 ,  the 
casualties of  the presidential villa 
have included one First Lady, 
one sitting president, and one 
Chief  of  Staff  to the president in 
succession. Unsurprisingly, 
presidential witchdoctors have 
been much in demand. With the 
two leading candidates well over 
70, and intimations of  serious 
physical degeneration around 
one in particular, Nigeria's 
presidential election due to take 
place in February 2023 could 
m a k e  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l 
witchdoctors even richer. It's all 
for God and country.
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