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News

We paid ransom for our kidnapped medical
college Provost, says Gregory University
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he management of  
Gregory University, 
Uturu has stated that 

the founder of  the school, 
Prof  Gregory Ibe released 
money to the family of  
Prof  Uwadinachi Iweha 
for the payment of  ransom 
demanded by his abductors.

Prof  Iweha, who was 
kidnapped on June 5, 2022 
by unknown bandits, is the 
Provost of  College of  Med-
icine, Gregory University, 
Uturu.

But more than two 
months after his abduction, 
his kidnappers have discon-
tinued communication with 
his family, even after alleg-
edly  collecting millions of  
naira in ransom. 

But the University ha s 
come out to explain various  
roles it has been playing, to 
get the elderly medical ex-
pert out of  captivity.

In a statement signed by 
Pastor Chukwuemeka Idi-
ka, Acting Registrar, the 
school said the statement 

became imperative in re-
action to a latest statement 
released by Prof  Iweha 
family, which was endorsed 
by Engr Chinedu Iweha, on 
behalf  of  the family.

In the said family  state-
ment which was made dur-
ing a recent protest by wom-
en of  Ama Asaa Umuopara 
for release of  their abducted 
father , Engr Chinedu Iwe-
ha reportedly acknowl-
edged the contributions  of  
Abia State government and 
several organizations in the 
efforts to get their father out 
of  kidnappers’ den.

However, he was alleged-
ly silent in the roles being 
played by the founder of  
Gregory University, Prof  
Gregory Ibe, the manage-
ment and entire communi-
ty of  the institution in the 
efforts to save  the Provost.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the of  GUU revealed 
that the Chancellor of  the 
University, Prof  Greg Ibe 
personally remitted money 
to Iweha’s family to be paid 
as ransom, as demanded by 
his abductors.

The statement further ex-
plained that apart from the 
money sent by Prof  Ibe to 
the family, the Vice Chan-
cellor of  the University,  has 
maintained constant com-
munication with the wife of  
the kidnapped medical ex-
pert, adding that the month-
ly wages of  the kidnapped 
Provost was being remitted 
regularly through his wife’s 
bank bank account.

The school added that the 
Chairman of  Nigerin Medi-
cal Association (NMA) and 
Archbishop Iweha, another 
relative to the Provost, were 
being contacted regularly 
by the founder and manage-
ment of  the Uturu-based 
institution,  with a view of  
setting him free.

The school maintained 
that it never abandoned the 
seasoned medical expert to 
his ugly fate, as Abia State 
government, Abia State 
Police Command, Zone 9 
of  Nigerua Police Force as 
well as Department of  State  
Service (DSS) had all been 
charged by the institution, 
to help release.

“ That in his passionate 
desire to secure the release 
of  Prof  Iweha, our Chan-
cellor passionately remitted 
money to the family from 
USA to enable payment of  
ransom of  demanded by his 
abductors.”

“ That our Vice Chancel-
lor has maintained constant 
communication with Mrs 
Iweha, Archbishop Iweha 
and Abia State Chairman 
of  Nigerian Medical As-
sociation in order to brain-
storm on strategies to secure 
Prof  Iweha’s freedom.”

The University further in-
formed that Prof  Greg Ibe 
despite being on a medical 
trip abroad, has been  main-
taining communication 
with the wife of  the abduct-
ed Provost.

The school recalled that 
Prof  Iweha was billed to 
represent the Chancellor of  
the school in a function at 
an Anglican Church in Old 
Umuahia on June 5, 2022 
but explained that it re-
ceived a distress call inform-
ing it that some bandits had 
kidnapped Prof  Iweha and 

taken him to unknown 
place.

The Uturu-based institu-
tion stated that apart from 
visiting the family of  the 
abducted medical expert 
at Umuahia, it assured the 
family of  its commitment 
towards the freedom of  
their valued  father.

Meanwhile, despite the 
payment of  millions of  na-
ira-worth ransom, nothing 
has been heard again from 
the kidnappers, raising fears 
among some family mem-
bers that their father may 
not be alive again.

Woman stabs Lesbian partner’s 
husband to death in Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
n unidentified lady 
has killed a staff  of  
the college of  health 

in Onitsha, stabbing him to 
death with a knife.

News Echo gathered that 
the man, who was simply 
identified as Ikechukwu, 
came home on Tuesday 
night to behold his wife in 
bed with another woman.

His wife, unknown to 
him was a lesbian, and had 
been keeping a female sex 
partner.

On catching them in the 
act, sources said the lady 
quickly attacked the man 
with a kitchen knife, stab-
bing him to death, after an 
argument ensued.

The news has been every-

where in Onitsha today. 
People are so surprised how 
the life of  Ayaaya (Ikechuk-
wu’s nickname) was killed.

 “He was a very handsome 
guy, and he is an admin staff  
at the college. How his wife 
left such a handsome young 
man to become a lesbian to 
the point of  bringing sexual 
partners to the house is still 
a wonder, a source said.

Another respondent, Mrs 
Uju said, “Ikechukwu is 
a very popular guy in the 
neighborhood. He is also 
known as Onye Obodo. He 
got married to the lady in 
2019.”

Meanwhile, police au-
thorities in Anambra State 
have confirmed the inci-
dent, saying that the lesbian 
partner has been arrested.

The state police com-

96.3m voters to decide Tinubu, Atiku,
Peter Obi’s fate in 2023 election
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A 
total of  96,303,016 
registered voters 
will decide the fate 

of  Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, 
Atiku Abubakar, Peter 
Obi, Rabiu Kwankwaso 
and other presidential can-
didates in 2023 presiden-
tial election.

At the close of  the Con-
tinuous Voters Registra-
tion (CVR) exercise on 
31 July, 2023, 12,298,932 
new registered voters have 
been added to the existing 
84,004,084 voters to make 
the 93.3 million voter for 
2023 poll, according to 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

Kano and Lagos led in 
the new 12,298,932 reg-
istered voters. Kano has 
569,103 prospective voters, 
while Lagos has 585,629 
voters. 

Delta came third with 
523,517 voters while Ka-
duna came fourth with 
479,231 voters and Riv-
ers, fifth with 473,924 vot-
ers. Bayelsa is sixth with 
444,652 voters, with Eb-
onyi coming 7th, posting 
401,510 voters.

INEC’s data showed 
that of  the 12,298,944 new 
voters, online accounted 
registration accounted for 
3,444,378, while physical 
registration accounted for 
8,854,566.

In terms of  gender dis-
tribution, 6,074,078 of  

mand’s spokesperson, DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga said, 
“We have a suspect in cus-
tody and the Commissioner 
of  Police CP Echeng Ech-
eng has ordered immediate 
transfer of  the case to State 
CID for a proper investiga-
tion.

 “Preliminary informa-
tion shows that the suspect 
stabbed the victim on the 
chest. He was rushed to the 
hospital before he was con-
firmed dead by the doctor 
on duty.

 “What brought about 
the suspect’s action has not 
been ascertained, mean-
while investigation has just 
begun.”

It was gathered also that 
the incident happened at 
about 9:20pm, at the de-
ceased residence, along Og-
boli road, Onitsha.
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the registered voters are 
male while 6,224,866 are 
female.

People Living with Dis-
abilities accounted for 
87,083 of  the new voters, 
while 8,784,677 of  the 
new registered voters are 
youths.

Overall, Northwest 
accounts for he highest 
number of  registered vot-
ers for 2023 elections with 
22,672,373 prospective 
voters, followed by South-
west with 18,332,191 vot-
ers.

Northcentral is third 
with 15,680,438, followed 
by South South with 
15,299,374; Northeast, 
12,820,363 while South-
east, with 11,498,277 is the 
lowest.

Anambra Govt re-state resolve to
toughen measures against rape
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State 
Commissioner for 
Women and Social 

Welfare, Mrs. Ify Obina-
bo, has reiterated the state 
government’s commitment 
towards ending rape in the 
state.

Speaking in Awka, after 
intervening in cases involv-
ing two victims of  rape 
and child defilement, Mrs. 
Obinabo bemoaned such 
dastardly act and stated 
that the government of  Pro-
fessor Chukwuma Soludo 
is out to prosecute people 
found guilty of  rape and 
child defilement.

The victims, eight, four-
teen and fifteen years of  age 
respectively, were sexually 

abused at Ifitedunu, Agulu 
and Ozubulu respectively.

Mrs. Obinabo enjoined 
parents, guardians and 
everyone to put all hands 
on deck to achieve a liveable 
and prosperous Anambra 
state, where rights of  wom-
en and children will be pro-
tected.

After listening to the sto-
ries of  the victims whom 
she had rescued, the Com-
missioner encouraged 
everyone to be vigilant and 
always report such incidents 
to Anambra State Ministry 
of  Women and Social Wel-
fare for immediate action.

The eight-year-old victim, 
a native of  Ifitedunu in Du-
nukofia Local Government 
Area of  the state, informed 
the Commissioner that she 
was sexually abused by her 
guardian, one Victor Gbajie.

The victim, who was 
brought by her grandmoth-
er, Mrs. Christiana Akpu, 
amid tears, is currently re-
ceiving treatment at Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University Teach-
ing Hospital, Amaku Awka, 
following complications as 
a result of  the rape incident, 
which medical report said 
have affected her kidney.

Meanwhile the fourteen-
year-old victim, who hails 
from Abia State, but res-

ident in Nneogidi village 
Agulu, Anaocha Local 
Government Area, was bru-
tally raped when she went to 
make sales for her mother.

According to her, the man 
who raped her and who also 
stays in the neighborhood, 
requested for ‘‘akara,’’ but 
she was shocked at how 
things turned out when she 
went to deliver the ‘‘akara’’.

In tears, she recalled that 
despite her cry for help, no 
one was able to come to her 
aid because of  noise from a 
Generator in the compound 
where she was raped.

Same was the story of  the 
fifteen-year-old girl from 
Ozubulu in Ekwusigo Local 
Government Area, who was 
allegedly raped by one Olu-
chukwu Obi, who is said to 
be in his forties.

The culprit, said to be a 
tenant in Ngozi Nwanya’s 
compound in Ozubulu, 
forcefully had carnal knowl-
edge of  the girl when she 
went to deliver noodles he 
ordered.

Though currently in po-
lice custody, the women 
and social welfare Commis-
sioner has mandated that 
the cases be charged to the 
Children and Special Of-
fences Court in Awka for 
immediate commencement 
of  hearing.
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Int’l Youth Day: NYCN urges Govt to involve
youths in active politics
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s youths in Imo 
State joined their 
counterparts all 

over  the world to com -
memorate Internation-
al Youth Day, the Imo 
State Chapter Chairman 
of  National Youth Coun-
cil of  Nigeria (NYCN), 
Barr. Comr. Ezinwanne 
Chimuanya Udoka, has 
urged the federal and state 
governments to actively in-
volve youths in politics and 
governance.

Udoka said government 
can easily and smoothly 
bring the youth to partic-
ipate fully and effectively 
in politics and governance 
when it prevails on politi-
cal parties to lessen prices 
of  nomination and expres-
sion of  interest forms to 
the affordability of  youths 
who justle or aspire for 
elections.

Speaking in Owerri on 
Thursday, Udoka told fed-
eral government to ensure 
that the ‘Not Too Young 
To Rule Law’ assented by 
President Mohammadu 
Buhari is practically im-

plemented so that youths 
would have the edge or fi-
nancial capacity to seek or 
vie for political seats with-
out any hindrance especial-
ly as it bothers on finance, 
pointing out that a tiny 
percent of  Nigeria youths 
were not able to purchase 
the nomination and ex-
pression of  interest forms 
for 2023 general elections.

The council stressed that 
“when youths who are cat-
alysts for society good, de-
velopment and edification 
are empowered through 
politics, governance, as 
well as employed to work 
in government establish-
ments, youth restiveness, 
crimes, insecurity, suffering 
and vulnerability would 
reduce minimally in the 
country.”

He asserted that “polit-
ically, youths are lagging 
behind in Nigeria. The 
not too young to rule law 
which the youths applaud-
ed President Mohammadu 
Buhari for assenting into 
law should fully be feasi-
ble. However, the factors 
militating against the law 
such as exorbitant prices 

Some of the Corps members during the passing-out ceremony in Ebonyi.

of  nomination and expres-
sion of  interest forms by 
political parties for those 
vying for political offic-
es among others made it 
highly impracticable for 
youths to cling to political 
offices in the country”.

Udoka reminded govern-
ment of  the need to always 
effectively implement the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) which he af-
firmed will go a long way 
to affect lives of  people 
especially youths positive-
ly in line with the vision 
of  the United Nations on 
Sustainable Development 
Goals targeted at ending 
poverty and vulnerability 
across the world by 2030.

The theme of  the 2022 
International Youth Day is 
“Intergenerational Solidar-

ity: Creating a World for all 
Ages” with the “objective 
to amplifying the message 
that action is needed across 
all generations to achieve 
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and leave no 
one behind...Youths can be 
positive force for develop-
ment when provided with 
the knowledge and op-
portunities they needed to 
thrive. Today, there are 1.2 
billion young people aged 
15 to 24 years - account-
ing for 16% of  the global 
population. This number 
of  Youths if  not properly 
taken care of  will be a time 
bomb waiting to explode.”

The council added that 
the “above underscores 
the need for proper inte-
gration of  youths into the 
mainstream of  governance 

to enable them contrib-
ute their quota in decision 
making process aimed at 
creating sustainable devel-
opment and empowerment 
of  this all important pop-
ulace in line with the SD 
Goals.”

Also, the ebullient youth 
leader had called on the 
“federal government to 
expedite action to call off  
the lingering ASUU strike 
so that our undergraduates 
can go back to school and 
acquire skills that can pro-
pel their future positively. 
Because academic knowl-
edge is an added power to 
fortune.”

The Imo State House of  
Assembly has confirmed 
Governor Hope Uzod-
inma’s nominees for the 
state’s house assembly Ser-

vice Commission.
The nominees were con-

firmed through a voice 
vote coordinated by the 
Speaker Rt Honorable 
Kennedy Ibeh.

Those confirmed by 
the assembly include the 
Chairman of  the Commis-
sion, Lambert Orisakwe 
, the orlu representative 
Emmanuel Orie, the repre-
sentative for Owerri Zone, 
Israel Nnataronye and 
Mike Nduleche for Okig-
we Zone.

Commenting during the 
confirmation, Speaker of  
the House, Rt. Hon. Ibeh 
urged the nominees to take 
a cue from the way they 
were commended by the 
lawmakers, who ought to 
ask them question.

Ikpeazu, Senator Orji mourn as ex-NURTW Vice Chairman
is buried ...  Umuahia stantds still  
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he body of  former 
national vice Pres-
ident of  National 

Union of  Road Transport 
Workers (NURTW), Chief  
Sunny Nwakodo has been 
laid to rest in his home, 
Umuana Ndume, Umua-
hia North LGA of  Abia 
State.

Nwakodo, who died 
at 60 years was a former 
Chairman of  Abia State 
branch of  NURTW after 
which he was also elected 
as National Vice Chairman 
of  the union.

He was a popular trans-
porter and the owner of  
Abia Link, FCT Link and 
other transport companies 

with about 1000 buses reg-
istered under his transport 
agencies.

Speaking at the bur-
ial church service at St 
Thomas Anglican Church, 
Umuana Ndume Umua-
hia, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia State de-
scribed death as mystery 
to man and lamented that 
Nwakodo’s death was a big 
loss to the transport indus-
try and the State in general.

Ikpeazu, who recalled his 
friendship with the Nwako-
do family, dating back to 
his appointing late Chijioke 
Nwakodo as his first Chief  
of  Staff, condoled the fam-
ily of  the deceased to look 
up to God for consolation.

Also speaking, Senator 
Theodore Orji represent-

ing Abia Central senatorial 
constituency lamented the 
death of  the ex-NURTW 
boss, noting that a big vac-
uum had been created in 
transport industry.

Meanwhile, some major 
streets of  Umuahia were 
taken over by bus drivers 
who displayed their loyalty 
to their fallen leader, dur-
ing the burial.

Ochende Motor park 
which serves as base for 
coaster buses plying Umua-
hia-Aba route, was also 
closed by the transporters, 
in honour of  Nwakodo.

Over 400 buses belonging 
to different transport agen-
cies took over Umuwaya , 
Ikot Ekpene , Azikwe and 
Umuana Ndume roads 
with some of  the drivers 

riding recklessly against the 
flow of  traffic, causing a 
long stretch of  hold up.

Many travellers coming 
from Ikot Ekpene road, 
Timber market, Umudike 
etc encountered a long 
stretch of  traffic snarl be-
fore getting to their desti-
nations, occasioned by the 
‘traffic take over’ by the bus 
drivers.

The late Nwakodo was 
the elder brother to late 
Chief  Chijioke Nwakodo, 
a former Chief  of  Staff  to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu.

Tragically, the former 
Chief  of  Staff, Chijioke 
took ill soon after his ap-
pointment and later died of  
the sickness, despite under-
going several foreign medi-
cal treatments.

By Grace Ofurum

P
ublic and private Sec-
ondary schools in 
Imo state have raised 

alarm over the withhold-
ing of  the 2022 WASSCE 
results by  West African 
Examination Council. 
NewsEcho gathered that 
the  action by the exami -
nation board is stemmed 
on the levy that was placed 
by the council on the 
schools who allegedly in-
volved in exam malpractice. 
News Echo gathered that 
500,000 naira and other fees 
were levied on schools  as 
sanction for cheating in the 
past last  examination.

Hence the affected schools 
are of  the opinion that the 
body should not demand 
such amount of  money from 
the schools but should follow 
the guidelines of  punishing 
students who indulge in such 
practice rather than pun-
ishing the entire schools for 
such actions.

The schools as gath-
ered has refused to make 
such payment and call on 
the government and the 
examination body to re-
solve the issue amicably. 
Some of  the school princi-
pals who spoke to NewsEcho 
condemned the act as they 
noted that WEAC had al-
ready cancelled the papers 

where cheating was suspect-
ed, hence there isn’t any need 
to pay the levies again which 
amounts to double punish-
ment.

Some of  the principals 
stated that the schools can-
not afford the payment of  
such amount of   money and 
called on WEAC to retrace 
it’s steps.

They disclosed that hence 
WEAC had it’s officials that 
supervised the exam and no 
report of  malpractice was 
made but a later discovery 
was made during the mark-
ing of  the papers where it 
was discovered that some 
of  the students copied from 
each other hence the tag of  
Malpractice.

The principals who said 
they do not support exam 
malpractice insisted, that 
punishment for such act 
should be meted on the iden-
tified students and not on the 
entire schools.

It would be recalled that 
over 260 schools in the state 
are affected which made the 
Imo state House of  Assem-
bly to summon the board 
to explain thier action. 
Imo state House of  Assem-
bly members decried the ac-
tion stating that this should 
not come up at the time the 
state government is trying to 
revive the  academic stand -
ards of  school in the state.
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Editorial

eonatal Mortality is regarded as 

Nthe number of neonates dying 
before reaching 28 days of age, 

per 1,000 live births in a given year, 
neonatal mortality rate in Nigeria is said 
to currently stand at 35 deaths per 1,000 
live births as of 2022.

According to a data resource website, 
the neonatal mortality statistics in 
Nigeria was 65 deaths per 1,000 live 
births as of 1971, before reducing to 35 
deaths in 2020.

A member of  British Lactation 
Consultants and the Academy of 
Breastfeeding Medicine, Dr. Chinny 
Obinwanne said Nigeria has the highest 
neonatal mortality rate in Africa and the 
third highest premature rate in the world.

Meanwhile, the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) have 
said over 70 per cent of children in 
Nigeria are denied breast milk.

U N I C E F  E x e c u t ive  D i r e c t o r 
Catherine Russell and WHO Director-
General Tedros Ghebreyesus in a joint 
statement to celebrate the 2022 World 
Breastfeeding Week said as global crises 
continue to threaten the health and 
nutrition of  millions of  babies and 
children, the vital importance of 
breastfeeding as the best possible start in 
life is more critical than ever.

Dr. Obinwanne further said the 
country loses billions of naira annually 
addressing some challenges in the 
paediatric health sector, which are quite 
avoidable if adequate breastfeeding is 
done by mothers.

She said, it is cheaper for Nigeria to 
invest in breastfeeding than to invest in 
treating the sicknesses that will arise 
from not breastfeeding babies accurately, 
maintaining that the new initiative is not 
new globally but agreed that it is a culture 
alien to Africa and Nigeria in particular. 
She, however, agreed that the situation is 
improving.

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
says if a baby is not getting his mother's 
milk, the next step is a donor's breast milk 
before you offer infant formula.

F u r t h e r m o r e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
Children's Fund, UNICEF has also 
advised new mothers should not remove 
or wash off the colostrum from their 
nipples before breastfeeding their babies, 
as it is the first and major vaccine a child 
can ever receive in life,

A UNICEF Official, Mrs. Ada 
Ezeogu regreted that many new mothers 

who are not aware of the importance, 
extracts the colostrum out and wash their 
nipples before breastfeeding their infants, 
explaining that colostrum, as the first 
milk  a  pregnant  woman's  breast 
produces, is very important to the health 
and growth of an infant.

“Most mothers are not aware of the 
importance of colostrum in the growth of 
their child. Colostrum is a major vaccine 
to an infant. It does not only protect the 
infant against allergy and infection, it 
serves as a purgative which helps to clear 
meconium.

“It also aids the growth of a child, it 
helps intestine to mature and it reduces 
severity of infection,” and that one of the 
greatest barrier to achieving exclusive 
breastfeeding in Nigeria is water 
maintain that if water can be taken out of 
the way, exclusive breastfeeding will 
record a huge success in the country.

On the importance of  exclusive 
breastfeeding; breastfed children have at 
least six times greater chances of survival 
in the early months than non-breastfed 
children; and the exclusively breastfed 
child is 14 times less likely to die in the 
first six months.

Undoubtedly, most mothers do not 
practice exclusive breastfeeding because 
of lack of knowledge on the essential 
nutrients of breast milk.

Most mothers give their infants water 
because they do not know that breast milk 
provides all the food and water that a 
baby needs during the first six months of 
life, even during very hot weather, breast 
milk will satisfy a baby's thirst.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Demographic Health Survey 2013, the 
prevalence of exclusive breastfeeding in 
children below the age of six months is 
only 17 per cent, which means that at 
least 5.4 million children each year do not 
get the benefits of  breastfeeding, 
contributing to 103,742 child deaths each 
year.

Therefore, advocate that more 
pregnant women and breastfeeding 
mothers must be enlightened on the 
importance of exclusively breastfeeding 
their infants.

We also join UNICEF and WHO in 
calling on governments to allocate 
increased resources to protect, promote, 
and support breastfeeding policies and 
programmes, especially for the most 
vulnerable families living in emergency 
settings.

Stemming neonatal
mortality with breast
milk 
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eter Obi once compared PNigeria to a car without a 
brain box. The right 

thing to do, he said, is fix the car 
first before you change the driver. 
This metaphor for the country 
Obi now aspires to lead is fitting. 
But I believe he is even generous. 
If  Nigeria were a car, it would be 
one without not just a brain box 
b u t  a l s o  a  b r a k e,  a n  a i r 
conditioner, three tyres and a seat 
belt.

Why, one may ask, does the 
current presidential candidate of  
Labour Party for the 2023 
election now wish to be the driver 
of  a car without a brain box? For 
identifying the problem of  the 
country well in advance, Obi 
deserves high marks. A problem 
identified is half-solved. Like the 
young Nigerians rooting for him, 
I'm sure Obi's mission is to fix 
Nigeria and, as its driver, give it 
d i rect ion.  Hencefor th,  we 
shouldn't tolerate a leader who 
would deceive us with empty 
rhetoric or hire image-makers to 
overwhelm us with false hopes, 
f a l s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  v i l e 
propaganda before getting to 
work.

While expressing optimism 
on Obi, I must exercise caution 
too. Eight years ago, a similar 
hopefulness led me to work for a 
Muhammadu Buhari presidency. 
My reason: I was an adult when 
he and Tunde Idiagbon, as 
mi l i ta r y  leaders,  waged a 
successful war on corruption and 
indiscipline between 1984 and 
'85, and I expected a repeat 
performance. The Jonathan 
administration he succeeded had 

fallen short of  my expectations in 
that respect.

But thank God I apologised 
to my readers in 2016, just before 
a n  u n d i s c l o s e d  i l l n e s s 
diminished the Buhari I knew. By 
2017, he was no longer the one 
running the country, I believe. 
My star witness is first lady Aisha 
B u h a r i  w h o ,  o n  s e v e r a l 
occasions, testified that a cabal 
not known to the electorate had 
taken over the presidency. This 
column became irregular from 
then, partly because I didn't 
know the right person on whose 
doorsteps to lay the blame for 
Nigeria's irreversible decline. 
Should I pillory those who were 
issuing statements on behalf  of  
an unseen president almost on a 
daily basis? Or ministers who 
confessed that they too had no 
access to the presidency?

I ' v e  w o n d e r e d  w h y 
terrorism would grow wings and 
teeth on the watch of  a general 
who disciplined troublemakers 
during his first coming as head of  
state and commander-in-chief  of  
the armed forces. If  the General 
Buhari I knew were in charge, 
why would corruption walk on 
eight legs? Whither the discipline 
in the management of  public 
funds for which the Buhari of  
1984 was known? Nepotism, the 
kind never seen in Nigeria's 
history, may have driven the final 
nail into the coffin of  a disunited 
Nigeria on Buhari's watch.

T h e  p r o g n o s i s  i s  n o t 
comforting at all. The country is 
already a carcass – a bankrupt 
nation without funds to pay the 
salaries of  its workforce or 
execute capital projects; a nation 
in the firm grip of  terrorists who 

have made life traumatic and 
hopeless for its citizens; a nation 
in which the education system 
has been deliberately destroyed. 
Morality has vanished into thin 
air, in spite of  our religiosity.

I agree with Sheikh Ahmad 
Gumi that the next president 
should be pitied. To have any 
chance of  standing on his feet, 
the future president must face 
reality from his first day in office. 
He must be cool, calm and 
calculative. He must surround 
himself  with men and women 
who will be ready to bake the 
national cake, not those who will 
feast on the little cake left. Tribe 
and religion should have no place 
in the Nigeria of  this time – it's 
now a matter of  life and death.

What is left to be stolen by 
politicians anyway? External 
reserves are down to $15 billion, 
against the official figure of  $36 
billion. The excess crude account 
has been decimated, and I'm sure 
the fund managed by the Nigeria 
Sovereign Investment Authority 
(NSIA) must have come under 
attack too. The only assets spared 
are the gigantic buildings, private 
jets and private bank accounts 
owned by treasury looters and 
their collaborators.

Labour and productivity 
minister,  Chris  Ngige was 
emphatic recently that “there is 
no money anywhere”. We've 
been told that government's 
revenue is no longer enough to 
service the nation's debts, which 
means that the Buhari regime 
now borrows money to pay idle 
lawmakers and other politicians 
h u m o n g o u s  s a l a r i e s  a n d 
allowances. Fuel subsidy, we're 
told, will consume N6.7 trillion 

next year. Meanwhile, the fear of  
an uprising is the only thing that 
has prevented removal of  petrol 
subsidy; the subsidies on diesel, 
kerosene and gas are gone, 
p rompt ing  unprecedented 
inflation and misery in the land.

We have suffered so much 
that I now prefer to see those 
tr ibulat ions forecasted for 
tomorrow to start happening 
today. Let the subsidy on petrol 
be removed also, so the pump 
price may rise to N800 per litre. 
There's no sense in letting poor 
Nigerians die in instalments. Let 
the worst happen now! Human 
beings must still exist in this 
space.

Yet, the worst may not 
happen: We know that perhaps 
50% of  subs id ised  fue l  i s 
smuggled to  neighbouring 
countries. Some people are 
simply being enriched, and it's 
not strange that Nigeria has been 
the destination of  all manners of  
weapons used for nefarious 
activities. Ultimately, I believe 
that market forces – the laws of  
demand and supply – will 
e v e n t u a l l y  i n t e r v e n e  t o 
ameliorate al l  things.  Our 
insatiable taste for foreign goods 
and services will be curtailed by 
d o l l a r  s c a r c i t y  a n d  n a i r a 
devaluation.

Although the accountant-
general who allegedly stole over 
N100 billion is standing trial, I'm 

not convinced that somebody is 
f i g h t i n g  c o r r u p t i o n  w i t h 
objectivity. If  anybody did, no 
presidential aspirant would have 
paid N100 million or N40 
m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t y ' s 
nomination form this year. No 
aspirant would have summoned 
courage to bribe a delegate with 
$25,000 or $20,000 openly. The 
r ul ing  par ty  i s  sa id  to  be 
budgeting more than N6 trillion 
for the general election. A large 
part of  such funds will obviously 
be dedicated to buying votes and 
bribing INEC officials and 
security agents. Who is fooling 
whom?

While we wait anxiously for 
Nigeria's redemption to begin in 
2023, I have not hesitated to pitch 
my tent with the youngest of  the 
four presidential frontrunners. 
Not  tha t  he  wi l l  pe r fo r m 
anything near magic. Not that he 
will resurrect our compatriots 
felled by terrorists and other 
cr iminals.  But  at  least  he 
promises to point Nigeria to the 
direction of  productivity – and 
m a k e  u s  f e a r  l e s s .  A 
s e p t u a g e n a r i a n  o r  a n 
octogenarian, even if  they're 
healthy, won't be able to drive a 
rickety car, much less drive one 
that lacks a brain box. Nigeria's 
state in the past seven years is an 
ugly reminder.
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Let the worst happen, Nigerians
will survive 
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(In the case filed by the Incor-
porated Trustees of The Nige-
rian Bar Association, NBA, 
against the Attorney Gener-
al of Federation [AGF] and 
marked FHC/ABJ/CS/77/2, 
the court ruled that the Gener-
al Council of the Bar has many 
members and An amendment 
of the RPC cannot be by an in-
dividual).

T
he Federal High Court 
sitting in Abuja has 
declared as illegal and 
invalid the unilater-

al amendment of  the Rules of  
Professional Conduct (RPC) for 
Legal Practitioners in Nigeria 
by the Attorney General of  the 
Federation (AGF) Abubakar 
Malami.

Justice Donatus Okorowo first 
dismissed the preliminary objec-
tions filed by the AGF and held 
that all the reliefs sought by the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
succeeds.

The AGF had argued that the 
NBA had no locus to file the suit 
but in dismissing the objection, 
the court declared that the Gen-
eral Council of  the Bar which 
has the authority to amend the 
RPC is constituted by several 
members, and the RPC can-
not, therefore, be legitimately 
amended by the singular desire 
and action of  an individual.

In September 2020, the legal 
community woke up to the news 
of  the unilateral amendment of  
the RPC by the AGF.

The AGF was reported to 
have said the amendment was 
made in the exercise of  the pow-
ers conferred on him by Section 
12(4) of  the Legal Practitioners 
Act as Attorney-General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  Jus-
tice and President of  the Gener-
al Council of  the Bar.

The General Council of  
the Bar comprises the Attor-
ney-General of  the Federation, 
all the Attorneys–General of  
the 36 states of  Nigeria, and 20 
Legal Practitioners representing 
the NBA.

The purported amendment 
was immediately criticized by 
many lawyers with the NBA 
especially contending that the 
AGF acted beyond his powers 
in amending the law which was 
the prerogative of  the General 
Council of  the Bar (GCB) of  
which Malami is a member.

The body also pointed out 
that no Attorney-General can 
unilaterally, whimsically, or ca-
priciously amend the rules, no 
matter how well-intentioned.

In the amendment, provisions 
relating to the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation (NBA) “Stamp and 
Seal” as well as Bar Practicing 

Fees (BPF) for government law-
yers were said to have been de-
leted. In essence, Rules 9 (2), 10, 
11, 12, and 13 were affected by 
the new amendment. Prior to 
the amendment, Rule 9(2) pro-
hibits any legal practitioner from 
claiming that he has paid his Bar 
Practicing Fees (BPF) when he is 
actually in default. Rule 10 deals 
with stamp and seals.

Rule 11 provides for Mandato-
ry Continuing Legal Education, 
Rule 12 provides for Annual 
Practicing Certificate while Rule 
13 provides for Notice of  Legal 
Practice upon setting up a private 
legal practice.

In a letter dated 15th Septem-
ber 2022, and addressed to the 
AGF, the President of  the NBA, 
Olumide Akpata asked the AGF 
to rescind the controversial 
amendments made in the Rules 
of  Professional Conduct (RPC).

Akpata said “the RPC or 
amendments to it may only be 
enacted and issued after they 
have been duly approved at a 
properly convened meeting of  
the bar council.

“I have been duly informed, 
by NBA Representatives on the 
Bar Council and other members 
of  the Bar Council who have 
reached out to me, that to the 
best of  their knowledge, no meet-
ing of  the Bar Council was con-
vened to discuss any amendment 
to the RPC or to approve the In-
strument. It, therefore, appears 
that the Instrument was enacted 
without proper authority.”

He added that a number of  
provisions aimed at checking 
the infiltration of  quacks into 
the profession and protecting 
the revenue of  lawyers have been 
deleted without proper consider-
ation.

“It is therefore concerning that 
these or many of  which are for-
ward-looking and seek to place 
the Nigerian legal profession at 
par with other self-regulatory 
professional associations around 
the world, will be targeted for de-
letion,” he said.

The president also noted that 
although some of  the provisions 
of  the RPC are outdated, his ad-
ministration is making efforts to 
make necessary amendments in 
the proper way.

“I said this much to Nigerian 
lawyers during the recent elec-
tioneering that brought me in as 
President of  the NBA.

“My administration, there-
fore, intends to propose a series 
of  amendments to the RPC to 
bring it into conformity with the 
realities of  modern legal prac-
tice for the benefit of  Nigerian 
lawyers and society. To achieve 
this, I look forward to working 
with the Bar Council under your 

NBA wins Malami:  Court  declares illegal,
AGF’s unilateral amendment of Rules
of Professional Conduct, 2020

Abubakar Malami, AGF (left) and Olumide Akpata, NBA President.

leadership to properly amend the 
RPC and regulate the legal pro-
fession in Nigeria,” he added.

“To speed up the process will 
immediately be setting up a com-
mittee with the responsibility of  
thoroughly reviewing the RPC 
and making appropriate recom-
mendations to the Bar Council 
through your good office.”

“Pending such proposed ho-
listic reforms to the RPC, I urge 
you to immediately rescind the 
Instrument in the interest of  
the rule of  law, the unity of  the 
Bar, and the sanctity of  the legal 
profession. The NBA has been 
subjected to needless controversy 
and ridicule on account of  the 
Instrument, and this does not 
augur well for the sanctity of  the 
profession, of  which you are a 
key stakeholder.”

With the AGF failing to act 
on the letter, the NBA through 
its Section on Legal Practice in 
January 2022 approached the 
court via a suit between the In-
corporated Trustees of  the NBA 
against the Attorney General of  
the Federation, asking the court 
to declare the said amendment 
null and void.

NBA challenged the validity 
and lawfulness of  the Rules of  
Professional Conduct for Le-
gal Practitioners (Amendment) 

Rules 2021 (S.I. No. 15 of  2020) 
enacted by the Attorney-General 
of  the Federation.

The Incorporated Trustees of  
the NBA had dragged the AGF 
before the court challenging the 
validity of  the Rules of  Profes-
sional Conduct for Legal Prac-
titioners (Amendment) Rules 
2021 (S.I. No. 15 of  2020) enact-
ed by the Attorney General of  
the Federation.

NBA while faulting the rules 
as being unlawful is praying the 
court to void and set it aside in 
the interest of  justice and fair-
ness to practicing lawyers in Ni-
geria.

The bar association specifical-
ly asked the court to interpret 
sections 1, 11, 12 and 20 of  the 
Legal Practitioners Act and de-
termine whether the AGF who 
is just one member of  the bar 
can act alone in the discharge 
of  functions of  General Council 
of  the Bar without the inputs or 
contributions of  other members 
of  the Council or in consultation 
with them.

NBA also prayed the court to 
further interpret the sections of  
the Act and determine whether 
the AGF can validly and with-
out any recourse to the General 
Council of  the Bar or consul-

tations with other members to 
amend, purport to amend or 
to have amended the Rules of  
Professional Conduct for Legal 
Practitioners through instru-
mentality of  the Rules of  Profes-
sional Conduct for Legal Practi-
tioners dated September 3, 2020 
and contained in Nigeria’s offi-
cial gazette number 140, volume 
107 of  September 7, 2020.

Upon proper interpretation of  
the sections of  the Act, the NBA 
asks the court to declare that the 
AGF who is just one member of  
the General Council of  the Bar 
cannot act alone in the discharge 
of  the functions of  the Council 
without the inputs or contribu-
tions of  other members of  the 
Council or in consultation with 
them.

NBA therefore prayed the 
court for an order setting aside 
or nullifying the purported Rules 
of  Professional Conduct for le-
gal practitioners as purportedly 
made unilaterally by the AGF 
on September 3, 2020.

The NBA also applied for an 
order of  perpetual injunction 
restraining the AGF, his agents 
and servants from giving effect 
or further giving effect to the 
contentious Rules of  Profes-
sional Conduct for legal practi-
tioners Rules 2020 purportedly 
made on September 3, 2020.



ueens need to stick Qtogether. These are 
five pageant queens 

who have been Big Brother 
Naija Housemates.

Big  Brother  Nai ja 
always had many of  its 
housemates who have been 
beauty queens, but to try to 
get a common story or 
thread of  behavioural 
pattern from all of  them 
would be impossible. All of  
t h e m  h ave  h a d  t h e i r 
journeys. 

Here are some of  them: 
Kim Oprah 
S h e  w a s  b o r n 

Chinonso Opara 27 years 
ago, Kim always had a flare 
for pageantry right from 
secondary school. In 2010, 
she was Miss Regina Pacis 
College. 

At her University, she 
won a pageant and was 
Miss Psychology Uniport. 
In 2015,  she has also 
crowned Miss Tourism 
Nigeria, and in 2019 she 
w a s  c r o w n e d  M i s s 
Intercontinental Nigeria. 

In 2019, when she 
went into the Big Brother 
Naija house. Her stay was 
very short-lived, and she 
was evicted on the second 
week despite everyone 
raving about her beauty. 
The probable reason? She 
didn't give us highlights. 

Outside the house, 
Kim had gone on to become 
a successful influencer and 
businesswoman, she even 
has her skincare line, Kim's 
secret. 

Erica Nlewedim 
Erica is one of  the 

controversial queens of  Big 
Brother Naija. 

She started modelling 
from a young age and in 
2015 she entered the Most 
Beautiful Girl in Nigeria 
contest where she won the 
Miss Photogenic award. 

Erica was a Big Brother 
Naija housemate in 2020, 
but she was disqualified 
after multiple strikes and an 
altercation with a fellow 
housemate, Laycon, where 
she insulted him, poured 
water on the Head of  House 
bed and told the production 
crew to come to take her 
away. 

A f t e r  h e r 
disqualification, her fans 
o p e n e d  a  G o f u n d m e 
account for her and she got 
a lot of  endorsement deals. 

Nengi Hampson 
N e n g i  H a m p s o n 

started pageantry at a very 
young age. At 15, she won 
the title of  Nigerian Queen 
,and in 2014, she was 
c r o w n e d  M i s s  Pe a c e 
Nigeria. 

In 2017, she was part 
of  the Most Beautiful Girl 

in Nigeria and was part of  
the top 5. She also won the 
title of  the best evening 
wear. 

N e n g i  w a s  a 
housemate on the Big 
Brother Naija show in 
2020. She was famous on 
the show for her friendship 
with Ozo who spent a lot of  
time wooing her. 

She had altercations 
with fellow housemates 
L u c y  a n d  K a i s h a  o n 
separate occasions where 
they cursed each other out. 

Nengi, after the show, 
is quite successful with 
many endorsement deals 
and her shoe line, Shoes by 
Flora. 

Queen Mercy Atang 
When she stepped into 

the Big Brother Naija house 
in 2021, she made many 
people know she was a 
beauty queen. 

In 2015, she won the 
face of  democracy southern 
Nigeria pageant. In 2015, 
she won the Miss Nigeria 
International and Miss 
International World classic 
in 2017. 

On the show, she was 
famous for her friendship 
with Whitemoney  and 
B o m a .  S h e  a l s o  h a d 
endorsement deals after the 
show and started several 
businesses. 

Beauty Tukura 
Beauty also started 

Pageantry from a young 
age. 

In 2015, she won the 
Most Beautiful Girl in 
Taraba 2015 and the Miss 
Nigeria pageant in 2019, 
where she won and became 
the 43rd Miss Nigeria. 

B e a u t y  wa s  q u i t e 
successful before she came 
on the Big Brother show in 
2022. She had her online 
store Stylish beauty and 
worked with several brands. 

Her stay on the show 
was short-lived because she 
had a strike on the first week 
for throwing a housemate's 
cap off  and two strikes on 
the second week after 
throwing her  wig and 
glasses at her love interest 
and throwing away her 
microphone. She had three 
s t r i k e s  a n d  w a s 
disqualified. 

Beauty's story is still 
being told. 

BBNaija and Beauty 
Queens 

The show would get 
m o r e  b e a u t y  q u e e n s 
because they fit into the 
kind of  housemates they 
would make the show 
successful. 

However, the essential 
qual i ty  of  queens  are 
dignity, poise and character 
but many times, we fail to 

see them act like the queens 
they are. Who can blame 
them? 

The Big Brother Naija 
h o u s e  c a n  b e 
psychologically harrowing, 
being in such an enclosed 
space with no contact with 
the outside world can make 
people act out of  character 
or expose their flaws. 

One thing is for sure, 
you can still be famous after 
the show no matter how 
badly you act if  you have 
faithful fans. 

Friday 12 - Saturday 13 August, 2022  Page 7

5 ex-beauty queens and their experiences on Big Brother Naija show 



Page 8

o m e n 

Winvolvement in 

p r o s t i t u t i o n 

though can be linked to poverty 

but not limited to it, also most 

of  the money realized from 

prostitution is often spent on 

t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d 

s u s t e n a n c e  o f  f a m i l y, 

education and so on. Most 

women and children are not 

willing to work as a prostitute 

but it is a choice based purely 

on economics of  food, clothes 

and other advantages. Sex 

providers are as diverse as sex 

itself. Most are females, some 

a r e  m a l e s ;  m o s t  a r e 

heterosexual, many are lesbian 

or gay. Some see prostitution as 

undesired but have no choice 

because of  their economic 

conditions, others have chosen 

it freely and see no ambiguity 

in it, sex trafficking is defined 

by the  European Union as the 

transportation of  women with 

the goal of  sexual exploitation 

with or without their consent. 

In 2010 hearing, it was held in 

the House of  Representatives 

about the bill for an Act to 

prohibit corporate prostitution 

and exploitation of  women 

a n d  f o r  o t h e r  m a t t e r s 

c o n n e c t e d  t h e r e w i t h . 

Prostitution can be classified 

into four different forms: These 

are institutional, freelance, 

corporate and international 

prostitution respectively. These 

are briefly explained below:

Institutional Prostitution:

This is mostly practiced in the 

hotels, brothels and bars where 

prostitutes have rented rooms 

where services are being 

delivered to their patrons.

Freelance Prostitution: 

This is a single sex operator, 

they  o f t en  s tay  a t  the i r 

individual homes and go out 

when there is a request for their 

se r v ices.  This  i s  mos t ly 

practiced by students in the 

tertiary institutions in Nigeria.

Corporate Prostitution:

This occurs when ladies are 

compelled into sleeping with 

their bosses to get promoted or 

even to keep their jobs, or when 

female workers must sleep with 

clients to achieve their targets, 

this happens silently in the 

corporate world.

The last one involves cross

bordering prostitution which 

involves smuggling and human 

trafficking to foreign countries. 

Nigeria has an unenvied 

reputation in this kind of  

prostitution, many Nigerian 

ladies have been smuggled to 

places like Italy, Lebanon, 

O m a n  a n d  m o s t  A s i a n 

countries and many others 

with the sole purpose of  selling 

them into prostitution.

P R O S T I T U T I O N  I N 

NIGERIA

Prostitution is illegal in all 

northern states that practise 

I s l a m i c  Pe n a l  C o d e.  I n 

southern Nigeria, the activities 

of  pimps or madams, or 

underage prostitution and the 

operation or ownership of  

brothels are penalized under 

section 223, 224 and 225 of  the 

Nigerian Criminal Code.

Section 223:

“Procuration”

“Any person who procures a 

girl or woman who is under the 

age of  eighteen years to have 

unlawful carnal connection 

with any other person or 

persons either in Nigeria, 

e l sewhere  or  procures  a 

woman or girl to become a 

common prostitute either in 

Nigeria, elsewhere or procures 

a woman or girl to leave 

Nigeria with intent that she 

may become an inmate of  a 

brothel elsewhere procures a 

woman or girl to leave her 

usual  p lace  of  abode in 

Nigeria, intent that she may, 

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  

pros t i tu t ion,  become an 

inmate of  a brothel either in 

Nigeria or elsewhere, is guilty 

of  a misdemeanour and is 

liable to imprisonment for two 

years. A person cannot be 

convicted of  any of  the 

offences defined in this section 

o f  t h i s  C o d e  u p o n  t h e 

uncorroborated testimony of  

one witness. The offender may 

be arrested without warrant 

Nigeria or elsewhere, is guilty 

of  a misdemeanour and is 

liable to imprisonment for two 

years. A person cannot be 

convicted of  any of  the 

offences defined in this section 

o f  t h i s  C o d e  u p o n  t h e 

uncorroborated testimony of  

one witness. The offender may 

be arrested without warrant

Section 224:

Procuring def i lement  of  

woman by threats or fraud, or 

administering drugs”

“Any person who by threats or 

intimidation of  any kind 

procures a woman or girl, to 

h a v e  u n l a w f u l  c a r n a l 

connection with a man either 

in Nigeria or elsewhere or by 

any false pretence procures a 

woman or girl to have unlawful 

carnal connection with a man 

either in Nigeria or elsewhere 

or administers to a woman or 

girl, or causes a woman or girl, 

to take, any drug or other thing 

with intent to overpower her in 

order to enable any man, 

whether a particular man or 

not, to have unlawful carnal 

knowledge of  her, is guilty of  a 

misdemeanour and is liable to 

imprisonment for two years. A 

person cannot be convicted of  

any of  the offences defined m 

t h i s  s e c t i o n  u p o n  t h e 

uncorroborated testimony of  

one witness.”

Section 225:

“Abduction of  girl under 

eighteen with intent to have 

carnal knowledge”

“Any person who, with intent 

that an unmarried girl under 

the age of  eighteen years may 

be unlawfully carnally known 

b y  a n y  m a n ,  w h e t h e r  a 

particular man or not, takes her 

or causes her to be taken out of  

the custody or protection of  her 

father or mother, or other 

person having the lawful care 

or charge of  her, and against 

the will of  such father or 

mother or other person, is 

guilty of  a misdemeanour and 

is liable to imprisonment for 

two years. It is a defence to a 

charge of  any of  the offences 

defined in this section of  this 

Code to prove that the accused 

person believed, on reasonable 

grounds, that the girl was of  or 

above the age of  eighteen 

years.”

Even though Nigeria law does 

not legalize commercial sex 

work, it is vague if  such work is 

performed by an independent 

individual who operates on his 

or her own accord without the 

use of  pimps or a brothel. The

Niger ia  cr iminal  sys tem 

p r o h i b i t s  n a t i o n a l  a n d 

transnational trafficking of  

women for commercial  sex or 

forced labour, Nigeria is a 

signatory to the 2000 United 

Nations Protocol to prevent, 

suppress and punish trafficking 

in persons especially women 

and children, perceptions of  

prostitution are based on 

culturally determined values 

that differ between societies. In 

some societies, prostitutes have 

been viewed as a member of  a 

recognized profession; in 

o t h e r s ,  t h e y  h ave  b e e n 

shunned, reviled and punished 

by stoning, imprisonment and 

death. Few societies have 

exercised the same severity 

towards clients indeed, in 

many societies clients suffer 

few of  any legal repercussions.

Corporate Prostitution:

A  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m  o f  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  k n o w n  a s 

corporate prostitution, a 

relatively new phenomenon 

and mostly limited to financial 

institutions began to gain 

notability in the 2000s. In 2004, 

bankers union threatened to go 

on strike due to allegations that 

some female staff  sleep with 

men for accounts. Though 

most financial institutions do 

not force women to engage in 

sexual activities in order to 

meet financial targets, it is 

implied that many banks are 

not against such actions. In 

2010 hearing, it was held in the 

House of  Representatives 

about the bill for an Act to 

prohibit corporate prostitution 

and exploitation of  women 

a n d  f o r  o t h e r  m a t t e r s 

connected therewith. The 

legality of  prostitution in 

Nigeria is enforced majorly in 

the Northern states with the 

aid of  the penal code especially 

in kano with the aid of  the 

Hisbah cor p,  hisbah are 

supposed to draw attention to 

transgressions. They enjoin 

people to do good or preach to 

prevent them from doing bad. 

In Sharia, there is room for 

advice before you get to the 

courts.” In practice, however, 

the hisbah have often abused 

this role and acted as a law 

enforcement agency they 

enforce Islamic laws which 

prohibits prostitution. But in 

the southern Nigeria through 

the use of  the criminal code it 

does not legalize prostitution 

but prohibits brothels, human 

trafficking, underage marriage 

among others. It is believed 

that in Nigeria prostitution is 

no t  l ega l i zed ,  the re fo re 

prostitution is an offence in 

Nigeria, and it punishment 

should be strict and act as 

d e t e r e n t  t o  y o u n g e r 

generations.

CONCLUSION

The legality of  prostitution in 

Nigeria has been on the rise 

since the inception of  the 21st 

century, it's of  no usefulness to 

legalize prostitution in Nigeria 

irrespective of  its legalization 

in foreign countries such as the 

United States of  America. It 

should be noted that not all 

s t a t e s  i n  t h e  U S A  h ave 

legalized prostitution but states 

such as Nevada has done that. 

T h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  

prostitution in Nigeria is an 

offence to the divine law, laws 

ordained by God.  It is not a 

breaking news that prostitution 

is an offence in all northern 

states through the use of  the 

penal code most especially in 

kano state through the use of  

hisbah corps, though they are 

not a legalized force but 

nevertheless the hisbah corps 

have been on the advantageous 

side to prevent prostitution in 

the Northern states because 

prostitution is a menace to 

public health. In the light of  the 

penal code and hisbah corps in 

the Northern states and kano 

state respectively,  it is  believed 

that sexually transmitted 

diseases: HIV, AIDS  will be 

reduced.

More so, the criminal code 

operating in the southern 

Nigeria does not prohibit 

prost i tut ion direct ly  but 

indirectly; the criminal code 

operating in the southern 

Nigeria only prohibits factors 

that can enhance or promote 

p r o s t i t u t i o n  s u c h  a s 

p r o c u r a t i o n ,  P r o c u r i n g 

defi lement of  woman by 

t h r e a t s  o r  f r a u d ,  o r 

administer ing dr ugs and 

Abduct ion of  g ir l  under 

eighteen with intent to have 

carnal knowledge. All these are 

f a c t o r s  t h a t  p r o m o t e 

prostitution. It is of  great 

remorse that prostitution 

operates in southern Nigeria 

successfully but nevertheless 

we look up to our governments, 

legislatures to emulate the 

Northern states in making and 

reforming our current criminal 

code that operates in southern 

Nigeria.
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T
he Nigerian Commu-
nications Commission 
(NCC) said it has re-
mitted N463 billion 

to the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund from 2015 to April 2022 
through steady efforts.

Executive Vice Chairman of  
the Commission, Prof. Umar 
Garba Danbatta, stated this 
when he led the management 
team of  the commission to 
pay a visit to the new perma-
nent secretary of  the Ministry 
of  Communications and Dig-
ital Economy, William Alo, in 
Abuja recently, according to a 
statement issued by the com-
mission’s director of  Public 
Affairs, Reuben Mouka.

The NCC also disclosed it 
has commenced the process 
of  reviewing five regulato-
ry instruments developed to 
address the challenges of  the 
telecommunications industry 
even as it reiterated increase in 
broadband penetration in the 
country.

Prof. Danbatta said this in 
his opening remarks at a Pub-
lic Inquiry on five key regulato-
ry instruments being reviewed 
across all sectors/segments of  
the telecommunications indus-
try, which commenced in Abu-
ja yesterday.

Danbatta also had told the 
permanent secretary that the 
commission has issued land-
ing permits to 53 Geo Satel-
lite Orbits space stations and 
923 non-GSO space stations 
among other achievements of  
the commission.

He revealed that the 3G and 
4G Base Transceiver Stations 
(BTS) in the country has in-
creased from less than 30,000 
in 205 to 53, 460 while 7VSAT 
gateway earth stations have 
been licensed to boost broad-
band penetration in the coun-
try.

He provided a detailed brief-
ing about the achievements of  
the Commission and its efforts 
to address all the challenges 
confronting the industry, inti-
mated Alo with the key focus 
and targets of  the Commis-
sion through the its launched 
Strategic Vision (Implementa-
tion) Plan SVP 2021 – 2025. 
This took into consideration, 
the provisions of  the National 
Digital Economy Policy and 
Strategy 2020-2030, and Na-
tional Broadband Plan 2020-
2025.

He said the SVP has five fo-
cus areas which include: oper-
ational efficiency and regula-
tory excellence; facilitation of  
infrastructure provision for the 
digital economy; promotion 
of  fair competition, inclusive 
growth and investment; im-
provement of  quality of  serve 
and quality of  experience, and 

facilitation of  strategic collabo-
ration.

The NCC boss, who led a 
team of  two executive com-
missioners and directors of  the 
Commission to the briefing, 
listed successes recorded since 
2015 in teledensity, broadband 
penetration, and significant 
contribution of  the industry to 
the GDP that grew from 8.5 
per cent in the 4th quarter of  
2015 to 12.61 in the 4th quar-
ter of  2021, as the sector also 
attracted over $2 billion in for-
eign direct investment over the 
period.

The NCC chief  executive 
listed some other key achieve-
ments of  the Commission un-
der him to include the recent 
successful auction of  3.5GHz 
spectrum for 5G, licensing of  7 
fibre optics infrastructure pro-
viders, and adding up to 38, 
296 kilometers of  fibre optic in 
the country.

He noted that access gap 
clusters in the country has 
been reduced from 217 to 114 
to enable 15 million Nigerians 
have access to telecommunica-
tions services, and increase of  
fibre optics deployments from 
47,000 kilometers to 54, 725 
kilometers.

Alo in his remarks com-
mended the leadership of  the 
NCC for remarkable strides 
of  the agency that has earned 
remarkable international rep-
utation for Nigeria and placed 
the telecom regulator in the 
forefront of  the nation’s quest 
for forward looking national 
economic growth.

“So far so good. The entire 
country, and beyond, is fully 
aware of  the strategic impor-
tance of  the NCC as a regu-
lating institution of  the tele-
communications industry in 
Nigeria. And, of  course, we 
are aware today that between 
oil and communications, the 
latter is gradually taking over in 
the provision of  revenue for the 
country as the nation strives 
to diversify the economy,” he 
said.

He said of  a truth, the quali-
ty of  service has improved tre-
mendously over the past few 
years now and that the Com-
mission deserves a pat on the 
back for what it has done in 
that direction.

“Your efforts are generally 
felt in the economy. So when 
you talk of  digitalisation of  
the economy the NCC and the 
operators are the first port of  
call”, he said.

He requested the leadership 
of  the Commission to continue 
the good work and also strive 
to bridge the infrastructural gap 
that may create a gap between 
the served and underserved 
communities in the country

NCC remits N463bn to Federal
Govt in 7 years

Prof. Umar Danbatta, Executive Vice Chairman, NCC.

Meanwhile, on the regulato-
ry instruments for review, Dan-
batta said the first instrument 
is the Type Approval Regula-
tions; the second is Guidelines 
on Short Code Operation in 
Nigeria; the third instrument 
is Guidelines on Technical 
Specifications for the Deploy-
ment of  Communications In-
frastructure; the fourth is the 
Guidelines on Advertisements 
and Promotions while the fifth 
is the Consumer Code of  Prac-
tice Regulations.

Danbatta said that the instru-
ments are existing instruments 
which are being amended to 
reflect current realities.

“One of  such realities is that 
with the deployment of  5G, 
it will become necessary for 
Mobile Network Operators 
(MNOs) to invest heavily in 
communications infrastruc-
ture. Also, with the technolog-
ical advancements anticipated 
in the coming years, it is ex-
pected that there will be a pro-
liferation of  devices in the in-
dustry. It is therefore essential 
for the Commission to ensure 

that the regulatory framework 
can accommodate such even-
tualities,” he said.

He said further that the NCC 
has been working assiduous-
ly to implement the Nigeri-
an National Broadband Plan 
(NNBP) 2020 – 2025, the Na-
tional Digital Economy Policy 
and Strategy (NDEPS) 2020 
– 2030, its Strategic Manage-
ment Plan (SMP) 2020-2024 
and its Strategic Vision Imple-
mentation Plan (SVIP) 2021 – 
2025 and achieve its mandate.

“This drive has culminated 
in the Broadband penetration 
in Nigeria increasing by 91.70 
per cent in the last four years. 
The country’s broadband pen-
etration increased from 21.21 
per cent in April 2017 to 40.66 
per cent in April 2021. The 
Commission’s data show that 
in April 2021, 77,605,500 mil-
lion Nigerians were connect-
ed to the Internet, up from 
40,481,570 million in April 
2017.

“The current broadband pen-
etration as at June 2022 stands 
at 44.30 per cent with more 

than eighty-four million inter-
net subscriptions in the coun-
try. While the Industry’s con-
tributions to the nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) has 
risen from 9.81 per cent in Q4 
2018 to 12.61 per cent in Q4 
2021. These strides are out-
comes of  the Commission’s 
regulatory management of  the 
Industry as well as its focused 
implementation of  policies 
and strategies of  the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria,” he 
said.

Head of  Telecoms Law and 
Regulations Services Depart-
ment of  the Commission, 
Helen Obi, said the draft of  
all the regulatory instruments 
have since been published on 
the Commission’s website and 
comments from external stake-
holders have been received and 
reviewed.

The public inquiry is an 
avenue that allows the com-
mission to incorporate the 
comments and suggestions of  
industry stakeholders in the 
development of  regulatory in-
struments.
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News

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State governor 
Chief  David Umahi 
has called on Stake-

holders in the Education 
Sector to rally round to 
ensure timely end to the 
lingering ASUU strike for 
the sake of  the future of  the 
Nation.

The governor who made 
the call when he received a 
delegation of  the Board of  
Trustees of  the Nigeria Po-
lice Trust Fund led by Chief  
Ben Akabueze in Abakaliki 
urged the negotiating par-
ties to show understanding 
to resolve the impasse and 
reopen universities

Umahi who further 
called for the review of  
the Nigeria education sys-
tem with more emphasis 
on vocational education, 
said ASUU and the Feder-
al Government should be 
ready to meet each other 
halfway so that the strike 
can be called off  while the 
implementation will take a 
gradual process. 

According to him, “Our 
basic problem in this coun-
try remains security, health 
and education. Let me say 
a little about education, 
which is in our public do-
main and which the ASUU 
strike is and I think that our 
education system is not be-
ing properly educated”.

“University education 
is not for everybody and 
that is the truth. The basic 
education every country 
strives to attain is second-
ary school and vocational 
schools. 

These are the basic 

Gov Umahi demands end to ASUU strike
schools and when you have 
these qualifications, you 
will be able to use them ei-
ther to start up something 
or to be able to use it to be 
employed and while you are 
in employment, if  you don’t 
have the mercy you will be 
able to aspire to university 
education.

 “There is a need to review 
our educational system, it 
mustn’t be for everybody. 
I am not ashamed that I 
have a first degree and my 
Deputy is a Ph.D holder, 
it doesn’t matter. It is what 
you bring on board. So, I 
cannot see how we cannot 
sit down with our ASUU 
leaders and iron out this 
problem about the ASUU 
strike.

 “I have gone through 
social media, read newspa-
pers, how students got into 
trouble just by sitting at 
home or engaging in means 
of  keeping themselves busy 
instead of  being in schools. 
There is no way the country 
will go and borrow N1.1tril-
lion to meet ASUU’s de-
mand, it’s quite unreason-
able. Are their demands 
genuine? Yes, but we can 
start little by little.

 “There must be a com-
mitment on the side of  both 
parties, that look, ASUU 
is not asking this to take to 
their houses so to say, they 
are asking it for our children 
to better the infrastructure, 
to better the lecturers and 
the students. Yes, but we 
can start with a fraction of  
that and then have a pro-
gramme that will run on the 
platform of  sincerity to ad-
dress all the lots.

 “But let me also say 

Newly appointed Transition Committee Chairman, Onitsha South LGA, Mr. Emeka Orji inspecting 
markets and drainages.

that most of  the time, our 
people have a low appetite 
for maintenance of  pub-
lic works. No matter how 
much you deploy to these 
universities, unless the us-
ers, the industry, and the 
regulators, unless they begin 
to treat public infrastructure 
as their own in the various 
universities, it will continue 
to go bad no matter how 
much the federal govern-
ment deploys it.

 “So, it is important for 
ASUU to show some un-
derstanding and for those 
who are negotiating on the 
side of  the government to 
also show some understand-
ing. Let’s meet ourselves 
halfway and then open the 
schools to save the fate of  
our children”, he stated.

Obi ‘ll halt insecurity, revive economy
- Support Group 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group, Peter Obi lib-
eration movement 
has condemned 

the poor handling of  Nige-
ria’s economy, security and 
youth unemployment.

The group made the ob-
servation in Umuahia dur-
ing the inauguration of  the 
leadership and members of  
Peter Obi liberation move-
ment for Umuahia zone.

The group observed that 
the continuous slide of  Ni-
geria in insecurity and the 
widening gap of  hunger and 
unemployment, occasioned 
by the present government’s 
poor handling of  the the na-
tion’s affairs, make it imper-
ative for a shift in leadership 
choice.

And to this end, the group 
has drummed support for 
the election of  Mr Peter 

Obi as Nigeria’s president in 
2023 and promised to mobi-
lize thousands of  Voter’s to 
achieve the goal.

The pro-Obi group noted 
that the entrance of  the for-
mer Anambra State Gover-
nor into the presidential race 
has provided Nigerians with 
the ultimate alternative to 
many years of  failure by the 
APC and PDP.

During the meeting, Com-
rade Onuoha Chidi Moses 
was inaugurated as the coor-
dinator of  Peter Obi libera-
tion movement for Umuahia 
zone.

In his inaugural speech, 
the coordinator of  Peter 
Obi liberation movement, 
Comrade Onuoha Chidi 
expressed his determination 
to lead the support group 
in the tasks of  actualising 
the election of  the Labour 
Party’s candidate, as Nige-
ria’s President as well as the 

emergence of  people-orient-
ed leadership in Abia State.

Moses, who made it clear 
that there was need for a 
migration from the present 
instability and crashing secu-
rity, appealed to well -mean-
ing Nigerians, especially the 
unemployed and underem-
ployed youths, to key into 
the Peter Obi and Labour 
Party train.

He further noted that with 
his track records in business 
management and gener-
al administration, Mr Obi 
would fix the country and 
transform it to industrial 
base, if  elected.

The coordinator pointed 
out that his years of  activ-
ities against societal errors 
date back to his days in the 
university.

He also promised a meet-
ing between the liberation 
movement and the guber 
candidate of  Labour Party 
in Abia, Dr Alex Otti.

Nigerians seek elections for vacant Senate seats

S
takeholders in the na-
tion’s electoral process 
have faulted the deci-

sion of  the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
not to conduct bye-elections 
into three Senate seats which 
became vacant about four 
months ago following the 
resignation of  the occupants

The Commission had 
yet to conduct by-elections 
into the Senate seats in Na-
sarawa, Borno and Zam-
fara States, as constituents 
lament non-representation 
in the National Assembly.

The vacancies were de-
clared following the emer-
gence of  Senators Abdullahi 
Adamu and Abubakar Kyari 
as the national chairman and 
deputy national chairman 

(North) of  the All Progres-
sives Congress respectively 
on March 26.

While Adamu represented 
Nasarawa West Senatorial 
District, Kyari represent-
ed Borno North until their 
resignation on April 12.

Also, Senator Muham-
mad Hassan Nasiha of  the 
Zamfara Central Senatorial 
District, on March 1, re-
signed after he was named 
as the Deputy Governor 
of  Zamfara State sequel to 
the removal of  Mahdi Ali-
yu-Gusau.

A human rights activist 
and constitutional lawyer, 
Dr. Mike Ozekhome (SAN) 
and some Civil Society Or-
ganisations in separate in-
terviews with The PUNCH, 
said the denial of  the Sena-
torial Districts representa-
tion amounted to great in-
justice and infringement on 
their legitimate rights.

Several calls SMS and 
WhatsApp messages by 
two correspondents of  the 
Punch for 48 hours to both 
INEC National Commis-
ioner and chairman (Infor-
mation and Voter Education 
Committee), Festus Okoye; 
and Chief  Press Secretary to 
the commision’s chairman, 
Rotimi Oyekanmi, were not 
replied despite initial prom-
ise to speak on the issue.

Ozekhome said, “It’s in-
excusable, egregious and 
politically unwise. Senators 
are direct representatives 
of  the people, hence three 
senatorial zones are created 
per state by the constitution. 
There are 109 Senators in 
Nigeria. Aside effective rep-
resentation of  their people, 
Senators also play crucial 
oversight roles in accord-
ance with Sections 88 and 
89 of  the 1999 constitution.

“They are also important 
in attracting constituency 
projects to their constituents 

and also in stabilizing their 
political parties in terms of  
voting numbers, whether in 
achieving one-third or two-
third majority votes.”

The Senior Programme 
Officer, Centre for Democra-
cy and Development, Austin 
Aigbe, said INEC may have 
been too occupied with the 
2023 elections.

According to him, while 
it was true that INEC has 
the responsibility to conduct 
elections to fill the vacancies 
occasioned by resignation 
and/or death within 30 days 
following the notification 
from the head of  Parliament, 
“it is also true that INEC 
seems to be more than ever 
focused on the 2023 general 
elections.”

He said, “This is a consti-
tutional matter, INEC must 
conduct these polls, if  it can 
confirm receipts from the 
President of  the Senate.

Whereas, the public know 
about the resignation of  the 
aforementioned, it doesn’t 
automatically mean that 
INEC is informed.

“I therefore, will want to 
charge the INEC to confirm 
receipt of  the notification 
from the Senate President. 
The National Assembly’s 
tenure ends in June 2023, 
there is still a long way to go 
for the people of  the affected 
Senatorial Districts, without 
a senatorial representative at 
the Senate.

“The security challenges 
notwithstanding, the elector-
al management body must 
show proof  while it should 
not be blamed for denying 
the people a constitutional 
representation at the Sen-
ate.”

The Director of  CDD, 
Idayat Hassan, also con-
firmed the position taken by 
Aigbe, saying “the issues of  
representation is important 
but no doubt the forthcom-

ing 2023 elections have pre-
occupied the attention of  the 
INEC.”

She said, “However it’s 
important they conduct elec-
tions into those constituen-
cies not to deny constituents 
of  representation.”

The Spokesperson of  Con-
cerned PDP League (also 
known as PDP Watchdog), 
Daboikiabo Warmate, de-
scribed the situation as “an 
unfortunate thing that INEC 
always have one excuse or 
the other not to do some 
things that are expedient.”

He said, “I just hope that 
INEC is not playing into the 
hands of  the ruling party at 
the expense of  the people 
from the various Senatorial 
Districts; if  that is the case, it 
will be very unfortunate and 
disappointing.

“INEC is supposed to 
conduct election within 90 
days after being notified as 
to not deny the good people 
of  those Senatorial Districts 
who have lost their voice and 
presence as a result of  the 
resignation or death of  their 
representatives in the upper 
chamber of  the parliament.

“That is why many of  us 
are advocating for a com-
pletely new constitution to 
address most of  these issues.”

The National Publicity 
Secretary of  New Nigeria 
Peoples Party, Major Agbo, 
said although the constitu-
ents have been denied rep-
resentation, the question is 
whether the Senate has de-
clared those seats vacant and 
written to INEC in accord-
ance with the Electoral Act 
2022 as amended.

He said, “By-elections are 
conducted by INEC after 
the Senate, House of  Repre-
sentatives or State House of  
Assembly, as the case may be 
declares a vacancy in the case 
of  resignation, death of  the 
affected constitutency seat.”
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A
frica’s public health 
agency says the conti-
nent of  1.3 billion peo-
ple still does not have 

a single dose of  the monkeypox 
vaccine, but “very advanced dis-
cussions” are underway with at 
least two partners.

The acting director of  the Af-
rica Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Ahmed Ogwell, 
told journalists on Thursday that 
he could not give details, but he 
said the partners are “largely mul-
tilateral institutions and non-Af-
rican governments.” There are 
no discussions with the private 
sector because all available dos-
es have already been bought by 
countries, he said.

Africa’s public health agency 
says it doesn’t know how many 
of  the continent’s reported mon-
keypox cases this year are in men 
who have sex with men, and it 
warned against “any stigmati-
zation” that might delay case 
reporting and affect the outbreak 
response.

But a clinical trial is underway 
in Congo for a vaccine, Jynne-
os, that’s under emergency use 
authorization, Ogwell said. 
The two-dose vaccine is consid-
ered the main medical weapon 
against the disease, but its availa-
bility is limited. The Africa CDC 
did not immediately respond to a 
question about details of  the trial.

More monkeypox deaths have 
been reported on the African 
continent this year than any-
where in the world. Since May, 
nearly 90 countries have reported 
more than 31,000 cases.

At least 2,947 monkeypox cas-
es have been reported in 11 Afri-

can countries this year, including 
104 deaths, but most of  the cases 
reported are suspect ones because 
the African continent also lacks 
enough diagnostic resources for 
thorough testing, the Africa CDC 
director said.

The lack of  vaccine doses and 
shortage of  diagnostics is an echo 
of  the challenges that Africa’s 54 
countries faced for months dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic as 
richer countries elsewhere raced 
to secure supplies.

The Africa director spoke as 

Africa CDC in ‘advanced’ talks 
to obtain monkeypox vaccines

This 2003 electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows mature, oval-shaped monkeypox virions 
and spherical immature virions obtained from a sample of human skin associated  with the 2003 prairie dog outbreak. 

U.S. Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken is on the final leg of  a 
three-country Africa visit, where 
he articulated Washington’s new 
strategy for engaging with sub-Sa-
haran African nations as “equal 
partners.” Earlier this week 
Blinken was in Congo, which has 
many of  the 136 new monkey-
pox cases reported across Africa 
in the past week.

The World Health Organiza-
tion classified the escalating out-
break of  the once-rare monkey-
pox disease as an international 

emergency in July; the U.S. de-
clared it a national emergency 
last week.

Outside of  Africa, 98% of  cas-
es are in men who have sex with 
men. With a limited global sup-
ply of  vaccines, authorities are 
racing to stop monkeypox before 
it becomes entrenched.

Monkeypox spread typically 
requires skin-to-skin or skin-to-
mouth contact with an infect-
ed patient’s lesions. People can 
also be infected through contact 
with the clothing or bedsheets of  

someone who has monkeypox 
lesions.

Most people infected with 
monkeypox recover without 
treatment, but it can cause more 
severe symptoms like brain in-
flammation and in rare cases, 
death. The version of  monkey-
pox spreading in Europe and 
North America has a lower fatali-
ty rate than the one circulating in 
Africa, where people have mostly 
been sickened after contact with 
infected wild animals like rodents 
and squirrels.

India woos Africa with trade, tech investment

I
ndia is trying to strengthen its 
longstanding ties to countries 
on the continent as New Del-
hi attempts to catch up with 

China, which has emerged as Af-
rica’s largest trading partner.

Over 40 high-level ministers and 
dozens of  businesspeople from 
various African countries visited 
India in July to attend a key in-
vestment meet aimed at boosting 
commercial relations between the 
two sides.

Addressing the two-day gather-
ing, attended by ministers from 
countries like Cameroon, Burkina 
Faso, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Sudan 
and Nigeria, India’s Foreign Min-
ister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 
highlighted that India’s bilater-
al trade with Africa “has now 
reached $89.5 billion (€86.45 bil-
lion) in 2021-2022 compared with 
$56 billion the previous year.”

India’s main exports to Africa 
are refined petroleum products 

and pharmaceuticals while Africa 
primarily exports crude oil, gold, 
coal and other minerals.

The South Asian nation’s Com-
merce and Industry Minister Pi-
yush Goyal, meanwhile, stressed 
New Delhi’s intent to reach a 
trade pact with Africa. This is be-
cause the economic outlook, in 
the long run, “is going to be prom-
ising for both India and Africa, 
because this is where the markets 
and opportunities are present,” he 
said at the conclave.

India has emerged as one of  the 
top five investors in Africa in re-
cent years, with cumulative invest-
ments on the continent amount-
ing to around $74 billion.

Mauritius, Mozambique, Su-
dan, Egypt and South Africa have 
been the top recipients of  Indian 
investments.

Indian companies are also in-
creasingly active in natural re-
source-rich countries such as 

Ghana and Nigeria.
A number of  Indian multina-

tionals already have significant 
interests in the region, with strate-
gic sectors including agribusiness, 
pharmaceuticals, information 
and communications technology 
(ICT), and energy.

Relations between India and Af-
rica go back a long way and both 
share a unique bond due to their 
shared colonial experience in the 
past.

While there’s an emphasis on 
zooming in on these historical ties, 
New Delhi’s relationship with Af-
rica has turned more strategic in 
recent times, said Barnaby Dye, a 
researcher focusing on the politics 
of  development in Africa at the 
University of  Manchester.

“South-South cooperation is a 
genuine instinct but there are other 
strategic worries like trade, securi-
ty, and countering China.”

China has emerged as Africa’s 

largest economic partner, with 
two-way trade worth $254 billion 
last year, a jump of  35% from 
2020.

Over the past decade, Beijing 
has pumped billions of  dollars 
into Africa, building roads, bridg-
es and power installations in re-
turn for access to markets and 
resources.

India has been wary of  China’s 
growing influence on the conti-
nent.

In 2015, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s government organized 
a summit in New Delhi to explore 
how to bolster India’s longstand-
ing ties to countries on the conti-
nent.

And in 2018, while addressing 
the Ugandan Parliament, Modi 
outlined what came to be known 
as the “Kampala Principles,” a set 
of  10 guiding principles for India’s 
engagement with Africa, includ-
ing Modi’s vision for how to pro-

mote economic growth and tackle 
challenges like terrorism and cli-
mate change.

“Africa will be at the top of  our 
priorities,” Modi said at the time.

New Delhi has also provided 
millions of  dollars in education-
al and humanitarian aid to boost 
its soft power. Africa is home to 
about 3 million Indian-origin peo-
ple, with more than 1 million of  
them calling South Africa home, 
while Kenya, Tanzania and Ugan-
da also have large numbers of  di-
aspora Indians.

“There’s a presence of  Indian 
diaspora because there was move-
ment between people from India 
to east Africa in colonial times,” 
said Ruchita Beri, an expert on 
Africa at the Institute for Defense 
Studies and Analyses in New Del-
hi. Veda Vaidyanathan, a policy 
researcher at Harvard University 
who specializes in Asia-Africa 
engagement, said that the large 
Indian diaspora contributed to the 
goodwill enjoyed by New Delhi in 
African capitals.
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South African Airways adjusts ticket
sales from Naira to Dollars
R

ather than going 
through the obvious 
and difficult process 

of  repatriating its funds 
out of  Nigeria, South Af-
rican Airways (SAA) has 
just announced that from 
Wednesday, August 10, 
2022, it will start adjust-
ing its tickets from naira 
to dollars with the aim of  
making it seamless for its 
funds to be repatriated to 
its home country rather 
than getting them trapped 
in Nigeria.

The development is com-
ing while the $450 million 
funds belonging to the for-
eign carriers operating in 
Nigeria have been trapped 
in the country.

In a statement issued and 
addressed to its trade part-
ners on Tuesday evening, 
the Southern African car-
rier declared that from 
Wednesday, August 10, 
2022, passengers can only 
issue Sold Inside Ticketed 
Inside (SITI), that is, trips 
emanating from Lagos-Jo-
hannesburg-Lagos tickets 
in naira.

In other words, all tick-
ets issued in Nigeria will 
be paid for in naira in line 
with the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) policy that 
tickets issued in the coun-

try should be paid for in 
naira.

The airline, however, 
added that all other tickets, 
such as Sold Outside Tick-
et Inside (SOTI) and Sold 
Outside Ticketed Outside 
(SOTO), that is, tickets 
issued outside, would be 
paid for in dollars.

Under the latest arrange-
ments, tickets sold outside 
and tickets issued outside 
the country would be is-
sued in dollars.

In the notice issued to 
its trade partners, the air-
line stated: “Please be in-
formed that effective from 
Wednesday 10th August 
2022, you can ONLY issue 
SITI (i.e. LOS-JNB-LOS) 
tickets in Naira. ALL oth-
er tickets, i.e. SOTI and 
SOTO, have to be issued in 
USD.

“Note only tickets with 
travel originating from Ni-
geria can be issued in nai-
ra”.

The latest announcement 
by South African Airways 
may have been triggered 
by the inability of  the over 
27 foreign carriers operat-
ing in Nigeria to repatriate 
their accumulated $450 
million funds trapped in 
the CBN without any hope 
of  getting the funds back to 

Ikpeazu, Deputy, Senator Theodore Orji during  Nwakodo’s burial.

their home countries.
Many of  the foreign 

carriers, out of  frustra-
tion, have introduced oth-
er tough policies that will 

help cushion the impact of  
the trapped funds on their 
operations.

Such policies, which 
include an increase in 

fares on the different in-
ternational routes and the 
suspension of  the sale of  
cheaper tickets, have sub-
jected Nigerian travellers 

to serious hardships with 
the fares on the Nigerian 
route becoming the most 
expensive in the sub-re-
gion.

Caretaker committee inaugurated in Abia 
NAWOJ
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairman of  Ni-
gerua Union of  Jour-
nalist, Comrade Victor 

Ndukwe has inaugurated the 
Abia State chapter of  Na-
tional Association of  Wom-
en Journalists (NAWOJ).

The Caretaker Committee 
has Mrs Oluchi Lechi-Ike-
chukwu as the Chairperson 
while Juliet Meregini was 
inaugurated as the Secretary.

    Other Members of  the 
Abia NAWOJ are Peace 
Agbo, Joyce Nwabuisi and 
Charity Uwakwe.

    In his address during the 
inauguration held at NUJ 
press centre, Umuahia, the 
State Chairman of  NUJ , 
Comrade Victor Ndukwe 
charged the members of  the 
committee  to “go back and 
get all your members into the 
fold.”

     Comrade  Ndukwe 
mandated them to com-
mence  regular meetings 
which will rejig the associ-
ation towards conducting a 
credible election in the State 
while assuring them that the 
National Body of  NAWOJ 
and the State Council of  the 
NUJ were solidly behind 
them in carrying out their as-
signments.

Ndukwe who expressed 
disappointment with recent 
reports indicating that Abia 
NAWOJ was at low ebb in 
performance, charged the 
new executive of  the associ-

ation to return Abia NAWOJ 
to her old glory.

    In their remarks,a vet -
eran Journalists Elder Joe 
Akwarandu, Chairman 
Correspondents Chapel of  
the NUJ Chief  (Journalist)  
Obinna Ibe, BCA Chapel 
Counterpart Comrade Chuk-
wuma Emele, the Treasurer 
Abia NUJ Comrade Chi-
ka Orji-Nwoke and the Fi-
nance Secretary NUJ Abia 
State Council,Mrs Chibuzor 
Maduka-Iroh all  enjoined 
the Caretaker Committee 
Members to hit the ground 
running and ensure the unity 
of  the association in the state.

 Responding ,the Chairper-
son, Caretaker committee of  
NAWOJ Abia State Chapter, 
Mrs Oluchi Lechi-Ikechuk-
wu thanked the national 
body of  NAWOJ and  Abia 
State Council of  NUJ for 
finding the members of  the 
executive worthy to lead the 
prestigious group.

She  assured that under her 
leadership, everybody would 
be carried along, adding that 
a credible election would be 
conducted to usher in a new 
era in Abia NAWOJ. 

She further noted that her 
team would embark on cour-
tesy calls and also reconcile 

every differences in the Abia 
State chapter of  NAWOJ and 
solicited the support of  all 
members.

The Chairperson who ac-
knowledged that the tasks 
ahead of  her team were 
enormous, assured that with 
the grace of  God and sup-
port from members, Abia 
NAWOJ would come out 
stronger, focused, co-ordinat-
ed  and more united.

The Committee has three 
months to deliver on its 
mandate. Many  journalists 
drawn from different chapels 
were present to witness the 
inauguration.

Senate gives 48-hour ultimatum to NIMASA 
to produce evidence on $5m legal fees

T
he Senate Commit-
tee on Public Ac-
counts (SPAC), has 

issued a 48-hour ultima-
tum to the Nigerian Mar-
itime Administration and 
Safety Agency (NIMASA) 
to show documents on 
payment of  $5 million le-
gal fees.

The panel had invited 
the management of  NI-
MASA to explain why 
the money was paid for 
service allegedly not ren-
dered.

At resumption of  the 
hearing, the representative 
of  NIMASA, Olamide 
Olusanya, told the com-

mittee that the matter was 
in court. But the commit-
tee turned down the sub-
mission, asking the agency 
to make presentation on 
information at its disposal 
on payment of  the fees.

The official told law-
makers that the agency 
was directed by the then 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation to issue the 
payment.

Asked whether the Pres-
idency directed the agency 
to pay the fees, Olusan-
ya said there was no such 
order. He, however, said 
there was a letter from the 
Senior Special Assistant to 

the President on Admin-
istration authorising the 
payment.

The chairman, conse-
quently, ordered the agen-
cy to present documents 
relating to the payment by 
tomorrow, so that the com-
mittee can take a final de-
cision on the matter.

He said: “We need the 
detail of  the payment. Go 
back to your archives and 
bring it.”

Another member of  
the committee, Senator 
Abdullahi Danbaba, said 
there was no basis for mak-
ing the payment, urging 
that the money should be 
recovered from law firm.

Demolition of illegal structures 
begins in markets within Onit-
sha South LGA
 From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he newly Transition 
Committee Chair-
man for Onitsha 

South Area Council, Mr 
Emeka Orji has pledged 
his commitment to deliver 
on the mandate of  restor-
ing the area to its lost glory.

Mr Orji stated this at the 
commencement of  demo-
lition of  illegal structures 
within the markets in the 
area, on Tuesday.

The demolition exer-
cise took him and the 
team round Port-Harcourt 
Road, Ogbo Rod, Bridge 
Head Market, Allied tools 
markets, Ogbosisi Market 
among others.

While inspecting some 
buildings constructed 
along drainage channel 
in the area, the Chairman 
gave the traders fourteen 
days ultimatum to evacu-
ate their drainage and re-
move wares displayed on 
top of  the drainage chan-
nels to enhance free flow 
of  water.

According to him, the 
exercise had become neces-
sary in line with Governor 
Soludo’s urban renewal 
initiative for a liveable and 
prosperous home land and 
announced that his ad-
ministration targets service 
delivery impact with the 
vision of  addressing infra-
structural problems in the 
area.

He revealed that plans for 
the establishment of  a fire 
service station, health facil-
ity across all the markets in 
Onitsha South, as well as 
provision of  ultra-modern 
playground for recreational 
activities for the citizenry 
are under way.

At Life Breweries PLC, 
Mr Orji cautioned against 
land encroachment be-
yond government approval 
boundary.

Similarly, at the Bridge 
Head market, Mr Orji 
tasked the Chairman of  the 
market, Mr. Chukwuleta 
Ndubuisi to assist on the 
issue of  environmental san-
itation of  the Market.
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By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State governor 
Chief  David Umahi 
has called on Stake-

holders in the Education 
Sector to rally round to 
ensure timely end to the 
lingering ASUU strike for 
the sake of  the future of  the 
Nation.

The governor who made 
the call when he received a 
delegation of  the Board of  
Trustees of  the Nigeria Po-
lice Trust Fund led by Chief  
Ben Akabueze in Abakaliki 
urged the negotiating par-
ties to show understanding 
to resolve the impasse and 
reopen universities

Gov Umahi demands end to ASUU strike
Umahi who further called 

for the review of  the Nigeria 
education system with more 
emphasis on vocational ed-
ucation, said ASUU and 
the Federal Government 
should be ready to meet 
each other halfway so that 
the strike can be called off  
while the implementation 
will take a gradual process. 

According to him, “Our 
basic problem in this coun-
try remains security, health 
and education. Let me say 
a little about education, 
which is in our public do-
main and which the ASUU 
strike is and I think that our 
education system is not be-
ing properly educated”.

“University education is 

Traders sensitized on keeping consumer rights, led by DG, Imo CPC, Obioma Okafor,  
recently in Owerri.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

not for everybody and that 
is the truth. The basic edu-
cation every country strives 
to attain is secondary school 
and vocational schools. 

These are the basic 
schools and when you have 
these qualifications, you 
will be able to use them ei-
ther to start up something 
or to be able to use it to be 
employed and while you are 
in employment, if  you don’t 
have the mercy you will be 
able to aspire to university 
education.

 “There is a need to review 
our educational system, it 
mustn’t be for everybody. 
I am not ashamed that I 
have a first degree and my 
Deputy is a Ph.D holder, 

it doesn’t matter. It is what 
you bring on board. So, I 
cannot see how we cannot 
sit down with our ASUU 
leaders and iron out this 
problem about the ASUU 
strike.

 “I have gone through 
social media, read newspa-
pers, how students got into 
trouble just by sitting at 
home or engaging in means 
of  keeping themselves busy 
instead of  being in schools. 
There is no way the country 
will go and borrow N1.1tril-
lion to meet ASUU’s de-
mand, it’s quite unreason-
able. Are their demands 
genuine? Yes, but we can 

start little by little.
“There must be a com-

mitment on the side of  both 
parties, that look, ASUU 
is not asking this to take to 
their houses so to say, they 
are asking it for our children 
to better the infrastructure, 
to better the lecturers and 
the students. 

Yes, but we can start with 
a fraction of  that and then 
have a programme that will 
run on the platform of  sin-
cerity to address all the lots.

“But let me also say that 
most of  the time, our peo-
ple have a low appetite 
for maintenance of  pub-
lic works. No matter how 

much you deploy to these 
universities, unless the us-
ers, the industry, and the 
regulators, unless they begin 
to treat public infrastructure 
as their own in the various 
universities, it will continue 
to go bad no matter how 
much the federal govern-
ment deploys it.

 “So, it is important for 
ASUU to show some un-
derstanding and for those 
who are negotiating on the 
side of  the government to 
also show some understand-
ing. Let’s meet ourselves 
halfway and then open the 
schools to save the fate of  
our children”, he stated.

-

-

-

Imo Govt approves relocation of Okigwe 
Cattle Market

By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Government 
has approved the reloca-
tion of  the cattle market 

in Okigwe to a new loca-
tion. 

This was part of  the res-
olutions of  the State Ex-
ecutive Council, after its 
weekly Executive Council 
meeting, at the State Exec-
utive Council Chambers, 
Government House Ower-
ri on Wednesday, as com-
municated to government 
House correspondents by 
the Special Adviser to the 
governor on Political Mat-
ters and head of  the state 
Political Bureau.

He said the present loca-
tion of  the market was close 
to boundary between Imo 
and Abia, making it difficult 
to ascertain which state to 
take responsibility for their 
actions or when anything 
happens to them.

“There has been a lot of  
claimants to the land, as 
to those who are entitled 
to what comes out of  the 
place between communities 
in Imo and Abia. If  we are 

able to resettle those who 
want to operate in Imo to a 
particular location, we will 
be able to have a database 
of  operators of  the market 
in Imo, so if  anything un-
toward happens, we will be 
able to know who to refer to.

“A lot of  time people com-
plain about illegal occupa-
tion of  farmlands by cattle 
rearers. If  we are able to get 
them together at a particular 
location, under the territo-
ry of  Imo State, it will help 
us to control their activities 
and assure our people that 
nothing untoward will hap-
pen to them by the presence 
of  the cattle breeders”.

He said council direct-
ed the Commissioner for 
Labour and productivity, 
Commissioner for Finance 
and the Chief  Economic 
Adviser to the Governor, 
to quickly create employ-
ment opportunities for Imo 
youths in the digital econo-
my world, as Commissioner 
of  Finance is expected to 
incorporate aspects of  the 
NG-Cares Programme to 
see that youths of  the state 
get quickly engaged.

“For example, if  you are 

a graphics designer, you can 
get job, even from people 
overseas”.

He said Council com-
mended Imo Grasshoppers 
female handball team for 
qualifying to represent Nige-
ria at African handball tour-
nament in Tunisia, coming 
up between September and 
October 2022.

Also according to Onueg-
bu, Council gave approval 
for the formalization of  the 
Imo Vigilante outfit, pop-
ularly called Ebubeagu, 
which had been given a 
legal backing by a law of  
the Imo State House of  As-
sembly. He said the formal 
presentation/ launching of  
the security outfit will be on 
August 23.

Also according to Onueg-
bu, Council also commend-
ed Governor Uzodimma for 
exploring the cordial rela-
tionship between the state 
and federal government to 
amicably settle the state’s 
indebtedness to the Assets 
Management Corporation 
of  Nigeria (AMCON) to 
reclaim ownership of  Imo 
Standard Shoe Industry for 
the state.

Obi ‘ll halt insecurity, revive economy
- Support Group 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group, Peter Obi lib-
eration movement 
has condemned 

the poor handling of  Nige-
ria’s economy, security and 
youth unemployment.

The group made the ob-
servation in Umuahia dur-
ing the inauguration of  the 
leadership and members of  
Peter Obi liberation move-
ment for Umuahia zone.

The group observed that 
the continuous slide of  Ni-
geria in insecurity and the 
widening gap of  hunger and 
unemployment, occasioned 
by the present government’s 
poor handling of  the the na-
tion’s affairs, make it imper-
ative for a shift in leadership 
choice.

And to this end, the group 
has drummed support for 
the election of  Mr Peter 

Obi as Nigeria’s president in 
2023 and promised to mobi-
lize thousands of  Voter’s to 
achieve the goal.

The pro-Obi group noted 
that the entrance of  the for-
mer Anambra State Gover-
nor into the presidential race 
has provided Nigerians with 
the ultimate alternative to 
many years of  failure by the 
APC and PDP.

During the meeting, Com-
rade Onuoha Chidi Moses 
was inaugurated as the coor-
dinator of  Peter Obi libera-
tion movement for Umuahia 
zone.

In his inaugural speech, 
the coordinator of  Peter 
Obi liberation movement, 
Comrade Onuoha Chidi 
expressed his determination 
to lead the support group 
in the tasks of  actualising 
the election of  the Labour 
Party’s candidate, as Nige-
ria’s President as well as the 

emergence of  people-orient-
ed leadership in Abia State.

Moses, who made it clear 
that there was need for a 
migration from the present 
instability and crashing secu-
rity, appealed to well -mean-
ing Nigerians, especially the 
unemployed and underem-
ployed youths, to key into 
the Peter Obi and Labour 
Party train.

He further noted that with 
his track records in business 
management and gener-
al administration, Mr Obi 
would fix the country and 
transform it to industrial 
base, if  elected.

The coordinator pointed 
out that his years of  activ-
ities against societal errors 
date back to his days in the 
university.

He also promised a meet-
ing between the liberation 
movement and the guber 
candidate of  Labour Party 
in Abia, Dr Alex Otti.

… Exco Council approves Ebubeagu, sets for formal 
presentation

Ebonyi govt donates N18m to victims
of Ekeaja market collapse

b o n y i  s t a t e Egovernment has 
announced the 

donation of  Eighteen 
Mill ion Naira (N18, 
000,000.00) to victims of 
Ekeaja market collapse, 

Uburu in Ohaozara LGA 
of  Ebonyi state. 
 The state commissioner 

for information and state 
o r i e n t a t i o n  B a r r 
U c h e n n a  O r j i 
announced this while 
briefing journalists after 
the  S ta te  Execut ive 
c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n 
Abakaliki. He said: Exco 
received a memo from 
the Principal Secretary 
for financial assistance to 
those who were affected 
by the building collapse 
on the 13th of  May, 2022 
at Ekaja Market in Uburu 
i n  O h a oz a r a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  

Ebonyi State.”
 " E XC O  n o t e d  t h e 

conditions of  the affected 
persons and approved the 
total sum of  Eighteen 
Million Naira (N18, 
000,000.00) for all the 
v i c t i m s  a n d  o t h e r 
affected persons in the 
b u i l d i n g  c o l l a p s e 
incident".
   Recall that more than 

t h r e e  p e r s o n s  we r e 
reportedly died while too 
many were injured when 
the roof  of  an open 
market stall in a market 
in Ebonyi caved-in. The 
incident happened at 
Ekeaja market square, 
Uburu, the home town of  
Governor David Umahi.

By David Eze,
Abakaliki



ovie premieres Mare an excellent 
opportunity to 

feed ourselves with the 
most elite fashion from our 
favourite celebrities.

T h e  S e t  U p  2 
p r e m i e r e d  o v e r  t h e 
weekend and as usual, 
your favourite celebrities 
s t e p p e d  o u t  l o o k i n g 
gorgeous and fabulous. 

Here are our best 
dressed; 

Lily Afegbai 
L i l y ' s  h i g h  s l i t 

Fuschia pink blazer gown 
was simply gorgeous, It 
was sexy yet  not too 

corporate plus the way she 
sleeked her hair back, we 
loved to see it. 

Tope Olowoniyan 
Tope was dishing out 

sexy and we were gobbling 
it all up. The black and 
nude cut-out and the sleek 
back hair are certainly very 
old Hollywood glamour. 

Adesua Etomi 
Adesua showed up 

and showed out in this red 
bejewelled shoulderless 
dress with side ruffles. 

Idia Aisien 
Idia in black latex 

certainly looked hot, not to 
mention her red glossy 

lips. 
Kate Henshaw 
H o w  d o  r o c k  a 

jumpsuit? Kate shows us 
how to in this amazingly 
well-fitted jumpsuit. 

Worst dressed 
Nancy Isime 
Nancy is known to 

slay, but we couldn't help 
m e  w o n d e r  w h a t 
h a p p e n e d  w i t h  t h i s 
jumpsuit, the fit was off. 

Jemima Osunde 
We love Jemima but 

once again, jumpsuit gone 
wrong,  so  much was 
happening. We didn't like 
the 3/4 shorts. 
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h a t  k i n d  o f  

Ws e x u a l 
dynamics show 

up in sex dreams? 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

American Academy of  
Sleep Medicine (AASM), 
sexual intercourse is the 
most frequent content for 
both men and women. 
F o l l o w e d  b y  s e x u a l 
propositions, kissing and, 
lastly, masturbation. 

sexual content in sex 
dreams 

But orgasms or not, sex 
dreams are not to be taken 
literally. Inside the nitty-

here was a time Twhen the saying, 'we 
will not inherit the 

silence of  our mothers' was 
trending, we think it's time 
to bring that saying back.

Even though marriage 
is a vow, it is also a contract, 
which means if  one person 
breaks the terms of  the 
contract, no one will fault 
the other person for leaving; 

Here are some signs 
women need to leave their 
marriages: 

1. One time adultery 
You have every right to 

leave the marriage if  he 
cheats, even if  it is once. 
Though it is still a forgivable 
offence, perhaps it was one 
time when you both were 
having problems. 

Many people forgive 
adultery and still go on with 
their marriage, but if  you 
can't live with it, fine. 

Here's why adultery 
e ve n  o n c e  i s  e n o u g h 
because it is possible he has 
numerous children outside 
your marriage, and it was 

indeed not the first time. 
2. He keeps cheating on 

you 
This  i s  cont inuous 

adultery, adultery that never 
stops, serially cheating. 

Just when you think he 
ha s  one  m i s t r e s s,  you 
discover that they are five. 

It 's  disrespectful to 
yourself  to stay in such a 
marriage, and anyone who 
says they love you but 
continues to hurt you is a 

manipulator. 
3. He gave you STIS 
He isn't only sleeping 

around, but he is doing so 
without protection and now 
your vagina is infected with 
all sorts. 

Marriage is about trust 
and if  you can't trust your 
partner in bed, then move on 
quickly. 

4.  He is  physical ly 
abusive 

If  he hits, beats, shoves, 

slaps or threatens to do this 
to get you to obey him or 
conform to his behaviour, 
then you need to run away as 
far as possible. 

Even if  you have no 
money, your life is way more 
important. You can also 
report him to the police, 
family, and community 
members, so you are taken 
care of. 

5. He takes your money 
If  he steals from you, 

then sis he has to go. The fact 
that you keep working and 
he continues to take your 
m o n e y  w i t h o u t  y o u r 
permission shows he doesn't 
care about you. 

M e n  l o v e  t o  b e 
providers, if  he enjoys that 
you are the only one slaving 
away and not only that, he 
swindles you of  your income 
then you got to leave him. 

No one is saying leaving 
a marriage is easy especially 
when kids are involved, but 
often the repercussions of  
not leaving a toxic marriage 
on your mental and physical 
health are beyond words. 

ince we are here, let's 

Squickly give you tips 
that'll let you know 

when to start dating again 
1. You've moved on 

from your last relationship 
If  your last relationship 

ended badly and broke your 
heart in many places, it is OK 
to want to take time off. If  
that is why you are single, it 
makes sense. But if  you have 
healed completely,  and 
things that hurt you do not 
hurt anymore, it may be time 
to try again. 

2. You're ready 
For those who have 

been single forever and have 
really never been in any prior 
relationship, all you need is a 
feeling of  readiness. Once 
you get the vibe and you feel 
ready to do it, then there's 
nothing stopping you. Ignore 
all the 'streets are rugged' talks 
and just go for it. 

If  you meet someone 
who seems like the real deal, 
maybe it's time to actually let 
go and give love another try. 

3. You meet the real 
deal 

Opportunity may come 
more than once, but people 
may not. So if  you meet 
someone who seems like the 

real deal, if  they treat you 
right and make promises that 
you feel good about, maybe 
it's time to actually let go of  
your fears and give love a try. 

T h e r e  a r e  n o 
assurances, of  course, but 
when someone shows a 
reasonable amount of  effort 
and commitment to being 
with you, maybe you should 
give them a chance and see 
where that road leads. 

4. You know yourself  
better 

O k ,  m a y b e  n o t 
perfectly, but you understand 
yo u r s e l f  e n o u g h ,  l ove 
yourself  enough and have 
b e c o m e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 
enough to involve someone 
else in the picture. When 
your emotions are stable, 
your  unders tanding of  
emotional intelligence is 
great and you've practically 
mastered taking care of  
yourself, maybe venturing 
into a relationship shouldn't 
scare you as much anymore. 

5. You're always saying 
'God when' 

Well, take this article as 
a sign from God: the time is 
no

g r i t ty  de ta i l s  o f  each 
content of  a sex dream lie 
themes that are worth 
keeping in mind. 

1. Link past feelings 
with the present 

Sex with an ex is one of  
t h e  c o m m o n  o n e s . 
Notwithstanding how you 
feel about that particular ex, 
each partner you have 
shared your life with is 
stored in a single mental 
file. This file also includes 
other crucial relationships. 

Sex dreams link the 
past to the present 

According to expert 
d r e a m  a n a ly s t  L ay n e 
D a l f e n ,  s e x  d r e a m s 
involving past lovers reveals 
e x p e r i e n c e s  y o u  a r e 
currently having that you 
associated with that ex. 
When you are feel ing 
rejected, neglected, your 
dreams take on a past lover 
who made you feel that 
way. 

Q u e s t i o n  t o  a s k 
yourself: “What things come 
up when I think of  that 
person?" There's likely a 
connection, good or bad, 
with your present reality. 

2. Qualities you want 
to develop in yourself  

In this case, think of  
s l ee p ing  wi th  ce r ta in 
characters in your dreams 
as a way of  trying to get 
characteristics you desire 
for yourself. 

Qualities you want to 
develop in yourself  

If  you are experiencing 
anx ie ty  and  s t r e s s  in 
situations where you are 
required to speak up or take 
action, your sex dream 
might present you people 
y o u  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h 
authority, assertiveness, like 

your boss. 
In that scenario, your 

b r a i n  i s  a c t i n g  o u t 
something you fee l  i s 
missing in your life. 

Good news is, if  you 
are cozying up with a 
particular characteristic in 
your dream life, chances are 
you are close to embodying 
it in real life. 

C h e a t i n g  i n  y o u r 
dreams 

I f  y o u  a r e  i n  a 
relationship, these dreams 
can come in the form of  
cheating. This happens for 
two reasons:  there 's  a 
quality in that person that 
catches your attention. Or 
you are getting intimate 
with a part of  yourself  
through someone else. 
Most likely a part of  you 
tha t  i s  suppre s sed  o r 
repressed in your waking 
life. 

C h e a t i n g  i n  y o u r 
dreams 

Despite that, dreams 
that involve cheating can be 
literal due to feelings of  
dissatisfaction and being 
unfulfilled. Your mind 
conjures up dreams for an 
escape. 

3. Reflecting present 
day situations 

W h a t  a b o u t  s e x 
d r e a m s  t h a t  i n v o l v e 
sleeping with someone you 
would never consider or 
want to sleep with in real 
life? 

Consider this, is there 
something you recently did 
and enjoyed so much, but 
prior to that moment you 
had  never  cons idered 
doing? 

Sky diving 
T h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s 

mirrors real life experiences 
in dreams, as strange as it's 
abstract scenarios might be. 

4. ...you could just be 
super horny 

Your body might be 
trying to remind you what 
feeling good is like and 
kicking you to get some 
action. 

Sex dreams, like other 
dreams, are specific to the 
dreamer's waking life and 
t h e  t a k e  o n  i m a g e s , 
metaphors and content 
from personal associations 
and life experiences. 

There's no one-size-
f i t s - a l l  s e x  d r e a m 
interpretation for everyone. 
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4 things your sex dreams are trying to tell you 

For women: How to know when to call your marriage
quits 

Signs you’re ready to be
in a relationship after
being single for so long
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o u n g s t e r s  a r e Ybesotted by an array 
of  energy drinks 

lining the shelves alongside 
aerated drinks.

But does a dose of  
energy these cans and bottles 

hough unknown to Tmany, the usage of  
pawpaw and its 

products for medicinal 
purposes is on the rise. 
And this is not limited to 
n a t u r a l  h e a l t h 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a l o n e, 
doctors as well as nurses 
also encourage its use. 

T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t 
pawpaw, as a fruit, is being 
enjoyed for its sweetness 
across the world, but 
r e s e a r c h  i s  s t e a d i l y 
showing that its delicious 
content is less important in 
comparison to its health 
benefits. 

However, while the 
f r u i t  i s  p a c k e d  w i t h 
nutritional value, other 
parts of  pawpaw from its 
seeds to its peels, to its 
leaves and many more are 
also known to be very 
beneficial to our health. 

As a matter of  fact, it is 
reputed to carry the most 
health benefits of  any 
fruit. 

With a lot of  hidden 
benefits for skin, health 
and hair, coupled with its 
deliciousness, pawpaw 
now ranks as one of  the 
most  benef ic ia l  g i f t s 
nature has blessed us with. 

What are the health 
benefits of Pawpaw? 

T h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
pawpaw, which is also 
known as papaya are 
appreciated only as the 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  i t s 
nutritional content is 

made known. 
P a p a y a  c o n t a i n s 

d ie ta r y  f ibe r,  fo la te, 
vitamin A, C and E. It also 
contains small amount of  
calcium, iron, riboflavin, 
thiamine and niacin. 

Pawpaw is very rich in 
ant ioxidant  nutr ients 
flavonoids and carotenes; 
very high in vitamin C plus 
A, and low in calories and 
sodium. It also contains 
the following: 

Vitamin A
Vitamin C
Vitamin E
Calcium
Iron
Riboflavin
Thiamine

Niacin
O w i n g  t o  a b o v e 

information, it becomes 
easy to understand why 
p a w p a w  i s  r e p u t e d 
amongst other fruits for 
being the most beneficial 
when it comes to health. 

Here are some of  the 
health benefits of  pawpaw 

1. It lowers cholesterol 
Papayas are rich in 

f ibre,  v i tamin C and 
antioxidants that prevent 
cholesterol buildup in the 
a r t e r i e s .  To o  m u c h 
cholesterol build-up can 
block the arteries, causing 
a heart attack. 

But with pawpaw, the 
b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h e 

cholesterol in the arteries, 
is made impossible. 

2 .  I t  he lps  boosts 
immunity 

I t  i s  impor tant  to 
realize that your immune 
system is your first line of  
defence against various 
infections that can make 
you really sick. 

Amazingly, a single 
papaya can fulfil more 
than 200% of  your daily 
requirement of  Vitamin C, 
making it great agent of  a 
stronger immune system. 

3. Great eye care 
Papayas are rich in 

Vitamin A and flavonoids 
l i k e  b e t a - c a r o t e n e , 
z e a x a n t h i n , 

cryptoxanthin and lutein, 
which keep the mucous 
membranes in the eyes 
healthy, preventing them 
from damage. 

Also, the Vitamin A in 
pawpaw helps prevents the 
deve lopment  o f  age -
r e l a t e d  m a c u l a r 
degeneration 

4 .  H e l p s  e a s e 
menstrual pain 

Although this might 
sound a bit strange, it is 
t r u e .  W o m e n  w h o 
experience menstrual pain 
should help themselves to 
several servings of  papaya 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a n 
enzyme in pawpaw called 
papain. This papain helps 

in regulating and easing 
flow during menstrual 
periods. 

5. Promotes hair 
growth 

Apart from keeping 
t h e  s k i n  h e a l t h y, 
p a p a y a s  a r e  v e r y 
e f f e c t i v e  f o r 
maintaining healthy 
hair. Vitamin A in them 
i s  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e 
production of  sebum, a 
c o m p o u n d  t h a t  i s 
crucial for keeping the 
hair smooth, shiny and 
moisturized. 

6 .  A n t i c a n c e r 
properties 

Researchers have 
come to discover that 
papayas are effective 
a g a i n s t  b r e a s t , 
pancreatic and other 
cancers. 

Additionally, a recent 
experiment showed that 
p a p aya  l e a f  e x t r a c t 
contains anti-carcinogenic 
p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e 
effective against tumor 
cells. 

7. Anti-inflammatory 
effects 

The enzymes present 
in papayas, especially the 
papain and chymopapain, 
reduce the inflammation 
in different parts of  the 
body. 

Note 
It's important to note 

that Papaya is classified as 
a harmful substance for 
pregnant women. It is 
considered as a 'hot' fruit. 

T h e r e  i s  a  h i g h 
concentration of  latex in 
r a w  a n d  s e m i - r i p e 
papayas, which can cause 
uterine contractions and 
might lead to abortions. 

I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e , 
advisable for expectant 
mothers to avoid eating 
raw pawpaw. 

Also, consuming large 
quantities of  papaya can 
cause a powerful laxative 
effect in the intestines. 
A v o i d  e a t i n g  l a r g e 
quantities of  papaya, 
especially if  it is in its raw 
form.  Unripe  or  raw 
papaya can cause pain in 
the intestines or stomach, 
and can sometimes cause 
esophageal perforations. 

making you feel fresh and 
energised. And too much 
caffeine can cause jitters, a 
fast heartbeat, and trouble 
sleeping. 

Also, though the sugar 
provides a burst of  energy, 

watch out for a phenomenon 
called 'sugar crash' — when 
this energy wears off. This 
makes one feel very tired all 
over again. 

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
quinine, that's used in drinks 

for giving them the fizz, is 
anyway bad for the bones. 
Further, the high sugar 
content can lead to weight 
gain, and also cause cavities. 

Addiction trouble 
C a f f e i n e  c a n  b e 

addictive, whether it's tea, 
coffee or energy drinks. So in 
case you don't happen to find 
one, you may get headaches, 
become cranky or feel tired 
for a few days. 

Source of vitamins and 
amino acids 

Most energy drinks 
c l a i m  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
vitamins and even amino 
acids, popular with those 
h igh  on  bodybu i ld ing. 
However, it's much cheaper 
and safer to get from multi-
v i t a m i n  s u p p l e m e n t s 
instead. 

Or better, follow a well-
balanced diet and opt for 
al ternatives in form of  
natural juices. 

Grapefruit juice and 
o r a n g e  j u i c e  a s  g o o d 

alternatives to replenish the 
lost electrolytes after physical 
activity. 

Go natural 
Energy drinks should 

not be confused with sports 
drinks 

It doesn't replace water 
and minerals one loses when 
one sweats. In fact, caffeine 
can actually make you more 
dehydrated. Simply drink 
water instead. 

And never combine 
energy drinks with alcohol. It 
can be dangerous because 
alcohol is a depressant, while 
t h e  e n e r g y  d r i n k  i s  a 
stimulant. Having them 
together may limit your 
body's ability to realise how 
much alcohol you drank, as 
it'll give you the feeling that 
you are not impaired. Also, it 
can cause bad dehydration. 
Due to the combined effect 
of  the alcohol  and the 
caffeine in the energy drink, 
you may urinate more often. 

offer really help? Read on to 
know: 

Caffeine kicks and 
sugary threats 

Energy drinks have a 
very high content of  caffeine 
and sugar that work at 

Energy drinks: The side effects of taking these drinks 

Pawpaw:  The health benefits of this fruit will blow your mind 
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G
ul Agha Jalali used 
to spend his nights 
planting bombs -- 
hoping to target an 

Afghan government soldier or, 
better still, a foreign service-
man. 

These days, the 23-year-old 
Taliban member is studying 
English and has enrolled in a 
computer science course in the 
capital, Kabul.

“When our country was oc-
cupied by infidels, we needed 
bombs, mortars and guns,” 
says Jalali, an employee at the 
Ministry of  Transport and Civ-
il Aviation.

Now there is a greater need 
for education, he told AFP.

Since the Taliban swept back 
to power in August last year, 
hundreds of  fighters have re-
turned to school -- either on 
their own or pushed by their 
commanders.

The word “Taliban” actu-
ally means “students” in Ara-
bic, and the hardline Islamist 
movement’s name stems from 
the religious schools in south-
ern Afghanistan it emerged 
from in the 1990s.

Most Taliban fighters were 
educated in these madrassas, 
where studies are largely limit-
ed to the Koran and other Is-
lamic themes.

Many conservative Afghan 
clerics -- particularly among 
the Taliban -- are sceptical of  
more modern education, apart 
from subjects than can be ap-

plied practically, such as engi-
neering or medicine.

“The world is evolving, we 
need technology and develop-
ment,” said Jalali, who planted 
bombs for five years but is now 
among a dozen Taliban study-
ing computers at the transport 
ministry.

The desire of  fighters like 
Jalali to go back to school 
showed Afghans yearned for 
education, government spokes-
man Bilal Karimi said.

“Many motivated muja-
hideen who had not complet-
ed their studies reached out to 
educational institutions and are 
now studying their favourite 
courses,” he told AFP.

But education is a hugely 
problematic issue in the coun-
try, with secondary school 
girls barred from classes since 
the Taliban returned to power 
-- and no sign of  them being 
allowed back despite promises 
from some in the leadership.

While the earlier curriculum 
largely remains the same, stud-
ies on music and sculpture have 
been scrapped at schools and 
universities, which are suffering 
a paucity of  teachers and lec-
turers following an exodus of  
Afghanistan’s educated elite.

But some Taliban students, 
like Jalali, have big plans.

Kabul’s Muslim Institute has 
a student body of  around 3,000 
-- half  of  them women -- and 
includes some 300 Taliban 
fighters, many distinctive with 

Taliban fighters swap arms for books
as hundreds return to school

The desire of Taliban �ghters to go to school shows that Afghans yearn for education, a government minister says.

their bushy beards and turbans.
On a recent tour, AFP saw 

one Taliban fighter retrieve a 
pistol from a locker room at the 
end of  his lessons -- an incon-
gruous sight in a pastel-colour-
ed room adorned with posters 
of  smiling co-ed students.

“When they arrive, they hand 
over their weapons. They don’t 
use force or take advantage of  
their position,” said an institute 
official who asked not to be 
named.

Amanullah Mubariz was 18 
when he joined the Taliban 
but never gave up his desire to 
study.

“I applied to a university in 
India, but I failed my English 

test,” said Mubariz, now 25, 
declining to reveal his current 
position in the Taliban.

“That’s why I enrolled here,” 
he said, referring to the Muslim 
Institute.

Mohammad Sabir, in con-
trast, is happy to admit he 
works for the Taliban’s intelli-
gence agency despite also being 
a student at the private Dawat 
University.

“I resumed my studies this 
year after the victory of  the 
Islamic Emirate,” he says, his 
long hair and eyes lined with 
traditional kohl eyeliner peek-
ing out from beneath a white 
turban.

Like Jalali, he paused his ed-

ucation to join the Taliban and 
also planted bombs and carried 
out ambushes with his brother 
in Wardak province.

All the Taliban students AFP 
spoke to said they wanted to 
use their education to help de-
velop the country, so how do 
they feel about girls being de-
prived of  that opportunity?

“Personally, as a young man, 
a student and a member of  the 
Emirate, I think that they have 
the right to education,” said 
Mubariz.

“They can serve our country 
the way we are doing.”

“This country needs them 
as much as it needs us,” added 
Jalali. 

Ukraine says it ‘ll respond to shelling
of town, vows to hurt Russians more

U
kraine will respond 
to the Russian shell-
ing of  a town and 
needs to consider 

how to inflict as much damage 
on Russia as possible to end the 
war quickly, President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said on Wednes-
day.

Ukraine said 13 people died 
and 10 were wounded when 
Russia fired rockets at Mar-
hanets from the territory of  a 
nuclear power plant it has cap-
tured in the Dnipropetrovsk re-
gion.

“The armed forces of  
Ukraine, our intelligence and 
our law enforcement agencies 
will not leave today’s Russian 
shelling of  Dnipropetrovsk re-
gion unanswered,” Zelenskiy 
said in a late night video ad-
dress.

The attack, he said, under-
lined the need for allies to sup-
ply more powerful weapons to 
the Ukrainian military.

“The more losses the occu-
piers suffer, the sooner we will 
be able to liberate our land and 
ensure the security of  Ukraine,” 

he said.
“This is what everyone who 

defends our state and helps 
Ukraine should think about - 
how to inflict the greatest pos-
sible losses on the occupiers in 
order to shorten the war.”

The war that began with Rus-
sian forces invading its neighbor 
on Feb. 24 has displaced mil-
lions, killed thousands of  civil-
ians and left cities, towns and 
villages in ruins. Ukraine and 
its Western allies have accused 
Russian forces of  targeting ci-
vilians and war crimes, charges 
Russia rejects. 
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‘Everyone’s obituary is inevitable’
Cont’d from last Week

By Chuks Iloegbunam 

S
ome have called you 
foolish, dear Sam 
Omatseye. Others insist 
that you are plain stu-

pid. There are those who hold 
you to be beneath contempt. 

Their howls of  execration 
upon you are in reaction to 
your August 1, 2022 article 
entitled Obi-tuary (https://
thenationonlineng.net/obi-tu-
ary/). 

For me, however, you are 
a dear friend. Our friendship 
started in the 1980s at News-
watch magazine where both 
of  us practiced journalism be-
fore you travelled to the Unit-
ed States for further studies. 

It continued upon your re-
turn and strengthened to the 
point that, sometimes, you 
get the producers of  your TV 
Continental programme to 
connect me to field questions 
live. 

Besides, living in different 
states, we often chat by tele-
phone. I demonstrated our 
amity again last May when I 
was in Nigeria’s commercial 
capital for the Lagos Interna-
tional Book Fair. I phoned you 
and, within the hour, you were 
at my stand where we spent 
quality time reminiscing about 
the good old days and prog-
nosticating on the future of  
our dear fatherland.

Armed with this handle of  
friendship, I have just the one 
advice for you: Be careful. It is 
in elaboration of  this counsel 
that I write all that you read 
hereon. Please look back to 
the time of  the Nigeria-Biafra 
war of  1967 to 1970.

 You will find that, military 
or civilian, none of  the politi-
cal actors of  that era is still in 
a position to fight elections to-
day. The final curtain long fell 
for most of  them. 

Of  the lot that remains, some 
have become vegetables, or are 
propped up with a suffusion of  
drugs or would not find their 
way to the loo unless hired at-
tendants or swearing relatives 
point it out. 

Together with the handful 
that are still blessed with some-
thing close to robust health, 
they have one thing in com-
mon. They are seated, restless 
or restive, in various existen-
tial departure halls, clutching 
fitfully at their boarding pass-
es and waiting for that inev-
itable voice that cannot be 
disobeyed, to announce their 

flights into past tense.
In a broad sense, the depart-

ed leave their legacies, good, 
bad or ugly, for those standing 
in line and waiting their turns 
to also check out. What lega-
cies, dear Sam, are you and 
I feverishly working day and 
night to leave for those coming 
in our wake? 

When you write an article 
that denigrates the Igbo na-
tion of  over 50 million people, 
and make nonsense of  some 
of  those things that mean the 
most to them, do you really 
believe that your disposition 
is justified by the pay and per-
quisites that accrue to you at 
Ahmed Bola Tinubu’s The 
Nation newspapers?

This is you: “The Biafran 
babblers are alive and well. 
They just swapped icons, re-
christened the shrines and re-
wrote the rites. They left the 
prophet for a secular priest. 
They have had a switch of  
battle gear.” This clearly is a 
perfidious way of  sentencing 
Ndigbo to the status of  the bat 
that is neither bird nor mam-
mal. Their fight for Biafra five 
decades ago was stopped. 

Their fight now for demo-
cratic integration impels you 
to call them babblers, i.e., peo-
ple who are no more than end-
less talkers of  nonsense. One 
would think that the bat sobri-
quet aptly becomes your Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu whose initials 
provide the BAT acrostic that 
he wears like a badge. I will 
sooner return to the BAT.

This, again, is your charac-
terisation of  the Igbo: “They 
can say they have a legitimate 
tribe and rhetoric. They may 
pretend to love Nigeria. They 

may claim to embrace INEC, 
cling to a political party no 
one in the police or DSS will 
harangue.”

Isn’t this the height of  Ig-
bophobia? We may go back 
in history. Before Tinubu, 
there were other Yoruba pres-
idential candidates, including 
Chief  Obafemi Awolowo, 
Chief  M. K. O. Abiola, Gener-
al Olusegun Obasanjo, Chief  
Gani Fawehinmi and Chief  
Olu Falae. None of  these per-
sonages indexed their presi-
dential ambition on stoking 
inter-tribal animosity between 
the Yoruba and the Igbo. As 
a matter of  fact, Chief  Philip 
Ezebuilo Umeadi, Igbo and 
one of  the oldest Senior Ad-
vocates of  Nigeria, was Papa 
Awolowo’s running mate in 
the 1979 presidential election.

Why does it make sense to 
you and to your principal that 
the only route to his vaulting 
presidential ambition must be 
one that sunders two ethnic 
groups that have since before 
the amalgamation been living 
together in amity, harmony 
and peace, two peoples that 
have always, in peace or in 
peril, lent each other a helping 
hand?

At the height of  the Western 
Nigeria political crisis of  the 
mid 1960s that pitted Chief  
Awolowo against Chief  Sam-
uel Ladoke Akintola, the for-
mer’s Action Group (AG) and 
Dr. M. I. Okpara’s National 
Convention of  Nigerian Cit-
izens (NCNC) entered into 
a coalition that birthed the 
United Progressives Grand 
Alliance (UPGA). We have it 
on Wole Soyinka’s authority 
– see page 73 of  his autobio-

graphical You Must Set Forth 
At Dawn (Bookcraft, Ibadan 
2006) that Dr. Okpara lent the 
then incarcerated Awo a voice 
by dispatching Mazi Anyogu 
Elekwachi Ukonu and a com-
plement of  seasoned broad-
casters that installed a trans-
mitter right inside Awolowo’s 
Ibadan home.

Ndigbo were not a part of  
Awolowo’s treason trial and 
his imprisonment for ten 
years. Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 
even said that he was the one 
that insisted on Awolowo be-
ing imprisoned in Calabar, 
rather than in Northern Nige-
ria where the chief  feared that 
poisoning could end his life.

It was not the Igbo that nul-
lified Chief  Abiola’s victory 
in the 1993 presidential elec-
tion. Rather, Ndigbo were in 
the forefront of  the NADECO 
(National Democratic Coali-
tion) struggle against the gross 
injustice.

 At least a third of  those 
that formed the NADECO 
were Igbo, according to a list 
in Battlelines: Adventures in 
Journalism and Politics, Chief  
Segun Osoba’s autobiogra-
phy published in 2020 by Di-
amond Publications Limited, 
Lagos. They included Com-
modore Ebitu Ukiwe, the late 
Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu, Ok-
wadike (Dr.) Chukwuemeka 
Ezeife, Prof  Anya O. Anya, 
Chief  Ralph Obioha, Chief  
Empire Kanu, Chief  Michael 
Anyiam, Chief  E. Duru, 
Chief  Vincent Nwizugbo and 
Dr. Uma Eleazu.

NADECO had an inter-
national arm. In the United 
Kingdom, its meetings were 
held in the late Raph Uwe-

chue’s Africa Books Limit-
ed offices in Hammersmith 
London. Chief  Uwechue 
was Igbo. Dear Sam, I do not 
know exactly where you were 
at the time, and I concede that, 
among Nigerian politicians, 
there is something known as 
selective amnesia. 

If, therefore, your Tinubu, 
who lived in London for a 
portion of  his exile, does not 
remember Uwechue’s role 
in NADECO, I am sure that 
none of  General Alani Akin-
rinade, Professor Bolaji Ak-
inyemi and Professor Sylvester 
Monye will ever forget. 

All the Igbo fighters for June 
12 were not dissuaded by the 
fact that their struggle was to 
actualise the electoral man-
date of  Chief  Abiola, a Yoru-
ba politician. 

Apart from incarceration, 
harassment by security oper-
atives and the alienation of  
exile, some of  these men paid 
heavily in other ways for their 
commitment to the cause of  
justice. Chief  Bobo Nwosisi 
died in exile in London. Chief  
Obioha lost his bank, the First 
African Trust Bank Limited.

In the light of  the above, 
readers would have to judge 
for themselves whether or 
not it is right for you, Sam, to 
say the following of  Ndigbo: 
“They have transferred the 
temperament of  their former 
master into the new. And they 
have not spared any incoher-
ence, any lack of  finesse, and 
threats and tantrums, any 
show of  rabid, primitive cants, 
or any ululations. 

They have abused, cursed, 
thrown imprecations. They 
have hugged lies about their 
candidate. They have pelted 
lies about others. They have 
distorted material. Obi has 
turned out to be an excuse for 
even closet Biafrans to betray 
open emotions about Biafra 
without being accused of  it.”

To be sure, your writing is 
not an aberrant occurrence. 
On July 17, 2022, an Adeda-
mola Adetayo posted on the 
Internet an anti-Igbo diatribe 
in which he said, among other 
things that “They have a PO-
LITICAL ZIONISM already 
in play.

 It is in the thing they de-
ceptively call Obidients. That 
Movement is going to RALLY 
the Igbos of  Lagos in a way 
that they haven’t ever been 
rallied. They Are Set To De-
termine The Leadership Of  
Lagos. 

But your gambit only registered a calamitous failure. 
Jonathan was President of this country. It didn’t 

obliterate Niger Delta agitation. Buhari is President
 of this country; those of his people campaigning for 
the Islamic State haven’t thrust their swords in their 

scabbards. You have a fondness for excoriating 
Nnamdi Kanu. Excellent! Except that your seasonal

 flair for journalism has never prompted you into 
examining the Sunday Igboho phenomenon. 

You make yourself a laughing stock by encapsulating
 in ethnic strictures the pan-Nigerian Peter Obi 

Movement that is youth led. You reckon not one
 bit that the youths are sick and tired of the 

sanguinary dreariness and aridity of your principal’s
 vanishing epoch. Nonetheless, you cannot 

contest the truism that, in the last analysis, everything
 goes and turns round. All metals are bound for the anvil To be Cont’d next Week

“
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the race for his services. 
H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s 

reported that Watford were 
o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a 
permanent sale and would 
only sell him for a fee in the 
region of  £20m. 

The Tricky Trees have 
now accepted demands and 
are ready to get their man. 
According to The Athletic, 
Forest have made a bid of  
£20m (�10.2b) for Dennis, 
which should be enough to 
s i g n  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
international.

Should both parties 
agree to a deal, Dennis will 

uper Eagles star 

SEmmanuel Dennis 
i s  s e t  f o r  a n 

immediate return to the 
Premier League, with 
Nottingham Forest edging 
closer to sealing a deal for 
the Nigerian international. 
Dennis has been linked 
w i t h  m a n y  P r e m i e r 
League clubs following 
Watford's relegation from 
the English topf light. 
Everton and Newcastle 
were among the clubs 
linked with a move for the 
Super Eagles star, but it 
appears Forest have won 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited forward, 
C r i s t i a n o 

Ro n a l d o,  h a s  s e n t  a 
message ahead of  his side's 
away Premier League tie 
with Brentford on Saturday 
evening.

Ronaldo looked in top 
shape  ahead  o f  Man 
United's Premier League 
clash against Brentford at 
G t e c h  C o m m u n i t y 
Stadium.

The Portugal captain 
shared a positive post on 
his official Twitter account 
on Thursday.

The five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner was seen 
training in the post.

T h e  f o r m e r  R e a l 
Madrid and Juventus star 
shared a glimpse of  the 
training session on Twitter, 
with the caption reading: 
“Hard work always pays 
off.”

Ronaldo, who has been 

linked with a move away 
from Man United, started 
from the bench in their 
Premier League opener 

aga ins t  Br ighton las t 
Sunday.

He was unable to save 
Erik ten Hag's side as they 
lost 2-1 at Old Trafford 

against Brighton.
The 37-year-old will be 

hoping to make it to the 
starting lineup against 
Brentford this weekend.

a l c o n e t s  h e a d Fc o a c h ,  C h r i s 
Danjuma hopes the 

never say die “Nigerian 

spirit” will help propel his 
side to victory against 
France.

Danjuma's girls will 

begin their quest for a first 
F IFA U-20  Women ' s 
World Cup title against the 
Bleuettes at the Estadio 
Nacional, San Jose on 
Thursday night (Friday 
morning in Nigeria).

France,  a longs ide 
defending champions, 
C a n a d a  a n d  f o r m e r 
winners, Germany and 
USA are the favourites to 
win the competition.

The gaffer, however, 
believes his team will be up 
to the challenge when they 
on France.

“ P l a y i n g  s e v e n 
matches in the African 
q u a l i f y i n g  s e r i e s 
toughened the team very 
well, and we have also 

worked on their psyche,” 
Danjuma said ahead of  the 
game.

“Having reached the 
final twice and made the 
semi f inals  once,  the 
Falconets have pedigree in 
this championship. We 
cannot afford to falter. We 
will take it one match at a 
time, beginning with the 
game against France.

“It will not be easy but 
we have what is known as 
the special 'Nigeria spirit' 
and we will go in there with 
confidence and believe in 
what we can do. We will 
play to our strengths – firm 
at the back and clinical at 
the front,” he said.

Korea Republic and 
Canada are the other 
teams in the group.

helsea are in need 

Cof  a striker after 
loaning Romelu 

Lukaku back to Inter 
Milan and selling Timo 
Werner back to RB Leipzig 
and they have been urged 
t o  r e - s i g n  T a m m y 
Abraham

Chelsea should splash 
the cash to bring Roma 
striker Tammy Abraham 
back to the club because 
Raheem Sterling is not 
deadly enough in front of  
goal.

That's the opinion of  
former Crystal Palace 
chairman Simon Jordan, 
who believes that the Blues 
are in desperate need of  a 
goal scorer this summer. 
Che l sea  have  loaned 
Romelu Lukaku back to 
Inter Milan and sold Timo 

We r n e r  b a c k  t o  R B 
Leipzig, leaving them 
short of  attacking options.

Thomas Tuchel  is 
keen to strengthen his 
squad, but the current 
focus is on defence and a 
pursuit of  Leicester City 
c e n t r e - b a c k  We s l e y 
Fofana. That makes sense, 
with Kalidou Koulibaly 
not making up for the 
losses of  Antonio Rudiger 
and Andreas Christensen, 
but Jordan thinks the real 
need is at centre-forward.

“Both Chelsea and 
Manchester United need 
centre forwards, Abraham 
has scored 17 or 18 goals 
for Roma last year, I am 
not sure why he is not in 
t h e  c o nve r s a t i o n  f o r 
Manchester United or 
Chelsea,” Jordan said on 

talkSPORT. “Even sides 
that clearly have a need for 
a certain type of  player, 
because I  don't  think 
Raheem Sterling is going 
to  be  the  answer  for 
Chelsea f rom a focal 
point.”

Chelsea sold Abraham 
to Roma last summer for 
£34million and the 24-
year-old enjoyed a brilliant 
debut campaign under 
Jose Mourinho in Italy. He 
returned 17 goals and four 
assists in 37 Serie A games, 
as well as scoring nine 

t i m e s  i n  1 3  E u r o p a 
Conference League games 
a s  R o m a  w o n  t h e 
inaugural competition.

The Blues have signed 
Sterling in a £45m deal 
from Manchester City, but 
the England forward is not 
a replacement for Lukaku 
as a central striker. Chelsea 
reportedly have a £67m 
b u y - b a c k  c l a u s e  o n 
Abraham, but i t  only 
becomes available in 2023, 
meaning they would have 
to pay a huge fee to sign 
their former player back.

summer.
The newly-promoted 

Premier League side paid 
£17.5m to sign Awoniyi, 
but they are now set to 
eclipse that amount in just a 
month with the signing of  
Dennis.

Dennis only joined 

Watford from Club Brugge 
last summer on a five-year 
deal, but he is now set to 
leave with four years left on 
his contract. 

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a d  a n 
excellent debut season in 
the Premier League with 

the Hornets, scoring ten 
goals and assisting another 
six. 

Dennis will hope to 

replicate the same feat with 

Forest, although he will 

also hope to ensure Steve 

Cooper's men do not suffer 

the same fate as Watford

become Fores's second 
Niger ian  s ign ing  th i s 
summer, and their record 
buy.

Steve Cooper's men 
had already broken their 
transfer record to sign Super 
Eagles star Taiwo Awoniyi 
from Union Berlin this 

Emmanuel Dennis set to break Taiwo Awoniyi's transfer record as he
edges closer to Nottingham Forest 

Dennis

EPL: Chelsea want Abraham back as search for
attacker persists 

Abraham

Brentford vs Man United: Ronaldo sends message
ahead of EPL clash

U-20 WWC: Falconets boss, Danjuma banks on ‘Nigerian Spirit’
to beat France

Falconet Danjuma
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P a r c  d e  P r i n c e s  o n 
Saturday night, Galtier 
notably discussed Mauro 
Icardi's situation, with the 
Argentine striker falling 
out of  favour in the team's 
pecking order. 

Galtier's words which 
was  transcribed in RMC 
Sport, confirmed that 
Icardi's absence from the 
squad to face Clermont on 
their opening day Ligue 1 
match, was indeed down to 
him. 

R e p o r t s  h a d 
previously claimed the 
former Inter skipper was 
o u t  d u e  t o  p e r s o n a l 
reasons. However, the 
striker is very much on the 
transfer list, with Galtier 
himself  advising Icardi 
about a change of  scenery 
after a difficult two-year 
spell in France. 

“I saw Mauro at the 
start of  the week. His 
absence last week was for 
tactical reasons, I told him 
that I want to reduce the 
size of  the squad and not 

uper  Eagles  s tar 

SVictor  Osimhen, 
could be a target for 

P S G  w i t h  m a n a g e r 
C h r i s t o p h e  G a l t i e r , 
confirming the club's plans 
to  s ign a  s t r iker  th is 
summer.

N a p o l i ' s  V i c t o r 
Osimhen could be a target 
for PSG this summer 

Par i s  S t  Ger main 
manager Christphe Galtier 
confirmed on Thursday, 
the club's plan to sign a 
striker this summer. 

The club currently has 
two established strikers in 
K y l i a n  M b a p p e  a n d 
Mauro Icardi. 

H oweve r,  d e s p i t e 
snapping up 20-year-old 
Fr e n c h  s t r i k e r  H u g o 
E k i t i k e  f r o m  S t a d e 
Rennais, Galtier is still not 
satisfied with his attack 
and confirmed plans for a 
summer reinforcement. 

In his press conference 
ahead of PSG's game 
against Montpellier at the 

Leice
s ter 
boss

, Brendan 
R o d g e r s , 
h a s  s a i d 
there have 
b e e n  n o 
n e w  b i d s 
f o r 
d e f e n d e r 
W e s l e y 
Fofana.

Chelse
a  a r e 
interested 
in signing 
the 21-year-
old France 
U 2 1 
internation
al and have 
h a d  t w o 

bids rejected.
Rodgers said last week 

he did not want to sell the 
centre-back.

Asked whether any 
n e w  b i d s  h a d  b e e n 
submitted, Rodgers said: 
“Not that I am aware of. 
There were two, but again, 
nowhere near what the club 
would even think about.”

Fofana signed a new 
deal at the Foxes in March 
that contracts him to the 
club until 2027.

Rodgers added: “The 
point to reiterate is that we 
are not looking to sell 
Wesley. He is not a player 
we are actively looking to 
sell but naturally if  there is 
interest from other clubs 
that is looked at by the club.

 “He is a top young 
defender. There are not too 
many about at his age. He is 
someone we would love to 
keep here but we will have 
to see what develops.”

F o f a n a  j o i n e d 
Leices ter  f rom Saint -
Etienne in 2020 and made 
38 appearances in his first 
year at the club.

Last season he did not 
play until March after 
breaking his leg in a pre-
season friendly against 
Villarreal in August.

However, he started the 
Foxes' first game of  the 
current campaign as they 
drew 2-2 with Brentford.

helsea forward, 

CRaheem Sterling, 
has opened up on 

his summer exit from 
Manchester City.

According to the 27-
year-old, he was unwilling 
to accept a lack of  playing 
time under Pep Guardiola.

Sterling completed a 
£50million transfer to 
Stamford Bridge, ending 
his seven-year stay at City.

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international was left out 
for City's crucial games 
last season, including the 
Champions League semi-
final clashes against Real 
Madrid.

“As a person, you 
strive to achieve,” Sterling 
told a news conference on 
Thursday.

“I felt my playing time 
at City was being limited 

for different reasons and I 
couldn't afford to waste 
time. When I look back I 
didn't want to see a decline 
and I want to keep that 
level.

“Since the age of  17, I 
have been a regular starter. 
But to get to a peak time in 
my career  to  and be 
playing as regular was 
something I didn't want to 
accept. I tried to fight and 
change the scenario but it 
didn't come.

“At first, I had a few 
options but this was the 
one that was tailor-made 
for my personal goals. It 
made a lot of  sense for my 
f a m i ly  a n d  w i t h  t h e 
direction of  the club. They 
have been in four or five 
finals in the last few years 
and it made a lot of  sense.

work with 25 outfield 
players. The club is working 
closely with Mauro to find 
the best possible solution.” 

 “He's had very little 
game time and I think it 
would be best for him to get 
back up and running. He 
h a s n ' t  s u d d e n l y  l o s t 
everything [he can do] but 
i t 's  true that i t 's  been 
complicated for the last two 
years. Being able to change 
location, to find a more 
favourable environment, 
can help you get back on 
track in your career.” 
Galtier was quoted to have 
said. 

PSG could launch bid 
for Victor Osimhen 

G a l t i e r ' s  l a t e s t 
comments now mean that 
the Ligue 1 champions 
could now look in the 
d i r ec t ion  o f  Napo l i ' s 
talisman Victor Osimhen. 

The Super Eagles star 
continues to be linked with 
a move away from Italy this 
summer with  Premier 
L e a g u e  c l u b s  a l s o 

reportedly interested in his 
services. 

Osimhen has managed 
to establish himself  as one 
of  the best young strikers on 
the planet, with the 23-year-
old striker helping Napoli 
qualify for the Champions 
League this season. 

He would no doubt be 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  G a l t i e r ' s 
intensity football. 

However, a potential 
deal for the forward is far 
from easy with Napoli's 
selling price understood to 
b e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  
£80million. 

Napoli are particularly 
no push-overs to broker 
transfer deals with, and it 
will be difficult for the 
Italians to let go of  their 
prized possession having 
seen the likes of  Kalidou 
Koulibaly, Lorenzo Insigne 
and even Dries Mertens exit 
this club in this summer's 
window. 

England
16:00 Manchester City – 
Bournemouth—Ov 2.5
16:00 Southampton – Leeds—1 
18:30 Brentford - Manchester Utd—2 
Germany
17:30 Bayern Munich – Wolfsburg—1 
15:30 Bayer Leverkusen – Augsburg—1 
15:30 Hertha Berlin - Eintracht 
Frankfurt—2 

Italy
18:30 AC Milan – Udinese—1 

18:30 Sampdoria – Atalanta—X2 
20:45 Lecce – Inter—2 
18:30 Fiorentina – Cremonese—1 
18:30 Lazio – Bologna—1X 
20:45 Salernitana - AS Roma—2 
Spain
19:30 Valencia – Girona—1X 
22:00 Almeria - Real Madrid—2 
21:00 Barcelona - Rayo Vallecano—1 
Croatia
18:30 Gorica - Lok. Zagreb—X 
21:05 D. Zagreb - Hajduk Split—X 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Fofana is going nowhere, says Leicester City boss Rodgers

PSG could make move for £80million Super Eagles star 

Osimhen

Fofana

Real reason I left Man
City for Chelsea
– Raheem Sterling


