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Parents in Anambra lament lack of security 
personnel, social amenities in rural areas schools
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
ollowing the activi-
ties of  gunmen rav-
aging the South East 

region of  Nigeria, some 
parents in Akamili-Umu-
dim, in Nnewi North Lo-
cal Government Area of  
Anambra State, has de-
cried lack of  security pres-
ence and social amenities 
in public/private schools, 
situated in the area. 

They said the situation 
is also applicable to some 
other rural communities 
across the state. 

Some of  the parents who 
spoke to News Echo, on 
condition of  anonymity 
for security reasons, dur-
ing the Friend of  Friends 
Schoos 27th Graduation 
Ceremony/21st Pass-
ing-out Ceremony of  the 
Class of  2022, held at the 
School Premises, Akami-
li-Umudim, Nnewi, on 

Sunday, claimed that pu-
pils, especially in the rural 
areas, still lack the social 
amenities that would have 
make them feel sense of  
belonging as their counter-
part in urban areas.

They listed the lack of  
electricity, lack of  security 
personnel and lack of  toi-
let facilities, poor road net-
work and lack of  children 
games facilities in rural 
schools as part of  things 
that encourages rural-ur-
ban migration. 

They lamented that the 
situation was also adverse-
ly affecting teaching and 
learning and called on the 
State Governor, Chukwu-
ma Soludo, to give proper 
attention to public/private 
schools in rural communi-
ties. 

They equally called on 
Senator Ifeanyi Ubah, rep-
resenting Anambra South 
Senatorial District and the 
member representing Nne-

wi North/South/Ekwusi-
go Federal Constituency, 
Honourable Chris Azog-
bogu, to assist as well. 

The concern parents also 
called on spirited individ-
uals and NGOs to assist 
the state government to 
provide infrastructure in 
schools located in rural 
communities. 

According to them, 
some rural schools in the 
state were dilapidated and 
lacked basic facilities, in-
cluding sporting facilities. 
“Friend of  Friends Schools 
have being in operation 
in Akamili-Umudim for 
good 29-years without ac-
cess road, constant elec-
tricity supply and security.  

“We think the major 
thing, this rural schools 
needed now is security 
personnel, especially, in 
the most affected gunmen 
targeted local government 
areas. 

“The governor should 
deployed security person-
nel to all the schools in 
rural areas. And the gov-
ernor should also look at 
community sport devel-
opment where young tal-
ents are easily discovered. 
“The state of  insecurity in 
the state, especially, in and 
around Nnewi, Ihiala, Ek-
wusigo local government 
areas, requires security 
presence in all the public/
private schools to boost the 
students’ confidents while 
in classroom, they added. 

The Proprietor of  

Friend of  Friends Schools, 
Akamili-Umodim, Mr. 
Okeke-Enyobi Caleb Fes-
tus, in his remark during 
the ceremony, urged the 
graduating students to as-
pire to occupy enviable 
positions in life, assured 
that he will do his best to 
ensure that the standard of  
education in the school is 
sustained.

 He appealed to govern-
ment, groups and well-
to-do individuals in the 
society to encouraged 
Friend of  Friends Schools, 
established in 1993, by 

awarding Scholarship of  
any kind to vulnerable in-
tellengent students of  the 
school. 

The event was witnessed 
by Mr. Uche Gabriel 
Umeh, Chief  Ifeatu Okag-
bue, Dr. Nnemeka Godwin 
Umedum (a Consultant at 
Chukwuemeka Odumeg-
wu Ojukwu Teaching Hos-
pital Amaku, Awka, Dr. 
Chukwudum Somadina 
Okoli, Pastor Nnajiofor 
Jerry Ugo, Iwo Princewill, 
Mr. Justice Imoh, parents/
guardians, among others.

We ’ll work against those who hate
Rivers State - Wike
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom Wike has 
declared that any-

body who despises the po-
litical capability of  the State 
will be meted with the same 
treatment. 

Governor Wike made the 
declaration at the inaugu-
ration of  the Orochiri -Wo-
rukwo (Waterlines junction) 
Flyover that was performed 
by the Lagos State governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu in Port 
Harcourt on Monday.

The Rivers State governor 
explained that the dynamics 
of  contemporary politics 
has made it unpopular to 
just gift votes away without 
the assurance of  derivable 
benefit for the people. 

Governor Wike pointed 
to how difficult it will be for 
any conspirators to upset 
the voting pattern of  Rivers 
State and support for the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP. The governor reiter-
ated that those who looted 
the treasury of  the State will 
not be supported to become 
governor of  Rivers State. “I 
am fully in charge. 

I am not that kind of  
governor people will go to 
Abuja and hold meetings 
against. I am fully in charge 
here.” Governor Wike also 
berated Mr. Yemi Adebow-
ale over his ThisDay publi-
cation in which he peddled 
misinformation in his ‘Ring-
True’ column article titled, “ 
Wike, a Governor Possessed 

By Spirit of  Flyovers.
“ The governor noted the 

obvious unhappy mindset 
of  the writer for his dislikes 
for development and hatred 
for Rivers people who are 
happy with the ongoing de-
velopment strides of  his ad-
ministration.

 “First of  all, let me state, 
if  there is one State that pays 
salary regularly, it is Riv-
ers State. Let me also state, 
every month we pay pen-
sioners. 

Let me also state since we 
have been paying gratuity, 
have you been hearing any-
body talking on radio? Gov-
ernor Wike also challenged 
those who are envious of  his 
development strides to rath-
er show what capacity they 
have by executing projects 
and invite renowned persons 
to inaugurate them.  

He explained the invita-
tion of  the Lagos State gov-

ernor is not the first time per-
sons of  other political parties 
were invited to inaugurate 
projects in Rivers State. He 
pointed to the overall bene-
fits such invitations have on 
governance because it served 
as peer review for them.

The governor of  Lagos 
State, Babajide Olusola San-
wo-Olu, who inaugurated 
the Orochiri-Worokwu (Wa-
terlines) Flyover, commend-
ed Governor Wike for his 
strong commitment to the 
delivery of  physical infra-
structure in Rivers State.

 Governor Sanwo-Olu 
said though himself  and gov-
ernor Wike belong to differ-
ent political persuasions, the 
invitation extended to him 
sends a very strong message 
that  politicians and political 
leaders, can come together 
across political and ideolog-
ical divides, for the good of  
the people.

Abia Poly Bursar risks suspension over failure
to open Treasury Single Account
Izuchukwu Kelechi,
Aba

A
bia State Govern-
ment has threat-
ened to sack the 

Bursar, Abia State Poly-
technic, Aba over what it 
described as the refusal  or 
negligence on the part of  
the Bursar to open a Treas-
ury Single Account for all 
inflow of  financial pay-
ments into the coffers of  
the Institution  as directed 
by Government.  

The government recalled 
that the opening of  a TSA 
inflow account with a rep-
utable Bank is a pre-con-
dition for the release of  

the N450 million which 
Government has approved  
to kick-start the process of  
offsetting all salary arrears 
owed to it’s staff.  

While stating the benefits 
of  a Treasury Single Ac-
count, the government said 
it is meant to guarantee 
transparency and account-
ability in expenditure and  
help to minimize revenue 
leakages that have been 
a major challenge to the 
growth and development 
of  the Abia State Polytech-
nic,  Aba.

In a release made avail-
able to newsmen on Tues-
day by the Commissioner 
for Information and Strat-

egy, Barr. Eze Chikam-
nayo, the Government  has 
directed the Bursar of  the 
Abia State Polytechnic Aba 
to open the account within 
24 hours or risk immediate 
suspension from office as 
his refusal or negligence is 
delaying the remittance of  
the N450 million and other 
funds meant for the Institu-
tion.  

Recall that Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu had some 
ways ago approved the re-
lease of  the sum of  N450m 
as salary support to Abia 
State Polytechnic to imme-
diately pay 4 months out 
of  the salaries owed by the 
polytechnic.

NYSC DG tasks Corps members on patriotism
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Director Gen-
eral of  National 
Youths Service Corps 

(NYSC), Brigadier General 
Muhammad Kaku Fadah 
has enjoined corps members 
to undertake personal and 
group Community Develop-
ment Service (CDS) projects 
that will help to uplift the liv-

ing standard of  the people of  
their host communities. 

The Abia State Coordina-
tor, Mr Julius Ekeh who read 
the Director General’s ad-
dress at the NYSC permanent 
orientation camp, Umunna 
in Bende L.G.A, of  the State, 
during the closing ceremony 
of  the 2022 Batch ‘B’ stream 
II orientation course, urged 
them to sustain the spirit of  
patriotism, hard work and 
resilience which they im-
bibed during the Orientation 
Course, as they begin the next 
phase of  the Service Year. 

His words, “I also wish to 
commend your patriotic zeal 
as demonstrated by your par-
ticipation in Camp activities 
and exhibition of  high level 
of  discipline. 

“I urge you to sustain the 
spirit of  patriotism, hard 
work and resilience which 
you imbibed during the Ori-
entation Course. 

“It is my ardent hope that 
you will strive to meet the 
expectations of  Nigerians by 
contributing towards the pro-
gress and development of  our 

fatherland. 
“I would like to remind you 

of  your oath of  allegiance in 
which you pledged to accept 
posting in good faith. 

“I enjoin you to perform 
your duties with diligence 
and be guided by the provi-
sions of  the NYSC Act and 
Bye-Laws as well as work-
place rules and regulations.

“In keeping with the ob-
jectives of  the Scheme, you 
are expected to integrate 
into your host communities 
while also appreciating and 
respecting their cultures”, 
NYSC DG tasked the corps 
members. 

Brig. Gen. Fadah encour-
aged the 1139 corps mem-
bers who participated in the 
orientation exercise, made 
up of  586 males and 583 fe-
males to build on the NYSC 
Skill Acquisition and Entre-
preneurship Development, 
SAED programme acquired 
in the camp by availing them-
selves of  opportunities for 
post-camp training as this 
will go a long way in empow-
ering them for self-reliance.

I’ll pull down hotels that host meetings 
of politicians and thugs - Wike threatens Hoteliers 
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt 

T
he Rivers State gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike 
has threatened to pull 

down hotels and proprietors 
of  relaxation centres that are 
linked with criminal political 
activities in the state. 

The Governor who made 
the threat during a statewide 
broadcast on Sunday, warned 
them to desist from releasing 

their facilities to politicians 
and party leaders for meet-
ings to thwart the peace, 
safety and security of  Rivers 
State. 

The Governor also warned 
that his administration will 
not allow any political party 
or politician no matter his 
previous or present position 
the opportunity to upset the 
prevailing peace and securi-
ty in Rivers State. Governor 
Nyesom Wike revealed that 

his government is aware of  
intelligence reports that some 
politicians have started the 
process of  recruiting cultists, 
supporters and ex-convicts as 
thugs in furtherance of  their 
political aspirations for 2023.

He maintained that his gov-
ernment has already alerted 
security agencies to be on the 
trail of   misguided politicians 
and leaders of  political par-
ties and stop them with the 
full weight of  the law.
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DG Imo CPC visits Industrial Cluster, Douglas
market for sensitization on Standard Cup
measurements 

Major General Ajunwa 
assumes office as 32nd 
General Cmdr 81 Division 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he newly appoint-
ed General Of-
ficer Commanding 

(GOC) 81 Division Ni-
gerian Army (NA) Major 
General Obinna Ajunwa 
has assumed command of  
the Division in line with 
the recent posting by the 
Headquarters NA Depart-
ment of  Military Secre-
tary. 

Acting Deputy Direc-
tor 81 Division Nigerian 
Army Public Relations 
Olaniyi Osoba in a press 
statement on Tuesday said 
“at the handing and tak-
ing over ceremony of  the 
office of  the GOC held at 
Headquarters 81 Division 
in Lagos, Major Gener-
al Ajunwa thanked the 
Chief  of  Army Staff  for 
finding him worthy of  this 
great responsibility. 

He thereafter com-
mended the immediate 
past GOC Major Gen-
eral Umar Thama Musa 
for taking the Division to 
greater heights. 

Major General Ajunwa 
pledged to contribute to 
the success recorded so 
far. While he urged sen-

ior officers of  the Division 
to work as a team and 
demonstrate professional-
ism during the discharge 
of  their duties, he asserted 
that said the only way to 
ensure success is to move 
the Division to greater 
heights. 

Earlier, the immediate 
past GOC, General Musa 
who has been redeployed 
as the new GOC 82 Di-
vision thanked God for 
granting him successful 
tenure of  office and the 
COAS for finding him 
worthy of  the appoint-
ment as GOC. 

He expressed confidence 
in the ability of  the new 
GOC to deliver on his new 
assignment.  He, therefore, 
thanked Commanders and 
Principal Staff  Officers for 
the support and coopera-
tion he enjoyed during his 
tour of  duty and appealed 
for the same and even 
more to be extended to his 
successor.

Highlights of  the occa-
sion include the commis-
sioning of  some projects, 
the signing of  handing 
and taking over notes, the 
quarter guard procedure, a 
group photograph, and a 
farewell address to troops.

L-R:  Minister of State Education, Rt Hon Goodluck Opiah, Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. Lucky Orator, Governor Hope Uzodinma, Minister of 
State Petroleum Resources, Chief Timipre Sylva and NNPC Limited Managing Director/ CEO, Melee Kyari when Sylva led a delegation 
of the federal government to the Governor on how to combat oil theft in the oil producing communities at Government House,  Owerri.

The Director General of  
Imo state Consumer Pro-
tection Commission, CPC, 
Hon. Obioma Okafor to-
gether with her team visited 
Industrial Cluster market 
Naza/Poly road and Doug-
las market to sensitize the 
traders there, on the need 
to use the newly introduced 
standard cup Measurements 
to sell all kinds of  grain to 
Imo People.

This standard cup Meas-
urements was attributed by 
the DG to be in line with the 
efforts of  the shared prosper-
ity government of  Senator 
Hope Uzodimma, to protect 
Ndi Imo from being shortch-
anged by sellers of  goods and 
services in any form, within 
the state.

The provision of  this In-
digenous Measurement Cup 
marked a historic step to-
wards the goal to ensure that 
consumers in Imo State are 
adequately protected from 
being shortchanged by grain 

dealers. The delivery of  these 
cups to CPC Office for on-
ward distribution to all the 
grain dealers in Imo State 
for the measurement of  rice, 
beans, garri among others 
is part of  the promise made 
and fulfilled by Senator Hope 
Uzodimma to Imo people, to 
fully rehabilitate reconstruct 
and recover Imo state from it 
lost glory.

There is no doubt that 
Okafor’s leadership in CPC 
has made tremendous impact 
by leading efforts to procure 
and supply these Standard 
Measurement Cups to grain 
dealers on behalf  of  the State 
Government to reduce the 
rate of  malpractices among 
the grain dealers at the det-
riment of  unsuspecting con-
sumers.

These measurement cups 
have undergone rigorous 
regulatory processes at both 
state and federal levels and 
had been approved and con-
firmed to be standard by 

We ‘re investigating MOUAU student’s 
death - Abia Police
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Police Com-
mand has confirmed 
the death of  one 

Modestus  Egbulefu who 
plunged to his death last week 
at Umudike, Ikwuano LGA 
of  Abia State after allegedly 
consuming Mkpuru Mmiri 
ice. 

The late Modestus, who 
was said to be a student of  
Michael Okpara Universi-
ty of  Agriculture, Umudike 
(MOUAU) reportedly 
jumped down from a 3- sto-
rey building in an off-campus 
hostel, after  allegedly con -
suming some hard drugs, sus-
pected to be Mkpuru Mmiri. 

The late student, before his 
shocking death, was said to 
be a final-year student of  the 
department of  Electrical/
Electronics of  MOUAU. 

It was gathered that the fi-
nal -year student was among 
the few students who stayed 
back in   their lodges, despite 
the ongoing ASUU strike. 

But on Friday last week, 

the unthinkable happened as 
Modestus jumped down from 
the window of  his 3-storey 
lodge and died instantly. 

Sources in Umudike com-
munity who pleaded ano-
nymity, said the late student 
may have been under the in-
fluence of  hard drug suspect-
ed to be notorious Mkpuru 
Mmiri ice, when he took his 
fatal action. 

According to the source, 
Modestus died instantly after 

he landed on the ground, suf-
fering broken skull.  

His body has been depos-
ited at a mortuary in Awom 
Ukwu, also in the same Ik-
wuano LGA while a few 
students living in the Groom 
Base Lodge have fled the 
hostel for the fear of  being 
arrested by security agents for 
questioning. 

Confirming the ugly devel-
opment, Abia State Police 
Public Relations Officer Mr 

Federal Ministry of  Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Abu-
ja, under the Department of  
Weight and Measures.

As a result, Imo State Con-
sumer Protection Council by 
this publication, wish to in-
form the general public and 
Imo traders that the distribu-
tion and enforcement of  the 
use of  standard cup measure-
ment by grain dealers to sell 
all kinds of  grains in Imo 

State, has commenced and 
the public are advised to 
watch out the fake one.

This is a landmark mo-
ment for consumers in Imo 
State and a clear proof  of  
CPC’s mission to end all 
forms of  sharp practices as-
sociated with grains selling. 
Perhaps, it is expected that 
all grains dealers will hence-
forth sell their goods with 
these approved measurement 

cups, as anybody who fails 
to comply with the directives 
will face severe punishment.

Furthermore, the vision-
ary appointee did not mince 
words as she advised the mar-
keters to ensure that they get 
the Standard Cup Measure-
ments at CPC Office, New 
Owerri, Opposite ISOPA-
DEC building, ISAMATA 
Office and Imo state market 
executives.

However, some traders, 
when interviewed, cheerfully 
thanked Imo State CPC for 
such a milestone feat which 
they described as wonderful 
and commendable, vowing 
that they will effectively com-
ply with the directives to bet-
ter the lives of  Imo people, if  
only government at all levels 
can do their part in ensuring 
that, citizens’ rights are pro-
tected.

Geoffrey Ogbonna said his 
office was aware of  it.

Ogbonna promised that 
investigations have so far 
commenced by the Police, to 
unravel the circumstances be-
hind the student’s death.

 But the Public Relations 
Officer (PRO) of  Michael 
Okpara University of  Agri-
culture, Umudike, Mrs Ad-
anma Nwachukwu could not 
be reached to react to the in-
cident.

Traders on red alert over gas leakage in 
Onitsha market 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

C
onfusion erupted at 
New Tarzan area 
of  Nkpor, Onitsha, 

Anambra State, following 
leakage from an articulated 
vehicle conveying cooking 
gas along the Onitsha-Awka 
road, Onitsha. The tanker 
was said to have spilled its 
content along the road. The 

incident which occurred 
around 10am on Tuesday, 
caused heavy traffic jam, 
with motorists plying the axis 
trapped in the gridlock while 
traders whose shop were lo-
cated around the area fled for 
safety. Commuters were com-
pelled to trek long distances 
as the area was cordoned 
off  to avoid fire outbreak, 
while men of  the Fire Ser-
vice were on standby to fore-

stall any calamity. Reacting, 
Sector Commander, Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC), 
Adeoye Irelewuyi advised 
motorists to use alternative 
routes. “From Awka, enter 
at Nkwelle Junction to burst 
out at 33 to GRA or Nk-
por to burst out at Boromeo 
roundabout and to Onitsha,” 
he said. The tanker’s content 
was still spilling as of  the 
time of  filing the report.
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Editorial

Nigeria is currently losing about $1.9 
billion monthly to activities of  oil 
vandals with its attendant effect on 
environmental degradation, the Group 
Chief  Executive Officer of  NNPC 
Limited, Mallam Mele Kyari, has said.
Kyari made the disclosure when a 
Federal Government delegation on anti-
oil theft led by the Minister of  State for 
Petroleum Resources, Chief  Timipre 
Sylva, visited Delta state governor, Dr 
I f eany i  Okowa,  on  Monday  a t 
Government House, Asaba.
According to him, “as a country, we 
hardly meet our OPEC production 
quantum of  1.99 million barrels per day 
with our current production level of  1.4 
million barrels per day which is 
currently being threatened by the 
activities of  these economic saboteurs.
“This has done extensive damage to the 
environment and losing $1.9 billion 
every month is colossal, considering the 
nature of  the global economy at the 
moment,” he disclosed.
Indeed, oil theft had become a national 
emergency, especially as the nation had 
not been able to meet its OPEC 
production quota.
Crude oil theft is not new in Nigeria. 
Indeed, the first report of  stealing of  the 
commodity dates back to the 80s when 
the military was still firmly in charge of  
administering the country. Since then, 
d i s c u s s i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e 
phenomenon have gained national 
prominence.
As far as two decades ago, oil theft was 
already an issue in the country's 
hydrocarbons sector. In fact, precisely in 
2012, a former Managing Director of  
the multinational oil giant, Shell, Mr. 
Mutiu Sunmonu, had after a tour of  
b u n k e r i n g  s i t e s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
development as “extremely saddening 
and worrisome.”
Although several layers of  security 
arrangements and special units have 
been set up by the federal government 
under various names, the problem has, 
as it were, gone from bad to worse. This 
is so much so that it is not only pinching 
the  indus t r y  p layer s,  dwar f ing 
government revenues, but has indeed 
despoiled the environment.
In its wake, crude oil theft in Nigeria, 
rumoured to be carried out with the 
connivance of  security personnel, 
community actors and even with the 
endorsement of  top government 
officials, is not only threatening the 

Nigerian economy, but has imperilled 
the operations of  the companies in the 
sector.
It is hitting home as the International 
O i l  C o m p a n i e s  ( I O C s )  b e g i n 
d ives tment  o f  the i r  asse t s  and 
indigenous Nigerian businessmen take 
over the running of  the facilities.
As it is, whereas over 30 years ago, 
Nigeria could produce over two million 
barrels of  oil per day seamlessly, today it 
struggles to drill as little as 1.4 million, 
even though the quota handed down by 
the  Organisa t ion of  Pet ro leum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is almost 
climbing 1.8 million bpd.
While oil producing nations are 
boosting their foreign reserves and 
National Oil Companies (NOCs) are 
declaring massive profits and bonuses, 
Nigeria, ironically, is worried about the 
rising price of  oil which has now settled 
above the $100 per barrel mark.
Prospective investors in the sector are 
literally on the run. Those caught in the 
space already are lamenting their 
unfortunate situations as they count 
their losses.
The cacophony of  voices bewailing the 
complete deterioration of  the country's 
oil and gas industry has increased in the 
last few years. Ordinarily reticent and 
conservative players in the industry have 
spoken up vehemently about the weight 
of  losses they carry.
From the angry to the helpless, some of  
the players have expressed their 
despondency at the intractable crisis in 
the Nigerian oil and gas industry.
Therefore, it is our position that 
surveillance contracts should be tied to 
performance such that when there are 
oil thefts you terminate the contract and 
it is always good that communities are 
involved because they know the 
environment better.
The oil companies should not keep 
conviction with their Memorandum of  
Understanding (MOUs), thereby 
m a k i n g  t h e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  l o s e 
confidence in the system.
When oil companies failed to sign or 
implement MOUs, “it becomes very 
difficult for the government to mediate 
when there are issues.
The security agencies must heighten 
their operations and they need to be 
resourced to enable them to also 
increase their level of  surveillance and 
for this to succeed, there must be 
sincerity on the part of  all stakeholders.

Wednesday 10 - Thursday 11 August, 2022      

Nigeria oil theft and call for
reviewed surveillance contract 
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Issues

emi Falana; lawyer, activist, Fsenior advocate, has accused 

the government of  President 

Muhammadu Buhari of  “failing to 

satisfactorily address the crisis of  

insecurity in the country, and doing 

nothing to end the mismanagement 

of  the economy under his watch.”

Falana stated this in a paper 

t i t l ed  Good  Gover nance  o r 

Misgovernance: The Contract 

Called Democracy, and delivered 

yesterday at the 50th anniversary 

interactive session held by the 

Abeokuta Club in Abeokuta, Ogun 

State.

Falana said, “In spite of  the 

decentralisation of  police powers at 

the centre the Federal Government 

has continued to kick against the 

creation of  state police service on 

t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  i s 

unconstitutional!”

Falana also said, “No doubt, 

based on the virtual collapse of  the 

secur i ty  archi tec ture  of  the 

neocolonial State, the Federal 

Gover nment  has  g r udgingly 

allowed state government to create 

state or regional security outfits. But 

they are not allowed to bear arms.”

According to Falana, “the 

personnel of  the regional security 

out f i t s  who are  armed with 

cutlasses and dane guns are 

expected to commit suicide by 

con f ron t ing  AK 47  bea r ing 

terrorists, bandits, kidnappers, 

herders and robbers.”

The paper, read in part: “In 

view of  the fact that the civilian 

Joint Task Force operatives are 

given licences to bear arms and 

ammunition, I have asked state 

governments to sue the Federal 

Government for refusing to grant 

licences to the personnel of  regional 

security outf i ts  for  al lowing 

dangerous criminals to breach the 

constitutional rights of  unarmed 

citizens to life and dignity.”

“ F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  i s 

discriminatory to deny licences to 

5,000 state security personnel to 

bear arms to protect millions of  

unarmed citizens while a few 

individuals are granted licences to 

acqu i re  weapons  to  p ro tec t 

themselves  and their  family 

members.”

“ C u r i o u s l y,  s o m e  s t a t e 

governors have also complained 

about the refusal of  the National 

Security Adviser to approve the 

app l i ca t ions  fo r  End  Use r s 

Certificates for importation of  

Drones to monitor and expose 

terrorists and kidnappers hiding in 

the forests.”

“With respect, such sabotage 

of  security ought to be challenged in 

the Federal High Court as the 

National Security Adviser has not 

been conferred with the power by 

any law to grant or reject the 

requests of  governors to acquire 

equipment to secure the areas that 

have been exposed to danger by the 

Federal Government.”

“The governors should have 

directed the requests  to  the 

President Buhari who has publicly 

challenged them to adopt all 

necessary measures to secure the 

states since he has asked them to 

stop rushing to the Villa to complain 

about insecurity or killings by 

criminal gangs.”

“In the Attorney-General of  

Rivers v Attorney-General of  the 

Federation the Federal High Court 

has  he ld  tha t  i t  i s  the  so le 

responsibility of  the Federal 

Government to fund the Nigeria 

Police Force.”

“Therefore, the executive 

should submit a supplementary 

money  b i l l  to  the  Nat iona l 

Assembly for the funding of  the 

police since it is the constitutional 

duty of  the police to maintain law 

and order in the country.”

“It is common knowledge that 

t h e  we a l t h  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e 

democratic process is sabotaged by 

members of  the ruling class has 

been traced to the coffers of  the 

government.”

“A public officer and his 

cronies have just been charged with 

the criminal diversion of  N109 

b i l l ion  f rom the  Federa t ion 

Account and bribes received from 

G o v e r n o r s ,  F i n a n c e 

Commissioners and heads of  

parastatals who had to jump the 

queue that was artificially erected in 

the office of  the Accountant-

General of  the Federation.”

“I am also aware that the sum 

of  N4.5 billion has just been found 

in the bank account of  the Surveyor-

General of  Ogun State.”

“I t  i s  no t  in  doubt  tha t 

misgovernance has replaced good 

governance in Nigeria while 

majority of  public officers have 

breached the contract called 

democracy.”

“Since the acquisition of  

security equipment alone cannot 

guarantee peace, law and order the 

Constitution has prescribed that the 

security and welfare of  the people 

shall be the primary purpose of  

government.”

“As part of  the fundamental 

objectives of  the neocolonial State 

the participation of  the people in 

their government is guaranteed in 

accordance with the provisions of  

the Constitution and the Electoral 

Act. The implication is that elected 

officials are mandatorily required to 

have their  mandate renewed 

periodically through fair and free 

elections.”

“Nigeria is said to be a State 

that is based on the principles of  

democracy and social justice, the 

federal, state and local governments 

are under a legal obligation to 

promote the happiness, freedom 

and prosperity of  the people. But in 

view of  the monetisation of  the 

electoral process by the political 

class, Nigeria cannot be said to be a 

democratic society.”

“It has become a plutocratic 

society where only the few rich 

people  can contest  and win 

e l e c t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s , 

d e m o c r a c y  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a 

government of  the people but a 

government of  a few rich and 

powerful individuals.”

“A  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e b y 

corruption is fought, even though 

p a r t i a l l y,  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government alone should stop.”

“In view of  the duty imposed 

on the State by section 15(5) of  the 

Constitution to 'abolish all corrupt 

practices and abuse of  power', the 

a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  3 6  s t a t e 

governments and the Federal 

Capital Territory should establish 

anti graft agencies to fight the 

menace of  corruption, recover 

looted fund and prosecute indicted 

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s  a n d 

organisations.”

“In addition to the recovery of  

looted public fund from all criminal 

elements, serving l and retired 

public officers who wish to contest 

elections should be thoroughly 

investigated. Those who betrayed 

the public trust by looting the 

treasury should not be allowed to 

pollute the electoral process with 

stolen money.”

“Nigerians must stop the 

dangerous culture of  of  “Owo Abu 

lafi se Abu lejo” (we used Abu's 

money to entertain Abu as a 

visitor).”

“The National Economic 

C o u n c i l  ( N E C )  e s t a b l i s h e d 

pursuant to section 153(1) and 

Paragraphs 18 & 19 of  Part I of  the 

Third Schedule to the Constitution 

has the mandate to 'advise the 

President concerning the economic 

affairs of  the Federation, and in 

particular on measures necessary 

for  the  coordinat ion  of  the 

economic planning efforts or 

economic programmes of  the 

various Governments of  the 

Federation.'”

“The National Economic 

Council chaired by the Vice- 

President is comprised of  the 

Governor of  each state of  the 

Federation and the Governor of  the 

Central Bank of  Nigeria.”

“ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e 

establishment of  the NEC by the 

Constitution, successive regimes 

have ignored its advice. They prefer 

to rely on the advice of  the 

Presidential Economic Council on 

the one hand and the International 

Monetary Fund and the World 

Bank on the other.”

“As a matter of  fact, the 

Government has swallowed hook, 

line and sinker the neoliberal 

economic policies dictated by the 

Bretton Wood institutions. Even 

though such policies have turned 

Nigeria into the headquarters of  

g l o b a l  p ove r t y  t h e  Fe d e r a l 

Government has not plucked up the 

courage to abandon them in the 

interest of  the national economy.”

“I wish to submit without any 

fear of  contradiction that the 

e c o n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e 

Government are in conflict with 

section 16 (3)(d) of  the Constitution 

which provides that the State shall 

ensure that 'suitable and adequate 

shelter, suitable and adequate food, 

reasonable national minimum 

living wage, old age care and 

pensions, and unemployment, sick 

benefits and welfare of  the disabled 

are provided for all citizens.'”

“To  guaran tee  adequa te 

resources  to  meet  the  bas ic 

responsibilities of  the Government 

the Constitutional has prohibited 

the concentration of  wealth or the 

means of  production and exchange 

in the hands of  a few people or of  a 

group.”

“It is crystal clear that the 

economy will soon enter into 

a n o t h e r  r e c e s s i o n  d u e  t o 

unprecedented importation of  fuel 

and other goods from western 

countr ies  and China,  g rand 

corruption, dollarisation of  the 

economy and implementation of  

neoliberal economic policies the 

Nigerian economy.”

“The mismanagement of  the 

economy has been confirmed by top 

o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e 

Comptroller-General of  Costoms, 

Colonel Hamid Ali has accused the 

Nigerian National Petroleum 

Corporation and Directorate of  

P e t r o l e u m  R e s o u r c e s  o f  

involvement in the smuggling of  

fuel into neighbouring countries the 

Governor of  the Central Bank of  

Nigeria, Mr. Godwin Emefiele has 

blamed the NNPC for not remitting 

do l l a r s  in to  the  Federa t ion 

Account.”

“Whereas the sum of  N443 

billion was provided for fuel subsidy 

in the 2022 budget the National 

A s s e m b l y  h a s  p a s s e d  t h e 

supplementary budget which 

increased the fund to N4 trillion. 

Based on the massive devaluation 

of  the Naira through dollarisation 

the Minister of  Finance, Mrs 

Zainab Ahmed has disclosed that 

fuel subsidy may gulp N6.5 trillion 

this year.”

“Meanwhile, the NNPC has 

been unbundled in accordance with 

the provisions of  the Petroleum 

Industry Act. But President Buhari 

has singlehandedly reorganised the 

oil and gas industry by appointing 

the members of  the Boards of  the 

NNPC and the new companies.”

“Although the NNPC, Central 

Bank of  Nigeria, and scores of  other 

parastatals and enterprises were 

established with fund from the 

Federation Account they are 

m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government alone. The investment 

of  Nigeria in the Nigerian Liquefied 

Natural Gas Limited (NLNG) was 

paid from the Federation Account. 

But the huge return of  over $20 

billion on the investment of  the 

Federation in the NLNG has been 

c o r n e r e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government.”

“The electricity companies and 

other parastatals and enterprises 

owned by the people of  Nigeria 

have privatised, commercialised or 

con-cessioned by the Federal 

Government without the consent of  

the state and local governments. 

Even the Federation Account is 

exclusively managed by the Federal 

Government. Thus, a token of  the 

revenue generated by over 100 

public enterprises belonging to 

N i g e r i a  i s  r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e 

Federation Account by the Federal 

Government.”

How Buhari is failing to address crisis of insecurity
and mismanagement — Falana SAN
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h e  J o i n t TAdmissions and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

Board has  vowed to 
s a n c t i o n  v i c e -
chancel lors,  rectors, 
registrars,  and other 
h e a d s  o f  t e r t i a r y 
institutions who continue 
to  engage  in  i l l ega l 
admissions.

This was contained in 

sun State House 

Oof  Assembly has 
passed into law 

the bill seeking to upgrade 
the College of  Education 
Ilesa to a full f ledge 
university.

T h e  l a w m a k e r s 
passed the bill titled, 
Osun State establishment 
Bill 2022, at their plenary 
on Monday.

Commenting on the 
upgrade of  the College to 

 political and 

Aenvironmental 
anthropologist, 

Prof. Omolade Adunbi, 
is the first African and 
Nigerian to be appointed 
the a Director of  the 
African Studies Center at 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Michigan, United States 
of  America.

A statement by the 
ins t i tu t ion  sa id  the 
University of  Michigan, 
Ann Arbor,  was the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  
America's number one 
public university and 
among the top twenty 
best universities in the 
world.

The centre's mission 
includes deepening and 
expanding scholarly and 
educational partnerships 
b e t w e e n  U - M  a n d 
African insti tutions, 
supporting exchanges of  
students, faculty, and 
staff  between U-M and 
African insti tutions, 
enhancing the study of  
Africa, past and present, 
w i t h i n  t h e  U - M 
curriculum, connecting 
faculty and students 
working in/on Africa 
from all colleges and 
units on campus, foster 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
r e s e a r c h  t o  f i n d 

imaginative solutions to 
contemporary social, 
c u l t u r a l ,  m e d i c a l , 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  a n d 
environmental problems, 
and serve as a public 
resource on Africa and 
Michigan's involvement 
with it for the state and 
local community.

It added that until his 
appointment, Adunbi 
recently served as an 
Associate  Chair  for 
African Studies in the 
Department of  Afro-
American and African 
Studies  at  the same 
university.

“ M y  p l a n  i s  f o r 

Michigan to take the lead 
i n  s h ow i n g  h ow  t o 
effectively engage with 
Africa as equal partners 
i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 
alliances,'' said Adunbi.

Adunbi received his 
MPhil  and Ph.D. in 
Anthropology, an MA in 
African Studies with a 
concentration in politics 
and political economy all 
from Yale University. He 
o b t a i n e d  h i s 
undergraduate degree in 
Philosophy from the 
Ondo State University 
( n o w  E k i t i  S t a t e 
University) in Nigeria.

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y,  t h e 
Speaker of  the Assembly, 
Timothy Owoeye said, 
“Now that the Bill has 
been passed into law, the 
Governor may appoint a 
working Committee to 
see to the making of  the 
University anytime from 
now.”

Speaking on the rising 
insecurity in the state, 
Owoeye charged the 
yo u t h  n o t  t o  a l l ow 
politicians use them as 

agents of  destruction.
O w o e y e  i n  a 

statement by his Press 
Secretary, Kunle Alabi, 
also enjoined parents and 
guardian to ensure that 
their wards were not 
engaged to destroy peace 
of  the state.

The Speaker, who 
m a d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o 
Minority leader of  the 
House, Mr Kofoworola 
A d e w u n m i  w h o s e 
f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  w a s 
t o r c h e d  d u r i n g  t h e 

weekend, stated, “I want 
to charge our youths not 
to allow themselves to be 
u s e d  a s  a g e n t s  o f  
distabilisation.

“ D o  n o t  a l l o w 
yourselves to be used for 
t h u g ge r y,  yo u  mu s t 
ensure that the peace that 
the state is known for 
r e m a i n s.  T h e  p e a c e 
e n j oye d  b e f o r e  a n d 
during the administration 
of  Governor Oyetola 
should be guarded for it 
not to erode the state.”

h e  N a t i o n a l TAssoc ia t ion  o f  
Nigerian Students 

i s  s e t  t o  engage  the 
Minister of  Labour and 
E m p l o y m e n t ,  C h r i s 
Ngige, and Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  A d a m u 
Adamu, over  a l leged 
reports that the Federal 
G ove r n m e n t  h a s  n o 
m o n e y  t o  m e e t  t h e 
demands of  the striking 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities.

The student body has, 
however, dissociated itself  
from a report calling for 
the sack of  the Governor 
of  the Central Bank of  
N i g e r i a ,  G o d w i n 
E m e f i e l e ,  b y  s o m e 
“faceless students.”

The associat ion 's 
Vice President (Special 
Duties), Odiahi Ikhine, 
who addressed a news 
conference on Monday in 
Abuja, said the students 
w e r e  u n h a p p y  w i t h 
comments credited to the 
Minister of  State for 
Labour and Employment, 
Festus Keyamo, that the 
g o ve r n m e n t  h a d  n o 
m o n e y  t o  m e e t  t h e 
demands of  ASUU.

Keyamo was said to 
have asked parents to beg 
ASUU to call off  the strike 
because the government 
could not afford the 1.2 
trillion demands of  the 

union as proposed by the 
Emeritus Professor Nimi 
Briggs Committee on 
renegotiation of  the 2009 
FGN/ASUU agreement.

I k h i n e  s a i d  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
Association would meet 
with Adamu and Ngige to 
know exactly what was 
happening after President 
Buhari gave a directive 
that the strike be resolved 
within two weeks and 
government officials were 
coming out to say that 
there was no money to 

meet the demands of  the 
union.

He vowed that the 
students would not relent 
in their efforts to ensure 
the right thing is done.

“On the issue of  
ASUU strike, we as an 
organisation have been 
doing our best. We have 
been able to pressure the 
gover nment  and jus t 
recently the NLC called 
for a protest and we joined 
them. As it is, we are not 
relenting.

restated its vow not to 
condone  any  i l l ega l 
admission conducted by 
any institution going 
forward, adding that 
candidates who accept 
a n y  a d m i s s i o n  n o t 
approved on the Central 
Admissions Processing 
S y s t e m  wo u l d  h ave 
themselves to blame 
w h i l e  h e a d s  o f  

 “For the avoidance 
of  doubt, all admissions 
to  Niger ian  te r t iar y 
institutions must be done 
through the  Centra l 
Admissions Processing 
System. Therefore, no 
candidate is  deemed 
admitted until he/she has 
printed such an offer of  
admis s ion  f rom the 
CAPS platform.”

Reports have that 

JAMB has been engaged 

a statement published on 
the website of  the board.

The statement, which 
was obtained by our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o n 
Sunday, partly read, “In a 
bid to give effect to the 
directives of  the Minister 
of  Education, Adamu 
A d a m u ,  t h e  J o i n t 
A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Matriculat ion Board 

institutions who flout this 
d i r e c t i v e  w o u l d  b e 
sanctioned.”

It added, “The era of  
candidates accepting 
illegal admissions and 
then mounting pressure 
on the board to condone 
the same is over as the 
candidate would also be 
treated as an accomplice 
to the criminal act.

in a series of  war with 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o v e r 

admissions conducted 

outside of  CAPS.

In 2021 alone, the 

r e g i s t r a r  o f  t h e 

examination board, Prof  

Ishaq Oloyede, revealed 

t h a t  n o  f e w e r  t h a n 

7 0 0 , 0 0 0  i l l e g a l 

a d m i s s i o n s  w e r e 

uncovered.

JAMB threatens sanction over illegal admission 

Osun passes bill upgrading Ilesa college to
varsity 

Nigerian don becomes University
of Michigan director

NANS to engage FG over ASUU
demands 

Oloyede

Adunbi
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he West African TE x a m i n a t i o n s 
C o u n c i l  h a s 

released the 2022 West 
African Senior School 
Certificate Examination 
results for school and 
withheld the results of  
365,564 candidates in 
connection with various 
r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  o f  
examination malpractice. 

S p e a k i n g  o n 
Monday at the WAEC 
office, Yaba,  Head of  
Nigeria National Office, 
Mr Patr ick  Areghan, 
while announcing the 
release of  the results, said 
students' preparations for 
the examinations were 
p o o r ,  a d d i n g  t h a t 
candidates were no longer 
ready to learn. 

 He explained that 
the 365,564 candidates 
represented 22.83% of  the 
t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  
candidates that sat the 
examination, saying the 
nu m b e r  wa s  1 1 . 7 4 % 
higher than the 10.9% 
recorded in the WASSCE 
for School Candidates, 
2021. 

A r e g h a n  s a i d , 
''Reasons for this are not 
far-fetched.  Candidates 
are no longer ready to 
learn.  Preparations for 
examinations are poor.  

he Registrar, Joint TAdmiss ions  and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

B o a r d ,  P r o f .  I s h a q 
Oloyede, has said the 
conduct of  its 2022 mop-up 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination cost over 
N100m. 

Speaking on Saturday 
whi le  moni tor ing  the 

h e  A c a d e m i c TStaff  Union of  
P o l y t e c h n i c s , 

Delta State, has decried 
the shortage of  staff  in the 
two Polytechnics in the 
state. 

T h e y  c a l l e d  o n 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa 
to as a matter of  urgency 
address the situation. 

The ASUP Zonal 
Coordinator,  South-
South & South-East, Mr 
Precious Nwakodo, and 
the chapter Chairmen, 
Delta State Polytechnics 
Ogwashi-Uku and Otefe, 
Mr Joseph Iwezu and Mr 

Henry Obeh respectively 
disclosed this at Ogwashi-
Uku. 

They said, “It became 
imperative after several 
attempts to make the 
I f e a n y i  O k o w a - l e d 
administration review its 
position on the issue of  
staff  inadequacy. 

''The dearth of  staff  
h a s  b e e n  a  s e r i o u s 
problem for the two state-
owned polytechnics as it 
has not employed new 
staff  since 2008. 

“Resigned, retired, 
and dismissed staff  are 
yet to be replaced. This 

has left huge staff  deficits 
in the institutions.” 

 “About 60 per cent of  
t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e s e 
polytechnics are full-time 
employees while others 
are employed on an ad-
hoc basis”

On the issue of  salary 
subvention policy in the 
state-owned polytechnics, 
“The union rejected the 
policy and has given 
Governor Okowa 30 days 
ultimatum to review his 
position. 

“ S i n c e  t h e 
in t roduct ion  of  th i s 
policy in April 2022, staff  
of  the institutions now 

receive salaries three 
weeks into the new month 
which has a negative 
effect on the economic 
lives of  these workers. 

“This ugly trend has 
continued to worsen as 
the  months  pass  by. 
Management of  these 
institutions is finding it 
extremely difficult to raise 
several millions of  naira 
monthly to augment what 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
provides.” 

They lamented that 
the policy had adverse 
consequences on tertiary 
education in the state. 

conduct of  the examination 
in some centres in Lagos, 
Oloyede explained that 
rewriting of  the exam 
became a necessity for 
candidates who could not 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e 
examination during the 
main exercise in May for 
various reasons and largely 
d u e  t o  e x a m i n a t i o n 
malpractice. 

He added that over 
42,000 candidates were 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e 
examination in five states. 

“ R e w r i t i n g  t h e 
examination has cost the 
board over N100m. The 
c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
examination in the 10 
cen t re s  a f f ec ted ,  was 
carried out in the belief  that 
the board is conscious of  

the fact that no matter how 
few, there are still some 
genuine candidates among 
them. 

“A f t e r  a  t h o r o u g h 
analysis of  the conduct of  
the 2022 UTME in 10 
centres spreads across five 
states of  the federation 
w h e r e  e x a m i n a t i o n 
m a l p r a c t i c e  w a s 
established to have taken 

place, it became necessary 
to cancel the results of  all 
candidates who sat for the 
examination in the affected 
states. 

“Other categories of  
candidates rescheduled for 
the mop-up UTME are 
those with finger print 
errors, BVN failure and 
technical issues.” 

Oloyede decried the 
activities of  the centres that 
were involved in aiding and 
abe t t ing  examina t ion 
malpractice, saying the 
owners of  the centres had 
yet to make payment for the 
exercise,” he said.

He noted that it would 
be worth the while even 
i f  i t  w a s  o n l y  o n e 
candidate that could be 
r e s c u e d  f r o m  t h e 
consequences of  the 
malpractice. 

 “The candidates have 
seen for themselves that 
cutting corners do not 
pay. They have seen that 
they are repeating the 
examination, though it 
costs us a lot of  money. 

“The only shortest 
way to success is hard 
work,” he said. 

The registrar stated 
that the fight against 

examination malpractice 
was non-negotiable with 
the board. 

Meanwhile, it was 
obser ved  tha t  some 
candidates could not 
start their exam until 
about 30 to 40 minutes 
a f t e r  t h e i r  a l l o t t e d 
star ting time due to 
pressure on the exam 
officials as they were 
many. 

It was also learnt that 
some candidates did not 
get to their centres on 
t ime,  g iv ing severa l 
e x c u s e s  s u c h  a s 
mistaking the WAEC 
testing centre for WAEC 
International Office for 
their lateness. 

H o w e v e r ,  s o m e 
candidates at WAEC 
Testing and Training 
Centre, Ogba, WAEC 
International Office on 
Agidingbi and the centre 
at the JKK House Ilupeju 
on Ikorodu Road, said 
there were no serious 
hitches while the exam 
lasted.

“The analysis of  the 
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t h e 
examination shows that 
out  of  the 1,601,047 
candidates that sat the 
examination, 1,409,529 
candidates, representing 
88.04%, obtained credit 
and above in a minimum 
of  any five subjects (i.e 
with or without English 
L a n g u a g e  a n d /  o r 
Mathematics;

 “  1 , 2 2 2 , 5 0 5 
candidates, representing 
76.36%, obtained credits 
and above in a minimum 
of  five subjects, including 
English Language and 
Mathematics.” 

Areghan stressed 
t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
candidates  who were 
s p o n s o r e d  b y  S t a t e s 
indebted to the Council 
would not be released until 
they pay up. 

“The  resu l t s  a re 
being uploaded on the 
r e s u l t s  w e b s i t e .  
Candidates who sat the 
examination and who 
h av e  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r 
financial obligations to the 
Council can access their 
results on the Council's 
results website within the 
next twelve hours. 

“ C o p i e s  o f  t h e 

ban, and non-adherence to 
registration deadline were 
nagging issues. 

''This was perhaps 
the highest headache the 
Council encountered on 
the road to the conduct of  
the examination.  Some 
schools simply 'slept off' 
and  fa i led  to  do  the 
needful. 

' ' S o m e  f a i l e d  t o 
upload their students' 
CASS at the stipulated 
time and many failed to 
m e e t  r e g i s t r a t i o n 

There is over-reliance on 
the so-called 'Expo', which 
is actually non-existent.  
Candidates simply got 
frustrated when they got 
into the examination hall 
and discovered that all 
they had celebrated was 
fake. This has pitiably led 
to some of  them failing the 
examination, which if  
t h e y  h a d  r e l i e d  o n 
themselves and studied 
hard, would have passed 
like many others.'' 

While giving the 
performance analysis, he 
revealed that  88.04% of  
the candidates who sat the 
2022 WASSCE obtained 
credit and above in a 
minimum of  any five 
sub jec t s  ( i . e  wi th  or 
without English Language 
and/ or Mathematics and 
76.36% obtained credits 
and above in a minimum 
of  five subjects, including 
English Language and 
Mathematics. 

Areghan revealed 
that a total of  1,607,981 
candidates registered for 
the examination from 
2 0 , 2 2 2  r e c o g n i s e d 
secondary schools in the 
country, adding that of  the 
number that registered for 
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n , 
1,601,047 candidates sat 
the examination. 

Result Listing will be sent 
to schools shortly.  I need 
not restate the fact that the 
results of  candidates who 
are sponsored by States 
indebted to the Council 
will not be released now 
until they pay up.  We 
appeal to them to do so to 
e n a b l e  t h e  a f f e c t e d 
schools/candidates to 
access their results.” 

He lamented that the 
increasing use of  cell 
phones in the examination 
hall, in spite of  the existing 

deadlines, to the extent 
that some schools ended 
up not presenting their 
s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e 
examination.  Yet, some 
who reg i s t e red  the i r 
students offline failed to 
upload the i r  ent r ies !  
Again, others failed to 
meet deadlines due to 
criminal 'shopping' for 
candidates.  By the time 
they  rea l i zed  i t ,  the 
window had closed,'' said 
Areghan.

WAEC releases 2022 WASSCE results, withholds 365,564 

UTME mop-up exam costs JAMB over N100m – Oloyede 

ASUP decries shortage of staff in Delta
polytechnics 
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he people  o f  I s iagu Tcommunity, in Awka 

South Local Government 

Area of  Anambra State, has 

p l e d g e d  t o  r e - e l e c t  H o n . 

Chukwuma Pius OKoye, an All 

Progressive Grand Alliance 

( A P G A ) ,  L a w m a k e r 

r e p re sen t ing  Awka  Sou th 

Constituency 2 in Anambra State 

House of  Assembly, in the 2023 

general election, as a result of  the 

just  concluded free dental 

healthcare services which the 

Lawmaker expedited to their 

community. News Echo had 

earlier reported that Okoye, had 

on 2nd August, 2022, alongside 

his supporters, flags off  a six-days 

free dental healthcare services to 

seven communities that formed 

the constituency, at St. Matthew 

Catholic Church Amawbia, 

Awka South Local government 

area of  the state, in an attestation 

of  the dividends of  the mandate 

given to him in 2019 general 

elections. The communities are; 

A m a w b i a ,  N i s e ,  N i b o , 

Umuawulu, Mbaukwu, Ezinator 

and Isiagu. Speaking in separate 

interviews with Journalists, at the 

c l o s i n g  c e r e m o n y  o f  t h e 

programme, held at Afor Market 

Square, Isiagu, over the weekend, 

the elated residents made up of  

c o m m u n i t y  s t a k e h o l d e r s 

conveyed their gratitude to Hon. 

Okoye, for providing a relief  to 

those with teeth challenges and 

other numerous constituency 

projects he has done so far in the 

community, while vowing to re-

elect him for another term at the 

State Assembly. According to 

them previous past lawmakers 

had ignored their pleas for quality 

Healthcare Services, Education 

and  Youth  Empower ment 

Programmes.  The residents 

asserted that Okoye's return to 

the State Assembly in 2023 will 

g u a r a n t e e  m o r e  k e y 

infrastructural development 

initiatives to not only Isiagu 

community but to the entire 

A w k a  S o u t h  2  S t a t e 

Constituency. 

The Lawmaker,  who is 

seeking a re-election to the State 

Assembly, under the platform of  

(APGA), appreciated the support 

and solidarity of  the community 

indigenes, which he identified as 

b e i n g  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n . 

Commenting on the kind gesture, 

Okoye said a total of  three 

t h o u s a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d 

constituents irrespective of  any 

political affiliations, benefited 

f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m m e.  H e 

promised to do more, if  given 

another opportunity to represent 

them. President General of  the 

community, Chief  Louis Okeke, 

t h a n k e d  O k o y e ,  f o r  t h e 

humanitarian service, while 

rallying community residents to 

ensure his reelection. 

The PG added that the 

Lawmaker had performed to 

deserve the full support of  the 

community in the 2023 electoral 

contest. Chief  Okeke, noted that 

the lawmaker has been doing a lot 

of  development projects in the 

community ever before he 

venture into politics. "He is 

currently refurbishing all the 

healthcare centres in Isiagu 

Community.

I  a s s u r e  h i m  t h a t  t h e 

community, also under my watch 

would vote for him for another 

term in office, he stated. In his 

remark, the Traditional ruler of  

the community, Igwe Austin 

Nwankwo, also assured that the 

constituents will ensure they 

return Hon. Okoye to the State 

Assembly to consolidate on the 

good works he has commenced. 

According to the Monarch, who 

was represented by his Palace 

Public Relations Officer (PRO), 

Chief  Sunday Ozumba, no 

politician in the area, has done 

something like this. This is a 

wo n d e r f u l  t h i n g  t h a t  h a s 

happened in my community. We 

remained greatful. And  I assure 

him of  90 percent votes from 

Isiagu community.

In their separate interviews, 

Hon. Chika Nwoye, Evangelist 

Chinelu Okoli and Pa Alexander 

Okeke, expressed that Hon. 

O k o y e ,  h a s  p r o v e n  t h a t 

leadership can't be judged based 

on age, they recounted how the 

lawmaker has been facilitating 

empowerment training and 

programmes for youths and 

women in the Constituency. 

They both promised to intensify 

campaign for his re-election bid.

Anambra community enjoys free dental services
to 3, 100 constituents from APGA lawmaker

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

From 3rd left, Chief Sunday Ozumba, Hon. Chukwuma Okoye (middle) and supporters during the closing ceremony of
the six days free medical services, held at Afor Market, Isiagu, Awka LGA, over the weekend

Isiagu community leaders, medical dentist, APGA Chieftains and Hon. Chukwuma Okoye, during the event

President General, Isiagu community, Mr. Louis Okeke, addressing bene�ciaries during
the medical outreach, over the weekend
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News Analysis

pex Igbo Socio-cultural 

Aorganisation, Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo, has accused the 

president, Muhammadu Buhari 

of  b laming the vic t ims of  

insecurity in Southeast rather 

than going after the perpetrators 

of  the carnage in the region.

Reacting to the killings in 

Imo State, Buhari called on 

“community  and re l ig ious 

leaders to speak more forcefully 

against the killings and to stand 

up and defend the ethos of  the 

nation's cultural and religious 

heritage.”

The apex Igbo group led by 

Ambassador Professor George 

Obiozor said the president's 

position “which is nuanced 

against the South East as a haven 

for terrorists that attack non 

indigenes and law enforcement 

officials; implying that the 

insecurity persists because the 

leaders have not forcefully 

spoken,” adding that: “This is 

very unfair to the Igbo, especially 

when the presidency knows the 

root cause and the nature of  the 

insecurity in the South East.

Chiedozie Alex Ogbonnia, 

P h D ;  N a t i o n a l  P u b l i c i t y 

Secretary, Ohanaeze Ndigbo 

Worldwide in a statement issued 

on Monday said the “remarks by 

the presidency appear to have 

ignored the prolonged open war 

with the Boko Haram in the 

North East; the Banditry in the 

North West, especially in Katsina 

State; the Fulani Herdsmen 

invasion of  several communities 

in the Middle Belt region; the 

Church massacre at Owo; the 

d a i ly  k i d n a p p i n g s  o n  o u r 

highways; the Kaduna-Abuja 

train abduction, etc.”

The statement reads: The 

attention of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 

Worldwide led by Ambassador 

Professor George Obiozor has 

been drawn to the statement that 

made various headlines where 

“President Muhammadu Buhari 

Flays Killings in the South East”. 

According to Mallam Garba 

Shehu, the Special Assistant to 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  M e d i a , 

“President Muhammadu Buhari 

condemned in strong terms the 

recent attacks against non-

indigenes and law enforcement 

officials by terrorists in the South 

East, calling on the “community 

and religious leaders to speak 

more forcefully against the 

killings and to stand up and 

defend the ethos of  the nation's 

cultural and religious heritage”. 

This Day August 7, 2022 reports 

that “President Buhari's reaction 

came amid reports of  the slaying 

of  six Nigerien citizens and the 

brutal killing of  a number of  

policemen at their duty posts.”

O h a n a e z e  N d i g b o 

Worldwide joins the Presidency 

and indeed the good people of  

Nigeria in condemning this 

dastardly act that occurred at Imo 

State, South East of  Nigeria.  

O h a n a e z e  h a s  r e p e a t e d ly 

explained that amongst the Igbo, 

human life is very sacred. The 

sanctity of  life is so elevated that 

killing of  a human being in 

w h a t eve r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  i s 

considered an abomination. In 

fact it is not in the character of  the 

Igbo to kill in whatever disguise. 

These recent developments are 

indeed very much alien to the 

reflexes, culture and norms of  the 

South East. And we have often 

called on the Nigerian security 

operatives to ensure that the 

perpetrators of  such acts are 

brought to book as a deterrent to 

others. Surely, the failure of  the 

Nigerian security agents to fish 

out the criminals cannot be 

blamed on the Igbo.

Ohanaeze Ndigbo however 

frowns at the statement by the 

Presidency which is nuanced 

against the South East as a haven 

for terrorists that attack non 

indigenes and law enforcement 

officials; implying that the 

insecurity persists because the 

leaders have not forcefully 

spoken. This is very unfair to the 

Igbo,  e spec ia l ly  when  the 

presidency knows the root cause 

and the nature of  the insecurity in 

the South East. It needs be added 

that the solution to the insecurity 

in the South East lies in the 

e n o r m o u s  p o w e r s  o f  t h e 

presidency.

The above remarks by the 

pres idency appear  to  have 

ignored the prolonged open war 

with the Boko Haram in the 

North East; the Banditry in the 

North West, especially in Katsina 

State; the Fulani Herdsmen 

invasion of  several communities 

in the Middle Belt region; the 

Church massacre at Owo; the 

d a i ly  k i d n a p p i n g s  o n  o u r 

highways; the Kaduna-Abuja 

train abduction, etc,.  A few 

instances highlights the current 

state of  insecurity in Nigeria:

Two months ago, suspected 

armed herdsman in the early 

hours of  Sunday, June 21, 

allegedly killed about thirty 

persons in two communities of  

Okpokwu Local Government 

Area of  Benue State in what has 

been described as unprovoked 

attacks on civilians. Channels 

Television informed that the 

Police Public Relations Officer 

for the Benue State Command, 

Deputy Superintendent of  Police, 

Sewuese Anene, confirmed the 

attack to journalist in a brief  

statement. And several others I 

Benue State….

On Monday July 22, 2022, 

gunmen attacked some officials 

of  the 7 Guards Battalion of  the 

Nigerian Army Presidential 

Guards Brigade. The incident, 

which took place around the 

Bwari Area Council of  Abuja, left 

three soldiers wounded and eight 

personnel killed. According to the 

r e p o r t ,  “ t wo  o f  t h e  s l a i n 

personnel were officers, including 

a captain and a lieutenant, while 

the remaining were other ranks”.

On Friday, August 5, 2022, 

Advocacy News reports that 

“Gunmen have abducted 14 

Indian nationals working with a 

ceramics company in Ajaokuta 

Local Government Area of  Kogi 

state. According to the report, 

“two Indians, two police officers 

and two drivers were killed when 

the gunmen struck”. It added that 

“they were on their way home 

f r o m  wo r k  ( We s t  A f r i c a n 

Ceramics) when the gunmen 

attacked their Coaster bus.”

A Wisconsin-based Armed 

Conflict Location & Event Data 

Project (ACLED), one of  the 

world's most reliable conflict data 

aggregators, stated that “there 

were  18  abduc t ion  even t s 

t a r ge t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s 

nor ther n  Niger ia  be tween 

January 2018 and April 2021. The 

ACLED data also shows that the 

bandits killed more than 2,600 

civilians in 2021, an increase of  

over 250% from 2020. This 

number dwarfs that of  civilian 

deaths credited to Boko Haram 

and the Islamic State West Africa 

Province in the same year”.

It added that in the “period 

between December 2020 and 

August 2021, more than 1,000 

students and school staff  were 

abducted. Within six months, as 

many as 343 people were killed, 

while 830 others were abducted 

by bandits between July and 

September 2021 in Kaduna state 

alone, according to figures from 

the state government”. As at now, 

all schools in the Federal Capital 

Territory have been closed down 

on account of  insecurity and no 

person contemplates a reopening.

Paradoxically, when the 

district head of  Daura, the 

hometown of  Mr President, was 

kidnapped and was freed after 

two months, Mallam Garba 

Shehu was quoted as saying that 

the “incident was evidence that 

D u a r a  wa s  n o t  r e c e i v i n g 

preferential treatment and that 

in secur i ty  was  a  na t iona l 

problem.

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s,  w h e n 

insecurity manifests in the North 

West, it is a national problem; but 

when on the other hand, it occurs 

in the South East, it is blamed on 

the inability of  the “community 

and religious leaders to speak 

more forcefully against the 

killings and to stand up and 

defend the ethos of  the nation's 

cultural and religious heritage”.

I can state without any fear of  

contradiction that the Igbo 

possess the greatest wanderlust as 

well as the most hospitable 

dispositions amongst the various 

ethnics in the world. The non-

indigenes in the South East enjoy 

untrammeled friendliness, inter-

e t h n i c  a s s i m i l a t i o n  a n d 

conducive business environment; 

what happened to the non-

indigenes in the South East is 

most regrettable as part of  the 

current national calamity.

One would think that the 

inevitable consequences of  the 

o r c h e s t r a t e d  m e n d a c i o u s 

propaganda, dubiety, subterfuge, 

sabotage and serial alienation 

against the South East of  Nigeria 

are already staring us in the face. 

According to the Governor of  

Sokoto State, Alhaji Aminu 

Wa z i r i  T a m b u w a l :  “ t h e 

marginalisation of  the South-

East geopolitical zone by the 

Federal Government of  Nigeria 

under President Muhammadu 

B u h a r i  i s  c r a z y  a n d 

unprecedented”. Tambuwal 

adds: “I feel sad and disturbed 

each time I see the Igbo crying of  

marginalization. The Federal 

Government of  Nigeria has been 

unfair to the Igbo. In all socio-

economic activities is like the 

Igbo are not part of  the nation”. 

Tambuwal wondered how Buhari 

could hope to achieve good 

governance and prosperity in 

Nigeria by sidelining the Igbo 

resilience, creativity, ingenuity 

and capaci ty  to  s t imulate, 

promote and incentivize the 

abundant but dormant human 

resources in Nigeria. How do we 

fight insecurity by appointment 

of  service chiefs  based on 

ethnocentr ic  and re l ig ious 

considerations as against the best 

global practices of  military 

competence?  Put differently, how 

can the South East be excluded 

among the over 16 service chiefs 

in the Nigerian armed and 

paramilitary forces and expect 

insecurity not to fester?  And 

how; and how; and how…..?

And when the chickens have 

come home to roost, we resort to 

blaming the victim. The famous 

psychologist, William Ryan, 

espoused that blaming the victim 

is an atrocious ideology that tries 

to justify social injustice against a 

group. The oppressor deliberately 

c r e a t e s  a n  u n j u s t  c h a o t i c 

environment for the oppressed; 

and blames the victims for the 

inevitable crises that f lows 

therefrom.

In conclusion, it is very 

uncharitable, if  not mischievous, 

to poison undiscerning minds by 

insinuating that non indigenes 

and security officials are killed by 

the terrorists in the South East.  

On the other hand, to appropriate 

national problem to the South 

East of  Nigeria is an ethnic 

p r e j u d i c e  t a k e n  t o o  f a r. 

Invariably, banditry in the North 

Central persists because their 

leaders have not forcefully spoken 

or rather they are publicly 

celebrated and turbaned or still, 

offered the Sheik Gumi option.

Both history and current 

events in the country must have 

shown that unjust policy against 

the just shall ultimately vindicate 

the just.

Insecurity in North West is a national problem but insecurity in South
East is blamed on the Community. - Ohanaeze Ndigbo blasts Buhari
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o strengthen economic Tactivities in Imo State, 

r e s id e n t s  o f  t im br e 

m a r k e t ,  N a z e,  i n c l u d i n g 

motorists plying the road, have 

decried deplorable state of  the 

ring road, seeking for immediate 

rehabilitation by Imo State 

Government. They said when 

the road is put in good shape, it 

wi l l  not  only  ease  t ra f f ic 

movement, but encourages, 

boosts productivity, strengthens 

commercial  act ivi t ies  and 

thereby increase the internally 

generated revenue of  the state for 

even development and comfort. 

Remarkably, the road which 

links timber market from Naze 

Roundabout, Aba Road, to 

Egbu, culminates at Road Safety 

Junction, Egbu, stretching 

towards Mbaise,  Umuahia 

Road, Uratta and Orji areas, was 

awarded for rehabilitation by the 

Ihedioha led Rebuild Imo 

regime and then rewarded by 

U z o d i m m a  l e d  S h a r e d 

Prosperity administration. The 

construction of  the road takes 

s n a i l  s p e e d  h av i n g  b e e n 

contracted for over two years. 

Today, no contracting firm is 

seen on cite. They abandoned 

the road to pose danger to its 

users. Unfortunately, the road is 

not always motorable especially 

when there is rain. Speaking to 

News Echo reporter who visited 

the area last week, an indigene of  

Naze community and a teacher, 

Mazi Iheoma Okoro, expressed 

bitterness over the suffering 

residents of  the community are 

exposed to given to the ugly 

condition of  the road. He 

frowned that the road has been 

under construction for over two 

years with no tangible result on 

sight. Okoro, who called on 

"Imo State Government to fully 

mobilize the contracting firm 

handling the road project in 

order to expedite action to 

complete the road if  it is yet to do 

so", believes that "the road when 

adequately rehabilitated will 

enhance economic activities, just 

as social comfort will be boosted 

at the area which is a business 

hub. Government ought to 

intervene immediately to save us 

from excruciating pain and 

agony associated with the filthy 

environment".

Baring his mind, a student of  

Federal Polytechnic, Nekede, 

Owerri, who lives at the area, 

C o m r a d e  E k w e r e i k e 

Christopher, said the Imo State 

Government feels lackadaisical 

in meeting the needs of  the 

p e o p l e  h e n c e  e c o n o m i c 

hardship, lack of  employment, 

deplorable state of  the ever busy 

road which he said is a death trap 

to users, recounting that the road 

is a den of  armed robbers, who 

had robbed countless numbers 

of  motorists, passengers and 

pedestrians of  their money and 

other valuable items without any 

intervention by security agents 

who he accused of  intimidation 

and extortion of  money from 

motorists and passengers on the 

road.

"This is the road leading to 

Owerri timber market, Naze" 

(pointing his fist at the road). 

"The road is a mess. Ogbosisi, 

located at Naze community, is 

the commercial hub of  Imo 

State, no doubt. The evidence of  

governance is no longer felt in 

Imo State, especially in Owerri 

Zone. This is the height of  

ignorance by the so-called 

leaders, because they rarely ply 

this route. The masses suffer 

everyday in their own land and 

the state we call our own. And 

nothing is being practically done 

about it  given to bad and 

insensitive leadership despite the 

r i c h  n a t u r a l  a n d  h u m a n 

resources we are blessed with. "It 

is unfortunate to be a Nigerian 

where rulers neither have regard 

nor passion for humanity. There 

are bad roads everywhere in the 

s ta te.  Thi s  l ink  road  can 

decongest traffic gridlock if  solid 

materials are used to construct it 

and timely too. The 3r led 

administration should wake up, 

focus on good governance, stop 

playing politics with the welfare 

and wellbeing of  citizens who 

produce the wealth of  the state. 

Our resources should be used to 

develop our state to make living 

pleasurable for all residents", 

Ekwereike opined. Urging the 

relevant authority to consider the 

wellbeing of  residents of  the area 

and quicken the rehabilitation of  

the Naze timber market ring 

road, a lecturer with Federal 

Univers i ty  of  Technology 

(FUTO) Owerri and a motorist 

who uses the said road, Dr. 

Iheanyichukwu Omereji, harped 

that the road when completed 

will attract investors who will 

richly invest in the state, stating 

that timber market is a big 

bus iness  which  genera tes 

gigantic money to government 

or individual who invest hugely 

in it. "I cannot point out one 

thing we are benefiting from the 

government. Go to Naze timber 

market road you will cry bitterly 

over its dilapidation. That road is 

one of  the busiest roads in 

Owerri. It leads to Egbu, Uratta, 

Awaka, Emekuku, Azaraegbelu, 

Mbaise, Obowo, Umuahia, 

Airport and Aba. The road is a 

death trap. Yesterday, I spent 

plenty money fixing my car 

because I plied the bad road. The 

money I spent is still paining me 

because this is a harsh economic 

season for us here in Imo State. I 

am really ashamed of  some 

fellow youths who shower praise 

o n  t h e  n o n -  p e r f o r m i n g 

government of  the day over pot 

of  porridges. "Therefore, I'm 

pleading with the Government 

of  Imo State to as a matter of  

urgency hasten up to fix this ring 

road: Naze timber market road, 

Owerri. By this measure, there 

will be free traffic. And social 

economic and educational 

activities will be quickened.”

Residents, motorists decry deplorable Naze timber
market road, seek immediate rehabilitation by Govt

Deplorable sate of the Naze timber market road in Owerri
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Controversy

here were indications Tthat the All Progresives 

C o n g r e s s ,  E b o n y i 

Chapter, was plotting to suspend 

Governor David Umahi's major 

rival for Ebonyi South Zone 

ticket,  Ann Agom-Eze. 

Findings revealed that the 

alleged move to suspend Mrs 

Agom-Eze by the leadership of  

the party in the state became rife 

last week, but was stalled by 

some party faithful, at her 

Umudomi Ward in the Onicha 

Local Government Area of  the 

state. 

The alleged move it was 

gathered was geared towards 

ousting her from the party, thus 

paving way for the governor's 

victory in a matter over the 

party's Senatorial ticket, which 

was pending at the Court of  

Appeal Abuja.

They have been a drawn 

battle over who should fly the 

f l a g  o f  A l l  P r o g r e s s ive s 

Congress APC Ebonyi South 

Senator ia l  t icket  in  2023 

between Gover nor  David 

Umahi  and Princess  Ann 

Agom-Eze. Commenting on the 

development, on Monday, a 

stakeholder of  the party at 

Umudomi Ward, Nwachukwu 

John, said there was a plot to 

suspend the female politician, 

adding, "But the people and 

stakeholders of  Onicha Clan 

have decided that whoever does 

a n y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r 

constitutional ambition, will be 

regarded as enemy of  all."

He said, "Yes, there is a plot 

to suspend Ann Agom-Eze. The 

Chairman and Secretary of  

Umudomi Ward were invited by 

the Zonal Chairman (Ebonyi 

South) of  the APC in the 

presence of  others that they 

s h o u l d  s i g n  a  d o c u m e n t 

purporting to suspend her. But 

they declined and said they 

would want to first discuss it 

with the Ward executives and 

stakeholders, before taking such 

a decision.  "Based on that, a 

m e e t i n g  w a s  c o n v e n e d 

comprising the executives and 

stakeholders. Some of  us were 

there and other stakeholders, 

too. And we came up with some 

resolutions, which were based 

on the fact that the matter in 

question was still pending in the 

Appeal Court Abuja and that we 

won't discuss a matter that's still 

in the Court and that it would be 

sub- judiced  to  the  Cour t 

process. And we turned down 

any efforts by anybody to coerce 

anybody from the Ward to sign 

any document against her. 

"That was what happened 

and currently everybody in this 

ward is against any move by 

anybody to do anything against 

her especially, now that God is 

paving way for her. Infact, 

anybody planning to block this 

l a d y  f r o m  p u r s u i n g  h e r 

ambition, will  become an 

enemy of  Onicha Clan. Infact, 

after the meeting, I posted 

something on our group on 

WhatsApp. People called and 

commended us and warned that 

nobody should do anything to 

coerce or humiliate her."

T h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  

Umudomi Ward, Ogbonna 

John Ogboji, on Monday, said 

there was a plot to suspend 

Agom-Eze, adding that he and 

the  Ward Secre tar y  were 

s u m m o n e d  t o  s i g n  t h e 

suspension letter. 

He added, "I don't think we 

should have done anything 

about it now, because the matter 

is already in court. And I think 

everything should remain the 

w ay  i t ' s  u n t i l  t h e  c o u r t 

determines the matter. We are 

law-abiding party people and I 

don't think we can go against the 

law of  the land. And I don't 

think such thing will happen in 

my ward. 

"Therefore, I don't think it 

was wise for me to sign the 

suspension letter, because the 

matter is still pending in court 

and I will never sign such letter. I 

am even of  the opinion that we 

don't have the legal right to 

discuss it, let alone sign it. We 

can't do that. Even if  the APC 

leadership in the state considers 

that to be sabotage or an act of  

disobedience, I don't care 

because all I know is that I will 

always do the right thing and 

allow justice to prevail. 

"And even if  am threatened 

with removal as ward chairman, 

by the State APC leadership, I 

don't care. This is moreso when 

I'm aware that it was God that 

put me in this seat; it was not 

man. All I'm saying is that the 

right should be done. And I 

don't think anybody will remove 

me until my tenure is over."

Reacting, Mrs Agom-Eze, 

said, "I have heard about it. The 

ward chairman called me and 

said he was summoned to 

Abakal ik i ,  where  he  was 

informed that there was need for 

me to be suspended. I think 

what he told them was that he 

was going to call a meeting of  

the ward executives and relay 

the message to them. 

"From the report that I saw, 

eventually the meeting was 

convened. And even the Vice 

Chairman (Ebonyi South) had 

to visit the Umudomi Ward 

Chairman in his village, for this 

very matter. After that, they met 

a n d  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a 

communiqué. Before then, they 

were aware that the matter 

between me and the governor 

are in court and they could not 

do anything to that effect. It's 

obvious truth that the governor 

is behind this entire move. I was 

already aware of  this plot to 

remove me before my interview 

with the AIT. It's crystal clear 

that the governor and Ebonyi 

South Zonal Chairman of  the 

APC, are behind this.

"I call on all my supporters 

to remain calm and law-abiding. 

The matter is in court, and as 

lawful people, they shouldn't do 

anything that would amount to  

contempt of  court. I want them 

to be mindful of  the fact that 

until the determination of  the 

matter, no action should be 

taken. I have not committed any 

crime; I'm just pursuing my 

constitutional rights."

Efforts to reach the the 

Chairman of  the party in the 

state, Chief  Stanley Okoro-

Emegha and the Vice Chairman 

(Ebonyi South), Mr Nwazi, 

proved abortive. They neither 

picked calls nor respond to 

messages sent to their mobiles. 

But in a swift reaction, the 

Publicity Secretary of  the party 

in the state, Chidi Ogbuatu 

Simba, on Monday, said Mrs 

Agom-Eze committed many 

offences that should warrant her 

suspension from the party.  He 

said, "Yes she has committed 

expulsion offences and bridged 

constitutional norms."

Plot by Ebonyi APC to suspend Umahi's rival
Agom-Eze suffers setback

By David Eze, Abakaliki

Umahi

Agom-Eze

I call on all my supporters to 
remain calm and law-abiding. The 

matter is in court, and as lawful 
people, they shouldn't do anything that 
would amount to  contempt of court. 

”
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to Imo Govt completed, as 
security company hands over keys
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Uzodimma calls for collaborative effort 
to end crude oil theft 
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 
has called for a collab-

orative effort of  all stake-
holders; federal government, 
state governments, Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC), oil compa-
nies, security agencies and 
community people to end 
economic sabotage of  crude 
oil theft and vandalization of  
oil installations.

Uzodimma made this call 
while addressing a federal 
government delegating, led 
by the Minister of  Petroleum 
Resources, Chief  Timipre 
Silver who paid him cour-
tesy visit at the government 
house, Owerri. The team 

was in the state for an en-
gagement with stakeholders 
in the oil sector for a lasting 
solution to the issue of  crude 
oil theft, vandalization of  oil 
installations and oil bunker-
ing.

He blamed activities of  
crude oil thieves for the 
dwindling revenue to the fed-
eration account, as well as 
the pollution of  all rivers in 
the state and death of  all the 
fishes, environmental pollu-
tion and spread of  Carbon 
Monoxide to households.

He promised that the state 
government under his watch 
will do its best to support 
oil producing companies 
operating in the state and 
collaborate with the federal 
government to ensure non 

By Jennifer John 

T
he processes leading 
to the handing back 
of  Imo Standard 

Shoe Industry to the state 
government, by the Asset 
Management Corporation 
of  Nigeria (AMCON) has 
been concluded, with the 
handing over of  keys of  
the company to Imo State 
Government, By Com-
modore Ogechi Osuagwu 
(Rtd), Chief  Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) and Managing 
Director of  Worth Securi-
ty and Safety Services, the 
security company working 
for AMCON. 

In his address during the 
handover ceremony, Imo 
State Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry, 
Hon. Simon Ebegbulem 
recalled that a Federal 
High Court judgment had 
confiscated the company 
for many years, because 
the then Imo State Gov-
ernment failed to pay its 
indebtedness to the Assets 
Management Company of  
Nigeria (AMCON).

He disclosed that Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma 
recently paid off  the entire 
debt which made it possi-
ble for AMCON to agree 
to return back the industry 
to Imo State Government. 
According to him, all nec-
essary documentations 
were completed between 
leadership of  AMCON 
and Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma in Abuja and the 
documents were handed 
over to the governor. 

“What we are witnessing 

here today is the formal cer-
emony, whereby keys to the 
industry is being handed 
over to the state government 
by Commodore Osuag-
wu the, Chief  Executive 
Officer/Managing Direc-
tor of  Worth Security and 
Safety Services, the security 
company that worked for 
AMCON, which have been 
in-charge of  security in the 
industry over the years.”

This morning, they are 
handing over the keys to the 
ministry of  Commerce and 
Industry. We have conclud-
ed the processes.” Fielding 
questions from newsmen, 
C.E.O of  the security com-
pany, Commodore Ogechi 
Osuagwu (Rtd) applaud-
ed Governor Uzodimma 
for paying off  the state’s 
indebtedness to AMCON 
and being able to reclaim 
the industry for the state.

“He has done so well. 
Our part is to hand over the 
facility to the state govern-
ment. That is why we are 
handing over today to the 
Honourable Commissioner 
for Commerce and Indus-
try, who is representing His 
Excellency.

 “We handed over the keys 
and then our security will 
seize to exist thereafter now. 
We have done our own job. 
We are here to complete the 
handing over process and 
that is what we have done”. 
Highpoint of  the ceremony 
was the formal handover 
of  the company’s keys to 
Commissioner Ebegbulem 
at the premises of  the Imo 
Standard Shoe Industry.

Friend of Friends Schools Akamili-Umudim Nnewi North Local Government Area of Anambra State, during the school 
class of 2022 graduation ceremony, held on Sunday.

of  their plans/programmes 
were sabotaged.

Earlier in his address, the 
Minister of  state for Petrole-
um Resources Timipre Sylva 
said his team was in the state 
to interface with government 
and people of  Imo State on 
solution to crude oil theft, 
with the knowledge that the 
problem cannot be solved 
just from Abuja.

He said the situation has 
led to dwindling crude oil 
output, a situation the coun-

try could no longer meet its 
OPEC daily quota of  1.8 
million barrels, as the coun-
try has been producing an av-
erage of  1.4 million barrels, 
resulting to loss of  a huge 
amount of  supposed revenue 
on daily basis as a result of  
the loss of  400,000 barrels 
per day.

According to the Minister, 
the people who indulge in 
the illegal business are well 
known to members of  the 
communities, reason they 

have decided to involve the 
locals in effort to find solu-
tion, as according to him, all 
efforts they have intensified 
to handle the situation will 
not succeed without the buy-
in of  the state government 
and people of  the oil produc-
ing communities.

Speaking, the Chief  of  De-
fense Staff, General Lucky 
Irabor said the armed forces 
are available and prepared to 
do its part in bringing solu-
tion to the challenge. 

He appreciated the sup-
port extended to the armed 
forces in Imo State by Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma, 
calling for its sustenance and 
possible improvement.

He promised that the 
armed forces will escalate its 
actions to ensure that every 
form of  criminality that goes 
along with oil and gas indus-
try are eradicated while so-
liciting support of  people at 
the grassroots.

It’s fake news, I never ridiculed Soludo
 – Gov Uzodimma

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dinma has distanced 
himself  from a social 

media report where he was 
said to have criticised Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo of  
Anambra State.

Uzodinma, according to 
the report, criticised Solu-
do over his position on the 
reintroduction of  history in 
schools. 

But the Governor, in re-
lease signed by his Media 
Adviser/Chief  Press Secre-
tary, Oguwike Nwachuku, 
attributed the linkage to him 
as mischief  and a complete 
fabrication. 

Governor Soludo had, 
recently, suggested that the 
reintroduction of  history in 
Anambra State’s school cur-
riculum will go a long way 
in ensuring that the people 
know where they were com-
ing from and where they are 
going.

But the said mischief  mak-
ers, the release said, who are 
out to undermine Gover-
nor Uzodimma and create 
mistrust between him and 
Governor Soludo took to the 
Facebook to say that the Imo 

State Governor knocked his 
brother-Governor, Soludo, 
and that the “re-introduction 
of  History subject by Soludo 
will bring about bitterness 
against Nigerian Govern-
ment, cannot stand.”

Governor Uzodinma said 
the report credited to him on 
Facebook was done by de-
praved minds who will never 
see anything good in what 

someone does, including the 
suggestion made by Gover-
nor Soludo on the reintroduc-
tion of  history in our schools 
which he said is long overdue.

“It is only those who do 
not have anything to contrib-
ute to the society that would 
be against their history. Gov-
ernor Soludo could not have 
been wrong in his suggestion 
that a people’s history is key 

to their progress and develop-
ment.

  Most developed countries 
of  the World do not joke with 
their history just as the world 
is replete with the history of  
great men and women.” Gov-
ernor Uzodimma, therefore, 
urged the public to disregard 
the report and remain positive 
in all things.

You can’t demolish our members’ hotels in any
guise – APC warns Wike

T
he Rivers State Chap-
ter of  All Progressives 
Congress has described 

the latest statewide broadcast 
by Governor Nyesom Wike 
as “hollow.”  The governor, 
in a broadcast on Sunday, 
had alleged that some politi-
cians were recruiting “cultists 
and ex-convicts” to disrupt 
the security in the state. But 
the APC in a statement by its 
spokesman Chris Finebone 
said the governor has shown 
that he is panicking.

According to him, “It is a 
notorious fact already known 
to many politicians and ob-

servers that Governor Wike 
was thrown into his present 
panic mode ever since he 
failed in his desperate attempt 
to secure the Presidential and 
later Vice Presidential tickets 
of  his party in order to cover 
up financial and other atroc-
ities he committed over the 
past ten years as Minister of  
Education and presently the 
Governor of  Rivers State.”

Finebone alleged that the 
“predicament of  the Gover-
nor has not been helped by the 
inconclusive outcome of  his 
offer to work for the Presiden-
tial Candidate of  the APC, 

Asiwaju Ahmed Tinubu, in 
exchange for a safe landing 
and protection after the 2023 
general election having been 
convinced that Tinubu will 
defeat Atiku Abubakar of  his 
party.”

He said the governor is not 
in any position to demolish 
hotels of  any APC member 
in the state under any guise. 

The APC spokesman also 
claimed that the comments 
by Wike is because the “PDP 
is crumbling fast right in his 
face and for obvious reasons, 
his main men of  yesterday 
have turned political foes.
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T
he 2019 Governorship 
candidate of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party 

PDP and a former Deputy 
Speaker of  the House of  Rep-
resentatives, Rt. Hon. Eme-
ka Ihedioha, has distanced 
himself  from a story which 
alleged that he called the Pres-
idential candidate of  the La-
bour Party, Peter Obi, crafty. 

The story which, also, al-
leged that Ihedioha asked the 
Igbo to wait till 2031 before 
making a bid for the Presi-
dency, went viral on Monday, 
August 8, 2021. 

But in a Press Release 
signed  by his Media Aide, 
Chibuike Onyeukwu, Ihedi-
oha said he never made such 
statements. 

The statement attributed 
the story to one of  the many 
orchestrated efforts by polit-
ical opponents and their col-
laborators who are afraid of  
squaring up against Ihedioha 
in the coming elections. 

The full text reads: RE – 
2023: Igbos Should Wait Till 
2031, Peter Obi is Crafty. 
“Our attention has been 
drawn to another fake news, 
with the above caption, cir-
culated in some social media 
platforms. 

“This is one of  the many or-
chestrated efforts by political 
opponents of  His Excellency,  
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha 
CON and their collaborators 
who are afraid of  squaring 

2023: Ihedioha denies calling Peter Obi crafty; 
says he never asked the Igbo to wait till 2031

up against him in the coming 
elections. 

“It is noteworthy that, His 
Excellency did not grant any 
interview in Abuja or else-
where as claimed. 

“His Excellency is known 
to acquit himself  in the most 
civil, decent and respectful 
manner and therefore could 
not have employed such un-
couth words. “We are aware 
that the purveyors of  these 
unfounded reports are unre-
lenting in their desperation to 
impugn His Excellency’s in-
tegrity and reputation. “The 
public therefore is alerted 
and indeed advised to kindly 
ignore and disregard the fake 
news.” The Imo political field 
is filled with fake news. 

It is a competition between 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC, and the op-
position Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP. The question is 
which fabricates more fake 
news to undermine the other. 

Ihedioha was declared Gov-
ernor of  the State in 2019. But 
he was removed from office 
after seven months by the Su-
preme Court which declared 
Uzodinma the duly elected 
Governor. Since then, politics 
in the State has been at its bit-
terest. 

Ihedioha is expected to fly 
the PDP flag again in 2023, 
and will square-up with Uzo-
dinma who will be seeking a 
second term in office.

Maj-Generals Agunwa and Musa performing the hand-over ceremony.

Peter Obi ‘ll not last if he wins, he ‘ll be impeached 
– Reno Omokri

F
ormer aide to former 
president Goodluck 
Jonathan, Pastor Reno 

Omokri has advised Nigeri-
ans to vote for the candidate 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, Atiku Abubakar, 
in the forthcoming presiden-
tial election.

Reno disclosed this in a 
statement on his facebook 
handle. He alleged that the 
candidate of  Labour Party, 

LP, Peter Obi, would be im-
peached if  he eventually wins 
the election.

He noted that Obi would 
not last if  he does not have 
senators from his party in the 
senate. Reno who is the num-
ber one best-selling author, 
equally said that Peter Obi 
and his running mate, Datti 
Baba-Ahmed were products 
of  PDP and were Atikulat-
ing in 2019. He expressed 

optimism that the duo would 
return back to PDP. His 
words: “Both Peter Obi and 
Datti Baba-Ahmed are PDP 
products. Both of  them were 
Atikulating in 2019. PDP is 
their natural home. They are 
just on sabbatical. After sow-
ing their wild oats in Labour, 
they shall return, and we will 
welcome them. Even if  you 
are Obidiently Yusful, still be 
Atikulate and vote Atiku!

“We love Obidients in 
PDP. You are like our grand-
children. We gave birth to 

Enugu beats 35 other states in 
Primary Healthcare service
delivery in Nigeria

A
n internation-
al, non-partisan, 
non-profitable, advo-

cacy and campaigning organi-
sation that fights extreme pov-
erty and preventable disease 
particularly in Africa through 
public awareness, among oth-
ers, ONE Campaign, has rec-
ognised Enugu as the second 
highest performing state in 
Primary Healthcare Service 
Delivery in Nigeria for 2019-
2021. 

Presenting the award of  
recognition to the Executive 
Secretary, Enugu State Prima
ry Healthcare Development 
Agency (ENSPHCDA), Dr. 
George Ugwu, the Country 
Director of  One Campaign 
in Nigeria, Stanley Achonu, 
commended the administra
tion of  Governor Ifeanyi Ug
wuanyi for the excellent status 
of  primary healthcare system 
in the state.

Achonu disclosed that 
ONE Campaign, which 
is also a global movement 
“pressuring political leaders 

to support policies and pro-
grammes that are saving lives 
and improving futures”, Na-
tional Advocates for Health, 
Nigeria Health Watch, Public 
Private Development Centre, 
World Bank and other part-
ners, worked together in the 
ranking of  the 36 states in Ni-
geria and the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT). 

… Advises Nigerians to vote for Atiku
Peter Obi and Yusuf  Ba-
ba-Ahmed, and they gave 
birth to you. A stream cannot 
deny its source. You guys are 
the stream, and we are the riv-
er that feeds you.

“In fact, Obidients should 
vote for Atiku, because even 
if  they vote for Peter Obi and 
he becomes President, which 
is very unlikely to happen, 
he won’t last on that seat 
without having Senators in 
the Senate. He could be im-
peached within days of  being 
sworn in.”

Imo killings: ESN ‘ll unleash venom on Ebubeagu
– IPOB tells Gov Uzodimma

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB, has 
said the Eastern Secu-

rity Network, ESN, is ready 
to stop the alleged reckless 
massacre of  the Ebubeagu 
security outfit.

IPOB vowed to “unleash 
its venom” on Ebubeagu for 
the recent massacre in Imo 
State.

A few weeks ago, the 
Ebubeagu reportedly mur-
dered 14 innocent Imo 
youths coming back from 
a traditional wedding in 
Awo-Mmamma. Ebubeagu 
reportedly invaded Izombe 
town in Oguta Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo State 
in the early hours of  Saturday 
while shooting sporadically 
at innocent people and killing 
two people on the spot. Oper-
atives of  the outfit also alleg-
edly abducted over 30 people 
and took away some cash 
that belonged to some local 
traders and even their goods.

They were also alleged to 
have abducted some mas-
querades (Okorosha festival 

men), an abomination in Igbo 
culture. In the end, several 
houses, vehicles, motorcycles, 
and shops were burnt down.

Reacting, Emma Power-
ful, the spokesman of  IPOB, 
stressed that ESN has the 
mandate to defend the South-
east. A statement by Powerful 
reads partly: “Following the 
incessant killing of  innocent 
citizens in Imo state by the 
Ebubeagu militia formed by 
Imo Imo State’s Hope Uzo-
dinma, we the global move-
ment and family of  the Indige-
nous People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
under the command and 
leadership of  Mazi Nnamdi 
Okwuchukwu Kanu wish to 
state unequivocally and open-
ly to all and sundry that IPOB 
is about to unleash its venom 
on the terrorist Ebubeagu for 
the countless massacre of  our 
people, especially in Imo state.

“IPOB is very much aware 
that the murderous members 
of  Ebubeagu were drafted 
from militants from the coastal 
part of  Biafra (South-South), 
bandits and some notorious 

criminal Igbo boys. The ob-
jective of  the creation of  this 
murderous outfit is not to 
stop criminal activities but to 
harass, intimidate and depop-
ulate innocent Igbo youths, 
which they have been doing, 
unchallenged for a while now. 
This evil outfit conducts ille-
gal arrests of  people and ex-
torts hundreds of  thousands 
of  Naira as ransom before 
their hapless victims are freed.

“Those who are not able to 
raise the thousands demand-
ed of  them for their freedom 
are killed. This murderous 
militia took as much as N500, 
000 from their unfortunate 
victims. We have evidence 
of  those they extorted to bail 
themselves with such exor-
bitant amounts before they 
were freed. “The Imo State 
people’s choice Governor 
was upturned by Fulani-con-
trolled judiciary in favour of  
Hope Uzodimma to do this 
dirty job of  slaughtering our 
innocent youths and destroy-
ing our people’s properties. 
Hope has used Ebubeagu to 

kill and destroy so many lives 
and homes in Imo State that 
it has become mind-boggling 
and has to be stopped. The re-
cent killing in Ugbele Izombe 
in Oguta LGA can only be 
described as genocide and we 
won’t allow such to continue 
in Biafraland.

IPOB has kept quiet for so 
long and have appealed to 
Hope Uzodima to disband 
the blood-sucking demons 
he created, but all to no avail. 
Now it has become obvious 
to us that Hope Uzodinma 
and his masters are spilling 
the blood of  our people for 
diabolical reasons in addition 
to the depopulation of  Imo 
youths agenda. IPOB have the 
responsibility to defend our 
people and our land against in-
vading terrorists. We are there-
fore declaring every Ebubeagu 
member a persona non-grata 
in Igboland. Going forward, 
“IPOB leadership has given a 
matching order to ESN vol-
unteers to go after the murder-
ous Ebubeagu group and stop 
them from killing our people.”

… Ranked 2nd after FCT  
… Receives award of  recognition
from ONE Campaign

CORRECTION OF NAME/ 
DATE OF BIRTH

-

-
-

-

-

-

My name and date of  birth 
were wrongly captured in the 
BVN as Chimerem Obiajulu 
Anaege with 10th day of  
July 1997 as date of  birth. I 
therefore correct the errors as 
follows; Chimerem Obiajulu 
Ethelbert Anaege and 10th 
day of  July 1998, I also wish that 
the number 07065471722 be 
used to replace 08056592107. 
All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. 
Banks and the general public 
should  please  take  note.

Signed
Chimerem Obiajulu 
Ethelbert Anaege



Women protest over
detention of Abia doctor,
9 weeks after abduction
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News

Gory: Izombe records awful casualties

A 
media report has 
revealed how oper-
atives of  South-East 

Nigerian security outfit, 
Ebubeagu and troops of  the 
Army invaded the Izombe 
community in Imo State 
and burnt property belong-
ing to residents. 

They also shot and ma-
cheted no fewer than 10 
people

It was reportedly gath-
ered that among the proper-
ty destroyed were eight ve-
hicles and 18 trading houses 
stocked with goods worth 
millions of  naira. The af-
fected areas in Izombe are 
Umuokwu and Ugbele. 
One of  the victims of  the 
assault who gave his name 
as Mr. Sampson Uka, told 
journalists who visited the 
community, that he was in 
the house with his children 

when suddenly the team 
stormed his compound.

“I was inside the room 
when I started hearing 
gunshots and violent nois-
es from the section of  our 
compound with shops.

“My wife even saw the 
heavily armed security op-
eratives and they pointed 
guns at her and ordered her 
to get inside.

“When their noises be-
came less, we came out, 
and noticed that the shops’ 
section of  our house was 
destroyed with seven vehi-
cles burnt in Ugbele village 
alone,” he said.

Uka also said that one 
Ethelbert Ozor, Simeon 
Onyekador, and six others 
sustained gunshot and ma-
chete injuries inflicted on 
them by the group in Ug-
bele.

W
omen of  Ahia 
Asa, Umuopara 
clan in Umuahia 

South Local Government 
Area of  Abia State, Tuesday, 
took to the streets in protest 
of  the continued detention of  
their son, Professor Uwadin-
achi Iweha.

Professor Iweha, a medi-
cal doctor was kidnapped by 
unknown gunmen in front of  
his house on Sunday, June 5, 
2022, and has not been seen 
since then, thus raising fears 
of  his safety.

The irate women who 
thronged out in numbers, 
decried the spate of  Kid-
napping in the state, and de-
manded his unconditional 
release.

They expressed worry over 
his safety and pleaded with 
his abductors to free him.

The women later marched 
to the palace of  their tradi-
tional ruler, Eze Godfrey 
Ibekanma to convey their bit-
terness over the situation.

Speaking at the palace, the 
leader of  the women, Mrs 
Sally Ukauwa who was rep-
resented by Dame Victory 
Asomugha, said they were 
no longer comfortable that 
nine weeks after their illus-
trious son was abducted, no 
action had been taken to res-
cue him.

She urged for urgent action 
to rescue the doctor, saying 
that the women in the com-
munity will no longer toler-

ate his continued stay in the 
Kidnappers’ den.

“Our son left his house to 
worship God, they called 
him from the church, he went 
back home and till date we 
have not seen him. We want 
him back, is our son we are 
proud off. “We are also call-
ing on Government and se-
curity agencies to expedient 
action for his release”.

Speaking, the wife of  the 
kidnapped doctor, Mrs Ngo-
zi Iweha, said the family was 
yet to come out of  the trau-
ma of  the abduction of  her 
husband. She passionately 
appealed to her husband’s 
abductors to free him espe-
cially considering his age and 
health condition.

“We are traumatized, this 
two months is like a hell for 
all of  us. We are pleading 
with those holding him to re-
lease him alive for us and we 
are also begging the govern-
ment and security agencies 
to ensure his release from his 
abductors.

Responding, Eze Ibekan-
ma, expressed sadness over 
the development, and said 
that the elders of  the Com-
munity were making frantic 
efforts to get their son res-
cued.

The royal father also de-
cried the festering insecurity 
in the country, and appealed 
to Government to take ur-
gent measures to confront the 
monster.

Commissioner for Commerce and Industry, Simon Egbwgbulem receiving keys to Standared Shoe Industry.

A community leader, 
Pauly Igbokwe reportedly 
decried the incessant inva-
sions of  the Izombe com-
munity by government se-
curity operatives.

“It was in October last year 
that more than 150 buildings 
were completely burnt and 
destroyed in Umuokwu, 
Umuorji and Ndioko, all in 
Aborshi Izombe by soldiers 
over a dispute they had with 
village boys.

“Nothing has been done 
on the colossal damage 
Innocent people suffered, 
and yet another attack has 
again been launched on the 

Izombe,” he said.
Igbokwe said they were 

still at the first combined 
Saturday Mass of  Catho-
lic Men Organisation and 
Catholic Women Organisa-
tion at Holy Family Catholic 
Church Izombe when they 
received calls about the at-
tack.

“We were at Mass with 
Anuli Nzeocha, a young 
widow, when she was in-
formed that security opera-
tives had set her shop on fire, 
people including the priest 
helped to calm her down,” 
he said.

Igbokwe appealed to the 
state government to look 
into repeated incidents of  
mass destruction of  in-

nocent people’s houses in 
Izombe and put a stop to it.

Other residents, Kelechi 
Ozor, Ifeanyi Osondu and 
Ndukwe Chidi expressed 
worries over the level of  
destruction being allegedly 
masterminded by securi-
ty operatives and called on 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
to put a stop to the ugly de-
velopment.

They advised the govern-
ment to always thorough-
ly scrutinise intelligence 
gathered, track the people 
suspected to be involved in 
criminal activities and arrest 
them rather than destroying 
the houses of  innocent peo-
ple.

According to the pub-

lished report, the Imo State 
Police Command has re-
fused to speak on the alleged 
illegal activities of  the secu-
rity agencies as the Com-
mand’s spokesman, CSP 
Mike Abattam declined to 
comment when contacted 
for reaction on Sunday.

Igwe Mozambique, the 
Ebube Agu commander 
that allegedly led to the kill-
ing of  over 14 Igbo youths 
in Awomama, Imo State 
has been killed by unknown 
gunmen. According to a vid-
eo which trended online the 
deceased in his last words 
said “nwanne please allow 
me to make this last call” 
but the gunmen refused and 
shot him.

Fulani leader calls for govt assistance 
to restore peace between farmers,
herders in Imo
T

he newly appointed 
Fulani leader in Imo 
State, Alhaji. Ab-

dulahi Umaro has vowed to 
use his office to restore peace 
between cattle herders and 
farmers in various communi-
ties in the state.

Umaro told Nigerian Trib-
une in Owerri shortly after 
his appointment via a meet-
ing between the Fulanies, 
Farmers, Security Agencies, 
Leaders of  Mayeti and Sarik-
in Hausawa of  Imo State, Al-
haji Auwal Babar Suliaman 
held at Sarikin’s Palace Ama 
Hausa, along Duglas road, 
Owerri Imo State, that he will 
do everything within his pow-
ers to ensure cooperations be-
tween the farmers and cattle 
herdsmen in the state.

The Sarikin of  Fulanies 
expresses joy for his appoint-
ment stating his readiness 
time have total control of  

every situation and to imme-
diately intimate the govern-
ment of  any situation that 
may arise. He regretted that 
before now there were a lot 
of  complaints about the ac-
tivities of  farmers and cattle 
herders in the state blaming 
it on the lack of  leadership 
then. He said: “With my ap-
pointment, I will make sure 
both farmers and cattle herd-
ers live and operate comforta-
bly in their various domains”. 

While he promised to co-
operate with relevant bodies 
to make sure harmony, the 
Fulani leader called for assis-
tance both from the govern-
ment and other bodies. 

In his speech on behalf  of  
the state government, the 
Senior Special Assistant to 
the Governor of  Imo State 
on Gender, Vulnerable and 
Northern Affairs (Men), Hon. 

Suleiman Ibrahim Suleiman 
said that the essence of  the 
meeting was to assist the gov-
ernment to create a peaceful 
environment for cattle herd-
ers and farmers to operate by 
appointing a new leader of  
Fulani in the state.

 He charged the leader with 
the responsibility to coordi-
nate and monitor the activi-
ties of  the cattle herders in the 
state to ensure that the regu-
lar issues of  attack and vio-
lence against farmers become 
a thing of  the past.

 He assured him of  the 
assistance and cooperation 
of  the state government to 
succeed in bringing peace be-
tween farmers and boarders 
in igneous communities of  
their operations. 

Also speaking at the meet-
ing, the Deputy Comman-
dant Agro Rangers Unite of  
the Nigerian Security and 

Civil Defense Corps NDS-
DC, Imo State Command La-
wal Oladipo pointed out that 
his office is saddled with the 
responsibilities of  ensuring 
that there is absolute peace 
between the farmers and the 
Cattle herders giving the secu-
rity situation in the state. 

He said that the commit-
ment of  his office necessitated 
the need to convey the meet-
ing which according to him 
started last week adding that 
its essence was to rob minds 
together and in the end come 
up with the best solutions.

 The Deputy Commandant 
pointed out that the meeting 
resolved one among two is-
sues discussed which centred 
on first and foremost tackling 
internal insecurity which re-
sulted in the appointment of  
the new leader of  the Fulani 
in the state.

•  10 persons injured
•  8 Vehicles burnt
•  18 shops razed

... As ESN, Ebubeagu’s war rages



he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) 

Ekiti State Command has 
paraded two male suspects 
for offences bordering on 
stealing, obtaining assets 
under  fa l se  pre tence, 
impersonations, and fraud.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
statement made available 

h e  p o l i c e  i n TL a g o s  h a v e 
arrested a 34-

y e a r - o l d  m a n , 
Emmanuel Rowland for 
alleged fraud.

The  suspec t  was 
a r r e s t e d  b y  p o l i c e 
opera t ives  f rom the 
Ipakodo Division of  the 
state command.

Pub l i c  Re la t ions 
Officer, SP Benjamin 
Hundeyin said Rowland 

ivers State Police Rc o m m a n d  h a s 
confirmed the arrest 

o f  s o m e  s u s p e c t e d 
commercial sex workers 
who allegedly force under-
aged girls for sex work in a 
brothel around Azikiwe 
Street Mile 2 Diobu Port 
Harcourt.

The Command's Public 
Relations officer, Grace 
Iringe-Koko, said operatives 
o f  t h e  c o m m a n d  a l s o 
rescued some of  the under-
aged victims during an 
operation in the brothel.

The operation comes 
a f t e r  a n  a l e r t  f r o m 
Rumuolumeni Division 
following a complaint they 
received from a relative of  
one of  the girls before 
raiding the brothel.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
development, the Chairman 
of  Centre for Basic Rights 
P r o t e c t i o n  a n d 
Accountability Campaign in 
Rivers State, Iyke Alexander 
called on the police to 
synergize with the National 
Agency for Prohibition of  
Trafficking in Persons to 
ensure “proper prosecution 
of  arrested suspects”.

A l ex a n d e r  f u r t h e r 
called on the Rivers State 
Government to partner with 
NAPTIP to ensure regular 
“surveillance on all the 

brothels in the State”.
On his part, a resident 

of  the area, where the 
brothel is located, Peter 
Okosa commended the 
Police for rescuing the girls.

Okosa added that the 
underage girls were often 
'lured by the sex workers” 
into the trade.

he men of  the Ondo TS t a t e  S e c u r i t y 
Network Agency, 

also known as Amotekun, 
have intercepted another 168 
suspected invaders with 
charms in two trucks. 

This came barely three 
days after the corps arrested 
151 suspected invaders with 
charms concealed inside bags 
of  rice at the Sango area 
a l o n g  t h e  A k u r e - A d o 
Expressway. 

The Commander of  the 
Ondo Amotekun Corps, 
Akogun Adetunji Adeleye, 
said the new suspected 
invaders were intercepted 
around Itaogbolu and Iju 
communities in the Akure 
North Local Government 
Area of  the state during a 
stop and search. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
commander, the suspects 
were coming from Kano and 
Jigawa states without any 
clear mission in Ondo State. 

He said,  “After  the 
profiling of  the earlier ones, 
majority of  them that did not 
have any case to answer, we 
saw them off  back to where 
they came from, but the 
inf lux of  invaders  s t i l l 
continues. 

“On Sunday, our stop 
and search team saw these 
two trucks; they told them 
that they were on their way to 
Ondo State with cows. After 
careful examination, we 
found out that they carefully 
c o n c e a l e d  a b o u t  4 0 
motorcycles with 168 people 
lying down beneath the 
motorcycles. 

“The upper floor has 
c o w s ,  t h e  m i d d l e  h a s 
motorcycles wrapped and 
dismantled and at the lower 
floor, we have 168 people 
lying down, such that if  you 
are not careful, you won't 
observe it.

“So,  we quest ioned 
where they were going and 
why they packed themselves 
and why they were avoiding 
people and they said they 
were coming to Ondo State. 
Upon interrogation, none of  
them have the address of  
where they were going; 
nobody invited them and we 
are becoming curious of  
these invasions. I call it 
invasion because you see over 
1 0 0  a b l e - b o d i e d  m e n 
concealing themselves under 
animals. It shows they are up 
to negative motives.” 

was taken into custody 
after an alarm was raised.

The  suspec t  and 
others (at  large) are 
a c c u s e d  o f  d u p i n g 
commuters who board 
their vehicle.

“ T h e  s u s p e c t , 
alongside others, while 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  a 
Volkswagen Jetta Saloon 
car, with registration 
number  JJJ  27  DG, 
disguised as driver and 

passengers.
“ T h e y  p i c k e d 

unsuspecting passengers, 
and started discussions 
a b o u t  s o m e  m o n e y 
purportedly kept in their 
vehicle boot.”

Rwoland confessed 
that he started the crime 
in January 2022 and was 
arrested on his sixth 

he Kwara State TJuvenile Court has 
remanded a 15-

year-old boy who allegedly 
had carnal knowledge of  a 
10-year-old girl at Oro-
Ago, in the Ifelodun Local 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

The teenager reportedly 
emerged from the bush and 
met the victim with four 
other girls, who went to 
swim in a local stream in 

the area. 
He allegedly chased the 

girls from the stream and 
caught up with the victim, 
who fell while running. 

The suspect was said to 
have had carnal knowledge 
of  the girl. 

According to the Police 
First Information Report, 
the defendant came out of  
the bush disguising like a 
mad man. 

“The girls were running 
towards their house for 
safety before the victim fell 
w h e r e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t 
struggled with her and 
eventually had forceful 
intercourse with her,” the 
report said. 

The FIR also said the 
matter was reported at the 
Oro-Ago Police Station by 
the victim's father, Musa 
Mohammed, and it was 
subsequently transferred to 
t h e  A n t i - H u m a n 
Trafficking and Children 
Protection Unit for discreet 
investigation.

The report also revealed 
that “the medical report 
obtained from ECWA 

Community Health 

I n i t i a t i ve,  O r o - A g o, 
confirmed that there were 
b r u i s e s ,  f o r c e f u l 
penetration and bleeding 
from the victim's private 
parts.” 

T h e  p r o s e c u t o r , 
Moshood Adebayo, urged 
the court to remand the 
defendant based on the 
alleged offences. 

T h e  P r e s i d i n g 
M a g i s t r a t e,  M r  O. A . 
Adeniy i ,  g ranted  the 
request of  the prosecutor 
and ordered  that  the 
defendant be remanded in 
the Children Reformation 
Centre, Ilorin. 

T h e  m a t t e r  w a s 
adjourned till August 31, 
2022. 

ighteen suspected E'Yahoo-Yahoo Boys' 
have been arrested 

b y  t h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission,  EFCC, in 
Lokoja,  the  Kogi  State 
capital.

The arrest was effected 
by operatives of  the Ilorin 
Zonal Command Office of  
the commission when they 
busted the hideouts of  the 
suspected internet fraudsters 
in Lokoja.

According to a statement 
by the Media Unit of  the 
Command, it was the second 
of  such operations in the state 
within the last two months.

It could be recalls that 
operatives of  the Ilorin Zonal 
Command, which covers 
Kwara, Ekiti and Kogi states, 
had recently in June 2022 
a r r e s t e d  1 9  s u s p e c t e d 
f r a u d s t e r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t 
locations in Lokoja.

The latest arrest, which 
was made on Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022, followed 
actionable intelligence and 
hours of  surveillance by the 
anti-graft operatives to smoke 
out the suspected fraudsters 
of  their hideouts.

Among the suspects are 
two siblings, Bala Caleb 
Abdulkarim and Ayuba Bala.

outing.
The PRO added that 

a  m a n h u n t  w a s 
underway to track fleeing 
gang members and other 
perpetrators of  such 
crime.

Commissioner of  
Police, Abiodun Alabi 
has directed that the case 
be further investigated 
ahead of  prosecution.

operator will then consider 
his status and allow him to 
g o  o n ly  f o r  t h e  P O S 
operator to later discover 
that he or she has been 
duped.

“He has been doing 
this within Ado Ekiti 
metropolis defrauding over 
25 POS operators before 
m e n  o f  t h e  c o u n t e r -
terrorism unit launched a 

to journalists by the CD 
PRO Tolu Af�lábí, the 
s u s p e c t s ,  A d e m i l u y i 
Ayodeji, 36; and Innocent 
Ekpo were arrested in 
separate locations.

Ademiluyi was said to 
have been parading himself  
as a medical doctor under 
the falsehood with which 

manhunt for him with their 
dragnet which paid of  
when he was arrested 
yesterday. Preliminary 
investigation showed that 
he is not a doctor but an 
okada rider,” the statement 
read in part.

A n o t h e r  s u s p e c t , 
Innocent Ekpako, 26; was 
arrested in Ikom in Cross 
River State. He was alleged 
to have run away with a 
h u ge  s u m  o f  m o n e y, 
belonging to his master in 
Ado Ekiti.

The suspect was a 
former employee of  a store 
in Ado Ekiti where he 
w o r k e d  a s  a  s a l e s 
representative before he 
was sent on an errand with 
some money which he did 
not return.

He disappeared into 
th in  a i r  unt i l  he  was 
t r a c k e d ,  t r a c e d ,  a n d 
arrested in Cross River 
State. The two suspects 

he defrauded Point of  Sales 
(POS) operators by sending 
fake alerts to them and 
collecting cash.

One of  the tricks of  the 
suspect is to use bank 
applications to make false 
transactions after which he 
would receive a fake call 
from his fake hospital that a 
patient needs his urgent 
a t t e n t i o n .  T h e  P O S 

have confessed to the 
crime.

T h e  s t a t e 
Commandant, Mr. John 
Olatunde Fayemi, has 
warned POS operators and 
shop owners in the state to 
be careful of  their workers 
and customers as the state 
c o m m a n d  h a s  b e e n 
inundated with complaints 
bordering on POS fraud 
and stealing which is not 
too good for the state.

The commandant read 
a r iot  act  to criminal 
elements in the state to 
either vacate the state or 
change from their evil ways 
as the command and her 
crime fighters' units are 
ever ready to trace, track 
a n d  a r r e s t  c u l p r i t s 
wherever they are for the 
l a w  t o  p u n i s h  t h e m 
accordingly.

He vowed that the 
suspects will be charged to 
cour t  a s  soon  a s  the 
c o m m a n d  c o n c l u d e d 
inves t iga t ions  on  the 
matter.
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Teenager disguises as mad man, rapes
10-year-old 

Ondo Amotekun intercepts 168
invaders hiding under cows 

NSCDC parades fake medical doctor who duped over 25 POS
operators In Ado-Ekiti

Police confirm arrest of
'sex workers' who lure
underage girls into
prostitution in Port Harcourt

Police arrest Lagos fraudster who disguise as
passenger, hunts others

EFCC busts suspecte
Yahoo boys' in Lokoja
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conomists define Einflation as the 
rise in the general 

price level over a period 
of  time. In Nigeria, 
inflation has remained 
double-digit (over nine 
per cent) since 2015 when 
Nigeria ' s  President ,  
M a j o r  G e n e r a l  
Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd), came to power. 

 The country has 
survived two recessions, 
with the former induced 
by a foreign exchange 
crisis and the latter, 
COVID-19. 

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 2 ,  
Nigeria's inflation rate 
recorded a  seventh  
consecutive monthly rise 
t o  1 8 . 6  p e r c e n t ,  
representing a 0.9 percent 
point rise from the 17.71 
percent reported in May 
2022, according to the 
National Bureau of  
Statistics. 

With the spiralling 
inflation, the hardest hit 
is the worker whose 
wages have remained the 
same amid rising prices. 

T h e  p r i c e s  o f  
commodities from petrol 
to biscuits have risen 
dramatical ly.  Petrol  
prices have increased 
officially from N162-
N165 to N175 and above 
per litre, but the product 
sells between N200 and 
N220 in Kogi, Edo, 
Anambra, Kano, among 
other states. 

“Nigerian workers are 
cha l l enged  because  
sending our workers to 
school  has  become 
almost impossible,” said 
Abu Halima, an Abuja-
based civil servant.

“ E v e n  i n  t h o s e  
schools, prices of  items 
have risen so fast. We, the 
parents, are the ones 
bearing the burden,” she 
told THE Punch. 

Rents in Abuja, Lagos 
and other major cities in 
Nigeria are responding to 
the rising inflation. A two 
bed-room flat in Kubwa, 
Zuba, and Gwagwalada 
– which are classified as 
the middle- and lower-
class areas –cost as high 
as N600,000 to N800,000 
today. 

In Lagos, the same 
size of  flat in Oshodi, 
Ojuelegba, Ilasamaja, 
among others, also cost 

as much as N500 to 
N800,000. 

“My landlord has 
increased our house rent 
from N500, 000 to 
N700,000. My husband 
and I are salary earners 
and we are already 
d i sorgan i sed ,”  sa id  
Lynda Akagba, who lives 
in Karu,  an urban area in 
Abuja, which is closely 
knit with Nasarawa State. 

Food inflation 
Re por t s  say  tha t  

Nigerians spend 60 per 
cent of  their income on 
food. Food inflation rose 
to a terrifying 20.6 per 
cent in June from the 19.5 
per cent recorded in May. 

T h e  p r o d u c t s  
responsible for the hike in 
inflation were bread, 
yam, rice, beans, oil, and 
g a r r i ,  s t a p l e  f o o d  
products.

Economic challenges 
Six months to the end 

o f  P r e s i d e n t  
Mohammadu Buhari's 
tenure, the Nigerian 
economy bleeds with 
d e b t s ,  i n s e c u r i t y,  
financial crunch, and 
rising inflation. A report 
shows Nigeria's total debt 
stock rose to N41.6 
trillion in the first quarter 
of  2022, representing a 
N 2 . 0 5 t r n  i n c r e a s e  
compared to N39.56trn  
as of  December 2021. 

According to the 
quarterly public debt 
portfolio report released 

by the Debt Management 
Office, Nigeria's total 
public debt to GDP at 
23.27per cent was below 
the self-imposed limit of  
40 per cent. 

But these are critical 
times which have left 
many in penury and 
frustration. Besides the 
harrowing experience of  
epileptic power supply, 
90 million Nigerians are 
plunged into darkness, 
while 78 per cent struggle 
with less than 12 hours of  
power. 

Energy prices have 
continued to skyrocket 
w i t h  n o  h o p e  o f  
relenting. 

Labour agitating and 
naira devaluation 

A s  t h e  e c o n o my  
wobbles, the reality for 
Nigerian workers has 
degenerated into a horror 
story.  In 2018, the 
N a t i o n a l  L a b o u r  
Congress and Trade 
U n i o n  C o n g r e s s  
demanded an upper 
review of  salaries to 
mitigate the effect of  the 
economic situation. By 
April 2019, the Federal 
Government had yielded 
to NLC's demand and 
signed the N30,000 
minimum wage to serve 
as a gauge for workers in 
Nigeria.

However, with rising 
inflation, this meagre 
wage does not have much 
value in the wake of  the 

exchange rate, energy 
prices, and poverty rate in 
2022. 

For example,  the 
N30,0000 minimum 
wage took effect when 
the exchange rate was 
N362 to a dollar, and 
inflation stood at 11.6 
percent. Now the naira 
h a s  e x c h a n g e d  a t  
different rates from N600 
and above to a dollar. 

This has affected the 
wo r k e r s  a n d  m a d e  
mincemeat of  their  
earnings. 

The Russian-Ukraine 
war 

With Russia's invasion 
of  Ukraine, the global 
economy has  faced 
perilous times. This is 
because Russia and 
Ukraine are the big 
players in the supply of  
the global commodities. 
Russia,  the world 's  
second-largest exporter 
of  crude oil, is arguably 
one of  the substantial 
producers of  natural gas 
a n d  c l e a n  e n e r g y  
globally. Crude oil is not 
left out of  the mix, as the 
hovering price of  $100 
per barrel should be a 
positive score for the 
nation's foreign reserves. 
Unfortunately, Nigeria 
spends all its foreign 
r e s e r ve s  i m p o r t i n g  
refined crude oil and on 
paying subsidies. With no 
refineries, the cost of  fuel 
and, especially diesel and 

gas, have skyrocketed. 
The war has also 

affected the food supply 
chain. According to the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Agriculture, Russia is the 
largest exporter of  durum 
wheat. 

The Russian Grain 
Union stated in a report 
that it exported 1.26 
million tonnes of  wheat 
in May 2022, up 87per 
cent from 2021. The 
m a j o r  e x p o r t  
d e s t i n a t i o n s  w e r e  
Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, 
Turkey, Iran, and Libya.

This means that the 
spending  power  o f  
Nigerians has come 
down by 50 per cent 
within the last 3 to 5 
years.” 

Ibrahim said that the 
situation called for an 
urgent increase in the 
minimum wage, noting 
that, otherwise, “more 
Nigerians will remain in 
poverty in the coming 
quarters.” 

 He continued, “The 
outlook for the exchange 
rate is still weak, and 
bread prices have moved 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y.  T h e  
summary is that many 
Nigerians are suffering 
silently. 

There are two ways to 

fix this problem. First, 

the government should 

consider investing in 

infrastructure to ensure 

the cost of  production 

decreases significantly. 

This approach is the best 

because it is a long-term 

solution. The second 

approach is to increase 

the minimum wage.” 

The Deputy President 

of  the Lagos Chamber of  

Commerce,  Gabr ie l  

Idahosa, noted that the 

minimum wage system 

was suffering from a 

multi-standardisation of  

living in all 36 states. 

“ The minimum wage 

you need to survive in 

Lagos differs from that of  

Borno State. So, that's 

what makes the situation 

complicated in Nigeria. 

I n  m a n y  f e d e r a l  

jurisdictions, it's the state 

that fixes the minimum 

wa ge  ba sed  on  i t s  

economic situation and 

cost of  living in the state. 

“So when we try to fix 

the minimum wage for 

the whole of  Nigeria, we 

always need to work on it. 

There's no time in the last 

20 years that the wage has 

been enough. In some 

countries, their minimum 

wage is indexed towards 

inflation.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Inflation worsens plight of Nigerian workers 
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Owo terror attackers: Akeredolu confirms
arrest of 5 masterminds, host

Ondo State governor, Olu-
warotimi Akeredolu, has 
confirmed the arrest of  the 
terrorists who attackd St 
Francis Catholic Church, 
Owo, killing scores of  wor-
shipers.

The governor spoke on 
Tuesday shortly after the 
Chief  of  Defence Staff  
(CDS), General Lucky Ira-
bor, announced the arrest in 
Abuja.

Governor Akeredolu fur-
ther disclosed that the owner 
of  the house where the at-
tackers stayed before the June 
5 attack in Owo has also been 
arrested.

He noted that the govern-
ment did not spare a moment 
in trailing the terrorists since 
the horrendous attack on in-
nocent worshipers at the St 
Francis Catholic Church, 
Owaluwa, Owo town.

Akeredolu spoke during a 
courtesy visit to his office by 
the leadership of  the State 
Council of  the Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists (NUJ) led 
by its chairman, Prince Leke 
Adegbite.

He said: “Now that the 
military has announced it, I 
can tell you that five of  them 
have been arrested now. They 
are still on the trail of  the rest. 
The home where they lodged 
in Owo and the person that 
accommodated them before 
the attack, has also been ar-
rested.

“We did not spare a mo-

ment. I am happy that the 
Chief  of  Defence Staff  
has announced it. We have 
known for a while but we 
needed not to come out with 
it because more works are still 
ongoing. I can confirm that 
this arrest has been made. 
And they are still on the trail 
of  some of  them.”

Meanwhile, Governor Ak-
eredolu has also called on 
leaders of  the Ebira commu-
nity in the State to warn their 
young ones not to venture 
into kidnapping.

The governor said recent 
reports from kidnap victims 
in the state have established 
that some Ebira indigenes are 
now involved in the unwhole-
some act.

He noted that the Ebiras 
have lived together with the 
people of  the state peacefully 
for several decades, adding 
that they have always been 
supportive and hardworking.

“I want to use this medi-
um to urge our brothers to 
concentrate on their farming 
trade. It will be unfortunate 
to know that the Ebiras in 
our midst are now involved in 
kidnapping.

“We are appealing to them 
not to copy bad thing. The 
traders selling by the road 
sides should not become in-
formants. We are not fighting 
them.

“We have seen their num-
bers, they supported and vot-
ed for us during elections. I 

The West African Exami-
nation Council (WAEC) has 
released the results of  the 
2022 West African Senior 
School Certificate Examina-
tion (WASSCE).

WAEC’s Head of  Nige-
ria Office (HNO), Patrick 
Areghan, announced the re-
lease of  the results on Mon-
day in Lagos.

He disclosed that the re-
sults of  365,564 candidates, 
representing 22.83 per cent 
of  the total number of  can-
didates that sat the examina-
tion, were being withheld in 
connection with various cas-
es of  examination malprac-
tice. According to him, this 
is 11.74 per cent higher than 
the 10.9 per cent recorded 
in the WASSCE for School 
Candidates, in 2021.

He revealed that of  the 
1,222,505 candidates, 
amounting to 76.36 per cent 
of  the 1,601,047 candidates 
that successfully sat the ex-
amination, obtained credits 
and above in a minimum of  
five (5) subjects, including 
English Language and Math-

ematics.
Giving a breakdown of  

the performance, Areghan 
disclosed that 597,811 of  
the candidates, representing 
37.34 per cent, were male; 
while 624,694, representing 
39.02 per cent, were female.

The WAEC’s HNO also re-
vealed that 1,437,629 candi-
dates, representing 89.79 per 
cent, had their results fully 
processed and released while 
163,418 candidates, repre-
senting 10.21 per cent, had 
a few of  their subjects still 
being processed due to some 
issues being resolved.

He said efforts were being 
made to speedily complete 
the processing to enable all 
the affected candidates get 
their results fully processed 
and released within the next 
one week. Areghan vowed 
that WAEC would continue 
to sanction those who en-
gaged in examination mal-
practices, appealing to par-
ents not to destroy the future 
of  their children and wards 
by paying for examination 
malpractices.

,,,,,

will call their leaders and talk 
to them. Our brothers who 
were kidnapped on their way 
to Ikare, talked to them. They 
were taken to Ebira farm-
steads.

“For me, we have lived to-
gether for too long for this to 
happen. I am ready to make 
any effort to ensure that the 
conviviality that we have en-
joyed continues. But we are 
begging their leaders to urge 

them not to copy bad thing. 
They are in our midst, we are 
surrounded by them. The is-
sue of  security is key and it’s 
dynamic,” Governor Akered-
olu stated.

The governor, who thanked 
the NUJ in the state for the 
cooperation extended to his 
administration, assured them 
of  sustained efforts at devel-
oping the state.

On the issue of  security, 

Governor Akeredolu dis-
closed that aside the recent 
recruitment and training of  
new Amotekun personnel, 
20 hunters and local vigi-
lantes will be trained by the 
Amotekun Corps in each of  
the 18 local government areas 
of  the State.

Earlier, the chairman of  the 
NUJ, Ondo State Council, 
Adegbite, thanked the gov-
ernor for his support for the 

management of  the State Ra-
dio Corporation and Owena 
Press PLC, adding that the 
upgrade of  facilities in the 
two state-owned media out-
fits was commendable.

He equally appreciated the 
governor for the approval of  
the weigh-in allowance for 
journalists and information 
officers working in the State 
and local government service 
in the State.

National Embarrassment: Nigeria loses 400,000
 barrels of crude oil daily to theft - Petroleum Minister

T
he Minister of  State for 
Petroleum Resources, 
Dr Timipre Sylva, has 

said that the country loses 
400,000 barrels of  crude dai-
ly via oil theft.

He spoke recently when he 
visited Imo State Governor 
Hope Uzodimma in Owerri, 
the state capital.

Sylva described the devel-
opment as a “national emer-
gency”.

He regretted that the nation 
had fallen short of  OPEC 
daily quota, from 1.8 million 
barrels to 1.4 million barrels, 
due to crude theft.

He warned that such a 
huge economic loss was ca-
pable of  crippling the nation’s 
economy, if  not given the se-
riousness it deserved.

He expressed concern that 
the menace had persisted, de-
spite the efforts by the Feder-
al and State Governments to 
arrest it.

Sylva said the problem of  
crude theft could not be han-
dled in Abuja alone.

“It is a national emergency 

because the theft has grown 
wings and reached a very bad 
crescendo.

“This is because the thefts 
are taking place in the com-
munities that host the oil 
pipelines.

“As a result, it has become 
necessary to involve the 
stakeholders, especially the 
host communities.

“And because of  the height 
and orchestrated nature of  
the menace, Nigeria could 
not take the advantage and 
opportunities that abound in 
the gas production.

“This is because no in-
vestor would want to invest 
where there is incessant inse-
curity and vandalism of  the 
infrastructure,” he said.

The minister, therefore, ap-
pealed to the stakeholders to 
collaborate to solve the prob-
lem.

He commended the gover-
nor for his efforts to ensure 
that Imo remains safe and the 
economy is not shut down.

Chief  of  Defence Staff, 
Gen. Lucky Irabor, who was 

in the entourage, thanked 
Uzodimma for supporting 
the Armed Forces in the fight 
against the escalating crim-
inality in the oil-producing 
areas in the Southeast.

Irabor called on the State 
Government, stakeholders 
and communities to “be in-
volved in the fight against oil 
theft to a reasonable percent-
age and leave the rest for the 
army”.

He assured the governor 
that the Army was ready to 
receive more assistance in 
the fight against banditry and 
other forms of  criminality in 
the state and country at large.

Responding, the governor 
gave assurance that his ad-
ministration would sustain 
its efforts to arrest the eco-
nomic sabotage being perpe-
trated by pipeline vandals.

He described the conse-
quences of  crude theft as 
‘’very alarming and too 
much to be tolerated”.

He said that the problem 
did not only result in a drop 
in oil revenue for the govern-

ment but also created envi-
ronmental pollution and oth-
er health hazards for the host 
communities.

He, therefore, called for co-
operation among the stake-
holders, including the Fed-
eral and State Governments, 
NNPC and host commu-
nities to effectively fight the 
scourge.

Uzodinman commended 
NNPC for the 200-bed ca-
pacity hospital the company 
was building at the Imo State 
University Teaching Hospi-
tal, Orlu.

He appealed to the com-
pany to speed up the project 
to ensure its completion in 
record time.

The meeting, itnwas gath-
ered was part of  the nation-
wide intervention efforts to 
curb crude oil theft.

Others in the entourage 
were the Minister of  State 
for Education, Mr Gooduck 
Opiah, and Group MD/
CEO of  NNPC Limited, 
Mele Kyari.
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a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d 
legend,  Rio 

Ferdinand, has urged the 

inister of  Youth Ma n d  S p o r t s 
Development 

Sunday Dare has assured 
members of  the historic 
Team Nigeria contingent 
t o  t h e  2 0 2 2 
Commonwealth Games 
of  a presidential reception. 

T h e  1 1 - d a y 
Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham ended on 
Monday with World and 
Commonwea l th  go ld 
medallist Tobi Amusan 
Team Nigeria's flag bearer 
at the closing ceremony. 

Team Nigeria achieved 
their best performance 
ever in Birmingham since 
it started taking part in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
1950, winning 12 gold, 
nine silver and 14 bronze 
medals, a total of  35 
medals that see them sit 
seventh on the medals 
table. 

Speaking with the 
athletes on Monday, Dare 
pra i sed  the  team for 
bringing the country into 
global focus for positive 
reasons. 

He said, “I followed 
every moment of  your 
competition. I was in 
Birmingham from the 
beginning till I had to leave 
f o r  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l 
engagements. So many 
Nigerians followed you 
too. We are all so proud of  
what you achieved for 
Nigeria and yourselves. 

“Mr President is also 
very proud of  you and has 
a p p r o v e d  t h a t  a 
presidential reception be 
held to honour you for the 
h i s t o r i c  f e a t  a t 
Birmingham 2022. 

“We will immediately 
s ta r t  to  p lan  fo r  the 
reception and once we 
have tightened things up, 

we will announce the date, 
invite you over from your 
different bases and you 
will have that privilege of  
meeting Mr President.

“ N i g e r i a  w i l l 
appreciate you for the 
great acts of  sacrifice, 
p a t r i o t i s m  a n d 
determination to excel that 
you all have demonstrated 
here, whether you have a 
medal around your neck or 
not.” 

Meanwhile, the Group 
Chief  Executive of  Oando 
P l c ,  W a l e  T i n u b u , 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h i s 
company would give cash 
r ewa r d s  t o  a l l  Te a m 
Nigeria medalists at the 
2022 Commonweal th 
Games. 

T i n u b u  s a i d  h i s 
company would match 
whatever cash reward was 
already in place for the 
athletes by the sports 

ministry. 
This implies that gold 

medal winners will get 
another $5,000, silver 
medal winners, $3,000 and 
bronze medal winners, 
$2,500 from the energy 
solution providers. 

Meanwhile, Australia 
e n d e d  t h e  e v e n t  a s 
c h a m p i o n s  w i t h  1 7 8 
medals, 67 gold, 57 silver 
and 54 bronze medals. 
England finished second 
with 57 gold, 66 silver and 
53 bronze with Canada 
o c c u p y i n g  t h e  t h i r d 
position with a total of  92 
medals. 

India, New Zealand 
and Scotland sit in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth 
positions respectively. 

Wales, South Africa 
and Malaysia complete the 
top 10.

the Red Devils squad and 
free space for Bruno 
Fernandes.

This is coming after 
Brighton defeated Man 
United 2-1 in a Premier 

club to sign Brighton 
striker, Danny Welbeck.

Ferdinand believes 
Welbeck, a former Man 
United star, would fill in 
for Cristiano Ronaldo in 

League tie on Sunday.
Speaking on his Vibe 

w i t h  F ive  Yo u Tu b e 
channel, Ferdinand said, 
“Welbeck walked out of  
that tunnel and you could 
see, shoulders back, chest 
out, thinking – 'I will 
t e r r o r i s e  t h e s e  t w o 
[Martinez and Maguire]'.

“That  i s  how he 
played today, he looked 

rsenal manager, 

AMikel Arteta, is 
ready to approve 

the termination of  Hector 
Bellerin's contract with 
the club.

Arteta did not include 
the Spanish right-back in 
his team that beat Crystal 
Palace 2-0 in the Premier 
League opener last Friday.

Bellerin is now set to 
return to Real Betis, 
where he spent last season 
on loan.

This was confirmed by 
football transfer expert, 
Fabrizio Romano, on 
Tuesday.

“Héctor  Bel ler ín ' s 
agent is in London today 
as he met with Arsenal 
board, been told meeting 
took place in the morning. 
Discussions ongoing to 
terminate the contract.

“Bellerín asked to 
return to Real Betis as 
soon as possible, it's his 
priority,” he said.

Bellerin will become 
the latest player under 
Arteta to have his contract 
terminated.

ormer Real Madrid Ff o r w a r d ,  J o r g e 
Valdano, has given 

his verdict on Manchester 
United's Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Paris Saint-Germain's 
Lionel Messi.

Ronaldo and Messi have 
established themselves as two 
of  the best footballers of  this 
generation.

The pair have won 12 
Ballon d'Or awards between 
them, with the Argentine 
captain claiming it twice more 
than the Portugal captain.

Speak ing  wi th  TyC 
Sports, Valdano said Messi 
was 'born' a genius, while 
Ronaldo had to build his way 
to the top.

e i c e s t e r  C i t y Lmanager Brendan 
R o d g e r s  h a s 

regretted the club's failure 
to sign Nigeria winger 
Ademola Lookman from 
B u n d e s l i g a  c l u b,  R B 
Leipzig this summer.

Lookman spent last 
season on loan at the King 
Power and made a huge 
impression.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
contributed over 10 goals 
a n d  a s s i s t s  i n  4 2 
appearances across all 
competitions for the Foxes.

Leicester City however 
failed to take up the option 
to sign Lookman on a 
permanent deal due to a 
lack of  funds.

Lookman last week 
j o i n e d  S e r i e  A  c l u b, 
A t a l a n t a  f o r  € 1 5 m 
including add-ons.

Leicester City were held 
to a 2-2 draw by Brentford 
in their opening game of  the 
campaign last weekend.

“I would have loved to 
have signed Ademola who 
was great here last season 
and got over 10 goals and 
assists but we weren't able 
to do that,” Rodgers said 
while reflecting on his side's 
performance in the game.

“Unfortunately that 
means we then have to look 
at the squad and the team 
and try to adapt, and then 
put them out to be as best 
organised as they can be.”

He went on to claim that 
Ronaldo has even taken 
several Ballon d'Or awards 
'away' from Messi.

“Cristiano Ronaldo is a 
phenomenon. He looks like a 
downgrade compared to 
Messi, who I define as a 
genius, but be careful because 
sometimes a phenomenon has 
more merits than a genius,” 
Valdano said.

“The genius is born and 
t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  i s 
developed. Cristiano has even 
built himself  a new body, he 
has a lot of  merit for what he 
has done, and he has taken 
several Ballon d'Or awards 
away from the genius.”

I n  J a n u a r y , 
Aubameyang left as a free 
agent to join Barcelona. 
Before him, Mesut Ozil 
had his deal torn up, 
b e f o r e  j o i n i n g 
Fenerbahce.

like prime-time Danny 
Welbeck at the Bernabeu 
against Real Madrid 10 
years ago.”

On whether Man Utd 
should sign Welbeck if  
they had the opportunity 
to, Ferdinand added: “On 
that performance [Man 
Utd vs Brighton], no 
doubt. If  you want a back-
up striker, you would not 

go far wrong with Danny 
Welbeck.

“Say to him, 'you are 
going to play 15/20 
games over the season, fill 
in for Cristiano'. It gives 
us the legs, gives us the 
movement – the running 
behind defenders like he 
did today and it frees up 
the space for the likes of  
Bruno.”

Commonwealth Games end, Buhari to host
Team Nigeria 

EPL: Arteta set to terminate another
Arsenal player's contract

Ronaldo vs Messi:
He's phenomenon, genius
 – Jorge Valdona

EPL: He'll fill in for Cristiano Ronaldo – Ferdinand names player Man Utd
should sign

Rodgers regrets Leicester's
failure to sign Lookman

Team Nigeria at CWG
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last season's final made 
him “feel like no one 
should ever take your 
place”.

“And that's a pretty 
strong motivation to keep 
winning,” he said in an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h 
UEFA.com.

Ancelotti returned for 
a second spell in charge of  
Real ahead of  last season 
and led them to their 35th 
Spanish title.

However, it was in 
Europe where Real really 
impressed, pulling off  

eal Madrid are Rdetermined not to 
be knocked off  

their perch at the summit 
of  European football this 
season as they prepare to 
s tar t  their  campaign 
a g a i n s t  E i n t r a c h t 
Frankfurt in the UEFA 
Super Cup in Helsinki on 
Wednesday.

Madrid coach Carlo 
Ancelotti, who is the only 
manager  to  win  the 
Champions League four 
times, said his side's 1-0 
victory over Liverpool in 

comeback victories over 
Paris Saint-Germain, 
Chelsea and Manchester 
City before beating the 
heavily favoured Reds in 
the final.

“All the comebacks we 
made were achieved in 
our stadium, thanks to 
that boost which came 
from the stands. Always 
believe, never give up. 
After  a l l ,  we played 
against very strong teams. 
It was inevitable that we 
would suffer,” he said.

The Italian coach said 

he saw echoes of  Real's 
fighting spirit in their 
underdog opponents 
Frankfurt, and was aware 
not to take last season's 
Europa League winners 
lightly.

“Last year, Eintracht 
a c h i eve d  s o m e t h i n g 
special  because they 
w e r e n ' t  a m o n g  t h e 
f a v o u r i t e s , ”  a d d e d 
Ancelotti, whose side 
recently returned from a 
pre-season tour to the 
United States.

Wednesday's game 

will be played at the 
Olympic  Stadium in 
H e l s i n k i ,  w h e r e 
Frankfurt will make their 
Super Cup debut in their 
first competitive meeting 
with Madrid since the 
legendary 1960 European 
Cup f inal  which the 
Spanish giants won 7-3.

Real will be making 
their eighth Super Cup 
appearance, having lifted 
the trophy four times.

Ancelotti himself  is 
unbeaten in Super Cup 
finals. He won two with 
AC Milan in 2003 and 
2007, as well as with Real 
in 2014.

While Real will take 
on a side which qualified 
for the final on the back of  
w i n n i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t 
European trophy in 42 
years, Ancelotti  said 
F r a n k f u r t  h a d  t h e 
advantage going into 
Wednesday's clash in 
Helsinki.

“We have a few more 
d i s a d va n t a g e s  t h a n 
Eintracht, who start their 
season earlier, but we'll 
play to win,” he said.

Although Madrid's La 
Liga campaign will not 
start until Sunday when 
they take  on newly-
p r o m o t e d  A l m e r i a , 
Fr a n k f u r t  f a n s  m ay 
question how much of  an 

ictor Moses has 

Vvowed to bounce 
back stronger after 

he was ruled out for six 
months as a result of  injury.

Moses' Russian Premier 
League  c lub,  Spar tak 
Moscow announced on 
Monday that the winger 
will be out of  action for up 
to six months after he 

sustained an Achi l les 
tendon injury in the club's 
2-0 away win against Ural 
last Saturday.

The former Nigerian 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a s 
stretchered off  the pitch in 
the 32nd minute of  the 
encounter and left the 
stadium on crutches.

T h e  3 1 - ye a r - o l d  i s 
e x p e c t e d  t o  u n d e r g o 
surgery this week.

Moses took to social 
media to thank the club and 
fans for their support.

“Devastated to have 
suffered an injury in the 
game at the weekend. I will 
be doing all I can to recover 
and get back fully fit as 
quickly as possible to help 
the team thank you so 
much to everyone at the 
club and all of  the fans for 
your fantastic support. I'll 
be back stronger, “he wrote 
on his Twitter handle.

The former Chelsea 
player has scored two goals 
in four league appearances 
for Spartak Moscow this 
season.

merican tennis 

As t a r ,  S e r e n a 
Wi l l i a m s,  h a s 

confirmed she will be 
retiring after the US Open.

Williams revealed this 
in an emotional statement 
on Tuesday.

The 40-year-old said: 
“I'm here to tell you that 
I'm evolving away from 
tennis, toward other things 
that are important to me.

“But I've been reluctant 
to admit to myself  or 
anyone else that I have to 

move on from playing 
t e n n i s .  A l e x i s ,  m y 
husband, and I have hardly 
talked about it; it's like a 
taboo topic.

“I can't even have this 
conversation with my 
mom and dad. It's like it's 
not real until you say it out 
loud. It comes up, I get an 
uncomfortable lump in my 
throat, and I start to cry. 
The only person I've really 
gone there with is my 
therapist!”

a r c e l o n a  i s Breportedly ready 
to drag four of  

their own players to 
court if  they do not agree 
to scrap the contracts 
they signed almost two 
years ago, Sport reports.

The four players are 
Frenkie de Jong, Gerard 
Pique, Clement Lenglet 
and Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen.

D e  Jo n g,  P i q u e, 
Lenglet and Ter Stegen 
al l  s igned new-look 
contracts in Oct. 2020 
which saw them take a 
wage cut in the short 
term to help Barcelona's 
financial situation.

The deals were the 
last action of  outgoing 
president Josep Maria 
Bartomeu's reign as he 

left Camp Nou one week 
later.

The plan was to pay 
the four players back in 
the next seasons – a move 
that came with a total 
extra salary cost  of  
£263m in the long term.

H o w e v e r ,  n o w 
Barce lona ' s  cur rent 
regime – headed by 
president Joan Laporta – 
is making the case that 
there is “evidence of  
criminality” within the 
deals signed back in 
2020.

B a r c e l o n a  n o w 
wants De Jong, Pique, 
Lenglet and Ter Stegen 
involved to give the green 
light to withdraw those 
deals and revert back to 
the contracts they had in 
place beforehand.

And if  they do not 
agree to do so, Barcelona 
is willing to go to court.

advantage they have in 
the wake of  Friday's 6-1 
thrashing at the hands of  
Bayern Munich in their 
B u n d e s l i g a  s e a s o n 
opener.

Frankfurt goalkeeper 
Kevin Trapp said his side 
would not be overawed 
against Madrid and were 
relishing the experience 
ahead of  what will be 
their maiden Champions 
League campaign this 
year.

They knocked out 
Barcelona on the way to 
winning last season's 
Europa League, defeating 
Rangers on penalties in 
the final in Seville.

“We want to be a team 
who are awkward to play 
against, who fight and 
never give up. Of  course 
we have respect, but not 
fear,” the former PSG 
g o a l k e e p e r  t o l d  t h e 
E i n t r a c h t  Fr a n k f u r t 
website in an interview 
published Sunday.

Trapp, who alongside 
f o r m e r  B a y e r n  a n d 
B o r u s s i a  D o r t mu n d 
midfielder Mario Goetze 
is one of  only a handful of  
players with Champions 
League experience in the 
Eintracht ranks, said his 
side deserved their place 
in the season-opening 
showpiece.
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The fresh news people

res ident  Muhammadu PBuhari had approved 10 
Toyota, V8 Land Cruiser 

vehicles to the Republic of  Niger 
but did not, however, specify the 
purpose for such approval.

Amidst speculations of  a 
N1.14 billion donation to the 
Republic of  Niger to aid in the 
acquisition of  some operational 
vehicles, the Federal government 
had justified the approval.

Minister of  Finance, Budget 
and National Planning, Zainab 
Ahmed confirmed the purchase 
while fielding questions from 
reporters, shortly after the Federal 
Executive Council (FEC) meeting 
presided over by the President, 
Muhammadu Buhari.

She argued that even though 
Nigerians have the right to question 
the rationale for such donation, 
B u h a r i ,  w h o  a p p r ove d  t h e 
purchase, also has the right to make 
his own assessment of  situations 
and act accordingly.

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  o u t r a g e 
generated by the approval exposed 
b y  a  p o p u l a r  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
influencer, David Hundeyin, on 
Wednesday, the minister argued 
that even though Nigerians have 
the right to question the rationale 
for such donation, President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ,  w h o 
approved the purchase, also has the 
right to make his own assessment 
on situations and act accordingly.

The document released by the 
media influencer showed that the 
president approved the release of  
the fund on the 22nd of  February 
this year.

The contract to supply the 10 
units of  Toyota Land Cruisers was 
awarded to IFO Kaura Motors 
Nig. Limited.

But justifying the funds, 
Zanaib noted that the President 
reserved the right to take decisions 
in the interest of  Nigeria, insisting 
that “this was not the first time the 
c o u n t r y  i s  p r ov i d i n g  s u c h 
interventions to her neighbours.

“Let me just say that over time, 
Nigeria has had to support her 
ne ighbours,  e spec ia l ly,  the 
immediate neighbours to enhance 
their capacity to secure their 
countries as it relates to us. This is 

not the first time that Nigeria had 
assisted the Niger Republic, 
Cameroon, or Chad.

“The President makes an 
assessment as to what is required 
based on the request of  their 
Presidents. Such requests are 
approved and interventions are 
provided.

“It is to enhance their capacity 
to protect their countries, as it 
relates to security and also to 
Nigeria.

However, Nigerian citizens 
and groups have berated the 
President, Muhammadu Buhari  
and his government team for this 
serial abuse of  the feelings of  the 
generality of  Nigerians.

The Conference of  Nigerian 
Political Parties (CNPP) has 
rejected the approval of  N1.4 
billion for the purchase of  10 
Toyota Land Cruiser jeeps for 
Niger Republic as confirmed by the 
Minister of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Mrs Zainab 
Ahmed.

The CNPP said the approval 
came when Nigerian students were 
on strike over the inability of  the 
federal government to meet the 
f i n a n c i a l  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e 
A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities (ASUU).

The group described the action 
as most insensitive to the continued 
suffering of  Nigerian citizens who 
have not been able to have three 
square meals on the table in the last 
seven years of  President Buhari's 
administration.

It enjoined the National 
Assembly to waste no time in 
impeaching the President for 
funding a foreign country under 
the guise of  improving her security 
logistics while failing to tackle 
insecurity at home, saying that the 
vehicles were not meant for 
security patrol vans but executive 
SUV jeeps.

H e  s a i d  t h e  s i x  w e e k s 
ultimatum issued to Mr. President 
to tackle internal security should be 
immediate as the Senate must now 
reconvene as a matter of  urgency to 
commence the impeachment 
proceedings without further delay.

The CNPP lamented that the 
A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
U n i v e r s i t i e s  d e c l a r e d  a 

comprehensive and total strike on 
February 14,  2022, and the 
President approved cars for Niger 
on February 22, eight days after the 
indefinite strike.

It added that at the height of  
insecurity in the country, a contract 
to supply the 10 units of  Toyota 
Land Cruisers was awarded while 
the  Niger ian  po l i ce  l acked 
operational vehicles and other 
necessary equipment to carry out 
internal security operations.

The statement explained that 
presently, the military, which 
traditionally has no business with 
internal security has been drafted 
to deal with ordinary unarmed 
protesters when we have police 
units that were trained to manage 
riotous crowds civilly.

The statement opined that 
despite  the harsh economic 
realities in Nigeria, the President is 
also funding the economic interests 
of  the same foreign entity through 
the $1.96 billion 284km rail project 
connecting Kano in Nigeria to 
Maradi in the Niger Republic.

The CNPP, therefore, called 
on all Nigerians to take note of  the 
l e ve l  o f  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  a n d 
maladministration of  the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
federal government and do the 
needful in 2023 as the country 
cannot survive another eight years 
of  an APC government from next 
year.

The PDP in its reaction stated 
that the policy was in no way made 
to benefit Nigeria, adding that “it 
tells you the levels of  prioritization 
of  the our national interest”

“My appeal is for Nigerians to 
go get their permanent Voters 
Cards, ahead of  the 2023 general 
e l e c t i o n  a n d  vo t e  o u t  b a d 
governance

Nigeria exerted similar efforts 
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  d e m o c r a t i c 
governments were restored to 
Guinea-Bissau, Cote d'Ivoire and 
Sao Tome et Principe, after 
mili tary take-overs in those 
countries.

It spent over US$10 billion in 
these peace campaigns and also 
lost soldiers in the process.

Nigeria has not limited its 
peacekeeping role to West Africa. 
It has also been engaged in 

Burundi, Democratic Republic of  
t h e  C o n g o,  Z i m b a b we  a n d 
Ethiopia-Eritrea.

The country also played the 
most important role in fighting 
apartheid in Southern Africa and 
supporting liberation movements 
on the continent.

Foreign policy can be defined 
as a country's behavior with regard 
to other states in the international 
arena, driven by its need to achieve 
its goals. Although the country's 
g o a l s  c a n  b e  e c o n o m i c  o r 
i d e o l o g i c a l ,  o r  t o  s o l v e 
international problems, security 
concerns have always dominated 
the foreign policy agenda. States 
have several tools they can use to 
further their foreign policy. Chief  
a m o n g  t h e s e  o p t i o n s  a r e 
diplomacy, cooperation and 
association agreements, trade, 
economic sanctions, military force, 
and the use of  foreign aid. Foreign 
aid, then, is one of  a number of  
tools that policymakers can use to 
further their foreign policy goals. 
Foreign aid also allows the donor 
state access and influence in the 
domestic and foreign affairs of  
other states

The objective of  foreign policy 
is to influence foreign governments 
and shape international affairs to 
suit the state. Generally speaking, 
states have two overarching goals 
in their dealings with other states in 
the international system: to 
maintain and protect the status quo 
or to change the status quo (Palmer 
& Morgan, 2006). As a tool of  
foreign policy, foreign aid is 
provided to a recipient country as 
either a reward for some behavior 
or as an inducement to change 
behavior. The provision of  foreign 
aid is the carrot that influences the 
recipient's policy choices or other 
behaviors. The termination of  aid, 
the stick, can also be used to alter a 
recipient country's behavior. 
Indeed, all foreign aid comes with 
strings attached. 

 Foreign aid is a mainly flexible 
tool; it can act as both carrot and 
stick, and is a means of  influencing 
events, solving specific problems, 
and projecting U.S.  values” 
(Tarnoff  & Lawson, 2016, p. 1). 

Therefore, decisions on how, 
where, and when to allocate 
foreign aid is made by political 
leaders in the donor country. They 
base these decisions on the 
government's perceived national 

i n t e r e s t s,  b r o a d ly  d e f i n e d . 
Consequently, foreign aid is used as 
a means of  pursuing foreign policy 
objectives.

Nigeria assumed a leading role 
in these events as it forged a foreign 
policy with a strong Afrocentric 
posture. In fact, so frenetic was its 
involvement in this role that it 
sometimes paid little attention to 
the home front.

Nigeria's leadership role on the 
continent was a product of  the 
vision, dreams and, sometimes, 
whims of  the founding fathers. 
They were nevertheless premised 
on real national capacity. Jaja 
Wachukwu, Nigeria's first external 
affairs minister noted in 1960 that: 
Our country is the largest single 
unit in Africa… we are not going to 
abdicate the position in which God 
Almighty has placed us. The whole 
black continent is looking up to this 
countr y  to  l ibera te  i t  f rom 
thralldom.

This defined the country's 
behaviour and continental outlook 
and has continued to influence 
successive administrations – weak 
or effective.

Many observers agree that the 
sterl ing performance of  the 
monitoring group is unparalleled 
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e g i o n a l 
organisations the world over. It has 
now become a model to emulate 
for its operational efficiency and 
for giving regional actors pride of  
place in the resolution of  regional 
conflicts.

Since Nigeria made Africa the 
centerpiece of  its foreign policy it 
has played the role of  a regional 
leader. There is a general feeling 
that the Nigerian treasury is an 
inexhaustible source of  funds for 
the development of  Africa. A 
central question on Nigeria's 
foreign policy has been the level of  
assistance it should offer its 
neighbours. 

On the premise that charity 
begins at home, there have been 
widespread demands to resolve 
internal problems within Nigeria 
before helping neighbours, since 
there is nothing substantial to show 
for the numerous assistance to the 
neighbours. Nigeria should review 
its foreign policy trusts to garner 
socioeconomic benefits for the 
nation since foreign policies are 
meant to drive the economy of  a 
nation and not strain it.
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