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News

By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State 
Electoral Commis-
sion, EBSEC, has 

declared the candidates of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) as the winners 
of  all the chairmanship and 
councillorship seats in the 
local government elections 
held on Saturday. 

The chairman of  the 
state Independent Elector-
al Commission (EBSIEC), 
Barr Jossy Eze, who made 

APC sweeps Ebonyi Council polls

the announcement in Ab-
akaliki said APC won all 
the 13 local government 
chairmanship seats and the 
171 councillorship seats. 

According to him: “By 
the power vested in me by 
the law, I hereby declare the 
results of  the Chairman-
ship of  each of  the 13 local 
governments as follows; 
One, Abakaliki local gov-
ernment, Mr Ebere Ogba 
of  the APC, having satisfy 
the requirements of  the law 
and scored the majority of  
valid vote casted at the elec-

tion, is hereby returned as 
duly elected.”

Other elected APC Chair-
men are, Chinedu Uburu, 
Ebonyi LGA, Chidiebere 
Uzor, Onicha LGA, Chi-
nonso Ajah, Ohaozara, 
Ibiam Nnajiofor, Afikpo 
North, and Ekuma-Nka-
ma Chima, Afikpo South 
amongst others. 

“This Commission have 
received, considered, val-
idated and adopted the 
results of  each of  the 171 
cancilliorship of  the wards. 
That is to say that APC 

Voter apathy mars Ebonyi LG elections
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
here was a low turn-
out of  eligible voters 
and late commence-

ment of  voting during the 
Ebonyi State local govern-
ment elections held across 
the 13 local government ar-
eas of  the state. 

Several polling units vis-
ited by our correspondent 
across the three Senatorial 
zones witnessed a handful 
of  people at polling units. 

Some of  the polling units 
visited, presiding officers 
were seen waiting for eligible 
voters to arrive for accredita-
tion and voting. 

Some of  the voters who 
spoke to our Correspondent 
attributed the low turnout of  
voters for lack of  interest in 
the exercise and lack of  faith 
in the outcome of  the elec-
tion.

 Meanwhile, the state 

Governor, David Umahi 
has described the State Lo-
cal Government election as 
peaceful. 

Umahi who spoke shortly 
after casting his vote at Umu-
naga Ward 4, Ohaozara local 
government area of  the state 
expressed the optimism that 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress will emerge victori-
ous at the polls.

He said that his perfor-
mance as Governor will al-
ways give APC victory in 
elections in the state. “I can 
say that I am quite satisfied 
with the report I am getting 
from the polling units”.

“It is very peaceful, the 
turnout is quite impressive 
and the people are voting 
very freely for Candidates of  
their preferences.” 

“There is no other politi-
cal party in Ebonyi State, we 
have done quite well and no 
other political party in Eb-
onyi can boast of  any rea-

son why anybody in Ebonyi 
should vote for such party 
other than APC.” 

“We have performed, 
we have transformed the 
state, so Ebonyi people will 
not listen to promises, they 
are going to be listening to 
promises fulfilled under my 
administration and as the 
party  of  APC”. 

“I worked hard for it. 
Apostle Paul says I have run 
the race, I have kept the faith, 
left unto me is the crown of  
righteousness, that crown of  
righteousness is a compre-
hensive victory today.

Governor Umahi denied 
the insinuation that there 
was imposition of  candidate 
adding that the people were 
given the opportunity to elect 
candidates of  their choice.

“Every election is selec-
tion; an opportunity for the 
people to select whoever 
they like and that is the defi-
nition of  election.”

Women demand positions 
in royal cabinets

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

W
omen should be 
included in the 
cabinets of  tradi-

tional rulers in various com-
munities, for acceleration of  
development and enhance-
ment of  gender equality.

 They should also be al-
lowed to participate in de-
cision-making at all levels 
of  policy formulation and 
execution in various com-
munities. 

A group, Women Aid 
Coalition (WACOL) made 
these requests at Umutowe, 
Olokoro autonomous com-
munity in Umuahia South 
LGA of  Abia State recently 
when members of  WACOL 
paid a working visit to the 
palace of  HRM, Eze God-
frey Onwuka, the Towe of  
Umutowe. 

The women group, led by 
its executive during the vis-
it, said  there was the impor-
tant need to include women 
in the ruling councils of  tra-
ditional rulers, as women’s 
voice, rights and contribu-
tions should be accommo-
dated in decision-makings. 

Delivering the address of  
her group at the palace of  
Eze Godfrey Onwuka, the 
Coordinator of  50/50 Ac-
tion, Chief  (Mrs) Stella Nw-
aohammuo lamented that 

Eze-in-councils are pres-
ently composed of  all-male 
members while women are 
left to be bound by every 
decision made at palaces of  
rulership. 

The group therefore, 
called for women to be in-
cluded and allowed inputs 
on issues that borders on 
community development 
and others. 

Mrs Nwaohammuo who 
decried the present all-male 
composition of  Ezes’ cabi-
net in Igbo land and beyond 
noted that “Inclusion of  
women into Ezes’ cabinet 
in all levels of  decision will 
improve development and 
peace in larger communi-
ty.”  

Also speaking, the Abia 
North Secretary of  the 
group, Gloria Ifeyinwa 
Abiakam pointed out that 
non-inclusion of  women 
in kings’ cabinets were not 
helpful in the development 
of  communities. 

Responding, HRM, Eze 
Godfrey Onwuka told his 
visitors that their requests 
may be hard to implement, 
considering the cultural 
and historical bottlenecks 
around the requests. 

Eze Onwuka however, 
explained that any tradi-
tional or critical cultural de-
cision of  that nature is not 
taken by a traditional ruler 

have won in all the wards,” 
he added. Mr Chika Nwo-
ba, Publicity Secrectary of  
the People Democractic 
Party in Ebonyi described 
the elections as “one man-
show.” According to Nwo-

ba, PDP as a party was not 
part of  the elections held on 
Saturday. 

The All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
and other political parties 
in the state boycotted the 

LG polls. 
Mr. Ricky Okorouka, 

state chairman of  APGA 
had said that their decision 
not to participate in the 
elections was due to the re-
fusal of  the electoral body 
to reduce the N1 million 
and N200,000 nomination 
fees imposed for Chairman-
ship and Councillorship re-
spectively.

alone.
 He therefore commended 

the members of  WACOL 
for their developmental ad-
vocacies in the society in 
various areas of  life and as-
sured that his kingdom has 
been ensuring that the rights 
of  women are not trampled 
upon. 

But a traditionalist from 
Umuahia North, Ichie 
Ubakanwa  Nkemjika ad -
vised that issue of  Eze-in-
council should not be trivi-
alized by gender sentiments.

He noted that through the 
hosting of  yearly August 
meetings in their various 
communities, women of  
Igbo extraction have been 
able to make some com-
mendable society-enhanc-
ing decisions.

These decisions, Ich ie 
Nkemjika pointed out, have 
been able to regulate behav-
ior of  women and teenagers 
in their villages of  marriage 
and birth. 

He then urged women to 
jettison the idea of  taking 
positions in ruling cabinets 
of  traditional rulers. “Dur-
ing August meetings, wom-
en are mandated by Ezes 
to fashion out by-laws that 
help develop their villages.

Most of  these laws have 
been adopted as part of  
community laws in most 
communities.” “Let them 
forget this idea of  being in-
cluded in Eze-in-council”, 
Ichie Nkemjika maintained.

Anambra Govt flags off renewed sanitation exercise 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

As part of  his adminis-
tration’s commitment to en-
suring a healthy and livable 
environment, Anambra State 
government led by Gover-
nor, Professor Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo, on Saturday 
flagged off  a Special Sani-
tation Exercise in the state 
capital.

 Mr. Governor performed 
the exercise at the popular 
Eke Awka Market rounda-
bout. Speaking shortly after 
the exercise which recorded 
active participation of  a great 
number of  the citizens, Gov-
ernor Soludo said the exer-
cise was part of  the present 
administration’s determina-
tion to ensure a Hygienic and 
Healthy environment as well 
as the wellness of  the citizen-
ry.  

To this end, the Governor 
directed for a comprehensive 
sanitation exercise across the 
21 local government areas of  
the state as his administration 
would continue to sensitise 
people of  the state on the 
need to live up to their corpo-
rate social responsibilities. 

While stating that clean-
liness is next to Godliness, 
the Governor said that in the 
coming days, his administra-
tion’s Urban renewal plans 
would be achieved in line 
with global best practices. 

The Governor expressed 
appreciation for the turnout 
of  people who participated 
in the exercise and appealed 
to them to join hands with 
the current administration in 
the state for effective environ-
mental management. 

According to the Gover-
nor, 31 contractors have been 
engaged in Anambra to help 

From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

T
he former Secretary 
to the Government of  
the Federation (SGF), 

Babachir Lawal and the for-
mer Speaker, House of  Rep-
resentatives, Rt. Honourable 
Yakubu Dogara on Satur-
day met with Rivers State 
governor, Nyesom Wike. 

The closed door meeting 
held at Governor Wike’s 
country home in Rumue-
prikom, Obio-Akpor Local 
Government Area of  Rivers 
State. 

Speaking with journalists 
after the meeting, former 
Speaker, House of  Repre-
sentatives, Rt. Honourable 
Yakubu Dogara said their 

visit was base on the need 
to build an all-inclusive Ni-
geria. 

“Everyone agrees with us 
that Governor Wike is one 
of  those indispensable polit-
ical leaders. 

For us, it is a search to 
build an all-inclusive Nige-
ria. So, we feel that as part 
of  the agenda setting, we 
should meet with him and 
that is the reason why we 
are here. 

And for the rest, whatever 
it is, maybe in the future we 
can discuss that.” Similarly, 
the former Secretary to the 
Government of  the Federa-
tion (SGF), Babachir Lawal, 
explained that their mission 
was a brotherly visit to the 
governor of  Rivers State. We 

 …Wins all 13 LGAs, 171 wards

 …Traditionalist kicks …Traditionalist kicks

keep the state clean. 
He tasked traders in Eke 

Awka and other markets on 
the need to put their dirts in 
nylon bags and dispose in 
designated areas. 

He added further that plans 
are in the pipeline to beautify 
Ziks Avenue to a befitting sta-
tus.  He called on those who 
trade on the roads, to desist 
from it and go into the mar-
kets.

 He asked those who are 
interested in being trained as 
apprentice to learn a trade, 
to approach the Ministry of  
Youth Development and reg-
ister.  In a remark, Chairman 
of  Eke Awka Market, Chief  
Jude Agummadu applaud-
ed the Governor for coming 
to flag-off  the initiative of  
a renewed sanitation in the 
markets and pledged to give 
all the necessary support for 
it success.

 

...Says 31 contractors are already engaged to help

came to visit our brother. 
He (Wike) is our brother. 

So, every now and then, the 
Bible enjoins you to visit one 
another. That is what we just 
did.” 

Lawal said the interaction 
with the Rivers State gover-
nor had nothing to with the 
meeting some northern lead-
ers held in Abuja on Friday.

Dogara, Lawal meet Gov Wike
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PDP, Atiku have not reached out to me
– Governor Wike
Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.
 

R
ivers State governor, 
Nyesom  Wike has 
described as unfor-

tunate the unguarded pub-
lic comments credited to 
respectable party members 
against him after the con-
duct of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) presiden-
tial primaries on 29th/30th 
May, 2022. 

Governor Wike main-
tained that the right thing 
such persons should have 
done, particularly the PDP 
presidential candidate, Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar or the 

PDP national chairman, 
Senator Iyorchia Ayu, 
would have been to reach 
out to him, but they have 
not. 

The Rivers State governor 
made the accusation while 
speaking with journalists at 
the international wing of  the 
Port Harcourt International 
Airport, shortly after his ar-
rival from Spain on Friday. 

Governor Wike point-
ed to how Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar used the occasion 
of  the unveiling of  PDP vice 
presidential candidate, Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa of  Del-
ta State, and his appearance 
on a national television to lie 
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against him. 
“But there comes a time 

that people will understand 
and know the true facts. So, 
obviously, whether I will 
speak is not in doubt, to let 
Nigerians know the actual 
truth. 

Having known the truth, 
whatever they decide to do 
with it is left for Nigerians.

  Because, you can im -
agine, the presidential can-
didate of  the PDP Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar, when he 
unveiled vice presidential 
candidate, no right thinking 
lover of  this party would 
say that the speech he made 
on that day was fair. Forget 

about the favour seekers. 
Forget about the scaven-

gers. But I never reacted to 
it. That is because this party 
belongs to all of  us. 

Governor Wike explained 
that after the PDP primaries 
he returned to Rivers State 
to focus on fulfilling the re-
maining promises that he 
made to Rivers people.

 He said already a number 
of  completed projects have 
already been outlined for 
inauguration and when that 
was done, he would respond 
to all the lies peddled against 
him.

 Assuming today, I’m not 
alive, obviously what they 

Health Insurance: ASHIA flags off
Operation Healthy Ayemelum

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State 
Health Insurance 
Agency (ASHIA) 

has flagged off  “Operation 
Healthy Ayamelum phase 
1” in Ifite’Ogwari Com-
munity. The program is 
targeted at enrolling eight 
thousand pregnant women, 
women of  childbearing age, 
and the elderly from the 
eight communities of  the 
council area into the health 
insurance scheme.

Declaring the event open 
during the weekend, the 
State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Afam Obidike 
who stated the readiness of  
the government in imple-
menting Universal Health 
Coverage for all said that 
Prof. Charles Soludo’s ad-

ministration understands 
the peculiar health system 
challenge in the local gov-
ernment and promises that 
in a few months from now, 
the Primary Health Centres 
in the communities will be 
fully operational. 

“It’s disheartening that 
women in this area die of  
childbirth complications 
that could have been easily 
resolved. 

In the next four to six 
months, we are going to fix 
the PHC’s to attend to the 
primary needs of  the locals 
before going to the second-
ary system which ais St Jo-
seph Catholic Hospital Ifite 
Ogwari.

 “Mr. Governor is serious 
about ensuring universal 
health coverage for all Ndi 
Anambra and this policy 
starts from functional Pri-

have said would be accepted 
as the truth. Look at his at-
tack dogs, Sule Lamido, Ba-
baginda Aliyu, Maina Wa-
ziri. Look at the statements 
they issued. 

Look at the abuses they 
rained on me, but I never 
reacted. Governor Wike as-
serted that he contested the 
presidential primary square-
ly and emerged in the sec-
ond position so he will not 
tolerate being disparaged

. He emphasized on speak-
ing to lovers of  the party by 
putting the record straight 
so that they will know who 
is being truthful. Governor 
Wike clarified that Senator 
Bukola Saraki met with him 
in Spain, but said he was not 
sent by Alhaji Atiku, so no-
body should think in such 
direction. 

In any case, Governor 

Wike wondered why Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar who visited 
him at his place to solicit his 
support does not know the 
way to the house he once 
visited.

 Governor Wike also said 
that he is not aware of  any 
committee that has been set 
up by PDP or the party’s 
presidential candidate to 
reach out to him.

“After the commission-
ing of  projects that we have 
lined up, we will be able 
to speak to Nigerians and 
tell them what happened. 
It doesn’t matter who is in-
volved. 

 “I am not a slave, and I 
will not be a slave, am a free 
born of  this country. I must 
be able to say how things 
are, whether is suits you, or 
it does not suits you, is im-
material.

mary Health Centres and 
we are committed to that“, 
the Commissioner reiter-
ated. Dr. Obidike thanked 
the initiators of  the project, 
Dr. Chima Onuekwe and 
Rev. Fr. Basil Ekwunife for 
magnanimously giving their 
people access to free medi-
cal care. For the Executive 
Secretary of  ASHIA, Dr. 
Simeon Onyemaechi , the 
program was unique in the 
sense that the beneficiaries 
will access quality health 
care completely free of  
charge. 

“After paying ASHIA 
annual premium the benefi-
ciary is expected to pay only 
10 percent of  the charges in-
curred in the hospital but Fr. 
Basil  Ekwunife who is an 
illustrious son of  the com-
munity has also taken care 
of  that, so the health care is 

now 100 % free.” 
On his part, Dr. Chima 

Onuekwe who is the initi-
ator of  the project was op-
timistic that the program 
will eliminate the health 
challenges being faced by 
Ayamelum Community. 

 He stated that the premi-
um will be for one year af-
ter which the sponsors and 
partners will review the val-
ue added as well as the uti-
lization rate but hopefully 
there will be an extension.

 “It is the first phase and 
we are prioritizing the pop-
ulation but the target is to 
register 1000 persons per 
community. 

“If  somebody paid 12000 
for you to access quality 
health services, I think you 
should take the opportunity 
but we have to review the 
utilization rate and see pos-
sible ways for renewal with 
our sponsors.”

Dr. Onuekwe pleaded 

Imo Oil Producing communities 
to take delivery of transformers,
lightning equipments 

T
he Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of  Imo 
State Oil Producing 

Areas Development Com-
mission Chief  Charles Orie 
has taken delivery of  trans-
formers for onward instal-
lation in communities in 
the Oil Producing Areas of  
Imo State. 

This is in fulfillment of  

the promise made by The 
Imo State Governor, His 
Excellency, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma that the linger-
ing electricity issues con-
fronting the Oil Producing 
Communities will become 
a thing of  the past.

According to the  MD/
CEO of  Imo State Oil Pro-
ducing Areas Development 
Commission Chief  Charles 
Orie, Governor Uzodimma 
had instructed that trans-
formers and the rest of  the 
lightening  equipment be 
distributed directly to com-
munities and installed.

The Governor further di-
rected that all faulty trans-
formers in various commu-
nities be replaced for the 
benefit of  the Oil Producing 
Communities and Imo peo-
ple at large.

Recall that 41 million 
Naira  electricity bill back-
log accumulated since 2011 
for the three Local Gov-
ernment Areas of  Ohaji/
Egbema, Oguta and Oru 
East was paid by the Shared 
Prosperity Government 
about a week ago.

Installation of  the Equip-
ments and transformers will 
commence next week.

Governor Uzodimma (left), on Friday in Abuja, receiving the C of O of Standard Shoe Company Limited, Owerri from 
the Executive Director of AMCON, Mr. Eberechukwu Uneze, which it seized from past administrations as a result of 
N1.6 billion indebtedness.

... Targets 8000 beneficiaries in council areas

with the beneficiaries to 
utilize the scheme and ac-
cess quality health care as 
defaulters will be replaced 
with willing persons. 

Rev. Fr. Basil Ekwunife, 
the manager of  St. Joseph 
Catholic Hospital Ifite Og-
wari, noted that it was the 
best to give quality health 
care to the people because 
according to him, the com-
munity is made up mainly 
of  agrarian people. 

The management of  the 
hospital will bear the 10% 
charges expected of  the ben-
eficiary so that health care 
delivery will be completely 
free. 

The beneficiaries and oth-
er community leaders in-
cluding former local govern-
ment chairman, Hon. Udoji 
Amedu expressed delight 
to the initiator, St Joseph 
Catholic Hospital, and the 
State Government.

 Mrs. Maureen Elo Gwa-
cham, and Dr. Obiora Chi-
ra candidates of  APGA and 
Labour Party respectively 
for Oyi/Ayamelum Federal 
Constituency enrolled One 
Hundred people each into 
the scheme.
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Editorial

he World Economic Forum (WEF) Tand their  co-authors at  the 
Platform for Accelerating the 

Circular Economy outline an ambitious 
agenda to transform the electronics sector 
in the report, “A New Circular Vision for 
Electronics: Time for a Global Reboot.”

This vision hinges on significantly 
changing how electronic goods are 
produced,  consumed and re-used. 
Critically, the report imagines a process of 
“dematerialisation”; a world in which 
electronics companies retain ownership of 
their products and are incentivised to build 
goods that are more durable, re-useable 
and recyclable.

The European Union has energetically 
supported this transformation, through 
the Circular Electronics Initiative (CEI). 
The CEI introduces an Eco-Design 
Directive, the common charger initiative, 
right-to-repair legislation and tax-payer 
funded take-back schemes as a means of 
turbo-charging the circular transition of 
electronics.

While the WEF's circular economy 
agenda for electronics and the European 
Union's CEI provide a new frame for 
reshaping economic organisation globally, 
they do not go far enough in terms of us 
h e l p i n g  u s  t h i n k  a b o u t  b u s i n e s s 
organisations at the regional level, 
particularly in Africa. 

In the African context, the term 
“circular economy” is appealing. It 
potentially could address two very urgent 
policy issues: Reducing environmental 
impacts  and  creat ing  meaningful 
opportunities for local entrepreneurs. This 
should, in turn, lead to higher-paying jobs, 
ski l ls  improvement and a cleaner 
environment.

However, these e-waste agendas 
conceive of  Africa-based business 
opportunities as only the result of a global 
business transformation and international 
investment in e-waste recycling. They 
i g n o r e  A f r i c a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a s 
transformative forces in their own right.

Local entrepreneurs are equipped with 
some of the best tools available to improve 
skills and facilitate access to new 
opportunities. An example is Hinckley's 
Recycling Centre in Ibeju. Hinckley's 
primary business is to collect, dis-assemble 
and dispose e-waste components in the 
most responsible way possible. From the 
company's perspective, responsibility is 
both environmental and economic, as it 
searches extensively for local partners to 
process waste. This maximises the value of 
economic production that is retained in 
Nigeria. 

Hinckley's approach has led to a 
partnerships with QuadLoop, a start-up 

that produces solar lighting from disposed 
b a t t e r i e s .  A f t e r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t 
QuadLoop's interest in using disposed 
batteries in its production, QuadLoop set 
up a research and development (R&D) 
office at Hinckley's recycling facilities. As 
Quadloop has developed its products, it 
incorporates new materials that are 
collected at the facility. The partnership 
allows both companies to explore new 
ways of working with waste materials, as 
well as new product and service lines and 
customers.

The partnership between Hinckley and 
QuadLoop is an important driver of local 
business transformation for three key 
reasons. 

First, the partnership's emphasis on 
product development facilitates skills 
acquisition. In this case, available material 
drives the process, so it is also not capital 
intensive. 

Second, product development is 
focused on local distribution, and is highly 
responsive to market needs. Third, the 
perspective from which Hinckley and 
QuadLoop innovate is unique compared to 
their international counterparts. 

Importantly, outside of a facilitative 
regulatory context, their motivations for 
new product development are different. In 
a context where public services are more 
scarce, it is arguable that African 
entrepreneurs are more likely to focus their 
attention on addressing them. In 
Quadloop's case, this is not only proper 
disposal of  e-waste, but also, very 
importantly, access to energy in a very 
poor access to energy environment.

A truly global vision for e-waste must 
r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f 
“dematerialisation” is a phenomenon that 
can and should be promoted using a 
combination of approaches. Above the 
international and regional policy agendas, 
it is imperative to create spaces for African 
entrepreneurs that enable locally relevant 
product development to evolve. The 
Hinckley example is a model that can be 
built upon to grow and scale up locally-
based research and development. 

As a part of their broader vision to 
develop the circular economy, WEF could 
add a seat at the table for African 
entrepreneurs to grow this model further. 
This would include programmes that are 
focused on start-up financing, technical 
and managerial support for e-waste 
entrepreneurs, as well as support for the 
development of e-waste hubs. By adding 
this seat, the WEF would be playing an 
integral role in realising a vision of a 
circular economy for e-waste that is 
genuinely inclusive.

Promoting global agenda for a
circular economy for E-waste:
The Hinckley example
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mo State has recently been in the Inews for the worse reasons. It has 
been ranked the highest debtor 

state in the Southeast zone and third 
in the county. The state has been 
ridiculed and made a mincemeat of, 
for it's propensity to borrow. The 
e c o n o my  i s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e 
strangulated by internal and external 
debts that are ridiculous. 

Just recently, His Excellency, Rt 
Hon Emeka Ihedioha, drew attention 
of  lmolites to the state debt burden of  
over N205.9b as released by the 
National Bureau for Statistics, NBS 
for the end of  first quarter, 2022. This 
is a state that receives humongous 
revenue monthly from FAAC and 
that also claims it racks up over N2b 
as IGR.

On Thursday or there about, the 
lnnoson Vehicle Manufacturing, 
IVM, a local vehicle manufacturing 
company, made public a lawsuit it 
i n s t i t u t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e 
government for its inability to fulfill a 
credit obligation to the company.

 According to a release by Cornel 
O s i g w e ,  H e a d ,  C o r p o r a t e 
Communication Affairs of  Innoson 
group, the company was forced to 
drag the lmo state government to 
court over a whooping debt of  N2.5b 
with 10% interest rate. The amount is 
said to be for liquidation of  credit for 
over two hundred and forty vehicles 
supplied to the state government in 
A p r i l ,  2 0 2 1 b y  t h e  c o m p a n y, 
according to Osigwe, in good faith.

The release went on to state that 
the company had to resort to legal 
option after it had made frantic efforts 
for amicable settlement. Information 
has it that the matter got to point 
where the state government resorted 
to being funny by playing hide and 
seek, in the usual "guy-man" way. 

O n  Fr i d ay,  t h e  l m o  S t a t e 
Commissioner for Information and 
Strategy, Hon Declan Emelumba, 
came in shallow defence of  the state 
government. According to the 
Commissioner, the exact contract 
sum was N5b and that government 
was able to defray it only to the tune 

of  N3.5b, leaving the balance 
of  N2.5b.

T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commissioner, in his defence, 
seem to have been conservative 
with the truth. He could not in 
clear language explain why 
government had to let this 
matter escalate to such a 
scandalous state. What effort 
did it make to remedy the 
s i tuat ion,  Inspi te  of  the 
number of  advances made, 
eve n  b y  t h e  M D  o f  t h e 
c o m p a n y,  D r.  I n n o c e n t 
C h u k w u m a .  T h e 
commissioner mention about 
setting up a maintenance 
facility in the state, was that a 
condition for payment? 

For goodness sake, integrity is 
one of  the attributes of  good 
leadership. No investor would wish to 
put his funds in a state bereaved of  
sincerity. This is coupled with the 
malignant insecurity situation in the 
state. Basic tenets of  good governance 
are all the state needs to move 
forward. Success must not be all 

t was a harvest of  awards and Iprizes as students of  Princess 
Shekinah In ter nat iona l 

School Ihiagwa, graduates Year 9 
and 12 classes with the latter being 
her first set of  26 senior students 
since inception four years ago

In his welcome remarks, the 
principal of  the school, Mr 
Christian said Princess Shekinah 
International School has taken 
part in National and international 
examinations and came top in the 
competitions. He enthused that 
PSIS for the first time will be 
a w a r d i n g  s e n i o r  s c h o o l 
certificates to her students both in 
WASSCE and NECO. Principal 
Christian , used the opportunity 
to  encourage the outgoing 
students to find a good path in 
which they have learned from the 
school and to always represent the 
school positively. "The students 
have been fully equipped in 
learning and in character so no 
doubt that they are going to 
represent the school in a good 
light," he added.

He admonished the students 
not to relate to the challenges that 
the outside world will throw at 
t h e m  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c h o o l 
environment. As he encouraged 
them to always remember all that 
they have taught them in order to 
compete and face the true reality 
of  life, he also told them not to 
always rely on their human ability, 
rather he charged them to believe 
in the power of  God Almighty.

Contributing, the chairman 
Board of  Directors, Engr Emeka 
Udokporo, in his speech thanked 
God Almighty for the privilege 
given to the Management, Staff  
a n d  S t u d e n t s  o f  P r i n c e s s 
Shekinah International School to 
come thus far. He used the 
opportunity to charge parents of  
the outgoing students to look 
inwards during the long holidays 
and monitor the activities of  their 
wards, give their children books 
to read than phones, movies to 
watch in order to boost their 
academic prowess and help the 
school's academic calendar when 
they will be back from school next 
term.

Engr Udokporo added that he 
is optimistic that very soon this 
Nation, Nigeria will be great 
again, he said that he is expecting 
the committee of  Nigeria Nation 
to be consultants in Education, 
in f ra s t r uc ture,  Wate r  and 
Agriculture. He added that he 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  o n e  d a y 
ex a m i n a t i o n  m a l p r a c t i c e, 
Cultism, Drug Abuse, Addiction 
will be at zero level in Nigeria. 
Udokpro thanked the school 
management for all the sacrifices 
they are giving to bring out the 
best in the students.  He urged 
them to keep the flame burning, 
so that Nigeria will be lit up in 
order to usher in a new Nigeria. 
He also spoke on the bad 
condition of  roads in Ihiagwa 
and promised the parents to have 
patience with the school , adding 

that soon the road challenge will 
be restored back to normal.

Earlier in his opening remarks, 
the managing Director of  the 
School ,  Dr  Obinna Smar t 
Unaegbu, said he is returning all 
glory to God Almighty for the 
Journey that started 4 years ago.  
He assured that the school's 
management team will do better 
i n  t h e  f u t u r e,  eve n  a s  h e 
congratulated the upcoming and 
outgoing students. He blessed the 
students and charged them to 

make progress in their future 
endeavors. Dr Unaegbu urged 
them to always represent PSIS, 
their parents and Nigeria in 
general in order to stand out in 
the outside world. A high point of  
the Managing Director's speech 
was the renaming of  Princess 
Shekinah International School 
(PSIS) to Shekinah British 
International School (SBIS), 
Ihiagwa.  He also thanked all 
w h o  c a m e  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e 
graduation ceremony as he 

prayed to God to take them back 
to their different destinations. 
High point of  the graduation 
ceremony was awards, prizes and 
scholarships to different students 
who  par t i c ipa ted  in  the i r 
competitions, especially the 
C a m b r i d g e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
examination which had Miss 
Balina Nnenna Duruaku make 
history by scoring 100% in all 
sub jec t s  en te red  in to  v iz : 
Mathematics, Use of  English and 
Sciences.

By Mazi Emenike Nmeregini

Innoson Motors: Uzodimma reducing Imo
to a filthy debtor state

Chukwuma Uzodimma

Princess Shekinah International School Ihiagwa marks 2021/2022
graduation in style, makes history in Cambridge International Exams
….As MD, Unegbu Obinna Smart announces name change to Shekinah British International School

about grandstanding and window 
dressing.

By all indications, lmo state is not 
insolvent. The income, expenditures 
and liabilities of  the state are known, 
so, any attempt to cajole and paint a 
picture of  insufficient funds in the 
state would need to be explained. 

Imolites are aware of  what make 
up the monthly aggregate revenue of  
the state, the local government funds 

inclusive. They are also not oblivious 
of  the debt and expenditure profile of  
the state. It is therefore unbelievable 
when government tries to shy away 
from fundamental obligations it 
needs to undertake. Imo State must 
not be denigrated by the ineptitude 
and avarice of  just one man. 

Well, the end to this show of  
shame is at sight. Imo must be rescued 
and rebuilt.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Year 12 students of Princess Shekinah International School during their graduating ceremony over the weekend.

MD, PSIS, Unegbu Obinna Smart in an award show with a graduand
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I
nnoson Vehicle Manufac-
turing Company (IVM) says 
it has filed a lawsuit against 
Imo State Government at 

a State High Court in Anambra 
State over an unpaid debt

The company said the lawsuit 
followed the failure of  the state 
government to pay or service a 
debt of  over N2.5 billion for the 
purchase of  vehicles and their 
parts.

Innoson’s head of  corporate 
communications, Cornel Osigwe, 
who disclosed this in a statement 
on Friday, said the state govern-
ment refused to pay the debt de-
spite the company’s “repeated 
demands and appeals.”

He said the Chairman of  Inno-
son, Innocent Chukwuma, has 
repeatedly asked the Imo State 
Governor, Hope Uzodinma, to 
pay the debt, but that the gover-
nor has refused.

The vehicles were supplied in 
good faith to the state govern-
ment based on the understanding 
with the governor that payments 
would be made after deliveries, 
the company’s spokesperson said.

Mr. Osigwe said the worth of  
the N2.5 billion debt with a dollar 
value of  $3.8 million, has now ris-
en to about $6.3 million, pointing 
out that the value of  the money 
depreciated by over 40 percent.

He said it is based on that prem-
ise that the company is seeking to 
recover the debt with an interest 
rate of  10 percent.

The release reads in parts; 
“Nigeria’s indigenous vehicle 

manufacturing company, In-
noson Vehicles Manufacturing 
(IVM) has filed an over N2.5B 
lawsuit against the Imo State 
Government under the headship 
of  Senator Hope Uzodinma over 
its failure to pay or service the 
debt of  N2,547,666,435.00 (Two 
Billion, Five Hundred and For-

ty-Seven Million, Six Hundred 
and Sixty-Six Thousand, Four 
Hundred and Thirty-Five Naira) 
being the purchase price of  the 
various IVM Vehicles including 
their parts which IVM manufac-
tured, sold and delivered to the 
State Government but Imo State 
Governor or its government has 
refused and failed to pay same 
despite repeated demands and 
appeals.

“The lawsuit which was filed by 
Prof  Joseph N Mbadugha, SAN, 
FCPA of  McCarthy Mbadugha 
& Co, the counsel to Innoson 
Vehicles coming against repeated 
attempts made by the Chairman 
of  Innoson Vehicles Manufactur-
ing, Chief  Dr. Innocent Chukwu-
ma OFR, to the Governor urging 
him to pay the company on the 
vehicles sold, and delivered to the 
State Government.

“For the avoidance of  doubt, 
sometimes in April 2021, His Ex-
cellency, the Executive Governor 
of  Imo State, Senator Hope Uzo-
dinma invited the Chairman/
CEO of  Innoson Vehicles, Chief  
Dr. Innocent Chukwuma to the 
Imo State Government House, 
Owerri where they discussed 
and agreed that Innoson Vehicles 
would sell and supply various 
specifications of  its brand of  Ve-
hicles to the State Government 
which includes, inter alia;

1. 70 units of  Innoson 5 Seater 
double cabin pick-up (IVM Car-
rier) 4WD

2. 10 units of  Innoson 5- Seat-
er double cabin military pick up 
(IVM G12)

3. 10 units of  Innoson 5 seat-
er single cabin military pick-up 
(IVM G12)

4. 100 units of  a complete siren 
with public addressing system, 
revolving light, and street police 
light;

5. 2 Units of  IVM Ambulance 

Innoson Jeeps.

Vehicles
6. 20 Units of  IVM G12 MS11
7. 20 sets of  B. Canopy
“The above vehicles which were 

valued at over N2.5B ($6.3M) 
were supplied in good faith to the 
Imo State Government based on 
an understanding with the Gov-
ernor which arose after a special 
request that Innoson Vehicles 
grant the State the favor of  pay-
ing for the vehicles after deliveries 
to them and which request was 
granted and honored.

“The special and privilege re-
quest granted to the Governor 
turned into a nightmare for Inno-
son Vehicles and Its Chairman af-
ter Chief  Chukwuma had at var-
ious times through several visits, 
phone calls, messages, and sub-
mission of  letters requesting pay-
ment appealed to the Governor 

and his conscience to make total 
payments or set up a payment 
plan that will offset the debt.

“The inability of  the State 
Government to pay the aforesaid 
purchase price of  the vehicles 
supplied has resulted in Inno-
son Vehicles having difficulties 
in fulfilling its loan repayment 
obligations to Keystone Bank 
Limited and Bank of  Industry. 
These Banks granted their credit 
facilities at the rate of  10% inter-
est and other fees therein. More 
so, it has led to the loss of  profit 
arising therefrom and the accru-
ing interest.

“It is also interesting to note 
that as of  July 27th, 2022, the 
over N2.5B worth of  vehicles sup-
plied to Imo State Government in 
April 2021 under the leadership 
of  Hope Uzodinma with a dol-

lar value of  $6.3M is now worth 
$3.8M. Even if  the money is paid 
today, the value of  the money has 
depreciated by over 40%.

“It is therefore based on this 
premise that Innoson Vehicle 
Manufacturing Company Ltd 
has begun the process of  recov-
ering its debts against the Imo 
State Government by slamming 
a lawsuit of  over N2.5B with an 
interest rate of  10% on the entire-
ty of  the sum claimed at the High 
Court of  Anambra State, Nnewi 
Division.

Reacting, the Commissioner 
for Information in Imo State, De-
clan Emelumba, said the Innoson 
Company was covering some 
facts in the allegation.

He accused the company of  
intentionally refusing to admit 
that the state government had 
made some payments and that 
the amount being claimed by the 
company was just a balance of  
the total cost of  the vehicles pur-
chased by the government.

 “The truth is that the total val-
ue of  the contract we had with 
them came to over N5 billion out 
of  which we have paid N3.5 bil-
lion. So, they are talking about 
the balance,” Emelumba stated.

The Information Commission-
er argued that the state govern-
ment has shown faith in the con-
tract by making a part payment to 
the Innoson Group, insisting that 
the impression being created by 
the company against the govern-
ment was “wrong and incorrect.”

“And secondly, they also failed 
to admit that, as part of  that agree-
ment, they were to set up a main-
tenance shop for the vehicles, be-
cause part of  the agreement was 
that they would be maintaining 
the vehicles,” he said.

“They didn’t set up that shop, 
but that has not stopped us from 
redeeming the debt.”

…Vehicle company sues Imo govt over N2.5b debt
…“You’re covering some facts” – Imo govt

Gov. Uzodimma

 “ The truth is that the total value 
of the contract we had with them 

came to over N5 billion out of 
which we have paid N3.5 billion. 

So, they are talking about the 
balance,” Emelumba stated.

The Information Commissioner
 argued that the state government has 

shown faith in the contract by 
making a part payment to the 

Innoson Group, insisting that the
 impression being created by the 
company against the government

 was “wrong and incorrect.”
“And secondly, they also failed to admit 

that, as part of that agreement, they were to 
set up a maintenance shop for the vehicles, 
because part of the agreement was that they 
would be maintaining the vehicles,” he said.

“They didn’t set up that shop, but that has 
not stopped us from redeeming the debt.”
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octors under the aegis Do f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

Resident Doctors (NARD) have 
again threatened to commence 
s t r i k e  i f  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
government fails to meet their 
demands.

T h i s  d e ve l o p m e n t  i s 
contained in a communique 
issued at the end of  the NARD's 
National Executive Council 
(NEC) meeting held from 25th 
to 30th July in Lafia, Nasarawa 
State.

The communique was 
signed by the president of  the 
association, Godiya Ishaya.

The doctors said both the 
federal and state governments 
had defaulted on agreements 
made with the doctors in the 
past.

It said four states – Imo, 
Ondo, Ekiti, and Gombe – are 
o w i n g  d o c t o r s  i n  t h e i r 
workforce 10, five, three, and 
two months respectively, in 
salaries and other arrears.

“The NEC shall by the 
expiration of  the two weeks 
ultimatum, reconvene to review 
the progress made so far and 
take further actions for which 
nationwide industrial harmony 
may not be guaranteed,” the 
d o c t o r s  s a i d  i n  t h e i r 
communique.

T h e  d o c t o r s  a r e 
demanding, amongst other 
t h i n g s ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e 
implementation and payment 
of  the new hazard allowance 
and arrears.

NARD said some arrears 
for 2014, 2015, and 2016 have 
remained unpaid despite several 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e 
government.

The doctors noted that 
since the implementation of  a 
new minimum wage in 2019, 
some of  their members are yet 
t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e 
consequential adjustment.

“ T h e  N E C  d e m a n d s 
i m m e d i a t e  p a y m e n t  o f  
consequential adjustment of  
minimum wage to our members 
who have been deprived of  this 
b e n e f i t  s i n c e  i t  w a s 
implemented several years 
ago.”

T h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  a l s o 
demanding an immediate 
review of  the Consolidated 
Medical  Salar y Str ucture 
(CONMESS) and other related 
allowances given the current 
economic situation in the 
country.

The doctors said this is also 
in line with the agreed terms 
from the previous Collective 

Bargaining Agreement (CBA) 
that it will be reviewed regularly.

NARD noted that the Abia 
State Government had made 
l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s 
implementing the Medical 
Residency Training Act (MRTA 
2007), and payment of  26 
months' salary areas owed 
resident doctors at the Abia 
State University Teaching 
Hospital (ABSUTH).

It appealed to the state 
government to keep to the latest 
agreement of  paying seven 
months' salary arrears within 
one week in the first instance, 
and two months' salary arrears 
monthly to its members until the 
arrears are cleared.

Health sector activities
The association appealed to 

the government to increase 
allocation to the health sector to 
15 per cent of  the national 
budget as agreed by heads of  
African countries.

The doctors called for steps 
to be taken toward curtailing the 
brain drain in the health sector 
and finding ways of  eliminating 
all bureaucratic bottlenecks in 
t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d 
replacement of  doctors leaving 
the nation for greener pastures.

T h e  N A R D  a l s o 
condemned attacks on its 
members by the public and, as 
w e l l ,  o n  o t h e r  h e a l t h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e i r 
workplaces.

It enjoined the government 
at all levels to look into the issue 
and thoroughly investigate the 
ongoing cases.

It also called for measures 
to be put in place to nip this 
menace in the bud to forestall 
future occurrences, noting that 
“these inhumane acts have 
affected its members both 
physically and mentally.”

It could be recalled in 2020 
alone, medical practitioners 
were on strike three times over 
demands for allowances for 
treating COVID-19 patients and 
an increment in basic salary.

They cited several reasons, 
including delays in the payment 
of  their salaries and allowances.

In a letter dated December 
16, 2021 and addressed to the 
health minister, Osagie Ehanire, 
JOHESU and AHPA requested 
that only non-physicians would 
be accepted by them in future 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e 
government.

The letter reads in part; 
“Recent events have compelled 
the Joint Health Sector Unions 
and the Assembly of  Healthcare 
Professional Associations to 
formally draw the attention of  
the minister to the unending 
cycle of  misnomer, where the 

insinuation not to enter into 
negotiation with the Federal 
Government if  Doctors were 
involved, implies that such 
decisions would be extended to 
the Honourable Ministers of  
Health and that of  Labour and 
Employment because they are 
Physicians,” the NMA stated in 
the statement signed by its 
spokespe r son ,  An iekeme 
Uwah.

The statement added that 
“JOHESU should also stop 
meeting with the Head of  the 
Civil Service of  the Federation 
and permanent secretaries that 
are physicians, chief  medical 
directors, chairmen of  Senate 

and House Committees on 
Health, Governors and Deputy 
Governors etc. JOHESU has 
forgotten that the DHS and 
other Physicians involved in 
their negotiation were there by 
virtue of  the critical relevance of  
their  off ices and NOT in 
i n d iv i d u a l  c a p a c i t i e s  a s 
Physicians.

“If  we copy and travel this 
discriminatory road, then NMA 
will not negotiate with the 
Federal Government.”

The doctors' association 
said JOHESU leadership has 
“ i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e c o m e 
physicianphobic” which it said 
is a form of  “dysociopath.”

The NMA also declared its 
opposit ion to some other 
demands made by JOHESU 
a n d  A H P A  f r o m  t h e 
government, describing them as 
unacceptable.

“There is no basis for 
JOHESU to ask for the same 
salary as for Medical Doctors as 
this is not the standard practice 
worldwide. JOHESU knows 
tha t  there  i s  a  re la t iv i ty 
agreement between the Federal 
Government and the NMA on 
CONHESS and CONMESS,” 
the doctors argued.

Federal Ministry of  Health 
dispatches a team completely 
dominated by physicians to 
negotiations involving the 
welfare and accruing benefit 
packages  o f  members  o f  
JOHESU/AHPA.

“The c l imax of  these 
numerous aberrations usually 
manifests at times of  trade 
disputes when the Minister of  
Health would lead teams made 
u p  o f  h i g h  n u m b e r s  o f  
physicians to the negotiating 
table on matters relating or 
per ta in ing  exc lus ive ly  to 
m e m b e r s  o f  
JOHESU/AHPA.”

 “In conclusion, by making 

By Nweke Roland

“

Nigerian doctors threaten strike over unpaid
wages, poor welfare

The NEC shall by the expiration of  the 
two weeks

ultimatum, reconvene to review the 
progress made

so far and take further actions for which 
nationwide

industrial harmony may not be 
guaranteed,”

the doctors said in their communique.
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he people of  Obitti, TOhaji/Egbema, Imo 
State, have decried the 

dilapidation of  their Town 
School buildings, regretting 
that the moribund structures 
retard teaching and learning, 
heightening school drop out by 
children of  the agrarian and oil 
rich community. They noted 
that  Obi t t i  Town School 
established in 1918 by Roman 
Catholic Church Missionary 
prior to its abandonment by 
government was rated as one of  
the best Town Schools in Imo 
State, having produced brilliant 
persons who are today dignified 
and contributing effectively to 
the social,  economic and 
educational advancement of  
Imo State. For this reason, the 
school management committee 
of  Obitti Town School has 
called for quick repair of  the 
dilapidated buildings by Imo 
State Government led by 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
with a view to improving 
teaching and learning, as well as 
save lives of  pupils and teachers 
because the shaky buildings 
pose danger. When journalists 
who visited the school last week 
accosted the Head Teacher of  
the school, Lady Eucharia  
Ezekwe, she said that the 
classroom blocks in the school 
are all in bad shape mostly class 
1 school block which no longer 
has any roof  on top of  it.

T h e  H e a d  M i s t r e s s 
explained that due to the bad 
nature of  the buildings teaching 
and learning are now difficult as 
pupils no longer come to school 
when it rains, positing that it has 
become a normal occurrence to 
abruptly close school whenever 
it rains.

E z e k we  f r ow n e d  t h a t 
"academic activities are no 
longer what they used to be in 
the school. During raining 
s e a s o n  s c h o o l  c l o s e s 
temporarily pending when the 
rain will stop, even when there 
is no rain, pupils learn under the 
trees to avoid the scorching sun. 
This impediment affects the 
school calendar adversely, 
causing brain drain, school 
dropout. We are no longer in the 
same page with other schools. 
The School Management had 
drafted a letter to inform Imo 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c 
Education Board, IMSUBEB, 

about the ugly situation of  the 
school and the urgent need for 
i n t e r ve n t i o n . "   E z e k w e 
revealed that there is a newly 
built classroom block by Shell 
Petroleum Company which is 
still under lock and key. "The 
Shel l  bui ld ing should be 
unveiled so that the burden of  
lack of  conducive teaching and 
learning environment would 
reduce.  We should  th ink 
positively and act wisely. It is 
meaningless and a thing out of  
place for the new school blocks 
to continue to be uninhabited. 
When the school demanded to 
make use of  the building those 
in charge told us that it was 
impossible because the building 
is yet to be commissioned by the 
appropriate authority".

Adding his voice, Chairman 

of  the School Management 
Committee, Anthony Eluke, 
submitted that the situation was 
pathetic, appealing to the state 
government to urgently assist 
the community by beautifying 
the  school  fo r  enhanced 
academics, warning that if  
nothing is urgently done the 
school may go into extinction.

In their own views, some 
concerned indigenes of  the 
community, Chinaza Ajukwara 
and Ikenna Ojika, hinted that 
the problem of  the school 
stemmed from the nonchalant 
attitude of  some of  the leaders 
of  the community who they 
regretted only seek for their own 
selfish interests and thereby 
retarding the progress and 
development of  the area. 
Ajukwara and Ojika accused 

t h e i r  l e a d e r s  o f  b e i n g 
lackadaisical when it comes to 
the well-being and welfare of  
the entire populace, telling 
government and oil producing 
companies to investigate their 
leaders who they blamed for 
s iphon ing,  d ive r t ing  the 
c o m m u n i t y  m o n e y  a n d 
r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  2 0 0 6 . 
According to them, "Obitti 
Town School  i s  the  f i r s t 
indigenous primary school at 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y.  I t  w a s 
established in 1918 by Roman 
Catholic Church Missionary 
and was later handed over to 
Imo State Government. Since 
then, the school has remained 
abandoned. The school has 
been in bad state for over ten 
years  and leaders  of  the 
community nor government are 

not doing anything to beautify 
it. This community is among 
the oil rich communities in Imo 
State. It is also among the 
communities that produce 
abundance of  food in Imo 
State".  "And yet  i t  lacks 
everything: social amenities, 
except bad leadership, ridden by 
abject poverty, bad roads, 
dilapidated school structures, 
y o u t h  r e s t i v e n e s s ,  a n d 
insecurity to the detriment of  
the peace loving natives". They 
reminded government of  the 
n e e d  f o r  i m m e d i a t e 
intervention so that the school 
bounces back as one of  the best 
Town Schools in Imo State 
where brilliant scholars are 
produced for community and 
society edification.

Obitti community decries dilapidation of school buildings,
calls for quick repair to improve studies

By Ikenna Orioha

Dilapidated Obitti Town School
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 new report has shown 

Athat progress against 
HIV has slowed down 

since the COVID-19 pandemic.
The repor t ,  t i t led;  “In 

Danger,” and released by the 
J o i n t  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS) noted that donors 
pulled back, and countries now 
test and treat fewer people, even 
as they miss key targets.

It was released ahead of  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A I D S 
Conference (IAC) currently 
holding in Montreal, Canada.

Speaking at its launch, 
UNAIDS Director, Winnie 
Byanyima, said progress in 
prevention and treatment of  
HIV is faltering around the 
world, putting millions of  
people in grave danger.

Ms Byanyima said Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia, Latin 
America, the Middle East, and 
North Africa have all seen 
increases  in  annual  HIV 
infections.

“In Asia and the Pacific, 
UNAIDS data now shows new 
HIV infections are rising where 
they had been falling. Action to 
tackle the inequalities driving 
AIDS is urgently required to 
prevent millions of  new HIV 
infections this decade and to 
end the AIDS pandemic,” she 
said.

The report also reveals that 
countries with the biggest 
increases in new HIV infections 
i n c l u d e  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s, 
Madagascar, Congo, and South 
Sudan.

The UNAIDS report shows 
that HIV funds from bilateral 
donors other than the US have 
plummeted by 57 per cent over 
the last decade.

I t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  H I V 
investments have not replaced 
lost international funding, 
mainly due to worsening 
economic conditions.

“The World Bank projects 
that 52 countries, home to 43 
per cent of  people living with 
H I V,  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  a 
significant drop in their public 
spending capacity through 
2026,” the report noted.

Speaking at the event, head 
of  the US National Institute of  
A l l e r g y  a n d  I n f e c t i o u s 
Diseases, Anthony Fauci, said 
the new report is a “wake-up 
call” for all.

The key populations include 
men who have sex with men 
( M S M ) ,  s e x  w o r k e r s , 
transgender people, people who 
inject drugs, and prisoners.

 “In El Salvador between 
2019 and 2021 HIV prevalence 
among MSM attending HIV 
testing clinics almost doubled, 
and increased eight-fold among 
transgender people,” said the 
report.

T h e  U N A I D S  k e y 
population data shows MSM 
has  28  t imes  the  r i sk  of  
acquiring HIV compared to 
people of  the same age and 
gender identity.

It also indicates that people 
who inject drugs have 35 times 
the risk, sex workers 30 times 
the risk,  and transgender 
women 14 times the risk.

“UNAIDS data showed 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  p r o g r e s s  o n 
removing punitive laws that 
increase the r isk of  HIV 
i n f e c t i o n  a n d  d e a t h  f o r 
marginalised people including 
LGBTI people, people who 
inject drugs, and sex workers,” 
Ms Byanyima said.

She explained that closing 

someone's life,” she said.
Globally, she said, 4,000 

people a day are still being 
infected with HIV and if  
current trends continue, 1.2 
million people will be newly 
infected with HIV in 2025, 
which is three times more than 
the 2025 target of  370,000 new 
infections.

Ms Byanyima said UNAIDS 
is particularly concerned about 
treatment for children living 
with HIV, revealing that only 
half  (52 per cent) have access to 
life-saving medicine.

While new HIV infections 
are still falling globally, last year 
the drop was only 3.6 per cent, 
the smallest annual reduction 
since 2016.

“These figures are about 
political will. Do we care about 
empowering and protecting our 
girls? Do we want to stop AIDS 
deaths among children? Do we 
put saving lives ahead of  
c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n ? , ”  M s 
Byanyima asked rhetorically.

Mr Fauci said HIV response 
declined amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“HIV diagnoses decreased in 
many countries, including in 
my  o w n  c o u n t r y.  H a r m 
reduction services to people 
who use drugs, and other 
vulnerable people have been 
widely disrupted,” he said.

He explained that access to 
TB diagnosis and treatment 
resulted in an increase in TB 
deaths among persons with 
HIV in 2020.

“Over the past two and a half  
years,  I  have  seen  many 
similarities between COVID-19 
and HIV. It saddened me how 
hard some patient groups need 
to fight for recognition, how 
stigma, misinformation, and 
denialism can promote illness 
and death, and how slowly 
interventions reach vulnerable 
populations,” he said.

The UNAIDs report shows 
tha t  70  per  cen t  o f  new 
in fec t ions  a re  in  g roups 
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  “ k e y 
p o p u l a t i o n s ”  f o r  t h e i r 
particular vulnerability to 
infection.

the inequalities by removing 
punit ive laws,  promoting 
human rights, and expanding 
community-led services is 
working in countries l ike 
Thailand.

Ms Byanyima said the report 
indicates that gender inequality 
is also pushing infection, with 
an adolescent girl being infected 
with HIV every two minutes.

She said in sub-Saharan 
Africa, girls and young women 
are three times more likely to 
acquire HIV than boys and 
young men their age.

“ E f f e c t i v e  p a n d e m i c 
response means addressing 
gender inequalities. Botswana, 
for example, extended universal 
secondary education and found 
that for each additional year of  
schooling, there was a 12 per 
cent reduction in girls' risk of  
acquiring HIV,” she said

Ms Byanyima explained that 
r a c i a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  a l s o 
exacerbate HIV risk as HIV 
declines have been greater 
amongst whites than blacks in 
the UK and US.

“Every minute of  2021, the 
A I D S  p a n d e m i c  t o o k 

By James Mathew

Emma Powerful
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Tension is building up in 
Ogbunike, Oyi Local 
G ove r n m e n t  A r e a 

(LGA) of  Anambra State 
fo l lowing  the  g r uesome 
murder of  a  40-year-old 
daughter of  Abba, Njikoka 
LGA, Mrs Nkiru Okoye (nee 
Okelue). An international 
awa r d  w i n n i n g  a u t h o r, 
Chimamanda Adichie is also 
from Abba.

Nkiru, wife of  Mr Emenike 
Okoye, a mechanic from 
Ogbunike,  was al legedly 
beaten to death on July 19th, 
2022 by her brother-in-law, Mr 
George Okoye and family, 
who equally inflicted severe 
pains on her husband and left 
him paralysed,  al though 
currently recuperating at Isaac 
Chira Memorial Hospital and 
Maternity, Awkzu, Oyi LGA.

It  was lear nt  that  the 
suspect, Mr George Okoye has 
been arrested and currently in 
the police custody, but the 
whereabouts of  his wife, Mrs 
U z o n n a  O k o y e ,  t w i n s 
d a u g h t e r s  a n d  s o n , 
Somtochukwu Okoye, was still 
unknown, a development 
which the family of  Okelue 
where Mrs Nkiru hailed from, 
saw as an aberration, stressing 
that they could take the law 
into their hands if  nothing was 
done so quick to bring justice 
to their sister and in-law 
(Emenike) whose five teenage 
children have been left to 
suffer.

On what transpired, Mr 
Emenike Okoye, said he was at 
home on July 19, preparing for 
work, while his late wife 
(Nkiru) was preparing to travel 
home (Abba) for a meeting of  
Umuada (Daughters of  her 
kindred in Abba), when his 
elder brother (George) led his 
wife (Uzonna) and their three 
children to his house around 
6am to 8am and beat him and 
his wife for no reason.

"We did not do anything. I 
was preparing for work, my 
w i f e  wa s  p r e p a r i n g  t h e 
children for school and to also 
travel home for a meeting of  
Umuada. George and his wife, 
U z o n n a  a n d  t h e i r  s o n , 
Somtochukwu and  twin 
daughters invaded my house 
around 7am to 8am on July 19. 
They overpowered us, beat us 
to stupor, and left. Later when 
my children have gone to 
school, they returned with 
some persons and dangerous 

weapons, including axe.
"They dragged my wife 

outside the house, hit and 
killed her with axe and chair. 
She felled and died. When I 
resisted their move to drag me 
outside too, they broke my 
hand with an axe, dragged me 
outside; hitting me with the 
axe all over my body until I 
passed on. You can see the cut 
on my eyes. They left me 
thinking that I was also dead. 
But God helped me to woke up 
later. I reported the incident to 
our local vigilante and they 
drove me to hospital," he 
narrated.

E m e n i k e,  w h o s e  f i ve 
children; two boys and three 
girls were still between the ages 
o f  3  to  11  years,  whi le 
appealing for justice over the 
death of  his 40-year-old wife, 
also sought the help of  relevant 
authorities and interested 
individuals to relocate him to 
better hospital where he would 
fully recover.

"I'm deeply in pain. My 
hand is broken. I cannot stand 
or sit down. My waist is 
paining me.  My head is 
heating like hot water. I cannot 
see well with my eyes. I need 
serious medical attention," he 
lamented.

Remote cause
On likely remote cause of  

portion so that he will also 
build perimeter fence to 
separate both of  our houses. 
He agreed but when it was time 
to start the construction, he 
rejected the offer."

Corroborating this, the 
eldest and only surviving 
daughter of  the family, Mrs 
Monica Onwuegbusi (nee 
Okoye), said she had initiated 
several reconciliatory moves to 
bring lasting peace to her 
immediate family but George 
kicked against all. 

Onwuegbusi, a 68-year old 
widow, presented some of  the 
letters of  the meeting she 
initiated including that signed 
by leadership of  Umunwana 
family of  Umueri village, 
Ogbunike on May 17, 2006; 
another one written by a 
religious group, Wednesday 
Catholic Prayer Ministry 
(Onitsha) on October 11, 2005 
a n d  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 6 
respectively inviting the family 
to reconcile the difference 
between George and Emenike, 
but according to her, they were 
fruitless. 

She appealed to governor 
Chukwuma So ludo ;  the 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Usman Alkali Baba through 
the State Commissioner of  
Po l i ce,  Echeng  Echeng ; 
P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 

Buhari; women groups and 
n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisations to come to their 
rescue by uncovering and 
prosecuting those behind the 
mayhem, as well as assist in 
raising the five children who 
were currently under her 
custody.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  s o m e 
m e m b e r s  o f  O g b u n i k e 
D a u g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(Umuada Ogbunike), Mrs 
Nkechinyeru Nwoye and Ms 
Ogochukwu Okoye, described 
the incident as abomination, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h av e 
mandated the local vigilante 
and their brothers (male folks 
of  the kindred) to double 
efforts towards bringing justice 
to Emenike and his late wife.

On his part, the younger 
brother of  late Nkiru, Mr 
Chidiebele Okelue, said that 
Abba people would never rest 
until justice is assured, even as 
h e  p l e a d e d  w i t h  t h e 
government to expedite action 
towards resolving the impasse. 

Contacted, the Anambra 
State Police Public Relations 
Officer, PPRO Tochukwu 
Ikenga, said he is aware of  the 
incident but promised to get 
back to our Correspondent as 
investigations is ongoing.

the incident, Emenike said 
"George right from when our 
mother (Mrs Adaoba Okoye) 
was alive, said he is our 
landlord. He is not our first 
born yet he claims ownership 
of  the entire compound and 
always fight with all of  us. My 
wife was not even married 
when this crisis started. And 
we had our three children 
abroad. 

"It was when the company 
where I was working folded 
that I returned home. And we 
had our last two children here 
(in Ogbunike). So, she had 
nothing to do with this. Why 
killing her for nothing? The 
crisis led to the death of  our 
mother and our eldest brother. 
He reported us to the kindred, 
and our property was shared, 
with him taken the larger part. 
I  t o o k  m i n e  w i t h o u t 
complaining. Later, he started 
laying claims to the route to my 
house. 

"He reported me to our 
kindred but it was settled to my 
favour. He disagreed and kept 
on troubling me to stop taken 
the road. When I laid dwarf  
perimeter fence, he pulled it 
down, and even reported me to 
the kindred. I left it. A member 
of  our kindred, Onwa later 
intervened and wanted to pay 
him N500,000 to handoff  the 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

 Anambra community boils over gruesome
 murder of Chimamanda Adichie's relative 

Mr Emenike and sister Late Mrs Emenike, lying lifeless near her compound in Ogbunike



We need an office to rehabilitate 
victims of human trafficking in 
Anambra - NAPTIP appeals to Soludo 

Onitsha Trade Union dedicates hall,
dole awards to members, friends

News
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By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Gov-
ernor, Chief  David 
Umahi has defeated, 

Chief  Austin Umahi and 3 
others to emerge the candi-
date of  the All Progressives 
Congress APC in the re-
scheduled Senatorial prima-
ry election for Ebonyi South 
Zone.

 Governor Umahi scored 
a total of  250 votes to de-
feat his closest rivalry, Chief  
Austin Umahi who scored 

10 votes to come second in 
the primary election. 

Three other women who 
stood for the Senatorial Pri-
mary Election in the zone 
include, Princess Ann Ago-
Eze who scored Zero votes, 
Nwakaego Chukwu who 
scored 5 votes while Mrs. Ib-
iam Margaret scored 3 votes.

Announcing the result 
of  the election which took 
place at the Afikpo North 
Local Government council 
Headquarters, the Chairman 
of  the electoral panel, Prof  
Adebayo Kehinde declared 

the Ebonyi State Governor 
winner of  the election. 

“I Prof  Keyinde by the 
powers bestowed on me by 
the National Working Com-
mittee of  the Party, I declare 
as followed, total number 
of  voters,  285, accredited 
votes, 270 votes, votes cast, 
275, number of  valid votes 
268 while invalid votes is 7 

votes.” 
“I do hereby declare that, 

Mr. David Nweze Umahi 
having scored the highest 
votes is hereby the winner of  
the primary election for Eb-
onyi South Senatorial zone.” 

The election which was 
held amidst tight security 
witness the presence of  po-
licemen, men of  the Nige-

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

I
t was indeed a celebration 
galore at the Bridge-Head 
Market when the ul-

tra-modern hall complex built 
by the traders of  Progressive 
Science and Allied Market 
Association Bridge-Head 
Market International Onitsha 
was deducted and commis-
sioned. 

Speaking shortly after 
commissioning the hall, the 
special guest of  honour and 
President General of  Bridge-
Head Market Onitsha, Chief  
Sunday Obinze stated that he 
was impressed by the befitting 
hall built by the Market Asso-
ciation executives, describing 
it as a capital project for their 
Union and souce of  revenue 
for them. Chief  Obinze fur-
ther noted that the present 
Market Association  execu -
tives have established indeli-
ble achievements, attributing 
such tremendous strides to 
the leadership quality of  the 
their Chairman, Nze Noel 
Nwosu.

He, however, advised the 
Association to remain unit-
ed in order to resist external 
aggression that might occur 
warning them also to be law 
abiding traders, even as he 
urged them to be vigilant in 
their next election in order 
to elect credible person that 

could lead them well irrespec-
tive of  the person’s origin. 

Delivering his address of  
welcome, the Chairman of  
the Market Association, Nze 
Noel Nwosu disclosed that 
one of  the fundamental ben-
efits of  effective leadership 
is dividend and security of  
lives and properties, reveal-
ing that it was a big hurdle to 
them for the building of  the 
edifice based on the finan-
cial strength of  the their As-
sociation and lauded Chief  
Sunday Obinze who he said 
inspired him to build the hall. 

Responding to interview, 
Nze Nwosu explained that 
the aim of  building the hall 
was specifically to secure a 
place where they would gath-
er for meetings and where he 
could stay and deliver mes-
sage to his members. 

He also said that the hall is 
equally available for individ-
uals, cooperate bodies and 
trader union organisation 
who might wish to organize 
events and ceremonies, stat-
ing that it took them about 
#10,000,000 to complete the 
hall. 

He reiterated his apprecia-
tion to Chief  Sunday Obin-
ze describing him as a real 
leader and his mentor who he 
said encouraged him to em-
bark on building the trader’s 
hall. 

High point of  the events in-

Anambra State Commissioner for Women and Children Affairs Hon Ify Obinabo (middle), and campaigners against Human 
Trafcking in Nigeria.

ria Security, Directorate of  
State Security Service, DSS 
and Civil Defence Corps 
NSCDC and officials of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission, INEC. 

In his acceptance, speech, 
the Ebonyi State Governor 
Chief  David Umahi and the 
winner of  the election com-
mended the electoral panel 

for the peaceful and trans-
parent conduct of  the prima-
ries. 

He also commended the 
delegates for the confidence 
reposed on him and assured 
them that the All Progres-
sives Congress APC will 
emerge victorious at the 
forthcoming general election 
come 2023.

cludes presentation of  award 
of  excellence to Chief, Sun-
day Obinze and Chief  Ste-
phen Okolie, while Nze Noel 
Nwosu and Mr. Chigozie 
Uwaebuka received merit 
award. 

Others who received var-

ious awards includes Nze 
Declan Nwonu, Mr. Calistus 
Eboh, Mr. Uche Orji, Chief  
Bonaventure Ucheagwu, Mr. 
Patrick Mbaonu, Mr. Cas-
mir Anokwute, Mr. Cyprain 
Umeh amongst other.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The Anambra State Com-
mander, National Agency 
for the Prohibition of  Traf-
ficking in Persons (NAP-
TIP), Mrs. Ibadin Judith 
Chukwu, has appealed to the 
State Governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, to assist the Agency 
build a conducive operation-
al office to enable them work 
effectively in the state. 

Mrs Chukwu, who made 
the appealed while speak-
ing to Journalists, in Awka, 
on Friday, in preparation 
for the 2022 World human 
trafficking day celebration, 
noted that the facility, if  pro-
vided, will enable the Agen-
cy render rehabilitation and 
integrated services to victims 
of  human traffickers in the 
State.

According to the Com-
mander, the office will also 
enable us to bring our hu-
man trafficking suspects and 
interrogate them in accord-
ance with the laws of  NAP-
TIP. 

“Our duty is to arrest hu-

man traffickers, rescue the 
victims, rehabilitate and in-
tegrate them back to the so-
ciety for a better living.

 As we speak, we are using 
rented apartment without se-
curity, our lives are in danger 
as well. 

“We detain our victims un-
der the custody of  the Police, 
NSCDC, DSS, Immigration 
and the State Ministry of  
Women/Social Welfare for 
safety. 

“The agency in the state 
is appealing to Governor 
Soludo, to assist provide a 
conducive office to enable us 
render effective services to 
Ndi-Anambra.” 

She appealed to Nigerians, 
especially, young boys/girls 
who are so eager to be rich 
as so as possible to be mind-
ful of  adverts place on social 
media, noting that the social 
media has become the fatest 
means of  human Traffickers 
to get their victims.  

She commended the State 
Commissioner for Police, 
Echeng Echeng, for his 
prompt response, whenever 
there is an emergency.

Why we’re committed to Standard 
Shoe Industry revival  - Gov Uzodimma
By Jennifer John 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has given reasons for 

his avowed commitment to 
reviving the Imo Standard 
Shoe Industry, which is ac-
cording to him, centred on 
job creation and economic 
stimulation.

Uzodimma made this clar-
ification in his speech dur-
ing the handing back of  the 
industry to Imo State by the 
Asset Management Corpo-
ration of  Nigeria (AMCO) 
which took over the company 
as a result of  its indebtedness.

“When we came on board, 
Standard Shoe industry was 
one of  the ndustries we rec-
ognized as being capable of  
helping greatly in solving 
the unemployment problem 
confronting Imo State.I ap-
proached the management of  
AMCON, who had already 
taken over the industry. I had 

a discussion with them.
“Why I did it that way was 

to show that AMCON is not 
a hostile establishment which 
is only interested in haunting 
down those who are owing, 
but an agency which is inter-
ested in the genuine growth 
and development of  the 
country.

“This is what I found out 
during our engagement with 
them and some concessions 
we requested for. The corpo-
ration I received makes it also 
necessary for me to disclose 
this aspect of  understanding 
of  the organization to the 
general public”.

Uzodimma gave assurance 
that his government was ful-
ly committed to reviving the 
industry and making it fully 
functional.

“Through the company, we 
will employ our young men 
and women and it will help 
to stimulate economy of  the 
state”, Governor Uzodimma 
enthused.

Terrorism: SERAP gives Buhari 48 hrs 
to withdraw threat to sanction BBC,
Daily Trust

S
ocio-Economic Rights 
and Accountability Pro-
ject (SERAP) has urged 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to “urgently instruct Lai 
Mohammed, Minister of  
Information and Culture to 
withdraw the threat to sanc-
tion the BBC and Daily Trust 
over their documentaries 
on terrorism in the country, 
whether through the Nigeria 
Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC) or any other agency 
of  government.”

Lai Mohammed had last 
Thursday stated that the Fed-
eral Government would sanc-
tion the BBC and Trust Tv for 
airing documentaries that al-
legedly “glorify”, “promote”, 
and “fuel” terrorism and ban-
ditry in Nigeria.

In a letter dated 30 July, 
2022 and signed by SERAP 
deputy director Kolawole 

Oluwadare, the organization 
said, “The media has the duty 
to impart information and 
ideas on issues of  public im-
portance. If  carried out, the 
threat to sanction the BBC 
and Daily Trust would inhibit 
the media from reporting on 
issues of  public interest.”

The letter, read in part: “We 
would be grateful if  the re-
quested action is taken within 
48 hours of  the receipt and/
or publication of  this letter. If  
we have not heard from you 
by then, SERAP shall take all 
appropriate legal actions in 
the public interest.”

“A free, uncensored, and 
unhindered press or other me-
dia is essential in any society 
to ensure freedom of  opinion 
and expression and the enjoy-
ment of  other rights. It consti-
tutes one of  the cornerstones 
of  a democratic society.”



News

National CVR Exercise: 276,767 persons 
registered in Anambra - INEC

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC), on 

Saturday, says as of  25th 
July, 2022, a total of  276,767 
have so far been registered 
in Anambra State, on the 
ongoing nationwide Con-
tinuous Voter’s Registration 
(CVR) exercise. 

Our correspondent gath-
ered that the exercise is ex-
pected to end today, 31st 
July, 2022. INEC’s National 
Commissioner in charge of  
Voter Education and Pub-
licity, Barr. Festus Okoye, 
who disclosed this while in-
teracting with journalists in 
Awka, the Anambra State 
capital, noted that the CVR 
would be brought to an or-
der to enable them carry on 
with their other constitu-
tional responsibilities. 

He said the commission 
would make available all 
the PVCs for those who reg-
istered or carried out voter 

transfers between January to 
June 2022 on October 2022, 
while those who enrolled 
between July 1st to July 31st 
2022 would receive theirs by 
November 2022, at various 
local government offices of  
INEC. Okoye commended 
stakeholders in Anambra 
State for supporting the 
commission throughout 
the period of  the exercise, 
because according to him, 
with their efforts, INEC 
staff  were able to device and 
execute the projects success-
fully among the populace by 
locating places like markets, 
churches, events and com-
munities with larger popu-
lations.

“We deployed a total of  
110 INEC development de-
vices to Anambra. 10 mal-
functioned.  6 were repaired 
by our in house engineers 
and redeployed back to 
fields.

“In Anambra State, we 
trained some of  our staff  to 
assist in carrying out the ex-
ercise. We isolated those for 
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Anambra State Governor, Prof. Charles Soludo during the sanitation exercise at Eke Awka, last Saturday.

Senator Magnus Abe defects to SDP, emerges
 party’s guber candidate in Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

F
ormer senator repre-
senting Rivers South-
East Senatorial District 

at the National Assembly, 
Magnus Abe has formally 
announced that he is a mem-
ber of  the Social Democratic 
Party. 

In a statement on his veri-
fied Facebook page, Abe said 
he is very committed to the 
growth of  internal democra-
cy in the politics of  Nigeria. 

He said he remains irrevo-

cably committed to the ideals 
that have driven him in poli-
tics through the years and will 
continue to do all he can to 
improve internal democracy 
in the politics of  the country 
and focus on the people. 

The senator who represent-
ed Rivers south east in the na-
tional assembly, Magnus Abe 
has emerged the Governor-
ship candidate of  the Social 
Democratic Party in Rivers 
State.  Senator ABE emerged 
the party governorship candi-
date after polling thirty votes 
in the substitution primary 

Don’t let Abuja become another Borno,
security expert warns FG
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
security expert, Chief  
Chikwe Udensi has 
cautioned the federal 

government against allowing 
current insecurity situation 
in the federal capital territory 
(FCT) Abuja to continue.

Udensi warned that if  a 
different security approach is 
not applied to defeat the men-
ace of  Boko haram, kidnap-
pers and other bandits, Abuja 
city and her environs may be 
overtaken by the criminals. 

He gave the warning in 
Umuahia during a radio pro-
gram, monitored by News 
Echo. Udensi, who is also a 
factional governorship can-
didate of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) in 
Abia State, expressed con-
cern at the pace in which ban-
dits are operating inside the 
FCT almost on daily basis, 
describing the development 
as dangerous. 

He recalled how poor han-
dling of  Boko haram issue at 
its germinating period, cou-
pled with poor intelligence 
gatherings gave birth to pres-
ent-day insecurity challenges.

Udensi, who is a security 
consultant, said it was shock-
ing and unfortunate that 
bandits would take their evil 
attacks to military formations 
in FCT Abuja, which is the 
seat of  power. 

He specifically condemned 
the invasion of  Kuje maxi-
mum prison in Abuja where 
notorious hundreds of   crimi-
nals inmates were set free and 
warned that the freed bandits 
must be re-arrested before 

they unleash evil on residents 
of  the federal capital territory. 

The security consultant ex-
pressed worry that residents 
of  the federal capital territory 
are now living in fear with the 
frequent attacks on military 
formations and other impor-
tant government facilities.

 He reminded President 
Mohamadu Buhari and his 
security chiefs that any col-
lapse of  security in Abuja 
would affect the stability of  

the nation.
 Bandits have been on ram-

page in parts of  FCT in the 
last one week, attacking presi-
dential guard and killing eight 
soldiers including an Army 
Captain and a Lieutenant. 

The bandits also attacked a 
military formation at another 
part of  the FCT, where some 
soldiers and bandits were al-
legedly killed during the gun 
battle.

election conducted by the par-
ty in Port Harcourt. 

The SDP substitution pri-
mary which saw the emer-
gence of  Abe was monitored 
by officials of  the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion. 

Abe who was the sole can-
didate in the substation pri-
mary poll all the votes in the 
primary.  Senator Magnus 
Abe who was a Chieftain of  
the All Progressives Congress 
only officially announced his 
defection from the APC to the 
SDP on Friday.

Why Ikpeazu cancelled July clean up 
exercise - Abia Govt
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has explained 
the reason behind 

the cancellation of  July 
clean up exercise in the 
state. 

The State government in 
a statement signed by Barr 
Chris Ezem, Secretary to 
the State government, not-
ed that the cancellation of  
the monthly exercise for 
July, was to enable Abians 
to register for Permanent 
Voter’s Cards (PVCs). 

The statement noted that 
the cancellation was to en-
able Abians who were yet 
to register for the important 
voting instrument to beat 
the July 31 deadline set by 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) for the conclusion 
of  continuous voters’ regis-

tration nationwide.
 The State government 

urged all Abians and oth-
er residents in the State to 
utilize the opportunity to 
complete their registration 
process and obtain the 
PVCs. 

Meanwhile, INEC regis-
tration points at Adelabu 
Street and Abia State sec-
retariat as monitored by 
News Echo, were all filled 
to brim by Abians queuing 
to obtain their PVCs. 

Also at St Finber’s 
Catholic Church, Umua-
hia, church members were 
also seen registering to have 
their PVCs, in readiness for 
the 2023 general elections. 

A Knight of  Catholic 
Church who spoke to the 
correspondent after reg-
istering his name at St 
Finber’s Church, said the 
church made a special ar-
rangements with INEC to 
bring their personnel and 
equipment to the church 
to capture the densely pop-
ulated members of  St Fin-
ber’s. 

The knight who refused 
to give his name said he 
came with his wife and all 
their adult children to ob-
tain their PVCs, as accord-
ing to him, “We can’t wait 
to vote out bad governance 
in 2023.”

transfer, replacement, and 
others. 

“We trained our staff  to 
assist in rendering the vari-
ous services. “We extracted 
clear protocol on how to car-
ry out voters transfer, voters 
review and replacements to 
mitigate the surging crowd. 

“We isolated places to 
carry out intervention; and 
we took machines to mar-
kets, churches, NUJ, NYSC 
orientation camp and oth-
er places where they are 
large concentration. For 

complaints, we developed a 
compliant desk for people to 
voice out their complaints. 

Over 50 complaints were 
received and treated. We 
carried intervention at 82 lo-
cations,” he stated. 

Okoye, while responding 
to questions regarding their 
level of  preparations for the 
2023 general elections, said 
they were determined to 
conduct free, fair and cred-
ible polls, adding that the 
commission would train 
presiding officers and securi-

ty officers on how to curbing 
electoral malfeasance such 
as impersonation, vote trad-
ing and buying.

Reacting on the devel-
opment, the Labour Party 
(LP), Candidate for Anam-
bra Central Senatorial Dis-
trict in the 2023 general elec-
tion, Senator Victor Umeh, 
appealed to the Commis-
sion to extend the exercise 
to another three months 
again. 

He said the extension will 
enable those that would at-

tained the age of  18 year 
before the slated date for the 
election proper to get their 
Voters card. 

Umeh, the former APGA 
national, made the appealed, 
on Saturday evening, while 
speaking to Journalists, at 
the Golden Tulip Hotel 
Agulu, Anambra State. 

According him, the exten-
sion would enable Nigerians 
who are expected to clock 18 
years from July 31st 2022 to 
get their voters card to exer-
cise their civil right.

... Sen Umeh appeals 
for extension 
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Gov Ikpeazu tasks Media on objective reportage
By Izuchukwu Kelechi

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has said the 

survival of  Abia State and 
the Nigerian society is 
hugely dependent on lead-
ership and the media.

The governor who dis-
closed this on Saturday 
at the Governor’s Lodge, 
Aba while playing host to 
members of  the Abia On-
line Media Practitioners 
led by their Chairman, 
Comrade Paddy Anya-
towu, decried the level of  
unverified reports emanat-
ing from the media land-
scape, adding that such 
are capable of  setting the 
country and Abia State 
apart.

While stating the impor-
tance of  the media and the 
leadership of  any nation, 
Gov. Ikpeazu, said these 
two have answers to the 
myriad of  challenges in 
the nation if  managers in 
these areas place society 

first in their actions, stress-
ing that the media plays a 
crucial role in moulding 
the society.

The governor who em-
phasized the need for the 
media in the State to strive 
towards objectivity, said 
Abia is strategic to the sur-
vival of  Ndi Igbo, charging 
them to avoid de-market-
ing the State through writ-
ing of  unverified reports. 

He said the Media can 
make or mar the socie-
ty, admonishing them to 
consider people around 
as they are viewed as per-
ception managers, reiterat-
ing that perceptions when 
overstretched, may have a 
negative impact on the so-
ciety.

“It is important that 
as media practitioners, 
you avoid publishing sto-
ries that demean people 
whether you are hired to 
write such or not. Some-
how, those who hired you 
will come out to say they 
hired you for a particular 

purpose.”
Governor Ikpeazu, re-

called that in 2015, he 
undertook the governance 
of  Abia with passion and 
with a belief  that he can-
not do it all. He revealed 
that he met roads that had 
not been fixed for the first 
time and was thrown into 
deep thoughts on how to 
fix and make them last the 
test of  time.

He pointed out that his 
administration in a bid 
to be scientific and make 
the roads stand the test of  
time, introduced the ce-
ment technology which he 

has used in fixing roads in 
Aba like: Osusu, Umuola 
roads, among others.

Governor Ikpeazu said 
the essence of  using the 
cement technology despite 
the high cost of  cement, is 
to ensure that roads done 
by his administration last 
long and by so doing, im-
prove the infrastructure of  
the state.

He informed that these 
issues require resilience, 
hard work and not a quick 
fix, revealing that it has 
taken him 4 years to fix 
Aba Owerri road, because 
the water logged portion 

Governor David Umahi casting his vote during the LGA election in Ebonyi State.

of  Ngwa High School, 
was frustrating the efforts 
of  the administration in 
this regard, saying he did 
drainage which has pro-
vided a lasting solution to 
the area.

Gov. Ikpeazu said amid 
the criticisms, he has re-
fused to be deterred by 
unverified social media 
reports as he has submit-
ted himself  to the verdict 
of  history just as he noted 
that his administration has 
also given the State a long 
term development plan 
which according to him, is 
the first of  its kind.

He also charged them to 
be mindful of  their reports 
even as the country is ap-
proaching the period of  
politicking.

Earlier, the Chairman, 
Abia Media Online Prac-
titioners, Comrade Paddy 
Anyatowu, said they were 
at the lodge to interface 
with the Governor on are-
as the Association can fos-
ter unity in the State while 
also using the period to re-
late some of  the challenges 
faced by members of  the 
Association in their quest 
to carry out their duties as 
watchdogs of  the society.

Armed Forces assures Buhari of new 
strategy to tackle bandits, terrorists 

M
embers of  the 
armed forces have 
assured President 

Muhammadu Buhari of  
adopting a new strategy to 
deal with terrorists and ban-
dits who wreak havoc across 
the country.

This was disclosed by the 
National Security Adviser 
(NSA), Major General Baba-
gana Monguno, who briefed 
reporters after a Security 
Council meeting on Thurs-
day in Abuja.

“Members of  the armed 
forces have made a com-
mitment that in the coming 
weeks, they have already 
started working on a new 
strategy to deal with these 
snippets of  violence,” he said.

“They have given their 
word, commitment to the 
President that there will be 
a change in momentum, re-
gardless of  the fact that there 
might be a certain institution-
al limitations which they face. 

They have understood the 
enormity of  responsibilities 
that they have.”

According to him, Council 
will soon conclude its spe-
cial investigation on the July 
5 Kuje Correctional Center 
attack that saw the release of  
over 600 terrorists and would 
punish those who, by the ne-
glect of  duty, allowed the ter-
rorists to get away.

He equally advised media 
practitioners against giving 
wide publicity to the terror-
ists, saying such materials 
flooding the internet have 
dire consequences for the 
country.

Monguno added, “We are 
in a very difficult situation. 
The Council understands that 
Mr President understands 
people’s concerns about the 
growing insecurity.

“I can assure you that there 
is no straight, cut-and-dry 
method of  dealing with this 
thing and let all of  us em-
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brace each other. I know peo-
ple are weary, tired. People 
are beginning to gravitate to 
other places for self-help. The 
truth is that help is rooted in 
everyone working for the oth-
er person.”

It could be recalled that 
barely twenty-four hours after 
senators from opposition par-
ties issued a six-week ultima-
tum to the President to tackle 
the security challenges bedev-
iling the country, Buhari has 
summoned a National Secu-
rity Council meeting today in 
Abuja. 

Senator Aduda of  the mi-
nority caucus had raised a 
point of  order asking the Sen-
ate President, Ahmad Lawan, 
to discuss the country’s secu-
rity situation and President 
Buhari’s impeachment after 
which Senator Lawan, who 
presided over the plenary, de-
clined the request of  the mi-
nority leader, saying the point 
of  order raised fell flat on its 

face.
Angered by the action of  

the Senate President, all the 
lawmakers elected on the 
platforms of  all political par-
ties other than the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
took turns to walk out of  the 
legislative chamber while the 
plenary was ongoing.

Recall that about 48 hours 
after the Presidential Brigade 
Guards came under attack 
by terrorists, President Bu-
hari summoned the Service 
Chiefs to an emergency secu-
rity meeting.

The emergency meeting 
had in attendance the Nation-
al Security Adviser, Minister 
of  Defence, Major General 
Bashir Magashi (rtd), and 
that of  Police Affairs, Maig-
ari Dingyadi.

Others include the Chief  of  
Defence Staff, General Lucky 
Irabor, the Service Chiefs and 
the Inspector General of  Po-
lice.

World Day Against Human Trafficking: 
Soludo promises to end
trafficking activities in
Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Soludo, has 
promised to do 

everything humanly possi-
ble to end all activities of  
human trafficking in An-
ambra State. 

He said his adminis-
tration through the State 
Ministry of  Women and 
Children Affairs, was al-
ready in partnership with 
the National Agency for 
the Prohibition of  Traffick-
ing in Persons (NAPTIP), 
to achieve the said purpose. 

Soludo, who made the 
promised through his Com-
missioner for Women and 
Children Affairs, Hon. Ify 
Obinabo, during awareness 
campaign against activities 
of  human trafficking in Ni-
geria, to commemorate the 
2022 World Day Against 
Human Trafficking, held in 
Awka, over the weekend. 
“Millions of  people global-
ly are suffering because of  
this serious crime, and it is 
those most marginalized, 
poor and vulnerable, who 
are most affected. 

In Anambra State, un-
der my administration, I 
will leave no stone unturn 
to deal with whoever in-
volved in the trading. Solu-

do warned that any person 
or group of  persons cut in 
the act would be charge to 
Court for prosecution. 

In her addressing, the 
State Commander of  
NAPTIP, Mrs. Ibadin Ju-
dith Chukwu, said the day 
is mark on 30th July, every 
year to senitize the public 
on the danger of  human 
trafficking activities in the 
World. 

According to her, the 
World Day Against Traf-
ficking in Persons this year 
is a call to action for all of  
us to enhance efforts to pre-
vent and combat human 
trafficking in all its forms, 
online and offline, and to 
protect those especially at-
high risk, support victims 
and survivors, end impuni-
ty and ensure justice. 

She seeks for a continu-
ous collaboration with the 
Anambra State Govern-
ment, Police and other se-
curity agencies, in the fight 
against human trafficking 
in the state. 

She use the event to ap-
pealed to governor Soludo, 
to help build the Agency in 
the state, an office to ena-
ble them work effectively, 
noting that NAPTIP is 
currently staying in a two 
rooms.
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Foreign News

F
our-year-old Tanya start-
ed in her mother’s arms, 
eyes wide open, as the 
boom of  artillery fire ech-

oed around the battered frontline 
Ukrainian town of  Bakhmut.

Olena has been inventive so far 
to try to hide the truth of  what is 
happening from her curly-haired 
daughter, but her creativity is run-
ning dry. 

“Sometimes I just turn the vol-
ume on the TV louder... If  I con-
stantly tell the child that this is war 
I will disturb her mind. But I think 
she understands,” she told AFP.

“During recent shelling there 
was (a) blast of  shrapnel. Later 
I was talking with my husband 
about going to get humanitarian 
aid and the child asked if  there 
will be shrapnel there,” Olena 
added.

Bakhmut -- one of  the few re-
maining cities under Ukrainian 
control in the Donetsk region -- 
is now at the centre of  Russia’s 
brutal offensive in the east of  the 
country. 

Taking it would give Russia 
control of  a strategic highway and 
supply route, opening the road to-
wards regional hub Kramatorsk.

Olena’s family is one of  the few 
to have stayed together with their 
children in Bakhmut, now only 
around six kilometres (four miles) 
from Russian positions. 

More than a third of  the popu-
lation of  73,000 have fled and au-
thorities insist on getting everyone 
out.

The streets are now all but de-
serted, with daily life in what was 
once a small, leafy town shattered 
by tanks rolling down the street 
and the constant roar of  artillery 
exchanges. 

- ‘Everything will be destroyed’ -
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 

Zelensky on Saturday urged all of  
the remaining 200,000 civilians 
still living in Ukrainian-controlled 
areas of  the battleground region to 
get out as soon as they can. 

“The more people who leave 
Donetsk region now, the fewer 
people the Russian army will kill,” 
he said.

Kyiv has announced a mandato-
ry order to evacuate and say they 
aim to ferry people out ahead of  
the winter as gas pipes for heating 
have been cut due to the fighting.

But most of  those refusing to 
leave Bakhmut share a common 
story: too poor, too sick, too old to 
start over in a new place. 

“My husband’s mother is bed-
ridden for five years already and 
we can’t leave her,” explained Ole-
na.

Recent strikes on the city, which 
left three dead and many wound-
ed, made some reconsider their 
decision to stay no matter what.

Ekaterina and her three chil-
dren, aged eight, six and two, 
waited for a bus at an evacuation 
point in Bakhmut.

Teary-eyed, they were saying 
farewell to their husband and fa-
ther Artiom, who will remain in 

Stay or go? Parents agonise as shells
fall on Ukraine’s Bakhmut

Authorities are calling on Ukrainians to �ee the war-ravaged Donetsk region.

Many of Bakhmut’s 73,000 residents have already �ed the ferocious Russian shelling.

Bakhmut “because somebody has 
to”.

A bandage covered part of  Eka-
terina’s cheek, while her back was 
dotted with bruises and scratches, 
all from shrapnel. 

“We expected everything to be 
alright and that’s why we waited 
for so long. But it’s not. I still see 
a future for my children here be-
cause one day the situation will be 
stable again,” Artiom said. 

In the town centre, Olena, her 
husband and their daughter hop 
on the small red scooter they all 
share to move around, with small 
Tanya first in row. 

“There is nothing more to cap-
ture here. When (the Russians) 
will come to take it everything will 
be destroyed,” she said.

“Who will rebuild it? How many 
years will be necessary for our 
children to rebuild everything?”  

Italian politicians decry street killing of African immigrant

A
n Italian man has been 
arrested after a Nigerian 
street vendor was beaten 
to death on a busy shop-

ping street. Politicians slammed “in-
difference” as passers-by apparently 
had not physically intervened.

The mayor of  an Italian town on 
Saturday condemned the alleged 
murder by an Italian man of  a Nige-
rian vendor in broad daylight in an 
apparent dispute over a woman.

Alika O. was beaten and killed 
in the Adriatic Sea coastal city of  
Civitanova Marche while onlook-
ers filmed the incident without any 
apparent attempt to intervene, local 
media reported.

Mayor Claudio Corvatta blasted 

what he said was a “climate of  intol-
erance” that has been raging in the 
city for some time now.”

What do we know about the kill-
ing?

Alika O. was selling goods at 
around 2 p.m. local time (1200 
UTC/GMT) Friday on the city’s 
main street when his attacker alleg-
edly grabbed a crutch the vendor 
used to walk and struck him down, 
police said.

Media reports say the victim had 
asked the attacker’s girlfriend to buy 
his scarves or give him change.

Video footage of  the attack shows 
the assailant then wrestling the vic-
tim to the pavement as the victim 
fought back.

Eventually, Alika O. was subdued 
by the weight of  his attacker.

Although no passerby tried to 
physically intervene, the police were 
called and tried to administer aid to 
the victim, police chief  Matteo Lu-
coni told Italian news channel Sky 
TG24. Video footage filmed later 
shows the victim is lying motionless 
with a white sheet covering his entire 
body.

Police used street cameras to track 
the assailant’s movements and later 
detained a man. He was identified 
as Filippo F., 32, and was being held 
on suspicion of  murder and theft — 
having allegedly stolen the victim’s 
phone. Filippo F.’s girlfriend told the 
police her partner had lost his tem-

per because the seller was insistent 
that they buy something.

Daniel Amanza, who runs the 
ACSIM association for immigrants 
in the Marche region’s Macerata 
province, said the victim had called 
the attacker’s girlfriend “bella,” the 
Italian word for “beautiful.”

“This compliment killed him,’’ 
Amanza told The Associated Press 
news agency. “The tragic fact is that 
there were many people nearby. 
They filmed, saying ‘Stop’, but no 
one moved to separate them.”

Who was Alika O.?
Alika O. sold tissues and small ac-

cessories on a main shopping street 
in Civitanova Marche, a city that 
lies about 240 kilometers (150 miles) 
northeast of  Rome.



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has intercepted more than 
2 ,750 ,000  tab le t s  o f  
Tramadol 225mg.

We i g h i n g  1 , 6 5 0 
ki lograms and wor th 
N1,375billion, the tabs 
were discovered at the 
Apapa port in Lagos.

T h e  c o n s i g n m e n t 
packed in 55 cartons of  
T a p e n t a d o l  a n d 
Carisoprodol types of  
Tramadol was seized 
during examination of  a 
c o n t a i n e r  n o  S U D U 
7538656 on Saturday.

H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h e 
Mur ta la  Muhammed 
International Airport in 
Ike ja ,  agen t s  bus ted 
traffickers attempting to 
ex p o r t  p s yc h o a c t ive 
substances to London and 
Dubai.

On 25th July, a Dubai, 
UAE bound passenger 

wo women have Tbeen arrested by the 
police for allegedly 

stealing a baby boy in Ogun 
State.

Reports learnt the two 
women were nabbed by men 
of  the Ogun state Police 
C o m m a n d  d u r i n g  t h e 
weekend.

It was gathered that one 
of  the suspects, 53-year-old 
Chinyere Nwozu, was seen 
with the crying one week old 
baby at about 9 am.

A s  s h e  c o u l d  n o t 
breastfeed the crying baby 
as a mother, members of  the 
public became suspicious 
and  they  immedia te ly 
alerted the police at Sango 
O t a  d i v i s i o n a l 
headquarters.

“Upon the information, 
the DPO of  Sango Ota, SP 
Dahiru Saleh, detailed his 
detectives to the scene 
where the woman was 
promptly arrested,” Ogun 
p o l i c e  s p o k e s m a n , 
Abimbola Oyeyemi said 
over the weekend.

According to Oyeyemi, 
the arrested Nwozu had 
c o n f e s s e d  d u r i n g 
interrogation that “she is not 
the biological mother of  the 
child; but that she bought 
the child somewhere in 
Agege area of  Lagos state 
through one Ngozi Akaeme 
at the rate of  500,000 naira.”

Upon her confession, it 
w a s  a l s o  l e a r n t  t h a t 
detectives went after the said 

Ngozi Akaeme and got her 
arrested.

Akaeme reportedly told 
the police that she was an 
accomplice to Chinyere 
Nwozu, adding that “she 
actually negotiated with the 
biological mother of  the 
baby who agreed to sell the 
baby.”

Oyeyemi said efforts to 

h e  N i g e r i a n TEmbassy, Rome, 
Italy, has narrated 

h o w  a  3 9 - y e a r - o l d 
N i g e r i a n ,  A l i k a 
Ogorchukwu, was been 
beaten to death by an 
Italian man in Civitanova 
Marche city area of  the 
country. 

The incident happened 
on Friday in Civitanova 
Marche city, located in the 
Province of  Macerata, 
Marche Region of  Italy. 

T h e  N i g e r i a n s  i n 
Diaspora Commission and 
the Nigerian Embassy 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
development. 

E x p l a i n i n g  w h a t 
transpired, the embassy in 
a statement described the 
i n c i d e n t  a s  a  ' b r u t a l 
murder', adding that all 
hands would be on deck to 
ensure justice prevail in the 
matter.

The statement read, 
“The attention of  the 
Embassy has been drawn 
to the brutal murder of  
Alika Ogorchukwu. A 39-
year-old Nigerian citizen 
who was beaten to death by 
an Italian man on Friday 
2 9 t h  J u l y  2 0 2 2 ,  i n 
Civitanova Marche city, 

located in the Province of  
Macerata, Marche Region 
of  Italy. 

“The incident occurred 
on a busy street, in front of  
shocked onlookers. Some 
of  whom made videos of  
the attack, with little or no 
attempt to prevent it. 

“ H i s  E x c e l l e n c y, 
A m b a s s a d o r  M f a w a 
O m i n i  A b a m  h a s 
condemned the gruesome 
m u r d e r  a n d  h a s 
commiserated with Mrs. 
Charity Oriachi, wife of  
the deceased, and the rest 
of  his family.

“His Excellency has 
directed the provision of  
i m m e d i a t e  c o n s u l a r 
assistance as appropriate. 
The Embassy is currently 
collaborating with relevant 
I ta l ian  author i t ies  to 
ensure justice is served and 
to provide succour to the 
family of  the deceased. 

 “Ambassador Abam 
wishes to enjoin members 
o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
community in Italy to 
remain calm and to refrain 
from taking laws into their 
hands. 

“His Excellency wishes 
to reassure Nigerians in 

I t a l y  t h a t  c i t i z e n 
diplomacy remained the 
k e y  t h r u s t  o f  h i s 
administration and will 
leave no stone unturned in 
ensuring that all Nigerians 
in Italy receive timely, 
efficient, and professional 
consular services.” 

Also, confirming the 
development in a tweet on 
S a t u r d a y,  N I D C O M 
w r o t e ,  “ 3 9 - y e a r - o l d 
Nige r ian  c i t i zen  was 
beaten to death by an 
Italian man on Friday 29th 
July 2022, in Civitanova 
Marche city, located in the 
Province of  Macerata, 
Marche Region of  Italy.” 

The identities of  the 
two Nigerian men were 
revealed as  Chibueze 
Momah (22), and Tosin 
A w a r o s h e g b e  ( 2 5 ) , 
according to Adam Abdul, 
who claims to be a cousin 
to one of  them. 

Abdul wrote, “Eze and 
Tosin were both diligent 
workers who served as 
security guards for many 
lounges in Vaughan. They 
were loved and cherished 
by many in the community. 

make Akaeme accompany 
the cops to locate where the 
biological mother of  the 
baby is, proved abortive.

He explained further 
that the Commissioner of  
Police, CP Lanre Bankole, 
has directed that the two 
s u s p e c t s  s h o u l d  b e 
transferred to the State CIID 
for further investigation and 
possible prosecution.

Konkol and Belel, two 
v i l l a g e s  a t  N i g e r i a -
Cameroon border were 
arrested for exporting and 
retailing Tramadol and 
importing Diazepam.

A total of  59.018kg 
Tramadol, Diazepam, 
Exol-5, Cannabis Sativa 
and two jerry cans of  
formalin substance (suck 
& die) were recovered 
from Kabiru Ahmadu, 
Eric Emil, Abdulmumini 

Ms. Ebhodaghei Gloria 
O s e n e m e s h e n  w a s 
intercepted during the 
outward clearance of  
travellers on Rwanda Air 
via Kigali to Dubai.

Discovered in  her 
luggage were sachets of  
T r a m a d o l  2 2 5 m g 
concealed inside gari, a 
cassava product packed 
among other foodstuffs.

The suspect claimed 
that the bag was given to 
her by someone who she 
passed the night in his 
house before.

On 26th July, 50 blocks 
o f  c a n n a b i s  s a t i v a , 
weighing 27.1kg and 
concealed inside large 
quantity of  crayfish going 
to London, were seized at 
the SAHCO export shed.

T h e  s a m e  d a y,  a 
Duba i -bound  female 
passenger,  Emebradu 
Previous Rachael, was 
a r r e s t e d  w i t h  1 . 8 k g 

Bapetel and Alphonsus 
Yusuf..

I n  K e b b i ,  4 , 0 1 0 
ampoules of  pentazocine 
injection were seized on 
Friday 29th July. Muktar 
Yunusa, 26 and Lukman 
Aliyu, 30, arrested.

Furthermore, a raid 
operation in Oko-Olowo 
area of  Ilorin on Tuesday 
26th July led to the arrest 
of  Onaolapo Zakariyau, 
50, with 79kg cannabis 

cannabis packed in her 
luggage. She was to board 
Rwanda Air flight to UAE 
via Kigali.

The mother of  one 
who hails from Oghara in 
E t h i o p e  We s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  
Delta State sells men's 
wears.

Rachael claimed that 
her ex-boyfriend living in 
Dubai requested her to 
bring the bag, which 
c o n t a i n s  t h e  i l l i c i t 
substance along with 
foodstuff.

Also operatives at the 
NAHCO import shed of  
the airport on Saturday 
3 0 t h  Ju ly  eva c u a t e d 
cartons of  khat leaf  with a 
total weight of  51.50kg. 
They came in from Sierra 
Leone  on  Roya l  Ai r 
Moroc flight.

In Adamawa state, 
four  dr ug  dea lers  in 

sativa.
In Abuja, 90 blocks of  

cannabis (48.2kg) and 
7 0 0 g r a m s  o f  
methamphetamine were 
intercepted at the Jabi 
motor park while. One 
suspect is in custody.

In Kano, 51 suspects 
were arrested in a raid at 
S k y  r e s t a u r a n t  i n 
Nasarawa area of  the 
State on Friday, 29th July.
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he persistent rise in Tthe cost of  aviation 
fuel, known as jet 

A1, is beginning to cause 
apprehension in the minds 
of  stakeholders in the 
industry as they express 
fears that the sector may 
collapse and there may be 
huge job losses if  the rising 
cost is left unchecked. 

As of  Friday, reports 
indicated that Jet A1 fuel 
had risen from about N300 
per litre in February to 
about N1,000 per litre, 
causing a significant 
increase in the cost of  
tickets. 

Aviation Round Table, 
which is  a  body of  
professionals in the sector, 
said more airlines might be 
forced to halt operations, 
in addition to the two 
domestic airlines not in 
operation at the moment. 
Aero Contractors had on 
July 18 announced the 
s u s p e n s i o n  o f  i t s  

peratives of  the 

OEconomic and 
Financial Crimes 

Commission on Friday 
raided the Wuse Zone 4 
bureau de change hub of  
Abuja over the falling 
naira. 

Repor ts  lear nt  the 
EFCC operat ives  are 
investigating claims that 
some individuals  are 
mopping up and hoarding 
foreign currency thereby 
causing a scarcity that is 
driving up the value of  the 
dollar. 

An EFCC detective 
who wished to remain 
anonymous said, “It is 
true. We stormed bureau 
de change firms in Wuse 
Zone 4, Abuja, for a covert 
operation to dislodge 
currency speculators who 
are alleged to be massively 
mopping up available 
foreign currencies. 

“The raid is a product 
of  weeks of  surveillance in 
which agents of  the EFCC 
have been monitoring the 
activities of  most of  the 
b u r e a u  d e  c h a n g e 
operators in the Wuse 4 
axis.

“The anti-graft agency 
is working on intelligence 
that some forces with 
massive naira inflow have 
mobilised resources and, 
a r e  b u s y  b u y i n g  u p 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r e i g n 

currencies especially the 
US Dollar, to either hoard 
or smuggle the same out of  
Nigeria.” 

It was also learnt that 
some operatives of  the 
commission had been 
deployed at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, Lagos and the 
N n a m d i  A z i k i w e 
International Airport, 
A b u j a  a s  p a r t  o f  a 
coordinated operation to 
halt  the act ivi t ies  of  
currency speculators. 

The Spokesman for the 
EFCC, Wilson Uwujaren, 
could not be reached for 
comment on Friday.

The Central Bank of  
Nigeria has in recent times 
come under criticism for 
failing to stabilise the naira 
which has continued to 
d i p  a g a i n s t  m a j o r 
currencies. 

T h e  r u l i n g  A l l 
Progressives Congress had 
in  2015  promised  to 
stabilise the exchange rate 
which stood at about 
N200/$1 on the black 
market at the time. 

However, the naira hit 
an all-time low of  N710 to 
the dollar earlier in the 
week, attracting criticisms 
from the opposition. The 
n a i r a  h a s ,  h owe ve r, 
r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  a t 
N420/$1 on the official 
market 

operations, citing the 
impact of  the challenging 
operating environment on 
its daily operations, while 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority on July 20 
suspended the operations 
of  Dana Air.

In an interview with 
one of  our correspondents, 
a  f o r m e r  M a n a g i n g  
Director of  the Nigerian 
Airspace Management 
A g e n c y  a n d  C h i e f  
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  
To p B r a s s  A v i a t i o n  
Company Limited, Capt. 
R o l a n d  I y a y i ,  s a i d  
government must work 
towards reviving the 
refineries for the local 
production of  JetA1. He 
added that government 
s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  
supporting airlines in 
aviation fuel pricing in the 
short term. 

He pointed out that 
many people were no 
longer travelling by air due 

to the hike in the price of  
tickets. This, he said, posed 
great danger to the survival 
of  airlines and the aviation 
industry. 

Iyayi added, “The key 
to the success of  any airline 
is affordability. If  fares are 
unaffordable, what you 
will end up having will be 
empty flights. Now, when 
you have empty flights, it 
will become a double 
whammy. At this point, 
how do you manage the 
sustainabi l i ty  of  the 
airline?

“So, ultimately what 
we will have will be more 
airline failures. And if  
more airlines fail, it means 
that capacity will reduce 
and when this happens you 
will get very high fares. 
That is essentially what we 
are looking at now and it is 
a very precarious situation 
for the industry. 

“This means there is 
imminent danger in the 
entire industry and it is 
bound to spiral out of  
control if  something is not 
done urgently. So if  the 
government considers 
aviation as a critical asset, I 
w o u l d  e x p e c t  i t  t o  
i n t e r v e n e  i n  J e t A 1  
pricing.” 

Also, the Assistant 
General Secretary of  the 
Aviation Round Table, Mr 
Olumide Ohunayo, noted 
that the sector had been 

c o n o m i c  a n d Efinancial experts 
at Nigeria-based 

economic think tank, the 
Centre for the Promotion 
of  Private Enterprise, 
have said that the figures 
released by the Minister 
of  Finance, Mrs. Zainab 
A h m e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e 
presentation of  the 2023-
2 0 2 5  M e d i u m  Te r m 
Expenditure Framework 
have painted a gloomy 
and disturbing picture of  
the state of  government 
finances, suggesting that 
the government is on the 
brink of  bankruptcy. 

The centre stated this 
in its half  year economic 
review, in which it noted 
t h a t  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
economy over the past six 
months was characterised 
by diverse  economic 
vulnerabilities. 

According to experts 
at the centre, the major 
elements of  these reviews 
are trends in the country's 

exchange rate, inflation, 
GDP debt profile, and 
f i s c a l  o p e r a t i o ns  o f  
government. 

Accord ing  to  the 
CPPE, as high inflation 
continues to take a toll on 
businesses, production 
c o s t s  h a v e  b e e n 
increasing, operating 
c o s t s  a c r o s s  s e c t o r s 
becoming elevated, and 
profit margins declining.

It said there was also a 
slump in turnover and 
s a l e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s 
sustainability was at risk 
in many segments of  the 
Nigerian economy. 

The statement read in 
p a r t ,  “ T h e  f i g u r e s 
released by the Finance 
Minister, Mrs. Zainab 
A h m e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e 
presentation of  the 2023-
2 0 2 5  M e d i u m  Te r m 
Expenditure Framework, 
painted a gloomy and 
disturbing picture of  the 
s ta te  o f  gover nment 
finances, suggesting that 

the government is on the 
brink of  bankruptcy. Debt 
service to revenue ratio for 
the first four months of  
the current year is over 
1 0 0 %  ( o n e  h u n d r e d 
percent). 

“The implication of  
this is that the actual 
revenue of  government 
over the period is not 
sufficient to service debt. 
Therefore, financing of  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  
government – personnel 
cos t ,  overhead  cos t , 
capital expenditure and 
even part of  the servicing 
of  the debt will have to 
come from additional 
borrowing. These portend 
severe vulnerabilities for 
the Nigerian economy.”

The statement said 
investors across sectors in 
t h e  e c o n o m y  w e r e 
concerned about the high 
and increasing energy 
costs, especially the cost 
of  diesel which has gone 

up by over 300 per cent. 
It added that the cost 

of  aviation fuel had gone 
up by another 300 per 
cent, while the cost of  gas 
has increased by over 100 
per cent. 

I t  no ted  tha t  the 
frequent collapse of  the 
national grid makes had 
made it more difficult for 
m a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  t o 
continue to sustain their 
opera t ions,  c rea t ing 
s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s 
sustainability concerns 
among investors. 

“ T h e  w o r s e n i n g 
insecurity in Nigeria is a 
m a j o r  p r o b l e m  f o r 
investors in the economy. 
M a n y  I n d u s t r i a l i s t s 
especially those who are 
in the agro-allied sector 
a r e  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h 
challenges getting raw 
materials from the crop-
producing areas of  our 
country,” the statement 
added. 

severely hit by the fuel 
crisis due to its dependence 
on importation and the 
high foreign exchange rate. 

In an interview he 
added, “The Russia-
Ukraine war has increased 
the average cost of  fuel and 
a l l  f o r m s  o f  g a s  
productions, and this is 
exacerbated for Nigeria 
because of  the weakening 
naira to the dollar. That 
has increased the pain on 
the airline and even the 
supplier. What we have is 
t h a t  o n e  a i r l i n e  i s  
grounded voluntarily and 
the other involuntarily. 

“If  things do not return 
to normal, other airlines 
may also be grounded. 
That is where we are going. 
It  is  funny that the 
government is telling us 
now, through the senate 
committee, that some of  
the aviation fuel is being 
exported to neighbouring 
countries and sold there. 

“ T h o u g h  i t  i s  
deregula ted  and the  
government does not 
subsidise it, why would 
they not be able to monitor 
the distribution that they 
h a v e  t o  m o v e  t o  
neighbouring countries? 
Something is wrong. We 
need to tighten control on 
it.” 

H e  u r g e d  t h e  
government to look at the 
port charges and taxes on 

aviation fuel and see if  it 
c o u l d  b e  s u s p e n d e d  
temporarily, pending when 
the pr ice  retur ns  to  
normalcy. He added that it 
was risky to continue 
wait ing for  Dangote  
R e f i n e r y  t o  s t a r t  
operations, noting that 
there must be a way to 
address  the problem 
without delay.”

He added, “You need 
to also know that five per 
cent of  whatever revenue 
they make goes to the 
NCAA. Essentially, we are 
saying that even before an 
airline starts operations, it 
is already struggling. 
Hence, airlines cannot 
continue to sustain losses 
for all the other agencies 
and service providers to 
thrive in the industry. This 
has been the situation in 
the last decades. 

“The truth is that 
airlines are operating in the 
most difficult and hostile 
e nv i r o n m e n t  i n  t h e  
Nigerian landscape.” 

Also commenting on 
the situation, another 
major operator in the 
domestic air transport 
business  berated the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
for failing in stabilising the 
naira against the dollar. 

“If  you were buying 
fuel at N200/litre and all 
of  a sudden you start 
buying it at N900 to 

N1000/litre due to the 
c ra sh  in  your  loca l  
currency, will you be 
happy with your Central 
Bank?” the operator, who 
spoke anonymously due to 
the sensitive nature of  the 
matter, asked. 

The airline operator 
added, “If  the system gets 
better, then the cost of  
tickets would drop. But for 
now, that's what you get if  
you must fly a safe aircraft. 
The CBN, the Federal 
Government and the 
Petroleum Resources  
Ministry must answer 
questions and tell us how 
they want to help address 
this concern.” 

T h e  u m b r e l l a  
organisat ion for  the  
c o u n t r y ' s  d o m e s t i c  
carriers, Airline Operators 
of  Nigeria, had attributed 
the crisis in the sector to the 
high cost of  JetA1 and the 
difficulty in accessing 
foreign exchange required 
for the business. 

A n o t h e r  av i a t i o n  
expert and President, 
Association of  Foreign 
A i r l i n e s  a n d  
Representatives in Nigeria, 
Kingsley Nwokeoma, said 
there were fears that 
another domestic carrier 
might suspend operations 
soon.

BusinessBusinessBusiness

Govt on brink of bankruptcy, experts warn

Falling naira: EFCC raids
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he Indigenous People of Biafra has lambasted a Coalition of Northern Groups for saying its leader, Nnamdi Kanu, should not be released. This was as the IPOB 

Tstressed that United Nations' order to the Federal Government that Kanu should be released unconditionally superseded an order of a court in the country. The 

CNGs had, on Friday, rejected the call by the United Nations for the unconditional release of the detained leader of the Indigenous People of Biafra, Nnamdi 

Kanu. But in a statement signed and issued on Saturday by its Director of Media and Publicity, Emma Powerful, the IPOB said the CNGs exhibited the height of laxity 

and ignorance for attacking and warning the UN over the order. A Coalition of 52 Northern Groups has rejected the call by the United Nations for the unconditional 

release of the detained leader of the Indigenous People of Biafra, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. The Pan-Arewa socio-political organisation also accused the UN of bias in its 

disposition towards certain regions of the country. The Spokesperson of CNG, Abdul-Azeez Suleiman, who made the accusation during a press conference in Abuja, 

called on the UN to immediately withdraw its demand for Kanu's unconditional freedom from the custody of the Department of State Services. IPOPB's statement also 

noted that the CNGs' position on Kanu's continual incarceration and the UN order was an indication that it was an undemocratic and lawless group.

he attention of  the global movement and noble family of  the Indigenous TPeople of  Biafra, under the command and leadership of  Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, has been drawn to the laughable, disgraceful and unguarded 

statements credited to the inconsequential mushroom group called Northern 
Coalition Group (NCG) on the UN Working Group on Human Rights and 
Arbitrary Detention's recent opinion for the unconditional release of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu. “This ignoramus faceless Northern group shows their idiocy and 
absolute ignorance by attacking and warning United Nations on their order to 
release IPOB leader and prisoners of  conscience, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
unconditionally and compensate him adequately for illegal abduction and 
extraordinary rendition from Kenya to Nigeria over a year ago. “The statement 
credited to this Fulani group towards UN opinion betrays the Fulani mindset, and 
how undemocratic and lawless the Fulani people are. It is not far from the truth that 
the Fulani Government in Nigeria sponsored this faceless Northern group to attack 
the UN decisions. They want to test the reactions of  the International Community. 
“The world must understand that Fulani people are parasites in Nigeria who are 
bent on hijacking indigenous people's ancestral lands and resources in Nigeria but 
IPOB won't allow them. They have hijacked strategic positions in the Nigerian 
government, have deliberately and tactically weakened the Nigerian military while 
empowering the Fulani terrorists to take over the Nigerian government structure 
and then seize the ancestral lands of  all the Indigenous People in the Zoo called 
Nigeria.

 “It is very obvious that the recent increase and boldness of  attacks by these 
Fulani terrorists, especially in Abuja, will convince every doubting Thomas that 
these terrorists are state sponsored and their agenda is to Islamise Nigeria and 
forcefully take over the Federal Government of  Nigeria. The government in 
Nigeria is a bunch of  Fulani Cabals and Agendists called presidency who have 
bankrupt Nigeria while importing and sponsoring terrorists to take over the 
Nigerian government. “But their plans have failed and will continue to fail.  If  
others will accept terrorists government in power, IPOB members and Biafrans will 
never succumb to their intimidations and they will regret why they indulged 
themselves in that act in the first place. “The recent shameless statement from 
Fulani attacking the United Nations shows that they are demented and don't know 
that United Nations' opinion is not the same as the Nigerian Court Orders they 
flout at will. Fulani government and her people, think they can use terrorism and 
threat to get people succumb to their demand. They understand that threat and 
terrorism don't shake IPOB. “Very soon, the Fulani government and her people 
will understand what they have done to themselves. Attacking the United Nations 
opinion shows how clueless, uninformed and inconsequential they are. “Fulani 
backwardness, ranting and undemocratic nature cannot change the decision of  the 
UN. The time to bury Nigeria finally is fast approaching, that is why they are 
ranting against world organisation without minding the consequences. More so, 
the terror times of  the Fulani in Nigeria is about to be extinguished and we shall see 
them no more in the nearest future. “This faceless NCG group thinks that they have 
the temerity to challenge the United Nations' opinion on its core mandate in 
sanctioning tyrants and Human Rights abusers in the world. Fulani government 
thinks that the world are ignorant of  what they are doing in Nigeria, creating 
different kinds of  terror groups to terrorise and rampage the public in the hope that 
everyone will succumb to their intimidating tactics and yield to their Fulanisation 
agenda. How very pitiably wrong they are. They have indeed miscalculated this 
time around. “When did faceless groups like NCG become Nigerian government 
spokespersons? For the Nigerian government to have kept mute since the order 
from the United Nations means they knew what they have entered into. They don't 
want to say anything that will go contrary to the UN's decisions as a government. 
Instead this motley of  uninformed Northern elements came out to publicise their 
ignorance and cluelessness to the world. They don't know what the United Nations 
stands for in the Committee of  Nations.

By Anthony Ogbekile

t is unacceptable to Nigeria and Nigerians, and in particular to the North, that 

Ithe United Nations will endorse the platform and space to be used by Kanu 

and IPOB in promoting anarchy and campaigning for genocide in Nigeria. 

“We demand the United Nations to immediately withdraw the call for the 

unconditional release of  Nnamdi Kanu from the lawful custody of  the Nigerian 

authorities. “The CNG cautions the United Nations that their intervention, 

exclamations and actions should never be drawn to discountenance the effort of  

the Nigerian state to protect citizens from violence and to impose law and order. 

“We, therefore, call on the Federal Government of  Nigeria to maintain the 

sanctity, dignity and integrity of  Nigeria and uphold and defend its sovereignty by 

resisting and rejecting such demands from any quarter. “Lastly, it is important to 

caution the United Nations to weigh the impact and consequences of  backing 

these perpetrators of  indiscriminate violence, wanton destruction and collective 

mayhem, that fervently hope it will engulf  the entire country and bring about 

another civil war and mass killings and suffering of  innocent people. “As the most 

populous country on the continent and one that continues to influence peace and 

stability across the sub-continent, any breakdown of  law and order will only 

compound the security and humanitarian situations in the region.”
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IPOB, CNG in war of attrition over UN's
call on Kanu's release

IPOB lambasts northern group 
over UN order

Stop seeking Kanu's release
- Northern groups warn UN

Suleiman
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in May.

They produced the first 
victory of  Real Madrid's 
United States tour, after a 
1-0 loss to La Liga rivals 
Barcelona in Las Vegas 
and a 2-2 draw against 
Mexico's Club America in 
San Francisco.

Spectators were still 
trickling into the stands 
w h e n  F r e n c h  s t a r 
Benzema had a  goal 
disal lowed just  e ight 
seconds into the contest, 
U r u g u ay ' s  Fe d e r i c o 
Valverde's through ball 
catching him offside.

Juventus had their best 

arim Benzema Kc o nv e r t e d  a n 
early penalty and 

Marco Asensio added a 
second-half  insurance 
goal as Real Madrid beat 
Juventus 2-0 in a pre-
s e a s o n  f r i e n d l y  a t 
California's Rose Bowl on 
Saturday.

With his eye on Real 
Madrid's European Super 
Cup clash with Eintracht 
Frankfurt in 10 days, 
coach Carlo Ancelotti 
started the same lineup 
that beat Liverpool in the 
Champions League final 

o e  A r i b o  h a s 

Jendeared himself  to 
Southampton fans in 

the best possible way – 
and been compared to 
none other than Diego 
Maradona in the process.

The Super Eagles star 
moved to St Mary's  from 
Rangers of  Scotland at 
the beginning of  this 
month in a £6m transfer, 
which could rise to £10m.

He's been settling in to 
life on the south coast in 
the last few weeks as 
Saints gear up for another 
season in the Premier 
League.

Villarreal were their 

eam Niger ia ' s TAdeyinka Benson 
defeated Ghana's 

Abubakari Quartey in the 
over 71kg-75kg of  the 
men's boxing event at the 
o n g o i n g  2 0 2 2 
Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham to book a 
place in the quarter-final.

I n  S u n d a y ' s 
middleweight round of  
16 contest, Benson edged 
Quartey three points to 
two to reach the last 

eight.
Benson will now take 

on either Sam Hickey of  
Scot land or  Kyghan 
Mortley from Saint Lucia 
in the quarter-finals.

He  jo ins  Abdu l -
Afeez Osoba, who on 
Saturday defeated Carl 
Hield in a first-round 
k n o c k o u t  b o u t  t o 
advance into the round of  
16, in keeping Nigeria's 
medal hope alive in the 
boxing event.

Osoba will take on 
Garan Croft of  Wales for 
a place in the quarter-
finals.

Earlier on Sunday, 
E d i d i o n g  U m o a f i a 
clinched bronze in the 
men's 67kg weightlifting 
event.

I t  w a s  T e a m 
Nigeria's second medal at 
the games fol lowing 
Adijat Olarinoye's gold 
medal achievement also 
in weightlifting.

pre-season opponents on 
Saturday and Aribo gave 
the Southampton faithful 
a taste of  what he can 
offer as he conjured up a 
terrific solo effort in the 
second half, dribbling 
past five players on his 
way to scoring his first 
goal for the club.

Picking the ball up 
midway inside his own 
half, Aribo advanced 
forward at  pace,  his 
characteristic long strides 
seeing him cover ground 
quickly.

As he neared the box 
the Villarreal defence had 
just about recovered and 

the midfielder faced a sea 
of  yellow between him 
and the goalkeeper.

He jinked inside onto 
his left foot past the 
outstretched leg of  Dani 
P a r e j o  a n d  t h e n 
combined his upper body 
strength with-nimble 
footwork to evade two 
more tackles at the edge 
of  the area.

Just as it looked as 
though he was about to 
lose his balance under 
pressure, Aribo managed 
to hold onto the ball and 
regained his composure 
superbly and was now 
barely ten yards from 
goal.

A fake and a drop of  
the shoulder left two 
m o r e  o p p o s i t i o n 
defenders on the deck 
before Aribo calmly lifted 
the ball over goalkeeper 
Pepe Reina and into the 
net.

T h e  S p a n i s h 
commentators were just 
as  impressed  as  the 
watching Southampton 
fans who labelled the 
Nigeria international Joe 
'Maradona' Aribo, in 
homage to the Argentina 
and Barcelona legend's 
i c o n i c  g o a l  a g a i n s t 
England at the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico.

Southampton were 
trailing 1-0 at the time 
before Aribo's stunning 
equaliser at St Mary's, 
with Yeremi Pino putting 
the Spaniards ahead.

The visitors would go 
on to win the match 2-1 
with Gerard Moreno 
grabbing the winner.

alvin Bassey was 

Cshown a straight 
card in the 17th 

minute of  his Ajax debut, as 
the Dutch champions lost 
to  PSV in  the  season 
curtain-opener.

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
defender came off  the 
bench in the 62nd minute to 
replace Owen Wijndal with 
the scores level.

However, PSV scored 
twice in seven minutes to 
lead 4-1 at the Johan Cruyff  

Arena in Amsterdam.
Te n  m i n u t e s  a f t e r 

Bassey 's  introduction, 
Mohammed Kudus pulled 
one back to reduce the 
defici t  to 3-4 with 18 
minutes left.

However, in the 78th 
m i n u t e ,  B a s s e y  w a s 
adjudged to have lunged a 
clumsy tackle on Moroccan 
midfielder, Ismael Saibari 
after VAR was used to 
review his challenge.

The former Rangers left 
back was initially shown a 
yellow card, but after a 
review it was upgraded to a 
red card. An incident that 
meant that Bassey only saw 
action for 17 minutes after 
coming on as a second half  
sub.

chance of  the match in the 
1 3 t h  m i n u t e ,  b u t 
Leonardo Bonucci's direct 
free kick hit the crossbar.

Benzema opened the 
scoring with a penalty in 
the 19th, crisply firing into 
the bottom left corner 
after Juventus' Danilo 
brought down fel low 
Brazilian Vinicius Junior 
with a sloppy move in the 
penalty area.

Pressing hard to put the 
match to bed after the 
interval, Real Madrid 
w e r e  t h w a r t e d  b y 
Juventus  goa lkee per 
Mattia Perin, who denied 

a sharply angled shot by 
Daniel Carvajal before 
soaring to stop a long-
range left-footed blast 
from Benzema in the 62nd 
minute.

Two minutes later, 
Benzema was among the 
de par t ing  p layers  as 
Ancelot t i  made nine 
substitutions.

He received an ecstatic 
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Benzema, Asensio on target as Real Madrid down Juventus in friendly 
cheer from the largely pro-
Real crowd of  93,702 at 
t h e  Ro s e  B o w l ,  t h e 
p i c tu re sque  s tad ium 
tucked into the foothills 
northeast of  Los Angeles 
that was the venue for the 
1994 World Cup final.

Asensio was among 
t h e  s u b s t i t u t e s,  a n d 
q u i c k l y  m a d e  a n 
impression, sweeping a 

cross from the left by Jesus 
Vallejo into the net with 
his left foot.

It was enough to seal 
the win in a match in 
which Juventus barely 
t e s t e d  Re a l  M a d r i d 
g o a l k e e p e r  T h i b a u t 
Courtois.

Calvin Bassey sees red 17 minutes
into Ajax debut

CWG: Nigeria's Benson defeats
Quartey, reaches boxing
quarter-finals 

JongJongJong

QuarteyBensonBensonBenson

Aribo likened to 'Maradona' after
beating five men before scoring

Aribo
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United are willing to 

make De Jong their highest 
paid player by matching his 
current £450,000-a-week 
salary.

They are also willing to 
pay off  the £17million that 
Barcelona owe De Jong in 
deferred wages, according 
to Sport.

I t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ' s 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  w i l l 
make a f inal 

attempt to tempt Frenkie 
d e  J o n g  a w a y  f r o m 
Barcelona with an eye-
watering offer.

Red Devils boss, Erik 
ten Hag has instructed the 
club to pull out every 
possible stop to secure his 
top summer transfer target.

urgen Klopp has hit out 

Ja t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t 
Liverpool's new striker 

Darwin Nunez has had to 
deal with in pre-season.

The £85m has faced 
some cr i t ic i sm for  h is 
performances since joining 
the club, despite scoring four 
goals off  the bench against 
RB Leipzig earlier this 
month.

N u n e z  w a s  a g a i n 
n a m e d  a m o n g  t h e 
substitutes for Liverpool's 
Community Shield clash 
against Manchester City, 

ormer Manchester FUnited goalkeeper, 
Peter Schmeichel 

has named the four teams 
that can win the Premier 
League title this season.

S c h m e i c h e l  a l s o 
issued a stern warning to 
new Red Devils boss, Erik 
ten Hag, ahead of  his first 
campaign in England.

L a s t  s e a s o n , 
Manchester City lifted 
their fourth title in five 

years, finishing only one 
point ahead of  Liverpool.

However, Schmeichel 
who won five league titles 
with United, has claimed 
the 2022/2023 season will 
not be “plain sailing” for 
City and Liverpool.

He also feels Chelsea 
a n d  To t t e n h a m  c a n 
challenge for the title and 
says “for the first time in a 
long time” Arsenal look 
top-four material.

Schmeichel told The 
Times: “It is not going to 
be as plain sailing for 
Manchester City and 
Liverpool as people think.

“The competition will 
come from Chelsea, and 
from Spurs, who have 
s i g n e d  w e l l  a n d  i n 
Antonio Conte have a 
very clever manager who 
is so good at getting the 
maximum out of  his 
players.

“I 'm also looking 
Arsenal and for the first 
t ime  in  a  long  t ime 
thinking “top four”.

“Manchester United? 
Pre - season has  been 
promising, but the reality 
is that a long process of  
transition is required.

“ T h e  c l u b  h a v e 
backed Erik ten Hag in 
recruit ing players he 
knows and wanted to 
work worth, and his first 
s e a s o n  w i l l  b e 
fascinating.”

and was introduced with his 
side a goal up thanks to Trent 
A l e x a n d e r - A r n o l d ' s 
deflected strike.

J u l i a n  A l v a r e z 
equalised for City but Nunez 
then won a penalty for side, 
as Ruben Dias blocked his 
header with an arm, before 
the 23-year-old got himself  
on the scoresheet in added-
time to seal a 3-1 win for 
Liverpool.

Klopp was full of  praise 
for the striker and the impact 
he  had of f  the  bench, 
defending Nunez from some 
of  the comments that have 
come his way in recent 

weeks.
“It was good, it was 

really good. It is clear it will 
get better with time,” said 
Klopp.

“We live in a world 
where everybody gets judged 
on first sight and that's not 
helpful for anybody but it 
happens constantly.

 “In the first few games 
(of  pre-season) we were not 
even close to the fitness level 
of  today and then when he 
came on, we passed each ball 
for him to chase it and after 
t h e  t h i r d  b a l l  h e  wa s 
completely killed and then 
everybody judged his first 

touches and these kind of  
things.

“It's just a joke but we 
have to live with that, he will 
deal with it brilliantly. We 
are patient and we know he 
can do good stuff.

He added: “The goal 
was obviously the icing on 
the cake, so really pleased for 
him.

“You could see in his 
face, you could see in the 
face of  all his team-mates 
how happy the boys are for 
him and that's a really good 
sign after that short period of  
time that he is with us.”

h e l s e a  h a s  a 

Cverbal agreement 
t o  a c q u i r e 

Chicago Fire and U.S. 
youth  in te r nat iona l 
g o a l k e e p e r  G a b r i e l 
“Gaga” Slonina for a 
base fee of  $10 million 
that could rise to $15m 
with add-ons, sources 
confirmed to ESPN.

Fabrizio Romano was 
first to report the news of  
the agreement, with The 
Athletic first to report the 
base fee.

Slonina, 18, is headed 
to London to complete a 

medical exam and if  it's 
successful will sign the 
deal, which will see him 
finish out the current 
MLS campaign on loan 
with the Fire and then 
head to Chelsea on Jan. 
1.

Slonina has long been 
considered one of  the 
jewels  of  the  Fire ' s 
academy, and took over 
the starting goalkeeper 
spot with the first team 
last season as a 17-year-
old. When Slonina made 
his professional debut 
Aug. 4, he became the 

y o u n g e s t  s t a r t i n g 
goalkeeper in league 
history at 17 years, 81 
days.

Slonina has endured 
a n  u p - a n d - d o w n 
campaign in 2022, but 
following the 0-0 draw 
with Atlanta United on 
Saturday, he now has 14 
shutouts in 34 career 
league appearances.

The Addison, Illinois-
born Slonina has a Polish 
passport through his 
parents but declared 
earl ier  this  year his 
intention to represent the 
U.S., for which he has 
appeared with multiple 
teams at the youth level.

transfer chiefs will fix a 
meeting with De Jong's 
agent, wh Barcelona return 
from their pre-season tour 
of  America.

A reported deal worth 
£74million has already 
b e e n  a g r e e d  w i t h 
Barcelona but De Jong is 
currently unwilling to 
swap La Liga for Premier 
League football.
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Jurgen Klopp slams pre-season treatment of Liverpool
striker Nunez

Man Utd to make De Jong highest-paid player, pay off £17m Barcelona
wages

JongJongJong

EPL: Peter Schmeichel names four teams that
can win title, warns Man Utd

Chelsea agree $10 million fee
for Fire GK Slonina 

SloninaSloninaSlonina
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The fresh news people

Guest Writer By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

Time to impeach Buhari and remove
him from office

his past week, education Tcame to a halt in Abuja, 
Nigeria's Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT). It began with 
the order by the Minister of  
Education, Adamu Adamu, on 
July 25, closing down all six 
Federal Government Colleges 
(better known as Unity Schools) 
in the FCT, while the students 
were in the middle of  their end of  
year examinations. The reason 
for this order, according to the 
Minister was “a security breach 
on Sheda and Lambata villages, 
suburbs of  Kwali Area Council 
which also threatened FGC 
Kwali.” He provided no detail 
about the nature or extent of  the 
“security breach”.

In a separate announcement 
issued on the same day, the 
Education Secretariat of  the 
FCT summar i ly  in for med 
“parents and guardians that the 
2021/2022 academic calendar 
for FCT schools will come to an 
end on Wednesday, July 27th, 
2022.” They did not much care to 
provide any justification for this 
measure. The assumption that 
the reason for the closure of  all 
schools in the FCT was the same 
as that cited by the Minister of  
Education when he closed down 
the Unity Schools, does not 
necessarily explain the two more 
days of  grace given by the FCT 
Administration to all the other 
schools in the FCT.

In the  same week,  the 
terrorists also forced Veritas 
University, a tertiary institution 
established by the Catholic 
Church in the FCT, to close 
down indefinitely.

On the same day that the 
Minister shuttered the Unity 
Schools in the FCT, by the way, it 
emerged that terrorists had killed 
an officer and two men of  the 
elite Brigade of  Guards of  the 
Nigerian Army, who were 
“reportedly ambushed after they 
visited the Nigeria Law School in 
Bwari following a distressed (sic) 
call from the authorities of  the 

school.” According to the Daily 
Trust, “the school management 
was said to have alerted that 
terrorists had dropped a letter 
indicating an imminent attack on 
the school.”  

These were not the only 
soldiers killed in the FCT during 
the week. The day after the FCT 
Administration shut down all 
schools in the Federal Capital, on 
Ju ly  28 ,  a r med  t e r ro r i s t s 
reportedly attacked another 
military unit near Zuma Rock on 
the border between the FCT and 
Niger State, killing at least two 
soldiers in an attack which 
“lasted for almost one hour”, 
during which no one in the 
command s t r ucture  could 
m o b i l i s e  a s s i s t a n c e  o r 
reinforcements for the besieged 
soldiers.

Thi s  l a te s t  cascade  o f  
insecurity in Nigeria's Federal 
Capital began with the attack on 
the Kuje Medium Security 
Prison in the capital city on July 
5, in which the Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
killed at least one security 
personnel and liberated over 900 
of  the most dangerous terrorists 
held or convicted by Nigeria in 
an operation that reportedly 
lasted over three hours.

Despite being in possession 
of  advance notice of  the attack, 
the administration of  General 
Muhammadu Buhari took no 
measure to forestall or repel the 
attack. Instead, it appears they 
worked hard to encourage it. 
That is the only way to explain 
the report that soldiers who are 
usually on guard around the 
p r i s o n  p e r i m e t e r ,  w e r e 
inexplicably redeployed away 
from that duty post less than 24 
hours before the attack, a fact 
which could only have made the 
attack a lot easier for the 
per pe t ra tor s.  No one  has 
explained satisfactorily or at all 
how terrorism convicts and 
suspects of  the most hardened 
type managed to end up in a 

medium security prison, which is 
what the Kuje prison is.

A few hours after the Kuje 
prison break, on July 6, in 
Dutsinma, Katsina State in 
north-west Nigeria, a separate 
band of  terrorists attacked 
General Buhari's advance team 
heading to his village to prepare 
for his arrival for the Eid. On the 
same day, the Police in the state 
confirmed that “an assistant 
commissioner of  police Aminu 
Umar and another police officer 
were killed in a terrorist ambush 
in Dutsinma the same day.”

The Kuje prison break was 
the 14th under the watch of  
President  Buhari ,  without 
consequences. His first Interior 
Minister served a full term. The 
current one remains in position 
and so does the president. These 
prison breaks have correlated 
positively with metastases of  
insecurity in the states in which 
they have occurred. Figures from 
the monitoring group, Nigeria 
Mourns, clearly demonstrate 
that the escalation of  insecurity 
in Imo State and South-East 
Nigeria, for instance, is traceable 
to the prison break in Owerri, the 
Imo State capital on April 5, 
2 0 2 1 ,  f r o m  w h i c h  1 , 8 4 4 
d a n ge r o u s  p r i s o n e r s  a n d 
detainees escaped.

President Buhari's response 
to this deterioration has been to 
amass Air Miles on an intense 
scale. The Kuje prison attack 
occurred exactly two days after 
President Buhari returned from a 
down-time visit to Portugal on 
July 3. That was his 11th foreign 
trip in the preceding five months 
since the end of  January, some of  
them undertaken at less than a 
whim. During the same period, 
the security situation in the FCT 
has gone into a meltdown. 

After the Kuje Prison break, 
General Buhari decided to attend 
a meeting of  his National 
Security Council on Friday, July 
8. Predictably, the meeting was 
worse than inconclusive. The 

president, a worshipful Muslim, 
needed to observe his Jummat 
p r ay e r s  o n  t h e  d ay  a n d , 
thereafter, had a flight to catch to 
his village for the Eid holidays. 
None of  those could wait. 
Serious deliberations, it appears, 
were deferred until the president 
had concluded his Eid holidays. 
That was not to be until 21 July, 
by which date the terrorists 
recently freed from the Kuje 
Prison had time to deploy in and 
around the FCT. As this meeting 
took place, it appears, the 
terrorists unfolded a campaign 
of  renewed terror within the 
territory.

With no sense of  shame or 
irony, two days after terrorists 
killed three staff  of  his Guards 
Brigade;  the day after  his 
Minister of  Education shut 
down leading public schools in 
the FCT because of  insecurity, 
and the day before his FCT 
Administration shut down all 
schools in the same FCT, on July 
26, General Buhari flew off  to 
“Monrovia, Liberia to, among 
other things, deliver an address 
bordering on West Africa's 
security.”

W h e n  B o k o  H a r a m 
abducted 276 students of  the 
Government Girls Secondary 
School (GGSS), Chibok, in 
Borno State on April 14, 2014, it 
was novel, and unheard of. The 
incident triggered a high level 
presidential panel led by a former 
head of  the Directorate of  
Military Intelligence (DMI), a 
Safe Schools Initiative, and an 
international  campaign to 
#BringBackOurGirls. The All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
created in the same year and led 
b y  M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i , 
launched itself  onto the political 
scene by calling on the National 
Assembly to “impeach President 
Goodluck Jonathan now.” The 
entire narrative of  the Buhari 
presidential campaign was then 
configured around the promise 
that as a retired General, he knew 
how to keep the country safe.

On the eighth anniversary of  
the Chibok Girls abduction in 
April, a total of  11,536 schools 

were closed due to insecurity and 
over 1,500 school children were 
in captivity, victims of  mass 
abduction. Seven years into his 
second misadventure in power, 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  h a s 
routinised the mass abduction of  
school children, democratised 
insecurity and is now incapable 
of  securing the Federal Capital. 
The Institute for Security Studies 
(ISS) in South Africa now 
hazards that Nigeria under 
Buhari is “out of  security 
options” and another article 
published by Al-Jazeera in the 
past week said that “Nigeria's 
security forces are no longer able 
to protect themselves, let alone 
the public.”

At the beginning of  the year, 
Genera l  Buhar i  in fo r med 
Nigerians that he is tired and 
could not wait to return to his 
village. Six months later, in June, 
he announced that the job of  
president is “tough” saying “I am 
eager to go.”

The first job of  a president 
and commander-in-chief  is not 
merely to protect his country; it 
is, even more, to protect his 
capital city. Above all, it is to care 
about his people. It is now clear 
that as President, Muhammadu 
Buhari is unable and unwilling to 
do any of  these and is indeed 
incapable of  doing so. In the 
circumstance, there is no case for 
him to continue as president. 
Nigerians should grant him his 
desire to retire.

The only option left in 
democratic politics is for the 
National Assembly to remove 
him through the process of  
impeachment. That is their 
democratic duty under the 
cons t i tu t ion .  The  cos t  o f  
continuing to keep Buhari in 
office is the destruction of  
whatever remains of  Nigeria. No 
one, surely not Buhari, is worth 
the price of  the country. It is now 
time for the National Assembly 
to fulfill this duty and impeach 
Muhammadu Buhari as the 
president of  Nigeria.

Chidi Anselm Odinkalu, a 
lawyer and teacher

NDLEA intercepts 2.75m Tramadol
tabs, London, Dubai-bound drugs
in Lagos

Falling naira: EFCC raids
Bureau De Change firms 


