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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment in collabo-
ration with the Na-

tional Malaria Elimination 
Programme (NMEP), and 
Malaria Consortium (MC) 
with support from Give-
Well Open Philanthropic 
funding, on Sunday com-
menced distribution of   3.8 
million insecticide treated 
nets through a door-to-door 
approach in all Anambra 
communities. 

Anambra kicks off free distribution
of insecticide-treated nets

News Echo reports that 
the effort is to eliminate 
malaria in the state.

This was earlier disclosed 
at a media orientation on 
Insecticide Treated Nets 
(ITN) distribution at the 
Conference Hall of  An-
ambra State Ministry of  
Health,last Friday, the 
State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Afam Obidike, 
represented by the Director 
of  Public Health, Dr Afam 
Cyril Anaeme said the me-
dia roundtable was  neces-
sary for Ndi Anambra to 
be well sensitized of   pro-

gramme. 
The Commissioner, who 

said the objective of  the 
ITN mass campaign is to 
ensure that “for every two 
persons in Anambra State, 
there is one bed-net to sleep 
inside” urged households 
to ensure that they have 
someone at home to col-
lect the nets. According to 
him, household registration 
and simultaneous distribu-
tion of  net will commence 
from August 7 to August 
17, 2022. He said the 2022 
Insecticide Treated Nets 

Plans to retire civil servants above 50 
years condemned

T
he suggestion by the 
‘Nigerian Governors 
Forum’ that Presi-

dent Buhari should retire 
all civil servants above 50 
years has been condemned 
by Professor Musa Shuaibu.

Recall that the Nigerian 
Governors’ Forum (NGF), 
have reportedly advised 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to retire, payoff  all 
federal civil servants above 
50 years old.

They as well recommend 
that the federal government 
should begin the imple-
mentation of  the Stephen 
Oronsaye Report, which 
suggested merger and shut-
down of  agencies and par-

astatals with duplicated or 
contested functions.

Professor Shuaibu in his 
reactions described their 
suggestions as ill-conceived, 
noting that most of  the re-
spective governors have not 
been paying state civil serv-
ants salaries for months, 
even as many of  them have 
diverted money meant for 
the public for their personal 
use.

According to him, it was 
wrong for sitting governors 
who cannot provide; protect 
lives and properties in their 
respective states to suggest to 
the federal government what 
to do. 

He went ahead to say that, 

kidnapping, killings, unem-
ployment, hardship, lack 
and criminalities have sur-
faced in several states of  the 
federation with governors 
looking helpless, yet they 
are adding another burden 
of  criminality to the federal 
government.

In his words: “Let the 
NGF pick, remove the 
speck in their own eyes be-
fore advising others,” as he 
finally advised that the gov-
ernors instead of  making 
things harder for the masses 
should rather concentrate 
on how to provide adequate 
protection against insecurity 
to their subjects.

Ebonyi govt frowns at destruction 
of Airport perimeter fence
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment has expressed 
worry over the con-

stant destruction of   perim-
eter fence of   Ebonyi State 
International Airport by 
members of  the host com-
munities.

The State Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation, Barr. Orji 
Uchenna who stated this in 
a statement in Abakaliki said 
that government has in the 
past six (6) months been re-
building the destroyed fenc-
es by members of  the host 
communities. 

He said that this develop-
ment may hamper the 2022 
smooth take-off  of  the Air-
port operations. The state-
ment reads: “The attention 
of  Ebonyi State Govern-
ment  has been drawn to the 

constant destruction of  the 
perimeter fence of   Ebonyi 
State International Airport 
by members of  the host 
communities”,.

“The State Government 
has in the past six (6) months 
been rebuilding the de-
stroyed fences by members 
of  the host communities”. 
“The State Government is 
worried that this develop-
ment may hamper the 2022 
smooth take-off  of  the Air-
port operations”. 

“The State Government 
notes with worry that all 
over the country  where 
Airports are located  within 
communities, that  the fenc-
es or properties of  those Air-
ports are not being destroyed 
or vandalized by those host 
communities”.

“Regrettably from the very 
day the State Government 
started the construction of  
this Airport, so much attack 

(ITNs) mass distribution is 
free for every household in 
the state. 

“The newly collected nets 
must be aired under a shade 
for 24hrs before hanging 
and sleeping inside. Bring 
down the old nets and hang 
the new ones.

 “The mass distribution 
is led by the Anambra State 
Ministry of  Health through 
the State Malaria Elimina-
tion Programme with Ma-
laria Consortium providing 
technical support as the 
implementing partner”, he 
stated. 

The commissioner main-
tained that despite the chal-
lenges posed by the rainy 

season and others, they 
have succeded in moving 
the nets to all the 21 local 
government area of  the 
state and urged residents of  
the state to cooperate with 
those recruited for the dis-
tribution.

Contributing, the ITN 
Campaign Manager for 
Malaria Consortium, Mrs. 
Laitan Adeniyi, advised ndi 
Anambra to desist from us-
ing the net for other purpos-
es as witnessed in the past. 

One of  the facilitators and 
Drug Demand Consultant, 
Malaria Consortium, Fa-
rouk Mohammed, urged 
the media to keep malaria 
issues on the front burner 

and provide adequate pub-
licity before, during and af-
ter the campaign. 

Also, the Technical 
Worksroom Adviser, Ma-
laria Consortium, Dr Titi 
Akinlalu, who gave an over-
view of  ITNs Campaign 
process disclosed that they 
have done the micro and 
macro planning processes 
for the exercise, adding that 
the distribution process, 
which will commence on 
Sunday, will be followed by 
a post implementation pro-
cess and urged the media 
to follow the processes in 
order to educate the public 
better.

The sate Malaria Pro-
gramme Manager, Nonso 
Ndibe, who observed that 
the last nets were disribut-
ed in the state was in 2014, 
advised residents to use the 
nets for the right purpose to 
help eliminate malaria in 
the state.

was received from the bene-
fiting host communities”.  

“Ebonyi State Govern-
ment has  therefore  decided 
to take the following meas-
ures to ensure the safety of  
the fence and the properties 
of  the Airport to enable op-
erations to take-off  this year 
as scheduled:

Going forward, any fur-
ther destruction of  the fence 
of  the Airport or part thereof  
the Traditional Rulers of  the 
host communities, the Town 
Presidents of  the host com-
munities, the Councilors of  
the host communities, the 
Development Centre Coor-
dinators of  the host commu-
nities and the Village Heads 
of  the host communities 
must provide the perpetra-
tors or risk being arrested.” 

“This is the final warning 
from Ebonyi State Govern-
ment in this regard,” he stat-
ed.

ASUU’s extended strike:  Civil Society 
calls for rethink
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

N
ational Coalition 
on Improved Ser-
vice Delivery (NA-

COISED) a Network of  
Citizens engaging service 
compact and sustainable de-
velopment, has frowned at 
the continued strike action 
by the Academic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities (ASUU). 

The National Coordinator 
of  the group, Prince Chris 
Azor, while addressing 
newsmen after a conference, 
stated this in a reaction to 
the reported extension of  
the ongoing strike action by 
ASUU.

Last Tuesday, the Nation-
al Executive Council of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU) an-
nounced a four-week exten-
sion of  the ongoing strike 
in public universities. It 
declared thus: “Following 
extensive deliberations and 
taking cognisance of  govern-

ment’s past failures to abide 
by its own timelines in ad-
dressing issues raised in the 
2020 FGN/ ASUU Memo-
randum of  Action (MoA), 
NEC resolved that the strike 
be rolled over for four weeks 
to give Government more 
time to satisfactorily resolve 
all the outstanding issues.” 

For Comrade Azor, ‘This 
is not cheery news coming 
from ASUU. Inasmuch as 
we empathize with the body, 
this amounts to insensitivity 
and lack of  feelings for the 
students, parents and guard-
ians.

We have shown commen-
surate solidarity by joining 
Labour to demonstrate and 
exhibit uncommon solidari-
ty to their cause. 

It’s time for them to have 
a rethink and suspend the 
strike, while negotiations 
continue” he said. The Cit-
izen advocate was of  the 
opinion that ASUU should 
make the interest of  their 
students paramount. He fur-

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairman, Nige-
ria Union of  Journal-
ists, NUJ, Abia State 

Council, Comrade Victor 
Ndukwe has been honoured 
with the award of  “Most 
Outstanding Union Leader 
of  the Year” by the Living 
Apostolic Church Ministry 
incorporated Nigeria. 

Ndukwe, through his lead-
ership of  NUJ in Abia has 
been in forefront of  cam-
paigns for good governance 
in Abia State and Nigeria in 
general. Receiving the award 
during the 21st Living Apos-
tolic Summit of  the Church 
with theme “Awake Chris-
tians” held at the National 

ther implored the striking 
lecturers to reflect the plight 
of  their students who would 
lose tremendously in their 
course duration if  they re-
main perpetually on strike. 

 It would be recalled that 
the Federal Government 
and ASUU have been en-
tangled in issues around 
accruals from salaries, emol-
uments and allowances cul-
minating in a strike action 
embarked by the Union to 
press home their demands. 

 This imbroglio is unfortu-
nately stretching to a period 
of  six (6) months with this 
new extension. There is also, 
demand for deployment of  
the University Transparency 
and Accountability Solution 
by the government for pay-
ment of  university lecturers. 
ASUU members are also 
demanding for withheld sal-
aries during previous strikes. 

These and other numer-
ous issues can be on the ta-
ble while academic activities 
continue, comrade Azor 
concluded.

Abia NUJ Chairman, Ndukwe honoured by church
headquarters of  the Church, 
Ohokobe Ndume, Umuahia 
North, Comrade Ndukwe 
stressed the need for all to see 
the repositioning of  the coun-
try as a collective responsibil-
ity and contribute their quota 
effectively.

The NUJ Chairman while 
decrying the sliding of  the 
country as a result of  various 
factors, identified the political 
leadership of  the country as 
one aspect that is capable of  
determining the much needed 
rejuvenation when it is gotten 
right and encouraged all to 
display patriotism during the 
2023 general elections.

He appreciated the Church 
for their prayers and in in-
culcating positive values into 
their members and society 

and described the award as a 
challenge for greater service. 

Presenting the award on 
behalf  of  the Board and 
members of  the Church, the 
Primate, Living Apostolic 
Church Ministry incorpo-
rated Nigeria, the Rev. Dr 
Promise Ndubuka said the 
award was in recognition of  
Comrade Victor Ndukwe’s 
outstanding leadership quali-
ties and monumental contri-
butions in the service of  God 
and humanity. 

Rev. Dr Ndubuka who used 
the occasion to charge people 
to live their lives with eterni-
ty in mind, described life as 
euphemiral and urged people 
not to lose sight of  the task of  
propagating the gospel and at-
tracting more people to God .



News

Governor Hope Uzodimma heads APC 
presidential campaign in South East
G

overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  Imo 
State has been ap-

pointed to head the APC 
Presidential Campaign in 
South East. This is as a 
result of  his tenacity in en-
suring that the party wins 
all the elective positions 
in the zone ahead of  2023 
General Elections.

This development is as a 
result of  the move by the 
ruling party to create Zon-
al Directorates for the six 
geopolitical zones. Each 
of  these geopolitical zones 
is to be headed by a serv-

ing Governor as rectified 
by the National Working 
Committee (NWC) and 
approved by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

Gov. Hope Uzodimma 
few weeks ago had assured 
South-east stakeholders of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) that he and 
his fellow governors will 
ensure that peace and ade-
quate security of  lives and 
properties returns to the 
zone before the forthcom-
ing general elections.

He went ahead to charge 
the reconciliation commit-
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tee of  the party to ensure 
that they bring everybody 
onboard while reminding 
party executives and faith-
ful of  their duties to man 
their polling units, wards 
and local government are-
as on election days and see 
that the party is voted for at 
all levels.

This appointment brings 
more responsibility and 
encouragement to Gov. 
Hope Uzodimma who has 
been vocal about his desire 
to see the entire South-east 
become an APC zone and 
will further work towards 

galvanizing votes for the 
APC and its Presidential 
Candidate in 2023.

With Gov. Hope Uzo-
dimma in-charge of  the 

Urban renewal project: OCDA begins 
clearing of verges along Aladinma
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

I
n continuation of  the 
Urban Renewal Project 
of  His Excellency Dis-

tinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma’s Shared Pros-
perity Administration, the 
State Government through 
its Development Control 
Agency which is Owerri 
Capital Development Au-
thority (OCDA) on Friday 
commenced the clearing 
of  verges along Imo State 
University Back Gate Alad-
inma in Owerri North LGA 
of  the State.

The Special Adviser to 
the Governor and General 
Manager of  Owerri Capi-
tal Development Authori-
ty (OCDA) Engr. Francis 
Chukwu who led the Oper-
ational Team of  the Agency 
to carry out the clearing ex-
ercise, explained that Gov-
ernment took the action in 
order to recover its verges 
from illegal occupants.

He stressed that the State 

Government through Ow-
erri Capital Development 
Authority (OCDA) had ear-
lier served the occupants of  
illegal structures the neces-
sary notices in order to re-
move the structures before 
the clearing of  the areas, 
pointing out that the State 
Government remains very 
sensitive to the well being 
of  the Citizens and cannot 
carryout actions such as the 
clearing of  its verges with-
out proper notification to 
the concerned people.

Engr. Chukwu disclosed 
that the Shared Prosperi-
ty Administration of  the 
Governor Senator Hope 
Uzodimma is intensifying 
plans to ensure that the 
verges are used for what 
they have been designed for, 
adding that going forward 
Government will put prop-
er structures in place in the 
recovered verges in order to 
enhance the aesthetics and 
serene nature of  the State 
Capital.

The OCDA helmsman 

South-east Zone Presiden-
tial Campaign, there is no 
doubt that the zone will 
unite to support and vote 
massively for the APC 

Presidential Candidate, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu who has all it takes 
to govern the country.

made it known that Gover-
nor Uzodimma’s  3R Policy 
Thrust of  Reconstruction, 
Rehabilitation and Recov-
ery, remains all encompass-
ing, emphasizing that it en-
tails the total  repositioning 
of  all the nooks and cran-
nies of  the State in order 
to give it a new face in line 
with ideal Global Cities.

The Governor’s Aide 

once again used the oppor-
tunity to implore those that 
erected illegal structures 
on Government verges to 
remove such as the State 
Government remains unre-
lenting in its determination 
to recover all verges and put 
the various areas to what 
they have been mapped out 
for in Owerri Capital City 
Masterplan.

NDE engages 68 Anambra youths on
skills training, resettlement loan
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

I
n its pursuit to create 
more decent jobs for the 
teeming unemployed 

Nigerians as promised, the 

National Directorate of  
Employment, NDE, has 
commenced the training of  
50 persons on Quick Fix De-
mand Driven Skills while 18 
would benefit from the Re-
settlement Loan Scheme. 

This was disclosed at the 
weekend when Anambra 
State Coordinator of  NDE, 
Mrs. Chika Ufelle was ad-
dressing the beneficiaries 
during the orientation cere-
mony in Awka. 

Ufelle noted that the 
Quick Fix Demand Driven 
Skills training was designed 
to accommodate skills train-
ing that has short training 
duration.

 “The implementation of  
this scheme in the past has 
recorded huge success as re-
gards set targets and goals. 

A good number of  the 
graduated trainees are now 
self-employed. In fact, some 
have become employers of  
labour. “The participants 
will be trained in confection-
aries, barbing, tie and dye, 
Cosmetology, Bead making, 
Helen tying among others. 

“The training will last for 
a period of  1 month upon 
which the beneficiaries are 
expected to acquire these 
marketable vocational skills 
for decent job opportuni-
ties.” 

 The Coordinator further 
said that those to benefit 
from the Resettlement Loan 
Scheme, mostly graduates 
of  the School on Wheels, 
SOW, training, would be giv-
en some equipment related 
to their chosen trades. Ac-
cording to her, “There will 
be cash component to assist 
them start off  their business-
es immediately. 

The trades include Ca-

Chairman, Nigeria Union of Journalists, NUJ,  Abia State Council, Comrade Victor Ndukwe (left), has been honoured 
with the award of  “Most Outstanding Union Leader of the Year.”

Alleged certificate racketeering in Abia Poly:  Institution assembles 
legal team against peddlers of fake news

A
bia Polytechnic, Aba 
says it’s attention has 
been drawn to a friv-

olous and malicious publica-
tion in both the online and 
mainstream media over an 
alleged certificate racketeer-
ing in the institution in rela-
tion to a National Diploma 
result issued to one Gregory 
Okwuchukwu Okoafor.

The Polytechnic stated 
that while it may not want 
to join issues with mischief  
makers who are out to tar-

nish the image of  the cita-
del of  learning, it wish to 
categorically state that the 
institution has at no time 
compromised it’s standard 
by engaging in certificate 
racketeering.

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen in Aba by 
the Public Relations Officer 
of  the Institution, Mrs Stel-
la Nwakanma, she revealed 
that the student in question 
was duly admitted by the in-
stitution and also fulfilled all 

tering, Fashion Designing, 
Electrical Installation and 
Make-up.”

 In his earlier remarks, the 
Director General of  NDE, 
Mallam Abubakar Nuhu 
Fikpo, represented by Mr. 
Offia Obinna urged the ben-
eficiaries of  the loan to make 
judicious and adequate use 
of  the equipment and the 
cash component, and repay 
the loan as at when due. 

“It is a fact that the nega-
tive effect of  unemployment 
touches virtually all house-
holds, therefore, you must 
get yourselves busy with 
your hands and establish 
yourselves to become em-
ployers of  labour. “The mo-
ment you acquire skills, you 
can go to fend for yourself  
and that is why the NDE is 
taking this bold step today, to 
train and equip you to fend 
for yourselves.” 

DG stated. It was gath-
ered that the beneficiaries 
of  the loan would be given 6 
months to work before pay-
ing back in installments for 
the stretch period of  3 years.

Some of  the equipment 
distributed to them includes 
varied pressing irons, stand 
mixers, sewing machines, 
cookers with cylinders and 
so many others.

One of  the beneficiaries, 
Okolo Augustine, who was 
trained in Electrical Instal-
lation told News Echo that,” 
for the fact I have learnt the 
work, the materials given to 
me will add more to my zeal 
in electrical installation and 
maintenance which requires 
conduit and surface wiring.

“I am very grateful and 
thank those that created this 
programme in NDE. May 
God reward them.”

conditions required for the 
issuance of  his National Di-
ploma Statement of  result.

The release stated that the 
institution is always ready to 
respond to any inquiries per-
taining to its operations in 
conformity with laid down 
procedures, pointing out that 
the institution is baffled that 
some media houses have 
thrown to the winds ethical 
issue of  balance reportage, 
which requires that the po-
sitions of  parties involved 

in an issue should be sought 
before publishing unverified 
reports.

In the statement, Abia 
Polytechnic, appealed to the 
public to disregard such ma-
licious publication, and at 
the same time warned mis-
chief  makers to desist from 
dragging the hard earned 
image of  the Polytechnic in 
the mud over selfish purpos-
es and interests considering 
that the institution is apolit-
ical in its operations.
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Editorial

he United Nations Development TF u n d  ( U N D P  h a s  s eve r a l l y 
emphasized on the impact of high 

levels of debt on development efforts on 
least developed countries (LDCs).

While debt financing remains an 
important source for achieving positive 
development outcomes in LDCs, the 
recent trends are a cause for concern and 
ultimately fails short of strengthening 
resilience to LDCs' debt vulnerability.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)-
World Bank debt sustainability analyses, 
40 per cent of LDCs and low-income 
countries are either in or at high risk of 
debt distress, while 164 others are at 
extreme risk and the trends are particularly 
unsettling for Sub-Saharan Africa

On a positive note, most LDCs have 
used government borrowing to finance 
public investments – significantly 
improving human development outcomes. 

For example, statistics revealed that 
between 1990 and 2017, the human 
development index of LDCs as a group 
increased more than twice the global 
annual average of 0.7 per cent.

Politicians and economists have long 
talked about the negative effects of an 
accumulating national debt, but cannot 
always quantify their position. This week's 
report on the long-term budget outlook 
from the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) attempts to put some hard numbers 
behind the consequences of high debt. 

The Director General of the Debt 
Management Office, Patience Oniha, 
recently said that high debt levels lead to 
high debt services and affect investment in 
infrastructure.

According  to  a  document,  she 
presented during a workshop for civil 
society organisations, planned by the 
SFTAS programme coordination unit held 
in Abuja on July 15, 2022.

I t  w a s  e n t i t l e d ,  ' W h y  D e b t 
Sustainability Is Important at the 
Subnational Level in Nigeria: Challenges 
and Prospects' and a copy of  it was 
obtained by our correspondent.

According to the DMO DG, “High 
debt levels lead to heavy debt service which 
reduces resources available for investment 
in infrastructure and key sectors of the 
economy.”

In the document, she stressed the need 
for debt sustainability, which she defined 
as the ability to service all current and 
future obligations, while maintaining 
capacity to finance policy objectives 
without resort to unduly large adjustments 

or exceptional financing such as arrears 
accumulation, debt restructuring, which 
could otherwise compromise its stability.

She added that, “A country's public 
debt is considered sustainable if  the 
government is able to meet all its current 
and future payment obligations without 
recourse  to  except ional  f inancia l 
assistance or going into default.”

However, despite the high debt service, 
the DMO has constantly insisted on the 
sustainability of Nigeria's rising debt, 
using the debt to Gross Domestic Product 
ratio as justification.

The International Monetary Fund had 
earlier warned that debt servicing might 
gulp  100  per  cent  of  the  Federal 
Government's revenue by 2026 if  the 
government failed to implement adequate 
measures to improve revenue generation.

According to the IMF's Resident 
Representative for Nigeria, Ari Aisen, 
based on a macro-fiscal stress test that was 
conducted on Nigeria, interest payments 
on debts might wipe up the country's entire 
earnings in the next four years.

Aisen said, “The biggest critical aspect 
for Nigeria is that we have done a macro-
fiscal stress test, and what you observe is 
the interest payments as a share of revenue 
and as you see us in terms of the baseline 
from the federal government of Nigeria, 
the revenue of almost 100 per cent is 
projected by 2026 to be taken by debt 
service.

“So, the fiscal space or the amount of 
revenues that will be needed and this 
without considering any shock is that most 
of the revenues of the federal government 
are now, in fact, 89 per cent and it will 
continue if nothing is done to be taken by 
debt service.”

However, The Minister of Finance, 
Budget and National Planning, Dr Zainab 
Ahmed, recently disclosed that Nigeria's 
debt service cost surpassed its revenue in 
the first four months of this year.

Debt service gulped N1.94tn between 
January and April 2022, against a retained 
revenue of N1.63tn.

It is therefore, our position that the 
federal government should reduce its 
borrowing because increased borrowing by 
the federal government would eventually 
reduce private investment in productive 
capital, because the portion of  total 
savings used to buy government securities 
would not be available to finance private 
investment. The result would be a smaller 
stock of capital and lower output and 
income in the long run than would 
otherwise be the case.

Impact of high
debt levels on least
developed countries 
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am Omatseye, the Delta 

Sstate-born chairman of  the 
Nation Newspaper, ignited 

a firestorm with his graceless 
piece, Obi-tuary, in the August 1, 
2022 edition of  the paper. There 
has  been an avalanche of  
cringing over the article steeped 
in half-truths and absolute 
falsehoods.

It is an article that is filled 
with bile as it is vile; tasteless, 
gangster- l ike,  and morbid. 
Reading the1,329 worded write-
up is like wading through a field 
of  putrid. It ranks foul as it is 
revolting.

The piece, as in Omatseye's 
style, is couched in elegant 
language and like evil could 
serenade you from looking into 
his “barren darkness of  heart” as 
was Christopher Marlow in Josef  
Conrad's gross epic, The Heart 
of  Darkness.

As it is wont to happen with 
literary merchants, Omatseye 
like Marlow, instead of  to focus 
on issues as it pertains to the 2023 
elections, decides to not only 
malign and misinform, but tell a 
comforting lie, rather than reveal 
the truth about his descent into 
madness; the lure of  living in 
lucre gleaned from the mines of  
the Lord of  Bourdillion.

At  a  t ime of  so  much 
divisions and ethnic tensions, 
one would imagine that a man 
that has seen several seasons of  
anomie like Omatseye would 

show presence of  mind and be 
drawn away from the ethnic card 
to so wantonly excite such 
anxieties about tribe and region is 
macabre and amoral.

His idea that South East 
Nigeria and Igbo in particular are 
one-dimensional in their political 
agi tat ion is  pr imit ive  and 
dangerous.

What Sam Omatseye fails to 
grasp is that the same could be 
said of  his paymaster, Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu and the 
Yoruba agitation heralded by the 
Cotonou held Sunday Igboho. 
History shows that his puppeteer 
had gone on record to voice his 
disdain for Nigeria's unity. (See 

T h i s D a y ,  t h e  S u n d a y 
Newspaper, April 13, 1997.)

The presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party, Mr. Peter 
Obi, is not known to have been 
affiliated with the IPOB agitation 
for a separate country from 
Nigeria. Rather than admit that 
much, a man who is widely 
admitted amongst his journalism 
fraternity as “writer for hire” 
takes the very low road of  
suggesting dalliances of  Mr. Obi. 
If  the coin were to be tossed in 
that matter, he and his lineage 
challenged master would fail the 
test of  scrutiny.

For Mr. Omatseye to not stay 
on the floundering campaign of  

the APC presidential candidate 
and the other “major” candidate 
demonstrates that the grandiose 
ambition of  Emi lo kan is headed 
for the rocks and what is left is to 
dash the rising of  the Eastern Sun 
in Nigeria's political firmament. 
History bears witness that as a 
merchant of  words to sustain his 
crave for the good life, Omatseye 
has aided the ruin of  this country 
and Lagos in particular.

For a man that has lived in 
Lagos that long, what his bother 
should be is why has it remained 
an unliveable city. 

Why has its infrastructure 
n o t  m a t c h e d  t h e  t o u t e d 
humungous revenue generation 

since and after the heathen god 
of  Lagos was in and out of  office. 
Is it because it is funneled to a life 
of  hedonism, materialism and 
graft?

Why has his master's name 
always been synonymous with 
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  n o t h i n g 
enduring? Asking of  Obi's legacy 
is failing to see the yearly feats of  
Anambra citizens in national 
exams. It is failing to realise that a 
good name is better than stolen 
silver and gold.

But when a man drunk on 
the Hemlock of  Bourdillion 
seeks to create a momentum on 
nothing, he barely sees beyond 
his nose.

 peek, any peek, into 

ANigeria`s  di f f icul t 
history as a country 

would immediately betray that 
there are those, many of  them 
in fact, who have contributed in 
n o  s m a l l  m e a s u r e  t o 
complicating the Nigerian 
story.

Spread across military and 
civilian circles almost in equal 
measure, whenever Nigeria`s 
book of  woes will be opened, 
these men and women will no 
d o u b t  g e t  d i s h o n o r a b l e 
readings for their misdeeds.

 However, it appears that as 
time has taken its toll on some 
of  these men and women, the 
tendency to whitewash their 
actions and make them less 
u n d e s i r a b l e  a n d  m o r e 
presentable than they can ever 
be has become appealing to 
many who revel in drawing 
perverse parallels.

I b r a h i m  B a d a m a s i 
Babangida was Nigeria`s 
military president from 1985 to 

1993, a period in which Nigeria 
found out that like an onion 
bulb, darkness can have many 
layers. He became military 
president of  Nigeria after he 
deposed Muhammadu Buhari 
in a palace coup d'état. It was 
under Babangida`s watch as 
military president that some of  
the worst atrocities committed 
against Nigeria and Nigerians 
were committed with reckless 
abandon and even glee.

 Many argue that it was 
under Babangida, in the time 
colloquially known as the 
Babangida  Era,  that  the 
political culture of  corruption 
which today stands deeply 
embedded in the country really 
blossomed.

E x e c u t i o n s  a n d 
assassinations were also hot 
commodi t i e s  dur ing  the 
B a b a n g i d a  e r a .  H av i n g 
survived two coup d`etat 
attempts, he had no qualms 
ordering the 1985 execution of  
Mamman Vatsa and the 1991 
execution of  Gideon Orkar. 

Under Babangida, hundreds of  
soldiers also went on trial.

 But it was not just soldiers. 
On October 19, 1986, Dele 
Giwa, a Nigerian journalist, 
E d i t o r  a n d  f o u n d e r  o f  
Newswatch magazine was   
killed by a parcel bomb in his 
home at Ikeja, Lagos, while in 
his study. The assassination 
occurred two days after he had 
been interviewed by State 
Security Service officials. The 
assassination has never been 
solved but   not a few Nigerians 
agree that it was sanctioned by 
the state   of  which Babangida 
was head at the time. In 2001, 
Babangida refused to testify 
before a national human rights 
commission about the murder, 
passing up in the process an 
opportunity to clear his name 
once and for all.

 I n  1 9 9 3 ,  a t  h i s t o r i c 
nat ional  pol ls,  Moshood 
Abiola swept to victory. But he 
was never to become President 
of  the country. It was yet under 
Babangida that the election 

was annulled.
 Under Babangida`s iron 

fist, dozens of  activists and 
journalists spent years in 
detent ion under  hor r i f ic 
conditions.

 Yet ,  in  sp i te  of  th is 
seemingly endless l ist  of  
atrocities conceived, hatched 
a n d  e x e c u t e d  u n d e r 
Babangida`s watch as military 
president, there are many who 
consider him a hero. These 
people, wading in the pool of  
i g n o r a n c e  t h e y  h a v e 
deliberately muddied, have 
argued that Babangida is a hero 
for the way his coup d`etat 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  u n s e a t i n g 
Muhammadu Buhari who was 
then military president of  the 
country.

Those who have been 
p e d d l i n g  t h i s  ex t r e m e ly 
reprehensible and laughable 
line of  thought on social media 
and elsewhere have argued that 
given how low the country had 
sunk under Muhammadu 
Buhari by 1985, Babangida`s 

palace coup of  1985, which 
opened the door to an era 
during which some of  the 
d e e p e s t  w o u n d s  o n  t h e 
conscience of  Nigeria was 
inflicted, was an act of  grace for 
Nigeria. This line of  argument 
is shocking to say the least.

 Nigeria may be at an all-
time low given the failed 
promises of  a government that 
whitewashed all its principal 
actors while successful ly 
brainwashing Nigerians to vote 
for it not once but twice.

 If  the mistakes of  the past 
a re  to  be  cor rec ted ,  the 
correction will not be by the 
hands of  those who don 
mendacity, mischief  and even 
malice like garbs.

Babangida remains who he 
is for all that happened to 
Nigeria under his watch. 
Buhari remains who he is for all 
that is happening to Nigeria 
under his watch. Between 
them, there may be plenty 
villains but there is certainly no 
hero.

By Emmanuel Ogbeche

Inside Omatseye's heathen heart

Tinubu Obi

Whitewashing Impunity and Iniquity 
By Kene Obiezu
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In Nigeria, there are people 
who traditionally rejoice at the 
prospect of  war. They are 
uncomfortable when there are 
no wars or new territories to 
conquer, plunder or destabilise. 
T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ' 
establishment has this same 
psychological make-up. It 
appears allergic to peace, and as 
one conflict drags to a bloody 
close, it is instigating a new one.
The US, since its painful birth 
by its surrogate British mother, 
which it turned round to fight, 
has been perpetually at war. In 
f a c t ,  s i n c e  i t s  1 7 7 7 
independence, it has been at 
war for 90 per cent of  the time. 
If  it is not carrying out genocide 
against the indigenous Indian 
population whose land it 
appropriated, then it would be 
a t  war  wi th  i t s  Mexican 
neighbours, European cousins 
such as the Spanish, its Latin 
American 'backyard' countries 
or further afield with countries 
like Libya, Somalia, Egypt, 
Vietnam, Korea, Afghanistan, 
France, and Old Yugoslavia, 
etc.
Although with no boots on the 
ground, it is actively involved in 
the on-going wars in Yemen, 
Syria and Ukraine. No war is 
too small for it as the US, like an 
elephant taking on an ant, has 
militarily fallen on fingerlings 
like Grenada and Panama.
The American psychology of  
conflict can be gleaned from its 
defence budget increases, from 
$714 billion in 2020, $768 the 
following year, to its projected 
growth to $900 billion in 2030. 
Its Cow Boy gun culture has 
resulted in 393 million guns in 
private homes. Its war industry 
is also booming with the 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
alone grossing $58.2 billion in 
2020. Between February and 
July 2022, the US supplied $6.1 
bil l ion in mili tary aid to 
Ukraine in its war with Russia.
Seventeen days after the last US 
so ld ier  le f t  Afghanis tan, 
P r e s i d e n t  Jo e  B i d e n  o n 
September 15, 2021 announced 
a new trilateral military alliance 
of  Australia, UK and US, with 
the acronym, AUKUS. It is in 
preparation for a possible 
conflict with China. Now, as the 
Ru s s o - U k r a i n i a n  Wa r  i s 
beginning to lose steam, with 
Ukraine left high and dry, the 
US is fishing for a new war in 
the waters of  Taiwan. This 
Tuesday, August 2, the fishing 

game began with an official visit 
to  Ta iwan by  US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
This is curious because the US 
knows that Taiwan is not a 
separate state, it does not 
recognise it as a country nor has 
it diplomatic relations with it, 
having cut such ties since 
January 1, 1979. In fact, the 
wor ld ,  under  the  Uni ted 
Nations (UN) Resolution 2758 
of  October 25, 1971, delisted 
Taiwan as a separate country. In 
t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  U N 
declared the Peoples Republic 
of  China as “the only legitimate 
representative of  China to the 
United Nations”.
Since Taiwan, until then, had 
sat in the world body as an 
independent country, the UN, 
which refused to call Taiwan by 
name so it does not give it any 
recognition, resolved to “expel 
forthwith the representatives of  
Chiang Kai-Shek (the regime 
occupying Taiwan) from the 
place which they unlawfully 
occupy in the United Nations 
and all the organisations related 
to it”.
The Biden administration was 
quick to distance itself  from the 
Speaker ' s  v i s i t ,  wi th  the 
President saying the visit is “not 
a good idea”. But I do not think 
Pelosi, who President Donald 
Trump valued no more than a 
foot-mat, would have been 
allowed to engage in such a high 
profile and potentially risky 
fo re ign  re la t ions  gambi t 
without official state backing. 
The constitutional duties of  the 
American House, which are to 
make laws and scrutinise the 
work of  government, does not 
include the conduct of  foreign 
relations. Since Pelosi is no 
tourist looking for exotic 
beaches to visit, her presence in 
t h e  C h i n e s e  t e r r i t o r y  i s 
politically motivated; it might 
be to deliberately heighten 
tension between Beijing and 
Washington, using Taiwan as a 
pawn.
China reacted angrily to Pelosi's 
visit, but which serious country 
will not respond as such to the 
violation of  its territory? Would 
the US not shoot down any 
foreign aircraft that flies to the 
island group of  Hawai without 
permission? Will the United 
Kingdom not react in a similar 
manner if  Pelosi were to fly to 
Northern Ireland without 
official permission? Indeed, 
when in 1995 the self-styled 
President of  Taiwan, Lee Teng-

hui, made a stopover in Hawaii 
en route to Latin America, the 
US denied him a visa and Teng-
hui did not even disembark his 
aircraft.
P e l o s i ,  w r i t i n g  i n  T h e 
Washington Post of  August 2, 
said her visit was in line with the 
American-Taiwanese shared 
interests and values of  “…self-
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  s e l f -
government, democracy and 
freedom, human dignity and 
human rights”. When these 
claims of  Pelosi are subjected to 
the reality of  the American 
domination, repression and 
suppression of  the Puerto Rican 
peoples, they are exposed as 
hypocritical.
First, how do you talk about 
self-determination by a territory 
such as Taiwan that is part of  a 
country,  unless  there are 
negotiations or constitutional 
provisions? Secondly, it is 
important to understand that 
until 1949, Taiwan was ruled 
from mainland China by the 
grand-parents of  the same 
people who run Taiwan today. 
There was a civil war in China 
in which government forces 
w e r e  d e f e a t e d ,  a n d  t h e 
remnants fled the mainland to 
occupy Taiwan. So the peoples 
of  China and Taiwan are the 
same. In contrast, the people of  
Puerto Rico and America are 
not the same people, have no 
similar cultures, history or 
language, as the former speak 
Spanish and the latter, English. 
While Americans are free to 
vote in presidential elections, 
Puerto Ricans are denied the 
vote.
Puerto Rico was never part of  
the US. It was a colony of  Spain 
and when America won the 
1894 Spanish-American War, it 
replaced Spain as the colonial 
master and until today, has 
refused to grant that country of  
3 , 2 8 5 , 8 7 4  p e o p l e 
independence. The US rejected 
the 1914 Puerto Rican House of  
D e l e g a t e s '  v o t e  f o r 
independence and jailed Puerto 
Ricans  who ag i ta ted  fo r 
independence.
The most famous Puerto Rican 
jailed in the US for demanding 
independence was Oscar López 
Rivera, who was set free in May, 
2017, after spending 38 years in 
jail! Also, the US has for three 
decades now, rejected the 
United Nations Decolonisation 
Committee's recognition of  
Puerto Rico's right to self-

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d 
independence.
It is hypocritical for Pelosi and 
her handlers to fly all the way to 
China to say it is defending 
T a i w a n ' s  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -
determination, while at home 
the US denies the peoples of  
Puerto Rico, Guam, American 
Samoa, Northern Mariana 
Islands and the US Virgin 
Islands even the basic right to 
vote. President Tsai Ing-wen 

vowed before Pelosi  that 
Taiwan “… will do whatever it 
takes to strengthen its self-
defence capabilities”. She will 
find out like Ukraine, that the 
US would not risk a single 
American soul  to defend 
Taiwan.
Owei  Lakemfa,  a  former 
secretary general of  African 
workers, is a human rights 
activist, journalist and author.

By Owei Lakemfa

After Ukraine, US fishes for new
war in Taiwanese waters
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he  Academic  S ta f f  TUnion of  Universities 
(ASUU) has responded 

to the statement credited to the 
Minister of  State for Labour 
and Employment, Mr Festus 
Keyamo, accusing the federal 
government of  not showing any 
commitment  to  reach an 
agreement that will end the 
ongoing strike by the university 
lecturers.

Keyamo had on Friday 
stated on a live TV programme 
that it would be unrealistic for 
the federal government to 
borrow money to pay the 
salaries of  lecturers.

“Should we go and borrow 
to pay N1.2trillion yearly?” 
Keyamo queried.

“You cannot allow one 
sector of  the economy to hold 
you by the jugular and then 
blackmail you to go and borrow 
N1.2 trillion for overheads 
when our total income would be 
about N6.1 trillion. And you 
have roads to build, health 
centres to build, and other 
sectors to take care of,” the 
minister reportedly added.

The ASUU President, Prof. 
Emmanuel Osodeke disclosed 
this while reacting to the 
Minister of  State for Labour 
and Employment ,  Fes tus 
Keyamo's claim that it was 
unrealistic for the Federal 
Government to borrow money 
to end the five-month-old strike.

H e  l a m e n t e d  t h a t  a 
p r o l o n g e d  c r i s i s  i n  t h e 
university system in the country 
may lead to a mass exodus of  
highly qualified university staff  
to other countries.

“Nigerians should ask the 
federal government what they 
have proposed to pay, what have 
they done about it? Have we 
ever mentioned N1.1 trillion 
any day?

“You see, what we are seeing 
is that government officials just 
go to the media and speak every 
day without having any idea 
what they are talking about. We 
a r e  g o i n g  t o  r e s p o n d 
appropriately,” he said.

Reacting to the proposed 
salary increase for lecturers 
which the government said 
would probably gulp huge 
amounts of  money, Osedeke 
said ASUU did not mention any 
figure during negotiations with 
the government team.

“We have never mentioned 
any amount or  done any 
calculation. It is not our duty to 

do any calculation, we are 
asking for a salary review after 
20 years; it is their duty to state 
the amount they will be able to 
pay based on what we proposed 
and we have done that with two 
committees- Munzali Jibril and 
the recent one -Nimi Briggs and 
we reached an agreement but 
they went back and they didn't 
reach out to us.

“This time again, they set up 
a committee headed by Prof. 
Nimi Briggs and we finished 
with the committee and they 
still didn't get back to us. 
Keyamo is talking about the 
figure, but we can't talk about 
figures when we have not 
reached an agreement,” he 
added.

Responding to Keyamo's 
c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government cannot afford to 
pay the lecturers a new wage, 
the ASUU's president said: “Let 
me put it this way; if  you send a 
lawyer to represent you in a 
case, will he go and sign an 
agreement without getting 

permission from you?”
Osedake said that the federal 

g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f u l l y 
represented in the talks that led 
to the proposal.

“In that committee, we have 
officials from the Salaries, 
I n c o m e  a n d  W a g e s 
Commission; Ministry of  
Labour and Employment; 
Ministry of  Education, Federal 
C h a r a c t e r  C o m m i s s i o n ; 
Ministry of  Justice; Ministry of  
Finance, Budget and Planning. 
They were all present at the 
nego t ia t ion  on  the  d ra f t 
p r o p o s a l  a n d  n o b o d y 
complained,” he said.

He said that even if  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  a n y 
reservations or disagreements 
with the draft proposal the best 
way was to get back to the 
negotiating table to sort things 
out, instead of  going to the press 
to play to the gallery.

He said that as of  yesterday, 
the government had not reached 
out to the union on the matter.

O n  t h e  m o v e  b y  t h e 

government to repudiate the 
Briggs proposals, Osodeke said: 
“By labour laws, they have no 
right to repudiate it. It f  you 
have an issue, you go

“More importantly, these 
delay tactics may lead to the loss 
of  our best  brains in the 
universities, by the time it ends. 
Do they think that they can owe 
university lecturers six months 
without consequences? Is there 
any country in the world where 
that will happen?

“The result is that they will 
l eave  in  d roves  to  o the r 
countries. And many of  them 
that will remain will not take the 
university job serious again 
because they are used to other 
things they are doing which 
they have found out are better 
than teaching. It is the Nigerian 
students and people who will 
suffer it.”

Meanwhile, the registrar of  
the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board, Professor 
Ishaq Oloyede has appealed to 
the Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities to sheathe its sword 
and come to a truce with the 
Federal Government over their 
ongoing strike.

According to the JAMB 
registrar, both parties will have 
to take hard decisions if  the 
i s s u e s  a r e  t o  b e  s o l v e d 
permanently,

He made the comments 
during a tour of  some centres in 
Lagos where JAMB's mop-up 
Unified Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination held.

 “I appeal to ASUU, I appeal 
to government,” Professor 
Oloyede said. “Please solve the 
problem so our children can go 
back to school.

“Even if  ASUU goes back to 
the classroom, that will not 
prevent it from happening 
tomorrow.

“I believe that what we 
should do is to look at the 
system. And take some very 
hard decisions.

“If  we do not take hard 
decisions, we are postponing 
the evil day.”

The academics are seeking 
improved welfare, revitalisation 
of  public universities and 
academic autonomy among 
other demands.

One bone of  contention for 
the academics is the non-
p a y m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y 
revitalisation funds, which 
amounts to about N1.1 trillion.

But the Federal Government 
has said it doesn't have the 

money to pay such an amount, 
citing low oil prices during the 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
administration.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  w a s 
reportedly struck in 2009.

Another is the issue of  the 
I n t e g r a t e d  P a y r o l l  a n d 
Personnel Information System 
(IPPIS).

T h e  a c a d e m i c s  h a v e 
proposed an alternative payroll 
s y s t e m ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
T r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  S o l u t i o n 
(UTAS).

FG Can't Borrow N1.1trn to 
End ASUU Strike – Festus 
Keyamo

Ear l ie r  on  Fr iday,  the 
Minister of  State for Labour 
and Employment ,  Fes tus 
Keyamo, said it was unrealistic 
for the Federal Government to 
borrow money to end the 
months-long strike embarked 
by the Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities.

He made the comment while 
s p e a k i n g  o n  C h a n n e l s 
Television's Politics Today.

“Should we go and borrow 
to pay N1.2 trillion yearly?

“You cannot allow one 
sector of  the economy to hold 
you by the jugular and then 
blackmail you to go and borrow 
N1.2 trillion for overheads 
when our total income would be 
about N6.1 trillion. And you 
have roads to build, health 
centres to build, other sectors to 
take care of.”

The Minister urged parents 
across the country to beg 
ASUU.

“Like the President said the 
other time, those who know 
them, appeal to their sense of  
patriotism,” he said.

“Let them go back to classes. 
They are not the only one in 
Nigeria. They are not the only 
ones feeding from the federal 
purse. The nation cannot grind 
to a halt because we want to take 
care of  the demands of  ASUU.”

ASUU's Demands
ASUU embarked on a four-

we e k  wa r n i n g  s t r i k e  o n 
February 14.

On March 14, the union 
extended the industrial action 
by another two months to allow 
the government meet all of  its 
demands. A 12-week extension 
was announced on May 9.

Since May 9, the union has 
remained on strike, vowing to 
persist until its demands are 
met.

FG can't borrow N1.1trn to end ASUU
strike – Festus Keyamo
...FG using delay tactics to prolong strike -ASUU replies

Keyamo

Osodeke
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t was a glamorous fanfare at IEgbu autonomous community 
i n  O w e r r i  N o r t h  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Imo State, 
last week, as indigenes and visitors 
of  the community celebrated the 
2022 Mgbugbuzo/Iri Ji of  Egbu 
cultural festival. 

Ce lebrants  c lad  in  the i r 
beautiful native clothes as they 
merry nourishing food embelished 
with fish and meat. Masquerades 
of  several kinds were at hand to 
display alongside traditional 
dances to give more spectacular 
a n d  s c e n i c  c o l o r a t i o n  a n d 
appreciation to the festivity, leaving 
t h e  a u d i e n c e  a e s t h e t i c a l ly 
enter tained and emotionally 
relived.

The festival is celebrated 
annually by the 21 kindreds that 
constitute Egbu autonomous 
community who are effectively 
represented in Oha Egbu Council 
of  Elders. Yam is chiefly eaten 
during the celebration, just as the 
sumptuously cooked maize (oka) 
salad with oil bean. The festival 

signifies peace, serenity and unity. 
During this period no one quarrels, 
fights or calls police for anybody no 
m a t t e r  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e 
p r o v o c a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e 
community uses the day to eulogise 
God for giving them bountiful 
harvest, as well as keeping them 
alive to harvest and enjoy the fruit 
of  their labour.

In his address of  welcome, the 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r  o f  E g b u 
autonomous community, HRM, 
Eze Mitchel Uchenna Egbukole 
( O c h o r o n m a  V 1  o f  E g b u 
Kingdom), explained that the 
festival is a long age cultural festival 
that was "handed over from 
generation to generation. It dates 
back to time immemorial. It is an 
annual festival that heralds the 
beginning of  the harvesting of  New 
Yam...That may be reason Maize, 
which is one of  the crops that is due 
for harvesting at that time of  the 
festival is used today in the 
ce lebra t ion" .  Eze  Egbukola 
highlighted that the significance of  
the festival is peace, tranquility, 

reconciliation and unity, stressing 
that the Mgbugbuzo/Iri Ji Egbu 
cultural festival starts "with truce by 
the Oha Egbu Council of  Elders 
which lasts for a period of  3 weeks. 
T h e  t r u c e  s i g n i f i e s  p e a c e, 
tranquility, serenity, reconciliation 
and togetherness. The end of  the 
truce is then followed by the display 
of  masquerades and other cultural 
dances while the grand finale is 
marked with eating of  sumptuous 
cooked maize (oka) salad bean 
w h i c h  i s  w h a t  t h e  f e s t i va l 
represents. There are also cultural 
displays and dances".

The monarch, who remarked 
that the event is witnessed by 
people from all social strata given to 

its richness and wide acceptability, 
thanked the organizing committee, 
personalities and other natives for 
participating actively in the festival.

With the President-General of  
the community, Prof. Sidney 
Iheanyi Onyeagu, corroborating 
that during the period of  20 days of  
truce  declared by Oha Egbu 
Council of  Elders all sons and 
daughters of  Egbu are expected to 
live in peace and harmony, pointing 
out that as the festival lasts "nobody 
quarrels, fights, no police case or 
whatever tussle or conflict. We are 
equally expected to keep our 
environments clean. This is the way 
we are expected to live, not only 
during the truce, but also after the 

end of  the truce and Mgbugbuzo 
celebrations. There are 21 kindreds 
in Egbu who are represented in the 
Oha Egbu Council of  Elders".

Describing the Mgbugbuzo 
cultural festival as a rich tradition 
which has been cherished by 
natives of  Egbu, lawmaker who 
represents Owerri North State 
Constituency in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. Philip 
Ejiogu, cheerfully thanked those 
who organised the event, the people 
of  Egbu, visitors for participating in 
the festival, just as he appreciated 
the traditional ruler of  Egbu 
autonomous community, HRM, 
Eze Mitchel Uchenna Egbukole, 
for being good to his subjects and 

strangers alike.
E j i o g u 

said he would 
c o n t i nu e  t o 
identify with 
the people at 
the grassroots 
i n  o r d e r  t o 
make them feel 
the impact of  
his quality and 
f a i r 
representation, 
just as he does 
to those at the 
u r b a n  a n d 
suburb areas, 
vowing that he 
would always 
use his position 
to affect the 
l i ve s  o f  h i s 
cons t i tuent s 
positively in 
order to put 

smiles on their faces, reduce 
p ove r t y,  s u f f e r i n g ,  r a n c o r, 
unemployment, violence and 
crime, saying when people are 
empowered through functional 
infrastructure such as electricity, 
good road network, functional 
healthcare, including quality and 
affordable education, good market 
environment and employment they 
will be productive and crime would 
reduce minimally.

"I will continue to be with the 
people of  Owerri North especially 
those at the grassroots. I will always 
use my position to attract goodies 
for my people with a view to 
affecting their lives positively. Give 
me your mandate again in 2023, I 
shall do better and do more human 

oriented projects to advance 
goodness, healthy living and 
development", Ejiogu maintained.

Thus, one of  the elders of  
Egbu, Chukwuemeka Okoro, 
commented that "Mgbugbuzo is a 
revered tradition of  yam eating by 
Egbu clan. We are celebrating the 
f e s t iva l  because  we  a lways 
appreciate God for keeping us alive 
after toiling hard during farming 
season. We are showing off  to the 
entire world that Egbu people have 
a rich tradition which we revere. 
Mgbugbuzo breeds respect among 
young people to their elders. We are 
deeply happy for the festival".

Advising youths of  Egbu to 
always take part in the festival in 
order to preserve it for the future 
generation as their fathers and 
forefathers did, a culturally inclined 
youth from Umuofor village in 
Egbu Kingdom, Mr. Loveday 
Chieme Iheme, told them to 
"emulate the footsteps of  our elders 
to enable us to uphold the rich 
festival. Mgbugbuzo is our culture 
kept for us by our elders as founded 
by our good ancestors".

Iheme emphasized that "one 
good thing about Mgbugbuzo 
festival is that it is not fetish. It is 
geared towards praising God for a 
bountiful harvest and we are 
celebrating God's handwork and 
blessings upon us. We are asking 
God to keep us alive to witness yet 
another Mgbugbuzo festival. 
Above all, we are indeed grateful to 
God Almighty for giving us life, as 
well as keeping us: we harvest yam, 
we eat yam, we give God glory for 
blessing our land richly."

Mgbugbuzo Egbu cultural festival signifies peace,
togetherness, reconciliation - Indigenes

By Ikenna Orioha

During the celebration of Mgbugbuzo Egbu cultural festival held at All Saints Egbu Owerri North last week.
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Law & Society

A
 Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria and renowned 
Human Rights Activist, 

Femi Falana has lent his voice to 
the recent controversies which 
the legal profession is embroiled 
in.

It is common knowledge 
that all has not been well with 
the legal profession in the past 
f e w  w e e k s  a s  v a r i o u s 
c o n s t i t u t i n g  b l o c s  a n d 
prominent lawyers taking sides 
against each other on various 
issues ranging from the just 
c o n c l u d e d  e l e c t i o n s  i n t o 
National offices, the alleged 
cl ient solicitation scandal 
involving a Partner at the law 
firm of  the Chairman of  the 
B o dy  o f  B e n c h e r s,  Wo l e 
O l a n i p e k u n  S A N ,  t h e 
controversial letter of  the NBA 

President, Olumide Akpata for 
the resignation of  the BoB Chair, 
and subsequent reactions from 
Senior Lawyers who have 
mostly berated the letter.

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
developments, the Learned Silk 
and Social Critic warned against 
the entrenchment of  class 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e 
Association by Senior Lawyers.

According to him, such 
stratification which he described 
as “reckless” led to the abolition 
of  the rank of  Queen's Counsel 
in the first republic, and fears 
r e c e n t  a c t ions  by  Se n io r 
Advocates may reawaken an 
agitation by junior lawyers for 
the abolition of  the rank of  
Senior Advocate.

He said: “Ours is a class 

society. Hence, some senior 
lawyers are bent on sustaining 
the status quo. It is doubtful if  
such senior lawyers are aware 
that the reckless stratification of  
the legal profession into inner 
and outer bar led to the abolition 
of  the rank of  Queen's Counsel 
(QC) in the first republic.

The rank was however 
reintroduced as Senior Advocate 
of  Nigeria (SAN) under the 
defunct military junta in 1975.

I won't be surprised if  young 
lawyers are compelled to resume 
the campaign for the abolition of  
the rank of  SAN!”

F a l a n a  f u r t h e r  c i t e d 
examples of  similar common 
law jurisdictions where the rank 
of  Queen's Counsel or Senior 
Advocate has been abolished as 

a result of  agitation by 
junior lawyers.

He added: “The 
appointment of  new 
Queen's Counsel was 
suspended in England 
i n  2 0 0 3 .  M a n y 
lawyers campaigned 
for its abolition. It was 
however reintroduced 
in November 2004 but 
that future appointees 
would be selected not 
by the government but 
by a 9-member panel.

L i k e  N i ge r i a , 
Ghana had abolished 
the rank of  Queen's 
Counsel. In 1990, the 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
G h a n a  B a r 
A s s o c i a t i o n  h a d 
resolved to institute 
the rank of  Senior 
Advocate of  Ghana 
(SAG). But it was 
struck down by the 
High Court of  Ghana 
in the case of  Ward-
Brew vs. Ghana Bar 
Association (NO 1) 
[1993-94] 2 GLR 439-
453.

In the UK and 
m a n y  o t h e r 
commonwealth law 
c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e 
campaign for  the 
abolition of  the QC 
and similar ranks has 
not ceased.”

He also canvassed that 
rather than engage in unhelpful 
and unhealthy bickerings, 
lawyers, both Senior and Junior, 
should come together and focus 
on using the law to effect change 
in our country.

He said: “It is in the interest 
of  senior and junior lawyers to 
have one virile and indivisible 
bar. Instead of  engaging in 
sterile debates we should use the 
law to address insecurity in the 
society, mismanagement of  the 
economy, grand corruption, 
human rights abuse of  the 
masses and unemployment of  
young lawyers. For instance, the 
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Federation has refused to 
prosecute 400 sponsors of  the 
satanic boko haram sect and 

61,000 terror suspects detained 
in the north east zone. The 
Police Establishment Act, 2020 
prescribe that a legal practitioner 
shall be assigned to every police 
station in Nigeria. Since there 
are not less than 5,000 police 
s t a t i o n s  t h a t  m e a n s  j o b 
opportunities for at least 5,000 
jobs for young lawyers.”

You will recall that earlier 
this week, a Former Chairman 
of  the National Human Rights 
Commiss ion,  Prof .  Chid i 
Odinkalu had tackled a Senior 
Advocate of  Nigeria, Jibrin 
Okutepa over an article wherein 
the latter supposedly castigated 
the actions of  junior lawyers.

According to Odinkalu, 
“junior lawyers are legitimately 
concerned about the fate of  a 
profession in which the only 
rules that seem applicable to 
their seniors is impunity, while 
all the rules of  professional 
conduct apply only to lawyer 
No-Names.”

He continued: “If  Seniors 
are going to insist on creating an 
exception for themselves from 
rules supppsed to apply to us all 
lawyers and then monopolise 
avenues for  holding them 
accountable, Okutepa should 
not complain if  the young 
lawyers resort to the only 
platform that seniors cannot 
control.”

TheNigeriaLawyer recalls 
the subtle contest for Supremacy 
between Senior and Junior 
Lawyers in the NBA reached its 
peak in the prelude to the 2020 
National Elections of  the 
Association which brought the 
O l u m i d e  A k p a t a - l e d 
administration on board.

Notably, a letter was written 
by a Life Bencher, Adegboyega 
Awolowo SAN to a Former 
President of  the Association, 
Chief  T.J.O. Okpoko SAN titled 
“ N BA .  H E R  F U T U R E ” , 
alluded to a grand conspiracy by 
junior lawyers to compromise 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  S e n i o r 
Advocates in the Association by 
electing a Non-Senior Advocate 
as President of  the Association 
for the first time since her return 
in 1998.

Stratification of legal profession by Senior
Advocates reckless, may lead to abolition
of rank — Falana SAN
...Says Senior Advocate rank has been abolished in some commonwealth countries due to agitation

by young lawyers

...Says it is in the interest of  the entire profession to have a united bar

...Urges lawyers to explore ways of  using the law to address national challenges

Falana



News

Ebubeagu, ‘Unknown gunmen’
on rampage in Imo, Anambra 

By Grace Ofurum,
Anthony Ogbekile

H
oodlums suspected 
to be members of  
the proscribed In-

digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) and their militia 
affiliates, Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) have at-
tacked Agwa Police Station 
in Ohaji-Egbema area of  
Imo state. 

The gunmen who were 
many came with two vehi-
cles and a tipper, shooting 
sporadically and used the 
tipper vehicle in knocking 
down the gate of  the po-
lice station to gain entrance 
into the station, throwing 
Improvised Explosives De-
vices (IEDS) and petrol 
bombs.  According to the 
police spokesman Mike 
Abattam, “the police oper-
atives of  the division joined 
by the Command’s Tactical 
Teams gave the hoodlums 
a stiff  resistance, engaging 
them in a gun duel. 

The hoodlums, who 
were fatally hit with a lot 
of  casualty on their side, 
retreated, escaping in their 
vehicles”.  “The fire which 
affected a parked private car 
and some motorcycles was 
later put off, preventing it 
from causing more damag-
es. 

Fortunately, the building 
was not affected.  In the 
attack, two suspects in cus-
tody escaped, four police 
officers gallantly paid the 
supreme price, while one 
rifle is yet to be recovered. 

Meanwhile, the area has 
been fortified with enough 
police operatives.” The 
Commissioner of  Police , 
Imo State, CP Mohammed 
Ahmed Barde psc(+), who 
visited   the scene on con -
fidence building patrol and 
on the spot assessment of  
the incident, visited the Eze 
of  the Community, HRH 
Eze (Dr) I. O Asor (fcin) in 
his Palace where he assured 
him and members his com-
munity of  the Command’s 
commitment in ensuring 
that peace is restored and 
the Command will leave 
no stone unturned until the 
perpetrators of  this dastard-
ly act are arrested and made 
to face the full wrath of  the 
law.

He further enjoined them 
to report any person seen 
treating bullet wounds or 
hiding within their commu-
nities to the nearest police 
station.

In Izombe, the headquar-
ters of  Oguta Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo state, 
first hand information say 
gunshots, burning and van-
dalization of  vehicles has 
become the order of  the 
day by men suspected to be 
from the dreaded Ebubeagu 
security outfit. 

People now live in fear of  
the unknown and the un-
certainty of  life in the next 
minute has become more 
palpable. 

Recall that shortly after 
the Awomma mma mas-
sacre where about 14 guest 
were reportedly killed, the 
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12 passengers escape death as
bus catches fire on Onitsha head
bridge 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
welve passengers 
on Sunday escaped 
death when a com-

mercial bus went up in 
flames at the Onitsha bridge 
head, Onitsha Anambra 
State.

 News Echo gathered 
that the incident, which oc-
curred around 1.02pm, was 
said to have been caused by 
electric fault.

 It was also learnt that 
that the occupants of  the 
bus heading to Onitsha 

from Warri escaped before 
the vehicle caught fire. 

The Anambra State Sec-
tor Commander of  the 
Federal Road Safety Corp 
(FRSC), Mr. Adeoye Ire-
lewuyi, while confirming 
the incident, put the time 
of  the incident at 1302HRS, 
saying no life was lost.

“A Hummer bus is on 
flame inside the bridge. The 
Fire Service has been alert-
ed. All passengers are safe. 

The bus has been re-
moved. There is free flow of  
traffic on both section of  the 
expressway,” he stated.

Abia State Poly students in disarray of de-accreditation.

T
he Federal High 
Court sitting in La-
gos has ordered the 

Estate of  the late Ide Aha-
ba of  Asaba, Chief  Sun-
ny Odogwu to pay Access 
Bank Plc N26billion as a 
judgment debt, in compli-
ance with a November 3, 
2015, judgment.

Justice Daniel Osiagor 
affirmed the bank’s N26b 
claim as canvassed by its 
counsel, Mr. Kemi Balo-
gun, SAN who led Olamide 
Balogun Esq.

The judge, in a judgment 
on Friday, dismissed the 
preliminary objection filed 
by the Estate through its 
counsel Tony Idigbe SAN, 
challenging the bank’s 
claim and the court’s juris-
diction.

He affirmed the Novem-
ber 3, 2015 judgment of  Jus-
tice Saliu Saidu in suit num-
ber: FHC/L/CS/1633/14, 
which ordered the defend-
ants to pay their outstand-
ing indebtedness of  N26b 
to Access Bank.

The judge invalidated a 

Judgment Debt: Court Orders Sonny Odogwu’s 
estate to pay Access Bank N26b

consent judgment in which 
parties in the suit agreed on 
the payment of  a lower sum 
of  N12 billion as a full and 
final payment.

He noted that the said 
consent judgment was 
made by a court which was 
functus officio, thus lacked 
the jurisdiction to grant 
such order.

The defendants, in their 
preliminary objection, had 
argued that having taken 
benefit of  the consent judg-
ment, the plaintiff  bank 
could not turn around and 
ask the court to set aside 
same.

However, Access Bank 
in its claim before the court 
said the consent judgment 
was flawed in that it was 
delivered by a court that 
lacked jurisdiction to enter-
tain it as of  the time it was 
entered as a consent judg-
ment.

The bank, through Balo-
gun, said the matter having 
been placed in the bossom 
of  the Court of  Appeal, the 
lower court that entered the 

… Four police officers killed in Imo police station attack
… Izombe residents vacate homes in fear
… JTF cracks down hoodlum’s camp in Ukpor, Nnewi, recover vehicles, arms, 
charms, coffin, military wears

same Ebubeagu invade d 
Izombe community and 
youths from the community 
gathered together in protest 
with the Ebubeagu officers 
shooting to scare the angry 
protesters away.

These incidents occur 

barely days after gunmen 
opened fire on men from 
the Hausa community 
in Orogwe, Owerri West 
LGA, with seven persons 
confirmed dead. Communi-
ty sources revealed to News 
Echo that the attack was a 

retaliatory one, after secu-
rity operatives suspected to 
be members of  Ebubeagu 
Security outfit came to the 
village and whisked a youth 
away.  

Anambra state Joint Task 
Force JTF has tracked down 

the camp of  the Unknown 
gunmen at Ukpor Nnewi 
South Local Government. 
Reports say that security 
agents have recovered cars, 
charms, coffin, and military 
wears and apprehended the 
Hoodlums for further inter-
rogation.

 Unknown Gunmen have 
been terrorizing Anambra 
State for a while now until 
the people and the govern-
ment of  Anambra State de-
cided to fight them head-on.

consent judgment as the 
judgment of  the court was 
functus officio (lacked juris-
diction).

Balogun contended that 
the only court that had the 
power to adjudicate on such 
matter at that level was the 
appellate court.

Justice Osiagor, uphold-
ing the Senior Advocate’s 
argument, nullified the con-
sent judgment entered by 
Justice Rilwan Aikawa, on 
the ground that the court 
lacked jurisdiction to grant 
such order as it was functus 
officio of  the matter at the 
time.

The judge then affirmed 
the earlier judgment of  Jus-
tice Saidu which ordered 
the defendants to pay their 
outstanding indebtedness 
of  N26 billion.

He dismissed the N12 
billion consent judgment 
granted by Justice Aikawa, 
noting that courts of  coor-
dinate jurisdiction cannot 
grant a consent judgment 
after a matter has been de-
cided.

Justice Osiagor ordered 
that the payment must be 
less all amounts earlier paid 
by the judgment debtor to 
the bank.

The court also awarded 
a cost of  N200,000 against 
the defendants.

It would be recalled that 
Access Bank Plc and Odog-
wu entered into a N26bil-
lion loan agreement when 
he was alive.

The late businessman 
wanted to use the facility to 
build luxury apartments to 
be known as Le Meridien 
Grand Towers in highbrow 
Ikoyi, Lagos.

In line with global best 
practices, the bank demand-
ed for collateral security.

Thus, Odogwu mort-
gaged prime properties in 
Lagos, Abuja, Dubai, and 
Los Angeles to Access Bank 
in return for the facility.

After the death of  the 
businessman, the mort-
gaged properties eventually 
became subjects of  litiga-
tion.



Irete indigenes, Azuoma, Okpe, receive 
cabinet chieftaincy over patriotism, fairness
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Ikonne’s victory in 2023 ‘ll guarantee justice,
stability, says Ikpeazu
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has  said  that 

justice, equity and political 
stability tally with  the emer-
gence of  the next Governor 
of  Abia State from the Isiala 
Ngwa area of  Abia central 
senatorial district. He stated 
this while receiving a dele-
gation of  the representatives 
of  the leaders of  the people 
of  Isiala Ngwa North LGA 
led by the Chairman of  the 
State Council of  Traditional 
Rulers, HRM Eze Joseph 
Nwabeke at Governor’s 
Lodge Aba.m Governor Ik-
peazu made it clear that the 
emergence of  a Governor 
from the other half  of  Abia 
Central was in accordance 
with the spirit and letters of  
the Abia Charter of  Equity. 

He noted that the Abia 
Charter of  Equity was en-
tered into in 1981 between 
the old Umuahia and Aba 
Senatorial Zones with the 
recognition of  Isuikwuato 
as a District.

According to the Gover-
nor, while the old Umuahia 
Senatorial Zone represents 
the entire old Bende of  to-
day covering the entire Abia 
North Senatorial District 
and the Umuahia half  of  
Abia Central, the old Aba 
Senatorial Zone represents 
the entire Old Aba Division 
covering today’s Abia South 
Senatorial District and the 
Ngwa half  of  Abia Central. 
Ikpeazu posited that while 
the old Umuahia Senatorial 
Zone has produced two con-
secutive Governors span-
ning 16 straight years, the 
old Aba Senatorial Zone is 
just about completing their 

initial 8 years, and as such it 
is only just for the old Aba 
Zone to take another shot 
at the Governorship seat 
to bring it at par with their 
brothers from old Umuahia 
zone, adding that the choice 
of  a running mate from 
the old Isuikwuato District 
which is today’s Isuikwua-
to and Umunneochi LGAs 
puts the Abia Charter of  
Equity in full swing.

Governor Ikpeazu noted 
that the election of  his suc-
cessor from Isiala Ngwa in 
2023 will pave the way for 
the completion of  the full 
swing of  the Charter of  Eq-
uity allowing the rotation to 
commence again from Abia 
North, thereby giving every 
known section of  the State 
a proper sense of  belonging.

He stated that the choice 
of  Professor Uche Ikonne 
was as a result of  his prov-
en track record of  experi-
ence in administration and 
public service, and tasked 
the people of  Isiala Ngwa 
North LGA to seize this 
great historical opportunity, 
expressing confidence in the 
ability of  Professor Ikonne 
to deliver the dividends of  
democracy to the people of  
Abia State.

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
also explained that while 
Osisioma Ngwa LGA was 
part of  Abia Central, it was 
impracticable and unjust for 
his successor to come from 
Osisioma Ngwa because 
Osisioma Ngwa and Obing-
wa belong to the same feder-
al constituency. 

According to him, getting 
his successor from Osisioma 
Ngwa is akin to getting his 
successor from Obingwa, 
his own LGA.

Ikpeazu maintained that 

no other equation will just-
ly provide an equitable ex-
planation to the question 
of  management of  power 
rotation in the State and 
appealed to the people of  
Abia State to elect Professor 
Ikonne as the next Gover-
nor of  Abia State.

He thanked the people of  
Isiala Ngwa North LGA for 
their consistent support to 
his administration assuring 
them that he has enjoyed 
the unparalleled support 
of  their sons and daughters 
who work with him in his 
Government. 

Speaking earlier, the 
leader of  the delegation 
and Chairman of  the State 
Council of  Traditional Rul-
ers, Eze Joseph Nwabeke 

told the Governor that 
the people of  Isiala Ngwa 
North are grateful to him for 
his warm and positive dis-
position towards the people 
of  Isiala Ngwa North and 
assured him that since the 
PDP has chosen their can-
didate from there, the peo-
ple will do the needful. He 
noted that the Governor has 
left enduring legacies in the 
administration of  the State.

Also speaking for each of  
the 4 clans in Isiala Ngwa 
North LGA - Ntigha, Ng-
waukwu, Nsulu and Nw-
aoha, the Chief  of  Staff  to 
the Governor, Chief  Okey 
Ahiwe, the Commissioner 
for Local Government and 
Chieftaincy Affairs, Rt Hon 
Prince Christopher Enwer-

By Ikenna Orioha

I
n recognition of  his in-
tegrity and capacity to 
help promote develop-

ment in Irete autonomous 
community, a frontline 
community leader, Chief  
Aginwa Azuoma, has been 
conferred with a cabinet 
chieftaincy title by the tra-
ditional ruler of  the com-
munity, HRH, Eze Ethel-
bert C. Ekwelibe.

The ceremony which 
took place as part of  the 
event marking the 2022 
Igbanta cultural festival of  
the community was held 
last week with the illustri-

ous sons and daughters of  
the community, as well as 
dignitaries from across the 
state, gracing it.

Speaking immediately af-
ter the honor, the honoree, 
Azuoma, said that the con-
ferment of  the chieftaincy 
title on him by Eze Ek-
welibe was well deserved, 
as the traditional ruler de-
scribed him as triple chief, 
noting that as the cabinet 
chief  representing Umu-
oyo village, his people will 
benefit immensely from 
his role as he will always 
stand on truth and handle 
all matters justly, fairly, ir-
respective of  one’s social 
standing in the community, 

The ongoing reconstruction of market at Oru-Oboro autonomous Community in Ikwuano LGA of Abia State.

emadu, Commissioner for 
Works, Barrister Bob Chie-
dozie Ogu and Chief  Gaius 
Anyanwu told the Gover-
nor that the people of  Isia-
la Ngwa North fully under-
stand the challenge facing 
them in the 2023 elections 
and assured that they will 
rise to the challenge and en-
sure that the candidature of  
Professor Ikonne will record 
an unassailable victory in 
the area. 

They assured further that 
no sensible indigene of  Isia-
la Ngwa North LGA will 
trade the Governorship po-
sition for any other politi-
cal position in 2023. They 
expressed confidence in the 
ability of  Professor Ikonne 
to deliver the goods and con-

solidate on the foundations 
laid by Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu.  They thanked the 
Governor for finding sever-
al of  their sons worthy of  
high and strategic offices in 
his administration.  They 
appealed to other parts of  
the State to support Profes-
sor Ikonne’s ambition as it 
is just and equitable. Also 
speaking, the Gubernato-
rial Candidate of  the PDP, 
Professor Uche Ikonne 
thanked the Governor for 
laying strong foundations 
in the administration of  the 
State and assured that when 
elected, he will build on 
those foundations and work 
towards uniting the entire 
state and improving the lot 
of  people of  Abia State.

saying he shall be fair to all 
persons as the traditional 
ruler had instructed.

The Umuoyo village 
head added that he would 
work hard to make his vil-
lage and Irete community 
a peaceful and attractive 
place to live and do busi-
ness by everyone.

Also conferred with the 
cabinet chieftaincy title is 
Pastor Leo Okpe, who now 
represents Umuoma village 
in Eze Ekwelibe’s cabinet. 
Okpe vowed that he would 
devote his time and capaci-
ty to justify his nomination 
by his people to represent 
them in the Eze’s cabinet.

Okpe used the occasion 
to appreciate the tradition-
al ruler, Eze Ekwelibe, for 
his efforts at reviving the 
Igbanta cultural festival 
which he described as hav-
ing a building effect on the 
people of  Irete.

World Breastfeeding Week: Imo First Lady
advocates for adequate breast feeding.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he wife of  the Imo 
state governor, Barr 
(Mrs) Chioma Uzod-

imma has adviced lactating 
mothers to ensure sufficient 
breastfeeding of  their babies 
as this is the best way to en-
sure the survival and well 
being of  children.

 “Breastfeeding should 
take place when your baby 
is hungry, so that their bod-
ies can develop, the bones, 
immune system which 
means they require ball the 
nutrients they can get” she 
stated. She noted that chil-
dren who breastfeed well 
are less likely to become 
obese or develop diabetes in 
the future.

 Meanwhile the governor s 
wives forum has endorsed a 
scorecard that will promote 
the required six months ex-
clusive breastfeeding for in-
fants in Nigeria.

The nutrition scorecard 
is a data visualization tool 
created to hold state gover-
nors responsible for several 
nutrition pledges such as the 
development of  functioning 
nutrition including areas in 
government establishments 
and protection for new par-
ents. 

The first lady further ap-
pealed that the scorecard 
should be fully implement-
ed to support and promote 
exclusive breastfeeding in 
the country.



… Accuses Emenike’s loyalists of  peddling lies in the name of  the
National Chairman, Sen Abdullahi Adamu’s name

News

Community accuses LGA Chairman of
hijacking market from indigenes

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Trouble is brewing in 
Oru-Oboro autonomous 
Community in Ikwuano 
LGA of  Abia State as the 
community and Ikwuano 
LGA Chairman, Chief  Ste-
phen Mpamugo are locked 
at dangers drawn over com-
munity market. The market 
under controversy which is 
known as Ahia Ndoro  is 
famous as it attracts traders 
from Akwa Ibom State and is 
a major food exchange point 
in Abia State. But it is pres-
ently undergoing reconstruc-
tion and remodeling courtesy 
of  the Ikwuano LGA, led by 
Chief  Stephen Mpamugo, the 
Chairman. The Chairman in 
explaining the idea behind 
the new market project said it 
would expand economic po-
tentials of  the locals and also 
bring uncommon transfor-
mation to the entire Ikwuano 
LGA. He also promises that 
investors and other stakehold-
ers in the market would reap 
bountifully from when the re-

construction and remodeling 
project are completed.

But these explanations from 
the LGA boss are far from 
truth, according to the host 
community of  Ndi Oru mar-
ket, the people of  Oru-Oboro 
autonomous community.
They see the ongoing remod-
eling project as alleged efforts 
to take over there is lands by 
the Ikwuano LGA Chairman 
which they claim he wants to 
put it out of  reach for the orig-
inal land and shop owners of  
Ndi Oru market.

This position was made 
known by the President-Gen-
eral of  Oru-Oboro autono-
mous community, Chief  Ike-
chi Onyekachi Osondu who 
has called on the LGA boss to 
first allow the villagers to see 
and sign all documents relat-
ing to the new market.

The P-G said the docu-
ments sighting and signing 
would ensure that the villag-
ers, original land and shop 
owners would not be short 
changed after the reconstruc-
tion of  the market. “This is a 
community and things have 
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Remains of a Shuttle bus that caught fire atop the Niger Bridge. 12 persons escaped narrowly.

2023: There is no APC in Abia without
me, Uche Ogah spits fire 

T
he supremacy tussle 
plaguing the Abia State 
chapter of  the All Pro-

gressive Congress, APC, is 
showing no sign of  abating as 
one of  the gladiators, and the 
immediate-past Minister of  
State for Mines and Steel De-
velopment, Dr Uche Ogah, 
has insisted that he is the au-
thentic Leader of  the party in 
Abia. Ogah who disclosed in 
Umuahia that without him 
there was no APC in Abia, 
accused Emenike’s loyalists 
of  peddling lies in the name 
of  the National Chairman of  
APC, Senator Abdullahi Ad-
amu. 

The former Minister who 
spoke on the heels of  a media 
report after a meeting between 
Adamu and APC stakehold-
ers from Abia, claimed that 
the party’s National Chair-
man never accused him of  
instigating crisis in the party 
contrary to media reports. He 
accused Emenike’s loyalists 

Gunmen attack Cubana Chief Priest
at Owerri-Onitsha highway 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

P
opular socialite and 
celebrity barman, Oke-
chukwu Pascal, who 

is also known as ‘Cubana 
Chief  Priest’ has been report-
edly attacked by gunmen. 

Okechukwu was said to 
have been attacked on Sun-
day morning in Anambra 
State, while going to Asaba 
from Owerri, in Imo State.

A source said, “Unknown 
gun men attacked him and 
his convoy on their way from 
a function at Owerri-Onitsha 
Express Road.” 

The Socialite was said to 
have escaped unhurt, but 
his G-Wagon and that of  
his escort were riddled with 
bullets. 

Meanwhile, Cubana 
Chiefpriest has reacted to the 
attack on him, confirming 
that he is fine. 

The socialite who wrote in 
his verified Twitter Handle 
said the incident happened 
in Anambra, and not in Imo 
as reported by some social 
media users. Referring to 
insecurity in the south east, 
the socialite wrote: “The en-
tire South East needs to be 
cleaned up.”

to be done right and the best 
way to do is to follow the 
books. There is a developer 
Engr Chukwuma Samuel of  
Mamre Eng Nig limited and 
the LGA wants to develop 
the market and there should 
be understanding.” The P-G 
added, “The Chairman has 
not prepared the memoran-
dum of  understanding and 
that is what people are agitat-
ing to sight. They want this 
thing signed so that we don’t 
drift in the near future.” Chief  
Osondu further said, “People 
that own shops and some 
plots of  land in the market 
ate concerned. Irrespective 

of  the fact that I have talked 
to them, they want to see it 
in paper. We need this thing 
written in paper. So, this is our 
condition.”

He revealed that many 
people who have paid about 
N100,000 each to be allocat-
ed shops in the new  market 
when completed, are alleged-
ly afraid of  being defrauded in 
the deal.

“The people that own the 
shops and have been paying 
revenue to the local govern-
ment before the demolition 
have to know the conditions 
to recover their shops.” But 
stating his own position, the 

LGA Chairman Stephen 
Mpamugo insists that there 
were no plans to defraud and 
shortchange original shop 
and land owners of  their as-
sets. He accused some unin-
formed and primitive youths 
of  Ndoro of  attacking site 
workers on duty, in the mar-
ket, warning that security 
agencies had been mandated 
to deal decisively with any 
law break caught in disturb-
ing the progress of  works.

According to him, “Our 
attention was drawn to a vex-
atious event which involved 
some low-life fellows who 
went stop the ongoing recon-

struction at the market with no 
reason whatsoever apart from 
primitive delusions to the ex-
tent of  attacking workers and 
wounding some.” “This is the 
third time these outlaws have 
made attempts to stop the 
ongoing reconstruction and 
this is embarrassment should 
be repugnant to them as it is 
to me.” The LGA Chairman 
warned, “Those who know 
this set of  hooligans, rogues 
and rascals from Ndoro who 
call themselves youths should 
inform them. Every offender 
or lawbreaker caught will be 
dealt with decisively within 
the confines of  law.”

... The youths are primitive, 
rogues - Mpamugo 

who attended the said meet-
ing of  misrepresenting the 
National Chairman in their 
desperation to malign him 
and mislead the public.

Adamu was quoted as de-
scribing the Abia APC crisis 
as “the most toxic in the coun-
try”, and allegedly criticised 
Ogah for “leading a dissident 
group in the party despite a 
reconciliation at Ntalakwu”.

The National Chairman was 
also quoted to have advised 
Ogah “to humble himself  and 
work with the governorship 
candidate of  the APC in Abia, 
Ikechi Emenike, to ensure vic-
tory for the party in the forth-
coming 2023 general elec-
tion.” Both Ogah and Chief  
Ikechi Emenike emerged as 
governorship candidates of  
the party in a parallel primary, 
a development that has been 
a subject of  litigation. While 
Emenike emerged through 
indirect primary, Ogah was 
a product of  direct primary. 

Ogah insisted that contrary 
to claims by Emenike’s loyal-
ists in the “misleading media 
reports”, Adamu never lam-
basted him but rather told 
the group at the meeting to 
return to Abia and settle their 
differences and never bring 
Abia matter to Abuja again 
for settlement. He further 
claimed that the group never 
had audience with the Na-
tional Chairman himself  but 
the National Vice Chairman 
South, Chief  Emma Enukwu, 
who “they said stood in for 
the Chairman.” The former 
Minister rather claimed it was 
Emenike “that the National 
Chairman lambasted and said 
that he has been creating prob-
lem in Abia APC since 2014.” 
His words:” The Chairman 
tongue-lashed them and said 
that they should stop coming 
to Abuja to see him but go 
home to Abia and campaign 
and make sure APC is deliv-
ered. ”They misinterpreted 

the National Chairman and 
peddled lies in his name. 
“The so -called committee 
was a group of  people loy-
al to Emenike because the 
main APC group which is 
my group was not part of  the 
committee. So, what are they 
reconciling?

 “They just went to Abuja 
and ambushed the Chairman 
and he warned them never to 
come to Abuja again but go 
home and do local politics.

“You can’t talk of  APC in 
Abia without me. The Chair-
man knows this and that is 
why if  he wants to call a meet-
ing he will call me.” Ogah 
urged his supporters not to 
fret but remain unfazed by the 
media propaganda, express-
ing optimism that the pending 
suit in the court will be decid-
ed in his favour. ”My support-
ers should not panic; there is 
no cause for alarm. Our case 
is very strong and we are sure 
that victory will come”.

Final year student crashes from
three-storey building 

A 
500-level student 
of  the Michael Ok-
para University of  

Agriculture Umudike, Abia 
State, identified as Modes-
tus Hyacinth Egbulefu has 
lost his life. 

The Electrical/Electron-
ic Engineering student was 
said to have jumped from 
the third floor of  a high-ris-
ing building (Groom BASE 
Lodge Umudike) after 
taking some psychoactive 
substances suspected to 
be Crystal Meth “Nkpuru 
Mmiri”. 

He died on the spot.    The 
incident which occurred on 
Friday at about 9:40am has 
left his neighbors in shock.

It was gathered that his 
body has been deposited 
at a subservient morgue 
located at Awom Ukwu in 
Ikwuano local government 
area of  Abia State. 

As at the moment of  this 
report, the spokesman of  
Abia State Police Com-
mand, SP Geoffrey Ogbon-
na could not be reached for 
a comment as his phone 
lines were not reachable.



News

BBC moves to release more documentaries,
blasts FG 
T

he British Broad-
casting Corporation 
(BBC) has dared the 

Federal Government of  Ni-
geria that they will release 
more documentaries over a 
seeming attempt to muzzle 
the media.

The National Broadcast-
ing Commission (NBC) 
fined the multimedia wing of  
Media Trust Limited N5mil-
lion for its “Nigeria’s Bandit-
ry: The Inside Story”.

The rest are Multichoice 
Nigeria Limited (DSTV 
owners), NTA-Startimes 
Limited, and Telcom Sat-
ellite Limited (TSTV) – 
N5million each.

The NBC informed the 
public that they all violated 
the broadcasting code by air-
ing documentaries on ban-
ditry and terrorism.

The authorities consider 
the visuals damaging, with 
citizens already furious about 
the country’s worsening inse-
curity further enraged.

However, BBC sources ac-
cused the Nigerian govern-
ment of  trying to force the 
media to underreport the ex-
tent of  damage done by non-
state actors (NSAs).

“We published another one 
(documentary), and will do 
more because it’s about the 
people suffering”, one hinted.

“They (government) did 
not impose a fine on us be-
cause they knew they could 
not do so.

“What they can do is write 
to the agency that regulates 
us, the Office of  Communi-
cations (Ofcom).

“They definitely would ask 
Ofcom to take disciplinary 
actions; they cannot do any-
thing other than that.

“After Trust TV spoke with 
the victims, we interviewed 
the NSAs – Ado Aleru, the 
one turbaned, and Abu Sanni 
who led the Jangebe school 
attack,” the source said.

The duo have been terror-
izing Zamfara. In mid-July, 
Aleru (Alieru) was named 
Sarkin Fulani (King of  Fu-
lanis) of  Yandoton Daji 
Emirate.

He was installed by Aliyu 
Garba Marafa, the Emir of  
Yandoto, despite being on the 
police wanted list for kidnap-
ping and killings.

The rest are Multichoice 
Nigeria Limited (DSTV own-
ers), NTA-Startimes Limited, 
and Telcom Satellite Limited 
(TSTV) – N5million each. 
The NBC informed the pub-
lic that they all violated the 
broadcasting code by airing 
documentaries on banditry 
and terrorism.

The authorities consider 
the visuals damaging, with 
citizens already furious about 
the country’s worsening inse-
curity further enraged.

However, BBC sources ac-
cused the Nigerian govern-
ment of  trying to force the 
media to underreport the ex-
tent of  damage done by non-
state actors (NSAs).

“We published another one 
(documentary), and will do 
more because it’s about the 
people suffering”, one hinted.

“They (government) did 
not impose a fine on us be-
cause they knew they could 
not do so.

“What they can do is write 
to the agency that regulates 
us, the Office of  Communi-
cations (Ofcom).

“They definitely would ask 
Ofcom to take disciplinary 
actions; they cannot do any-
thing other than that.

“After Trust TV spoke with 
the victims, we interviewed 
the NSAs – Ado Aleru, the 
one turbaned, and Abu Sanni 
who led the Jangebe school 
attack,” the source said.

The duo have been terror-
izing Zamfara. In mid-July, 
Aleru (Alieru) was named 
Sarkin Fulani (King of  Fu-

lanis) of  Yandoton Daji 
Emirate.

He was installed by Aliyu 
Garba Marafa, the Emir of  
Yandoto, despite being on the 
police wanted list for kidnap-
ping and killings. In February 
2021, Sanni’s gang abducted 
nearly 300 students of  Gov-
ernment Girls Secondary 
School in Jangebe.

In BBC’s ‘The Bandit War-
lords of  Zamfara’, he narrat-
ed how the Nigerian govern-
ment paid millions for the 
release of  the girls.

Sanni disclosed that they 
struck in retaliation for mili-
tary operations after the wet 
period in 2020.

“When the rainy season 
ended, they sent the military. 
We decided to show the gov-
ernment they should not in-
terfere in our problems. We 
went to Jangebe and took the 
students. “We wanted to get 
the government angry. We 
demanded N300million but 
after negotiations, N60mil-
lion was paid for their re-
lease”, he revealed. Yusuf  

OCDA GM, Francis Chukwu in clearing of  green verges in Owerri.

Anka, a journalist with the 
United Kingdom national 
broadcaster, met with the 
bandit leaders in their en-
claves.

The NBC action an-
nounced on Wednesday fol-
lowed last week’s comments 
by Information Minister, Lai 
Mohammed.

“Appropriate sanctions will 
be meted to both the BBC 
and the Trust TV. They will 
not get away with the naked 
glorification of  terrorism and 
banditry.

“When otherwise reputa-
ble platforms like BBC can 
give their platform to terror-
ists showing their faces as if  
they are Nollywood stars, it is 
unfortunate.

“If  they are not registered 
in Nigeria and they are only 
sending their signals to Ni-
geria, we will ask them to 
stop sending the signals”, he 
said. Mohammed added that 
during the IRA (Irish Repub-
lican Army) days, “the BBC 
will not dare do what they are 
doing now in Nigeria.”

Upgrade of Rivers Port will boost
activities in the eastern Port - NPA

T
he Nigerian Ports 
Authority is a federal 
government agency 

that governs and operates the 
ports of  Nigeria.

However, the major ports 
controlled by the NPA in-
clude, the Lagos Port Com-
plex and Tin Can Island Port 
in Lagos; Calabar Port, Delta 
Port, Rivers Port at Port Har-
court, and Onne Port.

Meanwhile plans are con-
cluded to reconstruct the 
collapsed berths at the Rivers 
Port.

NPA Managing Director 
Mohammed Bello-Koko who 
made this known in Port Har-
court Thursday 4-08-2022, 
said the upgrade will boost 
activities in the Eastern port.

Bello-Koko who spoke 
during his maiden visit to 
the port, said NPA has given 
BUA Terminal, one of  the 
terminal operators, the final 
approval for the submitted 
design, which means the con-
struction would commence 
soon. 

According to him, the 
berths 5 to 8 of  the BUA Ter-
minal collapsed years back. 
“They have really decayed 
which was why we decom-
missioned some of  them, but 
the agreement is for BUA to 
reconstruct some of  them,” 
he said.

For the Ports and Terminal 
Operators Nigeria Limited 
(PTOL), he said, the operator 
has a development plan that 
involves bringing down some 
of  the shades in the terminal 
to improve the stacking areas 
and increase the terminal’s 
ability to handle more car-
goes.

Bello-Koko said that the 
PTOL Terminal also has 
some collapsed berths, which 
the NPA is discussing with 
them on how to rehabilitate 
so that bigger vessels will be 
able to berth at Rivers Port.

“We are very serious about 
the need to increase traffic to 
the Eastern Ports, that way 
we can decongest Lagos 
Ports.
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 “Though, most of  these 
ports have draft limitations 
and we are looking at dredg-
ing deeper so that bigger 
vessels can come and enable 
economy of  scale. We are be-
ginning to see increase activ-
ities in Onne Port, which we 
are happy about, ” he said.

On the access road, the 
NPA boss said there is need to 
rehabilitate the roads, which 
is outside the purview of  the 
NPA, but that they are work-
ing with the relevant govern-
ment agencies to see to that.

He said there is synergy be-
tween the Federal Ministry of  
Transportation and Federal 
Ministry of  Works, adding 
that government is very seri-
ous about repairing all access 
roads to the port, which has 
happened in Lagos. 

On using tariff  rebate to at-
tract patronage to the Eastern 
Ports, Bello-Koko said that 
years ago the NPA gave the 
terminal operators a tariff  re-
bate that did not translate to 
traffic as relate to the port.

He said that his manage-
ment is currently reviewing 
the request for 30 percent re-
bate put forward by terminal 
operators but that rebate must 
come with conditions.

“We are discussing with 
the terminal operators and 
we may come up with a high-
er or lower rebate but we will 
put a timeline to see the im-
pact of  the rebate. 

Some of  the terminals have 
started getting involved with 
processing export which is 
key to the NPA and the coun-
try at large. It is one of  the 
things that would determine 
the amount of  rebate to give 
to the terminal operators,” he 
added.

Recall that the Nigerian 
Ports Authority is a federal 
government agency that gov-
erns and operates the ports of  
Nigeria. The major ports con-
trolled by the NPA include, 
the Lagos Port Complex and 
Tin Can Island Port in Lagos; 
Calabar Port, Delta Port, Riv-
ers Port at Port Harcourt, and 
Onne Port.

NAF air strikes kill Katsina terrorist 
leader, 7 others 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
bdulkarim Fa-
ca-Faca, the leader 
of  a terrorist group 

in Katsina, was killed dur-
ing a raid by the Nigerian 
Air Force (NAF) on Sun-
day.

The airstrikes by NAF 
killed Faca-Faca and sev-
en other terrorists at their 
hideout in Tandama vil-
lage, Danja Local Gov-
ernment Area (LGA) of  
Katsina.

The spokesperson of  
Katsina Police Command, 
SP Gambo Isah confirmed 
the development.

Isah said police em-
barked on a mop-up oper-
ation after the activities of  
the Nigerian Air Force.

He noted that the police 
successfully rescued six 
kidnapped victims at the 
hideout.

According to him, 
the victims include 52-
year- old Alhaji Garba 
Dan-Mallam, Rabiu Idris, 
aged 45, and Abba Samai-
la, 38-year-old, all of  Un-
guwar Nuhu LGA.

“Also, Yunusa Sani, 
aged 54, Ishaq Yakub, 40, 
and Danjuma Samaila, 
aged 45, all of  Layin Sani 
Village Kafur,” he said.
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Foreign News

T
he two front-runners 
in the race for Kenya’s 
presidential seat held 
their final campaign 

rallies ahead of  next week’s 
vote.

At the Nyayo National sta-
dium in Nairobi, yellow flags 
stretch across the stands as 
supporters chant the name 
of  deputy President William 
Ruto.

In the polls, he’s a mere six 
points behind his rival and 
former Prime Minister Raila 
Odinga - both men say they are 
confident of  victory.

Mr Ruto’s campaign has fo-
cused on one clear theme: sup-
porting the “hustler nation,” 
with him positioned as the 
hustler-in-chief.

It’s an appealing slogan for 
young people here, who are 
facing staggering unemploy-
ment rates and make up nearly 
40% of  registered votes.

In these tough times, young 
Kenyans are finding creative 
ways to make ends meet.

At the stadium, we met a 
group of  Nairobians who 
seemed deeply invested in a 
Ruto win. Clad in bright yel-
low, hoisting posters of  him 
above their heads and singing 
along to campaign songs.

We spoke to them outside in 
the car park.

“We’re hustlers,” Sylvester 
said, when asked who they 
were.

By “hustlers” they don’t 
mean the generic label dished 
out by the Ruto campaign, but 
real life hustlers working the 

As Kenya prepares for an election, here’s 
why some are campaigning for both sides

    Campaign rallies ahead of next week’s vote.

political landscape itself.
“We get paid” he says. “Rates 

are from 500 shillings - around 
$5 - $10.”

Sylvester explains that ac-
cepting this money from neigh-
bourhood recruiters he calls 
“political brokers” has become 
a necessity during this time of  
economic suffocation.

After an hour of  showing 
their “support” for the deputy 
president, they leave the sta-
dium and travel 30 minutes 

US warns Pacific Islands of struggle against coercive regimes

A
top US diplomat 
warned Pacific Is-
lands of  a new strug-
gle against violent 

power-hungry regimes Sunday, 
as she visited the Solomon Is-
lands to mark the 80th anniver-
sary of  World War II’s Battle of  
Guadalcanal.

With China’s military con-
ducting drills around Tai-
wan and Russia bombarding 
Ukraine, Deputy Secretary of  
State Wendy Sherman hit out 
at a new crop of  world leaders 
reviving “bankrupt” ideas about 
the use of  force -- without men-
tioning any countries.

Attending a dawn memorial 
service in the Solomon Islands, 
Sherman said “some around the 
world” had forgotten the cost of  
war, or were ignoring the lessons 
of  the past.

She hit out at “leaders who be-
lieve that coercion, pressure, and 
violence are tools to be used with 

impunity”, but did not specify 
any names during her speech at 
the service.

The battle of  Guadalcanal was 
a turning point in World War II.

The brutal seven-month land, 
sea and air fight between Allied 
and Japanese forces killed tens 
of  thousands of  troops -- most 
Japanese.

Painting the situation today as 
carrying faint echoes of  the fight 
against Nazi Germany and Im-
perial Japan in the 1930-40s, the 
State Department number two 
urged the region to push back.

“We remember how bankrupt, 
how empty, such views were 
then, and remain today,” she 
said.

“Today we are once again en-
gaged in a different kind of  strug-
gle -- a struggle that will go on for 
some time to come.”

Sherman’s trip comes as the 
United States tries to rebuild dip-
lomatic relations in the Pacific, 

where China is growing stronger 
and democratic alliances have 
faltered.

- Sogavare no-show -
Nowhere is the United States’s 

waning regional influence more 
evident than in the Solomon Is-
lands.

The government of  Prime 
Minister Manasseh Sogavare re-
cently signed a secretive security 
pact with Beijing, moved to curb 
press freedoms, and suggested 
delaying elections.

Sherman, again without men-
tioning names, told her hosts: “It 
is up to us to decide if  we want to 
continue having societies where 
people are free to speak their 
minds.”

It is time, she said, to decide 
“if  we want to have governments 
that are transparent and account-
able to their people”.

Sogavare was slated to attend 
the ceremony, appearing on the 
event programme, but was a no-

show.
He did, however, meet Sher-

man later, for what she described 
as “wide-ranging” talks.

As well as warnings, Sherman 
said Washington wants to in-
crease cooperation with the “ab-
solutely critical” Pacific island 
nations, including by opening 
embassies in Tonga, Kiribati, 
and the Solomon Islands.

As part of  the charm offensive, 
US President Joe Biden is also 
expected to invite Pacific Island 
leaders to the White House for a 
September summit.

Solomon Islands police and 
security minister Anthony Veke 
welcomed what he termed US 
“re-engagement” with the coun-
try and the region.

But he called on Washington 
to launch a “scaled-up effort” to 
remove unexploded WWII ord-
nance that continues to injure 
and kill Solomon Islanders to 
this day.  

across town to attend their 
next paid campaign rally.

They stop on the roadside 
to safely change into the blue 
and white shades of  Mr Ruto’s 
main rival, Raila Odinga, out 
of  sight from supporters from 
either side.

When you encounter an op-
posing side, you have to be 
very cautious” says Sylvester.

Many Kenyans are con-
cerned about public safety dur-
ing this time of  tension.

In 2007, more than half  a 
million people were displaced 
and at least a thousand killed 
after widespread violence over 
a contested election. That was 
Mr Odinga’s second bid for the 
presidency, and this will be his 
fifth.

We met him off  the back of  
his final campaign rally and 
asked whether he will accept 
the outcome if  he loses.

“We will accept and congrat-

ulate the winner if  he wins fair-
ly and also expect him to do the 
same thing,” said Mr Odinga.

Despite these assurances, 
there’s no certainty that fair-
ness and calm will prevail next 
week.

On the eve of  the final rallies, 
Mr Ruto shared his confidence 
in a clear win.

“By all indications we have 
won this election,” he said, ig-
noring the polls. 



 w a n t e d 

Asuspected cultist 
in Osun State, 

R a s h e e d  H a m m e d , 
popularly known as Oko-
Ilu, has been arrested.

Oko-Ilu, who has 
been terrorising Ede and 
allegedly caused deaths of  
many, was arrested by 
men of  the anti cultism 
unit of  the State police 
command.

H e  wa s  a r r e s t e d 

 man identified 

Asimply as Abba 
was shot dead, 

Sunday morning, by 
gunmen who raided a 
sa te l l i t e  communi ty 
known as Shola Quarters 
in Katsina town. 

The gunmen also 
injured two residents of  
the  communi ty  and 
abducted a young couple 
during the attack. 

Residents disclosed 
that the gunmen had 
i n f i l t r a t e d  t h e 
community on Saturday 
e ve n i n g  a n d  b e g a n 
operation on Sunday 
morning. 

It was learnt that the 
gunmen killed Abba, 
who was said to be a 
member of  the vigilante 
group in the community. 

The residents further 

disc losed that  those 
injured were lucky to 
have escaped being killed 
as the gunmen were 
s h o o t i n g 
indiscriminately. 

One of  the residents, 
who pleaded anonymity, 
disclosed, “The gunmen 
arrived in our community 
on Saturday evening and 
mingled with residents. 

“ T h e y  b e g a n 
operation around 1am 
a n d  w e r e  s h o o t i n g 
indiscriminately. We 
c o n t a c t e d  s e c u r i t y 
officials who later arrived 
after the gunmen had 
c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r 
operation and left the 
community. The gunmen 
killed Abba who was a 
vigilante member. They 
also abducted a husband 
and wife and injured two 

people also. We cannot 
quantify items raided 
from our community by 
now as we are busy with 
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r 
Abba's burial.”

When contacted, the 
S p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e 
Katsina State Police 
Command, SP Gambo 
I s a h ,  s a i d ,  “ O u r 
operatives are still on 
operation there. We shall 
give you details in due 
course.” 

Reports that terrorists 
about  a  month ago, 
s t o r m e d  S h o l a 
community, where they 
k i d n a p p e d  s o m e 
residents, one of  who 
reportedly paid three 
million naira to ensure 
his freedom from them 
(the terrorists). 

A statement by the 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r  f o r  O s u n 
C o m m a n d ,  Ye m i s i 
Opalola, in March said 
Rasidi was wanted in 
connection with offences 
of  murder, arson, ritual 
killing and armed robbery.

I t  f u r t h e r  r e a d , 
“suspect has been causing 
menace in Ede and the 
e n t i r e  O s u n  s t a t e . 
Anybody that harbours 
the suspect will be treated 
b y  t h e  p o l i c e  a s 
accomplice to the crimes. 
Anybody having useful 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h i s 
w h e r e a b o u t s  w i l l  b e 
handsomely rewarded.”

A wanted suspected 
cultist in Osun State, 
R a s h e e d  H a m m e d , 
popularly known as Oko-
Ilu, has been arrested.

Oko-I lu,  who has 

i g e r i a 

NI m m i g r a t i o n 
S e r v i c e  h a s 

arrested and detained three 
suspected gun smugglers at 
t h e  M f u m  B o r d e r 
Command, near Ikom in 
Cross River State.

Head of  the Service at 
the border, Mr. Ndubuisi 
Eneregbu, who confirmed 
the arrest, said the fourth 
suspect was at large.

In a press statement in 
Calabar, Eneregbu said the 
three suspects were two 
Nigerians while the third is 
a Cameroonian migrant.

The third is said to have 
confessed  to  be ing  a 
member of  the Ambazonia 
separatist group, fighting 
in southwest Cameroon 
for independence.

The NIS boss further 
explained that the suspects 
were intercepted at the 
weekend on a motorcycle 
w i t h  a r m s  a n d  l i v e 
ammunition, believed to 
b e  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s 
Cameroon.

“The suspects were 
found with a small bag 
containing incriminating 
items such as one barrater 
pistol, one locally made 
p i s t o l ,  t h r e e  l i v e 
ammunition, charms and 
one Tecno BC3 Android 
phone.

“According to them, 
they were four and that the 
fourth person, currently at 
large, left them with the 
b a g  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e 

incriminating items.
“ P r e l i m i n a r y 

investigation revealed that 
one of  the suspects, the 
C a m e r o o n i a n ,  i s  a 
member of  the Ambazonia 
separatist group in the 
Republic of  Cameroon.

“The three suspects 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e 
incriminating items have 
been handed over to the 
Divisional Police Officer 
in Etung Division, Etung 
Local Government Area 
of  the state for further 
investigation,” he added.

Eneregbu assured that 
since he resumed duties, 
there have been efforts to 
curtail illegal activities 
w i t h i n  b o r d e r 
communities.

The Comptroller said, 
“The command initiated 
r e g u l a r  s t a k e h o l d e r 
meetings with traditional 
r u l e r s  o f  a l l  b o r d e r 
communities to enhance 
synergy and enshrine trust.

“We have a robust 

cordial relationship with 

the border communities. 

We have had a series of  

stakeholders' meetings 

w i t h  t h e  b o r d e r 

communities and other 

security agencies.

“When I  came on 

board this command, my 

team and I paid courtesy 

visits to all the traditional 

institutions within the 

communities under our 

command.

“We did that because 

we understand the need for 

synergy between security 

a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e 

communities.

“No security agency 

can tackle insecurity alone 

without the support of  the 

community as a whole,” he 

stated.

He  ind ica ted  tha t 

despite certain logistics 

challenges, the officers and 

men were prepared to 

apprehend anyone found 

perpetrating illegalities 

a n d  s a b o t a g i n g  t h e 

economy of  the country.

around 4 a.m. in his 
h ideout  in  the  State 
capital and is currently 
cooling off  in police 
custody.

Rasheed, a welder by 
vocation, is being trailed 
by the security agents for 
allegedly causing death of  
many people  in  Ede 
community.

'Rasidi Baale Oko'lu' 
was allegedly linked to the 
death of  Hassan Adedeji, 

been terrorising Ede and 
allegedly caused deaths of  
many, was arrested by men 
of  the anti cultism unit of  
the State police command.

H e  w a s  a r r e s t e d 
around 4 a.m. in his 
hideout in the State capital 
and is currently cooling off  
in police custody.

Rasheed, a welder by 
vocation, is being trailed 
by the security agents for 
allegedly causing death of  
many  peop le  in  Ede 
community.

'Rasidi Baale Oko'lu' 
was allegedly linked to the 
death of  Hassan Adedeji, 
a  H i g h e r  N a t i o n a l 
Diploma graduate of  
Banking and Finance of  
Federal Polytechnic, Ede, 
awaiting his call-up letter, 
as well as, an Okada rider, 
whose identity was not 
made known.

a  H i g h e r  N a t i o n a l 
Diploma graduate of  
Banking and Finance of  
Federal Polytechnic, Ede, 
awaiting his call-up letter, 
as well as, an Okada rider, 
whose identity was not 
made known.

He was consequently 
declared wanted by Osun 
State Police Command, 
s a y i n g  a n y o n e  t h a t 
harboured him would also 
be treated as a criminal.

He was consequently 
declared wanted by Osun 
State Police Command, 
s a y i n g  a n y o n e  t h a t 
harboured him would also 
be treated as a criminal.

A statement by the 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r  f o r  O s u n 
C o m m a n d ,  Ye m i s i 
Opalola, in March said 
Rasidi was wanted in 
connection with offences 
of  murder, arson, ritual 
killing and armed robbery.

I t  f u r t h e r  r e a d , 
“suspect has been causing 
menace in Ede and the 
e n t i r e  O s u n  s t a t e . 
Anybody that harbours 
the suspect will be treated 
b y  t h e  p o l i c e  a s 
accomplice to the crimes. 
Anybody having useful 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h i s 
w h e r e a b o u t s  w i l l  b e 
handsomely rewarded.”
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Police arrest wanted suspected cultist, Rasidi Oko-Ilu in Osun

Ambazonian struggle: Immigration
arrest, detain 3 gun runners in Rivers

Gunmen kill vigilante member,
kidnap couple in katsina 
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h e  F e d e r a l  TGovernment on 
Friday said it had 

set a new paradigm in 
a c r e a g e  a n d  l e a s e  
administration in the oil 
and gas industry. 

It said this was in line 
with the objective of  the 
Petroleum Industry Act to 
optimise value from 
acreage management and 
administration and the 
new acreage allocation 
principles enunciated in 
the law. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
disclosed this through its 
N i g e r i a n  U p s t r e a m  
Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission, explaining 

h e  D i r e c t o r TG e n e r a l  o f  t h e 
Debt Management 

Office, Patience Oniha, 
has said that high debt 
levels lead to high debt 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  a f f e c t 
i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
infrastructure. 

This is according to a 
document by her, which 
was presented during a 
workshop for civil society 
organisations organised by 
the SFTAS programme 
coordination unit held in 
Abuja on July 15, 2022. 

It was entitled, 'Why 
Debt Sustainability Is 
I m p o r t a n t  a t  t h e 
Subnat ional  Leve l  in 
Nigeria: Challenges and 
Prospects' and a copy of  it 
was  ob ta ined  by  our 
correspondent. 

According to the DMO 
DG, “High debt levels lead 
to heavy debt service 
which reduces resources 
available for investment in 
infrastructure and key 
sectors of  the economy.” 

In the document, she 
stressed the need for debt 
sustainability, which she 
defined as the ability to 
service all current and 
future obligations, while 
maintaining capacity to 
finance policy objectives 
without resort to unduly 
l a rge  ad jus tment s  o r 
exceptional financing such 
as arrears accumulation, 
debt restructuring, which 
c o u l d  o t h e r w i s e 
compromise its stability. 

She added that, “A 
country's public debt is 
considered sustainable if  
the government is able to 
meet all its current and 

future payment obligations 
w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o 
exce pt iona l  f inanc ia l 
assistance or going into 
default.” 

However, despite the 
high debt service, the 
DMO has  cons tan t ly 
i n s i s t e d  o n  t h e 
sustainability of  Nigeria's 
rising debt, using the debt 
to Gross Domestic Product 
ratio as justification.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund had earlier 
warned that debt servicing 
might gulp 100 per cent of  
the Federal Government's 
revenue by 2026 if  the 
gover nment  fa i led  to 
i m p l e m e n t  a d e q u a t e 
measures  to  improve 
revenue generation. 

According to the IMF's 
Resident Representative 
for Nigeria, Ari Aisen, 
based on a macro-fiscal 
s t r e s s  t e s t  t h a t  w a s 
conducted on Nigeria, 
interest payments on debts 
m i g h t  w i p e  u p  t h e 
country's entire earnings in 
the next four years. 

A i s e n  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
biggest critical aspect for 
Nigeria is that we have 
done a macro-fiscal stress 
test, and what you observe 

is the interest payments as 
a share of  revenue and as 
you see us in terms of  the 
baseline from the federal 
government of  Nigeria, the 
revenue of  almost 100 per 
cent is projected by 2026 to 
be taken by debt service. 

 “So, the fiscal space or 
the amount of  revenues 
that will be needed and this 
without considering any 
shock is that most of  the 
revenues of  the federal 
government are now, in 
fact, 89 per cent and it will 
continue if  nothing is done 
t o  b e  t a k e n  b y  d e b t 
service.” 

However, The Minister 
of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Dr 
Zainab Ahmed, recently 
disclosed that Nigeria's 
debt service cost surpassed 
its revenue in the first four 
months of  this year. 

Debt service gulped 
N1.94tn between January 
and April 2022, against a 
r e t a i n e d  r e v e n u e  o f  
N1.63tn. 

According to a recent 
r e p o r t ,  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government exceeded its 
debt service allocation by 
N1.15tn for the period 
between Januar y and 
November 2021.

that the move was to adopt 
a more strategic approach 
in the administration of  
licenses and leases. 

“To pos i t ion  the  
c o m m i s s i o n  o n  a  
pe r fo r mance -cen t red  
paradigm for acreage 
management,  a  new 
s t ra t eg y  o f  ac reage  
allocation, management 
and administration based 
on a holistic assessment of  
the prior performance of  
all licenses and leases 
awarded prior to the PIA 
is required,” the NUPRC 
stated in a statement 
issued in Abuja. 

I t  a d d e d ,  “ T h e  
assessment would seek to 

identify the areas of  
r e g u l a t o r y  
underperformance in 
acreage management and 
administration leading to 
failure of  licensees and 
lessees inability to carry 
out licence and lease 
performance obligations, 
including acquisition of  
data, drilling of  wells and 
maturing of  identified 
leads and prospects within 
the licence or lease span.” 

In a memo to senior 
management staff  of  the 
commission, the Chief  
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  
N U P R C ,  G b e n g a  
Komolafe, l isted the 
aspects of  the new strategy 

to include the review of  
assignee performance and 
contributions to licences 
and  l e s sees ;  r ev i ew 
compliance performance 
in reporting milestones by 
licensees and lessees; and 
the administration of  
regulatory consequence 
mechanisms. 

Others included the 
review of  loss allocation 
by licensees and lessees 
under the PIA, including 
production, cost and 
revenue, as well as the 
performance review of  
ex is t ing  mul t i -c l ient  
a r r a n ge m e n t s  w h i l e  
streamlining ongoing 
activities to the PIA.

T h e  a s s e s s m e n t  
framework would require 
all existing licences and 
lessees to undergo a 
performance assessment 
audit of  operation of  
licences and leases based 
on a framework to be 
developed by lease and 
focused on oil prospective 
leases, oil mining leases, 
marginal fields and multi-

client arrangements. 
“ E v a l u a t i o n  i s  

expected to cover the 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
requirements and with 
w o r k  p r o g r a m m e  
c o m m i t m e n t s ,  
compliance with revenue 
payment obligations and 
reporting obligations, 
audit of  operation systems 
and third-party provider 
activities and assessment 
of  assignee roles and 
performance obligations,” 
the commission stated. 

It added, “In the new 
dispensation, there would 
be need for a team with 
r e p re sen ta t ion  f rom 
relevant departments to 
achieve performance 
schematic of  existing 
l icences  and leases ;  
i d e n t i f y  o v e r s i g h t  
w e a k n e s s ,  i d e n t i f y  
licencee and lessee centred 
failures in regulatory 
reporting requirements 
and other performance 
indices. 

“ O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  

improv ing  overs igh t  

mechanism in line with 

the objective of  the PIA 

and aspects  of  new 

s t ra t eg y  a s  we l l  a s  

developing fresh Standard 

Operating Procedures for 

acreage management and 

leasing administration in 

line with the PIA.” 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  

stated that the team would 

be made up of  a member, 

each from exploration, 

acreage management, 

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

production. 

It said the team would 

also have members from 

t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y,  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  

community, economic 

regula t ion,  s t ra teg ic  

planning and  legal 

secretary departments, 

and was expected to 

submit a final report by 

August 30, 2022. 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment will 
g e n e r a t e  a b o u t 

N160.46bn from excise 
d u t y  o n 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
services in 2023. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Nigerian Communications 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e 
combined  revenue  o f  
operators in the GSM, 
Fixed Wired, and Internet 
Service Providers was 
N3.21tn in 2021. If  the 
government implements its 
five per cent excise duty on 
telecom services, it will 
generate about N160.46bn. 

The amount, however, 
assumes that the revenue of  
the telcos would be static. 
But in real terms, it could 
either be higher or lower 
depending on economic 
fundamentals in 2022. 

Recently, the Federal 
Government disclosed a 
plan to implement a 5 per 
cent excise duty on telecom 
services in the nation. 

This was revealed by 
the Minister of  Finance 
Budge t  and  Nat iona l 
Planning, Zainab Ahmed, 
during a stakeholders' 
f o r u m  o n  t h e 
implementation of  excise 
d u t y  o n 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
services in Nigeria. 

Ahmed, who spoke 

through the Assistant 
C h i e f  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e 
M i n i s t r y,  M r  F r a n k 
O s h a n i p i n ,  s a i d  t h e 
implementation of  the 
excise duty was in a bid to 
increase the government's 
revenue. 

She said, “The duty 
rate was not captured in the 
Act  because  i t  i s  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
President to fix rate on 
excise duties and he has 
fixed five per cent for 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
services which include 
GSM.

“It is public knowledge 
that our revenue cannot run 
our financial obligations, 
so we are to shift our 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  n o n - o i l 
revenue. The responsibility 
of  generating revenue to 
run government lies with us 
all.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Chairman, Association of  
Licensed Telecom Owners 
o f  N i g e r i a ,  G b e n g a 
A d e b a y o ,  t e l e c o m 
consumers will bear the 
burden of  the additional 5 
per cent tax. 

At  the  for um,  the 
finance minister disclosed 
that the tax would be 
implemented soon but 
doubts have since risen 
concerning whether the 
e x c i s e  d u t y  w i l l  b e 

implemented at all. 
T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

Communica t ions  and 
Digi ta l  Economy,  Isa 
Pantami,  on Monday, 
disclosed that  he was 
against the tax and would 
everything to stop i ts 
implementation. 

According to him, the 
telecoms industry was 
a l r e a d y  d o i n g  a  l o t 
r e g a r d I N G  r e v e n u e 
generation in the nation 
and attempts to stretch it 
a n y  f u r t h e r  m i g h t 
negatively impact it. 

Speaking at the maiden 
edition of  the Nigerian 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Indigenous Content Expo 
organised by the Nigeria 
Office for Developing the 
i n d i g e n o u s  Te l e c o m 
Sector, he stated, “The 
m i n i s t r y  o f  
c o m mu n i c a t i o n s  a n d 
digital economy is not 
satisfied with any effort to 
introduce excise duty on 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
services.” 

He added, “Beyond 
m a k i n g  o u r  p o s i t i o n 
known, we will go behind 
the scenes and go against 
any policy that will destroy 
the digital economy sector. 
We will go to any extent to 
legitimately and legally 
defend its interest.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
FG reviews oil lease administration process, acreage management 

High debt hurting investment in
infrastructure –DMO 

Oniha

FG to generate N160bn from call,
data taxes 
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Fire for Fire

Water Resources Bill:  IPOB, Gov. Diri, battle FG
he Governor of  Bayelsa State, Douye Diri, has urged the Federal Government to facilitate the withdrawal of  the recently revived National Water Resources Bill Tbefore the National Assembly. He also urged the sponsors of  the bill to withdraw it. He stressed that the bill would have a negative impact on coastal states if  passed 
into law. President Buhari had, in 2017, presented the controversial Bill to both chambers of  the National Assembly, which seeks to transfer the control of  water 

resources from the states to the Federal Government.  The Bill resurfaced on the floor of  the House of  Representatives penultimate Thursday.  Diri condemned the bill when 
the Minister of  Water Resources, Suleiman Adamu, represented by the Permanent Secretary, Didi Walson-Jack, and her team, paid him a courtesy visit at the Government 
House, Yenagoa, on Friday. Similarly, The leadership of  the Indigenous People of  Biafra has urged the National Assembly not to hearken to the 'plea' of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari, for a passage into law of  the National Water Resources Bill.  But the IPOB in a statement, on Saturday, said it was not in support of  the Bill, citing an 
ulterior motive. Minister of  Water Resources, Suleiman Adamu, on Thursday, stated reasons the ministry insisted on pushing the water resources bill through despite 
growing opposition to it.  The minister noted that the bill, when passed into law, will usher in great benefits to the country, part of  it is increasing revenue generation to the 
government purse.  While stating that the reintroduced water resources bill was not new, the minister said that the only difference was the activities of  the Water Resources 
Commission. 

e,  t h e  g l o b a l 

Wmovement and 
fami ly  o f  the 

Indigenous People of  Biafra, 
wish to call for caution once 
again over the water ways 
s e c r e t  b i l l  s e n t  t o  t h e 
Nigerian National Assembly 
by Buhari and his Fulani 
kinsmen.  “We wish to 
unequivocally state our stand 
once again to Buhari, the 
National Assembly, the 
Fulani and entire world that 
Buhari cannot use crooked 
means to hand over our 
water ways in Biafraland to 
Fulani from Futajalon, 
having  passed  through 
mighty expanse of  empty 
land in the North. We neither 
for once in our lifetime 
ventured into encroachment 
nor occupation of  any inch 
o r  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d  n o t 
belonging to us despite our 
limited land space. “The 
National Assembly must 

save Fulani because this Bill 
sent by Buhari will consume 
so many of  them if  they 
venture into any river or 
wa t e r  way  s i t u a t e d  i n 
Biafraland.  The National 
Assembly must stop that Bill 
because it will only end up in 
the dustbin of  history as one 
o f  t h e  u s e l e s s  n o n -
implementable acts of  the 
Nigerian National Assembly. 
This deliberate attempt to 
steal our ancestral land and 
waterways by trick and 
through the back door is 
dead on arrival because it 
w i l l  b e  r e s i s t e d  w i t h 
everything that we have at 
our disposal. Such impunity 
and selfishness considering 
the vast expanse of  land 
ava i l a b l e  t o  F u l a n i  i n 
Northern Nigeria.   “ “We 
reject that in totality, we 
knew that the impostor 
wants to secure lands and 
waterways for Fulani bandits 

and terrorists before he 
leaves office in less than one 
year, let him look elsewhere.” 
“The Water Resources Bill is 
n o t  a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e 
provisions of  the bill, if  it 
becomes law, will have a 
more negative impact on us, 
a s  we  a r e  p r i m a r i ly  a 
mari t ime environment. 
“Having taken away our oil 
and gas  resources,  the 
Federal  Gover nment is 
trying to introduce a water 
resources law, at a time that 
we are still fighting for a fair 
deal. This bill is tantamount 
to stifling us. The Federal 
Government is on our neck, 
and we cannot breathe 
anymore.” “ It is where you 
run a unitary system of  
government that that kind of  
draconian bill can come. But 
in an ideal federal system, 
you allow the states to use 
their resources and pay taxes 
to the Federal Government.”

hy the ministry 

Wis insisting on 
w a t e r 

resources is that you are all 
aware that the water bill 
b e f o r e  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
assembly is not a new one 
it is a document with the 
exist ing law the only 
difference in the water 
r e s o u r c e s  b i l l  i s  t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  w a t e r 
resources commission 
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n 
incorporated into the bill 
and there are benefits 
at tached to i t .   “For 
instance, like I mentioned 
this morning, there are so 
many projections on water 
demand and it is through 

the development of  the 
identifying program that 
will help us to meet up with 
all the demands; water 
s u p p l y,  h y d r o p o w e r 
generation, irrigation, 
access to potable water and 
good hygiene all these are 
parts of  the content of  the 
bill there is nothing new in 
the bill.  “Parts of  the 
projection are generating 
more revenue through 
commercial and industrial 
purposes but on domestic 
purpose, water is free but 
using it for commercial 
purpose attract fees this 
will help us to maintain 
other infrastructure and 
m e e t  t h e  b u d g e t a r y 
allocation on the water 
s ec to r.  For  in s tance, 
breweries use a lot of  water 

a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o t 
checkmated so how do we 
realize the revenue from 
there to develop the sector 
that will help to plough 
back on social amenities 
that will improve the well-
being of  Nigerians “That is 
w hy  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i s 
pushing for the passage of  
water resources bill so as to 
ensure that we enjoy all 
benefits accrued in the 
bill.” “The processes are 
still on to accommodate all 
issues we have received the 
issues raised by Governors 
Forum at the end when all 
these are harmonized we 
a r e  g o i n g  t o  h ave  a 
document that will be 
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a l l 
Nigerians.”

Immense benefits pushing
us for water resources bill
– Minister 

Look elsewhere – IPOB; 'After taking our
oil, you want our water too?' - Diri

Diri Adamu
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ayne Rooney 

Wh a s  u r g e d 
M a n c h e s t e r 

United to let Cristiano 
R o n a l d o  l e a v e  O l d 
Trafford this summer.

Ronaldo has been 
pushing to join a club who 
a r e  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e 
Champions League this 
season but his agent, Jorge 
Mendes, has been unable 
to strike a deal with some 
of  the top clubs in Europe 
i n c l u d i n g  C h e l s e a , 
Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich.

T h e  3 7 - y e a r - o l d 
played just 45 minutes of  
U n i t e d ' s  p r e - s e a s o n 
campaign and now looks 
set to feature in their 
opening Premier League 
fixture against Brighton on 
Sunday following an injury 
to Antony Martial.

But Rooney believes 

ionel Messi scored Ltwice in the second 
ha l f ,  i nc lud ing 

with a stunning overhead 
k ick ,  a s  Par i s  Sa in t -

Germain began the i r 
defence of  the Ligue 1 title 
with a 5-0 demolition of  
Clermont on Saturday.

Neymar was also in 
outstanding form for a 
PSG side who did not miss 
t h e  i n j u r e d  K y l i a n 
M b a p p e ,  w i t h  t h e 
Brazilian opening the 
scoring in Clermont before 
setting up Achraf  Hakimi 
a n d  M a rq u i n h o s  f o r 
f u r t h e r  g o a l s  b e f o r e 
halftime.

Messi then exchanged 
passes with Neymar before 
sidefooting in the visitors' 
f o u r t h  g o a l  w i t h  1 0 
minutes left.

Yet Messi saved the 
best for last, darting into 
the box four minutes from 
the  end  to  cont ro l  a 
Leandro Paredes pass on 
his chest with his back to 
goal, before converting 
with an acrobatic overhead 
kick.

That goal had the 
crowd at Clermont's Stade 
Gabriel-Montpied singing 
the name of  the seven-time 
Ballon d'Or winner, who 
endured a difficult first 
season in Paris.

PSG's victory in new 
coach Christophe Galtier's 
first league game in charge 
was achieved despi te 
Mbappe missing the trip 
due to an adductor injury.

Mbappe also missed 
last week's 4-0 defeat of  
Nantes in the season-
o p e n i n g  C h a m p i o n s 
Trophy due to suspension.

Messi had opened the 
scoring in that game, while 
Neymar netted a brace.

The duo therefore 
already have six goals 
between them this season, 
with  PSG looking in 
ominous form.

“There is no denying 
we have lots of  talent but 
w h a t  I  r e t a i n  i s  t h e 
collective desire to win the 
ball back very early, to play 
with intensity, to never let 
up,” Galtier, who replaced 
the  sacked  Maur i c io 
P o c h e t t i n o ,  t o l d 
broadcaster Canal Plus.

“The squad have been 
very receptive since I 
arrived. They like to work 
hard together, have fun 
together. But the season is 
long. This was just the first 
game.”

NO RISKS'  FOR 
MBAPPE 

Galtier said he would 
have no trouble finding a 
place in the line-up for 
Mbappe, who is expected 
to return next weekend 
a n d  p l a y  h i s  f i r s t 
competitive game since 
turning down a move to 
Real Madrid to sign a new 
three-year deal in Paris.

“Kylian is an essential 
part of  this project. For a 
coach,  i t  i s  not  ver y 
difficult to integrate a 
player like him into the 
team,” Galtier said.

“He had a little alert 
and so we didn't want to 
take any risk.

“Obviously if  we had 
a difficult game, or a 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
match, maybe Kylian 
would have played. We 
preferred to delay his 
comeback but he should be 
back against Montpellier.”

Neymar fired in the 
opener in the ninth minute 
after Messi was unable to 
control Pablo Sarabia's 
c u t b a c k ,  a n d  i t  wa s 
N e y m a r  w h o  s e t  u p 
Hakimi to blast in the 
second in the 26th minute.

The  wor ld ' s  most 
expensive player was also 
the provider for the third 
goal in the 38th minute 
when his free-kick from 
the left was headed in by 
Marquinhos.

Messi then took over 
at the end, and it is likely to 
be  a  long season for 
Clermont given four teams 
will be relegated at the end 
of  the campaign, when 
Ligue 1 will be reduced 
from 20 clubs to 18.

E a r l e r  M o n a c o 
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  a 
favourable late VAR call to 
c l a i m  a  2 - 1  w i n  a t 
Strasbourg.

The principality side 
were 2-0 up and cruising 
when Sofiane Diop struck 
early in the second half  to 
add to Krepin Diatta's 
magnificent opener.

H o w e v e r ,  H a b i b 
Diallo pulled one back for 
S t r a s b o u r g  a n d  t h e n 
appeared to have salvaged 
a draw when he nodded 
home in the second minute 
of  added time, only for the 
referee to disallow the goal 
for a marginal offside after 
consulting with the VAR.

Monaco now travel to 
the Netherlands to face 
PSV Eindhoven in their 
Champions League third 
qualifying round, second 
leg in midweek. The first 
leg ended 1-1.

Lyon beat  newly-
promoted Ajaccio 2-1 on 
Fr iday  in  the  season 
c u r t a i n - r a i s e r,  w i t h 
Alexandre  Lacaze t t e 
scoring what proved to be 
the winner with a penalty.

United should offload his 
former teammate before the 
transfer window closes and 
sign a new striker who is 
part of  Erik ten Hag's long-
term plan.

' U n i t e d  a r e  d o i n g 
everything to bring Frenkie 
de Jong in and they could 
c e r t a i n l y  d o  w i t h  a 
midfielder. A No. 9 too,' 
Rooney said in his column 
for The Sunday Times.

'I think United should 
let Cristiano Ronaldo go. 
It's not that Ronaldo can't 
play in a Ten Hag team. He 
can play in any team. Ronny 
will always score you goals.

'But my personal view 
is that United aren't ready to 
challenge for the title now, 
so the aim has to be to build 
a team that can win the 
league in the next three to 
four years, and you have to 
plan for that.

'If  the reports are true 
that Cristiano wants to leave 
the club, then United should 
allow him to go and get a 
No. 9 in who is going to be 
there for the next three or 
four years and really help 
them build a team that can 
be successful. Ten Hag has 
to be given time to do it.

Rooney also claims Ten 
Hag has already had a 
positive impact on the mood 
at United's training ground.

 'I was at Carrington at 
the start of  United's pre-
season, speaking to a few of  
the  p layers  and  S teve 
McClaren,' Rooney said.

'I know one thing Ten 
Hag has tried to change is 
t h e  d a y - t o - d a y 
environment, and that has 
been a real positive for 
everyone.

‘When Ralf  Rangnick 
was in charge a lot of  the 
players found it difficult to 
come to terms with the lack 
of  structure to the week and 
Ten Hag has addressed this.'

igeria's Tobi Amusa 

Ns u c c e s s f u l l y 
d e f e n d e d  h e r 

Commonwealth Games 
100m hurdles title after 
breezing to the first position 
on Sunday morning at the 
Alexander  S tad ium in 
Birmingham.

Amusan  se t  a  new 
Games Record of  12.30s to 
set a new Games Record and 
also secure Nigeria's 10th 
gold medal in what has been 
an amazing year.

A 2.4 m/s tailwind 
denied Amusan the chance 
of  breaking the Games 
Record in the semi-final.

However, there was no 
stopping the World Record 
holder as she breezed to a 
time of  12.30s to eclipse the 
16-year-old 12.65 seconds 

G a m e s  r e c o r d  s e t  b y 
Jamaica's Brigitte Foster-
Hyl ton  in  Melbour ne, 
Australia.

Devynne Charlton of  
the Bahamas came second 
while Briton Cindy Sember 
who celebrated her 28th 
birthday with a win in the 
semis settled for the bronze.

Reacting after her win, 
Tobi Amusan said even 
though she set a new Games 
Record, she did not have a 
properly executed race.

Interestingly,  a few 
weeks ago, 25-year-old 
Amusan broke the World 
Record with her 12.12 
seconds semi-final win 
before going on to win the 
world title in Oregon with 
12.06s wind-aided time.

Messi

Amusan

Ronaldo
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EPL: Rooney gives his verdict to
Man Utd over Cristiano Ronaldo 

CWG: Tobi Amusan
breaks another record to
win gold for Nigeria

Messi turns on the style as PSG begin Ligue 1
title defence 
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esley Fofana has 

Whinted that he 
w i l l  s t a y  a t 

Leicester City this summer 
despite strong interest from 
Chelsea.

Leicester have rejected a 
new offer from Chelsea for 
centre-back Fofana despite 
the Blues offering a fee in 
excess of  £70m, according 
to reports.

I t  wa s  t h e  s e c o n d 

for Liverpool.
Liverpool only managed 

a 2-2 draw against Premier 
League new boys Fulham in 
their first game of  the season.

Jutgen Klopp's  Reds 
could have seen themselves 
coming away with nothing 
following a spirited display 

ormer Tottenham star, FJamie O'Hara, has 
blamed Jurgen Klopp 

for Liverpool's poor start to 
the season.

According to O'Hara, 
Klopp's failure to start newly 
signed striker, Darwin Nunez 
against Fulham proved costly 

igeria's Falconets 

Nh a v e  a r r i v e d 
C o s t a  R i c a 

ahead of  the 2022 FIFA 
U-20 Women's World 
Cup.

The players and their 
officials arrived their base 
in San Jose on Saturday 
night after a brief  stop in 
Bogota, Colombia.

Chris Danjuma's girls 
will face France, South 
Korea and. Canada in 
Group C.

The Falconets will 
take on France in their 
opening game on August 
12.

The West Africans, 

efender Marcos DAlonso was not 
i n c l u d e d  i n 

Chelsea's line-up for their 
opening match of  the 
Premier League season 
against Everton as he wants 
to leave the club, manager 
Thomas Tuchel said on 
Saturday.

“He asked to leave and 
we agreed to his wish,” 
Tuchel told reporters after 
his team beat Everton 1-0 
for their first victory at 
Goodison Park since 2017.

“That is why it would 

rik ten Hag's reign as EManchester United 
manager got off  to a 

nightmare start as Brighton 
registered their first ever 
victory at Old Trafford with a 
2-1 win on the opening 
weekend of  the Premier 
League season.

Any hope of  a fresh start 
for United after a miserable 
2021/22 season was wiped 
away within 45 minutes as 
Pascal Gross struck twice to 
put Brighton in command.

Alexis Mac Allister's own 
goal gave United a foothold in 
the game, but they rarely 
looked like getting back on 
level terms, showing the scale 
of  the task lying ahead for Ten 
Hag.

The former Ajax boss left 
Cristiano Ronaldo on the 
bench after he only returned to 
pre-season training last week.

Ronaldo is reportedly 
seeking an exit from Old 
Trafford to play Champions 
League football this season.

But without the five-time 
Ballon d'Or winner, United 
had no focal point to their 
attack as Christian Eriksen 
started in an unfamiliar role as 
a false nine.

The outcome could have 
been very different had Bruno 
Fernandes not blazed over a 
g lo r ious  chance  on  s ix 
minutes.

The nadir of  a nightmare 
campaign for United last 
season as they finished sixth in 
the Premier League came in a 
4-0 defeat to Brighton in May, 
and the Seagulls quickly 
settled into their passing 
rhythm.

Graham Potter's men have 
lost two of  their best players 
during the transfer window, as 
Yves Bissouma joined Spurs 
and Marc Cucurella moved to 
Chelsea this week for a club-
record fee in excess of  £60 
million ($72 million).

But it did not show as 
Brighton exposed the same 
flaws in United's wide-open 
midfield to pick apart Ten 
Hag's men with ease.

Manches te r  Uni ted ' s 
A r g e n t i n i a n  d e f e n d e r 
Lisandro Martinez (L) fights 
for the ball with Brighton's 
E n g l i s h  s t r i k e r  D a n n y 
Welbeck during the English 
Premier League football 
match between Manchester 
United and Brighton and 
Hove Albion at Old Trafford 

in Manchester, north west 
England, on August 7, 2022.

Danny Welbeck, who 
United discarded back in 
2014, was a constant threat 
b e h i n d  t h e  v u l n e r a b l e 
defensive pairing of  Harry 
M a g u i r e  a n d  L i s a n d r o 
Martinez.

Welbeck  c r ea t ed  the 
opener as he ran off  Maguire 
and laid the ball across goal 
for Gross to slot into an 
unguarded net at the back 
post.

The German midfielder 
now has six goals in 12 
appearances against United, 
as he was again in the right 
place to take advantage when 
David de Gea could only 
parry Solly March's shot 
across goal.

Boos rang out around Old 
Trafford at the half-time 
whistle, with the home fans 
not only restless about the 
state of  their side on the pitch.

The club shop was forced 
to close before kick-off  by a 
protest  against  United 's 
owners, the Glazer family, on 
the day Avram Glazer made a 
r a r e  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e 
directors' box.

not have made sense to put 
him on the pitch.”

The 31-years-old Alonso 
arrived at Stamford Bridge 
in 2016, being a central part 
of  the team throughout the 
seasons.

Recently he has been 
linked to Barcelona by 
British media.

Despite Saturday win, 
Tuchel said the team's 
defence was not up to par 
against Everton.

“All three of  our players 
in the back three are in their 
30s and we struggled a bit in 

general at the end of  the 
game,” Tuchel said.

 “We need to improve 
our physical level and we are 
on it.”

Everton defender Ben 
Godfrey was admitted to 
h o s p i t a l  f o l l o w i n g  a 
challenge from Kai Havertz 
early in the game.

“It feels like it is a small 
fracture of  his leg. We are 
assessing that. He will be 
out for a while,  Yerry 
(Mina) has an ankle injury 
and could be out for a 
while,” Everton manager 
Frank Lampard said.

“ W h e n  i t  r a i n s ,  i t 
pours.”

who are making their 10th 
a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e 
competition, finished as 
runners-up in the 2010 and 

2014 editions.
T h e  b i e n n i a l 

competition will run from 
August 10 to August 28.

from the Whites.
But goals from Darwin 

Nunez and Mohamed Salah 
were enough to get Klopp's 
side out of  jail.

And O'Hara said Klopp 
must take some responsibility 
for how badly the afternoon 
went.

“It was a poor result for 
Liverpool, you do not draw 
against Fulham in the first 
game of  the season if  you 
have title aspirations.

“Nunez had to start, for 
me, it's very disappointing 
from Jurgen Klopp on that 
decision.

“Nunez came off  the 
bench and caused havoc. If  
he starts the game, Liverpool 
probably win that game 
comfortably.

O'Hara added: “For me, 
Liverpool have lost Sadio 
Mane and I don't think 
they've replaced him yet.

“I don't think Luis Diaz is 
g o i n g  t o  ge t  t h e  s a m e 
numbers that Mane got and 
that might be a mistake. I 
really do think that's going to 
b e  a  m i s t a k e  f r o m 
Liverpool.”

approach Chelsea have 
made with the opening bid 
of  £63m also turned down, 
b u t  t h e  B l u e s  r e m a i n 
determined to bring him to 
Stamford Bridge and are 
prepared to 'try again' with a 
third offer.

I t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y 
thought  that  Leicester 
would be willing to accept a 
bid in the region of  £70m, 
but they are desperate to 

keep hold of  their young 
defender and will now await 
a third approach.

Fofana deleted traces of  
Leicester from his social 
media profiles this week and 
is thought to be keen on a 
move to Stamford Bridge.

However,  in  a  new 
interview, the Frenchman 
suggested that he may be 
staying at Leicester for the 
2022-23 season.

'Leicester is a family and 
I have felt that from the first 
day,' he told The Telegraph.

'I have always felt like a 
native of  Leicester. It's a big 
club and an institution but 
everyone has time for each 
other and understands.

'We are all brothers, 
sisters and cousins. It's a big 
season for  me and for 
Leicester.

'There are already some 
great strikers in the Premier 
League and even more for 
this season after the transfer 

window.
'That excites me and I'm 

r e a d y  f o r  t h e m .  I ' m 
prepared.'

Fofana joined Leicester 
in 2020 from Ligue 1 side 
Saint-Etienne for a £36.5m 
fee and has played 50 games 
for the Foxes across all 
competitions, helping them 
win the 2020-21 FA Cup and 
signing a long-term contract 
in March until 2027.

Leicester have already 
lost goalkeeper Kasper 
Schmeichel to French side 

Nice this summer while 
James Maddison, Jamie 
Vardy and Youri Tielemans 
have all been linked with 
moves away.

Leicester are the only 
Premier League club who 
have  no t  comple ted  a 
signing this summer despite 
boss  Brendan Rodgers 
calling for a 'healthy shake 
up' of  his squad in February.

T h e i r  s e a s o n  g e t s 
started on Sunday when 
they host Brentford at the 
King Power Stadium.

Klopp
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EPL: Chelsea target Fofana hints at Leicester stay this summer 

EPL: Klopp under fire for keeping
Nunez on bench in 2-2 draw with
Fulham

Alonso wants to leave Chelsea,
says Tuchel 

Falconets land in Costa Rica for
U-20 Women's World Cup

Falconets

Spineless Man United slump to
Brighton at Old Trafford
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The fresh news people

t's not often I agree with INiger ia ' s  Minis ter  o f  
Finance Zainab Ahmed. 

Not because of  anything but 
because  I  fundamental ly 
disagree with what I consider 
her fiscal mismanagement of  
Nigeria.  But at  least  she 
r ecen t ly  gave  an  hones t 
assessment of  how broke-assed 
Nigeria is now.

As for my dear beloved 
Central Bank of  Nigeria and its 
Governor, the less said the 
better. For that, I believe, is the 
u l t imate  ca lamity.  Why? 
N o r m a l l y,  t h e  F i n a n c e 
Minister directly answers to the 
President. Where a Federal 
Government is not reform-
oriented as in the President 
Obasanjo era, the Minister can 
be  subjected to  negat ive 
political pressure if  he/she is 
not a strong, respected and 
accomplished personality like 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, of  
whom politicians were wary 
because she wasn't exactly into 
o n e - c h a n c e  b u s  t r a v e l 
masquerad ing  as  “ f i s ca l 
management”.

M o r e ove r,  P r e s i d e n t 
Obasanjo protected her and her 
reforms. President Goodluck 
Jonathan strongly backed her, 
even  i f  “para l l e l”  o the r 
activities that were kept beyond 
her remit, e.g. in the petroleum 
sector, went on. But where a 
c e n t r a l  b a n k  i s  t r u l y 
independent, as the CBN was 
in our time, it can serve as a 
check, in the national interest, 
on the worst excesses of  
profligate politicians that often 
dot Nigeria's landscape of  high-
level public appointments.

In the current scenario, the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  B a n k 
evidently does not believe in the 
conce pt  o f  cent ra l  bank 
independence in its operations. 
Rather, the Bank asks “how 
high?” once the Presidency 
says “jump”. It sees itself  as a 
quasi-fiscal agent, using its 
ability to print money, for the 

government of  the day.
This is what the rent-

seekers and parasites that 
benefit from this situation 
justify as “unorthodox” central 
banking (as in, of  course, 
central banking in Zimbabwe 
and Venezuela). Well, what's 
the result today? Between a 
mismanaged fiscal space and a 
deeply compromised central 
bank that has sold its soul to 
politicians and private sector 
profiteers, the wheels have 
c o m e  o f f  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
economy.

If  the CBN is busy printing 
money for the government 
through illegal Ways and 
Means lending, and then 
pretends to be fighting inflation 
by  be la ted  ra i ses  o f  the 

Monetary Policy Rate and 
what one commentator aptly 
termed a “dubious” cash 
r e s e r ve  r a t i o  p o l i c y  o n 
commercial banks, how can we 
fight inflation successfully?

Please don't tell me that 
“ i n f l a t i o n  i s  a  g l o b a l 
phenomenon” just as some will 
mischievously or ignorantly 
refer to the levels of  debt to 
GDP ratios of  advanced, 
productive economies. There is 
a difference between real global 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  u s 
fundamentally killing our own 
economy with our own hands 
in the service of  corruption, 
v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d 
incompetent political leaders. 
The combined fiscal, monetary 
a n d  f o r e x  c a l a m i t y 

superintended by the Federal 
Ministry of  Finance, Budget 
and Planning, on the one hand, 
and the leadership of  the CBN 
of  the past seven years, on the 
other, is a tragedy for Nigeria 
that could have been avoided. 
The effects on the lives of  the 
average Nigerian are truly sad 
to see.

This is a cautionary tale for 

the next President of  Nigeria. If  

we want to renew and revive 

Nigeria's economy, the right 

politics will be to do the the 

RIGHT thing. Let institutions 

that are statutorily independent 

be so. Let competence govern 

critical aspects of  our national 

life. After all, when the positive 

results come eventually, the 

political leader will take the 

credit too!

This is why I have argued 

that the problem is not an 

absence of  competence in 

economic management in 

Nigeria. The problem is an 

absence of  competent political 

leadership. The CBN is the 

greatest repository of  fine, 

competent technocrats in the 

Nigerian public sector today. 

Other agencies of  government 

have in the past relied heavily 

on the Bank for the secondment 

of  competent personnel. The 

same calibre of  economists and 

technocrats are still there. The 

politics at the top has tied their 

hands.
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