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News

World Day Against Human Trafficking:
Soludo promises to end trafficking activities in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Soludo, has prom-
ised to do everything 

humanly possible to end all 
activities of  human traffick-
ing in Anambra State. 

He said his administration 
through the State Ministry 
of  Women and Children 
Affairs, was already in part-
nership with the National 
Agency for the Prohibition 
of  Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP), to achieve the 
said purpose. 

Soludo, who made the 
promised through his Com-
missioner for Women and 
Children Affairs, Hon. Ify 
Obinabo, during awareness 
campaign against activities 
of  human trafficking in Ni-
geria, to commemorate the 
2022 World Day Against 
Human Trafficking, held in 

Awka, over the weekend. 
“Millions of  people glob-

ally are suffering because 
of  this serious crime, and it 
is those most marginalized, 
poor and vulnerable, who are 
most affected. 

In Anambra State, under 
my administration, I will 
leave no stone unturned 
to deal with whoever in-
volved in the trading. Solu-
do warned that any person 
or group of  persons cut in 
the act would be charge to 
Court for prosecution. In her 
addressing, the State Com-
mander of  NAPTIP, Mrs. 
Ibadin Judith Chukwu, said 
the day is mark on 30th July, 
every year to sanitize the 
public on the danger of  hu-
man trafficking activities in 
the world.

According to her, the 
World Day Against Traffick-
ing in Persons this year is a 
call to action for all of  us to 

enhance efforts to prevent 
and combat human traffick-
ing in all its forms, online 
and offline, and to protect 
those especially at-high risk, 
support victims and survi-
vors, end impunity and en-
sure justice. She sought for 
a continuous collaboration 
with the Anambra State 
Government, Police and oth-
er security agencies, in the 
fight against human traffick-
ing in the state. 

She use the event to ap-
pealed to governor Soludo, 
to help build the agency in 
the state, an office to enable 
them work effectively, noting 
that NAPTIP is currently 
staying in a two room apart-
ment provided by the state 
government.

Present during the aware-
ness campaign, include; 
NYSC State Coordinator, 
Blessing Ekene Iruma, repre-
sented by Mr. Kennith Ani, 

NAPTIP State Head of  In-
vestigation and Monitoring 
Unit, Engr. Ogalanya Cos-
mas and Executive Director 
of  Integrated Anti-Human 

Trafficking and Communi-
ty Development Initiative 
(INTACOM Africa), Lady 
Okoye Hope Nkeiruka. 

News Echo gathered that 

the Theme of  this year’s 
World Day Against Traffick-
ing in Persons is “the use and 
abuse of  technology.”

... As his kinsmen lament imposition 
of levies on Anambra school children 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

K
insmen of  Governor 
Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo of  Anambra 

state under the umbrella of  
Old Aguata Union (OAU), 
Awka Branch, have lament-
ed what they describe as a 
rip off  of  on Primary and 
Post Primary school children 
even when government had 
announced that education is 
free in the state. 

The union made up of  
Aguata, Orumba North and 
Orumba South council areas 
of  the state, made this lamen-
tation at the year 2022 Talk 
Shop/Summit and launch-
ing of  its maiden Almanac 
in Awka Anambra State on 
Tuesday. According to the 
Chairman Awka Branch of  
the union Comrade Chuk-
wuma Onwuegbuna, “the 
union believes that there is no 
real development without the 
development of  its citizens, 

this informed our theme for 
this year’s summit Human 
Capital Development in Old 
Aguata Union, the way for-
ward. 

We therefore, call on our 
people to partner with the 
state government to extend 
the existing basic scholarship 
to government secondary 
schools , all privately owned 
schools and promulgate poli-
cies that will stop all fees le-
gal and illegal being collected 
from parents in these schools 
so that the free education will 
actually be free; he said. 

Former Vice Chancellor of  
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University (COOU), 
and National President of  the 
Union, Prof. Paul Orajaka 
noted that the heavy fees and 
levies being collected from 
parents is not only in public 
or private schools but also 
mission schools contending 
that the government policy 
of  free education is not in 
real sense noting that govern-

Abia pensioners
pray for Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State pensioners 
have again, marched 
round Umuahia, the 

State capital in demand for 
payment of  their pensions 
and gratuities. 

During the protest, the 
retirees operating under the 
aegis of  Concerned Abia 
Pensioners gathered around 
popular Abia tower at Bende 
road junction beside NUJ 
press centre, where they cried 
to God to liberate the state 
from what they called wicked 
rulers. 

Appearing in black attire 
and singing in lamentations, 
the pensioners said they were 
seeking the intervention of  
God in the face of  their pre-
dicament. 

Led by Chief  Emeka 
Okezie, the concerned Abia 
pensioners said the State gov-
ernment owed them over 30 
months in arrears of  pensions 
and 20 years of  gratuities. 

The pensioners also 
claimed that any month the 
government prayed them 
their monthly stipends, “the 
money will be slashed unrea-
sonably.”

The retirees complained 
that some of  their members 
have died of  hunger. 

ment should come in to stem 
the rip off  on unsuspecting 
parents.

The Head Of  Department 
of  Electrical Engineering 
University of  Nigeria Nsukka 
(UNN), Prof. Cajetan Madu-
abuchukwu while presenting 
a talk on Human Capital 
Development noted that the 
development index in every 
society or country is made 
up of  Health and Education 
posting that for any country 
or society to achieve opti-
mal Human Capital Devel-
opment is for it to invest on 
developing the respective pri-
mary and secondary health 
services as well as ensuring 
quality education at the pri-
mary and post primary levels. 

He however noted that 
the case of  Aguata, Orum-
ba North and South council 
areas is above fifty percent 
attainment but was quick to 
add that it needs continuous 
up grading from time to time.

2 of 3 Monkey pox patients recover in Abia
 - Chief  Epidemiologist
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chief  Epidemiol-
ogist of  Abia State 
Ministry of  health 

Peace Nwogwgwu has cau-
tioned residents of  the State 
to obey all protocols against 
viral disease, monkey pox. 

She stated this in Umua-
hia while speaking to Jour-
nalists on the disease, where 
she disclosed that three 
cases of  monkey pox have 
been recorded in Abia State 
so far. 

Nwogwugwu who ex-
plained that two of  the 
three infected persons in the 
State have so far recovered 
from the disease, warned 
residents against shunning 
government’s arrangements 
aimed at preventing the 
spread of  the disease. 

She informed that contact 
tracing had been launched 
to track and tests those who 
came in contact with the 
infected persons to ensure 
that it does not spread fur-
ther. 

She assured that the min-

Igba Nta festival: Irete monarch confers 
chieftaincy on former President-General
By Ikenna Orioha

A
midst jubilation and 
encomium, the for-
mer President-Gen-

eral of  Irete autonomous 
community in Owerri West 
Local Government Area, 
Imo State, Chief  Kelvin Un-
akalamba, has been conferred 
with Ekwueme chieftaincy 
title which everyone in the 
community has described as 
long overdue owing to his 
numerous contributions to-
wards the development of  
the community, especially in 
the struggle to produce the 
current traditional ruler of  
the community, HRH, Eze 
Ethelbert Ekwelibe.

The chieftaincy decora-
tion ceremony which took 
place on Tuesday, during the 
celebration of  the Igba Nta 
cultural festival of  Irete com-
munity, attracted dignitaries 
from far and near, as well as 
prominent sons and daugh-

ters of  the community and 
many traditional rulers.

Speaking shortly after his 
conferment with the title, 
Chief  Unakalamba said he 
was dedicated the honour to 
God and the people of  his 
community for making the 
chieftaincy possible, noting 
that no time was ever late 
for God, informing that the 
Ekwueme chieftaincy con-
ferred on him was as a result 
of  his humble contribution 
towards the resolution of  the 
Ezeship tussle in his commu-
nity which he pointed out had 
lasted for 17years.

Unakalamba recalled that 
in 2010, during the commu-
nity’s annual convention, he 
told his people that if  he be-
came the President General 
of  Irete Community Devel-
opment Union (I.D.D.U), he 
would produce a traditional 
ruler for the community in 6 
months, adding that all the 
people were already becom-

ing restless about the issue of  
not having a traditional ruler. 
Notably, given to his promise, 
Unakalamba was made the 
next President General of  
I.C.D.U and under 2 years he 
settled the Ezeship problem 
of  the community and a tra-
ditional ruler emerged. 

This led everyone to start 
calling him Ekwueme which 
means one that delivers as he 
promised.

 Unakalamba observed that 
the road towards the produc-
ing of  a traditional ruler for 
his community was not easy 
as there were diverse interests 
and many unconcluded pro-
cesses, saying after studying it 
all, he knew he would deliver 
as he promised.  He stressed 
that in taking the task of  pro-
ducing a traditional ruler for 
his community, he was guid-
ed by the fear of  God and the 
belief  that everyone would 
give account of  their steward-
ship on earth at the last day.

istry of  health was doing all 
its best with relevant agen-
cies, to stamp out monkey 
pox from Abia, in mandate 
given by Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu’s  health-care 
focused administration. 
Nwogwugwu advised Abi-
ans to avoid large gather-
ings and to embark on regu-
lar hand washing while also 
urging residents and health 
workers to report patients 
with high fever to the ap-
propriate government offic-
es for immediate testing.

h e  A b i a  S t a t e THouse of  Assembly 
has mandated its 

committee on health to turn 
in its report on the loss of  
accreditation of  the College 
of  Medicine, Abia State 
University, Uturu, (ABSU). 

The Speaker, Rt Hon 
Chinedum Enyinnaya Orji 
made the announcement 
during plenary and urged 
the committee to turn in the 
report at the next legislative 
sitting. 

T h e  S p e a k e r  a l s o 
frowned at the loss of  
accreditation of  Abia State 
Polytechnic, Aba and said 
the House will be visiting 
the institution soon to 
conduct an on the spot 
assessment of  the situation. 

T h e  S p e a k e r  t h e n 
announced that an eight 
m e m b e r  A d  H o c 
Committee chaired by Hon 
Emeka Okoroafor will be 
s e t  u p  t o  t h o r o u g h ly 
s c r u t i n i s e  h ow  f u n d s 
released to the institution by 
t h e  g ove r n m e n t  we r e 
expended with a view to 

helping in finding solutions to 
the crisis that led to the loss of  
its accreditation 

The Clerk is to appoint a 
Secretary for the Committee 
and they are to turn in their 
report in the next two weeks. 

The Speaker said all 
recommendations from the 
Committee will be forwarded 
to the Executive for their 
action.

In another development, 
the Abia State House of  
Assembly has asked i ts 
Committee on Appropriation 
to review the 2022 Budget 
performance so far with a 
v i e w  t o  c o n f i r m i n g  i t 
complies with approvals as 
passed by the House. 

The Speaker announced 
this today in plenary. 

It was also announced 
that another committee will 
be set up to carry out the 
assignment should the House 
not be satisfied with the 
report to be turned in by the 
committee on appropriation. 

The committee was given 
two weeks to submit its 
report.

Abia Assembly frowns at Abia
Polytechnic's loss of accreditation,
investigates ABSU College of Medicine 
...Berates Board of  Internal Revenue for resorting to
social media to settle scores 
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Peter Obi is pursuing his personal right, not
fighting for Igbo Presidency, interests - Abaribe 
D

escribing Peter Obi’s 
ambition as ‘Igbo 
Presidency’ is mis-

chievous - Immediate-past 
Senate Minority Leader, and 
Senator representing Abia 
South District, Senator Eny-
innaya Abaribe, has said that 
those referring to the candi-
dature of  the presidential flag 
bearer of  Labour Party, Mr 
Peter Obi as ‘Igbo presiden-
cy’, are mischievous and on a 
smear campaign to de-market 
him. 

Senator Abaribe who is 
seeking re-election on the 
platform of  the All Progres-
sive Grand Alliance, APGA, 
argued that it is unfair to 
single out Obi and link his 
ambition with his tribe while 
leaving out other presidential 
candidates. 

Abaribe who spoke during 
a virtual town hall meeting by 
Ikengaonline, wondered why 
Obi’s traducers are not also 
referring to Atiku Abubakar 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, as ‘Fulani pres-
idency,’and Bola Tinubu of  
the All Progressive Congress, 
APC, as ‘Yoruba presidency.’

 He said that those trying to 
link Obi’s ambition with the 
agitation in the South East 
were part of  those behind the 
political exclusion of  the race 
from Nigeria’s political equi-
librium. 

The former Abia Deputy 
Governor insisted that Obi 
should be seen as an individu-
al pursuing his constitutional-
ly-guaranteed rights without 

any links to his tribe and re-
ligion.” 

It’s unfortunate that Peter 
Obi’s emergence which is 
now a silver lining has come 
with complications. Tinubu 
has a presidential ticket, no-
body is saying it’s a Yoruba 
ticket.” 

Atiku has a ticket, nobody 
is saying it’s a Fulani ticket. 
But Peter Obi got a ticket and 
everybody is shouting:’It’s 
Igbo presidency. Some even 
try to link him with the Bia-
fra agitation.” Have they tried 
to associate Tinubu with the 
Oduduwa self  determination 
agitation? Or Atiku within 
the Fulani herdsmen menace 
or the banditry in the North.” 
Senator Abaribe wondered 
why some people have con-
tinued to live in fear and sus-
picion of  the Igbo or impute 
unnecessary motives to gen-
uine moves by Igbo sons and 
daughters.

Abia Government ends Il-
legal advertisement Levies 

The forum of  mobilev 
advertising practitioners of  
Nigeria has thanked gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu for his 
intervention on the ASPIMS 
illegal levies collection and 
resolving of  the ill-treatment 
against their members in 
Abia State by a former reve-
nue contractor Mr. Azubuike 
Erondu Ihuoma also known 
as Mopol .

The forum disclosed this 
during a press conference at 
the Abia Investment Center, 
Umuahia after paying a cour-

Imo State Commissioner for Transporter Barr, Rex Anunobi (middle) mounting a Bus Stop sign 
post during the �ag off of erection of 56 Bus Stops in Owerri metropolis by ISTMA on Wednes-
day.

tesy call to Abia State govern-
ment.

While reacting to the 
high-handedness, fragrant 
disregard to extant taxes and 
numerous illegal levies laws 
as it relates to the laws and 
administration of  revenue 
laws of  the federal republic 
of  Nigeria to members of  
forum nationwide, the group 
through their President Otun-
ba Mike osimen Eboeziegbe 
condemned the harassments 
constantly meted on their 
drivers whenever their vehi-
cles registered in other states 
plies into Abia state.

But expressed excitement 
that Mr Azubuike Erondu 
aka Mopol of  Zubics Ven-
tures fraudulent activities was 
subdued by the government 
having read the letter which 
shows that his contact has 
been terminated by the state 
government.

This development he said 
has brought relieve to mem-
bers of  the forum nationwide 
and members of  the general 
public who can now enjoy 
a lawful treatment on Abia 
roads by the task force.

He further revealed that 
each vehicle paid 35 thousand 
naira and above as against 
5500 naira set by the Abia 
State Government as tariff  for 
the emblem , these according 
to him led to seizure of  many 
vehicles crossing Abia State 
for days , adding that owners 
of  these Vehicles pays about 
Two hundred thousand naira 
before their vehicles could be 

released.
“We are also in the know 

of  payments made through 
him by our members some 
cooperate bodies which did 
not reflect on the state reve-
nue database hence the series 
of  harassments on our drivers 
whenever they come to the 
Abia State. “

“We also confirm that Mr 
Azubuike Erondu aka mopol 
of  Zubics Ventures co ected 
for each vehicle starting from 
35 thousand naira only and 
above as against #5500 set by 
the Abia State Government 
as tariff  for the Abia state 
Government emblem. “

The President stated that 
major losses were incured 
by the owners of  the goods. 

The forum promised to en-
sure members and customers 
buy only genuine Abia state 
emblem and as well provide 
training for their workforce 
on the use of  the novel Abia 
enforcement app.

They enjoined Aspims to 
ensure their charges will be 
as specified by the ABIR and 
in accordance with the laws 
of  the land, while commend-
ing the ABir chairman, Mr. 
Celestine Agbara, the state 
General Consultant Sir Mac 
Atasie for the techniques they 
addopted in the improve-
ment of  revenue collections 
and the convenience of  the 
taxpayer on the roads. They 
also thanked Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu for addressing the 

issues of  Abia state emblem 
enforcement and his prompt 
intervention to stop the crim-
inal act of  some of  the opera-
tors in the state. “

“We sincerely commend 
the Abia State Government 
for their tools which have the 
potential to improve collec-
tions and the convenience of  
the taxpayer on our roads.”

“We sincerely thank the 
Governor of  Abia state Dr 
Okezie Victor Ikpeazu for 
the attention he gave to us 
to address him on the issues 
of  Abia state emblem en-
forcement and his prompt 
intervention to forstore the 
criminal act of  some of  the 
operators in the state.”

Fresh Security Measures: Police launches ‘Visibility Policing 
Operation’ nationwide

T
he Nigeria Police is to 
commence the Visi-
bility Policing Opera-

tion across the country, the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
(IGP) Usman Alkali Baba 
has ordered. 

He gave the directives at a 
meeting with Strategic Police 
Managers, including Assis-
tant Inspectors-General of  
Police, Commissioners of  Po-
lice, and the Force Manage-
ment Team at Force Head-
quarters, in Abuja.

He charged them to take 
into cognizance crime map-
ping strategies, massive de-
ployment of  operational, 
intelligence assets and man-
power.

The IGP expressed concern 
over the proliferation of  arms 
in sub-Saharan Africa which 
has consequently led to an 
increase in security threats 
within the nation, notably the 
attack on the Kuje Correc-
tional Facility in Abuja.

The Police Chief  acknowl-
edged the compliance level of  
strategic managers in identi-

fying vulnerabilities at custo-
dial facilities in their respec-
tive areas and complementing 
the Correctional Service in 
upscaling security in and 
around such facilities to fore-
stall further security breaches.

Commenting on the recent-
ly concluded Ekiti and Osun 
State Gubernatorial Elec-
tions, the IGP commended 
the police managers for the 
exceptional level of  profes-
sionalism displayed during 
the elections. 

He charged them to draw 
on the success of  enhancing 
election security management 
operations during the 2023 
general elections.

The IGP noted that plans 
have been concluded for the 
commencement of  the Elec-
tion Security Management 
Workshop organized by the 
Force in conjunction with 
Solar Security and Consult 
Company Limited.

The “Train-the-trainers” 
workshop was designed to 
broaden the knowledge and 
operational competence of  

strategic officers and will 
hold across the six geo-polit-
ical zones of  the country in 
August.

Attendees will include 
about 400 police officers, 
and personnel from the Mil-
itary, Department of  State 
Services, and other security 
agencies who complement 
the police in election security 
management.

The Inspector-General of  
Police, emphasized the im-
portance of  the protection of  
fundamental human rights 
as enshrined in the Constitu-
tion.

He charged all officers to 
discharge their duties pro-
fessionally in line with the 
dictates of  the law, as anyone 
who tramples on citizens’ 
rights would be promptly 
dealt with.

Abia Assembly Frowns at 
Abia Polytechnic’s Loss of  
Accreditation, investigates 
ABSU College of  Medicine 

• Berates Board of  Internal 
Revenue for resorting to so-
cial media to settle scores 

The Abia State House of  
Assembly has mandated its 
committee on health to turn 
in its report on the loss of  ac-
creditation of  the College of  
Medicine, Abia State Univer-
sity, Uturu, (ABSU). 

The Speaker, Rt Hon 
Chinedum Enyinnaya Orji 
made the announcement 
during plenary and urged 
the committee to turn in the 
report at the next legislative 
sitting. 

The Speaker also frowned 
at the loss of  accreditation of  
Abia State Polytechnic, Aba 
and said the House will be 
visiting the institution soon to 
conduct an on the spot assess-
ment of  the situation. 

The Speaker then an-
nounced that an eight mem-
ber Ad Hoc Committee 
chaired by Hon Emeka Oko-
roafor will be set up to thor-
oughly scrutinise how funds 
released to the institution by 
the government were expend-
ed with a view to helping in 
finding solutions to the crisis .

T
he Federal Competi-
tion and Consumer 
Protection Commis-

sion (FCCPC) says it is ille-
gal to disconnect a consumer 
from source of  power supply 
without a 10-day prior notice 
from the date of  bill delivery.

Mr. Babatunde Irukera, 
Executive Vice Chairman of  
the commission, stated this 
on Wednesday in Calabar at 
an electricity consumer com-
plaint resolution platform.

Irukera lament the abysmal 
service provided by Port Har-
court Electricity Distribution 
Company (PHED) in Cala-
bar and its environs.

He said from investigation 
by the commission, PHED 
had not fared well in the pro-
viding of  services to its con-
sumers commensurate with 
their bills.

Irukera particularly de-
scribed as “oppressive” 
PHEDC services to residents 
of  Cross River State.

He said that the reports 
they received on many issues 

included mass disconnection 
carried out by the company 
without recourse to the law.

“I want to convey to you 
the incredible displeasure of  
the people of  Cross River , 
according to them, especial-
ly the governor , if  they have 
their way , they will prefer 
that PHEDC does not oper-
ate in the state.
“If  this is the view about your 
business, then I don’t think 
that business will survive.
“The massive disconnection 
of  communities because of  
debt is not only illegal, it is 
outrageous and an abuse of  
the peoples right. Discon-
necting the whole communi-
ty is oppressive.
“There are people in that 
same community that are 
consistent with payment of  
bills, so it is injustice and un-
fair to also disconnect them.
“Any business that cannot 
satisfy its consumers is pre-
paring to die; allowing con-
sumers to pay tariffs without 
commensurate electricity 
supply is against the law.
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Editorial

he Organisation of  Petroleum TExporting Countries (OPEC) and its 
allies on Wednesday raised Nigeria's 

oil production quota to 1.830 million barrels 
per day in September from 1.826 million 
barrels per day in August.

OPEC raised Nigeria's oil production 
quota at its 31st OPEC and non-OPEC 
ministerial meeting, according to a 
statement released by the organisation on 
Wednesday.

It noted the dynamic and rapidly 
evolving oi l  market  fundamentals, 
necessitating continuous assessment of 
market conditions.

 This was part of actions, targeted at 
achieving increased stability in the global oil 
market.  Consequently, prices of many 
crudes, including Nigeria's Bonny Light, 
bounced back to over $100 per barrel in the 
global market.

But it was doubtful if Nigeria, currently 
producing about 1.4 mb/d, including 
condensates, would meet its target because 
of increased pipeline vandalisation, oil theft 
and illegal refining in the Niger Delta.

OPEC agreed to marginally increase 
output next month amid fears that a global 
recession will crash demand.

 The OPEC and its allies, including 
Russia, also known as OPEC+, said 
yesterday that it  would produce an 
additional 100,000 barrels a day in 
September.

This was the first OPEC meeting since 
US President Joe Biden visited Saudi Arabia 
last month.

In recent months, Nigeria has failed to 
meet OPEC production quotas. The country 
has faced never-ending oil theft that has 
affected production output.

The federal government in its recent 
draft fiscal strategy paper for 2023 through 
2025, presented by the Minister of Finance, 
Budget & National Planning, Zainab 
A h m e d ,  s h owe d  t h a t  o i l  r e ve n u e 
underperformed due to significant oil 
production shortfalls such as shut-ins 
resulting from pipeline vandalism and crude 
oil theft.

B r e n t  c r u d e  a n d  We s t  T e x a s 
Intermediate crude, the North American 
benchmark, both rose nearly 2 per cent 
yesterday after OPEC's announcement, as 
oil investors expected a bigger increase in 
production.

Still, OPEC expressed concerns, that 
global supply will not be able to meet 
demand after 2023. It said that emergency oil 
stocks among the 38 countries belonging to 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, which includes the 
world's biggest economies, are currently at 
their lowest levels in more than 30 years.

Last month, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) warned in a report that 'global 
oil inventories remain critically low,' and 

posed an especial  risk to emerging 
economies.

For months, OPEC+ has tried to reverse 
production cuts made during the pandemic 
when demand for oil cratered.

In June, the cartel agreed to increase 
supply to compensate for a drop in trade for 
Russian oil that month, after the European 
Union agreed to slash Russian crude imports 
by 90 per cent before the end of the year.

OPEC+ agreed to increase output by 
648,000 barrels per day in July and August.

But, according to a Reuters survey 
earlier this week, many countries have fallen 
short of their pledges.

On Wednesday, OPEC said that many of 
its members' production capacity was 
“severely limited” due to “chronic 
underinvestment in the oil sector.”

OPEC in its statement said chronic 
underinvestment in the oil sector has 
reduced excess capacities along the value 
chain (upstream/midstream/downstream).

It highlighted with particular concern 
that insufficient investment into the 
upstream sector will impact the availability 
of adequate supply in a timely manner to 
meet growing demand beyond 2023 from 
non-participating non-OPEC oil-producing 
countries, some OPEC Member Countries 
and participating non-OPEC oil-producing 
countries.

It noted that preliminary data for OECD 
commercial oil stocks level stood at 2,712 mb 
in June 2022, which was 163 mb lower than 
the same time last year, and 236 mb below 
the 2015-2019 average, and that emergency 
oil stocks have reached their lowest levels in 
more than 30 years.

T h e  b o dy  a d j u s t e d  u pwa r d  t h e 
production level for OPEC and non-OPEC 
Participating Countries by 0.1 mb/d for the 
month of September 2022.

For months, prices have climbed as 
Western embargoes on Russian oil have 
limited global supply. Those prices have 
helped the world's biggest oil companies 
reap record profits, even as millions face 
surging fuel bills.

The price of Brent crude, the global 
benchmark, also hit a high of $139 a barrel in 
March in the days after Russia invaded 
Ukraine, but Brent is now trading at around 
$100 as traders fear a global recession will 
hurt demand.

Analysts say the small increase is not 
likely to push down surging energy prices 
that have stoked inflation globally. The 
increase comes weeks after U.S. President 
Joe Biden visited Saudi Arabia in a bid to try 
get big oil producers to pump more crude to 
cut prices.

We, therefore urge the industry 
stakeholders to work with the government 
in addressing the current security challenges 
such as pipeline vandalism and oil theft that 
was affecting the sector.

OPEC's new September oil
quota for Nigeria revolves
around doubtful possibilities
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n July 29, 2022, the 

Ogovernor of  Rivers State, 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, 

on his arrival from Spain had 
addressed journalists at the Port 
Harcourt International Airport 
on recent happenings in the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP.

The governor, observed and 
regretted that some Journalists 
like Dr. Reuben Abati, had made 
some uninformed assertions on 
happenings in the PDP and did 
not bother to check the facts. His 
remarks were innocuous. Excerpt 
of  the interaction of  Governor 
Wike is captured thus; “People 
like Reuben Abati, former Press 
Secretary to the President, 
sometimes, when you read or hear 
what he said, you begin to wonder 
where we are heading to. No more 
investigative journalism – people 
just stayed somewhere, concoct 
stories, all kind of  things they 
want to say.”

That observation was made to 
reference comments on a recent 
interview that was conducted by 
Abati and Tundun Abiola, who 
co-hosted Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, 
the Presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP.

Governor Wike pointed to 
some of  those comments on that 
programme and said, ” See the 
statements he made. So many lies 
were told and then you say I 
should not react to some of  those 
issues? That will not be fair.”

At best, such is the unarguable 
position of  Governor Wike, 
unapologetically, and we would 
have left it  at that without 
dignifying Abati, a mystified self-
satisfied public commentator with 
any response about his public 
outburst on the 1st August, 2022 
while on Arise Television, Arise 
News.

A b a t i ,  b u o ye d  b y  s e l f -
i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i n  h i s 
characterist ic  penchant for 
bellicosity, recklessly jettisoned 
j o u r n a l i s m  e t h i c s  w h i c h 
demanded that he comports 
himsel f  in  publ ic  or  while 
performing his duties as journalist 
in such manner as to maintain the 
dignity of  the profession. Rather, 
he  de l igh ted  in  mal ign ing 
Governor Wike.

Any discerning mind will 
agree that Abati's outburst and 
u n b r i d l e d  d e r o g a t o r y 
commentary on Governor Wike 
c a n  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s 
irresponsible, scurrilous and 
infantile. And we do have moral 
obligation to put things right by 
setting the records straight. We do 
so with the same conviction that 
Governor Wike spoke of, which 
he made clear at his interaction 
with journalists and stated that, “I 
can't continue to remain silent. 
Nigerians must know what 
happened, Nigerians must know 
who are those that love them. 
Nigerians must know whether we 
are serious about leadership of  

this country.”
It does appear that Abati 

seemed to be so self-involved, and 
driven by 'a-should-be-known' 
vested interest about the inner 
happenings in PDP, otherwise, 
why fume about the resolve of  
governor Wike on what he would 
be unveiling in the coming days. 
There are often two sides to a story 
and if  Abati is not interested about 
the other and balancing side to 
what he believes to have known 
already, it shall be construed that 
truth does not matter to him.

Every journalist worth his salt 
pushed to secure it, as demanded 
professionally, to access it and to 
balance the viewpoints. If  Abati is 
averse to such, then on what truth 
does he practice his journalism?

The sacredness of  facts is 
embedded in the truth that is 
adjudged as absolute, eternal and 
eschatological. It is a conscience 
path that the media must continue 
to tread and be guided while 
playing out their roles, a duty that 
places on journalists a moral duty 
to steer clear from inputting their 
sentiments into information in 
order not to broaden the harm 
done by misinformation.

Abati had claimed to have 
been a journalist since 1985. Such 
boasting of  the sojourn of  his 
professional practice, he thinks, 
puts him on such pedestal to say 
Governor does not have the 
capacity and intellect to teach him 
j o u r n a l i s m .  T h e  b e s t  o f  
journalism, he knows, were not 
taught to him in the classroom. He 
garnered from daily experiences 
as he discharges his duties. Events 
and persons he had met and 
encountered had impacted more 
on such knowledge base he prides 
in. No matter how one despises 
the teacher, the lessons taught, 
inculcated by the teacher are often 
eternal.

Does length of  service make 
one hard to err? So, is Abati 
infallible? Can he be wrong? Of  
course, he can and has been so 
observed. But does he know it 
when he is wrong professionally 
and be humbled enough to accept 

correction? That is where the 
cloud keeps thick darkness. His 
rantings on Monday 1st August 
2022 on his Arise TV morning 
programme show him to have 
displayed how intolerable he 
could be when his errors are 
pointed at, and to him.

It is this bitterness that has 
manifested because he failed to 
realise that decency should be his 
watch word, particularly, when he 
is on live television. The privilege 
to anchor a television programme 
cannot be a licence to malign a 
person of  the governor's status.

Related News
In his zest to impress some 

extraneous influences, Abati 
merely discredited journalism 
ethics which prohibits him, in any 
m a n n e r,  t o  r i d i c u l e,  c a s t 
aspersions on, or degrade any 
person by reason of  his political 
conviction, not even the office of  a 
state governor. Rather than 
p u f f i n g  i n  a r r o g a n c e  a n d 
i n d u l g i n g  i n  u n wa r r a n t e d 
combativeness, Abati, ought to 
have realised that journalists 
engaged in television and radio 
media practice ought to show 
higher adherence to ethical 
practices and tolerance.

Indeed, what investigative 
journalism does is to search out 
the truth from the subtext of  
falsehood to achieve the needed 
correction. It is for this that 
Governor Wike wondered about 
the absence of  factual substance 
s i e ve d  f r o m  i nve s t i g a t i ve 
journalism efforts in some, if  not 
all of  the comments made by 
A b a t i .  H i s  c o m m e n t a r i e s 
therefrom, arising from that Arise 
TV interaction, were obviously 
tilted, showed of  him, who is a 
distant  fe l low to the inner 
happenings among politicians 
within the PDP, as if  he were an 
active participator. It suggested a 
taking of  sides. His comments 
were short of  a well searched out 
positions.

Abati might want to claim he 
merely expressed his freedom of  
speech as enshrined in the 
country's Constitution, but he 

must bear in mind, as a journalist, 
that he has responsibility to refrain 
from using stinging and pungent 
language that cast cloud on a 
person's credibility. Freedom of  
expression does not license a 
journalist, no matter how highly 
placed, even inadvertently, to 
insult the Governor of  Rivers 
State.

Perhaps, one needs to inform 
Abati to learn to value positions 
and opinions of  other people 
according to their merits. To this 
end, it may interest him to know 
that before joining active politics, 
Governor Wike, already had two 
d e g r e e s  i n  P o l i t i c a l 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  L aw, 
respectively. Hence, the governor's 
intellectual acumen cannot be 
questioned by him.

G o v e r n o r  W i k e  w a s 
Chairman of  Obio-Akpor Local 
Government Area of  Rivers State 
between 1999 and 2007. During 
this period, he served as Deputy 
President, Association of  Local 
G ove r n m e n t s  o f  N i g e r i a , 
ALGON, in 2004 and was later 
elected the President of  ALGON. 
H e  w a s  a l s o  a n  A f r i c a n 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  L o c a l 
Governments Forum.

In 2007, he was appointed the 
Chief  of  Staff  to Governor Rotimi 
Chibuike Amaechi between 2007 
and 2011. And on July 14th, 2011, 
he was appointed Minister of  state 
for Education, and later as 
S u p e r v i s i n g  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Education. By this time, Abati 
was the spokesperson of  President 
Goodluck Jonathan.

Abati, will acknowledge that 
during Wike's tenure as the 
Minister of  State for Education, 
he made a remarkable impact in 
the sub-sector of  basic education.

It is on record that as Minister 

he spearheaded a nationwide 

reform of  the nation's education 

system. Some of  the notable 

programs he championed for 

include: Enabling access to 

quality education for about nine 

million Almajiri children in 

northern Nigeria.

I n  2 0 1 4 ,  h e  r e s i g n e d 

v o l u n t a r i l y  t o  v i e  f o r 

Governorship of  Rivers State on 

the Peoples Democratic Party's 

ticket, won the general elections in 

April the following year. On April 

3rd, 2019, he was re-elected as the 

Governor of  Rivers State in the 

2019 general elections.

In his  s t int  in  of f ice  as 

Governor of  Rivers State, Wike 

has achieved a lot. Every sincere 

Rivers citizen and residents will 

attest to the fact that fulfilling 

promises and delivering quality 

projects is the mind, body and soul 

o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  W i k e ' s 

administration.

The constant, consistent and 

recurrent narratives of  the last 

over seven years of  the Wike's 

administration has been an 

unprecedented  de l iver y  o f  

projects, transformation and 

progress. In recent times, the 

governor and eminent Nigerians 

have traversed the length and 

b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o 

commission or flag-off  various 

development projects in the 

education, healthcare, housing, 

social welfare, sports sectors.

May be, Abati needs to be 

reminded of  his own writing in 

Premium Times, January 24, 

2016, in the article entitled, 

“ W h e r e  a r e  t h e  p u b l i c 

intellectuals.” In that article, 

Abati discussed who intellectuals 

are and would have expected him 

to be excited when such traits are 

manifested by well-meaning 

Nigerians. Abati just refused to 

accept the richness of  intelligence 

possessed by Governor Wike, 

who in public life, has impacted 

enormously on national life, and 

pushed ideas forth to feed public 

discourse. In fact, in that article, 

Abati noted that intellectuals have 

ideas that they push within and 

beyond ” boundaries, destroyed 

illusions, questioned orthodoxies 

and enabled societal progress… 

in te l l ec tua l s  exer ted  g rea t 

influence on public policy, and 

their input into the governance 

process could not be ignored.”

So, does Abati fear to learn 

a n d  r e l e a r n  s o m e  o f  h i s 

professional trappings for saner 

practice patten, howbeit, also 

unlearn his egocentric attitude 

that obfuscate his professional 

judgment and capacity to tolerate 

an opposing view without being 

personal or sorely emotional.

Ke l v i n  E b i r i  i s  S p e c i a l 

Assistant (Media) to Governor 

Nyesom Wike

Abati and his unwarranted tirade at Wike
By Kelvin Ebiri

Abati Wike



Advertorial
News Echo   Friday 05 - Saturday 06 August, 2022                                                                   Page 6



Advertorial
News Echo   Friday 05 - Saturday 06 August, 2022                                                                   Page 7



Advertorial
News Echo   Friday 05 - Saturday 06 August, 2022                                                                   Page 8



4 relatives to council boss killed 
by gunmen laid to rest in Ebonyi 

News Echo   Friday 5 - Saturday 6 August, 2022                                                                            Page 9

News

Alleged Organ Harvesting: Ekweremadu to 
remain in detention as court adjourns
hearing to Oct. 31 
T

he Former Deputy 
President of  the Nige-
rian Senate, and Sena-

tor representing Enugu West 
Senatorial District, Sen. Ike 
Ekweramadu had been re-
manded in prison as the or-
gan harvesting case involving 
him and his wife was today 
adjourned to 31st of  October.

The couple is charged 
with human trafficking and 
attempted organ harvesting. 
The Old Bailey, as it is fondly 
called, adjourned the pre-trial 
hearing to 31 October.

“Mrs Ekweremadu, who is 
on bail, appeared at the Old 
Bailey for a plea and direc-
tions hearing, with Messrs 
Ekweremadu and Obeta also 
attending by video link from 
Wandsworth and Belmarsh 
prisons,” Daily Mail report-
ed.

Reports said the judge, 
Richard Marks, said the case 
would be heard by a High 
Court judge, adding that a 
provisional trial will begin 
by 2 May, 2023 with an esti-
mated length of  three to four 
weeks.

Ekweremadu and his wife, 
Beatrice Ekweremadu, were 
on 23 June arrested in the 
UK by London Met Police 
and charged with conspiracy 
to traffic a child to the United 
Kingdom in order to harvest 
organs.

According to the prosecu-

tors, the couple has a daugh-
ter who has a kidney-related 
disease and has been on dialy-
sis for some time. They added 
that they believe the plan was 
to use an organ from the boy 
on their daughter who needs 
a kidney transplant.

In a turn of  events, David 
Nwamini (alleged victim of  
trafficking) told doctors he 
was 15 and was coerced by 
the Ekweremadus into donat-
ing his kidney.

However, the Nigerian gov-
ernment said all its records 
show that Mr Nwamini was 
not a minor and was 21 years 
old.

The Westminster Mag-
istrate Court in the United 
Kingdom later ruled that he is 
not a minor.

The Ekweremadus are fac-
ing charges of  conspiring to 
traffick a person for organ 
harvesting in violation of  the 
Modern Slavery Act 2015.

The case was transferred 
to Central Criminal Court in 
London popularly known as 
Old Bailey where Mrs Ek-
weremadu was granted bail 
on stringent conditions. But 
the senator was denied bail 
because he was said to be a 
flight risk.

Obinna Obeta, a Nigerian 
doctor practising in the UK, 
has been charged with plot-
ting with the Ekweremadus 
to traffic a man into the UK 

By David Eze,
Abakaliki

The people of  Ekpaomaka 
Community in Ikwo local 
Government Area of  Eb-
onyi State were thrown into 
mourning as the bodies of  4 
relatives of  the council chair-
man who were assassinated 
by unknown gun men were 
laid to rest. 

Recall that unknown 
gunmen had attacked the 
hometown of  the Chairman 
of  Ikwo Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State, Steve 
Orogwu, killing three of  his 
relatives and a neighbour.

The gunmen also burnt 
down the family house of  
the Orogwus. The incident 
which occurred on 17th May, 
2022 claimed the life of  4 
persons whose names were 
given as: Mr. Egwu Origwu 
(75yrs), Chigbogu Orogwu 
(26yrs), Sunday Orogwu 
(19yrs), and Mr. Kelechi 
Nwuji (27yrs). 

In their separate speeches, 
the first son of  the deceased, 

Dr. Uchenna Orogwu de-
scribed his late father as a 
great hero who loves to help 
those around him and has 
contributed enormously to 
the development of  their 
community and the entire 
Ikwo local government. 

He prayed God to grant 
their soul eternal rest. The 
Executive chairman of  Ikwo 
LGA Elder Stephen Orogwu 
in his tribute stated that his 
late brother was an industrial-
ist who loves peace and unity 
and will always be remem-
bered for his legacies in their 
community. 

The Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Engr. David Umahi 
who was represented by the 
Deputy Governor, Dr. Eric 
Kelechi Igwe lamented bit-
terly over the ugly incident 
calling on security agencies 
to do everything possible to 
arrest and prosecute all those 
behind the dastardly act. 

The solemn burial attract-
ed people from all walks of  
life who came to sympathize 
with the deceased family.

Chief Kelvin Unakalamba and other Chief of Irete community after his chieftaincy decoration on Tuesday.

to harvest a kidney for their 
daughter.

Obeta appeared before 
Bexley Magistrates’ court on 
13 July and is charged un-
der the Modern Slavery Act 
with arranging the travel of  
a 21-year-old man between 
August 2021 and May 2022 
to exploit him.

It could recalled that a 
criminal court in London, 
had earlier granted bail to Be-
atrice Ekweremadu, who is 
enmeshed in an alleged organ 
harvesting trial along with her 
husband, Ike Ekweremadu, a 
former Nigerian Deputy Sen-
ate President.

The court, popularly 

known as Old Bailey, granted 
bail to Mrs Ekweremadu on 
stringent conditions but de-
nied bail to her husband, Mr 
Ekweremadu, who continues 
to be held in custody.

“The position is that I have 
granted bail to Beatrice sub-
ject to some fairly stringent 
conditions but I have refused 
bail to Ike,” U.K. Judge, Rich-
ard Marks was quoted as say-
ing.

Foundry Chambers repre-
senting the Ekweremadus in a 
statement confirmed the bail 
granted to Mrs Ekweremadu 
saying “an application for bail 
on Friday was refused for Ike 
Ekweremadu but granted for 

Beatrice on strict conditions 
to ensure her attendance and 
obviate any concerns of  her 
being a flight risk ahead of  
a plea and trial preparation 
hearing scheduled to take 
place on 4th August 2022 and 
a subsequent trial next year.”

Additionally, a Nigerian 
doctor, Obinna Obeta, prac-
tising in the U.K has been 
charged with plotting with 
the Ekweremadus to traffic a 
man into the UK to harvest a 
kidney for their daughter.

According to reports, Obeta 
appeared before Bexley Mag-
istrates’ court on July 13 and 
is charged under the Modern 
Slavery Act with arranging 

the travel of  a 21-year-old 
man between August 2021 
and May 2022 to exploit him.

It had earlier been report-
ed, how the police arrested 
and charged the couple with 
conspiracy to harvest the or-
gans of  a child brought to 
London by them.

According to the prosecu-
tors, the couple has a daugh-
ter who has a kidney-related 
disease and has been on dial-
ysis for quite some time. 

They added that they be-
lieve the plan was to use an 
organ from the boy on their 
daughter who appears to 
need a kidney transplant.

ISTMA to erect 56 bus stops for Imo City
Transport Scheme

T
he government of  Imo 
State through the min-
istry of  transport has 

hearkened to public plea on 
the government’s identifica-
tion of  bus stops in the city 
for Owerri City Transporters 
haven being non visible to the 
road users of  recent.

Consequently, the minis-
tries of  transport through the 
Imo State Traffic Manage-
ment Authority (ISTMA) 
have identified a total of  56 
bus stops in the state’s capital 
city - Owerri with more to be 
identified and erected when 
the need arises. 

At the flag off, Wednesday, 
the Commissioner for Trans-
port, Hon. Barr. Rex Anuno-
bi (Sokom) in company of  
the Public Transit Inspector, 
Comr. Uche Frank Obi dis-
closed that his Ministry was 
acting in the exercise of  its 

statutory responsibilities un-
der Imo State Law No. 3 of  
2007, which conferred the 
Ministry with the responsi-
bility to control public transit 
operations in the state.

He noted that the state 
government under the inde-
fatigable leadership of  His 
Excellency Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
is a listening government as 
his Ministry is determined 
to remove all inconveniences 
suffered by motorists in the 
city through proactively iden-
tifying road safety problems 
or problematic locations and 
developing potential safety 
strategies.

He cautioned that the bus 
stops will only serve as drop 
points and should in no way 
be converted to full fledge 
motor parks.

He listed the bus stops to 

be: Concord Junction, Ow-
erri Girls, Assumpta gate, 
IICC, Douglas after Owerri 
Municipal gate, Douglas af-
ter Rotobi, Ama JK, Douglas 
Immediately Mbaise road, 
St. Mulumber by First bank, 
New Market by Douglas, 
Dan Anyian Stadium, Cher-
ubim Junction, Okigwe road 
by Prisons, Civil Defense by 
Okigwe road among others.

The bus stop flag off  was 
unveiled with the leadership 
of  Imo City Transport Oper-
ators lending supports to the 
development. 

Responding, drivers of  
Imo City Transport thanked 
the Governor, Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
and the commissioner for 
Transport, Barr. Rex Anuno-
bi for providing them with 
these designated bus stops 
while promising to abide by 

the law in the smooth opera-
tions of  their members in the 
city. 

In a related development, 
the commissioner also in-
spected the new cross bars 
installed at both ends of  the 
Evan Enwerem road (former 
Akachi road) which were in-
stalled the previous week but 
were knocked off  by stubborn 
truck drivers.

He stated that the purpose 
of  erecting the cross bars at 
the road was to prevent the 
incessant tumbling of  heavy 
duty trucks and lorries on the 
road which threatens the safe-
ty of  road users, while noting 
that the road was a low im-
pact road not built for use of  
heavy duty trucks and lorries.

He advised the heavy duty 
truck drivers to use the new-
ly opened up Douglas road 
which is a high impact road.
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he popularization of  the Tt e r m  " u n k n o w n 
gunmen" started in Imo 

State after the military were 
invited to Orlu in the wake of  
a l l eged  f ight ing  be tween 
security forces and the Eastern 
Secur i ty  Network  of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB). Before the invitation of  
the Nigerian military to that 
area by the State actors, Imo 
State was generally peaceful 
and there was no bloodletting 
which is now the order of  the 
day.

We recall that from 2011 to 
2019, eight solid years of  former 
governor Rochas Okorocha's 
administration, there was 
relative peace. Though, the 
IPOB would as usual issue her 
threat to have a Biafra nation, 
but the government at the time 
would parley with them hence 
we had a peaceful Imo. Outside 
the stray bullet that killed the 
y o u n g  a n d  i n n o c e n t 
Somtochukwu during the crisis 
created in the wake of  the 
demol i t ion  o f  Eke -ukwu 
Owerri ancestral market, there 
w a s  n o  o t h e r  k n o w n 
government involved in the 
killing in the State.

Ditto to the seven month-old 
administration of  Rt. Hon. 
Emeka Ihedioha, who held 
sway as the governor of  the 
State, Imo enjoyed absolute 
peace. The youths of  the State 
were virtually part of  the 
government, the same goes to 
women and indeed every 
Imolite was involved in moving 
the State forward, until the 

unexpected happened on the 
14th of  January, 2020 when that 
glorious regime was removed by 
the Supreme Court.

Going down memory lane, 
the claim that Imo State used to 
be the most peaceful State of  the 
Federation was true. It won 
accolades for this great feat. 
P r i o r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t 
administration it was the tourist 
destination of  the other States 
in the country. Residents of  the 
neighbouring States such as 
Rivers, Bayelsa, Enugu,etc used 
to spend their weekends in 
Owerri, the capital. There was 
nightlife and the hotel rooms 
used to be booked in advance. 
The economy of  the State was 
also flourishing. In fact, the 
people were always in a happy 
mood. In fact, that is the Imo of  
our collective dream.

When the security threat of  
the South East began, as a result 
of  the increasing activities of  
the Fulani Herdsmen in all parts 
of  the country, some regions 
initiated internal security 
mechanisms to checkmate the 
actions of  these marauders. By 
then these Fulani Herdsmen 
had taken over all the forests 
and bushes in the Southern 
parts of  the country with flimsy 
excuses of  grazing their cattle. 
Unfortunately, they turned the 
forests into a kidnapping den. 
They kidnapped, killed, raped, 
and carried all sorts of  illegal 
acts in the forest.

The first geopolitical zone to 
take the bold step was the South 
West. They overcame all odds 
to establish their own kind of  
security outfit “Amotekun”. 
This security outfit has been 

fruitful in that region because all 
the States House of  Assembly in 
the South West were involved 
and they passed the bill which 
b e c a m e  a n  a c t  o f  t h e 
parliament.

The South East wanted to 
emulate the success story of  the 
South West in setting up the 
Amotekun, but theirs was 
politicized. Governor Hope 
Uzodimma first broke the news 
when the Correspondents' 
Chapel of  the Imo State chapter 
of  the Nigerian Union of  
Journalists (NUJ) paid him a 
courtesy visit that the South 
East was planning to set up a 
security outfit to checkmate the 
i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e 
Herdsmen in our region. He 
announced that the security 
outfit would be unveiled after a 
security summit that would take 
place in Owerri very soon.

The governor was quoted as 
saying that before now, the 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) was the brainchild of  the 
South East governors until it 
was hijacked by the Indigenous 
Peoples of  Biafra (IPOB) and 
bastardized the name and “we 
have to change it”.

According to the governor, it 
i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e a c h 
geopoli t ical  zone to now 
manage her own security. It is 
true that the South East and 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo tried to set 
up Eastern Security Network 
and before we could come out 
with something, IPOB hijacked 
the name and started messing 
up with it.

“Very soon we will come up 
with a name and we will not 
allow any external evasion or 

allow anybody to take us to 
ransom. There is no failure in 
government as its primary aim 
is to protect lives and property. 
Very soon a security summit 
will be hosted in Owerri and 
something meaningful will 
come out  to complement 
c o n v e n t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y 
agencies”, he said. 

However, on April 11, 2021 
in Owerri, there was a South 
East security summit attended 
by the five governors of  the 
region, the Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
worldwide, top security chiefs 
and the leadership of  religious 
groups where a security outfit 
“Ebubeagu” was formed.

Part of  the communique 
reached at the summit included: 
to strongly and unequivocally 
c o n d e m n  t e r r o r i s m  a n d 
banditry in any part of  Nigeria, 
particularly in the South East. 
T h e  m e e t i n g  s t r o n g l y 
condemns the burning of  police 
stations, violent attacks on 
custodial centres with the 
unlawful release of  inmates, 
and the killings  including 
security personnel, natives/ 
farmers and headsmen. 

* T h a t   t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
leadership in the South East has 
resolved to bring together all the 
arsenals at their command, as 
one united zone, to fight and 
flush out criminals and terrorist 
from the zone. 

*That the summit resolved 
that to achieve this, there is a 
need to galvanise all the relevant 
stakeholders in the south east,  
the political class,  the business 
community, the bureaucrats 
and the intelligentsia to provide 
all necessary support to security 
operatives in the five south east 
states to ensure total success in 
the fight against criminality in 
the zone.

*That to fast track crime-
busting in the south east, the 
heads of  security agencies have 
been mandated to draw up a 
comprehensive list of  their 
logistics and material needs for 
sustainable success in the fight 
against criminality, for the 
immediate provision by the 
leadership of  the South East. 

*That a committee made up 
o f  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l , 
gover nment  of f ic ia ls  and 
relevant stakeholders be set up 
to coordinate and monitor the 
implementation of  the south 
east joint security platform.

*To applaud the initiative of  
the South east security summit 
and to make it a statutory 
summit that will convene every 
quarter while its hosting shall 
rotate among the five south east 
states. The meeting appreciated 
the formation of  South East 
joint security outfit code named 
Ebubeagu with headquarters in 

Enugu to coordinate it.
Having done this on papers, 

the questions now remain why 
they could not follow the steps 
adopted by their South West 
counterparts? Did the States 
House of  Assembly in the five 
States of  the region pass the 
legislation to monitor it? Who 
a n d  w h o  a p p o i n t e d  t h e 
coordinators and members of  
the Ebubeagu security outfit? 
How many States have adopted 
a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e 
resolution? Are the Ebubeagu 
m e m b e r s ,  t h e  u n k n o w n 
gunmen operating in Ebonyi 
and Imo States?

The above questions became 
per t inent considering the 
activities of  the so-called 
Ebubeagu security outfit in Imo 
State. The element of  5Ws and 
H: who, when, where, what, 
why and how this organization 
which is now dreaded in the 
State was formed has become 
the concern of  everybody. Their 
activities are no longer to 
protect lives and property of  the 
citizens of  the State but are 
allegedly seen as an agent to kill, 
maim, harass and intimate the 
people.

Recent ugly events in parts 
of  the State such as the cool-
b looded ki l l ing  of  about 
21wedding guests in Awo-
Omamma in Oru West local 
government, killing of  a young 
man in Oguta in Oguta local 
government, and the murder of  
another seven people in Orogwe 
i n  O w e r r i  W e s t  l o c a l 
government and other killings 
in the Orlu area are allegedly 
pointed towards the Ebubeagu.  
Therefore, the activities of  the 
said Ebubeagu security outfit no 
doubt brings to the conclusion 
that they are the brain behind 
the unknown gunmen which 
ravaged the State last year.

It, therefore, behooves on 
the chief  security officer of  the 
S t a t e ,  G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma to put a stop to 
these careless  ki l l ings by 
unbanning the  Ebubeagu 
security outfit and in its place 
set up community vigilante 
groups in collaboration with 
traditional rulers and town 
union leaders. Its membership 
should be drawn from active 
and able-bodied men with 
proven track records of  good 
character and conduct. People 
with questionable means of  
l ive l ihood should  not  be 
members of  the proposed 
community vigilante.

 Unmasking of the Unknown Gunmen 

By Amby Uneze KSJI
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Politics

By Chuks Iloegbunam 

S
ome have called you fool-
ish, dear Sam Omatseye. 
Others insist that you are 
plain stupid. There are 

those who hold you to be be-
neath contempt. 

Their howls of  execration 
upon you are in reaction to your 
August 1, 2022 article entitled 
Obi-tuary (https://thenationon-
lineng.net/obi-tuary/). 

For me, however, you are a 
dear friend. Our friendship start-
ed in the 1980s at Newswatch 
magazine where both of  us 
practiced journalism before you 
travelled to the United States for 
further studies. 

It continued upon your return 
and strengthened to the point 
that, sometimes, you get the pro-
ducers of  your TV Continental 
programme to connect me to 
field questions live. 

Besides, living in different 
states, we often chat by tele-
phone. I demonstrated our ami-
ty again last May when I was in 
Nigeria’s commercial capital for 
the Lagos International Book 
Fair. I phoned you and, within 
the hour, you were at my stand 
where we spent quality time rem-
iniscing about the good old days 
and prognosticating on the fu-
ture of  our dear fatherland.

Armed with this handle of  
friendship, I have just the one ad-
vice for you: Be careful. It is in 
elaboration of  this counsel that 
I write all that you read hereon. 
Please look back to the time of  
the Nigeria-Biafra war of  1967 to 
1970.

 You will find that, military or 
civilian, none of  the political ac-
tors of  that era is still in a posi-
tion to fight elections today. The 
final curtain long fell for most of  
them. 

Of  the lot that remains, some 
have become vegetables, or are 
propped up with a suffusion of  
drugs or would not find their way 
to the loo unless hired attendants 
or swearing relatives point it out. 

Together with the handful that 
are still blessed with something 
close to robust health, they have 
one thing in common. They are 
seated, restless or restive, in var-
ious existential departure halls, 
clutching fitfully at their board-
ing passes and waiting for that 
inevitable voice that cannot be 
disobeyed, to announce their 
flights into past tense.

In a broad sense, the departed 
leave their legacies, good, bad or 
ugly, for those standing in line 
and waiting their turns to also 
check out. What legacies, dear 
Sam, are you and I feverishly 
working day and night to leave 
for those coming in our wake? 

On Peter Obi: ‘Everyone’s obituary is inevitable,’
Sam Omatseye told to cleanse his journalism

When you write an article 
that denigrates the Igbo nation 
of  over 50 million people, and 
make nonsense of  some of  those 
things that mean the most to 
them, do you really believe that 
your disposition is justified by 
the pay and perquisites that ac-
crue to you at Ahmed Bola Tinu-
bu’s The Nation newspapers?

This is you: “The Biafran bab-
blers are alive and well. They 
just swapped icons, rechristened 
the shrines and rewrote the rites. 
They left the prophet for a secu-
lar priest. They have had a switch 
of  battle gear.” This clearly is a 
perfidious way of  sentencing 
Ndigbo to the status of  the bat 
that is neither bird nor mammal. 
Their fight for Biafra five decades 
ago was stopped. 

Their fight now for democrat-
ic integration impels you to call 
them babblers, i.e., people who 
are no more than endless talkers 
of  nonsense. One would think 
that the bat sobriquet aptly be-
comes your Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu whose initials provide the 
BAT acrostic that he wears like a 
badge. I will sooner return to the 
BAT.

This, again, is your characteri-
sation of  the Igbo: “They can say 
they have a legitimate tribe and 
rhetoric. They may pretend to 
love Nigeria. They may claim to 
embrace INEC, cling to a politi-
cal party no one in the police or 
DSS will harangue.”

Isn’t this the height of  Igbo-
phobia? We may go back in his-

tory. Before Tinubu, there were 
other Yoruba presidential candi-
dates, including Chief  Obafemi 
Awolowo, Chief  M. K. O. Abi-
ola, General Olusegun Oba-
sanjo, Chief  Gani Fawehinmi 
and Chief  Olu Falae. None of  
these personages indexed their 
presidential ambition on stoking 
inter-tribal animosity between 
the Yoruba and the Igbo. As a 
matter of  fact, Chief  Philip Eze-
builo Umeadi, Igbo and one of  
the oldest Senior Advocates of  
Nigeria, was Papa Awolowo’s 
running mate in the 1979 presi-
dential election.

Why does it make sense to you 
and to your principal that the 
only route to his vaulting pres-
idential ambition must be one 
that sunders two ethnic groups 
that have since before the amal-
gamation been living together 
in amity, harmony and peace, 
two peoples that have always, in 
peace or in peril, lent each other 
a helping hand?

At the height of  the Western 
Nigeria political crisis of  the mid 
1960s that pitted Chief  Awolowo 
against Chief  Samuel Ladoke 
Akintola, the former’s Action 
Group (AG) and Dr. M. I. Ok-
para’s National Convention of  
Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) en-
tered into a coalition that birthed 
the United Progressives Grand 
Alliance (UPGA). We have it on 
Wole Soyinka’s authority – see 
page 73 of  his autobiographical 
You Must Set Forth At Dawn 
(Bookcraft, Ibadan 2006) that Dr. 

Okpara lent the then incarcerated 
Awo a voice by dispatching Mazi 
Anyogu Elekwachi Ukonu and a 
complement of  seasoned broad-
casters that installed a transmitter 
right inside Awolowo’s Ibadan 
home.

Ndigbo were not a part of  
Awolowo’s treason trial and his 
imprisonment for ten years. Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe even said that 
he was the one that insisted on 
Awolowo being imprisoned in 
Calabar, rather than in Northern 
Nigeria where the chief  feared 
that poisoning could end his life.

It was not the Igbo that nul-
lified Chief  Abiola’s victory in 
the 1993 presidential election. 
Rather, Ndigbo were in the fore-
front of  the NADECO (National 
Democratic Coalition) struggle 
against the gross injustice.

 At least a third of  those that 
formed the NADECO were Igbo, 
according to a list in Battlelines: 
Adventures in Journalism and 
Politics, Chief  Segun Osoba’s au-
tobiography published in 2020 by 
Diamond Publications Limited, 
Lagos. They included Commo-
dore Ebitu Ukiwe, the late Ad-
miral Ndubuisi Kanu, Okwadike 
(Dr.) Chukwuemeka Ezeife, Prof  
Anya O. Anya, Chief  Ralph Obi-
oha, Chief  Empire Kanu, Chief  
Michael Anyiam, Chief  E. 
Duru, Chief  Vincent Nwizugbo 
and Dr. Uma Eleazu.

NADECO had an internation-
al arm. In the United Kingdom, 
its meetings were held in the late 
Raph Uwechue’s Africa Books 

Limited offices in Hammer-
smith London. Chief  Uwechue 
was Igbo. Dear Sam, I do not 
know exactly where you were 
at the time, and I concede that, 
among Nigerian politicians, 
there is something known as se-
lective amnesia. 

If, therefore, your Tinubu, who 
lived in London for a portion of  
his exile, does not remember 
Uwechue’s role in NADECO, 
I am sure that none of  Gener-
al Alani Akinrinade, Professor 
Bolaji Akinyemi and Professor 
Sylvester Monye will ever forget. 

All the Igbo fighters for June 
12 were not dissuaded by the 
fact that their struggle was to 
actualise the electoral mandate 
of  Chief  Abiola, a Yoruba poli-
tician. Apart from incarceration, 
harassment by security opera-
tives and the alienation of  exile, 
some of  these men paid heavily 
in other ways for their commit-
ment to the cause of  justice. 
Chief  Bobo Nwosisi died in ex-
ile in London. Chief  Obioha lost 
his bank, the First African Trust 
Bank Limited.

In the light of  the above, 
readers would have to judge for 
themselves whether or not it is 
right for you, Sam, to say the fol-
lowing of  Ndigbo: “They have 
transferred the temperament of  
their former master into the new. 
And they have not spared any 
incoherence, any lack of  finesse, 
and threats and tantrums, any 
show of  rabid, primitive cants, 
or any ululations. 

Peter Obi        Chuks Iloegbunam



n Akwa Ibom 

AState High Court 
in Uyo has been 

sentenced to death by 
hanging Uduak Frank 
Akpan for the killing of  a 
job seeker,  Iniobong 
Umoren.

T h e  c o u r t  a l s o  
sentenced the 21- year- old 
A k p a n  t o  l i f e  
imprisonment for raping 
the deceased.

The convict, in April 
2021, lured his victim to his 
father's house in Uruan 
local government area 
under the pretext of  
offering her a job. He ended 
up raping and killing her.

The trial judge, Justice 
Bassey Nkanang delivered 
the ruling that lasted for 
more than two hours on 
Thursday.

The court, however, 
discharged and acquitted 
the convict's father, Frank 
A k p a n  a n d  s i s t e r ,  
BasseyAnwan, the 2nd and 
3 r d  d e f e n d a n t s  
respectively.

They were accused of  
accessory after the fact to 
murder.

Pass ing  the  death  
sentence, Justice Nkanang 

he Former Deputy TPresident of  the 
Nigerian Senate, 

and Senator representing 
Enugu West Senatorial 
D i s t r i c t ,  S e n .  I k e 
Ekweramadu had been 
remanded in prison as the 
organ har vest ing case 
involving him and his wife 
was today adjourned to 31st 
of  October.

The couple is charged 
with human trafficking and 
a t t e m p t e d  o r g a n 
harvesting. The Old Bailey, 
as  i t  i s  fondly cal led, 
adjourned the pre-trial 
hearing to 31 October.

“Mrs  Ekweremadu, 
who is on bail, appeared at 
the Old Bailey for a plea and 
directions hearing, with 
Messrs Ekweremadu and 
Obeta also attending by 
v i d e o  l i n k  f r o m 
Wandsworth and Belmarsh 
p r i s o n s,”  D a i ly  M a i l 
reported.

Reports said the judge, 
Richard Marks, said the 

case would be heard by a 
High Court judge, adding 
that a provisional trial will 
begin by 2 May, 2023 with 
an estimated length of  three 
to four weeks.

Ekweremadu and his 
w i f e ,  B e a t r i c e 
Ekweremadu, were on 23 
June arrested in the UK by 
London Met Police and 
charged with conspiracy to 
traffic a child to the United 
K i n g d o m  i n  o r d e r  t o 
harvest organs.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutors, the couple has 
a daughter who has a 
kidney-related disease and 
has been on dialysis for 
some time. They added that 
they believe the plan was to 
use an organ from the boy 
on their daughter who 
needs a kidney transplant.

In a turn of  events, 
David Nwamini (alleged 
victim of  trafficking) told 
doctors he was 15 and was 
c o e r c e d  b y  t h e 
E k w e r e m a d u s  i n t o 

donating his kidney.
However, the Nigerian 

government said all its 
records  show that  Mr 
Nwamini was not a minor 
and was 21 years old.

T h e  We s t m i n s t e r 
Magistrate Court in the 
United Kingdom later ruled 
that he is not a minor.

The Ekweremadus are 
facing charges of  conspiring 
to traffick a person for organ 
harvesting in violation of  
the Modern Slavery Act 
2015.

The case was transferred 
to Central Criminal Court 
i n  L o n d o n  p o p u l a r ly 
known as Old Bailey where 
Mrs Ekweremadu was 
granted bail on stringent 
conditions. But the senator 
was denied bail because he 
was said to be a flight risk.

O b i n n a  O b e t a ,  a 
Nigerian doctor practising 
in the UK, has been charged 
with plotting with the 
Ekweremadus to traffic a 
man into the UK to harvest 

a kidney for their daughter.
Obeta appeared before 

Bexley Magistrates' court 
on 13 July and is charged 
under the Modern Slavery 
Act with arranging the 
travel of  a 21-year-old man 
between August 2021 and 
May 2022 to exploit him.

It could recalled that a 
criminal court in London, 
had earlier granted bail to 
Beatrice Ekweremadu, who 
is enmeshed in an alleged 
organ harvesting trial along 
with her husband, Ike 
Ekweremadu, a former 
Nigerian Deputy Senate 
President.

The court, popularly 
known as  Old Bai ley, 
g r a n t e d  b a i l  t o  M r s 
Ekweremadu on stringent 
conditions but denied bail 
t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  M r 
E k w e r e m a d u ,  w h o 
continues to be held in 
custody.

“The position is that I 
h ave  g r a n t e d  b a i l  t o 
Beatrice subject to some 

fairly stringent conditions 
but I have refused bail to 
Ike,” U.K. Judge, Richard 
Marks  was  quo ted  a s 
saying.

Foundr y  Chambers 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
E k w e r e m a d u s  i n  a 
statement confirmed the 
b a i l  g r a n t e d  t o  M r s 
Ekweremadu saying “an 
application for bail on 
Friday was refused for Ike 
Ekweremadu but granted 
fo r  Bea t r i ce  on  s t r i c t 
conditions to ensure her 
attendance and obviate any 
concerns of  her being a 
flight risk ahead of  a plea 
a n d  t r i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n 
hearing scheduled to take 
place on 4th August 2022 
and a subsequent trial next 
year.”

Additionally, a Nigerian 
doctor, Obinna Obeta, 
practising in the U.K has 
been charged with plotting 
with the Ekweremadus to 
traffic a man into the UK to 

harvest a kidney for their 
daughter.

According to reports, 
Obeta appeared before 
Bexley Magistrates' court 
on July 13 and is charged 
under the Modern Slavery 
Act with arranging the 
travel of  a 21-year-old man 
between August 2021 and 
May 2022 to exploit him.

I t  had ear l ie r  been 
reported, how the police 
arrested and charged the 
couple with conspiracy to 
harvest the organs of  a child 
brought to London by 
them.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
prosecutors, the couple has 
a daughter who has a 
kidney-related disease and 
has been on dialysis for 
quite some time. They 
added that they believe the 
plan was to use an organ 
from the boy on their 
daughter who appears to 
need a kidney transplant.

said: “This court has 
proved beyond reasonable 
doubts that you, Uduak 
Akpan is guilty of  murder 
and you are charged 
accordingly. You are to die 
by hanging until you rot 
away”.

However, there was 
confusion in the court as 
the convict attempted to 
escape shortly after the 
sentence was announced 
by the trial judge.

He came out of  the 
dock and immediately 
rushed out to escape before 
he was held at the door by 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s ,  
including the police and 
prison officers.

Speaking after the 
judgement, the Akwa 
Ibom Attorney General 
and Commissioner of  
Ju s t i c e,  U k o  U d o m  
expressed satisfaction over 
the ruling of  the matter

“I thank the presiding 
judge over the way and 
manner this matter has 
been conducted. The judge 
was able to take a day out, 
tried the case on a day- to- 
day basis and at the end of 
t h e  d a y  w e  h a d  a  
judgement that the justice 

system works. We are 
very happy about the 
outcome of  the case.''

Speaking on the next 
l ine  of  ac t ion,  the  
Commissioner said: “As 
you can see, the first 
defendant has been led 
into custody and the 2nd 
and 3rd defendant have 
been discharged and 
acquitted, we intend as a 
State to analyse that 
judgement and see if  
there are any grouse and 
take a decision but the 
judge has done a good 
job.''

Commenting on the 
attempted escape of  the 
c o n v i c t ,  t h e  
Commissioner of  Justice 
said he was not surprised 
at his behaviour.

He said: “It's not 
something to be surprised 
about, some one that 
c o m m i t t e d  s u c h  
gruesome offences and 
I'm not surprised for him 
to do something as bad as 
he did here but the 
officials were very alert 
and attentive that was 
why they stopped him

” I won't fail to 

commend the officers of  
the Nigeria police force 
and the DSS for their 
d i l i g e n c e  i n  t h e  
prosecution of  the matter, 
they did great jobs in the 
investigation though 
sometimes the public 
especially on social media 
a c c u s e  t h e m  o f  
complicity but without 
their support, we won't be 
here.''

It could be recalled 
that Ms Umoren went 
missing on 29 April 2021 
after she was lured out of  
her home in Uyo with a 
fake job interview by 
Uduak Akpan.

The victim's friend, 
Uduak Umoh, said she 
heard her scream for help 
when she established 
contact with her on the 
phone.

“She sent me a 1sec 
a u d i o  r e c o r d  o n  
WhatsApp and I had to 
call her back to know if  
s h e  wa n t e d  t o  s ay  
something to me but 
immediately I called her, I 
heard her screaming,” Ms 
Umoh had  twee ted  
during the search for the 
slain woman.

T h e  p o l i c e  l a t e r  
exhumed Ms Umoren in 
a shallow grave on 30 
April, 2021, a day after 
she was raped and killed 
at Mr Akpan's family 
compound.

Her gruesome murder 
ignited international and 
nationwide outrage over 
increasing rape cases in 
Nigeria.

Ms Umoren, before 
her death, was a fresh 
Philosophy graduate of  
the University of  Uyo. 
She was waiting for her 

deployment  for  the  
mandatory National  
Youth Service Corp 
(NYSC) Programme.

Ms Umoren did not 
l i v e  t o  s e e  h e r  
mobilisation letter for the 
programme or even her 
final-year result – she 
graduated as one of  the 
top students in her 
department.

The convict, Akpan, 
first appeared in court on 
26 July 2021 and pleaded 
guilty to murder, and not 
guilty to rape.
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Iniubong Umoren: Court sentences Uduak Akpan
to death by hanging for murder

Alleged Organ Harvesting: Ekweremadu to remain
in detention as court adjourns hearing to Oct. 31 
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hese are the celebrity Tpicture of  the week.

We saw some fiery pictures 
posted by celebrities. From 
birthdays to vacations we were 
not short of  pictures to gaze 
upon in admiration. 

Here are the best; 
10. Adekunle Gold 
Adekunle Gold has a 

spread in GQ South Africa. He 
looked dapper in the different 
outfits he wore. He was styled 
by celebrity stylist More than 
Raya. 

9. CeeC 
If  we were feeling blue, Cee 

C in this blue outfit certainly 
would cheer us up. 

8. Sharon Ooja 
Sharon was summertime 

in this pink shorts and crop top. 
7. Osas 
Osas was all smiles in this 

two-piece and jacket. We loved 
the burst of  colours. 

6. Tacha 

Come through Tacha. 
Tacha was an obvious delight 
in this black bodycon gown and 
the pearls. 

5. Ebuka Obi-Uchendu 
For the BBN opening 

show, this colourful agbada is 
one of  our favourite pieces. It is 
quite reminiscent of  Obasanjo's 

4. Mercy Eke 
Mercy looks especially 

elegant in black and white. 
3. Liquorose 
Liquorose looks innocent 

and gorgeous in this black 
jacket. 

2. Tems 
Te m s  i s  g o r ge o u s  i n 

custom-made Robert Wun. We 
especially love the colour and 
the pleats. 

1. Linda Osifo 
Our number one picture of  

the week. Linda looks amazing 
i n  t h i s  b r o w n  g o w n ,  i t 
highlighted her brown skin. 
Feels like Beyonce sang Brown 
Skin Girl for her. 
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10 celebrity pictures we loved this week 
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ere's everything Hyou need about 
u s i n g  a n 

ovulation calculator to 
conceive a boy. 

H o w  O v u l a t i o n 
Calculators Can Help You 
Conceive A Boy 

Before we dive into the 
factors responsible for the 
gender you end up birthing 
a n d  h o w  t o  g e t  t h e 
calculation right, it is 
important to know how 
ovulation works and what 
makes it happen in the first 
place. There are a few 
hormones involved in 
making ovulation happen. 
One such hormone is the 
lu te in iz ing  hor mone, 
which begins to rise when 
your body is close to 

i t t e r  k o l a ,  a l s o Bknown as garcinia 
kola or bitter kola, is 

a common plant which can 
be found across Central 
and Western Africa.

In terms of  taste, the 
plant is well named! The 
edible seeds have a notably 
bitter taste, while there is 
also a slight sweetness to 
them. When consumed, 
bitter kola offers many 
nutrients, and studies have 
shown that the plant is high 
in carbohydrates,  fat , 
protein, vitamin c, calcium, 
p o t a s s i u m ,  i r o n  a n d 
caffeine. 

Health benefits of  
bitter kola nut: 

1. The aphrodisiac 
credentials 

Traditional medicine 
considers bitter kola to be 
an aphrodisiac, so it 's 
believed to increase sexual 
d e s i r e,  p l e a s u r e  a n d 
performance. With these 
qualities in mind, why not 
try some bitter kola to help 
turbo-charge your sex life! 

2. The nuts may be a 
remedy for osteoarthritis 

3.  Bitter  kola has 
antibacterial qualities 

A study published in 
the Science Journal of  
Microbiology has shown 
that both the bitter kola 
s e e d s  a n d  l e a f s  h ave 
antibacterial properties. 
Bitter kola was tested 
against Staphylococcus 
aureus,  Streptococcus 
Pyogenes,  Salmonel la 
typhi and Escherichia coli, 
and the plant was able to 
i n h i b i t  t h e s e 
mic roorgan i sms.  The 
antibacterial activity was 
found to be due to the 

presence of  b ioact ive 
components in the extract 
s u c h  a s  t a n n i n ,  a n d 
saponins. 

4 .  T h e  n u t s  m ay 
improve the function of  the 
lungs 

Results from research 
conducted in conjunction 
with several  Nigerian 
universities showed that 
bitter kola has a positive 
effect on the lungs and can 
improve ventilation levels. 
Extracts of  the plant have 
a l s o  b e e n  s t u d i e d  i n 
relation to asthma, and 
there is the suggestion that 
bitter kola may have some 
protective effects against 
the respiratory disorder. 

5. Bitter kola nut may 
i m p r ove  t h e  i m mu n e 
system 

Bitter kola has a high 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
antioxidants, which is a 
term for any compound 
tha t  counte rac t s  f r ee 
r a d i c a l s .  W h i l e 
environmental stressors 
such as tobacco smoke, 
ultraviolet rays and air 
pollution cause free radical 
production, they are also 
produced by many normal 
processes in the body 
including exercise and our 
immune response. Free 
radicals damage DNA, cell 
membranes, and other 
parts of  cells. So, as well as 
being essential assistance 
for important functions in 
the body, antioxidants also 
s u p p o r t  t h e  i m m u n e 
system. With a strong 
immune system we are 
better able to fight disease 
and stay healthy. 

6 .  I t  m a y  b e  a n 
antimalarial agent 

Bitter kola contains 
the antioxidant kolaviron, 
w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
research published in the 
Asian Pacific Journal of  
Tropical Medicine, shows 
p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  f o r 
antimalarial properties. 
Traditional healers have for 
many years prescribed 
bitter kola for the treatment 
of  malaria infections, and 
now, scientific studies are 
starting to support their 
beliefs. 

7. Bitter kola may help 
to fight glaucoma 

G l a u c o m a  i s  a 
condition of  increased 
pressure within the eyeball, 
causing a gradual loss of  
sight, and can result in 
permanent blindness if  left 
untreated. A study in the 
M i d d l e  E a s t  A f r i c a n 
Journal of  Ophthalmology, 
showed that bitter kola is 
useful for reducing the 
pressure in the eye for 
newly diagnosed patients, 
and was as effective as 
m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l 
treatments. It is important 
to note that you must 
f o l l o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
m e d i c a l  a d v i c e  a n d 
treatment if  you have 
glaucoma, even if  the 
c o n d i t i o n  i s  n e w l y 
diagnosed. 

Side effects of  bitter 
kola 

It is important to take 
a n y  s u p p l e m e n t  o r 
t rad i t iona l  medic ina l 
product in moderation. 
Bitter kola has a number of  
known side effects. 

1.  It  can increase 
blood pressure 

If  you're suffering 
from hypertension, avoid 

bitter kola, because as 
reported by Medical News 
Today, the nut contains a 
stimulant with properties 
that increase the blood 
pressure. 

2.  Bitter kola can 
cause insomnia 

Due to the presence of  
caffeine in kola nut, you 
may find it difficult to sleep 

a f t e r  c o n s u m p t i o n . 
C a f f e i n e  i n c r e a s e s 
alertness, which may make 
falling asleep more difficult 
for some people. 

3. It can cause tremors 
(involuntary movements) 

Medical News Today 

also reports that bitter kola 

nut can have a negative 

impact on the central 

ner vous  sys tem and 

p e r i p h e r a l  n e r vo u s 

system, which can lead to 

shakiness, anxiousness, 

and quivering. 

hormones rise, this forces 
the mature egg to move 
into the Fallopian tube in a 
p r o c e s s  k n o w n  a s 
ovulation. 

Factors that favour the 
conception of  a boy or a 
girl 

N o w  t h a t  w e ' v e 
established what ovulation 
is and how it works, here 
are the factors that are 
responsible for your child's 
gender. Understanding 
ovulation makes it easier to 
fo l low these  f ac to r s. 
Usually, men produce two 
kinds of  sperm, namely the 
X (female) and Y (male). 
The X-sperm is bigger and 
stronger, but slower than 
the Y-sperm, which are 
smaller and weaker but 

s p e r m ' s  c h a n c e s  o f  
fertilization. However, 
shallow penetrations work 
in favour of  conceiving a 
girl. 

Orgasm
When a woman has an 

orgasm during intercourse, 
h e r  b o d y  r e l e a s e s  a 
substance that makes her 
stomach surroundings 
more alkaline. So for this 
reason, stay away from 
orgasms if  you're looking 
to have a girl. 

Sperm count
A low sperm count 

affects your chances of  
conceiving both genders. 
So before trying for any 
gender, it is important to 
deal with the issue of  low 
sperm count. 

H ow  d o  I  u s e  t h e 
ovulation calculator to 
have a boy? 

H o w  O v u l a t i o n 
Calculators Can Help You 
Conceive A Boy 

To use the ovulation 
calculator, you have to 
know the first day of  your 
last menstrual cycle and 
the average length of  your 
c o m p l e t e  c yc l e.  Fo r 
example, based on a 28-
day cycle, a woman will 
ovulate after 14 days of  her 
period. While a woman 
with a 30-day cycle will 
ovulate 16 days afterwards. 
Which means your fertile 
window starts 10 to the 

ovulation. Then another 
s t imula t ing  hor mone 
makes the egg mature 
quickly so that the egg is 
ready for ovulation when it 
is finally released from the 
ovary. 

As ovulation draws 
near,  the  lu te in iz ing 
hormone works on the 
lining of  your uterus, 
filling it up with nutrients 
so that it is ready when the 
egg arrives. Afterwards, 
a n o t h e r  h o r m o n e  i n 
charge of  making sure the 
sperm travels toward the 
egg does its job. This 
particular hormone begins 
to rise until it reaches a 
p o i n t  t h a t  f o r c e s 
luteinizing hormone to rise 
t o o .  A s  b o t h  t h o s e 

faster. To that effect, below 
are a few things you can do 
to help the conception of  
either a girl or a boy. 

H o w  O v u l a t i o n 
Calculators Can Help You 
Conceive A Boy 

Timing
Having sex close to 

your ovulation gives you a 
better chance of  birthing a 
boy. This is because the Y-
sperms move faster and 
therefore reach the egg 
first. But if  you have sex 
three days before your 
ovulation, chances are 
you' l l  conceive a gir l 
because the Y-sperm dies 
quicker. So, if  you want a 
boy, have sex between two 
days before ovulation and 
especially two days after. 

The Vagina PH
A more acidic vagina 

PH will likely produce a 
girl because a high amount 
of  X-sperm will be left to 
f e r t i l i s e  t h e  e g g . 
M e a n w h i l e ,  a  m o r e 
alkaline surrounding helps 
conceive a boy. But, since 
s o m e  wo m e n  h ave  a 
naturally high level of  acid, 
it will be harder to conceive 
a boy. 

Sex position
It matters how deep a 

man penetrates the woman 
b e c a u s e  a  d e e p e r 
penetration brings the 
sperm closer to the egg. 
This increases the Y-

16th day of  your cycle. 
This can easily be mixed 
up, and that's why an 
ovulation calculator is very 
important. All you need to 
do with the calculator is to 
put in your information 
and it will show you when 
your ovulation star ts. 
Ovulation calculators are 
available on many sites 
online. Try the procedures 
below when looking to 
have a boy. 

Since you now have an 
idea on how the calculator 
works, when trying to have 
a boy make sure you have 
sex a day or two before 
ovulation, not three to four 
days before.

To have a boy, make 
sure your husband wears 
loose clothing, which 
means if  he's used to 
wearing skin tights he 
should switch to boxers. 
This is because the sperm 
n e e d s  a  c o o l e r 
environment in order to 
survive, a method that will 
greatly help the Y-sperms. 
However, don't do the 
opposite when in search of  
a girl.

A  n i c e  c u p  o f  
caffeinated coffee right 
before sex gives the Y-
sperm a bump.

However, there is no 
comprehensive study that 
backs these procedures up. 
But it costs nothing, so 
there's no harm in trying. 

How ovulation calculators can help you conceive a boy 

Incredible health benefits of bitter kola 



t was full of  fun and Idrama but did they 
dress the part?

The  B ig  Bro the r 
N a i j a  h o u s e m a t e s 
gathered for their party on 
Sa turday  Night .  The 
theme of  the party was rep 
your style. Some delivered, 
some underdelivered - 
especially those who wore 
jeans and many others 
disappointed. 

These are some of  
the best and worst dressed 
housemates at the party 

Best Dressed 

These housemates 
looked amazing. 

Beauty Tukura 
Beauty wore what a 

green dinner gown, she 
was one of  the best-dressed 
housemates that night. 

Chi Chi 
C h i  C h i  c a m e 

through correctly in a sexy 
pe a c h  jum psu i t .  She 
looked and dressed like she 
was going to a party even 
though she didn't dance at 
all. 

Doyin and Cyph 
Doyin before the 

party 
Doyin also chose a 

black mesh jumpsuit and 
looked amazing even 
though a bone straight wig 
would have been perfect. 

This tech bro wore a 
two-piece short and shirt, 
it  was giving summer 
vacation vibes but was also 
perfect for the club. 

A l l y s y n  a n d 
Adekunle 

A l l y s y n  a n d 
Adekunle before the party 

A l l y s o n  w o r e  a 

brown bodycon leather 
gown and it was amazing, 
that is exactly how you 
dress to party. 

H e r  p a r t y  b e a u , 
Adekunle looked good but 
too formal but maybe that 
was his style. 

Groovy 
Groovy wore a black 

and white knit shirt that at 
least showed some style. 

Worst dressed 
We are giving them a 

stern warning and asking 
them not to try it again. 

Eloswag 
Ripped skinny jeans 

a r e  o u t d a t e d 
[Instagram/Tecno] 

The jeans he wore 
were an eyesore and it 
should be shredded. No 
one wears skinny jeans 
anymore. 

Diana and Amaka 
Loved the shoes but 

the outfit just didn't work 
These women looked 

like they were going for an 
owambe party. The stones 
were too much, and the 

fact that it  was long-
sleeved didn't make it 
party-appropriate. 

Hermes 
Hermes looked like 

he just threw mismatched 
outfits on. It was crazy. 

Dotun 
The turtleneck was a 

bad idea 
We just want to know 

who told Dotun he could 
wear a turtleneck to a 
party. He could have just 
w o r n  t h e  d u n g a r e e s 
without anything inside. 
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BBNaija 7: Best and worst dressed at the first Saturday night party 

Worst dress

Best dress
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 Nancy Pelosi addressing her audience.

Nancy Pelosi in Taiwan: Calls for calm in Asia as US-China tensions rise

Foreign News

R
ussia accused the US of  
direct involvement in the 
war in Ukraine for the 
first time on Tuesday.

The Kremlin had previously ac-
cused the US of  fighting a “proxy 
war”, but Russian officials have 
stepped up the accusation by 
saying the Biden administration 
was approving targets for Ameri-
can-made Himars rocket launch-
ers.

Lt Gen Igor Konashenkov, a 
spokesman for Moscow’s defence 
ministry, said the US is “direct-
ly responsible” for rocket attacks 
which killed civilians in the Don-
bas region. Intercepted calls be-
tween Ukrainian officials proved 
this, he said.

The BBC could not inde-
pendently verify his claim and US 
officials did not immediately com-
ment.

Russian forces stealing sun-
flower seeds

Russian forces have been sys-
tematically stealing seeds from 
Ukrainian farmers, it has been al-
leged.

Evidence seen by the BBC 
shows soldiers stealing seeds from 
occupied areas and transporting 
them back to Russia to be made 
into oil.

One farmer the BBC spoke to 
said soldiers “looted everything” 
and attacked one of  his employ-
ees.

However a Russian dispatcher 
disputed this, and said the seeds 
were being bought legally.

Helping children to deal with 
the trauma of war

Eight-year-old Anna has be-
come scared of  loud noises since 
Russia invaded her home in Bu-
cha, less than 20 miles (32 km) out-

side Kyiv. She runs to her mother 
Viktoriya if  she hears a train, and 
fears thunder could be explosions.

Her family fled when the war be-
gan, but have returned to Bucha - 
where there were terrible atrocities 
against civilians - now that Russian 
forces have withdrawn from the 
area.

Now Viktoriya has signed her 

Russia accuses US of involvement in war round-up

US Military personnel at a defence show in Saudi Arabiarecently.

daughter up to Bucha Psychologi-
cal Centre, where psychotherapists 
help children to understand the 
trauma they have been through.

Expressing herself  through 
drawing, painting and plasticine 
helps Anna to leave behind her 
negative emotions, her mother 
says.
War leads to bumper profits for 

T
he historic visit to Taiwan 
of  the US House of  Rep-
resentatives Speaker, Nan-

cy Pelosi, has provoked a furious 
response from China, and height-
ened fears of  a crisis in the Tai-
wan strait. In Asia and beyond, 
the visit has put governments on 
edge.

South Korea
South Korea called for dialogue 

to maintain regional peace. “Our 
government’s stance is to main-

tain close communication with 
relevant parties … on the basis 
that peace and stability in the re-
gion through dialogue and coop-
eration are important,” an official 
from the presidential office told 
reporters.

Pelosi is expected to arrive in 
Seoul late on Wednesday, though 
there is little information regard-
ing her schedule; her only con-
firmed meeting in South Korea so 
far is with the national assembly 

speaker, Kim Jin-pyo, on Thurs-
day.

“We welcome Speaker Pelosi’s 
visit to Korea,” the official said, 
adding the presidential office was 
hoping for “many achievements” 
at Thursday’s meeting.

President Yoon Suk-yeol will not 
be meeting with Pelosi as he is on 
holiday, the official added.

Japan
Japan’s government expressed 

concern over China’s planned mil-

itary activity around Taiwan, with 
the chief  cabinet secretary, Hiro-
kazu Matsuno, stating the area 
hosting the exercises overlaps with 
Japan’s exclusive economic zone. 
Tokyo had raised its concerns with 
Beijing, he said.

Japan has not, however, com-
mented on Pelosi’s visit and reiter-
ated its stance that tensions in the 
Taiwan strait should be resolved 
through dialogue.

“The peace and stability of  the 
Taiwan strait is important not only 
for Japan’s national security but 
also for the international commu-
nity, and Japan’s position is that 
we expect a peaceful soluti e issues 
surrounding Taiwan through dia-
logue,” Matsuno said.

Russia
Russia, an ally of  China, called 

the visit a “clear provocation, 
which is in line with the United 
States’ aggressive policy aimed at 
comprehensively containing Chi-
na”.

Beijing “has the right to take 
measures to defend its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity in relation 
to the Taiwan issue”, the govern-

BP
Energy giant BP has reported its 

biggest quarterly profit in 14 years, 
as the war in Ukraine drives up oil 
and gas prices.

Underlying profits hit $8.45bn 
(£6.9bn) between April and June - 
more than triple those of  the same 
period last year.

Fears over Russia reducing gas 

ment said in a statement.
Russia and China have become 

increasingly close over recent 
years, with Beijing refusing to crit-
icise Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine, 
and instead echoing Moscow’s 
claims that the US and Nato pro-
voked the conflict. Russia’s war in 
Ukraine has heightened fears of  
Chinese aggression in Taiwan.

North Korea
North Korea has criticised what 

it called US “imprudent interfer-
ence” in China’s internal affairs, 
according to Reuters, which cited 
the state news agency KCNA.

A North Korean foreign minis-
try spokesperson said they “vehe-
mently denounce” any external 
force’s interference in the issue of  
Taiwan and “fully support” Chi-
na, its major ally and economic 
lifeline.

Australia
The Australian prime minister, 

Anthony Albanese, said the coun-
try would “continue to work with 
partners to promote peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan strait”.

He told reporters in Canberra: 
“We don’t want to see any unilat-
eral change to the status quo.”

supply to Europe - or potential-
ly cutting it off  altogether - has 
caused the wholesale gas price to 
soar.

It comes as household energy 
bills have been forecast to hit more 
than £3,600 ($2,900) this year. BP 
said people within the company 
“want to help” the cost of  living 
crisis. 
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demands of  playing under 
Pep Guardiola was behind 
his reason for choosing 
City.

“As a young player, 
playing for Pep Guardiola, 
playing for the best club in 
England, I have to keep 
developing and get better at 
a lot of  things,” Haaland 
told Sky Sports.

“That's what I like a lot 
about football, you can 
always develop, you can 
always get better at the 
game.”

The English champions 
are already Haaland's fifth 
club after spells at Bryne, 
M o l d e  a n d  Re d  B u l l 
Salzburg before joining 
Dortmund.

“Part of  the game is to 

rling Haaland has Ew a r n e d  t h e 
c o n t e n d e r s  t o 

Manchester City's title 
that he will only improve 
i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e 
environment of  English 
football as the Norwegian 
prepares for his Premier 
League debut away to 
West Ham on Sunday.

Haaland is the marquee 
arrival to the Premier 
League from over £1 
billion ($1.2 billion) spent 
b y  t h e  2 0  t o p - f l i g h t 
English clubs so far this 
summer.

The 22-year-old had his 
pick of  top clubs after 
scoring 86 goals in 89 
g a m e s  f o r  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund, but said the 

ormer Manchester FUnited star, Nani, 
has urged forward 

Cristiano Ronaldo to stay 
at the club for another 
season.

Nani feels Ronaldo 
and Man United will be 
'much stronger this season.

R o n a l d o ' s 
relationship with Man 
United manager Erik ten 
Hag has hit rock bottom, 
with the Portugal captain 
said to be 'furious' with the 
former Ajax coach.

The five-time Ballon 
d' Or winner reportedly 
informed Man United of  
his desire to leave Old 
Trafford earlier in the 
summer as he is desperate 
to play in the Champions 
League this season.

On Wednesday, Ten 
Hag disclosed that it was 
'unacceptable' that several 
players, including Ronaldo 
left Sunday's pre-season 

fr iendly against  Rayo 
Vallecano early.

Ronaldo made his 
first pre-season appearance 
for Man United against 
Vallecano but was pictured 
leaving Old Trafford before 
the final whistle after being 
subbed off  at half-time.

Offers from top rival 
c l u b s  h ave  n o t  b e e n 
forthcoming but Ronaldo 
looks set to renew his 
efforts to leave the Red 
Devils following Ten Hag's 
criticism.

It has already been 
claimed that Ten Hag has 
decided to bench the 37-
year-old for Man United's 
Premier League opener 
a g a i n s t  B r i g h t o n  o n 
Saturday.

However, Nani wants 
Ronaldo to put all that 
behind him and stay at 
Man United for another 
year at least.

“I would like to see 

him in Manchester for one 
more year,” Nani told 
ESPN FC.

“Why not? The team 
has been doing great in the 
pre-season.

“They  have  been 
preparing well. They'll be 
much stronger this season, 
s o  l e t ' s  s e e  [ a b o u t 
Ronaldo].”

ith barely a 

Wweek to the 
kickoff  of  U-

20 Women's World Cup 
in Costa Rica, FIFA has 
confirmed and released 
the squad list for the 
championship.

The full squads for the 
16 participating teams 
have now been published, 
as anticipation mounts for 
the first of  two FIFA 
women's youth 
tournaments taking place 

this year.
Following an exciting 

month of  women's 
football around the world 
and with the FIFA 
Women's World Cup 
2023™ also fast 
approaching, the world's 
brightest emerging talents 
and future superstars of  
the women's game will 
take to the field at the 
FIFA U-20 Women's 
World Cup™ in Costa 
Rica from 10 to 28 

August 2022.
The FIFA U-20 

Women's World Cup 
Costa Rica 2022 will kick-
off  with a spectacular 
opening day on 10 
August, which will see 
Germany play Colombia 
and New Zealand meet 
Mexico.

The opening day will 
conclude with two huge 
Group A matches with 
Brazil playing Spain, and 
host nation Costa Rica 

playing their opening 
match against Australia.

The winners of  the 
FIFA U-20 Women's 
World Cup 2022 will be 
crowned 18 days later, 
with the final set to take 
place at San José's Estadio 
Nacional on Sunday 28 
August. Christopher 
Danjuma tutored 
Falconets are flying 
Africa's flag alongside  
Black Maidiens of  
Ghana. Falconets will 
open shop in Costa Rica 

against France on August 
12, battle South Korea 
August 14 and round off  

the group stage with a 
clash against Canada on 
August 18.

not let that affect him as he 
prepares to make his first 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearance this weekend.

“You are a kind of  
entertainer. You get judged 
every single week for what 
you do on the pitch and you 
have to deliver and do your 
best,” he said.

“For me as a striker, this 
is something I cannot stress 
about because if  you think 
too much, you might end 
up doing things you don't 
want to do.

“It's going to be tough 
and this is the charming 
thing about the Premier 
League. It's a beautiful, 
hard competition, that's 
why it's the most popular 
league in the world.”

get out of  your comfort 
zone which is something 
I ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g  a n d 
something I like because 
then you develop more as a 
human being as well,” he 
added.

“I 'm a player that 's 
hungry for goals, that gives 
100 per cent, that wants to 
win every single game. 
They are simple things but 
a l so  rea l ly  impor tant 
things.”

After the hype around 
his arrival, Haaland had a 
debut to forget, missing a 
glorious chance towards 
the end of  City's 3-1 defeat 
t o  L i v e r p o o l  i n  t h e 
Community Shield on 
Saturday.

However, he said he will Haaland

Haaland embracing life out his 'comfort zone'

Costa Rica 2022 set to roll as FIFA releases squad list 

Manchester United: Nani sends message to
Ronaldo

Nani Ronaldo
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arcelona forward BM a r t i n 
B r a i t h wa i t e  i s 

reportedly refusing to 
leave the club unless he is 
fully compensated for the 
final two years of  his 
cont rac t  a t  the  Nou 
Camp.

B r a i t h w a i t e ,  a 
Denmark international, is 
contracted at Barcelona 
until 2024 with the club 
having signed him from 
Leganes in 2020.

According to Sport, 
the Dane is refusing to 
bow to the club's wishes 
and depart the club this 
summer, having seen a 
reduction in the money he 
is owed as per the contract 
he signed two years ago.

The report states that 
t h e  f o r m e r 
Middlesbrough forward 
was offered what they 

arcelona striker, BP i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang, has 

no desire to leave the 
Blaugrana despite interest 
from Chelsea, according to 
S p a n i s h  s p o r t s  d a i ly 
Mundo Deportivo.

Barcelona have had an 
eve n t f u l  a n d  f r u i t f u l 
summer transfer window 
so far.

They have added the 
l i k e s  o f  R o b e r t 
L e w a n d o w s k i ,  J u l e s 
Kounde, Raphinha, Franck 
K e s s i e  a n d  A n d r e a s 
Christensen to their ranks 
ahead of  the 2022-2023 
season.

T h e  C a t a l a n  c l u b, 

though, need to move a few 
players on to raise funds 
and make space for the new 
signings.

Aubameyang is among 
a host of  players who could 
be shown the door this 
summer.

The former Arsenal 
captain has been linked 
with a move to Chelsea, 
where he would reunite 
with his former coach, 
T h o m a s  T u c h e l  a t 
Stamford Bridge.

However, the Gabonese 
attacker is not considering 
a  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m 
Barcelona this summer, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
aforementioned source.

The former Dortmund 
star is said to be focused on 
fulfilling his contract with 
Barcelona.

Aubameyang's current 
deal with Barcelona will 
expire in 2025.

aris  Saint-Germain Pmanager, Christophe 
Galtier, has confirmed 

that the club will make “three 
more signings” this summer.

Galtier replaced Mauricio 
Pochettino this summer, after 
the Argentine failed to win the 
Champions League.

Since then he has brought 

hierry Henry and TCesc Fabregas are 
set to reconverge at 

Como 19 years after.
Fabregas has signed a 

two-year contract with the 
Italian Serie B club after his 
contract with Monaco 
expired.

The former Arsenal and 
Chelsea playmaker has 
also invested in Como and 
is a shareholder.

Henry has now decided 
to put some of  his own 

money into the  c lub, 
e n s u r i n g  a n  A r s e n a l 
reunion at board level on 
Lake Como, according to 
Italian journalist Gianluca 
Di Marzio.

The two players join the 
recently-re-formed club 
alongside Chelsea legend 
Dennis Wise.

Wise is Como's CEO 
having initially joined in 
2019 as a consultant, as 
they look to guide the small 
club back to Serie A.

in Renato Sanches, Vitinha, 
Nordi Mukiele and Hugo 
Ekitike.

However, according to 
Fa b r i z i o  Ro m a n o,  P S G 
sporting director, Luis Campos 
is still looking at bolstering the 
squad ahead of  this season.

The Ligue 1 champions are 

in the market for “new centre 

back, new midfielder and new 

striker”, according to Romano.

Galtier has already won 

the Trophees des Champions, 

after a 4-0 thumping of  Nantes 

last Sunday.

refer to as a letter of  
freedom, essentially a 
break clause that would 
ensure the Dane could 
decide his fate.

Braithwaite is believed 
to have rejected this offer 
and demanded to be paid 
his full salary for the 
remainder of  his deal 
should he be forced out of  
the club this summer.

B a r c e l o n a  h a v e 
strengthened in attacking 
areas with Raphinha and 
Robert Lewandowski this 
summer and need to trim 
their bloated wage bill to 
register  new signings 
ahead of  LaLiga's August 
13 deadline.

It had been reported at 
the back end of  last season 
that Braithwaite had told 
manager Xavi that he 
wished to stay and fight for 
his place in the team in the 

new campaign.
Barcelona, looking to 

make up for a number of  
costly mistakes in their 
playing squad, told the 
player in no uncertain 
terms that he would not get 
game time this season. He 
was excluded from their 
pre-season tour to the 
United States.

Sport reports that there 
i s  s o m e  d i s p l e a s u r e 
amongst the Barcelona 
hierarchy for how events 
are unfolding, with some 
club figures having felt that 
the players should accept 
the proposed wage cuts as 
a means of  ensuring the 
long-term survival of  the 
club.

This summer has been 
dominated by stories of  
Barcelona asking players 
to forgo previously agreed 
wages.

England
13:30 Fulham – Liverpool—2 
16:00 Bournemouth - Aston Villa—2 
16:00 Newcastle – Nottingham—1X
16:00 Tottenham - Southampton –1X
18:30 Everton – Chelsea—2 
Netherlands
16:30 Sittard – Ajax—2 
18:45 Cambuur – Excelsior—1 
20:00 PSV - FC Emmen—1 
Brazil
20:00 Atletico-CE - Botafogo SP—Ov 
1.5

22:00 ABC - EC Sao Jose—Ov 1.5
00:00 AE Altos - Paysandu PA—Ov1.5 
Czech Republic
16:00 Plzen - FK Pardubice—1 
16:00 Sigma Olomouc – Brno—1X
19:00 Bohemians – Ostrava—1X
Russia
14:00 Ural - Spartak Moscow—X2 
16:30 CSKA Moscow - Fakel 
Voronezh—1 
19:00 Akhmat Grozny – Zenit—2 
19:00 Krasnodar - Lokomotiv 
Moscow—X2 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

HenryAubameyang

Barca Headache: Braithwaite insists on full payment before exit

Braithwaite

PSG confirm they will sign three more players

Galtier

Transfer: Aubameyang takes decision
on joining Chelsea

Henry joins forces with Fabregas at new club


