
...Nigerians kick

EISSN: 2736-0548  THURSDAY 04, AUGUST 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 91

Pg. 6 

Pandemonium 
Abia community Mortuary owner 
allegedly sells body parts
... Youths vandalize, raze morgue
...Relatives scramble to recover corpses

Ebubeagu must go
...Igbo youths stage 
protest in Abia over
killings in S/East

...Says protest in Imo 
against Governor
Uzodimma is Next

Hard times for Nigerians 
as kerosene hits over 
N800 per litre

Ebubemba Ikeduru: Inspiring 
milestones of an Iconic legend
(A birthday tribute to an altruistic 
and consummate business mogul, 
Publisher and Technocrat)

Wahala: Buhari comfirms N1.46b worth 
of vehicles gift to Niger Republic

...We’ve done it several times – FG defend decision

Pg. 2

Pg. 12

Pg. 14

Pg. 2



News Echo    Thursday 4 August, 2022                                                       Page 2 

News

Kerosene hits over N800/litre,
Nigerians face hard times
T

he prices of  kerosene 
used by several fam-
ilies have jumped to 

N800 per litre just as the 
market is beginning to adjust 
to the newly increased petrol 
and gas prices.

According to a reported 
Market survey on Tuesday 
showed that one litre of  
cooking kerosene, sold for 
N700 last week, now sells for 
between N800 and N850 in 
urban parts of  Lagos State, 
while the price has hit as high 
as N1000 per litre in suburb 
areas at filling stations.

In Ghana, the price of  a li-
tre of  cooking kerosene cur-
rently sells for GHS 12.044 
(N585) per litre.

Unlike petrol, kerosene is a 
deregulated product - mean-
ing prices are determined by 
market forces.

 “It’s a deregulated mar-
ket. It is also a function of  
the dollar to naira rate and 

the crude price at the inter-
national market. Since cook-
ing kerosene is deregulated, 
prices can go up, it can also 
come down,” National Op-
erations Controller, Inde-
pendent Petroleum Market-
ers Association of  Nigeria, 
IPMAN.

As of  June, the Nigerian 
Bureau of  Statistics, NBS, 
had reported an 88 per cent 
rise in prices of  cooking ker-
osene and Liquefied Petrole-
um Gas within one year.

According to the NBS re-
port on “National House-
hold Kerosene Price Watch,” 
the price of  cooking kero-
sene went up by 86.94 per 
cent in one year.

The report also said that 
the average retail price per 
litre of  household kerosene, 
HHK, paid by consumers in 
May 2022 increased by 15.21 
per cent on a month-on-
month basis from N589.82 

in April 2022 to N679.54 in 
May 2022.

The state profile analysis 
showed that the highest av-
erage price per litre in May 
2022 was recorded in Enugu 
with N868.75, followed by 
Ebonyi with N861.11 and 
Imo with N801.67. On the 
other hand, the lowest price 
was recorded in Bayelsa with 
N558.06, followed by Yobe 
with N601.39, and Nasara-
wa with N603.33.

In addition, the South-
East recorded the highest 
average retail price per litre 
of  household kerosene with 
N773.09, followed by the 
South-West with N738.19, 
and the North-Central with 
N668.78, while the North-
East reported the lowest 
with N632.06.

An energy expert, Bala 
Zakka, while speaking in an 
exclusive chat with our cor-
respondent, attributed the 

sharp increase in the price 
of  the products to Nigeria’s 
continued inability to refine 
petroleum products for local 
consumption.

Executive Secretary, De-
pot and Petroleum Prod-
ucts Marketers’ Association 
of  Nigeria, DAPPMAN, 

Olufemi Adewole, disclosed 
in an interview that the rea-
son behind the continuous 
rise in prices of  cooking ker-
osene was the exchange rate.

“Cooking kerosene is de-
regulated so prices depend 
on foreign exchange. A dol-
lar is now N700 from N600 

just last month, so prices will 
surely increase,” he said.

The Executive Secretary 
of  the Major Oil Marketers 
Association of  Nigeria, MO-
MAN, Clement Isong, could 
not be reached for his com-
ment on the matter as at the 
time of  filing this report.

Pandemonium in Umuaro community, 
Abia State as mortuary owner allegedly
sells body parts
From Izuchukwu Kelechi,
Aba

D
ifferent versions have 
continued to emerge 
as to what led to 

the alleged destruction of  a 
morgue located in Umuaro, 
Obingwa LGA of  Abia State 
by angry youth on Tuesday.

Youths and the elderly 
ones had trooped out in large 
numbers on Tuesday when it 
was alleged that the owner of  
Prince O Mortuary, located 
in Umuaro, Obingwa LGA 
of  Abia, was removing body 
parts of  corpses deposited at 
the morgue. 

The situation further de-
generated when men of  the 
Nigeria Police Force stormed 
the mortuary in search of  the 
owner, Prince O, who had 
gone into hiding over allega-
tions of  removing body parts 
of  Corpses. 

It was gathered that a fam-
ily that deposited the corpse 
of  their family member at the 
morgue first raised the alarm 
of  certain parts missing after 
the owner of  the mortuary 
reported to them that rat 
ate some parts of  the corpse 
suggesting that the deceased 
is not clean based on  their 
culture.

Angered by the report of  
the morgue owner, the family 
members stormed the mor-
tuary after raising alarm that 
the owner was in the habit of  
cutting body parts of  corpses 
deposited at the morgue with 
some youths and destroyed 
vehicles at the morgue 
among others.

A source told News Echo 
that the swift intervention of  

men of  the Nigerian Police 
Force who were on routine 
checks along old Ururuka 
Road, prevented the angry 
mob from causing further 
damage and destruction at 
the morgue.

 It was further learnt that 
the departure of  the Police, 
however, gave the crowd im-
petus to further search the 
mortuary and discovered that 
body parts of  some corpses 
at the morgue were missing.  
News Echo also learnt that 
the situation caused pande-
monium as families who de-
posited corpses at the morgue 
stormed the mortuary to 
claim their corpses.

Meanwhile, another ver-
sion of  the story revealed that 
the whole episode stemmed 
from a robbery incident that 
occurred at Ntigha junction 
where a gang of  armed men 
robbed a bullion van.

A source said one of  the 
robbers was shot dead by the 
Police during the robbery in-
cident, informing that after 
the incident, the corpse of  
the robber was deposited at 
the mortuary in Umuaro till 
last Friday when the robber 
popularly known as “Avuke” 
was buried at his hometown 
in Azuogwugwu. 

The source told News Echo 
that the Police stormed the 
Prince 0 mortuary because 
they viewed him as an accom-
plice who allowed the corpse 
to be kept at his morgue even 
when he knew that he was in-
volved in a robbery incident. 

Meanwhile, a coffin maker 
in front of  the mortuary au-
thoritatively told News Echo 
that it was not true that the 

owner Prince O mortuary 
was removing body parts of  
corpses. He attributed the 
missing parts to rats that en-
ter the mortuary from the 
bushes that surround the 
mortuary. 

As at the time of  filing the 
report, people were still evac-
uating deposited bodies in 
the morgue to other mortuar-
ies while it was also gathered 
that the entire building of  the 
mortuary has been demol-
ished.

Humanitarian Commissioner says school 
feeding has no political undertone 
By Ikenna Orioha

C
ommissioner of  Hu-
manitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Manage-

ment and Social Develop-
ment, Imo State, Dr. Prin-
cess Rabiu Ibrahim, says the 
home grown school feeding 
program does not have any 
political undertone as being 
speculated in the media, 
saying the allegation of  dis-
crimination against political 
parties, extortion of  cooks 
among others were false. 

The Commissioner who 
stated this when she spoke 
to media professionals in 
Owerri, during the week, 
said that Governor Hope 
Uzodimma will not allow 
such anomaly to happen. 

“It is not true. The Gover-
nor is governor for all Imo 
people. He is not Governor 
for APC members alone, 
He is not governor for Orlu 
Zone. 

“He is the Governor of  
every party and every zone 
in the state. Whoever told 
journalists that we are en-
gaging only APC members 

as cooks is a big liar.
“ If  you go to communi-

ties, you see cooks from dif-
ferent political party divides. 
How do you even know who 
belongs to which party. It is 
not written in their faces. 

“If  any woman applies 
and they find out she has 
the capacity to cook, they 
engage her,” she said. 

Ibrahim, while mention-
ing that the ministry of  Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development was newly 
created by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma with a view to 
pulling people out of  pover-
ty especially the women and 
the youth, stressed that “the 
ministry also supervises all 
the National Social Inter-
vention (N-Sip) programs 
of  federal government un-
der Federal Ministry of  Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development.”

She added that “it is 
against the rules of  the Fed-
eral Ministry of  Human-
itarian Affairs for anyone 
to segregate people on the 

home grown school feeding 
program.

 They have their Moni-
toring and Evaluation unit. 
We also have our own now. 
They go to schools in every 
local government and if  they 
find any cook or official who 
is not playing in line with the 
rules of  engagement they re-
port directly to the ministry 
and disciplinary action is 
taken against such default-
ers. 

Imo has a total of  3,266 
cooks, but the number of  
those fully enrolled have 
been given money directly 
from Abuja for the cooking 
were 2,520, while the re-
maining ones have been ful-
ly enrolled and paid.”

 She posited that “the pu-
pils are extremely happy. 
They even know the menu 
for each school day offhand.

The parents who are living 
below poverty line who may 
not even be able to provide 
one nutritious meal a day for 
their children are being re-
lieved as their children now 
eat one good meal every day 
in school.”

World Hepatitis Day: Rotary Club of Owerri
advises patients to go for treatment
By Ikenna Orioha 

T
hose who have hep-
atitis, but could not 
treat it due to pover-

ty and those who have the 
disease, but do not know 
that they have it, have been 
enjoined to always go for 
hepatitis test and treatment 
to prevent death.

The Synergizer President 
of  Rotary Club of  Owerri 
Uptown, Rotarian Olaedo 
Winifred IkeGodson, gave 
the advice at an event or-
ganized by Rotary Club of  
Owerri Uptown and Rotary 
Club of  Owerri Metropol-
itan in commemoration of  
World Hepatitis Day held in 
Owerri, last week. Theme 
of  the event is “I can’t wait”.

Ike Godson hinted that 
Rotary Club found it very 
important to sensitize peo-

ple on the effect of  the kill-
er disease, hepatitis, how to 
prevent, protect and suggest 
possible ways to curb its 
spread by way of  clean en-
vironment. 

“If  indeed we are carri-
ers of  the disease, we are 
taught how best to protect 
ourselves towards healthy 
living. You can see here now 
that we have laboratory sci-
entists who are actually car-
rying out the test, who are 
actually advising people.

There are some people 
here who proved positive of  
the disease. It is not a death 
sentence. We have gone a 
step further to direct them 
to bigger facilities where 
they could take the vaccine 
and possibly get treatment 
against the virus”.

She revealed that the free 
medical outreach was run 

on the same day across the 
world and their various 
communities as voluntarily 
done by Rotary Club Ow-
erri, advising people to keep 
their environments clean, 
avoid unclean food and pol-
luted water to live free from 
hepatitis, stating that the 
major challenge facing the 
club on effective awareness 
campaign on prevention of  
hepatitis is funds. 

“Most of  the things we 
use here we did not pick 
them on the street. They are 
capital intensive projects. 
getting medical kits, pro-
fessionals, drugs, creating 
awareness and sensitiza-
tion. 

“Though we are hap-
py we have the passion to 
render selfless service in 
communities we live in. We 
appeal to government to 

support, assist Rotary Club, 
organizations and persons 
that have the interests of  
their people at hearts”. 

The club also appealed to 
the financial heavyweights 
and good spirited individ-
uals to support and assist 
them to better the socie-
ty by launching adequate 
campaign against hepatitis, 
even as she thanked Rota-
ry Club for giving them the 
opportunity to make their 
communities safe and better 
through the advocacy and 
assistance.

Also speaking, Hon. Oke-
chukwu Emenyeonu, who 
called on passersby to come 
and partake in the gesture, 
said he cares for the lives 
and health of  the people 
hence he does good to hu-
manity, vowing to contin-
ue to render humanitarian 
work to the society.
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ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 

BIRTHDAY FELICITATION TO 
OUR ONE AND AMIABLE 
C H A I R M A N  A N D  C H I E F
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF 
DEKING PRINTING HUB.
On this day, We the entire Staff  of  
Deking Printing Hub celebrate a 
Monument of  Humility, aman with 
a heart of  gold, an exceptional 
employer full of  wisdom, a Leader 
per excellence, our Hero, the King 
Maker, a Father and Friend, a gift to 
humanity and the best Boss ever! 
We count ourselves as the most 
fortunate employees in the private 
business sector,because your kind is 
rare in the world. You are the only 
selfless employer ever seen; you put
smiles in our mouths, the best 
encouraging and motivating Boss, 
your wisdom and patience with us is 
not human but divine. We are proud 
to have you as our Boss. Heaven and 
Earth rejoices at your emergence, 
Earth is blessed because a saviour 
was givento Man. God who created 
you knew your deposits and this is 
why you will keep living and grow 
very old. You are a representative of  
God here on Earth, an ambassador 
of  heaven embassy! As you mark 
this new age, your barns shall be 
filled and never run dry. God bless 
your new Age Sir! We love You!!
Long Live Clan Chief  (Prof) 
Kings ley  Chimezie  Anos ike
Long live Ebubemba Ikeduru
Long Live the Chairman/CEO of  
DeKing Printing Hub

Signed: Peace Udoka
Manager Deking Printing Hub

Clan Chief Prof. 
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Editorial

emi Falana; lawyer, activist, senior Fa dvo c a t e,  h a s  a c c u s e d  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari of  “failing to 
satisfactorily address the crisis of  
insecurity in the country, and doing 
nothing to end the mismanagement of  the 
economy under his watch.”

Falana stated this in a paper titled 
Good Governance or Misgovernance: The 
Contract Called Democracy, delivered at 
the 50th anniversary of  the interactive 
session held by the Abeokuta Club in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State.

Fa l a n a  s a i d ,  “ I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e 
decentralisation of  police powers at the 
centre the Federal Government has 
continued to kick against the creation of  
state police service on the ground that it is 
unconstitutional!”

Falana also said, “No doubt, based on 
the virtual collapse of  the security 
architecture of  the neocolonial State, the 
Federal Government has grudgingly 
allowed state government to create state or 
regional security outfits. But they are not 
allowed to bear arms.”

According to Falana, “the personnel of  
the regional security outfits who are armed 
with cutlasses and dane guns are expected 
to commit suicide by confronting AK 47 
bearing terrorists, bandits, kidnappers, 
herders and robbers.”

The paper, read in part: “In view of  the 
fact that the civilian Joint Task Force 
operatives are given licences to bear arms 
and ammunition, I have asked state 
g ove r n m e n t s  t o  s u e  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government for refusing to grant licences 
to the personnel of  regional security outfits 
for allowing dangerous criminals to breach 
the constitutional rights of  unarmed 
citizens to life and dignity.”

“Furthermore, it is discriminatory to 
deny licences to 5,000 state security 
personnel to bear arms to protect millions 
of  unarmed c i t izens  whi le  a  few 
individuals are granted licences to acquire 
weapons to protect themselves and their 
family members.”

“Curiously, some state governors have 
also complained about the refusal of  the 
National Security Adviser to approve the 
applications for End Users Certificates for 
importation of  Drones to monitor and 
expose terrorists and kidnappers hiding in 
the forests.”

“With respect, such sabotage of  
security ought to be challenged in the 
Federal High Court as the National 
Security Adviser has not been conferred 
with the power by any law to grant or reject 
the requests of  governors to acquire 
equipment to secure the areas that have 

been exposed to danger by the Federal 
Government.”

“The governors should have directed 
the requests to the President Buhari who 
has publicly challenged them to adopt all 
necessary measures to secure the states 
since he has asked them to stop rushing to 
the Villa to complain about insecurity or 
killings by criminal gangs.”

“It is not in doubt that misgovernance 
has replaced good governance in Nigeria 
while majority of  public officers have 
breached the contract called democracy.”

“Since the acquisition of  security 
equipment alone cannot guarantee peace, 
law and order the Constitution has 
prescribed that the security and welfare of  
the people shall be the primary purpose of  
government.”

“As part of  the fundamental objectives 
of  the neocolonial State the participation 
of  the people in their government is 
guaranteed in accordance with the 
provisions of  the Constitution and the 
Electoral Act. The implication is that 
elected officials are mandatorily required 
t o  h ave  t h e i r  m a n d a t e  r e n e we d 
periodically through fair and free 
elections.”

“Nigeria is said to be a State that is 
based on the principles of  democracy and 
social justice, the federal, state and local 
governments are under a legal obligation 
to promote the happiness, freedom and 
prosperity of  the people. But in view of  the 
monetisation of  the electoral process by 
the political class, Nigeria cannot be said to 
be a democratic society.”

“It has become a plutocratic society 
where only the few rich people can contest 
and win elections. In other words, 
democracy is no longer a government of  
the people but a government of  a few rich 
and powerful individuals.”

“A situation whereby corruption is 
fought, even though partially, by the 
Federal Government alone should stop.”

“In view of  the duty imposed on the 
State by section 15(5) of  the Constitution 
to 'abolish all corrupt practices and abuse 
of  power', the authorities of  the 36 state 
governments and the Federal Capital 
Territory should establish anti-graft 
agencies to fight the menace of  corruption, 
recover looted fund and prosecute indicted 
individuals, groups and organisations.”

We therefore submit that the federal 
government, be proactive and responsive 
to the devastating insecurity bedeviling the 
nation and as well find lasting solution to 
contending the monster in the interest all 
Nigerians and her residents

Buhari's failure on insecurity is
failing to address national crisis 
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Birthday Felicitation to a generous 
business guru. I, Nwachukwu Isaac 

C., the Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO) of  DACHI Decor Global 

Resources Limited, 7Craft Furniture 
and my family, heartily celebrate 

with you, Clan Chief  Prof., 
Kingsley Chimezie, (Ebubemba 
Ikeduru) as you add one year to 

your life. You are a business guru 
who is generously good to humanity. 

Hence we pray that God who has 
brought you this far in life, will 

continue to sustain your life and 
empower you accordingly. May your 

days always be long and 
marvellous.

AUG.
4TH

Clan Chief Prof. ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 
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ASUU strike: We’ve voluntarily  decided
to quicken negotiation – Ngige 

Gunmen abduct former 
Anambra Lawmaker 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

G
unmen operating 
in Anambra State 
have abducted a 

former member of  the 
Anambra State House of  
Assembly, Hon Benson 
Nwawulu. 

Sources said Nwawulu, 
a two term lawmaker rep-
resenting Ogbaru Constitu-
ency 1 in the state assembly 
was abducted in his house 
in Ogbaru, on Sunday.

Nwawulu left Anambra 
Assembly in 2019, and had 
also contested for a seat in 
the House of  Representa-
tives, but failed. 

Though details of  his 
abduction were not made 
public, a source told jour-
nalists, on Wednesday, that 

the former lawmaker’s son 
has reached out to some 
current members of  the 
state assembly who were 
Nwawulu’s colleagues for 
funds.

 The state police com-
mand has however con-
firmed his kidnap, saying 
that efforts are at advanced 
stage to release them. 

The sState police com-
mand’s spokesperson, DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga who 
spoke to News Echo corre-
spondent said, “Yes, he was 
kidnapped on Sunday, and 
we are working to release 
him. 

“He will be rescued soon, 
because we are on their 
trail, and efforts are on top 
gear, and soon he will be 
rescued.”

Angry youths of Umuaro Community,  Abia State vandalize Prince O mortuary over owner’s alleged tampering, sale 
of body parts.

C
hris Ngige, the Min-
ister of  Labour and 
Employment, has re-

vealed that voluntary concil-
iation was adopted to ensure 
a quick resolution of  the on-
going strike by the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU).

Ngige disclosed this on 
Tuesday at a three-day capac-
ity-building workshop on In-
ternational Labour Standards 
and Dispute Resolution in Ni-
geria in Abuja.

The workshop is organised 
by the Industrial Arbitration 
Panel (IAP) in collaboration 

Kuje Prison attack: Release of 5 Kaduna
train abductees may be ‘Trade by Barter’
- APC lawmaker

A 
member of  the 
House Repre-
sentatives (APC 

Gombe), Abubakar Yunus, 
has alleged that the Kuje 
Prison attack and the recent 
release of  another batch of  
the victims of  train attack 
may be ‘trade by barter’.

Abubakar Yunus was 
speaking during a televi-
sion interview on Tuesday. 
Earlier Tuesday, terrorists 
released five more victims 
of  the Kaduna train attack.

The terrorists had ab-
ducted a number of  pas-

sengers when they attacked 
a Kaduna-bound train on 
March 28, 2022.

However, on July 5, 
2022, terrorists invaded 
Kuje Prison and freed over 
800 suspects, including all 
the Boko Haram members 
in detention.

When asked on whether 
there is a correlation be-
tween the recent release of  
some of  the passengers and 
the Kuje prison attack, he 
said, “As a legislator for so 
many years and I have been 
overseeing the defence 

mechanism,
 I will not say that the 

mechanism, the security 
architecture, is not actu-
ally in place. I will rather 
say its part of  the tactical 
schematic programmmed 
way the government wants 
to use it.”

He added, “Why I say 
that? Prior to the Kuje pris-
on attack, was Kuje pris-
on ever attacked? Was it 
the first time they had put 
insurgents, Boko Haram 
there? Why? 

So all those response 

with the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).

Ngige said that voluntary 
conciliation was adopted in-
stead of  arbitration so as not 
to delay the resolution process 
with the striking lecturers.

The minister said, “I could 
have transmitted the matter 
to the IAP or the National 
Industrial Court of  Nigeria 
(NICN).

“But I used my discretion to 
weigh the situation to know if  
it would cause more delay in 
the resolution of  the dispute 

in a court process.”
Ngige, however, recalled 

that ASUU had embarked on 
strike on February 14 and vol-
untary conciliation started on 
February 22 and, subsequent-
ly, on March 1.

He said, “The two out-
standing issues were the 
conditions of  service, which 
according to the 2009 Agree-
ment, would be reviewed 
every four years.

“The last review was in 
2013 and we started the re-
view in 2018 under Wale 

Babalakin as the chairman of  
the renegotiation committee. 
We couldn’t conclude because 
Babalakin left.

“A new committee headed 
by Munzali came. Munzali 
finished his work and put in 
his report at the Federal Min-
istry of  Education.”

Ngige noted that all the 
committees, including the 
previous Onosode committee, 
were all internal committees 
of  the Ministry of  Education.

He said, “Once the com-
mittees finish, their products 

are sent up.
“The major issue here is sal-

ary and wage review. That’s 
where they are before ASUU 
embarked on strike.

“If  a party wants us to trans-
mit a matter back to them to 
have a second look, you assist 
them. That’s what you call 
voluntary conciliation.

“It’s voluntary because if  I 
apprehend and bring all the 
parties to the negotiation ta-
ble and a party requests that 
I should take the matter to 
NICN, I’ll do so.

teams were there. I want 
to allude to the fact that 
earlier on, the government 
argued that they had the 
capacity to bombard these 
insurgents to free the cap-
tives, but they were afraid 
of  collateral damage.

 “To us, when the ban-
dits or the insurgents are 
claiming the release of  
our captives; and probably 
I will allude to the school 
of  thought, the hypothe-
sis, maybe it is a trade by 
barter. So it was a deliber-
ate non-intervention of  the 
government.”

Ebubeagu must go

Y
ouths in the Southeast 
staged a massive pro-
test in Aba, Abia State 

on Tuesday demanding the 
disbandment of  the region’s 
security outfit, Ebubeagu. 
Newsecho reports that the 
security outfit which was cre-
ated to curb the security crisis 
occasioned by unknown gun-
men in the South East and to 
also counter the said Eastern 
Security Network.

A statement issued on 
Tuesday by Goodluck Ibem, 
the President General of  
Coalition of  South East 
Youth Leaders, COSEYL 
shortly after the protest, ac-
cused Ebubeagu of  engaging 
in extrajudicial killings in 
the region. He alleged that 
Ebubeagu “killed 21 innocent 
youths returning from a tradi-
tional marriage in Awo Om-
mamma village in Oru East 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State accusing them of  
being bandits whereas the real 
criminals are left unchecked 
in the zone”.

According to the statement 

the coalition vowed to take 
the protest to Imo State, alleg-
ing that over 25,000 innocent 
youths have been “secretly 
killed by Ebubeagu outfit 
and other security operatives 
under the state governor’s 
watch”. The protesters dis-
played placards with differ-
ent inscriptions such as “We 
different inscriptions such as 
“We Don’t Want Ebubeagu 
in South East, It Is Now A 
Crime To Be A Youth In 
Imo State, Hope Uzodinma 
Should Resign Immediately 
For Killing 21 Igbo Youths 
With Ebubeagu, Ebubeagu 
Must Go”.  “Imo State has 
been the worst hit by the said 
Ebubeagu. Apart from the 
recent killing of  21 youths, 
another youth was also cut 
down in Oguta local gov-
ernment area of  Imo State, 
leading to serious protest in 
the local government, even as 
the people vowed to resist any 
militia group that step a foot 
in their land”, said one of  the 
Protesters who simply intro-
duced himself  as Obioma.

Igbo Youths Stage Protest in Abia
over killins in Southeast 
.. Says protest in Imo against
Gov Uzodimma next



s
Arc. Chiwuike Ohale

Clan Chief  (Prof) 

, 
Ebubemba Ikeduru.

. L .

We at Fidmax Nig. you a very 

happy birthday. 

It is our sincere desire that the years ahead will bring to 
your doors successful and happy moments that are as 
uncountable as the sands on the seashore.

For the many great businesses opportunities you have 
brought our way, we want to use this special day to say 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We sincerely 
appreciate you and 
wish you all the 
precious and happy 
things of life. Happy 
birthday!
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Hurray! An Uzoagba star was born 
today!

On behalf  of my family and I, we 
celebrate a true son of  the soil, a 
detribalized and cosmopolitan 

Nigerian, a Pan-African, a 
contributor to global development and 

a human development technocrat 
who celebrates his birthday today. 

Clan Chief (Prof) Chimezie 
Kingsley, Ebubemba Ikeduru. 

Your story reverberates round the 
world, your achievement precedes 

you, and so it is only fitting to 
celebrate you specially. Hip! Hip!! 

Hip!!! Hurray! Congratulations 
Ebubemba Ikeduru!

Clan Chief Prof. 
ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 

CHIEF MATTHEW & LOLO 

CONCILLA ELESIAKA
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Birthday wishes to a Star, Light and 
Trail to humanityOn this special day you 

have proven both to both God And 
humanity that it was indeed a carefully 

orchestrated plan to form you and 
release you to planet Earth. The world 

has indeed benefitted from you. You are 
truly been an immense friend and 

partner in progress. So as you celebrate 
today, I, Stanley Olunna Unachukwu 

(STANCORP SUITES), heartily 
felicitates with you Clan Chief (Prof) 

Chimezie Kinsley, Ebubemba Ikeduru. 
Continue to be the inspiration that you 
are. Continue to be the shooting star, 
shining light and blazing trail for the 
Ndi-Imo, Ndigbo, Nigeria and indeed 
the world with you intrinsic goodness. 
We at Stancorp Suites celebrate you. 
Happy birthday Ebubemba Ikeduru! 

Many happy returns!

HappyHappyHappy
BirthdayBirthdayBirthday

Ebubemba IkeduruEbubemba IkeduruEbubemba Ikeduru

Signed:
Stanley Olunna Unachukwu 
(STANCORP SUITES), High Chief 

Emmanuel k. Uzor Avenue, Area E, 
Plot RR/11 Housing, New Owerri, Imo 
state, Nigeria. Phone: 0813 306 2233.
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I, Chief  A.O Emma on 
behalf  of  myself, family and 
company wish to join your 
friends and well wishers  to 

celebrate you chief  
Chimezie Kingsley Anisike( 

Ebubemba Ikeduru) on 
your remarkable birthday 

Anniversary. You are 
indeed a rare gem, a 

business mogul, a 
quintessential personality 
and a philanthropist to the 
core. As you add another 

year, we pray for good 
health and long-life for 

future celebrations.

Birthday Felicitations!

ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 

AUG.
4TH

In God we trustIn God we trustIn God we trust
A.O EMMACO GLOBAL (NIG) LTD.

Importer & Exporter of  General Electrical/Electronics

Emmaco Plaza, 58 Ihugba Street by Tetlow Road
Owerri, Imo State.

08037213214 emmacoglobal@yahoo.com

Clan Chief Prof. 



Happy Birthday CLAN CHIEF (PROF) 

CHIMEZIE ANOSIKE KINGSLEY
 ( EBUBEMBA IKEDURU) Wishing you the best on your 

special day and beyond. You're a worthy friend 

and I‘m forever grateful.

Engr. Mayor ONUAWUCHI CEO. 

JADE-ELLE NIGERIA LTD

Clan Chief Prof. 
ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 
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News Feature

Wahala follows as Buhari dashes N1.4b
worth vehicles to Niger Republic

T
he Federal Gov-
ernment has justi-
fied the approval 
of  the sum of  one 

point four billion naira for 
the purchase of  vehicles for 
Niger Republic. 

This follows the outrage 
generated by the measure 
exposed by a popular social 
media influencer, David 
Hundeyin.

David Hundeyin, a re-
nowned investigative jour-
nalist and writer from Ni-
geria, has released fresh 
documents showing that 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari authorized the 
spending of  N1.4 billion 
to purchase vehicles for the 
government of  the Niger 
Republic.

The documents from 
the Nigerian budget office, 
which the journalist claims 
to have obtained, reveal 
that the administration led 
by Buhari is buying luxu-
ry automobiles for foreign 
governments.

Documents expressly 
identify Kaura Motors Ni-
geria Limited, with head-
quarters in Kaduna, as the 
supplier of  10 Toyota Land 
Cruiser V8 vehicles to the 
government of  the Niger 
Republic. 

According to the docu-
ments, which also indicate 
approval status, Kaura Mo-
tors received N1.4 billion 
in a Fidelity bank account 
from the 2022 budget. 
The address listed on the 
document was the focus 
of  a short investigation by 
MandyNews.com, and the 
results indicate that the ad-
dress is correct.

The information about 
the bank account is likewise 
accurate. On Wednesday, 
the Minister of  Finance, 
Budget and National Plan-
ning, Mrs. Zainab Ahmed, 
explained that even though 
Nigerians have the right 
to question President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, who 
approved the purchase, he 
also has the right to make 
his own assessment of  sit-
uations an act accordingly. 

Responding to questions 
during the post-Federal 
Executive Council (FEC) 
meeting chaired by Pres-
ident Buhari at the Pres-
idential Villa, Abuja on 
Wednesday, she said Nige-
ria has a policy of  assisting 

its neighbours to strengthen 
capacity to deal with inse-
curity.

The document released 
by the media influencer 
showed that the president 
approved the release of  the 
fund on the 22nd of  Febru-
ary this year. The contract 
to supply the 10 units of  
Toyota Land Cruisers was 
awarded to IFO Kaura Mo-
tors Nig. Limited.

 Meanwhile, Minister of  
the Federal Capital Territo-
ry, Mohammed Bello Says 
the Council approved over 
Two billion naira for the 
procurement of  utility ve-
hicles for security agencies 
in the nation’s capital. 

The Minister added that 
approval which was ratified 
at the FEC meeting also in-
cludes funds for installing 
communication gadgets in 
the vehicles. 

“Council approved the 
procurement of  securi-
ty vehicles to support the 
operations of  our security 
agencies in the FCT.  They 
are about 60 utility vehicles 
awarded to Coscharis mo-
tors Ltd with communica-
tion gadgets to be installed 
at a cost of  N1.83billion. 
“Also an additional approv-
al of  N847million for the 
purchase of  gadgets was 
awarded to Messrs E & S, 
bringing the total amount 
approved to N2, 682, 248, 
378, 52,” Bello stated. 

The minister however 
said the approval is not 
connected with the prevail-
ing insecurity in the coun-
try, especially within the 
Federal Capital Territory.

Nigerians react
As a result, thousands 

of  Nigerians have turned 
to social media platforms 
to demand an explanation 
from the president as to 
why he is spending taxpay-
er money on cars for a for-
eign nation.

He wrote: “I’ve got hold 
of  a budget office docu-
ment showing @MBuhari 
approving N1.4 billion to 
buy vehicles for the govern-
ment of  Niger Republic.

“I went ahead to confirm 
the account details provid-
ed in the document and 
sure enough it checks out.

“Why is @MBuhari’s 
government purchasing ve-
hicles for a foreign govern-

Federal Ministers briefed the press at the State House in Abuja on August 3, 2022. The N1.4B vehicles purchase for 
Niger Republic was top on the list.

ment? Is this an extension 
of  the same nonsensical 
decision-making that saw 
it prioritise a railway to 
Maradi?”

Reacting to the docu-
ment, Nigerians on Twit-
ter have condemned the 
President for ignoring the 
demands of  the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU) while purchasing 
vehicles for the government 

of  another country.
@dann_10 tweeted: “I 

won’t be surprised if  this is 
why Nigeria’s debt to reve-
nue ratio keeps rising….the 
man is running two coun-
tries with one country’s re-
sources.”

@henry_shield tweeted: 
“ASUU is on strike and Ni-
gerian undergraduates are 
wasting away at home for 
almost 7 months because 

“we don’t have money”?”
@benigbakpa tweeted: 

“It’s not the first time he’s 
shown such unworthy fa-
vouritism to the Niger Re-
public. Some will justify 
this as an aspect of  dip-
lomatic goodwill but it is 
not. It is nepotism and a 
show of  gratitude for the 
interference of  Niger in our 
internal affairs, especially 

elections.”
@simoncephas tweet-

ed: “1.4 billion in buying 
Toyota Land Cruiser for 
a foreign nation that is in-
consequential to the of  the 
country’s wealth, whilst 
citizens wallow in poverty. 
ASUU on strike. This pres-
ent government children 
should pray very well cos 
the heart of  people are not 
wishing them well.”

•  Nigerians kick
•  We’ve done it several times
–  FG justies decison

Document of the vehicle transaction as exposed by a popular social media in�uencer and journalist, David Hundeyin.



Ukraine confirms evacuation of more than 800
Donetsk residents as of Monday

Foreign News

News Echo   Thursday 4 August, 2022                                                                          Page  13

D
espite a gender quota 
in its 2010 constitu-
tion, men continue to 
dominate politics in 

Kenya. As a result, many women 
who fight for political participation 
suffer harassment, with no conse-
quences for the abusers.

According to Kenya’s constitu-
tion, women must make up one-
third of  elected and appointed 
bodies. But when Kenyans go to 
the polls on August 9 to elect a new 
president and parliament, there 
won’t be many female candidates 
to choose from: out of  more than 
16,000 political aspirants, less than 
2,000 are women.

“We are rising, but we are not 
there yet. So I encourage more and 
more young women to go for elec-
tive positions because we can, yes, 
we can!” Susan Gitari, who is run-
ning for Embu county, told DW.

Reaching the goal set by the con-
stitution is fraught with difficulties. 
According to the global Inter-Par-
liamentary Union, Kenya has the 
lowest rate of  women in politics 
in East Africa, with 23% of  parlia-
mentary seats. Moreover, most of  
them are dedicated women’s rep-
resentatives and not mainstream 
members of  parliament.

Male politicians ignored court 
orders to implement the gender 
quota by blocking legislation. 
Then, in 2018, they stayed away 
from a parliamentary vote, which 
would have guaranteed women 
one in three seats in the National 
Assembly. Since then, no further 
attempt to promote gender equali-
ty in parliament has been made.

Financial difficulties
Kenyan women who want 

to participate in political deci-
sion-making face more than just ill 
will by their peers. As a rule, they 
are poorer than men. Government 
data shows that only one in three 
hold formal jobs.

Funding traditionally expensive 
campaigns are thus out of  reach for 
most women politicians. However, 
Susan Gitari’s sister, Mercy Wam-
bui, who manages her campaign, is 
hopeful that things are beginning to 
change.

“We have had very good support 
from the people who understand 
her and who have had a brief  histo-
ry about her and know her capabil-
ity,” Wambui told DW.

Perhaps sensing a shift in the 
country, one of  the current presi-
dential front-runners, Raila Odin-
ga, appointed former justice min-
ister Martha Karua as his running 
mate. Should Kenyans pick Odin-
ga, Karua could become Kenya’s 
first female deputy president.

“I want to say this is a moment 
for the women of  Kenya,” Karua 
said after her nomination in May.

But Liz Njue might disagree. 
When the Kenyan psychologist 
who wanted to vie for a county as-
sembly seat arrived to vote in her 
party primary, opponents physical-
ly attacked her.

Njue fled without casting her bal-
lot and lost the race. She reported 
the attack to the police, but there 
were no consequences.

Violence against women in 
Kenya
“People are saying, ‘We want 

women in politics; we want more 
women to get these political seats’. 
But how are they going to get 
them if  they are humiliated?” said 

Kenya election: Female aspirants face abuse

Presidential candidate,  Raila Odinga’s (left) running mate, Martha Karua could become the �rst female 
vice president.

39-year-old Njue, who had her hair 
pulled and her clothes torn.

Njue is one of  the dozens of  fe-
male candidates who have been 
physically assaulted while cam-
paigning for the August 9 elections, 
according to the Kenya Women 
Parliamentary Association, KE-
WOPA.

Gender violence in Kenya is not 
confined to politics. According to 
UN Women, almost half  of  all 
Kenyan women have been beaten 
or sexually assaulted by their part-
ners. In addition, 23% were child 

U
kraine confirms evacu-
ation of  more than 800 
Donetsk residents as of  

Monday
Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister for Reintegration of  the 
Occupied Territories of  Ukraine 
Irina Vereshchuk has confirmed 
the evacuation of  a total of  821 res-
idents of  Donetsk since Monday 
as part of  the mandatory reloca-
tion operation from the region.

According to Vereshchuk at a 
press conference, among the total 
number of  evacuees there are 185 
children and about 50 people with 
reduced mobility, as reported by 
the Russian news agency Ukrin-
form.

The deputy prime minister said 
that this group of  Donetsk resi-
dents has been sent to central re-
gions of  the Ukrainian territory, 
far from the battle line, such as 
Kirovograd, Poltava, Rivne, Vinn-
istia and Zhitomir.

Vereshchuk announced late last 
week that the government had be-
gun preparations to order a man-
datory evacuation of  the region 
before winter given the near-total 

destruction of  the heating supply 
infrastructure by fighting against 
Russian forces.

He further estimated that the 
mandatory evacuation order would 
affect between 200,000 and 220,000 
residents of  the region, right now 
the epicenter of  the fighting be-
tween Russian and Ukrainian forc-
es. However, on Wednesday he 
estimated that more than 500,000 
citizens will have to move to other 
regions.

According to Vereshchuk, the 
main fear faced by Donetsk resi-
dents is misinformation about what 
the future holds for them once they 
leave their homes, and he urged the 
media to disseminate and transmit 
information about it. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Reintegration of  the Oc-
cupied Territories of  Ukraine Irina 
Vereshchuk has confirmed the evac-
uation of  a total of  821 residents of  
Donetsk since Monday as part of  
the mandatory relocation operation 
from the region.

According to Vereshchuk at a 
press conference, among the total 
number of  evacuees there are 185 

brides.
Women exposed to public scru-

tiny are often targeted for abuse by 
strangers. But many suspect politi-
cal opponents behind the abuse.

Mary Mugure, a former sex 
worker, received threatening phone 
calls and text messages while run-
ning for a county assembly this 
year.

In November, two men on a mo-
torbike attacked her on the street. 
“It was just to intimidate me, to 
make me step down,” said Mu-
gure, who continued campaigning 

Evacuation of civilians in Ukraine on-going.

but lost the nomination.
Abuse on social media
Besides physical attacks, abusers 

also prefer to use social media. For 
example, when Kenyan politician 
Esther Passaris, who represents 
Nairobi County, posted a tribute to 
her late father, trolls heaped abuse 
on her. KEWOPA program coor-
dinator Mercy Mwangi said wom-
en lawmakers had reported more 
online abuse ahead of  the vote, 
including sexism, misogyny, and 
humiliating imagery.

children and about 50 people with 
reduced mobility, as reported by the 
Russian news agency Ukrinform.

The deputy prime minister said 
that this group of  Donetsk residents 
has been sent to central regions of  
the Ukrainian territory, far from 
the battle line, such as Kirovograd, 
Poltava, Rivne, Vinnistia and Zhit-
omir.

Vereshchuk announced late last 
week that the government had be-
gun preparations to order a man-
datory evacuation of  the region 
before winter given the near-total 
destruction of  the heating supply 
infrastructure by fighting against 
Russian forces.

He further estimated that the 
mandatory evacuation order would 

affect between 200,000 and 220,000 
residents of  the region, right now 
the epicenter of  the fighting be-
tween Russian and Ukrainian 
forces. However, on Wednesday he 
estimated that more than 500,000 
citizens will have to move to other 
regions.

According to Vereshchuk, the 
main fear faced by Donetsk resi-
dents is misinformation about what 
the future holds for them once they 
leave their homes, and he urged the 
media to disseminate and transmit 
information about it. 
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Birthday Eulogy

By Bright C. J Okereke

C
lan Chief  Prof. 
Chimezie Kingsley 
(KSC), Ebubemba 
Ikeduru’s human-
ness and meekness 

resonates a timeless ethos of  
quality. It’s inspirational, sooth-
ing and emulating. The mag-
nitude and special intensity of  
his modesty reverberates an 
enduring spirit of  value. Very ul-
timately, it vibrates a triumphal 
story.

He is the boss of  a global 
conglomerate with grounds in 
virtually all parts of  the globe. 
Unlike many of  his peers, his 
rise to eminence and fame was a 
product of  unrelenting will and 
amazing ability to overcome 
the challenges of  entrepreneur-
ial and gravitational downward 
pull. As far as business ideas 
and innovations are concerned, 
Ebubemba Ikeduru, turns no 
brilliant idea down, hence, his 
ever-growing and limitless drive 
for business exploit.  

Ultimately, his life always re-
volves around what great good 
he could do for the vast people 
across his treasured homeland 
and beyond.

As a daring fellow, commis-
sioned by divinity to success 
and accomplishment, he had to 
fully live and traverse the world 
in all its fragility and wiles, its 
coarseness and utter transience 
and odds. 

In pursuit of  success, he com-
mitted himself  to the grind of  
endeavour, determined to per-
sist even with unarticulated 
false starts and failures. He un-
derstood that persistent failure 
may eventually transform into 
triumph, and the specificities of  
an life fully lived can be found in 
memorable victories and defeat.

Ordinarily, some would lik-
en Clan Chief  Prof. Chimezie 
Kingsley (KSC), Ebubemba Ike-
duru, to a modern-day idol but 
frankly, he resolutely transcends 
the lure of  hyperbolic praise.

At work and play, he affects 
the candour of  a people and the 
lives with the passion of  a poet 
as he embarks on a relentless 
mission to milk a life of  bliss 
and make the most of  every op-
portunity presented to him by 
miserly fate.

Even, as a child, his imagi-
nation was constantly lit by the 
passionate flame of  success to 

Ebubemba Ikeduru: Inspiring 
milestones of an Iconic legend

reconcile the wild haul of  his 
hormones with the ancient wis-
dom persistently drummed into 
his conscience.

As adventurous and wildly im-
aginative as he was, the Young, 
Chimezie Kingsley, could not 
yield to the arbitrary lure of  ju-
venile wiles nor pretend to live 
in a verdant pavilion of  affluent 
swags and consequence-free 
whims. Thanks to divinity, a 
great deal of  his upbringing was 
spent imbibing, shaping and ap-
preciating the moral rectitude 
and qualities of  the highlander 
and conservative Christianity 
most adored by his family. Not-
withstanding, the moral stric-
tures of  his upbringing were 
blissful and memorable. 

He has been living a life of  
brilliance with sunshine. As the 
sun adorns the sky in beams 
of  gold and brightens the earth 
with brilliant spokes, His glory 
radiated all over him, imbuing 
him with something of  the fa-
bled beauty and the charm of  
Neverland. 

It also showered over him like 
the proverbial fount and brook 
that reiterates every detail of  
nature, earth and sky. Between 
his parents’moral restraints and 
their unbounded love, Chimez-
ie, dwelt and evolved in a double 
universe. 

Interestingly, Ebubemba Ike-
duru, had an epiphany about 
his future quite early in life with 
the realisation that he could not 
bear to serve another man for 
too long or play underling to 
any person as he never believed 
in wasting his most productive 
years in building another man’s 
dreams.

He conceived his dreams al-

most as the exact equivalent 
of  the great Gothic cathedrals, 
the supreme creation of  an era, 
conceived with passion by un-
known artists. Like the passion-
ate artist, he pursued his dreams 
unhindered by lethargy and that 
constant spell of  self-indulgence 
that afflicts a man in his prime. 
His passion stoked by a hunger 
to succeed, he defied the odds of  
ambition and the usual elements 
fated to manifest as the bane to 
growth in the life of  every man.

He deftly maneuvered through 
the labyrinth of  disappoint-
ments and despair characteris-
tic of  this period in a man’s life; 
more astonishingly, he survived 
it.

With visages of  failure con-
stantly flashing at him through 
his rear view, Ebubemba Ikedu-
ru, navigated through the folds 
and challenges of  enterprise 
with unusual tact and wisdom. 
Through his journey, mirth and 
hopefulness, were never absent 
from his heart and his face. 

Some people, one imagines, 
may be naturally dauntless and 
buoyant of  heart, but with him, 
good spirits always seemed, 
far more admirably, to be the 
product of  a strict program of  
self-improvement, he believed, 
like most truly modest men, in 
the absolute virtue of  self-im-
provement; which had wrought 
deep, essential changes in a 
nature inclined by birth to the 
darker view and gloominess 
that cropped up elsewhere in the 
manhood circuit.

With the ingenious outputs of  
his sound and savvy mind, he 
has scaled mountains, broken 
glass ceilings, and created new 
records. Though he operates in 

With the ingenious outputs
 of his sound and savvy mind, 

he has scaled mountains,
 broken glass ceilings, and 

created new records. Though 
he operates in a conventional

 industry where strict adherence
 to stipulated ethos rule

 supreme, his pragmatic and 
unconventional approach to
 life has undoubtedly earned 

him a special place in the
 economic, intellectual, 

and social space of the globe. 
And, it is why he is respected

 and renowned for his industry
 and ingenuity

 

(A Birthday tribute to an altruistic and consummate
business mogul, Publisher and Technocrat)

a conventional industry where 
strict adherence to stipulated 
ethos rule supreme, his prag-
matic and unconventional ap-
proach to life has undoubtedly 
earned him a special place in 
the economic, intellectual, and 
social space of  the globe. And, 
it is why he is respected and re-

With visages of failure constantly flashing at
 him through his rear view, Ebubemba Ikeduru, 
navigated through the folds and challenges of

 enterprise with unusual tact and wisdom. 
Through his journey, mirth and hopefulness, 
were never absent from his heart and his face.
 Some people, one imagines, may be naturally 
dauntless and buoyant of heart, but with him, 

good spirits always seemed, far more admirably, 
to be the product of a strict program of 

self-improvement, he believed, like most truly
 modest men, in the absolute virtue of

 self-improvement; which had wrought deep,
 essential changes in a nature inclined by birth 

to the darker view and gloominess that cropped 
up elsewhere in the manhood circuit.  

nowned for his industry and in-
genuity.

We are therefore most delight-
ed with the realities of  this ep-
och day of  his birthday anniver-
sary and as such glorify God for 
its possibilities; being sure divin-
ity will continue to multiply his 
greatness now and always!

Clan Chief Prof. Chimezie Kingsley (KSC), Ebubemba Ikeduru

“
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On behalf  of  entire staff  of  
DEKING GROUP OF COMPANIES LTD 

we say happy birthday to a quintessential philanthropist!
Birthday anniversaries come once in a year, but for Clan 
Chief  (Prof) Chimezie Kingsley it is a special occasion 
because of  the many lives you have touched with great 
love. They celebrate youy, Imo, Nigeria and the entire 

world celebrates you. Enjoy the blessings and good 
wishes that come with it. Congratulations and Happy 

Birthday Ebubemba Ikeduru!

AUG.
4TH

GM DEKING GROUP OF COMPANIES
Signed: JAMES KALU

Clan Chief Prof. ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 



News Echo    Thursday 4 August, 2022                                                          Page 16 

Tribute

Birthday passage to a trailblazer, 
pathfinder, my boss, 
Mr Chimezie Kingsley

By Jennifer John

T
he globally acclaimed father of  literally works, the iconic 
William Shakespeare, proclaimed it to high heavens that 
even heavens blaze forth the death of  princes, Here it is the 
birthday of  Clan Chief  (Dr) Chjimeziw Kingsley, Ebubemba 

Ikeduru in Imo State, 

To begin with, Ebubemba was not born with a golden spoon but he 
is today a man with a golden heart. He is in the league and legion of  
those who worked hard to conquer poverty and now ranks among the 
world’s biggest investors in philanthropy and humanitarian services. 
He is a very good man who gives the poor to pull them out of  their 
poverty lines not to curry an undeserved favour from the public. 

In his home town and in Ikeduru LGA, Ebubemba’s accomplishments 
in the area of  community growth and development are exceptionally 
commendable. He had in the past resolved conflicts and disputes 
among warring communities and organisations. In other words, he is 
a peace maker and one who encourages peaceful coexistence.

More than any other thing, Ebubemba is a good family man. He 
loves his sweet wife and admirable children. Yet, he accommodates 
friends and well wishes just as he doesn’t wish his foes failure but 
godly repentance.

Happy birthday, Ebubemba Ikeduru.

Ebubemba Ikeduru marks birthday in gracious glory

By Ori Martins

G
reat men of  the world celebrate their birthdays in August. In Nigeria, one 
of  the bookmakers and greatest builders of  modern Nigeria is the retired 
General Ibrahim Babangida (IBB) - he is an August birthday boy. Former 
governors Ikedi Ohakim of  Imo State and Peter Odili of  Rivers are also 
August birthday big boys. Among Ndigbo, the month of  August has come 

to signify as well as dramatize the whole essence of  love, togetherness, peace, progress and 
development, through the  well tailored scheme called August meeting!!! It is a time of  
townhall meetings on how to move Igbo nation to the point growth and digitalisation. In 
the global contemporary history and international diplomacy, August takes centre stage 
of  memorable affairs. For instance, one of  the the most outstanding events that shaped the 
20th century was the bombing of, and eventual destruction of  the twin cities of  Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki of  Japan by America in August in 1946 by US air forces. That historic and 
symbolic event summarily ended the World War 11. Taken together, you can testify, based 
on the foregoing that Dr. (Chief) Kingsley Anosike, Ebubemba Ikeduru, is a revered scion 
of  Ikeduru soil. He is a worthy ambassador of  Imo State. A  patriotic Igbo and a Nigerian 
of  great repute. He is a global icon in the true sense of  it. 

This is so because his noble achievements in his community stand him out as a legendary 
philanthropist. As one of  the few men who assist the government for public good, he 
is building kilometres of  road in his World Bank enclave at no cost to the government 
and no publicity attraction. His Igboness is practically appreciated when you measure 
Ebubemba Ikeduru by his love for Igbo culture and Igbo advancement which propelled 
him to celebrate an Ofala in his country home last December and commence News Echo 
newspaper for Igbo view to be well reported and interpreted. And as a true Nigerian, 
Ebubemba promotes togetherness in diversity. 

Indeed, this celebrator is a man who knows his onions in every capacity he is involved 
or called upon to serve. As a matter of  fact, his hobby is to assist the less privileged and he 
does this with cheerfulness and absolute candour as widows, orphans and the poor have 
all benefitted from his philanthropic gestures. One thing very remarkable and profound 
about him is: he is not a lion but he braves the odds and challenges. Like a lion, he fights 
foes to the end and like a lion also, he embraces friends amiably. Anosike numbers among 
the August Birthday Big Boys!

Happy birthday the Great Man of our time
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Hurray! An Uzoagba star was born today!
On behalf  of my family and I, we 
celebrate a true son of  the soil, a 

detribalized and cosmopolitan Nigerian, a 
Pan-African, a contributor to global 

development and a human 
development technocrat who celebrates 

his birthday today. 
Clan Chief (Prof) Chimezie Kingsley, 

Ebubemba Ikeduru. 
Your story reverberates round the world, 
your achievement precedes you, and so it 
is only fitting to celebrate you specially. 

Hip! Hip!! Hip!!! Hurray! Congratulations 
Ebubemba Ikeduru!

AUG.
4TH

Signed: SAMUEL KALU

Clan Chief Prof. 
ChimezieAnosike Kingsley 
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Strasse, making De Ligt the 
second most expensive 
transfer in the club's history.

In addition to adding 
D e  L i g t ' s  d e f e n s i v e 
strengths,  Bayern have 
secured a leader by signing 
the 22-year-old. The Dutch 
international became the 
y o u n g e s t  c a p t a i n  i n 
Champions League history 
when he led Ajax against 
Real Madrid at the age of  19 
in 2019.

KARIM ADEYEMI
Borussia Dortmund 

managed to secure the 
s e r v i c e s  o f  f o r w a r d 
Adeyemi from Red Bull 
Salzburg early in the close 
season, despite interest from 
several of  Europe's elite 
clubs.

D o r t m u n d  p a i d  a 
reported 30 million euros for 
the former Bayern Munich 
junior, who can play as a 
lone striker or on either 
wing.

While not a like-for-like 
replacement, Adeyemi's 
nose for goal should see him 
at least in part replace the 
departed Erling Haaland's 
output in black and yellow 
this season.

Adeyemi, who topped 
the Austrian scoring charts 
with 19 goals as Salzburg 
won their ninth consecutive 
title, opened his account 
with a goal in his first 
competitive appearance for 

 new-look Bayern 

AMunich will enter 
t h e  2 0 2 2 / 2 3 

season as firm favourites to 
win their 11th straight 
Bundesliga title, despite 
o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e 
tumultuous off-seasons in 
recent memory.

Bayern lost star striker 
Robert Lewandowski to 
Barcelona, but the 31-time 
German champions have 
strengthened across the 
park, adding Liverpool 
f o r wa r d  S a d i o  M a n e 
a l o n g s i d e  J u v e n t u s 
defender Matthijs de Ligt, 
A j a x  p a i r  R y a n 
Gravenberch and Noussair 
Mazraoui, and French 
attacking starlet Mathys 
Tel.

supersport.com takes a 
look at five new faces to 
watch in the Bundesliga as 
the season kicks off  this 
weekend.

M A T T H I J S  D E 
LIGT

Bayern wasted no time 
in  r e inves t ing  the  50 
million-euro transfer fee 
B a r c e l o n a  p a i d  f o r 
Lewandowski, bringing in 
one of  Europe's hottest 
defensive talents in De Ligt 
from Serie A side Juventus.

B a y e r n  s p e n t  a 
reported initial fee of  70 
million euros ($71.3m) to 
bring the former Golden 
Boy winner to Saebener 

division when they secured 
Japanese  cen t r e -back 
Yoshida on a free transfer 
f r o m  S e r i e  A  s i d e 
Sampdoria.

Yoshida,  who has 
captained Japan since 2019 
and will lead them into 
their opening-round clash 
with Germany at the Qatar 
World Cup later in the year, 
played for Premier League 
side Southampton from 
2012 to 2020.

Yoshida, 33, replaces 
f e l l ow  S a mu r a i  B l u e 
representative Ko Itakura 
in Schalke's defence, after 
Itakura made the move to 
Bundesliga rivals Borussia 
Moenchengladbach in July.

On his arrival in the 
Bundesliga, Yoshida said 
he was “delighted to wear 
the Schalke shirt” and 
declared himself  a long-
time fan of  the Royal Blues, 
having first watched Atsuto 
Uchida during his time at 
the Veltins Arena between 
2010 and 2017.

wo-time heavyweight Tchampion Anthony 
J o s h u a  b e l i e v e s 

Tyson Fury will still make a 
return to the world of  boxing, 
however, only when a huge 
fight is presented to him. 

Joshua is on course to 
lock horns against Oleksandr 
Usyk in their title rematch on 
August 20 in Jeddah, Saudi 
A r a b i a .  J o s h u a  w a s 
outboxed by the Ukrainian 
b ox e r  i n  L o n d o n  l a s t 
September, relinquishing the 
WBA Super, IBF, IBO, and 
WBO titles simultaneously at 
the Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium. 

igeria forward Umar 

NSadiq is on the verge of  
joining Bundesliga 

giants, Borussia Dortmund, 
according to reports.

D o r t m u n d  s o l d  t h e i r 
ta l i smanic  s t r iker,  Er l ing 
Haaland to Manchester City 
t h i s  s u m m e r  a n d  h i s 
replacement Sebastian Haller is 
expected to spend several 
months on the sidelines after he 
was diagnosed with a testicular 
tumour.

The  for mer  European 
champions have identified 
Sadiq as the perfect replacement 
for the Cameroon striker.

Dortmund has reportedly 
agreed on a deal for Sadiq and 
will pay as much as €30 million 
including add-ons.

The 25-year-old scored 18 
goals and recorded 12 assists in 
36 league appearances to help 
Almeria secure promotion to 
LaLiga last season.

He has been linked with the 
likes of  Benfica, Villarreal, 
Sevilla and Valencia this season.

i g e r i a 

Ni n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
A d e m o l a 

Lookman is set to complete 

a permanent £12.5m move 
to Atalanta.

The 24-year-old Super 
Eagles star has spent the last 
two seasons on loan at 
Premier  League  s ides 
Fulham and Leicester City.

He joined Leipzig but 

has failed to make the grade 
at the German Bundesliga 
side since joining Everton 
in 2019.

And Sky Sport Italia 
claim Lookman is now set 
for a permanent move, 
arriving in Bergamo to 

complete a medical with 
the Serie A side.

Meanwhile, Portugal 
midfielder, Renato Sanches 
is reportedly closing in on a 
m ove  t o  Pa r i s  S a i n t -
Germain.

T r a n s f e r  e x p e r t , 
Fabrizio Romano claims 
that PSG has struck a €15m 
w i t h  L i l l e  f o r  t h e 
midfielder's transfer with 
personal terms already 
agreed.

The report adds that 
Sanches, who was linked 
with AC Milan, will now 
undergo a medical in Paris 
to complete the switch

With the focus for Joshua 
now on clinching the belts for 
the third time in his career, 
the British boxer reckons that 
Fury will only return to the 
ring if  a fight with huge 
financial backing comes 
around the corner. 

“I feel retirement doesn't 
mean you have completely 
given up and you are on the 
beach clicking your toes and 
drinking a bottle of  Corona. 

“I feel he is still ticking 
over, and he will come back if  
the right fight is presented to 
him.” 

“If  Fury will come out 
and honor the gentleman's 

agreement there is a lot of  
money to be made. I know 
that money could help a lot 
of  people as well,”. 

F u r y  h a s  e n j o y e d 
memorable wins in his recent 
fights, including a win over 
Dillian Whyte in front of  a 
record-breaking crowd at the 
Wembley  S tad ium.  He 
stopped the Brixton fighter in 
six rounds in front of  a crowd 
of  94,000 fans in attendance.

Reports have it that in July 
Fury also said that he will 
return to fight Joshua for free 
as long as his conditions are 
met. 

“The fight has got to be 
for free,” Fury said in an 
Instagram post. 

“Free-to-air on television 
and all tickets go for free. No 
money is to be made off  of  
this British, historic fight if  it 
happens.” But Joshua is not 
convinced that Fury has 
retired or that he wants a 
fight without money. “If  
Fury would honor the boxers' 
agreement and come out of  
r e t i r e m e n t  b e c a u s e 
ultimately, going back to 
boxing, what is at my core? 
It's about the money,” Joshua 
said. 

in late July.
MARIO GOETZE 
Far from a Bundesliga 

newcomer, World Cup-
w i n n i n g  a t t a c k i n g 
midfielder Goetze makes his 
return to Germany with 
Eintracht Frankfurt after a 
successful two-year stint at 
D u t c h  g i a n t s  P S V 
Eindhoven.

Goetze won the Dutch 
Cup and the Dutch Super 
Cup during his time with 
PSV, showing the type of  
form which won him the 
Golden Boy award in 2011 
and had him marked as one 
of  Europe's top prospects.

Europa League winners 
Frankfurt will be hoping the 
f i v e - t i m e  B u n d e s l i g a 
champion can bring some 
much-needed experience 
and guile to the Eagles, who 
e n t e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  e ve r 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
campaign this season.

MAYA YOSHIDA
P r o m o t e d  g i a n t s 

Schalke took a major step in 
ensuring they stay in the top 

Dortmund as they beat 1860 
Munich in the first round of  
the German Cup on Friday.

DAVID RAUM
N e w  R B  L e i p z i g 

addition Raum may just be 
the addition the German 
Cup holders need to claim 
their first ever Bundesliga 
title in the 2022/23 season.

In just his first season in 
the top division after being 
s i gned  f rom Greu the r 
Fuerth, left-back Raum 
provided 11 assists and 
scored three league goals for 
Hoffenheim.

H i s  p e r f o r m a n c e s 
earned him a first national 
team call-up, with the 24-
year-old quickly establishing 
h i m s e l f  a s  a  c r u c i a l 
component of  coach Hansi 
Flick's Germany side ahead 
of  this year's World Cup in 
Qatar.

Raum was also heavily 
courted by both Bayern and 
Dortmund after his stellar 
2021/22 performances but 
said “coming to Leipzig is 
absolutely the right step for 
me” when making the move 

Sodiq

Lookman

Joshua tips Fury for boxing return 

New faces to watch in the Bundesliga 

Transfer: Ademola Lookman in £12m move to new club 

Super Eagles forward, Sadiq close to
Borussia Dortmund
transfer
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ormer Super Eagles Fcoach, Gernot Rohr, 
said that the Nigeria 

Football Federation would 
h a v e  t o  p a y  h i m  h i s 
outstanding salary with 
interest along with the 
current dollar rate following 
their delay in making the 

ormer Arsenal star, FKevin Campbell, has 
p i c k e d  f o r w a r d 

Gabriel Jesus as the Premier 
League signing of  the 
season.

Campbell believes Jesus 
has everything and will 
score the goals for Arsenal, 
who have signed the 25-
year-old for cheap.

A r s e n a l  s i g ne d  t he 
Brazilian international from 

Manchester City earlier this 
s u m m e r  a f t e r  b e a t i n g 
competitions from Chelsea 
and Tottenham Hotspur.

Jesus has done well in 
pre-season and is the most-
owned player in the Premier 
League's official fantasy 
game.

And Campbell believes 
Jesus will be a hit this 
season.

“I'm going to go with 

Jesus, listen we went in with 
balaclavas and we got him,” 
Campbell told the Highbury 
Squad YouTube channel.

“It was cheap money, 
and he's shown you that he 
has everything a striker 
needs, his movement, his 
goalscoring, his work rate, 
his tenacity.

“He has everything we 
need and I think he is going 
to be the star guy.”

r is t iano Ronaldo 's 

Crelationship with new 
Manchester United 

manager Erik ten Hag has hit 
rock bottom, with the player 
“furious” over his public 
criticism.

On Wednesday, Ten Hag 
said it was “unacceptable” that 
Ronaldo and some of  his 
teammates left Old Trafford 
early during last Sunday's 
f r i e n d l y  a g a i n s t  R a y o 
Vallecano.

It was Ronaldo's first pre-
season game for the Red Devils 
and he was taken off  at 
halftime.

The 37-year-old was then 
pictured leaving the stadium 
before the final whistle.

“We are a team and that 

means you stay until the end.
“This is unacceptable, for 

all those involved,” Ten Hag 
told Viaplay.

The Daily Star reports 
Ronaldo is angry with Ten 
Hag's comments and now 
wants to leave Manchester 

United more than ever.
The Por tugal  captain 

informed United of  his desire 
to leave earlier in the summer 
as he is desperate to play in the 
Champions League.

FIFA instead approved 
$377,879.46 (N155m as of  
December 2021 and N157m 
at the current official dollar 
to naira rate). 

A ruling by the FIFA 
players' status chamber in 
May ordered the NFF to pay 
Rohr the money within 45 
days,  a f t e r  end ing  h i s 
contract abruptly adding 
that the country's football 
governing body would be 
sanctioned if  Rohr was not 
paid in full within 45 days. 

“ I f  f u l l  p a y m e n t 
(including all applicable 

apoli president, 

NA u r e l i o  D e 
Laurent i i s,  has 

said his club will not sign 
any more African players 
unless they agree to not play 
i n  t h e  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations.

S e n e g a l  d e f e n d e r 
Kalidou Koulibaly and 
C a m e r o o n  m i d f i e l d e r 
Andre Zambo Anguissa 
missed several games for the 
Serie A club while on 
international duty at this 
year's AFCON, which took 
place between January and 
February.

Nigerian striker, Victor 
Osimhen, was ruled out 
with injury.

“I told them, lads, don't 
talk to me about Africans 

anymore.
“I love them, but either 

t h e y  s i g n  s o m e t h i n g 
confirming they'll back out 
of  playing the Africa Cup of  
Nat ions,  or  otherwise 
between that tournament, 
the World Cup qualifiers in 
South  Amer ica ,  these 
players are never available,” 
D e  L a u r e n t i i s  s a i d 
according to Football Italia.

aris Saint Germain Pa r e  p l a n n i n g  t o 
h i j a c k  F C 

Barcelona's bid to sign 
Bernardo Silva.

T h e  P o r t u g u e s e 
midf ie lder  i s  now the 
Blaugrana's top target in the 
t r a n s f e r  m a r k e t  a f t e r 
successful operations that 
have seen them land the 
l i k e s  o f  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski, Raphinha 
and Jules Kounde in recent 
weeks.

Reports from Catalonia 
on Wednesday morning say 
that there is 'optimism' 
about signing Silva before 
the close of  the window, but 
any deal is dependent on 
Frenkie de Jong leaving for 
City's crosstown rivals 
Manchester United or, 

more likely now, their 2021 
Champions League final 
opponents Chelsea.

In the French capital, 
PSG do not have to wait 
around for other deals to 
pull off  and are, according 
to Le10 Sport, planning an 
approach for Silva which 

would derail Barca's plans.
Replacing the f i red 

Leonardo,  which  was 
apparently on the orders of  
Kylian Mbappe after he 
signed a three-year contract 
extens ion,  PSG's  new 
spor t ing director  Luis 
Campos has a very good 
relationship with Silva and 
his agent Jorge Mendes and 
is therefore sounding out a 
potential coup.

A s  w i t h  M b a p p e , 
Campos knows Silva well 
from their days at Monaco 
together, with a successful 
run to the Champions 
League semi-finals in the 
2016/2017 season and a 
Ligue 1 title win seeing PSG 
come in for Mbappe and 
City for Silva.

U n l i k e  M b a p p e , 
however, who infamously 
snubbed Real Madrid to 
stay where he is at the Parc 
des Princes, Silva currently 
longs for  a  change of  
scenery.

Though he is willing to 
join the La Liga giants, who 
are confident the player will 
wait for them to get their 
financial affairs in affair and 
off load De Jong, Silva 
would also repor tedly 
welcome a departure to 
PSG.

The reigning French 
champions see it essential to 
sign players capable of  
making a difference from 
midfield, and feel that Silva 
fits the mold perfectly.

For Barca, having their 
plans scuppered by the 
Parisians would see them 
get a taste of  their medicine.

This summer, they have 
twice stepped in when 
players – namely Raphinha 
and Kounde  looked to have 
agreed terms with Chelsea 
but ended up holding out 
for Barca and ditching the 
west Londoners at the altar.

NFF to pay his salary until 
the end of  his contract, 
which should have expired 
in December, Rohr, the 
Eagles '  longest -ser ving 
coach took the case to world 
f o o t b a l l  b o d y  F I FA , 
demanding an additional 
£1m for breach of  contract 
“without just cause” but 

didn't pay anything. 
“FIFA paid me a part of  

the sum they owe me and 
that is normally (from) a part 
of  the development budget 
t h e y  p a y  t o  A f r i c a n 
federations. 

“My lawyer reminded 
them, FIFA and NFF, that 
interests have to be paid. The 
dollar amount will grow 
with time and this is the law.” 

A s k e d  w h e t h e r  h e 
would be taking the NFF to 
the Court of  Arbitration for 
Sports, the gaffer added, 
“No, because normally 
FIFA gives a guarantee for 
payment.” 

payment. 
The Franco-German 

was relieved of  his job as the 
Eagles gaffer last December, 
f o l l o w i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  
u n d e r w h e l m i n g 
performances by the three-
time African champions. 

Despite moves by the 

interest) is not made within 
45 days of  notification of  
this decision, the respondent 
(the NFF) shall be imposed a 
restriction on receiving a 
percentage of  development 
funding, up until the due 
amounts are paid,” said the 
FIFA decision. 

However, 85 days after 
the ruling by FIFA, the 
former Bordeaux manager 
told PUNCH Sports Extra 
that  he was yet  to  get 
payment from the NFF.

 Rohr said, “Since the 
FIFA judgment, they (NFF) 

Ronaldo

NFF must pay me N157m with interest – Rohr 

He has everything , Campbell names
Premier League signing of the season

We won't sign African
players again – Napoli
president, De Laurentiis

PSG set to hijack Barca's Bernardo
Silva signing 

Ronaldo angry after Ten Hag slams
him for “unacceptable” behaviour

Rohr

Laurentiis

Silva
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The fresh news people

Felicitations to a professor of Philanthropy! It has gone full circle for 
Ebubemba Ikeduru on this auspicious occasion of your birthday. We at 
News Echo Newspaper and News Insider recognize and celebrate the 

impact you have been making on the lives of people and the value you have 
given to business relationships. 

The world today will not be complete without the cacophony of 
celebrations to announce your birthday. Hurray to a great achiever, a goal 

getter and a lover of mankind. 
To the son of this great colosus who shares same birth date with Dad; we 

wish you the best and most blissful years ahead
 Happy birthday! Chief (Prof) Chimezie Kingsley!

Happy birthday Somtochukwu! 
Many happy returns Ebubemba Ikeduru & Somtoo. 

May God add more years to your LIFE and more 
more year and more life to you sir. 

EBUBEMBA IKEDURU & SON,
SOMTOCHUKWU

Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Managing	Editor	-	Bright	Okereke	-	07030586457

INSIDER
N e w s p a p e r

Bright Okereke
Managing Editor

 Rotary Club of Owerri Advises
patients to go for treatment

ASUU strike: We  have voluntarily
decided  to  quicken  negotiation 
– Ngige


