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News

Ebonyi hotel shooting: Police confirms killing 
of bodyguard to PDP guber candidate
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice Command has 
confirmed the kill-

ing of  One Henry Ezeani 
Chukwu, a 43 year old in-
digene of  Anambra State 
purported to be a body-
guard to Dr Ifeanyichuk-
wuma Odii, a People’s 

Democratic Party Gover-
norship candidate in the 
Shooting in hotel in Isu, 
Onicha Local government 
area of  the state. Gunmen 
had invaded a hotel, pop-
ularly known as “Galaxy” 
in Isu community, Onicha 
Local Government Area 
(LGA) of  Ebonyi State and 
killed three persons. 

A source from the area, 

said one of  the victims was 
the owner of  the hotel, Og-
bonnaya Nwadibia, also 
known as “Galaxy” and 
two others. 

A statement signed by 
the State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, PPRO, SP 
Chris Anyanwu and made 
available to Newsmen said 
that the incident occurred 
on the 24th of  August 2022 

at about 08: 50pm.
SP Anyanwu said that 

gunshot sounds were heard 
around Nkwoagu Isu Mar-
ket square in Onicha LGA, 
Ebonyi State, adding that 
the Division Police Officer 
DPO in charge of  the area 
immediately despatched a 
team of  Police operatives 
to the area.

 He said that the officers 
traced the direction of  the 
suspected gunfire up to 
Home Galaxy Hotel Nk-
woagu Isu where it was 
eventually discovered that 
unknown armed men in-

vaded the hotel and opened 
gunfire on people. 

The PPRO noted that 
among the people found 
with suspected bullet inju-
ries, littered about the prem-
ises. Augustine Ogbonnaya 
Nwadiba, the proprietor of  
the said hotel, an indigene 
of  Mgbom Amanator Isu. 

Others include, Henry 
Ezeani Chukwu, 43yrs, an 
indigene of  Anambra State 
purported to be a bouncer 
to Dr Ifeanyi Chuks Odii 
a PDP Guber Aspirant 
and Alexander Ekwe Oko-
rie, a 52 year old native of  

Uhuoke Amanator Isu.
SP Anyanwu said that 

what the officers recovered 
from the scene were elev-
en (11) shells of  expended 
AK47 ammunition.

 “The victims were quick-
ly evacuated to Amagu 
Mgbom Health Center 
where they were confirmed 
dead and later deposited at 
the Morgue facility of  the 
Health Center.

The Homicide Unit of  
the State Criminal Investi-
gation and Intelligence De-
partment has embarked on 
a scrupulous investigation 
of  the incident.

...Ignores court ruling, insist on
swearing-in new council chairmen
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State govern-
ment has insisted that 
the 13 LGA chair-

men and 171 ward council-
lors elect must be inaugurat-
ed on 1st September 2022 as 
earlier scheduled despite a 
court ruling which nullified 
their election.

The federal High Court 
sitting in Abakaliki had 
nullified the LGA elections 
held on the 30th of  July, 
2022 few days to swear-
ing in of  the winners on 
the grounds of  irregulari-
ties and total negligence to 
the 2022 Electoral Act and 
other relevant laws by the 
Ebonyi State Independent 
Electoral Commission, EB-
SIEC, and therefore ruled 
that the election should be 

null and void.
The Court equally or-

dered that the incumbent 
council chairmen and ward 
councillors should not leave 
office as their tenures would 
elapse on August 2023, 
when a fresh election for 
the local government areas 
in the state has to be held 
legally. 

However, the Ebonyi 
State APC Chairman, 
Chief  Stanley Okoro 
Emegha while announcing 
the date for the inaugural 
ceremony in a statement in 
Abakaliki argued that the 
inauguration of  the newly 
elected LG Chairmen and 
Councilors should be held 
earlier scheduled following 
their successful election on 
July 30, 2022.

He said: “In view, of  the 
successful conduct of  Coun-

cil polls in Ebonyi State on 
the 30th of  July 2022, the 
National and Zonal Leader-
ship of  the All Progressives 
Congress Stakeholders), 
other Stakeholders, as well 
as the General public, are 
cordially invited to witness 
the epoch-making event 
which will signify a new 
era that will consolidate 
on the giant developmen-
tal strides of  our Governor, 
Engr Chief  David Nweze 
Umahi.

“It is also gratifying to 
use this opportunity again 
to congratulate the newly 
elected Chairmen of  the 
13 local government Areas 
and 171 wards’ councilors 
as well as our great party, 
APC for sweeping the polls 
overwhelmingly.” 

He announced that the 
inauguration would be held 
on 1st September 2022 by 
10 am, at the Pa Ngele Oru-
ta township stadium, Ab-
akakili, Ebonyi State.

I ’ll justify confidence reposed in me 
by gov - Imo Commissioner 

By Ikenna Orioha

A 
newly sworn-in 
commissioner in 
Imo state, Barr. Jer-

ry Egemba has said he will 
justify his appointment by 
rendering quality service 
to the Ministry assigned to 
him. 

He expressed his appre-
ciation to the Governor of  
Imo State, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for finding him 
worthy to be appointed a 
honourable commission-
er in the state, adding that 
he would always remain 
grateful as it is remarkable 
for him to be part of  Gov. 
Uzodimma’s government.  

He further expressed joy 
to the people of  his commu-
nity Umunumo to be with 
him despite the short notice 
and assured that his office is 
for everyone.

 Barr. Egemba promised 
to do his best to ensure that 
Imo becomes the State of  
our dream. 

He further disclosed that 
he would not disappoint the 
people of  the state. 

He urged imolites to 
join the Man who knows 
the road and opined that 
he joined All progressives 
Congress (APC) in 2020 
and now he is a commis-
sioner of  the state, accord-
ing to him, he wasted years 
in people’s Democratic 

Party  (PDP) since 1998 till 
2020. 

The Honourable Com-
missioner stated that he 
was one of  those who draft-
ed 1999 constitution. He 
opined that he has a better 
option now with All Pro-
gressives Congress, which 
he described as a promise 
fulfilled.

The governor who swore 
in 3 commissioners, 27 sole 
administrators and others 
charged the new appointees 
to use their position to serve 
the people and drive the af-
fairs of  the government.

The governor said he is 
optimistic that he would 
add great value to his ad-
ministration.

Ikpeazu swears-in Journalist,
4 others as Permanent Secretaries
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

C
omrade Charles If-
enkwe and four oth-
er persons have been 

sworn-in as Permanent 
Secretaries in Abia State by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu. 

Ifenkwe, who is a Jour-
nalist with Broadcasting 
Corporation of  Abia State 
(BCA), was a content de-
veloper, ace commentary 
writer and a Director in the 
radio station.

 Others sworn-in were Mr 
Ugonna Chimdi-Ejiogu, 
Mrs Dorothy Chiazom Ba-
logu and Mr Akoma Gide-
on Iheanyichi. 

In his address while swear-
ing-in the new Permanent 
Secretaries at Government 
House, Umuahia, Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu warned 
them against putting their 

personal interests above the 
general welfare of  Abians. 

He urged them to see their 
elevation as a call for more 
duties and dedications, cau-
tioning them against engag-
ing in behaviours that may 
damage the reputations and 
functions of  the civil service, 
especially the miniseries 
where they are posted to. 

Ikpeazu also reminded 
the new Permanent Secre-
taries that his administra-
tion was in the last year of  
service to Abians and so-
licited their dedications to 
enable him complete and 
deliver various projects his 
administration embarked 
upon.

He also charged the new 
Permanent Secretaries to 
work in synergy with the 
staff  of  the ministries they 
are posted to, for effective 
service delivery.

Imo govt commences evacuation of destitutes, 
mentally deranged from Owerri streets
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing series of  com-
plaints from some Imo 
citizens over the influx 

of   mentally ill persons in 
Imo, the  state governmen t  
through the Environmental 
Transformation Commis-
sion, ENTRACO has begun 
the evacuation of  mentally 
deranged and destitutes from 
the state capital and its envi-
rons. 

This is part of  the state gov-
ernment’s agenda of  rehabil-
itation. New Echo gathered 
that they would be taken to 
rehabilitation centers where 
the government will seek to 
their treatment and welfare. 

The Director of  Operations 
of  the Commission Hon. 
Paschal Nwakamma who 
disclosed this to newsmen in 
Owerri stated that the process 
is in line with the 3R’s policy 
of  Re-construction, Recovery 
and Rehabilitation. 

According to him, the 

Governor’s Rehabilitation 
agenda of  the state is geared 
towards rehabilitation of  the 
destitutes and mentally re-
tarded citizens to rehabilita-
tion centers, this he said will 
free the streets from the nui-
sance and hazards caused by 
these persons. 

He further disclosed tha t 
most of   the destitutes, from 
his finding are originally not 
from the state but brought 
into the city from neighbor-
ing states, vowing that the 
city of  Owerri will be recov-
ered from destitutes and the 
ones from the state would be 
Rehabilitated. 

He maintained that street 
begging will be totally pro-
hibited as the government 
will also  evacuate beggers 
from the streets of  Owerri as 
he maintained that the state 
capital should not be a dump-
ing ground for beggers and 
destitutes from neighboring 
states who come into Owerri 
at nights to settle.

...Commends Uzodimma on giant strides

Anambra Police recovers
abandoned jeep, AK47
ammunition, masks
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

O
peratives of  the Ni-
gerian police force 
on Monday recov-

ered one abandoned black 
Mercedes 4matic ML 350 
jeep with Reg No Abuja 
RBC 527 AL, one Ak47 
live ammunition and some 
criminal mask along Ama-
okpala-Awgbu highway. 

Intelligent reports by the 
police officers who were 
on patrol revealed that 
the items abandoned were 
from fleeing suspected 
criminals who got accident 
along the highway.

Confirming the report, 
Police Public Relatiins 
Officer, Anambra State 
Command, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu in a statement 
made avaliable to News 
Echo on Tuesday said, 
“Anambra State Police Op-
eratives on 29/8/2022 at 
about 3pm, while on patrol 
along Amaokpala-Awg-

bu highway recovered one 
abandoned black Mercedes 
4matic ML 350 jeep with 
Reg No Abuja RBC 527 
AL, one Ak47 live ammu-
nition and some criminal 
mask”.

“Preliminary informa-
tion shows that the vehicle 
is suspected to have been 
snatched by criminal ele-
ments that had an accident 
on their way to yet uniden-
tified location.

The Armed robbers aban-
don the vehicle inside a 
gutter and fled the scene”. 
Meanwhile, “Police Op-
eratives have intensified 
patrol in the area aimed at 
apprehending the criminal 
elements.

The Command also 
invites anyone or group 
looking for such vehicle as 
highlighted above, to come 
to Anambra State Police 
Command Awka, with a 
valid proof/evidence of  
ownership for scrutiny and 
possible collection.”
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Iwuanyanwu helped us develop our talents
- Association of  ex- footballers 

Abia Poly has regained 
accreditation - State Govt
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Polytech-
nic Aba which lost 
her accreditation 

a month ago has regained 
been regained the opera-
tional license from Nation-
al Board for Technical Ed-
ucation.

This development was 
made known by Barr Eze 
Chikamnayo, Abia State 
Commissioner for Infor-
mation and Strategy, in 
a release in Umuahia. 
Chikamnayo, who credited 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for the good news, said 
his immediate interven-
tion saved the school and 
students from the perils of  
non-activity.

He condemned the ear-
lier action of  NBTE for 
taking away Abia Poly’s 

accreditation under what 
he described as controver-
sial measure while also 
maintaining that former 
managements of  the Pol-
ytechnic were responsible 
for any financial challenges 
that bedeviled the Poly be-
fore the NBTE hammer.

“Consequently, His Ex-
cellency, Dr. Okezie Victor 
Ikpeazu rose to the occa-
sion propelled by the fact 
that the welfare of  our citi-
zens has always been of  ut-
most concern to his admin-
istration beyond all other 
legalistic consideration.” 

“We are, therefore, hap-
py to announce that the 
accreditation of  Abia State 
Polytechnic, Aba has been 
restored by the National 
Board of  Technical Edu-
cation, NBTE owing to 
gallant efforts of   our Dear 
Governor.”

“The achievement of  this 
uncommon feat on sched-
uled time has been made 
possible not only by the 
prompt provision of  450 
million Naira  by our ed -
ucation loving Governor 
to bail out the Institution 
from their self  inflicted ma-
laise but by the immediate 
adoption of  far reaching 
reforms aimed at establish-
ing sustainable growth and 
best practices moving for-
ward”, said Chikamnayo.

LP Presidential candidate, Peter Obi, with Cardinals from Nigeria.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Association of  
Ex- Footballers, 
Imo State, has ex-

pressed gratitude to a great 
statesman and super entre-
preneur, Chief  Engr. Em-
manuel Iwuanyanwu, for 
helping them to develop and 
use their football talents to 
become popular and useful 
in life. 

The ex- international play-
ers hinted that the rich im-
pact Ahaejiagamba of  Igbo 
Nation made in the lives 
of  youths across board was 
quite enormous and won-
derful, adding that he prac-
tically and fatherly taught 
them that football is part of  
life and that one can beat 
poverty, vulnerability and 
hatred through football or 
sports talents.

The group disclosed this 
through, ex- Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale player and ex- 
Flying Eagles player, Mobi 
Oparaku, ex-Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale player, Charles 
Okechukwu Uzo and ex- 

Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
player, Isaac Ugochukwu 
Nbika, in Owerri, on Sun-
day, during a meeting.

They said they are happy 
and quite honored to cel-
ebrate Emmanuel Iwuan-
yanwu as he marks his 80th 
birthday, assuring him of  
their full support, reverence 
and love.

Speaking, an ex-Nigeri-
an International player and 
ex- Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
player, Charles Okechuk-
wu Uzo, affirmed “Ahaeji-
agamba is a philanthropist 
per excellence who has 
contributed effectively to lift 
the country and humanity 
through football. 

We want to make the 
whole world know who he 
really is. We deemed it fit to 
give him back what he has 
given to us by honouring 
his birthday and making it a 
memorable one for him and 
his family”.

While ex- Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale player, Isaac Ugo-
chukwu Nbika, noted that 
the elder statesman is their 

Woman flogged for witchcraft lands in hospital 
as Ikpeazu’s wife rescues her

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he wife of  Abia State 
Governor, Mrs Nke-
chi Ikpeazu has come 

to the rescue of  a woman 
from Umuaghu Amaegbua-
to  Nkpa in Bende LGA, 
Mrs Amarachi who was 
tied and flogged Okechi by 
youths and some other vil-
lagers for allegedly involv-
ing in witchcraft. 

Mrs Okechi, who is a 
widow, was in a trending 
online video, paraded by 
youths and other communi-
ty members with her hands 
tied to her back and legs 
also tied by the villagers 
who accused her of  being a 
witch. 

The roaring mob also 
accused her of  killing her 
late husband with alleged 
witchcraft which the wom-
an denied as she was being 
flogged.

The youths who took 
turn to flog the widow with 
5 stroke of  cane, each, used 
big cassava stem and other 

hard caning objects to de-
humanise the widow while 
also filming and taunting 
her even as she pleaded 
her innocence. They had 
claimed that a local diviner 
revealed to them that Mrs 
Amarachi Okechi caused 
her late husband’s sickness 
and eventual death, while 
also accusing her of  caus-
ing the deaths and econom-
ic  misfortunes to youths 
of  Umueghu Amaegbuato 
Nkpa.

But a human rights group 
later drew the attention of  
the world especially the 
wife of  Abia State Gover-
nor, Mrs Nkechi Ikpeazu 
who swiftly arranged for the 
rescue of  the abused widow.

Speaking on the rescue 
of  Mrs Amarachi, Mrs Ik-
peazu through his Chief  
Press Secretary, Mr Chika 
Ojiegbe condemned the 
actions of  the villagers and 
assured that the culprits 
would not escape justice. 
She confirmed that the vic-
tim has been rescued and 
taken to hospital for treat-

ment while all medical bill 
would be picked by the 
Abia first lady.

Ojiegbe in a statement 
said, “The first lady Mrs 
Nkechi Ikpeazu is particu-
larly thankful to the mem-
ber representing Bende 
South, Emanuel Ndubuisi, 
the Bende LGA Chairman 
and his wife  Mrs Leticia 
Onwuchekwa  as well as the 
traditional ruler of  the area 
for the role in successfully 
extricating the woman from 
the volatile area.”

He added, “ When the 
first lady heard about it last 
night, she swing into action 
to rescue the woman”, add-
ing that “incidents like this 
are not welcome in Abia.”

Ikpeazu’s wife pointed out 
that all concerned security 
agencies have been notified 
about the development and 
subsequently commenced 
investigations, adding that 
those responsible for would 
face the weight of  the law.

Also, Abia State Police 
Command has confirmed 
that it has launched inves-

“Daddy. He is simply good 
and encouraging. When it 
comes to football, he leads, 
others follow. Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale was the only team 
that represented the coun-
try in international league. 
He has made many football 
talents to be useful to them-
selves and we pray that God 
keeps him to live up to 150 
years or above”.

Adding his voice, ex- Fly-

ing Eagles player and ex- 
Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
player who hails from Ow-
erri, Mobi Opara (MOU), 
described the football lover 
as their “father in football 
who we are so much con-
cerned about his 80th birth-
day commemoration. Be-
ing part of  our lives, he has 
freely impacted so much in 
youths. When we were kids, 
he made us to know that 

anybody who has football 
talent is a plus to his family. 

He made us to understand 
too that football is part of  life 
and can be useful to elevate 
one from poverty, as well as 
helps one to be whatever he 
or she wants to be in life. 

But he had always said 
that commitment and hard-
work are important for good 
living”.

Mobi emphasized that 

“Chief  Emmanuel Iwuan-
yanwu supported the growth 
of  football hence he bought 
Spartans FC from the state 
government and renamed 
it to Iwuanyanwu Football 
Club of  Owerri. He has 
so much interest on youth 
growth, development and 
sports. We are so glad to 
celebrate him. We wish him 
so much happiness and long 
life”.

tigations into the barbaric 
incident.

The Spokesman of  the 
Police Command, Geof-
frey Ogbonna said that the 
matter would thoroughly be 
investigated to fish out those 
involved.

Meanwhile, reports reach-
ing News Echo from Nkpa 
has revealed that some of  
the youths involved in the 
orgy of  floggings, have fled 
the village into nearby vil-
lages to escape arrest.

Also, some elders of  the 
community who allegedly 
masterminded the actions 
are also said to  be trading 
blames with the alleged di-
viner over  the incident.

Meanwhile, the victim 
who has been rushed to a 
hospital, suffered injuries in 
her foreheads, hands, ribs, 
and back resulting from the 
terrible floggings she was 
subjected to.

Efforts to get her talk to 
the press was not successful 
as she was  too weak ,from 
the injuries she sustained 
during the attack.

... Culprits flee village to escape arrest
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Editorial

osquitoes are responsible for Mspreading malaria, a disease that 
kills over half a million people 

every year. When Ronald Ross discovered 
that mosquitoes transmit malaria in 1897, 
he revolutionized our understanding of the 
disease and led to increased awareness about 
malaria prevention.

The best way to prevent the disease is to 
avoid bites by infected mosquitoes. 
Insecticide-treated nets,  preventive 
treatment for pregnant women and infants, 
and indoor residual spraying are all ways to 
reduce transmission, but the prevalence of 
mosquitoes in hard-hit areas like Sub-
Saharan Africa pose a challenge to 
eradication measures.

Mosquitoes, those tiny blood-sucking 
insects, are responsible for transmitting 
serious diseases such as malaria. With no 
vaccine currently available, malaria — an 
ancient disease that began afflicting humans 
from the beginning of agriculture and 
modern civilization — remains a deadly 
threat to people around the world. Caused 
by Plasmodium parasites, malaria shows up 
in historic texts as far back as the first 
millennium BCE. In fact, the first traces of 
malaria parasites were found in mosquito 
remains that are over 30 million years old!

Malaria has affected every continent 
exc e p t  An t a rc t i c a ,  a n d  re m a i n s  a 
widespread problem in parts of the world 
including Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, 
and the Caribbean. Over 200 million people 
still contract malaria each year. In 2010, 90% 
of malaria deaths occurred in Africa. The 
World Health Organization reports 
concerns about drug-resistant malaria, 
which can hamper efforts to reduce the 
spread of the disease. 

World Mosquito Day honors the date 
when Sir Ronald Ross, a British army 
surgeon working in India, proved that 
mosquitoes transmit malaria by identifying 
pigmented malaria parasites in mosquitoes 
that fed on an infected patient. This 
discovery revolutionized our knowledge of 
the disease and led to new preventive 
measures. Ross won the Nobel Prize for 
Physiology or Medicine in 1902.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  W o r l d  H e a l t h 
Organization (WHO) data, there was an 
increase of sixty-nine thousand deaths 
caused by malaria from the year 2019 to 
2020. Therefore, the estimated number of 
deaths in the year 2020 was six lakh twenty-
seven thousand. Furthermore, the reports 
revealed that malaria is disproportionately 
the highest in the WHO African Region. 
About 95% of malaria cases and 96% of 
deaths from the disease were from the 
respective region. Out of the total, 80% of 
the deaths were of children under 5 years of 
age.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  2 0 1 8  N i g e r i a 
Demographic Health Survey (NDHS) states 
that the country's immunisation coverage 
rate is very low.

According to the survey, only 31 per cent 
of children between the ages 12 to 23 months 
received all basic vaccinations at the time 
before the survey, while 28 per cent received 
the basic vaccination by the appropriate age 
of 12 months and 19 per cent received no 
vaccination at all.

The fight against malaria experienced 
some setbacks worldwide in 2020. The 
outbreak of coronavirus shifted global 
attention towards its fight and prevention 
and away from diseases such as malaria.  

The result was an increase in deaths 
from malaria from 558,000 in 2019 to 
627,000 in 2020. Also, the number of cases 
increased from 227 million in 2019 to 241 
million in 2020. This shows a 6.17% 
increase in incidents and a 12.37% increase 
in deaths to malaria in 2020.

Findings  revea led  that  Niger ia 
accounted for 26.7% of malaria cases and 
31.8% of the total deaths globally. The 
number of  cases increased from 60.37 
million in 2019 to 64.46 million in 2020, 
representing a 6.8% increase. The number of 
deaths also increased from 187,437 in 2019 
to 199,689 in 2020, a 6.5% increase within 
the period.

Total funding for the fight against 
malaria in 2020, as reported by the 
government from all sources dropped from 
$211.28 million in 2019 to $192.89 in 2020. 
This shows that there was an 8.7% drop in 
total spending.

A breakdown of the funding shows that 
government National Malaria Program 
(NMP) funding dropped from $9.9 million 
in 2019 to $6.1 million in 2020. Global 
funding to the Nigerian government 
dropped from $131.37 million to $116.79 
million. Thus, the government NMP and 
global funding dropped by 38.39% and 
11.06% respectively.

However,  funding  f rom USIAD 
remained the same for both years. This stood 
at $70 million for both 2019 and 2020.

In 2020, there was a drop in the number 
of commodities distributed in the country. 
ITNs dropped from 32.36 million in 2019 to 
25.52 million in 2020. In 2021, the 
distribution of ITN continued, and as of 
October, Nigeria achieved just 47% of its 
planned net distribution for the year.

Also, rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs) 
dropped from 26.31 million in 2019 to 15.59 
in 2020. These declines show a 41.9% drop 
in ITNs and a 40.7% in RDTs.

Malaria  affects  households  and 
communities, and these communities need 
to be empowered to play an active role in the 
fight against this disease.

Need to realign efforts to
eradicate the high malaria
mortality in Africa
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t is no longer news that the IGovernor of  Enugu State, 
His Excellency, Ifeanyi 

Ugwuanyi, in a desperate bid to 
win a seat in the 9th senate of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria in 
2023, has dipped both hands in 
the treasury of  Enugu State.

And each passing day, 
Governor Ugwuanyi throws his 
hands deeper into the common 
till of  the people, at a time the 
state is hanging on weak threads 
of  economic stagnation, unpaid 
pensions and salaries, as well as 
social inequality.

The bazaar began months 
before the PDP primaries. 
Facing an uphill opposition 
from former Deputy Senate 
President, Ike Ekweremadu 
knew that only money would 
give him and his camp an edge. 
The  fo r mer  DSP was  a  
formidable opponent, who felt 
he had the backing of  the 
National Executive Committee 
of  the PDP. But he did not 
reckon with the determination 
of  Governor Ugwuanyi, who is 
known to believe in the 
philosophy that “money can buy 
anything”.

While Ekweremadu was 
waiting for the PDP hierarchy to 
prevail on the governor to hand 
him over the ticket, Ugwuanyi, 
with access to Enugu State 
funds, moved into the leadership 
circles of  the party and began to 
dispense favours.

It is rumoured that the 
National Chairman of  the party, 
Dr Iyorchia Ayu was high on his 
list of  beneficiaries. Ayu, it is 
rumoured, received a whopping 
N5 billion from the coffers of  
Enugu State to ensure he threw 
away the perceived loyalty of  
Senator Ekweremadu to the 
party in favour of  Ugwuanyi's 
candidate, Peter Mbah.

While this was going on, the 
governor was also said to have 
arrested the greed of  other 
national executive members of  
the party with a sum said to be 
more than N2 billion. Even the 
party officials that came to 
supervise the primaries in Enugu 
were not also left behind, 
rewarded as they were, with 
another princely sum, said to be 
around N2 billion to share 
among themselves.

U g w u a n y i ' s  q u e e r  
g e n e r o s i t y  h a s  b e c o m e  
legendary in many political 
circles in Nigeria. In a country 
where love for money is 
exponentially high and there is 
little due diligence on how much 
of  public funds a person in a 
position of  executive leadership 
can access and dispense, 

Governor Ugwuanyi became a 
bride sought after by many who 
had one political advantage to 
sell.

I t  b e c a m e  c o m m o n  
knowledge that hangers on in 
and around the Aso Rock seat of  
p o w e r  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  
themselves into inf luence 
peddlers and convinced the 
Enugu Governor of  their 
capabilities to influence the 
presidency into conceding 
certain opportunities in the APC 
chapter in the state. Hundreds of  
thousands of  dollars were also 
made available to these people, 
many of  whom did not even 
know anything about the 
management of  the party.

Word around the Villa 
became, “You don collect your 
own?”, a reference to the endless 
streams of  dollars from Enugu, 
directed to ensure at the time 
that Senator Ekweremadu was 
prevented from decamping from 
his PDP to the APC, where it 
was feared he might win the 
governorship ticket.

N o t  d o n e  t h e r e,  t h e  
governor, who is also rumoured 
to have hijacked the APC 
leadership in Enugu State, was 
said to have doled out another 
N500 million to a stalwart of  the 
party in the state, Chief  Ugo 
Agbala, in a bid to stall 
Ekweremadu's bd to join the 
APC. Recall that he employed 
the same method during the 

2019 elections. It is widely 
believed that Barr. George Ogara 
was planted as the governorship 
candidate of  the party in the 
state in that political cycle to 
prevent the popular candidate, 
Senator Ayogu Eze, from 
providing competition against 
Ugwuanyi.

The same Ogara is in the 
contest again, this time, as 
deputy governorship candidate 
to Uche Nnaji, the APC 
flagbearer. Hundreds of  millions 
of  naira were said to have also 
been invested in this project, all 
geared towards making sure the 
PDP had an easy passage to 
Enugu Government House in 
2023. The Enugu Government 
t r e a s u r y  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  
bottomless and it appears the 
governor is determined to empty 
it to fulfil his 2023 dreams.

The Fear of  Labour Party
Ugwuanyi has also made 

strenuous efforts to topple the 
Labour Party structure in the 
state by using placeholders as 
candidates,. The desperation is 
presently at fever peak.

First, he planted Chief  
Everest Nnaji, popularly known 
as Odengene, to tussle for the 
ticket. At the time the Labour 
Party was battling to finalise its 
primaries, Odengene and his 
group were reported to have 
arrived Abuja with billions of  
naira to persuade the Labour 
Party leadership to jettison the 

candidacy of  PDP-reject, 
Chij ioke Edeoga.  I t  was 
reported that it took the direct 
intervention of  Presidential 
man-of-the-moment, Peter Obi 
to stop the effort in its tracks.

As it stands, the governor is 
alleged to still be investing 
billions to ensure that Edeoga, 
who is increasingly looking like 
the frontrunner in the elections 
in Enugu State, is frustrated. 
One of  the steps said to have 
been taken by Ugwuanyi, is the 
deployment of  one Ernest Ugwu 
to jostle for the senate seat of  the 
Labour Party in Enugu North 
senatorial zone. Ugwuanyi is in 
the senate race and he is 
confronted by a veteran political 
fighter, Okey Ezea.

With the momentum of  the 
Labour Party, triggered by the 
emergence of  Peter Obi, as well 
as widespread disenchantment 
in Enugu North Senatorial Zone 
against Ugwuanyi, whom many 
accuse of  being a failure, Okey 
Ezea looks like one who would 
topple Ugwuanyi's Senate 
ambition. To make the contest 
easy, the governor has been said 
to have engineered Ernest Ugwu 
into initiating a court case 
against Okey Ezea, claiming he 
is the rightful senatorial  
candidate of  the Labour Party. 
This is against the fact that Okey 
Ezea has already been given the 
Party certificate of  return.

People in the state began to 
ask questions when Ernest, a 
young man of  limited economic 
and political means, engaged the 
services of  a Senior Advocate of  
Nigeria (SAN) to prosecute his 
case against the Labour Party. 
SAN services, especially for 
election-related cases, run into 
hundreds of  millions of  naira, a 
sum, those who know him, 
believe he could not afford.

As reward for his willingness 
to put his integrity on the slabs 
for him, Ugwuanyi was also said 
to have doled out N200 million 
to Ernest. This sum, it was said, 
went into the purchase of  a 
Landcruiser SUV and a Hilux 
pickup mini truck.

Not sure that the Ernest 
Ugwu gambit would work, the 
Enugu governor has resorted to 
the jamboree that saw him turn 
the Enugu Government House 
into a political tourism centre. 
Daily, groups are invited or 
encouraged to throng the seat of  
government, chanting praises 
and worship songs, and in 
exchange, sums ranging from 
N5 million to N10 million are 
given away. This was the same 
scenario ahead of  the 2019 
elections during which more 

than N50 billion was allegedly 
spent on political crowd-
sourcing.

Higher Stakes
However, the stakes are 

higher this time around. That is 
why the governor, who was 
giving out an average of  
N2,000,000 to each group of  his 
praise singers in 2019, is now 
servicing these hangers-on with 
N5 million each or more, 
depending on how political 
value is rated.

To make sure that the 
rewards go round, the governor 
has also been hiring an endless 
stream of  aides. As at date, there 
have been more than 2,000 such 
appointments; SPAs, SSAs. SAs, 
T a s ,  E A s  a n d  e v e n  
commissioners. The minimum 
salary is N180,000 per month. 
All the Local Government 
Chairmen have also been 
mandated to appoint at least 
1,000 SAs each at a salary of  
between N30,000 to N50,000 
each month.

Those close to the governor 
estimate that the outflows from 
the coffers of  Enugu State may 
be in the north of  N30 billion. 
And it is still early days, yet. 
February 2023 is still about six 
months away, and the spending 
can naturally only get higher as 
the election draws closer. In a 
state where there is hardly any 
development project taking 
place in all the 17 Local Councils 
in state, it becomes a wonder 
where these monies being paid 
these appointees are coming 
from. Multiply 1000 appointees 
per local government by the 17 
local governments in the state 
and you will have at least 17,000 
appointees.

How desperate can a 
governor be? In a state where 
pensioners have not been paid 
for 8 years; in a state where local 
government workers have been 
on strike, in a state where 
schools have been shut following 
another strike by teachers, in a 
state where infrastructural 
development is stuttering, one 
wonders the nature of  goodwill 
Ugwuanyi wants to take into the 
2023 elections?

But then, it does appear that 
those who believe the governor 
thinks he can buy anything 
m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y  
commodities are traded in the 
Orie Orba market in his home 
town are correct. And he 
believes that if  it had worked for 
him in the past, it would work for 
him again.

Maduako,  a  po l i t i ca l  
commentator, lives in Ugwuoba, 
Oji River LGA

Enugu 2023 and the one party system
cash flow gist

By Edwin Maduako

With the momentum of  the Labour Party, 

triggered by the emergence of  Peter Obi, as 

well as widespread disenchantment in 

Enugu North Senatorial Zone against 

Ugwuanyi, whom many accuse of  being a 

failure, Okey Ezea looks like one who 

would topple Ugwuanyi's Senate ambition. 

To make the contest easy, the governor has 

been said to have engineered Ernest Ugwu 

into initiating a court case against Okey 

Ezea, claiming he is the rightful senatorial 

candidate of  the Labour Party

“
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Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

he electromagnetic spectrum is Tthe range of  frequencies (the 
spectrum) of  electromagnetic 

r a d i a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i ve 
wavelengths and photon energies. 

The electromagnetic spectrum 
covers electromagnetic waves with 
frequencies ranging from below one 

25
hertz to above 10  hertz, corresponding 
to wavelengths from thousands of  
kilometers down to a fraction of the size 
of  an atomic nucleus. This frequency 
range is divided into separate bands, and 
the electromagnetic waves within each 
frequency band are called by different 
names; beginning at the low frequency 
(long wavelength) end of  the spectrum 
these are: radio waves, microwaves, 
infrared, visible light, ultraviolet, X-rays, 
and gamma rays at the high-frequency 
( s h o r t  w a v e l e n g t h )  e n d .  T h e 
electromagnetic waves in each of  these 
bands have different characteristics, such 
as how they are produced, how they 
interact with matter, and their practical 
applications. There is no known limit for 
long wavelengths, while it is thought that 
the short wavelength limit is in the 
vicinity of  the Planck length. Extreme 
ultraviolet, soft X-rays, hard X-rays and 
gamma rays are classified as ionizing 
radiation as their photons have enough 
energy to ionize atoms, causing chemical 
reactions. Exposure to these rays can be a 
health hazard, causing radiation 
sickness, DNA damage and cancer. 
Radiation of  visible light wavelengths 
and lower are called non-ionizing radiation 
as they cannot cause these effects. 

In most of  the frequency bands 
above, a technique called spectroscopy 
can be used to physically separate waves 
of  different frequencies, producing a 
spectrum showing the constituent 
frequencies. Spectroscopy is used to 
study the interactions of  electromagnetic 
waves with matter. Other technological 
uses are described under electromagnetic 
radiation. 

Electromagnetic waves are classified 
into categories such as radio, infrared, 
ultraviolet, and so on, so that we can 
understand some of  their similarities as 
well as some of  their differences. 

Waves
There are many types of  waves, 

such as water waves and even 
earthquakes. Among the many 
shared attributes of  waves are 
propagation speed, frequency, and 
wavelength. These are always related 
by the expression v =fλ. This module W

concentrates on EM waves, but other 
modules contain examples of  all of  
these characteristics for sound waves 
and submicroscopic particles.

A s  n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  a n 
electromagnetic wave has a frequency 
and a wavelength associated with it 
and travels at the speed of  light, or c. 

The relationship among these wave 
characteristics can be described by v  W

= fλ, where v  is the propagation W

speed of  the wave, f is the frequency, 

and λ is the wavelength. Here v  = c, W

so that for all electromagnetic waves, c 

= fλ.
Thus, for all electromagnetic 

waves, the greater the frequency, the 
smaller the wavelength.

Electromagnetic Spectrum: Rules 
of Thumb

T h r e e  r u l e s  t h a t  a p p l y  t o 
electromagnetic waves in general are as 
follows:

– High-frequency electromagnetic 
waves are more energetic and are more 
able to penetrate than low-frequency 
waves.

– High-frequency electromagnetic 
waves can carry more information per 
unit time than low-frequency waves.

– The shorter the wavelength of  any 
electromagnetic wave probing a material, 
the smaller the detail it is possible to 
resolve.

Note that there are exceptions to these 
rules of  thumb.

Transmission, Reflection, and 
Absorption

W h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  a n 
electromagnetic wave impinges on a 
material? If  the material is transparent to 
the particular frequency, then the wave 
can largely be transmitted. If  the material 
is opaque to the frequency, then the wave 
can be totally reflected. The wave can 
also be absorbed by the material, 
indicating that there is some interaction 
between the wave and the material, such 
as the thermal agitation of  molecules.

Of  course it is possible to have partial 
transmission, reflection, and absorption. 
We normally associate these properties 
with visible light, but they do apply to all 
electromagnetic waves. What is not 
obvious is that something that is 
transparent to light may be opaque at 
other frequencies. For example, ordinary 
glass is transparent to visible light but 
largely opaque to ultraviolet radiation. 
Human skin is opaque to visible 
l i g h t — w e  c a n n o t  s e e  t h r o u g h 
people—but transparent to X-rays.

Radio and TV Waves
The broad category of  radio waves is 

defined to contain any electromagnetic 
wave produced by currents in wires and 
circuits. Its name derives from their most 
common use as a carrier of  audio 
information (i.e., radio). The name is 
applied to electromagnetic waves of  
similar frequencies regardless of  source. 
Radio waves from outer space, for 
example, do not come from alien radio 
stations. They are created by many 
astronomical phenomena, and their 
study has revealed much about nature on 
the largest scales.

There are many uses for radio waves, 
and so the category is divided into many 

subcategories, including microwaves and 
those electromagnetic waves used for 
AM and FM radio, cellular telephones, 
and TV.

The lowest commonly encountered 
radio frequencies are produced by high-
voltage AC power transmission lines at 
frequencies of  50 or 60 Hz. These 
e x t r e m e l y  l o n g  w a v e l e n g t h 
electromagnetic waves (about 6000 km!) 
are one means of  energy loss in long-
distance power transmission.

There is an ongoing controversy 
regarding potential health hazards 
associated with exposure to these 
electromagnetic fields (E-fields). Some 
people suspect that living near such 
transmission lines may cause a variety of  
i l lnesses,  inc lud ing  cancer.  But 
demographic data are either inconclusive 
or simply do not support the hazard 
theory. Recent reports that have looked at 
m a n y  E u r o p e a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n 
epidemiological studies have found no 
increase in risk for cancer due to exposure 
to E-fields.

Extremely low frequency (ELF) radio 
waves of  about 1 kHz are used to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  s u b m e r g e d 
submarines. The ability of  radio waves to 
penetrate salt water is related to their 
wavelength (much like ultrasound 
penetrating tissue)—the longer the 
wavelength, the farther they penetrate. 
Since salt water is a good conductor, 
radio waves are strongly absorbed by it, 
and very long wavelengths are needed to 
reach a submarine under the surface. 

AM radio waves are used to carry 
commercial  radio s ignals  in  the 
frequency range from 540 to 1600 kHz. 
The abbreviation AM stands for 
amplitude modulation, which is the 
method for placing information on these 
waves.  A carrier wave having the basic 
frequency of  the radio station, say 1530 
kHz, is varied or modulated in amplitude 
by an audio signal. The resulting wave 
has a constant frequency, but a varying 
amplitude.

A radio receiver tuned to have the 
same resonant frequency as the carrier 
wave can pick up the signal, while 
rejecting the many other frequencies 
impinging on its antenna. The receiver's 
circuitry is designed to respond to 
variations in amplitude of  the carrier 
wave to replicate the original audio 
signal. That audio signal is amplified to 
drive a speaker or perhaps to be recorded.

FM Radio Waves
FM radio waves are also used for 

commercial radio transmission, but in 
the frequency range of  88 to 108 MHz. 
FM stands for frequency modulation, 
another method of  carrying information. 
(See Figure 5.) Here a carrier wave having 
the basic frequency of  the radio station, 
perhaps 105.1 MHz, is modulated in 
frequency by the audio signal, producing 
a wave of  constant amplitude but varying 
frequency.

Since audible frequencies range up 
to 20 kHz (or 0.020 MHz) at most, the 
frequency of  the FM radio wave can vary 

f r o m t
h e c a
rrier by as m u c
h  a s  0 . 0 2 0 M H z . 
Thus the carrier frequencies of  two 
different radio stations cannot be closer 
than 0.020 MHz. An FM receiver is 
tuned to resonate at the carrier frequency 
and has circuitry that responds to 
variations in frequency, reproducing the 
audio information.

FM radio is inherently less subject to 
noise from stray radio sources than AM 
radio. The reason is that amplitudes of  
waves add. So an AM receiver would 
interpret noise added onto the amplitude 
of  its carrier wave as part of  the 
information. An FM receiver can be 
made to reject amplitudes other than that 
of  the basic carrier wave and only look for 
variations in frequency. It is thus easier to 
reject noise from FM, since noise 
produces a variation in amplitude.

Television is also broadcast on 
electromagnetic waves. Since the waves 
must carry a great deal of  visual as well as 
audio information, each channel requires 
a larger range of  frequencies than simple 
radio transmission. TV channels utilize 
frequencies in the range of  54 to 88 MHz 
and 174 to 222 MHz. (The entire FM 
radio band lies between channels 88 
MHz and 174 MHz.) These TV channels 
are called VHF (for very high frequency). 
Other channels called UHF (for ultra high 
f requency)  uti l ize an even higher 
frequency range of  470 to 1000 MHz.

The TV video signal is AM, while 
the TV audio is FM. Note that these 
frequencies are those of  free transmission 
with the user utilizing an old-fashioned 
roof  antenna. Satellite dishes and cable 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  T V  o c c u r s  a t 
significantly higher frequencies and is 
rapidly evolving with the use of  the high-
definition or HD format.

E x a m p l e  1 ;  C a l c u l a t i n g 
Wavelengths of Radio Waves

Calculate the wavelengths of  a 1530-
kHz AM radio signal, a 105.1-MHz FM 
radio signal, and a 1.90-GHz cell phone 
signal.

Strategy
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 

wavelength and frequency is c = fλ, where 
8

c = 3.00 × 10  m/s is the speed of  light 
(the speed of  light is only very slightly 
smaller in air than it is in a vacuum). We 
can rearrange this equation to find the 
wavelength for all three frequencies.

Solution

Rearranging gives λ=cf

For the f = 1530 kHz AM radio 
signal:

λ=3.00×108 m/s1530×103 cycles/s =196 
m

For the f  = 105.1 MHz FM radio 
signal:

λ=3.00×108  m/s105.1×106  cycles/s 
=2.85 m

And for the f  = 1.90 GHz cell phone:

λ=3.00×108  m/s1.90×109  cycles/s 
=0.158 m

The Electromagnetic Spectrum

...To be continued

This is repeated on popular demand...
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S members of  the 

AAcademic Staff  
U n i o n  o f  

Univers i t i e s,  ASUU, 
failed to call off  their 196-
day-old strike, yesterday, 
indications have emerged 
that  the  Minis ter  o f  
Labour and Employment, 
Senator Chris Ngige, has 
written the Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  M a l l a m 
Adamu Adamu, to get the 
situation report on the 
negotiation between the 
leadership of  the union 
and the ministry.

A l s o ,  t h e r e  a r e 
insinuations that the 
Federal Government may 
d r a g  A S U U  t o  t h e 
National Industrial Court 
for refusing to suspend the 
strike, after some of  its 
c o n c e r n s  h a d  b e e n 
addressed.

A n  i m p e c c a b l e 
source in the Ministry of  
Labour and Employment 
did not confirm whether 
there was any such move 
to take ASUU to the 
Industrial Court, but the 
source said the Minister 
of  Labour, who is the 
Conci l iator - in-Chief , 
might  meet  with the 
Minister of  Education to 
know the status of  the 
ongoing renegotiation 
talks.

“We gathered that 
the Minister (Ngige) has 
written to the Minister of  
Education to know the 
status of  the ongoing 
negotiation with ASUU. 
The union is also expected 
to inform the ministry,” 
the source said.

R e m i n d e d  t h a t 
ASUU has extended the 
strike, the source said: 
“There must be a reason 

tens ion  in  the  ivor y 
towers, the union rather 
opted to roll over the strike 
that entered 196 days, 
yesterday.   The industrial 
a c t i o n  s t a r t e d  o n 
February 14, this year.

Though the national 
leadership of  the union is 
yet to come up with an 
official statement on the 
meeting, it was gathered 
that the meeting resolved 
to go on indefinite strike.

A member of  the 
NEC told Vanguard that a 
formal position of  the 
union in respect of  the 
NEC meeting would be 
communicated through 
ASUU President, Prof. 
Emmanuel Osodeke, who 
he noted was the person 
with the responsibility to 
do so.

“We resolved in our 
jus t  conc luded  NEC 
meeting that we should 
make the ongoing strike 
indefinite since the federal 
government has failed to 
show any commitment to 
addressing the grey areas 
that led us to this action.

”Our president, as 
u s u a l ,  w o u l d 
communicate this, among 
other decisions, to the 
p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  t h e 
media,” he said, refusing 
to speak further.

NANS' reaction
Commenting on the 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e 
National President of  the 
National Association of  
N i g e r i a n  S t u d e n t s , 
NANS, Sunday Asefon, 
described the action of  the 
u n i o n  a s  p o l i t i c a l , 
warning that the lecturers 
should no longer claim 
they were fighting for the 
welfare of  students.

“Yes,  s t r ike  i s  a 

not the case. It is a big 
blow. We need divine 
i n t e r ve n t i o n  i n  t h i s 
matter. The government 
h a s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e 
thousand and one ways to 
resolve this matter.

”We implore  the 
President to thread softly 
on the issue of  “No work, 
no pay,” as that is the 
major grey area now.

“We appeal that the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, 
NLC, the FG and ASUU 
hold a meeting to resolve 
this. The union and the 
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d 
consider the plight of  our 
children. There is no need 
to escalate the situation,” 
he said.

We've solved 80% of 
ASUU's demands —FG

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
development, the FG said 
it had addressed 80 per 
c e n t  o f  t h e  u n i o n ' s 
demands, noting that the 
extension of  the strike was 
unreasonable.

The Federal Ministry 
of  Education, speaking 
through its Director of  
P r e s s  a n d  P u b l i c 
R e l a t i o n s ,  M r  B e m 
Goong, said:”If  you bring 
s o m e  d e m a n d s  a n d 
almost 80% have been 
attended to, there is no 
need to drag the strike 
a n y m o r e .  I t  i s 
unreasonable for the strike 
to be lingering since the 
government has worked 
towards fulfilling most of  
the demands.”

Goong, who said the 
federal government had 
deployed all measures to 
end the strike, added: “As 
regards the next steps, the 
government has already 
inaugurated a committee 
t o  h a r m o n i z e  t h e 
Integrated Payroll and 
Personnel Information 
S y s t e m ,  I P P I S,  t h e 
University Transparency 
a n d  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution, UTAS and the 
U n i ve r s i t y  Pe c u l i a r 
Personnel and Payroll 
System,U3PS. This will 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
government will pay with 
o n l y  o n e  p a y m e n t 
p l a t f o r m  t h a t  w i l l 
h a r m o n i z e  a l l  t h e 
technical peculiarities.”

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e 
Minister of  Education, 
Malam Adamu, had last 
w e e k ,  c l a i m e d  t h a t 
government had resolved 
most of  the demands of  
ASUU.

Among the demands 
addressed, according to 

they decided to extend the 
s t r i k e ,  d e s p i t e 
government's offer to 
them. But I don't know 
whether they have given 
their reasons for the action 
t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Education; the union is 
supposed to write to the 
ministry to state why they 
are extending the strike. 
They are also supposed to 
copy the Minister of  
Labour.”

Another source said 
since the Minister of  
Education was the direct 
employer of  the university 
teachers and the one 
handling the negotiation 
matters, it was normal 
that he should write his 
c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e 
Ministry of  Labour on the 
situation report.

“ Yo u  k n o w  t h e 
matter was sent to Mallam 
Adamu to renegotiate the 
2009 agreement with 
ASUU, that is why the 
Professor Nimi Briggs 
Renegotiation Committee 
was set up. If  there is any 
breakdown, the Minister 
of  Education should write 
a report on the status of  
the negotiation to the 
Min i s t e r  o f  Labour. 
ASUU is also expected to 
send a  repor t  to  the 
Labour Minister,” he said.

Parents of  students in 
public universities and 
t h e i r  w a r d s  w e r e , 
y e s t e r d a y ,  l e f t 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n 
members of  ASUU failed 
to call off  their industrial 
a c t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e i r 
N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i ve 
Council, NEC, meeting in 
Abuja.

I n s t e a d  o f  t h e 
anticipated easing of  

weapon by unions to 
agitate for their demands 
to be met. But in this case, 
ASUU has deviated from 
their original intention. 
They are now pursuing 
t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l 
interests.

”The leadership of  
ASUU is selfish. We won't 
support them again, we 
were supporting them 
before because the issue of  
Revitalisation Fund for 
the  un ive r s i t i e s  was 
involved. Now, they are 
concerned about their 
salaries and welfare.

“We can say the 
Federal Government has 
not done well, but that is 
not to say that the union 
should be inconsiderate 
too. Most of  the things 
they are now complaining 
about, the UTAS, salary 
i n c r e m e n t ,  E a r n e d 
Academic Allowances, 
who are they for?

”They are for the 
lecturers now. We are not 
saying the government 
should not pay them, but 
they should know that 
students were at home for 
nine months in 2020 and 
now for over six months. 
We may have to call out 
Niger ian s tudents  to 
protest against this,” he 
said.

Parents' angle
T h e  N a t i o n a l 

President of  the National 
P a r e n t  T e a c h e r 
Association of  Nigeria, 
NA P TA N,   H a r u n a 
Dan juma,  expres sed 
disappointment about the 
turn of  events.

“We thought  the 
issues would be amicably 
resolved and the strike 
suspended, but that was 

Adamu, was the release of  
N 5 0  b i l l i o n  f o r  t h e 
p a y m e n t  o f  e a r n e d 
allowances for academic 
and non-academic staff  of  
universities.

S t a t e  va r s i t i e s ' 
A S U U  m e m b e r s h i p 
v o l u n t a r y — P r o -
chancellors

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
C o m m i t t e e  o f  P r o -
Chancel lors  o f  s ta te 
universities yesterday  
said state universities 
could not be coerced to 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e 
a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d 
be tween  the  Federa l 
Government and lecturers 
in federal universities 
under the aegis of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities.

The committee also 
called for liberalisation of  
industrial unions in the 
univers i ty  system by 
registering more unions.

The pro-chancellors 
also stated that there was a 
n e e d  f o r  t h e 
d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n  o f  
membership of  unions in 
the universities, noting 
t h a t  s t a t e  va r s i t i e s ' 
m e m b e r s h i p  w a s 
voluntary.

State universit ies 
have come under fire over 
their failure to pull out of  
t h e  o n g o i n g  s t r i k e 
declared by the national 
body of  ASUU.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t 
y e s t e r d a y  b y  t h e 
chairman, Yusuf  Ali, 
SAN, the pro-chancellors 
said:  “ The Committee of  
Pro-Chancellors of  State-
owned Universities read 
with alarm and disbelief  a 
statement made by the 
President of  the ASUU, 
Prof. Emmanuel Osodike 
o n  a  t e l e v i s i o n 
programme where he said 
that state universities are 
'irrelevant and quacks'.

“Our first reaction 
w a s  t o  i g n o r e  t h i s 
tendentious, ill-conceived 
a n d  f l a g r a n t 
unconscionable statement 
b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
ASUU, but on reflection, 
it was thought necessary 
to do a rejoinder to this 
r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e 
statement, having regard 
to the position of  the 
President of  ASUU in the 
scheme of  things in our 
univers i ty  sys tem in 
Nigeria.

“Though COPSUN 
will not want to go into 
any diatribe with the 
president of  ASUU, the 
committee wishes to state 
as follows to put records 
straight:

“ T h a t  t h e  P r o -
Chancellors of  our state 
universities and, indeed, 
members of  the councils 
are distinguished and 
accomplished eminent 
persons who served and 
still serve this nation in 
many capacities.”

Ngige writes Adamu on status of ASUU/FG
negotiation, as union extends strike



he Ezeship stool Tbrouhaha which 
e n g u l f e d  

Umuororonjo, Amawom, 
Umuodu, Umueche and 
Umuonyima autonomous 
community in Owerri 
M u n i c i p a l  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Imo 
State, has come to an end, 
a s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
unanimously coronated 
their new traditional ruler, 
HRH, Eze Fred Ohiri 
Njemanze, Ozuruigbo  VI.

T h e  c o r o n a t i o n  
ceremony took place on 
Sunday, at the community 
hall, Owerri, amid funfair. 
HRH, Eze Fred Ohiri 
Njemanze, Ozuruigbo the 
6th of  Owerri, succeeded 
late HRM, Eze Dr. Pharm. 
Emmanuel Emenyeonu 
Njemanze, Ozuruigbo the 
5th of  Owerri.

Addressing the crowd 
after the coronation rites, 
Eze Fred Ohiri Njemanze, 
vowed that he would 
restore peace and unity at 
the community, saying he 
is going to work in 
cordiality with all genuine 
persons including relevant 
stakeholders to be able to 
bring back peace, love, 
oneness and orderliness to 
the people with a view to 
advancing economic and 
social prosperity which he 
mentioned the people were 
known for prior to the 
balkanization of  Owerri 
Nchise by the Rescue 
Mission led regime.

The retired Judge told 
his people not to cry wolf  
again, for he would not let 
them down nor allow them 
see shame provided they 
remain godly, tolerant and 
committed to the cause 
and progress  of  the 
community, hinting that 
O w e r r i  p e o p l e  a r e  
resourceful, hospitable, 
friendly and humane. 
According to the monarch, 
"do not cry again, the 
storm is over. I will 
reconcile all warring 
people: husbands and 
wives, families and groups 
because when we live in 

peace and unity we are 
going to progress and glow 
in joy and comfort. We will 
use joy to survive Rochas 
Okorochas' trouble against 
us. We will also use 
spiritual means to flush out 
any evil in Owerri Nchise. 
By the grace of  God God 
these things shall be 
feasible". He maintained 
t h a t  " o s i t a  d i m m a .  
Because when it is good for 
us all those around us will 
also benefit. Under my 
reign we shall not lack 
anything. I will not fear 
anybody while doing the 
right thing for my subjects. 
All hands must be on deck 
to move forward and 
restore the dignity of  
Owerri people, as old bad 
things shall pass away and 
new good things come on 
board. All these things I 
said I must do them with 
the full cooperation and 
support of  my people and 
above all God's wisdom 
a n d  s t r e n g t h " .  E z e  
Njemanze while urging 
non-indigenes living in 
Owerri Municipal Council 
not to bring trouble to the 
people, who he reiterated 
a r e  p e a c e -  l o v i n g ,  
magnanimous and cordial 
in nature, stressed that he 
would ensure that the 
political privileges or rights 
of  the people of  Owerri are 
firmly met by the Imo State 
Government, asking the 
government to threat 
Owerri communities with 
love, respect and dignity, 
not with levity nor hatred 
as it has previously done. 
He expressed gladness 
o v e r  t h e  l o v e  a n d  
encomiums poured on him 
by his people and his 
friends, thanking them 
immensely for celebrating 
him, as well as their 
prayers and gifts.

E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  
people on continued 
togetherness, calmness 
and harmony, member 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  O we r r i  
Municipal Council in the 
Imo State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Solomon 

Anukam, thumbed up for 
them for choosing a sound 
and charismatic monarch. 
"When the righteous is on 
the throne of  leadership 
the people rejoice. Eze 
Fred Ohiri Njemanze is a 
righteous king who has 
been tested and trusted in 
s e v e r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
capacities by the people 
and government. With 
him Owerri Nchise is 
marching forward".

In  the i r  s e pa ra t e  
reactions, a retired police 
officer, ASP Ignatius Iwuji 
and High Chief  Dr.  
L a w r e n c e  A m a d i ,  
declared that "the Ezeshi 
coronation ceremony was 
very fantastic because the 

feat shows that life is going 
to be well and appetizing 
with all sons and daughters 
of  Owerri Nchise. We 
heartily accepted and 
welcomed him to be our 
Eze. We will  purely 
support him and work with 
to achieve collective 
o b j e c t i v e  t h a t  w i l l  
advan tageous  to  a l l  
persons irrespective of  
class or background. Let 
him carry everyone along 
in the scheme of  things. 
Let there be no quarrels 
too. Go and deliver your 
people, for God is always 
your guard and guide. Fear 
not".

Adding their voices, Sir 
Murphy Emeto and village 
head of  Umuodu, Odueze 

Augustine Anozie Emeto, 
stated that they were 
extremely happy about the 
E z e s h i p  c o r o n a t i o n  
c e r e m o n y  a s  t h e  
development was a thing 
of  joy for the entire 
community, Owerri Zone 
and Imo State at large. 
They described Eze Fred 
Ohiri Njemanze as a 
dynamic and pragmatic 
leader who is exceptional, 
an incorruptible Judge 
with democratic spirit. 
"Owerri people are happy 
to witness the good thing 
that came to us. We 
sincerely pray to God to 
continue to sustain him 
and give him more wisdom 
to viably lead us well as he 

p r o m i s e d . "  A m o n g  
personalities who graced 
the Ezeship coronation 
ceremony were Barr. 
Prince Ken Njemanze, 
Prince Bob Njemanze, 
Hon. Solomon Anukam, 
member representing 
Owerri Municipal Council 
in Imo State House of  
Assembly, Mr. Chukwuma 
E k o m a r u ,  f o r m e r   
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Information, Imo State. 
The ceremony was given 
m o r e  c o l o r a t i o n  b y  
masquerades displays and 
different traditional dances 
by women and youth 
groups of  the community 
including t radi t ional  
gunshots.
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Owerri community coronates Ohiri
Njemanze as 6th monarch
...As he vows to flush out evil breeders

By Ikenna Orioha

During the coronation of HRH, Eze Fred Ohiri Njemanze, on Sunday, in Owerri



News Analysis
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he Nigerian National TPetroleum Company 
(NNPC) Limited will 

outsource the operations and 
management of  the country's 
r e f ine r i e s  a f t e r  ongo ing  
rehabilitation, the company's 
boss said in a briefing in Abuja 
Tuesday.

The Nation's oil company 
b o s s ,  h a s  a l s o  a c c u s e d  
government officials, religious 
leaders, security agencies and 
even some staff  of  the nation's 
crude oil theft.

Mele Kyari, CEO, NNPC 
Ltd, said this was part of  
conditions by lenders who are 
financing the rehabilitation of  
the refineries. He said the 
NNPC already has contracts in 
place and contractors have been 
hired with the objective of  
restoring the refineries to 100 
percent of  installed capacity.

“We will get the refineries 
back and run it as a business, we 
borrowed money to fix it and 
repayment for loans obtained is 
tied against the productivity of  
the refineries,” said Kyari.

Kyari said the NNPC Ltd 
will have operations and 
maintenance contracts with 
contractors who will run the 
refineries because the lenders 
cannot trust the corporation's 
capacity to run the refineries.

 “Our lenders have said 
except you decide through a 
transparent process to put in 
place an O and M contractors 
otherwise we can't lend you 
money,

“As we complete work on 
them, we will hand over to OM 
contractors both for Kaduna and 
Port Harcourt refineries

We think this is the right 
thing to do, many companies get 
OM contractors to do this 
around the world “ he said.

Kyari said Nigeria will end 
the importation of  petrol by the 
middle of  next year based on 
expectations that its refineries 
would be back on stream and the 
Dangote Refinery would have 
been running.

The NNPC boss said in the 
interim, petrol would still be 
imported to augment the need 
for rising population and energy 
demand.

He said NNPC Ltd's 20 
percent stake in the Dangote 
refinery which comes with a 
right of  first refusal to supply 
crude to the refinery, gives the 
company a competitive edge in 
selling its crude and extracting 

value from refined petrol.
In a related development, 

t h e  N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Petroleum Company (NNPC) 
L i m i t e d ,  h a s  a c c u s e d  
government officials, religious 
leaders, security agencies and 

even some staff  of  the nation's 
crude oil theft.

Speaking during the 49th 
session of  the weekly ministerial 
briefly at the State House in 
Abuja, NNPC Group Chief  
Executive Officer, Mele Kyari 

maintained that the menace 
involves every member of  the 
society.

He stated that wherever the 
stolen product is found mostly in 
churches and mosques, there has 
been a network of  vandals 
working in collaboration.

“When a fire outbreak 
happened in one of  our 
pipelines, we discovered that 
some of  the pipelines were 
a c t u a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  
individuals' homes. And not 
only that, and with all sensitivity 
to our religious beliefs, you 
know, some of  the pipelines and 
some of  the products that we 
found, are actually in churches 
and in mosques,” Kyari said.

“ T h a t  m e a n s  t h a t  
everybody is involved. There is 
no way you will take products, 
br ing them in tr ucks in 
populated neighborhoods, load 
them, and leave without 
everybody else knowing about 
it. Everybody includes members 
of  the community, members of  
the religious leaders and also 
and most likely government 
officials of  all natures, including 
security agencies personnel.

“They are everywhere. And 

I've seen this even in the Niger 
Delta. There's no way you 
would deliver a volume and lose 
up to 30 percent and you will 
continue to put those products 
in this line.”

For this reason, the NNPC 
boss disclosed that the entire 
network of  pipelines for 
petroleum products distribution 
in the country has been shut 
down, as a result of  the 
activities of  vandals.

To further address the 
menace, the Group CEO 
announced that a national 
reserve company will be 
established to manage the 
pipelines on a commercial basis 
to efficiently put them to use for 
the distribution of  products 
across the country.

According to him, crude 
oil theft which has resulted in 
the discovery of  295 illegal 
connections making it difficult 
for oil companies to operate 
efficiently has been very 
difficult to manage but they are 
not helpless.

He guaranteed that fully 
e m b r a c i n g  t h e  g a s  
infrastructure will resolve the 
nation's energy poverty.

NNPC to subcontract refinery
management after repairs
…Accuses Churches, Mosques of  stealing crude oil

Buhari Kyari

When a re outbreak happened in 

one of  our pipelines, we discovered 

that some of  the pipelines were 

actually connected to individuals' 

homes. And not only that, and 

with all sensitivity to our religious 

beliefs, you know, some of  the 

pipelines and some of  the products 

that we found, are actually in 

churches and in mosques

“
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Law & Society

 Federal High Court in 

AAbuja on Monday 
rejected the extradition 

application filed by the Federal 
Government for permission to 
extradite the suspended Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police (DCP) 
Abba Kyari to the United States 
(US).

The US authorities had 
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Fe d e r a l  
G ove r n m e n t  f o r  Kya r i ' s  
extradition in relation to his 
alleged link with alleged internet 
f rauds te r,  Ramon Abbas  
(Hushpuppi).

The United States Attorney's 
Office for Central District of  
Cal i for nia ,  Los  Angeles,  
confirmed last week that 
hushpuppi will be sentenced on 
September 21, 2022.

Justice Inyang Ekwo, in a 
judgment on Monday held that 
the extradition application, filed 
by the Attorney General of  the 
Federation (AGF), was an abuse 
of  court process on the grounds 
that Kyari was already standing a 
criminal trial before a Nigerian 
court.

Justice Ekwo also held that 
since the laws requires that his 
fiat be first obtained by the 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 
before initiating criminal cases, 
the AGF could not claim to be 
unaware of  the earlier charge 
filed against Kyari by the 

o n o u r a b l e  J u s t i c e HAkintayo Aluko (Court 8) 
on Monday granted an 

order  o f  in te r im in junc t ion 
fol lowing the  hear ing of  an 
argument on motion exparte by 
Soc io -Economic  Rights  and 
Accountability Project (SERAP) 
and Nigerian Guild of  Editors 
(NGE).

SERAP and NGE had last 
week filed a lawsuit against Buhari 
and NBC, asking the court for “a 
declaration that section 10(a) of  the 
Third Schedule to the NBC Act used 
by NBC to threaten to revoke the 
licenses of  53 broadcast stations and 
to shut down the stations is 
unconstitutional and unlawful, as it 
violates freedom of  expression.”

In the suit, SERAP and NGE 
had asked the court for “an order of  
interim injunction restraining 
Buhari and NBC, their agents from 
revok ing  the  l i censes  o f  53 
broadcast stations in the country 
and shutting their down operations, 
p e n d i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d 
determination of  the motion on 
notice filed contemporaneously in 
this suit.”

The suit is adjourned to 8th 
September, 2022 for the hearing of  
t h e  M o t i o n  o n  N o t i c e  f o r 
interlocutory injunction.

The suit followed the decision 
by the NBC to revoke the licenses of  
the 53 broadcast stations and shut 
down their operations within 24 

hours over alleged N2.6 billion debt.
I n  t h e  s u i t  n u m b e r 

FHC/L/CS/1582/2022, SERAP 
and NGE are asking the court to 
determine “whether section 10(a) of  
the Third Schedule to the NBC Act 
used by NBC to threaten revoke the 
licenses of  53 broadcast stations and 
s h u t  t h e m  d o w n  i s  n o t  i n 
inconsistent with freedom of  
e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  a c c e s s  t o 
information.”

SERAP and NGE are also 
seeking “a declaration that section 
10(a) of  the National Broadcasting 
Act used by NBC to unilaterally 
revoke the licenses of  the broadcast 
stations and shutdown the stations 
is a violation of  the constitutionally 
and internationally guaranteed right 
to fair hearing.”

The suit, read in part: “The 
p r ov i s i o n s  o f  t h e  N i ge r i a n 
Constitution and human rights 
treaties on freedom of  expression 
indicate that this right can be 
exercised through any medium.”

“Effectively, these provisions 
recognize that every individual has 
the right to an equal opportunity to 
r e c e i v e ,  s e e k  a n d  i m p a r t 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n y 
communication medium without 
discrimination.”

“The use of  NBC Act and Code 
in this case would inadmissibly open 
the door to arbitrariness and would 
fundamentally restrict the freedom 
of  expression that is an integral part 

of  the public order protected the 
Nigerian Constitution and human 
rights treaties to which Nigeria is a 
state party.”

“The media plays an essential 
role as a vehicle or instrument for 
t h e  exe r c i s e  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  
expression and information – in its 
individual and collective aspects – in 
a democratic society.”

“Indeed, the media has the task 
of  distributing all varieties of  
information and opinion on matters 
of  general interest.”

“The public has a right to 
receive and assess this information 
and  op in ion  inde pendent ly. 
Therefore, the existence of  a free, 
independent, vigorous, pluralistic, 
and diverse media is essential for the 
proper functioning of  a democratic 
society.”

“According to the Declaration 
of  Principles on Freedom of  
Expression in Africa adopted by the 
African Commission on Human 
and Peoples' Rights, 'licensing 
processes shall seek to promote 
diversity in broadcasting. Any 
registration system for the media 
shall  not impose substantive 
restrictions on the right to freedom 
of  expression.'”

“Revoking the licenses of  53 
broadcast stations and shutting 
down their operations because they 
have not renewed their licenses 
would both seriously undermine the 
rights of  millions of  Nigerians to 

express their thoughts, and their 
right to seek, receive, and impart 
information and ideas of  all kinds, 
in any medium they choose.”

“Freedom o f  expre s s ion 
includes the public's right to receive, 
and the right of  those who express 
themselves through a medium of  
communication, to impart the 
greatest possible diversity of  
information and ideas.”

“The right to freedom of  
expression is based on the right to 
establish or use a media outlet to 
exercise freedom of  expression and 
on society's right to have access to a 
free, independent, and pluralistic 
media that allows for the most and 
most diverse information.”

“The media, including the 
affected 53 broadcast stations, serve 
to distribute Nigerians' thoughts 
and information while at the same 
time allowing them access to the 
ideas, information, opinions, and 
cultural expressions of  other 
individuals.”

“The exercise of  the right to 
freedom of  expression through the 
media is  a guarantee that is 
fundamental for advancing the 
collective deliberative process on 
public and democratic issues.”

“Therefore, the strengthening 
of  the guarantee of  freedom of  
expression is a precondition for the 
exercise of  other human rights, as 
well as a precondition to the right to 
participation to be informed and 
reasoned.”

“The media including the 
affected 53 broadcast stations play 

an essential role, as they allow 
millions of  Nigerians to access both 
the relevant information and a 
variety of  perspectives that are 
necessary for reaching reasonable 
and informed conclusions on 
matters of  public interest.”

“The Plaintiffs recognize the 
mandates of  NBC to regulate 
broadcasting. However, the exercise 
of  such mandates  inc luding 
renewals or revocation of  licenses 
must follow the thresholds and 
guidelines set by the right to 
freedom of  expression.”

“The free circulation of  ideas 
and news is not possible except in 
the context of  a plurality of  sources 
of  information and media outlets. 
The lack of  plurality in sources of  
information is a serious obstacle for 
the functioning of  democracy.”

“ T h e  N B C  A c t  a n d 
Broadcasting Code cannot and 
should not be used in a manner that 
is inconsistent and incompatible 
with plurality of  voices, diversity of  
voices, non-discrimination, and just 
demands of  a democratic society, as 
well as the public interest.”

“Broadcasting is a means of  
exercising freedom of  expression. 
Any restrictions on freedom of  
e x p r e s s i o n  m u s t  m e e t  t h e 
requirements of  legality, necessity, 
and proportionality.”

“ T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  
broadcas t ing  must  aspi re  to 
promote and expand the scope of  
the right to freedom of  expression, 
not restrict it.”

NDLEA.
The judge further held that 

the extradition application was 
filed in bad faith, bereft of  merit 
and ought to be dismissed.

He noted that the eight-count 
charge (on which Kyari and 
others are being tried before 
Justice Emeka Nwite of  the 
Abuja division of  the Federal 
High Court was filed on 
February 18, 2022 while the 
extradition application was filed 
on March 2, 2022.

The judge said: “By the role 
given to the Attorney General of  
the Federation in Section 10 of  
the NOLEA Act, the National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
c o m m e n c e s  c r i m i n a l  
proceedings in court by his 
(AGF's) fiat.

“Indeed, charges under the 
NDLEA Act, are normally 
brought in the name of  the 
At tor ney-Genera l  o f  the  
Federation.

“Therefore, the Attorney-
General of  the Federation, being 
the applicant in this case, cannot 
say that at the time this 
application was initiated on 2nd 
March, 2022, he was not aware 
of  the pendency of  the criminal 
proceedings in charge No. 
FHC/ABJ/CR/57/2022, FRN 
v. DCP Abba Kyar! & Ors. (Exh. 
2) which was commenced on 
28th February, 2022.

“The position of  the law in 

S e c t i o n  3 ( 6 ) ( a )  o f  t h e  
Extradition Act is that a fugitive 
criminal who has been charged 
with an offence under the law of  
Nigeria or any part thereof, not 
being the offence which his 
surrender is sought, shall not be 
surrendered until such time as he 
has been discharged whether by 
acquittal or on expiration of  the 
sentence or otherwise.

“By the wording of  Section 
3(6)(a) of  the Extradition Act, 
the law mandatorily estops the 
Court from making an order to 
surrender a fugitive who has 
been charged with an offence 
under the law of  Nigeria or any 
part thereof, not being the 
offence which his surrender is 
sought until such time as he has 
been discharged whether by 
acquittal or on expiration of  the 
sentence or otherwise. This, in 
my opinion, is plain and easy to 
understand,” he said.

Justice Ekwo noted that the 
criminal proceedings in charge: 
FHC/ABJ/CR/57/2022 – FRN 
v. DCP Abba Kyari and others, 
brought pursuant to the NDLEA 
Act, which was commenced on 
28th February, 2022, meant that 
Kyari has been charged with an 
offence under the law of  Nigeria, 
not being the offence for which 
his surrender is sought, as 
provided for in Section 3(6)(a) of  
the Extradition Act.

E k w o  a d d e d :  “ T h e  

consequence of  this provision is 
that the respondent shall not be 
surrendered until such time as he 
has been discharged whether by 
acquittal or on expiration of  the 
sentence that may be imposed or 
otherwise at the conclusion of  
that trial.

“The provision of  Section 
3(6)(a) of  the Extradition Act 
preserves the integrity of  the 
municipal laws of  the country to 
which request for surrender of  a 
citizen, who is considered a 
fugitive is made.

“Therefore, in my opinion, 
the Legislature intended, by the 
provision of  Section 3(6)(a) of  
the Extradition Act, to preserve 
the integrity of  the municipal 
laws of  Nigeria in extradition 
proceedings. The intention of  
the Legislature must be upheld 
whenever the cause arises, as in 
this case.

“Furthermore, by Section 
3(2)(a) of  the Extradition Act, 
this court is empowered not to 
make an order for surrender 
where the request, though 
purporting to be made in respect 
of  extradition crime is not made 
in good faith.

“The phrase 'good faith' has 
an enlarged scope in its character 
and transcends limitations.

“In the context of  this case, 
good faith would mean a 
consc ionable  exerc ise  of  
obligation by vi statute, law or 

o f f i ce,  espec ia l ly  o f  the  
applicant.

“The requirement of  good 
faith in the affairs of  men is 
eternal and the standard thereof  
in judicial proceedings suffers no 
excuses.

“Therefore, the applicant, 
being the Attorney-General of  
the Federation and in a position 
to know, and actually knowing 
that the respondent is standing 
trial in this court on offences 
bordering on the provisions of  
the NDLEA Act, did not have to 
bring this application in view of  
the provision of  Section 3(6)(a) 
of  the Extradition Act.

“Exercise of  good faith 
would require that the applicant 
restrained himself  from bringing 
this application since the 
respondent is standing trial in a 
court of  competent jurisdiction 
to his knowledge until the 
condi t ions  s ta ted  in  the  
provision have been fulfilled.

“In the end, I find that this 
application is not brought in 
good faith. It is also in breach of  
the provision of  Section 3(6)(a) 
of  the Extradition Act and 
cannot be allowed.

“ B y  t h a t  f a c t ,  i t  i s  
incompetent. It is equally bereft 
of  merit and ought to be 
dismissed. I make an order 
dismissing this application,” 
Justice Ekwo held.

Court rejects FG's request to extradite Abba Kyari to US

Court stops Buhari, NBC from shutting down
53 broadcast stations
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igeria is a special 

Ncount r y,  scor ing  
many firsts on many 

fronts but often negatively. 
This put a big question mark 
on those that superintend her 
af fairs.  Can i t  be that  
something is wrong with the 
state of  the head or the head of  
state?

With great potential and 
unlimited resources – human 
and natural resources – one 
would have expected Nigeria 
to excel on every index but the 
reverse is the case because we 
play dirty politics with our 
corporate existence. A people 
blessed on all sides suffer amid 
plenty because of  leadership 
questions – a puzzle that the 
people had refused to solve. 
I n s t e a d  o f  f a c i n g  o u r  
existential problems squarely 
and proffer lasting solutions, 
we live in the world of  fantasy 
with the hope to pretend peace 
into existence. This is a belief  
built on false foundation with 
damning consequences – and 
the people pay dearly for it.

Nigeria is the only country 
in the world that tries 
fruitlessly to add “one” to her 
name to go with the tag, “One 
Nigeria” yet her constituents' 
members remain divided at 
heart, and this division tears 
her apart. “One Nigeria” is a 
loud testimony of  forced 
marriage among strange 
bedfellows. It reminds the 
members of  a painful forced 
togetherness that at its best 
b r i n g s  a b o u t  d e c e i t f u l  
experience. What a mantra of  
deception – and a creed of  
distrust!

T h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
dominance and domination, 
the attitude for suspense and 
suppression, the acts of  falsity 
and falsification, the clamour 
for arrogance and complexity, 
t h e  b r a z e n  d i s p l ay  o f  
superiority and mischief, the 
outright murder of  equity and 
justice, the open rape of  
ideology and monstrous deeds 
of  impunity in the society 
amongst other nauseous and 
despicable acts make one 
wriggles in pains especially on 
seeing the unchecked and 
unmitigated levels of  distrust 
and wickedness where love 
and peace should have 
reigned.  What a waste of  
r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  w a s t e s  
everything and everyone 
everywhere?

Everyone pays allegiance 

to his tribe and religion at the 
expense of  the country. It 
seems that nothing but a 
marriage of  inconvenience 
keeps every constituent 
member separately together. 
Everything is stupidishly 
politicized and all things are 
viewed from the prism of  
ethnicity and tribalism. We 
would rather prefer an 
incompetent pig that is one of  
us to a refined fellow that can 
put us on the part of  freedom 
and civilization because he is 
from our tribe and religion. 
The system is purely an 
absolute “ism” affair meant to 
protect our interest at the 
expense of  others but it ends 
up putting the people in chains 
and bondage. Society is not 
free when someone is in 
bondage, and in Nigeria more 
people are bondage. And 
regrettably the captive idolize 
their captor. Yes, those in 
bondage worship those that 
put them in the bondage.

One of  the things that 
divide Nigerians along ethnic 
lines is politics. A tribal nation, 
Nigeria is a place where most 
people would vote for the 
worst candidate from their 
tribe instead of  the best 
candidate from another tribe. 
Politics of  ideology is almost 
nonexistent in Nigeria. It is 
rather a nepotistic game 
p l a y e d  w i t h  l i e s  a n d  
propaganda fed by tribal 
favouritism and sustained by 
mischievious calculations and 
voodooistic manipulations. 
The politicians who will stop 

at nothing to manipulate the 
people can go to any length to 
master and practice the game 
of  deception, telling their 
audience what they want to 
hear at every given time.

The country bleeds from 
endless political wounds 
because prudence is a scarce 
commodity on our clime and 
accountability is missing in 
our political dictionary. A call 
to serve ends up being an 
invitation for sleaze and selfish 
aggrandizement. Those at the 
corridors of  power are not 
only idolized but they are 
w o r s h i p e d  w i t h  c u l t  
followership.

Another thing that makes 
Nigeria's politics unique is 
religion. When it comes to 
religion, many people lose 
their sense of  reasoning – and 
n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  m o r e  
dangerous than fanaticism in 
politics. With a manipulated 
mindset, by those that ought to 
guide and preserve life, people 
can become worse than beast, 
maiming and killing in the 
name of  religion, religious 
politics and the politics of  
religion and such barbaric acts 
often go unchecked and 
unpunished; emboldening the 
perpetrators, giving room for 
m o r e .  W h e r e  e v i l  i s  
commended not condemned, 
the weakling resign to fate 
especially where such can be 
linked to those in position of  
authority. Bringing religion 
into national politics has done 
more harm than good to 
Nigeria and Nigerians – and 

feeding on human beings, the 
monster grows bigger by the 
day.

The power gotten through 
the back door has ways of  
promoting shortcuts, at least 
for the benefits of  those that 
bring it into existence. This 
breeds and sustains bad 
governance. Administrative 
recklessness  makes  l i fe  
miserable for the masses. No 
society can survive the brazen 
acts of  impunity that go on in 
Nigeria. To perpetuate the 
cycle, there may be an 
“association of  past rulers”, a 
“college of  past prostitutes”, 
a n  “ u m b r e l l a  o f  p a s t  
presidents” or a “nest of  
k i l lers”  whose pr imar y 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  
indoctrinate the new covert 
and milk the society dry – and 
among them might be the 
proxy president that dictates 
the tone and calls the shot 
through whatever means 
bearing in mind that politics is 
a game of  intrigues. Like 
vampires that prey on their 
victims, these ancestors feed 
fat on the masses and will 
never talk when they are eating 
unless the relationship goes 
sour and the cat will be let out 
of  the bag, proving that indeed 
vampires don't eat themselves 
when there is something to eat 
but when they are done with 
their prey and there is nothing 
left to feed on, they will eat 
themselves.

To score cheap political 
points, directly or indirectly, 
the political class resort to 

ethnic profiling which makes 
the victims offensive and 
defensive. It becomes worse 
when someone who rides to 
power through national appeal 
turns around to bite the fingers 
that feed him. People revolt 
when they are neglected, 
marginalized and excluded. 
This is one of  the reasons for 
ethnic militia and tribal 
agitation. People defend their 
lives and fight for their rights.

Those who get to power 
through the wrong path end up 
abusing offices. They have no 
regards for rule of  law, due 
process and constitutional 
provisions and so will be 
averse to the merit culture. 
And where there is no merit 
culture, things are done to 
achieve premeditated goals 
and satisfy some interests. 
There is no rule for the game – 
and where any seems to exist, 
it will be abused, leading to 
lack of  value for the human 
life.

In Nigeria, every Nigerian 
is a suspect before his or her 
fellow Nigerians – and the 
suspicion polarizes the state 
the more. Anything not 
affecting one's tribe or religion 
would likely get a different 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  
interpretation. The degree of  
sentiment is irrationally high – 
and the ripple effects are 
enormous.

This is the place where the 
head destroys what he is 
supposed to preserve and the 
citizen's unite for disunity with 
distrust being elevated to a 
national anthem. Dressed in 
nepotistic regalia, the ruler 
divides the country along 
ethnic lines and reign with 
impunity, treating criminal 
elements from his side as 
angels while demonizing 
human right activists from 
other zones as rascals that 
must be destroyed by any 
means at all cost.

There is absolute distrust in 
land as there is nothing to 
unite the people who are more 
inclined to their tribe and 
religion. With truth being 
relative and scarce in this 
modern day Animal Farm, 
what is the way forward?

It is time we redefined our 
political, political processes 
and politicking approaches. 
Should we get i t  r ight 
politically, Nigeria will be 
great. The world is watching.

Nigeria political practices

Another thing that makes Nigeria's politics unique 
is religion. When it comes to religion, many people 
lose their sense of  reasoning – and nothing can be 

more dangerous than fanaticism in politics. With a 
manipulated mindset, by those that ought to guide 

and preserve life, people can become worse than 
beast, maiming and killing in the name of  religion, 

religious politics and the politics of  religion and such 
barbaric acts often go unchecked and unpunished; 

emboldening the perpetrators, giving room for more.

“
By Livy-Elcon Emereonye
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H
ope appears bleak 
for Yoruba self-de-
termination activist, 

Sunday Adeyemo as the 
Appeal Court on Tuesday 
set aside N20 billion damag-
es awarded to him last year 
after the violent invasion of 
his residence in Ibadan.

Adeyemo had gone to 
court challenging the action 
which led to the death of 
some of  his aides.

In its sitting, the Court 
of  Appeal sitting in Ibadan 
nullified the judgement of 
an Oyo State High Court 
which awarded N20 bil-
lion damages to the Yoruba 
self-determination activist, 
popularly known as Igboho.

Delivering the judgement 
in an appeal filed by the At-
torney General of  the Feder-
ation, State Security Service 
and Director, State Security 
Service in Oyo State, Justice 
Muslim Hassan held that 
Justice Ladiran Akintola, 

who delivered the judgement 
on September 17, 2021, act-
ed on the wrong principles 
of  law in awarding the cost 
to Igboho.

He said that Justice Ak-
intola can’t assess damages 
claimed by Igboho using his 
own conceived parameters.

Justice Hassan thereby set 
aside the earlier judgment 
which declared the attack on 
the house of  Yoruba nation 
agitator, Sunday Adeyemo 
illegal. 

The court also nullified the 
N20 billion exemplary and 
aggravated damages award-
ed against the Department 
of  State Security (DSS) for 
the attack, describing it as 
outrageous.

Justice Hassan held that 
the Oyo High Court ignored 
the merit of  the case while 
assuming jurisdiction, add-
ing that the judge should 
not have awarded damages 
based on his personal param-
eters.

The victim, both pictures, inside the car sent by wife of Abia Governor to rescue her from the village.

Ogbaku youths condemn shooting of 
unarmed indigenes by Police officers

A 
press release by 
the Secretary 
General, Ogbaku 

Youth Association, Justice 
Chukwunatu Nwafor, 
partly reads; “Ogbaku 
youth association has 
condemned in strong terms, 
the senseless shooting 
of  live bullets at Ogbaku 
indigenes at Ogbuke, (a 
densely populated area) 
along Ogbaku-Oguta 
road in Mbaitoli Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
state on Thursday, August 
25, at 7pm, by men of  the 
Nigerian Police Force, 
which resulted in the death 
of  Peter Akanaedozi, 
a motorcyclist, and left 
another motorcyclist, 
Kelechi Oduoza with 
multiple bullet injuries.”

Speaking during an 
emergency meeting on 
Monday, August 28, the 

youth body described the 
unprovoked shooting and 
killing of  the villagers 
by armed officers who 
were apparently on a 
shooting spree while 
returning from Izombe, as 
untenable, disheartening 
and irresponsible and asked 
the Inspector General 
of  Police, Usman Alkali 
Baba and Imo State police 
commissioner, Mohammed 
Ahmed Barde to begin the 
immediate probe into the 
Ogbaku Thursday evening 
shooting spree.

Hon. Chima Umejuru 
(Panadol), President of  
Ogbaku Youth Association 
reiterated that the 
community is in fear due 
to the reign of  terror on 
innocent villagers who, uptil 
now, are ruining in pain and 
counting the losses of  that 
infamous shooting.

“While it is against the 
police rule of  engagement 
the world over for officers to 
unleash terror on innocent 
citizens, our laws including 
the constitution of  the 
federal republic of  Nigeria 
forbids one from taking 
innocent lives. 

We beckon on you - the 
IGP and Imo CP therefore, 
to use your good offices to 
dispense justice in respect 
to the Ogbaku thursday 
evening shooting spree 
and killing, and bring the 
perpetrators of  this heinous 
crime to book,” the youths 
insisted.

The deceased, Peter 
Akanaedozi, a 42-year-
old motorcyclist from 
Umugama, Okwu 
Ogbaku, was until his 
death, the coordinator of  
the Charismatic Renewal 
Group at St. Charles 

Catholic Parish Okwu, 
Ogbaku. “He was shot at 
Ogbuke that fateful evening 
while he was on his bike. He 
died in my arms, on our way 
to the hospital,” lamented 
the deceased only brother, 
Johnpaul akanaedozi.

Another victim, Kelechi 
Oduoza, a motorcyclist and 
native of  Umuokwere, Okwu 
Ogbaku, who was also shot 
while on his motorcycle 
at Ogbuke, is receiving 
treatment for multiple bullet 
injuries at Kenechukwu 
hospital, Uzele Ogbaku.

This is indeed a crime 
against humanity. The blood 
of  the innocent cries for help, 
the families of  the victims 
are in sorrow, the land cries 
for justice and as a people, 
we urge the authorities to 
cause an investigation into 
this heinous act and serve 
justice to the oppressed.

… Urge IGP, Imo CP to begin investigation into Ogbaku shooting
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Extension by ASUU sad, most unfortunate — PANDEF
he Pan-Niger Delta TForum, PANDEF, 

led by the former 

Federal Commissioner for 

Information and South 

South leader, Chief  Edwin 

Clark has described the 

extension of  the ongoing 

strike by the Academic 

Staff  Union of  Universities 

(ASUU) as sad and most 

unfortunate.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 

by the National Publicity 

Secretary of  PANDEF, Ken 

Robinson, read, “It is a 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  

insensitivity and blatant 

disregard for the plight of  

Nigerian students in the 

nation's federal universities, 

who have been forced to 

remain at home for over six 

months, by both the federal 

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e 

Academic Staff  Union of  

Universities (ASUU).

“PANDEF is worried 

 group of  renowned 

Amedical exper ts, 

drawn from various 

parts of  the country has 

concluded a free medical 

outreach in different parts of  

I s i a l a  M b a n o  L o c a l 

Government Area, ofImo 

State. 

The programme was 

reportedly aimed at bringing 

health to the door steps of  

the rural dwellers who 

cannot  a f ford  medica l 

attention.

The group who carried 

the exercise during the 2022, 

August meeting period, said 

the programme was in 

h o n o u r  o f  t h e  A l l 

Progressive Grand Alliance 

(APGA), candidate for 

I s i a l a  M b a n o  S t a t e 

Constituency, in the 2023, 

general elections, Alexander 

Ugochukwu Anyanwu, who 

hails from Umunkwo in the 

Mbama clan of  the LGA.

The programme also 

featured health education on 

various health challenges, 

blood sugar level and blood 

p r e s s u r e  l e v e l s ,  f r e e 

consultations. The exercise 

was however, successful and 

yielded much benefits.

Academic Staff  Union of  

Education and Associated 

Institutions (NASU), early 

in 2021.

“Overall, the Academic 

Staff  Union of  Universities 

(ASUU), has reportedly 

gone on strike for about 46 

months since the inception 

o f  t h i s  d e m o c r a t i c 

dispensation in 1999.

“This is not a situation 

that should be happening. 

The federal government 

and ASUU should be aware 

PANDEF, the action by 

A S U U  i s  a  t o t a l 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  

insensitivity and blatant 

disregard for the plight of  

Nigerian students in the 

n a t i o n ' s  F e d e r a l 

Universities that have been 

forced to remain at home 

for over six months, by both 

the Federal government and 

the University Lecturers.

The statement signed 

ove r  the  r eoccur r ing, 

p r o l o n ge d  s t r i k e s  b y, 

particularly, the Academic 

Staff  Union of  Universities 

(ASUU), and other Unions 

in the Nation's University 

System.

“Recalls that in 2020, 

ASUU embarked on a 9-

month strike, and there 

w e r e  a l s o  f o l l o w - u p 

industrial actions by the 

Senior Staff  Association of  

Niger ian  Univer s i t i e s 

(SSANU) and the Non-

that they are endangering, 

not only the future of  our 

y o u t h s  b u t  a l s o ,  t h e 

educational system of  the 

country.

“PANDEF, therefore, 

earnestly, advises, both the 

Federal Government and 

ASUU, to take all necessary 

steps to urgently bring this 

situation to an end and let 

the students return to their 

lectures, in the interest of  

the nation's future and 

development.”

Anyanwu, Group takes
Medical Outreach to
Mbano communities
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A
cademic staff  of  the 
Federal College of  
Education has disas-

sociated themselves from the 
three weeks warning strike 
purportedly declared by the 
Chairman of  the Colleges of  
Education Academic Staff  
Union (COEASU). They 
also denied report by an on-
line newspaper that lecturers 
in the institution protested on 
Monday.

Some of  the lecturers that 
spoke with our reporter on 
Monday, including Chief  
Lecturers, Heads of  Depart-
ments and others denied any 
strike in the College and dis-
tanced themselves from sur-
reptitious attempt to discredit 
the College Management and 
plunge the institution into cri-
sis. They insisted that the cha-
rade exhibited by COEASU 
Chairman, Dr Churchill 
Okonkwo and his cohorts did 
not reflect the wishes of  ma-
jority of  COEASU members 
in the College.

A Chief  Lecturer and mem-
ber of  the College Academic 
Board, Dr Nwike Matthew 
said the College Management 
has made geniune efforts to 
clear backlog of  allowances, 
including 14 months’ salary 
arrears inherited from the 
previous administration. He 
expressed disappointment 
that despite appeals to the 
leadership of  COEASU to 
understand the financial state 
of  the College, they demand-
ed for immediate payment of  
Teaching Practice Mobilisa-
tion.

“I do not believe that com-
pelling the College Manage-
ment to borrow money to 
make a non-statutory pay-
ment is the right approach. 
Since the College Manage-
ment pleaded for understand-
ing and patience from the 

Academic staff disclaim strike, protest
in FCET, Umunze

union, my colleagues should 
have taken the Management 
by her words,” he said.

Dr Nwike argued that there 
was no need to paralyse the 
activities of  the College at 
a time when students were 
writing their First Semester 
Examination. He urged those 
on warpath to rescind their 
decision and return to the 
dialogue table with the Col-
lege Management, which has 
demonstrated geniune inter-
est in staff  welfare.

Also speaking, another lec-
turer, Mr Kenechukwu Aga-
jelu of  the Political Science 
Department, frowned at the 
picketing approach adopted 
by COEASU Chairman and 
his allies. He said COEASU 
has no mandate to run to the 
media to ask parents to with-
draw their children from the 
College. He further kicked 
against moving into class-
rooms and examination halls 
to forcefully drive lecturers 
and students away. 

He described such illegal 
acts as a contravention of  la-
bour law.

Agajelu warned COEASU 
against intimidation and harr-
asment of  lecturers that are 
conducting their examina-
tion, noting that their refusal 
to join the strike was based on 
good judgment.

“You called for strike but 
did not call for picketing. 
Why are you picketing? Why 
are you preventing others 
from going to work through 
social media posts, phone 
calls, and physical abuse?

Anybody who is your 
member is free to join your 
strike but anybody who is 
not should be allowed to go 
on with his/her work. You 
cannot bring down a Col-
lege which has other Unions 
like SSUCOEN, NASU,” he 

ENTRACO has begun the evacuation of mentally deranged, destitute from the Owerri
and its environs

A
head of  the 2023 gen-
eral election, the Riv-
ers State Governor, 

Nyesom Wike has vowed to 
reveal the identities of  some 
candidates planning to loot. 
Governor Wike in a state-
ment issued by his Special 
Assistant on Media, Kelvin 
Ebiri alleged that there are 
some politicians campaign-
ing for the 2023 election but 
do not mean well for the 
country.

According to Wike, he is in 
a privileged position to know 
some of  these candidates and 
would reveal their identities 
at the appropriate time to en-

able the masses to know what 
is happening in the country.

The statement read: “Some 
other people are busy, putting 
themselves together on how 
they will take over leadership 
in Nigeria to loot the remain-
ing ones these other people 
have already kept.

“I’m privileged to know 
and, at the appropriate time, 
I will tell you who these peo-
ple are. You need to know 
what is happening in Nigeria. 
“Forget about all these peo-
ple running around saying 
they want to rescue or save 
you (Nigeria). Just watch to 
see what is going to happen 

Dogara berates Supreme Court over 2020 
election judgment against Ihedioha 

F
ormer Speaker of  the 
House of  Representa-
tives, Yakubu Dogara, 

has again thrown another 
bombshell in continuation 
of  his fight against the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) which he belongs to 

declare that Hon Emeka Ihe-
dioha was politically robbed 
of  his victory as elected Gov-
ernor of  Imo state.

Yakubu Dogara unequiv-
ocally declared that Emeka 
Ihedioha suffered a daylight 
robbery when his election as 
Governor of  Imo State was 
nullified by the Supreme 
Court in January 2020.

The former Speaker ac-
cording to his Media aide 
was speaking at the Thanks-
giving Service to celebrate 
the 90 birthday of  Ihedioha’s 
mother, Dame Dorothy Ihe-
dioha at St James Anglican 
Church, Asokoro, Abuja, on 
Sunday.

Yakubu Dogara frankly 
noted with delight that the 
stolen electoral mandate of  
Emeka Ihedioha did not in 
any way break his spirit as he 
has moved on with life.

He then praised Emeka 
Ihedioha’s resilience and 
courage, which attributes, 
he said came from the up-
bringing he received his from 

mother.
According to him, “We 

want to thank God for the 
gift of  life and more impor-
tantly the gift of  longevity. 
As it is said that the impact 
of  life is not measured by the 
quantum of  years you live 
but by how impactful one’s 
life is.”

He stressed that: “We have 
seen the impact of  your life 
in the Church, the commu-
nity and in the lives of  your 
children as represented by 
my wonderful brother, His 
Excellency Rt. Hon Emeka 
Ihedioha.

“He has supported me and 
one of  the meetings that led 
to my emergence as Speak-
er was held in his Guest 
House,” he further decided.

The former Speaker added 
that “I want to say this with 
all humility that our brother 
here (Ihedioha) suffered a 
brazen daylight robbery, and 
I can be quoted but I thanked 
God that he didn’t bend or 
became depressed.

“And I believe it is his faith 
in God that kept him and 
he must have contacted this 
grace from our mother,” he 
added.

Turning to the cele-
brant, Yakubu Dogara said, 
“Mama we thank God for 
your life and we pray you will 
continue to age in grace and 
by His Grace you will reach 
120 years in good health and 
in prosperity.”

He concluded by praying, 
“And we will be here to cel-
ebrate with you because you 
are ahead of  us so we will 
come too.”

warned.
Agajelu explained that 

the College was bigger than 
any personal interest, and 
condemned in strong words 
the personal fight hidden in 
the garb of  unionism. He 
frowned at attempts to use 
the Union to pursue selfish in-
terest, and insisted that many 
lecturers were conducting 
their examination and refused 
to participate in the strike.

The Head of  Department, 
Education Foundation, Dr 
Jideofo Ezewuzie said the 
College defaulted in TET-
Fund Teaching Practice Al-
lowance during the previous 
administration due to the 
action of  COEASU, but the 
present administration was 
able to sort out the issue and 
payment has resumed. He ex-
pressed joy that the first batch 
of  payment has been made, 
and noted that a fresh pay-
ment would soon be made by 
TETFund.

“TETFund has an existing 
template and institutions that 
fail to comply to this template 
are prevented from accessing 
further intervention. During 
the previous administration, 
there were some breaches of  
this guideline because of  the 
action of  COEASU and the 
payment stopped. In the first 
place, the stoppage of  pay-
ment was caused by the ac-
tion of  COEASU. When the 
current administration came 
in, serious efforts were made 
to resolve this problem and 
we were happy when the pay-

…There was no need to paralyze
the activities of  the college

ment started,” he explained.
Dr Ezewuzie admitted the 

funding challenges facing 
Colleges of  Education, and 
urged his colleagues to show 
understanding.

Another lecturer, Delphine 
Emere of  Home Economics 
Department, who graduat-
ed from the College, said the 
institution has enjoyed unin-

terrupted academic calendar 
for more than 10 years now, 
and disclaimed the purported 
strike by the Union.

She said the Provost of  the 
College, Dr Okoli was con-
ferred with a Labour Friendly 
Award by COEASU, South 
East Zone for staff  welfare 
policies and wondered why 
some individuals suddenly 

rose to discredit her adminis-
tration.

She distanced herself  from 
any insidious plot by some in-
dividuals to destroy the peace 
of  the College, insisting that 
stampeding the Union to 
strike was detrimental to the 
students already writing their 
First Semester examination.
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next.” He pointed out that 
while his administration con-
tinues to construct and inau-
gurate projects for the people 
of  the state; detractors keep 
sponsoring negative media 
campaigns against him.

Wike also noted that his 
administration has not re-
lented in offering good gov-
ernance to strengthen the re-
lationship with the people of  
Rivers State.

He said: “Look at us con-
centrating on giving our peo-
ple good governance. What is 
good governance? Good gov-
ernance is making the people 
to be happy. 

Wednesday 31 August- Thursday 01 September, 2022 



Kenya poll petition: Supreme Court 
throws out 3 suits

Foreign News

News Echo                                           Page  14

F
looding has damaged 
crops in Pakistan’s 
southern breadbasket, 
leading Islamabad to 

consider imports from India. 
Planning Minister Ahsan Iqbal 
says recovery could cost more 
than $10 billion.Food prices in 
Pakistan are skyrocketing as 
a result of  catastrophic floods 
that have killed thousands and 
devastated the country’s agri-
cultural sector.

The death toll from the 
floods, which began in mid-
June, is over 1,000. In total, 
some 33 million people have 
been affected by the floods in 
the country of  around 220 mil-
lion.

The IMF has released $1.17 
billion (E1.17 billion) out of  a 
bailout fund that had been fro-
zen. But planning minister Ah-
san Iqbal says that Islamabad 
could need up to $10 billion for 
repairs, with flooding having 
affected a third of  the country.

Soaring food prices
The rains have damaged vast 

swathes of  rich agricultural 
land and crops. Parts of  Paki-
stan have been cut off  from the 
rest of  the country as flooding 
has rendered roads and bridg-
es inaccessible -- crucially, this 
includes areas in Pakistan’s 
southern breadbasket.

Finance Minister Miftah Is-
mail said that the price of  on-
ions, a common ingredient in 
Pakistani meals, had increased 
by more than five times. The 
price of  onions had already ris-
en by 40% by Friday, the Paki-
stan Bureau of  Statistics said.

The price of  tomatoes, anoth-
er essential ingredient in Paki-

stani cuisine, has also soared fol-
lowing the destruction of  most 
of  the crop. Lahore Market 
Committee secretary Shahzad 
Cheema told the AFP news 
agency that about 80% of  toma-
to crop had been damaged.

Pakistani news portal Dawn 
cited the Ministry of  Food Se-
curity as saying that the sowing 
of  the second crop of  tomatoes 
and onions was about to start in 
the southern provinces of  Sindh 
and Balochistan. Planting will 
now have to be delayed, with 
the first crop having been dam-
aged.

Dawn cited Manzoor Was-
san, agricultural advisor to the 
Chief  Minister of  Sindh, as 
saying that chilli, cotton, rice 
and date crops had also been 
destroyed.

Islamabad considers India 
imports, PM calls for ‘self-suffi-
cient’ Pakistan

Pakistan’s finance minister 
said that the government was 
trying to find ways to stabilize 
prices, including importing 
from neighboring India.

“We need to consider getting 
some vegetables over the land 
border,” Ismail said in an inter-
view for the Geo News broad-
caster. “We have to do it be-
cause of  the kind of  prices and 
shortages we are experiencing... 
Inflation has broken people’s 
backs.”

Islamabad and New Delhi 
have long been regional rivals, 
having fought three wars since 
Britain relinquished imperial 
control of  India and established 
Pakistan in the process in 1947.

The IMF announced the re-
lease of  $1.17 billion in funds to 

Pakistan: Food prices soar amid floods

Flooding has affected millions, with victims taking refuge on roadside as food prices also skyrocket.

Islamabad on Monday, as part 
of  a government bailout loan 
from 2019. Final payments had 
been withheld as the previous 
administration of  Imran Khan 
did not cut energy subsidies as 
the IMF had demanded.

Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal said that the recovery 
could cost at least $10 billion, 
far beyond the funds provided 
by the IMF.

“I think it is going to be huge. 
So far, [a] very early, prelimi-
nary estimate is that it is big, it is 

higher than $10 billion,” Ahsan 
Iqbal told Reuters.

“Massive damage has been 
caused... especially in the areas 
of  telecommunications, roads, 
agriculture and livelihoods,” 
the minister told the AFP news 
agency in separate comments.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif  wrote on Twitter that the 
IMF program could only be a 
first step.

“Revival of  IMF program, 
though critical to our economy, 
is not an end in itself. It offers a 

pathway to reorient our econo-
my,” Sharif  said. “We will have 
to work hard to make it self-suf-
ficient. Pakistan must break out 
of  economic straitjacket, which 
is only possible through struc-
tural reforms.”

The United Nations and Pa-
kistan are set to appeal for $160 
million in emergency funding 
for nearly half  a million dis-
placed victims. Last week, the 
UN said it had allocated $3 mil-
lion for the disaster response in 
Pakistan. 

T
he Supreme Court has 
rejected three applica-
tions, including Pres-
ident-elect William 

Ruto’s request to bar the Law 
Society of  Kenya (LSK) from 
being enjoined in the 2022 pres-
idential election petition. 

The court also struck out the 
petition from former Gatundu 
South MP Moses Kuria and for-
mer Mbeere South MP Geof-
frey King’ang’i, allies of  Dr 
Ruto, who had filed a petition 
urging the apex court to throw 
out Raila Odinga’s suit on the 
grounds that he was involved in 
election malpractices.

The petition by presidential 
candidate Mr Odinga, among 
eight others, is seeking to chal-
lenge the results of  the August 9 
poll that saw Deputy President 
Ruto declared President-elect 
with 50.49 percent of  the votes 
cast.

The Supreme Court has also 
rejected the application by Aga-
no party leader and presidential 
candidate David Mwaure to be 
enjoined in the case. Also dis-
missed was the application to 
lock out individual Independent 
Electoral and Boundaries Com-
mission (IEBC) commissioners 
from the petition.

Amici curieThe court has al-
lowed the application by John 

Walubengo, Dr Joseph Sevil-
la and Martin Mirero seeking 
leave to be joined in the petition 
as amici curiae.

Also allowed was the appli-
cation to admit on record the 
replying affidavits of  the four 
IEBC commissioners – Juli-
ana Cherera, Justus Nyangaya, 
Francis Wanderi and Irene Ma-
sit – who disowned the results 
of  the presidential election.

A police officer watches over a polling station at a school in Nairobi.
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esidents and traders Rat Mile 12, in the 
K o s o f e  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Lagos 
State, have been living in fear 
after cultists allegedly killed a 
Chairman of  the National 
Union of  Road Transport 
W o r k e r s ,  S u l a i m o n 
Onaolapo, aka Ariku, in the 
area. 

In a video which trended 
online on Sunday evening, no 
fewer than four suspected 
cultists were seen using 
cutlasses to hack Onaolapo 
till he died. 

our cit izens have Fbeen remanded at the 
Kirikiri Maximum 

Correctional facility in 
Apapa, Lagos.

They  are  Ehis  Ti to 
Odigie, a 33-year-old music 
producer,  and Mirac le 
O nu k u o f o r o b i ,  2 7 ,  a n 
Igb ined ion  Unive r s i t y 
student.

Others include 26-year-
old Oyedeji Motunrayo and 
31-year-old Bolade Richard, 
both corps members.

T h e  q u a r t e t  w a s 
arraigned on Tuesday at the 
Magistrate Court, Ogba; the 
case adjourned till October 
10, 2022.

The police took them to 
court for “serious assault” 
on officers, said spokesman 
SP Benjamin Hundeyin.

In the recorded incident, 
the civilians engaged a team 
of  operatives in fisticuffs.

One of  the defendants is 
s e e n  p u s h i n g  o f f  a 
policeman's cap; he later 
seized it after picking it from 
the ground.

The Lagos Command 

confirmed that both parties 
had video recordings which 
were reviewed.

“The police officers too 
are undergoing questioning. 
Investigation is ongoing.

“One thing remains sure: 
everyone, police inclusive, 
found culpable will face the 
law,” Hundeyin added.

he Nigeria Security Tand Civil Defence 
C o r p s ,  N S C D C , 

Kwara State Command, has 
a r re s ted  two  suspec ted 
railway line vandals and three 
alleged house breakers.

Parading the suspects at 
the NSCDC's headquarters in 
I lo r in  on  Tuesday,  the 
s p o k e s p e r s o n ,  A y e n i 
Olasunkanmi, disclosed that 
the railway line vandals were 
a r r e s t e d  o n  F r i d ay  b y 
operatives of  the command.

He said the vandals, 
Waheed Ganiyu (22) and 
Majeeb Afolabi (24), both 
residents of  Ganmo area near 
I lor in  metropol is,  were 
arrested while vandalizing 
r a i l w a y  l i n e  a l o n g 
Ogbondoroko area in Asa 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

The three other suspects 
a r r e s t e d  f o r  a l l e g e d 
housebreaking are Shehu 
Nurudeen who reportedly 
burgled a house along Wara-
Lubcon area of  Ilorin, the 
state capital.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
spokesperson, Shehu burgled 
the house and sold the stolen 
items which included laptops, 
wristwatches and phones 

among other valuables to two 
r e c e i v e r s ,  n a m e l y , 
Abdulwahab Mustapha and 
Isiah.

A l l  t h e  s u s p e c t s 
confessed to the crimes in an 
interview with journalists at 
the NSCDC headquarters.

Ayeni, who said the 
suspects will be taken to court 
for prosecution, lamented 
that “it is disheartening and 
worrisome that Nigeria's 
energetic youths who should 
r a t h e r  b e  c o n t r i b u t i n g 
meaningfully to make the 
country great are now behind 

these criminal acts.
“None of  them is 25 

years old, their ages range 
between 19,18, 22, and 24, 
where is the country heading?

“We all have serious 
work  to  do  as  parents, 
guardians, security and other 
civilians if  we want Nigeria to 
be at peace by giving security 
agencies timely and adequate 
information,” he added.

Ayeni said the security of  
critical national assets is 
under the purview of  the 
NSCDC and “we are doing 
our best to secure them.”

 17-year-old girl 

Ahas  accused a 
p o l i c e m a n , 

Salihu Kazeem, of  raping 
her and her friend at his 
residence in the Port 
Harcourt area of  Rivers 
State. 

The victim, while 
narrating her ordeal to our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  s a i d 
K a z e e m  a l l e g e d l y 
perpetrated the crime after 
accusing her and her 
f r i e n d  o f  m a k i n g 
unauthorised withdrawals 
to the tune of  N500, 000 
from his bank account. 

T h e  m i n o r  a l s o 
a c c u s e d  K a z e e m  o f  
trail ing her after she 
reported the case at the 
Rumokpakani  Pol ice 
Station, adding that while 
she  was  job  hunt ing 
sometime in March 2022, 
a friend introduced her to 

the policeman. 
She said, “He accused 

us of  stealing when we 
returned his Automated 
Te l l e r  Machine  card 
which he gave us to get 
something to eat after a 
friend introduced us to 
him. He claimed that he 
received many debit alerts 
and when we asked for the 
amount, he said N500, 
000. 

“He discharged my 
friend and kept me and the 
girl that went to buy food 
in his house. He called his 
boys and told them that 
we were thieves. 

“He asked us to take 
off  our dresses and filmed 
us as we were naked. He 
said if  we don't cooperate 
with him, he would spread 
our nude videos. He took 
us to a room and slept with 
us till the next morning.” 

I n  h i s  r e a c t i o n , 
Kazeem, while denying 
the act, described the 
victims as hook-up girls, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e y 
consented to the sexual 
act.

He, however, said the 
girls used his ATM card to 
make several withdrawals 
after one of  the hook ups. 

He said, “When they 
came to my house, I gave 
one of  them my ATM to 
buy food. They left with 
the ATM card and I didn't 
see them till 11pm. None 
of  them called to tell me 
anything. The only thing I 
was receiving was debit 
alerts. 

“I tried to reach one 
of  them that her friends 
connected me to for hook-
up. She told me she gave 
my ATM card to another 
lady and said I should not 

be offended.” 
Meanwhile, a lawyer 

with the Centre for Basic 
Rights Protection and 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
C a m p a i g n ,  F e s t u s 
Bomwin, urged the police 
command in the state to 
investigate the case in a 
bid to get justice for the 
victims. 

Contacted, the state 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, Grace Iringe-
Koko,  sa id  the  s ta te 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Friday Eboka, had invited 
the both parties. 

She said, “So, we are 
expecting them at the 
command today. I am sure 
after hearing from them, 
discreet investigation will 
begin and the outcome 
will be made known to the 
public. Whoever is found 
culpable will face the law.” 

wo widows, Martina TO s o m  a n d  Ro s e 
Akon, accused of  

w i t c h c r a f t  h ave  b e e n 
allegedly lynched by some 
y o u t h s  i n  E b b a k e n 
community, Boje, in the 
Boki Local Government 
Area of  Cross River State. 

It was gathered that the 
youths,  who al legedly 
tortured victims to death, 
perpetrated the crime in the 
community on Saturday. 

A son-in-law to one of  
the widows, who preferred 
to remain anonymous for 
security reasons, said the 
v i c t i m s  we r e  d evo t e d 
Catholics, adding that they 
were returning from early 
morning prayers when the 
youths accosted them. 

 Thereafter, he said the 
youths accused the duo of  
initiating a member of  the 
community into witchcraft 
and attacked them. 

He said, “They met my 
mother in-law within the 
church environment as it 
was her tradition to weed 
and clean up the church 
vicinity every Saturday 
immedia te ly  a f te r  the 
Morning Mass. 

“The youths accused 

her of  initiating a member 
of  the community into 
witchcraft and she denied 
the allegation but they gave 
her severe beating, and 
ordered her to confess that 
she was a witch. Her appeal 
to  them tha t  she  was 
innocent fell on deaf  ears.” 

He  sa id  the  o the r 
victim was also dragged to 
join his mother-in-law, 
adding that the youths 
allegedly tortured her in a 
bid to compel her to confess 
to being a witch.

“They were both tied 
with strong ropes and 
beaten in  the  ra in  a l l 
through the day until they 
died,” the son-in-law said, 
lamenting how such could 
“happen in this civilised era 
in the community.” 

He said the police 
command in Cross Rivers 
State had yet to arrest 
anyone in connection to the 
crime, adding that the 
suspects were still walking 
freely in the community. 

The state Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP Irene 
Ugbo, did not take her calls. 
She had yet to respond a text 
message sent to her phone 
number as of  the time this 
report was filed. 

A trader, who gave her 
only as Adejare for security 
reasons, said, “many shop 
owners did not open for 
business and those who did 
are careful because anything 
can happen.  My family 
members must not know that 
I am in the market but I have 
to sell.” 

Another resident, who 
identified herself  only as 
A l h a j a  A k i n g b a d e  f o r 
security reasons, lamented 
that her husband's car was set 
ablaze in a reprisal. 

“My husband left home 

The incident, however, 
caused tension as resident in 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y,  w h i l e 
s p e a k i n g  t o  o u r 
correspondents on Monday, 
expressed fear over a reprisal 
by Onaolapo's loyalists. 

While some residents 
said Onaolapo was killed over 
cult-related activities, other 
members of  the community 
said the NURTW boss was 
k i l l e d  ove r  c o n t r o l  o f  
transportation parks in the 
area. 

A resident in the area, 
Mary Olayemi, said she and 

around past 12pm. It was not 
long after he left that we heard 
people shouting. We had to 
lock ourselves indoors. It was 

her family members were just 
leaving the church on Sunday 
when they heard gunshots. 

She said, “When we 
heard the gunshots, we ran 
into a compound and when 
all was clear, we saw that 
Onaolapo (Ariku) had been 
killed with machetes. 

 “We heard that they had 
been looking for him and 
around 12pm yesterday, that 
they tracked him and got him. 
The fights among NURTW 
people have been happening 
for some time. We are afraid 
that they might continue this 
violence next week.”

when we came out that we 
discovered that my husband's 
car had been burnt. 
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Rivers policeman allegedly rapes minor, films nude 

Youths lynch two widows
over witchcraft allegation 

Community panics after Lagos 
cultists kill NURTW boss 

 Music producer, NYSC members
sent to Kirikiri for assaulting
policemen

NSCDC arrests railway line
vandals, three others in Kwara
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o n s u m e r s  o f  

Chousehold kerosene, 
a l s o  k n o w n  a s  

cooking kerosene, paid 99 
per cent more to purchase a 
gallon of  the product in the 
last one year. 

This is according to 
data from the Nigerian 
Bureau of  Statistics, NBS. 
The statistics agency said the 
average retail price per 
gallon of  cooking kerosene 
paid by consumers rose by 
99 per cent in July 2022 from 
N397 in July 2021. 

A gallon of  cooking 
kerosene was sold for N790 
in July 2022, according to 
the NBS. One gallon of  the 
product at N790 in July 
indicates an increase of  3.68 
per cent compared to 
N761.69 recorded in June 
2022. 

O n  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  
analysis, the highest average 
price per gallon in July 2022 
was recorded in Enugu with 
N1,004, followed by Ekiti 
with N990, and Osun with 
N949. 

On the other hand, the 
lowest price was recorded in 
Bayelsa with N643, followed 
by Benue with N655 and 
Rivers with N655. 

In addition, analysis by 
zone showed that the South-
West recorded the highest 
average retail price per 
gallon of  the product with 
N901, followed by the 

South-East with N892 and 
North-Central with N762, 
while the South-South 
recorded the lowest with 
N727.

The average retail price 
per gallon of  the product 
paid by consumers in July 
2022 was N2,886, showing 
an increase of  7.98 per cent 
from N2,673 in June 2022. 

On a year-on-year 
basis, this increased by 122 
per cent from N1,302 in July 
2021. 

O n  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  
analysis, Abuja recorded the 
highest average retail price 
per gallon with N3,600, 
followed by Enugu with 
N3,501 and Ekiti with 
N3,450. 

On the other hand, 
Zamfara recorded the lowest 
price with N2,430, followed 
by Borno and Gombe with 
N 2 , 5 0 0  a n d  N 2 , 5 3 0  
respectively. 

J u s t  l i k e  d i e s e l ,  
k e r o s e n e  i s  a  f u l l y  
deregulated market in 
Nigeria. 

The Nigeria National 
Petroleum Corporation, 
NNPC, has not been able to 
produce  any  drop  o f  
kerosene for a couple of  
years now due to the non-
functionality of  refineries. 

Nigeria's current daily 
cooking kerosene supply was 
put at 5 million litres out of  
national daily consumption 

requirement of  8m litres, 
according to a 2017 figure.

The three million litre-
gap is being filled by imports 
b y  p r iva t e  p e t r o l e u m  
products marketers. 

Global average price of  
kerosene for this period is 
around N488 per litre. 

Findings also showed 
that Nigeria ranks 2nd on 
world's highest kerosene 
price list, with N762, with 
Seychelles selling at the 
highest price of  N 939. 

Group Chief  Executive 
Officer, the NNPC Ltd, 
Mele Kyari, said last week 
that more than 70 per cent of  
the  over  200  mi l l ion  

omestic airlines Dhave continued to 
cut down on their 

workforce as the crisis in 
Nigeria's aviation industry 
lingers. 

It was also gathered that 
though plans were on the 
way to re-engage some of  
the disengaged workers, this 
would basically happen 
w h e n  m o r e  a i r p l a n e s 
belonging to the affected 
carriers start to operate. 

Airline officials told our 
correspondent that workers 
who were asked to leave 
w e r e  m a i n l y  t h o s e 
associated with the day-to-
day operations of  airplanes, 
as the crisis led to the drop in 
the number of  functional 
aircraft in the sector. 

This came as officials of  
Dana Air confirmed that 
though the airline had been 
out of  operations for about a 
month, it was working to 
r e s u m e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n 
September. 

It was earlier reported 
that the persistent rise in the 
cost of  aviation fuel, known 
as jet A1, was causing 
a p p r e h e n s i o n  a s 
stakeholders expressed fears 
that there might be huge job 
losses. 

T h e  c o s t  o f  J e t A 1 
jumped from less than 
N 3 0 0 / l i t r e  t o  o v e r 

N800/litre within a few 
months,  warranting an 
increase in airfares by 
airlines that could manage 
to get the commodity. 

Others that could not 
survive the situation, such as 
Aero Contractors, had to 
t e m p o r a r i l y  s u s p e n d 
operations. Aero suspended 
its operations last month.

Also in July, the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority 
suspended Dana Air's Air 
Transport Licence and Air 
O p e r a t o r  C e r t i f i c a t e 
indefinitely. The suspension 
took effect from midnight of  
July 20, 2022. 

Speaking on how the 
situation led to the cut down 
o f  employees  in  Aero 
Contractors, a senior official 
at the firm said this was 
because the airline was 
c u r r e n t ly  n o t  e a r n i n g 
revenue. 

“The company is not 
making money now and so it 
has to rationalise,” the 
official, who spoke to our 
correspondent in anonymity 
due to lack of  authorisation, 
stated. 

The source added, “But 
once it starts operations, 
with the more aircraft it gets, 
then  i t  wi l l  ca l l  them 
(disengaged workers) back. 
That's what most airlines do. 

“So Aero will, of  course, 

c a l l  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e 
disengaged back and I think 
Arik Air also did the same 
thing because after the 
COVID-19 crisis, it recalled 
some workers. It is what 
airlines do to stay afloat in 
this business, particularly 
now that aviation fuel price 
is so high. 

“ T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  t h e 
airlines are expanding their 
fleet, they are recalling some 
of  the workers. Remember 
that during the peak of  the 
COVID-19 outbreak, most 
airlines globally suspended 
their flights and workers 
were asked to go. But as they 
recovered gradually, they 
kept recalling their workers. 

“Aero did the same thing 
too that time. So, this is not 
the first time they are doing 
i t .  T h e y  c a l l  i t 
rationalisation because this 
is based on the number of  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  i s  b e i n g 
operated by the airline.”

The official explained 
that between 30 and 50 
workers or more were often 
attached to an aircraft, 
stressing that the workforce 
o f  a n  a i r l i n e  w a s 
proportional to the number 
of  aircraft in its fleet. 

The source added, “So, 
the number of  workers 
depends on the number of  
aircraft. But now Aero has 
just one aircraft and the 
other one is coming in any 

time soon. But none is flying 
yet. 

“So, the airline is not 
making money, therefore, 
how do you expect it to keep 
staff  and pay them? The only 
one aircraft there in Abuja 
has not started flying.” 

For Dana Air, it was 
gathered that though the 
airline's operations were 
grounded last month by the 
NCAA, its staff  were not 
laid off, as efforts were on to 
get the carrier back to flight 
operations in September. 

“Everybody is working, 
except those who attend to 
customers, but they will be 
paid. So, no one is asked to 
g o .  E v e r y b o d y  i s  o n 
ground,” the spokesperson, 
D a n a  A i r ,  O k w u d i l i 
Ezenwa, stated. 

Asked to state when the 
a i r l i n e  wo u l d  r e s u m e 
operations, Ezenwa said, 
“We are on it. We are almost 
done with the audit, so we've 
been given a go ahead to get 
our pilots to go on training 
and they are on it now. So, 
when they f inish their 
training we should start. 

“If  the pilots finalise their 
trainings on time, amid the 
h i g h  c o s t  o f  f o r e i g n 
exchange, which is what we 
u s e  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e s e 
activities, we hope that next 
month our services will 
resume.”

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t  i s 
proposing a budget 

wi th  es t imates  to ta l l ing 
N19.76tn, while the deficit 
will hover between N11.30tn 
and N12.41tn in the 2023 fiscal 
year. 

The Minister of  Finance, 
B u d g e t  a n d  N a t i o n a l 
Planning, Zainab Ahmed, 
who made this known in 
Abuja on Monday, decried 
that the government might be 
unable to provide for treasury 
funded capital projects next 
ye a r,  e s p e c i a l ly  d u e  t o 
dw i n d l i n g  r eve nu e  a n d 
payment of  subsidies on 
P r e m i u m  M o t o r  S p i r i t 
popularly known as petrol. 

A h m e d ,  i n  h i s 
presentation to the House of  
Representatives' Committee 
on Finance at the hearing on 
the  proposed 2023-2025 
Medium Term Expenditure 
F r a m e w o r k  a n d  F i s c a l 
Strategy Paper, pointed out 
that crude oil production 
challenges and PMS subsidy 
deductions by the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company 
Limited (formerly Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Corporation) constitute a 
major threat to the country's 
revenue growth targets. 

She stated that bold, 

decisive and urgent action 
must be taken to address 
revenue under performance 
and expenditure efficiency at 
the national and sub-national 
levels. 

The minister said, “In 
this scenario, the budget deficit 
is projected to be N11.30tn in 
2023, up from N7.35tn in 
2022. This represents 5.01 per 
cent of  the estimated GDP 
(Gross Domestic Products), 
above the 3 per cent threshold 
s t ipu la ted  in  the  F i sca l 
Responsibility Act, 2007.” 

Ahmed, who analysed 
the available options, said the 
government could opt for 
payment of  petrol subsidy 
from January to December, 
adding that,  “Given the 
severely constrained fiscal 
space,  budge t  de f i c i t  i s 
projected to be N12.41tn in 
2 0 2 3 ,  u p  f r o m  N 7 . 3 5 t n 
budgeted in 2022, representing 
196 per cent of  total FGN 
revenue or 5.50 per cent of  the 
estimated GDP.” 

She s tated,  “This  is 
significantly above the 3 per 
cent threshold stipulated in the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act 2007 
and there will be no provision 
for treasury funded MDA's 
capital projects in 2023.”

Nigerian population lacked 
access to clean cooking fuels. 

T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government says it intends 
to deepen local gas and 
cooking fuel usage through 
its National Gas Expansion 
Programme. 

While delivering his 
speech at a conference last 
week, Chief  Executive 
Officer, Nigerian Midstream 
Downstream Petroleum 
Regula tor y  Author i ty,  
NMDPRA, Farouk Ahmed, 
reiterated that “Nigeria has 
declared gas as its transition 
fuel to facilitate cleaner 
energy utilization,” adding 
that the horizon for the gas-

led transition was bright. 
Nigeria has proven gas 

reserves of  206.53TCF amid 
an increasing level of  
domestic utilisation.

C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  
Officer of  the Centre for the 
Promot ion of  Pr ivate  
Enterprise,  Dr Muda Yusuf, 
s a i d  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
intervention was quickly 
needed to bring down costs 
of  the product for the sake of  
the poor masses. 

“The astronomical 
increase in the price of  
cooking kerosene wil l  
further aggravate poverty 
situation in the country. 

Cooking kerosene is not a 
luxury, it is a necessity. It is 
bad enough that we are 
grappling with high food 
inflation, and now there is an 
additional burden of  an 
escalating cost of  means of  
cooking the food. So, it is 
very important that urgent 
steps are taken to intervene 
in bringing down the cost of  
cooking kerosene. This is 
particularly very important 
because of  the impact of  the 
high cost on the poor,” he 
said. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Families suffer as kerosene price rises by 99% 

Aviation crisis: Airlines cut workforce, Dana
mulls resumption 

FG proposes N19.76tn
budget for 2023 
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Prince Nnanna Ukaegbu takes 
over as APGA Chairman 
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Abia NMA to clampdown on quacks,
unregistered medical facilities 
T

he Abia chapter of  the 
Nigerian Medical As-
sociation (NMA) has 

threatened to clampdown on 
quacks and unregistered med-
ical facilities in the state. 

The state NMA Chairman, 
Dr Isaiah Abali, issued the 
threat in his inaugural speech 
on Monday in Umuahia. 
Abali said that the new exec-
utive would use the security 
agencies and judiciary to fight 
quackery in the state. 

He described quackery as a 
serious menace to the medi-
cal practice in Abia, especially 
the commercial city of  Aba. 

According to him, this ex-
ecutive will fight quackery 
because it does not only affect 
the medical professionals, it 
also affects the people. 

He said: “This new execu-
tive will do everything within 
its power to make sure quack-
ery is brought to a standstill.

 “We are going to liaise 

F
ollowing the Appeal 
Court ruling and en-
forcement of  the sub-

stantive judgment of  the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance, 
Prince Nnanna Ukaegbu on 
Tuesday took over his posi-
tion as the Chairman of  the 
party .

The presence of  tight secu-
rity was sighted at the party’s 
secretariat in the early hours 
of  Tuesday August 30th 2022 
as Court order sacking the 
Augustine Ehiemere faction 
was pasted at the gates of  the 
party.

Nnanna Ukaegbu who 
spoke to newsmen shortly 
after he entered the secretari-
at, says he will hit the ground 
running by organizing the 
Exco meeting and pay cour-
tesy call to founding fathers 
of  the party in the state.

He promised to go through 
the party files in order to fix 
the records where there were 
anomalies and as well make 
decisions that will be of  the 
Party’s interest.

“We are here to hold the 
party Exco meeting and pay 
courtesy calls to some found-
ing fathers in the State.” 

He added that every posi-
tion he takes must reflect the 
wishes of  the members of  the 
party.

Any aggrieved persons 
according to the Chairman 
of  the party, Prince Nnanna 
Ukaegbu can approach the 
Supreme Court to vent his 
grievances.

Rev.Augustine Ehiemere 
was reached on phone after 
the takeover but he described 
the Chairman Nnanna 
Ukaegbu as an imposter.

with the state Ministry of  
Health and start with unreg-
istered medical facilities. “We 
are also going to make sure 
that even the medical facilities 
that registered have qualified 
personnel in charge.” 

He said that the body would 
use the judiciary to bring to 
book anybody working in 
those unregistered establish-
ments. Abali promised that 
his leadership would engage 
the state government con-
structively to make sure that 

the backlog of  salaries owed 
to his members were cleared.

He said that the Abia State 
University Teaching Hospi-
tal (ABSUTH), Aba and the 
Health Management Board 
were owed 21 months and 
11 months, respectively. “We 
pray and pledge to engage 
the government because our 
members are now hungry 
and turned into beggars.

He commended his pre-
decessor, Dr Chimezie Ok-
wuonu, and his team for their 

achievements and pledged 
to improve on the welfare of  
members. Abali is a Consult-
ant Orthopedic Surgeon at 
the ABSUTH, Aba.

In a brief  remark, Ok-
wuonu listed the building of  
an event centre at Mgbara-
kuma, Ubakala in Umuahia 
South Local Government 
Area among the achieve-
ments of  his executive. “I be-
lieve the current administra-
tion will improve on what we 
have done because leadership 

is a continum.
“There are lots of  expecta-

tions from them but I believe 
generally that our associa-
tion will become better be-
cause the team is capable,” 
he said. 

Other members of  the 
new executive included 
Dr Oduchi Ewurum (Vice 
Chairman), Dr Daniel 
Ekeleme (General Secre-
tary), Dr Ogechi Amae-
chi-Ebisike (Treasurer) and 
Clement Ifenkoronye.

‘Kidney donor’ asks court not to release 
his bio-data to Ekweremadu
D

avid Ukpo, an al-
leged kidney donor, 
has asked a federal 

high court to set aside a rul-
ing which ordered the release 
of  his bio-data to the attor-
ney-general of  the federation 
(AGF) for transmission to 
the United Kingdom.

Inyang Ekwo, the presiding 
judge, had in July ordered the 
National Identity Manage-
ment Commission (NIMC), 
Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS), Stanbic IBTC and 
United Bank for Africa to 
supply information on Ukpo 
to Ike Ekweremadu, former 
deputy senate president.

In an application filed 
through his team of  lawyers 
led by Bamidele Igbinedion, 
Ukpo accused Ekweremadu 
and his wife, Beatrice, of  vi-
olating his fundamental hu-
man rights.

He noted that the former 
deputy senate president 
ought to have joined him 
and the AGF as parties in the 
suit.

He said the court erred 
when it granted Ekwere-
madu’s application without 
taking arguments from him.

The applicant further 
averred that the reliefs grant-
ed by the court violated his 

basic and constitutional right 
to privacy, which is protect-
ed by Section 37 of  the 1999 
Constitution, as amended.

“The attorney-general of  
the federation was also not 
made a party to the suit to 
enable the interest of  the 
Federal Government to be 
represented, seeing that the 
effect of  the order was to be 
utilized in a foreign country, 
namely the United King-
dom,” the affidavits attached 
to the application read.

“The applicant became 
aware of  the said ruling 
through social media reports 
on Facebook and the appli-
cant was deeply aggrieved 
with the said order(s).”

According to Ukpo, the 
suit was conducted in breach 
of  his fundamental rights to 
fair hearing and privacy.

He asserted that the AGF’s 
approval was not obtained 
for the transfer of  his infor-
mation to the Uxbridge Mag-
istrate Court in the UK, ac-
cusing Ekweremadu and his 
wife of  misleading the court.

“It is in the interest of  jus-
tice to set aside the entire pro-
ceedings,” he said.

“Unless the matter is heard 
urgently, irreparable damage 
and serious mischief  would 

have been done to the appli-
cant as the 1st and 2nd ap-
plicants/respondents would 
have taken undue advan-
tage to take the Applicant’s 
bio-data and other personal 
information to their own 
use in Uxbridge Magistrate 
Court in the UK.”

The judge has fixed Sep-
tember 13 to hear Ukpo’s ap-
plication which has Stanbic 
IBTC Bank, United Bank for 
Africa Plc and the Nigeria 
Inter-Bank Settlement Sys-
tem Plc, as third, fourth and 
fifth respondents respective-

ly.
In June, the London Met-

ropolitan Police arrested and 
charged Ike Ekweremadu, 
former deputy senate pres-
ident, and his wife to court 
for allegedly bringing a child 
(Ukpo) to the UK for organ 
harvesting.

Although the London po-
lice said Ukpo is 15, his pass-
port and bank verification 
number (BVN) show he is 
21.

The Westminster magis-
trate court has also ruled that 
Ukpo is not a minor.

Bianca Ojukwu wows crowd with native dance steps at Igbo Festival in America.

... Sacked Rev. Augustine Ehiemere 
describes Ukaegbu as an imposter

T
he Peter Obi Grass-
roots Mobilization, 
a support group for 

the Presidential Project of  
Labour Party candidate has 
accused the Governor of  
Ebonyi State, Engr. David 
Umahi of  disrupting the long 
planned clean up rally, slated 
to take place in Abakaliki, the 
state’s capital. 

Taking to their official twit-
ter handle, the group wrote: 
“there was supposed to be 
a Peter Obi clean up rally in 
Abakiliki yesterday, by Obidi-
ents members but Governor 
David Nweze Umahi sent 
the police to disperse them.”

The group went further 
to state that: “He’s learning 
from his Co-Governor of  Ka-
duna the short man of  bigot-
ry.  We are documenting all 
these.” 

Reacting to the awful sit-
uation in Abakiliki, some 
youths accused Umahi of  
engulfed in jealousy over the 
heights so far attained by Mr. 
Obi, whose name is glaringly 

written on the lips of  all and 
sundry virtually across the 
world.

Meanwhile in Lagos, sup-
port groups from of  the pres-
idential candidate, Peter Obi 
in Lagos State have decried 
an order given by the Lagos 
State Advertisement Agency 
LASSA not to erect any bill 
board that is not of  the APC 
and its presidential candidate 
anywhere in the state.

This was revealed in a 
phone conversation between 
a representative of  a support 
group and an outdoor adver-
tising agency requesting the 
price for using a billboard in 
a particular location in Lags. 

The operator replied with a 
price of  N4million but asked 
the kind of  information to be 
so advertised. The supporter 
became distraught after he 
was told of  an internal con-
trol order by the Lagos state 
government banning posters 
of  Peter Obi or the Labour 
Party on billboards across 
Lagos.

Peter Obi support groups outdoor 
billboards suffer setback

T
he Headquarters 14 
Brigade Nigerian 
Army, Ebem Ohafia, 

Abia State has urged the 
residents of  the community 
not to panic as it concludes 
plans to hold range classifi-
cation shooting for troops. 

The weeklong exercise 
which commences Mon-
day 29 August to Friday 
2 September 2022 will in-
volve the firing of  live am-
munition at the range site, 
Acting Assistant Director 
Army Public Relations 14 

Brigade, Lieutenant Omale 
Innocent Prince said in a 
release. 

“In view of  the above, 
you are please requested to 
disseminate this informa-
tion to the general public 
and enjoin them not to pan-
ic, especially the communi-
ties around the Barracks. 

In this regard, the pop-
ulace and farmers are to 
steer clear of  the general 
area during the exercise,” it 
added.

Army urges Ohafia residents to remain calm

Wednesday 31 August- Thursday 01 September, 2022 
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i g e r i a n  s t r i k e r 

NVictor Osimhen is 
in the middle of  the 

latest transfer window saga 
as it nears a close, with 
reports of  a mega deal being 
discussed between Napoli 
and Manchester United 
concerning the signing of  
Crist iano Ronaldo and 
Osimhen. 

Nigeria international 
Osimhen seems annoyed by 
rumours of  the potential 
arrival of  Ronaldo in Napoli 
as reported on Monday by 
Corriere dello Sport. 

The  23 -year -o ld  i s 
reportedly unhappy that the 
f i ve - t i m e  B a l l o n  d ' O r 
winner's arrival could see his 
minutes at the Italian side 
affected significantly. 

Osimhen wants to stay 
in Napoli, where he feels he 
can play an important role 
d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  a n d 
challenging 2022/23 season 
and prefers to remain at the 
centre of  the attack. 

According to the report 
by  Cor r i e re  de l l o  Spor t , 
“ O s i m h e n ,  t h e  m a i n 
character  to the whole 
transfer story, is also waiting 
and a little annoyed but with 
a clear mind.” 

According to Tutto 
Sport, the Red Devils are 
expected to make an offer 
worth €120m to hire the 
services of  the Nigerian 
s t r i k e r  i n  t h e  s u m m e r 
transfer window. 

However, Napoli head 
coach Luciano Spalletti has 
said Osimhen does not want 
t o  l e av e  t h e  c l u b  f o r 
Manchester United because 
he wants to play in the UEFA 
Champions League.

“Osimhen gave his 
response, via his agent, 
saying he wants to play in the 
Champions League and he 
wants to play it with this 
squad,” Spalletti was quoted 
as saying by Football Italia. 

“He cares about his 

teammates; he chases down 
opposition players to help 
out and is a very strong focal 
point in attack. Having him 
at our disposal with that 
mentality is the best we could 
ask for.” 

O s i m h e n  h a s  a l s o 
attracted interests from the 
likes of  Arsenal, Tottenham 
and Bayern Munich this 
window, but he remains a 
Napoli player ahead of  
Thursday's transfer deadline. 

However, Spalletti has 
also said it will be difficult for 
t h e  c l u b  t o  r e j e c t  t h e 
s t a g g e r i n g  € 1 0 0 m 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
reportedly look to offer the 
Italian giants for Osimhen 
before the end of  the transfer 
window on Thursday. 

“I don't have time to 
think about these things, we 
have a game every few days. 
Is the club thinking about it? 
The club thinks of  any 
situation that is of  interest to 
our players,” Spalletti was 
quoted by Football Italia as 
saying. 

“The club thinks of  any 
situation that is of  interest to 
our players,” he told DAZN. 
“I say that if  a club offers you 
€100m, it is not easy to say 
no. Since I arrived here, all 
the players have been on the 
market for the right price.” 

T h e  f o r m e r  L i l l e 
attacker has also been touted 
as a possible makeweight in a 
s w a p  d e a l  i n v o l v i n g 
Ronaldo, who is also seeking 
Champions League football.

S p a l l e t t i ,  d e s p i t e 
admitting that there was 
nothing “concrete” about the 
reports of  a potential move 
by both players to the other 
d i r ec t ion ,  r e l i shes  the 
oppor tunity to manage 
modern football's greatest 
goals scorer. 

Speaking at a press 
conference, Spalletti said, “If  
you're asking me if  I'd like to 
work with Ronaldo, I tell you 

no coach would say no to 
that. However, if  we go into 
those areas, the journalists 
like to fill in for themselves, 
then as Osimhen's agent 
s a i d ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o 
negotiations. 

“De Laurentiis (Napoli 
boss), he told me that he 
received no offer, so let's 
remain as realistic as possible 
h e r e  a n d  t a k e  i n t o 
consideration only things 
that could happen. 

“There are only a few 
days left in the transfer 
window, it seems unlikely 
that could go through. There 
is nothing concrete at the 
moment. 

“It wouldn't be a swap, 
it would be two different 
signings, in that case. One of  
the two can turn a game by 
himself. But in any case, at 
the moment we should not 
consider things that won't 
help us pick up three points 
in Florence.” 

B u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Gazzetta dello Sport, there are 
still talks of  Ronaldo's arrival 
at Napoli with or without an 
Osimhen swap taking place. 

Ronaldo's agent, Jorge 
Mendes, has been working 
hard to meet the various 
needs on both sides. On 
Napoli's side, he has received 
substantial welcome, and 
United have shown that they 
are now willing to let the 
Por tuguese leave while 
Spaletti has admitted that 
everyone would love to 
coach Ronaldo.

According to Il Corriere 
dello Sport, Napoli president 
Aurelio De Laurentiis met 
Napoli directors on Monday 
to hold a 'decisive meeting' 
where they will discuss the 
future of  Osimhen and the 
deal involving Ronaldo. De 
Laurentiis will discuss the 
potential deals with his right-
hand man Andrea Chiavelli 
and Napoli sporting director 
Cristiano Giuntoli, reports Il 
Corriere dello Sport. 

De Laurentiis is an 
admirer of  Ronaldo and is 
w i l l i n g  t o  c a s h  i n  o n 
O s i m h e n  a s  w e l l .  I f  
Osimhen's United deal goes 
through, Ronaldo's bogus 
£360,000-a-week wages will 
not be a problem for Napoli 
as Laurentiis plans to use 
Italy's tax laws to aid his 
pursuit. The law provides tax 
cuts for Italian clubs buying 
foreign players from abroad – 
which means Napoli could 
save 50 per cent on Ronaldo's 
wages. 

But it remains to be seen 
if  United will invest more 
than €100m in Osimhen and 
pay part of  Ronaldo's salary, 
following the agreement to 
sign Antony from Ajax, also 
for €100m. 

Ronaldo agent Jorge 
M e n d e s  i s  r e p o r t e d l y 
pushing for a loan deal for his 
client at the Naples-based 
club,  however,  Spanish 
journalist Edu Aguirre – 
w h o  h a s  c l o s e  t i e s  t o 
Ronaldo – has claimed on El 
Chiringuito that the loan 

deal will not be happening. 
The former Juventus 

man has reportedly decided 
against a fresh move to Serie 
A. 

Despite the reported 
decision from Ronaldo not to 
sign for Napoli, United could 
still go after Osimhen but 
could try to drive the price 
lower. 

He is an exciting talent 
and could go for less than 
€100m, although United 
have shown they are not shy 
to  splash the cash this 
summer as a yet unproven 
Antony is costing the same at 
only 22 years of  age from the 
Eredivisie.

Osimhen, on the other 
hand, enjoyed a rise at Lille 
before making his move to 

Napoli. 
He has only gone from 

strength to strength in Italy 
and has Champions League 
football, including matches 
against Liverpool, in the 
group stage to look forward 
to. 

As such, it is unclear if  
the Nigerian would actually 
accept the move to Europa 
League if  Old Trafford were 
to offer €100m or €120m the 
various Italian media outlets 
have reported. 

Osimhen has scored two 
goals and recorded one assist 
in three league appearances 
for  the Par tenopei  this 
season. 

anchester United Mo n  T u e s d a y 
o f f i c i a l l y 

announced the signing of  
Antony.

Antony jo ined Man 
United from Ajax.

The Red Devils disclosed 
this in a statement via its 
website.

“Manchester United has 
reached agreement with Ajax 
for the transfer of  Antony, 
subject to a medical, player 
terms being finalised, and 
international clearance,” the 
statement read.

“Antony has 31 goals and 
2 7  a s s i s t s  i n  1 3 4  c l u b 
appearances for Ajax and Sao 

Paulo and two goals and two 
a s s i s t s  i n  n i n e  s e n i o r 
appearances for his native 

Brazil.
“ H e  h a s  w o n  t w o 

Eredivisie titles, and a gold 

medal in the 2020 Summer 
Olympics.”

In a related development, 
C h e l s e a  o n  T u e s d a y 
con f i r med  tha t  w inge r 
Callum Hudson-Odoi has left 
the  c lub  to  jo in  Bayer 
Leverkusen on loan.

In a statement via its 
we b s i t e,  C h e l s e a  s a i d , 
“Callum Hudson-Odoi will 
spend the rest of  the 2022/23 
season on loan in Germany 
with Bayer Leverkusen.

“The Cobham graduate 
moves to the Bundesliga for 
the rest of  the campaign, 
having been an unused 
substitute in our last three 
Premier League fixtures. The 
Blues have the option to recall 
Callum in January.”

igeria midfielder 

NFrank Onyeka is 
on the verge of  

j o i n i n g  S k y  B e t 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  c l u b 
Middlesbrough on loan.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S k y 
Sports, Onyeka's Premier 
League club, Brentford, are 
i n  t a l k s  w i t h 
Middlesbrough for the 
transfer.

The 24-year-old only 
linked up with Brentford 
from Danish SuperLiga 
club, FC Midtjylland last 
summer.

Onyeka was the Bees' 
record signing at the time, 
with the club parting with 
€10m to secure his services.

O n y e k a  m a d e  2 0 
league appearances for the 
London club during the 
2021/22 campaign.

He has struggled for 

regular game time this term 
having played just ten 
minutes in Brentford's four 
Premier League games.

The Osimhen-Ronaldo transfer saga 

Osimhen Ronaldo

Antony joins Man Utd as winger leaves
Chelsea

Transfer: Onyeka set to
join Middlesbrough on loan

Anthony

Onyeka
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ournemouth have Bsacked their manager, 
Scott Parker after 

their latest Premier League 9-

0 defeat to Liverpool over the 
weekend.

The Premier League 
c l u b  m a d e  t h e 

igeria defender 

NWilliam Troost-
Ekong is on the 

radar of  Serie A club, 
Bologna.

Troost-Ekong has lost 
his place at Watford since 
returning from the Africa 
C u p  o f  N a t i o n s  i n 
February.

The centre-back was 
earlier linked with a move 
to Turkish Super  Lig 
giants, Fenerbahce but 
Watford reportedly turned 

down the offer.
Bologna have failed to 

keep a clean sheet in Serie 
A this season and are 
l o o k i n g  t o  s i g n  a n 
experienced defender to 
shore up their defence.

M a n a g e r  S i n i s a 
Mihajlovic, according to 
I tal ian market  exper t 
Gianluca Di Marzio, is 
keen to lure Troost-Ekong 
back to Italy.

The 28-year-old played 
for Serie A club, Udinese 

between 2018 and 2020, 
making 66 appearances.

a n n o u n c e m e n t  i n  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o n  Tu e s d ay 
morning via its website.

Parker will be replaced 
in the interim by former 
Bournemouth midfielder, 
Gary O'Neil.

The 41-year-old is now 
the first manager to get the 
boot in the 2022/23 season 
after losing his last three 
games of  the season at the 
helm.

The statement, which 
quoted club owner, Maxim 
Demin, reads in part, “AFC 
Bournemouth can announce 
that the club has parted 
company with head coach 
Scott Parker.

“Gary O'Neil will take 
interim charge of  the team 
and will be assisted by Shaun 
C o o p e r  a n d  T o m m y 
Elphick.”

A
lex Rodriguez's 
$1.5 billion deal to 
buy  the  NBA's 

Minnesota Timberwolves is 
reportedly in jeopardy 
because the baseball legend 
is struggling to fund his 
second payment without his 
ex-fiancée Jennifer Lopez 
by his side.

His ability to raise 
capital went from strong to 
meaningfully weaker,' one 

source, who is reportedly 
close to Rodriguez, told the 
New York  Post .  ' J.Lo 
validated him.'

Rodriguez, 47, and 
Lopez, 53, began dating in 
2017, announced their 
engagement in 2019, and 
split in 2021. Shortly after 
his breakup, Rodriguez and 
co-investor Marc Lore 
submitted a $250 million 
down payment to long-time 

Timberwolves owner 
Glen Taylor, giving 
the pair the option to 
purchase additional 
20-percent stakes in 
2022 and 2023 to 
become co-majority 
owners.

Now, the Post 
reports, Rodriguez is 
struggling to come up 
w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d 
payment, which could 
cost him a supervising 
role with the team or a 
shot at the owner's box 
altogether.

'Alex and Marc 
were supposed to be 
5 0 / 5 0 , '  a n  N B A 
source told the Post. 
'Alex couldn't come 
up with his half.'

A spokesman for 
Rodriguez rejected the 
a r t i c l e ,  t e l l i n g 

DailyMail.com that the 
Post's article is untrue. 
Team spokespeople did not 
immediately respond to 
DailyMail.com's request 
for comment. 

Rodriguez has around 
$500 million in assets, little 
of  which is believed to be 
liquid, sources told the Post.

Wednesday 31 August- Thursday 01 September, 2022 

ele Alli has raised Dh o p e s  h e  c a n 

rekindle his career 

at Besiktas after making a 

promising debut for his new 

club.

Alli joined the Turkish 

side on a season-long loan 

from Everton last week after 

f a i l i n g  t o  i m p r e s s  a t 

Goodison Park, following 

h i s  f r ee  t rans fe r  f rom 

Tottenham in January.

T h e  E n g l a n d 

international was given a 

hero's reception when he 

arrived in Turkey, with 

hundreds of  supporters 

greeting him on his arrival in 

Istanbul.

He was handed another 

c o n f i d e n c e  b o o s t  o n 

Monday  when  he  was 

named in the starting line-up 

for Besiktas' Super Lig 

match against Sivasspor at 

Vodafone Park.

It was only the third 

time this year that the 

midfielder had been named 

in a starting line-up, with 

each of  his starts being for a 

different club – Tottenham, 

Everton and now Besiktas.

Alli will be hoping he 

can rediscover his best form 

i n  T u r k e y  a f t e r  a 

disappointing decline in 

recent years.

H e  i m m e d i a t e l y 

endeared himself  to Besiktas 

supporters with a sublime 

piece of  skill just three 

minutes into his debut for 

the club. 

After picking up the ball 

in midfield, Alli turns and 

nutmegs opposition player 

Charilaos Charisis.

H e  t h e n  s h o w s 

impressive pace to race clear 

of  his opponent before being 

hacked down by the Greek 

midfielder.

The moment was a 

reminder of  the talent that 

Alli possesses and showed 

on a regular basis during his 

early years at MK Dons and 

Tottenham.

Alli would go on to play 

78 minutes in the match 

before being substituted for 

Kerem Atakan late in the 

game.

Besiktas would win the 

game 3-1, thanks to a goal 

from Wout Weghorst – on 

loan from Championship 

side Burnley – and a brace 

from Jackson Muleka.

Valerien Ismael's side 

are now top of  the Super Lig, 

ahead of  closest rivals 

G a z i a n t e p  o n  g o a l 

difference.

Alli will be hoping to 

continue his promising start 

when his new side travel to 

face Ankaragucu on Sunday.

Rodriguez $1.5 billion
Timberwolves deal hits the rock 

Dele Alli raises hope in Turkey
after an impressive performance

Alli

Newcastle race to have Isak available
against Liverpool 

Transfer: Serie A club, Bologna line
up bid for Troost-Ekong
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The fresh news people

he biggest problem of  Tleadership in Nigeria and 
i n d e e d  a l l  A f r i c a n s 

countries is  perhaps 'poor 
leadership' which is the most oft-
repeated explanation for the 
w e a k n e s s e s  o f  A f r i c a n 
democracy.

This diagnosis is common 
among scholars, journalists and 
public commentators, both in 
Western Europe and North 
America and in Africa itself. It is 
so widespread that it has come to 
be seen as an expression of  
common sense.

Obviously,  the  Afr ican 
continent is still facing serious 
challenges of  development 
regardless of  leadership changes. 
D e p e n d e n c y  i n  A f r i c a 
introduced corruption, fraud, 
underdeveloped infrastructure, 
p o o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d 
unsustainable development. 

Under development in Africa 
is mostly caused by the type of  
leaders that are elected to take 
leadership positions in Africa. 
Africa has many challenges but 
the centre of  all challenges is 
corruption.

Our modern world has long 
become a post-monarchical 
world. The democratic system of  
government has replaced the 
supremacy of  monarchs in most 
countries of  the world. It is for 
this reason that the emergence of  
democracy has now reduced the 
all-important role of  a good and 
k ind leader  in  bui ld ing  a 
prosperous nation.

Virtually, all leaders that are 
elected in African countries, after 
the independence are reached 
and their families and friends are 
also rich. The economic status of  
former leaders in the African 
c o n t i n e n t  a f t e r  A f r i c a n 
independence says a lot about 
w h y  A f r i c a  i s  s t i l l 
underdeveloped. 

The money that is spent on 
corruption could have a positive 
impact on African development. 
African leaders are responsible 
for the current poverty and 
underdevelopment of  Africa. 
African leaders, previous and 
current leaders have not been 
able to find a model that will 

work for Africa. 
C o r r u p t i o n  i n  m a j o r 

challenges that been obstructing 
Nigeria from having a strong 
economy even though some of  
the minerals are exported by 
Africa to other continents. 

The  key  p rob lem wi th 
Nigerian leaders is egocentrism. 
For an average Nigerian leader, 
l e a d e r s h i p  i s  a b o u t  s e l f -
aggrandizement and not service. 
Most people, who seek to occupy 
or already inhabiting leadership 
positions in Nigeria and African 
countries are driven by selfish 
motives. 

They do not see the platform 
as an opportunity to improve the 
lot of  the people but an avenue to 
feather their own nest. Hence, 
everything they do once they 
ascend the position is focused on 
t h e m s e l ve s  a n d  f a m i l i e s . 
L e g i s l a t o r s  c h a n g e  t h e 
constitution to improve their 
own welfare and ascribe all our 
collective patrimony to self, to 
the detriment of  the people. The 
leaders at the executive arm of  
the government at all levels 
deploy all arsenals to servicing 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s . 
Certainly, these leaders are 
driven by greed, leaving the state 
and the people poorer for it.

T h e s e  u n b r i d l e d  n o n 
r e p e n t a n t  l e a d e r s  s t a r t s 
scheming for the next election as 
soon as they are sworn into office 
political leaders, instead of  
working for the people and 
brainstorming for the good of  the 
people. The result is collapsed 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  b a t t e r e d 
economy, failed security and 
total retrogression in the society.

Nelson Mandela became a 
global hero principally because 
he made enormous sacrifices 
towards the good of  his people 
and the greatness of  his nation. 

Therefore, not only must 
leaders be sacrificial the must as 
well be People-oriented and 
People-centered. One of  the 
marks of  great leadership is 
s a c r i f i c e .  L e a d e r s h i p  i s 
intertwined with sacrifice. But 
this is garbage to the average 
Nigerian leader. 

Whereas, leaders in other 
climes deploy their resources to 
birth and nurture positive change 
in the lives of  the people they 
lead, but the average Nigerian 
leader is unenthusiastic to 
sacrifice yet more interested in 
grabbing, looting and siphoning 
the nation's wealth. Instead of  
making sacrifices, they move to 
manipulate the system for 

personal gains.
Leadership is a symptom, 

not a cause. If  leaders are 
interested only in themselves 
rather than those who they are 
meant to serve, the reason is that 
the latter do not have enough 
voice to ensure a different form 
of  leadership. Democracy's 
prospects in Africa depend, then, 
not on finding better leaders but 
on the factors which may spread 
more widely the ability to act 
collectively to ensure that 
government responds to the 
citizenry.

There fo re,  the  c r i t i ca l 
ex p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p 
challenge of  Nigeria, especially 
in this 21st century is ineptitude 
and corrupt leadership which has 
held sway over the  years, 
a d ve r s e l y   a f f e c t i n g  t h e 
development of  Nigeria as a 
nation.  

Surprisingly, after over fifty 
years of  nationhood, it has the 
most  cr i t ical  chal lenge of  
a d d r e s s i n g  h e r  p e r e n n i a l 
leadership problems inspite of  
abundant human and material 
resources  avai lable  at  her 
disposal. 

Some have argued that 
leadership challenge of  the 

country could be traced from the 
e m e r g e n c e  o f  c o l o n i a l 
misadventure in Nigeria, while 
others dismissed such argument 
on the basis that corruption and 
lack of  vision among past and 
present leaders of  Nigeria 
cu lminate  to  hamper  any 
meaningful effort in the quest for 
good governance in the country. 

Consequently, some scholars 
and political pundits have argued 
that the heterogeneous nature of  
Nigeria has continued to pose 
serious leadership threat to the 
country. Whatever the argument 
is, the important point is that 
leadership challenge has been a 
clog in the wheel of  progress in 
Nigeria.  Thus, present and past 
leaders of  Nigeria seem to have 
f a i l e d  t o  p r ov i d e  q u a l i t y 
leadership capable of  addressing 
n u m e r o u s  c h a l l e n g e s 
confronting the country. 

Cunningly, Nigerian leaders 
w o u l d  r a t h e r  k e e p  t h e i r 
perceived political enemies in the 
gulag than reconcile with them. 
They will not sacrifice the 
opportunity to get even with their 
opponents for the unity of  the 
nation.
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Leadership tragedy of a nation in ruins 

Rivers policeman allegedly rapes
minor, films nude 

Buhari Jonathan Mandela


