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Abductions, killings
persist in Imo
...Four Rev. Sisters kidnapped in Okigwe
...Gunmen kill one, abduct businessman

Anambra govt seals police bank,
hotels, others over tax failures
August meeting: Ebonyi women protest
disruption, maltreatment by Ebubeagu

National Water Resources Bill
...Why governors are afraid
...As South East kicks

NUJ blasts NBC for withdrawing 52
broadcast licences
...More stations may follow – NBC

Imo govt closes
Relief Market
Shopping Plaza
...Traders helpless

Police rescue two
suspected kidnappers
from angry mob



Residents commend distribution of malaria insecticide 
treated nets (ITN) in Anambra
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

J
ubilation during the 
weekend took over 
the whole Umuawulu 

Communty in Awka South 
Local Government Area 
of  Anambra state as one 
of  their illustrious sons, 
High Chief  Dr Azubuike 
Ekweozor (Ide Umuawu-
lu Nwanayoeze) donated 
three shuttle buses, one 
truck, and one Toyota Co-
rolla to lucky indigenes, 
even as Fifty women were 
empowered with Twenty 
thousand naira each total-
ling One Million Naira to 
start up a business at the 
community’s market. 

Dr Ekweozor, who is the 
founder Ide Global Move-
ment and former APGA 
Aspirant for Awka North 
and South Federal Con-
stituency thanked God for 

Umuawulu Community agog as Ide gifts
out 5 cars, empowers 50 rural women 

his immense gratitude and 
blessings upon his life. He 
revealed that the essence 
of  Ide Global Movement 
is to cushion the sufferings 
of  the needy in the society 
while noting that his benev-
olence was beyond his po-
litical aspirations. 

“As a matter of  fact pol-
itics is a seasonal thing 
and it comes and go. Like 
what I told my people dur-
ing my consultations that 
I am a messenger of  God 
and have come to change 
the narratives but people 
misunderstood me and af-
ter the primaries I couldnt 
make it but I had to go back 
to buisness move on with 
life”

“People think I would 
abandon my party, I said, 
no, it is not a matter of  pol-
itics but changing lives and 
putting smiles on faces. I 
have impacted enough in 

APGA, I am a major finan-
cier and stakeholder, so I 
cannot go to any other par-
ty. I have a covenant with 
God to remain in APGA. 
I made a promise to some 
ward members to provide 
shuttles and today it came 
to pass”, he added. The 
Parish Priest of  St Joseph’s 
Catholic church Umuawu-
lu, Rev Fr Benjamin Odika 
prayed to God to contin-
ue blessing the donor, Ide 
Umuawulu Nwanayoeze 
and also that the benefi-
ciaries to make proper use 
of  the gifts to alleviate their 
sufferings.   

In his remark, His roy-
al Majesty, Igwe Joel Eg-
wuonwu, Ezeudo 11 in 
Umuawulu, thanked God 
for Using Ide Umuawulu 
to support the downtrod-
den. He described Dr Ek-
weozor’s as a tool God has 
placed in the community 

I’m shocked by killings in Ohafia,
says Ikpeazu

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he newly deployed 
Brigade Commander 
of  14 Brigade, Nige-

ria Army Ohafia, Brig. Gen 
Adetuyi Adegoke has said 
that the Army would ensure 
that all forms of  criminali-
ty is stopped in Ohafia and 
every part of  Abia State. This 
is even as he has urged tradi-
tional rulers and other leaders 
in the community to expose 
criminal elements around 
their environments and not 
to harbour criminals in their 
homes or communities.

Gen Adegoke stated this 
in Ohafia while receiving 
the Chairman of  Ohafia, Dr 
Okorafor Ukiwe and some 
traditional rulers from Ohafia 
who visited his office after the 
recent crises in the communi-
ty.  

The Army commander, 
who confirmed the killing of  
a young soldier and a lady 
during the crises in Ohafia, 
said the killings were carried 

out by members of  IPOB/
ESN. He noted that the Army 
would continue to ensure the 
reign of  peace in the LGA. 
The Brigade Commander 
cautioned that the Army 
would not tolerate the har-
bouring of  criminals by any 
person, no matter how high-
ly placed the person may be. 
Responding, the leader of  the 
delegation and Chairman of  
Ohafia LGA, Dr Okorafor 
Ukiwe expressed disappoint-
ment over the loss of  lives and 
commiserated the Nigerian 
Army, family of  the soldiers 
and family of  late woman.

The LGA Chairman ex-
plained that his adminis-
tration would always do 
everything possible to ensure 
the reign of  peace in Ohafia. 
The traditional rulers also 
promised to maintain peace 
in their communities. Mean-
while, Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu has described the kill-
ings and other disturbances in 
Ohafia as shocking and sad, 
saying that the incidents were 
reckless display of  disregard 

to improve life in ways of  
scholarship, empower-
ment, built homes for wid-
ows, as well as providing 
basic amenities of  lives.

While asking God to pro-
vide ten more people who 
could be like him to make 
Umuawulu the best among 
all, advised other well to do 
personalities in the society 
to borrow a leave from the 
benefactors Philanthropist 
lifestyle

Beneficiaries who spoke 
to our Correspondent, 
were, Oluchukwu Nwank-
wo, Obike Ikechukwu, Chi-
jioke Cosmas Afunanya, 
and Mrs Chinyere Okpara. 
They however, appreciated 
God for having the luck to 
be chosen and promised to 
judiciously utilise them in 
improving their livelihood. 

Among those present 
were Dr Odogwu Emeka 
Emeka, Chairman Nigeria 

Union of  Journalist (NUJ) 
Anambra State council, 
Hon Leo Nwuba, former 
Awka South Local Govern-
ment Transition Chairman: 
Hon Chikodili Nnonyelu, 
Awka South APGA Chair-
man: Prince Chinedu Oka-
for, Past Secretary Awka 
South Local Government 
Area and Director Gen-
eral Ide Campaign Team, 
among others.

for human lives.
Ikpeazu, who spoke 

through his Chief  Press Sec-
retary, Onyebuchi Ememan-
ka in Umuahia, explained 
that he had been fully briefed 
about the ugly development. 

The statement read in part, 
“First, the Governor is deeply 
saddened by reports of  loss 
of  lives in the incident and 
sends his sincere condolences 
and those of  the government 
and people of  Abia State to 
the families of  the deceased 
persons.”

“The Governor strongly as-
sures that measures have been 
put in place to ensure that the 
situation will be arrested im-
mediately and appeals to the 
youths of  the area and in-
deed, all law abiding citizens 
of  Ohafia LGA to remain 
calm as government imple-
ments measures to bring the 
situation to a complete stop.” 

Meanwhile, calm has re-
turned to the city and its en-
virons, as owners of  shops 
and other business establish-
ments, who closed in fear, 
during the two days of  crises, 
have gradually returned to 
business while transport ac-
tivities have resumed.

Abia State University to resume academic 
activities Aug 29, ASUU leaders keep mum
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Univer-
sity, Uturu has di-
rected the resump-

tion of  normal academic 
activities in the school for 
2021/2022 session, start-
ing from August 29, 2022.

The directive for the re-
sumption was issued by 
Prof  Maxwell Ogbulu, 
the Vice Chancellor of  the 
institution on behalf  of  
the governing council, ac-
cording to a release signed 
by Dr Acho Elendu, the 
University’s Registrar and 
dated August 19.

The resumption is com-
ing at the period the Na-
tional Body of  Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universi-
ties (ASUU) are yet to sus-
pend their nationwide in-
dustrial action.

The directive by ABSU 
management read, “ This 
is to inform regular stu-
dents of  Abia State Uni-
versity that the Vice Chan-
cellor, distinguished Prof  
Onyemachi M. Ogbulu 
on behalf  of  the governing 
authorities, has approved 
the resumption for con-
tinuation of  first semes-
ter 2021/2022 academic 
session, on Monday, 29th 
August, 2022.”

The school directed 
concerned students of  the 
institution who are yet to 

pay their fees and complete 
registration formalities for 
2021/2022 academic ses-
sion to do so immediately, 
as lectures would com-
mence on Tuesday, 30th 
August, 2022.

Some parents whose 
children are schooling in 
ABSU who bared their 
minds about the devel-
opment commended the 
management of  the school 
for the decision to resume 
academic activities in the 
school.

But the Chairman, 
ABSU branch of  Academ-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

R
esidents of  Anambra 
state have expressed 
joy and gratitude to 

Malaria partners on the on-
going free distribution of  in-
secticide treated nets (ITN) in 
their communities. Anambra 
state government, in collab-
oration with the National 
Malaria Elimination pro-
gramme (NMEP), and Ma-
laria Consortium (MC) with 
the support from GiveWell 
Open philanthropic funding 
on Sunday, 7th August, 2022 
began the free distribution 
of  about 3.8m treated nets 

ic Staff  Union of  Univer-
sities (ASUU), Dr Victor 
Nkemdirim was yet to 
speak on the August 29 re-
sumption date.

Nkemdirim has not also, 
spoken if  his members 
have pulled away from 
the ASUU ongoing strike 
across the nation.

Last week, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu inaugu-
rated the new governing 
council of  the ABSU, with 
a charge to the governing 
body to improve the for-
tunes of  the institution.

through a door-to-door- ap-
proach in all Anambra com-
munities.

The exercise kicked-off  af-
ter several weeks of  prepara-
tions, advocacy visits, stake-
holder’s engagement at all 
level, investiture of  the first 
lady of  the State Her Excel-
lency Lady Nnnoye Soludo 
as the net Ambassador and a 
robust flag-off  by the Anam-
bra state governor, His Excel-
lency Prof  Chukwuma Solu-
do in Awka, the State capital.

The essence was to in-
volve critical stakeholders 
who would play vital role to 
the success of  the ITN cam-
paign.

Malaria Consortium and 
representatives from the Na-
tional Malaria Elimination 
Program (NMEP) arrived 
Anambra state on July 10 
and since then, has held se-
ries of  meetings, personnel 
recruitment, adaptation of  
Information, Education and 
communication materials to 
suit state local setting, aware-
ness creation and trainings 
from the state level to LGAs 
and wards level.

For the purpose of  the free 
net distribution in Anambra, 
News Echo gathered that 
over eight thousand indi-
genes of  the State were en-
gaged to support the exercise, 

... Says he has not abandoned APGA 

... Army cautions royal fathers, elders 
against harbouring criminals

including LGA Technical 
Assistants, Mobilization and 
distribution team.

Our correspondent gath-
ered were town announc-
ers, conveyors, distribution 
hub supervisors, CSOs and 
the Campaign Monitoring, 
among many others and all 
will be paid.

The trainings were fol-
lowed up with the movement 
of  the ITNs from state’s cen-
tral warehouse to the 21 local 
government areas in accom-
pany of  conveyors.

Training of  the ITN dis-
tribution team was also con-
ducted across wards with the 
use of  technology device to 

enhance efficiency and ac-
countability, while registering 
households to issue them free 
net following the flag off  by 
His Excellency, Prof  Chuk-
wuma Soludo at State level.

However, LG council 
Chairmen replicated same 
by performing a symbolic 
net distribution and sleeping 
inside a net as an indicator 
that the new net are safe for 
human use.

When News Echo visited 
some parts of  the state, resi-
dents were joyful as they ex-
pressed their gratitude to the 
donors. They noted that the 
distribution came at the right 
time when mosquito had 
dealt massively with many 
households in the state.

We observed some house-
holds airing their new nets 
under a shade for 24 hours.



News

Nnewi South ‘ll set pace for rural development
in Anambra - TC Chairman 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

I
n spite of  the tragedy, 
terror and mayhem un-
leashed on Nnewi-South 

local government area of  
Anambra State especially 
the burning of  the coun-
cil headquarters at Ukpor 
and destruction of  proper-
ties worth millions of  na-
ira there-in by men of  the 
underworld, the transition 

committee chairman Hon. 
Ikenna Oluchukwu Aniag-
boso says the council area 
will take the lead in rural in-
frastructural development as 
well as set the pace for others 
to follow.  

That was his position as he 
spoke convincingly about his 
programme of  development 
for the council area during 
an extensive exclusive inter-
view with our correspond-
ent. 
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Although he regretted 
that Nnewi-South was cur-
rently operating from the 
council headquarters of  
Nnewi-North following 
reconstruction works and 
replacements at the coun-
cil secretariat Ukpor, he be-
lieves very strongly that Nne-
wi-South will set the pace for 
rural development in Anam-
bra state. 

Aniagboso said Nne-
wi-South is a local govern-

ment with ten communities 
and seemed to be the worst 
hit by insecurity. He told our 
correspondent that the local 
government secretariat was 
set on fire by hoodlums on 
two separate occasions and 
that several Divisional Police 
Stations were also destroyed 
in the area. 

He said several vehicles 
belonging to the police and 
the Anambra State Vigilante 
Group were burnt and de-

Umuoyima youths charged to maintain
peace, cooperation
By Ikenna Orioha

Y
ouths of  Umuoyima 
autonomous com-
munity in Owerri 

Municipal Local Govern-
ment Area of  Imo State, 
have been charged to main-
tain peace, tolerate and co-
operate with one another to 
achieve a common purpose 
that will benefit them, their 
families and the community 
at large.

This charge for unity of  
purpose was given by the 
Youth Chairman of  Umu-
oyima autonomous commu-
nity, Comrade Ugochukwu 
Nze, when he addressed a 
gathering, during a function, 
last week, in Owerri.

Nze stressed that Umu-
oyima community is calm 
and peaceful given to the 
unity and love that exist 
among the youth, elders 
and political leaders of  the 
area, reflecting that despite 
their community being in 
the urban centre, he and his 
team have taken security of  
lives and property as their 
priority, adding that he has 
ensured that every young 
person is engaged in mean-

ingful businesses, advising 
the youth of  the area to shun 
social vices while embracing 
God and resourcefulness in 
order to succeed, thanking 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
for appointing an indigene 
of  Umuoyima community 
SOLAD of  Owerri Munici-
pal Council, describing them 
as law abiding people.

“Umuoyima autonomous 
community has maintained 
a long time cordial rela-

stroyed. That some members 
of  the vigilantes equally had 
their houses burnt by crimi-
nal elements. 

The TC chairman also 
expressed sadness that pre-
cious innocent lives were lost 
in the heat of  the mayhem.

However, the Nne-
wi-South local government 
chairman informed that the 
situation has drastically im-
proved and that public safety 
has returned as people now 
live normal lives devoid of  
panic and phobia. 

He said, “By the grace 
of  God, the Governor Pro-
fessor Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo has shown dexterity 
and commitment in tackling 
insecurity not just in Nne-
wi-South but the entire An-
ambra state. Nnewi-South 
is relatively calm now and 
the governor should be com-
mended.” 

According to him, Nne-
wi-South and other local 
governments in Anam-
bra-South senatorial zone 
seemed to be entry and exit 
points for hoodlums but he 
was delighted that the gov-
ernor has mobilised security 
operatives in all the entry 

and exit points to Anambra 
state in order to reclaim the 
communities from hood-
lums. 

Aniagboso noted that 
the situation was so intense 
such that the hoodlums were 
running the communities as 
merchandise. Although he 
said the governor extended 
an olive branch to the hood-
lums asking them to cease 
fire and choose peace but 
unfortunately they chose 
war and the governor un-
leashed war on them, setting 
Nnewi-South and the entire 
Anambra-South free from 
the captivity of  the outlaws. 

The TC chairman there-
fore stated that Nnewi-South 
local government is set to 
embrace the plans and vi-
sions of  the state governor, 
having distilled them into 
short, medium and long 
term programmes to en-
sure that the council area 
emerged the best local gov-
ernment in terms of  educa-
tion, health, infrastructure, 
environment, agriculture 
and a host of  other sectors 
which guarantee  sustainable 
development in all spheres.

tionship with their tenants. 
The unity among us is what 
strengthens the security net-
work of  our area. Hence I 
charge our youths to main-
tain the tempo in order to 
advance unity, peaceful co-
existence, cooperation, inter-
nal peace, social comfort and 
economic success. Owerri is 
our home, we are obligat-
ed to enliven it”, the youth 
chairman said.

Nze promised to work 

with other security agencies 
to ensure that there will not 
be any security interference 
or breach of  law and order, 
imploring the SOLAD of  
Owerri Municipal Coun-
cil, Hon. Nze Christian to 
often work in tandem with 
the youth of  Umuoyima 
community to engage more 
youths in the day to day 
running of  governmental 
programs as they affect the 
people for a better result.

Gov. Soludo receives Peter Obi to Anambra.

Umahi condoles with Catholic community 
over demise of Rev Fr Eselu in auto crash
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has condoled 

with the Catholic commu-
nity over the demise of  Rev 
Fr Raymond Ifeanyi Eselu 
in auto crash. Recall that Fr 
Eselu died in an auto crash 
on August 17 in front of  
the St. Theresa’s Catholic 
Church, Abakaliki after at-
tending the burial of  his col-
league, Rev. Fr. Christopher 
Agwu. 

The governor in a state-
ment by his special Assis-
tant on Media and strategy, 
Chooks Oko in Abakaliki 
described Fr Eselu’s death as 
rude shock. “I commiserate 
with the Universal Roman 
Catholic Church, the Ab-
akaliki Diocese in particular 
and Roman Catholic faithful 
all over the World especially 
the Ezza Ofu congregation 
where he was pastor.”

“I also empathize with 
Abacha Community and the 
entire government and peo-
ple of  Anambra State over 

this irreplaceable loss.” “In 
Father Eselu, Ebonyi State 
Catholic community has lost 
a reliable, humble and dutiful 
Priest with track record of  
faithfulness and dedication.”

 “We are consoled by his 
indelible ecclesiastical land-
marks in service to God and 
humanity while he lived.”  

The Governor urged those 
who are affected by the death 
to take solace in the promis-
es of  God, knowing full well 
that the Almighty whom he 
served would reward him 
eternally in His blossom.

Gunmen kill one,
abduct businessman,
others in Imo State

u n m e n 

Gsuspected to be 
kidnappers on 

Friday evening killed an 
auto mechanic identified 
as Valentine Enwerem 
a n d  k i d n a p p e d  a 
businessman identified 
as Aloysius Onuekwusi.

T h e  i n c i d e n t 
happened after U-turn, 
at Nkwo Orji market 
junction on Owerri-
Okigwe Road in Owerri 
N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area, Imo 
State.

It was gathered that 
the late driver, who 
sensed the presence of  
the gunmen, tried to 
manoeuvre  h i s  way 
t h r o u g h  b u t  w a s 
immediately shot dead at 
c l o s e  r a n g e .  T h e 
deceased was from the 
I k e d u r u  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state and his wife sells 
t h i n g s  b e s i d e  h i s 
workshop.

After shooting him 
d e a d ,  t h e  g u n m e n 
kidnapped the three 
persons he was carrying 
in a vehicle.

O nu e k w u s i  wa s 
abducted around the 
same area in front of  his 
h o u s e  s h o r t ly  a f t e r 
m a k i n g  a  c a s h  a n d 
rappers  donat ion to 
Obilubi women during 
t h e i r  2 0 2 2  A u g u s t 
meeting.

According to the 
witness, “Our brother, 
Aloysius Onuekwusi has 
been kidnapped. An auto 
mechanic with a white 
H i l u x  o n  t r y i n g  t o 
negotiate a bend of  the 
U-turn was shot dead. 
The gunmen fired many 
shots into the air to 
escape from the scene.”

He further said the 
development has brought 
the women's August 
meeting to an abrupt end 
because the victim's wife 
is the women's leader.

The Police Public 

Relations Officer, PPRO 

in Imo State, Micheal 

Abattam, had yet to 

respond to an inquiry 

concerning the incidents 

as of  press time.
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Editorial

nsecurity in Nigeria has indeed, Ireached a disturbing level that 
consumed scores of lives of innocent 

civilians, foreigners, members of the 
nation's security sector, elected officials 
and many government and private 
workers.

The  cha l lenge  has  assumed a 
formidable dimension that not only 
requires a multi stakeholder approach, as 
it is being touted in various quarters, in 
quelling this conflagration threatening 
Nigeria's statehood, but also necessitates 
a revival and reinforcement of moral 
values and virtues. 

National security is a premise for 
n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  g r ow t h  a n d 
development of nations. This is because 
peaceful nations attract foreign investors 
while the domestic investors freely 
operate the economy with little or no 
tensions and apprehensions.

Security is the pillar upon which every 
meaningful development could be 
achieved and sustained. Nigeria as a 
n a t i o n  s t a t e  h a s  w i t n e s s e d 
unprecedented series of agitations in the 
forms of kidnapping and abduction, 
armed robberies, bombing, and carnages 
of all forms and magnitude in the past 
decade and a half. 

The thirst for blood and the preference 
for violence in expressing pent-up 
frustration and disenchantment with the 
state, its citizens and national totems 
may be a pointer to the need to revive 
moral values and virtues within the 
socio-economic, political, religious and 
educational institutions in the country. 

Nigerian leaders, politicians and 
other stakeholders must be forced to 
evince and uphold moral values and 
virtues in all their conduct in order to 
lead by example and to avoid heating up 
the polity unnecessarily by their conducts 
and comments which sometimes incite 
violence in their followers. 

This study advocates that the country 
should begin to live by the credo that no 
leader's political ambition is worth the 
drop of any Nigerian's blood. It also 
argues that when moral values are 
subscribed to by leaders, they will not be 
involved in the manipulation of the 
electoral process, official corruption and 
other vices which fester the deep wounds 
already nursed by different segments in 
the polity. Consequently, the security 
challenge in Nigeria throws a moral 
challenge to all and sundry to live by high 
moral standards that place a value on life, 
that seek peaceful means to conflict 
resolution and that promote justice, 
equity, fairness and empathy in the 

country.
Indeed the entire nation, to lament the 

loss of their loved ones, investments and 
absence of safety in most parts of the 
country. The number of violent crimes 
such as kidnappings, ritual killings, 
carjackings, suicide bombings, religious 
killings, politically-motivated killing 
and violence, ethnic clashes, armed 
banditry and others has increasingly 
become the order of the day.

The government may have tried 
everything from “force-for-force” to 
carrot-and-stick approach to diplomacy 
but the problem seems to rise with 
greater monstrosity like the proverbial 
phoenix. There has also been strong 
advocacy for a multi-stakeholder 
intervention to the insecurity question 
rather than lean on military options 
alone but the problem has defied the 
present medication it is getting. This may 
not be unconnected with the increasing 
ethnic hate, religious bigotry, political 
rivalry and a growing population of 
disgruntled citizens in the country who 
feel that they have been short-changed 
and given very limited or no access to the 
common patrimony. 

It could be argued that the primordial 
tendencies of various ethnic groups 
towards violence, the perennial eruption 
of  various ethnic militias and the 
preponderant religious fundamentalism 
in place, given expression to by some 
sections of  the dominant religious 
establ ishments  in  Niger ia,  have 
inevitably aggravated the scale and 
propensity of insecurity and widened its 
scope in various ramifications. 

Not only has the continued state of 
insecurity threatened the very fabric of 
national integration in the country and 
created the ecology of fear, disquiet and 
anxiety, it has also meted a deadly blow 
to  indus t r ia l  deve lopment .  The 
destr uction of  the badly needed 
infrastructure has taken the country 
many years backwards. The government 
has continued to trudge on in the face of 
this daring challenge and has continued 
to evolve strategies to contain or douse 
this conflagration. 

Meanwhile, academic writers, social 
researchers, scholars, security experts 
and consultants have also not rested in 
making diverse recommendations and 
probable solutions to address this 
national blight. 

It is also our submission that building 
strong moral values and virtues will 
helpful in tackling the monstrous 
foundations of insecurity in the country.

Insecurity challenges in Nigeria:

Possible way out
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Fire for FireOpinion

igeria is an interesting 

Nnation when it comes to 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d 

transparency in management of  
public finances. The leaders are 
global actors in the complicity of  
corruption, and the followers are 
apologists of  their leaders in the 
theatre of  corruption, provided 
ethnicity and religion bind them. 
Global indexes on corruption and 
other related indexes do not help 
matters. They are rich with 
information that is research 
friendly, especially, if  one is a 
cynic of  this regime.

Animals as Metaphor of  
C o r r u p t i o n :  I n  N i g e r i a , 
corruption is a relative concept 
depending on who committed the 
act, who was the beneficiaries of  
the corrupt practices, who got 
caught and who is prosecutable. 
Perhaps, that is why Chinua 
Achebe in his book, the Trouble 
w i t h  N i ge r i a ,  1 9 8 3 ,  s a i d , 
“Keeping an average Nigerian 
from being corrupt is like keeping 
a goat from eating a yam. Just as a 
g o a t  n e e d s  y a m  f o r  i t s 
nourishment, so does a Nigerian 
needs corruption for his survival.” 
What an ignominy of  analogy! 
But the bitter the pill, the better the 
panacea. That is not to say all 
Nigerians are corrupt. Just 
yesterday a Nigerian police officer 
was commended for refusing 
$200,000 bribe.

Achebe's metaphor of  a goat in 
describing corruption is now 
becoming a reality. His prose has 
shown that there are instances 
when a metaphor can become a 
personified reality. Today in 
N i ge r i a ,  e s p e c i a l ly  u n d e r 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
animals are the center of  a lot of  
corruption controversies. If  the 
Corruption Perception Index 
(CPI) is applicable to animals, 
animals in Nigeria will receive a 
lot of  laureates and accolades of  
'ignominy'. This is because in 
Nigeria, 'grass-cutting' (which 
later became popular as 'grass-
cutter')  was alleged to gulp 
�544M, a snake was accused of  
swallowing �36 Million, and a 
gorilla swallowed the highest 
amount; �6.8 Billion in Kano 
Zoo. Python and crocodiles have 
selective places they choose to  
'dance' and 'smile', and the latest 
stunt is that of  termites eating up 
d o c u m e n t s  c o n t a i n i n g 
expenditures worth �17b. And 
currently, the intriguing news is 
that, the Minister of  Agriculture 
in Nigeria, said �19b was used to 
clear the bushes where some of  
these animals resided. Is this 
creating another impression that 
p e r h a p s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  

agriculture is searching for these 
animals  to ar rest  via  bush 
clearing?

The first popular saga alluding 
to the metaphor of  animal in 
corruption scandal is the grass-
cutting gate. This is a corruption 
case involving millions of  naira 
relating to the office of  the 
Presidential Intervention in 
North East (PINE). The main 
actor in this theatre was the 
former SGF. The case is still on 
trial.

C o r r u p t i o n  b y  a n i m a l 
kingdom in Nigeria is not only 
restricted to politics alone. It also 
permeates the educational sector. 
I n  2 0 1 8 ,  w h e n  t h e  J o i n t 
Admission and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) could not account 
for �36 Million, the Clerk, said 
that the amount was swallowed by 
a snake- a great mystery of  the 
21st Century.

In 2019, report has it that a 
gorilla swallowed �6.8 Million in 
Kano Zoo. In response to this 
development, the governor of  
Kano State, Abdullahi Ganduje 
assured Nigerians that the matter 
is under investigation. Up to now, 
no cogent update was given either 
in favour or against the gorilla.

A l s o,  a n i m a l s  a r e  u s e d 
symbolically to promote extra-
judicial killings in the guise of  
security operations. In promoting 
security in the South East, the 
Crocodile is ready to smile and the 
Python is ready to dance, but in 
checking bandits and terrorist in 
Nigeria, smiling and dancing are 
not attributes of  animals. With 
this, both python and crocodile 
are on recess. Moral lesson-
python and crocodile are only 
active against the Southerners, but 
when it comes to security in the 
North, these ferocious animals 
are kept in Zoo.

Recently, the Nigeria Social 
Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) 
said that termites have eaten the 
documents evincing transaction 
of  �17b. The question to ask is 
when did the transaction occur? 
What were the other alternative 
m e a n s  o f  e f f e c t i n g  t h e 
transactions? What were the 
previous, and the latest audit 
reports of  that organization? 
Also, what role has other financial 
institutions played in monitoring 
such transactions?

The  recent  re fe rence  to 
termites destroying the receipt is 
n o t  o n l y  p a t h e t i c  b u t  a 
metaphysical horror. It further 
shows how retarded Nigeria 
pub l i c  s ec to r  i s,  and  how 
inefficient our institutions are.

What is even puerile about 
references to animals as the 
perpetrators of  the corrupt act is 
that authors of  those statements 

are not metaphorical, but real. 
They are not figurative, but literal 
in what they meant. I think it is 
high time for People for the 
Ethical Treatments of  Animals 
(PETA) to institute a class action 
against Nigerian public office 
holders for defaming animals for 
acts that are purely committed by 
human beings.

In  legal  par lance,  cases 
involving animal liability, the 
animals per se, cannot be sued for 
any act they committed; rather it 
is their owners who will be 
responsible for the acts of  their 
animals. Lawyers call this a 
doctrine of  vicarious liability. As 
such the question to ask is who 
owns the grass-cuter, the naira 
swallowing snakes, the dancing 
python, the smiling crocodile and 
the receipts eating termites? By 
law, all these animals are under 
the care and protection of  their 
owners (including government), 
as most of  them are wild animals. 
That is why the government has 
Zoo. Thus, the escape of  grass 
cutter,  snakes,  python and 
crocodiles into human habitation 
to wreak havoc to Nigeria's public 
finance and the citizens is a clear 
indication that something is 
wrong with the management of  
the Nigerian Zoo. Thus, are 
N i ge r i a n s  p r o m p t  b y  t h i s 
development to agree with 
Nnamdi Kanu's allusion to 
Nigeria as Zoo? One's freedom of  
opinion is allowed here.

As of  termites, it is animus 
terra habitus that lives in soil and 
since all lands belongs to the 
gover nment.  Termites  only 
operate in a habitation where its 
victim is abandoned. It acts on 
abandoned proper ty.  Thus, 
termites eating vouchers implies 
negligence on part of  those 
entrusted with the custody of  
preserving those documents. As 
such you cannot blame a vulture 
for perching over a carcass.

 Symbolic Imports of  Animals 
in African Value System and 
Nigerian Paradox

Some of  the animals referred 
to as culprits of  corruptions by 
Nigerians are revered 'spirits' in 
African cultures. Socially, they are 
symbols of  prestige and virtue; 
religiously, they are totems and 
deities of  some people, and 
culturally, they are ancestors of  
some people. Here one must 
r e s p e c t  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  o f  
traditional worshipers (who 
venerate these animals), because 
referring to some of  these animals 
as agents of  corruption, is an 
attack on their deities that should 
have aroused the accusation of  
blasphemy, but they choose to 
overlook.

In animal world, a snake 
represents wisdom, healing and 
protection, but in Nigeria, it is 
portrayed with vices of  theft and 
vandalism. The hailing symbol of  
snakes is manifested in the fact 
that one of  the Greek Heroes, 
Asclepius,  associated with 
medicine and study of  poison, has 
a snake as his symbol. That is why 
the staff  of  the Cardescius also 
has a snake encircling a staff. 
Christians and Jews also allude to 
the import of  the symbolic 
healing of  snake, when Moses 
made a bronze serpent to look up 
to for healing.

Animal experts say whenever 
one sees grass-cuter in a dream it 
symbolizes popular support and 
generosity, but the story in 
'Nigerian Dream' is a different 
one. The 'grass-cutter' in Nigeria is 
a 'greedy animal' that gulped 
public finances to the detriment of  
outstanding arrears, salaries and 
other emoluments of  Nigerians.

Gorilla represents dignity, 
good leadership and family. The 
family import of  gorilla is tenable 
from the scientific findings that all 
human beings belongs or evolved 
along the family lines with gorilla. 
Thus, one expects that 'gorilla' in 
Kano Zoo should have been a 
s y m b o l  o f  d i g n i t y,  g o o d 
leadership and familihood. 
However, the 'gorilla' in Kano 
preferred to do the opposite- in 
p l a c e  o f  d i g n i ty,  i t  c hose 
ignominy, in place of  good 
leadership, it chose kleptocracry 
(by swallowing mill ions of  
Naira), and in place of  family, it 
elected to be a loner. The gorilla 
allegory fits aptly into Nigeria's 
context today where there is no 
d igni ty  in  leadership.  Bad 
l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  h e l p e d  i n 
disuniting the 'Nigerian Family' 
along the religious and ethnic 
lines. That is what the action of  
the gorilla in Kano symbolizes 
about Nigeria.

Te r m i t e s  s y m b o l i c a l l y 
represent overcoming challenges, 
capacity building and confidence 
among other things. The termites 
would have been an ideal animal 
symbolism that Nigeria needs in 
times like this. Nigeria as a nation 
has a gargantuan challenge to 
overcome. In order to do that, 
capacity building of  Nigerian 
l e a d e r s  a n d  f o l l owe r s  a r e 
necessary. Confidence in the 
leadership of  Nigeria needs to be 
addressed. Thus, the termites 
ought to be a national 'totem' that 
Nigeria direly needs in a time like 
this. Instead, the NSITF has 
chosen to give termites a different 
nomenclature as 'terrorist' who 
wreck havoc on our public 
finances.

Grass cutters, snakes and 
termites are animals with friendly 
and nice attributes, did not make 
Nigeria 'smile'  and 'dance. ' 
Rather, the animals that make 
Nigerians smile and dance are the 
c r o c o d i l e s  a n d  p y t h o n s . 
Symbolists will tell us that 
crocodile represents deceit and 
danger. In another clime, seeing 
crocodile in dream means that 
danger lies ahead. A question that 
this reader needs to ask is, 
considering the current wave of  
unbridled insecurity in Nigeria 
and political turmoil, is the 
crocodile omen a reality? May 
God save Nigeria.

Python is another animal that 
has a good symbolism in animal 
world. In West African tradition, 
Python is believed to protect 
people from slavery. Hence it 
attracts the veneration of  its 
followers. It is apposite to say that 
Nigerians needs python in times 
like this. They need python that 
will save them from slavery of  
banditry, kidnapping, terrorism 
and other social malaise. This is 
the type of  python that they will 
need so that they can dance to the 
tune of  liberty.

Because of  the role of  python 
as a protector, it is believed that if  
one sees a python in a dream, it 
symbolizes a sign of  vigour and 
s t rength to  overcome.  The 
question is how many Nigerians 
are dreaming along that line? 
How many Nigerian have seen 
crocodiles as a protector in their 
dreams? For if  in reality, a python, 
cannot  prove the symbolic 
imports of  python as powerful 
agent against  insecurity in 
Nigeria, it will be difficult to 
believe what the python stands for 
i n  a  d r e a m .  F o r 
dreams/symbolisms will make 
more meanings of  tallies with 
reality on ground.

Conclusion
The reference to animals as 

culpri ts  or  conspirators  of  
corruption in Nigeria is not 
speaking well about us in 21st 
Century. Such views portray 
Nigeria as a nation that is still with 
the mindset of  Stone Age. It is the 
opinion of  this writer that these 
cases should be prosecuted to 
logical conclusions. We also 
enjoined anti-graft agencies (May 
God increase their wisdom) to 
keep records of  all these spurious 
c a s e s  a n d  p r o s e c u t e  t h e 
perpetrators of  such acts of  
corruption.  After that, let the 
world know the outcome of  these 
trials so that these animals could 
be vindicated against  such 
allegations. Animals' dignity 
should be respected in Nigeria, 
even in words.
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Animals as culprits of  corruption:

The Nigerian story
By Godfree Matthew
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TFML receives ISO Certifications, assuring
exceptional, qualitative service delivery
By Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A 
leading facilities 
management com-
pany, Total Facili-

ties Management Limited, 
TFML, have received the 
much valued ISO certifica-
tions, as a well deserved mer-
it for harwork and attain-
ment of  new frontiers in the 
facility management sector.

The Managing Director, 
Mrs. Nwando Chukwurah 
while expressing gratitude 
to God for taking the estab-
lishment to a great height, 
assured that Total Facilities 
Management Limited shall 
continue to render excep-
tional qualitative services to 
customers.

Speaking during official 
presentation ceremony of  
ISO Certificates to the Com-
pany in Abuja, August 16, 
2022, the Managing Direc-
tor, Mrs. Chukwurah, in an 
emotionally laden address 
captioned “A New Dawn”  
said “Today marks a mile-
stone for us as an organi-
zation, as we secure ISO 
certifications for Quality 
and Occupational Health & 
Safety (QOH&S) IMS.” 

Saying that the attainment 
of  the ISO QOH&S Inte-
grated Management System 
certifications has further 

demonstrated the Compa-
ny’s commitments to bench-
marking international best 
practices. 

Mrs Nwando revealed that 
to attain the feat, TFML im-
bibed and incorporated the 
methodology of  PLAN-DO-
CHECK-ACT (PDCA) and 
risk-based thinking, in assur-
ance of  continuous quality 
improvement and occupa-
tional health and safety of  its 
people and customers.

The MD explained that 
the QUALITY MANAGE-
MENT SYSTEM – ISO 
9001:2015 implies the focus 
of  quality approach in meet-
ing customers expectations, 
while the OCCUPATION-
AL HEALTH AND SAFE-
TY MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM– ISO 45001:2018 
certifies that the system 
strives in promoting a safe 
and healthy working envi-
ronment. 

According to her  “Achiev-
ing and complying with one 
of  the international stand-
ards is good, but having both 
is quite unique in the Facil-
ity Management industry, 
saying that the management 
of  Total Facilities Manage-
ment Limited TFML, will 
not rest on their oars, as they 
will continue to press until 
they secure ISO 41001:2018 
FM – Management System 

in addition to other relevant 
certifications that are sine-
qua-non with exceptional 
qualitative service delivery 
systems in line with interna-
tional standards. 

Mrs Nwando further ex-
plained that TFML is com-
mitted to excellence and 
improving processes in com-
pliance with legal, statutory 

and regulatory requirements 
to ensure adequate safety 
of  all, in a responsible and 
proactive manner. Conclud-
ing, the MD, Nwando Mrs 
Chukwurah appreciated 
the staff  and management 
of  TFML team for working 
tirelessly in making the feat 
possible. 

 In his reaction, the Execu-

Observers witnessing the closure of Relief Shopping Plaza in Owerri, last week.

tive Director, Corporate Ser-
vices, Mr John Ekpenyong 
stated the road to the level 
the TFML has attained has 
not been rosy, explaining that 
Total Facilities Management 
Limited’s rising from hum-
ble beginnings to becoming 
an ISO certified Organiza-
tion was not an easy task. 

Mr John Ekpenyong com-

mended the doggedness of  
the Managing Director Mrs 
Nwando Chukwurah for her 
visionary tenacity in piloting 
the affairs of  the establish-
ment to a remarkable height.

Highlights of  the occasion 
was the Presentation of  the 
Certificates by representa-
tives of  the certifying organ-

Govt seals Relief Market Shopping Plaza
for non remittance of revenues 

O
n Thursday the 18th, 
2022, two persons al-
leged actively used by 

the former Governor Rochas 
Okorocha’s Sister to deprive 
the state government of  rev-
enues accruing from the state 
government owned market 
facility were apprehended by 
agents of  the state govern-
ment and taken into custody 
of  a law enforcement agency.

The recovery operation 
was led by the Special Ad-
viser on Special Duties, Nze 
Chinasa Nwaneri and assist-
ed by the president of  Imo 
Market Association, Mr. 
Emmanuel Ezeanochie.

Having failed several invi-
tations of  the state govern-
ment thru their agents, the 
last resort was to go to where 
they were hiding to appre-
hend them to answer for their 
crimes.

Relief  Shopping plaza is 
one of  the many looted pub-
lic property by the Okoro-
cha’s which the government 
of  the day are consistently in 
sync to recover for Imo peo-
ple.

The two arrested men are 
Okorocha’s lackeys used to 
not only deprive the state 
government of  the accruing 
revenues but to also defile all 

government’s directives on 
account that they are not an-
swerable to the government 
of  the day. Such a treasona-
ble felony!

From the available records; 
since the inception of  this 
administration, no single rev-
enue has been accrued from 
that Shopping Plaza as there 
is zero amount on the gov-
ernment’s subheads because 
the Okorocha’s have consist-
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ently defiled the constituted 
authority in the state.

Economic sabotage is a 
serious crime. Infact, it is 
viewed as a treasonable felo-
ny in some climes.

Recently, at the beginning 
of  this month of  August, 13 
Naval Officers and ratings 
were court martialed on ac-
count of  economic sabotage 
against the government.

Their offences ranged from 

conniving with crude oil 
thieves to pipeline vandalism 
and other maritime infrac-
tions against the government.

No government takes eco-
nomic saboteurs lightly as 
they assert all instruments of  
force to get rid of  them from 
the system.

It is unfortunate that the 
two men who are now cur-
rently in custody of  law 
enforcement agencies are 
victims of  the Okorocha’s 
greed.

Woman allegedly killed by stray
bullet in Ohafia
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
female trader at 
Ebem, the headquar-
ters of  Ohafia LGA 

of  Abia State has been hit by 
a stray bullet. 

The trader was hit by one 
of  the bullets fired around 
the motor park area of  the 
community, when some un-
known gunmen and a group 
of  security men engaged in a 
gun battle in the community, 
late afternoon of  Wednes-
day.  

The female trader, accord-
ing to a source may have 
died of  the bullet injury she 
sustained. The community 
source who owns a shop in 
the Ebem area, explained 
that one of  the unknown 
gunmen riding in a motorcy-
cle and one soldier were also 
hit by bullets during the gun 
battle between the  the gun-
men and  the security men. 

According to the trader, 
the cause of  the Wednes-
day clash was not known 
as he and other residents 
took to their heels, on hear-
ing blasts of  gun shots in 
the densely populated com-
munity. Many shop owners 
and transporters, according 

to him, quickly closed their 
shops and loading grounds 
after the incident on Wednes-
day over the incident. 

Though the shooting took 
place on Wednesday, tension 
continued on Thursday as 
soldiers were also seen pa-
trolling the Ebem Township 
to maintain peace, with the 
area still looking deserted of  
human and vehicular move-
ments. 

Few commercial vehicles 
coming from Umuahia or 
other towns like Abriba, Ig-
bere and Item into Ohafia, 
hurriedly dropped their pas-
sengers at Amaekpu or Elu 
towns of  Ohafia and quickly 
left Ohafia. 

A trader who transport-
ed his loads of  goods from 
Umuahia to Ohafia on 
Thursday, lamented that 
the perishable goods were 
brought back to Umuahia by 
the driver that conveyed it, as 
according to him, the driver 
of  the commercial vehicle 
returned the goods to Umua-
hia after making a U-TURN 
at Amaekpu. The Public 
Relations Officer of  14 Bri-
gade Nigerian Army Ohafia, 
Innocent Omale was yet to 
speak on the development, as 
at the time of  this report.

Anambra govt seals Police bank, hotels,
others over non-payment of taxes, levies 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has sealed 
off  no fewer than 

25 banks and hotels operat-
ing within the state capital, 
Awka, for failure to pay their 
taxes and levies to the state. 

The facilities sealed are: 
Nigeria Police Force Micro 
Finance Bank, Mumbai Fes-
tus Hotel, Finotel Classic 
Hotel, and Shalom Hotel, 
all in Awka. Others include: 
Zaramax Hotel, New World 
Lounge, Summit Splen-
dor Hotel, Ndiolu Micro 

Finance Bank, Landmark 
Hotel Nibo, among others. 
News Echo gathered that 
the facilities were sealed by 
the Anambra State Internal 
Revenue Service (AIRS) 
over the weekend.

The levies were mainly 
those of  sanitation, busi-
ness premises and sundry 
government taxes. Head 
of  the team and desk of-
ficer in charge of  Anambra 
State Waste Management 
Authority (ASWAMA) in 
the Anambra State Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Mr. 
James-Morgan Ezeodili, 
who disclosed this in a state-

ment, said the enforcement 
was made following a court 
order on 11th August 2022 
to seal off  the businesses. 

“This is because of  their 
refusal or failure to appear 
in court, after being served 
with writ of  summons, as 
they refused to pay stipu-
lated levies to state govern-
ment. 

“The exercise (sealing of  
businesses) was part of  the 
state government’s resolve 
to boost its revenue, and to 
ensure that the environment 
was clean by removal of  
wastes across the roads and 
streets in the state.”

... Cites Okorocha’s sister’s continued interference
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Foreign News

L
oaded with medical 
supplies on the way to 
the Polish-Ukrainian 
border, loaded with ref-

ugees on the way back. More 
than 300 pilots from around the 
world have joined the private 
humanitarian mission ‘Ukraine 
Air Rescue.’John Bone could 
have continued to take it easy in 
his cottage in the seaside town 
of  Apalachicola, and nobody 
would have blamed him. En-
joy the sun and one of  the most 
beautiful beaches on the Gulf  of  
Mexico, give a few flying lessons 
every now and then, and other-
wise enjoy his well-deserved re-
tirement.

But John Bone is no ordinary 
71-year-old. The American has 
flown around the world in his be-
loved Cirrus SR22 twice already.

That’s why, when he heard 
about the Ukraine Air Rescue 
initiative in faraway Germany, 
he knew what he had to do. Af-
ter all, who better than him to fly 
relief  supplies to Mielec, Poland, 
about 60 kilometers (37 miles) 
from the Ukrainian border.

“So, I got in my plane, first to 
Canada, then Greenland, from 
there to Iceland and Scotland. 
After five days I was in Germany 
and volunteered my services for 
two months, July and August.”

Bone, a wiry man with a full 
beard, describes his journey to 
Germany as if  it were child’s 
play -- probably because he has 
spent much of  his life in the air. 
He has been flying since he was 
a teenager, and worked for Delta 
Air Lines as a pilot for 36 years -- 
he could practically fly his usual 
route from Atlanta to Frankfurt 
in his sleep. On the tail of  his air-
craft are the flags of  the 35 coun-

tries the globetrotter has visited 
so far.

“I think it’s important to do 
everything you can with whatev-
er resources are available to you 
to help Ukraine. In my case that’s 
a plane, so I brought it with me,” 
Bone said.

Refugees become friends
Bone has already flown hun-

dreds of  backpacks filled with 
first aid supplies into Poland and 
carried refugees to Germany on 
the way back. He has since be-
come friends with some of  them 
on Facebook and describes with 
a smile how he now has almost 
as many Ukrainian friends as 
friends from back home.

“Everyone that you bring to 
Germany is incredibly grateful. 
Today I will be flying back with 
a Ukrainian war hero who needs 
to go to hospital,” he said. “It’s 
an awesome experience when 

you feel that you are making a 
difference. And we are definitely 
making a difference.”

That Bone can make a differ-
ence has a lot to do with Kay 
Wolf. The US pilot would still 
be teaching aviation enthusiasts 
in Apalachicola how to fly if  the 
52-year-old and his friend Stefan 
Sahling hadn’t had a bold idea 
shortly after the Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine.

“We philosophized about what 
we do best,” Wolf  said. “Process-
es, because we have 30 years ex-
perience working in manufactur-
ing. Secondly, IT for organizing. 
And thirdly, flying. Stefan is a 
pilot and I have been flying with 
him for 15 years. We thought, if  
5 to 10 from our circle of  friends 
joined us, we could really make a 
difference.”

Pilots from across the globe
That handful of  people has 

Ukraine Air Rescue:
Small planes, big mission

now increased to 313 registered 
pilots, some of  whom fly the 
missions at their own expense. 
Among them are former cap-
tains, engineers, and professional 
soldiers -- and of  course, retir-
ees like Bone. They come from 
many countries including Ken-
ya, Ecuador, and Canada.

Ukraine Air Rescue has set 
off  for Mielec 69 times so far, 
from Hangelar near Bonn, or 
Augsburg, or Mainz. They have 
carried more than 17,000 kilos 
(37,500 pounds) of  cargo, includ-
ing cancer medication, first-aid 
kits, and dialysis machines that 
needed to be rushed to Ukraine. 
The supplies mostly come from 
the depot of  the Cologne-based 
relief  organization Blau-Gel-
bes Kreuz, which translates as 
Blue-Yellow Cross, named for 
the colors of  the Ukrainian flag.

“Recently, we got a call on a 

Testing the planes.

Saturday morning that a specific 
and rare medication was needed 
on the Ukraine-Moldova border 
because an injured Ukrainian 
had developed antibiotic resist-
ance. We organized a flight from 
Dublin -- and the patient received 
his first infusion that evening,” 
Wolf  recalled.

Deliveries for Bucha
Ukraine Air Rescue also pro-

vided aid to Bucha, the town 
which became infamous world-
wide for the atrocities commit-
ted by Russian soldiers. Working 
with the Criminal Investigation 
Department of  the Cologne po-
lice and the Blue-Yellow Cross, 
dozens of  rape kits, used for gath-
ering and preserving evidence of  
sexual assault, were brought to 
the airport in Mainz. Also being 
transported: the morning-after 
pill and 200 kilos of  body bags.

Flash flooding in Bavaria, Austria as heat wave breaks

B
one-dry ground in Southern 
Germany and Austria was 
unable to absorb heavy rains 

as they finally fell overnight. In oth-
er parts of  Germany, the wait for 
promised and plentiful precipitation 
continued.Fire departments in Ba-
varia were kept busy overnight as 
storms and heavy rains prompted 
flash floods with drains and the dry 
earth unable to cope with the sudden 
precipitation.

Basements flooded, trees were 
blown over on public roads, and 
police reported several road traffic 
accidents related to aquaplaning 
(when there’s so much water under 
a vehicle’s tires that it severs the car’s 
contact with the road and causes the 

driver to lose all or almost all con-
trol).

Firefighters reported that rainwa-
ter was running off  fields and mead-
ows towards streets, homes and 
basements. The German Weather 
Service (DWD) had issued storm 
warnings for much of  the country 
overnight.

It said on Saturday that the extent 
of  the damage overnight had been 
less serious than feared, but kept its 
highest storm warning level in place 
for the southeasternmost tip of  Ba-
varia for Saturday.

Bavaria’s flooding alert service 
said that streams and rivers that had 
been at dangerously low levels were 
filling up rapidly as water ran off  the 

soil and into the tributaries. Howev-
er, it said that “in mid-sized and larg-
er rivers” that were more accurately 
monitored, “the quantities of  rain 
have so far only led to a few isolated 
cases of  burst banks.”

It warned, however, that the un-
usual dry-then-wet weather would 
make accurate flood predictions and 
warnings extremely difficult.

Level 1 storm warnings, on a scale 
going up to four, are in place for vir-
tually all of  Germany on Saturday, 
with level 2, 3 or 4 warnings in parts 
of  eastern and southern Bavaria.

Neighboring Austria also hit hard
Southeastern Bavaria borders Aus-

tria, which was similarly affected 
overnight. Police said that accidents 

caused by falling trees killed five peo-
ple and injured 11 more.

The state of  Vorarlberg reported 
numerous streets and areas that were 
hit by flash flooding, as well as some 
localized minor landslides. However 
authorities also said that nobody was 
hurt and that the situation had start-
ed to ease by midnight.

A local highway and rail line were 
temporarily closed. Rail connections 
in the affected areas faced continued 
disruptions early on Saturday.

Earlier in the week, several days 
of  heavy rain had been forecast for 
most of  the country.

However, so far, this has only ma-
terialized in the south, and to a lesser 
degree, in the East of  Germany.
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Fire for Fire News Feature

housands  o f  Ebony i Tw o m e n  g r o u p  h a v e 
p r o t e s t e d  t h e 

maltreatment melted on them by 
Ebubeagu Security personnel in 
Ebonyi state at People's Club 
recreational centre where they 
supposed to have their August 
meeting. 

The women were seen crying 
as they protested round the 
Abakaliki city expressing their 
dissatisfaction over the action of  
Ebubeagu security operatives who 
allegedly disrupted their already 
scheduled August meeting.

T h e y  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e 
Ebubeagu Security Outfit invaded 
the venue of  the meeting with 
their branded vehicles and guns, 
cordoned off  the place, arrested 
some women, destroyed already 
set canopies, chairs, tables and 
confiscated some of  the materials 
for the event.

They said their rights had 
b e e n  v i o l a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e 
Constitution of  Nigeria which 
grants individuals and Citizens 
the right of  Association and 
peaceful gathering.

They cal led on Niger ia 
Government to come to their aid 
as their rights had been trampled 
upon.

The women in a statement 
titled “DESECRATION OF 
WOMANHOOD IN EBONYI 
STATE: IGP, FILDA, RIGHTS 
GROUPS SHOULD COME TO 
EBONYI WOMEN'S AID” 
described the incident as the 
desecration of  womanhood.

According to the statement 
s i g n e d  b y  M r s .  C h a r i t y 
Chukwuemeka ,  P re s iden t , 
Umuada Ebonyi Women, Hon. 

Amaka Chukwu, Coodinator, 
EBOWATAN, Mrs. Margret 
Nweke Chairperson, Ebonyi 
W i d o w s  F o r u m ,  A l o b u 
Seraphina, South-East Women 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  H o n .  N w a l i 
E u c h a r i a  U  ( Re p.  Fe m a l e 
Minis ters  of  God, ,  Amina 
Mustapha (House Community 
Wo m e n ) ,  a n d  M r s.  N g oz i 
Nwabueze ( President-General, 
Urban Women Organization), the 
aggrieved women further called 
on rights groups to come to their 
aid.

“This press briefing is aimed 
at calling for the aid of  the press, 
IGP, FILDA, and rights groups to 
the desecration of  the rights of  
women of  Ebonyi State using 
Ebubeagu Security Network. The 
Nigerian constitution guarantees 
freedom of  women. Articles 15(2) 
and 42 (1) a & b (2) (3) prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of  sex 
and ensure that men and women 
have equal access to the courts in 
matters of  contracts, torts and 
civil matters.

“The hard-working, Peace 
fostering women of  Ebonyi State 
under the aegis of  Federated 
Ebonyi Women Organization, 
were on this day 20th of  August 
2022, unjustifiably attacked, 
embarrassed and chased out of  
the venue of  their 2022 Annual 
August Meeting slated to hold in 
People's Club Hall, Abakaliki.

“This abominable act was 
carried out by the Ebubeagu 
Security outfit of  Ebonyi State.

“It is not new or alien to the 
Igbo Race that the entire women 
meet every August to discuss and 
c h a r t  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e 
developmental ideas and projects 
to improve the well-being and 
welfare of  our people.

“Notably, the annual August 
Mee t ing  i s  no t  a  pa r t i san 
gathering as it cuts across party 
lines and even involves women 
who never belonged to any 
political party.

“It is surprising therefore that 
the  Gover nor  knowing the 
impor tance  of  th is  annual 
gathering for the women and the 
society at large, facilitated this 
dehumanizing attack on this 
year's August Meeting that has the 
approval of  all relevant security 
agencies.

“It should be noted that 
Ebonyi State Government led by 
Governor David Umahi has over 
time maintained an enviable 
streak of  antagonism against the 
womenfolk ranging from the 
manhunt for the Ebonyi South 
APC senatorial aspirant, Princess 
Ann Agom-Eze who is currently 
on exile outside for aspiring to 
serve her senatorial district; two 
p r e v i o u s  d i s r u p t i o n s  a n d 
harassment of  Ebonyi women's 
lawful gatherings; and today's 
attack on Ebonyi Women's annual 
General August Meeting 2022 
were abducted by Governor 
Umahi's  Ebubeagu security 
militia and taken to Ebonyi State 
Government House, beaten up 
and s t r ipped  naked,  whi le 
delegates from Afikpo were forced 
back by another detachment of  
Governor Umahi's Ebubeagu 
militia who fired sporadically at 
the hapless women.

“ A r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e 
unwarranted disruption of  this 
year's August meeting, scheduled 
to hold this day, 20th of  August 
2022, our position are as follows: 
T h a t  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  a r e 
unreasonable and unwarranted 
i n f r i n g e m e n t s  o n  t h e 

constitutional rights of  the 
women of  Ebonyi State which 
must not be tolerated.

“That as mothers, we will 
speak to our sons and husbands to 
be in solidarity by standing with us 
in this protest against dictatorship.

“That despite the hardship 
meted on the women of  Ebonyi 
State through his unproductive 
leadership, he further attacked our 
women on this auspicious day, 
thereby subjecting us to further 
suffering.

“That he has infringed on the 
rights of  the entire Ebonyi 
Women and should be liable.

“That  fo r  un jus t i f i ab ly 
attacking and humiliating our 
women in this  sacri legious 
manner, Ebonyi women hereby 
call on the Inspector-general of  
Police and civil rights groups to 
come to our aid by ensuring that 
Governor Umahi's agents whom 
he used to perpetrate these crimes 
are  brought  to  book whi le 
Umahi ' s  mi l i t i a  known as 
Ebubeagu Security Network 
should be disbanded by the federal 
government.

“Ebonyi women want to 
remind Governor Umahi that he 
once galvanized support through 
th i s  u sua l  Annua l  Augus t 
gathering event, when he needed 
votes to ascend; and that he 
should refrain from actions that 
will pitch Ebonyi women against 
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w h i c h 
Governor Umahi is angry with 
because of  his disgrace in the APC 
presidential primary.

“Finally, Ebonyi women are 
encouraged that he should know 
that only votes count now and that 
THUGS will not count and may 
not vote.”

Confirming the incident 

when Journalists accosted him, 
the Special Assistant to the 
Governor on Internal Security, 
Mr. Panchris Ikechukwu Eze 
said members of  Ebubeagu 
operatives invaded the venue of  
the august meeting, following a 
Security tipoff.

According to him, Ebubeagu 
operatives got a tip off  that 
members of  Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, IPOB, were going to 
have a meeting at People's Club 
and so, we went there to make 
sure it doesn't hold.

Reacting to the development, 
the Special Assistant to the 
Governor of  Media and Strategy, 
Mr. Chooks Oko stated that the 
Governor had no idea about 
what happened at People's Club 
as he (Umahi) was far away 
Abuja attending several meetings 
that concern the development of  
the State.

“The Governor has been 
involved in lots of  consultative 
meetings in Abuja as it concerns 
the development of  the State. 
More so, the Governor applies 
rule of  law in whatever he does 
and there's no way he can be 
connected with any seeming 
breach of  law and order.”

Also,  the Ebonyi State 
Security Consultant, Chief  
Stanley Okoro-Emegha added 
that Ebubeagu operatives went to 
the location of  the meeting as 
way of  nipping at the board any 
planned attack by unknown 
gunmen in the State.

However, investigations by 
our Correspondent revealed that 
the women august meeting was 
d i s r up ted  by  member s  o f  
Ebubeagu, because they (the 
women) involved were loyalists 
to the Governorship candidate of  
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, Dr. Ifeanyi Chukwuma 
Odii, in the 2023 general election.

News Echo  

How Ebonyi women group staged protest
over maltreatment, disruption of August
meeting by Ebubeagu operatives

By David Eze, Abakaliki

Protesting Ebonyi women in Abakaliki



In recent times, we've seen 
v i d e o s  s h o w i n g 
thousands of  permanent 

voter cards dumped in gutters 
and bushes in different parts 
of  Nigeria. The videos posted 
on social media were made by 
eyewitnesses who testified 
that they saw vehicles loaded 
with PVCs and then offloaded 
on roadsides; some saw stacks 
of  PVCs in bushes by chance 
or discovered them after 
floods had deposited them 
near their neighbourhoods.

The popularity of  the 
videos has been reinforced by 
a civil society coalition, The 
International College of  
Democracy and Human 
Rights Scholars, which, in a 
letter to INEC Chairman, 
Professor Mahmood Yakubu, 
says it has uncovered seven 
more (apart from 30 other) 
rigging plots ahead of  the 
2023 general election. It 
c l a i m s  t h a t  I N E C 
“deliberately, mindlessly, 
hatefully and discriminatorily 
destroyed 15.4 million out of  
27 .6  mi l l ion  new vote r 
registrations” between July 
2021 and July 2022.

I'm not aware of  any 
rebuttal of  several suspicious 
moves so far by INEC or the 
security agents. What INEC 
has reacted to concerns the 
charge that it closed online 
registration on 31 May and 
offline registration on 31 July 
to shut out tens of  millions of  
Nigerians of  voting age: It 
said it was to enable it to print 
electoral materials early. 
Some people, among them 
Labour Party chieftains, have 
gone to court to compel INEC 
to continue voter registration 
until at least the end of  
October. But even before 31 
July, we saw how certain areas 
were denied registration 
machines, while other areas 
were flooded with them. The 
machines also worked faster 
in certain areas than in other 
areas.

In my state, Enugu, where 
most people openly express 
their determination to end 
vote theft in next year's 
general election, freshly 
recruited thugs boast that 
many eligible voters will not 
be accredited to vote. Not a 
few stalwarts in my own ward 
have said a similar thing to my 
face. “You won't even know 
what's happening until results 
are declared,” one told me. 
Their confidence obviously 

must have stemmed from 
assurances received from 
godfathers that INEC was 
under control, as usual.

When a bird is  seen 
dancing in the middle of  a 
road, its drummer is not far 
away. Nigerian politicians 
s e e m  d e t e r m i n e d  t o 
perpetuate rigging at elections 
and deny the electorate the 
power to choose their leaders. 
They're still not deterred by 
the new electoral law that 
seeks to make ballot stuffing 
and mass thumb-printing 
history.

T h e  vo t e  t h i e ve s ,  I 
presume, get their confidence 
f rom INEC.  Gover nors 
threatened by the recent 
awakening of  Nigerians – and 
the surge in voter registration 
by mainly youths – have 
emptied their state's treasuries 
in a bid to plant moles in 
opposing parties who would 
later step down for them or 
their anointed candidates in 
legislative and governorship 
elections. Indeed, my friends 
have told me that several 
INEC officials have turned 
b i l l i o n a i r e s  o v e r n i g h t 
f o l l ow i n g  t h e  r e c e n t ly 
concluded party primaries 
a n d  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  
candidates.

What can't be doubted is 
INEC's lack of  independence. 
Were it truly independent, as 
its name suggests, corrupt 
politicians couldn't have 
colluded with its officials to do 
the shoddy things we hear 

about. Since the politicians, 
especially governors with 
unlimited access to public 
funds, could bribe INEC to 
post the names of  “winners” 
of  primaries that were never 
c o n d u c t e d  i n  I N E C ' s 
presence, there's little doubt 
they'll also give INEC lists of  
their loyalists to be appointed 
as ad-hoc staff  in the elections. 
And since politicians were 
able to bribe delegates with 
dollars in the full glare of  
INEC, EFCC, police, DSS 
and other security operatives, 
nothing will prevent them 
from showering the same 
INEC and other agencies with 
dollars in order to get their 
candidates declared winners. 
“Losers” may be advised to 
“go to court!”

Yet another action that 
erodes INEC's credibility is 
this week's removal of  Mr 
Chidi Nwafor as director of  
ICT at the electoral body. 
Nwafor is said to have set up 
the CVR portal in 2020. Why, 
you may ask, should an ICT 
professional be demoted to 
administrative secretary, six 
months to the general election 
expected to launch online 
transmission of  results from 
polling units to the INEC 
server? Is it to enable election 
fraudsters to manipulate 
demographics and create new 
p o l l i n g  u n i t s  f o r  n o n -
Nigerians to vote? Is it to 
replace him with someone 
w h o  w i l l  b e  b r i b e d  t o 
electronically tamper with 

election results or muddle 
them up?

For a long time, non-
Nigerians have voted in 
Nigeria elections. The “visa 
on arrival” policy was meant 
to achieve that effortlessly. But 
our  porous  borders  a re 
v i o l a t e d  e v e r y  d a y  b y 
N i g e r i e n s ,  C h a d i a n s , 
Malians, Moroccans and even 
C a m e r o u o n i a n s.  T h e s e 
foreigners obtained their NIN 
(National  Identi f icat ion 
Number) even before many 
Nigerians did. Kidnappers 
still make calls to demand 
ransoms from NIN-linked 
phone lines, yet they are never 
ar res ted and nobody in 
government gets the boot.

As we hope on the new 
electoral law, we realise also 
that it has not plugged vote-
buying as a rigging strategy. 
The elections in Ekiti and 
Osun make that clear. So what 
has INEC put in place to 
discourage vote-buying and 
punish offenders? Many a 
polling booth may become a 
war zone if  politicians are 
allowed to take their cursed 
cash to the cubicle where each 
voter is required to cast their 
vote in secret. I guess that was 
why Professor Pat Utomi of  
Labour Party stated that his 
party will have at least 15 
agents per polling unit. Any 
corrupt policeman or woman 
who permits  open vote-
buying and vote-selling at the 
polling unit to which they will 
be posted will have to contend 

with several young voters.
I'm not writing this to 

d i s s u a d e  I N E C  f r o m 
following the path of  infamy 
as it used to do. I'm writing to 
warn the electoral body and its 
officials against plunging this 
country into a terrible conflict 
it shouldn't hope to win. The 
youth of  Nigeria – from North 
to South and from East to 
West – are preparing for a 
showdown with those who 
have held their country down 
and stolen its future through 
election fraud. It won't be 
business as usual anymore.

INEC should be ready to 
re-produce PVCs that may be 
declared missing by October 
or December. Those to be 
recruited as INEC ad-hoc 
staff  must never be members 
of  a party ready to pay for 
protection of  its interests in 
the elections. No resident 
e l ec to ra l  commiss ioner 
should be allowed near a 
g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e  o r 
g o ve r n o r ' s  l o d g e  f r o m 
December. The accounts and 
phone calls of  all INEC 
o f f i c i a l s  a n d  s e c u r i t y 
operatives involved in the 
elections should be closely 
m o n i t o r e d .  A s  t h e 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  C S O 
requested in its letter to 
Yakubu, Nigerians would also 
like to know the companies 
handl ing  the  supp ly  o f  
machines for the printing of  
PVCs, BVAS, IReV and other 
sensitive electoral materials.
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INEC's suspicious moves
By Aniebo Nwamu



fter it failed to scale 

Apublic acceptance 
a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e 

huddles in 2017and 2020, 
controversial National Water 
Resources Bill is back again 
in the National Assembly in 
2022. It would be recalled 
that the  bill, which was sent 
in by President Muhamadu 
B u h a r i - l e d  F e d e r a l 
government to the National 
Assembly  members  fo r 
consideration and passage as 
executive bill, was rejected by 
well-thinking Nigerians and 
it was consequently, rejected 
by federal lawmakers, except 
great number of  legislators 
from the North West.

The uproar that greeted 
the bill made the federal 
government to offer some 
explanations that the policy 
was not designed to take over 
water,  lands  and other 
properties of  those living in 
and around riverine places, 
neither was it designed to give 
away lands in the South to 
Fulanis as was feared by these 
n a t i v e s .  T h e  F e d e r a l 
Government rather said if  
implemented, it would give 
more values to rivers across 
the country to the benefits of  
riverine towns.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  L a i 
Mohammed did his usual job 
of  lambasting those who 
were against the bill, claiming 
that they didn't understand 
what Nigerians stood to gain 
if  the Water Resources Bill 
b e c a m e  a  l a w  a n d 
implemented.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e 
explanations by the federal 
government were dry in the 
ears of  concerned natives of  
r iver ine areas  and also 
generally injected anxiety in 
t h e  m i n d s  o f  m o s t 
Southerners who saw the 
water bill as an attempt by the 
FG to  achieve  another 
controversial policy, RUGA. 
First, considering the current 
level of  insecurity in the 
country and the deep mistrust 
between indigenous farmers 
and Fulani herdsmen which 
have in many occasions, 
resulted to kil l ings and 
destructions of  farmlands 
and even houses, it would 
amount to pouring fuel to a 
burning water in the name of  
quenching it, if  this bill is 
eventually made law without 
consideration its overriding 
security implications. A close 
look at some of  the clauses 
and sections provided in the 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  W a t e r 
Resources Bill further injects 
more fear and suspicion in the 
minds of  the citizenry about 
federal government's true 
intentions in bringing up the 
idea in the first place.

The Genesis
“The bill for an Act to 

e s t a b l i s h  a  r e g u l a t o r y 
framework for the water 
resources sector in Nigeria, 
provide for the equitable and 
sustainable redevelopment , 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  u s e  a n d 
conservation of  Nigeria's 
surface and ground water 
resources and for related 
matter." The Act repeals the 

water resources Act W2LFN 
2 0 0 4 ,  R i v e r  b a s i n 
d e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  C a p 
R9LFN2004 among others. 
On July 23, 2020, Chairman 
of  House committee on Rules 
and Business from Jigawa 
State smuggled the water bill 
into the 11 bills that were 
previously not passed into 
law by the 8th National 
Assembly but it ended in 
controversy. Now it is back 
again through a House of  
Reps member from Katsina 
State. Clause 13 provides that 
"implementing the principles 
under subsection (2) of  this 
section, the institutions 
established under this Act 
shall promote integrated 
water resources, surface 
water and ground water 
resources, river basins and 
adjacent marine and coastal 
environment and upstream 
and downstream interests."

Section (1) of  the bill 
provides that "All surface 
water and ground water, 
wherever it occurs, is a 
resource common to all 
people." Section 12 of  the bill 
makes it compulsory for 
Nigerians to obtain driller's 
permit before sinking a 
borehole in their homes" 
while section 104 "directs a 
person who has supply of  
water in excess of  his needs 
for domestic purpose, to 
reduce the amount he is 
permitted to abstract under 
the terms of  any license or 
general administration." 
Also, section 107 says a water 
license given to an individual 
or entity may be cancelled if  

the licensee fails to make 
beneficial use of  the water. 
Now, a careful perusal and 
total study of  the provisions 
of  this water bill does not 
leave any assurance for 
concerned Nigerians not to 
be afraid of  its passage into 
law. Water Resources Bill, 
when analysed from the 
above cited clauses is also not 
less than Rural Grazing Area 
(RUGA) which was also 
rejected by majority of  
Nigerians.

Why Nigerians  afraid
From the foregoing, 

every water, both surface and 
underground in any part of  
the country, together with 
lands and other properties 
that may gazette in the law as 
adjacent to the right rivers, 
streams, lakes and rivers 
basin, will now be under 
control/regulation/supervisi
on by the federal government 
and individuals, companies 
and indigenes of  riverine 
communities would need the 
approval  of  the federal 
government to do business in 
and around the water areas. 
Licenses have to be obtained 
from the federal government 
for the extraction or digging 
o f  wa t e r  b o r e h o l e s  b y 
Nigerians, even inside their 
private residence.

Extraction of  water for 
commercial uses, even in the 
backyard of  the people, is 
subject to approval and 
regulations of  the federal 
government. The bill implies 
that ,"all  water, wherever it 
o c c u r s ,  i s  a  r e s o u r c e s 

common to all people" and  
Section 107 makes it clear 
that a water license given to 
individual or entity may be 
cancelled by the federal 
government if  such a licensee 
fails to make beneficial use of  
the license. These mean that a 
man in Brass, Bayelsa State, 
Oguta, Imo State, Oron in 
Akwa Ibom, Abonema in 
Rivers State, Ukwa in Abia 
State, Burutu in Delta State, 
Omambala in Anambra 
State, Lagos Island and all 
indigenes of  riverine areas 
would need the approval of  
and regulations of  the federal 
government to even fish or 
operate canoes in their 
waters. Also, water in their 
land are deemed as resources 
common to all people which 
in essence means that a 
person, company or group of  
p e o p l e  c a n  h a v e 
access/share/ enjoy or co-
o w n  t h e  w a t e r s  a n d 
adjourning lands if  they are 
administratively licensed. 
Apart from this, anybody 
considered to have water in 
excess of  his needs, is to 
reduce the amount of  water 
he or she is permitted to 
abstract under the law. Apart 
from the surface waters, 
underground waters and 
other resources including the 
economic trees etc around the 
areas,  according to the 
p r o p o s e d  b i l l ,  m ay  b e 
supervised by the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s 
responsible for it. These items 
i f  passed  in to  law and 
implemented, would likely 
cause a deep conflict between 
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t h e  i n d i g e n e s ,  n o n -
indigenous residents and the 
government as they may see it 
as an indirect design to take 
over their lands. Presently, the 
issues misunderstandings on 
farmlands in parts of  the 
country between herdsmen 
and farmers are still sources 
of  worry for local farmers 
and investors in agricultural 
produce.

Apart from indigenes of  
wa te r  a r ea s,  l oca l  and 
international companies 
operating in the country, 
including oil companies 
where the bill captured, may 
not be comfortable with it as 
their existing operations and 
licenses may be subsumed 
under these government 
regulations or control. It is of  
note that oil companies rank 
among the companies with 
high number of  well paid 
employees and the bill if  it 
becomes law, may interfere 
with their already nose-
diving revenues which could 
in turn, lead to pruning of  
staff  or complete exit of  the 
company from the country. In 
r e c e n t  ye a r s,  s o m e  o i l 
companies have sold their 
assets  or  reduced their 
investments in Nigeria for 
some reasons related to the 
nation's fumbling economy, 
e s p e c i a l ly  n a i r a - d o l l a r 
brouhaha. Latest among the 
oil companies warning to exit 
the country is international 
oil giant, Exxon Mobil whose 
decision to sell its assets in 
N i g e r i a  t o  i n d i g e n o u s 
company, Seplat is still a 
subject of  controversy.

Governors also panic
I n  a n  i n t e r v i ew  h e 

granted to Journalists in July 
after their meeting, the 

C h a i r m a n  o f  N i ge r i a n 
Governors' Forum, Governor 
Kayode Fayemi said the re-
introduced  water resources 
bill does not address the the 
interests and concerns of  
States. Fayemi also dismissed 
it as being inconsistent with 
the provisions of  the Nigerian 
c o n s t i t u t i o n .  " O n  t h e 
r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e 
national water resources bill, 
Governors argued that the 
bill does not adequately 
address the interests of  the 
States and is inconsistent 
with the provisions of  the 
constitution of  the federal 
republic of  Nigeria." “The 
bill, according to the forum 
should be reviewed with a 
view to a accommodating the 
concerns of  all  States", 
Gover nor  Fayemi  sa id . 
Governors' Forum's position 
on the controversial matter 
means that the Governors, 
w h o  a r e  t h e  h e a d s  o f  
federat ing  uni ts  o f  the 
country, are uncomfortable 
with the proposals.

The Governors are afraid 
that if  effective, it would 
whittle down their monthly 
i n t e r n a l l y  g e n e r a t e d 
revenues, some of  which 
accrue from rivers or other 
resources found around their 
States of  rulership. For 
instance, states like Lagos, 
Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, Akwa 
Ibom, Cross River, Anambra, 
Benue, Borno, Imo etc, who 
are endowed with sprawling 
water areas may see the bills 
as federal  government 's 
attempts to dig into their 
r e v e n u e  w e l l s .  A 
constitutional lawyer, Barr 
Cyracus Enwereuzor advised 
the National Assembly to 
throw away the  b i l l  as 
according to the Lawyer, it 

c o u l d  c a u s e  a  m a j o r 
constitutional, security and 
e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s .  H e 
wondered why the federal 
government applied -up -to 
d o w n  a p p r o a c h  i n 
introducing the bill.

B a r r  E n w e r e u z o r 
suggested that this type of  
proposed law  that has topical 
and sensitive implications for 
the rural dwellers  should first 
be debated at State legislative 
chamber s  be fo re  be ing 
brought to the National 
Assembly consideration. The 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L aw ye r 
pointed out that "this type of  
bill would have been thrown 
away by State Houses of  
Assembly if  it started from 
there." Significantly, many 
States are complaining of  
shortfall in monthly revenue 
generation and their plight is 
worsened by the recent 
u n b u n d l i n g  o f  f o r m e r 
Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation to a limited 
liability company, by the 
federal government. The new 
status of  NNPC which is now 
NNPCL means that it would 
no longer remit money to the 
F e d e r a l  A c c o u n t 
Mobilization Committee 
(FAAC) for disbursement to 
three tiers of  government but 
will only pay tax into the 
federation account. Before 
n o w,  N N P C ,  N i g e r i a 
Customs Service and Federal 
Inland Revenue Service 
(FIRS) accounted for about 
80 percent of  money remitted 
in to  FAAC for  onward 
sharing to Federal, State and 
Local Governments but with 
t h e  c h a n ge  i n  r eve nu e 
responsibility of  NNPCL, 
t h e  S t a t e s  a n d  l o c a l 
governments are in financial 
anxiety with most of  them 

complaining that they may 
not be able to pay civil 
servants in their States. Only 
Nigeria Customs Service and 
Federal Inland Revenue 
Service now carry the utmost 
t a s k s  o f  f u n d i n g  t h e 
federation account.

To swim out of  this 
q u a g m i r e ,  t h e  S t a t e 
helmsmen are planning to fall 
back on some untapped or 
u n d e r u t i l i z e d  r e ve nu e 
sources in their  States, 
including aquatic treasures 
which is why the Governors, 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m 
Southern and North Central 
zones may never allow the 
National Water Resources 
Bill to stand. During the 
administration of  Olusegun 
Obasanjo as President, the 
f e d e r a l  g ove r n m e n t  o f  
Nigeria and Akwa Ibom State 
government, led by Obong 
(Arch) Victor Attah fought to 
the finish in various Courts 
over oil revenue in coastal 
areas. The celebrated case 
w a s  k n o w n  a s 
O n s h o r e / O f f s h o r e 
dichotomy case between the 
f e d e r a l  g ove r n m e n t  o f  
Nigeria and Akwa Ibom State 
government of  Nigeria. Till 
date, Obong Victor Attah is 
regarded as the hero of  battle, 
for his refusal to allow the FG 
to solely determine how the 
oil or other mineral resources 
on the shore or off  the shore 
of  waters, should be extracted 
and who should get it. There 
is a present tax case between 
the federal government and 
Rivers State government 
concerning the collection and 
remittance of  taxes in Rivers 
S t a t e  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government tax agencies.

A l l  the se  in s tances 
indicate that Governors, 

especially those whose states 
are blessed with appetizing 
natural resources may not 
a l l o w  t h i s  b i l l  s t a n d . 
Generally, the high level of  
insecurity in every part of  the 
country makes it justifiable 
for federal lawmakers to 
jettison this bill, as there are 
other important and cognate 
things that should occupy 
their minds. The above is the 
position of  Engr James 
Nnadozie Uchegbuo, the 
President-General of  Ahuwa 
Oboro Ancient kingdom in 
Ikwuano LGA of  Abia State. 
U c h e g b u o,  w h o  i s  t h e 
founder of  Igbo Vanguard 
group while speaking to 
Journalists at NUJ press 
centre Umuahia recently, 
w a r n e d  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government against foisting 
the water resources law on 
Nigerian communities. He 
noted that if  such law came 
into effect, it could produce a 
violent class which may be 
m o r e  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t 
farmers/herdsmen crises. He 
wondered why the federal 
government was still much 
interes ted in  the  water 
resources bill even when 
public outcries, opinions of  
respected elders, learned 
h i s tor ians  and r iver ine 
communities are against it. 
Uchegbuo urged federal 
legislators to reject the bill to 
save the nation from further 
security crises. Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, PANDEF, Middle 
Belt Forum and Afenifere are 
among other notable group 
are among the organizations 
that have rejected the bill 
while Governor Samuel 
Ortom of  Benue State has 
maintained that the law won't 
be implemented in his State, 
even if  passed at National 
Assembly.
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I ’ll not allow anybody to truncate
the peace in Rivers State - Wike

From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State governor 
Nyesom Wike has 
declared that any 

act of  criminality tended to 
destabilise the State will not 
be allowed. The governor 
stressed that his adminis-
tration has invested hugely 
in achieving the prevailing 
peace, and nothing will be 
tolerated in returning the 
State back to the dark days 
of  insecurity.

Governor Wike spoke at 
the flag-off  of  the 12th flyo-
ver at the Mgbuoba, Ozuo-
ba -Ada George Road in 
Obio/Akpor Local Gov-
ernment Area, which was 
performed by Prof. Jerry 
Gana on Friday. Governor 
Wike said, sadly most peo-

ple do not take the warn-
ing issued in his last state 
broadcast serious.

According to him, he 
had warned that any hotel 
or event centre where crim-
inals, cultists are allowed 
to gather to plot the breach 
of  peace would be demol-
ished. 

“There is no amount of  
propaganda, if  you like go 
to social media that they’re 
clamping down on you, 
that’s your business. I will 
not allow anybody to dest-
abilise this state, because 
we have suffered insecurity 
and we have spent money.  

“You can’t begin to ar-
range for cultists to meet 
in your event centres, or 
in your hotels. Pray that I 
don’t have any hint about 
that, if  I do, I will bring 
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Ebonyi 2023: APGA guber candidate
promises to make education
accessible, affordable if elected
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressives 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA) candidate 

for 2023 governorship 
election in Ebonyi State 
Prof  Bernard Odoh has 
promised to lead the de-
velopment and implemen-
tation of  a legal and poli-
cy framework that would 
make education accessible 
and affordable in the State, 
if  elected the next gov-
ernor of  the State. Odoh 
who stated this in Abakali-
ki said under his leadership 
as Governor, every Ebonyi 
child under 16 years of  age 
must be in school learning.  
“Under my leadership as 
your governor, I’ll lead the 
development and imple-
mentation of  legal and pol-
icy framework that makes 
basic education accessible 
and affordable. All Ebonyi 
children under 16 years 
of  age must be in school 
learning.”

He said his administra-
tion’s policies on education 
would focus on develop-
ing digital literacy, critical 
thinking, and practical and 
hand-on learning and en-
sure that every child had 
equal opportunities at the 
basic level.

“Our policies on educa-
tion will focus on develop-
ing digital literacy, critical 
thinking, practical and 
hands-on learning, every 
child should have equal 

educational opportuni-
ties at the basic level. We 
shall aim at implementing 
World Bank pupil/student 
to teacher ratio, extant and 
effective teachers training 
programs. 

“Our ultimate goal is to 
make our education across 
all levels very egalitariani-
an,” Odoh said.

The former university 
Lecturer also pledged to 
create a sustainable educa-
tion and tech tourism hub 
that would play host to in-
vestors in new private uni-
versities frontiers, adding 
that the envisioned educa-
tion and tech hub would 
provide well-planned city 
layout of  not less than 
1000 hectares with access 
to high speed internet hot-
shots for internet of  things 
and digital learning. 

“We shall create a sus-
tainable education and 
tech tourism hub which 
will play host to investors 
in new private universities 
frontiers. The envisioned 
education and tech hub 
will provide well-planned 
city layout of  not less than 
1000 hectares with access 
to high speed internet hot-
shots for internet of  things 
and digital learning. 

“This will prepare our 
young people with fit-
for-purpose skill sets to 
compete in this era of  4th 
industrial revolution. Our 
people will be made our 
greatest asset for the fu-
ture,” he stated.

... As Prof. Gana flags-off 12th Flyover, bemoans failure of APC 

The chicken farmers being empowered in Umuahia.

down your hotel, I will 
bring down the event cen-
tre and I will arrest those 
people found there and I 
will prosecute them, heav-
en would not fall.” 

Governor Wike pointed 
to how committed his ad-
ministration has been to 
providing the best for Riv-
ers people by developing 
the State with quality infra-
structure. 

The governor stressed 
that this is the first time 
in Nigeria an administra-
tion that has less than 10 
months to the end of  ten-
ure, is still awarding con-
tract and commissioning 
projects.  

The governor said it is not 
in doubt that Rivers State 
is presently the only State 
that the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party is sure will deliver 

its gubernatorial candidate 
in the 2023 election. 

He explained that one of  
the reasons why the PDP is 
delighted to have chosen, 
Mr. Siminalaye Fubara, as 
its governorship candidate, 
is because he is aware and 
knows what is going on in 
government. 

 Performing the flag-off, 
former Minister of  Infor-
mation, Prof. Jerry Gana 
noted that the flyover pro-
ject will definitely add to 
the beauty and efficiency of  
the metropolis, by enhanc-

ing accessibility. 
Prof  Gana said Gover-

nor Wike is raising the sta-
tus of  Port Harcourt so that 
it will become an enduring 
investment destiny and 
home for many because of  
the prevailing peace. 

Prof. Gana bemoaned 
the failure of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
in all sectors and appealed 
that the national econo-
my that is at the brink of  
collapse should not be al-
lowed to slump.

NUJ blasts NBC for withdrawing 52 broadcast licenses

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

N
igeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ) 
has condemned 

the decision of  Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(NBC) to withdraw the 
operation license of  broad-
cast stations in the county 
which the NBC saud, are 
indented to it since 2015. 

The NUJ in a statement 
signed by the National 
President of  NUJ, Com-
rade Chris Isiguzo, copy 
which was made available 
to News Echo, cautioned 
against the consequences 
of  the decision, describing 
the NBC action as hasty. 

The national body of  
NUJ also described the 
regulatory body’s action as 
reckless and I’ll timed and 
called for application of  
dialogue on the issue. The 
statement read as follows, 
“The decision today by 
Industry regulator, the Na-
tional Broadcasting Com-
mission - NBC, to revoke 
the licenses of  52 broadcast 
stations nationwide over 

indebtedness to the Com-
mission was ill advised.” 

“The affected stations, 
according to NBC are said 
to owe arrears of  licence 
fees amounting to N2.6b 
since 2015.” “Although, 
the Director General of  
NBC, Malam Balarabe 
Shehu Ilelah claimed that 
this development had no 
political motives, yet we 
insist that the action was ill 
timed and reckless.

It should be noted that 
this wholesale revocation 
of  licences at this critical 
time of  insecurity in the 
country appears to be a de-
cision taken without care-
ful prior deliberation, con-
sultation or counsel.” 

“While we regret the in-
ability of  these broadcast 
stations to fulfill their ob-
ligations to NBC, in-view 
of  dwindling resources, we 
caution against such large 
scale clampdown of  broad-
cast stations in disregard to 
security issues and the at-
tendant consequence.

“We cannot afford the 
unpleasant outcome of  
such media blackout at this 

time.” “We call on NBC to 
exercise more restraint on 
this issue in consideration 
of  national security and al-
low for more dialogue and 
consultation to find a better 
way of  dealing with the sit-
uation.”

 Meanwhile, a source at 
NBC, Abuja has told News 
Echo that the NBC may be 
listing more radio and tele-
vision stations for suspen-
sion over alleged breach of  
broadcasting code, espe-
cially as they relate to po-

...More stations may follow, says NBC source litical and security issues as 
well as call-in response of  
their listeners during live 
programs.

Some of  the stations, the 
source said, did not prevent 
their callers from allegedly 
‘polluting the air with their 
personal and unverified 
statements without consid-
eration to national peace 
and security’.

 This has injected fear 
of  job loss in the manage-
ment and staff  of  several 
stations.

Soludo receives Peter Obi to Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo of  Anambra State, 
on Friday, received Mr Pe-
ter Obi, former Governor 
of  Anambra State and Pres-
idential candidate of  the 
Labour Party at the Gover-
nor’s Lodge, Amawbia. 

Obi’s visit to Soludo was 
made known to Newsmen 
in Awka, via statement by 
the governor’s Press Sec-
retary, Christian Aburime. 

According to the statement, 
the both leaders had a mutu-
al discussion behind closed 
doors. 

Afterwards, Mr Peter 
Obi commended Governor 
Soludo highly for the great 
job he is doing in Anambra 
State. Governor Soludo on 
the other hand, welcomed 
Mr Peter Obi to Anambra 
as a prominent son of  the 
state and wished him well 
on his Presidential bid as 
the Presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party.
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By David Eze,
Abakaliki

A 
support group of  
Asiwaju Bola Tinu-
bu known as Patri-

otic Movement for Asiwaju 
2023, (PMA) has declared 
total support for Ebonyi 
state Governor, David 
Umahi for his senatorial 
ambition. 

The group noted that 
the infractions caused in 
the party in the state by 
the former aspirant, Mrs 
Ann Agom Eze was un-
fortunate, antiparty and di-
versionary. In a statement 
issued by the Acting South 
East Zonal Coordinator 
and Ebonyi State Cordina-
tor, Mr Darlington Okpoto, 

the group noted that Umahi 
has performed credited as 
governor and would repre-
sent the zone effective in the 
National Assembly.

He added that Umahi 
would be very influential 
in the South east to garner 
support and votes for the 
presidential candidate of  
the APC. Okpoto said: “we 
have reviewed the political 
situation in Ebonyi state 
especially as it concerns the 
contentious Senatorial tick-
et of  Ebonyi South where 
the State Governor, David 
Umahi won during the re-
scheduled primary after the 
voluntary withdrawal of  
the former winner, Austin 
Umahi and the Second run-
ner, Mrs Ann Agom Eze.”

“Ordinarily, the litigation 
and media trials of  the case 
are needless because a vac-
uum had been credited be-
fore Governor Umahi won 
the ticket. 

We therefore appeal to 
Mrs Agom Eze to sheath 
her sword and allow peace 
reign so that APC will be 
focused on the task of  win-
ning the 2023 general elec-
tion. 

“It is also unfortunate 

that members of  the op-
position party have cashed 
into the imbroglio to create 
tension and distract our 
Party ahead of  2023 gener-
al election.

 “PMA is highly commit-
ted to ensuring that Asiwa-
ju Tinubu gets the highest 
votes in the South East”. 
“Since she has withdrawn 
and discontinued her ambi-
tion, it is against the interest 
of  our Party for her to be 

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission INEC has 

denied changing its elector-
al guidelines ahead of  next 
year’s general election with 
particular references to trans-
mission and collation of  re-
sults.

According to the Commis-
sion, the electronic transmis-
sion of  results which entails 
uploading polling units-level 
results to a secure web portal 
has come to stay, adding that 
INEC will not deviate from 

the procedures it used in 
recent off-season state elec-
tions.

INEC National Commis-
sioner in charge of  Informa-
tion and Voter Education 
Committee, Barr. Festus 
Okoye disclosed this on Sun-
day in reaction to an earlier 
report which quoted him as 
saying that the commission 
will not use electronic colla-
tion in the general election.

While the Electoral Act 
2022 (as amended) provides 

Imo State campaign coordinator of Peter Obi presidency in his speech during the council’s inauguration 
in Owerri.

instigated to fight over her 
lost ticket. 

“We feel that the best 
thing she can do at this mo-
ment is to support Umahi 
and all other candidates 
of  APC to win bearing in 
mind that her sacrifices will 
not be taking for granted.”

“We want to say without 
fear of  contradiction that 
we will support Umahi to 
emerge the winner of  the 
election in 2023”. 

We are very much 
convinced that with the in-
fluence of  Governor Uma-
hi, he will deliver the whole 
five states of  the South East 
for our Presidential candi-
date, Asiwaju Tinubu”. 

The group further called 
on Ebonyi people to sup-
port the aspiration of  the 
APC presidential candidate 
to enable the state continue 
to hold stake in the national 
politics.

for electronic transmission 
of  results, however, like those 
before it, the law does not 
mandate the commission to 
collate results electronically.

Urging Nigerians not to be 
carried away by screaming 
news headlines, the commis-
sion advised a careful read-
ing of  the law with respect to 
post-election procedures.

Okoye said; “The Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission’s INEC atten-
tion has been drawn to a mis-
understanding arising from a 
recent short interview grant-
ed to a national newspaper 
on the procedure for result 
management during elec-
tions.

“Some have interpreted the 
explanation on result man-
agement procedure to mean 
that the Commission has jet-
tisoned the electronic trans-
mission of  result and reverted 
to the manual process. This is 
not correct.

“For clarity, the procedure 
for result transmission re-
mains the same as in recent 
Governorship elections in 
Ekiti and Osun States. There 
will be no change in all future 

elections, including the 2023 
General Election.

“We wish to reassure Nige-
rians that the electronic trans-
mission of  result has come to 
stay. It adds to the credibility 
and transparency of  the pro-
cess when citizens follow 
polling unit level results on 
the INEC Result Viewing 
(IReV) portal on real-time 
on Election Day. There will 
be no change or deviation in 
subsequent elections.

“The entire gamut of  re-
sult management is provided 
for in Sections 60, 62 and 64 
of  the Electoral Act 2022. 
In line with the provision of  
the law, the Commission, 
in April this year, released a 
detailed clarification of  the 
procedure for transmission, 
collation and declaration of  
result which was shared with 
all stakeholders and upload-
ed to our website.

“We appeal to all Nigeri-
ans to avail themselves of  the 
provisions of  the Electoral 
Act and the Commission’s 
detailed explanation of  the 
procedure and not reach a 
conclusion on the basis of  
media headlines.”

FG charges Abia poultry farmers 
to create jobs, after empowerment
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

B
eneficiaries of  train-
ing and empower-
ment program in 

small scale poultry farm-
ing in Abia State have 
been challenged to lead 
the charge against unem-
ployment and poverty in 
the country. These charg-
es were handed out by the 
department of  agricultural 
extension of  the federal 
ministry of  agriculture and 
rural development, Abuja 
during a training and em-
powerment program for 
the poultry farmers in Abia 
State held in Umuahia.

During the two-day train-
ing program, the farmers 
were given starter packs by 
the federal ministry. Ad-
dressing the selected ben-
eficiaries, the permanent 
secretary of  federal minis-
try of  agriculture and rural 
development, Mr Ernest 
Umakhihe, represented 
by Mr Aloysius Mba, de-
scribed the event as part of  
federal government’s vision 
of  creating more jobs and 
wealth through agriculture.

He described Nigeria as 
the largest producer of  eggs 

in Africa and second high-
est producer of  chicken in 
Africa.

 He assured that the train-
ees that any of  them that 
any of  them who encoun-
tered challenges in brood-
ing should seek the advice 
of  his office for assistance.

Earlier in his address, the 
program manager of  Abia 
State office of  Agricultur-
al Development Program 
(ADP), Chief  Israel Aman-
ze told the beneficiaries to 
utilize the trainings they 
received in impacting the 
society. 

Amanze promised that 
Abia ADP would maintain 
its mandate in producing 
great farmers in line with 
the vision of  Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s agricul-
tural policies. Each of  the 
beneficiaries received 100 
day-old chicks, 25 kg of  
feeds, drugs and water bot-
tle with appreciation from 
them, to the federal gov-
ernment and Abia ADP for 
empowering them. 

Some of  the beneficiaries 
explained that the starter 
packs given to them were 
major boosts to them, con-
sidering the high cost of  the 
parks in the market.

Shutting down opponents’ businesses is 
an unwarranted attack - APC attack Wike
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Chairman of  All 
Progressives Con-
gress in Rivers State, 

Chief  Emeka Beke has be-
rated the Nigeria Police and 
Rivers State Government for 
what he described as unwar-
ranted attack, closure and 
arrest of  Staff  of  companies 
of  those perceived to be po-
litical enemies of  Governor 

Nyesom Wike. 
Recall that the Governor 

recently threatened to de-
molish any hotel and busi-
ness centers that allow poli-
ticians to hold meeting.

Speaking through his aide, 
the state APC Chairman 
wondered why he should 
not use such power to pro-
tect lives and properties of  
those living and doing busi-
ness in Rivers State. 

Beke condemned the seal-

ing of  Filling Station owned 
by Chinyere Igwe, Hotel 
owned by Ikechi chinda and 
Lounge owned by Jones og-
bondah who are believe to 
be loyal to former Deputy 
Speaker of  House of  Rep-
resentatives, Austin Opara 
who recently fell out politi-
cally with Governor Wike. 

The APC Chairman said 
it is unfortunate that over 
eight patrol van fully loaded 
with armed men will be dis-

patched to seal the buildings, 
rather than using the Vans to 
secure lives and properties in 
the state. 

He warned that Rivers 
people were not ready to tol-
erate the Governor’s excess-
es of  using the state powers 
against his own people.

He however pleaded with 
Rivers people not to take 
laws into their hands but 
go on with their normal 
businesses, adding that the 
administration of  Governor 
Wike will soon come to an 
end.



Federal Cooperative College Oji River 
established to boost local production - Dr Owan

News

Catholic reverend sisters kidnapped along
Okigwe-Umulolo axis 
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A
bout four Rever-
end Sisters were 
yesterday morn-

ing, Sunday, kidnapped on 
their ways to thanksgiving 
mass in honour of  one of  
their colleague, along Okig-
we-Umulolo express Road. 

According to a statement 
issued by “The Sisters of  
Jesus the Saviour Gener-
alate” and signed by the 
General Secretary of  the 
body, Sr Zita Ihedoro, re-
ported that the abducted 
Reverend Sisters include, 
Sisters Johannes Nwodo, 
Christabel Echemazu, Lib-
erata Mbamalu and Benita 
Agu.

The letter further, urged 
Christian faithful to pray 
for the quick and safe re-
turn of  the victims  

The statement which was 
tagged “Sad news” read  in 
parts;-

“Dear brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, it is with 
great pain that we bring to 
your notice the kidnapping 
of  four of  our sisters men-
tioned above. 

“The sad event of  their 
abduction occurred around 
Okigwe- Umulolo area this 
morning shortly after the 
sisters were on their way to 
thanksgiving mass of  our 
sister. 

“We implore for an in-
tense prayer for their quick 
and safe release. May Je-
sus the savior listen to our 
prayers and may our moth-
er Mary intercede for the 
unconditional release of  
our dear sisters.”

It could be recalled that 
abduction for ransom 
has increased in Okig-
we-Umunnochi axis in re-
cent times, particularly in 
Umunneochi Local Gov-
ernment Area.

It was also reported in 
the recent past that gunmen 
abducted a police officer 
at Mbala Divisional Police 
Headquarters in Isuochi 
Community, Umunneochi 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

The abducted officer, sim-
ply identified as Dickson, is 
a deputy superintendent of  

police, and the divisional 
crime officer in the police 
facility.

Gunmen have also ab-
ducted a Catholic priest 
along Okigwe-Umunne-
ochi Road, between Imo 
and Abia states, Nigeria’s 
South-east.

The abducted priest, 
Chinedu Nwadike, is the 
deputy registrar of  the 
Spiritan University, Abia 
State.

He was abducted along-
side a Catholic seminarian, 
Emmanuel Nwafor, while 

they were on their way to 
Enugu State.

Some weeks ago, gunmen 
abducted scores of  pas-
sengers along Enugu-Port 
Harcourt highway between 
Leru Junction and Ihube 
Community, a bounda-
ry between Imo and Abia 
states, Nigeria’s South-east.

In July, gunmen abducted 
some travellers in Lokpan-
ta, a community in Umun-
neochi Local Government 
Area of  the state.

Mid-June, gunmen also 
abducted a journalist in 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

P
rovost of  the Feder-
al Cooperative Col-
lege Oji River Enugu 

State Nigeria, Dr. Owan 
Obodagu Tonica has main-
tained that the institution 
is established to boost lo-
cal production and guar-
antee industrialization in 
the country. Media Con-
sultant to Federal Coop-
erative College, Oji River, 
Mr Raymond Ozoji in a 
press statement, made this 
known to our Correspond-
ent on Sunday.

According to the provost, 
“unlike the regular uni-
versities and other institu-
tions of  higher education, 
the Federal Cooperative 
College Oji River offers a 
world of  opportunities to 
young Nigerians who wish 

to become producers and 
manufacturers of  locally 
made goods for domestic 
and foreign markets”.

He said the college re-
cently introduced entre-
preneurial education with 
valid certifications rec-
ognised universally; that 
such skills were required 
to boost and increase local 
production, adding that 
such were the opportuni-
ties at the Federal Coop-
erative College Oji River 
Enugu State where he said 
they have zero tolerance to 
amoral behaviours coupled 
with all forms of  indisci-
pline, indecency and in-
decorous attitudes as they 
model students in char-
acter and learning.  The 
provost noted that skills 
like catering, Pop making, 
Alumaco production and 
many others were endeav-

Horrific: Octogenarian widow, Mrs. Victoria Ekwebelem, breaks down after runaway landlord’s Geepee tanks fell on her 
house and destroyed it at the back of Amaigbo Street, Owerri. Photo: Shows rubbles from the destroyed house.

Umuahia, the state capital. 
He was released about five 
days later, after a N10 mil-
lion ransom was reportedly 
paid.

Earlier in June, Uwadin-
achi Iweha, a medical doc-
tor and the provost of  Greg-
ory University College of  
Medicine, Umuahia Cam-
pus, was also abducted.

He was whisked away 
while driving out of  his resi-
dence at Umuajameze Ezel-
eke Umuopara in Umuahia 
South Council Area of  the 
state.

Mr Iweha is yet to be re-
leased, about two months 
after his abduction.

In May, Samuel Kanu-
Uche, the Prelate of  the 
Methodist Church of  Nige-
ria, was kidnapped along-
side two other priests, while 
they were on their way from 
a programme in Umunne-
ochi Local Government 
Area of  the state.

The clerics were released 
about two days later after 
reportedly paying N100 
million to the kidnappers.

ours Nigerians especially 
the younger generation 
could acquire procedural 
trainings and mentorship 
sessions especially in areas 
where they have compara-
tive advantage. 

The Head of  the insti-
tution further explained 
that the college was well 
situated in the rural area 
to meet the demands of  ru-
ral dwellers as well as help 
to urbanise such areas as 
clearly evident in the very 
pivotal role the Federal Co-
operative College Oji River 
played amongst the South-
east and South-south states 
of  Nigeria. 

He said there was an 
urgent need for Nigerian 
youths to consider coop-
erative education as first 
choice amongst other 
choices because coopera-
tive colleges according to 

him, were strike free insti-
tutions and that graduates 
of  cooperative colleges 
performed exceedingly 
well in the corporate world 
as evident in some of  the 
feedbacks they get from or-
ganisations and businesses 
where students of  Federal 
Cooperative College Oji 
River were employees and 
business owners. That they 
get positive feedbacks from 
the society where their 
graduates function very ef-
fectively.  The Provost how-
ever stressed the dire need 
for people to come to coop-
eratives to harness oppor-
tunities as well as explore 
innate potentials in various 
enterprises and skills which 
he said the Federal Cooper-
ative College Oji River of-
fers on a platter of  gold in 
a very serene and tranquil 
academic environment.

Opposition sponsoring fake news
against me – Peter Obi

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the La-
bour Party for the 

2023 general elections, Mr 
Peter Obi, has accused the 
opposition of  insinuating 
fake news and misinfor-
mation against him using 
social media.

The statement might be 
in response to increasing 
complaints and allega-
tions against the teeming 
supporters of  Mr Obi, 
known as the ‘Obedient’.

Recall that the presiden-
tial candidate of  All Pro-
gressive Congress, APC, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu had 
claimed that supporters 
of  Labour Party, LP, Peter 

Obi were defaming him.
Tinubu, in a statement 

signed by Director, Media 
and Communications, Mr 
Bayo Onanuga, had urged 
Obi to call his support-
ers to order, warning that 
“falsehood and disinfor-
mation will not win elec-
tions”.

But in a series of  tweets 
via his Twitter handle, 
Mr Obi said oppositions 
have taken to trolling and 
misinformation, and later 
turned back to blame the 
Labour Party and its sup-
porters.

“As we approach the of-
ficial kick-off  of  the 2023 
election campaign, it has 
become evident that the 
opposition has adopted a 
negative strategy of  troll-
ing and insinuating fake 
news and misinformation 
in the social media space 
and blaming the Labour 
Party, its presidential can-
didate and their support-
ers of  same, he said.

Obi said the Labour 
Party remains resolute in 
its commitment to an is-
sue-based and clean cam-
paign.

“We will also rebuff  all 
such ploys of  deceit and 
calumny meant to create 
disaffection among Nige-
rian’s voting population, 
who desire credible lead-
ership change’’, he added.

ADDITION OF NAME
I, formerly known and

addressed as 
Chimerem Obiajulu
Anaege and Anaege 
Ethelbert Chimerem

now, wish to be known
and addressed as 

Anaege Chimerem
Ethelbert Obiajulu.

All documents bearing 
my former names

remain valid. NIMC,
First Bank  and the general 

public should please
take note.

ANAEGE CHIMEREM 
ETHELBERT OBIAJULU



distribution in seven 
northern states.

The Director, Media 
and Advocacy, NDLEA, 

heading to Maiduguri, 
Borno state, only to be 
seized along Okene-Abuja 
expressway on Friday.

He said that NDLEA 
o p e r a t ive s  h a d  a l s o  
recovered 300,000 tablets 
of  Diazepam from a 
suspect, Faruku Bello, 30, 
i n  S o k o t o  S t a t e  o n  
Wednesday.

“Anti-narcotic officers 
of  the agency in Abuja, 
FCT, equal ly  at  the  
weekend intercepted a bus 
loaded with 323, 200 
tablets of  Tramadol 225mg 
and others at Onitsha, 
Anambra state, heading to 
Nasarawa state.

“Driver of  the vehicle, 
Osita Nwobodo, 45, who 
made fruitless bids to 
compromise the operatives 
is now in custody, ” he said.

Babafemi quoted the 
C h a i r m a n ,  N D L E A ,  
retired, Brig. Gen. Buba 
Marwa as commending 
the officers and men of  the 
Kaduna, Kogi, Sokoto, 
and FCT commands for 
the arrests and seizures.

Marwa urged them 
and their compatriots 
across the country to 
intensify their drug supply 
r e d u c t i o n  a n d  d r u g  
demand efforts.

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), 

has  intercepted over  

olice Operatives Pa t t a c h e d  t o  t h e 
Dragon 26 & 29, on 

routine stop and search 
duty, along Warri/Sapele 
road in Delta State, have 
arrested a 20-year- old 
suspected armed robber, 
Aaron Uko.

They also recovered 
one locally-made cut-to-
size gun loaded with two 
live cartridges from him.

 middle-aged man, 

Aidentified as Loni, 
met his untimely 

death, early Sunday morning 
in Osun State. 

He was alleged to have 
stolen a motorcycle at Ireti 
Ayo community, Ilesa.

C o m m e r c i a l 
motorcyclists and passersby 
i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y 

apprehended him after he 
was observed carting away a 
motorcycle.

A source, who craved 
anonymity, revealed that 
Loni had dispossessed the 
m o t o r c y c l e  f r o m  a n 
unsuspecting commercial 
motorcyclist in the area, late 
on Saturday night.

The source, who stated 

that the suspect has previous 
records of  robbery with the 
police in Ilesa, disclosed that 
o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l 
motorcyclists who identified 
him as a thief  and were 
aware of  his motorcycle 
snatching history, carried 
him away and killed him.

He also stated that the 
Nigeria Police, A Division, 

Ayeso, Ilesa was aware of  the 
development and that his 
corpse had been deposited at 
a mortuary in Ilesa town.

T h e  Po l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, Osun 
Police Command, Yemisi 
Opalola when contacted for 
confirmation of  the incident, 
did not respond as of  the 
time of  filing this report.

T h e  s u s p e c t  w a s 
arrested after the Police 
intercepted a Volkswagen 
Jetta commercial vehicle, 
with reg. no. PTN 242 TA, 
conveying some passengers 
from Sapele to Warri.

It was learnt that the 
suspect concealed the gun 
in his body close to his 
private part.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 

Muhammed Ali confirmed 
the report in a statement 
signed by the Police Public 
Relations Officer.

According to DSP 
E d a f e,  “ P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation revealed that 
he bought the gun in the 
year 2018 from a man 

 man in 

A
Adamawa 

S ta te  has  been 
a r r e s t e d  f o r 

allegedly stoning his two 
sons to death.

The Adamawa State 
Police Command, which 
arrested the youth, said he 
and his  sons  l ived  in 
Himikidu, a community in 
M i c h i k a ,  a  l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a  i n 
northern Adamawa.

The command said its 
operatives apprehended the 
25-year-old Elisha Tari on 
Friday, August 18, after he 
allegedly murdered the two 
children who were aged 
t h r e e  a n d  f i ve  y e a r s 
respectively.

The Command, in a 
s ta tement  s igned  and 

p a s s e d  t o  n e w s m e n 
yesterday by the state Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
SP Suleiman Nguroje, said 
Elisha Tari killed the kids 
with stones and sticks 
“which he had used in 
hitting them on their heads 
several times.”

N g u r o j e  s a i d  t h e 
incident was reported at the 

he Police in Delta TState have rescued 
t w o  s u s p e c t e d 

kidnappers from an angry 
mob.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali confirmed 
the report in a statement 
signed by the Police Public 

Relations Officer, DSP 
Bright Edafe.

He said, “On the spot 
inquiry, it was discovered 
that they were suspected 
kidnappers.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D S P 
Edafe,  “a woman also 
a c c u s e d  t h e  b o y s  o f  
kidnapping her 17-year-old 
son earlier that day.

“The two suspects, Oti 

Shevire 'm' aged 32years and 
Amos (surname unknown), 
u p o n  i n t e r r o g a t i o n , 
confessed to the crime and 
led the policemen to their 
hideout, where the victim 
was rescued and is currently 
r e c e i v i n g  t r e a t m e n t . 
Suspects are in custody and 
an investigation is ongoing.”

D i v i s i o n a l  P o l i c e 
Headquarters in Michika 
by the grandfather of  the 
victims.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation reveals that 
the victims' mother got 
separated from the suspect 
two months ago after they 
had a misunderstanding,” 
the police spokesman said.

He explained that the 
suspect was arrested while 
he was trying to escape to 
neigbouring Cameroon 
Republic, and had been 
brought  to  the  pol ice 
headquarters in Yola where 
h e  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g 
interrogation.

nicknamed “OSE” for 
twenty-seven thousand 
naira (N27,000) and buried 
it in his house before 
leaving for Ghana.

“He was arrested and 
taken into custody, the 
exhibit  recovered and 
investigation is ongoing.”

Mr Femi Babafemi, said 
this in a statement on 
Sunday in Abuja.

Bababfemi named the 
states as Borno, Kano, 
Kaduna, Sokoto, Zamfara, 
Gombe and Nasarawa.

He added that the 
agency had series of  
interdiction operations in 
t h e  p a s t  w e e k .
Babafemi said that a total 
of  2, 325, 553.00 tablets 
and capsules of  Tramadol, 
Pregabal in ,  Hypnox,  
Diazepam and Exol-5 
were seized in all.

This, he said, included 
7, 353 bottles of  a new 
psychoactive substance 
locally called 'Akuskura' 
meant for the seven states 
that were seized from 
locations across Kaduna, 
Kogi, Sokoto, and the 
FCT.

According to him, in 
Kaduna, a drug dealer, 

2.3million tablets of  illicit 
pharmaceutical opioids 
and other psychoactive 
substances meant for 

Umar Sanusi, was arrested 
on Aug. 12 during a follow-
up operation in Kano.

“He was brought back 
to Kaduna where his 
consignment of  50 cartons 
of  pregabalin 300mg, 
c o n t a i n i n g  7 5 0 , 0 0 0  
capsules, weighing 375kgs 
earlier seized along Abuja-
Kaduna expressway was 
counted and weighed in his 
presence.

“Same day, operatives 
also intercepted along 
Abuja-Kaduna express 
road 7,068 bottles of  a new 
dangerous substance of  
abuse called 'Akuskura' 
m e a n t  f o r  K a d u n a ,  
Zamfara, Gombe, Kano 
a n d  B o r n o .
“The recipients in Kaduna 
and Zamfara had been 
arrested during follow-up 
operations, ” he said.

Babafemi said that on 
Aug. 13, 285 bottles of  
'NPS' were recovered from 
a  d e a l e r,  A b u b a k a r  
Ahmad, in Kaduna state.

He said that no fewer 
than 696,000 tablets of  
Tramadol and Exol-5 
among others, were also 
seized.

They were loaded into 
a  t r uck  a t  Oni t sha ,  
A n a m b r a  s t a t e  a n d  
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NDLEA intercepts north-bound 2.3m tablets of opioids

Suspected armed robber arrested in Delta,
gun recovered

Man, 25, arrested for stoning his two kids
to death

Police rescue two suspected
kidnappers from angry mob in Delta

Alleged unrepentant robber killed by angry mob



nvironmental is ts  Ehave warned that the 
c o u n t r y  m a y  

experience a high level of  
deforestation leading to 
severe climate change if  
nothing is done to bring 
d o w n  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG), better known as 
cooking gas, and kerosene.

A s  t h i s  h a p p e n s,  
Nigeria For Women Project 
(NFWP) in Taraba State, 
recently introduced women 
to briquette, an alternative 
to fuel wood in Bali Local 
Council, while stressing the 
need for them to embrace 
the alternative source of  
cooking to prevent health 
challenges arising from the 
smoke that comes from 
firewood.

T h e  w a r n i n g  b y  
environmentalists was on 
the heels of  the latest report 
by the National Bureau of  
Statistics (NBS), which 
indicated that the prices of  
cooking gas and kerosene 
have skyrocketed.

According to the NBS, 
the average retail price per 
litre of  household kerosene 
increased by 3.68 per cent in 
July this year. Consumers 
paid N789.75 compared to 
N761.69 recorded in June 
2022.

Yearly, the price per 
litre of  the product rose by 
98.76% from N397.34 in 
July 2021.

According to the NBS, 

is done in other countries, 
and that will make it 
cheaper for the people to 
use,” therefore called on the 
government to find a lasting 
solution to the energy crisis 
in the country.            Also 
reacting, the Director, 
Pol icy  Centre,  Abuja  
Chamber of  Commerce and 
Indus t r y  (ACCI )  Dr.  
Olawale Rasheed, said: 
“Many households are 
suffering and I lack words of  
consolation. I see many 
people falling back to 

he Radio, Television, TTheatre and Arts 
Workers Union of  

Nigeria (RATTAWU), has 
appealed to the National 
Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC),  to  resc ind the 
revocation of  licenses of  52 
broadcast stations.

M r  A k p a u s o h 
A k p a u s o h ,  G e n e r a l 
Secretary of  the union, said 
this in a statement made 
available to newsmen on 
Sunday in Abuja.

The News Agency of  
Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
N B C ,  h a d  o n  F r i d a y 
revoked the licenses of  the 
A I T / R a y  P o w e r  F M 
(DAAR Communication 
L . t d . ,  S i l v e r b i r d  T V 
Network and 50 other 

lhaji Muazu Sambo, 

AM i n i s t e r  o f  
Transportation, has 

said that the Lekki Deep-Sea 
Port project would create 
112,000 jobs for Nigerians 
upon its completion.

S a m b o  g a v e  t h e 
declaration on Sunday while 
speaking to newsmen in 
Jalingo.

He said that the port, 
which was second in Nigeria 
after Onne Deep-Sea Port, 
has the potential to garner 
m o r e  r e ve nu e s  f o r  t h e 
country.

The minister also said 
that the project would impact 
positively on the nation's 
economy.

“The Lekki deep-sea port 
project, which is the second 
after Onne Deep Sea Port in 
Nigeria is very significant 
because the largest ships in the 
world can berth at the Port.

“ T h a t  m e a n s  m o r e 
tonnage, more cargo, more 
revenue for the port and for 
the country, more economic 
activities.

” And above all, more 
jobs, like I said, over 112, 000 

both direct and indirect jobs 
will be created as a result of  
the creation of  the Lekki 
deep-sea port.

“This will be in the first 
few years and as time goes on 
and as activities expand, the 
number of  jobs will even 
multiply and that is what is 
good for us.

“For as more jobs we 
have, the more our ability to 
put food on the table of  many 
Nigerians,' Sambo said.

Sambo said that his 
r ede p loyment  f rom the 
federal ministry of  Works and 
Housing to Transportation 
would not affect the ongoing 
execution of  road projects in 
the state.

According to him, the 
ongoing road projects in the 
state will be completed to the 
latter.

Sambo assured that he 
would explore the option of  
' C o r p o r a t e  S o c i a l 
Re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s '  f r o m 
agencies  in  the Federal
Ministry of  Transportation, 
which would  pos i t ive ly 
impact on the lives of  the 
people in the state.

“ I  h ave  b e e n  g ive n 
assurance from the Ministry 
of  Works and Housing that as 
soon as funds are released 
f r o m  t h e
federal ministry of  Finance, 
contractors will receive their 
outstanding payments and 
will be able to continue with 
their work.

“My movement to the 
ministry of  Transportation 
does not mean that the impact 
of  infrastructure in Taraba as 
far as the road is concerned 
will end.

”Even in the federal 
ministry of  transportation, 
we have agencies that have 
c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l 
responsibilities to execute 
projects.

“Such corporate social 
responsibilities will include 
all those activities that will 
touch the lives of  the common 
man including township 
roads.

“And I intend to explore 
that option to be able to bring 
more succour to the people of  
Taraba State,” the minister 
added.

Sambo advised political 
party supporters in the state to 
imbibe the spirit of  peace and 
brotherliness during and after 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ' 
campaigns.

“No contest in this life 
that is worth dying for except 
the contest for the face of  
God.

“We should approach 
this election with calmness, 
peace and brotherl iness 
because there is no contest in 
this life that is worth dying for 
except the contest for the face 
of  God.

“Any other contest is a 
m a t t e r  t h a t  e n d s  h e r e. 
Everybody wants to win an 
election ostensibly to better 
the lives of  his people, so 
whosoever wins should be 
embraced.

”There is no contest 
worth shading the blood of  a 
brother and a sister or even 
harbour ing  hatred,  jus t 
because you support one 
candidate and I support 
another,” he urged.

stations over N2.6 billion 
debts.

Akpausoh, however, 
described the action by the 
NBC as “untimely.”

He said, ”information 
is the oxygen of  democracy. 
This truism has stood the 
test of  time and in all climes. 
Therefore, Nigeria cannot 
be an exception.

“It is on the basis of  the 
a b o v e  t h a t  R a d i o , 
Television, Theatre and Arts 
Workers Union of  Nigeria 
(RATTAWU) has no other 
option, but to advise the 
NBC.

“The commission has 
t h e  u n r e s e r v e d 
const i tut ional  r ight  to 
revoke the licenses of  Radio 
and Television stations that 

have not done the needful.
“ H o w e v e r ,  t h e 

prevailing climate makes 
such an action untimely and 
f r a u g h t  w i t h  g r a v e 
consequences.

“This is because, most 
of  these stations were yet to 
recover from the COVID-19 
shock,”he said.

Akpausoh also recalled 
that during the lock-down, 
these stations were brave to 
sustain their services.

H e  s a i d  t h a t 
RATTAWU had earlier 
m a d e  a  c a s e  t h a t  t h e 
broadcast stations be given 
s p e c i a l  C O V I D - 1 9 
palliative, considering the 
laudable roles they play in 
the society.

“Just after the lifting of  
the COVID-19 lock-down, 
there was an unexpected 
hike in the prices of  diesel.

“Most of  these stations 
rely on diesel to operate due 
to epileptic power supply 
from the DISCOS,” he 
added.

According to him, ”this 
is an issue that is, at best, an 
unbecoming situation to the 
nation.

“From the foregoing, it 
is needless to say that the 
broadcast environment is 
not healthy and friendly.

“Therefore, decisions 
that affect the broadcast 
environment should be 
t a k e n  w i t h  a b s o l u t e 
guidance and consideration.

“The action of  NBC is 
unilateral. It is not a product 
of  stakeholders of  the 
b r o a d c a s t  i n d u s t r y. 
Therefore, it stands to be 
half  clever,” he said.

The general secretary 
said that lack of  payment of  
license fees can never be 
tantamount to threat to 
national security.

He stated, ”rather, the 
contents of  the broadcast 
stations were what would 
constitute threats to national 

security.”
“The Nigerian state is 

p r e p a r i n g  f o r  ge n e r a l 
elections by 2023.

“Therefore, revoking 
the licenses of  52 stations 
and directing their total 
shutdown implies limiting 
the possibility of  voter 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r 
electioneering activities.

“This portends great 
danger and disservice to the 
nation.

“The current security 
situation in the country 
requires that there is free 
flow of  information as much 
as possible.

“This will help the 
citizens to give reports to the 
a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e 
authorities in return will tell 
the citizens what needs to be 
done,”he said.

He added shut t ing 
down the broadcast stations 
will not be good for the 
nation.

Akpausoh also said as a 
Trade Union Movement, 
RATTAWU was worried at 
the multiplier effects that the 
action of  NBC would have 
on the workers.

“Shutting down media 
stations invariably leads to 
disengagements of  workers, 
which results in an influx 
into the unemployed market 
a n d  i t s  a t t e n d a n t 
consequences.

“ T h e r e f o r e ,  a n y 
government organisation 
that means well for citizens 
will not do anything that 
w i l l  c o m p o u n d  t h e 
situation.

“It is on the strength of  
t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t h a t 
RATTAWU, while urging 
the indebted stations to do 
the needful, also frowns at 
the action of  NBC.

“RATTAWU, therefore 
calls on NBC to call a 
stakeholders meeting where 
t h e  i s s u e s  w o u l d  b e 
discussed,” he said.

s e ve n - d ay  b r i q u e t t e s  
training for the women, to 
protect them against some 
health challenges arising 
from the smoke that comes 
from firewood.

Y a r a f a  w h o  
enumerated the benefits that 
women will derive from the 
use of  the fuel wood energy 
source added that the resort 
to this will equally prevent 
them from attacks, and 
incidents of  rape, which 
they are often exposed to in 
the bush while sourcing for 
firewood.

T h e  s t a t e  
Commissioner of  Women 

the average retail price for 
refilling a 5kg cylinder of  
cooking gas increased by 
4.25 per cent on a month-
on-month basis, from N4, 
218.38 recorded in June 
2022, to N4, 397.68 in July 
2022.

On a year-on-year basis, 
this rose by 105.35 per cent 
from N2, 141.59 in July 
2021.

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  T h e  
Guardian, the Deputy 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  
Environmental  Rights  
Action/Friends of  the Earth 
Nigeria, Mariann Bassey-
Orovwuje, said with the 
rising cost of  kerosene and 
cooking gas, the people are 
constrained to use firewood 
or charcoal to cook their 
food if  they cannot afford 
gas or Kerosene.

“It is a difficult time for 
Nigerians. The prices of  gas 
and Kerosene are rising 
beyond the reach of  average 
Nigerians and they must 
cook their food; they must 
survive.

“ E v e n  a s  a n  
environmentalist, it is 
difficult to advise people not 
to fell trees to get firewood. 
The implication is that we 
a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  
deforestation and that will 
lead to climate change,” she 
explained.

Bassey-Orovwuje who 
explained that “gas can be 
piped to people's homes as it 

firewood and charcoal and 
that means that we are going 
to have more trees cut down. 
That will worsen the climate 
change that we are already 
suffering.”

He advised that if  at all 
the government should 
retain subsidies; it should be 
on gas and kerosene.

The state coordinator 
of  the NFWP, Isaac F. 
Yarafa, while introducing 
women to alternative fuel 
wood said that the group 
decided to embark on a 

and Child Development, 
Bridget Twar, said the 
project frowned at firewood 
and charcoal businesses, 
hence the government 
cannot suppor t  “such 
negative businesses.”

She assured them of  the 
state government's support 
for the initiative, which is 
“designed by the project to 
help alleviate the suffering 
of  our women who are daily 
involved in the use of  
firewood and charcoal for 
home use, which has 
a t tendant  hea l th  and  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
implications.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
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Soaring LPG, kerosene cost: NFWP trains women on
alternative methods of cooking 

RATTAWU urges NBC to rescind revocation
of licenses of 52 broadcast stations

Lekki deep-sea port to create 112,000 jobs – Minister
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Buhari's “I am eager to go comment”: 
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arely one week after the Binauguration of  the Peter 
Obi |Ahmed Yusuf- Datti 

2023 Presidential Campaign 
Council, Imo State Chapter, on 
Friday, August 12th, 2022, by the 
national leader of  Labour Party, 
a n  e r u d i t e  s c h o l a r  o f  
international repute and elder 
statesman, Prof. Pat Utomi, it 
seems like just yesterday, as the 
ceremony which was initially 
designed to be a private meeting 
between members of  the State 
Campaign Council under the 
dynamic coordination of  Dr. 
Fabian Ihekweme and officiating 
chairman of  the occasion, Pat 
Utomi, the show of  solidarity, 
drive to galvanize more supports 
and take the Obi-dient Movement 
to the people at the grassroots; 
keeps resonating in the Imo 
political space as mass of  the 
members of  the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) and 
the main opposition People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) in the 
state have clandestinely identified 
with the Peter Obi's presidential 
ambition while staying put in 
their various political parties for 
survival. 

A planned low-key event at 
the luxurious Golden Tulip 
Gardens Hotel, Owerri, which 
e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n e d  o u t  a 
watershed, witnessed unexpected 
massive attendance as captains of  
industry, professionals from 
various fields of  endeavor, 
different support groups, streams 
of  social movements, politicians, 
traders, opinion moulders , 
former and serving public office 
holders in the state, members of  
the Civil Society and union 
leaders were not left out in the 
rich attendance list even as some 
c o m p l a i n e d  o f  n o t  b e i n g 
informed early enough.

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e 
inauguration, Prof. Pat Utomi; a 
Pub l i c  Po l i cy  Expe r t  and 
Research Associate  a t  the 
Har vard  Bus iness  School , 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA, 
said that the desire to create a new 
Nigeria which will work for every 
citizen was the reason himself  
and other patriotic Nigerians 
were compelled to create an 
alternative political platform 
called the ” third force.” , whose 
core mandate is to drift Nigeria 
away from the old political order 
by wrestling power from the PDP 
and APC in 2023.

While inaugurating members 
of  the Peter Obi|Ahmed Yusuf- 

Datti Presidential Campaign 
Council in Imo State, Prof. Pat 
U t o m i  c h a r g e d  t h e  S t a t e 
C o o r d i n a t o r,  D r.  Fa b i a n 
Ihekweme and members of  his 
Campaign Council, to use their 
r i c h  c o n t a c t s ,  w e a l t h  o f  
experience, political sagacity and 
human resources to adequately 
market the presidential candidate 
of  the Labour Party, as they 
should  s tar t  in  ear nes t  to 
mobilizing critical stakeholders, 
support groups, leaders of  the 
party across the 27 LGAs in the 
state and all people of  goodwill 
for the onerous task ahead as the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, officially 
lifts ban for political campaigns 
next  month.  Prof .  Utomi, 
however, emphasized on the need 
to bring everybody onboard as the 
Imo State Chapter of  the Obi 
Presidential Campaign Council 
under Dr. Fabian Ihekweme and 
members of  his team proposed 
for A- 2Million -Man Walk for 
Peter Obi in Owerri.

Responding briefly after the 
inauguration, Coordinator of  the 
Peter Obi Presidential Campaign 
Council in Imo; the pioneer 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Foreign|International Affairs in 
the state, Dr. Fabian Ihekweme, 
on behalf  of  the members of  the 
Campaign Council thanked the 
Nat ional  Centra l  Working 
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  P e t e r 
O b i | A h m e d  Yu s u f - D a t t i 
Presidential Campaign Council 
ably led by Prof. Pat Utomi, for 
the confidence and trust reposed 
in him and members of  the Imo 

State Chapter of  the Campaign 
Council, promising to do their 
best in delivering the Obi-dient 
message of  a New Nigeria 
passionately driven by the masses 
who are completely fed up with 
the system, starting from Imo 
State.

Ihekweme, a boardroom 
political strategist and scholar of  
note , who accepted the offer to 
join hands with the presidential 
candidate of  Labour Party, Mr. 
Peter Obi, said it's a clarion call to 
salvage Nigeria at a most critical 
time like this when the worsening 
security situation across the 
country, comatose economy, 
poor standard of  education, 
devaluation of  Naira, massive 
youth unemployment, deepening 
rate of  corruption and lack of  
leadership direction under the 
Muhammadu Buhari APC- led 
Administration has completely 
fai led in al l  ramifications. 
According to him: ” in a sane 
clime, the All Progressives 
Congress should honourably 
withdraw from contesting in the 
2023 general elections as they 
have nothing to show for their 8 
wasteful dark years in office as 
they are leaving the nation worst -
off.” 

Appealing to Imo people and 
Nigerians to key into the Peter 
Obi's honest aspirations despite 
religion, ethnicity and party 
affiliations, inorder to turn 
around the political tide and 
change the ugly narrative in the 
country; Ihekweme maintained 
that no family is exempted from 
the biting hard economy under 

Gen. Muhammadu Buhari's 
regime as it takes well prepared, 
organized, educated, exposed 
and sound economic experts of  
repute like Peter Obi and his 
running mate, Dr. Ahmed Yusuf-
Datti, to get Nigeria back to work 
again after several decades of  
wastage. A herculean urgent task 
for national redemption, political 
fumiga t ion  and  economic 
sanitization which process must 
start with a seasoned economic 
pilot like Peter Obi, or we kiss 
Nigeria goodbye forever!

The Obowo born cerebral 
academic and political strategist, 
D r .  F a b i a n  I h e k w e m e , 
apostrophized that Peter Obi 's 
endearing political trajectory and 
t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  s t e l l a r 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  a  f o r m e r 
governor of  Anambra State 
which is imbedded in honesty, 
diligence to work, probity, 
transparency and accountability 
apart from his towering academic 
profile have become his selling -
point in our national polity at a 
time when those contesting with 
him have one form of  ' question 
mark or the other ' in their 
political baggage. Challenging 
any doubting Thomases to go and 
verify!

He therefore, passionately 
appealed to members of  the Imo 
State Chapter of  Obi Peter 
Presidential Campaign Council 
and other true progressives in the 
state to jointly take up this as a 
collective responsibility of  saving 
Nigeria from socio-economic and 
political cauldron at a critical 
time like this despite their party 

affiliations; as this is the only 
sacrifice worth making given the 
unrelenting determination of  
Peter Obi to change Nigeria from 
a consumption to a production 
nation.

The member representing 
Ideato South and North Federal 
C o n s t i t u e n c y  a n d  H o u s e 
Committee Chairman on Health 
Institutions, Hon. Dr. Paschal 
Obi, while saluting the visionary 
leadership tenacity of  Peter Obi 
and members of  the Imo State 
Chapter of  the Presidential 
Campaign Council under Dr. 
Fabian Ihekweme, stated that the 
inauguration ceremony would 
have been more colorful than this 
if  the candidates of  the Labour 
Party and other stakeholders in 
the state were informed early 
enough; maintaining that it takes 
two - third majori ty in the 
National Assembly for any 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  f o r m  a 
government at the centre.

Speaking with the Publisher 
of  4th Estate Reporters, Njoku 
M a c d o n a l d  O b i n n a ,  o n  a 
telephone interview Saturday 
mor ning;  the  Director  for 
Women Mobilization of  the Imo 
State Chapter of  Peter Obi 
| A h m e d  Y u s u f - D a t t i 
Presidential Campaign Council, 
Barr. Mrs. Ngozi Njoku (Olaedo 
Nwangele),  dispassionately 
enthused that: ” the presidential 
campaign council that was 
inaugurated is an articulation of  
experienced men and women in 
the politics of  Nigeria. And these 
people understand Nigeria and 
Nigerian politics. And this time 
around, they are eager and 
anxious  to  be  par t  o f  the 
movement that will give birth to a 
new and better Nigeria by 
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l 
movement about Peter Obi and 
Ahmed Yusuf-Datti is realized 
through electoral victory as the 
nation prepares for the general 
elections next year.

Barr. Ngozi Njoku, a former 
Commissioner for Health in Imo 
State, promised to leverage on her 
wealth of  experience, good reach 
and contac t s  to  ga lvanize 
supports and mobilize Imo 
wo m e n  f o r  t h e  Pe t e r  O b i 
Presidential Campaign Council.

T h e  e ve n t  e n d e d  w i t h 
heartwarming cheers in a most 
friendly atmosphere, social 
conviviality and comradeship as 
Dr.  Fabian Ihekweme and 
members of  the Imo State 
Presidential Campaign Council 
are expected to swing into actions 
immediately for the task ahead.

Monday 22 - Tuesday 23 August, 2022  News Echo  

Fabian Ihekweme-led Imo state
chapter of Peter Obi's Presidential
Campaign inaugurated
…Charged to resonate the Obi-dient movement awareness across the state

By Njoku MacDonald Obinna

Obi/Datti Presidential campaign council chairman, Prof. Pat Utomi addressing audience during the inauguration
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anchester United Mmanager,  Erik 
t e n  H a g  c a n 

boost his hopes of  securing 
his first Premier League 
point against Liverpool on 

douard Mendy had Ea  d i s a s t r o u s 
moment in goal for 

Chelsea as they fell to a 
dreadful 3-0 defeat against 
Leeds at Elland Road.

The goalkeeper was 
caught  on the bal l  by 
Brenden Aaronson as the 
Leeds man was gifted the 
simplest of  finishes, before 
Rodrigo quickly brought up 
his four th goal of  the 
season.

The Blues had the 
occas iona l  dangerous 
moment in their bid to halve 
t h e  d e f i c i t ,  b u t  Ja c k 
Harrison made sure of  the 
result with 20 minutes 
remaining as he finished 
from close range. Kalidou 
Koulibaly was sent off  late 
on to cap a truly woeful 
afternoon for the visitors.

A f t e r  l a s t  w e e k ' s 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r 
Chelsea, conceding a last-
minute equaliser against 
Tottenham, this was their 
first defeat of  the campaign 
and came in particularly 
wo r r y i n g  f a s h i o n  f o r 
Thomas Tuchel.

He gave a full Chelsea 
debut to Conor Gallagher at 
Elland Road, while Dan 
James came in for the 
injured Patrick Bamford to 
give the Leeds side even 
more pace.

It was a frantic start to 
the match, with Raheem 
Sterling wasting a huge 
chance to put Chelsea in 
front with barely more than 
30 seconds played before 
Leeds also enjoyed success 

in forward areas.
The visitors struggled 

to cope with the intensity of  
the Leeds press, but they 
thought they had taken the 
lead when Sterling finished 
b r i l l i a n t ly.  C h e l s e a ' s 
celebrations had barely 
begun before the offside flag 
then went up.

A goal did come but at 
the other end of  the pitch, as 
Mendy had a moment to 
forget with just over half  an 
h o u r  p l a y e d .  T h e 
goalkeeper took an age to 
do anything when the ball 
was played back to him, 
before he then tried to turn 
away from Aaaronson who 
read it, robbed Mendy and 
walked the ball over the line.

Less than five minutes 
later, the lead was doubled. 
Sterling gave away a cheap 
free-kick, Jack Harrison 
whipped it into the box and 

Rodrigo was there at the 
near post to flick into the far 
corner.

Che l sea  improved 
immediately  af ter  the 
break, with Marc Cucurella 
and Gallagher both unable 
to take decent chances as 
the visitors pushed to find a 
way back into the match.

Tuchel was close to 
giving up on a midfield as 
he brought on attacking 
players at the expense of  
Jorginho and Gallagher, 
leaving the Blues extremely 
open and Leeds took full 
advantage.

James found space on 
the left wing, he clipped a 
cross into the box which 
Rodrigo inadver tent ly 
turned into the path of  
Harrison and he made no 
mistake from a matter of  
yards.

Koulibaly, already on a 
yellow card for an early 
foul, then summed up his 
side's afternoon with a 

ridiculous decision in the 
closing stages. The centre-
back dragged back Joe 
Gelhardt off  the ball, the 
referee swiftly produced 
a n o t h e r  y e l l o w  a n d 
Koulibaly was forced to 
slowly trudge off  the pitch.

homas Tuchel has Ts a i d  t h a t  h e  i s 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t 

people think he would win 
a physical combat against 
Tottenham boss, Antonio 
Conte.

This is following the 
two managers'  bust-up 
during their 2-2 Premier 
League draw at Stamford 
Bridge last weekend.

T h e  C h e l s e a  a n d 
Tottenham bosses clashed 
twice during last Sunday's 
game at Stamford Bridge 
and have been punished by 
the English FA.

A n d  d u r i n g  a n 
interview on Sunday ahead 
of  the Blues clash with 
Leeds United, Tuchel joked 
that he would not stand a 
chance against Conte.

“It was about passion 
and I'm very passionate on 
the side-lines and the game 
sucked both of  us in,” the 
German said.

“It was a little outburst 
of  passion from Antonio 
and me and okay now we 
have to live with people 
laughing at us and making 
fun of  us which is fair 
enough.

“It was entertainment, 
nobody got hurt, we didn't 

insult each other, and I 
think that it was just passion 
and it fitted to the game and 
to the derby,” he said.

Bookmakers are even 
sharing their thoughts on 
which manager would win 

uper Eagles defender, 

SCalvin Bassey made 
his Eredivisie debut 

as Ajax defeated Sparta 
Rot terdam 1-0  a t  the 
S p a r t a -  S t a d i o n  H e t 
K a s t e e l  o n  S u n d a y 
afternoon.

Bassey was suspended 
f o r  t h e  E r e d i v i s i e 
champions opening two 
games of  the season after 
picking up a yellow card in 
the Dutch Super Cup clash 
against PSV Eindhoven.

The left-back started 
the game and put up an 
impressive display.

The 22-year-old nearly 
bagged an assist in the 
thrilling encounter.

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international set up Brian 
Brobbley in the second half  
but the latter's shot cannon 
off  the woodwork.

Ajax wil l  face  FC 
Utrecht in their next league 
game.

in a fight, with the Blues 
boss the surprise favourite.

“They had me as the 
favourite? I'm surprised I 
have no muscles, I don't 
have the biceps!” Tuchel 
joked.

Monday if  he dropped 
Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Marcus  Rash ford  Red 
D e v i l s  l e g e n d  Way n e 
Rooney writes in the Sunday 
Times.

United have opened 
t h e i r  c a m p a i g n  w i t h 
e m b a r r a s s i n g  d e f e a t s, 
Brighton recording their 
first-ever win at Old Trafford 
followed by a 4-0 whipping 

by Brentford last weekend.
It leaves them rooted to 

the bottom of  the Premier 
League for the first time in 
30 years.

United host a Liverpool 
outfit who are also seeking 
t h e i r  f i r s t  w i n  o f  t h e 
campaign following two 
draws against Fulham and 
Crystal Palace.

United and England 
record goalscorer Rooney 
says his former side requires 
players who run their hearts 
out on the pitch and neither 
Ronaldo nor  Rashford 
provide that.

Ronaldo in his second 
spell at United has been 
rumoured to be seeking a 
move away from the club as 
he wants to play Champions 
League football.

Rashford's loss of  form 
since playing in the Euro 

2020 final last year has seen 
him lose his place in the 
England squad and there 
have been reports of  him 
being linked with French 
champions Paris Saint-
Germain.

“ I  w o u l d n ' t  p l a y 
Cristiano Ronaldo, and I 
wouldn ' t  p lay  Marcus 
Rashford,” said Rooney.

“If  I was in Ten Hag's 
position my main concern 
would be getting energy on 
the pitch, and United's 
failure to recruit a No 9 
m e a n s  t h e y  r e l i e d  o n 
Ronaldo against Brentford, 
even though he hadn't 
trained a lot with the team.

“He looked like he 
needs time to get match fit.”

Rooney — who is now 
coaching another of  his 
former clubs DC United in 
the MLS — said United 
should let Ronaldo leave, as 
at 37 he is not a player to 
build a potential  t i t le-
winning team around.

“He has also let it be 
known that he wants to leave 
the club,” said Rooney.

“ I  d o n ' t  k n ow  h i s 
reasons but, as I wrote in my 
last column, I'd let him — 
he's a great player and will 
always score goals but the 
task for Ten Hag is to 
produce a team that can 

compete for the title in three 
or four years' time.

“That means rebuilding 
with younger players.”

Rooney says watching 
Rashford these days is “a 
real concern.”

“I think he needs to do a 
lot of  soul-searching and 
figure out what he wants, for 
h i s  ow n  g o o d ,  b e f o r e 
anything else,” said Rooney.

“He looks like he wants 
to be anywhere but on a 
football pitch. I haven't seen 
him smile on the field for a 
long time.

“He's a lovely kid and a 
local lad who came through 
the ranks at United, who 
everyone wants to see doing 
well.

“But you look at the 
difference between Marcus 
now and when he first came 
into the team: the passion he 
showed, the smile on his face 
when he scored.

“It's night and day.”
R o o n e y  w o n d e r s 

whether part of  the problem 
is that Rashford is keen to 
leave.

“ T h e r e  h a s  b e e n 
speculation about a move to 
Paris Saint-Germain, and it 
could be that he is another, 
like Cristiano, who wants a 
change of  scene.”
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EPL: Mendy produces howler in dreadful Chelsea
display against Leeds

I'm surprised they think I can beat
Conte, I have no muscles – Tuchel
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winning debut with Ajax
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ollowing Nigerian FN i g h t m a r e ' s 
shocking defeat to 

British Leon Edwards in the 
UFC 278 title fight on 
Sunday morning, a host of  
fans have backed Usman will 
return stronger and better. 

Edwards sensationally 
k n o c k e d  o u t  K a m a r u 
U s m a n  t o  w i n  t h e 
welterweight title at UFC 
278 in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Behind on points in the 

arcelona striker, BP i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang, has 

r e - a f f i r m e d  h i s 

j a x  m a n a g e r, 

AAlfred Schreuder, 
has insisted they 

don't want to lose Antony 
this summer.

A n t o n y  h a s  b e e n 
heavily linked with a move 
to Manchester United and 
was left out of  the squad 
for Sunday's Eredivisie 

fixture against Sparta 
Rotterdam.

However, Schreuder 
has made it clear the club 
has already lost several big 
players and don't need to 

sell as they are in a good 
place financially.

“We have already lost 5 
or 6 big players, and I don't 
want Antony to leave the 
club. I told the board that I 

want him to stay here.
“I am assuming that 

the club will not sell 
Antony as we're in good 
f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,” 
Schreuder told ESPN.

commitment to make the 
move to Chelsea.

Wi t h  a  t h r e e - ye a r 
contract on the table, 

Aubameyang is eager to 
see the transfer happen.

Blues manager Thomas 
Tuchel is keen to reunite 
with his former Borussia 
Dortmund player. The 
Blues made their move on 
Friday, submitt ing an 
official offer to Barca.

S p o r t  s a y s 
Aubameyang would have 
'no problems' with leaving 
Camp Nou after Chelsea 
offered him a three-year 
contract with an increased 
salary. He is waiting for the 
deal to be finalised between 
the two clubs.

Chelsea are said to have 
gone 'a l l  out '  to  s ign 
Aubameyang, with Tuchel 
getting personally involved 
to seal a deal. Former 
A r s e n a l  c a p t a i n 
Aubayemang had been 

reluctant to return to the 
Premier League, but the 
Blues boss has helped to 
overcome his doubts.

fifth, Edwards, 30, landed a 
le f t  h igh-kick  to  s tun 
Nigeria's pound-for-pound 
number one fighter. 

Edwards became the 
first British champion since 
Michael Bisping in 2016 
and only the second in 
history. 

“You all doubted me, 
saying I couldn't do it – look 
at me now,” said Edwards. 

“I'm from the trenches. 
I'm built like this. I've been 

doubted my whole life but 
look at me now.” 

While reacting to the 
loss, Usman vows to return 
and reclaim his titles.

“I will bounce back and 
come out with vengeance,” 
Usman said in a tweet after 
the fight. 

Immediately after his 
tweet, over 10,000 fans 
swarm the social media with 
many Nigerians showing 
their support for Usman as 

they expressed optimistic 
about Usman returning to 
reclaim his lost belt. 

A Twitter user CallMe 
Khalipha wrote, “Kamaru 
Usman left a message for 
y'all. He's definitely getting 
through this phase.” 

Kelechi AFC added, 
“Heads up Kamari Usman, 
you'll be back stronger.” 

“No champion reigns 
forever! When it is time to 
lose, be gracious! and start 
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n , ” 
ennocence555 said. 

A l s o  s h ow i n g  h e r 
support for the Nigerian 
nigthmare, Ngozi Umeh 
w r o t e,  “ K a m a r u  yo u 
remain our champ.” 

Retsonbiz tweeted, 
“Both Anthony Joshua and 

e s t  H a m ' s 

Wmiserable start 
to the season 

continued on Sunday as 
Brighton made easy work 
off  the Hammers at the 
London Stadium.

It's zero wins, zero 
points and zero goals for 
the Hammers after three 
games, and they never 
truly looked like ending 

that run in front of  their 
own fans on Sunday.

Alexis Mac Allister's 
22nd-minute  pena l ty 
f o l l ow i n g  a  f o u l  b y 
debutant Thilo Kehrer on 
D a n n y  We l b e c k  p u t 
Brighton ahead.

Graham Potter's well-
dr i l led  s ide  sea led  a 
thoroughly deserved three 
points in the 66th minute 
when Leandro Trossard 
raced through to score 
after a slick move.

West Ham did not 
manage a shot on target in 
the first half  but tried to 
respond late on with 

Tomas Soucek forcing a 
couple of  fine saves from 
Brighton keeper Robert 
Sanchez.

West Ham, who are 
still without a point or a 
goal, and sit bottom of  the 
table after three games, 
were booed off  at the final 
whistle.

Brighton have seven 
points from three matches. 
Thilo Kehrer's Premier 
League career started 
inauspiciously when he 
brought down Danny 
Welbeck to concede a 
penalty.

K a m a r u  U s m a n  b u t , 
N i g e r i a  w a s  w e l l 
represented. There are no 
champions without rough 
patches. They will be back 
S t r o n g e r . 
# N I G E R I A F I R S T  & 
#NIGERIAALWAYS!!”

Despite the defeats to 
Usman and Joshua, Factos 
expressed delight in their 
performances. 

He wrote, “Not a good 
night for Nigerians but you 
a r e  s t i l l  o u r  c h a m p s 
regardless. Thanks for 
making us  proud and 
putting Nigeria on the map 
of  combat sports. They are 
not ready for the rematch.” 

OloriSports added, 
“Two Nigerians in one 
night! Boys be stronger and 
better. You've done well and 
I'm still proud of  you.” 

In beating Usman, 

Birmingham's Edwards 
avenges his defeat in 2015 
and ends the 35-year-old's 
15-fight unbeaten streak in 
the UFC. 

J a m a i c a n - b o r n 
Edwards, who was a big 
underdog with bookmakers 
going into the bout, extends 
his winning streak to 10 
since the defeat by Usman 
seven years ago. 

Usman won the first 
fight by using his wrestling 
to control the majority of  
the contest  –  a  tact ic 
Edwards says opened his 
eyes to weaknesses in his 
own grappling game. 

Following that bout, 
Edwards worked hard on 
his  wres t l ing  and the 
improvements made were 
evident from the start of  the 
rematch.
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he hypothesis which states Tthat words, either written or 
spoken, are the worst 

enemy of  despots and totalitarian 
regimes has been tested overtime. 
Words are lethal, superior to 
mortars and armaments of  war and 
penetrate deeper than bullets. 
Words are equally known to 
eventually precipitate the collapse 
of  despotic regimes. It then stands 
to reason that dictators must wage 
war on words.

Despots and totalitarian 
governments all over the world, 
inc luding  those  who shawl 
themselves  with veneers  of  
democracy, cannot stand free 
speech. Their modern day variant 
dictators are smart enough to know 
that a war on freedom of  speech is a 
war against their existential 
survival.

It is why despots' first priority 
in government is  to impose 
restrictions on freedom of  speech. 
This  was what  the  Russian 
Bolsheviks did in 1917. The very 
day after the coup d'etat that 
ushered the regime into power, its 
first assignment was limiting 
freedom of  speech by proclaiming 
the “Decree on the Press,” through 
which newspapers considered to be 
“sowing discord by libelous 
distortion of  facts” were shut 
down. It was same way that, a few 
months after its entry into power in 
1933, the German National 
Socialist Government began 
attacks on books and acquisition of  
knowledge. It burnt books in their 
m i l l i o n s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  k n e e - j e r k 
censorship by its Ministry of  
Propaganda. If  you check the 
ratings of  press freedom by 
international organizations as 
Freedom House, communist states 
like Vietnam, Cuba, China, North 
Ko r e a  a n d  h a r s h  d e s p o t i c 
governments like those of  Syria, 
I r a n ,  B e l a r u s ,  S u d a n  a n d 
Turkmenistan lead from the rear. 
To  e n s u r e  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l , 
totalitarian states pad themselves 
up with very strong propaganda 
machine with which they shore up 
an obvious dearth of  free speech 
and credible information, all 
geared towards the manipulation 
of  the people's minds.

Asked what his disposition 
would be to free speech when he 
forcefully took over power from 
Shehu Shagari at the twilight of  
1 9 8 3 ,  a  d o u r  G e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 

unapologetically proclaimed, like a 
tiger about to tear flesh off  an 
animal's bones, that he would, with 
his bloodthirsty military Decree 
incisors, peel off  the flesh of  free 
speech. He said this in an interview 
with the trio of  Dele Giwa, Yakubu 
Mohammed and Ray Ekpu on 
February 6, 1984. For Nigerians to 
now expect a man who had such 
untainted disdain for free speech in 
1984 to have purged himself  of  his 
self-constitutive baying for blood of  
press freedom would be expecting a 
tiger to morph out of  its bone-
crushing tigritude.

Military despots like General 
Buhari knew that the Nigerian press 
has a very rich history, indeed, that 
the Nigerian press is older than and 
predates the Nigerian state. With the 
installation of  the first printing press 
in 1846 by the Presbyterian Church in 
Calabar and the founding, eight years 
after, precisely in 1854, of  the Iwe 
Irohin by the Reverend Henry 
Townsend of  the Church Missionary 
Society, (CSM) the Nigeria which 
came out of  the 1914 amalgamation 
was younger in historical antecedents 
than what is today the Nigerian press.

Since 1846, the press has been a 
formidable influence in the growth of  
Nigeria. Nnamdi Azikiwe, one of  the 
patrons of  the Nigerian press, who 
published the ubiquitous West 
African Pilot newspaper, while 
eulogizing the history of  pioneers of  
Nigerian press, said their activities 
were “identical with the intellectual 
and material developments of  
Nigeria”, while also submitting that 
Nigeria produced a “galaxy of  
immortal journalists!” who played a 
unique part “in this corner of  the 
earth in the great crusade for human 
freedom.”

Thereafter, for 35 years, the 
Nigerian press moved with Nigeria in 
its travails under the emergent 
military rule. Since 1999 when full-
blown democracy returned to 
Nigeria, the press has had a wider 
horizon. There are more modern 
equipment and even multiplicity of  
platforms for mass communication. 
The radio is no longer strictly 
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government as the Radio Nigeria, a 
federally owned organization, nor is 
t e l ev i s i o n  s t r i c t ly  ow n e d  b y 
government. Social media has 
widened the space and made 
information dissemination available 
on the web of  the wide world. The 
radio has today grown to become a 
very powerful  octopus of  the 
Nigerian media, with the multiplicity 
of  radio ownership.

As said earlier, to run a regime 
which unpretentiously simulates the 
totalitarian government in China or 
Turkmenistan, in a 21st century 
world that has total aversion for 
despots, Buhari needed a character 
like Lai Mohammed. Adolf  Hitler 
also needed Lai's professional 
ancestor, German Nazi politician 
and Gauleiter of  Berlin, Paul Joseph 
Goebbels. Goebbels had turned the 
spleen of  the world in his official 
assignment as chief  propagandist for 
the Nazi Party, as well as Reich 
Minister of  Propaganda from 1933 to 
1934. To be able to clone Goebbels 
effectively, Lai must have mopped up 
all essays on this unexampled 
propaganda warlord. Buhari must 
have been fascinated by Lai's very 
mercurial showing as ACN and APC 
propaganda terror machine. Today, 
Lai has had an exemplary mastery of  
the game of  divisiveness, crass 
gover nmenta l  l i e s  and ar t fu l 
manipulations.

The first thing Lai did upon 
being announced minis ter  of  
information was to do a generational 
circum-guessing of  what Goebbels 
would do if  he were to be nominated 
by an Adolf  in a 21st century Nigeria. 
Unlike Europe or Germany of  the 
1930s, the print media has lost its 
savour massively. The hugely pillaged 
N i g e r i a n  e c o n o m y  a n d  t h e 
unfavourable global economic 
climate have largely affected the 
purchasing power of  readers. 
Newsprint has risen to somewhere 
close to the stratosphere where only a 
few hands could reach. While the 
Nigerian print press recorded over a 
century of  pervasive influence, 
re spec t  and  cont r ibut ions  to 
communication, there is no doubting 
the fact that its influence is waning. 
Some extremist views even submit 
that newspaper press is nearing its 
extinction.

The advent of  the social media 
and internet usage has relegated 
hardcopy news to a secondary role, 
prompting a navigation of  the print 
press online and de-emphasis of  
printing. The internet then became 
breeding ground for billions of  
citizens of  the world and a borderless 
ground of  opportunity to share 
opinions freely without let. It also 
became a floor for exchange of  
personal and group communication. 
Like the biblical account of  the devil 
that is roaring, seeking who to 
devour, despots also moved with 
citizens to the internet. It became a 
hunting ground for tyrants whose 
disdain for freedom of  expression is 
as rotund as a bed bug that has amply 

sucked its victim's blood.
All dictators needed to do was to 

transit from their old tactics of  
silencing dissidents and journalists 
into a new tactic of  muzzling authors 
of  tweets and posts that affront their 
quest to continue to luster in their 
imperial fiefdom. The road to 
repression by totalitarians today is 
paved with bile and hatred for 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
aficionados. However, the pestilence 
of  dwindling believability of  news 
received from the internet, through 
the orgy of  fake news, has cast a huge 
pall on cyber information. For 
totalitarians and despots, the only 
alternative left is for them to activate 
their terror on the broadcast media of  
radio and television.

Broadcasting is unique and is 
growing in leaps and bounds as 
means of  mass communication. 
While its effect is instantaneous and 
possesses tremendous power to 
penetrate a multiplicity of  locales in a 
matter of  minutes, this power is 
rivaled only by social media as means 
of  communication. The power of  the 
broadcast media is also in that, 
voices, videos and pictures can be 
transmitted to a large number of  
listeners and viewers who reside in 
thousands of  kilometers distance.

Broadcast media's pervasive 
influence is a threat to despots and 
budding Haitian Papa and Baby Doc 
regimes like Buhari's. So when, 
towards the twilight of  last week, 
through its puppet, the National 
Broadcasting Commission, (NBC) 
the Buhari government revoked the 
licenses of  52 broadcast media 
houses, it merely thought out of  its 
despotic box. It was same thing 
Tunisian Ben Ali did by appointing 
his daughter as sole licensee of  
internet broadcast.

Like all modern day despots who 
fashion novel methods of  abridging 
free speech,  Buhari  chose an 
innocuous, economic weapon to deal 
with press freedom and free speech. 
This tactic falls in line with what the 
S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r y  o f  
Myanmar did to poet  Maung 
Saungkha in Burma. Writing on his 
Facebook post that he had a tattoo of  
Myint Swe, Acting President of  
Myabnmar, on his penis, Saungkha 
was arrested, tried and found guilty 
for  defamation.  He was then 
sentenced to a six-month jail term. It 
later turned out that the poet lied – he 
actually possessed no such tattoo! To 
the Swe puppet and the puppeteers 
however, the mere fact that Saungkha 
made reference to such “heinous” 
issue in an off-color poem courted the 
imperial wrath of  the state.

NBC's ostensible grouse with 
the broadcast outfits was that “they 
failed to renew their licenses as 
required by law.” Saddled with the 
role of  regulating the broadcast 
industry, NBC has acted more as a 
cudgel in the hands of  Buhari's 
Goebbels in its arbitrary imposition 
of  fines on TV and radio stations over 
programmes that questioned the 
l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 
government. After paying a huge 
sum for licence, the NBC again 
arbitrarily demands a 2.5% to be paid 
by these broadcast houses for every 
year of  their operation. This is in an 
era where electricity supply is near 
zero and where diesel is sold for 
about N850 a litre. Nigerians have 
also queried the quixotic addition of  
t h e  l i n e ,  “ i n  v i e w  o f  t h i s 
d eve l o p m e n t ,  t h e  c o n t i nu e d 
operation of  the debtor stations is 
illegal and constitutes a threat to 
national security,” to reasons why the 
NBC had to revoke the licences of  
the outfits.

Unknown to it, by shrinking the 
space against credible sources of  
information as represented by the 52 
broadcast outfits which operated 
under the radar of  the NBC, the 
Buhari government gave vent to a 
goblin it had repelled from mutating 
in the Nigerian space – multiplicity 
of  fake news. As opposed to its 
manual of  operation as broadcast 
regulator in its advisory capacity to 
the federal government, the NBC has 
become the Rottweiler of  the Buhari 
g o v e r n m e n t .  I t  i s  n e i t h e r 
autonomous, independent nor does 
it shun interference. The over-
politicization of  the commission and 
how the so-called regulator has 
morphed into Lai Mohammed's 
attack dog is a miserable mutation. 
By hacking those 52 broadcast media 
with its sledgehammer, Buhari has 
rendered many Nigerians jobless.

When you look at the Nigerian 
governmental firmament to find out 
where the repressive weapon of  the 
Buhari government against free 
speech is hung, look no further: It is 
in NBC! The government does not 
want to hound individuals into 
p r i son  as  i t  d id  wi th  Tunde 
Thompson and Nduka Irabor, via 
draconian Decree 4 of  1983 in its first 
coming. This has the tendency of  
attracting unnecessary attention and 
international odium. Its target now is 
institutional repression. That is why 
Nigerians must not take this arbitrary 
despotism cloaked in the shawl of  
economic generation for the Federal 
Government lying low. Our ultimate 
must be to see the end of  NBC.
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