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News

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Catholic faithful 
have been urged to 
reaffirm their love 

for Christ.
This was asserted during 

the feast of  Immaculate 
Heart of  Mary according 
to the Catholic calendar 
which is usually celebrated 
to imitate the love and vir-
tues of  the heart of  Virgin 
Mary the mother of  Jesus 
by sharing in her faithful-
ness to Jesus despite all 
odds.

It’s a period of  sober re-
flection on the love and 
sacrifice of  the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary to the birth Jesus 
Christ. It also reminded 

Catholic faithful urged to reaffirm love for Christ 

Catholic faithful to reaf-
firm their love for Jesus as 
depicted through the life of  
Mary who despite her ex-
perience of  joy and sorrow 
remained faithful to God.

The Catholic parish at 
Orji which derived its name 
from the Immaculate Heart 
of  Mary used the ceremo-
ny to commemorate the 
inception of  the parish at 
Orji in Owerri North LGA 
in 1985 from the Holy cross 
parish Uratta.

The parish marked the 
Anniversary of  the church 
with lots of  activities.

It recognized the found-
ing parish priest and the 
founding members as well 
as those who held various 

Abia INEC staff lock up REC
over unpaid allowances
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

R
esident Electoral 
Commissioner of  
Independent Na-

tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), Dr Joseph 
Iloh was on Tuesday locked 
up by staff  of  the electoral 
umpire at INEC’s head-
quarters in Umuahia, Abia 
State.
  He was prevented from 

leaving office at close of  
work, by the staff  of  his of-
fice who were demanding 
the payment of  some of  
their allowances. During the 
protest, the staff  used the 
staff  welfare bus of  INEC 
to block the main gate of  
INEC office, to prevent Dr. 
Iloh from going home after 
the end of  the day’s work, 
unless he affected the pay-

ment of  the said allowances. 
 According to some of  the 

angry staff  who pleaded an-
onymity, allowances, espe-
cially the ones accumulated 
during the primary elections 
of  political parties held in 
May and June, were still not 
paid to them. 
  This was made worse by 

the fact that the tenure of  Dr 
Iloh as REC is about to end, 
unless he is re-appointed. 
  “The staff  is afraid that 

we may not be paid those 
allowances if  the tenure of  
this present REC ends and 
another person takes over. 
So we want to eat the cake 
when it is still available and 
warm” an aggrieved INEC 
staff  complained.
 It was gathered that the 

Abia REC who watched the 
actions of  his staff  from his 
office window, sent a mes-

sage to them to calm down 
but the overture was turned 
down by the angry staff. 
  It took the peaceful inter-

ventions and explanations of  
some notable persons before 
the workers agreed to open 
the gate to allow the REC 
go, but with an ultimatum 
that their allowances must 
be cleared in few days time. 
  “We risked our lives during 

the primary elections yet the 
stipends we are supposed to 
receive are still in voicemail. 
If  they will treat us like this 
during primary, what will 
happen to us after the main 
election”, a female staff  
complained. 
  When contacted, the Pub-

lic Affairs Officer of  INEC 
in Abia State, Mr Bamidele 
Oyetunji explained that the 
issue was an internal matter 
but had been resolved.

Police hold passing-out parade
of recruits in Imo
By Grace Ofurum

T
he police training 
institution in Imo 
has held it’s passing 

out parade for over 400 po-
lice recruits comprising of  
both Abia and Imo states.

The ceremony took place 
at the force training school 
in Nekede Imo state on 6 
July 2022.

In his address, the In-
spector General of  Police 
Usman Alkali Baba re-
iterated that the training 
period is geared towards 
transforming the recruits 
from been civilians to pro-
fessional police officers 
with the necessary orien-
tation to meet up with the 
challenges of  policing in 
the Nigerian environment.

He reminded the recruits 
that the federal govern-
ment has reformed the 
police force  to enable it 
war against crimes and 
criminal elements that are 
threatening the communal 
values for peace, security 
and liberty.

The IGP also advised 
them to be discipline and 
play by the rules of  their 
engagement and warned 
them not to engage in any 
act culpable of  tarnishing 
the image of  the police 
force but to ensure good 
character, discipline and 
professionalism.

The inspector general 
of  police represented by 
AIG Isaac Akimelu also 

stated that the government 
has improved the welfare 
of  the police through sal-
ary increment, housing 
scheme, comfort in the 
training institution and 
others in a bid to appreci-
ate the effort of  the men of  
the police.

While addressing the 
recruits, the governor of  
Abia state governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu urged them to 
shun vices such as cultism, 
drug abuse, bribery and 
corruption that will im-
pede on their career in the 
Nigerian police but should 
be resolute in their quest to 
fight crime in the country.

The governor represent-
ed by the secretary to the 
state government, Barr 
Chris Ezem also advised 
them to explore the oppor-
tunity of  a higher institu-
tion to arm themselves of  
a degree to rise to a higher 
level in their profession.

In his vote of  thanks, the 
Commandant of  the insti-
tution ACP Rilwanu Shai-
bu expressed delight over 
the contribution of  the 
IGP Usman Alkali in pro-
viding the necessary logis-
tics and also to the gover-
nor of  Imo state senator 
Hope Uzodimma and the 
host community for ensur-
ing a peaceful atmosphere 
in and around the school 
before and during the du-
ration of  the course.

He assured that the re-
cruits comprising of  271 

from Imo state and 173 
from Abia state  are well 
equipped to discharge 
their duties  as Constables 
In their various Local gov-
ernment areas.

Some of  the recruits 
who spoke to newsmen 
Enyeribe Favour and Ada-
ku Dennis promised to 
abide by the tenets of  the 
profession and thanked 
the police force for finding 
them worthy to serve the 
country.

Also a relation of one of 
the recruits Chief Afam 
Obikwe (Ugochinyere 1 
of  Urratta expressed de-
light over the commitment 
of  the Nigerian police in 
fighting crimes and ad-
vised people not to be de-
tered by the negative im-
age been labeled against 
the Nigerian police but 
said, it’s a noble course to 
defend ones country and 
prayed God to sustain the 
effort of  the Nigeria po-
lice.

positions in the parish.
Speaking at the epoch 

ceremony, the pioneer par-
ish priest, Rev. Monsignor 
Kelvin Akagha in his ad-
monition told the congre-
gation that God prospers 
those who contribute to the 
prosperity of  the church.

He disclosed that the 
pioneer worshipers at the 
parish were committed, en-
thusiastic and showed max-
imum cooperation when 
the parish was founded.

He expressed joy over 
the progress the parish 
has made over the years in 
birthing other independ-
ent jurisdiction of  Blessed 
Tansi, St. Mark’s and St. 
Vincent. He urged the wor-

shipers not to relent in their 
efforts in serving God and 
humanity.

The parish priest, Rev 
Fr Cosmas Edochie stated 
that the church is growing 
in leaps and bound by the 
right foundation that was 
laid and still growing to the 
glory of  God.

He thanked those who 
founded the church from 
Holy parish Uratta and 
prayed God to continue 
their efforts while asking 
God to grant them success 
in life for their services to 
the house of  God.

Some of  the parishioners 
who spoke to News Echo 
expressed delight over the 
growth of  the parish and 
thanked God for granting 
them the privilege to wit-
ness the annual celebra-
tion.

The parish  pastoral 
council chairman, Dr. Fi-
delix Nwosu urged the 
faithful to use the celebra-

Abia now SME capital of Nigeria, says Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor of  Okez-
ie Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has said that his 

administration has encour-
aged over 1000 businesses 
between 2015 and now. 

The Governor stated this 
at Michael Okpara audito-
rium Umuahia on the occa-
sion of  the 2022 world SME 
day.  He promised that his 
government will continue to 
encourage and support more 
businesses as Abia is the 
SME capital of  Nigeria.

Ikpeazu pointed out that 
his choice of  SME as one 
of  the cardinal pillars of  his 
government was because of  
Abians’ talents in SME, add-
ing that it was  for that reason 
that his government decided 
to mainstream SME as well 

as dedicated the ministry of  
SME in the State. 

Governor Ikpeazu stated 
that idea, funding and patron-
age are essential in SME de-
velopment, and encouraged 
all who may want to venture 
into SME to think of  the pow-
er imbedded in them, be will-
ing to learn and act and also 
exhibit honesty.

He recalled that between 
2015 and today, Abia State 
has consistently won national 
awards in the SME sub-sector 
while rewarding the awardee 
from Abia Mr Tochukwu 
Clinton Chukwueke who 
emerged the Access bank 
overall MSME of  the year 
award with the sum of  One 
million Naira. 

The Abia Chief  Executive 
also presented winners who 
were selected for their busi-
ness proposals with start up 

funds ranging from 250- 750 
thousand naira each.

Earlier in her speech, the 
commissioner Ministry of  
Small and Medium Enterpris-
es Development Lady Adaku 
Oseiza pointed out that Abia 
is not lagging behind in SME 
development as Abia SME 
has scored many first includ-
ing setting up the Enyimba 
Automated Shoe Company, 
establishing an SME bank tai-
lored towards helping small 
businesses to thrive among 
others. She noted that Abians 
have consistently won various 
categories of  MSME annu-
al awards, sponsored by the 
office of  the Vice President, 
stressing that Abia SME un-
der Governor Ikpeazu has 
made progress and could em-
inently pass the international 
best practices parameter set 
up by the United Nations.

tion of  the Immaculate 
heart of  Mary to continue 
to be steadfast even in the 
place of  insecurity chal-
lenges and charged them 
to endeavor to emulate the 
life of  Mary the mother of  
Jesus.

Barr. Sir Vincent Anne-
bunwa KSJ disclosed that 
there was relative peace 
and unity in the parish as 
there’s no discrimination 
of  being an indigene or not 
and urged them to main-
tain the status quo of  the 
founding fathers of  the 
parish.

The financial secretary, 
St Joachim CMO, Com-
rade Okonkwo Callistus 
thanked God for the suc-
cess of  the ceremony and 
advised the worshipers to 
continue to do the work 
of  God as they will be re-
warded in due course.

In his remarks, the for-
mer General Secretary 
of  the church, Ugwumba 
Cosmas Ohaeri advised 
the members to continue to 
serve God and the church 
diligently and prayed for 

the formation of  new out 
stations.

Chief  Sir Theophilus 
Duru, Ezeji Desmond 
Mmadu in their separate 
speeches prayed for the 
continuous co-operation 
and collective responsibil-
ity of  the members to en-
sure that the church moves 
forward.

Ezeji noted that the rec-
ognition of  the founding 
members and functionar-
ies  is commendable and 
expressed hope that the 
gesture will inspire the ben-
eficiaries to render more 
services to God and the 
church.

The chairman plan-
ning committee of  the 
program, Sir John Bosco 
Uhie thanked God for the 
success of  the event while 
expressing thanks to the 
pioneer parish priest and 
the current parish priest for 
their contribution towards 
the growth and develop-
ment of  the church and 
prayed God to sustain their 
efforts.

... As they celebrate feast of  Immaculate Heart of  Mary

I, formerly called, 

known and addressed as 

Ferdinard Ugonna now 

wish to be called, known 

and addressed as 

Nnodim Ugonna 

Russel. All former 

documents remain valid. 

The general public 

should please take note.

Signed: 

Nnodim Ugonna Russel

CHANGE OF NAME



Former Anambra prison inmate bags 
NOUN degree in peace studies

News

From Ovat Mike
Onitsha 

T
he Association of  
Master Bakers and 
Caterers of  Nige-

ria (AMBCN), South East 
chapter, will withdraw its 
services from July 13, as di-
rected by its national body. 
The Zonal Chairman of  the 
association, Chief  Dominic 
Nwibe made this known in 
an interview with our corre-
spondent Wednesday. An-

ambra State is presumed to 
have the highest number of  
bread bakers in the South-
East.
  In June 26, National Pres-

ident of  AMBCN, Mallam 
Mansur Umar said mem-
bers would begin a two-
week strike from July 13, 
citing increase in prices of  
bakery materials.
  He said, “We had a zonal 

meeting in Abakaliki and 
decided to follow the direc-
tive which is supposed to 

Governor Uzodimma addresses Imo Teachers at the Physical Veri�cation of Government Secondary School Teachers.

last for two weeks. “A bag of  
baking flour which hitherto 
cost N25, 000 presently cost 
N28, 000 and is worrisome 
that it will keep increasing.
 “A bag of  sugar which 

hitherto cost N9, 000 pres-
ently cost N30, 000 while 20 
litres of  groundnut oil costs 
about N20, 000,” he said. 
He said that the members 
felt it was unnecessary to 
keep increasing the prices 
of  bakery products such as 
bread at the detriment of  

customers.
 He said: “The custom-

ers would feel that we are 
greedy and we want to let 
the federal government 
know that the situation had 
become unbearable. 
  “We are asking for the lib-

eralisation of  sugar impor-
tation process to break the 
monopoly by two or three 
firms. 
  “These firms import sugar 

and control its price mech-
anisms as the withdrawal 
of  services will make our 
customers know we are tell-
ing the truth on reasons for 
price increases.” 
The zonal chairman re-
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gretted that the authorities 
blamed the high cost of  ma-
terials on economic effects 
of  the invasion of  Ukraine 
by Russia. “We don’t see 
any justification to this as-
sertion as flour for instance, 
can be sourced from nearby 
countries,” he said.
Also speaking, the south 

east Zonal Secretary of  the 
association, Mr Okey Ezea-
nata said that bakers have 
been seriously affected by 
the development as most of  
them ‘have closed shops”.
 “The market forces have 

been unfair to us and as the 
time we increased prices of  
products in April till pres-

ent, there have been several 
changes.
 “We urge the federal gov-

ernment to allow mass par-
ticipation in our materials’ 
importation process just like 
in the telecommunication 
sector,” he said. 
The association alleged that 

the National Wheat Culti-
vation Committee already 
constituted is yet to be inau-
gurated after over one year. 
 In March, bakers com-

plained that the hike in die-
sel price and exchange rate 
volatility caused many of  its 
members across the country 
to shut down their business 
operations.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
former Awka Correc-
tional Centre inmate, 
in Anambra State, 

Livinus Ugwu, has earned a 
degree in peace and conflict 
resolution of  the National 
Open University of  Nigeria 
(NOUN). Ugwu, it was gath-
ered was discharged from the 
centre in 2018 after serving a 
21-year-jail term. He began 
the degree programme while 
in incarceration.

Receiving the certificate 
from NOUN on Wednesday 
at the correctional centre, the 
visibly excited Ugwu attrib-
uted his success to commit-
ment and dedication, while 
appreciating both the au-
thorities of  the Correctional 
Service and NOUN for the 
opportunity given to him to 
advance his education.

He urged people in such 
circumstances not to allow 

their condition to constitute 
a barrier to their progress in 
life, stating that such setbacks 
should be seen as a stopgap.

He said, “The world gath-
ered today because of  a one-
time inmate like me. I learnt 
so many things while in pris-
on, including tailoring and 
laundry because I brought 
myself  low.

 “I thank officers of  the 
Correctional Service and 
the Open University for the 
opportunity. They were so 
passionate, they took us like 
their own children. I start-
ed from Warri before I was 
moved to Onitsha where I 
established adult education. 
Don’t allow the four corners 
(prison) to weigh you down. 
See here as stepping stone to 
greater heights.”

Presenting the certificate 
on behalf  of  the universi-
ty, Director, NOUN Awka 
Study Centre, Prof. Scho-
lastica Ezeribe said the 

programme was targeted at 
imparting lives, including 
providing education to the 
inmates.

The director said, “The 
programme is a clear demon-
stration of  the importance 
the institution (NOUN) 
attached to inmates’ educa-
tion. We believe in rehabili-
tation through education, no 
one is a write off.

 “That’s why we give schol-
arship to inmates, even after 
being discharged; so as to 
equip them to be responsible 
citizens after leaving the pris-
on walls.”

Speaking, the Controller, 
Anambra State Command, 
Nigerian Correctional Ser-
vice, Pat Chukwuemeka, 
said the scheme, which he 
described as his brainchild, 
was initiated for the educa-
tional development and skill 
empowerment of  inmates.

Appreciating the pro-
gramme facilitators for their 

Bread scarcity looms in Anambra as 
South East bakers threaten strike 

assistance to the graduate, 
Chukwuemeka hailed the 
graduate for achieving the 
feat despite being in incar-
ceration, appealing to other 
inmates to emulate him to 
upgrade themselves.

NOUN desk officer, 
NCoS, Dr.Henry Nwokoye, 
urged the inmates to see 
their situation as blessing in 
disguise, as well as opportu-
nity to uplift and add value 
to their lives.

NGO sues Rivers State govt for prolonged 
incarceration of inmates
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt 

A 
non-governmental 
organization known 
as Legal Care Advo-

cacy Foundation has com-
menced legal proceedings 
against the Rivers State gov-
ernment, the Commissioner 
of  Police in the state, and 
the Deputy Comptroller, 
Maximum Security Custo-
dian Centre Port Harcourt 
over the continued incarcer-
ation of  more than a hun-
dred inmates. 

The NGO is in court to 
demand the release of  the 
inmates from the Port Har-
court Correctional centers 
because some have spent 
more than ten years without 
trial, arraignment, and or 

advice from the directorate 
of  public prosecution.

When the matter was 
mentioned before, Justice 
Haribaba Dagogo jack after 
listening to the applicant’s 
lawyer, ordered that a hear-
ing notice be served on the 
three respondents before ad-
journing the case to the 14th 
of  October 2022 for hearing.

Counsel to the NGO, 
Chudidi who spoke to Jour-
nalists shortly after the court 
proceedings explained the 
that his client took the le-
gal action to help write the 
wrongs against the people.

He said those in detention 
have spent more than the 
required number of  years 
in detention and should be 
allowed to enjoy their free-
dom.
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I ‘ll challenge my sack in court 
- Ex-LGA chairman tells Ikpeazu, 
ABSG
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State govern-
ment has been 
told to prepare for 

a legal battle by Mr Ibe 
Nwoke, the removed exec-
utive Chairman of  Obing-
wa LGA of  Abia State.

Nwoke, who recently de-
camped to the Young Pro-
gressive Party(YPP) was 
last Monday, replaced by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
who sworn-in  the Depu -
ty Chairman of  Obingwa, 
Mrs Uloma Nwogu, as the 
new executive Chairman.

While swearing-in Mrs 
Nwogu as the new exec-
utive Chairman, Ikpeazu 
said he was in receipt of  a 
letter written by Ibe Nwoke 
dated 23rd May where he 
resigned his membership 
of  PDP.

The Governor said that 
such action was in breach 
of  Abia State local govern-

ment system, pointing out 
that it contravened Section 
23, sub-section 1(f) of  Abia 
State local government 
Law No.2 of  2006.

Rejecting his removal, 
Hon Ibe Nwoke insisted 
that there was a restraining 
Court order against any at-
tempt to remove him as the 
Chairman.

He wondered why Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu 
would swear-in Mrs Ulo-
ma Nwogu as executive 
Chairman of  Obingwa 
even when he was nev-
er impeached by elected 
councilors of  the LGA.

Nwoke therefore noted 
that his legal team would 
be taking legal actions 
against this removal as 
according to him, due pro-
cess was never applied be-
fore his removal.

Nwoke further vowed to 
contest for Obingwa/Osi-
sioma/Obingwa federal 
constituency under YPP.
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s Osun State guber election 

Ad a t e  d r aw s  n e a r e r,  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 

Electoral Commission INEC, political 
parties, their various candidates are 
preparing in top forms to meet the day 
with victory but voting public who 
believes, it is another test case for INEC 
to further confirm whether or not the 
thirsty Nigerians can trust their 
capacity and abilities to conduct a 
credible polls in the 2023, general 
elections.

The National Chairman of  the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, Prof Mahmood Yakubu, 
on Saturday said preparation had been 
made to ensure a free, fair and credible 
governorship election in Osun State.

Yakubu, who expressed concerns 
about the cases of vote buying during 
the recent governorship election in 
Ekiti State, said security and anti-
corruption agencies had been mobilised 
to forestall a recurrence in Osun State 
on July 16, 2022.

The INEC boss further said, “The 
commission is deploying a readiness 
assessment team to Osun State next 
week to assess our preparations for the 
elections. We will visit some of our 
local government (areas) offices in the 
state, hold meetings with our staff, 
brief the Council of Traditional Rulers 
to solicit the support of their Royal 
Majesties for peaceful elections, and 
meet with the security agencies and 
transporters.

“We will also observe the mock 
accreditation of voters in some polling 
units across the three senatorial 
districts of  the state to test the 
functionality of the Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System.

“A few days to the election, we will 
return to Osun State to meet with the 
stakeholders and for the signing of the 
Peace Accord by political parties and 
candidates under the auspices of the 
National Peace Committee.”

The INEC boss added, “Arising 
from the experience of the recent Ekiti 
State governorship election, the 
commission is keeping a close watch on 
the security situation in Osun State. 
Although it is generally calm at the 
m o m e n t ,  we  a r e  n e ve r t h e l e s s 
concerned about reports of clashes in 
some places.

Majority of Nigerians have often 
expressed strong reservations about the 

performance of Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, on 
previous elections held under the watch 
of the present INEC Chairman, Prof 
Mahmud Yakubu who during his 
screening exercise before the senate 
prior to his confirmation as Chairman 
of the Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, performed so well 
in his responses on questions thrown at 
him by screening senators to contrary to 
his abysmal low practical performance 
which ended up leaving soured grapes 
in the mouths of electorates, observers 
and Nigerians in general.  

In most cases, INEC's irritating low 
p e r f o r m a n c e  h a s  c a u s e d  m a n y 
N i g e r i a n s  t o  l o s e  f a i t h  t h e i r 
competence and genuineness, though 
INEC has stoutly defended its conduct 
of elections.

Going back the memory lane, many 
Nigerians believed that the Osun rerun 
was conjured up by INEC under the 
influence of powerful forces who were 
desperate to subvert the people's will in 
the election in order to create time and 
space for the many infractions observed 
dur ing  the  rer un  of  Thursday, 
September 27, 2019. The Nigeria Civil 
Society Situation Room rightly 
observes that “the circumstances that 
led to the cancellation of the election in 
the seven polling units where the 
election were rerun including violence, 
also repeated themselves in most of this 
election, raising questions on why 
results obtained under these conditions 
should now stand”.

Undoubtedly, the Osun debacle 
borrowed its roots from the earlier Ekiti 
governorship election that was heavily 
militarized with the security agencies 
showing unmitigated bias against some 
parties and favour for another. It is 
therefore most unfortunate that the 
zeal and enthusiasm with which 
Nigerians then registered for and 
collected their Permanent Voters Card 
( P VC s )  wa s  d a m p e n e d  by  t h e 
shenanigans of those in authority.

We, therefore urge INEC to realise, 
they owe posterity their integrity. They 
o w e  t h e  n a t i o n  t h e i r  s w o r n 
impartiality. They must realize that 
sovereignty resides with the people and 
the people have the freedom to exercise 
it during elections as Osun election 
would be another measure of  the 
Commission's dignity.

Friday 8 - Saturday 9 July, 2022  Page 4



n the absence of  an 11th Ih o u r  m i r a c l e ,  w h e n 
a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  t h e 

performance of  the executive 
arm of  government will be 
carried out on May 29 next year, 
using the economy, security and 
corruption as indices of  the 
d i s c o u r s e s ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari may likely 
go down as a failed leader.  

I f  t h i s  h a p p e n s ,  t h e 
legislative arm of  government 
should largely be blamed. In the 
first instance, for failing to invoke 
the doctrine of  checks and 
balances to ensure that the 
p r e s i d e n t  d i s c h a r g e s  h i s 
statutory obligations, in line with 
national interest and aspirations. 
In the second place, for failing to 
halt the breach of  the federal 
character principle by the 
president. Thirdly, for failing to 
interrogate the executive for 
s l id ing  economic  indices, 
worsening corruption, rising 
insecur i ty,  cap i ta l  f l i gh t , 
mounting loans, a multiple tax 
burden, unemployment, and 
d e c ay i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e, 
including poor electricity and 
education. 

For these flops, the ninth 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b ly  i s  a n 
accessory to the current woes of  
the country, and cannot be 
absolved. The legislature is the 
second organ of  government, 
free and independent of  the 
control of  the executive, yet the 
lawmakers have made it an 
extension and apron string of  the 
president.

S i g n s  t h a t  t h e  n i n t h 
National Assembly will be a 
weakling and lack a mind of  its 
own emerged when the Senate 
president, Ahmad Lawan said 
“any request that comes from 
Mr. President is a request that 
will make Nigeria a better 
place”, and would therefore be 
expedi t ious ly  passed  in to 
legislation. 

I am most certain that even 
the chairman of  Presidential 
Advisory Committee Against 
Corruption (PACAC), Professor 
Itse Sagay (SAN), whom Lawan 
was receiving at the time he 
made this remark, would have 
been shocked at the statement. 

With that declaration by 
the Senate president and head of  
the National Assembly, the 
legislature had violated the 
doctrine of  separation of  powers 
and checks and balances as 
e n u n c i a t e d  b y  F r e n c h 
philosopher, Charles Baron 
Montesquieu, in his book, The 
Spirit of  Law. The intention of  
Montesquieu was the need to 
separate the three organs of  
g ove r n m e n t ,  n a m e ly,  t h e 
execut ive,  leg is la ture  and 

judiciary, to enable each arm 
serve as check on the other in 
order to ensure equilibrium.

The principle is aimed at 
protecting the respective liberties 
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a r m s  o f  
government, and preventing any 
of  the organs from becoming too 
powerful as to transmute into 
tyranny and authoritarianism.  
The doctrine has become a 
template for good governance 
and global reference for the 
protection and advancement of  
egalitarianism. It forms part of  
the constitution in countries 
where democracy is practiced.

For  undermining  th i s 
doctrine, Lawan has not only 
sacrificed the trust of  the people 
o n  t h e  a l t a r  o f  s e l f -
aggrandisement but projected 
President Buhari as an all-
knowing and omniscient leader 
who can do no wrong, and 
whose intellectual capacity is 
beyond the competence of  both 
the  Senate  and  House  o f  
Representatives.  

Bes ides,  the  Nat ional 
A s s e m b l y  ( N A S S )  h a s 
encouraged the creation and 
emergence of  an all-powerful 
president with the uninhibited 
liberty to go off-course at will, 
even on matters of  national 
interest. For example, the federal 
character principle, as contained 
in the 1999 Constitution, has 
been breached with impunity by 
President Buhari, who despite 
criticism, has shown no remorse 
about this.

Section 14, Sub-section 3 of  
the 1999 Constitution says that, 
“The  compos i t ion  o f  the 
Government of  the Federation 
or any of  its agencies and the 
conduct of  its affairs shall be 
carried out in such a manner as 
to reflect the federal character of  
Nigeria and the need to promote 
national unity, and also to 
command national loyalty, 
thereby ensuring that there shall 
be no predominance of  persons 
from a few states or from a few 
ethnic or other sectional groups 
in that Government or in any of  
its agencies.”

The Buhari administration 
has done exactly the opposite. 
All key national appointments 
contravene Section 14, Sub-
section 3, as evidently reflected 
in the dominance of  people from 
the North, and particularly from 
the Fulani ethnic group.  Yet, the 
Senate sees nothing wrong with 
this imbalance, as long as it 
originates from the president. By 
this, the president has promoted 
what the constitution intended to 
avoid – disunity and national 
disloyalty. 

All key and juicy ministries, 
depar tments  and agencies 
( M DA s )  o f  g o ve r n m e n t , 

including security agencies, are 
headed and firmly in the hands 
of  Northerners, just as all the 
three organs of  government were 
headed by Northerners up till a 
few weeks ago, when Ibrahim 
Tanko Muhammad resigned as 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria, paving 
the way for the most senior 
justice, Olukayode Ariwoola, a 
Southerner, in acting capacity.

I t  i s  s m a l l  w o n d e r , 
there fore,  tha t  Niger ia  i s 
currently plagued by disunity, 
d i s loya l ty  and  susp ic ion , 
induced by disenchantment 
arising from the dominance of  
other sections of  the country by 
the Northern region. This is an 
aberration for a country that is 
made up of  different ethnic 
nationalities, which have agreed 
to come together  under  a 
federation of  equal partners, 
anchored on sincerity, equity and 
justice, particularly in matters 
pertaining to appointments and 
the distribution of  national 
resources.

In advanced democracies, 
t h e  S e n a t e  w o u l d  h a v e 
compelled the president to 
reverse such appointments to 
reflect the federal character or 
face impeachment. But the 
National Assembly lacks the 
courage to reject  Buhari 's 
nominees or even initiate a threat 
of  impeachment, obviously for 
fear of  the intimidation of  the 
executive. 

Put differently, despite the 
dangers posed to the unity of  the 
country by this constitutional 
contravention, the Senate has 
seen no reason to veto the 
president's nominees, despite 
concerns about backlashes and 
the fear of  disunity and national 
disloyalty, as envisaged by the 
Constitution.

W h e n  a  c o u n t r y 
deliberately closes its doors 
against other sections and ethnic 
groups, just to achieve ethnic 
dominance, it unwittingly misses 
the contributions of  intelligent 
and bright minds from the 
neglected areas to national 
development. That the country 
has been on a downward swing 
in the last seven years, is the price 
of  nepotism.

Ironically, those who have 
been favoured by this structural 
abnormality do not see anything 
wrong with it, even within the 
context of  the constitution. They 
keep blind eyes, reminding 
others that Nigeria's unity is not 
negotiable. This is an illusion. 
Attaining peace in the face of  the 
obvious mismanagement of  
d ive r s i t i e s  and  d i shones t 
policies, is a tall order. 

From the demeanour of  the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y,  t h e 
lawmakers are overwhelmed by 

subservient corporatism and the 
loss of  liberty. This has eroded its 
influence and degraded the 
premium placed on it by the 
executive.  This is evident during 
NASS committee meetings 
when some ministers, including 
senior officials of  the executive, 
f lagrant ly  snub summons, 
par ticularly during budget 
r e v i e w  s e s s i o n s  b y  t h e 
Committee on Finance and 
Appropriation. Yet, these same 
ministers and senior officials are 
the first to raise grounds for 
fur ther  amendments  a f ter 
budgets have been transmitted to 
the president, leading, in some 
cases, to delay in passage of  the 
country's national budget.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e 
judiciary is also unable to invoke 
the doctrine of  checks and 
balances, as it appears not to 
h ave  r e c ove r e d  f r o m  t h e 
intimidation it suffered in the 
hands of  the executive when 
operatives of  the Department of  
State Services (DSS) raided the 
homes of  some federal judges, 
including serving Supreme 
Court justices, in 2016.  

Perhaps, if  the law makers 
were courageous enough, and 
the judiciary lives up to its 
billings to restrain the president 
appropriately, the executive 
would have been shaped up. 

Calls for federalism, and 
e m e r g e n c e  o f  s e p a r a t i s t 
movements in Nigeria are 
s y m p t o m s  o f  n a t i o n a l 
discontent.  When the majority 
of  people are not happy owing to 
the domination of  one ethnic 
group or section over others, 
coupled with rising insecurity 

and a worsening economy, this 
implies that the government is 
inefficient.

An efficient government is 
one that is able to ensure “the 
greatest happiness of  the greatest 
number of  people”.  This is a 
measurement performance tool 
d e v e l o p e d  b y  E n g l i s h 
philosopher and jurist, Jeremy 
B e n t h a m ,  w h i c h  w o r l d 
r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
scientists deploy to assess 
governments globally. 

S i n c e  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly has abdicated its 
autonomy and authority, who 
then can challenge the executive 
ove r  b r e a c h e s  o f  f e d e r a l 
character principle and other 
statutory obligations, including 
those on economic and security 
management? If  Chief  Gani 
Fawehinmi of  blessed memory 
were alive, no doubt, he would 
have  in s t i tu t ed  l i t i ga t ion 
pertaining to this. 

The National Assembly 
appears not to understand the 
essence of  Montesquieu's theory. 
Therefore, it will do the country 
good for lawmakers to take basic 
courses in Political Science 
during their training at the 
National Institute for Legislative 
and Democratic Studies.

As it stands, what legacy 
w i l l  t h e  n i n t h  N a t i o n a l 
A s s e m b l y ,  u n d e r  t h e 
chairmanship of  Ahmad Lawan, 
be leaving as the lawmakers 
vacate office in less than a year 
from now? Certainly, they 
cannot be divorced from the 
performance of  the Buhari 
administration when the score 
card is released on May 29, 2023.
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Ekweremadu, wife remanded in 
custody till August 4

Sex workers demand end to violence, stigma against them
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group, Greater Wom-
en Initiative For 
Health And Right, 

has raised alarm over in-
creasing violence and general 
stigma against sex workers in 
Nigeria.

The general stigma, ac-
cording to the group, has cost 
the lives of  many sex work-
ers and robbed them of  their 
rights in the society.

Addressing sex workers 
and Journalists during a 
workshop it organised on 
the rights and potentials of  
sex workers in Nigeria, the 
group, through its executive 
director, Josephine Aseme, 
called for an end to negative 
perception of  sex workers by 
the society.

The group which works in 

partnership with the French 
embassy and USAID, also 
condemned the degradation 
of  women who did not get 
married or those with chal-
lenges of  child bearing, argu-
ing that no woman should be 
termed a failure because of  
these issues.

Aseme lamented that 
many sex workers have been 
killed, raped or harassed in 
the course of  providing their 
services while some others 
have committed suicide in 
frustration, without receiving 
deserved media interests.

 “A sex worker was killed 
in Lagos the other because a 
religious book found under 
her bed. If  a sex worker fights 
with a customer, the media, 
most of  times, expose the face 
of  the sex worker and cover 
the face of  the male customer 
and this is discrimination and 

stigma,” Aseme said.
She made it known that 

her organisation which has 
branches in Enugu, Rivers 
and Abia States promotes 
quality healthcare among 
sex workers, adding that fi-
nancial assistance for private 
businesses are being provided 
for sex workers by her  organ-
isation, after skill acquisition 
programs.

“We encourage them to 
get tested for HIV and other 
sexually transmitted diseases 
every three months.  We also 
advocate justice for abused 
sex workers.”

 “Many sex workers are the 
bread winners of  their fam-
ilies but unfortunately they 
are stigmatised as criminals. 
However, we fight child traf-
fickers who pick small girls 
from the village and bring 
them to brothels as sex work-

ers.”
 “There is a difference be-

tween sex work and child traf-
ficking. I will expose  hotels, 
brothels  any individual who 
indulge in child trafficking.”

She however cautioned sex 
workers against harbouring 
criminals or advised them 
against mismanaging their 
finances on frivolities.

She appealed to the feder-
al ministry of  women affairs 
and Abia State government 
to provide financial supports 
for sex workers and to in-
clude them in skill acquisition 
programs.

Some sex workers who 
spoke during the event re-
called how they were trained 
and empowered for private 
businesses by Greater Wom-
en Initiative for Health and 
Right.

T
he Westminster mag-
istrate court in the 
United Kingdom has 

ruled that David Ukpo, a 
purported kidney donor for 
the daughter of  Ike and Be-
atrice Ekweremadu, is not a 
minor.

The court gave the ruling 
on Thursday when Ekw-
eremadu, a former deputy 
president of  the senate, and 
Beatrice, his wife, appeared 
before for trial.

Ukpo admitted to the 
court that he is 21 years old 
and had been in the UK 
since February but only pre-
sented himself  to the police 
in May.

The lawmaker and his 
wife pleaded not guilty to the 
charges of  human trafficking 
and organ harvesting in the 
UK.

Ekweremadu and his wife, 
Beatrice were arrested by the 
British police on June 23 on 
allegations of  human traf-
ficking and organ harvesting 
that violate the country’s 
Modern Slavery Act.

The police authorities had 
accused the lawmaker of  
conspiring to bring a child 
to the United Kingdom for 
organ harvesting, saying the 
victim was a 15-year-old boy.

But during the first hearing 
of  the case on Thursday, the 
prosecution accepted that 
Ukpo is 21years old and not 
15 years old.

Senator Ekweremadu and 
his wife, Beatrice, have been 
remanded in custody until 
the next hearing which the 
court fixed for August 4 for 
the next hearing. Present 
at the hearing were some 
members of  the Senate and 
delegates from the Nigerian 
High Commission. 

Also present were former 
Senate Minority Leader, 
Eyinnanya Abaribe, former 
Senate President, David 
Mark, former Minister of  
State for Education, Chuk-
wuemeka Nwajiuba and 
the Chairman of  the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, Adamu Bulkachuwa.

Army Day 2022: Wives of army officers lavish palliatives 
on widows, schools, hospitals
By Jennifer John 

A
rmy officers’ wives, 
under the aegis of  
Nigerian Army Of-

ficers Wives Association 
(NAOWA) have lavished 
empowerment packages on 
widows of  deceased military 

officers, as well as military 
schools and hospitals in Imo 
State.
Speaking while donating the 

items, wife of  the Chief  of  
Army Staff, Yahaya who was 
represented by Mrs Apollo-
nia Ezugwu the emphasized 
on the need for wives of  

The sex workers during their workshop in Umuahia.

Anambra State govt begins 
development of tourist sites 
From Uchenna Ezeadigw,
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernment has kicked 
off  the process of  

developing Agulu Lake Re-
sort and other tourist sites 
to make the state a tourism 
destination in Nigeria. 

News Echo reports that 
the Commissioner for Cul-
ture, Entertainment and 
Tourism, Comrade Don 
Onyenji made this known 
while defending the 2022 
budget estimate of  the min-
istry before the Anambra 
State House of  Assembly 
committee on Culture and 
Tourism. 

According to the commis-
sioner, entries and designs 
for the legendary Agulu 
Lake Resort and collation 
of  all heritage sites in An-
ambra state are ongoing to 
meet the tourist needs of  the 
state. 

Comrade Onyenji in-
formed the committee that 
the state government has 
equally acquired land for 
the construction of  Anam-
bra state cultural centre that 
can showcase the state’s cul-
tural heritage and serve as a 
tourist site, as well as gener-
ate income for the state and 
that the ministry will organ-
ize Anambra entertainment 
conference, beauty pageant, 
masquerade festival among 

others to achieve the vision 
of  Governor Soludo. 

While commending the 
ministry for putting up im-
pressive budget defense, 
the Deputy Chairman of  
the committee, Honourable 
Nonso Okafor charged the 
key officials of  the minis-
try to use the significant 
increase in their budget pro-
vision to make Anambra a 
tourism destination and di-
rected them to furnish the 
committee with the details 
of  the two point five billion 
naira earmarked for the 
Agulu Lake Resort project. 

On his part, a member of  
the Committee, Honourable 
Patrick Obalum Udeoba, 
urged the ministry to incor-

serving military personnel 
to rededicate themselves in 
supporting their families, 
children, youths, women and 
especially the vulnerable peo-
ple in their midst.
She reminded them of  their 

responsibility of  keeping 
their home front and protect-

• Court declares ‘kidney donor’ 
not a minor

ing the sanctity of  their fam-
ilies which will in turn rub 
off  positively on the entire 
country.
The wives of  army officers 

complemented the effort of  
their husbands by making 
what they called token dona-
tion to widows of  fallen he-
roes, staff  of  NAOWA nurs-
ery and primary school. 
They donated some of-

fice equipment including; 
Computer sets, photocopy 
machine, lesser jet printer, 
scanner, power generating set 
and an office cabinet to their 
school at the Barracks.
The association also donat-

ed some medical equipment 
to the 34 Artillery Brigade 
medical centre. The equip-
ment included; Automated 
External Defibrillator, am-
bush bags, stretcher, labora-
tory microscopes, oxygen cyl-
inder with guage, weighing 
scales, suction machines and 
digital blood pressure moni-
toring apparatus.

Eid-El Kabir: FG declares July 11th, 12th As public holidays  

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has declared 
Monday 11th and 
Tuesday 12th July, 

2022, as public holidays to 
mark this year’s Eid-el-Kabir 
celebration.
The Minister of  Interior, 

Ogbeni Rauf  Aregbesola, 
who made the declaration on 
behalf  of  the Federal Gov-
ernment on Thursday, con-
gratulated all Muslims and 
Nigerians both at home and 
in the Diaspora on this occa-
sion. “I call on Muslims to 
continue to imbibe the spirit 
of  love, peace, kindness and 

sacrifice, as exemplified by the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace be upon Him) and to 
also use the period to pray for 
peace, unity, prosperity and 
the stability of  the country, 
considering the challenges of  
insecurity we face at the mo-
ment” Aregbesola stated in a 
communique.
The Minister assured Nige-

rians that the administration 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari is “committed to the 
security of  lives and properties 
of  all Nigerians, empowering 
the citizens for successful liv-
ing, the provisions of  social 

investments programmes 
and adequate security in the 
schools”.
Aregbesola, while wishing 

Muslims a happy Eid-el Kabir 
celebration, urged Nigerians 
to take responsibility by re-
porting any suspicious indi-
viduals and criminal activities 
they observed around them 
to law enforcement agencies 
with the use of  N-Alerts appli-
cation that has been designed 
to mitigate security challenges 
with prompt response from 
security agencies: as soon 
as you “See Something Do 
N-Alerts”, most especially 

during this festival.
He also enjoined all Nigeri-

ans to be vigilant and obser-
vant of  intruders in their com-
munities. “We must all take 
responsibility for the security 
of  lives and property as we 
celebrate this year’s festival,” 
he admonished. Aregbeso-
la craved the indulgence of  
every Nigerians “to come to-
gether, put heads, hearts and 
all we have together, in order 
to achieve relative peace for 
harmonious coexistence and 
put an end to insecurities in 
Nigeria”. The minister as-
sured Nigerians of  the gov-
ernment’s protection for all 
law-abiding citizens.



h e s e  v a c a t i o n Tpictures are giving us 
all the inspiration to 

jet out of  this country - if  we 
had the money.

Many female celebrities 
h a v e  b e e n  g o i n g  o n 
vacations. From Santorini to 
Monaco we have  been 
watching and enjoying 
o u r s e l v e s  v i c a r i o u s l y 
through their Instagram. 

Here are five female 
celebrities' vacation pictures 
we absolutely adore. 

Nancy Isime 
We  w e r e  l i t e r a l l y 

screaming, 'Nancy, take us 
with you.' as she sat on the 
seas of  Santorini Greece. 

Nancy chose loose-

inally, it is cool to Fwear hats again and 
not just  because 

your hair is unmade.
One of  the foremost 

fashion trends of  2022 is 
hats. From berets to crochet 
hats to baseball caps to 
buckets hats and fedoras, 
hats are everywhere! 

1. Fedoras 
Fedoras are always an 

interesting way to make a 
statement. It gives you a 
Beyonce moment  and 
announces your presence. 

Fe d o r a s  a r e  a l s o 
incredibly elegant, they add 
finesse to your look and 
make you like Meghan 
Markle. 

2. Berets 
Berets give a very 

Parisian vibe because they 

are so incredibly chic. You 
look like a refined gangsta 
with your berets. 

3. Bucket hats 
I f  you don' t  have 

bucket hair right now, then 
you are seriously lagging in 
pop culture outfits. Bucket 
hats have so many design 
varieties, the coolest now is 
the crochet bucket hat. 

4. Baseball hats 
Ever since the baseball 

cap was made, they have 
always been in style. 

An interesting thing 
women do these days is to 
pair baseball hats with 
gowns. 

5. Straw hats 
W h e t h e r  yo u  a r e 

going to the beach or out 
for a night out, you can 
always wear a straw hat. 

fitting outfits and free outfits 
t o  s p e n d  h e r  t i m e  i n 
Santorini 

And then she jetted off  
to Tuscany for some wine. 

She rocked all these two-
pieces to perfection. 

Maria 
First Greece and then 

Paris. 
Maria is ready to pepper 

her haters and her lovers 
alike. 

My favourite picture of  
hers is the one with the 
butterfly top. 

Lily Afegbai 
When in Paris? Dress 

l ike the Parisians. Lily 
wearing tweed and the beret 
is giving us Emily in Paris. 

Love it. 
Toke Makinwa 
Toke is summering in 

the south of  France. She 
announced that in a stunning 
frill gown from Style Temple. 

Then we see her in 
London, having a buoyant 
breakfast spread. Amazing. 

Then we see her in 
Norway looking chic in an 
oversized white shirt and 
shorts. 

Chioma Ikokwu 
Chioma also went to 

F r a n c e  t o  s p e n d  h e r 
vacation. 

And of  course,  she 
wears  des igner  c lothes 
t h r o u g h o u t  a n d  l o o k s 
stunning in every picture. 
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resident Muhammadu PBuhari on Wednesday 
reshuffled his cabinet 

with eleven (11) ministers 
affected in the adjustment, 
after thirty-eight (8) months 
into his second tenure that 
began counting from May 29, 
2022 and seven months before 
the 2023 presidential election 
in the country.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o 
administered an oath of  office 
to seven newly appointed 
ministers recently confirmed 
by the Senate.

The new ministers took the 
oath of  office shortly before 
the commencement of  the 
Federal Executive Council 
Meet ing at  the  Counci l 
Chamber.

H e  u r g e d  t h e  n e w 
ministerial appointees to 
consider their emergence as a 
call to duty that demands 
diligent service to the nation.

Those sworn in are Henry 
Ikoh (Abia), Umana Okon 
Umana (Akwa-Ibom), Udi 
Odum (Rivers), Ademola 
Adegoroye (Ondo), Umar 
Ibrahim El-Yakub (Kano), 
Goodluck Nana Opiah (Imo) 
and Ekumankama Nkama 
(Ebonyi).

The seven (7) ministers 
w h e r e  t h o s e  w h o s e 
appointments were confirmed 
by the senate on June 29 and 
were sworn in by the president 
before the federal executive 
council (FEC) meeting.

The Swearing took place in 
batches with the first batch 
sworn in included Henry 
Ikechukwu Ikoh; Abia State, 
Umana Okon Umana; Akwa 
Ibom State, Odum Odih; 
Rivers State, and Ademola 
Adewole Adegoroye; Ondo 
State.

The second batch sworn in 
comprised Umar Ibrahim El-
Yakub; Kano State, Goodluck 
Nnana Opiah; Imo State, and 
E g w u m a k a m a  J o s e p h 
Nkama;  Ebonyi State.

The new ministers replace 
those who resigned their 
appointments to contest for 
various elective offices during 
the 2023 general elections in 
April.

It could be recalled that 
those that resigned and were 
replaced includes Rotimi 
Amaechi, who was a former 
minister of  Transportation; 

Niger Delta Affairs, Godswill 
A k p a b i o ;  S c i e n c e , 
Technology and Innovation, 
Ogbonnaya Onu; the Minister 
of  State  for  Educat ion, 
Chukwuemeka Nwajiuba; 
Minister of  State for Mines 
and Steel Development, Uche 
Ogah; and Minister of  State 
for Niger Delta Affairs, Tayo 
Alasoadura.

B e f o r e  t h e  c o u n c i l 
meeting, a minute of  silence 
was observed in honour of  the 
outgoing Secretary-General 
o f  O P E C  M o h a m m e d 
B a r k i n d o  w h o  d i e d  o n 
Tuesday evening, hours after 
meeting with Buhari.

Meanwhile, physically in 
a t t e n d a n c e  i s  t h e  Vi c e 
President, Professor Yemi 
O s i n b a j o,  S e c r e t a r y  t o 
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
Federation, Boss Mustapha, 
and Chief  of  Staff  to the 
President, Professor Ibrahim 
Gambari.

Other Ministers who were 
also in attendance include the 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation and Minister of  
Justice, Abubakar Malami; 
Labour and Employment 
M i n i s t e r,  C h r i s  N g i ge ; 
Education Minister, Adamu 
Adamu; Communications 
a n d  D i g i t a l  E c o n o m y 
Minister, Isa Pantami; Mines 
a n d  S t e e l  M i n i s t e r , 
O l a m i l e k a n  A d e g b i t e ; 

M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  f o r 
P e t r o l e u m  R e s o u r c e s , 
Timipre Sylva; Minister of  
State for Budget, National 
Planning, Clem Agba, and 
Minister of  State for Industry 
Tr a d e  a n d  I nve s t m e n t , 
Maryam Katagun.

The Head service of  the 
Federation Folashade Yemi 
E s a n  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r 
Minis ters  are  a t tending 
virtually from their various 
offices in Abuja.

Meanwhile,  President 
Buhari has assigned the new 
Ministers portfolios while 
carrying out a minor cabinet 
reshuffle.

The erstwhile Minister of  
State for Health, Dr. Adeleke 
Mamora was redeployed to 
the Ministry of  Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
as the substantive Minister, 
while the erstwhile Minister 
of  State  for  Works and 
Housing, Muazu Jaji Sambo, 
was moved to the Ministry of  
Transportation in the same 
capacity.

The adjustment in cabinet 

affected Adeleke Mamora, 
who was formerly minister of  
state for health, has been 
deployed to Science and 
technology while Mu'azu 
Sambo has been directed to 
resume at the Ministry of  
transportation after managing 
the country's power.

Al so  a f f ec ted  by  the 
President's decision was 
Gbemisola Saraki, who has 
been asked to resume as the 
minister of  state for mines and 
steel development ending over 
t h r e e  y e a r s  s t i n c t  i n 
transportation.

The former minister of  
state for environment, Sharon 
Ikeazor, has been deployed as 
the minister of  state for Niger 
Delta and would be working 
with the newly appointed 
minister, Okon-Umanna who 
would oversee the ministry.

Umar EI-Yakub has been 
asked to  resume as  the 
minister of  state for works, 
and housing,  Goodluck 
Opiah as minister of  state, 
Education and Ekumankama 
Nkama as Minister of  State 

for Health.
O t h e r s  w e r e  I k o h 

I k e c h u k w u  i s  t h e  n e w 
minister of  state for Science 
and Technology, Odum Udi 
a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e , 
Environment and Ademola 
Adegoroye to replace Saraki 
as Minister of  State for 
Transportation

Speaking through Femi 
Adesina, his media aide, the 
president said the changes 
were sequel to the “tradition 
of  subjecting our projects and 
programmes implementation 
to independent and critical 
self-review”.

He added that “These 
significant review steps have 
h e l p e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d 
strengthen weak areas, close 
gaps, build cohesion and 
synerg y  in  gover nance, 
manage the economy and 
improve the delivery of  public 
good to Nigerians.”
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 total of  32 Corps 

Amembers comprising 
15 males and 17 

females are to repeat  whole 
service year in Ebonyi State.

While12 others including 
6 males and 6 females would 
serve an extension of  service 
ranging from one to four 
months on half-pay 

The State Coordinator of  
NYSC,  Mrs Bamai Mercy 
who disclosed this during the 
Passing Out Ceremony of  the 
2021 Batch 'B' Stream 'I' 
Corps Members at Pa Ngele 
Oruta Township Stadium, 
Abakaliki  said that the 
o f f e n c e s  o f  t h e  c o r p s 
members were ranging from 
abscondment from service to 
unauthorized journeys and 
o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s 
violations of  the  NYSC 
rules.

She expressed confidence 
that the punishment would 
serve as a deterrent to others.

She said that a total of  928 
outgoing corps members 
deployed to the state, had 
contributed their quota to the 
fatherland for the past year.

Mrs Bamai congratulated 
them for  the successful 
completion of  their service 
year on a good note. 

According to her, "while 
i n  t h e  s t a t e,  t h e  c o r p s 
members were l ike foot 
soldiers of  national unity, 
integration and development.

"I t  i s,  therefore,  my 
privilege to state without any 
fear of  contradictions that 
t h e y  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d 
creditably well, and thus 
deserve the honour being 
given to them today."

She  commended the 
remarkable achievements of  
the corps members in their 
places of  primary assignment 
as well as in the area of  
Community Development 
Services in the state.

In his remarks, Governor 
David Umahi called the 
outgoing corps members to 
remain steadfast in their 
commitment to the cause of  
nation-building while they 
pursue ways up to the ladder 
of  life in the larger society. 

The governor represented 
by the Chairman of  the 
E b o n y i  S t a t e  N Y S C 
G o v e r n i n g  B o a r d  a n d 
Commissioner for Youth 
Development and Sports, 
Hon Charkes Akpuenika, 
congratulated the outgoing 
corps members on their 

successful completion of  the 
service year, commending 
their positive impacts on the 
development of  the state.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
"Ebonyi State congratulates 
you on your  success fu l 
completion of  the service 
y e a r ,  w h i c h  y o u 
enthusiastically responded to 
with patriotism, discipline 
and commitment over the 
past twelve months. 

" I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  y o u r 
knowledge and diligence have 
impacted positively on the 
pupils, students, your host 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 
establishments where you 
served. 

"As you round up today, I 
wish to implore you to remain 
steadfast in your commitment 
to the cause of  nation-
building as you navigate and 
negotiate your ways up to the 
ladder of  life in the larger 
society. I hold you in very 
high esteem as we share in the 
vision and aspiration for the 
greatness of  our dear country 
Nigeria."

He said the education and 
experience acquired by the 
exit corps members during 
their national service would 
equip them sufficiently to face 

and succeed in the next phase 
of  life while pursuing their 
goals.

He said:  "My fel low 
compatriots,  the nation 
appreciates your immense 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o u r 
developmental strides. Your 
commitment  and act ive 
participation in health care 
delivery, especially the HIRD 
- Health Initiative for Rural 
Development, environmental 
sanitation, beautification, 
construction, charity services, 
road safety campaign, legal 
a i d  a n d  g e n e r a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  g r e a t ly 
e n r i c h e d  t h e  v a r i o u s 
communities where you 
served as corps members."

T h e  g o v e r n o r  a l s o 
commended  the exit corps 
members for their "worthy 
campaigns against COVID-
19 Pandemic, Lassa fever and 
o t h e r  d i s e a s e s,  m a s s e s 
literacy," assuring them that 
the lives touched and their 
host communities would 
never forget them.

He, however, urged the 
outgoing corps members to 
explore and take advantage of  
the value reorientation and 
wealth creation programmes 
especially entrepreneurship 
skills to better themselves.

He said that the NYSC 
SAED, the SAED Centres, 
the  NYSC Foundat ion, 
Agricultural Loan through 
Nirsal Micro Finance Bank, 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
Bank of  Industry (BOI) and 
other funding options were all 
efforts made by the NYSC 
and Federal Government to 
challenge the corps members' 
p o t e n t i a l s  f o r  s e l f -
actualization, and advised 
them to use the opportunities 
optimally.

The Chairman of  NYSC 
Governing Board in Ebonyi 
S t a t e ,  H o n  C h a r l e s 
Akpuenika disclosed that 
from the available reports to 
him, the outgoing corps 
members had indeed served 
to the best of  their knowledge 
and ability following their 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e 
development of  the state in 
particular and the nation at 
large.

Akpuenika, represented 
by the Permanent Secretary 
of  the State Ministry of  Youth 
Development and Sports, Mr 
Ben Okike, appreciated the 
outgoing corps members for 
leaving footprints in the sand 
of  time and also assured them 
that posterity would surely 
remember them.
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r e s iden t ,  Nige r ia PUnion of  Journalists 
( N U J ) ,  C o m r a d e 

Chris Isiguzo Addresses the 
Press on the State of  the 
Nation at the NUJ National 
Secretariat Abuja, Thursday, 
July 7, 2022.

Isiguzo's speech:
“My colleagues in the 

media, let me most sincerely 
welcome you all to this press 
conference.

The National leadership 
o f  our  nob le  umbre l la 
organisation, the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists (NUJ) 
invited you here today to 
avail you of  its genuine 
c o n c e r n s  w i t h  s o m e 
happenings in the polity. We 
can only remain and call 
ourselves Nigerians only on 
the premise of  the fact that 
there is a country known and 
addressed as Nigeria.

Taking a cursory look at 
developments within the 
country, it does not require 
beating the drums for any 
discerning and critical mind 
to know, understand and 
appreciate the need for an 
urgent appraisal to assist the 
country we so much cherish 
to stand stronger than its 
present wobbling feet.

The NUJ as a critical 
stakeholder in the Nigeria 
pro jec t ,  fee l s  ser ious ly 
concerned of  the need for the 
Federal  Government to 
quickly move more than ever 
before in addressing some 
critical areas of  governance 
such as insecurity, education, 
health, spiralling inflation, 
s c a r c i t y  o f  p e t r o l e u m 
p r o d u c t s ,  p o w e r , 
maintenance of  law and 
order, electioneering, respect 
for rule of  law, food security, 
ar res t ,  harassment  and 
intimidation of  Journalists 
among others.

1. INSECURITY
Gentlemen of  the media, 

i t  i s  a l m o s t  b e c o m i n g 
unbelievable the geometric 
r a t e  o f  a t t a c k s  b y 
terrorists/bandits in different 
locations. The unfortunate 
development is certainly 
unacceptable particularly 

with the proportion and 
dimension insecurity has 
assumed in the country to the 
extent that no one is sure of  
where is safe any longer. 
While terrorism and banditry 
are ravaging most parts of  the 
North-east, North-west and 
some states in the North-
central geo-political zones, 
(we are  worr ied at  the 
number of  kidnap cases 
e s p e c i a l ly  i n  K a d u n a , 
Zamfara and Niger states), 
IPOB agitation and assumed 
criminali ty is  sweeping 
across the South-east, (as at 
today, Imo and Anambra 
states have become notorious 
for disturbing trends in 
kidnapping and killings.

The security agencies 
must rise to the occasion 
especially in Imo state where 
some arrests have been 
r e p o r t e d ly  m a d e  w i t h 
suspects  making mind-
boggling revelations. Some

suspects are said to be in 
custody, since December last 
year and have even allegedly 
m e n t i o n e d  n a m e s  o f  
politicians as their sponsors. 
Such revelations should not 
just be ignored.

All those fingered as 
masterminds of  insecurity in 
the area must be brought to 
book irrespective of  who they 
are. We are hopeful that the 
IGP would address these 
issues as a matter of  utmost 
national importance

2 .  As  for  Anambra , 
efforts must be intensified in 
arresting the rising crime 
wave in the state.

Apart from the South 
East, other South-south and 
South-west parts of  the 
country are not also spared of  
the activities of  the dare devil 
bandits and kidnappers that 
kill at will thereby making 
nonsense of  the premium 
value attached to human life. 
This cannot continue and 
must not be allowed to 
continue.

Just last Tuesday night, 
t h e  a u d a c i t y  o f  t h e s e 
criminal gangs was expressed 
in a daring raid on the Kuje 
Maximum Security Prison in 

Abuja. The Correctional 
Facility was breached for 
h o u r s  w i t h o u t  a n y 
reinforcement being sent 
after the Soldiers and other 
guards were overpowered. 
According to Correctional 
Service Officials, over 600 
Prisoners escaped, including 
all the Boko Haram members 
in detention. Before then, a 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n v o y 
conveying an advance party 
of  Officials for the Sallah 
v i s i t  o f  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari  to 
Daura was attacked and it 
took the Presidential Guards 
much effort to repel the 
a t t a c k e r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e 
frightening dimension of  
security challenges in the 
Country today.

While we commend the 
Federal Government, the 
Nigerian military and other 
security agencies for their 
commendable effor ts in 
tackling the situation, we 
however  appea l  to  the 
g ove r n m e n t  n o t  t o  b e 
deterred but to continue in 
providing the needed support 
to the Armed Forces, the 
Police and other security 
agencies in the fight against 
all forms of  insecurity. The 
war will surely be won by 
Nigeria and the enemies of  
the country shall be put to 
shame.

2. EDUCATION
Having taken a careful 

look at the abysmal situation 
in the education sector with 
par t icu lar  re fe rence  to 
tertiary education in the 
country vis-à-vis the five 
months old strike embarked 
upon by the Academic Staff  
U n i o n  o f  U n ive r s i t i e s 
(ASUU). The NUJ wishes to 
passionately appeal to the 
good conscience of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari to as a 
matter of  urgency, national 
interest and for the sake of  
the future generations of  
Nigerians, personally wade 
into the matter to save the 
c o u n t r y  f r o m  f u r t h e r 
embarrassment. The country 
can no longer afford to 
continue to watch our youths 

waste away at home with no 
end in sight for school 
resumption .  The NUJ 
believes strongly that the 
personal intervention of  Mr. 
President would go a long 
way in addressing the issues 
at stake as against what looks 
like the back and fort dance 
steps around the subject 
matter by some officials of  
government. We equally 
appeal to the leadership and 
members of  ASUU to in the 
overall interest of  the nation, 
accept some of  the offers the 
f e d e r a l  g ove r n m e n t  i s 
proposing to allow for the 
resumption of  academic 
activities in the Universities.

3 .  H E A LT H  C A R E 
DELIVERY

Taking into consideration 
the devastating effect of  the 
deadly COVID-19 pandemic 
which took the world by 
storm and caught Nigeria 
gasping for breath, it has 
become imperative for the 
provision of  modern health 
ca re  f ac i l i t i e s  and  the 
upgrade of  existing hospitals 

to bring them in line with the 
acceptable world standards. 
This will help in reducing 
medical tourism to the barest 
minimum and also save the 
country the needed foreign 
exchange while also putting a 
s t o p  t o  a v o i d a b l e 
embarrassments some of  our 
top government officials 
suffer in the countries they go 
t o  s e e k  m e d i c a l 
interventions.

4 .  S P I R A L L I N G 
INFLATION

From every indication, 
Nigeria seems to be the only 
country without mechanisms 
in place for price control of  
goods and services. No 
wonder, prices of  essential 
commodities are galloping 
on daily basis thus, making 
cost of  living unbearable for 
the people especially the 
down trodden that are now 
unable to afford one meal per 
day.

This calls for a serious 
and desirous review of  the 
policies of  some of  the 
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agencies of  government that 
seem to be at variance with 
the good intention of  the 
federal government. Simply 
put, agencies of  government 
cannot continue to increase 
the cost of  services without 
enabling laws to back such 
increases and expect cost of  
goods and other essentials to 
remain constant. There is 
therefore the need for a 
Central harmonization and 
c o n t r o l  m e c h a n i s m 
committee or panel that 
should be empowered by the 
presidency always harmonise 
some of  the policies of  the 
d i f f e r e n t  a g e n c i e s  o f  
government with a view to 
avoiding the lack of  sync in 
the policies of  government. 
The present inflation rate 
cannot be sustained and or 
coped with by the people that 
are already at their end wits.

Closely related to this is 
the scarcity, time wasting and 
cost of  petroleum products 
p a r t i c u l a r ly  t h e  P M S, 
cooking gas and aviation fuel 

that are now out of  reach in 
addition to the epileptic 
p o w e r  s u p p l y  b e i n g 
experienced in the Federal 
Capital city, the seat of  power 
and other  par ts  o f  the 
country. This is even against 
the backdrop of  increased 
b u d g e t a r y  s u b s i d y  o f  
petroleum products.

The situation has led to 
many companies folding up 
business owing to high and 
p r o h i b i t i v e  c o s t  o f  
production that cannot be 
measured or passed to the 
consumers. This critical area 
therefore needs to be quickly 
addressed for the good of  the 
country.

5. RULE OF LAW
The present situation in 

which some citizens assume 
that the law is only meant for 
the masses and not everyone 
has to be checked before it 
further degenerates into an 
uncontrollable situation that 
may further worsened the 
insecurity crisis. The law 
should be adhered to strictly 

and respected by all. A 
situation where some 
governors, officials 
a n d  a g e n c i e s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t 
flagrantly dismiss or 
ignore the rulings of  
competent Courts of  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s 
unacceptable  and 
mu s t  b e  g u a r d e d 
against. No one, no 
matter how highly 
placed in the society, 
s h o u l d  h av e  t h e 
slightest impression 
that he/she is above 
the law as the law 
must be blind and 
remain blind to all.

6 . 
ELECTIONEERIN
G

While the NUJ 
wishes to commend 
t h e  r e c o g n i s e d 
political parties by the 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), 
for their successful 
p r i m a r y  a n d 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
convent ions,  i t  i s 
however worried that 
rather than address 
germane issues that 
a r e  a f f e c t i n g 

Nigerians, politicians from 
every indication are more 
interested in focusing on 
mundane things that have no 
direct impact on the lives and 
wellbeing of  the people. 
More worrisome is the ethnic 
dimensions the campaigns 
ahead of  INEC approved 
time table and support for 
candidates are assuming. 
Pointedly put, rather than 
think Nigeria as Nigerians, 
the people are unconsciously 
being dragged into the gulf  of  
disunity that would not do 
the country any good. In this 
wise, the NUJ wishes to call 
on politicians to save the 
country the pains of  further 
eroding the fragile unity of  
the nation and should instead 
work towards the promotion 
of  values that would enhance 
the unity and oneness of  the 
people of  Nigeria.

7 .  V O T E R 
REGISTRATION. 

The NUJ is aware that the 
ongoing Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR) has 

thrown more panic into the 
process as centers/platforms 
are seen being populated and 
experiencing the highest 
t r a f f i c  a c t iv i t i e s .  I t  i s 
therefore pertinent to urge 
that the process should be 
intensified and sustained 
rather than yielding to the 
selfish whims and caprices of  
some interest groups. We 
encourage INEC to continue 
to exercise its mandates in a 
f a i r ,  j u s t ,  a n d  n o n -
discriminatory manner. 
V o t e r s  a r e  c r i t i c a l 
stakeholders in the electoral 
process and should be treated 
as such.

The Union believes that 
extending the deadline for 
voter registration for a much 
longer period would be 
entirely in consonance with 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d 
international standards, and 
the Electoral Act 2022 as 
w e l l .  A l s o ,  a n y  s u c h 
extension would definitely 
not impact negatively on 
INEC's election calendar and 
activities.

8. ROADS.
 Federal roads in the 

country have completely 
broken down and are now 
death traps, especially now 
that the rains have set in. The 
situation is also contributing 
to the level of  insecurity in 
the Country as motorists are 
forced to slow down in very 
dangerous  locat ions  to 
navigate out of  so many 
potholes on our highways, 
thus falling prey to criminal 
gangs. The NUJ appeals for a 
complete overhaul of  the 
road network in the country 
and we urge the Federal 
Gover nment  to  ensure 
speedy rehabilitation of  the 
rail system. A situation 
where road accidents take 
m o r e  l i v e s  t h a n 
communicable diseases gives 
cause for concern.

9. FOOD SECURITY
As ear l ier  obser ved, 

insecurity ravaging parts of  
the country has in no small 
measure affected agricultural 
production thereby causing 
scarcity of  food products.

T h e  N U J  h o w e v e r, 
believes that the situation is 
not irredeemable and can be 
salvaged just as it is also of  
t h e  s t r o n g  v i e w  t h a t 
intervention of  government 
at all levels in this sector will 
go a long way in alleviating 

the sufferings the people are 
undergoing. As a temporary 
m e a s u r e ,  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government can move a step 
further by releasing some of  
its reserved grains from its 
silos in addition to other 
measures to cushion the 
effect of  the crises being 
experienced.

10. HARRASSMENT 
AND INTIMIDATION OF 
JOURNALISTS

We cannot end this press 
c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h o u t 
address ing a  matter  of  
se r ious  concer n  to  the 
leadership of  the NUJ under 
my watch and guide. It has to 
do with the unwarranted and 
unacceptable manner some 
secur i ty  agenc ie s  have 
allowed themselves to be 
c h e a p ly  u s e d  b y  s o m e 
unscrupulous politicians to 
harass, intimidate, arrest and 
most often times detain 
Journalists for carrying out 
t h e i r  l e g i t i m a t e  a n d 
constitutionally assigned 
duties and responsibilities of  
holding government and its 
functionaries accountable.

A s i tuat ion where a 
politician runs to the police 
on very flimsy issues alleging 
l i b e l  o r  s l a n d e r  o v e r 
published stories without 
following laid down legal 
p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  c l e a r 
provis ions  of  the  1999 
Constitution (as amended), 
must be checked by the heads 
of  the security agencies 
concerned. In the same vein, 
a situation whereby the 
police or any of  the security 
agencies now want to assume 
the role of  the courts should 
n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  b e 
to le ra ted .This  must  be 
stopped forthwith owing to 
the fact that the law is clear 
and properly defined on such 
matters. Journalists must be 
allowed to carry out their 
professional duties in the 
publ ic  interest  without 
i n t i m i d a t i o n  a n d 
harassment.

We wish to  s ta te  in 
unambiguous terms, that the 
NUJ shall no longer sit and 
watch such acts of  impunity 
against  i t s  members  to 
continue.

On our part, we shall 
continue to ensure that our 
members adhere to the ethics 
of  the profession in line with 
global best practices.

I thank you all for coming 
and for your rapt attention”.
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...President, Nigeria Union of  Journalists (NUJ), Comrade Chris Isiguzo
addresses the press on the state of  the nation at the NUJ National
Secretariat Abuja, Thursday, July 7, 2022.

Continued from Pg. 10
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

C
ommandant Isidore 
Chukwudi Chikere, 
on Tuesday, 5th July, 

officially assumed duty as the 
14th substantive State Com-
mandant of  the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence 
(NSCDC).
  Mr. Chikere will succeed 

former State Commandant, 
Everestus C. Obiyo JP  who 
has been redeployed to Zone 
G, Zonal Headquarters Be-
nin. 
  During the handing and 

taking over ceremony at the 
State Command Headquar-
ters Awka, the outgoing 
Commandant, Everestus C. 
Obiyo thanked Dr. Ahmed 
Abubakar Audi, mni, the 
Commandant General of  
NSCDC for the opportuni-
ty given him to contribute 
his quota to the fight against 
crimes and criminality. 
  He appreciated the efforts 

of  his Management team, 
Area Commanders, Divi-
sional Officers and other 
ranks for their commitment, 
loyalty, discipline and coop-

Commandant Chikere assumes office as 
14th Anambra NSCDC boss

eration without which mod-
est achievement recorded 
could not have been possible 
and charged them to extend 
same if  not more to his suc-
cessor.
  “After a colourful tradi -

tional Handing and Taking 
over ceremony, the brand 
new Commandant thanked 
his predecessor for his lead-
ership role and promised to 
follow the foot print he left 
behind to achieve the man-
date reposed on him by the 
Commandant General. 
  He called on the good peo-

ple of  the state to extend their 
good hands of  fellowship to 
his administration promising 
that with the collective efforts 
of  all stakeholders Anam-
bra State will enjoy relative 
peace. 
  In his remarks, Mr. Felix 

Oke, the Assistant Com-
mandant General in charge 
of  NSCDC Zone K Awka 
who witnessed the handing 
and taking over ceremony 
commended the outgoing 
Commandant for a job well 
done and prayed for success-
ful tenure of  the new Com-
mandant.

Anambra popular pastor, Odumeje humiliated by security men 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

P
opular Anambra pas-
tor, Chukwuemeka 
Odumeje on Thursday 

was assaulted and his church 
demolished by the Anambra 
state Government in the pro-
cess.

Grace And Power Prophet-
ic Ministry situated in Onit-
sha was a church owned by 
the famous pastor also known 
as ‘Indaboski Bahose’ and 
‘Liquid Metal.’

News Echo reports that 
Odumeje’s church had in 
March this year been iden-
tified by the Anambra State 
government as one of  the 
buildings sitting on drainage 
channels, and marked for 
demolition.

Anambra State governor, 
Prof  Chukwuma Soludo had 
visited Okpoko, a sprawling 
slum in Onitsha, a day after 
his swearing in, and pledged 
to sanitize the area by ensur-
ing the drainages are free.

During Thursday’s demo-
lition exercise, sources said 
Odumeje had attempted to 
stop the officials of  the state 
government from demolish-
ing his church, when he was 
manhandled by security men 
who accompanied the demo-
lition team.

A video trending online 
showed the comic cleric be-
ing shoved around by security 

men, including police officers 
and men of  the vigilantes ser-
vices.

He was severally slapped, 
and restricted from moving to 
the demolition area by armed 
security men.

The video however sparked 
mixed reaction, with many 
condemning the treatment on 
the cleric, saying it was unfair 
to manhandle him.

Meanwhile, sympathetiz-
ers who spoke to our Corre-
spondent said bemoaned the 
actions of  the security men 
while some stressed that the 
treatment served him right as 
he had himself  severally in-
vaded shrines that are consid-
ered sacred and known to be 
places of  worship by others, 
while destroying it.

Attempt to speak with the 
chief  press secretary to An-
ambra State governor, Mr 
Christian Aburime for reac-
tion was not successful.

Odumeje came to limelight 
through videos of  his comic 
preachings, and bizarre style 
of  healing, where he imitates 
WWE heavy weight wrestlers 
by smacking down his sick 
members for healing.

The cleric also claims to 
have many hidden powers, 
which he said were yet to be 
touched. He is more of  a co-
median to many than a pas-
tor. Odumeje’s Church was 
built along water way – Gov. 
Soludo reveals 

Ebonyi passing out Corps members.

  The new State Comman-
dant hails from Ahiazu 
Mbaise Local Government 
Area of  Imo State. An alum-
nus of  the University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka, where he 
studied Health and Physical 

Education and graduated 
with Second Class Upper Di-
vision.
  CC Chikere was enlisted 

into the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC ) in December 

2005 and rose through the 
ranks till date as a Comman-
dant. 
  He has held several opera-

tional, investigative and ad-
ministrative positions in var-
ious state Commands of  the 

federation. His last posting 
was as the Commandant in 
charge of  Disaster Manage-
ment at the NSCDC Zone G 
Zonal Headquarters Benin, 
Edo State. 
 

The Anambra State gov-
ernor, Charles Soludo, has 
confirmed it authorized the 
demolition of  the church of  
popular Pastor Chukwueme-
ka Odumeje.

In a press release signed on 
his behalf  by his Chief  Press 
Secretary, Christian Aburime, 
Gov Soludo said Odumeje’s 
church and other buildings 
marked for demolition failed 
to comply with the govern-
ment directive to remove the 
illegal structure built on wa-
terway. The press released 
with the title: Anambra State 
Government begins demo-
lition of  illegal structures in 
Fegge, reads

“Following the expiration 
of  the more than two weeks 
notice beginning from April 
2022 served on developers 
and building owners who 
built several illegal structures 
along the waterway in Fegge 
and environs within Onitsha, 
Anambra state government 
has begun demolition of  
such structures. The exercise 
which is being carried out by 
a joint government task force, 
commenced the exercise from 
Bida Road by Modebe Ave-
nue, Fegge Onitsha.

The affected buildings in-
clude Mountain of  Holy 
Ghost Intervention Deliver-
ance Ministries, shops and 
other perimeter fences

The structures were marked 
since April, 2022 and all de-

...As Taskforce demolishes church 
velopers and building owners 
were served notice to remove 
such illegal structures”.

“In keeping with the ob-
jectives of  the Scheme, you 
are expected to integrate into 
your host communities while 

also appreciating and respect-
ing their cultures. I must, 
however, emphasize that en-
gagement in their local pol-
itics is a no-go-area for you.  
Furthermore, I enjoin you 
to undertake personal and 

group Community Devel-
opment Service, CDS pro-
jects that will help to uplift 
the living standard of  the 
people of  your host com-
munities”, Brig. Gen. Fa-
dah encouraged the corps 
members.

Truck drivers protest attack on
members in Onitsha
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

C
ommuters and mo-
torists plying Onitsha 
roads, in Amambra 

state were left stranded on 
Tuesday as a result of  a pro-
test by truck drivers, which 
totally shut the major roads 
linking the area over attack on 
members.

The protest was said to have 
started at the Upper Iweka 
axis, in the early hours, when 
one of  the truck drivers was 
stabbed by some illegal reve-
nue collectors for refusing to 
pay the N2, 000 levy imposed 
on the drivers.

It was gathered that the 
situation forced the driver to 
lose control of  the steering 
and plunged the vehicle into 
a drainage system, thereby 
trapping the conductor, who 
was stuck under the truck for 
several hours.

As sympathisers rushed the 
driver, who sustained injuries 
to a yet to be identified hospi-

tal, his colleagues used their 
trailers numbering over 50 to 
block the expressway leading 
to the River Niger Bridge, 
thereby causing a standstill 
that lasted for over eight 
hours.

As of  the time of  filing this 
report, vehicles were still at a 
standstill situation from the 
Iweka roundabout end link-
ing the River Niger Bridge 
Head.

This is just as the drivers 
blocked the roads with their 
trucks. Most of  the major 
roads, including the Awka 
Road, Bridge Head to Up-
per Iweka, Owerri Road 
and Ezeiweka Road were all 
blocked as a result.

It was gathered that the 
drivers parked their trucks 
and walked away, while in-
sisting that the situation will 
remain so until the governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo, 
comes to address them.

Not even the presence of  
the heavy security agencies 
who later arrived the scene 

could make the truck drivers 
have a change of  mind.

An eyewitness, identified 
as Ugo, said, “Trouble start-
ed for the truck driver and 
his conductor when they ap-
proached Upper Iweka and 
a group of  the illegal revenue 
collectors tried to flag them 
down, but he sped off  and 
they pursued him.

“In the process, one of  
them climbed the driver’s seat 
and stabbed him on the neck 
even as another also stabbed 
the conductor, which forced 
the driver to lose control of  
the trailer and plunged into a 
drainage system, cutting the 
leg of  the conductor even as 
the driver sustained various 
degrees of  deep cuts all over 
his body.”

Another motorist, Mrs 
Grace Ogar, lamented that it 
took the relevant agencies sev-
eral hours to arrive the scene 
for rescue operations while 
the conductor remained 
trapped under the trailer for 
several hours.
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Port Harcourt-Aba road ‘ll become
motorable under my watch - Udensi  

NDE picks 510 for apprenticeship training in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
total of  510 un-
employed youths 
in Abia State have 

been recruited by the Na-
tional Directorate of  Em-
ployment (NSE) in Abia 
State for training in various 
vocational skills.

They are to be trained in 
fashion design, catering, 
hair dressing, interior dec-
oration and computer op-
erations.

While 340 of  the ben-
eficiaries will undergo 
the Basic National Open 
Apprenticeship scheme 

(B-NOAS), 170 of  them 
were enrolled for the Ad-
vanced National Open 
Apprenticeship scheme 
(A-NOAS).

 Flagging off  the three 
months training pro-
gramme at the NDE office 
at Old Umuahia, the Direc-
tor General of  NDE, Mal-
lam Abubakar Fikpo rep-
resented by the Abia State 
Coordinator of  NDE, Mr 
Chima Uzoma Ibeh told 
the beneficiaries that voca-
tional skills training is one 
of  the schemes designed 
by the NDE to fight unem-
ployment.

In his address, the Di-

rector of  Vocational Skills 
Development department, 
represented by Mr Igwesi 
Onyekwelu urged the ben-
eficiaries to take their train-
ings seriously.

He indicated that bene-
ficiaries of  the A-NOAS 
programme who are to be 
posted to master tradesmen 
for advanced vocation-
al training were recruited 
from a pool of  trainees that 
have earlier undergone the 
B-NOAS programme. He 
indicated further that train-
ing allowances would be 
paid to the beneficiaries.

Responding on behalf  
of  the beneficiaries, Ngozi 

Onuoha expressed grati-
tude to NDE and the fed-
eral government for provid-
ing them the opportunity 
to acquire skills necessary 
for survival in today’s high 
level unemployment socie-
ty.

In his vote of  thanks, the 
head, Vocational Skills De-
velopment department of  
NDE Abia State, Mr Steve 
Ogwumike appreciated the 
management staff  of  NDE 
Abia State and the nation-
al headquarters, Abuja for 
providing the enabling en-
vironment for youths train-
ing and employment gener-
ation sustainability.

S
ir Chikwe Udensi has 
promised to venture into 
road construction of 

some strategic roads in Aba in 
order to help the people living 
in the area.

Udensi disclosed this while 
on his mid-week Radio pro-
gramme on Family Love.

The recipient of  Zik’s award 
on innovations while speak-
ing on the programme added 
that the dilapidated nature of 
roads in Abia especially Aba 
gives him concern as he plans 
to venture into helping the 
people in Port Harcourt Road 
in Aba to see how he can con-
tribute towards making some 
of  the roads motorable after 
his second phase of  the on-
going Palliatives distribution 
programme for the pension-
ers and elderly in Abia people.

 “One other area that bor-
ders me so much is when I 
visited a friend who stays in 
Port Harcourt Road area of 
Aba and I was told that an 
Okada rider died as a result 
of  bad road,”so I’ve decided 
that by the time I conclude 
this second phase of  pallia-
tives, I’m going to start doing 
something on that Port Har-
court Road.”

He added that his intention 
was to help make Port Har-
court road Aba Motorable , 
adding that he has in the past 
done several roads in Aba.

 “I’ll make sure that I put 
some efforts to make sure that 
Port Harcourt motorable . 
I’ve done it before, I did sev-
eral roads in Aba.”

Udensi said he has written 
letters to the federal ministry 
of  works to give approval for 
some palliatives on the roads, 
adding that he’s motivated to 
pursue development with his 

funds as a way of  contribut

-

ing to the society.
Reacting to the attack on 

President Muhammadu Bu

-

hari’s convoy, he maintained 
that it is an indication that 
the country is no longer safe 
for everyone as the bandits 
are sending a message that 
they’re in charge.

 “If  the convoy of  the Presi

-

dent can be attacked, imagine 
what will happen to many of 
us”

He described the incident 
as a very disturbing one say

-

ing that the issues about the 
attack was treated with lev

-

ity and a clear evidence of 
incompetent on the parts of 
the security agencies in the 
country whom he said are no 
longer in control of  the sys

-

tem.
He further explained that 

things of  enormous concern 
have not been given attention 
to by the Federal government, 
adding that many people held 
captive by the Boko Har-
am insurgents especially the 
CHIBOK girls are yet to be 
released as issues of  insecuri-
ty appeared to be treated with 
some level of  disregard.

He urged everyone to be 
security conscious while ex-
pressing worries that Nigeria 
has become a horrible place 
to stay by the day to day kid-
napping and killings with 
countless Nigerians being 
killed.

The security expert stressed 
the need for Nigerians to take 
personal safety seriously since 
the security apparatus have 
been overwhelmed, adding 
that nobody should say that 
self  protection of  individual 
lives is not important.

Court  grants Okorocha permission to travel to US for treatment  
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
Federal High Court 
in Abuja has acced-
ed to the request of  

former Imo Governor Sen-
ator Rochas Okorocha for 
permission to travel to the 
United States for medical 
attention.

In a ruling on Wednesday, 
Justice Inyang Ekwo or-
dered the court’s Registrar 
to release Okorocha’s in-
ternational passport, which 
he deposited with the court 
as part of  the conditions 
attached the N500million 
bail earlier granted him.

Justice Ekwo ordered 
Okorocha to return the 
passport to the Registrar 
not later than three days af-

ter his return to the country.
The Judge threatened 

to declare Okorocha, who 
currently represents Imo 
West Senatorial District, 
wanted should he attempts 
to abuse the opportunity 
granted him.

Justice Ekwo adjourned 
till November 7 for the 
commencement of  tri-
al in the 17-count money 
laundering charge brought 
against him and six others 
by the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC).

Other defendants in the 
charge marked: Anyim 
Nyerere Chinenye, Naph-
tali International Limited, 
Perfect Finish Multi Pro-
jects Limited, Consolid 
Projects Consulting Lim-

President, Army Of�cers Wives Association (NAOWA), Mrs Faruk Yahaya, represented by Mrs Apollonia Ezugwu (4th R) 
with wives of some senior military of�cers during the Army Day Celebration.

ited, Pramif  Internation-
al Limited, and Legend 
World Concepts Limited.

In the motion he filed for 
leave to travel, Okorocha 
said before his arraignment 
on May 31 this year, he had 
undergone medical surgery 
at the Ambulatory Surgery 
Center, Texas in the US for 
“distal femur fracture” he 
sustained in an accident.

The ex-Imo governor 
added that he has been on 
regular/scheduled care and 
treatment at the same Am-
bulatory Surgery Center, 
where he has been sched-
uled for further medical 
tests, observation and treat-
ment on July 19, 2022 or 
immediately thereafter.

He added that it was ur-
gent that he be allowed 

to attend to his health as 
scheduled, because the ex-
amination and treatment of  
his pains and ailment would 
be jeopardised if  he fails to 
meet the scheduled medical 
appointment.

His lawyer, Ola Olani-
pekun (SAN), while argu-
ing the motion, assured the 
court that his client would 
not abuse the opportunity if  
granted.

Olanipekun added that 
Okorocha would return to 
undergo trial.

Prosecution lawyer, 
Chile Okoroma, who had 
planned to oppose the mo-
tion, changed his mind 
when the judge indicated 
his intention to grant the 
Okorocha’s request, but on 
conditions.

Peter Obi names
substantive running mate

 former presidential 

Aspokesperson, Doyin 
Okupe, has submitted 

a withdrawal letter from the 
position of  the Vice Presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Party.

M r  O k u p e  m a d e  t h e 
announcement on Twitter on 
Thursday. “This afternoon I 
submitted my withdrawal letter 
from the position of  the Vice 
Presidential candidate of  the 
Labour Party to INEC,” he 
said.

“A replacement will be 
announced by the national 
chairman of  the party shortly. 
“I feel greatly blessed to have 
been part of  the foundation of  
success for the Labour Party.” 
Okupe's withdrawal will not 
come as a surprise to many. In 
announcing his emergence as a 
vice presidential candidate of  
the party last month, Okupe 
had made it clear that he was 
only “standing in” for the actual 
candidate.

The party had submitted 
Mr Okupe's name to beat the 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n ' s 
deadline for the submission of  
the name of  a vice presidential 
candidate.

“ C h o o s i n g  t h e  v i c e 
presidential candidate is an 
electoral process and it does not 

stop until the process and 
schedule ends,” Mr Okupe said 
at the time.

“INEC al lows you to 
present a candidate and later 
on, if  you want to substitute, 
you may do so, if  necessary.” 
The Labour Party, LP, has been 
reportedly said to on Friday, 
unveil Senator Yusuf  Datti 
Baba-Ahmed as the running 
mate to Mr. Peter Obi, the 
Presidential candidate of  the 
party in the 2023 elections. 48 
year old Senator Baba-Ahmed 
is the Proprietor of  Baze 
University, Abuja and Baba-
Ahmed Univers i ty  Kano. 
Reports say the unveiling of  the 
vice presidential candidate was 
initially slated for Thursday to 
be done by the LP's Presidential 
candidate at the party's national 
secretariat, Abuja. However, 
the National Chairman of  the 
party, Barrister Julius Abure 
said that the ceremony could 
not  go ahead as planned 
because  the  Pres ident ia l 
candidate, who had traveled to 
Maiduguri and expected back 
in Abuja Thursday afternoon 
had his flight canceled. Abure 
announced that the unveiling of  
Mr. Obi's running mate was 
rescheduled for Friday, July 8 at 
the party's headquarters, Abuja. 

…Doyin Okupe withdraws as Labour Party VP candidate
…Baze University founder, Ahmed Datti steps in
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Faces at Immaculate Heart of Mary Orji during the Feast
of Immaculate Heart of Mary and 37th anniversary of the parish
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hile it is sweet and 

Wsexy for you to be 
awkward, coy and 

shy during the early part of  
most relationships, it gets 
exhausting real fast. And 
most relationships break soon 
after this stage is over.

If  the relationship stays 
afloat after the shy stage, a 
stage comes where you are 
free in each other's space, 
which is the way an ideal 
relationship should be. You 
are comfortable with each 
other, you enjoy each other's 
company even in utter silence 
and the man doesn't have to 
make jokes to impress the 
lady. 

But usually, there will 

hat if  you could 

Wknow your date's 
s e x u a l 

performance before anything 
happens?

Let's say you go on a date 
with a woman, and you want 
to engage in light fornication 
after, what are the tell-tale 
signs she might be good or 
bad in bed? 

An anthropologist and 
author of  a book titled 'why 
we love', Helen Fisher carried 
out research and came up 
with some tell-tail signs that 
she won't be good in bed. 

1. She decides what to eat 
quickly 

The waiter brings a menu to 
the table, and when the time 
comes for her to choose what 
she would have, she doesn't 
know. She spends minutes 

o  P V C ,  n o 

Nrelationship.

I m a g i n e  y o u r 
disappointment, the love of  
your life, the person you want 
to spend the rest of  your life or 
you are married to doesn't 
have a PVC (Permanent 
Voter's Card) with everything 
going on in the country. 

What do you do? Let's say 
you are casually sitting down 
watching Netflix, actually 
watching it and not the other 
thing, and you ask, 'Bae, 
where's your PVC?' and they 
mention what sounds like 
political apathy, you hear 
words like 'rigging' 'votes don't 
count' and so on. 

Don't say anything o, just 
breakup or divorce straight. 
Let us tell you how to go about 
it; 

1. Blocking spree 
Do you really want to be 

with someone who doesn't 
care about this country and 
doesn't even have Japa plans? 

That kind of  person is not 
a serious human being; block 

t h e m  o n  W h a t s A p p , 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, 
F a c e b o o k , 
L i n k e d I n … eve r y w h e r e ! 
What rubbish! 

2. Call a family meeting 
and announce to your parents 
you aren't interested 

All good things must 
come to an end, gather both 
your family members and let 
them know your marriage 
isn't working because how can 
it when Nigeria isn't working? 

3. Plan a baecation and 
never arrive 

Let's say you're a caring 
person, you don't want to hit 
them hard with the news that 
you're no longer interested. 

Plan a trip for them, when 
they get to the hotel room, tell 
the hotel staff  to leave a note 
saying you're not interested. 

4. No PVC, no sex 
We all know Nigerian 

men and women love sex. 
Deny them of  this if  they don't 
want to get their PVC and if  
they don't break up sharply. 

5. Just stop picking up 
their calls 

Become a ghost because 
why would you be talking to 
someone who doesn't have a 

PVC? 
If  you're in a relationship 

or you're married, and you 
don't want all these people to 
happen to you, go and get 
your PVC. 

musing over it and later says, 
'I'll have what he's having.' 

Assertiveness is key. When 
it comes to sex, she needs to 
know what she wants and 
how to ask for it. 

2.  She  eats  the  food 
sensually 

T h e r e  i s  a  s c i e n t i f i c 
correlation between food and 
sex. Research shows that they 
go hand in hand in hand. 

If  she loves food and 
savours it slowly, there is a 
greater chance she is good in 
bed and would last for long. 
How does she grab the fork or 
spoon? Does she lick the 
spoon sensually? Take note. 

3. She makes eye contact 
If  she is looking away, she is 

probably too timid and might 
also not be into you so much. 
A g a i n ,  b o l d n e s s  i s  a n 

essential part of  good sex, and 
eye contact is a good sign. 

4. She is a good dancer 
Research has shown time 

and again that people who 
can dance are more likely to 
be  be t te r  lovers  s imply 
because of  the energy and 
flexibility it requires. 

5. Her taste in ice cream 
Neurologist and director of  

t h e  S m e l l  a n d  T a s t e 
Treatment and Research 

ere are some things Ht h a t  c r o s s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 

boundaries and ruin trust.
What is cheating? We 

know that when you have 
sexual  intercourse  with 
someone other than your 
partner, you have cheated on 
them but what of  those 
actions that haven't yet led to 
sexual intercourse, but can 
leave your partner feeling hurt 
and betrayed. 

1. Always calling and 
texting someone else 

N o t h i n g  h u r t s  yo u r 
partner more than when they 
call you but your line is busy 
because you are talking 
endlessly to someone else. 
'Who were you talking to?' 
they ask, 'it's just a friend' you 
say. 

No one should have that 
much closeness and access to 
you, especially, a member of  
the opposite sex. 

2. Sexting 
Sexting refers to sex chats 

and nude pictures sent back 
and forth. I have heard people 
say, 'we are just talking. We 
a r e  n e ve r  g o i n g  t o  d o 
anything'. Imagine how hurt 

your partner will be if  they 
ever read such chats. 

3. Expressing feelings for 
someone else 

T h i s  i s  k n o w n  a s 
emotional cheating, saying 
things like, “I wish I met you 
before my wife or husband,” 
“I love you,” “I miss you,” “I 
wish you were here,” to 
someone other than your 
partner is wrong, and it is a 
foot in the door to having 
intercourse. 

4. Going on dates with 
someone else and not telling 
your partner 

It makes no sense to go to 
the restaurant or the movies 
with the opposite sex to just 
'hang out' without telling your 
partner. That's a date, no 
matter how you look at it, and 
dates are romantic. 

5. Making out 
“It was just a kiss, it was 

just hand stuff. We didn't have 
sex.” Sigh! Whatever twisted 
logic you are using to explain 
this doesn't make sense. 
Foreplay is part of  sexual 
activity, and engaging in it, is 
cheating. 

Foundation, Alan Hirsch 
researched how ice cream 
preference affects sexual 
performance in women. 

He found out that women 
who preferred vanilla ice 
cream were very expressive 
and wouldn't mind kissing 
you in public and other forms 
of  PDA. However, girls who 
love coffee ice cream are the 
wildest, sex with them will be 
wild and dramatic. 

still be things that you keep 
personal until you are sure 
this person is the one for life, 
at which point you reach the 
peak - the plateau of  the 
comfort zone, you settle down 
in your mind. 

Here is how you can tell 
your mate has psychologically 
settled down with you even 
when you aren't married yet: 

1) You can change in 
front of each other

This means you are 
comfortable exposing the 
flaws on your body to this 
person. You are willing to be 
vulnerable because you feel 
safe in the hands of  this 
p e r s o n .  A n d  y o u  a r e 
comfortable with their love 

for you. 
2) Your bush issue
Most girls hate to be seen 

with a bush,  because i t 
h a p p e n s  t o  b e  a  v e r y 
important sanitary issue for 
them. It is drilled in their 
heads since those girls-only 
primary school meetings with 
the senior woman. Even she 
can show you her  bush 
without apologising, that 
means she knows you won't 
judge her. 

3) You are okay eating 
the messiest foods in front of 
your mate

P i c t u r e  y o u r s e l f  
dismantling a fish-head in 
front of  this person, licking 
the bones clean and drinking 

the soup. Or eating the juiciest 
Rolex at a street party without 
a care that the 'soup' from the 
kaveera (polythene bag) is 
dripping down to your shoe. 
Yeah, when that happens, you 
are ready to live with that 
person forever. 

4) Burping and farting 
is no longer an aggravated 
crime

E v e r y o n e  f a r t s . 
E ve r yo n e  h a s  m o r n i n g 
b r e a t h .  Yo u  d o ,  y o u r 
boyfriend does. You both will, 
for eternity. Live with it! This 
applies to both men and 
wo m e n ,  l e s t  yo u  t h i n k 
otherwise. Did you know 
suppressing farts is bad for 
your health? Anyway, when 

you start laughing off  a fart as 
opposed to  judging the 
person, time to meet the 
parents. 

5) You have seen them 
at their worst and still love 
them

Did you help him clean 
up after he vomited after a bad 
case of  over-drinking? Did he 

e n o p h o b i a  o r 

Gerotophobia, is the 
fear of  sex or sexual 

intimacy, however it is rarely 
an isolated fear and can be 
found under a variety of  
different phobias making it 
challenging to cure.

Regardless of  attitudes 
t owa r d  s ex  l i k e  s ex u a l 
orientation, religious and 
cultural beliefs, genophobia is 
more than a dislike as it causes 
intense feelings of  panic and 
anxiety when sexual intimacy 
is attempted. 

Again, it might and can 
occur with other phobias, 
making it hard to detect. Such 
phobias are nosophobia (fear 
of  getting a venereal disease or 
virus) gymnophobia (fear of  
nudity, either seeing others or 
onesel f  naked or  both). 
Heterophobia (fear of  the 
opposite sex), haphephobia 
(fear of  being touched or 

touching others), tocophobia 
( f e a r  o f  p r e g n a n c y  o r 
childbirth) and coitophobia 
(fear of  intercourse). 

P h o b i a  s i g n s  a n d 
symptoms 

These vary from feelings 
of  helplessness, physical and 
psychological distress when 
t r igger  i s  not  removed. 
Avoidance of  the situation 
that causes panic, nausea, 
h e a r t  p a l p i t a t i o n s  a n d 
sweating. 

Getting ahead of  the fear 
Open communication 

with a partner or a trusted 
loved one about the anxiety 
helps ease most of  the worries. 

E n g a g i n g  i n  o t h e r 
intimate activities like sensual 
massages, warm baths, among 
others, and physical exercise 
to boost body perception. 

Using distractions such as 
thinking about something that 
turns you on and romantic 
music is advised. 

hen people say 

Wthey are in love, 
they  are  o f ten 

referring to an uncontrollable 
feeling of  'butterflies' in their 
belly.

These feelings make 
them want to be around the 
person they love, talk to them 
always, engage in sexual 
activities, and do everything 
to please them and make 
them happy. 

Love is truly a beautiful 
th ing,  and  r ea l  love  i s 
unconditional because it isn't 
attached to anything, it 
simply exists, 'I love you 
because you are.” 

However, these strong 
emotions should not be at the 
fore of  your mind when you 
want to choose a life partner - 
this is because love can be 
such a blinding feeling. 

I t  c a n  m a k e  y o u 
minimize their faults, accept 
their flaws and even gaslight 
yourself  when they treat you 
bad. 

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
important things you should 
look out for when choosing a 
life partner is compatibility. 

Compatibility includes 
but goes deeper than shared 
values, religion, tribe and 
other similarities that you 
might have with them. 

It also includes liking the 
kind of  person that they are. 
For example, if  you go to a 
party, does your partner love 
to greet everyone there? dance 
wildly on the dance floor? and 
is the last one to leave the 
party while you are the 
opposite? 

What if  your partner 
loves to stockpile laundry and 
doesn't mind the house being 
a mess? 'everything is not 
scattered, I know where they are'' 
is the reply to the mess they've 
made or what if  your partner 
loves to go out, but you'd 
rather stay home all day? 

Opposites might seem 
attractive in the beginning, 
but in the long run, they cause 
a lot of  fights. 

So, think about it, do you 
like them? Do you like their 
character, their outlook on life 
and how they treat people? 
What are their habits? Can 
you live with them or do they 
irritate you? 

After some months, the 
honeymoon stage would have 
been over and if  you are 
married to them, you have to 
live with them for the rest of  
your life. To make your life 
enjoyable and bearable, they 
should be someone you 
actually like. 

help you use the toilet when 
you fractured your foot and 
couldn't do on your own? 

If  you've been through 
all this with nothing but love 
and care for your partner, 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  I t  i s 
definitely time to take your 
relationship to the next level. 
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troke is a medical emergency 

St h a t  r e q u i r e s  p r o m p t 
treatment. It occurs when the 

blood supply to part of  the brain is 
interrupted or reduced, preventing 
brain tissue from getting oxygen and 
nutrients. Brain cells begin to die in 
minutes. Early action can reduce 
b r a i n  d a m a g e  a n d  o t h e r 
complications.

Your brain needs a continuous 
supply of  oxygen and nutrients from 
blood, supplied by your arteries 
without oxygen or nutrients, your 
brain cells will die and the affected 
area can suffer permanent damage.

Types/Causes of stroke
There are two main causes of  

stroke: a blocked artery (ischemic 
stroke) or leaking or bursting of  a 
blood vessel (hemorrhagic stroke). 
Some people may have only a 
temporary disruption of  blood flow 
to the brain, known as a transient 
ischemic attack (TIA), that doesn't 
cause lasting symptoms.

Ischemic stroke
This is the most common type 

of  stroke. It happens when the 
brain's  blood vessels become 
narrowed or blocked, causing 
severe ly  reduced b lood f low 
(ischemia). Blocked or narrowed 
blood vessels are caused by fatty 
deposits that build up in blood 
vessels or by blood clots or other 
debris that travel through the 
bloodstream, most often from the 
heart, and lodge in the blood vessels 
in the brain.

Some initial research shows 
that COVID-19 infection may 
increase the risk of  ischemic stroke, 
but more study is needed.

Hemorrhagic stroke
Hemorrhagic stroke occurs 

when a blood vessel in the brain 
l e a k s  o r  r u p t u r e s .  B r a i n 
hemorrhages can result from many 
conditions that affect the blood 
ve s s e l s .  Fa c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o 
hemorrhagic stroke include:

 Uncontrolled high blood 
pressure

 Overtreatment with blood 
thinners (anticoagulants)

 Bulges at weak spots in 
your blood vessel walls (aneurysms)

 Trauma (such as a car 
accident)

 Protein deposits in blood 
vessel walls that lead to weakness in 
the vessel wall (cerebral amyloid 
angiopathy)

 Ischemic stroke leading to 
hemorrhage

A less common cause of  
bleeding in the brain is the rupture of  
an irregular tangle of  thin-walled 
b lood vesse ls  (ar ter iovenous 
malformation).

Transient ischemic attack 
(TIA)

A transient ischemic attack 
(TIA) — sometimes known as a 
ministroke — is a temporary period 
of  symptoms similar to those in a 
s t roke.  A TIA doesn ' t  cause 
permanent damage. A TIA is caused 
by a temporary decrease in blood 
supply to part of  the brain, which 
may last as little as five minutes.

Like an ischemic stroke, a TIA 
occurs when a clot or debris reduces 
or blocks blood flow to part of  the 
nervous system.

Seek emergency care even if  
you think you've had a TIA because 
your symptoms got better. It's not 
possible to tell if  you're having a 

well, quitting smoking and drinking 
alcohol in moderation.

If  you've already had a stroke 
or TIA, it's even more important to 
make the  fo l lowing l i fes ty le 
changes:

 Improve your diet — A 
diet that's varied, high in fibre, fruit, 
nuts, vegetables and healthy fats, but 
low in saturated fat and salt, can help 
prevent stroke.

 A v o i d  s m o k i n g  — 
Smoking cigarettes doubles your 
risk of  having a stroke.

 Regular exercise — this 
helps you maintain a healthy weight 
and improve blood circulation.

Symptoms
If  you or someone you're with 

may be having a stroke,  pay 
particular attention to the time the 
symptoms began. Some treatment 
options are most effective when 
given soon after a stroke begins.

Signs and symptoms of  stroke 
include:

 Trouble speaking and 
understanding what others are 
saying. 

Y o u  m a y  e x p e r i e n c e 
confusion, slur words or have 
difficulty understanding speech.

 Paralysis or numbness of 
the face, arm or leg. 

You may develop sudden 
numbness, weakness or paralysis in 
the face, arm or leg. This often 
affects just one side of  the body. Try 
to raise both your arms over your 
head at the same time. If  one arm 
begins to fall, you may be having a 
stroke. Also, one side of  your mouth 
may droop when you try to smile.

 Problems seeing in one or 
both eyes. 

You may  sudden ly  have 
blurred or blackened vision in one or 
both eyes, and you may see double.

 Headache. 
A sudden, severe headache, 

which may be accompanied by 
vomiting, dizziness or altered 
consciousness, may indicate that 
you're having a stroke.

 Trouble walking. 
You may stumble or lose your 

balance. You may also have sudden 
dizziness or a loss of  coordination.

Causes
Risk factors
Many factors can increase the 

risk of  stroke. Potentially treatable 
stroke risk factors include:

Lifestyle risk factors
 Being overweight or obese
 Physical inactivity
 Heavy or binge drinking
 Use of  illegal drugs such as 

cocaine and methamphetamine
Medical risk factors
 High blood pressure
 Cigaret te  smoking or 

secondhand smoke exposure
 High cholesterol
 Diabetes
 Obstructive sleep apnea
 Cardiovascular disease, 

including heart failure, heart defects, 
heart infection or irregular heart 
rhythm, such as atrial fibrillation

 Personal or family history 
of  stroke, heart attack or transient 
ischemic attack

 COVID-19 infection
Other factors associated with a 

higher risk of  stroke include:
 Age — People age 55 or 

older have a higher risk of  stroke 
than do younger people.

 Race  or  e thnic i ty  — 
African Americans and Hispanics 
have a higher risk of  stroke than do 
people of  other races or ethnicities.

 Sex — Men have a higher 
risk of  stroke than women. Women 
are usually older when they have 
strokes, and they're more likely to 
die of  strokes than men.

 Hormones — Use of  birth 
control pills or hormone therapies 
that include estrogen increases risk.

Complications
A stroke can sometimes cause 

temporary or permanent disabilities, 
depending on how long the brain 
lacks blood flow and which part is 
af fected.  Complicat ions may 
include:

 Paralysis or loss of muscle 
movement. 

You may become paralyzed on 
one side of  the body, or lose control 
of  certain muscles, such as those on 
one side of  the face or one arm.

 Difficulty  talking or 
swallowing. 

A stroke might affect control of  
the muscles in the mouth and throat, 
making it difficult for you to talk 
clearly, swallow or eat. You also may 
have difficulty with language, 
i n c l u d i n g  s p e a k i n g  o r 
understanding speech, reading, or 
writing.

 Memory loss or thinking 
difficulties. 

Many people who have had 
strokes experience some memory 
loss. Others may have difficulty 
th inking,  reasoning,  making 
judgments and understanding 
concepts.

 Emotional  problems. 
People who have had strokes may 
have more difficulty controlling 
their emotions, or they may develop 
depression.

 Pain. 
Pain, numbness or other 

unusual sensations may occur in the 
parts of  the body affected by stroke. 
For example, if  a stroke causes you 
to lose feeling in the left arm, you 
may develop an uncomfortable 
tingling sensation in that arm.

 Changes in behavior and 
self-care ability. 

People who have had strokes 
may become more withdrawn. They 
may need help with grooming and 
daily chores.

Prevention
Knowing your stroke risk 

factors, following your health care 
provider's recommendations and 
adopting a healthy lifestyle are the 
best steps you can take to prevent a 
stroke. If  you've had a stroke or a 
transient ischemic attack (TIA), 
these measures might help prevent 
another stroke. The follow-up care 
you receive in the hospital and 
afterward also may play a role.

Many  s t roke  prevent ion 
strategies are the same as strategies 
to prevent heart disease. In general, 
healthy lifestyle recommendations 
include:

 Controlling high blood 
pressure (hypertension). 

This  i s  one of  the  most 
important things you can do to 
reduce your stroke risk. If  you've 
had a stroke, lowering your blood 
pressure  can  he lp  prevent  a 
subsequent TIA or stroke. Healthy 
lifestyle changes and medications 
are often used to treat high blood 
pressure.

 Lowering the amount of 
cholesterol and saturated fat in 
your diet. 

Eating less cholesterol and fat, 
especially saturated fat and Trans 
fats, may reduce build-up in the 
arteries. If  you can't control your 
cholesterol through dietary changes 
alone, your doctor may prescribe a 
cholesterol-lowering medication.

 Quitting tobacco use. 
Smoking raises the risk of  stroke for 

smokers and non-smokers exposed 
to second-hand smoke. Quitting 
tobacco use reduces the risk of  
stroke.

 Managing diabetes 
Diet, exercise and losing 

weight can help you keep your blood 
sugar in a healthy range. If  lifestyle 
factors don't seem to be enough to 
control your diabetes, your doctor 
may prescribe diabetes medication.

 Maintaining a healthy 
weight. 

Being overweight contributes 
to other stroke risk factors, such as 
high blood pressure, cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes.

 Eating a diet rich in fruits 
and vegetables. 

A diet containing five or more 
daily servings of  fruits or vegetables 
may reduce the risk of  stroke. The 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  d i e t ,  w h i c h 
emphasizes olive oil, fruit, nuts, 
vegetables and whole grains, may be 
helpful.

 Exercising regularly . 
Aerobic exercise reduces the risk of  
stroke in many ways. Exercise can 
lower blood pressure, increase the 
levels of  good cholesterol, and 
improve the overall health of  the 
blood vessels and heart. It also helps 
you lose weight, control diabetes 
and reduce stress. Gradually work 
up to at least 30 minutes of  moderate 
physical activity — such as walking, 
jogging, swimming or bicycling — 
on most, if  not all, days of  the week.

 D r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  i n 
moderation, if at all.

Heavy alcohol consumption 
increases the risk of  high blood 
pressure, ischemic strokes and 
hemorrhagic strokes. Alcohol may 
also interact with other drugs you're 
taking. However, drinking small to 
moderate amounts of  alcohol, such 
as one drink a day, may help prevent 
ischemic stroke and decrease the 
blood's clotting tendency. Talk to 
y o u r  d o c t o r  a b o u t  w h a t ' s 
appropriate for you.

 Treating obstructive sleep 
apnea (OSA). 

Your doctor may recommend a 
sleep study if  you have symptoms of  
OSA — a sleep disorder that causes 
you to stop breathing for short 
periods repeatedly during sleep. 
Treatment for OSA includes a 
device that delivers positive airway 
pressure through a mask to keep the 
airway open while you sleep.

 Avoiding illegal drugs. 
Certain street drugs, such as cocaine 
a n d  m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e,  a r e 
established risk factors for a TIA or a 
stroke.

Can stroke be managed?
The exact treatment depends 

on what caused your stroke, but 
generally involves both immediate 
and long-term measures.

Immediate stroke treatment
For ischaemic strokes, the 

blood clot needs to be dissolved 
using medication, or removed. 
Small blood clots may be dissolved 
with medication. Large clots usually 
require brain surgery such as 
e n d ova s c u l a r  c l o t  r e t r i e va l 
(mechanical thrombectomy), where 
a catheter is threaded up your blood 
vessels to find and remove the clot.

For haemorrhagic strokes, 
immediate treatment involves 
intensive blood pressure control and 
surgery to relieve swelling from 
bleeding in the brain, or to repair the 
ruptured blood vessel.

Long-term stroke treatment
Treatments to prevent another 

stroke or TIA include: medication, 
to  lower blood pressure and 
cholesterol or to thin your blood, 
surgery to increase the flow in your 
carotid artery (in the front of  your 
neck).  Lifestyle improvements, 
such as good nutrition, regular 
exercise and quitting smoking

stroke or TIA based only on the 
symptoms. If  you've had a TIA, it 
means you may have a partially 
blocked or narrowed artery leading 
to the brain. Having a TIA increases 
your risk of  having a full-blown 
stroke later.

Common risk factors that 
increase your blood pressure or 
cause your arteries to narrow over 
time include:

 S m o k i n g  —  To b a c c o 
smoke deposits toxic chemicals in 
your bloodstream, making your 
blood sticky and more likely to form 
clots.

 Not enough physical 
activity — Being inactive increases 
your risk of  high blood pressure, 
type 2 diabetes and other related 
conditions.

 Unhealthy eating — Too 
much body fat  (obesi ty)  can 
contribute to high blood pressure 
and other conditions, while too 
much salt in your diet increases 
blood pressure.

 High cholesterol — Excess 
low-density lipoprotein ( 'bad' 
cholesterol) in your blood can build 
up on artery walls.

 C e r t a i n  m e d i c a l 
conditions, such as type 2 diabetes 
and atrial fibrillation (an irregular 
heartbeat).

There are also factors you can't 
change that increase your risk of  a 
stroke, such as:

 Your age — Most people 
who have a stroke (7 out of  10) are 65 
years or older.

 Your family history — if  
one of  your parents had a stroke 
before they were 65, your risk of  
getting one is 3 times greater than 
average.

 Your gender — Stroke is 
more common in men, especially 
between 65 and 84 years of  age.

How is a stroke diagnosed?
Your doctor will diagnose a 

stroke by conducting a physical 
examination and reviewing images 
of  your brain. In hospital, doctors 
will carry out tests to check whether 
you have had a stroke, or have 
another condition. If  it's a stroke, 
they will work out what kind of  
stroke it is, find out which part of  
your brain is affected and decide 
how to treat it.

You might need different tests. 
Some common ones include:

 a computer tomography 
(CT) scan

 a magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) scan

 a n  a n g i o g r a m  o r 
ultrasound to pinpoint a potential 
blood clot and assess blood flow

 an e lec t rocardiog ram 
(ECG) to check for unusual heart 
rhythms

 blood tests to rule out other 
medical conditions

S o m e  i l l n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e 
unrelated to stroke may show stroke-
like symptoms and require different 
treatments. These include migraine, 
seizures, and low blood sugar, 
fainting and heart arrhythmias.

Ways to prevent stroke
More than 4 in 5 strokes are 

preventable. If  you have high blood 
pressure, type-2 diabetes, high 
cholesterol or an irregular heartbeat 
(atrial fibrillation), see your doctor 
for ways to manage these stroke risk 
factors using medication.

You can also reduce your risk 
by maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 
including by staying active, eating 

Stroke: The silent killer disease
Causes, prevention and management 

By Glory Ugochukwu
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Boris Johnson quits after support
from ministers and MPs collapsed
B

oris Johnson is quit-
ting as Tory leader 
after ministers and 
MPs made clear his 

position was untenable.
He will remain as Prime 

Minister until a successor is 
in place, expected to be by the 
time of the Conservative Party 
conference in October.

A No 10 source said Mr John-
son spoke to Sir Graham Brady, 
chairman of the Conservative 
1922 Committee, to inform 
him of his decision.

“The Prime Minister has 
spoken to Graham Brady and 
agreed to stand down in time for 
a new leader to be in place by the 
conference in October,” a No 10 
source said.

Mr Johnson will make a state-
ment later today confirming the 
decision.

The resignation comes after 
the Prime Minister haemor-
rhaged support among his min-
isters and MPs.

More than 50 MPs have re-
signed from government or 
party roles since Tuesday night, 
when the mass exodus was trig-
gered by the resignations of  Ri-
shi Sunak and Sajid Javid from 

Goodbye from Mr. Johnson.

Foreign News  

A
court in Argentina has 
sentenced 19 former 
military officers to 
long prison terms for 

crimes against humanity during 
the country’s military dictator-
ships in 1976-83.

The crimes included forced dis-
appearances, murder, torture and 
kidnapping of  children.

Among those sentenced was 
General Santiago Riveros, previ-
ously convicted for other human 
rights violations.

He received a life sentence after 
being found guilty of  more than 
100 crimes.

The sentences were handed 
down by the federal court in the 
capital Buenos Aires on Wednes-
day.

It ruled that crimes were com-
mitted against some 350 victims.

Among them were six auto 
plant workers at the Mercedes 
Benz factory who were abducted 
by right-wing death squads for 
having union sympathies.

They were then tortured in 
the notorious Campo de Mayo 
detention centre run by Gen 
Riveros outside Buenos Aires.

Although they officially remain 
missing, it is believed they were 
killed some time after the kidnap-
ping.

The investigating judges inter-
viewed about 750 witnesses over 

the period of  more than three 
years.

After a military junta led by 
Gen Jorge Videla seized power 
in Argentina on 24 March 1976, 
it began a campaign to wipe out 
left-wing opponents.

Some 30,000 people were killed 
or forcibly disappeared during the 
“Dirty War”, as the campaign 
came to be known. 

the Cabinet.
The Prime Minister had 

sought to defy his critics and car-
ry on in office, despite warnings 
from Cabinet colleagues that this 
was not sustainable.

But resignations continued 
and Chancellor Nadhim Zahawi 
– who was only appointed to the 
role on Tuesday – went public 
with his call for the Prime Min-
ister to quit.

The timetable for the Tory 
leadership contest will be agreed 
between the 1922 Committee, 
which runs the parliamentary 
proceedings to whittle the candi-
dates down to two, and Conserv-
ative headquarters.

But critics of  the Prime Min-
ister suggested he should not be 
allowed to remain in office until 
the autumn.

George Freeman, who quit 
as science minister on Thurs-
day morning, said that now Mr 
Johnson had “finally done the 
decent thing” he should “hand 
in the seals of  office, apologise 
to Her Majesty, allow her to ap-
point a caretaker under whom 
ministers can serve, so the Con-
servative Party can choose a new 
leader properly”. 

Kremlin glee as world reacts 
to Johnson’s end-game

T
he Kremlin in Moscow has 
taken a swipe at outgoing 
UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, who has over-

seen consistent British support for 
Ukraine in its fight against Russia’s 
invasion.

President Putin’s spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said Mr Johnson 
“really does not like us - and we (do 
not like) him either”.

He said he hoped “more profes-
sional people” who can “make deci-
sions through dialogue” would take 
over in London.

“But at the moment there is little 
hope for that,” he added.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, who has developed a close 
relationship with Mr Johnson since 
the start of  the war, has yet to com-
ment publicly on the end of  his time 
in office.

Mr Peskov was not the only critic - 
Guy Verhofstadt, the European par-
liament’s former Brexit coordinator 
said Mr Johnson’s reign was ending 
in “disgrace, just like his friend Don-
ald Trump”.

“EU - UK relations suffered huge-
ly with Johnson’s choice of  Brexit,” 
he added. “Things can only get bet-
ter!”

However most international lead-
ers haven’t yet addressed Mr John-
son’s imminent departure - possibly 
waiting until it is confirmed.

But news outlets around the world 
have reported the dramatic events as 
they happened.

Here are our correspondents in 
the US, Singapore and Europe with 
the view from where they are.

Boris Johnson has drawn com-
parisons to Donald Trump through 
much of  his ascent to the heights of  
British politics.

Now he’s taking a page out of  the 
former US president’s playbook.

Concede nothing. Brush off  the 
criticism. Press on. Make them tear 
the power from your hands.

If  there’s one thing the former 
president proved in American poli-
tics, it is that norms and political tra-
ditions only matter if  you acknowl-
edge them. And that’s something 
Trump never did.

Even in his darkest days as pres-
ident - through two impeachments 
and countless “has he finally gone 
too far?” controversies - Trump 
would point to his loyal base and 
cite, sometimes without evidence, 
the enormous support he had in sur-
veys of  Republicans and the com-
fortable margin by which he won 
the electoral (but not popular) vote 
in 2016.

Johnson had pursued a similar 
strategy, citing the support of  the 
millions who voted Conservative in 
the 2019 election, rather than the 
dissatisfaction of  dozens of  politi-
cians and party functionaries who 
have abandoned him in recent days.

Never mind that the US and 
British systems of  government are 
decidedly different and that a presi-
dential claim to a popular mandate 
- when voters checked a box next to 
their name on the ballot - is consid-
erably stronger than that of  a prime 
minister who governs at the behest 
of  their party.

And set aside that only in Trump’s 
final weeks, after he had lost his 
re-election and a mob of  his support-
ers attacked the US Capitol, did he 
see a mass exodus of  advisors akin 
to what Johnson is experiencing.

Trump showed that claiming to 
be the voice of  the people against 
the elite establishment can be the 

political equivalent of  a bulletproof  
vest. That’s a lesson Johnson seems 
to have taken to heart.

Is the EU rubbing its hands with 
glee at Boris Johnson’s downfall? 
Yes - but also no.

Over the last 24 hours I’ve been 
getting texts and calls from EU dip-
lomats, filled with multiple question 
and exclamation marks. European 
media headlines drip disdain and 
incredulity at what they view as a 
political opera buffa (slapstick opera 
performance) currently unfolding in 
the UK.

But the EU view has often been 
one of  impatient disappointment 
that Mr Johnson lasted so long as 
prime minister.

A number of  European coun-
tries - particularly those in central 
and eastern Europe - are exceed-
ingly grateful to Boris Johnson for 
his hard-line stance on Russia, even 
before Vladimir Putin’s invasion of  
Ukraine. But they believe that to be a 
UK position that will hold even after 
he is no longer prime minister.

Few in mainland Europe will shed 
a tear when Mr Johnson goes. Poli-
ticians blame him for blustering his 
way through Brexit. They accuse 
him of  failing to be honest with the 
British people about its true impli-
cations. Wholesale rejection of  Mr 
Johnson’s bill currently making its 
way through parliament, to uni-
laterally re-write the internation-
al post-Brexit treaty on Northern 
Ireland, has managed to unite the 
normally bickering EU institutions: 
the Commission, Parliament and 
Council.

That said, no one I’ve spoken to in 
Brussels sounds particularly hopeful 
as to who may eventually take over 
from Mr Johnson.

General Santiago Riveros sen-
tenced to life in jail.



he s tars  o f  th i s Tsmash  h i t  show 
g a t h e r e d  f o r  a 

r eun ion  in  de l ec tab le 
traditional attires. 

The Real Housewives 
of  Lagos sat down and 
settled their issues over the 
past season with tongue 
lashing and insults. 

They didn't only come 
with words, it was a great 
time to play dress up. 

The  theme for  the 
reunion was  Niger ian 
traditional attires, and this is 
our review on whether they 
stuck to the theme. 

Carolyn Hutchings 
(Tiv) 

Carolyn used the Tiv's 
black and white stripes to 
make it into a beautiful 

hioma Good Hair's 

Cbirthday shoot is a 
simple guide on how 

to look extraterrestrial.
With the success of  Real 

Housewives  o f  Lagos, 
Chioma “Ikokwu” Good 
Hair is basking in euphoria. 

For her birthday, she 
took seven pictures in seven 
different outfits, and the 
theme of  the shoot must 
have been, 'out of  this 
world'. 

Look 1 
For  th i s  f i r s t  look , 

Chioma looks like melting 
gold that is somehow on fire. 

The designer of  this 
masterpiece is Weizhhurm 
Franklyn, known for artistic 

designs and expressions, we 
need to give him his flowers 
for an exceptional work 
done. 

Quick question, did he 
use actual metal? 

Look 2 
If  the first look was gold, 

the theme of  the next look is 
silver. Channelling the moon 
goddess, Chioma sought the 
help of  Erica Moore Brand 
to create this breast-plated 
gown. The creativity put into 
it is simply mind-blowing. 

Look 3 
Sitting on a white horse 

with the dark skylight as a 
b a c k g r o u n d ,  C h i o m a 
c h a n n e l l e d  h e r  i n n e r 
Beyonce or did Beyonce 

channel Chioma? Either 
way, that hat was certainly 
giving! 

Look 4 
W h a t ' s  a  b i r t h d a y 

photoshoot without a beach 
photo? Chioma wore a gown 
that mirrored the waves. 
A1+ for creativity. 

Look 5 
C e r t a i n l y  B r i d a l 

inspirat ion,  Xtrabrides 
Lagos did a number on this 
one, and we found ourselves 
staring at the shoes - lovely 
shoes! 

Of  course, all these looks 
won't be possible without the 
photographer - Felix Crown, 
who captured these beautiful 
pictures. 

gown put  toge ther  by 
Medlin Boss. 

Laura Ikeji (Igbo) 
Laura was going for a 

traditional Igbo woman 
attire, and she almost nailed 
it, but we were distracted by 
the cloth sewn to her right 
hand which didn't sit well. 

We loved  the  go ld 
s e q u i n s  o n  t h e  o u t f i t 
though. 

Iyabo Ojo (Edo) 
Iyabo was a total Edo 

queen? She was simply regal 
and we loved the beads, rich 
m a t e r i a l  a n d  s t y l e . 
Gorgeous! 

T o y i n  L a w a n i 
(Yoruba) 

Toyin  Lawani  i s  a 
beautiful woman - very 
beautiful. However, from 

her caption, she was tapping 
into her royal roots, but if  
we are being honest, she 
went  for  a  'Babalawo' 
(traditional medicine man) 
attire. We saw a calabash on 
her attire, why? 

Mariam Timmer (Efik) 
Mariam went in an Efik 

Bride attire. Her hair was 
fu l l  o f  golden combs, 
complete with the cloth 
staff. She looked luxe and 
goddess-like. 

C h i o m a  I k o k w u 
(Fulani) 

Chioma has not posted 
her reunion pictures, but she 
channeled the Fulanis, and 
wore their blue aso oke and 
tied her hair like a Hausa 
bride. 
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ottenham have sold TSteven Bergwijn to 
Ajax in a £28million 

deal, with the Dutchman 
becoming the club's first 
major depar ture of  the 
summer.

Bergwijn, 24, completed 
a medical in Amsterdam on 
Wednesday and will wear the 
number seven shirt for the 
r e i g n i n g  E r e d i v i s i e 

champions.
Ajax offered to waive 

some of  the fee owed by 
T o t t e n h a m  o n  t h e i r 
Davinson Sanchez transfer 
as part of  the negotiations.

T h e  C o l o m b i a n 
defender swapped the Johan 
Cruyff  Arena for north 
London in a £42million deal 
in 2017.

For Bergwijn, it brings to 
an end his two-and-a-half-
year stay at Spurs following 
his  move f rom PSV in 

January 2020.
He scored on his debut 

i n  a  v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t 
Manchester City, but never 
na i l ed  down a  regu la r 
starting spot at the club.

The winger started only 
f o u r  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
matches last season – three 
of  which came under former 
boss Nuno Espirito Santo in 
August – and all three of  his 
league goals came as a 
substitute.

Antonio Conte has been 
recruiting in earnest this 
summer – splashing out 
£ 7 5 m i l l i o n  o n  Y v e s 
Bissouma and Richarlison as 
well as bringing in free agents 
Ivan Perisic and Fraser 
Forster – so it was only a 
matter of  time before players 
started heading for the exit.

Bergwijn's heart has 
always been set on a move to 
Ajax, having been born in 
Amsterdam before starting 
out in the club's youth 
system.

With the World Cup on 
the horizon, he is keenly 
aware that he needs regular 
game time in the next few 
months to stay in the mind of  
Holland boss Louis van 
Gaal.

Tottenham sell Bergwijn to Ajax
for £28m

Everton boss Lampard
not selling Calvert-Lewin
this summer

aris Saint-Germain Pduo, Lionel Messi 
a n d  K y l i a n 

Mbappe, have reportedly 
clashed over the future of  
their teammate Neymar, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  M u n d o 
Deportivo.

Messi wants Neymar to 
stay at the Parc des Prince 
while Mbappe believes he 
would be better off  leaving.

Recall that Neymar has 
been heavily linked with a 
move away from PSG this 
summer to reunite with his 

ver ton are  not Eentertaining any 
bids for striker 

Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
this summer.

T h e  To f f e e s  h ave 
already made big money 
b y  s e l l i n g  B r a z i l i a n 
forward Richarlison to 
Tottenham.

According to The 
Mirror, Frank Lampard is 
keen to hold onto their 
prized assets.

former manager, Thomas 
Tuchel, at Chelsea.

M b a p p e  r e c e n t l y 
renewed his contract with 
PSG, signing a new deal 
that will see him remain at 
the club until the summer 
of  2025, publicly turning 
down Real Madrid to do so.

M a n y  b e l i e ve  t h a t 
Mbappe's decision to stay 
h a s  g r a n t e d  h i m 
unpreceden ted  power 
amongst the shot-callers at 
the Parisians and have 
claimed that one of  his first 

acts is to force Neymar out.
Regardless of  what PSG 

w a n t ,  h o w e v e r,  i t  i s 
understood to be highly 
difficult for Neymar to leave 
t h e  F r e n c h  L i g u e  1 
champions.

Neymar's contract is in 
place until the summer of  
2027 and it would be highly 
expensive to part ways with 
him.

The 30-year-old earns 
$32m per season and his 
form no longer makes that 
fee all that worthwhile.

PSG: Messi, Mbappe clash over Neymar

He does not want to 
part with young winger 
Anthony Gordon, while 
Calvert-Lewin is not for 
sale either.

The  forward  was 
linked to Arsenal earlier 
in the window, but those 
links cooled down.

He was most recently 
mooted as a Newcastle 
United signing, but that 
does not appear to be 
possible with Everton's 
present stance.

CAF Award nominations inspire Super Falcons
ace Gift Monday

uper Falcons ace, 

SGift Monday, is 
insp i red  by  the 

Confederation of  Africa 
F o o t b a l l  a w a r d s 
nominations.

The Nigerian gift had 
been nominated as one of  
the players to fight for 
honours in the CAF 
Inter-club player of  the 
Year and the Young 
player of  the Year in 
women's category.

M o n d a y  o n  h e r 
Twitter handle she stated: 
Wow, I'm speechless and 
so overwhelmed. Never 

anchester City Mfans may have 
l ea r ned  the 

new shirt number of  
forward signing, Erling 
Haaland.

T h e  N o r w a y 
international was secured 
in a big money deal from 
B o r u s s i a  D o r t mu n d 
earlier in the summer.

Haaland will be a part 
of  a new-look City front 
line, which will also 
feature Argentine star 

Julian Alvarez.
There is a video online 

that  shows Haaland 
holding up a City shirt, 
which has the number 9 
on it.

T h e  s h i r t  w a s 
p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  b y 
Gabriel Jesus at City, but 
he  has  depar ted  for 
Arsenal this summer.

City are also losing 
England winger, Raheem 
Sterling to Chelsea in the 
coming days.

in my wildest dreams did 
I believe I would be 
shortlisted, let alone of  
g e t t i n g  d o u b l e 

nominations. I'm grateful 
to God and honoured for 
t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  a n d 
generous recognition. 

T h i s  i s  f o r  y o u  a l l 
supporting me'.

Haaland leaks new jersey number
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a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  a n d 
Bayern Munich 

are being tipped to make a 
move for £85million-rated 
Napoli  forward Victor 
Osimhen in the coming 
weeks.

anchester United Ml e g e n d ,  R i o 
Ferdinand,  has 

said that Christian Eriksen 
will force his way into the 
squad but will not play ahead 
of  Bruno Fernandes.

Eriksen, whose contract 
with Brentford has just ended, 
has reportedly verbally agreed 
to move to Old Trafford and 
will be signing a three-year 
contract at the club.

Erik ten Hag is eager to fix 
Eriksen into Man United 
midfield with the departure of  
Paul Pogba, Nemanja Matic, 
Juan Mata, and Jesse Lingard 
this summer.

Ferdinand believes the 
former Tottenham and Inter 
Milan star will be a welcome 
addition to the squad.

However, the former 
England defender questions 
w h e t h e r  t h e  D e n m a r k 

international will get into the 
t e a m  a h e a d  o f  B r u n o 
Fernandes since the two 
occupy the same role on the 
pitch.

“I think Christian Eriksen 
is a squad player. He doesn't 
come as a starter, I would be 

ottingham Forest 

Nhave signed Mainz 
defender, Moussa 

Niakhate.
The stopper moved to the 

Premier League new boys for 
a fee of  €10m.

Niakhate has signed a 
three-year deal plus the 
option for a fourth.

Niakhaté said: “For me, 
this is a dream to come to 
England and to sign for such a 
historic club in Nottingham 
Forest. The club is well 
known around the world and 

its fans are incredible.
“The Premier League is 

also the best league in the 
world and every player wants 
to play here.

“I'm just so excited to get 
started in pre-season, meet 
my new teammates and get 
ready for the new season, 
wearing the Garibaldi red and 
white at the City Ground.”

Niakhaté joins the rest of  
the Forest squad in Spain for 
the pre-season training camp. 
The Reds' opening game of  
the pre-season schedule 

comes against Coventry City 
on Friday evening at the 
Pinatar Arena.

“ M o u s s a  c o m e s  t o 
Forest with a wealth of  
experience in one of  Europe's 
top competitions, having 
enjoyed four seasons with 
Mainz in the Bundesliga,” 
said Forest manager, Steve 
Cooper.

“In addition to being a 
strong, fast and accomplished 
centre back, he's captained 
Mainz to their best league 
finish in the last five years, 
and his leadership experience 
is invaluable for our return to 

the Premier League.
“Moussa has attracted 

the interest of  multiple clubs, 
b u t  h e  h a s  c h o s e n 
Nottingham Forest and we 
are delighted to welcome him 
into the squad.”

very surprised if  he comes 
into Manchester United as a 
starter,” Ferdinand told Five.

“I think he'll come in and 
play a particular role in and 
around it.

“The position he is likely 
to occupy will be similar to 
Bruno Fernandes and I don't 
see him taking him out of  the 
team.”

eeds  have  s igned LFeyenoord winger, 
Luis Sinisterra as their 

busy summer of  transfer 
activity continues.

The 23-year-old arrives at 
E l l a n d  R o a d  f o r  a n 
undisclosed fee and has 
penned a five-year deal, 
running until the summer of  
2027.

The Colombian can 
operate as a winger and offers 
a potential option for Jesse 
M a r s c h  i f  R a l p h i n h a ' s 
expected move away from the 
club is completed. With key 

players Ralphinha and Kalvin 
Phillips exiting the club this 
summer, Leeds have moved 
quickly to maintain and 
improve their squad.

Sinisterra scored 23 goals 
and made 14 assists in a total 
o f  4 9  a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
Feyenoord last season as they 
reached the Europa League 
Conference final, where they 
l o s t  1 - 0  t o  Ro m a ,  a n d 
managed a third-place finish 
in the Dutch top flight.

S i n i s t e r r a  b e c o m e s 
Leeds' sixth summer signing 
after capturing Tyler Adams, 

paying £24.7m for Red Bull 
Salzburg midfielder, Brenden 
Aaronson, £10m each for 
Bayern Munich midfielder, 
Marc Roca and Salzburg 

r i g h t - b a c k ,  R a s m u s 
Kristensen plus £5m for 
Manchester City's Darko 
Gyabi.

With continued doubts 
over the futures of Cristiano 
R o n a l d o  a n d  R o b e r t 
Lewandowski respectively, 
both clubs are expected to be 
in the market for a new No.9.

And, according to La 
Gazzetta dello Sport, they 
could lead to bids for the 

Nigeria international.
The report states that 

N a p o l i  b o s s  L u c i a n o 
Spalletti is lining up Chelsea 
attacker Armando Broja, 
despite wanting to keep 
Osimhen.

The 23-year-old has 
scored 66 goals in 152 career 

appearances. But it was last 
season in Serie A where he 
really piqued the interest of  a 
number of  clubs.

Osimhen notched 18 
goals and six assists in all 
competitions as the Naples 
outfit finished third in Serie 
A.

African Women Championship
22:00 Nigeria W - Burundi W—1 
22:00 South Africa W - Botswana W—1 
22:00 Cameroon W - Tunisia W—Un 3.5 

Club friendlies
11:00 Oss (Ned) - PAOK (Gre)—2 
10:15 Chrudim (Cze) - Dukla Prague 
(Cze)—2 
12:30 Club Brugge KV (Bel) - FC 
Copenhagen (Den)—GG 
14:00 Cardiff  (Wal) - Cambridge Utd 
(Eng)—Ov 1.5
14:30 Salzburg (Aut) - Feyenoord 
(Ned)—Un 3.5

16:00 Eindhoven FC (Ned) - Jong PSV 
(Ned)—1X

Serbia 
20:00 Cukaricki - TSC Backa Topola—1X
20:00 Javor – Partizan—X2

Russia
18:00 Zenit - Spartak Moscow—HT X

Croatia
20:00 D. Zagreb - Hajduk Split—HT X
Bolivia
02:00 Oriente Petrolero - Royal Pari—X

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Man Utd speed-up bid for Osimhen

Leeds sign Feyenoord winger, Luis Sinisterra

He won't start matches at Manchester United
– Rio Ferdinand on Eriksen

Niakhate delighted to join Awoniyi, others at
Nottingham Forest

Osimhen

Eriksen Niakhate

Sinisterra signing as new Leeds player


