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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
eachers in prima-
ry and secondary 
schools in Umua-
hia have returned 

to classrooms, six weeks 
after they embarked on 
strike. The teachers had on 
May 30, embarked on “in-
definite strike” in the State, 
as directed by the leader-
ship of  Nigerian Union 
of  Teachers (NUT), Abia 
State wing.
The Abia teachers during 

their six weeks industrial 
action, accused the State 
government of  non-pay-
ment of  salaries, leave al-
lowances, arrears of  mini-
mum wage among others. 
But the State government 

explained that the figures 
produced by the teachers 
were not in tandem with the 
reality of  Abia State gov-
ernment’s efforts in teach-
ers’ welfare in the state. 

Abia teachers call off strike 6 weeks after
 The State government also 

warned the teachers against 
allowing themselves to be 
used by anyone or group to 
destabilize the State.

But the teachers main-
tained their grounds and 
stayed at home. But last 
week, the NUT and Abia 
State government signed a 
fresh round if  agreements 
to have the teachers return 
to class. 

When News Echo corre-
spondent visited some gov-
ernment-owned primary 
and secondary schools in 
Umuahia North, Umuahia 
South and Bende LGAs on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
it was observed that clean-
ings of  school environment 
were done by teachers and 
pupils on Wednesday in 
most of  the schools visited, 
while actual teaching and 
learning commenced on 
Thursday.

At Urban Primary 
School, Methodist Church 

NASS ‘ll support energy, climate 
change policies - Sen Ekwunife
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, 

Uche Ekwunife, PhD, has 
assured that Nigeria would 
stand in solidarity with the 
rest of  the globe in cutting 
down on carbon emission, 
reduce climate change and 
stave off  the potential dev-
astating effects.
 The federal lawmaker not-

ed that efficient use of  en-
ergy and embracing clean 
energy sources are essential 
in limiting global warming. 
 In a letter made available 

to News Echo, Senator Ek-
wunife delivering her good-
will message at the opening 
ceremony of  2022 Nation-
al Energy Summit held at 
Fraser Suites Hotel, Abuja, 
Ekwunife expressed that 
the federal government is 

committed to achieving the 
vision of  International En-
ergy Charter (IEC) through 
energy and climate-friendly 
change policies. 
 The senator emphasized 

that as a member state of 
IEC that the federal law-
maker would continue to 
support the energy charter 
treaty, adding that renewa-
ble energy Infrastructure is 
essential in the 21th century. 
 While assuring that the Na-

tional Assembly will provide 
the legislative backing to 
enhance the working of  the 
IEC agreement, the A-grade 
lawmaker reiterated that do-
mestication of  any energy 
related multilateral agree-
ments aimed to attract inves-
tors to the country remains a 
priority. 
  “As a testimony to our com-

mitment to the realization 
of  the theme of  this summit, 
the Senate Committee on 

Science, Technology and 
Innovation has concluded 
necessary legislative actions 
on “National Energy Sus-
tainable Development Bill 
2021” which provides for 
legal, fiscal and regulatory 
framework for the sustain-
able energy development 
with the overall objective of 
providing clean, affordable, 
adequate and reliable ener-
gy in Nigeria.
 The report will be consid-

ered at the plenary any time 
soon for passage to law”, 
she noted.
 Earlier, the Chairman Sen-

ate Committee on Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
commended the ingenuity 
and foresights of  the Ener-
gy Commission of  Nigeria 
and charged the agency 
of  continued research and 
framework for cross-border 
cooperation in the field of 
energy development.

Traders count losses as fire 
guts Ebonyi Market
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

M
any traders have 
lost goods worth 
millions of  naira 

after fire destroyed many 
shops and wares at the pop-
ular Eke market in Afik-
po North LGA of  Ebonyi 
State. 

The incident which oc-
curred in the late hours of 
Tuesday night Left several 
traders devastated as they 
narrated tale of  woes while 
counting their losses.

 According to some of 
the traders, goods worth 
millions of  naira were de-
stroyed by the inferno. 

 Though no life was lost. 
The cause of  the fire was 
yet to be ascertained but the 
traders who were taken una-
wares made frantic efforts to 
salvage their goods without 
success because of  the inten-
sity of  the fire.

A trader in the market, Mr 
Mba Okereke said he lost 
two of  his shops to the in-
ferno. “It’s devastating; I lost 
everything in my shops with 
all my goods destroyed.”

 “We don’t know the 
source of  the fire but many 
shops with goods worth 
millions of  naira were de-
stroyed.” 

“We’re calling the govern-
ment to come to our aid to 
enable us to get new sources 
of  livelihood.” 

Meanwhile, the Senator 
representing Ebonyi South 
Senatorial district, Senator 
Michael Ama Nnachi has 
expressed deep shock over 
the fire incident.

Senator Nnachi in a press 
statement empathized with 
the traders and Afikpo peo-
ple over the sad incident. 
Sen.

Nnachi who described 
the fire incident as most un-

fortunate and worrisome, 
called the National Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(NEMA) and other relevant 
agencies to quickly inter-
vene by providing relief  ma-
terials to the victims.

“I commiserate with the 
people of  Afikpo North and 
in particular those who are 
directly affected by the fire 
outbreak at the Eke market.

“Let me call officials of  the 
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) 
for quick intervention by 
providing relief  materials to 
the victims. 

“I will also make other in-
terventions at our personal 
level to assuage the plights 
of  all those who are affect-
ed.”  

He also called on the 
relevant authourities to in-
vestigate the cause of  the 
incident with a view to pre-
venting a recurrence.

compound in Umuwaya 
road by Crowder street, 
Umuahia, pupils were seen 
learning. 

At School road primary 
school opposite Umuahia 
Stadium, pupils were seen 
learning while those in pri-
mary five and six swept the 
school compound under the 
supervision of  some teach-
ers. 

Also, food vendors con-
tracted by the federal gov-
ernment for free school 
feeding program were met 
on duty at School road pri-
mary school preparing food 
for pupils. 

At Ibeku High should, 
Ikot Ekpene road Umua-
hia North, students of  the 
densely populated  second-
ary school were met in their 
classes learning, but it was 
observed that the classes 
were not filled to brim as 
some students are yet to re-
sume. 

At Community school, 

Nkpa, Bende LGA, stu-
dents and teachers were 
also seen writing on black 
boards as pupils were seen 
paying attention. However, 
it was discovered that most 
parts of  the school environ-
ment were overgrown by 
weeds, occasioned by the 
six weeks strike.

It was equally observed 
that  JSS 3 students in all 
secondary schools visited 
by News Echo received ut-
most attention from teach-
ers as they are being pre-
pared for Junior WAEC 
examinations coming up 
soon.

Speaking to the corre-
spondent, a female second-
ary school teacher at Nkpa 
Community School who 
pleaded anonymity for the 
fear of  victimisation, urged 
the Abia State government 
to keep to every agreement 

You ‘re not allowed to bear arms 
- Rivers CP warns vigilante 
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Commissioner of 
Police in Rivers state, 
CP Friday Eboka has 

advised members of  Vigi-
lante groups in the state not 
to bear firearms while carry-
ing out their duties as com-
munity vigilante. 
 CP Eboka gave the advice 

during the inauguration and 
commisioning of  Emuoha 
Local Government Vigi-
lante Services, EMOVIS at 
Emuoha local government 

area. 
  CP Eboka who was repre-

sented by the DPO Rumuji 
Command, CSP Nnemeka 
Didi also warned the vigilan-
te group against setting up 
any detention centre, but to 
hand over criminal suspects 
to the police. 
 He also warned criminals 

terrorizing the Emuoha De-
gema, abonnema road to 
stay off  the area or be ready 
to face wrath of  the law, 
when arrested. 
 Earlier, the Chairman of 

Emuoha Local Government 

Area, Chidi Lloyd also ad-
vised EMOVIS to operate 
within the bylaw that creat-
ed the security outfit. 
 He reminded them that the 

bye law setting up the vigi-
lante allows them to work 
together with the police and 
other security agencies to 
curtail insecurity in their do-
main. 
 The LGA chairman also 

advised members of  the 
vigilante not to allow them-
selves to be used by politi-
cians for their personal am-
bition.

it reached with Abia teach-
ers, especially by the defray-
ing many months of  their 
unpaid salaries and other 
allowances.

She lamented that the 
secondary school teachers 
in Abia State were in terri-
ble conditions because of 
unpaid salaries.

According the teacher 
“If  not that this strike was 
called off, Abia pupils in 
JSS 3 class would have 
missed taking their 2022 
Junior WAEC and that 
could be the reason our 
leaders in NUT agreed to 
suspend this strike. 

The government has not 
been fair to teachers, espe-
cially those of  us in second-
ary schools.” 

Some  parents who 
spoke on the resumption of 
school like Mrs Felix Ajuz-
ieogu and Mrs Catherine 

Olunkwa heaved sighs of 
reliefs as their children wast-
ed away at home for the past 
six weeks.

They appealed to leader-
ship of  the NUT and Abia 
State government to ensure 
that teachers don’t embark 
on another strike.

 “I am a keke driver and 
my wife is a petty trader. We 
don’t have the money to put 
our three children in private 
schools that is why they at-
tend Urban Primary school. 
It is affordable for us. But 
my kids were  at home for 
almost two months. 

It was painful seeing my 
kids at home while my 
neighbors’ children attend-
ed primary school”, said Mr 
Ajuzieogu. Details of  agree-
ment reached between the 
teachers and Abia State gov-
ernment were not disclosed 
by both parties.

Ban on Spy Police Number Plates: Anambra CP
establish enforcement team
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

A
nambra Police 
Command led by 
the Commissioner, 

CP Echeng Echeng has set 
up an enforcement team to 
ensure compliance on the 
banning of  possession and 
usage of  Police SPY Vehicle 
Number Plates across the 
country.

In a statement made avali-
able to News Echo by the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer 
Anambra State Police Com-
mand, DSP Ikenga Tochuk-
wu noted that “In further-
ance of  the IGP’S recent 

order banning possession 
and usage of  Police SPY Ve-
hicle Number Plates across 
the country, the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Anambra 
State, CP Echeng Echeng 
today Thursday, 14/7/2022, 
established an enforcement 
team to ensure full recovery 
of  all Police spy plate num-
bers in Anambra State”. 

“The CP while addressing 
the Command’s Area Com-
manders, Divisional Police 
Officers and other heads 
of  formations in the Com-
mand, tasked the officers 
to give full support to the 
enforcement team in their 
efforts at enforcing the order 

to the letter”.
The Commissioner, how-

ever reemphasized that the 
order was part of  deliberate 
measures aimed at strength-
ening internal security in the 
country and preventing con-
tinuous disregard for traffic 
rules and regulations and 
other extant laws guiding 
road-users by individuals 
hiding under the privileg-
es of  SPY police number 
plates.

While urging the general 
public, especially Ndi An-
ambra to ensure voluntary 
compliance with the direc-
tives or risk being arrested 
for its violation.



Be dedicated to service, Soludo tasks 
ASWAMA management

News

T
he Governor of  Imo 
State, Hope Uzod-
imma, seems to have 

lost Ngor-Okala Local Gov-
ernment Area, as more than 
3000 APC members had de-
fected to Labor Party over an 
alleged injustice meted out to 
them during the APC prima-
ry election, regretting that the 
Governor allegedly imposed 
candidates from Camp Hope 
who also dominated in all 
political appointments at the 
locality.
 Aside from the over 3000 

APC members who left for 
Labour Party, many shortch-
anged and aggrieved mem-
bers had concluded plans to 
exit the APC to Labor Party 
or any other relevant political 
party to gain more political 
prominence.
 Some of  the party members 

who spoke to News Echo in 
Owerri on Wednesday under 
anonymity, said that many 
APC chieftains, followers 
and executive in both local 
government and wards have 
concluded plans to leave 
the party, regretting that the 
LGA Chairman, Chief  May-
or Nweke, all the 12 salaried 
Councillors, including Ward 
Chairmen and their execu-
tives are the ones pushing out 

the members from the party, 
which they said may not sur-
vive till 2023.
 According to the sources, 

“the last is yet to be heard in 
Ngor-Okpala chapter of  the 
APC as majority of  the party 
members had defected to the 
Labour Party, while others 
had concluded plans to leave 
the party as well if  the gov-
ernor makes same mistake 
in the next Appointments 
by given Mbaisii Court Area 
juicy positions.
 This is even as the party 

chieftains, LGA chairman, 
Chief  Mayor Nweke, as 
well as all the 12 salaried 
Councillors, including Ward 
Chairmen and their execu-
tives connive with the state 
government to mess up APC 
area and thereby scaring 
away the aggrieved mem-
bers who had suffered to the 
growth of  the party”.
  They accused the Gover-

nor of  “imposing candidates 
for the 2023 election, as well 
as recognising one particular 
court area in all political ap-
pointments”, stating that the 
issue was heavy as few peo-
ple who attended a meeting 
convened were ashamed of 
the number of  people who 
attended and apportioned 
blame to the  LGA Chairman 
amongst the CampHope loy-

Presidential candidate of the Labour Party (LP) Peter Obi,  Tuesday, in Osogbo, the Osun State capital, with his supporters
rallied to support the governorship candidate of  his party, Lasun Yusuf.

alists who they accused of 
gingering the APC bad image 
in the area.
 Also, the members appor-

tioned blame to the State 
Government for “paying 
deaf  ears to the problems of 
the party in Ngor-Okpala”, 
recalling that “this incident 
happened in less than 48 
hours after the resignation 
of  the former LGA Chair-
man of  the party, Hon. Tony 

Anaelechi, which indicates 
that all may not be well with 
the party in the area. 
 Tony Anelechi was the for-

mer Chairman of  APC be-
fore CampHope joined the 
party in 2018. Tony was a 
member of  the defunct Co-
alition of  APC extraction 
and his Camp has never been 
considered for any position 
since inception of  this admin-
istration”.
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 They added that “Attorney 
Dr. Nwoguala, who was the 
Campaign Council Chair-
man in the last bye-election 
which brought Hon. Blyden 
Amajirionwu to Ngor-Okpa-
la State Constituency in Imo 
State House of  Assembly, At-
torney Dr. Mathew Nwogu, 
now the candidate for Aboh 
Mbaise/Ngor-Okala Federal 
House Seat (Labour Party), 
while Mr. Joel Okere, a Unit-

ed States based business mo-
gul and philanthropist (who 
has always used his resources 
to improve the welfare of  his 
people) is also the candidate 
for Ngor-Okpala State Con-
stituency under Labour Party 
and Mr. Tony Anelechi who 
is now the DG of  Attorney 
Dr. Mathew Nwoguala Cam-
paign Organization for Aboh 
Mbaise/Ngor- Okpala House 
of  Representatives. What a 
huge loss”, they maintained.

Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo, CFR 
has tasked members 

of  Anambra Communities 
on Ownership of  the state 
waste management process.

Governor Soludo gave the 
charge when he inaugurated 
a nine-member board for An-
ambra State Waste Manage-
ment Authority.

Members of  the Board in-
clude; Dr. Emma Ezenwaji, 
Chairman, Commissioner for 
Local Government Affairs, 
Mr. Collins Nwabunwanne, 
Commissioner for Environ-
ment, Engr Felix Odimegwu, 
Prince Chris Azor as a rep-
resentative of  Community 
based Organization.

Others are Mrs Ifeo-
ma Ezeaku, Chief  Emeka 
Aghasili as representative of 
the private sector, Managing 
Director ASWAMA, Mr. 
Mike Ozoemena and Prof. 
Ikemefuna Uzochukwu rep-
resenting the healthcare in-
dustry, as well as representa-
tives of  Aguata, Njikoka and 
Onitsha North local govern-
ment areas.

Governor Soludo hinted 
that for the board to fulfill its 
role, participation of  all play-
ers is very imperative, stating 
that their role is a call to ser-
vice of  the people of  Anam-
bra

The Governor who de-
scribed waste Management 
as a very critical sector of  the 
society, stressed that their pri-
mary responsibility is to keep 
the state clean in terms of  reg-
ulation, generation, collec-
tion, disposal and processing 
of  waste which can be recy-
cled back to wealth, licencing 
of  operators, among others

He asked them to interface 
with ministries and various 
organisations that generate 
waste, to develop a sustain-
able system that works. He 
furher charged them on the 
review of  the work of  the 
waste service providers who 
have already been engaged by 
the state government.

The Governor expressed 
optimism that with their in-
auguration, open dumping 
of  refuse should stop, adding 
that it is his administration’s 
desire to fashion out enforce-
ment mechanisms for the 
good of  the state.

Chairman of  the Board, 
Dr. Ezenwaji gave assurances 
that his team will work with 
four basic documents to deliv-
er on their mandate including 
Soludo Solution manifesto, 
Vision 2070 report, Transi-
tion Committee report and 
the ASWAMA law which 

Over 3000 APC members defect to 
Labour Party in Ngor-Okpala 

he described as very com-
prehensive.

While harping on behav-
ioural change among the 
people, he promised to put 
up a structure that will en-
sure proper enforcement 
and synergy with relevant 
MDAs, to deliver on their 
mandate.

Make Imo Judicial system result 
oriented: Gov Uzodimma 
charges Chief Judge, others
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 
has charged the newly 

sworn in Chief  Judge of  the 
state, Justice Theresa Chike-
ka, the President, Custom-
ary Court of  Appeal, and the 
other newly sworn-in judges 
and entire judicial workers 
in the state to strive to make 
Imo State judicial system re-
sult oriented by delivering on 
its mandate of  being the last 
hope of  the common man.

Governor Uzodimma 
gave this charge during the 
swearing in of  the new Chief 
Judge of  Imo State, Justice 
Theresa Chikeka, the Presi-
dent, Imo State Customary 
Court of  Appeal....and other 
judges in the state, Wednes-
day.

While acknowledging the 
independence of  the judici-
ary, the governor called for 
synergy between the three 
arms of  government because 
none of  them can function in 
isolation, as their functions 
are interwoven.

He urged the newly sworn 

in officials to go all out and 
do the job by  following the 
laid down rules, reminding 
them that their assignment, 
requires;  commitment, sac-
rifices and inconveniences, 
to leave up to expectations.

“I will therefore like to 
invite you. Let us become 
partners for the interest of 
our people. Let us agree to 
move forward. The expecta-
tions of  Imo people are very 
high. What people benefit 
from your endeavour is what 
makes you a hero and you 
cannot speak for yourself.

“There must be a time 
when our system must wake 
up. The gap between the 
common man and the judi-
ciary is now too wide . You 
can decide today to change 
to move things forward in 
the system.”

Uzodimma however testi-
fied that for the short period 
he has worked with Justice 
Chikeka as acting Chief 
Judge, she has been a prag-
matic person.  He congratu-
lated them and prayed God 
to guide and lead Imo State 
to the desired destination.

NNPP presidential candidate, 
Kwankwaso picks Bishop  Idahosa
as running mate

T
he New Nigeria Peo-
ples Party (NNPP) 
has announced that its 

presidential candidate and 
former governor of  Kano 
State, Rabiu Kwankwaso, has 
chosen Bishop Isaac Idahosa 
as his running mate for the 
2023 general elections.

The party made the an-
nouncement on the official 
Twitter page of  its campaign 
organisation on Thursday 
where it wrote, “Our VP 
Pastor Bishop Isaac Idahosa 
from Edo State.”

Bishop Isaac Idahosa from 
Edo State is the Senior Pastor 
of  God First Ministry, popu-
larly known as Illumination 
Assembly, with its headquar-

ters at Lekki Light Centre 
(LLC), Ajah, Lagos.

The cleric who is also a 
gospel singer, writer, and mo-
tivational speaker is popularly 
known as ‘Prophet Talk Na 
Do’ by his followers.

Kwankwaso’s choice 
comes after he failed to get 
the presidential candidate of 
the Labour Party and former 
Governor of  Anambra State, 
Peter Obi to be his running 
mate.

Obi’s refusal to be Kwank-
waso’s running mate also 
ended the two political par-
ties’ alliance talks as they had 
announced earlier that they 
were in talks on reaching an 
alliance ahead of  the 2023 
elections.



EDITORIAL

Publisher
Larry Kingsley

Managing Editor
Bright Okereke

News Editor
Anthony Ogbekile

Reporters
Ikenna Orioha

Glory Ugochukwu
Oluchi Ofurum

Adaora John

Correspondents
Dan Maduagwu Okey (Umuahia)

Uchenna Ezeadigwe (Awka)
Karen James (Nnewi)
Ovat Mike (Onitsha)

Nonye Udumiri (Aba)
David Eze (Abakiliki)

Chuma Austin (Enugu)
Godson Nwosu (Port Harcourt)

Contributors/Columnists
Dr. Chuks Osuji
Justina Nkechi

Livy-Elcon Emereonye
Nwachukwu Lilian

Production
Ifeanyi Raymond

Alex Nnamdi Chukwu
Iduh Matthew Omaji

ADMINISTRATION
General Manager

James Kalu

Operations Manager
Patricia Nwoye

Web Administrator
Bismark Ibegbulam

Circulation Team

Marcel Esiobu

Innocent Onyeahialam
Raphael Obioha

Eugene Nwachukwu

Legal Adviser
H. O. Ogbusu

Vision
To pioneer new ways to serve the 
public and provide credible reports 
across all media platforms.

Mission
To inspire and promote exceptional 
journalism, innovation and excellence 
through a quality newspaper which is 
reliable and accountable.

Our Team
Editorial

t is unfortunate that instead of Iworking towards closing the gender 
equity gap, the decades of progress 

thus achieved are being rolled back, with 
women's fundamental rights and health 
under threat.

These reversals are being worsened by 
COVID-19 and other compounding 
crises, such as increasing incidences of 
conflict and the climate emergency. They 
come at a time when the world was just 
starting to see decades of hard-earned 
labour and effort bear fruit, with the 
number of girls in education increasing, 
maternal mortality rates falling, and 
child marriages and deaths decreasing.

Gender gaps are pervasive the world 
over and closing them requires significant 
progress on issues as broad-ranging as 
violence against women, access to 
contraception, and women's labour-force 
participation. Gender inequality cuts 
across all sectors, interlinks with other 
areas of  development, and requires 
solutions from many actors including 
those in government, corporations, and 
n o n gove r n m e n t a l  o r ga n i z a t i o n s 
(NGOs).

Women and girls represent half of the 
world's population, yet their full 
potential remains largely untapped. They 
are too often subject to sexual or physical 
abuse and exploitation, threatened with 
harmful traditions and practices, denied 
the right to education and healthcare, 
discriminated against in employment, 
and often deterred from participating in 
political processes, including voting. 
Globally, 143 countries legally guarantee 
equality between men and women. But in 
practice, gender inequalities subsist in 
most parts of the world, especially in 
Africa, and in many cases are being rolled 
even further back.

No less than 53 of the 251 SDGs' 
indicators make direct reference to 
gender equality, women and girls. Yet 
women are not given seats at decision-
making tables commensurate with their 
numbers. 

The pervasive leadership gap between 
women and men can only be closed by 
addressing systemic barriers to women's 
advancement.  This  i s  espec ia l ly 
important as emerging evidence from the 
pandemic  shows that  female- led 
countries have generally fared better in 
terms of outcomes during COVID-19 
through inst i l l ing  proact ive  and 
coordinated policy responses. For future 
pandemics, women must not only have 
equal participation in COVID-19 
response and recovery efforts, but also 
equal decision-making power and 

leadership opportunities, and policies 
and programmes must also include a 
gender lens.

Attitudes towards gender roles 
deteriorated further amid COVID-19 as 
outdated social norms and stereotypes 
continue to hold society back from 
reaching gender equality. Cost of 
programmes aimed at providing health 
services to women, girls and adolescents 
have been cut due to competing priorities 
and demands amid the pandemic. Sexual 
and reproductive health (SRH) services 
are too often made 'optional' rather than 
essential services, leading to increases in 
deaths of and harm to women.

“Health is a right, not a privilege. It 
requires political will and leadership. But 
women need to have an equal say in the 
health systems that impact their health 
and well-being Women have been 
disproportionately hit by unemployment 
yet no remedial measures have been 
applied by most African countries 
including Nigeria.

It therefore the opinion of News Echo 
that more progress should be made on 
women's empowerment and health, war 
should also be waged on the fundamental 
rights of women and girls.

Helen Clark, PMNCH Board Chair, 
and former Prime Minister of  New 
Zealand, said. “We need urgent and 
transformative action to reverse these 
worrying trends. Women must have both 
seats and voice at decision-making tables. 
To achieve the vision of leaving no one 
behind in development, societies must 
m o v e  b e y o n d  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o 
implementation of  rights-based and 
gender sensitive approaches to achieving 
equality, resilience, and sustainability.”

Summit participants focused on 
s o l u t i o n s  t o  i n c r e a s e  wo m e n ' s 
representation and participation in 
leadership roles and reduce gender gaps 
a c r o s s  eve r y  a s p e c t  o f  s o c i e t y, 
everywhere. Championing multi-
s t a k e h o l d e r  a n d  m u l t i - s e c t o r a l 
partnerships are key to these challenges, 
and the only way forward to address a 
problem as pervasive as gender equality.

Certainly, people, communities and 
economies will thrive when we raise up 
o u r  wo m e n  a n d  g i r l s ;  wh e n  we 
acknowledge the contributions of 
women; when we pay women fairly for 
the work that they do; when we show the 
value and inherent necessity of women 
for society,” said H.E. Kersti Kaljulaid, 
Former President of Estonia, the UN 
Secretary-General's Global Advocate for 
Every Woman Every Child.
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th July, 2022 will not be 

5forgotten in a hurry. A 
shining light, a son of  

p o s i t i v i t y,  t e a c h e r  p e r 
e x c e l l e n c e ,  S p o r t s 
Psychologist and a leader in 
the religious circle Sir Dr 
Amos Agwamba, passed 
away  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g 
moments of  Tuesday 5th July, 
2022. Not many will have 
anything negative to say 
about a man who has affected 
in no small way, anyone who 
comes his way. Indeed not 
many will have few good 
words to say about a man who 
put in passion, energy and 
love into anything he gets 
i n t o,  b e  i t  h i s  f a m i l y, 
Education, Religion or sports. 
No wonder he is called Dr. 
Heartland. One of  Nigeria's 
foremost football referees. As 
a matter of  fact, a retired 
FIFA Referee and the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) 
and an accredited NPFL 
Match Commissioner

To have an inkling as to 
how loved he was and how he 
infused his life's energy on 
several parts of  life Alloy 
Chukwuemeka, a prominent 
f o o t b a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r, 
described his demise as a 
“ s a d ”  l o s s .  D r.  A m o s 
Agwamba was a seasoned 
Sports Administrator per 
Exce l lence  @ Fed poly 
Nekede Owerri. May his soul 
rest in peace.” 

S i m i l a r ly,  Reve r e n d 
O n y e m a e c h i  C h a r l e s 
Uruakpa, the State Secretary 
Organiser, Boys' Brigade 
Nigeria, Imo State Council, 
quipped; “It was with sadness 
and rude shock that I received 
the news of  the sudden 
demise of  Sir Dr Amos 
Agwamba which occurred in 
the late hours (night) of  
Tuesday July 5th.“Sir Dr 
Amos Agwamba until his 
death was the Chief  of  19th 
OCBC connected with All 
Saints Anglican Church 
Umuguma. He was a nice 
gentleman. “It is even more 
saddening recalling how the 
Late Sir Dr Amos Agwamba 
in collaboration with Lay 
Canon Hon. Sir Oguike 
ensured the success of  the 

maiden enrolment of  The 
Br igade  Company few 
months ago. “He has fought 
the good fight and stood firm 
in the faith. “On behalf  of  
The Boys Brigade Imo State 
C o u n c i l ,  I  s i n c e r e l y 
commiserate with his dear 
son and pioneer Captain of  
19th OCBC, Mr Nnaemeka 
Agwamba over the death. I 
earnestly pray God to grant 
his soul eternal rest and give 
his family the fortitude to 
bear the irreparable loss. 
You see?

Another part of  his life 
that touched humanity was 
his abilities as a pen pusher. 
H i s  t o u c h  o f  h i s t o r y, 
coupled with a knack for 
exhibiting hard but hidden 
truths deep sited in topical 
issues, unearthing salient 
facts and bringing them to 
the front burner was a major 
c a t c h  f o r  N e w s  E c h o 
Newspaper. He was astute in 
his writings and editorial 
contributions to the paper, 
making News Echo become 
one of  the finest editorial 

masterpieces east of  the 
Niger. In keeping with its 
tradition of  identifying with 
its own, Clan Chief  Prof, 
C h i m e z i e  K i n g s l e y, 
E b u b e m b a  I k e d u r u , 
Publisher of  the News Echo 
Newspapers  and News 
I n s i d e r  M a g a z i n e 
immediately sent a high 
powered delegation on 
Wednesday, 13th July, 2022 
to commiserate and identify 
wi th  the  fami ly  of  i t s 
contributor. Led by the 
Managing Editor Mr. Bright 
Okereke, the News Editor 
Mr. Anthony Ogbekile as 
well as a Senior Reporter 
Ikenna Orioha, the team 
met with late Agwamba's 
w i d o w  a n d  h i s  s o n 
N n a e m e k a  C h i m e z i e 
A b i o d u n  A g w a m b a . 
Pouring commiserations to 
the family the Managing 
E d i t o r  s p o k e  o f  t h e 
brokenness of  the publisher, 
Ebubemba Ikeduru as well 
as management and staff  
upon hearing of  the demise 
of  one of  its own. It was a 

mixture of  shock, sadness 
and a sense of  resignation to 
the will of  the almighty for 
the  widow of  the  la te 
Agwamba expressed.

Speaking in detail about 
the life and times of  the 
U g i r i k e  A u t o n o m o u s 
Community in Ikeduru 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, born Chief, 
N n a e m e k a  C h i m e z i e 
Abiodun Agwamba, his 
second son was fulfilled to 
be part of  his father's life. 
“My late father, Dr Sir 
Amos Agwamba was a 
member of  the Knight of  St 
Christopher, Ikeduru. Until 
his death, he was the best 
father we could ever ask for. 
He was a proud man when it 
came to his achievements on 
the things of  God. He was 
also a humble man in the 
essence that he could be 
friends to anyone and he is a 
silent achiever. He was 
someone who loved his 
children and other persons 
a s  we l l .  H e  wa s  ve r y 
educated and disciplined. 

W h e n  y o u  h a v e  a n 
encounter with him, he 
leaves you with a lasting 
impact. He is someone you 
would wish to be with. He 
loved the things of  God. My 
father could sacrifice the last 
dime. He gave out his house 
to some Priests for the work 
of  God. In fact, anything 
t h a t  h a d  t o  d o  w i t h 
glorifying God was a major 
part of  his life. You could 
never take that away from 
him. Dr Amos Agwamba 
w a s  a  g r e a t  l o v e r  o f  
education. It would have 
been very difficult to make 
an impression on him or 
strike a relationship with 
him without an intellectual 
w i t .  H i s  e d u c a t i o n a l 
background began from the 
Alvan Ikoku College of  
Education where he bagged 
an NCE, of  the University 
of  Nigeria, Nsukka. He 
proceeded to Britain for a 
second degree. He had a 
Masters degree in Education 
and then a PHD at the John 
F. Kennedy University in the 
U.S.A. He has also used his 
position as President of  
Ikeduru Council of  Knights 
to touch lives.”

News Echo Managing 
Editor,  James Okereke 
added that Dr Agwamba 
was popular because of  
Spor ts  and footbal l  in 
particular. He urged the 
family to remain united so as 
t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e 
enduring legacies of  the late 
i con .   We  have  many 
reasons to celebrate him. 
Our  pub l i she r  i s  ve r y 
passionate about we deemed 
i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p ay  a 
condolence visit to his 
family. He urges you to bear 
his death with fortitude”, 
Mr Okereke said.

Dr Amos Agwamba 
contrary to the saying that 
the cemetery is filled the the 
greatest talents, emptied 
himself  to every opart of  
humanity because he died 
empty. 

F r o m  N e w s  E c h o 
family, may his soul find 
rest.
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Amos Agwamba: A man of many
parts who gave all to society
By Anthony Ogbekile

Late Amos Agwamba



o  f e w e r  t h a n  f i v e 

Nh u n d r e d  t r i c y c l e 
operators and shuttle 

drivers including traders in 
Anambra State on Wednesday 
protested over the new tax system 
of  the Anambra State governor, 
Prof  Chukwuma Soludo. The 
Keke operators had blocked the 
Onitsha/Enugu expressway for 
hours and later culminated to 
Thursday's in front of  the State 
Government House over what 
they called obnoxious levies by 
the state government, resulting in 
traffic gridlock from Regina 
junction up to Kwata junction. 
The long traffic had forced 
motorists to take alternative 
routes, while passengers trekked 
long distances to their various 
destinations. While the tricycle 
operators' protest was going on 
around Aroma junction, traders 
at the Eke Awka market joined 
the fray at about 12.30 pm saying 
that they were passing through 
excruciating times since the 
introduction of  the new levy/tax 
regime. The traders were made 
up of  mostly women who traded 
vegetable, okro, groundnuts and 
other hawkers who said they 
were being forced to pay multiple 
levies, daily. Our Correspondent 
who monitored the two days 
protest reports that the protest 
has completely halted major 
activities around the area and left 
inter-state travelers stranded at 
Unizik junction. Majority of  the 

Keke riders lamented over their 
inability to pay their house rents 
or eat properly after the struggles 
of  the day let alone paying the 
Gover nment  such  te r r ib le 
amount. Others claimed that 
even after paying the #25,000 
there are other levies of  Unions 
that they must pay in a Month, 
leaving them with nothing at the 
end. One of  the protesters 
Chikwado Udeh who spoke to 
our correspondent at Regina 
Caeli by the expressway narrated 
how they use to pay far less 
previously, therefore shouldn't be 
expected to pay more now 
cons ider ing  the  economic 
hardship of  the country. "Before 
we dey pay these tax in a cheaper 
rate. Now government don come 
increase the price. Usually we dey 
e a c h  d a y  a l t h o u g h  a f t e r 
sometime they come increase it 
to five hundred daily." “Wetin 
this governor de sell sef  wey 
make dem de increase tax for our 
head everytime? Now if  dem 
succeed, we go add am for the 
passengers wey follow vote am to 
become governor. The man no de 
try at all”, he said. Suggesting, 
one of  the keke riders, Mr. 
K i n g s l e y  A b b a h  w h o 
complained that they still pay 100 
naira per passenger at every park, 
urged government to do their 
own side of  the bargain by 
s t o p p i n g  e ve r y  o t h e r  f e e 
collection in parks. As for 
another operator, Mr. Collins 
Agu, government should start 
executing immediate arrests, 
stressing that keke riders should 

be in control of  the Union and 
not in the hands of  people who 
don' t  r ide  t r icycles.  Chidi 
Okoroafor who ply Ifite route 
explained that one of  their 
problems lies in meeting up with 
payment for hire purchase, 
noting that for those operating in 
Ifite, though security operatives 
have chased the touts away on 
countless occasions, they keep 
coming back to cause chaos 
along that path. Further inquiry 
into the matter revealed that the 
tricycle drivers were previously 

made to pay a compulsory 
registration fee of  N1,500 each, 
at the inception of  Soludo 
administration, not minding that 
they  a l l  r eg i s t e red  be fore 
c o m m e n c i n g  o p e r a t i o n 
previously. Now they were 
directed to start paying �15,000 
every month. Meanwhile, a 
source told our correspondent 
that shop owners in the market 
were being taxed N14, 200 
monthly while the hawkers were 
randomly forced to pay N200 at 
various time and places every 
day. Soludo had during a meeting 
with parks and market executives 
in Awka some weeks back hinted 
about introducing a new tax 
regime in the state. Speaking to 
newsmen, a former chairman of  
Eke Awka Market, line 4B, 
Emeka Onyemaechi, said, “Last 
week Thursday, I was inside my 
shop when some people started 
using town criers to announce 
that everybody should come out 
and pay for their stallage and 
other fees from Tuesday. “I asked 
them how much and they said 
N14, 200 per shop. On Friday, I 
went to Anambra state Board of  
Internal Revenue to find the true 
position. The information I got 
was that on Tuesday, they would 
coming to capture shops in the 
market and everybody will pay 
N2, 000 for the capturing and 
after that government will give 
account number where traders 
w i l l  p a y  o t h e r  l e v i e s . 
“Unfortunately, on Tuesday 
(public holiday) they started the 

capturing and collection of  the 
N14, 200. They forced traders to 
the market office where over 20 
Point of  Sale (POS) machines 
were stationed and traders 
without cash were asked to use 
their ATM cards to pay. However, 
Anambra State Government has 
reiterated its ban on touts 
operating in any location within 
the state. Earlier speaking, Chief  
of  Staff  to Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo, Mr Ernest Ezeajughi 
while speaking to some aggrieved 
tricycle operators who took their 
peaceful  demonstrat ion to 
Government House, Awka noted 
that Soludo-led administration 
which is barely four months in 
office is trying out measures to 
make life meaningful for the 
masses, including members of  
the tricycle riders' association. He 
called on the riders to call the 
hotlines provided by government 
to report any wrong doing, 
explaining that the monthly 
payment of  fifteen thousand 
naira, amounts to about six 
hundred naira, daily. While 
asking the keke riders to make 
sure to get enrolled into the 
system by acquiring their identity 
cards and other modalities, Mr. 
Ezeajughi noted that they have 
the option of  paying fourty-two 
thousand naira quarterly or 
twenty one thousand naira in six 
months and enjoy the rebate that 
comes with it, pointing out that 
government is only trying to 
generate revenue while serving 
the public at the same time.
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Over 500 tricycle riders, barricade Anambra
express road over Soludo's taxation regime
...As market traders join, lament over obnoxious levies
..Govt reiterates its ban on touts’ operations

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka
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Oru-Owere Festival: Indigenes speak;
…Kick against balkanization of  Owere
...Fault govt over denial of  appointments, infrastructure

s the five villages that 

Aconstitute Owere Nchise 
observed their annual 

cultural festival: Oru-Owere, on 
Wednesday, the people of  the area 
h a v e  k i c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e 
balkanization of  the clan into five 
autonomous communities by the 
then Rescue Mission regime led by 
Senator Rochas Anayo Okorocha.

They  reg re t ted  tha t  the 
f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
homogeneous people had denied 
them so many things which they 
s h a r e d  i n  c o m m o n  a s  o n e 
indivisible people aside Oru-
Owere cultural festival which is 
being celebrated in pump and 
pageantry given to its richness and 
relevance, lamenting social, 
political, educational and welfare 
e x c l u s i o n  b y  s u c c e s s i v e 
governments despite its sacrifices 
to the growth and sustenance of  
Imo State.

Despite all odds, the people 
still roasted the yam (old yam as the 
festival demands) sauced with oil 
bean salad (ugbaka), ate and had 
drinks with their families and 
visitors as they rejoiced and gave 
thanks to God for His mercy and 
grace upon their lives.

This displeasure was poured 
by patriotic indigenes of  Owere 
Nchise in an interview with News 
Echo during the celebration of  
O r u - O we r e,  a t  U mu o k o r i e 
Amawom community, in Owerri.

In view of  this, a concerned 
native of  Umuokorie Amawom 
O w e r r i  M u n i c i p a l  L o c a l 
Government Area, Imo State, 
Barr. Ogueri Ehirim, went down 
memory lane to explain that "Oru-
Owere cultural festival is a time set 
out for us to commemorate our 
founding father, Ekwem Arugo, 
who founded Owere, when he 
eloped from Umuori-Uratta, in 
Owerri North. Something cropped 
up in their place and as a matter of  
fact, an issue arose and he was 
slated to be killed. So, when the 
revelation was made to him- he ran 
away from Umuori- Uratta- to the 
present day Owere at the Civic 
Centre- Ugwu Ekwem Arugo- 
where we celebrate".

He noted that "Ugwu Ekwem 
Arugo was his first place of  contact 
when he left Umuori- Uratta and 
ran away for his dear life- and while 
running away, his in-law, Oyima, 
who was living with them, found it 
worthy to elope with his in-law, 
Ekwem Arugo. So, they now came 
down to Ugwu Ekwem, the Civic 
Centre. That was the first point of  
contact of  Ekwem Arugo. They 

stopped there because they were 
hungry. So, the wife (first wife of  
Ekwem Arugo), brought out the 
yam (old yam, as people believe 
that when you talk about Oru-
Owere, they see it as new yam 
festival. No. Owerri does not 
celebrate new yam festival. All we 
do is Oru-Owere) she was carrying, 
prepared it with oil bean salad 
sauce (ugbaka), all those who ran 
with them through the night ate 
and after eating hope of  life was 
restored in them".

He stressed that they became 
so thirsty and there was no water, 
s o  t h e  y o u n g  m e n  w e r e 
commissioned to go and search for 
water to drink. They proceeded, 
toiled all corners and by divine 
providence they saw water which 
they described as Ogbuamuma- 
that is Otamiri River you see today. 
Hence they came back with clean 
water and drank the water and life 
was restored at the point they 
drank the water. Then a woman 
exclaimed 'Aaahhh- you have 
saved us from damnation, now we 
have eaten and drank'. Again, she 
used the part of  the water to boil 
corn and equally used ugbaka to 
prepare the corn- and that is what 
Owerri people call Mbubuzo".

Ehirim informed that there are 
five communities that make up 
Umuala- Enyi who are Egbu, 
Owere, Awaka, Naze and Ihitte- 
Ugada, saying "Uratta is not part 
of  Alaenyi even though Owere 
Nchise came from Umuori- 
Uratta. Because by then, people 
were being identif ied easily 
through the lineage of  their 

mother. So, these 5 towns are 
children from one woman who are 
identified as Umuala- Enyi. 
Indeed, the people identified as 
Owere Nchise are the descendants 
of  Ekwem Arugo who ran away 
from Umuori- Uratta and settled in 
Owere. The present land called 
Owerri was a virgin land, not 
occupied by any group, Ekwem 
Arugo and his children deforested 
it at that point".

He maintained that "Owere 
Nchise fought gallantly. You know 
by then, strength is might- you will 
occupy places with conquest. 
When you fight a people, you 
conquer them, you take their land, 
when you deforest land, it becomes 
yours, if  there is thick forest and 
you deforest it, you occupy it, it is 
your land- by conquest, when you 
f ight  a  people  l iv ing there, 
overthrow their hegemony, you 
harness their land, sell some of  
them into slavery. The migration to 
O w e r e  b y  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s 
happened many centuries ago, 
about 300 to 400 years past".

The legal luminary while 
reiterating that Owere Nchise has 
only 5 communities, recapped that 
"Umuoyima people are in-laws to 
Owere. They trace their origin 
from Nekede, but are in-laws that 
lived with Ekwem Arugo and his 
brother, Udumoha Arugo. When 
Ekwem Arugo eloped to this place, 
his in-law, Oyima followed him. 
Prior to 1986 or thereabout, our 
late great king, Nakwaecheki, Eze 
Aloysius Njemanze (Ozuruigbo 
4 t h  o f  O w e r e ) ,  s a i d  t h a t 
generations, ages have gone by 

hence he performed Oath of  
Severance. With that the villages 
n ow  b e g a n  t o  i n t e r  m a r r y 
themselves. For, in the past, 
p e r s o n s  f r o m  U m u o d u , 
Umuororonjo, Umuonyeche, 
Amawom do not inter marry- it is 
only Umuoyima who can marry 
with other 4 villages because they 
are our in-laws, they do not have 
the same blood with us, but times 
and events have happened and we 
are one. If  not that, it would be an 
aberration for person from my 
village, Amawom to marry from 
U m u o r o r o n j o  b e c a u s e 
Umuororonjo and Amawom are 
f r o m  t h e  s a m e  m o t h e r ; 
Umuororonjo and Amawom are 
k n o w n  a s  U m u i k e n e g b u 
Nshiabou".

On exportation of  Oru-Owere, 
Ehirim disclosed that Oru-Owere 
is peculiar, unique to Owere 
Nchise, recalling that "in USA, 
three years ago, I was invited by 
Owerri people living in Hilton 
Texas, to give a talk on the 
importance of  Oru-Owere cultural 
festival which I did so perfectly. 
You see wherever Owerri people 
are even as a group, they recognize 
their homogeneity and they 
celebrate Oru-Owere there. Oru-
Owere does not have a religious 
connotation. Culturally, it is for a 
people with homogeneity. We have 
achieved success through Oru-
Owere. It has gone a long while to 
help in uniting our people despite 
the balkanization of  Owerri by 
Senator Rochas Okorocha led 
Rescue Mission administration. 
And everybody talks about Oru-

Owere and during the festival no 
body talk of  originality and we 
have had conferences where we 
discussed securi ty  and way 
forward for our people (children) 
who have now been made toll 
collectors. An average Owerri 
person is well educated, but social 
n o r m s  t o d a y  i s  d e c l i n i n g 
drastically".

"Or u-Owere  has  been  a 
uniting factor that brings us 
together, to talk, educate kids, talk 
with one voice. Oru-Owere has 
done well for us and will continue 
to...we will continue to explore 
other avenues therein we have not 
been privileged to get to as to make 
Oru-Owere festival go higher and 
roundly. At the pre- Oru-Owere 
conference, we said if  you are 
asking a youth collecting a toll to 
stop because it is a dent to Owerri 
people, you must give him another 
thing to occupy his mind and hand. 
We believe God being with us we 
will achieve more greatness".

"It is unfortunate that Owerri 
being at the center of  government, 
donated all we have to government 
and have nothing remaining. Our 
lands have been donated, taken 
forcefully with little compensation 
and not many of  our people have 
been appointed into government 
and yet we have sacrificed all we 
have and they cannot recognize the 
sacrifice we have made and use it to 
bless us", he said.

Adding their voices, indigenes 
of  Umuokorie Amawom, Owerri 
Municipal Council, Elder Joe 
Nnadi Nze, Comr. Theophilus 
Obishike and Eshieze Paul Ehirim, 
described Oru-Owere as a tradition 
bequeathed to them by their 
foreparts who they said migrated 
to Owere from Umuori- Uratta 
many years ago, stating that old 
yam is used to commemorate the 
festival which they added is not 
fetish.

According to them, "after 
roasting, blessing the yam, we ate it 
with everyone around and digest it 
with drinks of  our choice. During 
the festivity, no one quarrels, 
makes trouble or calls the law 
enforcement  agent  (po l ice ) 
because it is a period of  peace and 
joy. Before the celebration, a town 
crier goes round the communities 
to warn residents against any form 
of  conflict. This period, we will 
present our preferred Eze- elect to 
the people at Ekwem Arugo Civic 
Center.  We call on youths to 
remain responsible, follow our 
footsteps as we followed our 
forefathers in order to preserve 
Oru-Owere and hence move 
Owerri forward".

By Ikenna Orioha

Paul Ehirim Nnadi Nze Ogueri Ehirim
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Cross Fire: Tinubu attacks Labour Party;
it’s a mushroom group

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the La-
bour Party, Peter 
Obi, has reacted to 

comments made by his All 
Progressives Congress coun-
terpart, Bola Tinubu, dur-
ing the APC’s mega rally in 
Osun State this week.

Tinubu had hit out at the 
Labour Party and some oth-
er parties during the rally, 
describing them as mush-
room parties.

“PDP and mushroom par-
ties. Like Labour party; they 
say they are labour, they will 
labour till death,” Tinubu 
said in Yoruba.

“God will not let you be-
come labourers,” he told the 
crowd of  supporters. “You 
will meet good fortune at 
home. The good fortune of 
money, children. You are 
next.”

But speaking during a rally 
organised by the LP in Osun 
on Wednesday, Obi said 
APC presidential candidate 
spoke ill of  his party out of 

hatred, adding that the La-
bour Party will respond with 
love.

“I listened to our national 
chairman when he said that 
somebody said that they can 
labour till death. When they 
talk like that, when they 
show you hatred, Labour 
Party will show them, love. 
There is dignity in labour,” 
he said.

Obi called on Osun res-
idents to vote for the LP’s 
governorship candidate, 
Yusuf  Lasun, saying the 
party will guarantee better 
welfare for citizens.

According to him, the par-
ty is determined to change 
Nigeria, insisting that the 
way to change Africa’s most 
populous country is by re-
moving people responsible 
for its current state.

In his remark, LP Nation-
al Chairman, Julius Abure, 
urged Osun electorates not 
to sell their votes on Satur-
day.

He told them to resist the 

Strike: ASUU President blasts Ngige 

P
resident of  the Ac-
ademic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities 

(ASUU), Professor Emma-
nuel Osodeke, on Thurs-
day, blasted the Minister of 
Labour and Employment, 
Dr Chris Ngige, over his 
attitude toward the strike 
embarked by university lec-
turers.
“What the Minister of 

Labour has done is a com-
plete insult to the charac-
ter of  people like Profes-
sor Nimi Briggs, Senator 
Chris Adighije, Professor 
Olu Obafemi,” Professor 
Osodeke, said during an ap-
pearance on Sunrise Daily.
“The minister instead of 

looking for how to resolve 
the problem, he is busy 
abusing his colleagues, 
abusing even the Minister 
of  Education.”
The ASUU President’s 

comments mark the latest 
development in the impasse 
between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the union over 
its strike which has kept 
university students at home 
since February 14.
In the months since the 

strike commenced, efforts to 
resolve it including protests 
by students have yielded no 
results with the Minister of 
Labour and Employment 
and the union engaging in a 
war of  words every now and 
then.
On Wednesday, Dr Ngige 

put out a statement saying 
that there is no collective 
bargaining agreement be-
tween the Federal Govern-
ment and ASUU.
“This clarification has be-

come necessary in view of 
the deluge of  deliberate mis-
information being dished 
out to Nigerians by the Presi-
dent of  ASUU, Prof. Osode-
ke as well as his branch 
leaders, calling on President 
Buhari to sign an agreement 
which they claimed to have 
reached with the Federal 
Government,” a statement 
by the ministry’s spokes-
person, Olajide Oshundun, 
read in part.
Professor Osodoke, how-

ever, fired back on Sunrise 
Daily.
“It is so sad that we have 

gotten to a stage where our 
children are lamenting at 

The debris of Eke market, A�kpo �re outbreak.

home and the Minister of 
Labour is busy churning out 
fake information and misin-
forming the public, trying to 
undermine the integrity of 
ASUU,” he said.
He challenged Dr Ngige 

to show Nigerians proof  of 
a claim that his delegation 
was walked out of  a meet-
ing with ASUU members.
The ASUU President said 

Ngige resorted to fake news 
having failed to force the 
striking members to call off 
the strike by withholding 
their salary for five months.
ASUU had on February 

14, 2022, embarked on in-
dustrial action, accusing the 
Federal Government of  fail-
ing to meet its demands.
Some of  the demands in-

clude the release of  revitali-
sation funds for universities, 
renegotiation of  the ASUU-
FGN 2009 agreement, de-
ployment of  the University 
Transparency Accountabil-
ity System for the payment 
of  salaries and allowances 
of  lecturers, and the release 
of  the white paper report of 
the visitation panels to uni-
versities among others.

… Peter Obi replies; ‘there is dignity in Labour’

The situation has forced 
the government from paying 
the striking lecturers their 
salaries even as they insist-
ed that the industrial action 
will be called off  once their 
agreements are met.
On Wednesday, the Catho-

lic Bishop of  Sokoto Dio-
cese, Mathew Kukah, said 
it was unacceptable that 
Nigerian Universities re-
main closed after so many 
months.
“This is unacceptable es-

pecially as these things are 
happening in a democracy,” 
Bishop Kukah said at the 
signing of  a peace accord for 
the Osun State governorship 
election.

APC Postpones Official Unveiling of 
Vice Presidential Candidate amidst 
Controversy

T
he All Progressives 
Congress has post-
poned the official un-

veiling of  former Borno State 
Governor, Kashim Shetima, 
as its vice presidential can-
didate for the 2023 general 
election.
Shetima was meant to have 

been presented to party mem-
bers at the APC national Sec-
retariat on Thursday, but the 
Chairman of  the APC Press 
Corp told reporters the event 
has been moved forward.
He said a new date will be 

announced in due time and 
that the date would probably 
be sometime next week.
The Press Corp chairman 

said the directive for the post-
ponement was given by the 
party’s Deputy National Sec-
retary.
No reason has been given 

for the decision which comes 
amid controversy over the 
choice of  a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket by the party.
In same controversy, for-

mer Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of  the Federation, 
Babachir Lawal, has fault-
ed the announcement of  a 
Muslim-Muslim ticket by the 
presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress, 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu.
Lawal, in a note he person-

ally signed on Tuesday, de-
scribed the decision as a “dis-
astrous error.”
Mr Tinubu on Sunday an-

nounced former Borno State 
Governor, Kassim Shettima, 
as his running mate in the 
2023 presidential election.
Lawal, who backed Tinubu 

during the APC presidential 
primaries, said the choice 
of  Shettima was a sign that 
the APC presidential candi-
date has “been cornered by 
self-serving, hero-worshiping, 
lapdogs.”
“The northern governors 

and some northern Muslim 
elites must have persuaded 
him that they will never vote 
for a ticket that has a north-
ern Christian on it. And he 
has agreed with them,” Law-
al said.
“But if  he thinks a Mos-

lem-Moslem ticket will win 
him the northern Muslim 
votes, he should have a re-
think. They will massively 
vote for one of  their sons be-
cause it is in their nature to do 
so. Buhari, their first son will 
not be on the ballot in 2023. 
Atiku their second son will 
be.”

temptation of  collecting 
money during the governor-
ship election or to collect the 
money and still vote against 
them.

It could be recalled that the 
Presidential candidate of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
in the 2023 election, Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, on Tuesday 

described Labour party as a 
mushroom group.

He made the comment 
while campaigning for Gov-
ernor Adegboyega Oyetola 
at a mega rally in Osogbo.

Oyetola is seeking a second 
term of  four years in Satur-
day’s governorship election 
in Osun state.

“PDP and mushroom par-
ties. Like Labour party. They 
say they are labour, they will 
labour till death,” Tinubu 
said in Yoruba.

 “God will not let you be-
come labourers,” he told the 
crowd of  supporters. “You 
will meet good fortune at 
home. The good fortune of 
money, children. You are 
next.”

Mr Tinubu attended the 
rally alongside Senate Pres-
ident, Ahmad Lawan and 

several APC Governors, in-
cluding campaign lead, Gov-
ernor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
of  Lagos State.

Other Governors present 
at the rally include Abdulla-
hi Ganduje of  Kano State, 
Babagana Zulum of  Borno 
State and Atiku Bagudu of 
Kebbi State.

National Chairman of  the 
APC, Abdullahi Adamu and 
the party’s Vice Presidential 
candidate, Kassim Shettima, 
were also present.

…As both sides accuse each other of  misinformation

...As Babachir Lawal describes 
Tinubu’s Muslim-Muslim ticket as
‘a disastrous error, dead on arrival’
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Abia Governor, Deputy relationship
turns sour over lost ambition

 scenario that is akin to 

Athat of  former governor 
Rochas Okorocha of  

Imo State and his then deputy, 
P r i n c e  E z e  M a d u m e r e 
suspected to be playing out in 
Abia Gover nment House, 
Umuahia, between Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu and his deputy, 
Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, who 
were said to be enjoying the best 
of  relationship, until recently, 
p rec i s e ly  a f t e r  the  pa r ty 
primaries were Oko Chukwu's 
ambition to succeed his boss, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu, was 
truncated in a manner that the 
deputy, alleged believed that his 
crash was as a result of  his loss 
support from his boss.    

It could recalled that in 
2018, as the drumbeat of  who 
succeeds then Governor Rochas 
Okorocha was sounding loud, 
P r i n c e  E z e  M a d u m e r e , 
Okorocha's Deputy Governor 
became a star man in the lineup 
of  those in the other side of  the 
field challenging his choice of  
Uche Nwosu.

Madumere, who was a 
long term friend of  Okorocha 
even before becoming his 
Deputy, was also termed a loyal 
Deputy by many who were 
always around the corridors of  
p o w e r  i n  O w e r r i ,  u n t i l 
Madumere decided to pursue 
his own political ambition----to 
rule Imo State as Governor.

Ini t ia l ly,  Madumere 's 
ambition sounded like a sweet 
rumor in the ears of  Okorocha 

until he made it clear to his then 
boss, that he was actually in the 
game to replace him.

O k o r o c h a ,  w h o 
considered Madumere's interest 
as a big threat to his plans to 
install his son-in-law, Ugwumba 
Uche Nwosu as his successor, 
reportedly offered Madumere 
several  opt ions  including 
Owerri Senatorial ticket in APC 
to dissuade his guber ambition.

B u t  t o  O k o r o c h a ' s 
'chagrin',  the Mbieri-born 
Deputy rejected the overtures, 
preferring to vie for APC guber 
primary polls in 2018.

During the  execut ive 
fiasco, Madumere was allegedly 
in contact with some notable 
politicians in Imo including 
those in PDP, counting on their 
suppor t  to  w in  the  APC 
primaries.

For these his  a l leged 
disloyal activities, Madumere 
had it rough in the hands of  
some aids loyal to Okorocha, as 
they accused him of  ingratitude 
and also slammed him for trying 
to rock the Uche Nwosu boat.

T h e  M b i e r i - b o r n 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  b i t t e r l y 
complained of  being denied 
several entitlements by the 
O w e l l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
including salaries but these were 
denied by Okorocha's media 
aids.

He later headed to the 
Court to have his salaries and 
other entitlements paid to him 
and the case is still a major 

socio-economic factor in Imo 
State today, and the rest is now 
history.

Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, 
Abia Deputy Governor

Fast forward to 2022 in 
Abia State and meet Sir Ude 
Oko Chukwu, the 'most loyal 
Deputy Governor,' has now 
become a major news maker in 
Abia's political parlour.

Oko Chukwu's ambition to 
succeed his boss, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu has affected his 
smooth relationship with his 
boss, as every indication from 
his office at government house 
can attest to.

On April  1,  2022, he 
declared his guber ambition at a 
well-attended event at Abia 
Hotels, Umuahia.

During the declaration, he 
said he had the experience to 
rule the State.

The intimidating crowd 
which accompanied him to 
Abia Hotels ground made some 
political calculators to assume 
that he was enjoying the support 
of  his boss, Dr Okezie Ikpeazu.

This was deduced from his 
7-years smooth relationship 
with his Oga described by many 
p o l i t i c a l  w a t c h e r s  a s 
Father/Son relationship.

His declaration took place   
at the same time rumours were 
gaining ground that Governor 
Ikpeazu was supporting another 
aspirant, Prof  Uche Ikonne, 
former Vice Chancellor of  Abia 
State University, Uturu, who is 

now the PDP candidate in Abia.
But behold, Governor 

Ikpeazu came out to declare that 
had no preferred candidate in 
mind but  be l ieved in  the 
emergence of  the best candidate 
from pool of  aspirants in PDP.

The drumbeat was equally 
happening at a period Abia State 
PDP zoned the guber race in the 
party to Abia North and Abia 
Central Senatorial districts, 
t h e r e b y  e n d i n g  S e n a t o r 
Enyinnaya Abaribe's guber 
ambition as he hails from Abia 
South.

Abaribe is now in All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) as the Senatorial 
candidate, to face Governor 
Ikpeazu in the 2023 game.

But did Oko Chukwu 
inform his boss of  his ambition, 
and did Ikpeazu endorse him?

Oko Chukwu, through his 
Chief  Press Secretary, Mr Obasi 
Onwukah said his principal 
informed Governor Ikpeazu of  
his ambition during a private 
meeting he held with Ikpeazu.

According Oko Chukwu's 
CPS,  “To set  the records 
straight, the Deputy Governor , 
a man reputed for humility and 
loyalty, could not have made 
k n ow n  h i s  g ove r n o r s h i p 
a m b i t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e 
knowledge and approval of  his 
boss, the Governor of  Abia 
State."

“The Deputy, actually 
vis i ted his  boss and duly 
i n f o r m e d  h i m  a b o u t  h i s 
ambition to succeed him. 
However, details of  the private 
discussion may not have been 
made available for Governor's 
aids including Ememanka to 
feast on."

Deputy's CPS went on, " 
The Deputy even did not fail to 
further let his boss know of  the 
day of  his formal declaration at 
the State PDP secretariat in 
U m u a h i a . " ,  s a i d  O b a s i 
Onwukah.

The Chief  Press Secretary 
nevertheless, did not state the 
date of  the private meeting 
between Ikpeazu and Oko 
Chukwu or even the venue they 
stayed.

H o w e v e r,  G o v e r n o r 
Okezie Ikpeazu in making his 
first and only remark about his 
Deputy 's  guber ambit ion, 
lamented that Oko Chukwu 

threw respect to the wind by 
failing to inform him (Ikpeazu) 
about his governorship interest 
before joining the race.

Ikpeazu, who expressed 
surprise and disappointment 
about the issue, said his ability to 
forgive those who offended him, 
had made him to continue 
working with his Deputy.

He revealed that Sir Oko 
Chukwu only informed him of  
his ambition, after he had gone 
round to tell others, pointing out 
that if  not for his clear mind on 
people, he would have applied 
the same measure taken by 
some Governors who found 
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  s a m e 
situation.

“My Deputy didn't tell me 
he wanted to replace me. He did 
not consult me; he had gone 
everywhere before they advised 
him to talk to his Governor. 
When he finally came, I told 
him he came a bit late. "

“Mind you, I am the only 
Governor in Abia State that has 
ran almost 8 years with his 
Deputy."

Ikpeazu went on, “He 
became very ambitious and 
refused to consult me. I don't 
have any place in my heart to 
harbour bitterness; otherwise, I 
would have done what I should 
do. Everybody knows what a 
person in my position can do to 
a recalcitrant Deputy but I don't 
think that is the way to go", 
Ikpeazu told Dickson Iroegbu in 
the interview.

Nevertheless, Sir Oko 
Chukwu, the  Knight of  the  
Catholic Church who hails from 
Etitiama Nkporo, Ohafia LGA 
continued his guber game and 
was among the aspirants who 
opposed the  3-man ad-hoc 
delegate congress of   PDP, prior 
to party primaries in Abia.

But a day to the guber 
primary held at Umuahia 
t o w n s h i p  s t a d i u m ,  O k o 
Chukwu was among the PDP 
guber aspirants who withdrew 
from the exercise, citing alleged 
irregularities and imposition of  
a preferred candidate.

Othe r  a sp i ran t s  who 
w i t h d r e w  w e r e  S e n a t o r 
Enyinnaya Abaribe,  Engr 
Enyinnaya Nana Nwafor, 
Chima Anyaso, Samson Orji, 
Ncheta Omerekpe.

...Deputy Ude Oko Chukwu hosts APC guber candidate in his hometown

...Official activities in his office severed

...D-Gov still in PDP, remains loyal to Ikpeazu – Associates
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia
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Prof  Greg Ibe, another major 
aspirant about two months 
earlier, quit PDP and joined All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and later won the 
party's guber ticket.

Only  th ree  a sp i ran t s 
namely Prof  Uche Ikonne, 
Mayor Lucky Igbokwe (Don 
Lulu) and  Mrs Ezenwanyi 
Ngozi Jonah participated in the 
Abia PDP guber primary with 
Prof  Uche Ikonne emerging 
victorious with 468 votes, 
Mayor Lucky Igbokwe getting 
45 votes while Mrs Jonah for 
only 5 votes .

The end of  the primary did 
not bring an end to Sir Ude  Oko 
Chukwu's political interest as he 
silently salivated the hope of  
ruling Abia State, despite all 
odds, or at least, playing a major 
role in who becomes the new 
State supremo.

B u t  t o  r e a l i s e  t h i s 
ambitions, he must operate from 
a platform which may mean him 
leaving his party, PDP.

However, that would have 
been a big gamble as quitting 
PDP may also mean quitting as 
the Deputy Governor and for 
this reasons, he decided to stay 
on, according to a PDP insider.

Before the storm, his 
kinsman, David Iro who is the 
Secretary of  Abia PDP was 
s u s p e n d e d  b y  P D P  f o r 
disowning the conduct of  3-man 
ad-hoc delegate congress in 
Abia, a situation interpreted by 
some party members as a 

reduction of  Oko Chukwu's 
wings and this position was 
concurred by some Abia North 
gladiators.

However, in announcing 
Iro's   suspension, the Deputy 
Chairman of  PDP for Abia 
North, Chief  Amah Abraham 
said the suspended David Iro 
overstepped his bounds and 
embarrassed the party through a 
media interview he granted, 
where he (Iro) disowned the 3-
man ad-hoc delegate exercise.

The  suspended par ty 
secretary is yet to say more on 
the issue, but inside source from 
Abia North assured that Iro 
would still regain his position as 
the party scribe, later.

Meanwhile, the Deputy 
Governor has not been much 
regularly in office as usual, a 
recent visit to his office inside 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e 
confirmed that he  rarely comes 
to office personally, though,  the 
office of  the Deputy Governor 
still functions, but not on the 
same scale before the guber 
primary.

Also, the frequency of  his 
representing Governor Ikpeazu 
a t  e v e n t s  h a s  d r o p p e d 
drastically, as other senior 
gover nment off ic ials  now 
perform these functions on 
behalf  of  the Governor.

For  in s tance,  dur ing 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu's 
vacation in faraway Turkey with 
his  f r iend and col league, 
Governor Nyesom Wike of  

Rivers State, the Nkporo-born 
chartered accountant was not 
around to act in Ikpeazu's 
absence.

Also, the recent trip of  of  
Ikpeazu to the United Kingdom 
to celebrate with Governor 
Wike on Wife's son graduation 
from a higher institution, Sir 
Oko Chukwu was also not seen 
to take charge of  the State.

His conspicuous absence 
has continued to amplify the 
fears in some quarters that his 
relationship with his boss has 
broken down, though; the two 
sides have not issued any 
statement to that effect.

Oko Chukwu, who has 
spent 19 years + 2 months in 
governance, was the Speaker of  
Abia State House of  Assembly 
from 2011 to 2015, before being 
elected as Deputy Governor in 
2015.

He was first elected as a 
House of  Assembly member in 
2003, winning all re-election 
battles into the legislative 
chambers in 2003, 2007, 2011 
until 2015 when he became a 
running mate to Ikpeazu in 
guber race.

Initially, Oko Chukwu was 
said to be counting on the 
demand for power shift to Abia 
North, his own political zone 
u n t i l  t h e  d u a l  z o n i n g 
arrangements of  PDP and the 3-
m a n  d e l e g a t e s  b r o u h a h a 
disrupted his earlier calculations 
and enhanced Prof  Ikonne's 
chances.

In June, some posters 
without a political party name 
and logo, bearing the image of  
Sir Oko Chukwu, were pasted 
all over Umuahia, though 
without any statement coming 
from the Deputy affirming or 
disowning the posters.

The picture was boldly 
captioned “Ude is Coming", 
suggesting that the chartered 
accountant may still contest for 
Governor in 2023 in another 
party or at least, play a big role 
on who wins.

A fresh dust was raised on 
Sunday, 10th July when the soft 
spoken Deputy Governor pulled 
a surprise to receive High Chief  
Ikechi Emenike in his country 
home at Etitiama Nkporo.

E m e n i k e  i s  t h e 
governorship candidate of  All 
Progressive Congress (APC) in 
Abia State and is also the 
h u s b a n d  t o  N i g e r i a ' s 
ambassador to the United States 
of  America (USA) Dr Uzoma 
Emenike.

During Emenike's visit, Sir 
Oko Chukwu described the 

APC guber candidate, Emenike 
as a virtuous and honest leader.

According to the Deputy 
Governor, “No man or woman 
is bigger than where he or she 
comes from. We will do all we 
can to raise the bar. Anybody 
who is in that direction has my 
support."

 “You can't take it away 
that from him that he is a 
forthright and honest person 
and this is what I want in this 
business. He has the virtues we 
need in a leader to move the 
State forward."

H e  s o u n d e d  f u r t h e r, 
“Happily, I have seen that he is 
prepared and has what we need 
to move the State forward."

R e s p o n d i n g  t o  O k o 
Chukwu's encomiums, APC 
guber candidate, Emenike 
promised to capture the Deputy 
Gover nor 's  community i f  
elected the Governor in 2023.

“We are consulting people 
like you. Nkporo will not regret 
this visit. I assure you that if  we 
win, the country will not regret 
it. My vision is to rescue and 
develop the State."

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
development, a PDP chieftain 
from Ikwuano LGA, Chief  
Anselm Tobias cautioned the 
Deputy Governor of  playing 
into temptations and political 
miscalculations as according to 
Chief  Tobias, "What he did is 
pure anti-party activities."

Interestingly, Abia State 
government and the PDP did 
not respond to the visit or 
Deputy Governor's accolades 
on Emenike but is understood 
P D P  i s  w a t c h i n g  t h e 
d eve l o p m e n t s  w i t h  k e e n 
interest.

Ude Oko Chukwu comes 
from  Nkporo, one of  the three 
clans  that make up Ohafia LGA 
and Ohafia LGA as a whole is 
o n e  o f  t h e  L G A s  t h a t 
determines who rules the State, 
judging by Ohafia's dense 
population,

Ohafia clan accounts for 
about 65% of  total population 
of  Ohafia LGA while Abriba 
a n d  N k p o r o  s h a r e d  t h e 
remaining 35%

Recal l  that  PDP los t 
Ohafia in 2015 to APGA and 
Alex Otti but regained it in 2019. 
O h a f i a  n a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 1 
unfortunately lost her son, 
Chief  Ukpai Agwu Ukpai, a 
friend to Governor Ikpeazu who 
died a day after leading PDP 
and Hon Chimaobi Ebisike to 
defeat APC's Mascot Uzor Kalu 
and other political parties in a 
by-election for Aba North/ Aba 

South federal constituency.
B u t  G o v e r n o r , 

understanding how important 
and strategic Ohafia is, in Abia 
S t a t e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m , 
appointed another Ohafia 
indigene, Kalu Ugba as the 
Deputy Chief  of  Staff  office of  
the Governor among other 
appo in tment s  a s  we l l  a s 
projects.

In Abriba, the Governor 
has kept their son, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu, an ICT specialist as 
t h e  l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g 
Commissioner, working in 
Ministry of  Information for 
more  6 years before moving to 
M i n i s t r y  o f  T r a d e  a n d 
Investment, till date.

Ikpeazu also appointed 
C h i e f  M b a  O k o r o n k w o 
Ukariwo, another Abriba 
indigene as as the Chairman of  
Governing council of  Abia 
State University, Uturu, to 
replace Senator Adolphus 
Wabara whose tenure the State 
government said, had elapsed.

Some road projects have 
also been completed in Abriba 
to the delight of  the indigenes 
and this explains why neither 
the Governor nor PDP seem 
perturbed about Oko Chukwu's 
next moves.

In 2015, Eze Madumere 
did not succeed in his quest to 
succeed Okorocha but he 
c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  s t o p p i n g 
Okorocha's anointed son, Uche 
Nwosu and the rest is now 
history.

In  Abia ,  the  Deputy 
Governor has continued to 
p ledge his  loyal ty  to  his 
principal, but his   body 
language and accolades on 
APC candidate recently leaves a 
lot to imagination.

But Abia PDP in the 
efforts to reconcile all aggrieved 
members has been holding 
reconciliatory meetings in the 
party secretariat, aimed at 
calming every frayed nerve.

Among those who have 
accepted the olive branch is 
Mayor Lucky Igbokwe who 
c a m e  s e c o n d  d u r i n g  t h e 
primary polls. 

Igbokwe has accepted to 
work for the success of  the party 
but some close friends to Sir 
Ude Oko Chukwu are of  the 
opinion that the number two 
man has not been treated well  
for his 'long years of  loyalty to 
the State' but assured he won't 
dump the party for another 
platform.  Unfolding months 
would explain better where and 
how things will work out.
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T
he Minister of  Labour 
and Employment, Dr. 
Chris Ngige, has said 

that the Federal Govern-
ment has not reached a Col-
lective Bargaining Agree-
ment with the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU).
The minister’s comments 

were contained in a state-
ment by the Head of  Press 
and Public Relations in the 
Ministry, Olajide Oshund-
un, on Wednesday.
According to the minister, 

even when such an agree-
ment is produced between 
unions and the Federal Gov-
ernment, it is not the Presi-
dent that signs but “the gov-
ernment side” – Ministries 
Department and Agencies 
led by the direct employer 
with the conciliating minis-
try witnessing.
“This clarification has be-

come necessary in view of 
the deluge of  deliberate mis-
information being dished 
out to Nigerians by the Presi-
dent of  ASUU, Prof. Osode-
ke as well as his branch 
leaders, calling on President 
Buhari to sign an agreement 
which they claimed to have 
reached with the Federal 
Government,” the statement 
read.
“We wish therefore to in-

form Nigerians that there is 
no such Collective Bargain-
ing Agreement (CBA) that 
has been reached between 
the Federal Government, 
ASUU and other university 
unions on the renegotiation 
of  their salaries and allow-
ances (wages). What is in 
existence is a proposal. Even 
when such CBA is made, 
it is not the President who 
signs it. From available re-
cords, no Nigerian President 
or sovereign signs such.”
ASUU had on February 

14, embarked on industrial 
action, accusing the Feder-
al Government of  failing to 
meet its demands.

No collective bargaining agreement 
between FG, ASUU – Ngige

Some of  the demands in-
clude the release of  revitali-
sation funds for universities, 
renegotiation of  the ASUU-
FGN 2009 agreement, de-
ployment of  the University 
Transparency Accountabil-
ity System for the payment 
of  salaries and allowances 
of  lecturers, and the release 
of  the white paper report of 
the visitation panels to uni-
versities among others.
In denying the existence of 

collective bargaining agree-
ment, Ngige said, “The true 
position is that Nigerians are 
aware that ASUU has been 
on strike since February 14, 
2022, and locked in negoti-
ations on their demand, es-
pecially  of  their conditions 
of  service – wages, salaries, 
allowances and other public 
service matters,  that should 
be guided by relevant Fed-
eral Government Ministries 
and agencies – Ministry of 
Finance, Ministry of  Edu-
cation, Ministry of  Labour 
and Employment,  Budget 
office of  the Federation, 
National Salaries Income 
and Wages Commission, 
Office of  Head of  Service 
of  the Federation, through 
the newly set up Prof. Nimi 
Briggs Committee.”
It could be recalled that the 

Catholic Bishop of  Sokoto 
Diocese, Mathew Kukah, 
had on Wednesday said, it is 
unacceptable that Nigerian 
Universities are still closed 
after so many months.
Bishop Kukah who stated 

that at the signing of  a peace 
accord ahead of  the Osun 
State gubernatorial election, 
asserted that the prolonged 
strike does not speak well of 
the democracy we profess to 
be practicing.
“This is unacceptable es-

pecially as these things are 
happening in a democracy,” 
Kukah insisted.
The cleric said it is quite 

sad that the strike has last-
ed this long particularly be-

Unknown gunmen attack INEC 
officials in Enugu on CVR duty
A

t least two persons 
have been hospital-
ized after gunmen 

attacked officials of  the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
in Igboeze North Local 
Government Area of  Enu-
gu State.

INEC Chairman, Infor-
mation, Voter Education 
Committee, Festus Okoye, 
confirmed the development 
in a statement on Thursday.

He said two voter regis-
tration machines were dam-

aged by the assailants dur-
ing the attack

The statement revealed 
that the officers were at-
tacked while on the Con-
tinuous Voter Registration 
(CVR) exercise at a Com-
munity Primary School 
Umuopu in Umuozzi Ward 
19 in Enugu State.

He said, “The gunmen 
fired sporadically into the 
air to disperse registrants 
and registration officials. 
In the ensuing stampede, 
one of  our staff  sustained 

Anambra State Director of NPC, Dr Joachim Ulasi, Federal Commissioner representing Anambra State at the Commission,
Mr. Chidi Ezeoke and the State Cordinator, Trial Census Mr Folami Muka during the media parley in Awka, on Tuesday

injuries and is receiving 
treatment in a hospital,” the 
statement read.

“Two voter registration 
machines and personal 
items of  the staff  such as 
mobile phones were lost.

“Consequently, Ward 
level registration of  voters 
in Igboeze North is hereby 
suspended”.

According to Okoye, the 
Commission has reported 
the incident to police au-
thorities in Enugu State to 
commence an investigation.

Three residents injured by bullets,
as robbers strike in Umuahia
Dan Manuagwu,
Umuahia

T
hree persons were 
injured by stray bul-
lets during a gun duel 

between a group of  armed 
robbers and security men on 
Wednesday in Umuahia, Abia 
State.

The robbery took place at 
Hoeffers/ Factory road junc-
tion along busy bank road at 
about 12:30 pm, which is also 
about four plots away from 
Abia State government house 
gate in Umuahia.

During the robbery incident, 
three persons, including a fruit 
seller and a female pedestrian 
were  hit by stray bullets com-
ing from the exchange of  fire 
between the robbers and secu-
rity men.

It was gathered that the 
robbers who came with a car, 
tried to rob a man who just 
withdrew a huge amount of 
money from one of  the banks 
but the victim noticed being 
trailed and  raised alarm which 
attracted the attention of  secu-
rity men  around the road who 

swiftly arrived the scene.
Unknown gunmen attack 

INEC officials in Enugu on 
CVR duty

At least two persons have 
been hospitalized after gun-
men attacked officials of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) in 
Igboeze North Local Govern-
ment Area of  Enugu State.

INEC Chairman, Informa-
tion, Voter Education Com-
mittee, Festus Okoye, con-
firmed the development in a 
statement on Thursday.

He said two voter registra-
tion machines were damaged 
by the assailants during the 
attack. The statement revealed 
that the officers were attacked 
while on the Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR) exercise at 
a Community Primary School 
Umuopu in Umuozzi Ward 
19 in Enugu State.

He said, “The gunmen fired 
sporadically into the air to dis-
perse registrants and registra-
tion officials. In the ensuing 
stampede, one of  our staff  sus-
tained injuries and is receiving 
treatment in a hospital,” the 

statement read.
“Two voter registration 

machines and personal items 
of  the staff  such as mobile 
phones were lost.

“Consequently, Ward 
level registration of  voters 
in Igboeze North is hereby 
suspended”. According to 
Okoye, the Commission has 
reported the incident to police 
authorities in Enugu State to 
commence an investigation.

cause democracy has always 
given the people a platform 
for negotiation, consensus 
and several other means for 
solving such issues as exist 
between the government 
and the authorities of  the 
various universities.
He said Nigeria must come 

to understand that without 
the universities giving op-
portunities for academic en-
ergy, analysis, and theoriz-
ing; it is impossible for the 
nation’s democracy to grow.
The bishop asserted that 

the most important thing 
for political actors at this 
moment, is to take their re-
sponsibilities sufficiently se-
rious. According to him, all 
Nigerians must at this time 
try to make the nation’s de-
mocracy work.
Bishop Kukah said it is sad 

that increasingly the coun-
try is witnessing a transition 
from democratic rule to plu-
tocracy.
In his view, “the share 

amount of  money that is 
being spent not just in cam-

paigns but in just picking a 
piece of  paper to declare in-
tension to participate, is not 
acceptable”.
“Majority of  our people 

remain hungry and sick and 
we cannot be flaunting this 
wealth in a democracy, be-
cause if  that is the system we 
wanted, we will call it a plu-
tocracy in which case only 
rich men and women can 
participate in the process,” 
the cleric admonished.
He encouraged the politi-

cal actors to act on the need 
to expand the frontiers of 
freedom to participate in 
the processes concerning the 
country.
Bishop Kukah called on 

Nigerians to come out and 
vote when the elections get 
underway, stressing that the 
urgency of  fixing the nation 
is tied to the process of  gov-
ernance adopted in the con-
stitution.
The bishop was of  the 

opinion that whereas the In-

dependent National Elector-
al Commission (INEC) can 
provide a level playing field, 
it is the conduct and behav-
iour the political players that 
determines how the game is 
going to be played.
On that premise, Kukah 

appealed to members of  the 
political class to make it pos-
sible for citizens to love and 
trust them and to show that 
by choosing democracy, the 
people have chosen to live.

CHANGE OF NAME
 
I, formerly called, known
and addressed as
Miss Iwuoha Ngozi Stella, 
now wish to be called,
known and addressed as 
Mrs. Ngozi Stella Igbokwe. 

All documents bearing my
former name remain valid. 

The general public should
please take note.
 
Signed
Mrs. Ngozi Stella Igbokwe
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Uzodimma inaugurates joint Board with IT 
company for improved digital economy in Imo 

Imo Exco gives approval for construction 
of more federal roads

By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Execu-
tive Council has giv-
en approval for the 

construction of  two ad-
ditional federal govern-
ment roads in the state; 
Owerri-Mbaise-Umuahia 
and Orlu-Mgbee-Akokwa 
Roads.

This was part of  the 
resolution of  the state 
weekly Executive Council 
Meeting, Wednesday as 
communicated to govern-
ment house correspond-
ents by the Commissioner 
for Information, Declan 
Emelumba, who also in-
formed newsmen that date 
for the visit of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari to the 
state has been shifted from 
July to a yet to be finalized 
date in August.

On the commencement 
of  the two federal roads 
he said; “By the time these 

two roads are completed, 
you will agree with me that 
this government could have 
done what Napoleon could 
not do, because it will mean 
that all the major economic 
arteries, in terms of  roads 
in the state would been 
touched”.

0n the postponement 
of  the president’s visit, he 
said recent heavy rains has 
slowed down pace of  road 
constructions in the state, 
hence the roads billed to be 
commissioned by the pres-
ident during his visit have 
not been fully completed.

Another resolution of 
the Council according to 
Emelumba was the approv-
al for the closure of  the ab-
attoir along Egbu Road, be-
cause of  its poor hygienic/
sanitary condition. He add-
ed that the closure will be 
effected when the construc-
tion of  a new one at Naze 
has commenced.

The information Com-
missioner disclosed that 
council noted with delight 
that the federal government 
has promised to refund Imo 
State Government the mon-
ey it spent in constructing; 
Owerri-Orlu and Ower-
ri-Okigwe Federal Roads.

He said council approved 
supplementary budget pro-
posal of  N65.7b  which will 
now be forwarded to the 
state House of  Assembly 
for approval, even as a well 
known international dun-
lop company will be  com-
ing to open up discussion 
with the state government, 
with a view to setting up 
their company and to plant 
new rubber plantation in 
the state.

Also according to the in-
formation Commissioner, 
council approved that gov-
ernment should put modal-
ities in place to improve the 
sanitary condition of  the 
state. He said this will be 
achieved by bringing back 
sanitary inspectors who 

will enforce sanitary rules 
in both domestic and com-
mercial houses

Adding his voice, the 
Commissioner for Works, 
Ralph Nwosu disclosed 
that contractors for the 
construction of  rural roads 
across the 27 Local Gov-
ernment Areas of  the state 
have all been mobilized and 
moved to site.

He said the govern-
ment has procured two 
kilometres, out of  the five 
planned for each of  the 
LGAs, adding that though 
the rains are here with us, 
the things that could be 
done during the rainy sea-
son, like concrete works are 
being done. 

Nwosu said the balloon 
technology drainage from 
Works Layout to Amakao-
hia has reached up to 800 
metres and will soon get up 
to Orlu Road, though he ac-
knowledged that the rains 
was disturbing the work, re-
sulting to its slow pace.

By Jennifer John 

T
he joint Board of  Di-
rectors of  a techno-
logical advancement 

company, Heartland Fiber 
Optics Limited under a Pub-
lic Private Partnership (PPP) 
with Imo State Government 
has been inaugurated by 
Imo State Governor, Sena-
tor Hope Uzodimma. 
 Inaugurating the Board 

of  Directors, Governor 
Uzodimma said the eco-
nomic prosperity agenda 
of  his government requires 
that the cost of  doing busi-
ness must be reduced to the 
barest minimum, with im-
provement of  ease of  doing 
business. 
“This is one of  the reasons 

we are encouraged to go 
into Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) with this group 
of  investors to provide this 
telecommunication infra-
structure.
“Not only that it will im-

prove process of  businesses 
in Imo State, it will help in 
our fight against crimes and 
improve our digital econo-
my”. 

 The governor hoped and 
prayed that the company 
will succeed, as according to 
him, the investment will also 
add to the states Foreign Di-
rect Investment. Fielding 
questions from newsmen, 
the Chairman, Heartland 
Fiber Optics Limited, Rask-
ie Bennigie said the compa-
ny is a consortium of  Sum-
mit Innovative and Synergy 
Limited, Housestan Havens 
Limited and Imo State Gov-
ernment. 
 “We are deploying a 3000 

kilometres fiber optics infra-
structure throughout Imo 
State.
 Imo State will be the sec-

ond state in the country that 
will have this technology af-
ter Lagos State”. 
 He said the choice of  Imo 

State was informed by the 
technological friendliness 
of  the state, as according 
him since the company 
started consultation and 
discussion with Imo State 
Government, the officials of 
the state have always been 
very receptive. Adding his 
voice, the Operations and 
Technical Director of  the 

Gov. Uzodimma, Prof. Njoku, chairman Heartland and Fibre optics Ltd and other board members after the inauguration on 
Wednesday.

Ivo LGA chairmanship 
aspirant vows to return peace 
in crises-ridden communities
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
head of  Ebonyi State 
Local Government 
Elections bill for 

July 30th, 2022, the Chair-
manship Aspirant for Ivo 
Council position on the plat-
form of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Chief  Em-
manuel Ajah , has vowed to 
tackle insecurity and return 
peace in the Ivo communi-
ties ridden with crisis and de-
struction of  properties.

Ajah who stated this at the 
APC state Secretariat located 
along Onwe road Abakaliki, 
shortly after submitting his 
nomination form to the lead-
ership of  the Party, APC, 
said there will be no more cri-
sis or breach of  security in all 
communities of  IVO LGAs, 
if  elected as the executive 
chairman.

He reiterated his prepared-
ness to reconcile all aggrieved 
parties involved in the Town 
Union leadership and polit-
ical crisis in the area espe-
cially those who lost in the 
just concluded APC primary 
elections that took place in 
the political wards of  the par-
ty in the local government. 

The Chairmanship aspir-

ant, who commended Gov-
ernor Umahi for his devel-
opmental strides in the state 
boosted that APC will win 
all the political positions in 
the forthcoming 2023 gener-
al election in the state.

According to him, “come 
2023, APC is going to win 
all the positions and I’m 
prepared to win IVO LGAs 
for APC. I will return peace 
and order in IVO LGAs and 
I will tackle insecurity.”  Also 
speaking, a stakeholders 
of  the Ivo LGA and State 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion and State Orientation, 
Barrister Uchenna Orji, who 
accompanied Mr Ajah to the 
party secretariat,assured that 
the stakeholders of  the coun-
cil would rally round Ajah 
to  ensure peace and deliver 
good leadership to the peo-
ple. 

“We shall mobilize to 
ensure he is elected in the 
upcoming council election; 
and ensure he delivers good 
governance to our people”, 
he said. Orji further called 
on the people of  Ivo LGA 
to continue to support the 
administration of  Governor 
Umahi and ensure victory 
for the APC in the general 
elections.

... Major cities in imo state to get high speed internet infrastructure
company, Mr Chris Eguai-
bor spoke on what the state 
stands to benefit from the 
project. 
  He said, “Anywhere there 

is 10 percent increase in 
broadband penetration, you 
have a commensurate 1.5 
percent increase in GDP 
and some other fallout 
benefits, such as; electronic 
traffic management system, 
internally generated revenue 
from startups.” 
 We are not bringing the ac-

tive fiber itself. What we are 
doing is the duct or conduit. 
The same way you have un-
derground piping.
 The fiber optics will go 

through this piping to 
homes, offices, schools, hos-
pitals, government premises 
and other areas of  interest.
 He said their investment 

will bring an unrivaled tech-
nological advancement to 
the state, pointing out that 
in 2021 alone, $1.37b came 
into Nigeria through For-

eign Direct Investment and 
95 percent of  the money 
went to Lagos State alone 
because Lagos is already 
technologically advanced.
 “They have done three 

thousand of  the six thou-
sand kilometres of  their 
own unified underground 
fiberoptic ducting. So what 
will happen is that Telecom 
companies will come and 
lease these docs that are laid 
underground at our cost. 
 “The beauty is that for the 

entire period of  concession, 
the state is going to make a 
percentage of  the lease cost 

for the entire duration of 
the project. The benefits are 
enormous. 
 You can have things like 

electronic medicine, voice 
video data at home, it 
doesn’t matter the number 
of  people in your home, 
you will have unlimited 
internet services”. 
He said fiber optics is the 

most reliable for Telecom 
companies, as it reduces 
some of  their operating 
expenses because they will 
change from microwave 
to fiber optics which is all 
about light connectivity.

... President Buhari’s visit shifted 



hese are 10 of  the Tmost fashionable 
Big Brother Naija 

female alumni. Here are 
10 of  the most fashionable 
women who have been on 
the Big Brother Naija 
house show, note that it is 
in ascending order.

We went through the 
list of  all the babes who 
have graced the show and 

those who are killing it 
with their style made our 
top 10 list. 

1. Cee C 
Cynthia of  the double 

wahala season taught 
these new babes what it 
means to be a slay queen 
a n d  s t i l l  s l a y s  s o 
effortlessly well. Cee-C's 
choices, in terms of  her 
hair, makeup and clothes 

always make sense. 
2. Tacha 
T a c h a  i s  v e r y 

experimental with her 
fashion and style and that 
is one of  my favourite 
things about her. She 
m a k e s  b o l d  f a s h i o n 
choices and looks good all 
the time. 

3. Mercy 
Mercy ties in closely 

with Tacha. She is the 
queen of  lifestyle because 
of  her love for luxury 
brands, she also makes 
good excellent fashion 
choices even though some 
of  her pictures are too 
explicit. 

4. Esther Biade 
Esther Biade is one of  

those unrated fashion 
queens. I believe she is 
what most people will call 
a baddie. 

5. Nengi 
Of course, this list will 

be incomplete without our 
favourite biracial queen, 

Nengi, who is gorgeous in 
every picture. 

6. Wathoni 
Wathoni needs to take 

us to fashion school. Her 
style is so fabulous, she has 
never had a bad fashion 
d ay.  P l u s ,  h e r  s h o e 
collection is to-die-for. 

7. Diane 
Diane Russet 
Very beautiful girl 

next door aura, Diane is a 
gorgeous queen whose 
style we can't fault. She 
slays all the time. 

Former housemate of  
the reality TV show, Big 

B r o t h e r  N a i j a 
[Instagram/DianeRussett

8. Kim Oprah 
Kim gets  massive 

p o i n t s  f o r  b e i n g  s o 
beautiful and her fashion 
and style are right up 
there. 

9. Saskay 
Saskay has a fashion 

model body and face, 
everything looks good on 
her. 

10. Liquorose 
Liquorose switches 

from tomboy to girlie girl, 
interesting to watch. 
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ex sometimes gets 

Smonotonous after you 
have been doing it 

repeatedly with the same 
person for a bit. 

And the effect of  this 
predictability on that aspect 
of  your relationship is that 
the spark fizzles out. 

ere is a timeline of  Hyour libido through 
the years.

From the moment you 
start to engage in sexual 
activity till you grow older 
your sex drive fluctuates. 
Gender and age plays a role in 
your  f luc tuat ing  sexual 
appetites. Here is how it goes; 

Men in their 20s 
For men in their 20s, their 

sex drive is at an all time high 
b e c a u s e  o f  e x c e s s 
testosterone. 

It is at the highest it will 
ever be but lack of  experience, 
anxiety about their body and 
relationship with the opposite 
s ex  m i g h t  h a m p e r  t h i s 
unbridled sex drive and lead to 
condi t ions  l ike  e rec t i l e 
dysfunction. 

Women in 20s 
Women in their 20s are 

pickier about who they have 
sex with even though they are 
at their most fertile stage. 

Men in their 30s and 40s 
A  m a n ' s  s e x  d r i v e 

decreases by 1% every year 
until he is 35 years when it 
takes a deeper nosedive, the 
responsibilities of  work, 
children and life might cause 
sexual urges to steep. 

Women in their 30s and 
40s 

Now at the prime of  their 
child-rearing stage, women in 
t h e i r  3 0 s  a r e  m o r e 
experienced and assertive 
about what they want from 
sex. 

However,  pregnancy, 
taking care of  children and the 
responsibilities of  being a wife 
and mother might prevent 
them from exploring that 
stage. 

Men in their 50s and over 

o t h e r h o o d  i s  a Mb e a u t i f u l  t h i n g 
w h i c h  i s 

accompanied with lots of  
u n e x p e c t e d  c h a l l e n g e s . 
Expectant mothers need the 
care, love, and assistance of  
their parents throughout their 
nine months period.

Here are some things 
every husband can do to 
pamper his wife. 

Grocery shopping every 
weekend

I f  you don ' t  have  a 
washing machine. Sitting or 
bending down for hours to 
wash is not ideal at her stage. 

Give her some time to rest and 
take care of  laundry.

Massage her feet every 
evening.

A c c o m p a n y  t o  h e r 
antenatal appointments.

P a m p e r  h e r  e v e r y 
weekend by preparing her 
favorite meals or anything she 
craves for.

Find a hairdresser to fix 
her hair at home because going 
to the saloon is very stressful in 
her stage.

Pregnancy comes with 
mood swings. Have sex when 
she is in the mood and you 
must try positions that won't 
put her off.

Erections are not as 
frequent or firm though the 
sexual urges are still there, 
different health challenges 
might affect sexual prowess so 
to speak. 

Women in their 50s and 
over 

For women who are over 
50 years old, menopause 
causes  vaginal  dr yness, 
anxiety, and hot flashes and 
lead to a nosedive in sexual 
urges. 

here seems to be a Tc u l t u r e  o f  s ex u a l 
outspokenness in the 

male gender that makes it easy 
to conclude that men are more 
sex-crazed than women. In 
reality, however, things aren't 
as entirely white and black as 
that. 

There are women who 
want it like multiple times, 
many days in a week and we're 
not talking quickies here. 

So what happens when 
that woman is you, and your 
partner can't seem to keep up 
with your ravenous appetite 
for sex? How do you deal with 
a man whose libido is lower 
than yours? 

1. It's not about you 
One of  the worst things 

you could possibly do to 
yourself  is automatically 
think that this is your fault 
somehow. If  there's nothing to 
point to the contrary, then 
your default approach to the 
issue has to be that that is how 
the man is, and not your fault. 

It's not because you are 
unattractive or whack at sex or 

anything. Point is, don't rush 
to pin his low sex drive on 
yourself. 

2. A dip in his sex drive 
is not [always] because he's 
cheating 

If  your man is the type 
who could go at it for hours 
and multiple times a week and 
suddenly  can ' t  kee p  up 
anymore, don't be quick to 
conclude that he's been getting 
his fix from another dealer. 

Sometimes, loss of  libido 
is caused as a side effect of  
medication, sometimes its 
stress and other physical and 
psychological factors. 

3. Be supportive 
That's your man, and it 

really wouldn't hurt to be 
suppor t ive.  Nudge  h im 
towards the doctor's if  he's 
feeling nervous or anxious 
about going to see one. The 
fear of  the worst could be 
crippling but if  you care, help 
him get to the bottom of  what 
his problem is. 

4. Self pleasure is an 
option 

If  you don't mind being 

in the relationship for the long 
haul, you can still keep the 
man, your relationship… and 
a side supply of  orgasms to 
make up for the deficit, all 
without cheating on him. 

The simple answer is in 
sex toys and self-pleasure. If  
you're in doubt, see how 
highly recommended it comes 
from women. 

5. Be ruthless enough to 
dump him if need be 

Don't be surprised that 
many men can't actually deal 
with women who have a 
higher sex drive than them. 
They think they do, but in 
reality when they meet one 
they can't keep up with, they 
get in their feelings [ego] and 
may start acting strange. Best 
believe, this toxicity will leak 
in to  o ther  par t s  o f  the 
relationship. 

If  he's that kind of  guy, 
and if  sex means too much to 
you to be stuck with this kind 
of  man forever, you don't have 
to stick around. Accept that 
the incompatibility is not 
negligible and bounce. 

To begin a pattern of  
s t e a my  r o m a n c e  o r  t o 
rediscover the red hot sensual 
form you and your partner 
once had, the 5 tips below are 
just for you: 

1.  Br ing  back  tha t 
spontaneity 

One major way to get 
stuck in a sexual rut is by 

becoming a one-trick pony. 
You need switch things 

up!  And do i t  in such, 
exciting, unexpected ways 
that will be thrilling for your 
partner. 

If  it's mono-dimensional 
all the time that spark will 
likely stay dead for longer. 

2. Talk it up 

There's also something 
mind-blowing about sexy 
talk… the type that does not 
happen in the bedroom. 

Whisper it or text your 
partner and set the mood 
with a promise of  what you 
intend to do to him or her 
later. Being specific and as 
explicit as possible will be 
more effective. 

Do this occasionally as 
opposed to beginning the 
buildup only when you get 
into the bedroom. 

3. More morning sex 
Become a fan of  regular 

morning sex. It's a great way 
to start your day, anyway. 

According to one 2010 
study, having sex in the 

he bedroom is one of  Tthe few places in a 
relationship where 

playing games is encouraged. 
So take advantage of  it. If  you 
and your S.O. have been stuck 
in a rut , head to the bedroom 
for a round (or three!) of  truth 
or dare.

Remember: "Building 
intimacy with your partner 
should continue throughout 
the relationship," says Rachel 
Needle, PsyD and co-director 
of  Modern Sex Therapy 
Institutes. She encourages 
her clients to turn to games 
like truth or dare when they 
want to turn up the heat and 
reconnect. 

Since you're getting to 
know them more by asking 
prepared serious, deep, and 
exci t ing quest ions,  and 
experimenting with different 
types of  touching or kissing, 
Needle says a game of  truth 
or dare is bound to help you 
master both sexual and 
emotional intimacy. 

The key is asking the 
right questions (!!). Pro tip: 
Make sure to check in with 
your partner while playing to 
make sure they're feeling safe 
and comfortable answering 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o r  d o i n g 
whatever the dare requires. 

Not sure where to start? 
WH has got you covered. 
When asking for truths, 
N e e d l e  r e c o m m e n d s 
f o c u s i n g  o n  a s k i n g 
something that would spark 
vulnerability in your partner 
(think: "What are you most 
afraid of ?"). Then, use the 
dare to build excitement, 
make each other laugh, and 
try something new. These 
questions should challenge 
you both to be more open and 
genuine with one another 
(while getting a little hot and 
heated too!). Ahead, a list of  
50 truth or dare questions to 
get you started. 

Truths: 
What have you always 

wanted to try but never have? 
What  i s  your  mos t 

valued memory? 
What is one question 

you dont want me to ask you? 
Which item of  clothing 

do you think I look sexiest in? 
Where do you think our 

most romantic kiss took 
place? Tell me everything you 
remember about it. 

What are you most 
afraid of ? 

What is your biggest 
i n s e c u r i t y  a b o u t  o u r 
relationship? 

What were your exact 
thoughts when you asked me 
to be your girlfriend/when I 
said "I do?" 

What's your favorite 
thing for us to do together? 

What kind of  food turns 
you on? 

What are two of  your 
guilty pleasures? 

What 's  something I 
don't know about you? 

What did you think of  
our first date? 

What's a quality you 
wa n t  t o  c h a n g e  a b o u t 
yourself ? 

Do you like telling me 
what to do in bed, or do you 
prefer to be told what to do? 

What's your favorite 
kind of  foreplay? 

How have I changed 
since we got together? 

What do you love about 
me most? 

What's my weirdest 
habit? 

Are you where you 
thought youd be 10 years 
ago? 

When did you first know 
you were attracted to me? 

When was the last time 
you cried? 

What was our funniest 
sex mishap? 

W h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g 
you're looking forward to in 
our relationship? 

What's the best way to 
turn you on? 

Dares: 
Dance to one song for 

me. 
Te l l  m e  s o m e t h i n g 

you've never told anyone 

before. 
I m i t a t e  m e  d o i n g 

something you think is cute. 
Passionately kiss me. 
D e s c r i b e  t h e  m o s t 

exciting dream you've had 
about me. 

Play me a song youd like 
to have sex to. 

Give me a massage 
anywhere you'd like. 

Text me a dirty/sexy 
photo from a different room. 

Draw your version of  a 
perfect date night. 

P u t  y o u r  f a v o r i t e 
topping (peanut  butter, 
chocolate sauce, whipped 
cream, etc.) on your favorite 
parts of  my body. Then, lick it 
off. 

Show me a sex toy you 
want us to use. 

Do something to me 
right now that you've been 
fantasizing about. 

Describe your ideal role 
play scenario to me. 

Give me your best lap 
dance. 

Take off  my top using 
only one hand. 

Tell me what you loved 
most about the last time we 
had sex. 

Without touching me, 
do something you think will 
turn me on. 

Talk in your hottest 
accent. 

Take a shower with me 
and wash my body, making 
sure to hit all the good spots. 

Pretend I'm a stranger 
you met at a club. Now, try to 
pick me up and persuade me 
to come home with you. 

Find a way to give me 
goose bumps. But you can 
only use your fingers. 

Tell me what was going 
through your mind the first 
time we had sex. 

Eat a piece of  fruit in the 
sexiest way possible. 

Act out the move that I 
do during sex that you 
absolutely love. 

Spell out a message on 
my body with your tongue. 
Make it short and sensual. 

morning can make you feel 
upbeat for the rest of  the day. 
So, what's there to not love 
about it? 

4. Fun and games 
A little strip tease and 

other games to ramp up the 
anticipation won't hurt. 

"If  my husband and I are 
getting ready to go out but I'm 
in the mood for a little action 
later, then I make sure to get 
dressed last and spend the 
entire time getting ready 
wearing just a sexy bra and 
panties. 

He almost always wants 
to do something right away, 
but I usually shoo him off. 
That way when we get home 
later, we're both practically 

bursting with anticipation," 
writes an anonymous wife, 
who has been married for one 
year. 

5. Anywhere but the 
bedroom 

Take up the challenge 
where you have to stay away 
from the bedroom whenever 
you want to have sex. 

Doing it on the bed every 
time kind of  l imits the 
experience. 

Change scenery. The 
shower, the couch in the 
living room and the furniture 
in the dining area are all 
waiting to get some of  the 
action too. 

Make it happen. 
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epatitis is a general term Hu s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e 
inflammation of  the 

liver. Liver inflammation can be 
caused by several viruses (viral 
hepatitis), chemicals, drugs, 
alcohol, and certain genetic 
disorders or by an overactive 
immune system that mistakenly 
a t t a c k s  t h e  l i v e r ,  c a l l e d 
a u t o i m m u n e  h e p a t i t i s . 
Depending on its course, hepatitis 
can be acute, which flares up 
suddenly and then goes away, or 
chronic, which is a long-term 
condition usually producing more 
subtle symptoms and progressive 
liver damage. Hepatitis involves 
inflammation of  the liver cells and 
damage to the liver. There are 
different types and causes of  
hepatitis, but the symptoms can 
be similar.

The liver is essential for 
removing toxins from the blood, 
storing vitamins, and producing 
hormones. Hepatitis, however, 
can disrupt these processes.

Types of Hepatitis
There are five viruses that 

cause the different forms of  viral 
hepatitis: hepatitis A, B, C, D and 
E. Hepatitis A is mostly a food-
borne illness and can be spread 
through contaminated water and 
unwashed food. It is the easiest to 
transmit, especially in children, 
but is also the least likely to 
damage the liver and is usually 
mild and is completely resolved 
within six months. Hepatitis B 
can be transmitted through 
exposure to contaminated blood, 
needles, syringes or bodily fluids 
and from mother to baby. It is a 
chronic disorder and in some 
cases may lead to long-term liver 
damage, liver cancer and cirrhosis 
of  the liver after many years of  
carrying the virus. Hepatitis C is 
only transmitted through infected 
blood or from mother to newborn 
during childbirth. It too can lead 
to liver cancer and cirrhosis in the 
long term. Hepatitis D is only 
found in people who are also 
in fec ted  wi th  he pa t i t i s  B. 
Hepatitis E is predominantly 
found in Africa, Asia and South 
America. Certain generally safe 
medications can be toxic to the 
liver and cause hepatitis (drug-
induced hepatitis) when taken in 
excess or in very high doses. These 
include acetaminophen (Tylenol) 
and even vitamin A. Check with 
y o u r  p a e d i a t r i c i a n  a b o u t 
appropriate dosing for your child.

Symptoms
 Malaise
 Abdominal tenderness, 

especially in the upper right 
corner

 Fatigue
 Jaundice (yellowing of  

the skin and the white portion of  
the eyes)

 Dark-colored urine
 Lightly colored stools

such as liver cancer or cirrhosis, 
can affect around 15–25% of  
people with chronic hepatitis B. 
There is no cure, but treatment 
can help manage the condition.

The virus can transmit 
through:

 h av i n g  u n p r o t e c t e d 
sexual intercourse 

 sharing needles
 having a tattoo with 

unsterilized needles
 sustaining accidental 

s k i n  p r i c k s  w i t h  m e d i c a l 
equipment

 sharing personal items, 
such as a toothbrush or razor

 breastfeeding, if  the 
mother has the virus

The symptoms are similar to 
those of  other types of  hepatitis. 
They include abdominal pain and 
jaundice.

A safe and effective vaccine is 
available that can protect people 
from hepatitis B infection. The 
number of  cases has fallen 
dramatically in countries where 
the vaccine is available.

Treatment
There is no cure for hepatitis 

B, but supportive care can help 
manage symptoms. In cases of  
chronic illness, a doctor may 
prescribe antiviral medication, 
and they will monitor the liver 
regularly to check for damage 
over time.

A person should also avoid 
alcohol during treatment and 
recovery.

Hepatitis C is a blood-borne 
virus that usually transmits 
through sharing needles or other 
drug-related equipment. 

Other people who may be at 
risk include healthcare workers 
who handle sharps and children 
whose mothers have the virus.A 

person may have no symptoms, 
and around half  of  people living 
with the virus do not know they 
have it. They may transmit it to 
another person without realizing 
it.

Acute hepatitis
During the acute, or initial, 

phase of  a hepatitis infection, a 
p e r s o n  m i g h t  e x p e r i e n c e 
symptoms similar to those of  mild 
flu, including:

 fatigue
 pale stools
 a loss of  appetite and 

weight
 a fever
 muscle or joint aches
 nausea and vomiting
 abdominal pain
 jaundice, or a yellowing 

of  the eyes
 itchy skin
 malaise, or a general 

feeling of  being unwell
The acute phase is  not 

usually dangerous, but chronic 
in f ec t ion  and  seve re  l ive r 
complications can develop over 
time. These can take decades to 
appear. 

A person wi th  chronic 
h e p a t i t i s  m ay  e x p e r i e n c e 
progressive liver failure, which 
can  inc lude  the  fo l lowing 
symptoms: 

 jaundice
 swelling of  the lower 

extremities
 confusion
 blood in the feces or 

vomit
Some symptoms of jaundice 

include:
 dark urine
 hives
 itchy skin
 light colored feces
 yellow skin, whites of  the 

eyes, and tongue
Diagnosis
T h e  s y m p t o m s  o f  t h e 

different types of  hepatitis are 
similar, but laboratory tests can 
identify the specific type a person 
has.

A doctor will perform a 
physical examination and ask 
questions to find out about a 
person's possible exposure to 
hepatitis.

They may blood tests or 
nucleic acid tests. Blood tests can 
detect antibodies and assess liver 
function, while nucleic acid tests 
can — for hepatitis B and C — 
confirm the speed at which the 
virus is reproducing in the liver, 
which will show how active it is.

Prevention
Ways to prevent hepatitis 

transmission will depend on the 
type. 

For those at higher risk, 
experts recommend undergoing 
regular screening for hepatitis B 
and C. Also, doctors routinely 
screen for hepatitis B and C 
during pregnancy.

The sections below will 
discuss means of  prevention by 
type.

Hepatitis B and C
To minimize the risk of 

transmission:
 A person should talk 

openly with any sexual partners 
about any viruses they may have.

 Use a barrier method, 
such as a condom, during sex.

 Only use previously 
unused, clean needles.

 A v o i d  s h a r i n g 
t o o t h b r u s h e s,  r a z o r s,  a n d 
manicure instruments.

 Check that any tattoo or 
acupuncture equipment is sterile. 

People with a high risk of  
exposure to hepatitis B can ask 
their doctor about a vaccination, 
but there is no vaccination for 
hepatitis C. 

Anyone who believes that 
they may have any type of  
hepatitis should seek medical 
help, as a doctor can advise on 
how to  reduce  the  r i sk  of  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  av o i d 
transmitting the virus.

In people with HIV, there is a 
higher risk of  contracting a 
hepatitis B or C infection. The 
impact can also be more severe, as 
the body is less able to fight the 
infection. 

To  lower  the i r  r i sk  o f  
h e p a t i t i s  i n f e c t i o n  a n d 
complications, people with HIV 
should: 

 t ake  p recau t ions  to 
p r e v e n t  i n f e c t i o n  a n d 
transmission of  hepatitis 

 attend all health checks
 adhere to their treatment 

plan 
Immunization can prevent 

hepatitis A and B, but not C. 
Treatment  i s  ava i lab le  for 
hepatitis B and C, but not A.

 Abdominal pain 
 Nausea with or without 

vomiting
 Abdominal swelling due 

to fluid retention
Diagnosis
The following are required to 

diagnose hepatitis:
 Physical exam, which 

may or may not reveal a swollen, 
enlarged liver

 Blood tests to check liver 
enzymes that are elevated when 
the liver is damaged or infected, as 
well as blood tests to check for the 
presence of  any of  the five viruses 
causing hepatitis

 Ultrasound of  the liver to 
detect any changes

 Liver biopsy to confirm 
suspected inflammation when 
other tests are inconclusive and to 
determine the exact degree of  
liver damage

HEPATITIS A
Hepatitis A usually transmits 

through contaminated food or 
water. It is common in many 
countries, especially those that do 
not have effective sanitation 
systems.

Symptoms include:
 jaundice
 abdominal pain
 nausea
 low appetite
However, many people do 

not experience symptoms at all. 
Those who do usually make a full 
recovery within a few weeks to 
several months. After this, they 
have immunity to it. Children 
under 6 years do not usually show 
any symptoms. 

In rare cases, hepatitis A can 
be fatal. However, there are safe 
and effective vaccines that protect 
against this virus.

Hepatitis A mostly spreads 
through infected food and water.

Some ways of preventing 
infection include:

 w a s h i n g  t h e  h a n d s 
carefully after using the bathroom 
and before eating

 ensuring that food is fully 
cooked and appropriately stored

 drinking only bottled 
water when travelling

 avoiding or peeling fruits 
and vegetables that may have been 
washed or grown in contaminated 
water

A person may wish to ask 
their doctor about the hepatitis A 
vaccine, especially if  they are 
traveling to an area where the 
virus is prevalent. 

Treatment
There is no cure for hepatitis 

A, but treatment can help manage 
symptoms. Avoiding alcohol can 
help with recovery, but most 
p e o p l e  r e c o v e r  w i t h o u t 
intervention.

HEPATITIS B
Infection with hepatitis B is 

usually acute, or short-term, but it 
can become chronic — especially 
in children. 

Long-term complications, 

By Glory Ugochukwu

Killer Hepatitis: Types, symptoms and management



o people really 

Dchange for bad?

Dear Oma, can 

one really change for good 

or do I say do people really 

change from what you know 

them to be? Sorry if  it seems 

like I am asking a dumb 

question when everyone 

k n ow s  t h a t  c h a n ge  i s 

constant and human beings 

are no exemption to change. 

The thing is that I grew up in 

an abusive environment 

watching my father abusing 

my mother and I have 

always been against such 

union and will always fight 

against it. Not until now 

that I am faced with such 

situation, I feel like I am a 

big  disappointment  to 

myself  and my unborn 

child.

Actually, it all started 

when I relocated to Owerri 

sometimes last year to stay 

with my twin brother and I 

met this guy who was nice 

and all coozy which made 

me like his personality and 

the rest until it happened 

and here I am pregnant with 

bare ly  two  months  to 

delivery. 

Well, I felt I knew him 

too well to have let him have 

his way with me sexually, 

not until  now that his 

reactions are baffling, I got 

to find out he is into hard 

drugs (Ice) and this is really 

ruining everything because 

he doesn't act like one who 

is expecting a child at all, 

and when I talk to him about 

his lifestyle; he feels like I 

am insulting him and that is 

not what I really meant 

when I say how I feel. 

Recently, he would look me 

in the eye and rain insults 

upon me, this is really 

making me feel bad for him. 

He would even say, he 

knows that what is keeping 

m e  w i t h  h i m  i s  t h e 

pregnancy and after child 

birth I would leave because 

he doesn't have a job.

I know I still love him 

even though he has nothing 

and I am willing to stand by 

him, but he is not making 

any effort to change for 

good at least for the sake of  

the unborn child. I am truly 

confused now about my stay 

here  wi th  h im… from 

Amarachi.

Advice: Amara, it is 

true that change is constant 

and something must have 

made him the way he is 

presently, maybe because he 

was busy when you met him 

and he definitely wouldn't 

today is taking away my 
attention and at the same 
time she is pregnant with my 
child and it is affecting my 
family, my wife had asked 
me on several occasion if  I 
was seeing someone and I 
said no.

S o,  t e l l  m e,  O m a . 
What's WRONG with me? 
If  you decide to print my 
letter, perhaps I'll have an 
answer. From Kenneth

Advice:  I f  you are 
asking me what's wrong 
with you for staying in your 
marriage, my answer would 
be that you did it for three 
decades for the sake of  your 
children. I would add that 
since they are now all adults, 
it may be that you eventually 
adjusted to the lack of  
intimacy with your wife, so 
you substituted women who 
were available.

However, if  you are 
asking me why your wife 
shut you out of  her life 25 
years ago, the only person 
w h o  c a n  a n s we r  t h a t 
question is her. It may not be 
too late to ask.

My marriage is heart-

breaking

Dear Oma: I have been 

married for two decades to a 

man who is incapable of  

connecting with anyone. It 

didn't become apparent 

until after we were married. 

He is very good at surface 

relationships but cannot go 

deeper than that. Because of  

years you have been living 

what you describe as a 

“heartbreakingly lonely” 

existence. Why have you 

tolerated it? If  you do what 

you are considering and 

things don't work out, are 

you strong enough to go it 

alone in the future? Like any 

other investment, whether 

to pursue this depends upon 

your tolerance for risk. If  

you divorce, it should not be 

“for” anyone else, but only 

for yourself.

Found out about my 

wife sexual history

Dear Oma: My wife and 

I have been together since 

we were just out of  high 

school. We've been married 

for 18 years, and we have 

three glorious children. We 

have a great relationship, 

but I recently discovered she 

was extremely promiscuous 

in high school and found out 

she slept with many of  our 

friends, some of  whom are 

still in our social circle. I 

have always had a jealous 

n a t u r e ,  a n d  n o w  t h e 

jealousy is overwhelming 

m y  d a i l y  t h o u g h t s , 

especially when we see these 

other guys. Although the 

encounters happened before 

my time with her, I still feel 

cheated on and don't look at 

her the way I once did. I 

have not brought it up with 

her, because I know she will 

have time to associate with 

friends who are of  bad 

influence.

Secondly, his new found 

habit of  being an abusive 

husband or fiancé is because 

he feels incompetent of  

taking responsibilities for 

you and the unborn child 

and I would advise you take 

it easy and make him realize 

you still feel the same love 

for him, spend quality time 

with him and a change of  

environment would him 

think of  a better way out 

because having those friends 

around him would not help 

even if  he decides today to 

quit drugs.

My spouse shuts me out 
always

Dear Oma: My spouse 
“cancels” me, and I am no 
longer willing to accept 
feeling devalued. There has 
b e e n  a  s e r i o u s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
breakdown. Mid-sentence 
of  almost any topic of  
conversation I begin, he 
interrupts me with, “I know 
already,” “You take too 
long”  o r,  “ I 'm  busy.” 
A n o t h e r  r e s p o n s e  i s 
typically, “I've got work to 
do,” when, in fact, he is 
reading the newspaper.

How do I convince my 
spouse this is detrimental to 
our relat ionship,  or  is 
getting through to him even 
possible? -- Veronica

Dear Vero: What one 
does in a situation like this is 
tell the spouse the current 
situation is not tolerable, 
and suggest counselling to 
save your marriage. If  your 
spouse then refuses, you 
must decide whether to 
move on, because your 
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  y o u r 
relationship is correct.

I cheated on my wife

Dear Oma: I am a 68-
year-old man, married for 
45 years. I have cheated on 
my wife for most of  them. 
My wife shut me out of  her 
life 25 years ago when she 
moved from our bedroom to 
another bedroom in the 
house while I remained in 
the main bedroom, we never 
had our own kids because 
after much trying she didn't 
conceive, I feel it one of  the 
r eason  she  move  ou t . 
However, we adopted two 
babies 30 years ago, and I 
wanted to give them an 
education and a good start 
in life, which is what we did.

 I treat her well, I think. I 
h e l p  h e r  w i t h  t h e 
housework, keep our home 
in good condition inside and 
out, and she has her own car. 
Two years ago I was at the 
bar with my friends when I 
met this young girl whom 

this, he abused, isolated and 

ignored me. He didn' t 

realize he was causing harm 

since he didn't regard me  

and still doesn't regard me as 

a person with emotions.

A friend I've known for 

a  decade  recent ly  has 

confessed he's attracted to 

m e .  T h i s  m a n 

communicates with me 

without words. We connect 

easily and completely. We 

kissed one time, and for the 

first time I understood why 

people enjoy kissing and 

how it unites two people. 

With my husband, it's just a 

task to complete.

My husband has, for the 

most part, stopped abusing 

me. He has become a fairly 

decent man as long as I don't 

expect much from him. I 

can't decide if  I should stay 

as the invisible wife or take a 

chance  a t  be ing  seen, 

cherished and loved.

The new relationship 

cannot move forward unless 

I'm divorced; but there's no 

guarantee we would be 

married or would even want 

to be. We definitely love 

each other, but still have a lot 

to learn about one another. 

Should I stay where it's safe 

but heartbreakingly lonely, 

or take a chance that could 

either end well or very 

badly?

Advice: For the last 20 

get super defensive, and I 

know she will not go to 

counselling because of  the 

nature of  the topic. Any 

insight into getting over this 

would be appreciated, as I 

do love her and want to be 

with her.

Advice: Your wife is still 
looking at you with the 
same love in her eyes she 
always has, and if  she knew 
y o u  n o w  l o o k  a t  h e r 
differently because of  things 
she did 20 years ago, she 
would be heartbroken. So 
don't tell her. Though I 
generally champion the 
importance of  talking every 
p r o b l e m  o u t  w i t h  a 
r o m a n t i c  p a r t n e r , 
unfounded jealousy is the 
exception. If  you aired your 
feelings, they'd grow like 
fanned flames. You'd most 
likely make your wife feel 
d e f e n s i v e ,  a n d  h e r 
defensiveness would in turn 
make you feel less secure 
about the marriage. Deprive 
these f iery feel ings of  
o x y g e n  a n d  t h e y ' l l 
eventually die out.

I t ' s  a lso  not  wor th 
talking about it with her 
because this is about you, 
not your relationship. Do 
some digging and try to get 
t o  t h e  r o o t  o f  y o u r 
insecurity. Use positive self-
talk to encourage rational 
t h i n k i n g .  A n d  i f  t h e 
obsessive thoughts won't 
stop nagging you, consider 
therapy.

Letter to Oma
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At least 20 killed after Russia launches
rare attack on central Ukraine city
A

t least 20 people, includ-
ing a child, have been 
killed in a rare Russian 
strike on the central 

city of  Vinnytsia, Ukraine’s State 
Emergency Services have said.

Another 90 people were injured 
said officials.

National police chief  Ihor Kly-
menko said he believed three mis-
siles hit an office block in centre of  
the city damaging nearby residen-
tial buildings.

He added the firefighters were 
at the scene fighting a blaze which 
had set around 50 vehicles on fire.

“Today in the morning, Rus-
sian missiles hit our city of  Vin-
nytsia, an ordinary, peaceful city,” 
Ukraine’s president Volodymyr 
Zelensky told an international 
conference.

“Cruise missiles hit two com-
munity facilities, houses were de-
stroyed, a medical centre was de-
stroyed, the cars and trams were 
on fire. This is the act of  Russian 
terror... 20 people died as of  now.”

Mr Zelensky suggested the at-
tack was deliberately aimed at ci-
vilians. Footage reportedly taken 
by residents at the scene showed 
plumes of  smoke towering above 
the building which was hit as am-
bulances sound in the background. 
The governor of  the Vinnytsia re-
gion, Serhiy Borzov, said Ukraini-
an air defence systems shot down 
another four missiles over the area.

Vinnytsia had, until now, es-
caped the worst of  Russia’s bom-
bardment, and has become a hub 
for humanitarian aid as it lies on 
the crossroads of  the east and the 
west of  the country.

The city is located some 270 kilo-
metres (167 miles) south-west of 
the capital Kyiv.

The strike happened at the same 
time as government officials from 
about 40 countries met in The 

Destroyed vehicles are seen in Vinnytsia  

Foreign News  

Hague to discuss co-ordinating ef-
forts to investigate and prosecute 
potential war crimes in Ukraine.

Before the missiles hit Vinnytsia, 
the president’s office reported the 
deaths of  five civilians and the 
wounding of  another eight in Rus-
sian attacks over the past 24 hours.

One person was wounded when 
a missile damaged several buildings 
in the southern city of  Mykolaiv 
early on Thursday, Ukrainian au-
thorities said.

A missile attack on Wednesday 
killed at least five people in the 
city. Russian forces also continued 
artillery and missile attacks in east-
ern Ukraine, primarily in Donetsk 

Russia: Tens of thousands
flee ‘cold civil war’

R
ussians who disagree 
with Kremlin policy are 
fleeing the country. More 
than 100,000 are thought 

to have left since the start of  the war 
in Ukraine. Those who stay risk los-
ing their jobs – and their freedom.

This may be the last time in her 
professional life that Moscow math 
teacher Tatiana Chervenko cor-
rects homework before the summer 
vacation. She hopes she will still 
have a job to come back to at the 
start of  the new school year – but 
it’s by no means certain. Her open 
opposition to the war in Ukraine 
has alienated her from the school 
administration. “Slowly but surely, 
I’m being put under pressure,” she 
tells DW. “Even for apparently triv-
ial things.”

Chervenko points to where a pu-
pil has scribbled something in the 

margin of  an exercise book. Really 
quite harmless. “I didn’t notice it, of 
course, but still I was reprimanded 
by the principal. She said I hadn’t 
done my duty; I should have sum-
moned the pupil’s parents to the 
school to discuss it. Just because of 
this doodle!”

When Russia launched its war on 
Ukraine, hundreds of  Russians took 
to the streets. Tatiana Chervenko 
was one of  them. Even though it 
was a peaceful protest, she was ar-
rested, and fined the equivalent of 
about €300 (ca. $300). Afterward, 
the school principal invited her in 
for a face-to-face talk about her po-
litical views. “We know what you 
did. This is prohibited,” the princi-
pal told her.

“I asked: Why? It’s my free time, 
after all,” Chervenko reports. “She 
said: ‘Yes, but your pupils’ parents 

may have a problem with it.’” The 
teacher says the school administra-
tion has had it in for her ever since.

Tatiana Chervenko is not alone. 
All over Russia, state employees 
are being intimidated. They are told 
that anyone who is against the war 
is against the state – and must vol-
untarily resign. Recently, a threat 
directed at high school principals 
came from the Duma itself, the low-
er house of  the Russian parliament. 
Its chairman, Vyacheslav Volodin, 
declared: “This is about the security 
of  our state. About the future of  our 
country. So, tolerance notwithstand-
ing, the honorable principals should 
be aware of  their responsibilities. 
If  they aren’t, they should just go. 
Stand up and walk away.”

The Russian teachers’ associa-
tion fears that statements like these, 
coming from the very top, will be 

province after overtaking adjacent 
Luhansk.

The city of  Lysychansk, the last 
major stronghold of  Ukrainian 
resistance in Luhansk, fell to Rus-
sian forces at the beginning of  the 
month.

Luhansk and Donetsk togeth-
er make up the Donbas, a mostly 
Russian-speaking region of  steel 
factories, mines and other indus-
tries. Donetsk governor Pavlo Ky-
rylenko urged residents to evacuate 
as “quickly as possible”.

“We are urging civilians to leave 
the region, where electricity, water 
and gas are in short supply after the 
Russian shelling,” Mr Kyrylenko 

said in televised remarks.
“The fighting is intensifying, and 

people should stop risking their 
lives and leave the region.”

The British Ministry of  Defence 
(MoD) said on Thursday that de-
spite continued shelling in the Don-
bas region, Russian forces have not 
made major territorial gains in re-
cent days.

“The ageing vehicles, weapons 
and Soviet-era tactics used by Rus-
sian forces do not lend themselves 
to quickly regaining or building 
momentum unless used in over-
whelming mass - which Russia is 
currently unable to bring to bear,” 
the MoD said.

Russian missiles on Thursday 
hit two community facilities in the 
west of  Ukraine, killing 20 peo-
ple and wounding many more, 
Ukraine’s president Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy told an international 
conference aimed at prosecuting 
war crimes committed in Ukraine.

“Today in the morning, Russian 
missiles hit our city of  Vinnytsia, 
an ordinary, peaceful city. Cruise 
missiles hit two community facili-
ties, houses were destroyed, a med-
ical centre was destroyed, the cars 
and trams were on fire. This is the 
act of  Russian terror ... 20 people 
died as of  now,” Zelenskiy said. 

interpreted lower down the hierar-
chy as a call to action, and that crit-
ically-minded teachers will now be 
silenced. Speaking to DW, Svetlana 
Lozovskaya, a member of  the asso-
ciation from Ulan-Ude, comment-
ed: “This is disastrous for Russia. 
For the whole of  Russian society. 
We are now experiencing a kind of 
cold civil war in Russia.” Society, 
she said, is divided. Nonetheless, 
she hopes that there will still be peo-
ple who speak the truth who will 
stay, and who will carry on speaking 
it right to the end.

But there are fewer and fewer 
such people in Russia. It is estimat-
ed that more than 100,000 Russian 
professionals have already left their 
homeland, fearing persecution for 
their criticism of  the Kremlin. Jour-
nalists, researchers, IT specialists, 
artists, and actors are fleeing to 
Georgia, the Baltic states, Turkey, 
or Germany.

Konstantin Mikhailov, a well-
known young historian and theolo-
gian, has been living in Vienna for 
a few weeks now. In an interview 
with DW, he explained that, as a re-

searcher, he wanted to be allowed to 
speak freely about his work. “More 
and more things are being banned,” 
he said. “More and more, the state 
power is meddling with history, 
while at the same time its knowl-
edge of  it is very poor. This why I 
wanted to be at a safe distance when 
speaking even about innocuous 
things.”

Things that used to be innocuous 
are apparently no longer considered 
so by the Russian authorities. The 
focus of  Mikhailov’s research is the 
Russian Orthodox Church; his spe-
cialist field is gender issues and ho-
mosexuality. Research in this area is 
now risky, Mikhailov explains. He is 
currently working on a book about 
new religious movements in Rus-
sia, which more and more are being 
declared extremist. “Of  course, I 
am not a member of  any of  these 
movements – but I myself  could 
be declared an extremist because I 
am conducting research into them,” 
Mikhailov says. He concedes that 
there is still no official censorship in 
Russia, but adds that what exists is 
“state-organized self-censorship.”



iverpool manager, LJurgen  Klopp on 
Thursday laughed off  

past comments about his 
unwil l ingness to spend 
heavily on a single player, 
defending the club's big-
money signing of  Darwin 
Nunez from Benfica.

Speaking in Singapore 
ahead of  Friday's pre-season 
friendly against Crystal 
Palace, the Anfield boss was 

frica's fastest man 

AF e r d i n a n d 
Omanyala will be 

able to compete in the 
W o r l d  A t h l e t i c s 
Championships after being 
granted a last-minute visa to 
travel to the United States, 
his coach said Thursday. 

“Omanyala was called 
to the ministry of  sports this 
(Thursday) morning and 
was handed the visa to 
travel. He should be on the 
flight tonight to arrive in 
Oregon tomorrow (Friday) 
morning,” Coach Duncan 
Ayiemba told AFP. 

“He will have a few 
hours to rest before he 
competes in the 100m heats 
(Friday), and hopefully 
qualify for the semi-finals 
and the finals.” 

T h e  2 6 - y e a r - o l d 
Kenyan sprinter — the 
third-quickest man in the 
world this season — had 
given up hope of  competing 

after failing to receive the 
travel visa necessary to 
reach the fixture in Eugene, 
Oregon.

C h a m p i o n s h i p 
organisers Oregon22 and 
Wo r l d  A t h l e t i c s  o n 
Wednesday said they were 
following up on visa issues 
for some athletes, adding 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
had made international 
travel more challenging. 

Omanyala's time of  
9.85 seconds in May puts 
him behind only American 
duo,  Fred Ker ley  and 
Trayvon Bromell in times 
run this season. 

In September last year, 
he set a new African record 
of  9.77sec, making him the 
ninth-fastest man ever.

He told AFP in a recent 
interview he had set his 
sights on at least reaching 
the final of  the 100m in 
Oregon, targeting a time of  
9.6sec.

apol i  manager, 

NLuciano Spalletti 
has said Victor 

Osimhen is a “fantastic 
striker” who will get better 
with time.

Osimhen managed 10 
goals in 30 appearances 
across all competitions in 
his first season at the club.

L a s t  s e a s o n ,  t h e 
Nigerian international 
s c o r e d  1 8  g o a l s  a n d 
provided six assists in 32 
appearances across all 
c o m p e t i t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
Partenopei.

That 23-year-old also 
spent over two months on 
the sidelines after picking up 
an injury in a league match 
against Inter Milan.

Osimhen reported for 
pre-season training with the 
rest of  the Napoli squad in 

Dimaro on Wednesday.
Spalletti was delighted 

to welcome back his star 
striker and hopes he gets 
better ahead of  the new 
campaign.

“He is a fantastic player 
w h o  c a n  b e c o m e 
extraordinary because he 
has so many things to 
learn,” Spalletti said at a 
press conference in Dimaro.

“Having him available 
from the start and more 
time on the pitch, it will be 
easier to catch those things 
where he needs to improve.”

verton hold an interest Ein  Wolves  winger 
Adama Traore and 

the Molineux club will accept 
an offer of  £10m for the 
player, claims a report.

The 26-year-old spent 
the second half  on last season 
on loan at  his  old club 
Barcelona. But Traore could 
not repeat the form he showed 
for Wolves in 2019/10. And 
in fact he managed just four 
assists in 17 appearances for 
Barca.

Barcelona had agreed a 
loan move with a £29m 
purchase option this summer. 
But Xavi and Barcelona 
politely declined to take up 
that clause.

S p u r s  w e r e  a l s o 
interested in the winger and 
Sky Sports reported the 
London club had a £15m bid 
for Traore turned down in the 

winter. Traore was set on 
returning to the club where he 
started his career in 2013.

But now with his career 
at a crossroads, Wolves will 
accept just £10m for Traore, 
according to Football Insider. 
W i t h  j u s t  1 2  m o n t h s 
remaining on his contract at 
Molineux the midlands club 
do not want to lose him for 
free next summer.

Everton have registered 
their interest in the winger. 
Director of  football Kevin 
T h e lwe l l  m a d e  Tr a o r e 
Wolves' club-record signing in 
2018 and he is a big fan of  the 
former Middlesbrough man.

The fee should not cause 
Everton too many issues 
either. But Traore is said to be 
holding out for a move to a 
top-four club.

Ironically he could have 
had that had at Spurs had he 

not pursued a move “back 
home” to Barcelona.

Leeds were believed to 
be chasing Traore earlier in 
the summer. However, Victor 
O r t a  h a s  s i n c e  l a n d e d 
F e y e n o o r d  f l y e r  L u i s 
Sinisterra, who ate 23 seems a 
better prospect.

But the chances of  the 
likes of  Man City, Liverpool, 
Chelsea or Spurs coming in 
for Traore seem slim.

h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s TWomen ' s  na t iona l 
team (USWNT) has 

confirmed it will face the 
Nigerian women's national 
team in two friendly matches 
slated for September.

The US ladies will first 
trade tackles with the Super 
Falcons on September 3 at the 
Children's Mercy Park in 
Kansas City, Kansas.

Three days later (Sept. 6), 
both teams will face off  again 
a t  t h e  A u d i  F i e l d  i n 
Washington, D.C.

H e a d  c o a c h  o f  t h e 
USWNT, Vlatko Andonovski, 
confirmed the games, saying: 
“First, I'm just excited to play 
two matches against Nigeria. 
They have some very talented 
players who will present a lot 
of  different problems for us to 
solve on both sides of  the ball.

“Secondly, of  course 
we're looking forward to 

bringing the team back to one 
of  the best soccer cities and 
best soccer stadiums in the 
United States in Kansas City, 
as well as getting to play our 
first game at Audi Field, which 
I've visited several times for 
NWSL games and is also a 
fantastic venue for our team to 
play in front of  our home 
fans.”

Nigeria met with the 
United States in a similar 
friendly match last year in 
Ju n e,  w i t h  t h e  A f r i c a n 
champions falling to a 2-0 
defeat at the Q2 Stadium in 
Austin, Texas.

The USWNT is the most 
s u c c e s s f u l  t e a m  i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o m e n ' s 
f o o t b a l l ,  w i n n i n g  f o u r 
Women's World Cup titles and 
four Olympic gold medals. 
The Stars and Stripes are the 
current world champions.

Spurs obviously seem 
the best bet for Traore after 
Antonio Conte's interest in 
the player in the winter. But a 
closer look at the right-sided 
player's stats shows exactly 
why a move to an elite club is 
a long shot.

Traore has scored just 
eight goals and collected 16 
assists in 160 Premier League 
games for Wolves, Boro and 
Aston Villa.

reminded by reporters of  a 
2018 comment where he said 
he did not want to spend 
£100 million ($118 million) 
on a single player.

Fans have poked fun at 
the German after his club 
agreed a deal with Benfica 
for Uruguayan striker Nunez 
that could see them pay up to 
£85 million ($100.4 million) 
with add-ons.

Klopp, however, laughed 

off  the question, saying the 
transfer market had changed 
since he made the comments.

“When you want to sign 
a striker as exciting as 
Darwin is, it's the market and 
you have to pay the price,” 
said Klopp.

“I've said so many things 
in my life which have caught 
me later and showed me how 
quickly life can change,” he 
added.

N u n e z  wa s  h e av i ly 
criticised on social media 
after a rusty performance in 
his first game for Liverpool, 
after he missed an open goal 
i n  t h e i r  4 - 0  l o s s  t o 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  i n 
Bangkok on Tuesday.

Klopp said the criticism 
was unfair and backed the 
Uruguayan to come good for 
the Reds.

“The only real important 
thing is how I judge the 
situation and I couldn't be 
more calm or completely 
c o n v i n c e d  a b o u t  h i s 
potential,” the German 
added.

He also downplayed the 
heavy loss to arch-rivals 
United, insisting that his 
focus was not on results but 
on preparing his players for 
the start of  the new season.

“Do I like losing 4-0 
against Man United? Not at 
all but we cannot judge our 
pre-season on just doing well 
in games,” he said.

The German said the 
pre-season matches his team 
are playing were important, 
“but the more important 
games are coming up in two 
weeks and that's when we 
have to be ready”.
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Klopp defends Nunez amidst criticism

Osimhen can be among the best
– Napoli boss, Spalletti

Wolves ready to accept £10m  for Adama Traore

USA confirms Falcons
double-header friendly

Africa's fastest man
gets lifeline ahead of
Championships 
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anchester United Mforward, Marcus 
R a s h f o r d  s a i d 

Thursday he was relishing a 
“fresh start” under new 
coach Erik ten Hag, keen to 
put a forgettable last season 
behind him. 

T h e  E n g l a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a d  a 
frustrating and disappointing 
2021/22 campaign, dropped 
by Gareth Southgate from 
the national team amid a 
form dip at the Old Trafford 
club. 

But he has been working 
h a r d  ove r  t h e  E n g l i s h 
summer and, injury free, is 
on his first full pre-season 
tour since breaking into the 
senior Red Devils squad. 

“For me, it's a fresh start 
and something I'm looking 

rance international Fforward, Ousmane 
Dembele has signed a 

new two-year deal with 
LaLiga side Barcelona after 
his previous contract expired 
at the end of  June, the 
C a t a l a n  c l u b  s a i d  o n 
Thursday.

The 24-year-old has 
extended his  s tay with 
B a r c e l o n a  u n t i l  2 0 2 4 , 
b r i n g i n g  a n  e n d  t o 
speculation over his future.

Dembele was dropped 
by manager Xavi Hernandez 
amid his contract standoff  
with Barcelona before he 
returned to the team in 

February and finished the 
c a m p a i g n  w i t h  3 2 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  a l l 
competitions.

He scored one goal and 
registered a 13 assists in the 
league as Barcelona finished 
second in LaLiga last season.

D e m b e l e  j o i n e d 

h e l s e a  m a n a ge r, 

CThomas Tuchel, has 
said Raheem Sterling 

will be a huge asset for the 
club.

Sterling joined the Blues 
on a five-year contract from 
M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  o n 
We d n e s d a y  i n  a  d e a l 
reported to be worth up to 50 
million.

T h e  2 7 - y e a r - o l d 
becomes Chelsea's  f irst 
signing under Todd Boehly, 
who took over from Russian 
Roman Abramovich at the 
end of  May.

“He will be a huge asset 
for us,” Tuchel told the BBC 
on Thursday.

“Hopefully he shapes 

our team by just being who 
he is.

“For me, he is a huge 
player, with a huge influence 

in the last years in English 
football and he's in a perfect 
a g e  t o  n o w  t a k e 
responsibility around young 
players that we have and be 
an example.”

Barcelona from Borussia 
Dortmund in 2017 and has 
made 150 appearances for 
the club, scoring 32 goals and 
assisting 34. He has won two 
league titles and two Spanish 
Cups during his five-year 
stint.

B a r c e l o n a 

strengthened their forward 
line by signing Brazilian 
winger  Raphinha f rom 
Leeds United on Wednesday, 
their third signing of  the 
transfer window following 
the arrivals of  Franck Kessie 
and Andreas Christensen.

forward to,”  he said in 
Melbourne ahead of  their 
tour game against Melbourne 
Victory after a 4-0 win over 
Liverpool in Bangkok this 
week.

“I'm in a good place right 
now. I'm just looking forward 
to getting more games under 
my belt.” 

The good place comes is 
courtesy of  a rare, prolonged 
sum m e r  b r e a k  w i th  no 
international duty. 

“It's been a bit unnatural 
for me to have such a long 
break in the summer, just 
under four weeks and I could 
have a break physically and 
mentally,” said the 24-year-
old.

“It's massive to have a full 
pre-season. This is the first 
year I've been with the team 

from the beginning and I 
already feel a lot better. 

“I think the first two-and-
a-half  weeks of  training have 
been good, we're (United) a 
lot fitter than we were last 
season and also we're making 
mistakes along the way so we 
have  a  lo t  o f  room for 
improvement.” 

A s k e d  a b o u t  h i s 
confidence after a season in 
which United finished a 
disappointing sixth in the 
Premier League, Rashford 
said it was never easy playing 
on an underperforming team. 

“I always say to myself  

rsenal are interested 

Ain Manchester City 
defender, Oleksandr 

Zinchenko and are expected 
to formally bid for the player.

It is thought City would 
be open to doing business on 
Zinchenko if  their valuation is 
met. The 25-year-old can 
cover a variety of  positions, 
inc luding  le f t -back  and 
central midfield.

Arsenal have been in the 
marke t  fo r  a  l e f t - s ided 
defender and were trying to 
sign Manchester United 
bound Lisandro Martinez 
from Ajax.

City, meanwhile, want to 
bring in a left-back and remain 
interested in Brighton's Marc 
Cucurella, as Sky Sports 
News revealed back in June.

Manchester United are in 
the closing stages of  wrapping 
up an agreement with Ajax 
for Lisandro Martinez, with 
Arsenal having conceded 
defeat in their pursuit of  the 
Argentina international.

The 24-year -o ld  has 
stated his desire to reunite 
with Erik ten Hag and a deal 
in the region of  £45m is being 
finalised.

I f  a l l  p rog re s se s  a s 
smoothly as United would 
like, Martinez should link up 
with the squad on their pre-
season tour of  Australia.

Gabriel Jesus, who made 
the same move Zinchenko 
could do earlier this summer, 
scored 90 seconds into his first 
Arsenal outing as his double 
helped the Gunners to a 5-3 
friendly victory over German 
second division side FC 
Nurnberg.

The Brazil striker came 
on at half-time in Germany 
with the Gunners 2-0 down – 
and made an immediate 
impact, scoring high in the net 
from Ainsley Maitland-Niles' 
pass.

it 's a lot easier to make 
mistakes in a team that's 
winning,” he said. 

“The last game against 
Liverpool for example we 
won but we made a lot of  
mistakes. Individually it's the 
same. When you're losing it's 
d i f f i c u l t  —  w e ' r e  a l l 
sportsmen and we don't like 
to lose. 

“When that happens you 
have to refocus and try to win 
the next game. 

“It's a big club we play for 
and we're expected to win and 
we have to work hard to 
improve.”

Euro women
18:00 Sweden W - Portugal W—2 
18:00 Switzerland W - Netherlands W—2 
Argentina 
23:00 Newells Old Boys - Racing Club—X 
20:30 Banfield - San Lorenzo—X 
Austria
16:00 Purgstall – Admira—X2 
17:00 Kuchl - Wolfsberger AC—X2 
17:00 Telfs - A. Salzburg—2 

Belgium
18:00 Club Brugge KV – Gent—1X 
Brazil
00:00 Avai – Santos—X 
16:00Juventude – Goias—X2 

23:00Botafogo RJ - Atletico-MG—X2 
Iceland
18:00 Vestmannaeyjar – Valur—Ov 1.5
21:15 KR Reykjavik – Fram—Ov 2.5

World: Club friendly
01:00 Arsenal (Eng) - Everton (Eng)—Ov 1.5 
06:35 Aston Villa (Eng) - Leeds (Eng)—X2
11:00 Opava (Cze) - Kromeriz (Cze)—Ov 2.5
17:00 Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) - 
Panathinaikos (Gre)—Ov 2.5
17:30 Tikves (Mkd) - Kozuf  Gevgelija 
(Mkd)—Ov 1.5
18:00 Angers (Fra) - Laval (Fra)—Ov 1.5
21:15 Benfica (Por) - Fulham (Eng) – Ov 1.5

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Rashford eager for fresh start under Ten Hag 

Finally, Dembele agrees Barca contract extension

He is a huge player – Tuchel hails
Chelsea's latest signing

Arsenal working on deal
for Man City defender,
Zinchenko
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