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News

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
amilies of  ten Police 
officers in Abia State 
who died in active 

service have been present-
ed with a cheque of  N21, 
477,050.80k by the Nigeri-
an Police Force.

The money was pre-
sented to the next of  kin 
of  the dead officers by the 
Abia State Commissioner 
of  Police, Janet Agbede in 
Umuahia, on behalf  of  the 
Inspector General of  Po-

Police present N21m cheque 
to families of deceased 
officers in Abia

lice, Usman Alkali Baba.
Performing the presenta-

tion at Abia State Police 
Command’s headquarters 
at Bende road, Umuahia, 
Abia State Police Com-
missioner, Janet Agbede, 
represented by ACP Jane 
Mbanefo, advised the ben-
efitting families not to mis-
use the money.

She explained that the 
money is part of  the ongo-
ing Group Life Insurance 
Welfare scheme of  IGP 
Usman Alkali Baba for 
families of  late Police of-

Ex-police sergeant to die 
by hanging for killing 
commercial driver
Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

A 
Rivers State High 
court sitting in Port 
Harcourt has sen-

tenced a dismissed police 
Sergeant, James Imanilu 
to death by hanging for the 
murder of  a commercial 
driver David Legbara. 

Justice Elsie Thompson 
while delivering her judg-
ment, found Sergeant Im-
anilu guilty for the murder 
of  Late Legbara who was 
murdered which took place 
at Wimpy junction in Port 
Harcourt in 2015. 

Justice Thompson said 
evidence before the court 
showed that the defendant 
intentionally fired a bullet at 

the commercial driver. 
The judge described the 

dismissed Sergeant as a se-
rial trigger-happy policeman 
that should not be allowed to 
remain in society.  

News Echo reports that the 
trial Judge said the court 
found the former policeman 
guilty having looked at his 
extra-judicial and confes-
sional statements as well as 
the evidence presented by 
the prosecution team and 
their witnesses.

A representative of  a le-
gal Aide council in Rivers 
State who defended the for-
mer policeman Sergeant  in 
an interview with newsmen 
said they will study the judg-
ment to know the next line 
of  action.

18 detained patients jubilate as 
Gregory Ibe clears hospital bills
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

E
ighteen patients who 
had spent about one 
year at Federal Med-

ical Centre, Umuahia, were 
on Wednesday, allowed 
to go by the hospital after 
their accumulated bills were 
cleared by Prof  Gregory Ibe.

Prof  Ibe who is the found-
er of  Gregory University, 
Uturu and governorship 
candidate of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
made the donation during 
his surprise visit to the hos-
pital.

The patients before Ibe’s 
intervention, had been dis-
charged from their various 
illnesses but were still held 
back from going home ,by 

FMC because of  their inabil-
ity to pay the mounting bills.

But during the visit, Ibe 
requested to be provided 
with details of  the indigent 
patients and subsequently 
cleared them.

The undisclosed amount 
of  money was handed over 
to the Chief  Medical Direc-
tor of  FMC, Umuahia, Prof  
Azubuike Onyebuchi.

When the names of  the 
beneficiaries were read out 
and told to go, they sprang 
up in joy, thanking Prof  Ibe 
for ‘rescuing’ them from 
shame.

Some  of  the patients 
who spoke to Journalists, 
Mrs Comfort Okoro, Mrs 
Chinyere Nwankwo among 
others said they had spent 
various number of  months 

in the hospital even after 
they had been satisfied free 
of  their medical challenges.

The patients recalled that 
their inability to pay their 
hospital bills kept them in 
the hospital until they were 
surprisingly told to go home, 
that someone had paid the 
bills.

“We have been here for 
many months now. The 
shame, pains and humili-
ation of  being held in the 
hospital were so much,  may 
God bless this man. I don’t 
even know how he got hint 
of  our condition here”, Mrs 
Chinyere Nwankwo.

News Echo gathered that 
the beneficiaries included a 
mother who gave birth, el-
derly patients, youths and 
other patients.

Rights activist bemoans extortion,
bullying by security agents in Imo
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
human rights ac-
tivist based in Imo 
State, Mazi Chuk-

wuemeka Okoro, has be-
moaned extortion of  mon-
ey on the road, bullying, 
harassment, intimidation 
and illegal arrest of  inno-
cent motorists both com-
mercial and private on dai-
ly basis by security agents: 
army, police civil defense 
including road safety per-
sonnel.

He frowned that the 
anomalies are alarming 
in South East particular-
ly in Imo State with gov-
ernment doing practically 
nothing to curb the men-
ace on the road, saying the 
perpetrators of  such anti 
social conduct do so with 
impunity because those 
who are to check them 
and call them to order are 
also outrageously corrupt 
hence lack the morality to 
stem the ugly tide which 
he said has been part of  
them.

While condemning the 
illicit activities of  the se-
curity agents in Imo State, 

Okoro harped that it was 
wrong for those who are 
paid by government with 
public money to protect 
citizens, as well as en-
sure hitch- free traffic on 
the road in the state have 
turned up to be unfriendly 
towards motorists, motor-
cyclists and bickers who 
are law abiding, stating 
that “many motorists and 
passengers have been ex-
tra-judicially killed by se-
curity agents in the course 
of  extorting them”.

The activist harped that 
“the extortion, harassment 
and bullying by security 
agents of  innocent and 
helpless motorists, bik-
ers and motorcyclists are 
causing serious panic, ap-
prehension and fear in the 
state, pushing people to go 
on revolt in the streets. For 
lawlessness to be averted 
in the state by mass revolt, 
government should rise to 
the ugly occasion by con-
stituting a committee com-
prising people of  worth 
from religious, civil society 
groups, youth bodies, the 
academia, judiciary, leg-
islature, executive, police, 

army, civil defense, road 
safety corps among others 
to critically and impartially 
check the illicit activities of  
some dubious security per-
sonnel on the roads across 
the state”.

Okoro, also advised mo-
torists, motorcyclists to en-
sure that they obey traffic 
rules, as well as have their 
documents intact, saying 
with all these, the road us-
ers have the license to resist 
any extortion, intimida-
tion, harassment and bul-
lying by the security agents 
on the roads who are only 
stationed on the road for 
selfish reasons, rather than 
do proper security checks.

ficers for 2020/2021 policy 
year.

IGP in his message to the 
families of  the late officers 
said the money would go 
a long way in alleviating 
the pains and sufferings of  
deceased officers’ families, 
adding that officers and 
men of  the Nigerian Po-
lice Force would continue 
to discharge their duties of  
securing the nation.

One of  the next of  kin 
who spoke on behalf  of  
others, Justice E. John 
thanked the IG for the in-

surance welfare package, 
pointing out that the initi-
ative showed that the sac-
rifices of  the late officers 
were recognized even in 
death.

John assured that the 
money given to them would 
not be wasted on jamboree 
but would be utilized.

It was an emotional event 
as tears cascaded the faces 
of  two of  the next of  kin, 
on the realisation that their 
bread winners were gone 
forever.

Sexual assault: Police in Rivers state
arraign university professor
Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers State Police 
command has ar-
raigned in Professor 

David Ogbonna of  Rivers 
State University before a 
Magistrate court sitting in 
Port Harcourt over allega-
tions of  unlawful and inde-
cent sexual assault of  a fe-
male student.

In a charge read out, the 

accused is alleged to have on 
the 16th day of  May, 2022 at 
Rivers State University cam-
pus, Oruwokwo in Obio-Ak-
por Magisterial district did 
unlawfully and indecently 
assault a twenty year girl by 
having carnal knowledge of  
her. News Echo reports that 
Professor David Ogbonna 
pleaded not guilty to the of-
fence which is reported to be 
a punishable offence under 
section three hundred and 

sixty of  the criminal code of  
laws of  Rivers State, 1999. 

Chief  Magistrate Menenen 
Oromon after listening to ar-
gument of  the both lawyers 
on bail application, granted 
the accused bail in sum of  
two million naira and with 
a surety in like sum who 
must be a resident within 
the jurisdiction of  the court. 
The court subsequently ad-
journed to July 20, 2022 for 
trial.

Three-storey building collapses in Port Harcourt
Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

A 
three-storey build-
ing on Wednesday 
collapsed in Port 

Harcourt, Rivers State. 
The building is situated at 
bende road old Port Har-
court township axis. 

As the time of  this re-
port, no life was lost, 
but properties and goods 
worth millions of  naira 
were damaged. Some parts 
of  the building where peo-
ple reside and shops used 
for business also collapsed. 

The building is one of  
many old structures in the 

Old Port Harcourt Town-
ship that residents often 
describe as a time bomb. 
Speaking to journalists a 
resident of  the area, said 
a part of  the building had 
collapsed before and res-
idents refused to vacate 
from it, in defiance to 
warnings. 

He however blamed the 
state government, adding 
if  government had tak-
en over the building and 
forced residents to vacate 
it, this situation would 
have been avoided. 

This part of  Port Har-
court hosts quite a num-
ber of  aged buildings that 
require government urgent 
attention to avoid a repeat 
of  this incident. Investiga-
tion shows that some of  
the buildings were built 
during the colonial days.

I
n line with his admin-
istration’s resolve to 
ensure rural roads re-

ceives government atten-
tion through quality road 
construction, the shared 
prosperity government of  
Gov. Hope Uzodimma 
begins rural road construc-
tion in Imo State as 15% 
construction fee has been 
paid to the contractors.

Uzodimma begins rural road
construction in Imo state

   These roads according 
to the government are of  
both economic and social 
importance to rural dwell-
ers and when completed 
will serve as a link to the 
state capital which will 
further enhance develop-
ment and quality transfor-
mation as well as bring the 
government closer to the 
people.
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3 policemen feared dead as gunmen attack 
police check-point in Enugu 

News

From Ovat Mike
Onitsha 

O
utrage has trailed 
the presentation of  
a septuagenarian’s 

corpse by the police in An-
ambra State to the Omeh 
family in lieu of  their 30- 
year-old son, Chinonso 
Omeh, who reportedly 
died in the custody of  the 
defunct Awkuzu SARS 
now State CID Annex.

As a consequence, the 
family has cried out for jus-
tice over the alleged homi-
cide, stating that their son 
might have been killed for 
ritual purposes.

Onyebuchi Omeh, elder 
brother to Chinonso, who 
stated this while address-
ing journalists in Onit-
sha, Anambra State, on 
Wednesday said his young-
er brother Chinonso , 30, 
who operated a car wash 
centre at Ogbunike, near 
former Tollgate, was arrest-
ed on 4th February 2022 at 
the instance of  one Austin 
Izunnwanne on trumped-
up charges of  threat to life.

He said, “Chinonso was 
detained at Ogidi Police 
Station before his transfer 
to Awkuzu but police at 
Awkuzu denied us access 
to see him in the cell and 

Uzodimma begins rural road construction in Imo State.

even initially denied ever 
having him in their custody.

 “After repeated at-
tempts to see Chinonso at 
Awkuzu state CID Annex 
had failed, we wrote a pe-
tition to the AIG in charge 
of  Zone 13, Ukpo, Anam-
bra state through a lawyer 
and the Investigating Po-
lice Officer (IPO) at Ogidi 
was summoned who gave 
a graphic account of  how , 
when and whom he hand-
ed over Chinonso to at 
Awkuzu.”

He said when the team 
from Awkuzu was sum-
moned to Zone 13 Ukpo, 
they acknowledged that 

Chinonso was in their cus-
tody but had died, having 
slumped in their cell and 
later pronounced dead by a 
medical doctor.

Onyebuchi said , “When 
we requested to see my 
brother’s corpse, we were 
taken to a private mortuary 
and shown the corpse of  a 
70 year-old man in place 
of  ,my brother, Chinonso 
who is only 30-yesrs old.”

Onyebuchi alleged that 
the police at Awkuzu CID 
Annex might have killed 
his brother and used him 
for ritual purposes since 
they could not produce his 
corpse.
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He said the last time they 
had appointment with the 
police team investigating the 
matter at Zone 13, Ukpo, 
they were surprised to hear 
that the two policemen from 
Awkuzu, the IPO, Michael 
Nelson and his team lead-
er known as Big Sam who 
handled their brother’s mat-
ter, earlier detained over the 
case, had been released .

While calling for justice 
over the matter, the fami-
ly insisted that the police 
should come clean and tell 
them what happened to 
their brother and show them 
the corpse if  he was actually 
dead even as they called on 

various human right bodies 
to assist them ensure that 
those involved in the hei-
nous crime would not es-
cape the wrath of  the law.

When contacted, the state 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO), DSP Tochuk-
wu Ikenga, said,”The case 
is currently under investiga-
tion, please.”

Also speaking, the Zon-
al Headquarters (Zone 13, 
Ukpo) Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Nkiruka 
Nwode, said she had not 
been briefed on the extent of  
investigation on the matter. 
She promised to make en-
quiries and act accordingly.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

F
ear of  uncertainty has 
gripped residents of  
Awkunanaw axis of  

Enugu the Enugu State cap-
ital following the attack of  a 
Police checkpoint at MTD, 
Gariki by unknown gun-

men on Thursday. 
Three policemen were re-

portedly feared dead during 
the exchange of  gun shots 
between the law enforce-
ment agents and the crimi-
nals. 

The incident came 
few days after hoodlums 
stormed a drinking joint in 

the area and killed a Vigi-
lante and the wife of  a Lo-
cal Government Councilor.

At the time of  filing this 
report sources told our cor-
respondent that shootings 
were still renting the air as 
residents scampered to safe-
ty.

Confirming the attack, 

Outrage in Anambra as police tender 70-yr-old 
corpse for 30-yr-old man who died in custody

the State Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, Daniel Nduk-
we, told newsmen that there 
was shooting but he could 
not specifically state if  there 
were police casualties.

“Yes, I learnt that masked 
gunmen fired gunshots 
there this morning, but I 
can’t confirm if  any police-
man was killed”.

2 dead Anambra Police rescue 
suspects from mob action, 
recover arms, vehicles 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra police op-
eratives on Sunday 
neutralised two sus-

pected armed robbers, one 
pump action, one locally fab-
ricated pistol and red Toyota 
Corolla with reg nos. AKD 
303 DW along Obosi Nkpor 
road.

The gallant officers also re-
covered one Mercedes Benz 
350 with reg. Nos RSH 836 
BE and equally rescued one 
Okoye Stephen aged 19 years 
and Chukwuemeka Nwudo, 
aged 27years from mob ac-
tion at Awka.

Confirming the report, 
Police Image of  the state 
command, DSP Ikenga To-
chukwu, in a press statement 
made avaliable to News 
Echo on Wednesday said 
“Anambra State Police Op-
eratives while on patrol along 
Obosi Nkpor road by Obosi 
town hall at about 11:39pm 
on 26/6/2022, accosted a 
gang of  armed men in white 
Toyota Hiace bus, red Toyota 
Corolla and a motorcycle.

The Operatives engaged 
the armed men in a gun bat-
tle, neutralized two of  the 
hoodlums and recovered one 
pump action, one locally fab-
ricated pistol and red Toyota 
Corolla with reg nos. AKD 
303 DW. During the gun duel 
with the hoodlums, the supe-
rior fire power of  the Opera-
tives made the assailants fled 
the scene with the Toyota 
Hiace bus and a motorcycle”.

Meanwhile, Police has in-
tensified patrol in the area 
and improved operational 
positioning to respond to dis-

tress calls especially aimed at 
arresting other fleeing gang 
members.

In another development, 
“the Operatives at about 
11pm on 26/6/2022 while 
on patrol along central school 
road, Umusiomen Nkpor, 
Ogidi recovered a white 
Mercedes Benz 350 with reg. 
Nos RSH 836 BE suspected 
to have been abandoned by 
criminal elements”.

Also, “Police Operatives at 
about 4:30pm on 28/6/2022 
rescued two suspects name-
ly: one Okoye Stephen aged 
19years and Chukwuemeka 
Nwudo age 27years from 
mob action along Zik’s Ave-
nue Awka”.

“The suspects were caught 
armed with a locally made 
pistol, in attempt to dispos-
sess a young lady of  her cash, 
after withdrawing money 
from ATM. The suspects 
were already beaten to stu-
por by the angry mob before 
police rescued them. The Op-
eratives also recovered one 
locally made pistol and one 
live cartridge from the crim-
inals”.

The Commissioner of  
Police, CP Echeng Echeng 
while charging the Opera-
tives to sustain the tempo 
on the fight against violent 
crimes in the State, reiterates 
the advocacy against mob ac-
tion/jungle justice. 

He also encouraged the 
public to take suspects to po-
lice stations whenever they 
are apprehended, this will 
help the Police to conduct 
proper investigations into the 
activities of  the suspects and 
bring them to justice in ac-
cordance with extant laws”.

29.4m Nigerians abuse drugs - NDLEA 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he National Drug 
Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has said no fewer than 29.4 
million Nigerians aged be-
tween 15 and 64 years abuse 
psychoactive substances 
and other dangerous drugs. 
The NDLEA further said, 
“One in every four drug 
abuser is a female.”

The Anambra State Com-
mandant of  NDLEA, Mrs. 
Florence Ezeonye, stated 

this on Wednesday in Awka 
during a ceremony to mark 
this year’s United Nations 
international day against 
drug abuse and illicit traf-
ficking.

She said, “The truth on 
ground indicates that our 
society needs to do more in 
the area of  creating aware-
ness of  the damaging effects 
of  drug abuse on human 
health.

The drug use and health 
survey of  2018 captured that 
14.4% of  the country’s drug 
use prevalence is almost 

three times the global aver-
age of  5.6%. “What is more 
disturbing is that the drug 
abuse cuts across all ages, 
gender, socio-economic sta-
tus and regions.

“From the survey, 
14.3million Nigerians aged 
15-64 years use psychoactive 
substances such as alcohol, 
caffeine, nicotine and hero-
ine, while 10.6 million abuse 
cannabis. Also, 4.6million 
others abuse pharmaceuti-
cal opioids such as codeine, 
tramadol, methampheta-
mine and morphine, among 

others.
 “It is worrisome to know 

that drug use was com-
mon among those aged 
25-39years, the age of  initia-
tion for heroin was 22 years, 
while the age of  cannabis 
sativa was 19 years.

 “Notably these age 
groups comprise of  young 
people who are either in 
secondary or tertiary insti-
tutions, or are on the cusp 
of  graduation.

 “To simplify the report 
of  the survey, young peo-
ple are overwhelmingly the 
majority of  drug abusers in 
Nigeria.”

... As CP Echeng charges operatives to
 sustain fight against violent crimes 
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Editorial

he 2022 industrial action by Nigeria's Tacademic staff union of universities 
(ASUU) is  wor r ying on many 

grounds, but it is nothing new in the Nigerian 
context. It is the fifth industrial action in the 
last ten years – 2020, 2017, 2014, and 2013 – 
and this is becoming more like a tradition.

Very many Nigerians are empathizing 
with the lecturers and as well sympathising 
with the students who have been a burden to 
their parents and guardians in the past many 
months they have been at home. ASUU has 
pushed for more government funding in the 
sector and has negotiated with individual 
university management bodies to manage 
their institutions efficiently. 

One of the key reasons for the industrial 
action is that the federal government failed to 
implement the Memorandum of Action 
signed in December 2020. ASUU points 
explicitly to the fact the government has been 
unable to meet its obligation to revitalise 
public universities with consistent funding 
and has not paid academics their earned 
allowances. 

ASUU, therefore demands they should 
renegotiate the 2009 ASUU-FGN agreement. 
Subsequent to the 2009 agreement, built on 
the2001 agreement, ASUU has seen four 
different Ministers of  Education, three 
Presidents and two acting Presidents. Like 
o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  B u h a r i 
administration keeps vacillating despite 
several agreements.

Rightly so, ASUU's grief is outdated. 
Any deal signed 13 years ago, especially one 
that involves nominal monetary figures, 
requires revisiting. The value of money has 
changed due to persistent double-figure 
inflation since then. Thus, the amount agreed 
in 2009 will not be sufficient today. 

For clarity, ASUU will get a better deal if 
it renegotiates agreement with the next 
government. They can take what is on the 
table and, for the sake of the survival of the 
country's educational system, return to work. 

It is obvious that the intent to inflict a cost 
on the government for failing to agree to 
conditions demanded by the union is not 
yielding the desired outcome. From all 
indications, this government is unperturbed 
about the drawback of the Nigerian education 
system, especially the public universities. The 
gestures from the government's Ministers are 
evident. The government keeps justifying 
that it does not have the money to pay for 
ASUU's demands, but those demands are 
actually for investments in the country's 
education sector.

As the strike continued, the government 
issued 12 additional private university 
licences in mid-May 2022. Of course, it did 
not make the headlines as attention was 
mainly on political parties' primary elections. 
The addition raised the total number of 
private universities in Nigeria to 111 (46%), a 
few numbers short of  the 129 public 

universities. These private universities rely 
on charging exorbitant fees for their 
operations. The fees are unaffordable to the 
average household in the country, but we will 
discuss that in a moment. It is worrying to see 
the government acting in such an unbalanced 
manner. 

But as things stand, private universities 
will eventually, not imminently, dominate the 
university system in the country unless we 
have sensible leadership. That is because the 
government is more worried about increasing 
its short-term revenue to keep paying the rent 
of the country's future income it is spending 
now. Never before has Nigeria had a 
government that is more worried about 
generating revenues than investing in future 
of the country. 

The youth, predominantly university 
students and the future leaders, benefit from 
the positive outcomes of the education system 
and suffer from poor results—likewise, the 
society in general. The latest United Nations 
data projections showNigeria's youth 
population is high. Those aged between 18-29 
are estimated to be around 42.7 million, 
while those aged between 30-39 years are 
about 22.3 million. The majority of 
university students are within these age 
groups. However, it is difficult for many to 
attend universities due to hardship and the 
poor state of  the economy. Even those 
attending mainly public universities are 
struggling to pay tuition fees.

Therefore, we submit that ASUU should 
understand that the ongoing strike is 
counting against the future of  Nigeria 
economically. Universities are economic 
development resources and the most 
important inputs of production processes for 
a knowledge-based economy. The sector 
engages in research, information transfer, 
technology development and research 
collaboration within the country or with 
institutions across the globe. They identify 
skills gaps, create unique courses and build 
the right skills to bring economic prosperity 
and social cohesion. 

The 240 universities we currently have in 
the country have the potential to contribute to 
this development. However, the strike will 
likely create a skill gap that will take time to 
fill as many students rely on public university 
education.

If the government has good intentions to 
develop the country's higher education, it 
should establish an agency or department to 
cater for higher education students. The 
office should be a channel for student loans 
and grants. The primary goal of such an office 
will be to ensure that higher education 
delivers positive outcomes for students – past, 
present, and future. The office should ensure 
that students from all regions and ethnic 
g r o u p s  ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y  t h e  m o s t 
underprivileged) can access, succeed in, and 
progress from higher education.

ASUU Strike: FG's deaf
ears to a needful call and
the next government
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ake the return to civil Trule in 1999, for 
instance. 23 years on, 

there is hardly any story of  
pride. The economy, despite 
its expansion, serves the 
interests of  only a few; 
national institutions are 
comple te ly  pa ra ly sed ; 
corruption has taken on a 
l i f e  o f  i t s  o w n ; 
unemployment is at an all-
time high; the people are 
more divided than ever and, 
worst of  all, lives have 
become unsafe,  i f  not 
worthless. Nigeria has been 
at its lowest for years on end, 
and the youths are now 
determined not to have it 
any longer. 

So, on social media and 
physical platforms these 
days, youths sell 2023 as the 
year of  change and are 
preparing for the elections. 
First, there is a massive 
campaign for youths to get 
their permanent voters 
cards, be ready to vote and 
defend those votes. 

As part of  the package, 
t h e  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  
Nigerian youths also seems 
to have made up their minds 
concerning whom to vote 
for. They say it is the time to 
retire the two major parties, 
the ruling All Progressive 

Congress and the Peoples 
Democratic Party, both of  
which comprise people who 
have  had  ro l e s  in  the 
misadventure of  the past 60 
years. 

As much as it is the right 
of  youths to make this 
change happen, since it's all 
about their future, there 
must be a sense of  caution in 
the ways we go about and 
execute this determination. 

The first point to make is 
that Nigerians, young or 
otherwise, cannot afford to 
make emotional decisions 
now. Some will disagree but 
this was the decision that 

Nigerians made in 2015 and 
seem to have jumped from 
frying pan to fire. 

We  mu s t  b e  c l e a r -
minded about the choices 
that we make in the coming 
elections. We should not be 
swayed by any form of  
propaganda or window-
dressing. As manifestoes are 
usually not worth more than 
the paper they are written on 
in Nigeria, and political 
rallies are jamborees of  paid 
loyalists where politicians 
hawk l i t t le  other  than 
entertainment, leaders of  
this movement for change 
must be clear about the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d 
competencies Nigeria's 21st 
leader should possess. They 
must then interrogate claims 
to those capacities. 

The second thing is that 
e l e c t i o n s  a r e  n e i t h e r 
contested nor won on social 
media. Those who want to 
c h a n g e  N i g e r i a  m u s t 
prepare to get their hands 
dirty and step into the ring.

If  Nigerian youths unite 
b e h i n d  a  p a r t i c u l a r 
candidate, they must be 
ready to convince others 
about the credentials of  their 
candidate by embarking on 
grassroots mobilisation of  
the people. A substantial 
number of  those who make 
up this demography are in 
the rural areas, without 
educat ion and enough 
education to read between 
the lines that the movers of  
th i s  change  idea  have 
identified. It must also be 
said that in trying to convert 
other people to voting, we 
should eliminate every form 
of  righteous indignation. A 
corollary to this is that 
youths cannot do it alone, so 
we must make efforts to 
cover t  even those who 
belong to the old order. 

Politics is not just about 
good or evil; it is about 
individual persuasions, 

mostly governed by the level 
of  understanding and, 
s o m e t i m e s ,  p e r s o n a l 
in teres ts.  That  i s  why 
democracy gives politicians 
the opportunity to campaign 
and win people over. And 
even when we don't win 
them over, we must continue 
to respect their right to hold 
an opinion. Ultimately, 
N i g e r i a  h a s  d e a l t  a 
significant blow to the 
psyche of  most citizens and 
making enemies of  one 
another helps no one. 

Finally, we must realise 
that change is not just about 
e l e c t i o n s .  W h e n  t h e 
candidate of  choice wins, 
work is just starting. A lot of  
things affect politicians 
when they get into office 
that is why someone said 
they campaign in verse and 
govern in prose. 

The only way to ensure 
they remain focused on their 
promises and the needs of  
the people is to keep a tab on 
them and continually take 
them to the task. Citizens 
have no business romancing 
or getting star-struck by 
politicians. It is possible to 
change those ruling Nigeria 
in 2023 but that would only 
be the beginning of  the 
change that Nigeria needs.
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2023: Will Nigerian youths
deliver? 

By  Niran Adedokun 

                                 “Finally, we must realise
that change is not just about

elections. When the candidate
of  choice wins, work is just

starting. A lot of  things affect
politicians when they get into

ofce that is why someone
said they campaign in verse

and govern  in prose. 

Tinubu Atiku Obi
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News Feature

By Ikenna Orioha

R
esidents of  Imo 
State have decried 
the illicit activities 
of  Fulani herdsmen 

who they accused of  using 
their herds to destroy their 
farm products, subjecting 
them to hunger, anguish and 
anger.

The residents also alleged 
that Fulani herdsmen use 
dangerous weapons like Pis-
tol, Pump-Action, AK-47 
Rifles and Machetes includ-
ing charms to terrorize help-
less, peaceful and law- abid-
ing farmers who abandon 
their farms and produce and 
scampered for safety in neigh-
boring villages and townships.

They lamented that over the 
years, across South East, there 
has been serious attack on 
farmers and their farms by Fu-
lani cattle rearers with dubious 
intent to colonise and occupy 
their lands for the grazing of  
their herds which the people 
maintained they value more 
than human beings, regretting 
that government has not taken 
any fruitful or drastic step to 
stem the anomaly, hence the 
bullies have continued in their 
evil way of  herding.

The people who spoke to 
News Echo in Owerri ex-
pressed bitterness that with-
out any provocation Fulani 
herdsmen use their cows to 
damage their farms, kidnap, 
extort, kill and maim them 
without government check-
ing them or prosecuting them 
in the law court, accusing the 
security agents of  shielding 
and protecting violent Fulani 
herdsmen and thereby giving 
them the leverage to terrorise 
them in their fatherland.

In order to ensure safety and 
freedom of  farmers in Imo 
State, the people had called 
on the Imo State Government 
to rise to the ugly occasion by 
compelling the House of  As-
sembly to enact a law prohib-
iting open- grazing in all parts 
of  the state. 

They added that Fulani 
herdsmen contribute 50% of  
the woes of  hunger, anguish, 
suffering and insecurity being 
experienced in South-East, 
South-South, South-West 
and the Middle Belt. They 
cautioned those dehumaniz-
ing humanity and using their 
cows to destroy other peoples 
means of  livelihood to stop 
for peace, comfort and pros-
perity to reign absolutely.

Speaking, Mazi Njoku 
Livinus, a secondary school 
teacher, who lives at Egbu, 
Owerri North, said “we only 
hear that security agents have 
arrested, paraded, detained 
or imprisoned a none Fulani 
over alleged cattle rustle, but 
we rarely hear nor read in the 
newspapers, magazines or 
social media of  any Fulani 
herdsman arrested, paraded 
or imprisoned for using his 
herd to destroy farmer’s prod-
ucts or for killing the farmer 
for refusing their invasion on 
his or her farmland”. 

“This is injustice which 
has been justified by powers 
that be because of  ulterior 
motif. Does it mean that Fu-
lani cattle rearers are special 
breeds who are untouchable 
and above the law of  the state 
when they destroy and kill?

 I’m advising Imo State 
Government to make a law 
that can prohibit them from 
rearing their cows in the open, 
on farmlands or farmsteads 
belonging to individuals or 
communities. This measure 
will force them to buy lands 
from willing persons for 
ranching. It is bad for one to 
use his business to destroy an-
other person’s business”.

Contributing, Alilionwu Ju-
lian, a civil servant, who re-
sides at Naze Owerri North, 
condemned into-to the illicit 
activities of  Fulani herdsmen 
in Igbo land, frowning that 
“several farmers had deserted 
their farms to neighbouring 
communities and townships 

Fulani ‘herdsboy’ with AK47.
to secure their lives. This prob-
lem is tantamount to scarcity 
of  food (food insecurity) in 
many communities of  the re-
gion. I am using this platform 
to call on Government of  Imo 
State to enact a law through 
the House of  Assembly that 
shall outlaw open-grazing 
across the state, just as was 
agreed by Southern Gover-
nors Forum at a meeting last 
year”. 

“I was a victim. Fulani 
herdsmen invaded my farm 
6 year ago and destroyed all 
crops in my farm. When I 
confronted them, they threat-
ened to kill me. I reported the 
matter to police, but no action 
was taken by the law enforce-
ment agency, hence I decided 

not to farm again until Fulani 
herders who I see as violent 
people leave my community. 

Many farmers have been 
attacked too with degrees of  
injuries inflicted on them by 
these marauding, wandering, 
thoughtless shepherds”.

Also, an indigene of  Obo-
sima, Ohaji, Lolo Nnenna 
Ishia, a  trader and a farmer, 
said she was “not happy that 
Fulani herdsmen now occu-
py our farmlands with assort-
ed dangerous weapons and 
charms, making it difficult for 
subsistent farmers to access 
their farms freely. 

Although, we are not afraid 
of  them, but they are being 
defended by security opera-
tives who even blame us for 
chasing those wicked shep-
herds off  from our farms. 
Within Ohaji, Egbema, Oguta 
(Adapalm), Avu, Iforola are-
as, there are gory (unpleasant) 
stories of  terror against the 
agrarian people. That is why 
we want government to come 
to our rescue by enacting a fair 
legislation that can regulate 
the movement of  herdsmen in 
Imo State”.

“The atrocities are heavy, 
leaving us wonder whether 
we are into slavery in our fa-
thers’ land. We do not want to 
take laws into our own hands 
to force them out of  our land, 
hence we appeal for a legisla-
tion to arresting that ugly ef-
fect. 

We have been pushed to the 
walls by those herders. Ohaji 
who is previously known for 
being a rich producer of  food, 
is now hungry and anguished 
given to illicit activities of  Fu-

lani herders on our farmland. 
This is outrageously shame-
ful”.

With Prof. Chukwu Okoro, 
an academic staff  of  Feder-
al University of  Technology, 
FUTO, Owerri, positing that 
“Fulani herdsmen are serious-
ly rearing their cows in FUTO, 
disrupting academic activities, 
destroying farms with school 
management doing practically 
nothing to push them away. 

The FUTO management 
would rather arrest and im-
prison the host communities 
who seek daily food through 
excavation of  sand in FUTO, 
their fathers’ land. 

They do the same thing in 
Imo State University of  Ag-
riculture and Environmental 
Sciences, Umuagwo, Ohaji, 
Imo State University, Owerri, 
Alvan Ikokwu Federal Col-
lege of  Education, Owerri, 
Irete, Ogbaku, Ukuorji, Urat-
ta, Naze, Owerri metropolis 
among other areas. Govern-
ment should do the needful 
urgently to save our lands 
from Fulani invasion and oc-
cupation”.

They reiterated that the Imo 
State Government should not 
leave any stone unturned to 
ensure that activities of  Fu-
lani herdsmen are regulated 
to avoid adding salt to inse-
curity bedeviling the state 
by enacting a fair law, saying 
open-grazing is an illicit activ-
ity which is a threat to human 
beings, stating that it is wrong 
to allow Fulani herdsmen to 
troop massively into Imo State 
as their mission is basically to 
inflict misery on humanity in 
Igbo enclave.

Imo residents decry herdsmen illicit 
activities, call for anti-open grazing law

With Prof. Chukwu Okoro, an academic staff 
of Federal University of Technology, FUTO, 
Owerri, positing that “Fulani herdsmen are 

seriously rearing their cows in FUTO, 
disrupting academic activities, destroying 

farms with school management doing 
practically nothing to push them away. 

The FUTO management would rather arrest 
and  imprison the host communities who seek 
daily food through excavation of sand in FUTO, 
their fathers’ land. They do the same thing in

 Imo State University of Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences, Umuagwo, Ohaji, 

Imo State University, Owerri, Alvan Ikokwu
 Federal College of Education, Owerri, Irete,

 Ogbaku, Ukuorji, Uratta, Naze, Owerri 
metropolis among other areas. Government
 should do the needful urgently to save our 

lands from Fulani invasion 
and occupation”



l a c k  c e l e b r i t i e s Bshowed up in their 
Sunday best for the 

BET Awards.
Sunday, June 27th 2021, 

was about celebrating black 
excellence through the BET 
Awards. 

It was a night of  glam, 
and all the celebrities looked 
gorgeous and made bold 
fashion statements. 

While some marvelled 
u s ,  o t h e r s  w e r e 
disappointing. Here are 
some of  the best and worst 
dressed; 

Best Dressed 
Marsai Martins 
Marsai is all grown up on 

nude frill dress by Dolce and 
Gabbana. 

Lizzo 
Lizzo was the queen of  

f l a m b oya n c e  i n  b l a c k 
sequins and feathers. 

Janelle Monae 
Janelle looks her best as 

usual in this black flowing 
gown. 

Quincy Jones 
The colour combination 

on Quincy's two-piece is to 
die for. Sneaker would have 
been much better with the 
outfit though. 

Marvin Anthony 
M a r v i n  l o o k e d 

astonishing in all black 
leather, that jacket and shoes 
were on fire. 

Diddy 
There is nothing better 

than a man who knows how 
to wear pink. 

Keke Palmer 
Keke looks all grown up 

in this silk Conner Ives dress. 
Love it. 

Chloe Bailey 
Chloe looks amazing in 

this gown Nicolas Jebran. 

Sabrina and Idris Elba 
They were such a power 

couple and not in a matchy 
way. Loved his mustard 
pants and white shirt that 
looked like a kaftan and 
Sabrina's power suit 

Kirk Franklin 
Kirk and his wife were 

another gorgeous pair. Love 
the silk shirt. 

Worst Dressed 
Summer Walker 
Summer looked like she 

was going for tribal dance. 
The whole look was a no. 

Big Freddia 
Yes, we get that it is pride 

month, but you didn't have 
to wear the entire pride flag. 

Billy Porter 
Billy always goes for the 

shock factor, but we were not 
shocked, just  annoyed. 
What was that make-up and 
the shoes were so ugly. 
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BET Awards 2022: Best and worst dressed celebrities 

Worst dressed...
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 former president 

Ag e n e r a l  o f  
I s u a n i o c h a ,  i n 

A w k a  N o r t h  L o c a l 
G ove r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra State, Comrade 
To n y  O n ye a g o l u  h a s 
explained that the major 
reason why he was remove 
from office abruptly was 
because he was not in 
support and did not agree 
to the selling of  portions of  
l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o 
community secondar y 
school Isuaniocha. 

Reacting to a release by 
the  commiss ioner  for 
homeland a f fa i r s  Mr. 
Chikodi Anara, the former 
PG desc r ibed  a l l  t he 
allegations leveled against 
him by the commissioner 
as false while challenging 
him to come out with facts 
to the claims made by the 
commissioner.

Comrade Onyeagolu 
who recalled how closely 
h e  w a s  w i t h  t h e 
commissioner to the point 
that members of  the Anara 
family once visited his 
G h a n a  r e s i d e n c e , 
wondered why such a 
person would turn back to 
call him a drug addict.

According to him, Mr 
Anara called him and told 
h im to  a l low one Mr 
Cosmos Okonkwor who is 
now a security adviser to 
Governor Soludo to enter 
and sell the portions of  land 
a s  h e,  M r  O k o n k wo r 
assisted him to install a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r  i n 
Amanuke when he was the 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
Chairman of  Awka North 
Local Government Area.

" I  s a i d  n o  t o  t h e 
directives and said to him, 
you are the security adviser 
to Governor Willie Obiano 

and the government told us 
that we are to protect 
government facilities in our 
various towns, how will I 
j o i n  y o u  t o  s e l l  m y 
communal land already 
donated to our secondary 
school. People should ask 
Mr. Chikodi Anara why he 
i s  a lway s  s u p p o r t i n g 
hoodlums in isuaniocha 
against the general wish of  
the town, let him explain 
why the hilux security 
vehicle donated to vigilante 
group in my town is still 
parked at police custody'. 

He wondered why the 
former security adviser to 
Willie Obiano, would be 
accusing him over the death 
of  one Mr. Angos while 
there are up to six persons 
killed in the town which is 
why the security vehicle of  
the community is still 
p a r k e d  a t  t h e  p o l i c e 
inc luding  one  Toyota 
Camry car belonging to one 
of  the two victims his boys 
killed at Umuzocha and 
used the vehicle to convey 
their corpses.

“His so called boys 
used the vehicle when they 
murdered Ifeanyi  and 
C h u k w u e b u k a  a t 
U m u z o c h a  a n d  t h e 
investigation is going on 
since January 19th 2019, 
Mr Anara knows about this 
and he has not asked about 
the hilux and the deceased 
car which is still parked at 
CPS”. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
former PG, Nigerian police 
invited Mr Anara, now 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Homeland Affairs to force 
headquarters Abuja, but he 
declined and instead sent a 
senior advocate to go and 
stand in for him.

“The administration of  
Willie Obiano set up a 
panel over the secondary 
school land headed by late 
traditional ruler of  Nteje, 

Igwe Rowland Odegbo of  
blessed memory, the panel 
found out that my hands 
were clean, but Mr Anara 
who was the then security 
adviser to the governor 
never allowed that report to 
see the light of  the day. 
Even all the petitions I 
wrote to the governor, he 
frustrated it and never 
allowed any to get to the 
executive governor.”

The former president 
g e n e r a l  t h e r e f o r e 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e 
commissioner to allow the 
present administration to 
set up a panel and invite 
them both to appear and 
explain their various roles 
i n  t h e  c r i s i s  r o c k i n g 
Isuaniocha Community as 
he had evidence to prove 
that he, the homeland 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  w a s 
responsible for the issues in 
the area. 

Meanwhile, Comrade 
Onyeagolu said following a 
petition he wrote to the 
National Assembly, the 
Senate  Committee  on 
ethics invited Mr Anara to 
appear before it to explain 
his role in the Isuaniocha 
issues but he declined and 
l a t e r  s e n t  l e t t e r s  o f  
allegation which led to the 
committee calling the SSG, 
p r o f e s s o r  S O L O 
Chukwulobelu to confirm 
the state government stand 
on the matter.

Comrade Onyeagolu 
narrated that upon the call 
from the Senate, the SSG 
invited him in his office at 
the Government House 
only to be arrested while he 
was leaving the office by 
security personnel detailed 
by Mr Anara using his 
office as the then security 
adviser. 

The former PG claimed 
that Mr Anara used the 
then Nwafor of  the defunct 
S A R S  t o  i nv i t e  D S S 
personnel to invade their 
family house, destroying 
property and arrested his 
elder brother and also made 
away with his  private 

vehicle. He explained that 
later he visited DSS office 
and was taken to the then 
commissioner of  police 
where Mr. Anara refused to 
honor the invite sent to him 
by the command. 

“This man in 2018 took 
me to court claiming I was 
damaging his name, but 
when the matter began, he 
was never seen in court and 
later he withdrew the case. 
He is claiming that he is not 
from Isuaniocha , how 
come he is alleging details 
of  what he earlier said he 
was not aware of  any issues 
in my town. Those youths 
h e  i s  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d 
shie lding in  my town 
a l o n g s i d e  c o s m o s 
O k o n k w o r  a r e  n o w 
c a r r y i n g  g u n s  i n  my 
community despite the fact 
t h a t  g ove r n m e n t  h a d 
written to tell the people 
that those elements are not 
security operatives, I was 
removed just because I 
refused to agree to their 
clandestine plans to sell and 
share school land. Those 
hoodlums they call youths 
are now taken over the 
duties and responsibilities 
o f  t h e  e l d e r s  o f  m y 
community, it's quite sad 
and  un fo r tuna te  tha t 
gover nment  have  no t 
considered our appeals and 
calls just because Mr Anara 
is  using his  inf luence 
against the overall interest 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e ” ,  h e 
lamented.

According to him, the 
cabal working with Mr 
Anara had chased so many 
people out of  Isuaniocha 
including members of  the 
Onyeagolu family and they 
had been destroying their 
properties, taking over their 
family house and also 
c o l l e c t i n g  r e n t  f r o m 
occupants of  their houses 
in the community. 

Even the elders of  my 
c o m m u n i t y  w e n t  t o 
Amanuke, town of  the 
Commissioner to warn 
them about  the i r  son 
c a u s i n g  p r o b l e m  i n 

Isuaniocha, the elders of  
his community told them 
that their son does not 
listen to them let alone 
taking word of  advice from 
anyone. The police officer 
that came to make peace , 
they collected his gun and 
u s e d  k n i f e  o n   h i m ,  
government knows how the 
gun was returned, mr anara 
knows the details too. I 
have evidence to support 
w h a t e v e r  c l a i m  o r 
allegation I am making, let 
a panel visit isuaniocha 
without being controlled by 
t h e  h o m e l a n d 
commissioner. 

Comrade Onyeagolu 
said that contrary to the 
r e l e a s e  b y  t h e 
commissioner on why 
other people are not talking 
in the community, the 
silence is because anyone 
that talks risk being killed, 
attacked or their property 
destroyed as they continue 
to take people to Achalla 
community to go and swear 
that they will not talk or 
engage them in all their evil 

activities. 
I  h av e  t h e  w h o l e 

evidence, government have 
a way of  finding out the 
truth if  they want, let them 
come to my town and ask 
around, when you talk they 
destroy your property, a lot 
o f  p e o p l e  h ave  b e e n 
swearing. Let government 
collect gun from those 
rascals and see if  my people 
will not open up and talk. 
We are talking because we 
wa n t  o u r  c o m mu n i t y 
l i b e r a t e d .  E ve r y b o dy 
knows the entire truth even 
indigenes also know all 
these things I'm saying.” 

I am pleading with 
Governor Soludo to set up 
an independent panel to 
look  in to  I suan iocha 
mat t e r,  i f  me  o r  any 
member of  my family is 
found guilty, let it be made 
known to  the  pub l i c, 
bringing a lasting peace to 
my town will no doubt 
b r i n g  a b o u t  r a p i d 
development in the town 
a n d  A w k a  N o r t h  i n 
general.

Anambra community crisis:
I was removed because of refusal to
sell Isuaniocha School - Former PG,
Onyeagolu
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

PUBLIC NOTICE
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By ISE-Oluwa Ige

About the noon of  June 27, 
2022, news broke that the number 
one judicial officer in the country 
and 16th CJN, Justice Muham-
mad had resigned his office. 

He had cited health as sole 
ground.

The news, indeed, came as a 
surprise to many stakeholders 
including top lawyers, politicians 
and technocrats.

Although, studies have shown 
that from age 50, there is indeed 
the tendency to lose muscle at a 
faster rate, physical strength get-
ting weaker, while one is more 
vulnerable to some health chal-
lenges, many still doubted if  ill-
health was the principal ground 
for his decision.  

CJN’s resignation
Indeed, top sources in the judi-

ciary had however told Vanguard 
hours after his resignation that the 
Chief  Justice himself  (as he then 
was) did not plan to throw in the 
towel, the reason his family mem-
bers and support staff  were them-
selves confused when the news 
broke, calling others in the corri-
dors of  power to confirm if  it was 
not another fake news in town.

It would be recalled that Van-
guard had less than two weeks ago 
broke the news that 14 justices of  
the Supreme Court had planned 
to confront the Chief  Justice Mo-
hammed over his style of  admin-
istration which they claimed had 
no regard for their welfare. As re-
ported, they eventually did!

The development was however 
the climax of  a simmering crisis 
that has been on since last year, 
and their Lordships, after being 
pushed to the wall with no solu-
tion in sight, decided to write a 
formal memo to the CJN. All the 
allegations soon found their way 
to the media.

In the internal memo jointly 
signed by the 14 justices of  the 
court, they complained of  non-re-
placement of  poor vehicles; ac-
commodation problems; lack 
of  drugs at the Supreme Court 
clinic; epileptic electricity supply 
to the Supreme Court premises; 
increase in electricity tariff; no 
increase in the allowances for 
diesel; lack of  Internet services 
to residences and chambers and 
poor take-home pay that could no 
longer take them half  way.

The memo which read in part 
said: “At the meeting, Your Lord-
ship agreed that welfare commit-
tee be constituted to compile and 
forward our demands. On March 
24, 2022, the welfare committee 
submitted to Your Lordship re-
quest for review of  electricity al-
lowance because of  the increase 
in electricity tariff  nationwide.

“The welfare Committee also 
submitted our request for diesel 
allowance, because of  the epilep-

Dissecting Chief Justice Mohammad’s 
resignation, logic and expectations

tic electricity supply, the astro-
nomical hike in the price of  diesel 
and the fact that justices require 
electricity to work at home. The 
Committee also requested for the 
restoration of  our monthly Inter-
net allowance, because we require 
uninterrupted Internet service in 
order to have access to materials 
online to write our judgments. 
Your Lordship received and ig-
nored these demands since March 
24, 2022.

“At the Justices meeting, we in-
timated your Lordship that some 
Justices sworn on November 6, 
2020, were yet to be accommo-
dated by the court. Your Lordship 
promised to take up the issue that 
day. To date, Your Lordship has 
not taken any step in this direc-
tion.

“With regard to Justice’s vehi-
cles, several are due for replace-
ment, while the new Justices have 
not received their full complement 
of  vehicles to date. Moreover, 
some of  the vehicles supplied to 
the Justices are either refurbished 
or substandard. Your Lordship 
has not taken steps to address this 
problem.

“The state of  health care in the 
court has deteriorated; the Su-
preme Court clinic has become 
a mere consulting clinic. Drugs 
are not available to treat minor 
ailments. There is general lack of  
concern for Justices who require 
immediate or emergency medical 
intervention.

“Your Lordship has not ad-
dressed the issue of  our rules 
court. The Rules of  Court are the 
immediate tools employed by Jus-
tices to dispense justice to court 
users.

“Your Lordship has kept the 
amended Rules of  Court for al-
most three years now, awaiting 
your signature. We strongly be-
lieve the new rules will aid speedy 
dispensation of  Justice.

“Recently, the Chief  Registrar 
served justices with an internal 
memo, that electricity would be 
supplied to the court between the 
hours of  8am and 4pm daily, for 
lack of  diesel. The implication of  
this memo is that the justices must 
finish their work and close before 
4pm.

” Your Lordship with all due 
respect, this is the peak of  the de-
generation of  the Court; it is the 
height of  decadence, and clear 
evidence of  the absence of  pro-
bity and moral rectitude. Your 
Lordship, this act alone portends 
imminent danger to the survival 
of  this Court and the Judiciary as 
an institution, which is gradually 
drifting to extinction. 

The Judiciary is an arm of  Gov-
ernment.

“The Supreme Court of  Nige-
ria, just like the Presidential Villa 
and the National Assembly, is the 
seat of  the Judiciary as an arm of  
government. The implication of  

Tanko Muhammad, ex-CJN.

the memo is that this arm of  Gov-
ernment is potentially shut down. 
May God never allow that day.

“Your Lordship, this is a wake-
up call. Your Lordship must take 
full responsibility as our leader. 
You must not concession your 
responsibility to people who have 
no responsibility or stake in pre-
serving and defending the dignity 
of  the Institution. Your Lordship 
occupies a position of  leadership. 
We will not wait for the total col-
lapse of  the institution.

“We must not abandon our re-
sponsibility to call Your lordship 
to order in the face of  these sad 
developments that threaten our 
survival as an institution. We have 
done our utmost best to send a 
wakeup call to Your Lordship. A 
stitch in time saves nine.

“Finally, Your Lordship the 
choice is now yours. It is either 
you quickly and swiftly take re-
sponsibility and address these 
burning issues or we will be com-
pelled to take further steps imme-
diately. May this day never come.”

Justice Mohammad replies 
brother justices

Many Nigerians, to say the 
least, were scandalized when the 
memo hit the social media. They 
could not believe that the nation’s 
temple of  Justice could be tainted 
with allegations of  mal-adminis-
tration with a tinge of  corruption 
allegations.

However, the nation was not 
kept in suspense for long as the 

CJN, through his media aide, 
Ahuraka Yusuf  Isah, gave a de-
tailed response to the memo from 
the Justices which social and con-
ventional media feasted upon for 
days.

The CJN said he had managed 
the resources at the disposal of  the 
apex court judiciously and that 
there was nothing to hide.

The statement read in part: 
“The Chief  Justice of  Nigeria, 
Justice Ibrahim Mohammad 
would wish to confirm receipt of  
a letter written and addressed to 
him by his brother Justices of  the 
Supreme Court Bench. Judges in 
all climes are to be seen and not 
heard, and that informed why the 
CJN refrained from joining issues 
until a letter, said to be personal, 
is spreading across the length and 
breadth of  the society. 

This was akin to dancing naked 
at the market square by us with 
the ripple effect of  the said letter.

“The Supreme Court definitely 
does not exist outside its environ-
ment – it is also affected by the 
economic and socio-political cli-
mate prevailing in the country.

Besides that, the apex court has, 
to a larger extent, been living up 
to its constitutional responsibility. 
When a budget is made, it con-
tains two sides, that’s the recur-
rent and the capital, yet the two 
are broken down into items.

The Federal Government re-
leases the budget based on the 
budget components. And it’s an 

offence to spend the money meant 
for one item for another.

“The accusation so far, in sum-
mary, is that more or all ought to 
have been done and not that noth-
ing has been done; which is utopi-
an in the contemporary condition 
of  our country.

“Before eight new Justices were 
appointed in 2020 onto the apex 
court bench, there was no ad-
ditional budget to provide new 
chambers with equipped library, 
legal assistance, residential ac-
commodations, and logistics for 
them.

“The Apex Court has to make 
do with the resources at its dispos-
al to meet their needs over time. 
All the Justices of  this Court have 
at least a legal assistant, except 
some may opt for more.

Justice Mohammad’s explana-
tion fuels S’Court justices’ anger

The response from the CJN 
which was meant to douse the ten-
sion at the apex bench appeared to 
have heightened the conflagration 
as he accused them of  leaking the 
memorandum to the public there-
by decided to dance naked in the 
market square instead of  massag-
ing their egos.

Although he held a couple of  
meetings with his brother justices 
after the memo, the situation ap-
peared worse while stakeholders 
including the Body of  Benchers 
and Senate Committee on Judici-
ary intervened by setting up sepa-
rate panels to probe the allegations 
and resolve the matter once and 
for all. 

Logic of  Justice Mohammad’s 
resignation

The embattled CJN, Justice 
Mohammad, who was said to be 
battling some health challenges 
was no doubt rattled by the al-
tercations between him and his 
brother justices.

He had thought that the matter 
would be handled internally but 
the leakage of  the memorandum 
to the media festered the crisis.

According to a top lawyer, Mr 
Abiodun Owonikoko, “For that 
high office, events of  the last few 
months will unsettle anybody that 
has integrity regardless of  what 
might have actually happened. 
So, he has, by throwing the towel 
at this time, in a way, rescued the 
total image of  that institution (the 
Supreme Court). 

“It shows that for people of  
honour, whenever their integrity 
is challenged or questioned, they 
will do what is right and put the 
institution above their personal in-
terest. I hope other public officers 
of  high standing like the CJN in 
other arms of  government when 
the occasion calls for it, will have 
the respect for due process and in-
stitutional integrity.

” There is no doubt that what 
has happened is not tidy which 

Continues on pg. 10
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Dissecting Chief Justice Mohammad’s resignation 
got to a point that all justices put 
the weight of  their collective dis-
pleasure across to the head of  
the court. Hopefully, whoever is 
coming either as substantive or in 
acting capacity would have learnt 
one or two lessons especially all 
of  them who collectively cried out 
for a change,” he added.

Besides, the memorandum hav-
ing leaked, has become a subject 
of  probe by the National Judicial 
Council (NJC) headed by him. 

Vanguard reports that a couple 
of  former justices of  the Supreme 
Court including Justice Mu-
hammad Lawal Uwais, Justice 
Aloysius Katsina-Alu and Jus-
tice Nkanu Onnoghen, including 
himself(Tanko J.) as acting Chief  
Justice had appeared before the 
Council at separate times and the 
outcomes were disastrous for the 
Supreme Court institution.

It was clear that there was sense 
in his decision because delaying 
the step he took would definitely 
have further damaged his integrity 
and the institution he represents.

There were also indications that 
the Presidency was interested in 
changing the leadership of  the 
judiciary as it did in 2019 ahead 
of  the general election for the pur-
pose of  being in firm control of  
situation.

Top sources at the Presidency 
told Vanguard that Justice Tanko 
was forced to sign the already pre-
pared resignation letter honoura-
bly with a promise to be conferred 
with the second highest national 
honour or be given Justice On-
noghen treatment. The Chief  Jus-
tice of  Nigeria as he then was had 
no option under the circumstance 
other than to append his signature 
to the document andbid the judi-
ciary bye.

The moments he tendered the 
letter, President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, unlike his style, did not waste 
time to swear in the next most 
senior justice, Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola, as the acting CJN at the 
Council Chambers of  the State 
House, Abuja.

Stakeholders’ expectations on 
the handling of  the S’Court crisis

However, notwithstanding the 
fact that Justice Mohammad 
caught many unaware with his 
resignation on the ground of  ill 
health, only few had sympathy for 
him while others felt that he must 
not be allowed to rest peacefully 
until he has accounted for all the 
budgets he supervised their imple-
mentationas the chief  accounting 
officer of  the court.

Specifically, Senior Advocates 
of  Nigeria, lawyers, civil right 
groups and some branches of  the 
Nigerian Bar Association began to 
call for the probe of  the erstwhile 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria, Ibrahim 
Muhammad.

For instance, a respected silk, 
Rasheed Adegoke, SAN, advised 
that the former CJN should be 
investigated to set the records 
straight.

“If  we want to set things right, 
there’s nothing that says that he 
should not be probed. If  there 
had been allegations of  misdeeds 
under his administration, the es-
sence of  the probe is to ensure 
that the records are even clean so 
that people will know what actu-
ally transpired.

Another senior lawyer and son 
of  a former Justice of  the Supreme 
Court, Mr. Emmanuel Ogebe,  in 
a statement, accused the former 
CJN of  doing only the bidding of  
President Buhari.

He urged the acting CJN, Jus-
tice Ariwoola to immediately ap-
point an Independent Counsel to 
investigate the Supreme Court’s 
finances pursuant to his powers 
under the ICPC Act.

Also, a Law scholar and con-
sultant to the Supreme Court of  
Nigeria, Dr Ola Olatawura who 
commented hours before Justice 
Mohammad resigned, said Justice 
Mohammad had actually  turned 
the office of  the CJN to personal 
fiefdoms, working with a cabal of  
corrupt bureaucrats and agents. 

He said the allegations against 
the CJN by his brother justices 
were weighty and should not be 
swept under the carpet.

“There should be an investiga-
tion by a neutral and independ-
ent body. It is an opportunity for 
cleaning the Augean stable. The 
ICPC and Code of  Conduct Bu-
reau should lead as the investiga-
tion of  the claims border on abuse 
of  office, corruption, and misap-
propriation. Body if  Benchers 
should keep off.

He said if  the allegations against 
the CJN were found to be false, all 
justices involved in the allegations 
should be retired for bringing the 
SCN to disrepute. 

Olatawura said It was wrong 
for instance for Justice Tanko’s 
administration to have appointed 
Justices without ready and availa-
ble accommodation. 

“In fact this is an NJC condition 
for appointing state HIgh Court  
judges. The situation creates av-
enues for corruption by SCN bu-
reaucracy,” he said.

Having said that, I must say that 
“the complaints by the 14 justices 
are more the result of  envy than a 
noble concern for probity and ex-
cellence in the court. 

“Justices and judges are suffi-
ciently remunerated and taken 
care of, although some things can 
still be added. Their condition is 
10x better than justices of  the 70s 
and 80s. However their standard 
of  performance is well below par, 
particularly when compared to 
the old justices.

“Our SC case law is now replete 
with errors, low and muddled 
depth of  jurisprudence, lack of  
scholarly analysis, and counter – 
productive decisions.

To improve the quality of  judg-
ments, and therefore justice, at 
least two measures should be tak-
en: 

1. Amicus Curia role and 
officers should be introduced 

Ariwoola, Acting CJN.

and standardized in the Supreme 
Court. An Advocate General Of-
fice  should be set up to manage, 
consider, and participate in all 
public and constitutional law liti-
gation.

2. 
b) Standards. of  legal assistants 

employment should be reassesed. 
There should be evidence of  a 
strong research capacity with a 
minimum number of  publications 
spread across reputable journals 
in constitutional law, public law, 
business law and international 
law.  

“Particularly with their large 
number now, we now need Dep-
uty CJN 1 and 2 with powers and 
functions. They have refused to 
follow suggestions for modernisa-
tion. About 4 of  them have clearly 
destroyed the legacies of  the old  
SCN to enrich their families, em-
power their sects, and repress new 
talents and visions. 

An erudite Prof. Samson Eru-
go, SAN, also was of  the view that 
the latest developments in the ju-
diciary called for sober reflection, 
adding that an investigation into 
the situation was not out of  place.

Also contributing, the Chair-
man of  Council of  Legal Edu-
cation and member of  the inner 
bar, Chief  Emeka Ngige, SAN, 
described the CJN’s resignation 
as a welcome development even 
as he added that the Auditor-Gen-
eral of  the Federation should dis-
charge his responsibility.

Chairman of  the Nigerian Bar 
Association, Makurdi branch, 
Maimuna Ikwulono, said the alle-
gations against the retired Justice 
should be investigated “so as to 
help administration of  justice.”

 Also, the Chairman of  the Ilaro 

branch of  the NBA  in  Ogun State, 
Talabi Oluwantonwo, expressed 
shock at the speedy manner the 
executive accepted the resignation 
letter of  the CJN without probing 
him on the allegation.

“They should probe him first 
before accepting his letter of  resig-
nation instead of  giving him a na-
tional award.”

The Chairman, Centre for An-
ti-corruption and Open Leader-
ship, Debo Adeniran, also stated 
that the former CJN should be 
probed.

“It is a good thing he honoura-
bly resigned and didn’t allow him-
self  to be thrown out like Onnogh-
en but then, apart from the NJC, 
the Body of  Bencher, the anti-graft 
agencies should do their separate 
jobs on him and at the end of  the 
day, he should be given adequate 
punishment, if  found guilty. This 
is necessary to serve as deterrent 
for others,” he submitted.

 Also, a former Secretary of  the 
NBA, Asaba branch, AF Bride-
bra, joined others to demand for 
an investigation of  the Supreme 
Court under Muhammad.

 “If  there is any place we need 
transparency, it is the judiciary. 
The man (Muhammad) should be 
probed.

 “The man was rumoured to 
have been involved in corrupt ac-
tivities, so he should be probed. 
Not only him but it should be ex-
tended to all Supreme Court judg-
es and NBA.

 “The judiciary, as far as I’m 
concerned, is dying. Every state 
judge needs to be investigated; this 
is the beginning of  the End-SARS 
revolution in the judiciary.”

 The Chairman of  the NBA 
Section on Public Interest and 

Development Law, Dr Monday 
Ubani, said, “Resignation does 
not stop investigation, if  they so 
desire. One is that there must be 
the desire to look at the allegations 
raised by his colleagues, especially 
on issues of  mismanagement of  
resources.

Meanwhile, the NBA Chair-
man, Port Harcourt branch, 
Prince Nyekwere,  said the al -
legations of  corruption levelled 
against the retired CJN remain to 
be proved.

In her reaction, the Director of  
the Centre for Democracy and 
Development, Mrs. Idayat Has-
san, said the centre would go be-
yond calling for just probes.

The Convener, Human Right 
Writers Association of  Nigeria, 
Emmanuel Onwubiko, noted that 
no Nigerian should be above the 
law and hence, the allegations 
against the former CJN should 
not be swept under the carpet.

A former President of  the NBA, 
Mr OCJ Okocha, SAN, in a tele-
phone chat,  said Justice Moham-
mad’s resignation was very sur-
prising to him.

“However, my take is that those 
allegations against him are very 
weighty and the NJC will look 
into it. This kind of  thing (allega-
tions by the 14 Justices) has never 
happened in the entire years of  my 
practice as a lawyer since 1978, 
over 46 years ago. I think they are 
weighty allegations that should be 
investigated using the due process 
of  the machinery put in place by 
the Constitution. That is to say the 
NJC. That is the only body that is 
empowered by the Constitution to 
look into any allegation of  finan-
cial mismanagement as you said 
or as we have heard; misconduct 
as alleged against the CJN as he 
then was.

“The allegations are still there. 
They have to be investigated so 
that we can move forward. The 
allegations can’t just stand in the 
air,” he added.

In an opinion article by a for-
mer presidential spokesperson, 
Reuben Abati, he said “Justice 
Ariwoola who has now taken 
over the mantle of  leadership at 
the Supreme Court has his job 
cut out for him. The first thing 
is to rebuild morale within the 
judiciary, starting from the apex 
court. The second is to dispel the 
clouds left behind by his predeces-
sor with regard to funds manage-
ment and welfare. The third is to 
do everything to raise the profile 
and integrity of  the judiciary. He 
has the lessons of  history behind 
him, and the experience of  his two 
immediate predecessors and their 
circumstances.

President of  the NBA, Mr. Olu-
mide Akpata, in a statement also 
welcomed the appointment of  
Justice Ariwoola and pledged its 
readiness to work together with 
His Lordship and the judiciary in 
cleansing the Augean Stable and 
addressing the ills that have con-
tinued to plague not just the judici-
ary but the entire legal profession.

Cont’d from Pg. 9
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Ukraine: Russia pulls back forces 
from Snake Island  
R

ussia said the move was 
a “goodwill gesture” 
to allow the export of  
Ukrainian agricultur-

al products. Meanwhile, fighting 
intensified in Lysychansk, in the 
Donbas region. DW has the latest.

Ukraine cuts ties with Syria over 
Luhansk and Donetsk recognition 
Amnesty report says Russia com-
mitted ‘war crime’ with Mariupol 
theater strike Russia says it would 
respond in kind to future NATO 
troop deployments in Finland and 
Sweden

The Russian military says its has 
withdrawn its troops from Snake 
Island, an island belonging to 
Ukraine located in the Black Sea.

Sweden will send more anti-tank 
weaponry to Ukraine, Sweden’s 
Defense Ministry said on Thurs-
day. The arms package is valued 
at around 500 million Swedish 
crowns ($49 million, €47 million), 
the ministry said.

A ship carrying 7,000 metric 
tons of  grain has left Ukraine’s oc-
cupied port of  Berdyansk, the re-
gion’s Russia-appointed top official 
said on Thursday.

It is the first grain shipment since 
the conflict began on February 24.

“After numerous months of  de-
lay, the first merchant ship has left 
the Berdyansk commercial port, 
7,000 tonnes of  grain are heading 
toward friendly countries,” Evgeny 
Balitsky, the head of  the pro-Russia 
administration, said on Telegram.

Russia’s Black Sea ships “are en-
suring the security” of  the vessel 
during its journey, he said, adding 
that the Ukrainian port had been 
de-mined.

Russia is trying to blockade Ly-

sychansk, the last part of  the east-
ern Luhansk region that is still un-
der Kyiv’s control, the Ukrainian 
military said Thursday.

The Ukrainian General Staff  
said attacks were centered around 
the oil refinery in the city.

British intelligence has also 
picked up on the fighting in Ly-
sychansk, saying that “current 
ground combat is likely focused 
around the oil refinery, located 10 
kilometers (6.2 miles) south-west 

Hundreds of civilians sought shelter in the Mariupol theater amid Russia’s siege of the port city.

Foreign News  

F
ormula 1 says comments 
by the sport’s former 
boss, Bernie Ecclestone 
on Vladimir Putin and 

racism are in “stark contrast” to 
“modern values”.

On Thursday, Ecclestone said 
he would “take a bullet” for Rus-
sia’s president.

The 91-year-old, who was re-
moved as chief  executive when 
US group Liberty Media bought 
F1 in 2017, added that the Rus-
sian president’s war in Ukraine 
“wasn’t intentional”.

He also said Lewis Hamilton 
should have “brushed aside” rac-
ist comments.

“The comments made by 
Bernie Ecclestone are his per-
sonal views and are in very stark 
contrast to the position of  the 
modern values of  our sport,” a 
statement from F1 read.

Ecclestone built up a relation-
ship with Putin when they were 
establishing the Russian Grand 

of  the city.”
“Fighting is going on all the time. 

The Russians are constantly on 
the offensive. There is no let-up,” 
regional Governor Serhiy Haidai 
told Ukrainian television. “Abso-
lutely everything is being shelled.”

Haidi added that Moscow “have 
thrown practically all their forces to 
seize the city.”

Rights group Amnesty Interna-
tional released a report on Thurs-
day into the devastating airstrike on 

a theater in the besieged Ukrainian 
port city of  Mariupol.

The report gathered evidence 
that suggests Russia deliberately 
targeted the theater where civilians 
were sheltering on March 16 - in 
what amounts to a “war crime.”

“Until now, we were speaking 
about an alleged war crime. Now 
we can clearly say it was one, com-
mitted by the Russian armed forc-
es,” Oksana Pokalchuk, head of  
Amnesty’s Ukraine branch, told 

news agency AFP.
The report used statements from 

52 survivors and witnesses about 
the airstrike, and had experts ex-
amine photos, videos and satellite 
images of  the scene.

They determined that the sky 
was clear enough for a pilot to 
see the word “children” written 
in large Cyrillic letters on the front 
and back of  the building.

Weapons analysts determined 
that two 500 kilogram bombs 
dropped from a Russian jet were 
most likely behind the strike.

Amnesty said the evidence dis-
credits Russia’s claims that the 
theater was hit by Ukrainian troops 
in a false-flag attack.

City officials estimated around 
300 people were killed in the strike, 
but the report suggested that the 
toll was not as high, as some wit-
nesses said the building had emp-
tied due to evacuations in the days 
prior to the attack.

NATO members branded Russia 
as the most “direct threat” to the 
transatlantic military alliance’s se-
curity over its invasion of  Ukraine.

The announcement came amid 
a NATO summit in Madrid on 
Wednesday, where Finland and 
Sweden were officially offered 
membership.

In reaction, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said Moscow 
would respond in kind if  NATO 
deployed troops in the Scandina-
vian countries. Meanwhile, fight-
ing intensified in the eastern Lu-
hansk region as well as in southern 
Ukraine. Several missiles struck 
the city of  Mykolaiv, a river port 
located off  the Black Sea.

Ukraine also carried out its big-
gest prisoner of  war exchange, se-
curing the release of  144 soldiers. 

Prix, which made its debut in the 
Black Sea resort of  Sochi in 2014.

In 2016, Ecclestone was criti-
cised for saying Putin was “the 
guy who should run Europe”, 
and he has become notorious for 
making provocative, outdated 
comments about social and polit-
ical matters.

Several senior figures in F1 
have told BBC Sport they believe 
Ecclestone is performing some 
form of  informal advisory role to 
the president of  the FIA - motor-
sport’s governing body - Moham-
med ben Sulayem.

But an FIA spokesman said: 
“The two of  them know each 
other, but there is no advising go-
ing on and hasn’t been since he 
became president, and as far as I 
know before that.

“There is no association there 
and no informal or formal advis-
ing.”

In Thursday’s interview with 
ITV’s Good Morning Britain, 

Ecclestone said: “What [Putin is] 
doing is something he believes is 
the right thing he’s doing for Rus-
sia.”

When it was put to him that 
he could not justify the actions 
of  Putin and the deaths of  thou-
sands of  people, he answered: “I 
don’t. It wasn’t intentional.”

He said he had not spoken to 
the Russian president since the in-
vasion was launched in February, 
but added: “I’m absolutely sure 
he now wishes he didn’t start this 
whole business, but it didn’t start 
as a war.”

Ecclestone also criticised 
Ukraine’s President, Volodymyr 
Zelensky, saying he could have 
stopped the war by negotiating 
with Putin.

Putin ordered the invasion of  
Ukraine in February, and the 
action was widely condemned 
by the international community. 
Many sports banned Russian par-
ticipation in or staging of  events, 

and F1 cancelled the contract for 
the Russian GP.

Ecclestone added that he was 
“not sure” he would have made 
the same decision.

He also commented on three-
time world champion Nelson 
Piquet’s use of  racist language in 
referring to Britain’s Lewis Ham-
ilton.

Hamilton responded to Brazil-
ian Piquet’s remarks by saying 
that “archaic mindsets need to 
change”.

Ecclestone said he was “sur-
prised Lewis hasn’t just brushed it 
aside, or better than that, replied”.

Piquet won two of  his three 
world titles while driving for Ec-
clestone’s Brabham team.

Ecclestone said: “It’s probably 
not appropriate with us but prob-
ably it isn’t something terrible that 
happens if  you said that in Brazil.

“But people say things, and 
people talk about people if  they 
happen to be little bit overweight, 
or a little bit undersized like me. 
I’m quite sure people have made 
remarks about that. If  I’d have 
heard it, I’d have been able to deal 
with it myself  without too much 
trouble.” 
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I
t was a mild drama on 
the floor of  the Senate 
on Wednesday when the 

Senate President, Ahmad 
Lawan, switched off  the 
seat microphone attached to 
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
(APC Imo West).
  Lawan’s action followed 

an attempt by Senator Oko-
rocha to question one of  
the Ministerial nominees, 
Goodluck Nana Opiah, rep-
resenting Imo State.
Countering Okorocha’s 

appeal to question the nom-
inee, the Senate President 
cautioned the Imo West law-
maker against going contra-
ry to the agreement reached 
by the House during the 
Closed-Door session.
Shortly after his screen-

ing, the nominee, now a 
Ministerial Designate, told 
journalists at the National 
Assembly that there was no 
‘bad blood’ between him 
and Senator Okorocha, in-
sisting, however, that the 
former governor meant 
well.
 “There is no bad blood be-

tween me and Senator Oko-
rocha. What happened on 
the floor of  the Senate today 
is an extension of  that kind 
of  rumour.
 “I can tell you that Sena-

tor Rochas Okorocha meant 
well. I think he wanted to 
add his voice to my nomi-
nation.
“I have heard a series of  

telephone conversations 
with him before today. And 

No bad blood between me, Okorocha - Opiah
there is no indication that 
he was going to oppose my 
nomination,” Hon. Opiah 
said.
The minister-designate 

also said that he would 
put all arsenals together to 
make a mark in the Federal 
Executive Council.
 “I will do everything us-

ing the knowledge I had 
garnered both in the private 
and public sectors over the 
years to add my support 
to those of  my colleagues, 
members of  the Federal Ex-
ecutive Council.
 “This is to ensure that we 

move this country forward 
with a view to finding solu-
tions to the problems facing 
our dear country.”
In the short period he 

would have as a minister to 
make a mark, the nominee 
said that “In governance, 
an hour means forever. And 
so if  I have one week, one 
month, or one year I think 
I will put all my arsenals to-
gether to leave a mark wher-
ever I will be.”
Opiah further said that as 

a former member of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
he was happy to be screened 
by the Senate.
 “I feel like being back 

home as a member of  the 
national assembly. I have 
come to meet the old col-
leagues, most of  them staff  
of  the national assembly.
 “I feel overwhelmed by 

the level of  cooperation be-
tween the House of  Repre-

Ikpeazu’s foreign trip with Wike disappointing, 
insensitive - APGA chieftain
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
chieftain of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alli-
ance (APGA), Chief  

Chikwe Udensi has con-
demned the foreign holidays 
trip embarked upon by Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State. He described the holiday 
trip as highly disappointing 
and a show of  insensitivity to 
workers in Abia State.

Udensi made the statement  
in Umuahia in reaction to a 
trending online picture involv-
ing Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
and his Rivers State coun-
terpart,  Wike. In the picture 
which also circulated in some 
national newspapers, the Abia 
State Governor was seen smil-
ing to the camera as they took 
their vacation somewhere in 
Turkey. But reacting to the de-
velopment, APGA chieftain, 
chief  Chikwe Udensi said the 
Governor displayed the high-
est form of  insensitivity to civil 
servants working in some offic-
es in Abia whom Udensi said, 
are owed many months of  sal-
aries arrears.

He added that the Gover-
nor allegedly triggered a wide-
spread outrage in the minds 

of  such workers, and appealed 
to Abia youths to obtain their 
PVCs to vote for only credible 
leaders. His words, “ Medical 
doctors and workers are being 
owed 25 months’ salary ar-
rears and the Nigerian Medical 
Association has directed their 
members in Abia to proceed 
on a strike and the Governor 
is happily cruising in a holiday 
overseas.”

Udensi alleged  that Medical 
doctors in the State’s  teach-
ing hospitals are also owed 25 
months salaries while those in 
hospital management  board 
are being owed 11 months 
unpaid . The APGA chieftain 
then wondered why Gov Ik-
peazu would embark on for-
eign holiday trip with Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers State at a time 
a lot of  things are left allegedly 
not attended to in Abia.

“Our Governor is in Turkey 
with Rivers State Governor, 
Wike enjoying a holiday and 
I saw the way they were hold-
ing hands in the park enjoying 
themselves. I feel like jump-
ing inside the gutter Udensi 
frowned.

The Commissioner for infor-
mation, Dr Eze Chikamnayo 
could not be reached for his 
reaction.

Isukwuato launches vigilante group to tackle crime
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
suikwuato Vigilante 
Group (IVG) has been 
launched at Mbalano,  Isi-

ukwuato LGA of  Abia State 
to tackle criminal activities in 
the local government.

The local security outfit is 
an initiative of  national exec-
utives Isiukwuato Develop-
ment Union aimed at securing 
lives and property of  Isiuk-
wuato indigenes, especially 
at this period of  kidnappings 
and other criminal activities in 
the LGA.

The vigilante group which 

Women in protest to demand removal of Obingwa LGA chairman on Thursday.

is to be headed by Navy Com-
mander Ochiabuto Igbokwe 
(Rtd) was provided with oper-
ational motorcycles to ensure 
effective result while vehicles 
are to be acquired for the 
members of  the security out-
fit, in due course.

Addressing the people of  
Isukwuato, a former military 
Governor of  Cross River 
State, Col Chris Osondu said 
security of  lives and property 
of  Isiukwuato indigenes was 
the responsibility of  every in-
digene, and charged natives 
of  all communities to in Isi-
ukwuato to be vigilant around 
their vicinity.

He expressed the optimism 
that the newly inaugurated se-
curity outfit would ensure that 
Isiukwuato nooks and cran-
nies are protected from evil 
activities of  hoodlums.

Divisional Police Officer, 
(DPO) Isuikwuato Division 
CSP Greg Agbi, represents-
tives of  the Area Command-
ers of  Isuikwuato in the 
Police, DSS, NSCDC and 
Commander of  NDLEA, 
George Ugah were all present 
and in their different speeches 
commended the efforts of  the 
town unions and the leader-
ship of  the IDU for floating 
community based vigilante 
groups.

sentatives and the Senate.
 “What happened earlier in 

the Red Chamber is an in-
dication of  the serious part-
nership between the Green 
and Red chambers.
 “That is very commenda-

ble. We must do everything 
within our powers to en-
courage that partnership 
to continue to happen. It 
should be sustained if  not 
deepened.
 “I’m very happy to be nom-

inated as a minister of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.
 “I thank Mr. President for 

finding me worthy of  this 
nomination,” he said.
Opiah was a former Speak-

er Imo State House of  As-
sembly and former member 
representing Ohaji/Egbe-

ma, Oguta, Oru West in the 
Federal House of  Repre-
sentative.
He is currently the Com-

missioner for Petroleum Re-

sources, Imo.
Others confirmed by the 

Senate included Ikoh Ike-
chukwu; Abia, Umana 
Umana; Akwa-Ibom, Eku-

mankama Nkama; Ebonyi.
Others are Umar El-Yakub; 

Kano, Ademola Adegoroye; 
Ondo and Odum Udi (Riv-
ers).

Tension: Two neighboring communities engage in
gun duel over boundary dispute in Imo

This led to a crossfire battle 
between the two neighbor-
ing communities, resulting to 
horror sounds of  gunshots.

Narrating the ordeal, one of  
the residents of  the commu-
nities, who did not want his 
name in print, told journal-
ists that “on the early hours 
of  Monday, heavily armed 
young men from Ogbor Uvu-
ru community, Aboh Mbaise, 
came in their numbers, invad-
ed a village in our commu-
nity, Umuanum Ohekelem, 
Ngor-Okpala. They attacked 
our people, destroyed many 
houses, properties and crimi-
nally harvested cassava in our 
farms and carted them away”.

He explained that “we 
made official complaint to 
the Police Area Command 
at Uvuru Mbaise. We lat-
er realized that the invasion 
and attack were as a result 
of  boundary dispute between 
Umuanum Ohekelem and 
Ogbor Uvuru”.

He added, “to our great-

est shock, seven days after, 
precisely on the 27th June 
2022, Ogbor Uvuru people 
came again in full force and 
destroyed more houses, prop-
erties, shot at people heart-
lessly who were inflicted with 
degrees of  injuries. It was at 
that point we contacted the 
Police Area Commander 
who came to the scene and 
saw the incidents. Right in 
his presence, more properties 
were destroyed, as their guns 
boomed with horror. The 
Area Commander could not 
do anything. Hence people 
started scampering for safety. 
Many youths of  Ngor-Ok-
pala were shot who are lying 
critically helpless in the hospi-
tal. The community has been 
deserted...”

It took the combined efforts 
of  the Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Security Mat-
ters and the Officers of  Naval 
Base Owerrenta to calm the 
ugly situation. 

When the Police Public Re-

lations Officer in the state was 
contacted, he confirmed the 
incident, stating that the Area 
Commander and DPO of  
Umuneke are working assid-
uously to ensure that peace is 
restored at the communities.

Speaking, the traditional 
ruler of  Ohekelem autono-
mous community, HRH, Eze 
Emmanuel Okere, regretted 
the dispute, calling on govern-
ment to urgently come for the 
demarcation and delineation 
of  the disputed boundary to 
maintain peace, cordiality 
and progress.

Efforts made to hear from 
the traditional ruler of  Ogbor 
Uvuru autonomous commu-
nity, HRH, Eze Adiukuru, 
was unsuccessful as he did 
not pick up calls placed to 
him as at the time of  filing 
this report.

However, it was reliably 
gathered that the bounda-
ry dispute between the two 
neighboring communities 
had lingered for a long time, 
resulting to loss of  lives and 
properties at the areas.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
here is palpable tension 
in Imo State as two 
agrarian neighbouring 

communities of
Umuanum Ohekelem in 

Ngor- Okpala and Ogbor 
Uvuru in Aboh Mbaise Local 
Government Areas engaged 
in a crossfire gun duel over  
boundary dispute.

This brewing boundary dis-
pute has been causing tension 
and fear at the communities 
as residents are seen leaving 
their communities in drones 
to safer climes to evenly se-
cure their lives and some of  
their properties. Many hous-
es and properties are said to 
have been destroyed in the 
raging gun battle.

Reports have it that the fight 
began when youths of  Ogbor 
Uvuru in Aboh Mbaise al-
legedly invaded Umuanum 
Ohekelem community o n 
Monday, destroying houses 
and properties of  residents. 

... Properties destroyed, residents scamper for safety
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Mass movement for Peter Obi giving APC 
PDP sleepless nights - Victor Umeh

27-yr-old man renounces IPOB membership
over killing of father, brother 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
27 year old son, 
Kingsley Amaobi 
Egbujor, has report-

edly renounced his member-
ship of  Indigenous People of  
Biafra, IPOB, over the killing 
of  his father and elder broth-
er who were also members of  
IPOB.

Making this disclosure to 
newsmen in Onitsha, An-
ambra State, Monday, while 
reacting to the every Monday 
sit-at-home in the Southeast 
zone, an uncle to Kingsley, 
Chief  Emeakachie Egbujor, 
recalled that, “my nephew, 
Kingsley Amaobi Egbujor, 
renounced his membership 
of  IPOB because his father 
and elder brother who were 
IPOB members were killed 
by Nigeria security men”.

Giving a graphic account 
of  how they were killed he 
hinted that the son joined 
his father and brother in the 
IPOB struggle to actualize a 
sovereign state of  Biafra and 
stop Fulani terrorists’ inva-
sion of  the South East zone.

“The trio of  father, elder 
brother and Kingsley Amao-
bi Egbujor also participated 
in the Nkpor IPOB protest 
where the Nigerian military 
killed scores of  IPOB mem-
bers on March 29th, 2016.

My brother who is Kings-
ley Amaobi Egbujor’s father 
escaped  to his village in Imo 
State and out of  fear ran 
away from there and not seen 
again until his corpse and 
that of  one of  his associates 
were found in Ekiti State, al-
legedly butchered by Fulani 
terrorists even as some of  his 
associates were killed by the 
military in Nkpor”

He said that, “Kingsley 

Amaobi Egbujor’s elder 
brother and his friends were 
arrested by the Onitsha mil-
itary men and they have not 
returned till today. Kingsley 
was advised to run away by 
his kinsmen and he ran to 
Dubai in February 2017 and 
his mother fell sick (stroke dis-
ease).”

“In 2017 when IPOB was 
proscribed by Federal Gov-
ernment, Kingsley was not 
comfortable because of  his 
mother’s health condition 
and missing elder brother and 
on 10 February 2018 he came 
back and was told that his 
mother had died.

He was advised to leave for 
his dear life to avoid being 
killed as the IPOB proscrip-
tion would be worse for him 
especially as most youths 
were being wanted to be 
killed by military and other 
security operatives”.

“He then thought it wise by 
renouncing IPOB in April 28, 
2018 having lost father, moth-
er and brother in the name 
of  IPOB and started getting 
threats from ESN, the IPOB 
militia and he left for Ghana 
in June 2018 to save his life. 
He however stayed between 
Ghana and Benin Republic 
for a month and again re-

turned to Nigeria.
With the arrest of  IPOB 

leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
by the Federal Government, 
in mid 2021, it showed the 
seriousness to kill proscribed 
IPOB members seen any-
where in Nigeria and as Igbo 
christian he couldn’t stay in 
Northern Nigeria or South-
west where innocent people 
are being massacred daily by 
terrorists Fulani Jihadists”

Consequently, in 2019 he 
fled Nigeria, masquerading 
as a dancer to Latvia that 
was holding International 
dance event where he sought 
political asylum”, Egbujor re-
vealed further.

H
e said,” If  you look at 
the presidential pri-
maries of  the APC 

and the PDP, the Igbo would 
have buried their heads in 
shame if  not for Peter Obi 
and the Labour Party.

”Nigerians of  all shades of  
opinion are rallying around 
Peter Obi. Nigerians must 
show commitment and love. 
What is happening is divine. 
Obi is a hot brand.

“We are urging Nigerians 
to rally round Peter Obi. Pe-
ter Obi stands for the good of  
Nigeria and its citizens. The 
hope Nigerians need is Pe-
ter Obi, even in the midst of  
plenty he cannot waste the re-
sources. “Obi’s movement is a 
revolution that will take Nige-
ria far. He is a role model.”

Umeh, who left APGA to 
clinch the senatorial ticket 
of  the LP, said his exit from 
APGA was the wish of  God, 
adding that his defection of-
fered him the opportunity to 
mend fences with his brother, 
Peter Obi, which had gone 
awry about 10 years ago.

He also pointed out that the 
continued detention of  Kanu 
was the reason for the grow-
ing insecurity in the South-
East.

According to him, both 
genuine and fake agitators are 
claiming to be fighting for the 
IPOB leader, adding that the 
Federal Government should 
adopt proper dialogue with 
IPOB as a mechanism for re-
solving the conflict.

He said,”Dialogue between 
the government and IPOB is 
the only way to resolve the 
problem. I subscribe that this 
government pursues a polit-
ical solution as a way of  re-
solving the insecurity in the 
South-East.

“The Federal Government 
should adopt proper mecha-
nisms in conflict resolution.”

He urged Nigerians to send 
the best of  their representa-
tives to the 10th Senate, stress-
ing, “The future of  Nigeria 
will be discussed in the 10th 
Senate. Everything that will 
make Nigeria work is need-
ed.”

Obingwa LGA Women, youths demand 
removal of council chairman
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

W
omen and youths 
of  Obingwa Local 
Government Area 

on Thursday staged a protest 
demanding the immediate 
removal of  the council chair-
man, Michael Ibe Nwoke for 
abysmal performance.
The protesting women and 

youths said that under Nwoke 
as the LGA Chairman Peace 
has eluded the area, as sever-
al actions capable of  leading 
to youth restiveness that has 
been solved over the past 
seven years are about to race 
their ugly heads again.
They, therefore, pleaded 

with the leaders of  the Ngwa 
nation, especially those from 
Obingwa to ensure that every 
necessary legal process is 
used to ensure Nwoke is re-
moved before he destroys the 
peace they are currently en-
joying. 
The protest which took place 

at the council secretariat in 
Mgboko saw the women 
and youths display placards 
inscribed with write-ups like: 
“Michael Ibe Nwoke as AL-
GON chairman sacked LGA 
workers, local Government 
Chairmanship is not a Ya-
hoo business, resign and go 
back to Yahoo Business” and 
more.  
The Obingwa women lead-

er, Hon. Ijeoma Ngozi said 
that the privilege given to 
Nwoke to direct the affairs 
of  the LGA and coordinate 
the youths has been bastard-
ized with signs of  violence to 
emanate again. In her words, 
“It’s barely five months for 
his tenure to be over and he 
has not done any meaningful 
thing for our people. We don’t 
have an office here as women 
as everywhere have been con-
verted to tricycle confiscation 
centres.
 “Thugs are everywhere seiz-

ing tricycles, collecting N40, 

Governor Soludo (red Akwaete cloth) with his commissioners on transport, homeland security during the interactive 
session with market leaders and transporters in Awka, on Wednesday.

Soludo meets with transport, 
market union executives, 
abolishes collection of govt 
revenue by proxy

T
he Government of  
Anambra State will 
commence implemen-

tation of  a new tax and levy 
regime in Anambra markets, 
roads and parks as from July 
1, 2022.

Governor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo gave the dis-
closure at a one day town 
hall meeting held at Women’s 
Development Center, Awka 
with Transport and Market 
Union Executive Members in 
Anambra State. 

Governor Soludo warned 
anyone posing as a govern-
ment revenue collector in 
any part of  the state, to de-
sist forthwith or face the full 
wrath of  the law, as his ad-
ministration is making frantic 
efforts to stop leakages of  gov-
ernment revenue which usu-
ally end up in private pockets.

Governor Soludo said An-
ambra is an alpha state, he ex-
pressed optimism that in line 
with his campaign promises, 
the state will be peaceful, live-
able and prosperous.

The Governor emphasized 
that Anambra should ideal-
ly be a reference point in all 
ramifications as one of  the 
developed States within the 
federation.

Governor Soludo further 
pointed out that the new tax 
regime has become imper-
ative as the era of  revenue 
generation through the sale of   
crude oil is gradually phasing 
out. He revealed that since 

February this year, no remit-
tance had been done from the 
NNPC into the federation 
account as money acruable 
from the sale of  crude oil is 
gradually dwindling. 

He stressed however that 
henceforth, public parks 
owned by the government 
will be directly managed by 
government, directing that 
caretaker committee mem-
bers in Anambra markets 
are forbidden from collecting 
revenue on behalf  of  govern-
ment.

The Governor pleaded with 
those who will be affected by 
the new system to consider 
the larger picture of  making 
Anambra succeed for the 
greater good of  the people. 
He however quickly offered to 
provide alternatives for them.

Governor Soludo called on 
the different unions to mobi-
lize their members for action, 
stating that his administration 
will not hesitate to enforce the 
new directive for the general 
well-being of  the state econ-
omy.

According to the Commis-
sioner for Transportation, 
Barrister Pat Igwebuike, who 
also addressed the gathering, 
said Governor Soludo is com-
mitted to the cause of  road 
transporters. She asked them 
to join hands with the Soludo 
government to salvage the al-
ready battered system which 
has gross adverse effects on 
the state economy.

000 from all of  them. All we 
see every day are thugs and 
all sorts of  bad people with 
no meaningful development. 
We’re tired of  watching our 

children be used for violence. 
Since Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu took over, Obingwa 
has been very peaceful.
 “It’s unfortunate that now, 

the chairman is regrouping 
such youths that could cause 
problems for us. We don’t 
want it again. We don’t want 
anything that will arm our 
children and lead them to 
their untimely deaths. 
This is why we’re calling for 

him to be removed before it 
gets out of  hand.” Christian 
Nwachukwu, the youth lead-
er of  Obingwa said that the 
youths were once hopeful 
that Nwoke will organise the 
LGA, but with occurrences 
on the ground, the youths 
can no longer trust his lead-
ership style and therefore 
calls for his removal. 



he cast of  “Glamour TGirls” hopped on a 
private jet for the 

premiere of  the movie and 
flew from Lagos to Abuja.

When Charles Okpaleke, 
executive producer and CEO 
of  Play Network Studios, is 
in charge of  anything, luxury 
is assured. 

T h e  c a s t  m e m b e r s 
showed up in Abuja looking 
stylish and giving us airport 
style inspiration. Here is how 

apper, Abdulrasheed RB e l l o  p o p u l a r ly 
known as JJC Skillz 

h a s  a n n o u n c e d  h i s 
separation from his wife, 
actress Funke Akindele. 

JJC announced via his 
official Instagram handle on 
Thursday morning stating 
that  his  marr iage with 
Akindele has had issues for 
the last two years. 

He stated that he had to 
move out of  their home three 
months ago after Akindekle 
insisted he did, and had not 
been able to have a sit down 
with her since the Africa 
Magic Viewer 's  Choice 
Awards on May 14. 

H e  w r o t e ,  “ D e a r 
Friends and family, I need to 
let you know that Funke and 
I have separated. While it 
lasted, we shared a lot of  
things together and have 
c r e a t e d  t wo  b e a u t i f u l 
children.

“The last two years have 
been extremely difficult for 
us. I know I have tried my 
best to fix things but I believe 
it is beyond repair now. 
Months ago and at Funke's 
insistence, I moved out of  the 
h o u s e  a n d  a p a r t  f r o m 
AMVCA I have not been 
able to get Funke to sit down 
in an amicable manner to 
discuss the future of  our 
relationship.”

In December 2018, 
Akindele and JJC welcomed 
a set of  twins birthed in the 

United States. The children 
were kept away from the 
media with only their names 
revealed until the rapper's ex-
wife, Mello, who is the 
mother of  his first son 
Benito, shared pictures of  the 
twins on social media. 

JJC noted that they 
were yet to discuss the 
custody of  the children and 
t h e  n ex t  s t e p  i n  t h e i r 
relationship and added that 
he chose to announce the 
separation so that the public 
could know they now lead 
separate lives.

“ I ' m  m a k i n g  t h i s 
announcement so that the 

public is clear that we both 
are pursuing separate lives. 
We still have issues that need 
to be addressed such as the 
custody and wellbeing of  our 
children which is paramount 
as well as business interests 
w h i c h  n e e d  t o  b e 
disentangled but I have no 
doubt that these will be 
resolved one way or the 
other,” he added. 

JJC had been in the 
news earlier in the year after 
Mel lo  accused  h im o f  
physically assaulting their 
son Benito, to which she 
presented court documents 
as proof. 

they looked; 
Sharon Ooja 
Sharon looked so chic in 

a two piece made from cotton 
fabric. Those glasses were 
gorgeous too. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke was chilling in a 

two-piece and a lace corset 
underneath. Being free and 
chic when you travel is 
essential. 

Nse Ikpe-Etim 
Nse stunned in another 

silk two-piece and a crop top. 
Her fringe wig and sunglasses 
were certainly giving prima 
donna. 

Temisan Emmanuel 
Temisan went with a 

bucket hat, round neck shirt 
and a tote bag. Comfort is 
key when traveling in style. 

Lily Afegbai 
Another two-piece for the 

win. What I loved about her 
look was her razor shape 
ponytail. Come through, girl. 
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How the cast of "Glamour Girls" jetted off to Abuja for the premiere 

Funke Akindele, JJC Skills split
after six years of marriage 
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t is not uncommon for Iwomen to have a higher 
s*x dr ive  than their 

partners.
The idea of  a man being 

less interested in sex than his 
partner may sound unusual at 
f i rs t  g lance but  a  l i t t le 
consideration would show 
tha t  i t  i s  r ea l ly  no t  a s 
uncommon as it seems. 

Low libido in men is not 
uncommon. In fact, about 1 

hy lovers who 

Wh a v e  b e e n  a 
couple for a long 

time tend to look like each 
other.

Have you ever wondered 
why old couples look alike so 
much that they could even be 
confused for siblings? Well, 
here's an answer to that, as 
provided by scientists. 

Trying to understand 
what could be responsible for 
t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n , 
psychologist Robert Zajonc 
o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Michigan conducted his 
popular 'Facial Likeness' 
study in 1987 and found that 
couples who have been 
together for as long as 25 
years looked so similar in 
appearance that participants 
in the study did not have any 
trouble pairing them together 
despite having no prior 
knowledge of  their marriage. 

During the study, Zajonc 
a n d  h i s  t e a m  a s k e d 
volunteers to look carefully at 
photographs of  men and 

women and match them 
based on facial similarity. 
The researchers found out 
that couples who'd been 
married for 25 years were 
rightly paired together a lot. 

An explanation for this, 
according to Zajonc, is that 
couples who have been 
together for that long would 
have had a lot of  shared 
experiences that left similar 
lines on faces, and that 
couples would therefore 
begin to look more similar. In 
essence, couples would have 
had a lot of  moments of  
shared laughter, shared 
sadness, and would have 
gone  th rough  a  lo t  o f  
emotions together, which 
leaves the same facial lines on 
them. 

A s  y o u  g r o w  o l d 
together, you tend to adapt 
yourself  and change in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  yo u r 
partner. Your life experiences 
are reflected in your face. 
Couples that have shared a 
happy and joyful life together 

d e v e l o p  m u s c l e s  a n d 
wrinkles related to smiling 
a nd  l a ug h te r,  whe r e a s 
couples that  have been 
unhappy have frowns, anger 
and depression reflected in 
their faces. 

On the other hand... 
In some other cases, 

when partners look alike, it 
could have nothing to do 
with how long they've been 
together. According to a 2010 
report from Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin, 
people tend to be attracted to 
members of  the opposite sex 
who look like them or their 
parents. 

ere are the things Hyou really should 
not be telling that 

your boyfriend or girlfriend 
if  you intend to keep the 
relationship going.

O f  c o u r s e ,  v e r y 
relationship should be built 
on trust; but there's a limit to 
openness and there exist 
things your partner does not 
really need to know. 

In essence, it's OK to cut 
down on openness in a 
relationship from 100% to 
somewhere in the region of  
90% or so. And here's the 
reason: some people really 
just can't handle the truth. It 
does not make them bad 
people or bad partners; 
they're not just wired to be 
calm or stay sane in the face 
of  certain revelations. 

So instead of  risking 
something beautiful over an 
inconsequential detail that'll 
likely not hurt anyone if  
forever locked away in a 
vault, just keep mum and 
continue coasting with the 
love of  your life. 

Here are 7 times when 
it's OK to leave some things 

unsaid; 
1. Your sexual history 
For  rea l ,  not  many 

boyfriends/girlfriends want 
to hear the step by step 
narration and graphic details 
of  how you had sex in a 
bathroom stall at the mall 
w i t h  yo u r  ex  o r  s o m e 
random babe. 

2. Your body count 
As we already discussed 

in detail here, for the ladies, 
only your doctor and/or 
gynecologist deserves this 
information. 

3. That someone at 
work [or anywhere] has a 
crush on you 

Really, this is literally 
o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  f o r 
problems no one wants. 
Here 's  the thing about 
revealing this information – 
you put your partner in a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  h a v e  h i s 
imagina t ion  roam and 
become paranoid. 

4. That you have a crush 
on someone else 

Being genuinely in love 
with a man or woman does 
not magically take away the 
inclination to be attracted or 

to fall in love with other 
people. 

So if  you find yourself  
tripping for some other 
guy/babe, it may be too 
much information for your 
partner. 

5. That you don't like 
their parents 

I'm not sure anyone 
wants to hear her boyfriend 
say he does not like her mum. 
Neither is there any guy who 
would stand for that. 

The only time this may 
be OK is when you no longer 
value the relationship and 
you're willing to let go of  it. 

6. That you snooped 
through their stuff 

Even if  you searched 
and found out that they've 
been loyal and loyal to you, 

s  m o s t  m a r r i e d 

Apeople would tell 
you, the sex is not as 

much or as great as when 
they start dating.

When a new relationship 
begins, there is a lot of  sexual 
energy to dispense. There is a 
curiosity to explore each 
other's bodies and learn 
more about each other. 

The desire is at its peak 
until the law of  diminishing 
marginal utility sets in. The 
law of  diminishing marginal 
u t i l i t y  s t a t e s  t h a t  a s 
consumption increases, 
satisfaction diminishes. 

Why does the frequency 
of sex decrease? 

There are many reasons 
why sex can decline in a 
relationship. 

Work and stress 
Work can get so busy 

many couples can forget to 
make love. Plus, between 
running errands and taking 
care of  kids, sometimes all 
they want is a good night's 
rest. 

Someone has pulled out 
of the relationship 

When a party is no longer 
interested in the relationship, 
sex is off  the table and even 
when it is done, it feels 
different and passionless. 

Unresolved anger and 
resentment 

I f  you ' re  harbour ing 
resentment towards one 
another, you are less likely to 
b e  i n t i m a t e .  O p e n 
communication and letting 
each other know what's gone 

wrong and how both of  you 
can mend the relationship is a 
good first step. 

One person isn't enjoying 
sex 

If  the sex is consistently 
bad, then don't expect that 
your partner to be happy at 
the chance to have sex with 
you. 

Health reasons 
Perhaps one of  you is 

recovering from surgery, is 
sick or just gave birth that can 
bring a pause to your sex life. 

Someone is having an 
affair 

No one likes to admit it, 
but if  your partner is cheating 
on you, the sex might not be 
the same, their attention is 
divided. 

Interestingly, it might also 

mean more frequent sex as 
ove r - c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r 
cheating. 

How to revive the spark 
Talk about why the sex 

isn't good anymore. 
Plan a getaway. Schedule 

time away from the kids and 
work as often as you can. 

Give each other a lot of  
kisses, hugs, hold hands, 
cuddle and touch each other 
as often as possible. 

Have sex even when you 
don't feel like it. Put sex in 
your schedule, once you start 
you would begin to enjoy it 

Deal with whatever issue 
i s  caus ing  d is t r us t  and 
resentment. Don't just talk 
about, work on it. 

keep the good news to 
yourself. 

There really is no way to 
justify snooping through his 
stuff  in the first instance. 
You're going to come off  as 
distrustful and things may 
just go downhill from there. 
Better keep the info to 
yourself. 

7. That you still stalk 
his ex 

Ladies, your boyfriend 
does not need to know that 
you have been stalking his ex 
on social media. You'll come 
off  as insecure and you don't 
need that. 

Same thing goes for 
guys. You really so not want 
to give off  the vibe of  
insecurity. Your babe does 
not need that. 

in 4 men (28 per cent) A 2012 
survey by the International 
Society for Sexual Medicine 
says that one on every four 
men experiences a low sexual 
desire. 

Placed side by side the 
libido of  women, Dr. Irwin 
Goldstein, one of  the study's 
authors and director of  sexual 
m e d i c i n e  a t  A l v a r a d o 
Hospital in San Diego, says 
“nearly 30 per cent of  women 

say they're more interested in 
sex than their male partner.” 

Even though it 's not 
conclusive evidence, this still 
further lends credence to the 
reality that you could really be 
in a relationship with a man 
whose sex drive is nowhere 
near yours. You would be so 
wrong to assume that a man' 
sex drive would be higher 
than yours by default. 

If  you ever get in a 

relationship with someone 
whose libido is lower than 
yours, this is what to expect 
such relationship to feel like: 

You may struggle with 
self  esteem 

“ We  h a v e  a  g r e a t 
relationship, he makes me 
laugh constantly and we're 
pretty much on the same page 
about everything in life. The 
only thing I'm struggling with 
is his lower sex drive. 

“We've spoken about it 
loads and he's promised it's 
just how he is and it's not me, 
but my self-esteem has taken a 
mass ive  knock and I 'm 
finding it hard to believe the 
things he says are true.” 

The above is an excerpt 
from Mariella Forstrup's 
Agony Aunt column of  The 
Guardian UK, and although 
the woman who owns the 
story is British, she's not the 
only woman facing this and 
hers is a relatable story here or 
anywhere. 

The feeling of  being 
u n w a n t e d  a n d  t h e 
questioning of  your sex 
appeal is the exact kind of  
energy that could exist in a 
relationship where your man 
is constantly uninterested in 
p h y s i c a l  i n t i m a c y,  o r 
attending to it as if  it's such 
kind of  chore. 

Tension and resentment 
could be a thing 

Feeling unwanted and 
having pent up sexual tension 
is one of  the things that you 
are likely to deal with when 
your man's libido is below 
yours. 

This obviously opens the 
door to tension, resentment 
and other bitter, toxic forms 
of  energy in the relationship. 

You'll have to ask what 
you really want 

This is a question you'll 
have to ask and determine 
very quickly. Do you want to 
stay in that relationship? Do 
you want to stay right there 
and deal with all the different 
d i m e n s i o n s  t h a t  s u c h 
relationship comes with? The 
earlier you decide this, the 
better for everyone. 

… B e c a u s e  t h e 
temptation to cheat will feel 
heightened 

It won't matter that you 
love this person, and it won't 
also matter that they love you 
back. Having your sexual 
needs unmet or inadequately 
met could really test your 
faithfulness is really difficult 
ways. 

DIY 
Deciding to stay in the 

relationship regardless of  the 
mismatched sexual energy 
you have with a man means 
one or more of  the following: 

- you'll stick with him and 
together seek ways to raise his 
libido levels 

- you've decided to not 
cheat 

- the right amount of  sex 
is a something you are willing 
to give up to be in the 
relationship 

- you are willing and 
ready to engage in a lot of  
DIY orgasms and sexual 
gratification. 
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hile infertility is 

Wusually connected 
to women in many 

Ugandan cultures, research 
shows that there is a greater 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m e n 
experiencing infertility than 
women.

Male infertility is where 
the man is unable to produce 
sperm at all, or the inability to 
produce heal thy sperm. 
Infertility in men can be 
caused by many internal as 
well as external factors.

The following factors can 
cause infertility in men: 

Alcohol 
C o n s u m i n g  e x c e s s 

alcohol can not only affect 

n your pursuit of  a 

Oflat belly, you must 
have tried different 

exercises to successfully get 
rid of  the extra fat around the 
abdominal area. Burning 
belly fat is all about building 
core strength that will not 
only help you get rid of  the 
stubborn fat but improve 
your overall health. Did you 
know you can do so with a 
stability ball? If  you have 
been ignoring the gym ball, 
thinking it can't help you 
burn belly fat, think again! 
Here are 5 gym ball exercises 
that target belly fat.

Gym Ball Exercises For 
Belly Fat

So, if  you are serious 
about shedding the stubborn 
belly fat, then these exercises 
are for you. Focus on these 5 
core exercises the next time 
you hit the gym. 

Elbow Plank 
Kneel on the floor with 

your elbows placed on the 
stability ball in front of  you. 
Now,  extend your  l egs 
straight so that your back is 
straight. You should be 
supporting your body with 
just your feet and elbows in a 
plank position. Hold for a few 
seconds and keep breathing 
out. You can take it up a 
n o t c h  b y  c o m b i n i n g 
mountain climbers with the 

plank. Release in case your 
back starts paining. 

Rollouts 
Kneel on the floor and 

place the stability ball within 
the reach of  your arms. Rest 
your forearms on the ball, 
with your hands in a loose 
fist. Make sure your elbows 
are bent 90 degrees. Your 
back is straight when you do 
this.  Now, roll  the ball 
forward with your hands as 
y o u r  a r m s  a n d  b o d y 
straighten out. Make sure 
your motion is slow and 
controlled. Keep looking 
forward as you extend as far 
as you can. Your chest should 
touch the ball. Hold this 
position for a few seconds. 
Now, reverse the movement 
by bending your elbows to 

roll the ball back to the initial 
position. Your core should be 
tight, and your body should 
be in a straight line. 

Windshield  Wipers 
(Ball Between Legs) 

Lie flat on your back 
with your arms stretched on 
either side and palms on the 
floor. Place the stability ball 
in between your feet and hold 
tight. Now, raise your legs 
slowly towards the ceiling. 
Squeeze the ball tightly so 
that it doesn't fall. Now, lower 
legs to one side as far as you 
can without moving your 
upper body. Slowly, bring it 
back to the centre and repeat 
on the other side. Make sure 
you hold the position on each 
side for a while before you 
return to the centre. Be 

careful as you do this to avoid 
back problems. 

Leg Lift 
Lie on the floor with 

your face towards the ceiling. 
Squeeze the stability ball 
between your ankles. Raise 
your shoulders and head 
slightly off  the floor and keep 
your arms flat on either side. 
Make sure your core is tight, 
squeeze your inner thighs 
and press your ankles into the 
ball. Now, slowly lift the legs 
to a 45-degree angle. You 
should feel some tension 
building up in your core 
while you do this. You can 
also raise your legs to 90 
d e g r e e s  i f  y o u  a r e 
comfortable or don't have a 
backache. Now, lower the 
ball until it gently touches the 
floor and repeat. Don't forget 
to hold the stability ball at the 
top for a few seconds. 

V-Sit Ups 
Just like V-sit ups, begin 

with your back on the floor 
and the stability ball placed in 
between your feet. Now, 
bring the ball up with your 
feet. As you do this, crunch 
your abs, and bring your 
hands to reach the ball. 
Transfer the ball from your 
feet to your hands and lower 
your legs and hands. Now, 
repeat the motion and do at 
least 3 sets of  15 reps. 

consumption does. 
L a c k  o f  s l e e p  o r 

excessive sleeping 
Sleep is associated with 

many bodily activities. It is a 
fundamental part of  the 
proper functioning of  the 
body. It is also associated with 
infertility in men. Researchers 
have pointed out that both 
excess sleep and lack of  sleep 
can impact male fertility. The 
ideal time limit for sleep is 
seven to eight hours every day. 
Research shows that there is a 
42 percent reduction in sperm 
production if  a person sleeps 
more or less than the required 
time. 

Obesity 

Infertility in obese men 
comes as a result of  too much 
bodily heat around the private 
a r e a  d u e  t o  t h e  f a t 
accumulation , causing the 
testicles to experience high 
temperatures regularly. This 
hampers the production of  
sex cells. 

Some medications 
Most people take steroids 

to improve their physical 
appearance and physical 
performance. A particular 
type of  steroid called the 
anabolic steroid is derived 
from sex hormones, i.e., 
testosterone. These hormones 
can negatively impact sperm 
production in men. Lack of  

sperm production can lead to 
infertility or low fertility. 

Pollution 
A i r  p o l l u t i o n  h a s 

numerous adverse effects and 
one of  them is that it can 
impact the motil i ty and 
morphology of  sperms. 

M i c r o wav e - h e a t e d 
plastic 

When you heat a plastic 
c o n t a i n e r ,  i t  r e l e a s e s 
bisphenol (BPA). Bisphenol is 
endocrine disruptor that can 
cause  f luc tuat ions  in  a 
p e r s o n ' s  h o r m o n e s . 
Hormonal changes on the 

ver looked at someone's Eteeth when they smile 
and think to yourself, 

how can her teeth be so white? 
How come mine are yellowish 
and dirty? 

As it turns out, you can 
have perfectly white teeth, and 
no, brushing vigorously won't 
take away the coffee, tobacco or 
beer stains. You can have white 
teeth and have your smile 
improve tremendously. 

Here are home remedies 
that will help you regain baby-
like white teeth: 

Baking Soda: Beauty hack 
for  a lmost  a l l  your  sk in 
problems, but did you know it 
could be used to whiten your 
teeth. It is alkaline and coarse, 
which removes the stain from 
your teeth and keeps bacteria 
away. There is a reason baking 
soda is a critical toothpaste 
ingredient. Mix one teaspoon 
of  baking soda with 2-3 
teaspoons of  water. Take a 
liberal amount and brush your 
teeth with this mixture. To see 
good results repeat this process 
a few times.

Apple Cider Vinegar: 
ACV is known for its many 
beneficial effects on the human 
body but can help brighten 
your smile. ACV has enzymes 
and probiotics, which help to 
kill bacteria and viruses. To 
whiten with ACV, you need 1-2 
teaspoons of  ACV. First, rub it 
on your teeth for one to two 
mins with your finger. Next, 
rinse your mouth by diluting it 
with water to clean the teeth. 
After washing, rinse your 
mouth a couple of  times with 
plain water. However, daily 
u s a g e  i s  n o t  h i g h l y 
recommended as this acid can 
erode the teeth' enamel.

Turmeric Powder Paste: 
Turmeric can help remove 
surface stains on the teeth and 
plaque and make your teeth 
whiter and healthier. Turmeric 
can also be used for home 
dental care. Curcumin in 
turmeric is antibacterial and 
antiinflammatory and thus 
prevents gum infections. It also 
helps in removing plaque. It 
can be used with coconut oil. 
Mix a pinch of  turmeric with 
1/2 teaspoon of  coconut oil. 
Apply on your teeth and leave 

for 5 mins Rinse your mouth 
and thoroughly brush after 
that.

Oil Pulling: Coconut oil 
has amazing effects, and now 
they apply to your smile as 
well. It's an old traditional 
technique, and if  you don't 
mind the taste of  coconut oil, it 
works wonders. Put a spoonful 
of  coconut oil and swish it for 
10 to 15 minutes. Then, spit the 
oil and finish by brushing your 
teeth. Repeat as required daily, 
weekly or monthly; it won't 
hurt. Coconut oil has lauric 
acid, which fights against 
bacteria and works well for 
teeth and gums.

Value of  f lossing and 
b r u s h i n g :  S o m e  t o o t h 
discolouration naturally comes 
with age, and it's mostly a result 
of  the buildup of  plaque. 
R e g u l a r l y  f l o s s i n g  a n d 
brushing can reduce bacteria in 
your mouth by preventing 
plaque buildup, which also 
helps your teeth stay white. In 
addition, flossing removes 
bacteria that lead to plaque, 
and toothpaste gently rubs out 
stains on your teeth.

Hydrogen peroxide: This 
might as well be the king of  this 
list as many people have 
reported the best results after 
using it. Hydrogen peroxide is 
natural bleaching that helps 
change the colour of  the teeth. 
It penetrates inside the teeth 
and removes compounds that 
cause discolouration of  teeth. 
Fo r  h o m e  u s e ,  b u y  3 % 
hydrogen peroxide. Mix 1 part 
of  it with four water pieces and 
swish this mixture for 2-4 
minutes for 15 days.

Orange or Lemon Peels: 
Citrus fruits like lemons and 
oranges may help to whiten the 
teeth. You can also use lemon 
and orange on your teeth. 
However, after applying the 
peels to your teeth, you must 
ensure that you rinse your 
mouth a couple of  times with 
plain water.

Warning: Stay away from 
Charcoal toothpaste. While it 
whitens the teeth, it does more 
harm than good in some cases. 
It corrodes the teeth and makes 
them thin, weak and sensitive. 
For some people, at least. 

other hand can affect male 
fertility. It is better to avoid 
using plastics, especially in the 
microwave. 

Genetic Problems 
There are several genetic 

diseases associated with male 
infertility, but this is a less 
c o m m o n  c a u s e  o f  t h e 
problem. An example is 
Klinefelter syndrome, in 
which the man has an extra X 
chromosome, which leads to a 
deficiency in the production 
of  the hormone testosterone 
a n d  p r e v e n t s  n o r m a l 
spermatogenesis. 

sperm production but also the 
integrity of  sperm DNA. This 
can make the process of  
fertilization difficult and 
decrease the chances of  
forming an embryo. Doctors 
r e c o m m e n d  m o d e r a t e 
consumption at all times. 

Tobacco 
J u s t  l i k e  a l c o h o l , 

smoking too much tobacco 
also affects fertility. Tobacco 
most certainly has many other 
health impacts because of  
which it should be avoided. 
But the impact on male 
fertility could be permanent. 
Tobacco has the same effect 
on the male reproductive 
p r o c e s s  a s  a l c o h o l 

Male infertility more likely than female: Lifestyle choices to avoid

How to lose belly fat using simple gym ball exercises

Stained teeth? Try these
natural home remedies
to whiten them 



s my marriage worth Isaving?

D e a r  O m a ,  m y 
husband and I got into a 
pretty bad argument earlier 
t h i s  w e e k ,  a n d  i n  a 
drunken state, he told me 
to park out of  his house,  I 
was sober and shocked.

In our  near ly  two 
decades of  marriage, we'd 
never had a history of  
being disrespectful to each 
other, and it was obvious 
he had some pent-up anger 
he needed to let out. Since 
that night, we've had a 
couple of  other major 
blowups, including one on 
our wedding anniversary. 
We haven't had sex in two 
months.

About a month ago, he 
told me he didn't love me 
anymore and didn't want 
to work on our marriage. I 
was  devastated,  even 
though I, too, have thought 
about divorce for a few 
years now.

My husband struggles 
with depression and has an 
unhealthy relationship 
with alcohol, and his 
constant pessimism is like 
a rain cloud over me and 
our two sons. Even when 
we are out having fun as a 
family, it feels like he'll 
always find something 
nominal to brood over for 
hours, and it impacts me 
more than I should let it.

Now I'm lost about 
what to do next. I don't 
want to stay in a loveless 
marriage, but I don't want 
my kids to go through the 
pain of  a broken family. 
Every time we talk about 
"us," it is instigated by me, 
as I don't know if  he's 
going to take any action. 
I'm worried about the cost 
of  divorce and starting 
over, and I have a lot of  
shame in not being able to 
make this marriage work.

Recently, I've realized 
my husband has not given 
me the emotional support 
I've needed over time and 
puts pressure on himself  to 
compete with me in my 
successful career rather 
t h a n  s u p p o r t  m e . 
Conversely, he's told me he 
w a n t s  a  p a s s i o n a t e 
physical relationship, and I 
haven't been able to give 
that to him. I can't be 
passionate about someone 
who can't even give me his 
undivided attention when I 
am trying to discuss my 
day. I have explained this 
to him, but I haven't seen 
anything change.

I don't know if  there is 
something to save, but it's 
clear he's not putting in 
effort either way. How do I 

Sometimes your dad won't 
know what to say. / You'll 
be smart, and you'll be 
kind. / You'll use your 
heart, and you'll use your 
mind. / I love you more 
than you'll ever know. / I 
can't wait to see how far 
you'll go." -- Mike

Dear Mike: Thank you 
for  your  l e t t e r.  Your 
c h i l d r e n  s o u n d  ve r y 
fortunate to have a father 
as present and selfless as 
you, thank you for sharing 
your love with your kids

Feeling unprioritized 
Dear Oma: I've been 

seeing this guy for eight 
years. It seemed to be going 
great in the beginning and 
then started slowing down. 
We still go out to dinner 
and shopping. But lately, 
within the last three weeks 
to a month, I'd say, I found 
out that he messaged one 
of  my friends. When I 
questioned him about it, he 
said he was trying to start 
getting stuff  together for a 
surprise birthday party for 
me.

I explained to him she 
was not the one to go to for 
information about friends 
or family, and he said OK, 
apologized to me, and 
supposedly apologized to 
her for writing to her. He 
had said he didn't have 
Facebook, but then I found 
out he has two pages and 
that's how he contacted her 
through Messenger.  I 
discovered from her that 
he's been writing to her 
nonstop, constantly saying 
how much he likes her, that 
he wants to take her out for 
lunch or dinner, and that 
out of  all the millions of  
people in our state, he's 
infatuated with somebody 
in her state, because she's 
in a totally different place.

I tried to confront him, 
but it seems like he fell 
asleep or ignored my 
message because he said 
yes, we can meet and talk, 
but I haven't heard from 
him since. I printed the 
evidence, the little bit that 
my friend sent me, and I 
wrote him a letter about 
how I feel. My question is, 
do you think I would ever 
be able to trust him again? 
And should I give him 
another  chance i f  he 
apologizes, says he will 
never write to her again 
and I see for myself  that 
h e ' s  w r i t t e n  t o  h e r, 
apologizing for messaging 
her all that? -- Stacia

Dear Staci: No, you 
can't trust him again. He 
lacks personal integrity 
and respect for you. As if  

unreciprocated after trying 
to put concrete plans on 
the books, then maybe 
you're right and this isn't 
the relationship for you. 
We all make time for the 
things that matter to us, 
and if  she wants to do so, 
she will. No one deserves 
to be at the bottom of  
someone else's priority list.

Craving Some Quiet
Dear Oma: I recently 

moved in with my sister, 
who is two years older than 
me. We got into a fight 
recently because, while she 
is an extroverted, warm 
and beautiful person, she 
h a s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
personality for me to 
handle.

She is always talking 
a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  a n d 
everything. I snapped at 
her when we were coming 
back from church together 
and she had spent the 
entire  30-minute r ide 
talking nonstop about 
whatever was on her mind.

I'm an introvert and a 
very quiet person who 
doesn't like to be noticed, 
which is probably the 
reason why we get along so 
well most of  the time.

Is there a way I can let 
her know about how this is 
annoying without hurting 
her feelings since she is the 
best person ever? But 
honestly, there was even a 
guy who asked her to keep 
it down since she also talks 
very loudly. Any advice 
will be appreciated.

And thank you so 
much for all the good 
work. -- Ella

move forward? -- Sandra
Dear Sandra: I am 

sorry that you are having 
such a tough time. With 
the help of  a professional 
therapist, you and your 
husband might have more 
clarity on what your next 
step should be.

As for feeling broken, 
t h a t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . 
Separation or divorce is a 
trauma and can take lots of  
therapy and the support of  
friends and family to help. 
You might feel broken 
right now, but once you get 
some clar i ty  on your 
confusion on how to move 
forward, with or without 
your marriage in place, you 
will begin to feel whole 
again and the pieces will 
fall into place.

H i s  " u n h e a l t h y 
relationship with alcohol" 
is no doubt a major source 
of  your problems, and you 
might receive support as 
well as suggestions.

Becoming a father
Dear Oma, when my 

wife was pregnant with our 
first child, I was worried 
that once the baby came, I 
would have tremendous 
difficulty sacrificing my 
time for him.

I was worried that 
when I wanted to watch 
the game, I'd be dragged 
onto the floor to play 
dinosaurs. I was worried 
that I would be bored 
e n d l e s s l y  r e a d i n g 
ch i ldren ' s  book  a f te r 
children's book. I had 
never changed a diaper in 
my life and was worried 
that I would be grossed out 
daily.

Then I met my son, 
a n d  n o n e  o f  t h a t 
happened.

Today,  no  p layof f  
game is more important to 
me than playing with my 
kids. Today, I buy more 
books than my house can 
hold and have read myself  
hoarse. Today, easing my 
kids' discomfort (including 
changing their diapers) is 
my daily goal.

Being a parent is the 
highlight of  my life, and as 
I sang to my first born to 
help him fall asleep to the 
tune  of  "Hush Li t t le 
Baby": "You're the best boy 
in the world. / You'll make 
friends with boys and girls. 
/ I love you more than 
words can say. / My love 
grows each and every day. 
/ You're my guy and I'm 
your man. / You'll do more 
than you think you can. / 
You' l l  make mistakes 
a l o n g  t h e  w a y .  / 

having feelings for and 
pursuing another woman 
isn't bad enough, he is also 
lying to you about it.

An Irish proverb says, 
"When mistrust comes in, 
love goes out." If  your 
relationship doesn't have a 
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t r u s t , 
especially after eight years, 
you have nothing more to 
build upon. Your beau has 
shown you his true colors, 
and you should take them 
at face value.

She is too busy for me 
Dear Oma: What do 

you do when a woman 
claims to love and miss 
you, but you never seem to 
get together? She has a very 
busy schedule but doesn't 
seem to ever have time for 
me. I have explained to her 
exactly how I feel about it, 
but I feel as though my 
sentiments are falling on 
deaf  ears. It seems like the 
only option I have is to let 
the relationship go. What 
do you think? – Dennis

Dear Dennis: If  this is 
a  newer re lat ionship, 
perhaps it's just a matter of  
you and your love interest 
f ind ing  your  g roove. 
Between work, family, 
f r i e n d s  a n d  o t h e r 
responsibilities, it can take 
time for two people to 
figure out how to blend 
their lives together.

Look at your schedule 
and propose a few firm 
dates to meet up with this 
woman. Would morning 
coffee or lunch closer to 
her job work better than 
dinner on the town?

If  your efforts still go 

Dear Ella: Acceptance, 
e x p e c t a t i o n  a n d 
communication will help 
you two. Focus on the 
qualities that make your 
sister "the best person ever" 
while at the same time 
r e s p e c t i n g  yo u r  ow n 
boundar ie s.  There  i s 
nothing wrong with being 
a n  i n t r o v e r t  o r  a n 
extrovert. It's just a matter 
of  understanding each 
other and what the other 
person needs.

A  g r e a t  b o o k  f o r 
e x t r o v e r t s  t o  b e t t e r 
understand introverts is 
called "Quiet" by Susan 
Cain. Maybe the two of  
you could read it together 
and do a little book club 
about it. Then maybe you 
could read a book about 
extroverts. The point is to 
get curious about what she 
needs and for her to get 
curious about what you 
need. That way, you can 
accept the differences in 
each other more easily.

Let her know if  you 
had a long day at work and 
need some quiet time; just 
say that to her in a polite 
way -- that it has nothing to 
do with her stories or 
talking, but it is what you 
need to recharge your 
system. If  she can't do that, 
then maybe you can find 
another ride and recharge 
on the train or bus quietly. 
But the most important 
thing for success is to 
communicate to her that it 
doesn't have anything to do 
with her; it has to do with 
how you need to relax and 
unwind.

Letter to Oma
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U.S. sends Ukraine $1.3bn in
emergency economic aid
T

he Treasury Depart-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced the delivery of  
$1.3 billion in econom-

ic aid to Ukraine, as the United 
States seeks to help the belea-
guered nation respond to the enor-
mous financial impact of  Russia’s 
invasion.

The transferred funds - the first 
of  $7.5 billion in economic aid 
approved by Congress last month 
- comes amid new estimates that 
Ukraine’s economy and infra-
structure have suffered extensive 
damage from the war. Ukraine 
faces a monthly budget deficit of  
$5 billion and has sustained more 
than $100 billion in direct damage 
to its civilian infrastructure alone, 
according to analysts at the Kyiv 
School of  Economics. The World 
Bank previously estimated that 
Ukraine’s economy could con-
tract by as much as 45 percent this 
year.

The $1.3 billion represents more 
than double what the United 
States had previously approved 
through any prior grant of  eco-
nomic assistance to Ukraine, al-
though the Biden administration 
has already devoted billions in 
military assistance to the country 
as well. Treasury aims to disburse 
the fully $7.5 billion in economic 
aid by the end of  September.

“With this delivery of  econom-
ic assistance, we reaffirm our res-
olute commitment to the people 
of  Ukraine as they defend them-
selves against [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin’s war of  aggres-
sion and work to sustain their 
economy,” Treasury Secretary Ja-
net L. Yellen said in a statement. 

“The Treasury Department, to-
gether with the State Department 
and USAID, continues to move 
swiftly to ensure that President 
Biden’s package of  support, ap-
proved by Congress, will reach 
those in need as quickly as possi-
ble.”

Western leaders have pledged 
to support Ukraine economically 
and militarily to resist the inva-
sion, but it is unclear how long 
the political will for providing aid 

U.S President, Biden and Ukrainian President, Zelensky

Indonesia: Jokowi visits Ukraine and Russia
amid global food crisis

I
ndonesian President Joko 
Widodo has said he will try to 
convince the Ukrainian and 
Russian leaders to end the 

war, which has stoked inflation 
as well as caused food and ener-
gy shortages in many developing 
countries.

Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo, better known as Joko-
wi, arrived in Kyiv on Wednes-
day to hold talks with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
becoming the first Asian leader 
to visit the country since Russian 
launched its invasion at the end of  
February.

“The eleven-hour train journey 
from the Polish city of  Przemysl to 
the Ukrainian capital was smooth. 
We arrived at Platform 1 of  Kyiv 
Central Station, around 8:50 lo-
cal time, to be greeted by sever-
al Ukrainian officials,” Jokowi 
tweeted.

Jokowi went straight to the rub-

ble of  an apartment complex in 
Irpin before meeting with Zelen-
skyy, his office said. He was sched-
uled to return to Poland by the 
same train later in the day.

The Indonesian president will 
fly to Moscow afterwards to meet 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Teuku Faizasyah, a spokesper-
son for Indonesia’s Foreign Minis-
try, told DW that Jokowi will meet 
Putin on Thursday, but refused to 
divulge any details regarding the 
meeting’s agenda.

“We understand that the current 
situation is still very, very compli-
cated. The world also understands 
the complexity of  the problem at 
hand,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

Jokowi’s Ukraine and Russia 
trips are taking place after he at-
tended the G7 summit in the Ba-
varian Alps as a guest.

Before leaving Jakarta to attend 
the gathering in Germany, Jokowi 

Foreign News  

to Ukraine will last. The West has 
already endured severe price hikes 
for energy, food and other items 
due to the sanctions imposed on 
Russia since the invasion. Some 
experts have called for the United 
States to lead international allies 
in funding a program to rebuild 
Ukraine similar to the Marshall 
Plan that helped Western Europe 
after World War II. Those efforts 
could cost hundreds of  billions of  
dollars, however, at a time when 

many western nations already 
face high budget deficits.

Still, Ukraine has also clamored 
for more immediate internation-
al aid since the war began, with 
many of  its citizens reporting that 
they can’t find adequate food, 
medicine, gas and other necessi-
ties. 

The U.N. Refugee Agency has 
estimated more than 6 million 
people have fled Ukraine to neigh-
boring regions, and another 8 mil-

lion have been displaced within 
the country. Roughly 12 million 
Ukrainians “are expected to need 
humanitarian assistance,” an in-
crease of  around 9 million since 
the war started, according to the 
U.N. agency. 

Ukrainian Finance Minister 
Sergii Marchenko previously said 
Ukraine spent more than $1 bil-
lion in March alone on assisting 
refugees.

stressed the need to stop the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war and tackle the 
food and energy crises it caused 
worldwide, particularly in low-in-
come and developing countries.

According to a report published 
by the World Food Program in 
June, some 345 million people in 
82 countries are facing acute food 
insecurity due to the skyrocketing 
prices of  food, fuel and fertilizer.

Before the war, Ukraine had also 
been one of  Indonesia’s biggest 
wheat suppliers.

Indonesians, by and large, ap-
pear to support Jokowi’s initiative 
to meet the two leaders. Many 
even expect him to step into the 
role of  mediator.

Hikmahanto Juwana, a profes-
sor of  international law at the Uni-
versity of  Indonesia, says there is 
“a huge expectation” in the South-
east Asian country that Jokowi 
will mediate and bring peace be-
tween Russia and Ukraine.

“It is too much considering the 

complexity of  the war,” he told 
DW.

Lina Alexandra, a senior re-
searcher at the Department of  
International Relations of  the Ja-
karta-based think tank Center for 
Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), echoes a similar view.

Jokowi’s primary goal will be to 
mitigate the impact of  the war on 
the rest of  the world, rather than 
ending the conflict altogether, she 
told DW, noting: “We know that 
most political conflicts cannot be 
resolved quickly.”

“It is more realistic to see the 
leaders discussing issues regarding 
unblocking access to food, fertiliz-
er and energy,” Alexandra said.

“Many countries in our region 
are feeling the impact of  the war. 
There is no wheat, no fertilizer, 
no seeds. I think this will become 
Jokowi’s priority when visiting 
Ukraine and Russia.”

Jokowi, who is serving his sec-
ond and final term, has recently 

taken a more active role in foreign 
affairs. Indonesia is also holding 
the G20’s rotating presidency this 
year and as chair, Jokowi will host 
the grouping’s summit in Bali in 
November.

But some Western nations have 
threatened to boycott the gathering 
if  Putin attends.

To defuse some of  the tension, 
Jakarta has also invited Ukraine to 
join the summit although it is not a 
member of  the G20.

Meanwhile, the Indonesian 
president is one of  six world lead-
ers the United Nations appointed 
as “champions” of  a Global Crisis 
Response Group (GCRG), formed 
to address the threat of  an “un-
precedented wave of  hunger and 
destitution” resulting from the war 
in Ukraine.

Despite Indonesia enjoying 
good relations with both Ukraine 
and Russia, Jokowi’s chances of  
finding common ground between 
Zelenskyy and Putin remain lim-
ited, said Alexandra, who is also 
an expert in international peace-
keeping, human rights and conflict 
resolution.
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Spurs will pay an initial 
£50m with a further £10m in 
add-ons.

Everton were not happy 
with the overall £60m package 
but had to accept that fee for 
the June 30 deadline to ensure 
Frank Lampard has wriggle 
room in the transfer market.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  wa s 

o t t e n h a m  h a v e Tagreed a £60m deal 
with Everton to sign 

Richarlison.
Tottenham offered £40m 

i n  w r i t i n g  a t  4 p m  o n 
Wednesday and Everton 
chairman Bill Kenwright 
initially went away, believing 
the offer was insufficient.

arcelona midfielder, BFrenkie de Jong is 
upset with his agent 

for trying to move him to 
Manchester United.

SPORT says Barça need 
to create room financially to 
strengthen the squad at the 
same time as they attempt to 
r e d u c e  t h e  d e b t .  A s 

igeria Professional 

NFootball League 
outfit, Kano Pillars 

h a v e  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
appointment of  Ibrahim 
Galadima as their new 
acting chairman.

The four-time NPFL 
champions  con f i r med 
Galadima's appointment on 
their official Twitter handle.

“A l h a j i  I b r a h i m 
Galadima is now our new 
C h a i r m a n  a f t e r  t h e 
a p p r o v a l  o f  h i s 
appointment on an interim 
basis by the Kano state 
G o v e r n o r , 
@GovUmarGanduje on 
Wednesday. Alhaji Surajo 
Shuaibu Jambul has since 
b e e n  r e l i e v e d  o f  h i s 
appointment by the State 
Government,” the tweet 
read.

For mer  cha i r man, 
Surajo Shuaibu Jambul, 
was sacked after his recent 
attack on an assistant 
r e f e r e e  d u r i n g  t h e 

rescheduled week 31 match 
b e t w e e n  P i l l a r s  a n d 
Dakkada FC at the Sani 
Abacha Stadium, Kano.

Galadima was a former 
chairman of  the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF).

His immediate task will 
be to help the Sai Masu 
maintain their top-flight 

status.
Pillars are currently 

two points off  the relegation 
zone with three games 
remaining before the end of  
the season.

complicated as  that  i s, 
President Joan Laporta and 
those around him must make 
some big decisions this 
summer.

Manchester United are, 
so far, the only team to have 
shown a real interest in De 
Jong. Coach Erik ten Hag 
wants him to lead his new 

erena Williams brushed 

So f f  a n y  t a l k  o f  
retirement insisting she 

is “motivated” to play at the 
US Open later this year 
d e s p i t e  a  s h a t t e r i n g 
Wimbledon defeat.

“The US Open was the 
place where I won my first 
Slam, i t ' s  super-special . 
There's definitely a lot of  
motivation to get better and 
play at home,” the 40-year-old 
American said.

Williams was speaking 
after losing in her first singles 
match for a year when she 
went down 7-5, 1-6, 7/6 
(10/7) to unseeded Harmony 
Tan, the world number 115, in 
t h e  o p e n i n g  r o u n d  o f  
Wimbledon.

T h e  2 3 - t i m e  m a j o r 
winner, who debuted at the 
All England Club in 1998, 
refused to speculate  on 
whether or not she will be 
back at Wimbledon in 2023.

“I am just playing for right 
now. I'll see how I feel and go 
from there.

“Who knows where I will 
pop up.”

Williams walked onto 
Centre Court for the evening 
match and quickly looked 
rusty. She was broken in her 
first service game.

Williams, far below her 

imperious best and apparently 
lacking fitness, bounced back, 
breaking in the fourth game to 
level at 2-2, buoyed by a 
supportive crowd.

a n t e s  a r e 

Ndemanding €15m 
for their Nigerian 

winger, Moses Simon, who 
is expected to leave the club 
this summer.

Simon is a subject of  
interest from OGC Nice, 
Leeds United, and Brighton 
& Hove Albion.

There were reports that 
OGC Nice had agreed 

personal terms with the 
former Nantes player.

Nice are also willing to 
pay €10m for Simon.

According to L'Equipe, 
Nantes, however, valued 
Simon at €15m.

The pacy winger played 
a key role in the Canaries 
Coupe de France win last 
season.

He scored six goals and 
recorded eight assists in 30 
league appearances for 
Nantes.

The pair swapped further 
breaks but Tan, ranked 115th, 
broke again in the 11th game 
and held her nerve to close out 
the set 7-5.

project at Old Trafford and 
the English club have been 
negotiating a deal with Barça.

T h e  t w o  c l u b s  a r e 
g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  t o  a n 
agreement, but the talks 
won't go anywhere if  the 
player doesn't change his 
mind. And SPORT have 
learned that De Jong is still 
digging his heels in with the 
idea of  staying at Barça. 
R i g h t  n ow,  h e  h a s  n o 
intention of  leaving and has 
transmitted that to both 

illarreal have lined 

Vup Nigerian forward 
Umar Sadiq as a 

replacement for Arnaut 
Danjuma.

According to transfer 
market expert, Fabrizio 
Romano, Danjuma is set to 
join Premier League club, 
West Ham United for about 
€45m.

“ W e s t  H a m  a r e 

progressing in talks with 
Villarreal to sign Danjuma. 
Work in progress for bit less 
than €45m, West Ham want 
him to be one of  their 
statement signings. Personal 
terms, not discussed yet. 
#WHUFC,” Romano wrote 
on his Twitter handle.

“Villarreal are prepared 
to sign Umar Sadiq as 
replacement.”

Sadiq was instrumental 
in Almeria's promotion to 

LaLiga from the Segunda 
Division last season.

Benfica, Ajax, Sevilla, 

and  Va lenc ia  a re  a l so 
reportedly interested in the 
25-year-old.

clubs.
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s 

become tense. For as much as 
they pressure him, the player 
w a n t s  t o  s u c c e e d  i n 
Barcelona. In recent weeks, 
De Jong has even had doubts 
in his agent, Ali Dursun, for 
his insistence in placing him 
at United. He doesn't like that 
everyone is pushing him to 
l e a v e  B a r ç a ,  w h o  h e 
catalogued as “the club of  my 
dreams since I was little” at 
the end of  May.

Spurs are also closing in on a 
loan deal for Clement Lenglet 
from Barcelona.

Everton are understood to 
be under pressure to bring 
themselves in line with the 
Premier League's Profit and 
Sustainability rules before the 
end of  their financial year, 
which is midnight on Friday.

r e a c h e d  v e r y  l a t e  o n 
Wednesday night with the 
player now set to undergo a 
medical in the coming days in 
Brazil ahead of  completing 
the move.

Richarlison will become 
Spurs' fourth summer signing 
after Fraser Forster, Ivan 
Perisic and Yves Bissouma. 

Tottenham agree £60m deal to sign Richarlison

De Jong upset with agent over Man Utd move

Villarreal want Sadiq to replace West Ham-bound,
Danjuma

Ex-NFF chairman, Galadima takes charge at
Kano Pillars

Serena rubbishes retirement talks, set for US Open

Richarlison

Sadiq

Williams

De Jong

Nantes want €15m to sell
Simon
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u p e r  E a g l e s 

Smidfielders,  Moses 
Simon and Akinkunmi 

Amoo have been shortlisted 
in the nominees' list for the 
Confederation of  African 
Football Awards 2022. 

CAF released the list of  
n o m i n e e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  m a l e 
footballers on Thursday with 
Afr ica  Cup of  Nat ions 
winner Sadio Mane, and 
former Liverpool teammate, 
Mohammed Salah making 
the nominees' list. 

Simon, who plies his 
trade in France with FC 
N a n t e s ,  w a s  t h e  o n l y 
Nigerian player nominated in 
the Player of  The Year (Men) 
category. 

The Jos-born speedster 
wa s  p ivo t a l  t o  N a n t e s 
2021/22 season, where they 
finished ninth in the Ligue 1 
and won the Coupe de France 
after beating Nice in the final.

Amoo, on the other 
hand, was nominated in the 
Young Player of  the Year 

omelu Lukaku has Rr e t u r n e d  t o  I n t e r 
Milan on a season-

long loan, just a year after 
leaving for Chelsea.

Chelsea paid Inter a club-
record £97.5m for Lukaku, 29, 
las t  summer but ,  before 
Christmas, he said he was “not 
happy” and hoped to re-join 
the Italian side.

Inter have agreed to pay a 
loan fee of  about 8m euros 
(£6.9m) for Lukaku, who 
helped them win Serie A in 
2020-21.

The Belgium striker was 
not a regular starter for Chelsea 
last season but scored 15 goals 
in all competitions.

It is understood Lukaku 
was willing to take a pay cut to 
seal a move back to Inter, but 
the club's financial situation 
meant it was impossible for 
them to match his wages or buy 
the forward outright.

H o w e ve r,  P r e s i d e n t 
Steven Zhang got involved 
personally in the negotiations 
last week, which was viewed as 
significant.

“I'm back baby,” Lukaku 
said in a video on Inter's 
Twitter page. “I am very 
happy.” Zhang added: “The 
big boss is back. It is like deja 
vu, coming back here again.”

Lukaku, who left Chelsea 

to join Everton for £28m in 
2014, returned to Stamford 
Bridge last summer on a five-
year deal.

But after spells out with 
injury and illness, he was left 
out of  the starting line-up and, 
in an interview with Sky Sport 
Italia, said he was not happy 
with his role under manager 
Thomas Tuchel.

After apologising for those 
comments, Lukaku returned to 
the Chelsea squad and scored 
only three times in his final 15 
Premier League games of  last 
term as the Blues' season 
fizzled out.

Tuchel's side finished third 
in the Premier League, while 
they were beaten by Liverpool 
on penalties in both the FA 
Cup and League Cup finals.

Inter finished second in 
Serie A last season, two points 
behind city rivals AC Milan. 

They are also in talks with 
Juventus  fo rward  Pau lo 
Dybala.

T h e  A r g e n t i n a 
international, 28, is set to be a 
free agent when his contract 
expires at the end of  the 
month.

o m e l u  L u k a k u ' s Rreturn to Inter Milan 
s h o u l d  e n d 

speculation surrounding 
Lautaro Martinez, his agent 
has claimed.

The Chelsea striker has 
moved to Inter on a season-

rnesto Valverde is to Ecoach La Liga side 
Athletic Bilbao for 

the third time after being 
appointed to the post on 
Thursday.

The 58-year-old's return 
is no surprise as newly-
elected club president Jon 
Uriarte had said he was his 
preferred choice.

Va lve rde  has  been 
without a club since he was 
sacked as Barcelona coach 
in January 2020, having led 

them to two league titles and 
a Copa del Rey trophy.

Va l v e r d e  c o a c h e d 
Bilbao from 2003-06 and 
then  f rom 2013 -17  — 
having played for them from 
1990-96. He guided them to 
their first trophy in over 30 
years with a 5-1 aggregate 
win over Barcelona in the 
2015 Spanish Super Cup.

T h e  c l u b  f i n i s h e d 
eighth in La Liga last 
season, failing to qualify for 
European competitions.

long loan.
Argentina international 

Martinez had previously 
been linked with Tottenham 
and Chelsea.

However  h i s  agen t , 
Alejandro Carmano, told La 
G a z z e t t a  d e l l o  S p o r t : 

“There's a link between them, 
that's evident. Wearing this 
shirt isn't for everyone.

“ I t ' s  a  g r e a t  t h i n g . 
Lautaro is happy in Milan, he 
feels like he's at the centre of  
things, he's loved. Why 
would we want to leave? To 
where? We're already at the 
top.”

(Men) category alongside 
nine others. 

The 20-year-old won the 
Danish Super Liga with FC 
Copenhagen in the 2021/22 
season having come from 
Swedish side Hammarby, 
where he won the Svenska 
Cupen in 2020. 

Amoo was part of  the 
Nigerian U-17 squad which 
competed at the CAF U-17 
AFCON and the FIFA U-17 
World Cup both in 2019 and 
later promoted to the senior 
team.

Meanwhile, the 30-man 
Men's Player of  The Year 
category was notably missing 
Super Eagles striker Victor 
Osimhen who plays at Napoli 
in the Italian Serie A. 

Osimhen, with the Super 
Eagles, failed to qualify for the 
Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup, 
and were knocked out in the 
Round of  16 at the 2021 
AFCON by Tunisia. 

Nigeria also missed out of  
the nomination in the Men's 
National Team of  the Year 

category with Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Comoros, Egypt, 
Equatorial  Guinea,  The 
Gambia, Mali, Morocco, 
Senegal, and Tunisia making 
the cut. 

Some of  the players who 
made the Men's Player of  the 
Year nominees list include, 
Riyad Mahrez, Ber trand 
Traore, Andre-Frank Zambo 
Anguissa  (Cameroon & 
Napoli), Karl Toko Ekambi, 
Vincent Aboubacar, Franck 
Kessie, Sebastien Haller, 
M o h a m e d  E l N e n y , 
M oha m ed  Sa la h ,  M usa 
Barrow, Naby Keita, Yves 
Bissouma, Achraf  Hakimi, 
Edouard Mendy, Kalidou 
Koulibaly, and Sadio Mane. 

According to reports, the 
awards ceremony will hold on 
July 21, 2022, in Morocco. 

The CAF Awards 2022 
will be held before the final of  
the Africa Women Cup of  
N a t i o n s  i n  M o r o c c o , 
scheduled to take place from 
July 2 to July 23. 

Argentina
23:00 Velez Sarsfield - Atl. Tucuman—X 
02:30 Boca Juniors – Banfield—X 

Brazil
00:00 Santos - Flamengo RJ—1 
21:30 Fluminense – Corinthians—X 
21:30 Juventude - Atletico-MG—2
02:00 Palmeiras - Athletico-PR—X 

Norway
18:00 Odd - Bodo/Glimt—X2 

Jordan
17:00 Al Salt - Al Hussein— HT Un 1.5 

Sweden
15:00 AIK – Mjallby—1 
15:00 Djurgarden – Hammarby—HT Un 
1.5
15:00 Varberg – Varnamo—1X
17:30 Hacken – Elfsborg—1X
17:30 Norrkoping – Sirius—Ov 1.5 

Finland
14:00 Honka – Mariehamn—1 
16:00 AC Oulu – VPS—1X
16:00 HJK – KuPS—GG 
17:00 Lahti - Inter Turku—2 

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

CAF Awards: Osimhen snubbed, Moses Simon, Amoo make nominees' list 

Lukaku completes loan move to Inter
Milan

Lautaro Martinez not leaving Inter Milan
– Agent

Valverde returns as Bilbao coach for third time 
Dybala

ValverdeLukaku

Amoo Simon


