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Kwankwaso to Igbos:
Talented business
people, poor in
politics
...I can’t be running mate to Obi

Anambra State Governor, Charles Soludo with UN Resident Co-ordinator in Nigeria, Matthias Schmale
at Government House Awka

Apply political
solution, not court
over Nnamdi Kanu’s
case – Methodist
Bishop tells FG

Imo Police arrest man for burning
maid’s body over children’s bicycle
...As flood kills 8-year-old boy in Anambra

Ebonyi senator
invites EFCC, DSS
over alleged
contract racketeering

Ikpeazu, Wike return
from Turkey trip

Youths should take
over Nigeria
– Commodore Osuagwu

Ikpeazu, Wike during their vacation in Turkey

...Calls for end to killings in South East
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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State is back in the 

State, after his vacation to 
Turkey.

He touched down at Port 
Harcourt international air-
port on Saturday, alongside 
his Rivers State counter-
part, Nyesom Wike.

He later took off  to Abia 
State, after being received 
by his chief  press secretary, 
Onyebuchi Ememanka 
and a few aids and was lat-

Ikpeazu returns from Turkey vacation with Wike
... Patients worried over NMA strike order 

er received by his wife and 
children.

Ikpeazu, who exuded 
strong smiles as he stepped 
down from the aircraft at 
Port Harcourt airport, was 
in  Turkey with Wike on a 
vacation which was inter-
preted as a 2023  political 
meeting, by some political 
analysts.

During the foreign va-
cation in Turkey, the State 
chief  executives were seen 
smiling in a picture, as pub-
lished by some traditional 
and online media houses.

The picture however, 

did not go down well with 
some political opponents 
in Abia who described the 
vacation as insensitive.

One of  the stern critics 
of  Ikpeazu, Chief  Chikwe 
Udensi faulted the Gover-
nor for enjoying in foreign 
land while doctors in Abia 
State University Teaching 
Hospital (ABSUTH) and 
Hospital Management 
Board were being owed 
months of  salary arrears.

Chikwe urged had also 
advised the Abia Governor 
to return home and take 
charge of  his State.

Tackle issues of corruption, judges’ 
welfare ... Ohuabunwa tells Acting CJN 
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
former frontline 
Presidential aspir-
ant on the platform 

of  the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party, Pharmacist Sam 
Ohuabunwa, has called on 
the Acting Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria, Justice Olukayode 
Ariwoola, to tackle the lin-
gering issue of  the welfare 
of  judges in the country.

Ohuabnunwa who stated 
this in a statement in Ab-
akaliki called the new CJN 
to also work tirelessly to 
ensure the independence of  
the judiciary, since it is the 
last hope of  the common 
man. 

Ohuabunwa, who is the 
immediate past President of  
Pharmaceutical Society of  
Nigeria and the Convener 
of  the New Nigeria Group, 
commended the recent resig-
nation of  Justice Muham-
mad Tanko, who he noted 
toed the path of  honour. 

He said, “The recent resig-
nation of  Justice Muham-
mad Tanko, as CJN is com-
mendable. I congratulate 
him for taking the honoura-
ble path. 

“His health status, not-
withstanding, it is clear that 
his decision was precipitated 
by the vote of  no confidence 
passed on by his colleagues. 
This is the type of  honour-
able behaviour we should 

canvass for the New Nigeria.
“I wish him God’s healing 

and Peace in retirement. 
“Let me also, congratulate 

Justice Olukayode Ariwoo-
la for his emergence as the 
acting CJN. I employ him 
to think seriously about how 
he wants his tenure to be re-
membered. 

“I encourage him to be 
bold in fighting corruption 
within the judiciary. 

“I strongly recommend 
that he attends to the linger-
ing issues of  judges welfare 
and above all work assidu-
ously to make the judiciary 
not only independent but 
also seen to be the last hope 
of  the common man.”

Ebonyi 2023: APGA Guber candidate 
preaches cordiality among contestants, 
supporters

By David Eze

A 
frontline candidate in 
2023 Governorship 
election in Ebonyi 

on the platform of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
APGA Professor Benard 
Odoh has advocated for a 
peaceful and convivial rela-
tionship among candidates of  
various political Parties in the 
State and their supporters.

Odoh who made the call 
while fielding questions from 
newsmen after a consultative 
meeting with the Speaker of  
the Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly and governorship 
candidate of  the APC Hon. 
Francis Nwifuru at his Ab-
akaliki residence said he ‘be-
lieves that elections are only 
a significant and critical com-
ponent of  our entire demo-
cratic process which ensures 
successful regime transition 
and not a time to pick a fight 
or quarrel with anybody’.

“Yes, in continuation of  
our consultative visits which 
has been on for two weeks 
now, I have just visited and 
spent quality time with the 
number three citizen of  the 
State in the person of  the 
Speaker of  the State’s House 
of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. Nwi-
furu. I know you (the Press) 
and even some individu-
als are wondering why I’m 
consulting a ‘candidate’ of  

another political Party like 
the Speaker. But then, that’s 
what makes us different, he 
responded.

Odoh who is the Professor 
of  Geophysics,  informed 
that the essence of  the visit 
was simply to solicit the sup-
port of  every Ebonyian, high 
or low, no matter where they 
dwell or their political lean-
ings on his Governorship am-
bition.

“First of  all, we are broth-
ers and long time friends who 
served in the same govern-
ment before I left on grounds 
of  personal principles. 
There’s therefore no issue or 
misunderstanding between 
us as leaders and the collec-
tive interest and better welfare 
for our people have remained 
the goal. 

“We will therefore continue 
to deepen our consultations 
with our people, elicit their 
supports and exchange views 
and opinions on how the fu-
ture of  our people and gen-
erations yet unborn can best 
be secured. Elections are only 
an aspect of  the entire demo-
cratic process and I want as-
pirants, my fellow candidates 
and their teeming supporters 
to understand this”.

“It is very important they 
are made to understand 
this so that some misguided 
and overzealous supporters 
and even the electorates do 

Meanwhile, patients in 
Abia State hospitals have 
expressed worries over the 
directive by the national 
body of  Nigeria Medical 
Service (NMA) to Abia 
doctors to embark on strike 
every Tuesday.

During its 62nd Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 
of  NMA held in Port Har-
court last week, the NMA 
in one of  its resolutions, 
directed doctors in Abia 
to observe indefinite strike 
every Tuesday, until their 
colleagues in the State civil 
service are paid.

The directive, which was 
signed by its national pres-
ident, Dr Uche Ojinmah 
and National Secretary, Dr 
Jide Onyekwelu.

NMA national body also 
directed that the Tuesday 
weekly strike should be ob-
served by doctors in public 
and private hospitals.

 “This was necessitated 
by the fact that doctors at 
the Abia State University 
Teaching Hospital were 
owed 25 months sales while 
those at Hospital Manage-
ment Board were owed 11 
months salaries with no 
resolution in sight.”

“Kindly communicate 
this to all health facilities in 
and personnel both in pub-
lic and private sectors”, the 
NMA directive read.

But some patients and 
their relatives who spoke 
on the development, feared 
that their conditions would 
be affected if  the doctors 
proceed on the strike.

They pleaded with Abia 
State government and the 
Abia doctors to apply am-
icable solution to the salary 
issues, to save patients from 
dying.

Two patients, Chief  Cyp-
rian Ubochioma and Mad-

am Dorothy Mpama who 
spoke to News Echo in a 
private hospital where they 
are on admission, plead-
ed that the directed strike 
should not affect private 
hospitals.

Chief  Ubochioma who is 
receiving treatment for ad-
vanced hepatitis, expressed 
the fear that any discontin-
uation on his jump in his 
treatment would be detri-
mental to his chances of  
recovering.

In reaction, Abia State 
Chairman of  Nigeria 
Medical Association, Dr 
Chimezie Okwuonu and 
Robinson Ugwuanyi (Sec-
retary) said the Tuesday 
weekly strike would be 
complied with.

Chief  Medical Officer 
of  Federal Medical Centre 
(FMC) Umuahia, Dr Az-
ubuike Onyebuchi could 
not be reached for com-
ment on the issue.

not think that there is war, a 
misunderstanding or a fight 
between the candidates and 
their various supporters and 
then hide under that to cause 
crisis or violence in any part 
of  the State”, Odoh replied’

The former Secretary to the 
Ebonyi State Governmen t 
also enjoined other aspirants 
and candidates to pay simi-
lar consultative visits to their 
fellow candidates and their 
supporters, noting that such 
is how leaders should live by 
peaceful examples.

He further disclosed that 
he had visited stakeholders 
across Party lines including; 
the Deputy Governor of  the 
State, Barr. Eric Kelechi Igwe, 
a former Senate President 
and ex-Secretary to Govern-
ment of  the Federation, Sen. 
Anyim Pius Anyim, a former 
Minister of  State for Health, 
Engr. Fidelis Nwankwo, 
the Senatorial candidate of  
the PDP in Ebonyi Central 
Senatorial zone, Hon. La-
zarus Ogbee, leader of  the 
State’s House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Victor Nwite, in-
cumbent Chairman of  Ezza 
North LGA and House of  
qRepresentatives candidate 
for Ezza North/Ishielu Fed-
eral Constituency, Dr. Nora 
Aloh among numerous other 
leaders, candidates and aspir-
ants of  political parties across 
board.

By Grace Ofurum

A 
man identified as 
Mr Uzoma Egemba 
has been detained 

by the Imo state police for 
burning maid’s buttocks 
with hot Object over riding 
his children’s bicycle.

The 12yr Old house help, 
Chikamso Ekeoba who 
hails from Umunali    Mb -
ieri in Mbaitolu LGA while 
narrating her ordeal said, it 
started on Saturday when 
she rode the bicycle of  the 
kids she is taking care of  
and the wife of  her guard-
ian Mrs Njideka Egemba 
canned her for the action 
but that didn’t stop as Mr  
Uzoma been the woman’s 
husband came home and 
became furious that she 
rode the children’s bicycle.

According to the 12-yr- 
0ld, the man went to the 
kitchen and placed a fork 
on a cooker and used it to 
scald her buttocks, back and 
shoulders. She said the man 
could not stop even when 

Man who burnt maid’s body over riding 
children’s bicycle in police net

she begged for forgiveness.
Fortunately for the girl, 

she carried the burn to 
school where a teacher in-
terrogated her on a video 
and made it go viral.

The viral video attracted 
sympathizes who sought for 
a way to help the child and 
that led to the man’s arrest 
by the New Owerri Divi-
sional Police.

The girl was rescued and 
is in the hospital receiving 
treatment.

Meanwhile, the Nation-
al Human Rghts Imo State 
Coordinator, Mrs. Ukachi 
Martha Ukah on visiting 
the girl at the Umuguma 
Specialist Hospital Owerri, 
decried the maltreatment 
of  the minor and said it’s 
an outright violation of  the 
right of  a child and prom-
ised that the commission 
would work with the rele-
vant agencies as well as the 
the Civil Society Organiza-
tion to ensure that the cul-
prit, who is detained by the 
Police  faces legal actions 

and it will serve as a lesson 
to perpetrators of  such das-
tardly act.

She further urged the gov-
ernment to mete out strin-
gent punishments to those 
who indulge in all forms of  
child abuse.

Also the chairperson Ni-
geria Association of  Wom-
en Journalists NAWOJ Imo 
state chapter, Dr Dorathy 
Nnaji has also expressed 
her displeasure over what 
she described as a beastly, 
cruel unrestrained abuse on 
a minor.

Upon her visit to the mi-
nor who was going through 
an excruciating pain at the 
hospital, maintained that 
such treatment should not 
be meted to a human no 
matter the crime commit-
ted.

News Echo further gath-
ered that the some good 
spirited individual has made 
several donations to ensure 
the girl gets proper medical 
attention and justice.

- As he visits APC guber candidate, others



News

2023: Widows vow to curse any force against
Obi, Umeh’s elections in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
s the 2023 general 
election gathers mo-
mentum, widows in 

Anambra State, have vowed 
to lay a curse on anybody 
who will stand in the way of  
Mr. Peter Obi and Senator 
Victor Umeh.

They declared that noth-
ing will stop Senator Victor 
Umeh from winning the 
Central senatorial seat come 
2023.

Speaking with Newsmen 
on Saturday, in Awka, the 
leader of  the widows in the 
State, Hon Mrs Hope Nwan-
du, said those who were 
sharing one million naira 
to each Ward in the Central 
were wasting their money.

She said anybody con-
testing the election against 
Umeh, who had joined La-
bour Party LP, would have 
him or herself  to blame.

 “Those selfish people who 
are contesting against Umeh 
are just wasting their time. 
Where have they been, any 
time election comes, they 
start sharing money, Wrap-
per, rice and other things.

 “After the election, they 
won’t answer your calls 
again. But Umeh has always 
been there for the down trod-
den, whether he’s holding 

any political office or not,” 
Nwandu said

She said one of  the sena-
torial candidates has started 
giving out one million naira 
to each Ward in the Central 
senatorial zone, adding that 
it would be exercise in futil-
ity.

Umeh, who is the Labour 
Party LP senatorial Candi-
date in the Central, had oth-
ers vying against him.

They are Chief  Kodili-
chukwu Okelekwe of  the All 
Progressives Congress APC, 
Senator Uche Ekwunife of  
the People’s Democratic 
Party PDP and Hon. Dozie 
Nwankwo of  the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance APGA.

Umeh narrowly lost the 
APGA ticket to Nwankwo, 
because of  what he called a 
gang up against him by the 
leaders of  the Party.

He then, got a call from 
Obi, who’s the Presidential 
candidate of  LP, to realize his 
senatorial ambition, which 
the former National Chair-
man of  APGA grabbed with 
both hands.

According to the leader 
of  the widows, ” the mobi-
lization from our over 3,000 
members is on and anybody 
who thinks he or she has 
what it takes to win the elec-
tion, should have us to con-
tend with, ” Nwandu said.
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Ikpeazu, Wike touch down Port Harcourt International Airport  from their Turkey vacation on Saturday.

Apply political solution, not
court, on Nnamdi Kanu’s case,
Methodist Bishop tells FG
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
Bishop of  Method-
ist Church Nigeria 
in Abia State, Bish-

op Sunday Onuoha has re-
iterated his earlier advice 
to the federal government 
to apply   political solutions 
to Mazi Nnamdi Kanu’s 
case to reduce tension in the 
South East. 

It will be recalled that in 
2021, Bishop Onuoha was 
among the powerful South-
east delegation led by first 
republic minister, Chief  
Amaechi Mbazulike, to see 
President Muhammadu 

Buhari, appealing that the 
IPOB leader, Kanu, be re-
leased through a political 
dialogue.

Kanu is facing trial over an 
alleged treasonable felony by 
the federal government and 
has been in DSS custody in 
for more than one year.

In a statement he signed 
after the Abuja court denied 
Nnamdi Kanu bail recent-
ly, Bishop Sunday Onuoha, 
who is the governorship 
candidate of  African Demo-
cratic Congress (ADC) Gov-
ernorship candidate for Abia 
State, noted that as they re-
quested during their visit to 
Mr. President, political op-
tion remained the best path 
to resolve the issue.

He expressed worry over 
the continued tension in the 
South East, occasioned by 
general insecurity, noting 
that the problems could be 
addressed if  his advises are 
adhered to.

He argued that the con-
tinued court adjournments, 
applications and rejection of  
pleas for bail as well as oth-
er stress accompanying the 
matter could be addressed 
once and for all, if  political 
solutions are applied.

I’m here to serve, help journalists
- Anambra CPS, Aburime
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka
 

T
he Press Secretary to 
the Anambra State 
Governor, Christian 

Aburime has assured he will 
use his position to improve 
the working condition of  
journalists in the state. 

Aburime also charged jour-
nalists to avail themselves 
of  the opportunities of  var-
ious local and international 
training and seminars, which 
would enrich the knowledge 
of  their profession. 

He promised to work har-
moniously with the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists, (NUJ), 

Anambra State Council, and 
create windows of  opportu-
nities that would gain them 
access to travel to other coun-
tries and be exposed to more 
training in the profession 

The Press Secretary, who 
stated this at his office, dur-
ing an exclusive interview 
with our correspondent in 
Awka, charged them to be 
fair and just in discharging 
their responsibilities and re-
frain from unnecessary sen-
sationalism and mischievous 
reportage 

He also enjoined them to 
refrain from reporting inci-
dents that would ignite crises, 
especially now the country is 

facing security and socio-eco-
nomic challenges. 

 “Governor Soludo’s ad-
ministration will ensure im-
proved welfare of  every jour-
nalist. What he is doing now 
is to strengthen the econo-
my of  the state, which he is 
achieving gradually. 

“In no distant time, he will 
achieve this. His dream is to 
make Anambra a peaceful, 
livable and prosperous home-
land. 

“ I promise that no journal-
ist will regret working under 
Governor Soludo’s adminis-
tration. So let us join hands 
to promote the good works 
he has commenced.”

Flood kills 8-yr-old boy in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
n eight-year-old boy, 
identified as Chinwe, 
has been killed when 

a surging flood swept him 
into a deep erosion.

The incident happened 
late on Thursday behind the 
School of  Nursing, Nkpor 
in Idemili North Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
State.

It was learnt that a com-
bination of  surging floods 
flowing from the Immacu-
late Hearts Sisters Convent 
and Our Ladies Industrial 
Centre in Nkpor had during 
the previous night’s rainfall, 

swept the boy into the gully.
His drowned corpse was 

said to be recovered the next 
day from about half  a kilo-
metre away from the spot 
where he plunged, with one 
of  his hands broken.

The victim, who is a son 
of  a Vulcanizer in the area, 
was said to be returning from 
a journey with his mother 
during a rainfall when the in-
cident happened.

It was gathered also that 
the boy while approaching 
the gully from where he and 
his mother were expected to 
pass through to their home, 
started running faster than 
his mother, thereby prompt-
ing his mother to start shout-

ing.
His mother’s shouts and 

calls for him to turn back fell 
on deaf  ears, as he continued 
running until he reached the 
narrow part of  the gully.

It was gathered that in his 
attempt to jump over the gul-
ly, the surging flood swept 
his feet off  and he plunged 
into it.

More casualties were avert-
ed when an attempt by his 
mother, who was carrying 
another baby on her back, to 
also jump into the gully, in 
search of  her son, was pre-
vented by some youths with-
in the neighbourhood.

The teenagers quickly 
jumped into the gully in 

search of  the victim but 
could not see him.

An eyewitness said it was 
only the next morning that 
his corpse with one hand 
broken was found inside the 
other side of  the gully about 
a kilometre away from the 
spot where he plunged.

The bereaved parent, who 
refused to talk on the inci-
dent hired a vehicle which 
conveyed the corpse from 
Nkpor to their home town.

Sympathisers said the 
death of  the boy meant that 
the family had lost three out 
of  their four children.

They blamed the state 
government for allowing the 
gully to expand from an or-
dinary minor hole to a big 
gully over the years instead 
of  constructing a ring or box 
culvert to link the road to the 
streets.

A community member 
and also a former Chairman 
of  the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation, Idemili branch, Mr 
Samuel Chukwukelu, said 
successive governments in 
the state had abandoned 
the community in terms of  
roads.

Chukwukelu said the con-
tractor who was awarded 
the road project from Our 
Ladies road through Uke 
Street to Attah Road linking 
Nkpor/Umuoji Road, aban-
doned the project half  way at 
the particular erosion prone 
area, which he said has been 
widened and deepened by 
the surging floods and now 
been converted into a refuse 
dump site by the residents.
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Editorial

he dissatisfaction of Nigerian TNationalists with the level of 
Nigerian participation in the 

government led to a number of 
constitutional reforms between 1951 
and 1957. These reforms saw the 
gradual federalization of Nigeria's 
Unitary Colonial State. 

As the prospects for independence 
became clearer, Nigerian politicians 
withdrew into their ethnic cocoons to 
mobilise for comparative politics. 
Mutual  fear  and suspicion of 
domination among ethnic groups 
generated intense pressure on the 
colonial administration for a federal 
system. 

In 1956, Eastern and Western 
Regions secured self-governing status 
while the Northern Region's self-
government had to wait until 1959. 
By 1957, a political diarchy had been 
established and Alhaji Abubarka 
Tafawa Balewa was made the 
country's first Prime Minister. 

Nigeria attained its independence 
on October 1, 1960 after the federal 
elections in 1959. The 1960 Nigerian 
constitution provided for a federation 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f 
parliamentary democracy. But this 
parliamentary system collapsed in 
January 1966 following a military 
coup. 

The coup led to the death of many 
northern leaders, prominent among 
them was the Prime Minister, the 
Premier of the Northern Region, Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, the minister of 
Defence (Ribadu), etc. After the 
coup, Nigeria was in turmoil as the 
coup plotters could not control the 
situation which brought Aguiyi 
Ironsi to power. 

When Irosi took control as head of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  gove r n m e n t ,  h e 
promulgated Decree 34 of 1966. This 
decree declared Nigeria a unitary 
system. The regime only lasted for six 
months because many feared that the 
system is not good for a country like 
Nigeria. 

Consequently, in July 1966, 
another military coup started. This 
coup brought in the government of 
Yakubu Gowon's administration. 
Decree No. 36 of 1966 was replaced 
by Gowon's administration with 

Decree 52 of 1966, which returned 
Nigeria to a federal system headed by 
the Federal Military Government. 
This position was retained by all 
successive military governments that 
ruled Nigeria for almost 30 years.

The regional system operated by 
Irosi to maintain the unitary system 
was changed to state government 
with the adoption of Gowon's Decree 
No. 52 which established 12 states 
from the former three regions in 1967. 

Murtala Mohammed's regime 
came to power in 1976 and created 
seven more states to become 19, while 
Ibrahim Babangida's military regime 
created two additional states in 1987, 
making a total of 21 states and in 1991 
he created nine more states bringing 
them to 30 states. 

Finally, the Abacha regime created 
six more states to become the 36 states 
in Nigeria currently. 

It must be noted that all the 
constitutions since independence in 
Nigeria adopted the principles of 
federalism. They always support the 
practice of two levels of government, 
that  is,  the  state  and central 
government. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 9 
constitution, both members of the 
federal and state governments must 
be  e lected  into  power  by  the 
electorates for a fixed period of time 
(four years for the president and 
governor). 

One interesting thing to note 
about the current Nigerian federalism 
is that, in performing their duties, 
where there is a conflict of duties 
between the federal and state 
government, it is upon the Judiciary 
to decide which power will be valid. 
The idea is that the courts in Nigeria 
are independent of the executive and 
legislative arms of the government. 

For the past 23 years since this 
fourth republic commenced, few 
people  have been happy with 
federalism. People keep bemoaning 
bad leadership and governance 
without taking a second look at the 
structure bringing them in. Truth is, 
one cannot build something on 
nothing. The entire system needs 
overhauling.

Federalism or restructuring: 

Which way Nigeria?



n Monday, June 27, 

OGeneral Muhammadu 
B u h a r i  s w o r e  i n 

O l u k a y o d e  A r i w o o l a  a s 
Nigeria's third Chief  Justice in as 
many years, the fourth of  his 
s eve n  ye a r - o l d  t e nu r e  a s 
p r e s i d e n t  w i t h  e l e c t o r a l 
l e g i t i m a c y.  A r i w o o l a ' s 
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  T a n k o 
Muhammad, departed from 
office earlier on the same day, the 
second successive Chief  Justice 
of  Nigeria (CJN) to be forcibly 
“resigned” from office.

The official reason given for 
the unceremonious resignation 
of  CJN Tanko Muhammad was 
ill-health. This was true only as a 
metaphor for the state of  the 
judiciary that he claimed to lead. 
In any other sense, ill-health was 
only a convenient cover for the 
un-mourned departure from 
of f ice  of  a  man who was 
uniquely unsuited for high 
judicial office and who would 
have struggled to make the office 
of  a Magistrate in a different 
season, even in Nigeria. His 
presence in the office of  Chief  
Justice emblematised every 
affliction that has come to define 
the third branch of  government 
in Nigeria.

Last Monday was not the 
first time claims of  serious ill-
health had swirled around CJN 
T a n k o  M u h a m m a d .  I n 
December 2020, he missed the 
ceremonial opening of  the 
judicial year and was unavailable 
to perform the swearing in of  the 
new Senior Advocates of  Nigeria 
(SANs) ,  t rad i t iona l ly  the 
flagship in the annual diary of  
the Chief  Justice.

One newspaper reported on 
December 15, 2020 that “the 
CJN had inaugurated eight 
justices of  the Supreme Court on 
November 6 but since then, there 
are conflicting details on when 
he was last seen in public”, a 
duration of  40 days. On the same 
day, another medium reported 
that Chief  Justice Tanko had 
“been f lown to Dubai  for 
emergency treatment after 
s u d d e n l y  c o n t r a c t i n g 
coronavirus in what appears to 
indicate that he may be suffering 
from other ailments.” The 
fol lowing day,  a  di f ferent 
publication said that the Chief  
Justice was “enduring a torrid 
battle with dementia and heart 
d i s e a s e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ” , 
claiming that his “illness, ….has 
been kept under wraps since he 
assumed office as Nigeria's top 
jurist in 2019.”

The reports and rumours 
about the ill-health of  Chief  

Justice Tanko appeared to 
suggest that they were linked to 
advanced age. Under Nigeria's 
constitution, a Chief  Justice 
must vacate office at 70. The 
problem with Chief  Justice 
Tanko was that a good deal 
about his background was 
shrouded in opacity or worse.

In May 2019, the Federal 
High Court in Abuja terminated 
a case instituted against Acting 
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  T a n k o 
Muhammad, which accused him 
of  having falsified his date of  
birth to December 31, 1953. 
Avoiding the issue, the court held 
that the claimant lacked the 
standing to initiate the case and 
levied him with punitive costs of  
N10 million.

Chief  Justice Tanko paraded 
impressive academic certificates, 
including a first degree, Masters, 
and Doctorate degrees in Islamic 
Law from the Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, but could not 
quite account for his primary 
school education, claiming in an 
affidavit sworn to while he was a 
Justice of  the Court of  Appeal in 
Jos in 1998 that “vicious termites 
destroyed his primary school 
certificate.”

In one of  those miracles for 
which Nigeria is very famous, 
T a n k o  M u h a m m a d  w a s 
appointed a judge, in spite of  
these, and went on to thrive in 
judicial office, becoming the 
fourth out of  the past seven 
Chief  Justices of  Nigeria to 
depart office in a blaze of  
scandal.

On August 29, 2011, Chief  
Justice Aloysius Katsina-Alu 
retired from office, a mere 11 
days after the National Judicial 
Counci l  (NJC) ,  which  he 

chaired, purported to suspend 
the then president of  the Court 
of  Appeal, Ayo Salami. Salami 
had accused Katsina-Alu of  
instructing the corruption of  the 
judicial process by the Court of  
Appeal, in an election petition 
involving the contest in the 2007 
election for the office of  the 
governor of  Sokoto State.

For this sin, the Federal 
Judicial Service Commission 
(FJSC), chaired like the NJC by 
the CJN, sought to pack off  the 
president of  the Court of  Appeal 
t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t , 
presenting it as a promotion. 
When he resisted, the NJC 
entered the fray turning the 
matter  into a discipl inary 
encounter.

T o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e 
allegations, the NJC constituted 
a fact-finding committee chaired 
by Umaru Abdullahi, a former 
president of  the Cour t  of  
Appeal. The report of  the 
Umaru Abdullahi fact-finding 
committee ran into 23,952 
words. It has never been officially 
published.

Before the Umaru Abdullahi 
Committee, a set of  judicial 
elders led by former Supreme 
Cour t  Jus t i ce,  Bo la r inwa 
Babalakin, had waded into the 
matter, portraying as an inter-
personal kerfuffle, allegations 
that went to the foundations of  
the judicial enterprise. After 
Umaru Abdullahi's committee, 
the NJC empanelled another 
chaired by then Chief  Judge of  
the Federal High Court, Ibrahim 
A u t a ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e 
punishment. The end appeared 
pre-determined.

Dahiru Musdapher, who 
was in line to succeed Katsina-

Alu as CJN, testified on behalf  
of  Katsina-Alu before the 
Umaru Abdullahi Committee 
but declined to do so on oath, 
infamously claiming that in lieu 
of  an oath he had done his 
ablutions.

When this was all done, the 
reputations of  the outgoing 
Chief  Just ice,  his  assured 
successor and the president of  
the Court of  Appeal were in 
ruins. None recovered. An even 
worse fate befell the public 
standing of  the judiciary. The 
tragic appearance crystallised 
that Nigerian judges could be 
bought and sold at the highest 
levels in a political marché 
ouverte.

The tenures  of  Aloma 
M u k h t a r  a n d  M a h m u d 
Mohammed as CJNs were 
mercifully devoid of  scandal, 
which quickly returned when the 
tenure of  Chief  Justice Walter 
O n n o g h e n  s u f f e r e d  t h e 
Guillotine at the hands of  an ex 
parte order procured at night 
from the Code of  Conduct 
Tribunal in January 2019.

When he took office in 
succession to Walter Onnoghen 
in 2019, not much was expected 
of  Tanko Muhammad as Chief  
Justice. At the termination of  his 
office last Monday, it was said 
t h a t  “ t h e  m o v e  t o  g e t 
Muhammad out of  his seat was 
planned long ago and was 
spearheaded by a senior cabinet 
official and head of  a security 
establishment.” The same report 
also explained that “the ex-CJN 
was forced to resign on two 
grounds – the letter collectively 
written against him by 14 
Supreme Court justices, and 
'certain issues of  financial 
impropriety'.”

Among the allegations, a 
medium reported that a “son (of  
the ex-Chief  Justice) was said to 
have accepted a $10 million bribe 
from (a) former Governor…. 
after promising to procure 
judgement for him on an election 
m a t t e r  t h a t  d i d n ' t  l a t e r 
materialize.”

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e 
allegations were so repeatedly 
made and credibly too during the 
tenure of  Chief  Justice Tanko 
was  more  impor tant  than 
whether in fact they were verified 
to a criminal standard of  proof. 
With the CJN as the head of  the 
NJC, little could be done to prove 
these allegations while the 
accused was in office.

The now infamous letter by 
the Justices of  the Supreme 
Court mercifully administered 
the coup de grace on a judicial 
tenure that always appeared 

programmed to end in calamity.
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  T a n k o 

possessed unique limitations that 
were well suited to magnifying 
the rot in Nigeria's judiciary. It is 
easy to make him a scape-goat 
but that would be both lazy and 
convenient.

The most significant thing 
about the letter by the Justices 
was that it had nothing to do with 
disagreements of  principle or 
about the public standing of  the 
judiciary. Rather it focused most 
on subsistence issues such as lack 
of  accommodation, through 
diesel rationing, to WiFi hunger. 
It all affirmed Martin Luther 
King's famous line that “a riot is 
the language of  the unheard”. 
Tanko's signal contribution to 
the degeneration of  high judicial 
office in Nigeria was that he 
impoverished the Supreme 
Court to the point of  making its 
Justice advocates of  stomach 
infrastructure.

The letter itself  is evidence 
of  how far Nigeria's judicial 
branch has traveled from what 
should be its primary purpose. 
The  r e spons ib i l i t y  a t  the 
Supreme Court for this must be 
collective.

At the heart of  this crisis is 
the fact that over the past quarter 
century, the CJN has become 
more than merely a first among 
equals. In addition to being CJN, 
s/he also heads the NJC, the 
FJSC, the Legal Practitioners 
Privileges Committee, and the 
board of  the National Judicial 
Institute (NJI), all of  these 
statutory or constitutional 
bodies. These accretions have 
brought with them powers, 
budgets and prerogatives that 
transformed the occupant of  the 
office of  CJN from a judicial 
figure into a biological portal for 
contracts,  preferment  and 
patronage. Rather than being 
treated as a peer, the CJN had 
become a principality who must 
be worshipped and glorified by 
colleagues for basic entitlements.

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t 
astonishing passage in the letter 
by the Justices is the fact that they 
did not meet throughout the 
COVID crisis. This reveals a 
failure of  pastoral and human 
care that verged on the criminal. 
The letter easily enables us to 
understand how two Justices of  
the Supreme Court tragically 
died in the three years that 
Muhammad Tanko was Chief  
Justice.

For Acting Chief  Justice 
Ariwoola, the things that need to 
change are obvious. The fate of  
his predecessor must be both 
object lesson and inspiration.

Page 5Monday 4 - Tuesday 5 July, 2022  

Opinion

When stomach infrastructure arrived
the Supreme Court
By Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

 ...“The want of  bread is terrible” – Arthur Young, (1789)

Tanko Ariwoola



Kwankwaso to Igbos: Talented good business 
people, poor in politics 
 

News

Court grants Dagogo bail after 62 
days in detention
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J
ustice Chinwendu 
Nworgu of  Rivers State 
High Court has finally 

granted bail to a member 
of  the House of  Represent-
atives, Hon. Farah Dagogo 
after spending 62 days in Ni-
geria correctional centre.

The lawmaker, who was 
former governorship aspirant 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), in Rivers State 
is standing trial for alleged 
felony.

Dagogo was arrested on 
April 22, 2022 at the venue 
of  the screening exercise for 
the party’s governorship as-
pirants in Port Harcourt.

The State Governor, Nye-

som Wike had declared the 
federal Lawmaker wanted 
for allegedly hiring suspected 
cultists to disrupt a screening 
exercise at the party secretar-
iat.

It could be recalled that 
Justice E. Obile of  the Feder-
al High Court sitting in Port 
Harcourt had first granted 
Dagogo bail.

The State Commissioner 
of  Police in breaching the 
order of  the court hurriedly 
arraigned him before Justice 
Nworgu of  the state High 
Court, who subsequently re-
manded him in custody of  
the Nigeria correctional fa-
cility.

It reported that Justice 
Obile had while ruling in a 
fundamental rights action 
and ex parte application by 
his lawyers ordered the state 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Friday Eboka, Deputy Com-
missioner of  Police in charge 
of  the State Criminal and 
Investigation Department, 
Deputy Superintendent of  

Police, the state’s Attorney 
General, and Chief  Magis-
trate, Amadi Nna, to release 
Dagogo from police deten-
tion and restore his personal 
liberty.

The court also issued an 
order of  interim injunction 
restraining the respondents, 
especially the police, the 
commandant of  the Gov-

Shiroro attack: Buhari 
declares terrorists
demons, vows to punish
culprits 

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari on Saturday 
said terrorists’ attack 

on a mining site in Shiroro 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State is a direct assault 
on Nigeria.

He said the perpetrators of  
the attack are demons and 
will not go unpunished.

Terrorists numbering 
about 100 had on June 29 at-
tacked a mining site in Shi-
roro LG, killing six soldiers, 
seven policemen and five 
civilians.

Reacting to the attack, Bu-
hari said “We honour our 
security forces, and particu-
larly those brave souls who 
have given their lives fight-
ing the evil that is terrorism.

“Sadly, Nigeria’s fight 
against terrorism continues. 
It is a battle that is taking its 
toll on all of  us. But we shall 
not relent, nor shall we sur-
render.

“We say it again that we 
have reduced Boko Haram 
to a shell of  its former self. 
But terrorists are parasites. 
They thrive when the world 

is suffering.
This atrocity only serves 

to further strengthen us 
against them. Nigeria is 
united in obliterating these 
demons. Each day we grow 
closer to that goal. When 
they lash out during times 
of  global suffering, it is the 
act of  a cornered animal, an 
act of desperation.”

According to Buhari, “As 
always, their goal is the 
same: to sow fear and divi-
sion amongst us. We will 
not let them.

Instead let us pray for the 
families and loved ones of  
those who sacrificed their 
lives in the fight against evil, 
and let us pray for the safe 
and speedy return of  those 
abducted.

“We will do everything 
possible to ensure their re-
turn. And to the sadists, 
I say this: we are coming. 
No matter what rock you 
crawl under, what hole you 
sink into, what lie you hide 
behind, we are coming and 
we will find you. Shiroro 
will see justice. Nigeria will 
know peace.”

A 
former Kano State 
governor and the 
current presidential 

candidate of  the New Ni-
geria Peoples Party (NNPP) 
Rabiu Kwankwaso, has de-
scribed southeastern Nigeri-
ans as good businesspeople 
but poor in politics.

The former Kano gover-
nor also said the people of  
the South-East are well tal-
ented but need to learn pol-
itics, adding that “in politics, 
they are at the bottom line”. 
Kwankwaso stated this in 
Gombe State during a visit 

to Gombe State to inaugu-
rate the state office of  NNPP 
and meet with elected mem-
bers of  the party on Satur-
day.

There has been pressure 
on the NNPP and the La-
bour Party to work together 
to produce a presidential 
candidate between them for 
the 2023 presidential elec-
tion. 

Kwankwaso and the pres-
idential candidate of  the 
Labour Party have admit-
ted that the parties have 
held talks, but the bone of  

Former Nigerian president, Olusegun Obasanjo seen riding keke marwa (tricycle) conveying commuters in Abeokuta, Ogun State.

ernment House, DSP Efeturi 
Irikefe, the fourth respond-
ent, the state Attorney Gen-
eral, and Chief  Magistrate 
A. I. Amadi Nna from fur-
ther instigating, threatening, 
harassing and invading the 
personal liberty of  Dagogo.

The court equally re-
strained the respondent from 
further obstructing the PDP 

governorship aspirant or hin-
dering him, detaining him in 
custody from additionally at-
tending his screening in par-
ty primaries as well as other 
electoral processes

However, those orders 
were fragrantly breached by 
the officials of  the Rivers 
State Government and the 
Police Commissioner.

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Charles Solu-
do has tasked the 

International community, 
particularly the United 
Nations system on active 
participatory roles to assist 
the country and Anambra 
State.

Governor Soludo was 
speaking when the United 
Nations delegation led by 

the Resident and Humani-
tarian Cordinator in Nige-
ria, Mr. Marthias Schmale, 
paid him a courtesy visit 
at the Governor’s Lodge, 
Amawbia.

According to the Gover-
nor, the visit is significant 
in the history of  the state, 
pointing out that for many 
years, the United Nations 
was without an office in 

Soludo receives UN Resident Co-ordinator

contention is that the two 
candidates want to be the 
presidential candidate in the 
arrangement.

On the choice of  his run-
ning mate, Kwankwaso said 
“we have options in the 
NNPP in the South to pick a 
good vice president and one 
of  them is the Labour Party 
man you are talking about.”

He noted that his party had 
been in talks with the Labour 
Party for a possible merger 
but that the decision on who 
would emerge as the presi-
dential candidate between 

him and Obi had hindered 
the progress of  the talks.

“From the discussion with 
Labour Party, the main issue 
was who becomes the Presi-
dent, if  the parties merge.

“At the end of  the day, 
some of  our representatives 
thought that there should 
be criteria in terms of  age, 
qualification, offices held, 
performance and so on. 
 “Of  course, the other side 
wouldn’t want that. Most of  
the people from there believe 
that presidency has to go 
there (South-East).

…Appeals for international assistance
the South East, until his 
administration came on 
board.

Speaking on his admin-
istration’s huge and ambi-
tious agenda for Anambra 
in the areas of  security, law 
and order, economic trans-
formation, human capital, 
governance, rule of  law 
and value system and the 
environment, Professor 

Soludo emphasized that 
his government wants to 
benchmark with the rest of  
the world in transforming 
Anambra State into a live-
able and prosperous home-
land.

While saying that more 
than half  of  the indigenous 
population of  Ndi Anam-
bra live outside the state, 
the Governor announced 
that his administration will 
soon inaugurate the Anam-
bra Education council, to 

further engender qualita-
tive and accessible educa-
tion, as well as establishing 
the Strategy Execution and 
Evaluation, ‘SEE’ Office.

In his response, Mr. 
Schmale said their vis-
it was to familiarise with 
the South East and erase 
the perception that they 
are only interested in the 
North East. He empha-
sised that though they may 
not be able to make input 
in terms of  financial assis-
tance, but could assist in ar-
eas of  technical assistance 

He explained that one of  
their targets is to identify 

where things are working, 
learn on it and make sure 
other countries capitalize 
on it.

Secretary to the State 
Government, Professor 
Solo Chukwulobelu, Chief  
of  Staff  to the Governor, 
Mr. Ernest Ezeajughi, 
Chief  of  Protocol and 
Deputy Chief  of  Staff  to 
the Governor, Mr. Glam-
our Nwoye, Commissioner 
for Budget and Economic 
Planning, Mrs Chiamaka 
Nnake among other senior 
government officials were 
present at the event.



he United Nation's TOffice on Drug and 
Crime (UNODC) has 

in its effor ts to curb the 
negative influence of  drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking, set 
aside 26th of  June every year 
for campaign against Drug 
Abuse.

It is the expectation of  the 
United Nation's Office on drug 
and crime that every member 
nation of  the United Nations, 
will not only make a strong 
statement against Drug Abuse 
and illicit trafficking, but will 
also give and update on the war 
against Drug Abuse and illicit 
trafficking.

Therefore talking about 
update on the war against Drug 
Abuse, one cannot but wonder 
if  our country Nigeria have 
made any in road in the 
campaign against Drug Abuse, 
especially with Crystalmeth 
(Mkpurumiri) spreading like 
hurricane fire amongst the 
youth.

It is alarming to note the 
neck-deep involvement of  our 
youths in all manners of  drug 
abuse.

Insecurity is widening by 
the day far beyond the control 
of  our security agencies. It is 
now a daily occurrence, that 
Nigerians and residents alike, 
are stopped on the road while 
travelling from one part of  the 
country to another on their 
legitimate duty or business and 
taken hostage, some are lucky 
to come out alive after paying 
ransom, while many others are 
not. Many have asked what 
kind of  country are we living 
in? While many others are 
asking where do we go from 
here? And this second question 
is a stronger food for thought. 
Yes because few years ago, the 

major crime Nigeria had to 
contend with was armed 
robbery in our neighbourhoods 
unable to apply effective cheek, 
by the powers that be, it 
graduated to highway armed 
robbery. As if  that is not 
enough (419) advance free 
fraud was introduced. 

This particular criminal 
activity by criminal minded 
N i g e r i a n s ,  p a i n t e d  t h e 
Nigerian nation and her 
citizens black in the eyes of  
other nations. It got to a point 
that every Nigerian was seen as 
a fraud star outside our shores.

A t  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h i s 
disheartening development, 

Professor Wole Soyinka, a 
noble laureate, was treated in a 
manner not befi t t ing his 
international status. During 
the 1994, World Cup Football 
competition, hosted by the 
Unite States of  America, the 
Washington D.C. Police Chief  
in a Press conference urged 
Americans and visitors to keep 
an eye on Nigerians, he further 
urged his fellow Americans to 
call in his man wherever they 
found two Nigerians or more 
sitting. 

The Nigerian Ambassador 
in the US reacted angrily to the 
embarrassing directive of  the 
Washington police Chief, 
requesting withdrawal of  the 
statement and apology to 
Nigeria and Nigerians. And 
what did we get. Hear the 
Washington DC Police boss, 
“Do I need, to remind you that 
Nigerians have successfully 
swindled Americans and 
resident to the tune of  four 
hundred (400) million Dollars 
in recent times. I won't stand 
and watch them swindle the 
unsuspecting visitors to the 
world cup he concluded”. 

T h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
Nigerian security agencies to 
be pro-active in their effort to 
fight crime, has placed our 
country Nigeria in a precarious 
position in the eyes of  other 
Nations.

Presently in Nigeria we are 
contending with all sorts of  
criminality, you name it, 
kidnapping, trading on human 

body parts to banditry.
We are in this messy 

situation today because, as a 
nation we failed to nip-in the 
bud these criminal activities at 
their early stage.

If  we fail to take concrete 
steps to fight drug Abuse now, 
the consequences will rock our 
boat as a nation.

We should stop seeing 
actions such as that, led to the 
death of  Deborah in Shehu 
Shagari College of  Education 
Sokoto as action born out of  
religious intolerance, but as 
a c t i o n  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h e 
influence of  drug. The attack 
of  worshippers at Saint Francis 

Catholic Church in Owo Ondo 
State, couple of  weeks ago was 
done under the influence of  
drug.

Now is the time for us, as a 
nation to take the fight against 
drug abuse to the length and 
breadth of  our country. We 
must take the war to the major 
and minor vendors of  illicit 
drugs for effective result. 

If  we pretend beyond now, 
the consequences of  drug 
abuse may consume our nation 
Nigeria. 

Now is the time to look for 
the black goat, for we may 
never see it at night!       
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“The Nigerian Ambassador in the US reacted angrily to the
embarrassing directive of  the Washington police Chief, requesting

withdrawal of  the statement and apology to Nigeria and Nigerians.
And what did we get. Hear the Washington DC Police boss,
“Do I need, to remind you that Nigerians have successfully

swindled Americans and resident to the tune of  four hundred
(400) million Dollars in recent times. I won't stand and watch

them swindle the unsuspecting visitors to the world cup
he concluded

Crystalmeth (Mkpuru-mmiri)

By Dimgba Chris



o m e  s e c u r i t y 

Soperatives, popularly 
k n o w n  a s  l o c a l 

v ig i lante,  opera t ing  a t 
Tarzan Junction in Onitsha, 
Anambra State, has been 
accused of  robbing travellers 
at night, in the name of  'Stop 
and Search'.

It was gathered that the 
s e c u r i t y  o p e r a t i v e s , 
numbering about six, usually 
position at the ever-busy 
Tarzan Junction every night, 
with their Pump-Action 
(gun) with assumed original 
in ten t  o f  s ecur ing  the 
environment and the road 
users.

It was, however, reported 
that the security men, who 
usually dress in blacks, have 
totally deviated from their 
pr imar y ass ignment  of  
security to robbery, as they 
n o w  r o b  r o a d  u s e r s , 
especially pedestrians and 
s t randed  t rave l l e r s,  in 
disguise of  running security 
checks on them.

One of  the victims (a 
female), who spoke with our 
correspondent last night said 
the  secur i ty  per sonne l 
robbed her of  her seven 
thousand naira (N7,000) the 
penultimate night (Saturday) 
in the name of  'Stop and 
Search'.

“My brother, if  I tell you 
wetin this people do me 
yesterday…,” she said (in 
pidgin English).

Narrating her ordeal, the 
victim who did mention her 
name before she started 
talking, said, “I was coming 
back late from a journey, 
with my bag and my two 
Android phones, heading to 
Awkuzu. I didn't see Keke, I 
didn't see bus, because it was 
already very late (around 
after 8).

“My fellow passengers 
slept in the park of  the Peace 
Mass Transit where our 
driver parked and said he 
would continue the journey 
tomorrow, for those going to 
Awka and Enugu. But my 
spirit didn't allow me to sleep 
t h e r e  i n s i d e  t h e  b u s , 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  m y 
destination is now close.

“So, when I came out and 
didn't see bus going to 
Aw k u z u ,  i n  O y i  l o c a l 

government area of  the state, 
someone told me to get to the 
Tarzan Junction first with 
shuttle or Keke, which I did. 
So when I alighted at Tarzan, 
and was now trekking up to 
wait for bus by the road side, 
this people called me. I 
initially didn't want to go, but 
seeing that they're security 
men in uniform and with 
guns, I went, still in fear 
anyway.”

Continuing, she said: 
“When I reached, they asked 
me who I was, where I was 
coming from, where I was 
going to, what I do for a 
l iving, and what I  was 
carrying in my bag. I didn't 
know which one to start 
answering from. As I wanted 
t o  s t a r t  t a l k i n g ,  t h e y 

commanded me to come out 
of  the road and follow them 
into a nearby dark open shop 
by the roadside.

“As fear enveloped more, 
they snatched my bag and 
carried it into that place, and 
ordered me to come there. 
When I reached there, they 
asked me who owned the two 
Android  phones  I  was 
holding. As I wanted to talk, 
they  sna tched  the  two 
phones from me, and told me 
to bring the receipts of  the 
phones.

“In all these things, I had 
never said a single word. 
They told me not to waste 
their time; and also started 
searching my bag, where 
they found N7, 500 and 
immediately took. They now 

gave me three options of  
either providing the receipts 
of  my two Android phones 
immediately, or forfeiting the 
phones, or forfeiting my 
money.

“Before I even said a 
word, they gave me my 
phones and N500, told me to 
carry my bag, and then they 
went away with my N7, 000, 
and ordered me to vacate the 
area immediately and enter a 
shuttle bus which fortunately 
stopped there to pick a 
passenger.”

“My dear that was how I 
lost my N7, 000 oo.” This 
kind of  thing had never 
happened to me before. 
Security people for that 
matter,”  she lamented, 
adding that the driver and 
some other passengers in that 
shuttle bus told her to even 
count herself  lucky that they 
even returned her phones to 
her and did not even rape her 
on gun point, noting that the 
security people had long 
turned the area to a danger 
zone, after she narrated what 
happened to her.

The victim, who shared 
this experience yesterday 
night (Friday) in a bus was 
corroborating a story earlier 
narrated by a co-passenger in 
that bus, who said he was 
similarly robbed that night 

(yesterday) at the same 
Tarzan Junction by the same 
vigilante operatives.

The yesterday victim, 
whom the bus picked a bit far 
away  f rom the  Tarzan 
Junction where he was 
waiting for Awka bus, said 
the security people ordered 
him to go there and wait for 
bus after they had robbed 
him of  N13,700 and gave 
him some 'hot slaps', for 
failing to provide the receipt 
of  his over-ten-year-old 
laptop that they found while 
searching his traveling bag.

“Nwanne, walahi, ndi a 
etichago m here. Ha tichara 
m  k p a m k p a m  n a  n k e 
ikpeazu a,” he lamented.

He said they returned his 
laptop to him, gave him the 
hot slap on top, hit him with 
the base of  a gun and kicked 
him out of  the same dark 
o p e n  s h o p  w h e n  h e 
attempted to pester them to 
return his money.

In a similar development, 
a driver of  the Eastern Mass 
Transit, was also seen in 
Awka  tha t  same  n igh t 
(yesterday), lamenting that 
he and some of  the few 
passengers he picked along 
the road while returning 
from Onitsha to Awka on a 
personal trip, were also 
robbed of  their phones and 
money in Onitsha that same 
night, by a group of  young 
boys who double-crossed 
him with two motorcycles 
after he slowed down and 
picked a stranded passenger.

He said the boys, who 
m i g h t  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e 
criminals terrorizing Onitsha 
for years, had pistols with 
them, which they used to 
terrorize and rob them.

The driver, who had a 
distended lips, further said 
the boys also repeatedly 
punched and hit him with 
their pistol and tore his 
clothes when he initially 
refused to release his phone 
on their request.

When contacted, the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer of  the Anambra State 
Police Command, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu promised 
to forward the report to the 
DPO of  the  a rea ,  and 
assured of  further details and 
investigation.
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Vigilantes operating as Stop and Search accused

of robbing travellers at gun point in Onitsha 

  Before I  even said a word
 they gave me my phones and N500,

told me to carry my bag, and then they
went away with my N7, 000, and ordered
me to vacate the area immediately and

enter a shu�le bus which fortunately
stopped there to pick a passenger
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s a physical therapist, I 

Aam numb to hearing 
'diet 'and 'exercise' in 

the same sentence, but I still 
cringe a little bit at this. The fact 
is that diet and exercise are not 
the same: Diets refer to the 
external sources of  energy that 
fuel metabolic processes, while 
exercise is a metabolic action of  
skeletal muscle. In the same 
way that the liver is an organ, 
the skeletal muscle is not only 
the biggest organ in the body, 
but is also the biggest metabolic 
o r g a n .  W h i l e  i t  s o u n d s 
ridiculous to associate diets and 
the liver with weight loss in the 
same sentence, we have no 
problem equating movement, 
one of  the many functions of  
the skeletal muscle with weight 
l o s s .  T h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
metabolism assumes that there 
is some extra energy lying 
around that  can be used 
through exercise to raise the 
daily energy requirement and 
burn off  the unwanted fat by 
choice. Therefore, when we 
run, jog, or walk, we certainly 
feel good and mistakenly 
anticipate that breaking the 
sweat, along with the huffing 
and puffing of  the exercise 
session, would almost translate 
to instant weight loss, and some 
would not hesitate to step on 
the weighing scale immediately 
after a bout of  exercise. If  this 
were so, we would all be skinny.

Before industrialisation, 
sickness and death were mainly 
caused by infectious diseases. 
Besides, of  all the body's 
organs, the skeletal muscle is 
t h e  o n l y  o r g a n  w e  c a n 
voluntarily move and therefore 
i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t 
movement  i s  par t  of  the 
physiological processes that has 
anything to do with illness and 
health. Arguably, this is not an 
intentional view because most 
of  the metabolic processes are 
p e r f o r m e d  w i t h o u t  a n y 
awareness and therefore it is 
very easy to divorce exercise 
from overall metabolism. This 
is why most people put off  
exercise to some days in the 
future because there is no such 
thing as a “muscle attack” with 
sedentary living, but everyone 
hopes and prays that their heart 
muscle never stops. The fact of  
the matter is that exercise is a 
huge part of  metabolism and 
not a tool for weight loss.

I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s,  a t  t h e 
beginning of  industrialisation, 
w h e n  t h e  m i d d l e  a g e 
population in the workforce 
were dropping like flies from 

heart attacks, doctors could not 
find germs to treat and it took a 
long time to reach a consensus 
that sedentary occupation was 
associated with the heart's ill-
health. A couple of  decades 
b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r t  a t t a c k 
epidemic, doctors could not 
e x p l a i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
hypertension, which also set off  
controversy about whether to 
treat hypertension or not. The 
eminent cardiologists of  the 
day who were on the side of  “do 
not treat” were Drs Paul 
Dudley White and J. H. Hay. Dr 
White was quoted as saying, 
“hyper tension may be an 
impor tant  compensa tor y 
mechanism which should not 
be tampered with, even were it 
is certain that we could control 
it”. Dr Hay was not so subtle 
and derided his colleagues by 
saying, “the greatest danger to a 
man with blood pressure lies in 
its discovery, because then 
some fool is certain to try and 
reduce it”.

Before the modern calorie-
r i c h - l a b o u r - s a v i n g 
environment, skeletal muscle 
via daily physical activity put 
the lid on chronic diseases. 
Given that man has always 
lived in persistent limited 
energy resources, each organ 
and system of  the body has a 
pre-allocated energy per day 
and according to the recent 
constraint energy theory, long-
standing physical inactivity 
t r iggers  energ y  conf l i c t s 
between multiple systems, 
especially between the brain 
and the immune cells and thus 

opens the floodgates to chronic 
diseases in several metabolic 
pathways. The contracting 
skeletal muscle drives all organs 
t o w a r d  “ o x i d a t i v e 
p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n ”  t h a t 
improves the efficiency of  the 
so-called Krebs cycle for the 
production of  chemical energy 
called ATP, water, and carbon 
dioxide. Without the normal 
mechanical stress propagated 
by the contracting skeletal 
muscle on individual cells and 
systems, the energy given up by 
the skeletal muscle is stored as 
fats and appropriated by the 
selfish immune system.

Therefore, in the absence 
of  infection, the immune 
system is unusually activated in 
a calorie-rich sedentary state 
t h r o u g h  t h e  “ b a c k d o o r ” 
pathways that block the self-
regulation to end inflammation 
within four to seven days. This 
energy hijack by the selfish 
immune system leads to weak 
but unresolved low grade 
chronic inflammation and has 
been attributed to be the “cause 
of  causes” of  most metabolic 
diseases or modern chronic 
diseases.

The protective health effect 
of  chronic exercise is very 
obv ious,  bu t  we  tend  to 
disregard i t .  I t  has  been 
r e c o r d e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  i n 
traditional societies eat more 
carbohydrates than people in 
the Western world but they 
hardly have diabetes, heart 
attacks and hypertension. And 
while they may die of  infectious 
diseases before age fifteen, 

studies have shown that they 
live as long as people in the 
Western culture once they get 
past 15 years. For instance, the 
Ts a m i n e  t r i b e  h a s  b e e n 
recorded to have the best heart 
health on the planet, with low 
blood pressure throughout 
adult life and no history of  
heart attacks. The question is 
how do they maintain good 
metabolic health into old age? It 
appears this has to do with the 
considerable duration of  their 
daily physical activity. While 
we run or jog on treadmills, and 
do brisk walking for 30 minutes 
or more, people in traditional 
societies just walk and hardly 
run, except during fight or flight 
situations. In fact, running is so 
rare in traditional societies and 
to buttress this, an African 
proverb says, “If  you see a man 
running in the bush full of  
thorns and spikes, if  he is not 
pursuing something, something 
is definitely pursuing him”.

Furthermore, observation 
of  the active Sumo wrestler has 
shown that exercise alone, not 
diet, is the prime driver of  
metabolic health. A search for 
top 10 Sumo wrestlers revealed 
an incredible weight range from 
520 to 645 pounds. A typical 
sumo wrestler eats about 7,000 
to 10,000 calories a day but 
participates in several hours of  
gruesome exercise from as early 
as 5 a.m. till lunch time. 
Surprisingly, sumo wrestlers 
are known to be metabolically 
healthy during their active 
professional years, despite their 

enormous consumption and 
weight. However, the health 
protection they enjoy during 
active wrestling years is lost and 
the chronic diseases related to 
obesity are activated once they 
retire and become less active, 
even with drastic cuts on their 
consumption.

We talk about all kinds of  
diets to promote health but the 
big elephant in the room is the 
exercise part. In traditional 
societies with limited food 
availability, the duration of  
walking per day is more than 
100 minutes. Also, the active 
sumo wrestlers, who eat up to 
10 ,000  ca lor i e s  pe r  day, 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  g r u e s o m e 
exercises of  up to four to seven 
hours on a daily basis. The only 
common thing about  the 
hunter/gatherers and active 
sumo wrestlers is the long 
durations of  physical activity, 
which undoubtedly accounts 
for their good metabolic health. 
According to the World Health 
Organisation, approximately 
3.2 million people die every 
year due to physical inactivity. 
Decades of  physical inactivity 
take a toll on the health span in 
Western civilisation and later 
years are often spent managing 
ill-health and grappling with 
progressive decline in the 
quality of  life. The prevalence 
of  modern chronic diseases is 
not due to diets or obesity, it is 
driven by the exercise gap.

W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
metabolic health, exercise 
duration matters.
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 former Senator, who 

Arepresented Ebonyi 
Central Zone in the 

Senate, Senator Emmanuel 
Onwe, has urged the Economic 
a n d  F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission, the Federal 
Investigation Bureau and the 
Department of  States Services 
to as a matter of  urgency wing 
into action to unravel alleged 
contract racket involving a 
company, Express Concerns 
International Ltd and one Mr 
Onny Igbokwe who parades as 
whistleblower. 

This is as Senator Onwe 
alleged that Igbokwe opted to 
drag him and the company in 
the mud when his attempt to 
de f raud  Express  Concer 
International Ltd of  over N117 
million for the execution of  a 
training contract blew up and 
was foiled. 

F i n d i n g s  r eve a l  t h a t 
Igbokwe, had through his 
lawyers, Kanu Ogbonnia .O. 
and Co, allegedly petitioned 
the Presidential Amnesty 
Prog ramme;  the  Federa l 
Ministry of  Justice; among 
others,  claiming that the 
Senator and Express Concerns 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L t d  w e r e 
involved in illegal N500million 
deal.

According to the alleged 
petition, dated June 10, 2022, a 
copy of  which was sighted by 
Ult imate News,  Igbokwe 
claimed he was the founding 
father of  the Presidential 
Amnesty Training contract 
programme.

But during an interaction 
with journalists, in Abakaliki, 
on Friday, Onwe, who is the 
Director of  the Agric Division 
o f  E x p r e s s  C o n c e r n s 
International Ltd, insisted that 
Igbokwe became aggrieved 
because he scuttled his criminal 
efforts to steal the 30 per cent 
mobilisation fund, for a project 
meant to train Niger Delta 
youths. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
Igbokwe's intention was to 
steal the money and proceed to 
probably poison him to avert 
t r a c e s  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t e d 
criminal diversion of  the fund. 

He said, "The information 
being peddled by Mr Onny 
Igbokwe is absolutely false. 
This is  nothing but pure 
criminal blackmail for that 
matter, arising from the greed 
of  this crook called Igbokwe 
and his criminal co-travellers. 

"An award of  contract was 
made to Express Concerns 
Intentional Ltd on the 24th of  

November, 2021 to train 90 
Niger Delta youths.

"This so-called petition he 
(Igbokwe) is peddling arose 
from the fact that he demanded 
N84million from me, which of  
course there was no way I was 
going to give him N84million 
from a contract that would not 
yield a profit of  that amount. 

"By the way, this contract is 
to train young people from the 
Niger Delta in rice farming, fish 
farming and poultry. "

Onwe, who is the All 
Progresives Grand Alliance 
Senator ia l  candidate  for 
Ebonyi Central maintained 
t h a t  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
frustration, a sense of  abject 
failure and envy is driving Mr 
Igbokwe to a distraction.

"He (Igbokwe) was the one 
who brought these so called 
bankers from the First City 
Monument Bank, FCMB, in 
Abuja. We signed the relevant 
sections of  the account opening 
forms and they took the forms 

back and we supplied our 
passports photographs and ID 
cards. And by we, I mean the 
C h a i r m a n  o f  E x p r e s s 
Concerns International Ltd, 
Chief  Daniel  Okeke and 
myself. A board resolution was 
made and signed to that effect 
b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e 
company.

"Unknown to us, what 
Igbokwe did was to strike out 
the sections that Mr Okeke's 
details were to be inserted. He 
struck out those sections and 
inserted his own details and 
made himself  sole signatory to 
the account. He proceeded to 
forge a board resolution of  
E x p r e s s  C o n c e r n s 
International Ltd to perfect his 
fraud. Have you ever seen a 
situation where someone who 
is acting as a witness to account 
opening was also a signatory to 
such an account. This is 
precisely what Igokwe set up."

He added, "When they 
specifically and categorically 

d e c l a r e :  " S e n a t o r ,  D r 
Emmanuel Onwe, the All 
Progresives Grand Alliance 
Senatorial candidate, Ebonyi 
Central" blah, blah, blah, 
doesn't that tell you a lot of  
what they planned to achieve 
(defamation). 

"This clearly tells you that 
these people are calculating 
this to be a hit job on my 
character, a hit job on my 
integrity, a hit job on what I 
stand for morally, politically 
and socially. But it's not going 
to stand. 

"We have made reports to 
security agencies and they are 
looking into this matter and 
very soon those behind this will 
be unraveled, because this is a 
racket. As a matter of  fact, part 
of  this racket are people that 
were involved in the illegal and 
criminal raiding of  the home of  
the former Justice of  the 
Supreme Court, Justice Mary 
Odili. But we will leave that for 
the security agencies to handle 

and we believe this will happen 
sooner than later.

“The contract in question 
is fully insured with a first rape 
insurance company. There is 
no aspect in which the public 
interest is threatened. If  a 
commercial transaction of  this 
nature fails, the parties have 
numerous options. Anyone 
with half  a brain will see this for 
the hatchet job it is. We are 
going to forge ahead with our 
contractual obligations and if  
issues arise, the mechanisms 
for a resolution are clearly spelt 
out. Only a brainless moron 
would fail to realise that.

"My supporters know me. 
My integrity is as solid as the 
rock and nothing they do will 
affect that. And in the fullness 
of  time, by the time we bring 
these criminal blackmailers to 
book, we will be justified. 
Therefore, I'm inviting EFCC, 
FIB, DSS and others to come 
and investigate this matter."
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resident Muhammadu PBuhar i  on  Sa tu rday 
even ing  re tur ned  to 

Abuja after a five-day State Visit 
to Lisbon, Portugal, where 
Nigeria and the European nation 
signed a Memorandum of  
Unders tanding  in  d iverse 
sectors.

W h i l e  i n  L i s b o n ,  t h e 
Nigerian leader held several 
bilateral engagements which 
culminated in the signing of  
Agreements and Memoranda of  
Understanding between Nigeria 
and Portugal.

The MoUs signed include 
Po l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s , 
Diplomatic Training, Research 
a n d  t h e  E x c h a n g e  o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
Documentation.

Cooperation in the field of  
Culture; Cooperation in the 
Field of  Women and Girls 
Development, Empowerment 
and Gender Affairs; Youths and 
Sports were also parts of  the 
cooperation.

President Buhari had earlier 
met with representatives of  

Nigerians living in Portugal, on 
Wednesday night, where he 
again cautioned Nigerians 
abroad against the use of  social 
media to insult and incite from a 
safe and anonymous distance.

Buhari rather urged them to 
always promote Nigeria's unity.

According to the president, 
social media can be a force for 
good, as well as a force for evil. 
He urged all Nigerian citizens to 
make use of  social media for the 
general good of  society.

Also on Thursday in Lisbon, 
Buhari called for an increase in 
the volume of  t rade with 
P o r t u g a l  a s  w e l l  a s 
d ivers i f i ca t ion  to  non-o i l 
products.

The president made the call 
at a seminar between businesses 
in Nigeria and Portugal.

According to the President 
Buhari, the two countries are in 
dire need of  new investment 
opportunities following the 
devastation to global economies 
caused  by  the  COVID-19 
pandemic and, in recent times, 
the impact of  the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

P re s iden t  Buhar i  a l so 

expressed the readiness of  
Nigeria to fill the natural gas 
gaps in Europe predicated by the 
current Russian-Ukrainian war.

A l s o  o n  Ju n e  3 0 ,  t h e 
president approved the renewal 
of  the appointment of  Patience 
Oniha as the Director-General 
of  the Debt Management Office 
(DMO) for the second term of  5 
years.

The president on Friday met 
with Carlos Moedas, Mayor of  
L i sbon  and  Ci ty  Counc i l 
Members, where he expressed 
gratitude and appreciation to 
them for  accommodat ing 
Nigerians and those fleeing the 
war in Ukraine.

B u h a r i  a l s o  u s e d  t h e 
occasion to congratulate him 
and his party on their electoral 
victory and his emergence as the 
Mayor of  Lisbon.

The president's media aide, 
Garba Shehu, in a statement, 
said the Nigerian leader thanked 
Carlis Moedas for graciously 
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
delegation in the 'beautiful and 
historic coastal city of  Lisbon'.

P re s iden t  Buhar i  a l so 
pledged Nigeria's commitment 

to reducing marine plastic 
pollution from land-based 
sources and activities.

The president gave the 
assurance in a speech delivered 
on his behalf  by the Minister of  
State for Environment, Sharon 
Ikeazor, at the 2022 UN Ocean 
Conference, in Lisbon, Portugal, 
on Friday.

While highlighting Nigeria's 
effort at ensuring the health and 
sustainability of  oceans, seas 
and marine resources, Buhari 
said, a national policy on plastic 
pollution and the road map for 
tackling solid and plastic waste 
m a n a g e m e n t  h a d  b e e n 
formulated and established.

Buhari, who lauded the UN 
for leading the process of  
effective ocean governance, said 
that Nigeria had mainstreamed 
ocean management into the 
e c o n o my,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a 
Presidential Committee on 
Sustainable Blue Economy.

He also announced that 
Nigeria had embarked on the 
creation of  two marine protected 
areas.

A l s o ,  t h e  P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, State House, Abuja, 
Tijjani Umar, on July 1 revealed 

that President Muhammadu 
Buhari would inaugurate the 
new Presidential Wing of  the 
State House Clinic in December.

Umar,  who  made  th i s 
known at the State House 
SERVICOM Unit Awards for 
the Year 2021 in Abuja, revealed 
that the construction work on 
the befitting health facility had 
already reached 75 per cent stage 
of  completion.

According to him, the multi-
billion naira medical facility will 
be one of  the legacies the Buhari 
administration will leave behind 
for incoming administrations in 
the country.

It could be recalled that 
before departing for Lisbon on 
Tuesday, the president had held 
official engagements including 
the swearing-in of  Justice 
Olukayode Ariwoola as the 
acting Chief  Justice of  Nigeria 
(CJN) on June 27.

The swearing in of  Mr 
Ariwoola, the next most senior 
in the hierarchy of  the Supreme 
Court, as the new CJN, followed 
the resignation of  Justice Tanko 
Muhammed on health grounds.
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in performance - Army Secretary
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By Jennifer John 

T
he Chief  of  Army 
Staff, General Faruk 
Yahaya has posited 

that sound spiritual standing 
will help troops of  the Ni-
gerian Army in performing 
their duties effectively

Yahaya made this asser-
tion through Major General 
J.H Abdusalam, the Military 
Secretary, Army who rep-
resented him at the Nigeri-
an Army Day Celebration 
J’umaat prayers held at the 
Brigade’s Central Mosque.

He said the Army Day 
Celebration is a yearly cele-
bration that has been on for 
159one hundred and fifty of  
the existence of  the Nigerian 
Army.

According to Abdusalam, 
the Chief  of  Army Staff  has 
continued to improve on in-
frastructures, in terms of  re-
ligious places of  worship like 
Mosques, Churches all over 
their barracks, to improve the 
spiritual wellbeing of  troops, 
which will also help them in 
performing their duties cred-
itably.

He said the J’umaat prayer 
was aimed at lifting the Nige-
rian Army to God in prayer 

in the Muslim way, as there 
will also be prayers in the 
Christian way on Sunday.

“We pray for the unity of  
the nation, for our troops in 
various theatres, we pray for 
their safety and for them to 
achieve the purpose that took 
them wherever they were 
posted.”

The army secretary said the 
Chief  of  Army Staff  has put 
in a lot of  effort to promote 
and enhance the welfare of  
the Nigeria Army personnel 
since he assumed office.

“In terms of  their salaries, 
allowances, everything that 
has to do with the welfare of  
the personnel has been his 
topmost priority.”

Meanwhile, a golf  “Hole” 
named after the Chief  of  
Staff  at the Arsenal Gulf  and 
Country Club, 34 Artillery 
Brigade, Obinze, was un-
veiled, Saturday, second day 
of  the pr

Speaking during the un-
veiling, the Chief  of  Army 
Staff, represented by Major 
General Victor Ezegwu, said 
anything that improves the 
physical wellbeing of  officers 
and soldiers is his topmost 
priority and identified golf  as 
one of  them.

He appreciated the golf  
club for naming one of  their 
holes in his honour and 
promised to offer his as-
sistance for its continuous 
smooth running.

Earlier in the address of  
the club members, read by 
their captain, Rtd. Commo-
dore O.E Osuagwu traced 

the history of  the club which 
dates back to 2008 when it 
was commissioned by Late 
Rtd. Lt. Gen. Luka Yusuf, 
describing it as the best and 
playable golf  course in the 
South East of  Nigeria.

They said their current golf  
house was being built by the 
contribution of  members of  

Suspected cult group attack Anambra monarch, 
others, vandalise over N25m worth of properties
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

H
oodlums suspected 
to be cultists have 
launched an attack 

on the traditional ruler of  
Ebenebe, Awka North Lo-
cal Government Area of  
Anambra, Igwe Christo-
pher Nnaegbune and some 
of  his subjects, vandalising 
some properties worth about 
N25M.

This was barely five 
months after a suspected 
cult group attacked and 
killed about twenty persons 

at a burial ceremony in the 
same community.

News Echo learnt that the 
incident occurred between 
10pm to 12 midnight last 
week Monday, June 27, but 
no life was lost.

“Hoodlums numbering 
about 100 invaded the pal-
ace of  the traditional ruler 
of  Ebenebe, Igwe Christo-
pher Nnaegbune at around 
midnight on Monday. The 
Igwe had gone to sleep. 
They came prepared for 
war; some were beating 
Ogene (metal gongs), while 
others shot sporadically on 
air. 

“When no one could 
open the gate for them, 
they forced it open, using 
their clubs and other dan-
gerous weapons. However, 
they met no one outside 
the premises. After making 
noise, they left,” the source 
stated.

It was also gathered that 
the hoodlums same night, 
first visited the compound 
of  late Chief  Okoye family 
at Obuno village, Ebenebe 
in search of  a youth leader, 
Mr Chukwujekwu Okoye, 
during which they vandal-
ised Almaco doors, win-
dows, chairs, generating set 

and other properties in the 
two buildings in the com-
pound.

Although there was no 
information to show why 
the attack was launched on 
both people, a source, who 
claimed to be awake when 
the incident occured, said 
he overheard the hoodlums 
saying they came to kill a 
member of  the family, Mr 
Chukwujekwu Okoye.

According to the source, 
Chukwujekwu, who is the 
Chairman of  Obuno Village 
Youth, always used security 
men to chase away hood-
lums from the community, 
and the monarch was also 
against their nefarious activ-
ities.

An eyewitness and mem-
ber of  the family, Mr Festus 
Okoye, said he narrowly es-
caped death on the day of  
the incident, as the hood-
lums, on discovering that he 
was inside one of  the rooms 
with his family, ordered 
them to come out.

“Our life is in danger. 
When they forced our en-
trance gate open, they went 
round our compound, de-
stroying all the Almaco 
glasses and doors to see if  

there are people inside any 
of  the rooms.

 “It was in the process they 
discovered that I was inside 
with my wife and my child. 
They ordered us to come 
outside. But I pleaded with 
them. On hearing my voice, 
they said ‘O h is man of  
God, let us live him.’ That 
was how they spared my 
family,” Mr Okoye stated.

Collaborating this, Mr 
Chukwujekwu Okoye, who 
has gone hiding since the in-
cident, said he has reported 
the matter to the police, and 
called for government inter-
vention to nip crime to the 
bud in Ebenebe, as his life 
and those of  his family were 
in danger because the hood-
lums were still threatening 
to kill him. 

When contacted, the Tra-
ditional Ruler of  Ebenebe, 
Igwe Christopher Nnaegb-
une, admitted that there was 
an attack on his palace by 
hoodlums on the said date, 
but promised to provide de-
tails later.

Responding in a text 
message, the Police Public 
Relations Officer, Ikenga 
Tochukwu said “I don’t 
have such report before me. 
Please”

By Jennifer John 

T
he captain, Arsenal 
Golf  and Country 
Club, Rt. Commo-

dore O.E. Osuagwu has 
made it clear that the fu-
ture of  Nigeria lies in the 
hands of  the youths, calling 
on them to rise up and take 
over their country.

Osuagwu made this asser-
tion while fielding questions 
from newsmen after a golf  
tournament at the golf  club, 
as part of  activities marking 
the 2022 edition of  Army 
Day Celebration, being 
hosted in Imo State.

He recalled that leaders 
and founding fathers; Gow-
on, Awolowo, Zik, Tafawa 
Belewa, Ironsi, Ojukwu, 
Sardauna of  Sokoto, who 
led the country in its hay 
days  were all youths in their 
thirties and had direction.

He appreciated the army 
for hosting their programme 
in Imo, which he said has 
guaranteed the citizens a 
sense of  security.

The retired Commodore 
who is currently working 
as a private security expert 
in Nigeria, however called 
on youths of  the state to 
protect the state to step for-
ward and secure their state 
and communities, advising 
them to jettison criminality 
which he said does not pay 
at all.

“It does not pay us do-
ing what we are doing to 
ourselves today. Igbo land 
is bearing the brunt of  the 
whole thing. Economy is 
down, social life is suffer-
ing. Why must we be killing 
ourselves.

“I plead with everybody; 
the youths, the Ezes, the 
leaders to come together. 
Let us return to who we 
used to be before now “.

Osuagwu condemned the 
barbaric act of  people kill-
ing their fellow indigenes 
and displaying their severed 
head on markets and other 
public places, describing it 
as a very big taboo in Ig-
boland.

Men of  the Nigeria Army pose with the Chief  of  Staff,  Farouk Yahaya, represented by Major Col. Sani Bello.

the club, with major contribu-
tion from their Board of  Trus-
tee members and requested 
the assistance of  the Chief  of  
Staff  towards its completion.

The club members also 
requested the COAS to as-
sist them with the provision 
of  300KVA transformer for 
electricity within and around 
the golf  course and an annual 
subvention for the golf  club 
from his office.

“The golf  course is a very 
good recreational facility for 
officers and soldiers of  the 
Nigerian Army. It has played 
enormous role in promoting 
and maintaining the civil mil-
itary relationship”.

While thanking the COAS 
for accepting the hole they 
offered him, they requested 
that the hole be maintained 
with an annual subscription 
of  N200, 000.

... As military golfers name “Hole” after Chief  of  Staff

... Pleads for cessation of killings
in Igboland
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Hijab Controversy: Onitsha-based lawyer 
appears in court dressed as Pastor
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

P
roceedings at a mag-
istrate court sitting 
in Okpoko, Ogbaru 

Local Government Area 
near Onitsha, Anambra 
State, were forced to an 
immediate halt on Thurs-
day as an Onitsha-based 
lawyer, Ogbachalu Abu-
chi Goshen, appeared in a 
matter dressed in full cler-
ical robes as an ordained 
Reverend.

The court presided by 
Her Worship CB Mbaegbu 
was progressing smoothly 
until a matter was called 
up and Barr Abuchi an-

nounced his appearance 
as a defence counsel fully 
kitted in clerical robes, ro-
man collar, long cross and 
a stole around his neck.

When the Magistrate 
said he cannot appear and 
address the court in that 
regalia, he objected citing 
the recent Supreme Court 
judgment that gave female 
students backing to wear 
hijabs to public schools as 
his authority.

As the Magistrate stood 
her ground that he cannot 
appear in her court in that 
mode of  dressing, Abuchi 
also insisted that it was his 
right and that the objection 
by the Magistrate was an 
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infringement on his funda-
mental rights as enshrined 
in section 38 of  the 1999 
constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria.

As the arguments con-
tinued with both the Mag-
istrate and the lawyer re-
fusing to shift ground, the 
atmosphere in the court 
became charged and the 
Magistrate rose abruptly 
forcing the court to dismiss 
immediately.

Various lawyers and peo-
ple who came for different 
matters filed outside as the 
Magistrate immediately 
entered her car and drove 
off.

Residents and landlords 

of  Okpoko who had con-
verged at the court in their 
numbers for a hearing over 
a case of  assault, conduct 
likely to cause a breach of  
peace and malicious dam-
age slammed against them 
by the police at the instance 
of  Enugu Electricity Distri-
bution Company (EEDC) 
over their agitation for the 
discontinuation of  estimat-
ed high billings were disap-
pointed as the matter was 
the next in the schedule 
before the disruption.

Lawyer to the residents 
Emmanuel Nzekwe, who 
counselled the defend-
ants, Samuel Aballa and 
Obumneke Ohiagu, to 

Police partner Int’l Red Cross for Human 
Rights promotion in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra Police 
Command in part-
nership with the 

International Red Cross 
(IRC) have organised a two 
days training of  no fewer 

than 50 police personnel as 
measure to promoting and 
enforcing human rights in 
Nigeria.

Our Correspondent re-
ports that the event which 
took place at the Command 
Headquarters, Amawbia 
had in attendance Sectional 
heads from State Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(SCID), Awka, Area Crime 
Officers and Divisional 
Crime Officers from Area 
Command and Divisional 
Headquaters.

Police Public Relations 
Officer, Anambra State Po-
lice Command DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, in a statement 
made available to News 
Echo on Friday noted that 
“As part of  efforts at pro-
tecting, enforcing and pro-
moting human rights in 
Nigeria, Anambra State 

prevail on their teeming 
members in court to re-
main law-abiding and wait 
till the next court sitting 
for a new date, described 
lawyer Abuchi’s action as 
unnecessary. He said the 
Supreme Court decision is 
about hijab for ladies and 
not an invitation for law-
yers to appear in court in 
their religious denomina-
tional robes.

But in an interview, Abu-
chi justified his actions and 
said that the incident has 
already become a consti-
tutional matter since the 

Supreme Court made such 
a ruling.

 He said the court should 
also answer what will hap-
pen when a female Muslim 
lawyer enters the court in 
her hijab. He said that he is 
an ordained minister of  the 
church and should also be 
allowed to appear that way 
in court since the Supreme 
Court has decided.

Asked whether the ruling 
is in the best interest of  the 
judiciary, he said that for 
now, it remains a precedent 
that must be obeyed unless 
there is a judicial review.

Police Command is holding 
a two day training program 
for some of  its officers and 
men in the Command on 
international human rights 
law”. 

“A total of  50 officers, 
including: sectional heads 
from State Criminal Investi-
gation Department (SCID), 
Awka, Area Crime Officers 
and Divisional Crime Of-
ficers from Area Command 
and Divisional Headquar-
ters were nominated and 
are already participating in 
the training exercise which 
commenced 30th June and 
ends today, 1st July, 2022”.

“The Training which is 
also designed to enhance 
prompt responses to mat-
ters of  human rights abuse 
while ensuring top-notch 
professionalism among 
Police Operatives in the 

discharge of  their duties 
as officers was declared 
open by the Commissioner 
of  Police, Anambra State, 
CP Echeng Echeng who 
was ably represented by 
the Deputy Commissioner 
of  Police, Anambra State, 
DCP Peter Ozigi”. 

The CP thanked the Or-
ganizers of  the training 
and urged the participants 
to see human rights as a 
crime prevention strategy 
and a means to build Po-
lice confindence in mem-
bers of  public. It is a way to 
strengthen the institutional 
accountability and internal 
mechanisms.

Also at the training pro-
gram were, Assistant Com-
missioner of  Police ACP 
Anietie Eyoh, Chief  Su-
perintendent of  Police CSP 
Mike Ojegbe and others.

Police arrest woman for pushing
down 14-yr-old house help from
4 storey building in Onitsha
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Police Operatives 
have arrested a sus-

pected 29-year-old woman, 
Mrs Onwanna Nnenna, for 
attempted murder of  her 
house help.

The State Police Public 
Relations Officers, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu, who dis-
closed this in a statement, on 
Sunday, said that the suspect 
pushed the victim, Miss Ijeo-
ma Nwafor, native of  Achal-
la, in Awka North LGA, 
when she was beating her.

He said the suspect, Mrs 
Nnenna, is a native of  Nan-
do, in Anambra East LGA. 

And  that the incident hap-
pen at Otu street, Awada 
Onitsha, on 2/7/2022, at 
about 4pm.

According to the PPRO, 
Preliminary information 
shows that the victim, one 
miss Ijeoma Nwafor F 
14year old, native of  Achal-
la, Awka North LGA, was 
pushed down from a four 
storey building by the sus-
pect, when she was beating 
her. Other details reveal that 
the victim is a house help to 
the suspect.

Meanwhile, Mrs Nnenna 
is currently in Police custo-
dy and the victim, receiving 
treatment in a hospital. Fur-
ther development shall be 
communicated please.Anambta Police and the Red Cross during a Human Rights partnership programme in Awka over the weekend.

Buhari should redirect presidency,
National Assembly budgets to ASUU
 – SERAP

S
ocio-Economic Rights 
and Accountability Pro-
ject (SERAP) has urged 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to meet the demands of  
the Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU).

The group advised Buhari 
to redirect some of  the pres-
idency’s N3.6 billion budget 
for feeding and travels, and 
the N134 billion allocated to 
the National Assembly for 
2022 to ASUU.

SERAP also called for the 
recovery of  “missing N105.7 
billion of  public funds” from 
ministries, departments and 
agencies (MDAs) to fund 
public tertiary institutions.

In a letter on July 2, 
Deputy Director, ERTAP, 
Kolawole Oluwadare said 
meeting ASUU’s demands 
would address the inequality 
in educational opportunity.

SERAP lamented that the 
government’s failure to im-
plement the agreement with 

the union has kept many stu-
dents at home while the chil-
dren of  politicians attend pri-
vate schools. “If  people have 
access to education, they can 
develop the skills, capacity 
and confidence to secure oth-
er rights. “Education gives 
people the ability to access in-
formation detailing the range 
of  rights that they hold, and 
government’s obligations.”

SERAP urged the Presi-
dent to take action on its de-
mand within seven days or 
face legal actions to compel 
the government to comply.

ASUU accuses the gov-
ernment of  poor funding 
and little commitment to the 
payment of  academic earned 
allowance (EAA).

Others are the continued 
use of  the Integrated Person-
nel Payroll Information Sys-
tem (IPPIS) and the refusal to 
adopt the Universities Trans-
parency and Accountability 
Solution (UTAS).

... As 50 officers benefit from the training programme
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Foreign News

A
irports in Germany 
face dire staff  shortag-
es. That’s why many 
are thinking about hir-

ing experienced airport personnel 
from Turkey. Turkish media have 
welcomed the plan.

Germany has faced serious la-
bor shortages in a range of  sectors. 
That is hardly news. Most recent-
ly, however, German airports have 
been affected, too. After two years 
of  travel restrictions due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, many peo-
ple in Germany are now eager to 
go on holiday. Yet once holiday-
makers reach airports, they are 
all too often confronted with long 
queues, delayed or even cancelled 
flights — all because of  staff  short-
ages.

Given this tense situation, Ger-
man airports are thinking about 
recruiting Turkish workers to help 
out. There are plans to temporarily 
hire some 2,000 people, chiefly for 
baggage handling. None of  these 
foreigners would, however, be per-
mitted to help screen passengers as 
they pass security. And that’s the 
sector in which staff  have been es-
pecially hard to come by.

German Interior Minister Nan-
cy Faeser on Wednesday said the 
government will support the avia-
tion industry in these tough times.

“We are providing short-term 
relief, allowing companies to use 
foreign workers, mainly from Tur-
key,” she said during a press con-
ference. “We will quickly issue res-
idency and work permits.”

At the same time, Faeser said, 
foreign workers must pass the 
same demanding background 
checks as everyone else.

This was confirmed by the Ger-
man Aviation Association (BDL), 

  German President Steinmeier talked to workers on the 60th anniversary of the German-Turkish recruitment agreement.

which told DW German author-
ities should speed up checks for 
potential staff  from countries that 
aren’t EU members so they can be 
employed if  and when needed this 
summer. BDL spokeswoman Julia 
Fohmann told DW that screenings 
should be completed in two to four 
weeks, rather than “two to three 
months,” as is the norm.

Turkish labor unions and 
ground handling companies in 
Istanbul and Ankara have not 

yet been approached by German 
authorities about the possible re-
cruitment drive, says Emre Eser, a 
Turkey-based DW correspondent. 
TAV Airports Holding, a Turkish 
airport operator, and Turkish Air-
lines have neither. The German 
embassy in Ankara told DW it is 
not part of  the recruitment scheme.

Mustafa Kocabayraktar, found-
er of  Turkey-based Bonnair Tours 
travel agency, which helps organ-
ize work visas, says many people 

Will Turkish workers ease Germany’s
airport chaos?

Hundreds of anti-coup protesters
in Sudan defy security forces

are asking about employment in 
Germany. But he says he has little 
information about the envisioned 
hiring drive.

In any case, workers so highly 
sought-after by Germany are also 
desperately needed at Turkish air-
ports in particular, as German In-
terior Minister Faeser says, those 
with knowledge of  and “experi-
ence in aviation and ground han-
dling at Turkish airports.”

Turkish DW correspondent Eser 

says Turkey cannot afford to lose 
airport staff, especially during the 
tourist season. Highly qualified 
personnel that speak German or 
English are currently in high de-
mand at Turkish airports.

Tourism is a key pillar of  the 
Turkish economy. As such, expec-
tations are up after two years of  
coronavirus pandemic, says Eser. 
He says Turkey would face serious 
challenges if  skilled workers were 
to leave for Germany.

In any case, Germany’s idea to 
hire Turkish workers has sparked 
broad media coverage in Turkey. 
Many publications have run head-
lines announcing Germany is set 
to hire Turkish laborers and plans 
to pay handsomely. Some reports 
have claimed workers will receive 
€4,000 ($4,170) a month, while 
others have said as much as €6,000 
($6,250) can be expected.

These early reports left many 
Turks ecstatic, says Emre Eser. 
“Many workers thought they can 
move to Germany and stay there, 
living there permanently, or for a 
long time, at least.”

But as time passed, and more 
details of  the recruitment drive be-
came clear, this euphoria vanished. 
Germany wants to hire Turkish 
workers on a short-term basis only. 
In fact, the German Airports As-
sociation (ADV) wants to employ 
Turkish workers for no more three 
months.

The current situation reminds 
many of  the German-Turkish 
recruitment agreement of  1961. 
Then, like now, Germany was 
keen to make up for acute labor 
shortages by temporarily hiring 
Turkish workers.

H
undreds of  Suda-
nese protesters de-
manding an end to 
military rule took 

to the streets of  the capital 
Khartoum and its suburbs for 
a fourth straight day Sunday, 
witnesses said.

A violent crack down by the 
security forces during mass 
rallies on Thursday killed 
nine people, the deadliest day 
for several months in the long 
running protests against a 
military takeover last October 
led by army chief  Abdel Fat-
tah al-Burhan.

Recent protests have seen 
crowds burn tyres and barri-
cade roads with bricks, with 
security forces firing barrages 

of  tear gas canisters and using 
powerful water cannons.

Demonstrators demand a 
restoration of  the transition to 
civilian rule that was launched 
after the 2019 ouster of  long-
time autocrat Omar al-Bashir, 
which the coup derailed.

The death toll from pro-
test-related violence has 
reached 114 since last year’s 
coup, with the latest fatal-
ity recorded Sunday when 
a demonstrator died from 
wounds sustained at a June 16 
rally, according to pro-democ-
racy medics.

The coup plunged Sudan 
further into an political and 
economic turmoil which has 
seen rising consumer pric-

es and life-threatening food 
shortages.

On Sunday, witnesses re-
ported a heavy deployment of  
security forces on the streets 
of  Khartoum, including both 
army vehicles as well as those 
of  the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), a feared paramilitary 
unit commanded by Burhan’s 
deputy Mohamed Hamdan 
Daglo.

The RSF incorporated 
members of  the Janjaweed 
militia, which was accused by 
rights groups of  atrocities dur-
ing the conflict that erupted in 
2003 in the western region of  
Darfur.

More recently, the RSF has 
been accused of  taking part 

in crack downs on protesters 
marching against the army.

The international com-
munity has condemned the 
recent bloodshed, with the 
United Nations’ rights chief  
urging an independent probe 
into Thursday’s violence.

The UN, African Union 
and regional bloc IGAD have 
tried to facilitate talks be-
tween the generals and civil-
ians, which the main civilian 
factions have boycotted.

On Friday, the three bodies 
jointly condemned the vio-
lence and “the use of  exces-
sive force by security forces 
and lack of  accountability for 
such actions, despite repeated 
commitments by authorities”. 
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expected to terminate in 
Dubai, UAE.

“The 39-year-old from 
Ijebu South LGA, Ogun 
State, was placed under 
excretion observation after 
body scan result confirmed 
drug ingestion. While in 
custody, the suspect excreted 
all the 90 pellets in four 
excretions. He claimed he 
left his N60, 000 per month 
job as BRT driver in 
February and decided to 
work as drug courier to raise 
funds to buy a shuttle bus 
popularly called 'Korope' in 
Lagos to continue his 
transport business.

“Operatives also on 
T h u r s d a y  3 0 t h  J u n e  
intercepted an inbound 
consignment of  khat leaves, 
which arrived the NAHCO 
import shed of  the Lagos 
airport on Royal Air Maroc 
flight from the Middle East. 
A total of  71 cartons of  dried 
khat leaves with a gross 
weight of  2,434.3 kg were 
discovered in the cargo.

peratives of  the 

ONational Drug Law 
E n f o r c e m e n t  

Agency (NDLEA) have 
intercepted 22 blocks of  
h e r o i n  w e i g h i n g  
23.55kilograms concealed in 
packs of  Nestle Cerelac baby 
f o o d  a t  t h e  M u r t a l a  
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA), Ikeja, 
Lagos.

The consignment with a 
s t r e e t  va l u e  o f  ove r  
N4.5billion came from 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
on board a South African 
A i r w a y s  f l i g h t  o n  
Wednesday 29th June as 
part of  a consolidated cargo 
that arrived the SAHCO 
import shed of  the Lagos 
airport.

Director,  Media & 
A d v o c a c y ,  N D L E A  
Headquarters Abuja, Femi 
Babafemi, disclosed this in a 
statement on Sunday.

Babafemi said after 
s e r i e s  o f  f o l l o w  u p  
operations that led to the 

he Commissioner of  TPolice, Ebonyi State 
Command, CP Aliyu 

Garba  a t  the  weekend 
announced the arrest of  a 
fake police officer, Enyi 
Friday, who parades himself  
as an officer and deceives 
people in the state.

The suspect, Enyi hails 
from Umunwagu Idembia 
Community in Ezza South 
LGA of  Ebonyi State and 
w a s  a r r e s t e d  f o r 
impersonation.

Enyi was arrested by one 
Anyigor Lazarus, who is a 
Commander of  Ebubeagu 
Security outfit in Ezza South 
LGA of  Ebonyi State.

Enyi, who is not a police 
officer, was caught wearing 
the uniform of  a Police 
Corporal hence his arrest.

The commissioner, in a 
statement, signed and made 
available to journalists in 
Abakaliki,  through the 
pol ice  publ ic  re lat ions 
officer, PPRO, SP Chris 
Anyanwu said the suspect 

has been handed over to the 
State Investigation and 
Intelligence Department for 
further investigation.

He urged the general 

t least two persons 

Ai n c l u d i n g  B a b a 
Yarima Jabi ,  the 

v i l lage  head of  Angwn 
Baraya in Mangu Local 
Government Area of  Plateau 
State, have been shot when 
g u n m e n  a t t a c k e d  t h e 
community in the early hours 
of  Sunday. 

It was learnt that while the 
village head was rushed to a 
nearby hospital in the council 
area, his son ,Chamsan, who 
was also shot by the gunmen 
during the attack died on the 
spot . 

A resident of  the village, 
Ilya Samson, who confirmed 
the attack to Reports in Jos on 
Sund ay  sa id  tha t  a f t e r 
shooting the victims, the 
gunmen abducted the wife of  
the village head and fled into 
the bush. 

S a m s o n  s a i d  “ O u r 
c o m m u n i t y  i n  P y a m 
chiefdom, Mangu LGA, has 
once again been hit with 
another tragedy as heavily 
armed killer bandits last night 
attacked the residence of  
Elder statesman and leader of  
Angwan Baraya vil lage, 
Jannaret  Ward,  Gindir i 
District, Baba Yarima Jabil.

“The gunmen opened a 
barrage of  gunfire at his 
residence around midnight 
and shot the community 
leader.

“Af te r  the  a t tacker s 

finished their operations 
unchallenged, he was rushed 
to a hospital in the locality but 
his son, Chamsan, who was 
in his late 30's wasn't lucky 
enough to survive the bullets 
that hit him as he died 
instantly. 

“The bandits also took 
away two women including 
the wife of  the community 
leader and there has been no 
trace of  her whereabouts at 
the moment.

“As I'm talking to you, we 
are on our way to bury the son 
who was killed during the 
attack which has thrown the 
community into mourning. 

“Some security men came 
to  the  v i l lage  a f ter  the 
gunmen had left and I'm sure 
this kind of  thing would not 
be happening if  we have a 
government that cares and 
that is why as a community 
,we are calling on other 
Nigerians to consider the 
current insecurity in many 
parts of  the country and 
ensure that they elect the right 
leaders in government during 
the 2023 elections.” 

The spokesman for the 
P l a t e a u  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command, Alabo Alfred, 
could not be reached when 
contacted on the attack as his 
mobile phone was switched 
off  as at the time of  filing this 
report. 

public to continue to partner 
with the Police in Ebonyi 
State in a bid to rid the 
communities of  criminal 
elements.

h e  O n d o  S t a t e TPolice Command 
has narrated the 

event leading up to, and the 
r a i d  t h a t  r e s c u e d  7 7 
members from a Church in 
Ondo called The Whole 
Bible Believers Church, 
AKA Ondo Church.

The Command said the 
77 rescued victims included 
26 children, eight teenagers 
and 43 adult members.

Recall that the rescue 
s t o r y  w e n t  v i r a l  o n 
S a t u r d ay,  w i t h  m a n y 
versions emerging about a 
bus-load of  children.

It was later learned that 
they were rescued from a 
church that had held them 
captive.

Narrating the event in a 
tweet thread, Ondo Police 
authorities said the victims 
were prevented from living 
normal lives, as the pastor 
told them the world was 
coming to an end.

One of  the children's 
fathers actually attempted 
to reach his child, but was 
attacked by the pastor's 
followers.

“This is the brief  of  
what happened in Ondo 
town.

“Following Intelligence 
Report gathered by the 
Police at Fagun Division, 

Ondo Town, that some 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e i n g 
harboured at The Whole 
Bible Believers Church 
AKA ONDO CHURCH, 
Valent ino area,  Ondo 
Town, policemen were sent 
to the Church to invite the 
Pastor.

“The members of  the 
church, on sighting the 
police, became violent and 
attacked them.

“The policemen called 
for reinforcement and this 
led to the arrest of  the 
pastors and other members 
that assaulted the police.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation revealed that 
one Pastor Josiah Peter 
Asumosa, the Assistant 
Pastor of  the Church, told 

members that Rapture will 
take place in April.

“But [he] later said it 
h a s  b e e n  c h a n ge d  t o 
September and told young 
members to obey only their 
parents in the Lord.

“And also discouraged 
the young ones from going 
to school as rapture was 
near.

“A father, whose child 
was among the rescued, 
said he was denied access to 
his child and anyone who 
tried gaining entrance into 
the church was always 
attacked by the members.

“In all, 77members — 
26 children, eight teenagers 
and 43 adults — were 
rescued from the Church.

“The two pastors are 
c u r r e n t l y  i n  P o l i c e 
custody.”

arrest of  two freight agents, 
the actual receiver of  the 
drug consignment, Chike 
O k e k e  E w e n i  w h o  
distributes the substance for 
his South Africa based 
partner was arrested the 
following day, Thursday 
30th June at a logistics 
warehouse in Ajao Estate, 
Ikeja.

He said, Chike who hails 
f r o m  A n a o c h a  LG A ,  
Anambra State claimed 
d u r i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  
interview that he's also into 
fish farming.

The statement reads, 
“Before the arrest of  Chike, 
NDLEA officers at the 
airport had on Monday 27th 
June arrested a former driver 
with a public transport 
company, BRT, Muyiwa 
Babalola Bolujoko for 
ingesting 90 pellets of  
cocaine. He was arrested at 
the screening point before 
boarding a Qatar Airways 
flight en route Doha to 
Shar jah, with his trip 
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NDLEA intercepts N4.5b heroin concealed in baby food

How pastor kidnapped 26 children, 
43 adults — Police

Ebonyi Police nab fake officer

Gunmen kidnap Plateau
village head's wife, kill son 

Some of the rescued church members



ver 40 per cent of  

Oh o u s e h o l d s  i n  
Nigeria own and use 

generators to meet their 
electricity requirements, 
figures contained in a power 
sector report jointly put 
together by a research firm 
and a financial institution, 
showed. 

It also stated that the 
affected households spent 
about $14bn annually to fuel 
their generators, as the power 
supply from the national grid 
continued to falter. 

The June 2022 report by 
Stears and Sterling, titled, 
“Nigeria's State of  Power: 
Electrifying the Nation's 
Economy,” obtained by our 
correspondent on Friday in 
Abuja, stated that the cost 
expended on diesel and 
p e t r o l  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  
generation by Nigerians was 
having severe economic 
impact on households and 
businesses. 

I t  r e a d  i n  p a r t ,  
“Nigerian households, on 
average, have electricity in 
their homes for 15 to 18 
hours each day. Of  that, 44 
per cent (or 6.8 hours) is self-
supplied by generators. And 
this differs by geography. In a 
state like Taraba, only 19 per 
cent of  households report 
having electricity.

“Over 40 per cent of  
Nigerian households own 
generators, and bear the 
associated costs. First, the 
c o s t  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  
generators – an estimated 
$500m between 2015 and 
2019, higher than the 
proposed capital expenditure 
in Nigeria's 2022 budget. 

“There is also the cost 
o f  p o w e r i n g  t h e s e  
generators. Sources and 
estimates vary widely, but the 
African Development Bank 
estimated that Nigerians 
spend $14bn fuelling petrol 
o r  d i e s e l  p o w e r e d  

generators.” 
It added, “While PMS 

(Premium Motor Spirit) or 
petrol prices have been kept 
artificially low for the 
c o n s u m e r s  t h r o u g h  
subsidies, variations in AGO 
(Automotive Gas Oil) or 
diesel prices can have a 
severe impact on households 
and businesses as Nigerians 
are currently experiencing.”

The  r e por t  s t a t ed  
though the National Bureau 
of  Statistics diesel price 
watch for February 2022 
showed a less than 10 per 
cent rise in the price of  fuel 
from the beginning of  the 
year, diesel was widely sold 
at prices 200 to 300 per cent 
up from the end of  last year. 

This, it said, had made it 
incredibly difficult for 
households or businesses to 
p l a n  a n d  m a n a g e  
themselves. 

The analysts noted in 
their report that while petrol 
prices appeared more stable, 
prices were kept artificially 
low by government subsidies 
which  were  genera l ly  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t o  b e  
unsustainable even in the 
near to medium term. 

“These prices make the 
small petrol generators more 
attractive to households and 
MSMEs (micro, small and 
medium enterprises), they 
stated. 

They added, “However, 
perennial issues like product 
scarcity, make using these 
generators unreliable as well 
as expensive.” 

Power experts at Stears 
and Sterling observed that 
Nigeria had one of  the lowest 
electrification rates in the 
world. 

They stated that in the 
most populous country in 
Africa, 43 per cent of  the 
population had no access to 
grid electricity.

“This means that 85 

million Nigerians are not 
connected to – and cannot 
receive electricity from – the 
Nigerian transmission grid,” 
they stated in the report. 

The repor t  added, 
“ W h i l e  N i g e r i a ' s  
electrification rate is above 
the Sub-Saharan Africa 
regional average of  47 per 
cent, it lags significantly 
behind its peers across the 
continent and the global 
average. 

“Nigerians who do have 

h e  F i n T e c h TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigeria says Financial 

Te c h n o l o g y  ( F i n Te c h ) 
operators accounted for 63 
per cent of  the 1.37 billion 
dollars funding raised in 
Nigeria in 2021.

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
association, Mr Ade Bajomo 
said this on Saturday in Lekki, 
Lagos, at a dinner held at the 
FinTech Platinum Awards 
ceremony.

B a j o m o  n o t e d  t h a t 
Niger ia  had  been  wel l -
positioned in Africa and in the 
global FinTech ecosystem.

He said that Africa could 
currently boast of  10 unicorns 
out of  which seven – Jumia, 
F l u t t we r wave,  A n d e l a , 
Chipper Cash, Airtel Africa, 
OPay and Interswitch – are 
Nigerian.

“ In  a  s imi la r  l i gh t , 
Nigerian start-ups raised 1.37 
billion dollars of  the four 
billion dollars raised in Africa 
in 2021.

“Of  these, the FinTech 
space alone accounted for 
about 63 per cent of  all total 
funding, compared with just 
25 per cent in 2020.

“The growing investor 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  A f r i c a n 
F i n Te c h  r e f l e c t s  t h e 
continent's huge potential due 

to deepening mobile and 
in te r ne t  pene t ra t ion ,  a 
y o u t h f u l  p o p u l a t i o n , 
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n s u m e r 
sophistication and income, 
amongst many other factors.

“When you think about 
how far FinTech in Nigeria 
has come, you should thank 
the incredible entrepreneurs 
who envisioned, pioneered 
and executed strategic moves 
that have now crystallised into 
s t r o n g  a n d  g r o w i n g 
companies,'' Bajomo said.

According to him, in 
s p i t e  o f  t h e  e n o r m o u s 
achievements, there is always 
the need to look back and 
apprec ia te  how fa r  the 
FinTech ecosystem has come 
in the country.

He  sa id  F inTech  in 
Nigeria raised about 600 
million dollars in funding 
between 2014 and 2019, 
compared to more than one 
billion dollars raised in one 
year alone.

Bajomo said that few 
years ago, real time payments 
and digital (quick) loans were 
almost impossible.

He added that Nigeria is 
now home to about 250 
FinTech companies, in spite 
of  huge infrastructural , 
regulatory and financial 
challenges.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
president said the trajectory 
was not set to slow down by 
any means as by 2025, Africa 
would be home to 1.5 billion 
people, most of  who would 
have grown up with the 
internet.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
continent's demographics 
would include a vast group of  
digitally-literate but under-
banked customers, who could 
be tapped by home-grown and 
foreign FinTechs.

Bajomo said the FinTech 
Platinum Awards was to 
create a world class award 
ceremony which would raise 
the standard of  the top global 
awards within the sector.

He said the association 
was strongly positioned to 
play strategic, critical and 
unbiased roles in creating an 
enabling environment for 
FinTech to continue to thrive 
in Nigeria.

Th i s,  he  exp la ined , 
wou ld  be  by  p rov id ing 
l eader sh ip  fo r  F inTech 
ecosystem evolutions in the 
countr y  and across  the 
continent.

T h e  aw a r d  f o r  t h e 
“ F e m a l e  F i n T e c h 
Trailblazer''' was worn by Ms 
Odunayo  Eweniy i ,  Co -
founder,  PiggyVest ,  for 

starting something ground-
breaking and at the same time, 
a strong force in the industry.

The award for “Ground-
breaking Achievement'' went 
to Carbon Microfinance 
Bank, as one of  the first 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  d o 
something innovative in their 
space, while adhering to 
ethical standards.

T h e  “ E c o s y s t e m 
Enabler'' award was received 
by Banwo & Ighodalo Firm 
for providing significant 
resources and support for the 
Nigerian FinTech ecosystem.

“Leadership Award' ' 
(organisation and individual 
categories) were awarded to 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) and Mr 
Mitchel l  Elegbe,  Group 
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Interswitch.

This is  for paving a 
pathway on how things 
should be done in the FinTech 
space and consistently raising 
the bar.

Mr Iyinoluwa Aboyeji, 
Founder, Future Africa got 
the “Tech Advocacy'' award 
for being at the forefront of  
p u s h i n g  f o r  i n c r e a s e d 
technological advancement in 
the ecosystem.

He got the award also for 
foster ing oppor tuni t ies, 
networks and inclusion to 
make it a reality. 

access to power also have to 
contend with its poor quality, 
typical ly  exhibi ted by 
epileptic supply. 

“Households connected 
to the grid only receive an 
average of  seven hours of  
electricity per day, forcing 
them to turn to alternative 
energy sources – most 
prevalently diesel generators, 
an expensive and dirty 
source of  energy.” 

The report stressed that 
the impact of  not having 

reliable energy could not be 
overstated, adding that 
“economic losses associated 
with Nigeria's energy crisis 
are estimated at N10tn 
($26bn) – the country's 2022 
proposed budgetary revenue 
and roughly three times what 
it actually earned in 2020.” 

Proffering measures to 
help address the country's 
electricity problems, an 
energy expert, Prof. Yemi 
O k e ,  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
appointment of  individuals 

with expertise in handling 
power issues. 

He said, “Put those who 
are radically-proactive to 
deploy knowledge-based 
strategies to re-reform, 
because we need to go 
through another round of  
power sector reform, and the 
NERC (Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission), 
which I honestly think is 
unconstitutional as presently 
constituted.

“ I ' ve  w r i t t e n  a n d  
severally said this years ago. 
We can't be talking of  a 
federated grid system or 
power sector in the 21st 
century! By virtue of  the 
constitution, every state 
should, by now, have their 
equivalent of  NERC. 

“For example, Ogun 
State Electricity Regulatory 
Commission; Lagos; Kano, 
e tc,  to  l i cense  power  
generation, transmission, 
and distribution. That's what 
our constitution says, but 
what operates is the reverse. 

He added, “You can 
imagine if  the experiential 
efforts of  Bola Tinubu with 
ENRON had been allowed 
to thrive and not undermined 
by 'federal might', same way 
Jakande's metroline was 
thwarted! It is well with 
Nigeria.” 
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40% Nigerian households use generators, spend $14bn on fuel – Report 

FinTech operators account for 63% funding
raised in 2021 – Association
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Foreign News

S
ri Lanka is struggling 
to raise $587 million to 
pay for about half  a doz-
en fuel shipments, a top 

minister said on Sunday as the 
cash-strapped country tries to 
cope with its worst financial cri-
sis in decades.

The country of  22 million 
people is unable to pay for es-
sential import of  food items, fer-
tiliser, medicines and fuel due to 
a severe dollar crunch.

Power and Energy Minister 
Kanchana Wijesekera said new 
fuel shipments were being lined 
up but the country is struggling 
to raise enough funds to pay as 
the central bank can supply only 
about $125 million.

Sri Lanka only has 12,774 
tons of  diesel and 4,061 tons of  
petrol left in its government re-
serves, he told reporters in Co-
lombo, the commercial centre 
of  the island nation.

“This week we will need $316 
million to pay for new ship-
ments. If  we add two crude oil 
shipments this amount shoots 
up to $587 million,” Wijesekera 
said.

The first shipment of  40,000 
tons of  diesel from Coral Ener-
gy is expected to arrive around 
July 9 and partial payment of  
$49 million has to be made for a 
second one from Vitol by Thurs-
day.

Faced with severely limit-
ed diesel and petrol stocks Sri 
Lanka last week closed schools, 
asked public employees to work 
from home and restricted gov-

ernment fuel supplies to essen-
tial services.

The minister said the coun-
try will have to attempt to raise 
funds from the open market and 
seek more flexible payment op-
tions from suppliers.

Plans to settle the $800 million 
owed to seven suppliers for pur-
chases made this year were be-
ing discussed, he said.

Sri Lanka struggling to pay for fuel
shipments - Minister

Economic crisis in Sri Lanka skyrockets.

US watching China very
closely on Taiwan - General

A 
Chinese attack on Tai-
wan is not imminent, the 
top US general says, but 

the US is watching “very close-
ly”.

China is clearly developing 
the capability to attack at some 
point, but deciding to do so 
would be a political choice, Gen 
Mark Milley told the BBC.

China says Taiwan is a break-
away province that must be 
re-unified with the mainland, by 
force if  necessary.

It has accused the US of  sup-
porting Taiwan’s independence, 
and vowed to “resolutely crush” 
any such attempt.

There has been a marked es-
calation recently between China 
and the US - Taiwan’s most pow-
erful ally.

China has been sending scores 
of  warplanes into Taiwan’s air 

defence zone, while the US has 
sent naval ships through Tai-
wan’s waters.

In May, US President Joe Bid-
en said China was “flirting with 
danger” by flying its warplanes 
close to Taiwan. He vowed to 
protect the island militarily if  it 
was attacked.

Beijing retorted by accusing 
the US of  “violating its promise 
on Taiwan” and “interfering” in 
China’s affairs, adding the coun-
try “would not hesitate to fight” 
to prevent Taiwan from formally 
declaring independence.

Asked whether he thought 
China would attack Taiwan, 
Gen Milley, chairman of  the US 
joint chiefs of  staff, told the BBC:

“Could, should, would, those 
are key words there.

“In terms of  capability I think 
China clearly is developing a ca-

pability. President Xi [Jinping] 
has mentioned that in public 
forums, he’s mentioned it in 
speeches, that he has challenged 
the PLA [China’s People’s Lib-
eration Army] to develop the ca-
pability to attack Taiwan at some 
point in time.

“And whether they would or 
not, it’s a political choice, it’s a 
policy choice, that will be based 
off  of  how the Chinese view the 
cost risk benefit at the time.”

“There’s no indications or 
warnings of  anything imminent 
at this time. But again, we watch 
it very, very closely,” Gen Milley 
added.

The US has no official diplo-
matic ties with Taiwan, but sells 
arms to it as part of  its Taiwan 
Relations Act, which states that 
the US must provide the island 
with the means to defend itself.

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) officials will continue to 
hold talks with Sri Lanka for a 
possible $3 billion bailout pack-
age, the global lender said last 
week after wrapping up a 10-day 
visit to Colombo.

However, immediate release 
of  funds from the IMF is unlike-
ly because the country has first 
to get its debt on to a sustainable 
path. 

R
ussia says it has sal-
vaged a large landing 
ship scuttled by its 
crew after a Ukrain-

ian missile strike damaged it 
in the port of  Berdyansk on 24 
March.

A Telegram post by a Rus-
sian-appointed official in 
southern Ukraine, Vladimir 
Rogov, says Tochka-U ballistic 
missiles had targeted the Rus-
sian-held port.

The crew sank the ship “to 
prevent detonation of  the on-
board munitions by the fire 
that had started”, he said.

At the time Ukraine said it 
had hit the ship. Only now has 
Russia confirmed it.

Russian reports do not give 
details of  the ship’s damage, 
but say it will be towed to 
Kerch in Crimea. The Black 
Sea peninsula was annexed by 
Russia in 2014.

The Ukrainian military’s re-
port on the missile strike on 24 
March named the landing ship 
as the Orsk - but the ship sal-
vaged by Russia is the Saratov. 
The Orsk is another of  the six 
large landing ships in Russia’s 
Black Sea Fleet.

The fleet’s website kchf.ru 
confirms that the Saratov was 

Russia dredges up landing
ship hit by Ukraine fire

damaged and sank in port on 
24 March - but does not men-
tion the Ukrainian missile at-
tack.

The ship “was damaged by 
fire and the explosions trig-
gered by it”, it says - contra-
dicting the version given by Mr 
Rogov. “With damage to its 
hull the ship sank at its berth,” 
the fleet website says.

The 56-year-old Saratov 
joined the Soviet navy in 1964. 
It can carry up to 20 tanks, or 
45 armoured personnel carri-
ers or 50 trucks, as well as up 
to 400 marines.

The ship is 113m (371ft) long 
and can carry a load of  up to 
1,500 tonnes.

Berdyansk lies on the Sea of  
Azov, between the port city of  
Mariupol and Crimea. Cap-
turing Mariupol, now in ruins 
after months of  bombardment, 
was a key strategic goal for the 
Russian military.

The Ukrainian military takes 
more pride in having knocked 
out the Black Sea Fleet flagship 
- the missile cruiser Moskva 
- in April. Two Neptune mis-
siles were credited with having 
sunk it, though Russia disputes 
that, saying the ship sank after 
a big fire on board. 



Page 18

SPORTS
o r m e r  N i g e r i a Fcaptain, John Mikel 
Obi, has told another 

ex-international Sunday 
Oliseh to stop looking for 
unnecessary attention.

Oliseh was Mikel Obi's 
coach in the national team 
for a brief  period.

Both men hardly saw 
eye to eye, as Oliseh accused 
t h e  f o r m e r  C h e l s e a 
midfielder of  not playing to 
instructions and named 
Ahmed Musa as captain 
after he fell out with Vincent 
Enyeama.

Oliseh also admitted 
he prefers Wilfred Ndidi in 
defensive midfield.

l l  the talk from 

AAnthony Joshua 
about the changes 

he has made ahead of  his 
rematch with Oleksandr 
Usyk are seemingly of  no 
interest to the Ukrainian. As 
they head to Saudi Arabia 
next month, Usyk is only 

verton have signed Ecentral  defender, 
James Tarkowski on 

a four-year deal following 
his departure from Burnley.

The 29-year-old, whose 
contract expired at Burnley 
at the end of  last month, 
becomes Frank Lampard's 
first signing this summer.

Tarkowski depar ted 
Burnley after six years at 
Turf  Moor, having played 
194 Premier League games 
for the Clarets.

T h e  e x - B r e n t f o r d 

hree clubs have been Tm a d e  a w a r e  o f  
Cristiano Ronaldo's 

desire to leave Manchester 
United.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Athletic, they are Bayern 
Munich, Napoli and Paris 
Saint-Germain.

Ronaldo has handed in 
a shock transfer request at 
Old Trafford, asking to leave 
after just one season back.

Whi le  new Uni ted 
manager, Erik ten Hag, is 
shifting his focus to finding a 
replacement, Ronaldo and 
his agent, Jorge Mendes, are 
now scouring the continent 
for his next destination.

The 37-year -o ld  i s 
d e s p e r a t e  t o  p l a y 

Champions League football 
next season, with the Red 
Devils set to compete in the 
Europa League.

Bayern, Napoli and 
PSG were all informed of  
Ronaldo's situation before it 
went public, having grown 
frustrated with United's 
underwhelming transfer 
business this summer.

Italian giants Napoli 
are tipped as the most likely 
suitor at present after quickly 
expressing their interest.

While Mendes has also 
informed Bayern of  recent 
developments, PSG is not 
keen on pairing Ronaldo 
and eternal rival Lionel 
Messi together on the same 
team.

Ronaldo still has one 
year left on his £500,000-a-
week contract with United.

defender revealed the role of  
Everton boss Lampard was 
k e y  i n  m o v i n g  t o 
Merseyside.

“I'm excited to have 
jo ined  Ever ton .  I t ' s  a 
massive club. I'm really 
looking forward to the years 
ahead and I'm thankful for 
the opportunity that I've 
been given,” Tarkowski told 
evertonfc.com.

“ S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 
m a n a g e r,  i t  wa s  ve r y 
important to see what he 
wants from his players and 

his team, what he saw in me 
and why he wanted to sign 
me. Speaking to (director of  
football) Kevin Thelwell was 
also a factor. They both 
spoke about the ambition 
here  which was  rea l ly 
important for me.

“ I ' m  a n  a m b i t i o u s 
person, I want to achieve, I 
want to win things and I've 
come here to be successful.

“And then there are the 
Everton fans. The support 
they gave the team last 
season was incredible. You 
saw just how big the fan base 
is. Despite a difficult season, 
Everton fans got behind 
their team more than ever.

“I think they are a 
massive factor about this 
club. Hopefully successful 
times are ahead and, with 
the talent we have in the 
squad; we can give the fans 
something they really enjoy.

“I think the manager 
recognised my strengths, 
saw how I could fit into his 
s y s t e m  a n d  h o p e f u l ly 
improve the team. He also 
saw my charac te r  and 
leadership skills – that what I 
can bring to a group will be 
good and positive.

Ever ton director of  
football, Kevin Thelwell 
said: “We are delighted to 
welcome a player of  James' 
quality to Everton and 
b e l i eve  h e  w i l l  b e  a n 
excellent addition to our 
squad.

thinking about himself.
Usyk had been the 

underdog when he took the 
W BA ,  W B O  a n d  I B F 
heavyweight titles from 
Joshua last September. The 
loss led to Joshua replacing 
Robert McCracken as his 
head coach with Robert 

iverpool chiefs are Langry with agent 
Moussa Sissoko.

Reds are upset with 
Sissoko putting out stories 
they're interested in his client 
Ousmane Dembele, who is 
n o w  o f f  c o n t r a c t  a t 
Barcelona.

C B S  r e p o r t e r  B e n 
Jacobs said on the 'Done 
Deal Show': “It's all coming 
from Sissoko to try to 
leverage, shock horror, right 

at the point when Dembele is 
in deep talks with Barcelona 
to get more.

“Liverpool laughed off  
the links and they actually 
sa id  that  they  war ned 
Sissoko to not spread false 
rumours about their interest.

“ T h e y  w e r e  n o t 
interested in Dembele and 
they made that very clear 
that they were unhappy with 
form of  links being put out 
there.”

Garcia and a promise to be 
more aggressive.

But Usyk is not the 
sl ightest  bit  concerned 
ahead of  the rematch in 
Jeddah on August 20.

“I don't think about him 
or what he is going to do,” 
Usyk said. “Whether he has 
a new tactic or a new trainer. 
I really don't care. I am just 
thinking about myself.

“I have watched the first 
fight many times with my 
whole team, my trainer. We 
will look at what kinds of  
mistakes I made, and we will 
work on them to make sure 
we don't make them again.”

The narrative before the 
first fight was that Joshua 
would prove to be too big for 
the former undisputed world 
cruiserweight champion, 
but things did not play out 
like that as Usyk got Joshua 
to box his fight and picked 
him off. Did he find Joshua 
predictable?

“For me, yes,” Usyk 
said. “I was just boxing. He 
thinks not about what to do 
during the match. When he 
fights, he doesn't think about 
what he's supposed to do. He 
thinks about winning.

“When I'm in my corner 
a n d  m y  t r a i n e r  s a y s 
something, that's what I 

think about. what I have to 
do. What will be his next 
s t e p ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  
movements will he do? After 
that I can do my movements.

“We are working very 
hard, we're trying to be 
better, we are setting new 
goals and with the Lord's 
help we will be better.”

Of  course, Usyk has 
bigger problems than Joshua 
with a war raging in his 
homeland. He was actually 
in the UK, filming for a 
video game, when Russia 
invaded Ukraine. He flew 
home to sign up with the 
military, but says he was 
persuaded to go ahead with 
the fight after visiting some 
injured soldiers in hospital.

“I thought I had a good 
relationship with the coach 
(Gernot Rohr) but after I 
left, I read some things in 
the media that there were 
issues between Alex Iwobi 
and me during the Nations 
Cup in Egypt.

“Unfortunately, it was 
the opposite because I have 
a solid relationship with the 
player just like others in the 
national team. I read it just 
the same way I learnt a few 
d a y s  a g o  a b o u t  m y 
disagreement with Sunday 
Oliseh when he was the 
coach.

“All these are mere 
distractions and will not 

want to join issues with 
anyone. Respect is the key 
rather than unnecessary 
attention,” Mikel Obi said.

In the same vein, he 
picked Di Mateo as the 
c o a c h  w h o  r e a l l y 
u n d e r s t o o d  h i m  a n d 
ensured he played with 
freedom.

However, with the 
Super Eagles, the former 
midfielder said the late 
Stephen Keshi was the best.

“At Chelsea, Di Mateo 
really understood me and 
that's why in 2012, I had my 
best moments with the club 
because he gave me the 
freedom to play to express 

who I am on the pitch.
“But in the national 

team, it's a straightforward 
answer,  La te  S te phen 
Okechukwu Keshi (Big 
Boss).

“I have not seen a man 
like him, he was a special 
person. I recalled the way he 
resolves problems and he 
was such a calm fellow with 
the way he dishes out 
instructions,” he said.

“Everything was just 
perfect and during the 
games, he knew what he 
was  doing and we a l l 
respected him for that as a 
former player, captain and 
manager.”
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Stop looking for attention – Mikel Obi blasts Oliseh, names best coach

I watched Joshua fight many times to identify
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Liverpool not happy
with Dembele's agent
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Man United exit: Ronaldo’s possible
destinations
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SPORTS
ormer Super Eagles Fs t a r s  h a v e 
q u e s t i o n e d  t h e 

exclusion of  Africa's most 
expensive signing Victor 
Osimhen from the list of  
n o m i n e e s  f o r 
Confederation of  Africa 
Football's Men's Player of  
The Year award for 2022, 
according to reports on 
Sunday. 

The nominees for the 
CAF awards were released 
on Thursday, June 30 and it 
came as a shock to many 
that Osimhen was missing 
from the list. 

N i g e r i a n  w i n g e r , 
Moses Simon was the only 
Nigerian nominated by 
CAF for the coveted award 
and some notab le  ex -
internationals have queried 
CAF's decision to leave out 
the 23-year-old from the list. 

Former U-23 star and 

rsenal have moved 

Afor Lille midfielder 
Amadou Onana.

According to RMC, 
the 20-year-old has caught 
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e 
Gunners but Mikel Arteta's 
side face competition from 
rival London clubs.

T h e  B e l g i u m 
international joined Lille 
from Hamburg a year ago 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited manager, 
Erik ten Hag is 

facing a battle to land Ajax 
winger Antony.

Ten Hag remains eager 
to  s ign the  Brazi l ian, 
though United chiefs are 
unhappy with Ajax's £70m 
asking price.

He worked for two 
seasons with Antony at 
Ajax and remains keen on a 

reunion despite 
t h e  p l a y e r ' s 
valuation.

Last season 
Antony scored 
12 goals in 33 
games for Ajax 
a c r o s s  a l l 
competitions.

But United 
w o n ' t  p u s h 
through a deal 
unless Ajax drop 
their price.

for £6m.
And he has already 

been linked with a Premier 
L e a g u e  m o v e  a f t e r 
impressing in his f irst 
season in France.

T h e  d e f e n s i v e 
midfielder stands at 6ft5in 
tall, and it's believed that 
Arteta is keen on signing 
the youngster.

B e i j i n g  2 0 0 8  O ly m p i c 
Games silver medalist, Femi 
Ajilore hoped that Osimhen 
was nominated for the award 
citing his achievements in 
Serie A.

“I would have wished 
Osimhen was among the 
nominees but I don't know 
the criteria they used in 
picking those players,” 
Ajilore said. 

“He has done so well 
and is the best young player 
in the Italian league. If  a 
player can win the best 
young player in Serie A, it 
shows that he has a lot of  
potential, and when you look 
at the national level, he is one 
of  our best at the moment, 
and for that reason, I think 
he deserves a spot and even if  
he doesn't win it, at least, it's 
a recognition of  what he is 
doing.” 

Sylvanus Okpala, a 

1980 African Cup of  Nations 
winner, believes that the 
decis ion does not  take 
a n y t h i n g  a w a y  f r o m 
Osimhen as award panelists 
do not always pick the best.

“This is based on the 
decision of  the panel, just 
like some coaches like a 
particular player and the way 
he plays, another coach will 
not like him. So, it's based on 
discretion, which does not 
mean that those selected are 
t h e  b e s t ,  a l t h o u g h 
sometimes, they are the best. 
When it is overwhelmingly 
obvious that you are playing 
very well in all the matches 
you play, then there is 
nobody to question your 
performance. In this case, it 
is on the discretion of  those 
who are selecting. 

“I would like Osimhen 
to have been there, he has 
been doing well, performing 
very well. I don't know why 
his name is not there, I don't 
know the criteria they used 
in selecting the players 
anyway but if  you ask me, if  I 
was on the panel, Osimhen's 
name would be there. I am 
not saying he will win it 
eventually but at least his 
name will be mentioned.” 

F o r m e r  E a g l e s 

i ge r i a ' s  I s r a e l 

NA d e s a n y a 
defeated Jarred 

Cannonier by unanimous 
decision (49-46, 49-46, 50-
45) to retain the UFC 
m i d d l e w e i g h t 
championship.

A d e s a n y a  f o u g h t 
aga ins t  middleweight 
contender Jared Cannonier 
at UFC 276 at the T-mobile 
Arena, Las Vegas Sunday 
morning.

Since making his debut 
i n  2 0 1 8 ,  ' T h e  L a s t 
Stylebender' has looked 
be t te r  each  t ime he ' s 
stepped into the Octagon 

and is still undefeated in the 
middleweight. He first 
captured the interim title in 
the Fight of  The Year 
winner against Kelvin 
Gastelum in 2019.

'Izzy' then defeated 
Rober t Whittaker and 
unified the titles that same 
year.

He has successfully 
defended his title four times 
s i n c e  t h e n .  O n  a n 
otherwise perfect record for 
Adesanya (22-1), his only 
l o s s  w a s  d u r i n g  h i s 
unsuccessful step up to 
light heavyweight, losing to 
t h e n - c h a m p i o n  J a n 
Blachowicz.

O n  S u n d a y ,  t h e 
N i g e r i a n - b o r n  N e w 
Zealander successfully 
defended his middleweight 
title for the fifth time.

W h i l e  A d e s a n y a 
defeated Robert Whittaker 
in February for the second 
t i m e  t o  r e t a i n  h i s 
m i d d l e w e i g h t  s t r a p , 
Cannonier knocked out 
Derek Brunson in the 
second round in February 
to become the weight's 
No.1contender.

In the last round on 
S u n d a y,  C a n n o n i e r 
struggled to get a takedown 

w h i l e  A d e s a n ya  wa s 
cautious as the crowd got 
restless.

Though Adesanya 
l a n d e d  c l e a n  j a b s , 
Cannonier fired back with 
a flurry of  punches.

However, Cannonier 
f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a 
takedown and lost  by 
unanimous decision.

Cannonier landed a 
little right hand early in the 
round but Adesanya tagged 
him with a hard jab in 
round four.

Adesanya landed a 

heavy body kick and a two-
punch combo behind it. 
Another right hand landed 
for Adesanya.

He then landed a left 
and ducked and spun under 
a  w i l d  s h o t  f r o m 
Cannonier. Cannonier 
grabbed another clinch 
along the cage but did 
nothing with it before 
Adesanya broke away and 
landed a leg kick.

Again ,  Cannonier 
clinched up along the cage 
while Adesanya landed a 
few inside punches.

defender, Ifeanyi Udeze was 
also left aback at Osimhen's 
exclusion but however stated 
that the 23-year-old striker 
was excluded from the list for 
missing the AFCON 2022 
tournament in Cameroon. 

“It was a surprise to me 
that Osimhen's name was 
not on that list, there was a 
30-man shortlist and his 
name was not there, I was 
shocked. I don't know the 
criteria they are using for the 
nominations. I feel Osimhen 
was not on that list because 
he did not go for the African 
Cup of  Nations and this 
a f fec ted  his  judgment , 
Moses was on that l ist 
because he performed for 
Nigeria in the AFCON, and 
he also helped his club side to 
win a cup at least.” 

Udeze also advised 
Osimhen to look towards the 
next season rather than focus 
on the CAF award. 

“ I  t h i n k  O s i m h e n 
should just take that off  his 
mind and work towards the 
new season and you never 
can tell, I'll just wish him all 
the very best.” 

The awards ceremony 
will hold on July 21, 2022, in 
Morocco.
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ocio-Economic Rights and 

SAccountability Project 
( S E R A P )  h a s  u r g e d 

President Muhammadu Buhari 
to “urgently recover missing 
N105.7bn of  public funds from 
ministries, departments and 
agencies (MDAs) to fund the 
c o u n t r y ' s  p u b l i c  t e r t i a r y 
institutions, improve the welfare 
of  staff  members, and ensure that 
the striking Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities (ASUU) 
return to class without further 
delay.”

SERAP said, “Pending the 
recovery of  the missing public 
funds, we urge you to redirect 
some of  the presidency's budget 
of  N3.6 billion on feeding and 
travels, and the N134 billion 
a l loca ted  to  the  Nat iona l 
Assembly in the 2022 budget to 
meet the demands by ASUU.”

SERAP also urged him to 
“send to the National Assembly a 
f r e s h  s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
appropriation bill, which reflects 
the proposed redirected budget, 
for its approval.

In the letter dated 2 July, 2022 
and signed by SERAP deputy 
director Kolawole Oluwadare, 
the organisation said: “Meeting 
the demands by ASUU would 
confront the persistent and 
w i d e n i n g  i n e q u a l i t y  i n 
educational opportunity, and 
promote equal protection for 
poor Nigerian children.”

According to SERAP, “The 
a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e  b y  yo u r 
government to agree with the 
reasonable demands by ASUU, 
implement  the  good  fa i th 
agreement with the union and to 
satisfactorily resolve the issues 
has kept poor Nigerian children 
at home while the children of  the 
country's politicians attend 
private schools.”

The ASUU accused the 
government of  poor commitment 
to the payment of  academic 
earned allowance (EAA); poor 
funding, the continued use of  the 
Integrated Personnel Payroll 
Information System and refusal 
t o  a d o p t  t h e  U n ive r s i t i e s 
Transparency and Accountability 
Solution (UTAS), among others.

SERAP said,  “Meet ing 
ASUU demands would also 
ensure protection against the 
harms of  discrimination and 

educational deprivation.”
The letter, read in part: “The 

poor treatment of  Nigerian children 
in the country's public tertiary 
institutions is inconsistent and 
incompatible with the Nigerian 
Constitution and the country's 
in t e r na t iona l  human  r i gh t s 
obligations.”

“Widening inequalities in the 
area of  education bear all the more 
dramatic consequences given the 
importance of  education, as an 
empowering right, in giving the 
possibility to all to explore and 
realise their potential.”

“Inequalities in education have 
a rolling effect, leading to even more 
and continued inequalities in the 
future.”

“Apart from being a right in 
itself, the right to education is also 
an enabling right. Education 
creates the 'voice' through which 
rights can be claimed and protected, 
and without education people lack 
the capacity to achieve valuable 
functioning as part of  the living.”

“If  people have access to 
education they can develop the 
skills, capacity and confidence to 
secure other rights. Education gives 
people  the  abi l i ty  to  access 
information detailing the range of  
r i g h t s  t h a t  t h e y  h o l d ,  a n d 
government's obligations.”

“We would be grateful if  the 
recommended measures are taken 
within seven days of  the receipt 
and/or publication of  this letter. If  
we have not heard from you by 
then,  SERAP sha l l  take  a l l 
appropriate legal actions to compel 

your government to comply with 
our request in the public interest.”

“Recover ing  the  miss ing 
N105.7bn of  public funds and 
redirecting the funds, as well as 
some parts of  the presidency and 
National Assembly budgets to meet 
the demands by ASUU would end 
the protracted negotiations between 
A S U U  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government and improve access of  
poor children to education.”

“Recover ing  the  miss ing 
N105.7bn of  public funds and 
redirecting the funds, as well as 
some parts of  the presidency and 
National Assembly budgets to meet 
the demands by ASUU would also 
be in the public interest.”

“The proposed spending of  
taxpayers' and public funds would 
a l s o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 
constitutional responsibilities and 
oath of  office by public officers, as 
well as comply with Chapter 2 of  
the Nigerian Constitution relating 
to fundamental objectives and 
directive principles of  state policy.”

“Recover ing  the  miss ing 
N105.7bn of  public funds and 
redirecting the funds, as well as 
some parts of  the presidency and 
National Assembly would be 
entirely consistent with your 
constitutional oath of  office, and 
with the letter and spirit of  the 
Nigerian Constitution, as it would 
promote equal opportunities for 
poor children who rely on public 
schools and have no opportunity for 
university education elsewhere.”

“SERAP is concerned that 
Nigeria's public tertiary institutions 

have continued to experience a 
steady decline. The quality of  
public education offered is low and 
standards have continued to drop. 
The learning environment does not 
promote effective learning.”

“Public school facilities are in a 
state of  extreme disrepair, requiring 
major rehabilitation. Basic teaching 
and learning resources are generally 
not  avai lable,  leaving many 
lecturers and other staff  members 
profoundly demoralized.”

“The failure to end the ASUU 
strike has hugely contributed to 
denying poor Nigerian children 
access to quali ty education, 
opportunities and development. 
The enjoyment of  the right to 
education for millions of  poor 
children remains a distant goal.”

“Under international law, states 
are required to progressively 
implement socio-economic rights 
including the right to quality 
education commensurate with the 
level of  resources available. Gross 
misallocation of  resources to the 
detriment of  the enjoyment of  the 
right to quality education can 
c o n s t i t u t e  a  h u m a n  r i g h t s 
violation.”

“A violation of  the right to 
education will occur when there is 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  ex p e n d i t u r e  o r 
misallocation of  public resources 
which results in the non-enjoyment 
of  access to education by poor 
Nigerian children.”

“The fai lure to meet  the 
reasonable demands by ASUU 
cannot be justified especially given 
the failure and/or refusal by the 

Federal Government to recover 
trillions of  Naira reportedly 
m i s s i n g  i n  m i n i s t r i e s , 
departments and agencies, and 
the huge funds allocated to the 
presidency and the National 
Assembly in the 2022 budget.”

“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r 
information, N105.7bn of  public 
f u n d s  a r e  m i s s i n g ,  a s 
documented by the Auditor-
General of  the Federation in his 
annual audited report for 2018. 
Also, while the presidency has 
budgeted N3.6 billion for feeding 
and travels, N134 billion has been 
a l loca ted  to  the  Nat iona l 
Assembly in the 2022 budget.”

“Furthermore, ASUU and 
other university workers' unions 
have been on strike for several 
months. The unions' demands, 
among other things, include 
better funding for the nation's 
public tertiary institutions and 
improved welfare for their 
members.”

“While your government has 
reportedly released N34 billion 
for the payment of  minimum 
wage consequential adjustments 
f r o m  2 0 1 9 ,  A S U U  h a s 
maintained that until its core 
demands are met, it will not 
suspend the strike.”

“In protest of  the continuous 
use of  IPPIS and refusal by the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  t o 
implement the renegotiated 2009 
agreement that was completed in 
May 2021, ASUU resumed 
nationwide strike on February 
14.”
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