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Anambra Turkey-based man escapes
assassination over land matter 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A 
36-year old Nnewi 
son, based in Turkey, 
Mr Chinedu Arinze 

narrowly escaped death at 
the weekend in the hands of  
operatives of  the Police Rap-
id Response Squad (RSS) in 
Nnewi, Anambra State. 

Trouble allegedly started 
for the Turkey based who 
just visited Nigeria when he 
went to a Magistrate court in 
Nnewi for an affidavit for one 
of  his siblings who intend to 
travel out of  the country soon.  

A prominent legal practi-
tioner based in the commer-
cial town who don’t want 
his name in print, was said 
to have sent a petition to the 
police that the 36 year old 
Arinze is a member of  the 
Indigenous Peoples of  Biafra 
(IPOB) and a kidnapper. 

According to Arinze, “I 
was in company of  my fa-
ther at the Magistrate court 
to get affidavit for my younger 
brother. 

While we were there, the 
lawyer handling my father’s 
case over a land dispute called 
that the case would hold at 
Nnewi High Court 2. 

“We naturally decided to 
go there. But while we were 
there, I saw the person we 
had a land issue within com-
pany of  his lawyer pointing at 
me. I didn’t read any unusual 
meaning into it until a team 
of  Rapid Response Squad 
from the Nnewi Police Area 
Command swoop on me and 
started beating me and even 
threatened to shoot me if  I 
don’t cooperate.

“They accused me of  be-
ing an IPOB member and a 
kidnapper, they dealt heavy 
blows on m, and clubbed me 

seriously. These officers al-
most blinded me.  

“They kicked me on my 
private part and even hit me 
with objects that nearly crip-
pled me. It was when we got 
to the police station that I was 
told that the lawyer of  my 
father’s opponent in the land 
matter petitioned that I have 
been threatening her.

“Unfortunately, I have not 
had any dealing with the law-
yer for anything, so when the 
police discovered that she lied 
against me, they apologized 
and released me..,” the young 
man recounted. 

He said that he expected 
the police officers to at least 
book the lawyer and see the 
culprit picks his medical bills 
in the interest of  justice. But 
that nothing like such was 
done. 

He said he had to return 
home and went to the family 

hospital to nurse the serious 
injuries the police squad of  
ten men inflicted on him. His 
father, Dr. Eugene Obuni-
ke Arinzechi revealed that 
the matter actually started in 
1984 and that his opponents 
have been trying to kill his son 
by all means. 

He further revealed that 
over 30 different cases are 
pending in courts with his op-
ponents over the land dispute. 

He cautioned that his oppo-
nents should be held respon-
sible if  anything untoward 
happens to his son or any 
member of  his family. 

 In his reaction, The Okpa-
la-Nnewi,  Chiagozie Osunk-
po (Akajiofor Nnewi) in 
whose palace the press brief-
ing took place noted that the 
land matter actually started in 
days of  his father and that the 
case was settled in 1988 “the 

Nnewi way” at Agbalor but 
that the opponents of  Dr Eu-
gene Obunike Arinzechi still 
decided to go to court over the 
same matter.

When contacted, the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) of  Anambra State 
Command, Tochukwu Iken-
ga (DSP) said he didn’t have 
any information on the mat-
ter, but promised to make 
enquiries and get back to our 
reporter.

FG’s Tukano Jets not yet effective against
bandits, says Methodist Prelate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

M
ethodist Prelate, 
His Eminence 
Samuel Kanu-

Uche has questioned the 
effectiveness of  the Tukano 
fighter jets acquired by the 
federal government for the 
fight against Boko haram 
and other bandits. 

This is even as the Prelate 
has said that Nigeria needs 
men with credibility and 
fear of  God to move the na-
tion forward, not political 
parties. Uche made these 
points in Umuahia, during 
his farewell visit to Abia 
State, during which he ad-
dressed the press concerning 
retirement from service of  
Methodist Church Nigeria 
and end of  his tenure as a 
Prelate, which are fast ap-
proaching. 

He condemned the high 
level of  insecurity in parts 
of  Nigeria, lamenting that 
banditry is taking over parts 
of  Nigeria on daily basis, 
including the hometown of  
President Mohamadu Bu-
hari in Katsina state. 

Uche, who spent two days 
inside the bush after his 
kidnap by suspected Fulani 
bandits recently, wondered 
why bandits operated for 
hours at Kuje prison in Abu-
ja releasing their members 
from prison, without resist-
ance from the military, de-
spite the availability of  the 
Tukano jets. 

Prelate Uche who con-
demned the use of  fake 
Bishops during the unveil-
ing of  APC Vice Presi-
dential candidate, Senator 
Kashim Shettima in Abuja 
last week, frowning that pol-

iticians were descending to 
the dangerous level of  joking 
with God’s name because of  
politics. Prelate Uche, who 
urged all Nigerians of  voting 
age to acquire their PVCs to 
vote for the right candidates 
in 2023, called  for the arrest 
of  those allegedly issuing 
Permanent Voter’s Cards 
(PVCs) to underage children 
in Nigeria. 

He emphasized that six 
months are enough for cred-
ible leaders to re-set Nigeria 
to prosperity, if  such leaders 
are voted into offices and ad-
vised the federal government 
to handle the Nnamdi Kanu 
issue with care, for the har-
mony of  the nation. 

He explained that he has 
served for 46 years as a priest 
of  Methodist Church, add-

ing that he has reigned for   9 
years as the Methodist Prel-
ate in Nigeria during which 
252 new churches were 
planted, with the church re-
cording rapid infrastructural 
development while rejecting 
same-sex marriages. 

He expressed appreciation 
to God and members of  the 
Church for their support 
for him, promising that a 
smooth transition of  lead-
ership in Methodist Church 
would take place under his 
supervision. 

Prelate Uche who said he 
was the first Igbo man to 
be elected as the Prelate of  
Methodist Church in Nige-
ria, said he had been enjoy-
ing the support of  all Meth-
odists from all parts of  the 
country.

Alleged fraud: ABIRS suspends 
Erondu from collecting Unified 
Emblem levies

Over 5000 youths of Ohaji/Egbema ’ll get employment 
through Agribusiness  - Onyiriuka, SDP candidate
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he candidate of  So-
cial Democratic Party 
(SDP) for Ohaji/Egbe-

ma State Constituency seat in 
the 2023 election, Hon. Engr. 
Onyiriuka Stanley, has prom-
ised to give employment to 
over 5000 youths of  Ohaji/
Egbema in agribusiness if  he 
becomes the House of  As-
sembly Member of  the area.

The agribusiness giant and 
security expert who made the 
promise when he had audi-
ence with some supporters of  
Liberation Mandate at Arizo-
na Hotel, Owerri, last week, 
organized by his younger 
brother, Onyiriuka Chie-
dozie Darlington, remarked 
that agriculture is very lucra-
tive, hence he has decided 
to empower many youths 
into farming business such 
as piggery, fishery, poultry, 
livestock, banana, plantain 
and cocoa plantation, saying 
many people have become 
wealthy through effective 
farming.

“Being into agribusiness, I 
will teach many people how 
to be resourceful through ac-
tive farming, empower them 
accordingly to start off  their 
own farms and as well gener-

ate employment to others to 
make them more productive 
and financially rich. Liber-
ation Mandate is geared to 
teach youths how to fish in or-
der to become useful to them-
selves, families and commu-
nities. I will fight for the right 
of  the people. I will lead the 
people to safe grounds. I’m in 
the race to viably correct the 
problems bedevilling the peo-
ple. God will shepherd me to 
liberate Ohaji/Egbema and 
thereby standardise econom-
ic prosperity, infrastructural 
development and security 
because God prepared me for 
good leadership”, he said.

Having held so many so-
cial, political positions such 
as Secretary to Ohaji/Egbe-
ma LGA (two consecutive 
times) Coordinator, Imo 
Youth Council, Ohaji/Egbe-
ma and Coordinator, Imo Ni-
ger Delta Security Network, 
Ohaji/Egbema, Onyiriuka 
maintained that he will “defi-
nitely affect the lives of  the 
people positively through ag-
ribusiness, quality representa-
tion if  I’m given the mandate 
to be in the Imo State House 
of  Assembly from 2023 by 
the good people of  Ohaji/
Egbema hence I understand 
what their major problems 
are: lack of  social amenities, 
unemployment, poverty un-
derdevelopment, violence, 
government shenanigan”. 

Onyiriuka reflected that 
he was “instrumental to the 
recovering of  Adapalm from 
hoodlums when I firmly, 
actively coordinated Imo 
Niger Delta Security Net-

work. I was able to galvanize 
Adapalm host communities 
like Etekwuru, Umunwaku, 
Amafor, Agwa who worked 
with me to recover Adapalm 
which gave employment to 
our youths. Then, insecurity 
was reduced minimally be-
cause many youths were gain-
fully employed”.

The SDP candidate harped 
that internal security is the 
only security the area can af-
ford to have which ought to 
be taken seriously by all per-
sons, appealing to the people 
to always give room to inves-
tors to come in and invest to 
even enhance development 
and better living, saying “de-
velopment can only be fea-
sible when there is security 
at the area. And when they 
come in, the major people 
they will employ are our 
people. If  we succeed Ohaji/
Egbema is going to be one of  
the best LGAs in Imo State 
and beyond”, promising not 
to fail nor disappoint them if  
given their mandate.

In his votes of  thanks, the 
host, Onyiriuka Chiedozie 
Darlington, thanked the peo-
ple for believing in Onyiriuka 
Stanley, as well as support-
ing the Liberation Mandate 
which he added was aimed 
at liberating Ohaji/Egbema 
people from bad governance, 
poverty, violence, underdevel-
opment, advising those who 
do not have PVC to do well 
to get registered with INEC 
to obtain PVC that will ena-
ble them to elect Onyiriuka 
Stanley to Imo State House 
of  Assembly in 2023.T

he Abia State Inter-
nal Revenue Service 
has suspended the ap-

pointment of  Elder Azubuike 
Ihuoma Erondu, from col-
lecting the Unified Emblem 
levies.

The suspension was con-
tained in a letter dated June 
23, 2022 singed by the Acting 
Chairman/Chief  Executive 
ABIR Agbara Celestine. 

Celestine alleged that Eron-
du had consistently carried 
out the collection of  the uni-
fied Emblems without adopt-
ing ABIRS e-ticket/e-em-
blems, upload system rules.

He also hinted that Erondu, 
had flagrantly flaunted laid 
down regulations, code of  

conduct, ethics in collections 
and enforcement of  compli-
ance of  the revenue windows. 

The ABIRS boss equally 
faulted Erondu, for reverting 
to the hackneyed understand-
ing with Abia State Passenger 
Integrated Manifest Scheme 
(ASPIM) against the settled 
understanding while his ap-
pointment with ABIRS sub-
sists. 

According to the letter, 
“sequel to our appraisal of  
your quarterly performance, 
we write to inform you of  
displeasure over your poor 
performance based on the fol-
lowing criteria: collection of  
levies without using ABIRS 
e-ticket/e-emblems approved 

platforms.”
Collecting above amount 

as authorized by ABIRS and 
engaging enforcers without 
recourse/clearance from 
ABIRS. 

“Approaching the court 
while an appointment sub-
sists with intent to Coax 
ABIRS, from proceeding to 
quarterly review your perfor-
mance.”

Continuous fraudulent 
collections outside ABIRS 
authorized prices. Online 
with the conditions of  your 
appointment be informed 
that ABIRS has with imme-
diate effect suspended your 
appointment pending further 
investigation. Onyiriuka
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Anambra NLC joins national protest 
in solidarity for University Union 

Fire razes two-storey building 
in Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

P
roperty worth millions 
naira were on Monday 
morning lost in a fire 

outbreak at a two-storey res-
idential building in Akunnia 
Street, Woliwo, Onitsha, An-
ambra State.

The incident, which oc-
curred around 4.35am, affect-
ed the last floor of  the build-
ing. 

Though no life was lost in 
the inferno, the fire, accord-
ing to eyewitnesses, would 
have spread to other adjourn-
ing buildings if  not for quick 
intervention of  neighbors be-
fore the arrival of  firefighters 
who later brought it under 
control. 

Confirming the outbreak 
in a statement, the State Fire 
Chief, Engr. Martin Agbili 
said the cause of  the fire re-
mained unknown, adding 
that no life was lost in the in-
ferno. 

He said: “At about 0435hrs 

(4.35am) of  today, Monday 
25-07-2022, Anambra State 
Fire Service received a dis-
tress call of  fire outbreak in a 
two-storey residential build-
ing at Akunnia Street, WOLI-
WO, Onitsha. 

“We deployed two (2) fire 
trucks and firefighters to the 
fire scene. The fire was fought, 
controlled and extinguished 
with the assistance of  the pub-
lic who were at the scene be-
fore our arrival. 

“Although the fire affected 
the last floor of  the building 
but a lot were saved within 
and around the burning build-
ing. “As at the time of  fighting 
the fire, the cause of  the fire 
remains unknown and there 
was no loss of  life. 

“Major challenge encoun-
tered was that our fire trucks 
found it difficult to penetrate 
the street to the burning build-
ing due to how the buildings 
were structured with no space 
for emergency vehicles.

“We left the fire scene at 
about 0645hrs (6.45am).”

Uzodimma addressing the public

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), on 
Tuesday July 26, 2023 

staged a protest in solidarity 
with university unions over 
the lingering shutdown of  
federal universities across the 
country. 
 Our Correspondent who 
monitored the protest reports 
that University unions in-
cluding Academic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities (ASUU), 
Senior Staff  Association 
of  Nigerian Universities 
(SSANU), Non-Academic 
Staff  Union of  Educational 
and Associated Institutions 
(NASU), and National As-
sociation of  Technologists 
(NAAT), had embarked on 
industrial action over federal 
government’s total neglect of  
university education and fail-
ure to meet union’s demands. 

The protest, which took 
place in Awka, the Anam-
bra state capital, attracted 
hundreds of  members from 
the university-based unions, 
other unions under the um-
brella of  NLC such as the 
Nigeria Union of  Journalists, 
National Association of  Ni-
geria Nurses and Midwives 
(NANNM), National Asso-
ciation of  Nigerian Students, 
among others. 

The protesters were seen 
with various inscriptions 
such as ‘FG should do the 

needful to end the strike 
now’, ‘Our children must 
go back to school’, ‘Stop the 
brain-drain now’ ‘NASU de-
mands for re-negotiation of  
2009 Agreement’, ‘We say 
no to inconsistency in IP-
PIS’, ‘NANS Zone F stands 
with ASUU’, ‘Renegotiate 
the 2009 ASUU and NASU 
agreement now’, ‘FG pay us 
our earned academic allow-
ances’, ‘Fund our universi-
ties’, to mention just a few. 

Speaking during the pro-
test, the Anambra state NLC 
chairman, Comrade Chinwe 
Orizu, called on the state 
governor, Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo to intervene in the 
dispute between the federal 
government and unions in 
the tertiary education sector. 
According to her, the dispute 
had manifested in a strike ac-
tion for over 5-months, with 
a huge cost to the students, 
the university staff, parents, 
government and other stake-
holders. 

She said organised labour 
had made efforts to end the 
strike including writing to the 
Ministers of  Education and 
Labour and Employment 
to no avail, while urging the 
governor to appeal to the fed-
eral government especially in 
the immediate payment of  
withheld salaries, shelve IP-
PIS, honour agreements gov-
ernment entered into with 
the unions or renegotiate in 
good faith. 

AGN members visit slain actor’s family
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State Chapter 
of  the Actors Guild of  
Nigeria has paid a con-

dolence visit to the family of  
Late Nollywood star, Emma 
Abuchi, at Umuagu Ohuhu, 
Umuahia North LGA of  
Abia State. Abuchi, a movie 
actor and Producer was al-
legedly killed by his personal 
assistant in Asaba, Delta State 
early July. During the condo-
lence visit, the Chairman of  
Reconciliatory Committee 
of  the Actors’ Guild in Abia 
state, Mr. Stanley Mba who 
spoke on behalf  of  the Guild, 
expressed deep sorrow at the 
death of  their dedicated mem-
ber.  

Mba described their late 
member as a dedicated and 
skillful man who was also 
hardworking.  Mba expressed 
deep sorrow that the former 
actor was allegedly killed by a 
man he trusted and made his 
Personal Assistant (PA).

The leader of  the delegation 

explained that the visit was to 
commiserate with the family 
of  the entire family of  Emma 
Abuchi in their time of  grief. 
The Actors Guild members 
prayed God to console the 
family while assuring that the 
murder suspect who is now at 
large would be apprehended.

Also speaking, members of  
the Guild, Signor Nath and 

Emeka Onyekwere regretted 
the great loss caused by the 
death of   Emma Abuchi to 
Abia state and movie practi-
tioners in general. 

He disclosed that the family 
of  the late movie star would 
not be left behind. Respond-
ing, the elder brother of  the 
deceased, Ikpo Ugochukwu 
expressed shock at the death 

Also speaking on the 
sidelines of  the protest, 
the ASUU chairperson of  
Nnamdi Azikiwe Universi-
ty, Awka, Comrade Stephen 
Ufoaroh, said the protest by 
the organised labour was 
to register their grievance 
over the continued closer 
of  the federal universities 
occasioned by government 
insensitivity and lack of  po-
litical will to meet the of  the 
unions. 

While commending NLC 
for initiating such a measure, 
noted that the gesture was 
also in line with saving the 
soul of  public education in 
Nigeria. 

Ufoaroh seized the oppor-
tunity to call on the federal 
government to provide qual-
ity education by adequately 
funding public education 
from primary to tertiary insti-
tutions, even as he frowned at 
continued withheld salaries 
and entitlements of  the un-
ions. 

Also speaking on behalf  
of  SSANU, the UNIZIK 
chairperson, Comrade 
Njideka Nwangwu, decried 
that university workers were 
still living with 2009 salaries 
without review despite the 
economic realities, while 
stressing the need for gov-
ernment to reconstitute fresh 
committee to handle the un-
ion’s matter, alleging that the 
previous committee ended 
up creating more problems. 

Earlier, SSANU Secre-
tary, Unizik chapter, Com-
rade Bonny Ozo Nkwuaku, 
wondered why the federal 
government would continue 
to renege on the agreements 
it willingly signed with the 
unions, and stressed the need 
for government to do away 
with IPPIS as a payment 
platform and embraced a 
more consistent payment 

platforms as proposed by the 
unions. 

According to him, the fed-
eral government should also 
set up a serious committee to 
steer the renegotiation of  the 
2009 agreement. 

They should as a matter of  
urgency, pay all the arrears in 
full and also incorporate into 
the monthly salaries, earned 
allowances to forestall future 
problems.

 Other ASUU-NAU mem-
bers who spoke with this pa-
per including Comrade King-

sley Nwosu of  Educational 
Foundations, Comrade Iyke 
Nwosu of  Guidance and 
Counselling, Comrade Chid-
iebere Ufondu of  Technology 
and Vocational Education, 
Comrade Ifeoma Edeh from 
Zoology, Comrade Ngozi 
Ulogu of  Mass Communi-
cations and so on, frowned 
at federal government’s con-
tinued negligence to the cries 
of  university workers and 
students, and called for ex-
pedite actions to resolve the 
impasse.

.. As members frown over Govt negligence 

of  his younger brother, who 
was fast-rising star, regretting 
that only God knows why his 
brother suffered the gruesome 
fate. In her lamentations, 
mother of  the late Prince 
Emma Abuchi, Mrs Nwanyi-
oma Ikpo described the death 
of  her son as a big shock 
which but appreciated the 
members of  the Actors Guild 
of  Nigeria for identifying with 
her in her time of  sorrows.

NSCDC to partner ICPC on Anti-Graft war
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he State Commandant 
of  Nigeria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps, 

Anambra State Command, 
Mr. Isidore Chukwudi Chik-
ere has given assurance that 
the Corps is commitment to 
partnering the Independent 
Corrupt Practices and other 
Related Offences (ICPC) to 
fight corruption.  

Mr. Chikere stated this in 
Awka earlier today Tuesday 
26th of  July, when he received 

on a courtesy visit the Resi-
dent Anti - Corruption Com-
missioner (RACC) of  ICPC 
Anambra, Mr. Oche Godwin 
A. and his team at the Com-
mand Headquarters. 

While commending the 
ICPC team for the visit, Mr. 
Chikere emphasized the need 
to close all ranks in tackling 
the menace of  corruption and 
corrupt practices in all ramifi-
cations. 

He lamented that corrup-
tion has retarded the econom-
ic growth of  the country, add-
ing that the Corps was ready 

to offer the commission every 
necessary support needed to 
achieve their mandate.  Ear-
lier, in his remark, Mr Oche 
Godwin A. the Resident An-
ti-Corruption Commissioner 
(RACC) in the State thanked 
the State Commandant for the 
timely response to the Com-
mission’s request for courtesy 
visit.  The Resident Anti-Cor-
ruption Commissioner scored 
the need for both agencies to 
work together, especially in 
the areas of  information gath-
ering and sharing with adop-
tion of  new strategies to the 
fight against corruption and 
other crimes in the State. 
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owe r  c r i s i s  h a s  r e m a i n e d  a Preoccurring decimal rocking the 
nation's power sector with the 

recent national grid collapse throwing 
many States of the country into absolute 
blackout. And, this collapse is the fifth this 
year.

In March, the Association of Nigerian 
Electricity Distributors (ANED), the 
umbrella body of distribution companies, 
blamed the recurrent power collapse on the 
Transmission Company of  Nigeria's 
(TCN) analog system, describing it as 
largely responsible for collapses since the 
privatisation of the power sector in 2013. 

The TCN, a government agency that 
manages the asset under the privatised 
power sector, had in turn attributed the 
grid collapse many states in darkness to a 
sudden drop in system frequency from 
49.94 Hertz (HZ) to 47.36Hz, which 
created system instability,”

The latest grid collapse is the sixth time 
in 2022. The TCN said the national grid 
experienced system disturbance at about 
11:27a.m. on Wednesday, but that its 
restoration was almost completed as at 
11:00p.m.

Hertz is a unit of frequency which 
replaces the earlier term of one cycle per 
s e c o n d  ( c p s ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
spokesperson for the company, Mrs, Ndidi 
Mbah,  the reports from the National 
Control Centre revealed that the collapse 
was precipitated by the tripping of a unit 
with a load of 106 Megawatts (MW) in one 
of the generating stations due to “exhaust 
over temperature.” She said the tripping 
pulled out other grid-connected units in 
the plant, which resulted in aggregated 
generation loss of 457MW.

“A train of events ensued, culminating 
in the collapse of the national grid. As 
obtainable in all  systems, when a 
component of the electric power system is 
defective, the entire configuration is 
vitiated,” she said

Mbah said investigation was going on to 
establish the cause of the failure. She said 
the Nigerian Electricity Supply Industry 
(NESI) appreciated the understanding of 
the government and consumers of 
electricity within and outside the country.

The federal government on its part said 
the collapse of the national grid was caused 
by “vandalism” on a transmission tower 
on the Odukpani – Ikot Ekpene 330kV 
double circuit transmission line, leading to 
a loss of about 400MW of generation.

Isa Sanusi, spokesperson to the 
Minister of Power, Abubakar Aliyu, said 
this in a statement on Twitter on Saturday. 
“This consequently led to a cascade of 
plants shut down across the country” 

Recall that the affected power plant was 
recently upgraded alongside Okpai and 
Alam IV power plants, to contribute 400 
megawatts of electricity to the national 
grid.

Then, on Friday, Electricity companies 
notified their customers of the latest grid 
failure which threw many cities into 
darkness.

“Please be informed that there has just 
been a national grid collapse causing an 
outage in our franchise areas. We 
apologize for the inconvenience caused 
and appeal that you bear with us while we 
await restoration from the TCN. We regret 
all inconvenience caused,” the Abuja 
Electricity Distribution Company said.

“Dear customers, there was a loss of 
supply as a result of the system collapse of 
the Transmission Company of Nigeria 
(TCN) about 6:30 p.m. across all our 
franchise states of Bauchi, Benue, Gombe 
and Plateau,” Jos electricity distribution 
company said.

The Minister of  Power, Abubakar 
Aliyu, had said poor maintenance and 
shortage of gas were the causes of the 
collapse. He said steps but had been 
mitigated by the Presidential Power 
Initiative to prevent future occurrence.

“While a detailed investigation into the 
immediate and remote causes of  the 
recurring grid failure is currently ongoing 
by the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission and System Operator (the 
operator of the national grid), the process 
of restoring supply is ongoing with some 
sections of  the national grid already 
energised  and  supply  res tored  to 
consumers,” Mr Sanusi said in the 
statement.

He said the grid was being restored by 
the system operator as other on-grid power 
plants were dispatched to cover the lost 
generation capacity from the Calabar 
power plant owned by the Niger Power 
Holding Company Ltd.

We are worried by the failure of this 
Federal Government under watch of 
Muhammadu Buhari, to address the power 
sector challenges amounts to excessive 
insensitivity on the part of government to 
fundamentals of  development. The 
unbundling of NEPA has proven to be a 
colossal disaster. 

Insisting that accessibility to reliable 
power supply is the key to poverty 
reduction and unlocking economic growth 
in the country; therefore, the federal 
government need to consider a switch to 
alternative energy sources or rather allow 
power in the hands of those who can 
deliver the needed services.
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Nigeria and ceaseless
collapse of  national grid:
A huge concern



igeria, a heterogeneous 

Ncountry, is a nation of  
nations. She is a very 

populous nation-state with over 
200 million people. And more 
than 250 ethnic groups make up 
the geographical expression and 
' L u g a r d i a n '  c o n t r a p t i o n 
christened Nigeria by Miss Flora 
Shaw, Lord Lugard's mistress. 
Millions of  Nigerians, who are 
d e e p l y  r e l i g i o u s ,  a r e 
practitioners of  such religions as 
Islam, Christianity, and African 
Traditional Religion. We have 
B h u d i s t s ,  a n i m i s t s ,  a n d 
Christian and Islamic mystics in 
Nigeria, too; however, they are 
minority religious groups.

It should be noted that 
Niger ians  are  deeply  and 
intensely religious people. Their 
r e l i g i o s i t y  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
superstition manifest in diverse 
ways.  For example,  many 
people, who are afflicted with 
diseases, link their afflictions or 
health maladies to spiritual 
manipulations by their enemies, 
and seek cures in religious places 
instead of  going to hospitals for 
therapies. And some middle-
aged women who are unmarried 
believe that their enemies cast 
spell on them, which has resulted 
in their long spinsterhood. 
Religious superstition, no doubt, 
reigns supreme in our country.

And in the past, in the 
northern part of  Nigeria, those 
who spoke i l l  of  Prophet 

Mohammed paid dearly for their 
verbal faux pas. Some months 
ago, Deborah Samuel, a female 
s t u d e n t  o f  a  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education in northern Nigeria, 
was killed and set ablaze for 
a l l e g e d l y  c o m m i t t i n g 
blasphemy.

Again, in 2002, a fatwa was 
placed on a Thisday journalist, 
Isioma Daniel, for her comment 
on the 2002 Miss World Beauty 
C o n t e s t  a n d  P r o p h e t 
M o h a m m e d .  H e r  a r t i c l e 
outraged the conser vat ive 
northern Muslims and led to 
violent protests in the North. 
Consequently, the 2002 Miss 
World Beauty Contest slated to 
take place in Nigeria was 
cancelled.

Not only are Nigerians 
religious bigots, they are also 
inveterate ethnic jingoists and 
chauvinists. But it was Chief  
Obafemi Awolowo who first 
championed ethnic nationalism 
in Nigeria. Not unexpectedly, 
other Nigerian freedom fighters, 
including Nnamdi Azikiwe, toed 
the same line.  As a consequence, 
Nigeria's ethnic and religious 
fissures deepened and became 
our Achilles' heel and hindrance 
to our collective efforts to make 
Nigeria an organic whole and 
united nation-state.

But it is during every periodic 
general election that the matter 
of  religion as well as ethnicity 
mostly rears its ugly head, and 

t h r e a t e n s  o u r  c o n t i n u e d 
existence as one united and 
indivisible country. A majority 
of  Nigerians will cast their votes 
for a presidential candidate 
whose religious and ethnic 
groups are the same as theirs, 
rather than vote for a presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  w h o  p o s s e s s e s 
leadership qualities, moral 
probity, and patriotism. So do 
you still wonder why Nigeria is 
trapped in political quagmire, 
economic stagnation,  and 
technological backwardness?

Another general election will 
take place next year (2023). But 
is it possible for us to experience 
a paradigm shift regarding the 
voting patterns of  different 
demographic groups in Nigeria?  
The three major political parties 
fo r  the  2023  pres ident ia l 
election, namely the Peoples 
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  A l l 
Progressives Congress, and 
Labour Party have all got their 
presidential candidates and 
running mates.

But the APC's Muslim-
Muslim presidential ticket is 
causing furore in Nigeria, now. 
The political party's presidential 
candidate, Bola Tinubu, is a 
Yor uba Musl im whi le  his 
running mate, Kashim Shettima, 
i s  a  nor the r n  Mus l im.  A 
Muslim-Muslim presidential 
ticket is not unprecedented in 
Nigeria's political annals. In the 
p a s t ,  t h e  A b i o l a - K i n g i b e 

pres ident ia l  t icket  on the 
platform of  the then Social 
Democratic Party won the  June 
12, 1993 presidential election 
which was adjudged the freest 
and fairest presidential election 
in our political annals.

But at this period in our 
national life, when our dear 
country is bifurcated along 
ethnic and religious lines, the 
APC presidential ticket pairing 
smacks of  gross insensitivity to 
millions of  Nigerians who have 
religious preferences other than 
Islam. A majority of  Christians 
feel alienated by the APC 
presidential ticket pairing. And 
they have bought into the theory 
that Tinubu will islamise Nigeria 
if  he wins the 2023 presidential 
election.

Again, the APC Muslim-
Muslim presidential ticket does 
not augur well for Nigeria's 
unity, political stability, and 
national development. But do 
our political leaders care about 
our interests, the development of  
Nigeria, and the continued 
existence of  all ethnic groups in 
Nigeria as one country? The 
answer  to  th i s  rhe to r i ca l 
question is no. Tinubu feels that 
having a northern Muslim as his 
running mate will make him 
garner enough votes that will 
guarantee him victory in the 
2023 presidential election. But 
are his political, prognostication, 
permutations, and calculations 

correct?
However, with the passage of  

time, and with Mr. Peter Obi's 
soaring popularity, Nigeria's 
political calculus, dynamics, and 
equation have changed.  Today, 
millions of  Nigerians, who want 
an upturning of  the ugly status 
quo ante, have queued up behind 
Mr Peter Obi, the presidential 
candidate of  the Labour Party. 
They perceive him as  the 
political Messiah, who will right 
the wrongs in our political polity, 
take Nigeria out of  the economic 
woods, and entrench peace and 
unity in Nigeria.

M o r e  s o ,  O b i ,  w h o s e 
popular i ty  with  people  i s 
phenomenal, chose a northern 
Muslim, Ahmed Datti, as his 
running mate. Add it to the fact 
that the New Nigeria People's 
Party and PDP presidential 
c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  n o r t h e r n 
Muslims, and you will see why 
the  APC Mus l im-Mus l im 
presidential ticket will be an 
albatross on Bola Tinubu. The 
northern votes will be split 
among the APC, PDP, NNPP, 
and Labour Party with Atiku of  
PDP and Kwakwanso of  NNPP 
getting huge votes, owing to their 
clout in the north and political 
dexterity.

So, is Bola Tinubu's choice of  
a  r u n n i n g  m a t e  n o t  a 
misconceived idea, a political 
miscalculation, a political 
albatross on his presidential 
candidature, and an Achilles 
heel in his quest to become 
Nigeria's President?

Again, it should be noted that 
given the fragile peace that exists 
in Nigeria, a heterogeneous 
country, the APC Muslim-
Muslim presidential ticket 
cannot engender peaceful and 
harmonious existence among 
the diverse peoples of  Nigeria. If  
Bola Tinubu wins the 2023 
presidential election, Christians 
will continue to view his doings 
with suspicion. And he will 
spend a great deal of  time trying 
to convince and reassure us that 
he has no plan to 'islamise' 
Nigeria.

Lastly, it should be restated 
here,  again, that Tinubu's 
selection of  Shettima as his 
presidential running mate is not 
the political master stroke that 
will tilt the balance in his favour 
in the 2023 presidential election.

The bottom line is that 
politicians should harness our 
ethnic and religious diversities to 
make Nigeria an economically 
prosperous, technologically 
advanced, politically stable, and 
united country.
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Tinubu Shettima
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over nor Abdul lahi 

GG a n d u j e  o f  K a n o 
State, has assured the 

Nigeria Labour Congress that 
the Nigeria Governors Forum 
would do everything possible to 
ensure an amicable resolution to 
the lingering crisis between the 
Federal Government and the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities. 

He gave the assurance when 
he received members of  the 
Nigeria Labour Congress in the 
s t a t e ,  w h o  w e r e  a t  t h e 
Government House, protesting 
in solidarity with ASUU. 

T h e  g o v e r n o r ,  w h o 
lamented the prolonged crisis, 
said the NGF would prevail on 
the Federal Government in the 
area of  advice so as to resolve 

the crisis with a view to saving 
the entire system from total 
collapse. 

“We will prevail on the 
Federal Government in the area 
of  advice because the crisis must 
be resolved to save the system. 

“This crisis must be resolved 
to help save the system. We don't 
want system collapse in this 
country at all,” Ganguje said. 

He noted that the striking 
university lecturers “are in the 
strike action to save the system 
from collapsing.” 

While lamenting the plight 
of  students across the country 
for being idle all this while, he 
revealed that, “Myself  and my 
colleagues from all the 36 states, 
i r respec t ive  o f  our  par ty 
differences, are concerned about 

the prolonged strike action and 
we will put our heads together to 
bring an end to the crisis.”

The governor commended 
the labour members, students 
and others who participated in 
the protest  for  exhibit ing 
maturity and high sense of  
responsibility in conducting the 
protest peacefully. 

Ganduje also promised to 
forward the letter he received 
from the labour leaders to the 
Minister of  Education, Adamu 
Adamu, for onward submission 
to the President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari(retd.) . 

Earlier in his speech, the 
Chairman of  the Kano branch 
of  the NLC, Kabiru Minjibir, 
s a i d  t h e  p r o t e s t  w a s  i n 
compliance with the directive 
from the National Headquarters 
of  the union to compel the 

government to do the needful. 
He commended Ganduje 

for not joining some of  his 
colleagues in no work no pay 
resolution against university 
lecturers. 

“We really appreciate the 
state government under your 
able leadership, the people's 
g o ve r n o r,  D r  A b d u l l a h i 
G a n d u j e ,  f o r  y o u r 
magnanimous approach in not 
stopping the salary of  the 
l e c t u r e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
universities. 

“This shows you are an 
education-friendly governor,” 
Comrade Minjibir said. 

Among those who took part 
in the peaceful protest were 
ASUU members,  s tudent 
bodies, civil society groups, 
youth organisations and human 
right activists, among others.

He said, “Your competitors 
are your mates in other countries 
of  the world. You need to, 
therefore be quick to learn new 
things even if  they are different 
from what you are currently 
studying at your University. 

“We want to see you square 
up with your mates in China and 
Singapore, the United Kingdom 
and the United States, Australia, 
and New Zealand.

“We are raising you as global 
citizens and hope you carry 
yourself  that way. It is only on 
such thinking that you are 
natives of  Nigeria and citizens 
of  the world, that qualify you as 
worthy inheritors of  the Alex 
Otti Foundation- people who 
will build this organisation 
beyond what we imagined and 
impact more people than we ever 
thought we could”. 

b o u t  3 6 7 , 4 9 9 

Acandidates applied for 
t h e  4 3 , 7 1 7  s l o t s 

a v a i l a b l e  i n  M e d i c i n e 
Depar tments  in Nigerian 
universities for the 2022 Unified 
Te r t i a r y  M a t r i c u l a t i o n s 
Examination conducted by the 
J o i n t  A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Matriculation Board. 

According to data obtained 
f r o m  JA M B  t h e  h i g h e s t 
percentage of  candidates for the 
examination chose Medicine as 
their first choice for course of  
study in universities. 

Reports have it that JAMB is 
a  N i g e r i a n  e n t r a n c e 
examination board for tertiary-

level institutions. The board 
conducts entrance UTME for 
prospective undergraduates 
into Nigerian universities. 

No fewer than 1.8 million 
candidates sat for the 2022 
U T M E / D i r e c t  E n t r y 
examinations conducted by the 
admission body.

According to the 2022 
statistics recently released by 
the board, 367,499 candidates 
applied for medicine while only 
43,717 slots exist. 

It was also revealed that 
231,907 applied for social 
science courses despite that 
only 93,277 slots are available 
while 204,734 applied for 

science-related courses despite 
132,796 vacancies. 

Further breakdown also 
revealed that 81,653 applied for 
Law-related courses despite 
8,529 vacancies;  103,891 
s t u d e n t s  a p p l i e d  f o r 
technology-related courses 
with 60,199 vacancies; 72,014 
applied for courses under Arts 
and Humanities despite 48,744 
vacancies.

However, JAMB noted that 
fewer candidates applied for 
Agriculture and Education-
related courses despite the huge 
vacancies  exist ing in the 
faculties. 

Fo r  i n s t a n c e,  d e s p i t e 
111,601 vacancies existing for 
Educat ion courses  in  a l l 
Nigerian universities, only 

53,612 candidates applied. 
The board also noted that 

21,568 applied for Agriculture 
d e s p i t e  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s 
universities having 31,217 
vacancies. 

Our correspondent learnt 
that the board's Registrar, Prof  
Ishaq Oloyede, raised the issue 
when he met with the Minister 
of  Education, Adamu Adamu; 
and heads of  agencies as part of  
the board's policy meeting in 
Abuja last Thursday. 

 “Look at Medicine for 
instance, we had 367,499 for 
vacancy of  43,717 which means 
we only have vacancy of  11.90 
per cent for those that applied. 

“Same thing with Social 
Science, but when you come to 
Education, you have 53,000 

applicants for position of  over 
100,000 which means that even 
if  you admit all those who 
applied for Education even if  
t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e 
qualifications, we still have 
vacancies. That is why for such 
persons, if  only they have their 
O ' l eve l  r e su l t s,  they  ge t 
admitted. 

“The UTME is a factor of  
inadequacy  in  syntax  of  
number. If  we have enough 
vacancies, we will probably not 
have UTME. Same thing with 
agriculture, Agric is even worse 
than education,” Oloyede 
reportedly said at the meeting.

he Alex Otti Foundation Th a s  a w a r d e d 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  2 6 

undergraduates drawn from 
various Universities across 
Nigeria. 

Speaking during a banquet 
dinner to induct the beneficiaries 
into the Foundation scholarship 
scheme, the founder and the 
Governorship candidate of  the 
Labour Party in Abia State, Mr 
Alex Otti, said the expectation 
of  the Foundation was to have 
the beneficiaries amongst top 
c a r e e r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , 
successful business owners, tech 
g i a n t ,  g r e a t  r e s e a r c h e r s, 
professors and others in the 
world. 

He  exp la ined  tha t  the 

beneficiaries were selected after 
going through various stages of  
oral interview and examination 
by the scholarship management 
board. 

He charged them to focus 
wholly on their academics so as 
to maintain the benchmark of  a 
yearly Cumulative Grade Point 
Average of  3.5 for university 
students and 2.8 for students of  
other tertiary institutions to 
remain under the scholarship.

Otti, called the attention of  
the scholarship beneficiaries to 
the changes in the world and 
tasked them to also learn new 
skills different from their course 
of  study to be self-reliant after 
graduation. 

Foundation awards scholarships
to 26 undergraduates 

 m e m b e r  o f  t h e 

AN a t i o n a l  Y o u t h 
Service Corps in the 

Federal Capital Territory, John 
Mfon ,  has  deve loped  an 
automatic payroll processing 
system called Middey. 

According to him, the 
Middey payroll system was 
designed to make it extremely 
easy for  businesses,  non-
governmental organisations, 
and the Small and Medium 
Enterprises to effor tlessly 
manage the monthly salary 
payment process. 

Mfon explained that the 
fintech software as part of  his 
l o n g - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e  o f  
providing a continuous stream 
of  innovations to meet the 
diverse needs of  the business 
community. 

He said, “Looking at the 
current trends in the 21st 
century, Middey is coming to 
solve the problems of  payment 
for  both  indiv iduals  and 
businesses.

“I t  i s  embedded  wi th 
artificial intelligence to ensure 

Ganduje laments ASUU strike, promises
governors' intervention 

that payment Is done seamlessly 
using advanced technology.” 

Mfon also said that one of  
the  major  advantages  o f  
Middey, as an Africa-focused 
payment brand, was its ability to 
completely eliminate the need 
for organisations to process 
payroll on one system and then 
take the processed data to 
another platform to transfer 
salaries or send salary schedules 
to various banks or statutory 
agencies. 

“We are looking at the way 
you can make payment via 
phone cameras. We are also 
looking at helping organisations 
manage their payroll system, at 
the appropriate time, without 
people having to manually do 
so. We are automated and very 
simple.

“No need to copy and paste 
a c c o u n t  n u m b e r s .  Wi t h 
Middey, you just scan and make 
payments in seconds. So, we are 
hoping that Middey will in the 
long-term be one of  the biggest 
payment providers and the 
bedrock in Africa,” Mfon said. 

Corps member develops
automatic payroll system

367,499 applied for 43,717 medicine slots
–JAMB report 
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vpeaking at the 8th Edition 

Sof  the Nigerian Society of  
E n g i n e e r s '  A n n u a l 

D i s t i n g u i s h e d  L e c t u r e , 
Oyeyinka said the country 
required leaders who were not 

only committed to ensuring 
high-performing public sector 
institutions and organisations 
but those who seek to transform 
society through both vision and 
action. 

His lecture was t i t led, 
'Nigeria's development reversal: 
Halting descent into industrial 
Backwardness.' 

Oyeyinka explained that 
Nigeria was poor because the 

country had experienced not 
only weak indu''In other words, 
the central reason behind the 
wide and terrifyingly widening 
wealth gap between developed 
and developing countries is the 
gap in knowledge, especially 
scientific and technological 
knowledge. If  natural resources 
alone were the basis of  wealth, 
the Democratic Republic of  
Congo, Angola, and Nigeria 
among others will not be too far 
down the prosperity ladder yet 
they are among the poorest on 
earth. strial growth but also de-
industrialisation.

“Rich nations have a long 
h i s t o r y  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d 
acquisition of  knowledge. They 
use this knowledge to master 
nature and to transform natural 
resources to high value goods.'' 

He, thereby added that only 
a political and transformational 
leadership style would lead to 
national  progress.

''A transformational leader 
puts forward core values that is 
practiced both in private and in 
public; he/she celebrates the 
diversity of  the nation, and 
effectively communicates his 
ideas. He/she thinks in strategic 
t e r m s  a n d  d e m a n d s 
commitment to excellence and 
innovation, sensitivity to ethical 

and cultural values of  the 
society ir respective of  an 
inevitable globalizing world in 
which nations must compete for 
investment and resources. It is 
within the power of  a leader to 
i n i t i a t e  a n d  p r o m o t e 
commitment to these strong 
values through design of  reward 
schemes and monitoring and 
accountability mechanisms that 
reduce the opportunities and 
incentives for rent-seeking. 

“  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l 
Leadership is characterised by a 
compelling vision, a strong 
accent on a changed future by 
which the followers are guided 
in their actions and conduct; 
such leadership style excites and 
converts potential followers.'' 

Oyeyinka explained that the 
AfDB president, Dr Akinwumi 
Ades ina  had  a  v i s ion  o f  
Nigeria's own green revolution 
including nat ional  wheat 
sufficiency, adding that ''he 
started the program in Nigeria 
and as  usual  in  Niger ia ; 
politicians promptly stopped it 
once he  le f t  h is  posi t ion 
Minister of  Agriculture. When 
he became the President of  the 
A f D B  t h i s  v i s i o n  w a s 
implemented in Sudan and 
Ethiopia.'' 

e m b e r s  o f  t h e MN i g e r i a  L a b o u r 
C o n g r e s s  a r e 

protesting in Ikeja, the Lagos 
State capital, in solidarity with 
t h e  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities. 

T h e  p r o t e s t  w h i c h  i s 
currently holding is also an 
opportunity for the NLC to 
bring attention to other issues 
affecting the nation. 

The score of  protesters who 

stormed the street carried 
p l a c a r d s  w i t h  s e v e r a l 
inscript ion such as 'Stop 
importation of  petrol, refine the 
refineries', 'Nigeria at 60 years 
of  independence, more hunger 
in the land', etc. 

Another  placard read, 
“Reduce the cost of  governance 
now, save the masses from 
poverty and hunger.”

The nationwide protest 
organised by the Nigeria 
Labour Congress is in solidarity 

with ASUU over the strike that 
clocked five months on July 14, 
2022. 

The police and the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps have deployed personnel 
in critical infrastructure and 
facilities in response to the 
strike. 

T h e  N i g e r i a  L a b o u r 
Congress had on Monday 
directed workers in state 
capitals and Abuja to join the 
protest. 

Lack of economic diversification hindering
Nigeria's progress –Don 

ASUU: NLC protests in Lagos 

courseware is now standard 
practice across our university as 
we have developed the capacity 
of  our teachers in that respect. 

The don noted that the 
varsity had established a Centre 
for Health Professions and 
Biomedical Education last year 
to drive the agenda of  educating 
university-based health and 
medical teachers in the art and 
science of  teaching and ensure 
quality teaching and learning 
across all our 26 courses spread 
over 9 faculties and two Schools. 

“Among others, the building 
will also host the 3D e-learning 
facilities that will allow, among 
others, vir tual anatomical 
dissection as we demonstrated 
during the launch of  the Co-
Creation Hub a few weeks 
back.''

In the lecture, the guest 
lecturer, Prof. Olopade-Olaopa 
identified the lack of  investment 
in human capital as a major 
challenge to health profession 
education in Nigeria 

H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t 
education and health were 
major determinants of  human 
c a p i t a l  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e 
development. 

he Vice-Chancellor of  Tt h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Medical Sciences, Ondo 

State has said a new policy in the 
institution will now require all 
its lecturers to have training in 
effective teaching. 

The don made this known at 
the second Emeritus Prof. 
O l a d i p o  A k i n k u g b e 
Distinguished Lecture, held on 
the campus of  the institution. 

The lecture was t i t led, 
'Imperatives of  transforming 
health professions education in 
Nigeria', and delivered by  Prof. 
Emiola Olapade-Olaopa of  the 
University College Hospital, 
Ibadan. 

He said, “As a university, we 
have invested in training our 
teachers in the science and 
practice of  effective teaching, 
drawing on the resources of  
educational experts in science 
educat ion,  pedagogy and 
curriculum development in that 
process.

“Our policy now requires all 
our university teachers to have 
training in pedagogy and related 
t e a c h i n g  i s s u e s .  T h e 
d eve l o p m e n t  a n d  u s e  o f  

UNIMED lecturers to
acquire training in effective
teaching 
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ge-long traditional 

Awrestling which 
has been part of  

Igbo culture has been in the 
decline for years now, as 
the people have abandoned 
it for western form of  
w r e s t l i n g  a n d  o t h e r 
modern sporting events.

B u t  i n  E b e m ,  t h e 
headquarters of  Ohafia 
LGA of  Abia State, the 
traditional game  has 
received a reviving boost 
this year, as publisher of  
All Breaking News/All 
Breaking News TV ,Ifeanyi 
Okal i  has  hos ted  the 
wrestling contests in Ebem 
Ohafia, to the excitement 
o f  t h e  e l d e r s , 
traditionalists, youths and 
children of  the ancient 
villages and entire Ohafia 
lands.

T h e  w r e s t l i n g 
competition which was 
held at Eziukwu village 
square precedes the 2022 
Ohafia new yam festival 
t h a t  w o u l d  s o o n  b e 
celebrated. 

During the wrestling, 

j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r 
categories of  wrestling 
competitions were held, 
while a mammoth crowd 
o f  na t ive s  and  o the r 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  O h a f i a , 
together with their invited 
friends from neighboring 
communi t i e s  were  a t 
Eziukwu village square, to 
cheer  the i r  p re fe r red 
contestants.

While the beating of  
the melodious beats of  

wrestling music and the 
display of  friendly battles 
between the contestants 
titillated the crowd, the 
elders of  the town nodded 
their heads in joy that their 
ancestral tradition had not 
gone extinct. This year's 
Igba mgba were contested 
teenagers and youths from 
Ekeleugo, Eziukwu and 
Mgbaga clans and the 
winners of  the battles at 
grand finale were rewarded 

with gifts. The host of  2022 
edition, Mr Ifeanyi Okali 
who is also an executive 
member of  Ebem Ohafia 
D e ve l o p m e n t  U n i o n 
(EODU) promised that 
2 0 2 3  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l  w r e s t l i n g 
competition would be 
more interesting than 2022 
and charged Ebem Ohafia 
i n d i g e n e s  h o m e  a n d 
abroad to support the 
upholding and reviving of  

sweet  cul tures  of  the 
people.

He commended the 
paramount ruler of  Ebem 
Ohafia ancient kingdom 
Kpoke 1 of  Ekeleugo and 
the paramount ruler of  
Ebem Ohafia,HRH Ezie 
Ukoha Kalu Ukoha for his 
efforts in preserving the 
traditions of  the people and 
praised the President-
General of  Ebem Ohafia 
D eve l o p m e n t  U n i o n , 

Chief  Emeka Mba for 
creating chieftaincy and 
cultural committee that 
would work in synergy 
with the Eze-in-council. 
Okali urged the youths of  
his community to maintain 
respect for the elders and to 
shun immora l i ty  and 
violence, while advising 
them to learn from the 
virtues of  their rich cultural 
heritage.

Traditional wrestling held in Ebem-Ohafia,
as Publisher moves against extinction of
culture

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia
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Buhari moves to fill INEC vacancies,
nominates 19 RECS for Senate confirmation 

News

A 
UK court has grant-
ed bail to the wife 
of  Senator Ike Ek-

weremadu, Beatrice, who 
is being held alongside her 
husband in the United King-
dom.

The court, however, re-
fused to grant bail to her 
husband. Ekweremadu, a 
former Deputy President 
of  the Senate, was detained 
alongside his wife over alle-
gations of  a plot to traffic a 
man into the UK to harvest 
a kidney for their daughter.

The lawmaker and his 
wife appeared at the Old 
Bailey on Friday for a bail 
hearing, Daily Mail report-
ed.

According to the report, 
55-year-old Beatrice is 
charged with arranging or 
facilitating the travel of  an-
other person with a view to 
exploitation, between Au-
gust 1 last year and May 5, 
under the Modern Slavery 
Act 2015.

“The position is that I 
have granted bail to Bea-

Alleged organ harvesting: UK Court
grants Ekweremadu’s wife bail 

trice subject to some fairly 
stringent conditions, but I 
have refused bail to Ike,” the 
Common Serjeant of  Lon-
don, Richard Marks, was 
quoted as saying.

The prosecutors did not 
appeal the decision of  the 
court.

Before the bail hearing, 
authorities had accused a 
doctor of  plotting with Sen-
ator Ekweremadu and Bea-
trice to traffic the said victim 
into the UK to harvest his 
kidney for their daughter.

The doctor, identified as 
Obinna Obeta of  South-
wark in south London, was 
charged under the Modern 
Slavery Act with arranging 
the travel of  the victim with 
a view to him being exploit-
ed between last August and 
May, Daily Mail reported.

In another charge, he was 
alleged to have conspired 
with the couple to arrange 
or facilitate the travel of  the 
man with a view to him be-
ing exploited, namely organ 
harvesting.

Aba roads and markets during the long Sit @ home.

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has written the 
Senate to confirm 19 

nominees as Resident Elec-
toral Commissioners of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC).

The confirmation re-
quest to the upper cham-
ber was contained in a 
letter dated 25 July 2022. 
The letter was read at ple-
nary by the Senate Pres-
ident, Ahmad Lawan. 
President Buhari, in the 
letter, said that the request 
for the confirmation of  the 
nominees was in accordance 

with the provisions of  Sec-
tion 154 (1) of  the Nigerian 
Constitution.

He explained that the 
nomination of  five Resident 
Electoral Commissioners is 
for renewal, while the other 
14 are fresh appointments.

The nominees for con-
firmation include Ibrahim 
Abdullahi (Adamawa – Re-
newal); Obo Effanga (Cross 
River – Renewal); Umar 
Ibrahim (Taraba – Renewal); 
Agboke Olaleke (Ogun – Re-
newal); and Samuel Egwu, a 
professor, (Kogi – Renewal). 

Imo Government threatens court action 
on defaulters of monthly clean up exercise
By Grace Ofurum

I
n a bid to reinforce the 
monthly cleanup ex-
ercise in Imo, the Imo 

State Waste Management 
Agency ISWAMA has is-
sued stern warning against 
some members of  the pub-
lic who do not obey the 
rules guiding the monthly 
exercise.

The agency through its 
managing Director, Barr 
Kelechi Emeakoroha said 
that the cleanup exercise 
that takes place every last 

Saturday of  the month will 
henceforth attract penalties. 

The agency observed that 
some members of  the public 
no longer adhere to the di-
rectives of  the government 
to observe the environmen-
tal exercise and therefore 
stated that there would be 
total lockdown from 7am 
to 10am on Sat 30th July as 
well as the other months. 

The director maintained 
that the general public is 
expected to tidy up their 
environment within the 
stipulated time frame as 

… Refuses husband bail
Ekweremadu and his wife 

who have since denied any 
wrongdoing were taken to 
detention following their ar-
rest at Heathrow Airport on 
June 21 after arriving on a 
flight from Turkey.

Following their arrest by 
the London Metropolitan 
Police, the duo appeared 
before a UK court which 
ordered that they should be 
remanded in custody till July 
7 while investigations con-
tinued into the allegations 
against them.

While the Met police said 
the donor was 15, he was 
reported to have refused to 
consent to the procedure 
after undergoing tests at 
the Royal Free Hospital 
in Hampstead, north-west 
London.

The Westminster Magis-
trates’ Court later ruled that 
the kidney donor was not a 
minor after confirming his 
age as 21. The trio of  Ekwer-
emadu, Beatrice, and Obeta 
are due to appear at the Old 
Bailey on August 4.

security operatives will be 
on ground to apprehend de-
faulters. 

Also a taskforce will be 
on duty to also enforce 
compliance while default-
ers will be charge to the 
mobile court. 

However, the agency dis-
closed that only health care 
givers, the media and elec-
tricity workers are eligible 
to move about during the 
period. Also an inspection 
team will be on duty to as-
certain the level of  compli-
ance and ensure an effective 
exercise.

Others are Onyeka Ugochi 
(Imo); Muhammad Bashir 
(Sokoto); Ayobami Salami, 
a professor, (Oyo); Zan-
go Abdu (Katsina); Queen 
Agwu (Ebonyi); and Agun-
du Tersoo (Benue).

Also to be confirmed are: 
Yomere Oritsemlebi (Delta); 
Yahaya Ibrahim, a professor, 
(Kaduna); Nura Ali (Kano); 
Agu Uchenna (Enugu); 
Ahmed Garki (FCT); Hudu 
Yunusa (Bauchi); Uzochuk-
wu Chijioke, a professor, 
(Anambra); and Moham-
med Nura (Yobe).

By Izuchukwu Kelechi

E
conomic activities 
in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of  the 
South-East zone is 

gradually picking up, as Aba 
inhabitants have braced up 
to the challenge of  feeding 
their bellies rather than ob-
serve the sit-at-home order 
by the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra IPOB. This is even 
as the United Nations has 
called on the Nigerian Gov-
ernment to unconditionally 
release the leader of  IPOB, 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

Since the commencement 
of  the order, Aba, which 
used to be a beehive of  
activities, has witnessed a 
drop in economic activities 
while it has had a toll on 
Aba residents who are pre-
dominantly business men 
and women.

As the order continues, 
News Echo, took a walk 
round selected places and 
markets in the Eyimba City 
to monitor compliance and 
observed that some places 
witnessed full compliance 
while other areas were not 
entirely a ghost town.

At the popular Ehi road 
market, located at Ehi road 
by Asa road, shops were 

After long sit-at-home order: Business
activities picks up in Aba 

under lock and key. 
The market that played 

host to people from various 
streets in Aba and commu-
nities in Abia State, turned 
to a ghost market on Mon-
day due to the sit-at-home 
order.

Same was the situation at 
the busy School road, Aba 
while the popular High 
Life Market located at Ehi 
road by East, witnessed 
low turnout of  traders who 
were spotted displaying 
commodities just as buyers 
patronised them at will.

Furthermore, at Afor Ule 
Market opposite Rhema 
University, Aba, the com-
pliance level by traders to 
the sit-at-home order has 
dropped significantly as 
traders and sellers were 
spotted doing their busi-
nesses as against when the 
order was first declared by 
IPOB.

News Echo took a walk 
down the popular Ehere 
Market along Opopo Junc-
tion, Aba and spotted buy-
ers and sellers carrying out 
transactions which is in 
contrast to what obtained 
when the order by IPOB 
commenced.

Meanwhile, the trio of  

Bright Iheanecho, John Es-
ther Kelechi and Victoria 
Udo who spoke to our cor-
respondent Izuchukwu Kel-
echi, attributed the drop in 
compliance rate to the level 
of  hunger in the country 
and particularly the zone, 
stating that one cannot stay 
at home amid hunger and 
hardship in the land.

On her part, Asonye Mar-
vellous, a resident of  Okig-
we Road Aba, said it is not 
wise for someone to stay at 
home when you have busi-
nesses to attend to, stressing 
that the way people have 
started coming up on Mon-
days will herald the end of  
the sit-at-home order.
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Special Report

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he shock wave that greeted 
the withdrawal of  accred-
itation from Abia State 
Polytechnic Aba, last week 

by the National Board for Technical 
Education (NBTE) has injected fear 
and confusion in the minds of  stu-
dents of  the Polytechnic and their 
parents/guardians. But Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, the leader of  God’s 
own State has stretched fourth his 
hands of  assurance and calmed the 
worried students, parents and other 
Abians, promising that the situation 
would be brought under control.

NBTE, the regulatory body for 
Polytechnics and other technical 
institutions in Nigeria, last week, 
dropped a sledge hammer on Abia 
State Polytechnic, withdrawing her 
accreditation and also, directing 
the National Youths Service Corps 
(NYSC) against mobilising grad-
uates from the school for the one 
year mandatory national youth ser-
vice. NBTE through a letter, signed 
by Ms Fatima Abubakar, said “it is 
therefore with utmost sense of  re-
sponsibility that the board has decid-
ed to withdraw the accreditation sta-
tus of  the Polytechnic to safeguard 
the quality assurance mechanism of  
the Board.”

“The Board went the extra-mile of  
writing to Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
of  Abia State, informing him of  the 
dire situation of  the Polytechnic, 
but all to no avail.” “No product of  

Abia Poly’s loss of accreditation causes 
confusion for students, parents panic

Abia State Polytechnic Polytechnic  
should be mobilized for national ser-
vice until the management resolves 
the issues of  non-payment of  sal-
aries to its staffers while the Board 
promised to notify the NYSC once 
the accreditation status of  the Poly-
technic is restored”

 “Copies of  the withdrawal have 
been forwarded to the Tertiary Ed-
ucation Trust Fund and Industrial 
Training Fund to stop any trans-
action with the Poly until further 
notice.” According to NBTE, Abia 
Poly did not shown any seriousness 
in clearing the alleged 30-month 
salaries arrears of  her workers. To 
confirm this report, News corre-
spondent Echo called the Public 
Relations Officer (PRO) of  the Poly, 
Joy Nwakanma to hear the school’s 
reaction and she replied that “It is all 
propaganda. We have not received 
any letter from NBTE. It is all prop-
aganda. Thank you!”

But hours after her denial, Abia 
State Governor, Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
expressed his disappointment with 
NBTE for their action, describing 
the development as embarrassing 
and capable of  destabilizing the 
peace and harmony of  Abia. The 
Governor in a release signed by Barr 
Chris Ezem, Secretary to the State 
government (SSG) appealed to the 
student population and well mean-
ing Abians to calm down as his gov-
ernment was responding to the ugly 
development.

 “The Governor viewed the deci-
sion of  NBTE as very embarrassing 

Abia State Polytechnic, 

and capable of  destabilising the cur-
rent peace and harmony existing in 
the State, as the fate of  the students 
of  the institution appears jeopard-
ized by the said decision. Academ-
ic actions have been ongoing in the 
institution without interruption. The 
teachers and staff  of  the Poly were 
not on strike and have remained 
committed to their duties”, said the 
Governor. He further announced 
dissolution of  the governing coun-
cil and management of  Abia Poly 
and   setting up of  a 6-man task force 
headed by Prof  Ikechi Mgbeoji to in-
vestigate the situation and to ensure 
that the school regained her sound 
status. Stanley Nwankpa, the Pres-
ident of  Students Union Govern-
ment (SUG) of  Abia State Polytech-
nic, was also made a member of  the 
6-man task force by the Governor.

Also, the students  of  Abia Poly, 
whose fate are in jeopardy, together 
with those due for NYSC are the big-
gest victims of  the NBTE decision, 
as their years of  study and resources 
are at stake. But to put their minds 
at rest, the Rector of  Abia Poly, 
Prof  Okorie Kalu Osonwa has met 
and addressed the worried students, 
urging them to continue on their 
lectures as all efforts are being made 
to reverse the situation and recover 
the accreditation of  the school. The 
Rector who had a hectic time calm-
ing the students some of  who were 
sobbing, told them not to consume 
everything they read on social  me-
dia concerning the school, as some 
of  the reports are fake.

The development in Abia Poly 
seemed to have arrived at the right 
time in the hands of  opposition 
parties in Abia as the 2023 guber 
draws near. First to fire a salvo was 
Prof  Greg Ibe, the founder of  Greg-
ory University, Uturu and also the 
governorship candidate of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance (APGA) 
in Abia who has offered to admit 
into Gregory University, Abia Poly 
students who have completed their 
Ordinary National Diploma (OND) 
programs, to enable them navigate 
out of  any academic uncertainty. 
Also, the governorship candidate 
of  African Democratic Congress 
(ADC) and a Methodist Bishop, 
Sunday Onuoha has also urged Abia 
State government to as a matter of  
urgency, offset the salary backlog of  
the Poly’s workforce which he said, 
caused the withdrawal of  the accred-
itation in the first place. However, 
the reactions of  these candidates and 
other members of  the opposition 
community did not go down well 
with the State government as the 
Commissioner for information and 
strategy, Barr Eze Chikamnayo in a 
release, accused those he described 
as “mushroom political parties” 
and “infantile politicians” of  trying 
to make political capital out of  the 
Abia Poly debacle. Chikamnayo, 
who traced the Abia Poly challenges 
to politics and involvement of  a reg-
ulatory body (NBTE) in a supposed 
labour issue, also blamed successive 
managements and boards of  the 
school for the problems. According 

to him, a total of  N7b, N470m had 
been released as subvention to the 
Abia Poly by Okezie Ikpeazu-led 
government from 2015 to date, even 
when all school fees, levies, caution 
fees and internally generated reve-
nues by the school were not remitted 
to Abia State government but also 
used for the running of  the Poly.

He explained that Ikpeazu gov-
ernment had been fulfilling all its 
obligations to the Poly, arguing that 
if  workers in Abia Poly were owed 
salaries, it was caused bad manage-
ment. He disclosed that a judicial 
panel of  inquiry had been put in 
place to unearth the management 
staff  involved, warning those all 
culprits responsible for splashing 
embarrassment would be brought 
to justice.  The information Com-
missioner concluded by slamming 
NBTE for selecting Abia Poly for 
sanction even when some tertiary in-
stitutions in some parts of  the coun-
try whose academic activities have 
been halted by terrorism and salary 
issues still had their accreditation 
intact.

But how did Abia Poly find its 
self in this mess? 

Special findings show that 3 differ-
ent management/boards had been 
in charge of  that school in about 8 
years, with all of  them now out of  
office, with last week’s dissolution of  
the immediate past team.

Another finding by a visitation 
panel indicates that the mess in the 

...  Ikpeazu sacks Poly council, faults NBTE, calms students

Cont’d on Page 11
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Abia Poly’s loss of accreditation causes confusion 

school equally pre-dated the admin-
istration of  Dr Okezie Ikpeazu, as 
a N2b loan scandal had already en-
gulfed the Poly before Ikpeazu took 
over the helm of  affairs. The said N2 
billion, according to the visitation 
panel, was allegedly borrowed from 
a first generation bank by the  school 
to execute some projects but the 
funds were allegedly not properly 
utilized by the then management of  
the school. These happened before 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s administration but 
his government, on inception, made 
efforts to get the loans re-paid, in 
order to help the school stand with 
two legs. The above were parts of  
the findings of  a Panel set up by the 
State government to investigate the 
challenges of  the Poly. In September 
2019, 258 workers of  the Polytech-
nic were sacked when it was alleged-
ly discovered that their employment 
did not follow due process. Though, 
the then Public Relations Officer of  
the school, Mrs Chinyere Eze gave 
a different explanation to the sack, 
saying that salaries owed the sacked 
staff  would be paid to them. But 
labour union leaders in the school 
claimed that the 258 figure was lower 
than the active figure of  those shown 
the way out. Abia Poly had a student 
population of  about 20,000 prior to 
2015 which is now down to about 
half  of  the earlier figure, resulting 
from staff  strike or economic prob-
lems which made many students to 
either change schools of  choice or 
whittle down their academic inter-
ests. The school was said to be gen-
erating about N1.1 from school fees 
alone when the campus buzzed with 
a 20,000-student population while 
annual staff  salaries then, accord-
ing to a senior government official, 

were about N180m per month. The 
school fees around N53, 000 exclud-
ing different fees and other internally 
generated windows through which 
money is generated for the Poly. 
Now that the population is down to 
about 9,000, revenues from school 
fees, according to same government 
source, are put at about N500m 
per anum while wage bill has also 
dropped to about N109m.

Two previous managements of  
the Polytechnic had embarked on 
right-sizing or sack of  some staff. 
The staff  sacked, according to the 
school were mostly those whose 
employment were illegal while those 
who were right-sized occupied posi-
tions they were not qualified or due 
for. Obviously, the reduction in the 
size of  the workforce and capital 
injections from Abia State govern-
ment seemed not to have reflected 
positively on the financial well-be-
ing of  the institution, judging from 
the unpalatable event of  last week. 
Therefore, Abia State government 
having explained its commendable 
commitment to the sustenance of  its 
dear Poly, as contained in its various 
press releases, did very well in fund-
ing the school but seemed to have 
paid little auditing attention to how 
the quantum financial votes it ex-
panded on the Polytechnic, were uti-
lized, according to an Enugu-based  
chartered accountant, Bro Felix Eji-
anya.

And doing so, according to Eji-
anya, could have either led to the 
blocking of  every conduit pipe in the 
school’s coffers, or at least, ensuring 
that staff  was not owed their salaries. 
But a member of  Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) from Ukwa East 
LGA, Elder Andrew Obodonma 
blamed the opposition parties for al-
legedly being behind the Abia Poly 

crises.
According to the loyal party man, 

“ Abia University lost its accredita-
tion in Medicine and now Abia Poly 
has been denied of  her accreditation 
by NBTE and you should ask your-
self  if  Abia is the only State where 
the regulatory organisations func-
tion?” He supporter the position of  
Abia State Commissioner for infor-
mation, that some unseen hands 
may be behind the NBTE decision 
and urged NBTE to immediately 
return Abia Poly’s status to save the 
students of  the school. Hopefully, 
the judicial panel of  inquiry and task 
force set up by the State government 
would do well in this direction by 
identifying the internal hands re-
sponsible for the embarrassing out-
come and the culprits, as vowed by 
the government, should be made to 
account for the N7.1b the State said 
it paid into the running of  the school 
as well as other generated revenues. 
In the main time, some Abians have 
advised that a diplomatic approach 
should immediately be initiated with 
the NBTE to ensure that the school 
is restored so that graduates due for 
NYSC are allowed to go. Mean-
while, Abia State University Uturu 
School of  medicine which lost her 
accreditation from National Univer-
sities Commission (NUC) in early 
part of  May, 2022 is yet to regain it. 
Though efforts are being intensified 
by the Abia State government to re-
store the accreditation, the school as 
it stands now can not admit students 
into that faculty, until the conditions 
of  NUC are met, but there are hopes 
that JAMB candidates who chose 
ABSU will still get admitted before 
the close admission windows.

This position is based on sustained 
efforts being applied by the State 
government to help ABSU reclaim 

the treasured school of  medicine. 
The Chairman of  Nigerian Medi-
cal Association, Abia State Chapter 
Dr Chimezie Okwuonu in reaction 
to the withdrawal of  ABSU med-
ical accreditation lamented that 
NUC action meant that the school 
would not admit fresh students into 
medical school until the matter is 
resolved. Okwuonu blamed the de-
velopment on months of  salaries al-
legedly owed staff  of  the Abia State 
University Teaching Hospital (AB-
SUTH) Aba, among other issues.

Pained by the development, Gov-
ernor Ikpeazu in a widely published 
report assured Abians that the 
school would regain her accredita-
tion. The Governor, in the release 
signed by Onyebuchi Ememanka, 
his Chief  Press Secretary, Ikpeazu 
said the withdrawal of  ABSU’s 
medical accreditation had nothing 
to do with professional competency 
or the teaching hospital, blaming it 
on issues of  salary arrears. He em-
phasized that medical students who 
are already studying in ABSU are 
not in any way affected by the NUC 
accreditation but assured that the 
situation was “a momentary setback 
which can   be corrected in a matter 
of  months.”

He promised that his government 
would make funds available for the 
payment of  salary arrears owed 
ABSUTH workers with further 
payment of  the workers’ monthly 
salaries, even as he stated that issues 
of  salary challenges in the teaching 
hospital predated his administra-
tion. One month after the loss of  
accreditation, Abia State House of  
Assembly summoned Prof  Max-
well Ogbulu, Vice Chancellor of  
Abia State University, Uturu and the 
Dr Joe Osuji, Abia State Commis-
sioner for Health to appear before 

the House to explain to the legisla-
tors why ABSU lost accreditation 
in medicine, the most valued and 
most treasured Course of  Study 
in the school and of  course, every 
other conventional university. Prof  
Ogbulu and Dr Osuji during their 
appearances on June 22 took turn 
to explain to the lawmakers, their 
points. At Abia State College of  Ed-
ucation (Technical) Arochukwu, the 
leadership of  the Labour union in 
the institution also complained of  
poor working conditions. 

According to Comrade Kelvin 
Egesi, the Chairman of  College of  
Education Association Staff  Union 
(COEASU), ACETA branch al-
leged that his members in ACETA 
are owed months of  salaries, add-
ing that they were yet to be given 
promotion in the in the last 7 years, 
non implementation of  financial in-
crements among other complaints. 
However, the Provost of  Abia State 
College of  Education (Technical), 
Dr Philip Nto in listing his achieve-
ments in the College since he took 
over, said the fortunes of  ACETA 
had changed for the better under 
his watch. According to Nto, who 
was a former Lecturer at Michael 
Okpara University of  Agriculture 
and later, Abia State Commissioner 
for finance under the administration 
of  Chief  Theodore Orji,  several 
academic certificates of  graduates 
which were abandoned before he 
took over as Provost had been signed 
and released to students. He also 
noted that many months of  salaries 
had also been paid to workers. Apart 
from these, Nto said a lot of  infra-
structural revolution had taken place 
in the school while student popula-
tion and confidence were being ap-
preciating and, commended Okezie 
Ikpeazu government for its special 
interventions in the school. The big-
gest victims of  these academic insta-
bility are parents, students and the 
education industry in the State.

For instance, a female student 
of  Abia Poly from Ohafia, who 
just completed her HND clearance 
processes and is due for National 
Youths Service Corps, cannot go for 
the service now, until the imbroglio 
between her school and NBTE is 
resolved.

The student, who was among 
those addressed by Prof  Oson-
wa Okwara, Abia Poly Rector last 
week, appealed to NBTE to allow 
NYSC-bound graduates to go for 
the service as according to her, “it 
is wicked to stop us from NYSC 
when we have already completed 
our business in this school before 
this withdrawal. I want Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu do all he can to return the 
accreditation.” Also, a widow and 
fruit dealer, Madam Sera Ogubun-
ka said her son who is in HND 2 at 
the Polytechnic is worried about his 
future. She appealed to Abia State 
government to resolve the matter, 
“so that the money am spending on 
my son won’t be in vain.”

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu is an 
academic and it is expected that 
he would bring this to bear and get 
these challenges fixed, and ultimate-
ly, return tertiary education to its de-
served place in Abia State. These, he 
has promised to do and all eyes and 
hopes are on him, to witness their 
fulfillment.

Prof Maxwell Ogbulu, VC of ABSU during his invitation by Abia State   Philip Nto, Provost, ACETA.
House of Assembly.

Cont’d from Page 10
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New AIFCE Provost promises effective 
leadership, academic excellence 
By Grace Ofurum 

T
he newly appointed 
Provost of  Alvan Iko-
ku Federal College of  

Education, Owerri, Dr Mrs 
Stella Ngozi Lemchi has 
promised to reposition the 
institution and ensure effec-
tive leadership. She stated this 
during the official handover 
ceremony held at the institu-
tion on Tuesday. The provost 
who is the 13th substantive 
Provost of  the College and 
the second female Provost of  

the institution since its incep-
tion expressed thanks to God 
for affording her the opportu-
nity to emerge as the head of  
the institution.

She promised to run an all 
inclusive administration and 
take the institution to an en-
viable height as obtained in 
other parts of  the world.

 She noted that she will 
ensure staff  and student wel-
fare by rendering selfless ser-
vices as it’s required of  her 
position. She noted that she 
expects to work with highly 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he lawmaker repre-
senting Ogbaru Fed-
eral Constituency at 

the Federal House of  Repre-
sentatives Abuja, Hon Chuk-
wuka Onyema has faulted 
sub-national governments 
in Anambra State over poor 
attitude and attention to 
Federal projects attracted to 
the state. The lawmaker said 
neither the state nor the local 
governments show interest 
in the sustenance of  projects 
especially those attracted 
from the federal government 
to ensure they live long in 
serving the people.

Hon Onyema made the 
remark last weekend, at St 
Raphael Catholic church 
Anumudu, Okpoko in Og-
baru local government area, 
while handing over a state 
of  the art health facility to 
the Catholic Archdiocese 
of  Onitsha, Anambra State. 
Hon Onyema said his deci-
sion to hand over the facility 
to the church was to ensure 
effective and efficient man-
agement of  the health centre. 

“We always encounter dif-
ficulties in management and 
maintenance of  Federal pro-
jects attracted from the Fed-
eral Government because 
neither the State nor the 
Local Government Council 
wants to spend money to 
ensure that they are in good 
condition to provide essen-
tial services to the people.”

 Handing over the project 
to the church, the lawmaker 
who had, penultimate year, 
donated health facilities to 
the leadership of  Anglican 
Church at St Luke’s Church, 
Okpoko and Ohita, respec-
tively, stated that he is more 
confident in the capacity of  
the church to take care of  
projects better than commu-
nities and governments. 

He stated that the projects 
were in fulfillment of  the 

election promise he made to 
his constituency and stressed 
that his interest remained in 
providing adequate health-
care and better life to his peo-
ple. 

Speaking further, the law-
maker said: “as human be-
ing, we need a lot of  things 
but healthcare is the major 
need of  the people. I noticed 
that people falling ill in this 
area do not have facilities for 
medical care. 

If  you notice there is no 
government hospital in this 
whole Okpoko and that has 
been a challenge on the peo-
ple. “The facility is a 25 bed 
capacity with theatre and 3 
maternity wards for child 
delivery. I want the church 
to make us proud and ensure 
the mini hospital renders 
world class service to the 
people. They should give it 
their all. It doesn’t have to be 
situated in Lagos or Abuja to 
be the best.” 

Hon Onyema also hint-
ed that three signature pro-
jects are currently ongoing 
in three other communities, 
including hospitals in Odek-
pe and Ogwuikpele com-
munities, respectively, and a 
Computer-Based-Test (CBT) 
Jamb Centre in Atani com-
munity.

Receiving the handover 
documents, the Catho-
lic Archbishop of  Onitsha 
Archdiocese, His Grace 
Most Revd Valerian Okeke, 
thanked the lawmaker for 
citing the project in the area 
and promised proper man-
agement of  the facility. 

He also assured that the 
church will fully utilize the 
facility for the purpose it was 
built. In a remark, member 
representing Ogbaru 1 state 
constituency in the Anambra 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon Noble Igwe said the 
hospital was much needed in 
Okpoko as people, by virtue 
of  the facility, will have ac-
cess to medical care. 

Members of Obidient Ambassadors during their consultative meeting held at Awka Anambra State.

motivated staff, focused and 
serious minded people who 
will support her efforts to 
achieve excellence in her new 
position. 

According to a statement 
made available to NewsEcho 
conveying the appointment 
which was signed by the Min-
ister of  Education, Mallam 
Adamu Adamu, the Hon-
ourable Minister on behalf  of  
the President congratulated 
Dr. (Mrs.) Stella Ngozi Lem-
chi on her appointment and 
wished her a successful ten-
ure in office. Dr. (Mrs.) Stella 
Ngozi Lemchi holds PhD in 
Home Economics Education 
from the University of  Ni-

geria, Nsukka, M.Ed Home 
Economics (UNN), and B. Sc 
Home Science and Nutrition 
from UNN. 

She attended the Federal 
Government College, Okig-
we between 1981 and 1986. 
Before her recent appoint-
ment, she was the deputy 
provost of  the college. Prior 
to that, she had served as the 
Head of  the Department of  
Home Economics from 2011 
to 2015 and the Director, 
Centre for Entrepreneurship 
from 2015-2019.

 As a Home Economist, her 
main areas of  interest include 
entrepreneurship, promotion 
of  skill acquisition and curric-

ulum development.
 She has served on many 

College Committees most 
recently as Chairman of  the 
48th Convocation commit-
tee. Others include College 
Research Committee, Quality 
Assurance Committee and 
Academic Board Business 
Committee. She is a mem-
ber of  the Alvan Volunteer 
Corps.  She also served as 
resource person severally to 
such bodies as United Na-
tions International Children 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF), 
Nigeria Educational Research 
and Development Council 
(NERDC) and Gender and 
child Rights Organisation 

(GCRI) (a non-governmental 
organisation). 

 Lemchi is a member of  
several professional organ-
isations including Home 
Economics Research Associ-
ation of  Nigeria (HERAN), 
Curriculum Organisation 
of  Nigeria (CON), Teachers 
Registration Council of  Nige-
ria (TRCN), Science Teach-
ers Association of  Nigeria 
(STAN) and International 
Research and Development 
Institute (IRDI). Dr. (Mrs) 
Stella N.  Lemchi hails from 
Ehime Mbano LGA, Imo 
State. She is married to Pro-
fessor Jones Lemchi and they 
are blessed with 3 children.

Anambra Ministry of Culture, Tourism calls 
for registration of entertainment shows

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra Sta te 
ministry of  Culture, 
Entertainment and 

Tourism led by its Execu-
tive Officer, Comrade Don 
Onyenji has noted that hence-
forth any one or group who 
intends to organize any show 
must register with the minis-
try of  Culture, Entertainment 
and Tourism to certify the au-
thenticity of  the show. 

This is in line with the Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo 
vision in turning Anambra 
State into a liveable mega 
city as well as entertainment 
hub which will further attract 
tourist into the state. Com-
missioner Onyenji stated this 
when the leadership of  the 
Association of  Music and 
film producers and Marketers 
of  Nigeria (AMUFPMAN) 
Anambra Chapter paid him 

a courtesy visit in his office in 
Awka on Monday.

He described the Associa-
tion of  Music and Film Pro-
ducers and Marketers of  Ni-
geria (AMUFPMAN) as an 
important organization that 
can help boost entertainment 
and create job opportunities 
which will further reduce 
youth restiveness in Anambra 
State and Nigeria at large. 

The Commissioner urged 
them to use music and films 
to promote Igbo Cultural 
values and called for the reg-
ulation of  the entertainment 
industry in the interest of  
the society. While informing 
them that the state govern-
ment was working towards 
establishing a film village that 
will depict Igbo Culture, he 
called on investors to key in to 
assist in advancing the enter-
tainment industry in the state. 

He recognized the impact 
of  piracy on the industry and 

called on the relevant agen-
cies to rise to their responsi-
bilities by bringing to book 
the pirates. 

In an address, the president 
of  the Association of  Music 
and film producers of  Nige-
ria (AMUFPMAN) Anam-
bra Chapter Evangelist Mac-
son Nwasike congratulated 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do and his Deputy Doctor 
Onyekachukwu Ibezim on 
their successful assumption 
of  office and commended 
them for appointing one of  
their own as commissioner 
for Culture, Entertainment 
and Tourism, Comrade Don 
Onyenji describing him as a 
multi talented fellow that will 
help reviving entertainment 
industry in the state. 

He informed the Commis-
sioner of  their efforts in cre-
ating job opportunities for 
the unemployed in areas of  
acting, singing, dancing, and 

comedy. 
He appealed to the state 

government to support them 
by donating funds and estab-
lishing a film village to en-
hance their performances.

He also called on the state 
government and federal gov-
ernment to help them protect 
their intellectual properties 
from pirates. 

The group also appealed to 
the state government to create 
a market in Awka for them 
where they would be mar-
keting their products. Other 
executive members of  the As-
sociation in a vote of  thanks, 
Mr.. Roy Ekwunife and Mr 
Eze Onwuji also commended 
Governor Soludo for appoint-
ment one of  their colleagues 
into an exalted position and 
solicited for support to ena-
ble them produce more mov-
ies and generate revenue for 
themselves and state govern-
ment.

...Lauds AMUFPMAN as panacea to youth restiveness
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T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), on 
Tuesday began pro-

test across the country as 
solidarity for the prolonged 
strike by university workers.

While the demonstration 
is expected to take place in 
all 36 states of  the Feder-
ation, the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) will join the 
protest on Wednesday.

University workers, in-
cluding members of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU), Sen-
ior Staff  Association of  Uni-
versities (SSANU), and the 
Non-Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (NASU), 
among others, had gone on 
strike for various reasons.

Lecturers in govern-
ment-owned universities; 
affiliated with ASUU, em-
barked on a nationwide 

University Unions Strike: NLC begins 3-day
warning protest

strike on February 14 over 
the adoption of  the Integrat-
ed Personnel Payroll Infor-
mation System (IPPIS) of  
the government as the pay-
ment system in the universi-
ty sector.

They had also decried the 
poor funding of  universities, 
non-payment of  salaries and 
allowances of  some of  their 
colleagues, as well as the 
inability of  the government 
to pay earned academic al-
lowance to lecturers, among 
other issues.

Since the industrial action 
began, several negotiations 
between the union and the 
government have ended in 
deadlock.

While the government is 
still struggling to resolve the 
issues raised by the strik-
ing lecturers, the crisis in 
the public universities may 

Catholic Archbishop of Onitsha Archdiocese, His Grace Most Revd Valerian Okeke, Hon. 
Chukwuka Onyema, Hon. Noble Igwe, Church members and Community leaders during the 
ceremony, last weekendFrom Dan Maduagwu, 

Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress on Tuesday, 
held a city-wide rally 

in the streets of  Umuahia, 
Abia State in support of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU).

 The peaceful rally which 
attracted over 1,000 members 
of  various industrial unions 
started at Okpara square and 
was used to drum support for 
the members of  ASUU and 
was also used to demand im-
mediate re-opening of  Nige-
rian Universities so that stu-
dents could return to schools 
and resume lectures. 

Abia State vice Chairman 
of  NLC, Comrade Hope Ek-
wuribe, who addressed the 
crowd at Okpara square and 
government house, Umua-
hia, urged the federal gov-
ernment to save education 
industry by implementing 

agreements it reached with 
ASUU so that schools can 
reopen. 

The Abia NLC Vice Chair-
man noted that various la-
bour unions participated in 
the peaceful protest. He not-
ed that “injury to one is inju-
ry to all.” 

Also speaking, the Owerri 
zonal coordinator of  ASUU, 
Uzor Onyebinama slammed 
the federal government for 
not implementing the agree-
ments it reached with ASUU 
leadership. 

He was joined by mem-
bers of  SSANU, NAAT and 
NASU during the peace-
ful protest. The NLC rally 
which crippled economic 
activities at Library Avenue 
and club road, made many 
banks to close their gates to 
customers. 

They later marched to 
Abia State government house 
where they registered their 
grouses.  Responding, Gov-

NYSC swears-in 1,301 corps members 
in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he National Youth 
Social Corps (NYSC), 
Anambra state, Tues-

day, swore-in a total of  1,301 
corps members for 2022 
Batch B, stream 11 orienta-
tion exercise in the State. The 
state coordinator, NYSC, 
Mrs. Blessing Ekene Iruma, 
disclosed this in a speech at 
the swearing-in ceremony 
held at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
NYSC Unity permanent 
orientation camp, Mbauk-
wu-Umuawulu, Awka South 
local government area of  the 
state. 

In her speech, the Coor-
dinator, explained that out 
of  the 1,301corps, a total of  
624 were males while 677 
were females from approved 
tertiary institutions in the 
country. 

According to her, all the 
prospective corps members 
were screened for COV-
ID-19 and confirmed fit for 
the exercise, and grouped 
into platoons to enhance ef-
fective participation as well 
as enable them to acquire 
more skills for betterment of  
the society at the end.

“May I at this juncture, 
pause and congratulate you 
the Prospective Corps Mem-
bers for your success in the 
different examinations that 

qualified you for the stage 
you are now. 

We do hope that you will 
translate your talents into 
practical terms by contrib-
uting meaningfully in the 
different committees and ac-
tivities you will be co-opted 
into. This is the time when 
your different leadership 
qualities will be put to test 
and I urge you to endeavour 
to give accurate accounts of  
yourselves and your back-
ground. 

“While we commend His 
Excellency, the state gov-
ernor, Chukwuma Soludo, 
for his continuous fatherly 
support to the Scheme in 
the state, I wish to remind 
him of  the need to address 
the menace caused by ero-
sion inside the orientation 
playground. A casual look 
around the camp reveals 
different portions already 
ravaged by the erosion and 
if  not checked early, it might 
threaten the existing struc-
tures and destroy the beauty 
of  this camp that has attract-
ed the admiration of  all.

 We therefore passionately 
appeal to His Excellency to 
expedite action on the land-
scaping of  the premises cur-
rently under serious threat 
of  erosion. We are neverthe-
less challenged by the over-
whelming hospitality of  the 
people and therefore pledge 

not end soon as NASU and 
SSANU have also voiced 
their concerns.

Both unions recently re-
jected the report of  the Pro-
fessor Nimi Briggs-led rene-
gotiation committee set up 
by the Federal Government 
to end all strikes across the 
nation’s universities, saying 
they would not be bound by 
its recommendations.

They said they never con-
cluded negotiations with 
the committee before it sub-
mitted its recommendations 
to the government for im-
plementation, stressing that 
such an action was a betray-
al.

Reacting to the disturbing 
situation in the university 
sector, the NLC faulted the 
Federal Government over its 
handling of  the industrial ac-
tions that have grounded ac-

tivities in public institutions.
It also called on the gov-

ernment to pay the salaries 
of  the striking workers, 
which it said had since “been 
frozen on the premise of  the 
so-called ‘no work-no pay’ 
policy”.

The labour body asked the 
government to immediately 
conclude the ongoing ne-

gotiations with unions and 
be prepared to “commence 
implementation of  whatever 
Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment arising therefrom” in a 
bid to ensure public universi-
ties resume normal activities.

It went on to declare a 
two-day nationwide protest 
to stress the importance of  
resolving the impasse with 

the unions in order to save 
the university education sys-
tem from collapse.

Ahead of  the protest, 
trade unions in various crit-
ical sectors such as aviation, 
electricity, and petroleum 
among others have directed 
their members to act in line 
with the directive of  the la-
bour union.

to partner more than ever in 
augmenting the manpower 
resource needed in both the 
Education and Health Sec-
tors. 

“We are presently receiv-
ing requests from Corps Em-
ployers through our Local 
Government Inspectors and 
it is expected that they as usu-
al will be on ground on the 
9th of  August, 2022 with ve-
hicles to convey those posted 
to them to their various place 
of  primary assignments and 
also integrate them into their 
various communities.

 “Corps Employers are by 
this, reminded of  the statu-
tory allowances to be given 
to Corps members in lieu of  
transport and accommoda-
tion and where these two are 
readily available for them, 
it will go a long way to mo-
tivate the Corps members, 
Mrs. Iruma added.

… Set to embark on solidarity strike

ernor Okezie Ikpeazu, repre-
sented by Chris Ezem, Secre-
tary to the State government, 
said he was in support of  the 
peaceful rally and called for 
an end to the ASUU/FG face 
off, in the interest of  Nigerian 
students. 

Ikpeazu informed the la-
bour leaders and their mem-
bers that he was worried 
by the continued closure of  
Universities gates, noting that 
the situation was capable of  
worsening the present insecu-
rity in Nigeria. 

Many government offices 
like Ministry of  agriculture, 
finance, office of  the Head 
of  Service and Abia State 
Planning Commission were 
scanty in staff  attendance. 

In fear of  the unknown 
eventuality, many banks in 
the city refused to open for 
business while the few that 
opened their doors operat-
ed in fear, leaving customers  
stranded and frustrated.

Buhari moves to fill INEC vacancies, nominates 
19 RECS for Senate confirmation

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has written the 
Senate to confirm 19 

nominees as Resident Elec-
toral Commissioners of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC).

The confirmation request 
to the upper chamber was 
contained in a letter dated 25 
July 2022. The letter was read 
at plenary by the Senate Presi-
dent, Ahmad Lawan.

President Buhari, in the 
letter, said that the request for 
the confirmation of  the nom-

inees was in accordance with 
the provisions of  Section 154 
(1) of  the Nigerian Constitu-
tion. He explained that the 
nomination of  five Resident 
Electoral Commissioners is 
for renewal, while the other 
14 are fresh appointments.

The nominees for confir-
mation include Ibrahim Ab-
dullahi (Adamawa – Renew-
al); Obo Effanga (Cross River 
– Renewal); Umar Ibrahim 
(Taraba – Renewal); Agboke 
Olaleke (Ogun – Renewal); 
and Samuel Egwu, a profes-

sor, (Kogi – Renewal).
Others are Onyeka Ugochi 

(Imo); Muhammad Bashir 
(Sokoto); Ayobami Salami, a 
professor, (Oyo); Zango Abdu 
(Katsina); Queen Agwu (Eb-
onyi); and Agundu Tersoo 
(Benue). Also to be confirmed 
are: Yomere Oritsemlebi (Del-
ta); Yahaya Ibrahim, a pro-
fessor, (Kaduna); Nura Ali 
(Kano); Agu Uchenna (Enu-
gu); Ahmed Garki (FCT); 
Hudu Yunusa (Bauchi); Uzo-
chukwu Chijioke, a professor, 
(Anambra); and Mohammed 
Nura (Yobe).
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R
ussia’s Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov is 
visiting Africa as part 
of  a push by Moscow 

to strengthen ties with the conti-
nent. Russia aims to confront the 
West by building its reputation as 
a defender of  Africa.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov is on an Africa trip 
this week. His itinerary includes 
Egypt, the Republic of  the Con-
go, Uganda and Ethiopia.

Lavrov met with Congo’s Pres-
ident Denis Sassou N’guesso and 
Foreign Minister Jean-Claude 
Gakosso. Lavrov’s visit is the first 
to the country by Russia’s top 
diplomat.

In Egypt on Sunday, Lavrov 
told his Egyptian counterpart 
Sameh Shoukry that Russia 
would meet grain orders.

On Friday, Russia and Ukraine 
signed a deal with the United 
Nations and Turkey aimed at re-
lieving a global food crisis caused 
by blocked Black Sea grain ship-
ments.

Many African nations are 
heavily dependent on imports 
of  wheat and other grains from 
Russia and Ukraine, but supplies 
have been badly disrupted by the 
war in Ukraine, exacerbating the 
risk of  hunger.

In June, African Union Chair-
man Macky Sall told Russian 
President Vladimir Putin that 
even though Africa was far from 
the theater of  war, African peo-
ple are “victims of  this economic 
crisis.”

Yet it is in the field of  security 
where Russia seems to be trying 
to truly make its mark on the Af-
rican continent.

Military support for Africa

Lavrov’s visit is being seen as a 
push to rally the support of  Afri-
can nations, many of  whom have 
strong historical ties with Russia, 
amid strong Western condemna-
tion of  the war in Ukraine.

In the months before his visit, 
Russia signed various political 
and military deals on the conti-
nent.

In early January, hundreds of  
Russian military advisors were 
deployed to Mali. Contractors 
from the controversial Russian 
military group Wagner Group 
were invited to “help Mali train 
its security forces,” according to 
the Malian army.

Lavrov tours Africa amid 
diplomatic isolation

Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov and his Egyptian counterpart Sameh Shoukry.

This raised a few eyebrows: 
The assignment was previously 
the job of  the European Training 
Mission to Mali (EUTM). After 
Colonel Assimi Goita overthrew 
late President Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita in the 2020 Malian coup — 
and was later sworn in as presi-
dent following a second coup in 
May 2021 — he faced regional 
and international sanctions for 
extending a proposed timeline for 
presidential elections.

The junta regime responded by 
banning German military planes 
from Mali’s air space, expelling 
the ambassador of  former colo-
nial power France and calling 

J
apan has executed a 39-year-
old man who killed seven 
people in Tokyo in 2008 dur-
ing a stabbing rampage, local 

media outlets have reported.
Tomohiro Kato committed one 

of  the most shocking mass murders 
in the country’s recent history.

He was 25 when he drove a truck 
into a lunch-time crowd of  pedestri-
ans at Akihabara shopping district, 
killing three people.

He stabbed passer-bys with a dag-
ger, killing four and wounding eight.

He was apprehended by police 
at the scene and later admitted his 
crimes in his trial, saying he had 
been angered by online bullying.

His crime sparked much debate 
in Japanese society at the time over 
random killings, online influence 
and the failures in mental health 
support for young people.

On Tuesday, Japanese media re-

ported that Kato, now 39, had been 
hanged in the Tokyo Detention Cen-
tre. It is the country’s first execution 
this year. It hung three people last 
December and more than 100 pris-
oners remain on death row.

Laws on knife ownership were 
also tightened after Kato’s killing 
spree. The Tokyo District Court sen-
tenced him to death in 2011 saying 
his brutal crime had not indicated “a 
shred of  humanity”.

He lost an appeal in 2015 to com-
mute his death sentence.

• apan inmates sue over same-day 
executions

• How many countries still have 
the death penalty?

Japan remains one of  the few de-
veloped countries that still uses cap-
ital punishment amid broader crit-
icism from international and local 
human rights groups.

for the immediate withdrawal of  
Danish forces.

Mali’s southern neighbor Bur-
kina Faso witnessed its own coup 
in January. Like its counterparts 
in Mali, the Burkinabe military 
has defied calls to hand over 
power to a civilian government. 
It, too, has oriented itself  toward 
Moscow.

A link between foreign train-
ing and coups

Sudan, Chad, Guinea Conakry 
and Guinea Bissau have also ex-
perienced coups in the past year. 
One thing they all have in com-
mon: Most of  the soldiers behind 

The attack took place during a busy shopping weekend in central Tokyo

the coups had received military 
training sponsored by Russia.

“The qualities that recommend 
them for foreign training are the 
same ones that make them ef-
fective coup leaders,” Judd Dev-
ermont, the director of  the US-
based think tank Africa Program 
for Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, told DW in late 
2021.

The two Malians believed to 
be the chief  architects behind the 
2020 coup, Malick Diaw and Sa-
dio Camara, each spent about a 
year at the Moscow Higher Mil-
itary Command School. These 
same soldiers also took part in 
training missions organized by 
the US and the EU.

Following the coup, Kelly Ca-
halan, media operations branch 
chief  for AFRICOM, told DW: 
“The mutiny act in Mali is strong-
ly condemned and inconsistent 
with US military training and ed-
ucation.”

Moscow reviving old Soviet 
ties

According to Irina Filatova 
from the Higher School of  Eco-
nomics in Moscow, Russia aims 
to gain a foothold on the conti-
nent as a security broker in order 
to “confront the collective West” 
and project the image of  a “de-
fender of  Africa” — an objective 
the West has seemingly failed to 
achieve.

It’s far from the first time Rus-
sia has dabbled in African affairs: 
In the 1950s, the Kremlin backed 
liberation movements across the 
continent. At the time, Russia’s 
main export was light-to-medi-
um-range arms and ammunition. 

Tomohiro Kato was 25 when he
attacked pedestrians in Central 

Tokyo in 2008.



peratives of  the 

OI b a d a n  Z o n a l  
Command of  the 

Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n  
(EFCC), have arrested 34 
s u s p e c t e d  i n t e r n e t  
fraudsters.

The suspects include 
Paul Uche Obinna, Ola 
K a r e e m ,  D a z u m i  
H a m m e d  A d e i z a ,  
O l a m i l e k a n  G a b r i e l  
Ahmed, Olowe Nifemi 
Michael, Osisi Ikenna 

he Police in Kano TState said it rescue 
f o r t y - f i v e 

kidnapped victims and 
t w e n t y - f i v e  h u m a n 
trafficking victims.

State Commissioner 
of  Police, CP Sama'ila 
Shu'aibu Dikko stated this 
during an interaction with 
c o m mu n i t y  p o l i c i n g 
stakeholders and police 
officers in preparation for 
his retirement held at 
pol ice  of f icers '  mess, 
Bompai, kano.

According to him “it's 

 6 7 - y e a r - o l d 

Aherbalist, Saadu 
Alabi  and one 

AbdulGaniyu Haruna 
were on Tuesday arraigned 
before a Kwara State 
Magistrate Court over 
al leged rape of  three 
underage students of  a 
C o m m u n i t y  J u n i o r 
Secondar y  School  in 
Ilorin. 

Saadu and Haruna, a 
38-year-old friend of  one 
of  the victims' fathers were 
alleged to have had carnal 
knowledge of  the girls on 
several occasions. 

The duo were facing a 
case of  having unlawful 
sexual intercourse with the 
c h i l d r e n  c o n t r a r y  t o 
sections 31(2) of  Child 
Right Law of  Kwara State 
before the court. 

Police First Information 
Re por t  sa id  tha t  the 
suspects were alleged to 
h av e  s e v e r a l  s e x u a l 
intercourse with minors 
who are all twelve years 
old under the disguise of  
h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  d o 
invis ible  charm (also 
known as Afeeri).

According to the police 

report, the matter was 
reported by a member of  
International Federal of  
Women Lawyer,  who 
claimed Abdulganiyu who 
lives in the same area with 
one of  the victims, had 
carnal knowledge of  her in 
h i s  r o o m  o n  s eve r a l 
occasions. 

The report read, “On 
20/07/2022 at  about 
1 5 0 0 h o u r s ,  a  L e g a l 
practitioner of  FIDA, 
Ilorin branch received a 
c a l l  f r o m  S U B E B 
Secretary, Ilorin that there 
is a case of  one elderly man 
having sexual intercourse 
with three school children 
all aged 12. 

“The Police were later 
called and moved into the 
case and met the three 
minors (names witheld) 
who confessed that the 
suspec t s  have  sexua l 
intercourse with them at 
different occasions.

“One of  the victims 
( n a m e  w i t h e l d )  s a i d
f u r t h e r  t h a t  o n e 
Abdulganiyu 'm a close 
friend to her father has 
b e e n  h a v i n g  s e x u a l 
intercourse with her in his 

room on several occasions 
and Saadu Alabi 'm' aged 
67 years of  No. 8, Arobi 
c o m p o u n d ,  O k e k e r e 
promised to do invisible 
charm (Afeeri) for them.” 

When the case was 
mentioned in court, the 
plea of  the two suspects 
was not taken since the 
court lacks jurisdiction on 
the matter. 

T h e  P r o s e c u t o r , 
Abdullahi Sanni, however, 
informed the court of  the 
motion exparte attached to 
the police report, urging 
the Magistrate to grant the 
prayers contained in the 
motion by ordering the 
suspects' remand. 

The trial Magistrate, Mr 
O. A. Idiagbon, in his short 
ruling ordered the remand 
of  the suspect in the 
Federa l  Cor rec t iona l 
Custodial Centre, Ilorin till 
A u g u s t  4 ,  2 0 2 2  f o r 
mentioning of  the case. 

Counsel to the suspects, 
Usman Omotosho said 
that the court could only 
take the cognisance of  the 
matter but could not try it 
for lack of  jurisdiction. 

exactly seventeen (17) 
months, six (6) days after I 
assumed duty as the 42nd 
Commissioner of  Police of  
Kano State Command on 
the 19th February, 2021”

“ B y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  
Almighty Allah (SWT), I 
will retire from the service 
of  the Nigeria Police Force 
on the 27th July, 2022, 
after attaining the age of  
Sixty (60) years.”

He commended the 
officers and men of  Kano 
State Police Command for 
t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k , 

commitment, dedication 
and their dogged efforts in 
fighting crime.

He explained that 
during the period, the 
police succeeded in the 
rescue of  one hundred and 
sixty (160) victims of  
illegal confinement, forty-
f i ve  ( 4 5 )  k i d n a p p e d 
victims, twenty-five (25) 
human trafficking victims 
and two (2) victims of  
solitary confinement.

Lawal Adesina Sheriff, 
Faeji Tobiloba Raphael, 
Bello Ibrahim Damilola, 
a n d  A b i s o y e  I s r a e l  
Olamilekan.

The remaining 13 
suspects were arrested on 
Friday, July 22, 2022, at 
Airport Road, Alakia and 
Ologuneru, Ibadan.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e  

Salami Ayo Wisdom, 

Afeez Sode Gbolahan, 

Abdulkadiri Ojo Adams, 

N i c h o l a s ,  D a z u m i  
A b d u l l a h i  R a z a k ,  
Adejuyigbe Abayomi 
Babatunde, Adesokan 
Afeez Afolabi, Tobiloba 
Joshua Adejuyi, Dazumi 
Azeez Jayeola, Ayegbusi 
Olamilekan Michael and 
M u b a r a k  S a l a u d e e n  
Opeyemi.

Others are Ibrahim 
M uha m m ed  Ha ssa n ,  
Salam Ademola Samson, 
David Sunday Chukwudi, 
Kolapo Abdulrazak Seyi, 

Awe Olabiyi Omotayo, 

Adeniyi Auwal Tomiwa, 

Abudu Olamiotan Sunday, 

A y o m i d e  A d e n i y i  

Surajudeen.

O t h e r s  a r e :  

Olasunkanmi Quadri  

Adewale, Oladotun Kunle 

T i j a n i ,  A d e k u n l e  

Damilare Elijah, Abudu 

Kayode Donald, Eyinla 

Temitayo Emmanuel and 

Adekunle Imole Ayo.

Exotic cars, laptops, 

different brands of  mobile 

phones,  and  severa l  

fraudulent documents 

were recovered from the 

suspects.

The commission added 

that the suspects will be 

charged to court as soon as 

t h e  i nve s t i g a t i o n  i s  

completed.

peratives of  the 

OEconomic and 
F i n a n c i a l 

Crimes Commission, 
EFCC, Lagos Command 
have arrested two self-
acclaimed spiritualists – 
Alfa Abiodun Ibrahim 
and Wale Adifala.

The duo were nabbed 
for allegedly conspiring 
to defraud a House of  
Representatives aspirant 
in Ekiti State, of  the total 
sum of  N24,071,000.

The suspects claimed 
the money was to be used 
to secure spiritual help 

for the political ambition 
of  the aspirant.

T h e  s u s p e c t  h a d 
during interrogation, 
confessed to having 
committed the crime.

Adifala, admitted to 
collecting some money 
f r o m  t h e i r  v i c t i m , 
including N2.9 million 
which according to him 
was to buy materials for 
the rituals which include, 
black, brown and white 
cows, rams, lavender 
perfume, rings among 
other items

“I also linked up on 
the matter with Ifawole 
A j i b o l a ,  a n d  w e 

c o n t i nu e d  w i t h  t h e 
sacrifices together, until 
we were arrested by 
EFCC,” he said.

Ibrahim, who was the 
o n e  w h o  h a d  p r i o r 
contact with the victim, 
admitted to collecting 
money at different times.

“Our own is just to 
p r a y  a n d  d o  t h e 
necessary sacrif ices, 
which we did, and to 
leave the rest to God, 
however, along the line, 
the zoning for the Reps 
seat was taken away from 
Oye -Ek i t i  to  Iko le -
Ekiti,” he said.
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Kwara: Herbalist arraigned for rape
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Thirty-four internet fraudsters arrested in Oyo

EFCC arrests Alfa, herbalist for
allegedly defrauding Reps aspirant
of N24m

Police rescue 42 kidnapped victims
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n economis t ,  

ABismark Riwane, 
and other experts 

have predicted that the 
high cost of  power and 
diesel will lead to the 
c o l l a p s e  o f  m a n y  
businesses.

Riwane, who said this 
i n  a  t e l e p h o n e  
conversation with our 
correspondent in Lagos 
on Sunday, said that 
businesses were under 

igerian banks and 

Nthe Organised 
Private Sector 

has said they will address 
critical areas of  concerns 
and strategise to create 
s u s t a i n a b l e  s y n e r g y 
between the financial 
services sector and other 
businesses.

A statement said at the 
first national stakeholders' 
conference on synergy 
between the Nigerian 
banking industry and the 
Organised Private Sector, 
top financiers; economic 
exper ts  and indust r y 
chieftains would proffer 
lasting solutions to the 
constant discord between 
the banking industry and 

the OPS.
It said the conference is 

being organised by the 
Association of  Corporate 
Af fa i r s  Manager s  o f  
B a n k s ,  t h e  b a n k i n g 
i n d u s t r y  c o r p o r a t e 
communica t ions  and 
reputation management 
group.

Speaking at a pre-event 
media briefing in Lagos, 
President, Association of  
C o r p o r a t e  A f f a i r s 
Managers of  Banks, Mr 
Rasheed Bolarinwa, said 
the Nigerian economy 
w o u l d  b e  t h e  m a j o r 
b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  t h e 
conference as far reaching 
strategies would be taken 
to tap into the nascent 

economic benefits through 
the expected synergy.

According to him, the 
conference would bring 
together the best players 
on both sides to act as 
think tank for the nation's 
macro economic growth.

Bolarinwa said, “The 
Organised Private Sector 
is a valued stakeholder of  
the banking industry. Both 
the banking industry and 
the Organised Private 
Sector play major roles in 
growing the economy.

“The need for the two 
sectors to work closely 
c a n n o t  b e 
overemphasised. ACAMB 
is therefore reaching out to 
secure the participation of  
relevant speakers at the 
conference.”

takeholders in the Sfinancial sector of 
the economy have 

a d v o c a t e d  f o r  q u i c k 
government intervention 
in youth unemployment in 
Nigeria in a bid to curb the 
adverse effect  of  the 
situation.

They made this call at 
t h e  S t a k e h o l d e r 
engagement session of 
J u n i o r  A c h i e v e m e n t 

N i g e r i a  l a s t  w e e k . 
Speaking on the theme: 
“ B u i l d i n g  t h r i v i n g 
communities for young 
p e o p l e ”,  C h a i r m a n 
Channels Media Group , 
Dr. John Momoh, stated: 
“Ignoring these  potential 
problems amounts  to 
t h re ate n i n g  t h e  ve r y 
survival of Nigeria as a 
nation as can be seen in 
the violence that has 

become a daily occurrence 
in our country.

“We are living in a time 
w h ic h  req u i res  g reat 
sacrifices from all of us. 
This is a wakeup call for all 
t h o s e  i n  l e a d e r s h i p 
positions. We either do 
something about youth 
unemployment now and 
avert the dangers ahead or 
we ignore the problem and 
face the consequences.”

pricing,  the cost  of  
producing electricity is 
much more than what the 
tariff  is giving them. 
Therefore, unfortunately, 
every day they produce 
they are moving closer and 

igeria may witness 

Nanother round of  
b l a c k o u t s 

beginning from Tuesday as 
electricity workers on 
Sunday insisted that they 
would join the solidarity 
protest of  the Nigeria 
L a b o u r 
Congress/Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities. 

Power sector workers 
under the aegis of  the 
N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  
Electr ic i ty Employees 
made their position known 
in a letter issued by the 
General Secretary, NUEE, 
Joe Ajaero, to the vice 
presidents of  states and 
administrative councils 
chapter secretaries of  the 
union. 

 T h e  l e t t e r  w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e , 
NUEE/NS/2022/008, 
titled, “Nigeria Labour 
C o n g r e s s / A S U U 
Solidarity Protest,” and 
dated July 22, 2022, stated 
that electricity workers 
would join in the protest to 
kick against the prolonged 
c l o s u r e  o f  t e r t i a r y 
institutions in Nigeria. 

It read in part, “In line 
with the NLC's directive 
and our position which was 
made known at the Central 
Working Committee and 
N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e 
C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  o f  
Congress.

“All members of  the 
union are enjoined to 
massively mobilise and 
actively participate in the 
NLC/ASUU solidarity 

p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
continued closure of  the 
n a t i o n ' s  t e r t i a r y 
institutions, schedule for 
July 26/27, 2022. 

“You are encouraged 
to work with the leadership 
of  State Executi Councils 
of  the congress in your 
various states with a view 
having a successful outing. 
Aluta Continua!” 

P o w e r  i n d u s t r y 
stakeholders believe that 
the participation electricity 
workers in the two-day 
protest might cause some 
i n s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e 
recuperating power sector.

Nigeria's power sector 
recently witnessed a grid 
collapse that led to the 
crash of  power generation 
from over 3,900 megawatts 
to 3MW, a development 
that  caused blackouts 
across the country. 

T h e  P U N C H 
exclusively reported on 
Friday that the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  h a d 
commenced “a full-scale 
investigation” to establish 
the cause of  the national 
electricity grid collapse 
w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  o n 
Wednesday and caused 

blackouts nationwide. 
Although engineers 

f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
Transmission Company of  
N i g e r i a  s t a r t e d  g r i d 
r e s t o r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e 
incident, the report stated 
that power generation on 
the grid crashed from over 
3,900MW to 3MW during 
the collapse. 

It explained that the 
power grid crashed from 
the 3,921.8MW that was 
ge n e r a t e d  a t  6 a m  o n 
Wednesday to as low as 
50MW around 12.23pm, 
causing a  widespread 
b l a c k o u t  a c r o s s  t h e 
country. 

The report indicated 
that power generation on 
the grid had hit a peak of  
4,091.6MW on Tuesday, 
b u t  t h i s  d r o p p e d  t o 
3,921.8MW on Wednesday 
morning, before crashing 
to about 50MW. 

It, however, further 
s h o w e d  t h a t  p o w e r 
generation on the grid 
crashed further to 3MW on 
Wednesday, which was 
recorded as the off-peak 
g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  t h a t 
particular day. 

economic Summit Group, 
Dr, Ikenna Nwaosu, said, 
“This has been spoken by 
so many people and even 
if  i should speak, I will be 
speaking like a broken 
record. The Presidential 
E c o n o m i c  A dv i s o r y  
Committee has previously 
listed the implications of  
this state on the economy. 
I think that is the highest 
economic advisory body 
to the government aside 
f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Economic Council. So 
they have listed it, the 
question is: What is the 
government doing about 
this? We don't have a 
response.

pressure and the margins 
were being compressed.

He noted that there 
was an increase in the cost 
of  power, which was 
unpalatable to businesses.

“Two th ings  are  
happening: one electricity 
supply has dropped and 
the price of  diesel went up 
by 300 per cent. So, when 
you add the two together 
you will find out that 
there was an increase in 

the cost of  power.
“Two, the foreign 

exchange availability was 
reduced significantly. 
Therefore, people became 
desperate to replace their 
inventory. Therefore, it is 
n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
businesses are under 
pressure and their margins 
are being compressed. The 
point is that with the 
cumulative effect of  the 
decadence and adequate 

closer to their collapse. 
Because in economics, 
you produce where your 
marginal revenue is equal 
to your marginal cost, but 
here, the marginal cost is 
higher than the marginal 
revenue. That is the basic 
rule of  economics and that 
is  happening in the 
electricity market. And for 
the foreign exchange 
market, the supply of  
forex fro basic inventory is 
n o t  av a i l a b l e  a n d ,  
the re fo re,  the  more  
unavailable it is the more 
people have to buy forex at 
a prohibitive cost. So, 
cumulatively, all of  these 
things are leading to a 
massive increase.”

Also  speak ing,  a  
member of  the Nigerian 
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Obidient Ambassadors of Nigeria holds 
consultative meeting in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
well grounded 
grassroot pres-
sure group under 

the aegies of  “Obedient 
Ambassadors Of  Nigeria 
(OAN), during the week-
end held a consultative 
meeting and created po-
litical structures that will 
develop an action plan, 
which will help in galva-
nizing support to ensure 
landslide victory for Mr 
Peter Obi, the Presidential 
Candidate of  Labour Par-
ty in the forthcoming Pres-
idential Election. 

Our Correspodent who 
covered the meeting pro-
ceedings report that salient 
issues about the group and 
how to propagate the good 
news about His Excellen-
cy, Mr. Peter Obi made 
the highpoint of  agendas 
of  the meeting, while the 
primary objective and mis-
sion of  the group was stat-
ed.

 Speaking shortly after 

the meeting at its head-
quarters, Umuzocha Pla-
za, Awka, the National 
Chairman Obiedient Am-
bassadors Chief  Vincent 
Ezekwuzie said the meet-
ing was borne from the 
desire to see Mr Obi, the 
Labour Party Candidate 
as the most creditable per-
sons who can alleviate the 
sufferings of  Nigerians.

 “We are Nigerians who 
came together to support 
Peter Obi to actualize his 
dream of  becoming the 
president of  Nigeria.

Looking at the challeng-
es the masses are facing 
today in the country and 
comparing these issues 
with the presidential can-
didate, it is necessary that 
Obi’s antecedents speaks 
for him and shows how 
capable he is to alleviate 
the problems”.

“Obidient Ambassadors 
encompasses all Nigerians 
who deserved change and 
that is why we have taken 
the bull by the horn to en-
sure victory at the polls”, 

Gov. Uzodimma �ags-off Owerri/ Mbaise/Umuahia road.

... Calls for all inclusive support 

There is no room for wastage, recklessness in 
my administration - Uzodimma
By Jennifer John 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has declared that 

there is no room for wastage 
in Imo State administration 
being spearheaded by him, 
as all resources will be man-
aged prudently towards 
solving the  pressing needs 
of  Imo people and provid-
ing critical infrastructures.

Uzodimma made this 
assertion while flagging off  
the construction of  two fed-
eral roads in the state; Or-
lu-Akokwa-Uga and Ower-
ri-Mbaise-Umuahia Roads, 
Tuesday.

He described the Or-
lu-Akokwa-Uga Road as 
one of  the most strate-
gic economic stimulation 
roads, but abandoned by 
successive administrations.

He solicited the cooper-
ation of  people of  the area 
for the contractor handling 
the project.

Speaking while flag-
ging off  the Ower-
ri-Mbaise-Umuahia Road, 
the Governor also  described 
it as a very important road 
that will stimulate the econ-
omy of  the state.

“It is going to be a very 
expensive project, but we 
have a cash management 
plan and a segmented fund-
ing system that will make it 
easy to gradually complete 
this road”.

He recalled that 18 
months back, he flagged off  
the construction of  Ower-
ri-Orlu and Owerri-Okigwe 
Roads which some doubt-
ing Thomas did not give 
the government any chance, 
but have been proved wrong 

by the speedy and efficient 
manner the projects were 
being completed.

Earlier in his speech, 
the state Commissioner 
for Works, Ralph Nwosu 
recalled that the govern-
ment team was in Orlu and 
Okigwe 18 months back to 
flag off  the construction of  
Owerri-Orlu Road, as well 
as, Owerri-Okigwe Road 
which people took as a joke, 
but people are now happy 
over completion of  the pro-
jects.

He said the incon-
veniences people suffer 
trying to traverse; Orlu, 
Uruala, Mgbee, Akokwa to 
Uga in Anambra state, was 
indescribable, adding, “But 
a Daniel has come to judge-
ment. That is why we de-
cided to choose one of  the 
best contractors to handle 

the project. We decided to 
allow the contractor (Crane-
burg) that did something 
commendable in Ower-
ri-Orlu and Owerri-Okigwe 
Roads to also handle these 
new ones.

In his remarks, repre-
sentative of  the contracting 
firm, Craneburg Construc-
tion Company, Mr Gilbert 
applauded Governor Hope 
Uzodimma for his com-
mitment to the projects, his 
ability to conceptualize and 
deliver on the projects al-
ready executed.

He promised that the cur-
rent contract given to the 
company will be completed 
in record time, with the qual-
ity they used in constructing 
the ones they have already 
executed in the state, appre-
ciating the governor for the 
trust reposed in them.

ASUU: NLC protest in Abakaliki, say Buhari, 
Umahi betrayed their trust
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State 
chapter of  the Ni-
gerian Labour Con-

gress, NLC has joined their 
counterparts in other states 
of  the federation to protest 
against inability of  the fed-
eral government to resolve 
the lingering ASUU strike 
in the country.

 The leadership of  NLC 
in the country had declared 
a two day protest in soli-
darity with ASSU aimed at 
seeking end of  the strike.

 During the protest in Ab-
akaliki, workers turned out 
in their large numbers in-
cluding members of  ASSU 
and other trade unions. 

The State chairman of  
NLC, Mr. Ikechukwu 
Nwafor who led leaders 
and members of  other affil-
iates unions that hails from 
various varsities and in the 
13 LGAs of  the state, pro-
tested round the state cap-
ital.

The protesters were car-
rying placards with inscrip-
tions; “ASUU demands FG 
to give us better pay pack-
age, FG: deploy UTAS in 
full that will accommo-
date the peculiarity of  the 
university.” FG: Improved 

welfare is our right, FG: 
bring our children back to 
school, FG: No going back 
on this structure Aluta con-
tinua Victoria arceta” etc. 
Addressing the protesters, 
Nwafor accused the federal 
government led by Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
and Ebonyi State Gover-
nor, Chief  David Umahi of  
betrayal. He said: “Federal 
government has betrayed 
the educational sector, and 
Ebonyi State government 
led by governor David 
Umahi have also betrayed 
the workers of  Ebonyi state.

“We stand to say that 
those who betrayed the 
workers of  the state will 
themselves be betrayed,” he 
stated. 

The chairmen of  Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  Uni-
versities, ASUU, especially 
that of  Ebonyi state univer-
sity, FUNAI, Ebonyi col-
lege of  education among 
others who spoke to jour-
nalists during the protest 
said the strike will continue 
until their demands are met 
by federal government and 
Ebonyi state government . 
Some of  the ASUU chair-
men; FUNAI and EBSU, 
Mr. Egwu Oguaga and Mr. 
Ikechukwu Okorie said:”

“We are here today to call 

he added. 
Secretary of  the group, 

Lady Elizabeth Ezimuzor 
noted that the pressure 
group is borne out of  mind 
to stand with Peter Obi be-

coming the president and 
which we all know from 
all indication that if  he as-
sumes the office things will 
drastically change for good 
and our prayers which we 

long awaited for will be an-
swered. 

“Look at the way things 
are happening, devalua-
tion of  naira and increase 
in dollar rate, insecurity, 
high increase in commod-
ity market and so on. We 
need someone like him to 
harness these situations 
around.” 

Earlier speaking, Vice 
Chairman Mr Obio-
ra Ebunilor from Ada-
zi-nnukwu expressed hap-
piness over total support 
for Peter Obi. He called on 
Nigerians to reject voting 
buying, and vote in Peter 
Obi as the most capable 

candidate among the con-
testants that can pilot the 
affairs of  the country from 
the shackles of  maladmin-
istration. 

However, the Obedient 
Ambassadors of  Nigeria 
has its constituted Na-
tional/State Executives; 
the group is left with the 
formation of  local gov-
ernment executives, to 
complete the structuring 
process. 

Present during the meet-
ing were some members 
from all political parties 
who are ‘Obidient’ and in-
terest groups in Anambra.

for emancipation of  our 
country from the hands of  
those who wants to kill it. 
The main purpose of  this 
struggle is to tell Nigerians 
that we have government 
that is insincerity to the 
plights of  Nigerian people. 

“In five months, universi-
ty lecturers are at home and 
we cannot teach our stu-
dents. The lecturers are not 
well taken care of. We are 
that this strike must contin-
ue until our demands are 
met” they stressed.
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o b i  A m u s a n Tbroke down in 
t e a r s  a s  t h e 

N i g e r i a n  n a t i o n a l 
anthem was played in 
Oregon, USA Monday 
morning (Nigerian time). 

S h e  w a s  o n  t h e 
podium, not as number 
three or number two. She 
was number one. 

She had just emerged 
winner  in  the  100m 
hurd les,  winning  in 
12.06secs to become the 
f i rs t  Nigerian world 
champion ever.

She beat favourite 
J a m a i c a ' s  B r i t a n y 
Anderson (12.23secs) to 
silver, while Olympic 
c h a m p i o n  J a s m i n e 
Camacho-Quinn (Puerto 
Rico), who also finished 
in 12.23secs claimed 
bronze, after a photo-

eam Nigeria on TS u n d ay  e n d e d 
their campaign at 

the 2022 World Athletics 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n 
O r e g o n ,  t h e  U n i t e d 
States, in 13th place out 
of  43 countr ies  that 
participated. 

The News Agency of  
Nigeria reports that Tobi 
A m u s a n ' s  r e c o r d -
breaking performance in 
the 100 metres hurdles 
a n d  E s e  B r u m e ' s 
impressive effort in the 
wo m e n ' s  l o n g  j u m p 
ensured Nigeria finished 
on a high note. 

Team Nigeria indeed 
saved their best for the last 
day of  the championships 
after what seemed like 
another poor outing for 
the country at the event. 

T h i s  w a s  w h e n 
Amusan broke the 100m 
hurdles world record in 
the semi-finals with an 
a s t o n i s h i n g  1 2 . 1 2 
seconds and followed up 
w i t h  a  ( + 2 . 5 )  w i n d 
assisted 12.06 seconds to 
win Nigeria's first gold 
m e d a l  a t  t h e 
championships.

The feat by the 25-
year-old meant that she 
made history as the first 
Nigerian to win a world 

t i t l e  a n d  a n 
unprecedented world 
record in one day. 

Team Nigeria would 
go on to celebrate another 
podium finish in the long 
jump with Ese Brume's 
extraordinary effort. 

The Commonwealth 
and  Afr ican  record -
holder long jumper leapt 
over 7.02m to clinch the 
silver medal, behind rival 
Mal ika Mihambo of  
Germany, who jumped a 
record 7.12m for the gold 
medal.

The victory for the 
team on Sunday also 
meant Nigeria finished as 
the third best African 
t e a m  a t  t h e 

championships behind 
Ethiopia and Kenya. 

Ethiopia and Kenya 
each finished the world 
championships with a 
total of  10 medals. 

Ethiopia led the way 
in second place with four 
gold medals, the second 
most by any country, 
while Kenya finished in 
fourth place. 

Uganda finished 14th 
position on the table with 
three medals. 

The US ended the 
competition with a total 
of  33 medals, more than 
three times as many as 
any other country in the 
competition and more 
than any single country 
has ever won at a world 
championships. 

finish separated she and 
Anderson. 

But the 25-year-old 
had already shown the 
world signs of  what to 
come in the semi-finals 
when she clocked an 
extraordinary 12.12secs 
to smash the former 
world record of  12.20secs 
held by Keni Harrison of  
the United States since 
2016. 

A m u s a n  b e c a m e 
world champion in an 
e v e n  f a s t e r  t i m e 
(12.06secs) in the final 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  d ay  a t 
Hayward Field, but it 
d idn ' t  count  toward 
records due to a hefty 
tailwind.

Her journey to global 
reckoning has been quite 
astonishing. 

Though African and 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
champion,  b reak ing 
several records on the 
way, she never cut it at the 
global stage, where it 
mattered most. 

At last year's Olympic 
Games in Tokyo, she 
missed out on a podium 
finish after coming fourth 
in the final, despite some 
e y e - c a t c h i n g 
performances in the heats 
to  the  f ina l .  At  the 
previous Games in Rio, 
Brazil she ended up in 
14 th  pos i t ion ,  a f t e r 
reaching the semi-finals. 

A t  h e r  p r e v i o u s 
appearances at the World 
Championships 2017 
and 2019, she finished 
1 4 t h  a n d  f o u r t h 
respectively. 

Some even tagged her 
' t h e  n e a r ly  wo m a n ' 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  n e a r 
misses. But the athlete 
n eve r  g ave  u p.  S h e 

believed in herself  and 
her abilities. 

On  November  7 , 
2 0 1 6  s h e  w r o t e  o n 
Twitter, “Unknown now, 
b u t  s o o n  I  w i l l  b e 
UNFORGETTABLE…I 
w i l l  p e r s i s t  u n t i l  I 
SUCCEED.” 

That was six years 
ago, but it was just a 
matter of  time before she 
s u r m o u n t e d  t h e  1 0 
hurdles before her to 
global prominence.

Sola Aiyepeku, the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  S p o r t s 
C o m m i s s i o n  b o s s , 
tweeted, “Great GREAT 
Moment  in  h i s tor y ! 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Niger ia ' s  1 s t  Wor ld 
Athletics Champion & 
W R  H o l d e r ,  T o b i 
Amusan! GOD Bless 
you!!” 

K a t e  O g a r  s a i d , 
“How I wish my fellow 
Nigerians irrespective of  
our fields of  endeavour 
would emulate our dear 
Tobi by putting Nigeria 
first in all our dealings. 

“She has done it for 
us, Tobi Amusan, you 
have written your name 
boldly in our history and 
posterity will be kind to 
you. Thank you, Nigeria 
is  proud of  you! ! ! ,” 
E n e t o m h e  S t e p h e n 
tweeted. 

Mohammed Aliyu 

added, “Haven't felt this 
way in a while upon 
hearing the National 
anthem. Our National 
makes more sense in the 
eyes of  Victory. May 
G O D  B L E S S 
NIGERIA.Thank you  
Tobi Amusan.” 

Another Twitter user, 
Awodun Moye, said, 
“Nigerians couldn't be 
happier. Congratulations 
Champ! You broke a 
world record and outdid 
it all in one night. This is 
indeed amazing. Thank 
y o u  f o r  f l y i n g  t h e 
Nation's f lag on the 
in t e r na t iona l  s t age. 
Nigerians are very proud 
of  you.” 

Also reacting to the 

feat, Abeeb Fajobi wrote, 
“This is the first time I am 
hearing our national 
anthem on the world 
stage.

She quickly overcame 
the drawback to become 
the first Nigerian athlete 
ever to win a World 
A t h l e t i c s  D i a m o n d 
League trophy, placing 
first in the women's 100m 
hurdles final in 12.42secs 
to break Alozie's 23-year 
record to become the 
und i spu ted  Af r i ca ' s 
fastest hurdler in the 
women's category. 

A n d  f r o m  t h e r e, 
there's been no stopping 
the Ijebu Ode girl, whose 
desire to succeed has 
been her driving force. 

ictor Osimhen has 

Vr e v e a l e d  t h a t 
Napoli President, 

Aurelio de Laurentiis, will 
decide his future at the 
club this summer amid 
reports of  interest from 
several top European 
clubs. 

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international,  who is 
believed to be valued by 
his Italian outfit in excess 
of  £90m is thought to be 
o n  t h e  r a d a r  o f  
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d , 
Arsenal Barcelona and 
Real Madrid. 

Despite these offers, 
Osimhen has debunked 
suggestions that he could 
leave Napoli insisting that 
he is “very happy” at club 
and  i s  no t  cur ren t ly 
interested in seeking 
pastures new. 

“I'm in Napoli,” he told 

Corriere dello Sport.
“ I  s p o k e  t o  t h e 

president, he is the one 
who decides,  and he 
r e a s s u r e d  m e  b y 
explaining the c lub 's 
plans. I am happy with 
what he told me and the 
purchases are of  quality, 
words were followed by 
deeds. I am very happy to 
play with Napoli and we 
will see in the future.” 

The Nigerian who has 
s cored  28  goa l s  and 
provided nine assists in 62 
matches for Napoli since 
making the move from 
French giants Lille in 
September 2020 labeled 
Luciano Spalletti, as the 
ideal coach for him.

“He is a top coach, 
every day he tries to 
motivate me and make me 
make the most of  the 
p o t e n t i a l  I  h a v e , ” 
Osimhen added. 

“I think he is the ideal 

coach for me at this stage, 
he is one of  the reasons 
why I always give my best. 
I am happy when he is 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  m y 
performance.” 

The 23-year-old was in 
strong form for Napoli 
d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 2 
campaign, scoring 18 
goals and registering six 
assists in 32 appearances 
in all competitions. 
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ootbal l  pundit , FJordan Davies has 
told Manchester 

United to loan Cristiano 

uper Falcons duo, 

SRasheedat Ajibade 
and Osinachi Ohale 

have been included in the 
Best X1 of  the 2022 Africa 
Women's Cup of  Nations.

A j i b a d e  w a s 

s the 2022/23 

As e a s o n  g e t s 
u n d e r w a y , 

Nigeria international 
Cyriel Dessers is ready to 
battle compatriot Paul 
Onuachu for a place in the 
starting lineup upon his 
return to Genk.

Des se r s  spen t  the 
2021/22 season on loan at 
F e y e n o o r d  a f t e r 
struggling to displace 
Onuachu for a place in the 
attack. 

The former Heracles 
Almelo striker impressed 
during his loan spell at 
Feyenoord where  he 
emerged as the top scorer 
of  the UEFA Europa 
Conference League. 

He however returned 
to his parent club at the 
end of  the season after the 
Dutch club failed to meet 
the Genk's valuations of  
€4m for the forward.

The 27-year-old, in the 
absence of  Onuachu on 

Sunday, got on the score 
sheet as Genk suffered a 3-
2 defeat to Club Brugge at 
the Jan Breydel Stadium 
on matchday one of  the 
Pro League season. 

In an interview with 
Het  Laatste  Nieuws, 
Dessers said he doesn't 
know what the future 
holds for him at the 
moment but he was ready 
to compete with his fellow 
countryman for a place in 
the lineup. 

“ I  d o  n o t  k n o w 
whether Feyenoord is still 
an option, you will have to 
ask that there,” the striker 
said.

“Cremonese is not a 
big club? But the Serie A is 
a top competition and I 
dream of  that.  It  all 
r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n , 
although I think everyone 
has been able to see that I 
give everything for Genk 
and that I can make it 
difficult for Onuachu.”

arcelona manager, BXavi Hernandez 
has provided the 

latest update on his side's 
move for Sevilla's Jules 
Kounde.

Xavi said Barcelona's 
board are working on it to 
get Kounde's deal done 
because the Catalan club 
wants to improve its squad 
ahead of  next season.

Ko u n d e  h a s  b e e n 
linked with a move to 
Barcelona and Chelsea 
this summer.

Earl ier  this  week, 
Chelsea saw a £55million 
offer accepted by Sevilla 
for Kounde, while the 
French defender verbally 
agreed to  a  f ive-year 
contract with the Blues.

But Barcelona have 
been urging Kounde to 
wait for them and the 
player has now put the 
brakes on a switch to 

Chelsea for the time being.
S p e a k i n g  o n 

Barcelona 's  move for 
Kounde, Xavi was quoted 
by Fabrizio Romano as 
saying: “We are at work to 
improve the squad, the 
board is working on it. I 
c a n ' t  s a y  m o r e  [ o n 
Koundé].

“If  we've to announce 
something, we will do it. 
Barcelona are more than 
optimistic.”

ormer Barcelona and FManches te r  Ci ty 
m i d f i e l d e r  Yaya 

Toure has reportedly been 
handed a full-time coaching 
position in Tottenham's 
academy.

The 39-year-old has been 
working at Spurs on a part-
time basis for the last eight 
months as he works towards 
his UEFA A Licence.

The role suits Toure as he 
lives with his family in 
Hampstead, near to the 
club's Hotspur Way training 
ground.

According to the Evening 
Standard, the Ivorian will be 
handed his own age-group 
team to manage as part of  an 
academy coaching shake-up 

at Spurs.
I t  w i l l  b e  h i s  f i r s t 

p e r m a n e n t  c o a c h i n g 
position in England, having 
held assistant manager roles 
at Ukrainian club Olimpik 
Donetsk and Russian side 
Akhmat Grozny.

Toure has also spent time 
at QPR, Blackburn and the 
Welsh FA while working 
towards his badges since his 
playing career ended at 
Chinese  c lub Qingdao 
Huanghai in 2020.

'Sitting in an office the 
whole time – that's not me,' 
he told The Coaches' Voice 
last year.

'I want to be out on the 
grass, interacting with other 
people, exchanging ideas.'

unarguably one of  the stars 
of  the competition hosted 
by Morocco.

The Atletico Madrid 
star scored three goals and 
provided two assists in five 
matches for the Super 

F a l c o n s  i n  t h e 
competition.

She also finished as the 
tournament's joint top 
scorer.

Cent re -back  Ohale 
featured in all of  the Super 
Falcons' six games in the 
competition.

O h a l e  w a s  n a m e d 
Woman of  the Match in 
Nigeria's 4-0 win against 
Burundi ( their final group 

game).
C h a m p i o n s ,  t h e 

Banyana  Banyana  o f  
South Africa dominated 
t h e  t e a m  o f  t h e 
tournament with four of  
their players making the 
shortlist.

H o s t  n a t i o n  a n d 

finalists, Morocco have 

three players while the 

C o p p e r  Q u e e n s  o f  

Zambia, who won Bronze 

medial have two players

Ronaldo out to a club 
where he can play the 
Champions League last 
season.

He also explained how 
the Red Devils could 
extend Ronaldo's contract 
before loaning him out.

Ronaldo wants to play 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
football for as long as 
possible and is looking to 
join a club playing in the 
competition this season.

There is a possibility 
that he could leave on 
loan this summer before 
returning to Old Trafford 
next summer should they 
s e c u r e  a  r e t u r n  t o 
Europe's top table.

“A n  o p t i o n  i s  f o r 
Ronaldo to be loaned out 
for a season to play in the 
U E F A  C h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e , ”  h e  t o l d 
talkSPORT.

“He has an option to 
sign another year with 
Utd next summer, by then 
Man Utd hope to be [back 
in the UCL].”

 virtually unknown Afigure before the start 
o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y 

c o n c l u d e d  N i g e r i a 
Professional Football League 
2021/22 season, Rafiu has 
scored 14 goals to help his 
club, Rivers United claim a 
historic first NPFL title.

W i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f 
European clubs interested in 
his services, the winger opted 
for a move to NK Maribor.

Maribor announced the 
arrival of the 21-year-old on 
Tuesday morning.

It's the first time Rafiu 
will be playing for a club 
outside Nigeria and he is 

look ing  for ward  to  the 
challenge.

“I am very happy that we 
agreed and that I signed the 
contract, “he told Maribor's 
official website.

“After playing in the 
highest level of competition 
in Nigeria and after winning 
the championship title, I had 
quite a few offers from 
European clubs, I decided to 
move to Maribor because I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t 
Slovenian club is currently 
the best choice for me as the 
n e x t  s t e p  o n  t h e 
development path.
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Team of the Tournament

Ajibade Ohale

Dessers ready to battle
Onuachu for spot 

Yaya Toure lands job at
Premier League side as
coaching career kick-starts 

Xavi gives update on
Barcelona's move for
 Kounde

Kounde

Transfer: Man United told to send
Cristiano Ronaldo on loan

Transfer: Rafiu thrilled
to join Slovenian club,
NK Maribor
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Herbalist arraigned for
rape of three minors 

Thirty-four internet
fraudsters arrested in Oyo


