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Aviation declare 2-day protest in solidarity
with University workers
T

he National Associ-
ation of  Aircraft Pi-
lots and Engineers 

(NAAPE) has criticised the 
Federal Government over its 
handling of  the crises in the 
nation’s educational sector.

In a statement on Mon-
day by its Deputy General 
Secretary, Umoh Ofonime, 
NAAPE expressed worry 
over the impasse between the 
government and the Academ-
ic Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU) which has grounded 
academic activities in public 
universities across the country.

ASUU had commenced a 
nationwide strike on February 
14 over the adoption of  the 
Integrated Personnel Payroll 
Information System (IPPIS) 
of  the government as the pay-
ment system in the university 
sector.

Members had also decried 
the poor funding of  universi-

ties, non-payment of  salaries 
and allowances of  some of  
their colleagues, as well as the 
inability of  the government to 
pay earned academic allow-
ance to lecturers, among other 
issues.

Since the industrial action 
began, several negotiations 
between the union and the 
government have ended in 
deadlock.

NAAPE, in its reaction, 
believes the government’s re-
fusal to honour the agreement 
signed with ASUU for over a 
decade is disturbing, consid-
ering the negative impact the 
prolonged strike will create on 
students’ lives.

As a result, it declared its 
support for the leadership of  
the Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC) to commence a nation-
wide protest on Tuesday and 
Wednesday next week in sol-
idarity with the trade unions 

in the public universities and 
others.

NAAPE, therefore, direct-
ed its branch chairmen and 
secretaries in all 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) to encourage members 
to participate in the solidarity 
demonstration.

Worried by the lingering 
crises in the tertiary educa-
tion sector, the NLC had an-
nounced plans to commence 
a two-day nationwide protest 
in solidarity with the striking 
members of  unions in the 
public universities.

The announcement was 
contained in a circular dated 
July 15, 2022, and addressed 
to the chairpersons and secre-
taries of  its state councils.

It directed that the protests 
should take off  from NLC 
secretariats in the states, 
while that of  Abuja should 

commence from the Labour 
House in the nation’s capital.

The full statement by 
NAAPE signed by Nat’l Dep-
uty General Secretary, Umoh 
Ofonime T., reads as follows;-

OUR CHILDREN IN 
THE TERTIARY INSTI-
TUTIONS CANNOT RE-
MAIN AT HOME IN PER-
PETUITY

“The National Association 
of  Aircraft Pilots and Engi-
neers (NAAPE) has observed 
with regret how the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria is 
treating the crises in the edu-
cational sector of  the country 
whereby due to strikes, team-

ing Nigerian students have re-
mained at home for over four 
(4) months.

“The refusal of  the Federal 
Government to honour the 
agreement signed with the un-
ion since 2009 is very disturb-
ing considering the negative 
impact the prolonged strike 
will create in the life of  these 
children.

“NAAPE, therefore, com-
pletely support the position of  
the National Executive Coun-
cil of  the Nigeria Labour Con-
gress (NLC) to embark on a 
nationwide protest on July 26 
and 27, 2022 in solidarity with 
the trade unions in the Nigeria 

Public Universities and others.
“By this, the National Ad-

ministrative Council have di-
rected all branch chairmen/
secretaries are requested to 
disseminate this information 
to all the members in their 
various branches to partici-
pate in the solidarity protest in 
their various states as follows: 
“Date: Tuesday 26, July 2022 
and Wednesday 27, July 2022. 
“Venue: All the states’ capitals 
of  the federation and Abuja 
the federal capital. “Take off  
Point:   NLC State Secretar -
iats and the Labour House, 
Abuja. “Kindly comply as di-
rected.”

Tinubu, APC to officially unveil VP
candidate Shettima on Wednesday

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC) will 
unveil Senator Kashim 

Shettima, the running mate 
to its presidential candidate, 
Bola Tinubu, on Wednesday.

This is coming five days af-
ter the ruling party postponed 
the unveiling with no reason 
given for the shift in date.

Shettima was meant to 
have been presented to party 
members at the APC nation-
al Secretariat on July 14, but 
an APC official told reporters 
the event has been moved for-
ward.

Tinubu had on July 10 an-
nounced the ex-governor and 
Senator representing Borno 
Central as his running mate 
in the 2023 general elections.

Nine days after, the rul-
ing party issued a statement, 

saying the vice presidential 
candidate will be unveiled in 
Abuja.

APC National Organising 
Secretary, Suleiman Argun-
gu, said the exercise will take 
place by 1 pm at the Shehu 
Musa Yar’Adua Centre in 
the nation’s capital.

“All members of  the Na-
tional Executive Committee, 
Progressives Governors’ Fo-
rum, APC Caucus in the Na-
tional Assembly, Federal Ex-
ecutive Council, diplomatic 
corps and presidential aspir-
ants at the June 2022 Special 
National Convention, APC 
state chairmen, secretaries 
and organising secretaries 
are hereby invited to witness 
this landmark official unveil-
ing of  our great party’s vice 
presidential candidate,” the 

statement read.
Criticisms had trailed the 

choice of  Shettima as Tinu-
bu’s running mate since both 
candidates are Muslims, hav-
ing served their respective 
states as governors.

While Tinubu is from La-
gos, the South-Western re-
gion of  the country, Shettima 
is from the North-Eastern 
part of  Borno.

The ruling party had re-
ceived backlash from con-
cerned Nigerians, religious 
leaders, opposition parties 
and the Christians Associa-
tion of  Nigeria.

Despite the criticism, Tinu-
bu defended his choice of  
Shettima as his running mate, 
saying he has gotten the right 
qualities to move Nigeria for-
ward.

Crops, livestock destroyed as flood renders 500 
homeless in Nkporo
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bout five hundred 
indigenes of  Agbaja, 
okwoko and Ukwa 

communities in Nkporo, 
Ohafia LGA of  Abia State 
have been displaced by dev-
astating flooding that sacked 
the communities, last week. 
The flooding followed heavy 
downpour which pounded 
the communities last  Thurs-
day and Friday.

It was learnt that the in-
cident was caused by over-
flowing of  the bank of  a 
river in Nkporo known as 
Mmiri Iroyi, which eventu-
ally surged into villages and 
wrecked havoc on houses 
and livestock.

Consequently, about 85 
houses were affected by the 
floods, forcing the occupants  
to relocate to community 
halls or other places for ref-
uge.

Though no human life was 
lost, many livestock  includ-
ing goats, chickens, poultry 
farms, farm crops, palm oil 
mill all valued at millions of  
naira  were destroyed, with 
only few property retrieved 
by the unfortunate indigenes.

Many of  the victims who 
are presently taking refuge 
at a community hall  and a  
church compound, recalled 
how  all they laboured for in 
life had been wiped out by 
the flood under 24 hours.

Two victims, Mrs Eny-
idiya Ama and Mr Uka 

Alleged N9.4bn Fraud: Court orders arrest 
of 2 foreigners

T
he Federal High Court 
sitting in Lagos has 
ordered the arrest of  

two businessmen, Nabil 
Maukarzel and Halawi Fi-
daa, for allegedly refusing to 
appear before it to take their 
plea over an alleged N9.4 bil-
lion fraud.

Maukarzel, a Lebanese 
and Fidaa, a French national 
were accused by the prosecu-
tors from the Force Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(FCID) of  obtaining the sum 
of  N9, 442, 788,578.93 from 
ECO BANK of  Nigeria Lim-
ited under false pretences.

The police after conclud-
ing their investigation filed 
a three-count charge of  con-
spiracy, fraud and stealing 
against the foreigners.

The charge was signed by 
two police prosecutors, Wil-
liams Tijanni and S.O. Ayo-
dele.

The charge read, “That 
you NABIL MAUKARZEL 
‘M’, HALAWI FIDAA 
‘M’ and others now at large 
sometimes in the year 2014 at 

Apapa, Lagos within the ju-
risdiction of  the Federal High 
Court of  Nigeria conspired 
among yourselves to commit 
felony to wit obtaining the 
sum of  N9,441,824,102.14K 
(Nine Billion, Four hundred 
and forty-one million, eight 
hundred and twenty-four 
thousand, one hundred and 
two naira and fourteen Kobo 
Only) from ECO BANK 
OF NIGERIA LIMITED 
under the pretence that you 
are using the said sum to im-
port goods to Nigeria, a rep-
resentation you knew to be 
false and thereby committed 
an offence contrary to Sec-
tion 8 (a) of  the Advance Fee 
Fraud and Other Fraud Re-
lated Offences Act, 2006 and 
punishable under Section 1 
(3) of  the same Act.

“That you NABIL 
MAUKARZEL ‘M’,  HALA-
WI FIDAA ‘M’ and others 
now at large sometimes in the 
year 2014 at ECO BANK OF 
NIGERIA LIMITED, plot 
21 Ahmadu Bello Way, Vic-
toria Island of  Lagos State of  

Nigeria, within the jurisdic-
tion of  this honourable court 
with intent to defraud fraud-
ulently obtained the total 
sum of  N9.441,824.102.14K 
(Nine Billion, Four hundred 
and forty-one million, eight 
hundred and twenty-four 
thousand, one hundred and 
two naira and fourteen Kobo 
Only) from ECO BANK OF 
NIGERIA LIMITED under 
the pretence that you are us-
ing the said sum to import 
goods into Nigeria a rep-
resentation you knew to be 
false and thereby committed 
an offence contrary to Sec-
tion 1 (a), (c) & 1 (2) of  the 
Advance Fee Fraud and Oth-
er Fraud Related Offences 
Act, 2006 and punishable un-
der Section | (3) of  the same 
act.

“That you NABIL 
MAUKARZEL ‘M’, 
HALAWT FIDAA ‘M’ 
and others now at large 
sometimes in the year 2014 
at Lagos, within the juris-
diction of  this honourable 
court steal the total sum of  
N9,441,824,102.14K (Nine 
Billion, four hundred and for-
ty-one million, eight hundred 
and twenty-four thousand, 
one hundred and two naira 
and fourteen Kobo Only) and 
thereby committed an offence 
punishable under Section 390 
(a) of  the Criminal Code Cap 
C38 Laws of  the Federation 
of  Nigeria 2004.”

But since the charge was 
filed in 2021, the suspects 
have refused to show up in 
court, prompting the police 
to file a motion exparte urg-
ing the court to order their 
arrest.

After listening to the mo-
tion, Justice Daniel Osiagor 
issued a warrant for their 
arrest and the police subse-
quently declared them want-
ed.

The court also ordered that 
the suspects upon apprehen-
sion should be taken to the 
nearest police station.

Ojingwa Uguru appealed to 
Abia State government and 
private individuals to assist 
them with finances and do-
nation of  foods, clots and 
beddings.

Also, a chicken poultry 
farmer, who simply identi-
fied herself  herself  as Mama 
Mgbeoji lamented that the 
business she took a soft 
loan to start, was destroyed 
by floodings, crying that it 
would be hard to repay her 
loan to a corporative society 
she sourced it from.

Speaking on the disaster, 
the Community Head (Eze-
ogo Ukwa Nkporo), Chief  
Mba Nkuma cried out that 
his people have been ren-
dered homeless by the pain-
ful occurrence. The Ezeogo 

begged the Abia State gov-
ernment, corporate organisa-
tions, churches and notable 
individuals to assist his peo-
ple and those in other affect-
ed Nkporo communities.

 “Our people are staying 
and sleeping at community 
hall now because they have 
nowhere to go again, as their 
houses are presently covered 
by water. They are hungry, 
sick, depressed and have 
also lost most crops and live-
stock which got damaged by 
flood.”

 “My community and all 
communities affected by this 
environmental crises are call-
ing on the federal and State 
government, churches, or-
ganisations and rich individ-

uals to come to assist us, es-
pecially those whose houses 
were either flooded or part-
ly pulled  down by flood”,  
Chief  Nkuma appealed. 

 When contacted, the exec-
utive secretary of  Abia State 
Emergency Management 
Agency, (SEMA), Sunny 
Jackson described the flood 
incident as a devastating 
blow to the Nkporo villag-
es and promised to consult 
with different government 
agencies to assist the vic-
tims.  Jackson, who pointed 
out that Abia was among 
the States sprojected to suf-
fer from  flooding in 2022, 
according to  forecast by a 
federal government agency, 
advised  Nkporo natives who 
still live close to river banks 
to relocate to  safer areas, to 
avoid falling victims to more 
flooding in 2022 or in the fu-
ture.
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Anambra Govt commences decongestion 
of roads in Onitsha markets 

People with disability slam Abia lawmakers 
for not passing their bill 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

M
embers of  Joint 
Association of  
People Living 

With Disabilities, Abia State 
chapter have condemned the 
refusal of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly to pass into law, 
the People with disabilities 
bill.

They also called for the 
domestication of  the law 
and the establishment of  
a “People With Disability 
Commission” to oversea 
the welfare of  persons living 
with disability in Abia.

The bill they said, had 
stayed in the Abia legislative 
chambers for almost eight 
years without being passed 
into law despite passing first 
and second readings, there-
by denying them their rights 
and deserved positions in the 
Abia society.

Addressing journalists in 
front of  Abia State House 
of  Assembly during their 
peaceful protests, the Abia 
State Chairman of  Joint As-
sociation of  People Living 
with Disabilities , Wisdom 
Kalu  lamented that sever -
al bills which were recent-
ly submitted by different 
groups and even the ones 
sponsored by House of  As-
sembly members had been 
passed into law but unfortu-
nately, their own bill was yet 
to be passed .

They described the mem-
bers of  Abia State House of  
Assembly as selfish, wicked 
and insensitive to the plight 
of  the disabled community 
and vowed to sleep in front 
of  the House unless the bill 
was passed in their presence.

They wondered why a bill 
that had been passed into 
law in Anambra, Plateau 
and other States were yet to 
receive the same treatment 
in Abia.

Carrying placards chroni-
cling their grouse, the people 
with disabilities noted that 
previous assurances given to 
them by the Speaker of  Abia 
State House, Hon Chinedum 
Orji on the matter were not 
fulfilled.

Singing and banging on the 
gates of  House complex, the 
people from disabled com-
munity said they came with 
raw food, pots, cooking gas 
and water to the House with 
the aim of  sleeping there, 
vowing not allow any House 
member leave the building if  

the bill is not passed.
Vehicles trying to enter 

the legislative building were 
chased back by the protesters 
while those trying to drive 
out from the Assembly com-
plex were equally blocked 
from leaving.

The presence of  men of  
the Department of  State Se-
curity (DSS) and arrival of  
police patrol teams did not 
deter the protesters from sus-
pending their protest.

Special Adviser to  Speak-
er of  Abia State House of  
Assembly on people with 
disabilities, Chief  Enyinnaya 
Madumere noted that the 
bills when passed into law  
and the commission created, 
would provide scholarship to 
the members, make employ-

ment opportunities for quali-
fied members very accessible 
while medical treatment and 
empowerment opportunities 
would also be made available 
to them.

He called for immediate 
passage of  the bill to end the 
challenges of  his members 
in Abia, saying “we have 
15,000 members with PVCs 
to vote in 2023.”

Also, the woman leader 
of  the group, Princess Ngozi 
Nwaguru lamented that her 
members were being margin-
alised in scheme of  things 
in Abia and vowed that her 
members across 17 LGAs 
would be mobilised to vote 
only for politicians who are 
interested in their welfare.

Ebonyi Senator raises alarm 
over landslide in Afikpo, calls
for FG’s intervention
David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Senator represent-
ing Ebonyi South Sen-
atorial district Senator 

Michael Ama Nnachi, has 
cried out over a Landslide in 
Ogwuma Edda in Umunna 
community of  Afikpo South 
LGA of   Ebonyi State. 

Sen Nnachi who raised 
the issue when he visited the 
scene described the havoc 
caused by the slide to the af-
fected area as a disaster.

He donated N 2 million 
naria to the victims promis-
ing to channel the reports to 
relevant federal agencies like 
NEMA, and the Ecological 
fund for intervention. He ex-
plained that the slide which 
as affected more than ten 
buildings has led the collapse 
of  one of  the motorable roads 
connecting the upper Edda.

“This is a disaster, it has 
never happened in Edda his-
tory, it has taken over 9 hous-
es and it’s still happening, 
it’s a terrible thing that even 
the local government cannot 
handle it alone. “It’s a project 
that must be sent across to 
the ecological fund to come 

in, the best I can do is to take 
the report there for the fed-
eral government to come in, 
then report to NEMA that we 
have homeless people here for 
them to provide succor”, he 
said. 

The village head of  Ogwu-
ma Edda, Chief  Paul Ogbo 
and Youth Leader Mr Nnachi 
Inya, while commending 
Sen Nnachi for the visit and 
donation however lamented 
the devastating effects of  the 
landslide that occurred in the 
area, which  led to the dis-
placement of  over 200 natives 
and affected more ten houses.

According to them, normal 
and agrarian life in the com-
munity has been discomfort-
ing since the incident took 
place.  They further  made 
passionate appeal for state 
and federal government, as 
well as well meaning Nigeri-
ans to come to their aid as the 
incident has rendered them 
homeless. 

“This landslide happened 
without notice, we are call-
ing the government and none 
governmental organizations 
to come to our aid because we 
are homeless, more than ten 
buildings have collapsed”.

PWD blocked the entrance of the Abia House of Assembly over non-passage of bill on Tuesday.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
ll the illegal structures 
and shop extensions 
erected on the tarred 

roads along Bright Street 
and White House axis inside 
Onitsha Main Market has 
been removed by the Anam-
bra State Government.

The leader of  the demoli-
tion taskforce, and Provost of  
the market Mr Felix Umerah 
said that the exercise was car-
ried out in compliance with 
the directives of  the State 
Governor, Chukwuma Solu-
do. 

Umerah, also a trader in 
Main Market disclosed that 
the governor had ordered 
all market executives in the 
State to decongest every en-
trance roads into their various 
markets to make way for free 
flow of  human and vehicular 
movements. 

“We are removing all the 
shop attachments and projec-
tions that block roads causing 
obstruction to movements to 
and fro this market, and re-
duce our level of  sales and pa-
tronage from our customers”.

Addressing government 
officials from Ministry of  
Commerce and Industry who 
visited the site on Monday, 
the Secretary of  the market 

Mr Obijekwu Ifediora com-
plained that some traders 
abandoned their shops to dis-
play their wares on the tarred 
roads, making movements 
along the roads almost im-
possible.

“We mobilized a joint 
taskforce with some security 
apparatus to rid the market 
roads of  all obstructions, 
and to send these traders and 
hucksters back into their re-
spective shops. 

“As you can see, two vehi-
cles can now overtake each 
here, there will be normal 
and peaceful movements of  
humans and vehicles in these 
roads again. This is how 
roads ought to be “.

Another member of  the 
decongestion committee Hon 
Victor Adizi thanked Gov-
ernor Soludo, and the Com-
missioner for Commerce and 
Industry Dr Obinna Ngonadi 
for the good works they are 
doing in the State. 

He said that the governor’s 
directive being enforced will 
create a conducive environ-
ment for business to thrive in 
Main Market.

He called on the State gov-
ernment to give them a writ-
ten authority to also clear 
Bida and Sokoto roads where 
some locals protest over juris-
diction of  territory.

Security officers nab PoS thief in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
member of  a sus-
pected robbery team 
which allegedly 

robbed some Point of  Sale 
(PoS,) operators has been ap-
prehended in Umuahia, Abia 
State by security men.

The unidentified robber 
was arrested along Umudike 
road junction on Sunday af-
ter his team allegedly robbed 
some PoS operators at a dif-
ferent part of  the town while 
his colleagues jumped into a 
deep gutter and escaped.

An eye witness of  the inci-
dent who craved anonymity 
stated that the robbers after 
snatching  money from their 
victims, escaped with their 
loot in a tricycle but were giv-
en hot chase by some keke 

Napep operators and a mo-
torist, until they were chocked 
up in  traffic hold up around 
Umudike junction.

The eye witness further said 
that on noticing that they may 
be caught, the robbers rushed 
down from the Keke Napep 
they boarded and quickly 
jumped into a nearby big 
gutter, to escape the wrath of  
those pursuing them.

But one of  the robbers, ac-
cording to the eye witness was 
not lucky as he was caught by 
a combined effort of  security 
personnel and civilians while 
his colleagues fled through the 
gutters. A driver who also wit-
nessed the incident claimed 
that the arrested robber was 
shot in the leg by the security 
men when he tried to escape 
but this angle has not been 
confirmed by the Police.

The development caused 
tension along the Umudike 
road and Azikiwe road axis 
of  the city ,late Sunday af-
ternoon as car owners and 
pedestrians diverted to other 
routes to avoid being caught in 
the web of  any problem. The 
incident took place four days 
after three persons were  in-
jured by bullets during  a gun 
battle between security men 
and armed robbers at bank 
road, Umuahia.

Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO) of  Abia State 
Police Command, Geoffrey 
Ogbonna did not pick his calls 
to confirm the latest develop-
ment, when contacted by this 
correspondent. 

Text message sent to his 
phone on the matter was also 
not replied, even as at the time 
of  filing this report.
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Editorial

he federal government of Nigeria and Tthe university lectures under its 
umbrella body, Academic Staff Union 

of Universities (ASUU) have been at war 
over the inability of the former to implement 
the 2009 renegotiated agreements which 
caused the continued shutdown of public 
universities since February 14, has been 
rolled over and is now in its sixth month.

While ASUU said it is awaiting the 
government to sign the renegotiated 
agreements, the government said it has no 
collective bargaining agreement with the 
union.

In a statement, the minister of labour 
and employment, Dr. Chris Ngige, said 
relevant ministries, departments and 
agencies (MDAs) were absent during the 
negotiation with Prof.  Nimi Brigs' 
committee set up by the ministry of 
education to renegotiate the 2009 agreement.

The 2009 agreement contains the 
conditions of service which ASUU demands 
its improvement.

The statement, signed by Olajide 
Oshundun, the head, press and public 
relations at the labour ministry, said ASUU 
had insisted that these relevant advisory 
MDAs recuse themselves from the sitting of 
the Briggs-led committee, accusing them of 
non-cooperation.

The MDAs, according to Mr Ngige, 
include the ministries of finance, education, 
labour and employment; Budget Office of the 
Federation, National Salaries, Income and 
Wages Commission, and Office of the Head 
of Civil Service of the Federation.

He said: “All alone with the Prof Briggs 
Committee, ASUU started fixing their 
salaries and allowances to the exclusion of 
the statutory government ministries and 
agencies that manage the entire annual 
finances of government, budget and fiscal 
policies, and the office of the head of civil 
service that is in charge of ensuring that 
public service rules and regulations are not 
undermined in any condition of service 
offered to public officers in the universities.”

Ngige added that the chief of staff to the 
president, Ibrahim Gambari, and the labour 
ministry set up an Inter-Ministerial/Agency 
sub-committee, comprising the affected 
MDAs under the Minister of State, Budget 
and National Planning “to quickly look into 
Prof. Briggs Committee report in June.”

He said the committee found that the 
proposal will lead to between 109 and 185 per 
cent increase in the university wage 
structure.

The minister further said; “The Federal 
Government will incur an additional N560 
billion as salaries alone, on top of the present 
N412b, less all other allowances such as 
Earned Academic Allowances and fringe 
benefits, Teaching Allowance, field trip, 
responsibility and post-graduate supervision 
allowances, hazard allowances, which were 

to gulp another N170 billion.
“In all, the sum of N1.12 Trillion will be 

needed to pay the salaries and allowances of 
university lecturers and other staff in the 
university system. At present, the wage bill 
of the university staff and their colleagues in 
teaching health systems gulp nearly 50 per 
cent of the total federal government staff 
personnel cost/wages”.

He, however, noted that the Presidential 
Committee on Salaries and Wages has 
finished the review of the Prof Nimi Briggs 
proposal and will shortly submit it to the 
president.

In response to the statement, the ASUU 
president insisted that the agreements were a 
collective bargain.

He also accused, the Labour Minister, 
Chris Ngige of sabotaging reconciliation 
efforts by his comments.

“It's collective bargaining and the 
position we have accepted, the money we 
have accepted, is an offer by the government. 
We have documentation. Whatever was 
proposed is not from ASUU. We have our 
proposal but what was accepted by both sides 
–the Nimi Briggs committee representing the 
federal government and ASUU–, is the 
proposal by the Nimi Briggs committee,” Mr 
Osodeke said.

He added that “the minister who is 
supposed to be a conciliator is the one trying 
to destroy the process by instructing the 
ministry of finance to stop the lecturers' 
salaries, among other things.”

On the said increase to be incurred by the 
government, Mr Osodeke said it is a better 
spending than the N4 trillion used by the 
government for subsidising petrol.

He said: “If Nigeria needed just 1.3 
trillion naira to ensure that Nigerian 
universities compete with any university in 
the world; to ensure we now have foreign 
students coming to Nigerian universities, to 
ensure that the universities is such a way that 
you have e foreign lecturers coming into the 
system, which one is more important 
(between this) and spending N4 trillion to 
subsidise fuel”.

Commenting on the choice of payment 
platform by ASUU and other striking 
university-based unions, the labour ministry 
said fresh tests have been concluded on 
ASUU's UTAS and the University Peculiar 
Payroll Payment System (U3PS) developed 
by the Senior Staff Association of Nigerian 
Universities (SSANU) and the Non-
Academic Staff Union of Universities and 
other Associated Institutions (NASU). He 
said the results will be made available soon.

W h i l e ,  w e  a p p e a l  t o  F e d e r a l 
Government to show human face to the on-
going negotiation, we also urge the striking 
university lecturers to also consider the 
plight of the students and the parents while 
ongoing renegotiation the 2013/2014 
Agreement with FG and go back to school.

Ending the elongated
ASUU Strike: FG needs
to be genuine

Wednesday 20 - Thursday 21, 2022
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Opinion

ew days ago, at faraway FSanta Clara in California, 
United States of  America, a 

former governor of  Imo State, Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha raised an 
alarm over what he tagged; 
"unbridled borrowing” by the 
Distinguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma led administration. 
According to the short-lived Imo 
governor, Imo's indebtedness has 
more than doubled from the level 
he brought it down to within his 
less than eight months on the 
saddle as Imo State governor. 

It should be noted that this is 
not the first time,  the former 
Deputy Speaker is raising alarm 
over Imo's economic wellbeing. In 
fact, since his controversial ousting 
from office, he has been mostly 
decent in his utterances and 
interventions over Imo State 
affairs. Unlike some people who 
have failed to come to terms with 
the reality that they are no longer 
in office,  Ihedioha has reasonably 
taken his situation in his strides 
and moved on, while probably,  
planning to relaunch,  when the 
t ime  i s  r i gh t .  But ,  fo r  the 
meantime, he has left the new 
governor to do his job, restricting 
his interventions to issues that 
border around good governance 
and the people's well-being. 

W h i l e  h i s  i m m e d i a t e 
predecessor,  His Excellency, 
S e n a t o r  Ro c h a s  O k o r o c h a 
vehemently denied leaving any 
debts in the State, Ihedioha, 

outlined an account of  Imo's 
financial health as soon as he 
became governor,  which pegged 
the Imo State debt burden at over 
100 billion Naira as at May 29th, 
2019 and made a commitment to 
reducing this debt as quickly as 
possible. It is important to note 
that these figures are backed up by 
records provided by the Debt 
Management  Of f ice  o f  the 
Federation, hence, should be 
credible. Understandably, seven 
months is such a short time to be 
able to pay off  debts accrued over 
more than a decade, it is the duty 
of  the current administration to 
tell us how much they met in 
'DMO recognized' debt as at 14th 
January, 2020 and as well how 
much of  that debt they have repaid 
within their time in office and how 
much they have borrowed since 
then.

No one who understands 
public governance and economy 
will be averse to obtaining loan 
facilities,  as long as they are 
deployed to addressing the State's 
deve lopm enta l ,  soc ia l  a nd 
economic problems. What should 
b e c o m e  a  p r o b l e m  t o  a n y 
responsible citizen is when such 
borrowings are "unbridled", 
according to Chief  Ihedioha. That 
is to say; you borrow without 
having a definite and reasonable 
need for the funds you are 
borrowing.  Another way of  
saying this is that the governor is a 
careless borrower. That means he 

borrows wherever and whenever 
there is money to be borrowed, 
without thinking about the long 
and even short term implication of  
such borrowing on the economic 
wellbeing of  the State.

Unfor tunately,  s ince the 
former  gover nor  made this 
accusation, none of  the many 
spokespeople of  the government 
has been able to come up with any 
logical or even readable response. 
Instead of  taking up this challenge 

and seizing the opportunity to tell 
Imolites the status of  Imo's 
economy, especially, as it affects 
the indebtedness of  the State, what 
I have been reading are mostly a 
rabid rehash of  obloquies.

Until, the State Government 
comes up with clearly worded 
explanations on how much they 
met as debts, how much they have 
paid back, how much they have 
borrowed, what they used the 
borrowed funds to do and the 
current amount owed by the State, 

then, every reasonable Imolite will 
have no option but to listen to 
Chief  Ihedioha and really take him 
seriously.

No reasonable citizen will look 
the other way while some people in 
government borrow away their 
future, but we can even understand 
it if  Imo's debt is rising and we are 
seeing the necessary investments 
made with the funds which shall 
benefit the State and its citizens.

is Excellency, Rt. Hon HEmeka Ihedioha, CON, 
d u r i n g  a  p a p e r 

presentation in faraway USA, at 
the 13th USA MBAISE Annual 
convention, stated, according to 
the Debt Management Office, 
DMO, that the lmo state debt 
profile is at N205b in the first 
quarter of  the year. This position is 
breathtaking and worrisome for a 
state that is solely dependent on oil 
revenue for sustenance. 

The situation is more disturbing 
in the light of  the ineptitude and 
non-visionary disposition of  the 
state economic handlers. The 
economy is monobasic and the 
managers lack the wit to remedy 
the situation, so, even the much 
orchestrated IGR can never be 
realized, expect if  the government 
is skinning the investors alive.  

From the same DMO records, 
lmo state, ranks third on the roll of  
high profile debtor states, with 

Lagos and Ogun standing first and 
second  re spec t ive ly.  In  the 
Southeast zone, IMO tops Abia 
State with over N118b, thereby 
taking first in the roll of  debtor 
states in the zone. Enugu, Anambra 
and Ebonyi states run down the 
stream in that order.

Generally, borrowing is a 
ver i table  tool  for  economic 
recovery. Both government and the 
private sectors, take advantage of  
borrowing to structure failing 
economies.  Loans are not raised to 
be siphoned into private pockets or 
for liquidation of  current deficits. It 
is thereby absurd and uneconomic 
for government to borrow for the 
purpose of  paying salaries and 
running sundry recurrent bills.

The bereavement of  basic clues 
for economic development remains 
the bane of  economic recovery of  
the state. The lmo state government 
lacks the capacity to generate 
policies that can rejig the economy 
and give it a new lease of  life. No 
effort whatsoever is made by 

Senator Uzodimma to regenerate 
the economy, too bad.

The deplorable  e f fec t  o f  
Uzodimma's bad governance is 
epitomized by the abysmal rate of  
hunger, unemployment and other 
economic woes that are ravaging 
Ndimo. The situation in the state 
has completely overwhelmed the 
governor, what he needs is to take 
the path of  honour by simply 
bowing out.

The state is weighed down by 
g r o s s  m i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
resources. Corruption has taken 
the centre stage, things have fallen 
apart and the center can no longer 
hold. The 3R administration has 
simply resigned to fate and is 
marking time, waiting for the 
whistle to go. No man ever gives 
what he does not have.

A  c r i t i c a l  c h e c k  a t  t h e 
economies of  the preceding states 
on the debtors roll, Lagos and 
Ogun and of  course, Anambra in 
the Southeast, have cause to justify 
their high debt profiles. The 

robustness, vibrancy and viability 
of  these economies are clear 
evidence of  good governance and 
economic management. 

What it means is that the states 
made judicious use of  the loans and 
the results are avalanche of  jobs 
and improved standard of  living for 
the people.

 A critical analysis of  the DMO 
report, posits lmo as the worst 
debtor state in the country, with a 
high debt profile, yet nothing to 
show for it. The economy will 
remain in the doldrum, so long as 
the so claimed shared prosperity 
administration of  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma continues to pay lip 
service to the basic tenets of  good 
governance. 

State funds should religiously 
be used for the purpose they are 
meant for and not for frivolities and 
Abuja businesses. There should be 
effective funding of  government 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f o r  g o o d 
performance.

The era of  tricking Ndimo with 

unnecessary scam and abracadabra 
is over. Government must try to be 
realistic and straight with the 
people. What are wrong with the 
commissioned Avutu Poultry, 
Acharaobu farm, the shoes factory 
at Akwakuma, among others? Why 
are their products not yet in the 
market? Were they commissioned 
to be abandoned to rodents and 
reptiles? 

Okigwe LGA has not had not 
even a blink of  public light supply 
for an upward of  two years, yet 
there is said to be a government on 
Douglas House.  Most small scale 
businesses in the town are running 
on private power supplies at the 
very exorbitant prices of  petroleum 
products. How could the desired 
jobs be created with the dog eat dog 
a t t i t u d e  o f  U z o d i m m a ' s 
administration.

Imo needs to be Rescued and 
Rebuilt.

Wednesday 20 - Thursday 21, 2022

205 billion naira debt: Why Imolites
will listen to Ihedioha 

By Onwuasoanya Fcc Jones 

Ihedioha Uzodimma

Imo state huge debt profile, an eminent proof
of bad governance 
By Mazi Emenike Nmeregini
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ASUU meets August 1, strike enters 155th day 
h e  N a t i o n a l TE x e c u t i v e 
Council of  the 

striking Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities is 
scheduled to hold its 
meeting in the first week 
of  August, 2022, it was 
gathered. 

It was learnt that a 
decision on whether to 
suspend or continue with 
the strike which entered 
its 155th day on Tuesday 
(yesterday), will be taken 
at the meeting. 

ASUU on Monday, 
Fe b r u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2 
e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e 
industrial action over 
what the union described 
as the failure of  the 
government to address 

some of  its demands. 
The chairman of  

A S U U ,  F e d e r a l 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Te c h n o l o g y,  M i n n a 
chapter, Dr. Gbolahan 
Bolarin, confirmed the 
p l a n n e d  m e e t i n g  t o 
newsmen.

Bolar in  said  the 
meeting would be held 
either on July 30 or 
August 1, 2022. 

A S U U  h a d 
c a u t i o n e d  t h e 
government against the 
proliferation of  tertiary 
ins t i tu t ions  and the 
failure to approve the 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e 
U n i v e r s i t i e s 
T r a n s p a r e n c y 
Accountability System. 

The union had also 
insisted on the release of  
the White Paper of  the 
v i s i t a t ion  pane l s  to 
univers i t ies  and the 
release of  revitalisation 
f u n d s  f o r  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
u n ive r s i t i e s,  a m o n g 
others.

The Minis ter  o f  
L a b o u r  a n d 
E m p l oy m e n t ,  C h r i s 
Ngige, recently accused 
the union of  engaging in a 
lopsided agreement with 
the Federal Government 
through the Prof  Nimi 
Briggs committee. 

Ahead of  the NEC 

meeting however, Bolarin 

ruled out the possibility 

of  suspending the strike. 

According to him, 

the government has not 

brought anything to the 

table that can lead to such 

decision. 

“We are not even at a 

p o i n t  t o  v o t e  o n 

cont inuat ion  or  not 

because there is nothing 

f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government yet. 

“The NEC will be 

holding its meeting early 

next month (August). 

That should be August 1. 

The meeting might even 

be on July 30,” he said. 

taken it upon herself  to 
c a t e g o r i c a l ly  s t a n d 
against the dilapidated 
state of  the educational 
sector in Nigeria. 

“We are at a time 
when Nigerian students 
have lost hope and do not 
know what's next on the 
radar. ASUU strike has 
been on for over five 
months without any 
hope of  resumption. 

“ We  h a v e  a l s o 
waited for so long to see 
i f  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government will dance 
to the music of  Nigerian 
students who have been 
clamoring for an end to 
the ASUU strike but the 
reverse is the case.

“We've had several 
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e s , 

g r a n t e d  s e v e r a l 
interviews, held several 
meetings to plead with 
both ASUU and the 
Federal Government, 
and held several peaceful 
p r o t e s t s  a c r o s s  t h e 
Federation.” 

NANS noted that 
the future of  students 
was being jeopardised, 
considering the fact that 
they were in a country 
where age was a key 
factor in its labor market. 

“According to the 
c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  
solidarity, we're on the 
last 'Cs of  Aluta,' which 
is confrontation. This is 
the time to call on all 
Nigerian students across 
all zones to join the NLC 
in sol idarity to end 
A S U U  s t r i k e  o n 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022, 
and Wednesday, July 27, 
2022. Nigerian students 
are tired of  the long 
overdue strike action. 

“Consequently, all 
N A N S  c a d r e s  a n d 
s takeholders,  zona l 
leadership,  Campus 
Committee Chairmen, 
S t u d e n t  U n i o n 
Government presidents, 
Nigerian students, and 
the general public are 
hereby put  on high 
no t i c e  to  m ob i l i s e, 
o r g a n i s e  a n d  g e t 
prepared to be part of  the 
movement. 

“We are ready to 
take the bull by the horn 
as Nigerian Students will 
not  keep s i lent  and 
watch our future being 
ruined by the prolonged 
A S U U  s t r i k e,”  t h e 
statement added. 

he National Board Tf o r  Te c h n i c a l 
E d u c a t i o n ,  o n 

Tuesday, announced the 
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e 
accreditation status of  the 
Abia State Polytechnic, 
Aba, due to the non-
payment of  staff  salaries 
and allowances for over 30 
months. 

This was contained in 
a statement by the NBTE's 
Head, Media Department, 
Fat ima Abubakar,  in 
Kaduna State. 

It said the Board took 
the  dec i s ion  when i t 
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
p o ly t e c h n i c  wa s  n o t 
committed to upsetting the 
ar rears  and ensur ing 
r e g u l a r  p a y m e n t  o f  
salaries of  its workers. 

The Board said that, 
on several occasions, it had 
warned the management 
of  the institution, noting 
that “regular payment of  
salary is one of  the key 
components of  the Board's 
normative instruments for 
quality assurance in the 
p o l y t e c h n i c s ,  a n d 
Technical & Vocational 
Education and Training 
institutions under her 
purview.

“ T h e  B o a r d  h a d 
drawn the attention of  the 
polytechnic to the dangers 
o f  n o n - p a y m e n t  o f  
salaries, including the 
suspension of  quality 
assurance visits. 

“ T h e  G o v e r n i n g 
Council and management 
of  the polytechnic made 
several failed promises to 
settle the backlog of  salary 
arrears and ensure regular 
payment of  staff  salaries. 

“The Board went the 
extra mile of  writing His 

Excellency, the Executive 
Governor of  Abia State, 
O k e z i e  I k p e a z u , 
informing him of  the dire 
s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e 
polytechnic but all to no 
avail.”

Against the backdrop, 
the Board said it had no 
option but to withdraw the 
accreditation status of  the 
p o l y t e c h n i c  j u s t  t o 
safeguard the quali ty 
assurance mechanism of  
the Board as well as to 
ensure that students were 
not left at the mercy of  
demoralised staff  that 
might resort to 'under the 
table' practices to survive. 

Meanwhile, the Board 
has warned the National 
Youth Service Corps that 
“no product of  the Abia 
State Polytechnic should 
be mobilised for national 
s e r v i c e  u n t i l  t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
polytechnic resolves the 
issue of  nonpayment of  
salary to its staffers, while 
the Board promised to 
notify the NYSC once the 
accreditation status of  the 
polytechnic is restored.” 

Besides, the Board 
s a i d  n o t i c e  o f  t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
polytechnic had been sent 
to the Tertiary Education 
Trust Fund and Industrial 
Training Fund in order to 
s t o p  a n y  o f f i c i a l 
t r ansac t ion  wi th  the 
poly technic  by  those 
organisations. 

“ P o l y t e c h n i c 
proprietors across the 
country are advised to take 
r e g u l a r  p a y m e n t  o f  
salaries of  staff  seriously 
as failure could lead to loss 
of  accreditation,” it added. 

h e  N a t i o n a l TAssociation of  
N i g e r i a n 

Students, South-West 
Zone,  has  dec la red 
support for the two-day 
planned protest by the 
N i g e r i a  L a b o u r 
C o n g r e s s ,  t o w a r d s 
ending the prolonged 
strike action by the 
Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities. 

The leadership of  
the zone, in a statement 
s i g n e d  b y  i t s 
Coordinator, and Public 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ; 
Adegboye Olatunji and 
Awoyinfa Opeoluwa, 
dated  Monday,  and 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 

newsmen,  Tuesday, 
noted that Nigerian 
students had lost hope 
over the prolonged strike 
and did not know what 
was next again. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports, the NLC had 
declared a nationwide 
protest for July 26 and 
27, 2022, in solidarity 
with ASUU. 

B a c k i n g  t h e 
workers' union, NANS 
said, “It is timely and 
urgent  to issue this 
statement today with a 
view to putting an end to 
the  l inger ing  s t r ike 
action by ASUU. We 
want a total reformation 
of  the educational sector.

“The Leadership of  
NANS, Zone D, has 

Strike: NANS backs NLC, joins protest in
South-West 

Abia Poly loses accreditation
over unpaid salaries

Bolarin
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n end to the strike 

Ab y  u n i v e r s i t y 
teachers may be in 

sight.
There  were  s t rong 

indications yesterday that 
they may get a 100 per cent 
pay rise.

P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
decided to wade into the 
protracted crisis.

He may meet all those 
involved in the negotiation 
before opening talks with 
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (ASUU).

The union's position 
has been strengthened by 
the massive support it is 
g e t t i n g  f r o m  c r i t i c a l 
stakeholders.

The Nigeria Labour 
C o n g r e s s  ( N L C )  h a d 
directed its state councils to 
mobilise for a protest in 
support of  ASUU next 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The Association of  
N i g e r i a  A v i a t i o n 
Profess ionals  (ANAP) 
yesterday threatened to shut 
d ow n  t h e  a i r p o r t s  i n 
solidarity with the striking 

A committee led by the 
Pro-Chancel lor  of  the 
Federa l  Univers i ty  o f  
Lokoja, Prof. Nimi Briggs, 
had recommended a 180 per 
cent pay rise for lecturers.

The Briggs panel has 
been renegotiating the 2009 
pact with ASUU.

But the government 
was said to have favoured a 
100 per  cent  increase, 
although options were still 
being weighed at a meeting 
last night.

A source, who spoke in 
c o n f i d e n c e  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent, said the 
Federal Government and 
A S U U  m ay  r e a c h  a n 
amicable agreement in a 
“short time.”

The source said: “So 
far, the government may 
concede to a 100 per cent 
salary increase for the 
striking lecturers. This is a 
key part of  the ongoing 
review of  the 2009 FG-
ASUU agreement.

“The payment of  all 
outstanding allowances will 
be mutually agreed upon by 
both parties based on the 

update on the negotiation, 
he will meet with ASUU 
l e a d e r s  t o  h a r m o n i s e 
offers.”

A senior government 
o f f i c i a l  s a i d :  “ T h e 
government is determined 
to end the strike in a short 
time.”

ANAP's threat to shut 
down the airports came five 
days after a sister union, the 
National Union of  Air 
Tr a n s p o r t  E m p l oye e s 
(NUATE), issued a similar 
notice.

In a statement by its 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y , 
Abdulrasaq Saidu, ANAP 
called on President Buhari 
to end the strike without 
further delay.

It said the protracted 
strike has increased social 
v ices  as  s tudents  now 
engage in activities capable 
of  destroying their future.

It said the over four-
month strike has ridiculed 
N i ge r i a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l 
sys tem and made i t  a 
laughing stock.

ANAP said education 
remained the bedrock of  

lecturers.
Also, the Coalition of  

Northern Groups Students 
Wing (CNG-SW) directed 
the  19  nor the r n  s ta t e 
c h a p t e r s  t o  m o b i l i s e 
students and parents to join 
the NLC protest.

The National Union of  
Banks,  Insurance  and 
Financ ia l  Ins t i tu t ions 
Employees (NUBIFIE) said 
it would join the protest.

National Universities 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( N U C ) 
Executive Secretary Prof. 
Abubakar Rasheed warned 
against  weakening the 
university system, which he 
s a i d  w a s  c r i t i c a l  t o 
economic development.

But, the Permanent 
Secretary, Federal Ministry 
of  Education, Andrew 
A d e j o ,  e x p r e s s e d 
confidence that the strike 
would end soon.

The lecturers have been 
on strike since February 14.

It was learnt that the 
Federal Government has 
shifted its position on the 
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s a l a r y 
increase.

nation's economic situation.
“ T h i s  i s  w h y  t h e 

government is bringing in 
s o m e  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d 
p a r a s t a t a l s  t o  t h e 
negotiation table.

“They  inc lude  the 
min i s t r i e s  o f  f inance, 
educat ion,  labour and 
employment, Budget Office 
of  the Federation, Office of  
the Head of  Service of  the 
Federation and National 
Salaries, Income and Wages 
Commission.”

T h e  s o u r c e  a l s o 
confirmed that President 
Buhari  has decided to 
intervene by meeting with 
all the parties.

The source said the 
President will in the next 
few days receive a brief  from 
the Federal Government 
negotiating team before 
having an audience with 
ASUU.

The source added: “The 
President has chosen to 
personally intervene to 
ensure that universities are 
reopened in the shortest 
time possible.

“ O n c e  h e  g e t s  a n 

any country aspiring for 
greatness, noting that the 
ASUU strike will eventually 
l e a d  t o  a  r e g r e t t a b l e 
situation in future if  not 
well-handled.

“Our children are using 
eight years to read courses 
of  four years with resources 
being wasted. We cannot 
continue this way,” the 
statement reads.

N U B I F I E ,  i n  a 
statement by its National 
President Anthony Abakpa 
and General Secretary 
Mohammed Sheikh, said it 
would join the protest if  
nothing is done after the first 
day.

“If  after the one-day 
protest by NLC on this issue 
and nothing is done, the 
union will have no other 
option than to call out all 
our members in banks, 
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  o t h e r 
financial institutions in 
solidarity with ASUU,” it 
added.

r e s i d e n t PM u h a m m a d u 
Buhari has directed 

t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n ,  M a l l a m 
Adamu Adamu to resolve 
the  pro longed s t r ike 
embarked upon by the 
four university-based 
unions and report back to 
him in two weeks time.

President Buhari gave 
the directive on Tuesday 
after he received briefings 
f r o m  t h e  r e l e v a n t 
government Ministries, 
A g e n c i e s  a n d 
Departments involved in 
resolving the face-off  with 
the university unions.

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, ASUU, had 
proceeded on one month 
w a r n i n g  s t r i k e  o n 
February 14, and other 
unions also withdrew 
their services after that as 
a result of  the alleged 
inability of  the federal 
government to meet up 
with their demands.

T h e  t h r e e  o t h e r 
unions that embarked on 
strike are the Senior Staff  
Association of  Nigerian 
Universities, SSANU, the 
Non-Academic  Sta f f  
Union of  All ied and 
Educational Institutions, 
NASU and the National 
Association of  Academic 
Technologists, NAAT.

P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i 

summoned the Tuesday 
meeting to receive briefing 
from the government 
team on while the strike 
has lingered for too long.

The President after 
hearing from the relevant 
MDA's directly involved 
ordered the Minister of  
Education to ensure that 
the impasse was resolved 
within two weeks and 
report back to him.

S o u r c e s  a t  t h e 
meeting also said that 
President Buhari directed 
that  the  Minis ter  o f  
Labour and Employment, 
Senator Chris Ngige must 
be in any of  the meetings 
to resolve the crisis.

The sources further 
said that the Secretary to 
the Government of  the 
Federation, SGF, Mr. 
Boss Mustapha should be 
p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a m  t o 
interface with the striking 

unions.
One of  the sources, 

said that the President 
commended Ngige in his 
efforts so far to resolve the 
face-off.

Those at the meeting 
were the Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  M a l l a m 
Adamu, the Minister of  
Finance,  Budget  and 
National Planning, Dr. 
Z a i n a b  A h m e d ,  t h e 
Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Senator 
Ngige, the Minister of  
Communications and 
Digital Economy, Isa 
Pantami, the Head of  
Service of  the Federation, 
Dr.  Folashade Yemi-
Esan, the Chairman of  
National Salaries Income 
and Wages Commission, 
Ekpo Nta, the Director-
General Budget Office, 
Ben Akabueze.

he Abuja Division Tof  the National 
Industrial Court of  

Nigeria has admitted a 
total of  345 exhibits in a 
suit by 114 members of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities challenging 
their alleged unlawful sack 
by Kogi State University, 
Anyigba. 

The exhibits  were 
tendered by human rights 
activist and constitutional 
lawyer, Femi Falana and 
admitted by Justice Rakiya 
Haastrup, to determine the 
legality or otherwise of  the 
alleged unjust layoff  of  the 
lecturers. 

The proceeding was 
witnessed by the North 
Central Zonal leaders of  

ASUU, led by its Vice-
President and former 
chairman at the University 
of  Jos, Dr Chris Piwuna. 

Falana had filed the 
case  a t  the  Nat iona l 
Industrial Court in Abuja 
on behalf  of  the lecturers 
compris ing about s ix 
Professors against KSU 
and the Attorney General 
of  Kogi State as 1st and 
2 n d  d e f e n d a n t s 
respectfully, praying for 
t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e 
purported sack of  his 

clients.
Kogi State University 

(KSU) had by a letter of  
August 14, 2017, with 
r e f e r e n c e  N o . 
KSU/R/EST/EMP/SS/
Vol 1, terminated the 
appointment of  the 114 
lecturers on grounds of  
reorganisation of  the 
institution. 

However, in the suit, 
Falana amongst others 
asked the NICN to declare 
the termination of  his 
clients' appointments as 
illegal, null and void on the 
ground that it violated the 
ex tan t  p rov i s ions  o f  
Chapter 6 paragraph 6.4.6 
o f  t h e  K o g i  S t a t e 
University conditions and 
schemes of  service for 
s e n i o r  s t a f f  d a t e d 
November 2008. 

He prayed for an order 
of  the court to set aside the 
purported appointment 
t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  f o r 
payment of  all salary 
arrears and allowances of  
the lecturers.

Falana whose brief  
was held by Femi Adedeji 
informed the court that the 
345 exhibits formed the 
fulcrum of  the case of  the 
114 lecturers against their 
unlawful sack by the Kogi 
State University.

100 per cent pay rise likely for striking varsity teachers

Buhari gives Adamu 2-week
ultimatum to resolve ASUU Strike

Falana asks court to
declare lecturers
sacking illegal 

Buhari Adamu

Falana
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AfDB, SEC sign $460,000 pact to deploy
surveillance system in capital market

he African Development TBank (AfDB) Group and the 
Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC) have signed a 
460,000 dollar agreement to support 
the acquisition, installation and 
deployment of  an automated 
surveillance system to protect the 
capital market.

Lamin Barrow, the Director-
G e n e r a l ,  N i g e r i a  C o u n t r y 
Department of  the AfDB Group, 
said the grant  was aimed at 
preserving and protecting the 
securities market integrity and 
boosting investors' confidence.

Barrow said the surveillance 
system would also enhance SEC's 

r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  s u p e r v i s o r y 
oversight on securities trading in the 
country.

He said the implementation 
time-frame for the project would be 
two years.

Barrow disclosed that the total 
cost of  the project was slightly less 
than one million dollars, saying that 
the bulk money which would be over 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  w o u l d  b e 
contributed by SEC.

He said the grant was from the 
Capital Markets Development Trust 
Fund (CMDTF), a multi-donor 
trust fund administered by the AfDB 
and supported by the Ministry of  
Finance of  Luxembourg and 

Ministry of  Foreign Trade and 
Cooperation of  the Netherlands.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e 
introduction of  a surveillance 
system will enhance oversight 
securities trading across all existing 
and future trading platforms.

”Today's ceremony marks yet 
another important milestone in our 
partnership and efforts to modernise 
Nigeria's capital markets.

”It will also ensure that the 
market is well positioned to support 
economic transformation driven by 
private sector investment.

” T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a 
surveillance system will enhance 
oversight over securities trading 

across all existing and future trading 
platforms and all tradable securities 
and products by the SEC.

”It will  therefore preserve 
securities market integrity, boost 
investor confidence and enhance 
financial inclusion, among other 
expected outcomes,” he said.

Barrow said the Bank's support 
for the project was derived from the 
Federal Government's efforts to 
p r o m o t e  d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  a 
competitive and liquid capital 
market supported by an enabling 
regulatory environment.

Lamido Yuguda, the Director-
General of  the SEC, commended 
the AfDB for providing the grant 

support to execute the surveillance 
system project.

Y u g u d a  s a i d  a  m a r k e t 
surveillance system was required to 
aid SEC in detecting and addressing 
market abuses as quickly and 
efficiently as possible to prevent 
infractions.

He said that an automated 
market surveillance tool would 
enhance the Commission's role in 
investor protection and ensure a 
transparent, fair and orderly market 
to reduce systemic risks.

Yuguda said the surveillance 
solution would also aid an increased 
impact on the Gross Domestic 
Products (GDP) through the capital 
market 's role in the efficient 
intermediation and allocation of  
capital to the real economy.

”The solution will aid creation 
of  jobs, encourage savings and 
facilitate wealth creation as well as 
inc reased  inves tment  in  the 
economy through Foreign Direct 
Investments (FDI).

” Yo u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  o u r 
collaboration underscore the 
Commission's and the Bank's 
mutual goal to grow the capital 
market and create viable avenues for 
sustainable economic growth for the 
country,” Yuguda said.

Ahmed Attout, the Manager, 
Capital Market Development of  
A f D B  G r o u p ,  s a i d  t h e 
implementation of  the surveillance 
system project was expected to 
commence immediately.

he Central Bank of Nigeria T(CBN) has  ra i sed  the 
Monetary Policy Rate 

(MPR) from 13 percent to 14 
percent.

C B N  G o ve r n o r  G o d w i n 
Emefiele announced this on 
Tuesday during the 286th meeting 
of  the Monetary Policy Committee 
held in Lagos.

According to him, it was the 

right option considering economic 
realities.

“The committee resolved that 
the most rational policy option 
would be to further strengthen its 
tightening stance in order to 
effectively curtail the unabated 
rising trend of  inflation,” Emefiele 
said.

“Members were conscious of  
the fact  that  output growth 
remained fragile. However, not 
curtailing inflation now could 
erode the monetary gains achieved 
in improving consumer purchasing 
power and thus worsen the poverty 
level for the vulnerable populace.”

The monetary policy rate 
(MPR) is the main interest rate in a 
country or economy on which all 
other interest rates in that economy 
are based.

While the apex bank increased 
the MPR rate, it, however, retained 
other parameters.

The asymmetr ic  cor r idor 
remains +100 and -700 basis points 
around the MPR, and the well as 
Cash Reserved Ratio (CRR) at 27 
percent.

Tuesday's rate hike marks the 
second time, the MPC will raise the 
interest rate in two months.

The MPC increased the rate 
from 11.5 percent to 13 percent on 
May 24.

CBN raises interest rate to 14%
to check inflation

o p e s  o f  Hu n d e r g r a d u a t e s 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e 

classroom anytime soon have 
again been dashed as the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU) has ruled 
o u t  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
suspending its six months old 
strike.

Addressing journalists in 
Abuja on Tuesday, ASUU 
President, Professor Emmanuel 
Osodeke, accused the Ministry 
of  Labour and Employment, 
chaired by Chris Ngige as 
“Conciliator” for continuously 
creating more chaos in the 
resolution process.

ASUU had on February 14 
embarked on a strike to press 
home its demand, including the 
government's investment in the 
n a t i o n ' s  u n i v e r s i t y 
infrastructure, and payment of  
members' salaries through the 
recommended Univers i ty 
T r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  S o l u t i o n 
(UTAS), among several others.

At the end of  the 30 days, 
the federal government failed to 
arrest the situation, which gave 
ASUU the impetus to roll-over 

the strike on March 14. More 
recently, the union declared 
another 12 weeks '  s tr ike, 
thereby keeping the students 
perpetually at home.

Osodeke said the union will 
never suspend strike but ensure 
it puts a permanent end to it.

“ASUU therefore makes 
bold to say that the Minister of  
Labour and Employment has 
taken upon himself  the role of  
unabashed protagonist in our 
ongoing dispute with the 
government of  Nigeria for some 
inexplicable reasons.

“Dr Ngige earl ier told 
whoever cared to listen that he 
was not  the employer  of  
universi ty academics and 
advised the union to march to 
the Ministry of  Education. 
Nigerians may wish to know 
why he has suddenly turned 
around to constitute himself  as 
an impediment to an amicable 
resolution of  the ongoing 
crisis.”

The union said it remains 
focused on its goal of  making 
the Nigerian University system 
internationally competitive and 
getting its products to stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with their 

peers in any part of  the world.
“We appreciate the teeming 

Nigerians for identifying with 
our vision in this respect. We 
specifically acknowledge the 
support and sacrifices of  our 
s t u d e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  o u r 
members who are running their 
postgraduate programmes) as 
well as their parents; they are 
our critical partners in this 
transformation project. We in 
ASUU shall do our utmost best 
not to let you down.

“ASUU appreciates your 
concerns and sympathetic 
support. We are as bothered as 
you are because we share a 
common interest in the Nigeria 
project. However, ASUU shall 
continue to be guided by the 
sacred canons of  integrity, 
objectivity, and responsibility to 
which both academics and 
media practitioners subscribe.

“It is our fervent hope and 
d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t 
groundswell of  interests would 
culminate in a convergence of  
solutions to this avoidable crisis 
in the overall interest of  Nigeria 
Together, we shall win. The 
struggle continues,” he said.

Wednesday 20 - Thursday 21, 2022

Yuguda

Emefiele

ASUU declares continuation of strike,
disowns breakaway faction

Barrow



Page 9Wednesday 20 - Thursday 21, 2022

h e  d e t r i m e n t a l Te f f e c t s  o f  a i r 
pollution on health 

have been recognized for 
most of  the last century. 
Effective legislation has led 
to a change in the nature of  
the air pollutants in outdoor 
air in developed countries, 
while combustion of  raw 
f u e l s  i n  t h e  i n d o o r 
environment remains a 
major health hazard in 
developing countries. The 
mechanisms of  how these 
pollutants exert their effects 
are likely to be different, but 
there is emerging evidence 
that the toxic effects of  new 
photochemical pollutants 
such as nitrogen dioxide are 
l ikely to be related to 
infect ion.  This  review 
discusses the relationship 
between air pollution and 
infection and will explore 
some of  the mechanisms of  
h o w  b o t h  c o u l d  a c t 
synergistically to cause 
r e s p i r a t o r y  i l l n e s s e s 
especially in exacerbating 
symptoms in individuals 
w i t h  p r e - e x i s t i n g 
respiratory conditions such 
as asthma and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease.

Air pollution is the 
discharge of  any harmful 
substance into the air, 
which can cause minor 
health problems, including 
burning eyes and nose, itchy 
i r r i t a t e d  t h r o a t ,  a n d 
breathing problems to 
significant health problems 
i n c l u d i n g  c h r o n i c 
respiratory diseases or 
mortality. Air pollution 
includes household air 
po l lu t ion ,  pa r t i cu la te 
matter pollution, ozone 
pollution, etc. It is mainly 
categorized into two based 
on  exposure :  ambient 
p o l l u t i o n  i n  o u t d o o r 
e x p o s u r e  a n d  i n d o o r 
pollution in an enclosed air 
pollution exposure.

In Nigeria, air pollution 
is associated with different 
h e a l t h  r i s k s  s u c h  a s 
cardiovascular diseases, 
respirator y infect ions, 
t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  l o w e r 
respirator y infect ions, 
COPD, chronic respiratory 
diseases, ischemic heart 
d i s e a s e ,  s t r o k e , 
communicable, maternal, 
neonatal, and nutritional 
diseases. Nigeria is ranked 
amongst the world's first 
five and the largest country 
in Africa, with the top-most 
level of  premature death 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a i r 
pollution. Globally, air 
pollution is estimated to 
cause about 29% of  lung 
cancer deaths, 43% of  
COPD deaths, 25% of  
ischemic hear t disease 

m o s t  c o m m o n  i s  a n 
imbalance in digestion, 
depending on the food 
consumed alongside the 
water, and heartburn.

For water that contains 
mould and yeast, generally, 
moulds are poisonous. 
Water that contains them is 
no longer pure and can be 
in jur ious  to  heal th  in 
varying degrees.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
consuming impure water 
could lead to diarrhoea, 
body pains, abdominal 
pain, weakness and in the 
long run organ failure and 
the effects of  impure water 
consumption could be 
worse for people who are 
immunocompromised. 
Water containing mould 
can also cause vagina 
i n f e c t i o n s  i n  wo m e n , 
especially when used to 
bathe.

A  2 0 1 6  s t u d y  a t 
Brai thwai te  Memoria l 
Specialist Hospital, Port 
H a r c o u r t  b y  A g n e s 
Fienamika, a paediatrician 
at the University of  Port 
Harcourt Teaching Hospital 
( U P T H ) ,  s h o w e d  a n 
increase in the prevalence of  
A c u t e  R e s p i r a t o r y 
Infections (ARI) among 
under-five children between 
September and December 
2016 when compared to the 
same period in the previous 
year.

This increase in ARI 
c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e 
emergence of  black soot in 
Port Harcourt. In 2016, 
residents started to notice 
heavy smog hanging over 
their heads every morning.

T h e  s t u d y  t i t l e d 
“Preva lence  o f  Acute 
Respiratory Infect ions 
among Children Under 
Five Years Old in a Hospital 
in Port Harcourt, Nigeria: A 
Two  Ye a r  Fo l l ow - U p 
Study”, found the situation 
to be worrisome as there 
w a s  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n 
morbidity and mortality 
from recurrent respiratory 
illnesses among under-five 
children in Port Harcourt.

Ms Fienamika also 
noted that the major cause 
of  soot in Port Harcourt are 
oil exploration activities, 
indiscriminate combustion 
of  fossil fuel, which has 
increased in recent times 
resulting in profound air 
pollution; and vehicular 
emissions.

Commenting on the 
effect of  soot on residents of  
the city, Ms Fienamika said, 
''Of  course, it has harmful 
effects on the residents of  
Port Harcourt. Short-term 
effects include an increase 
in respiratory illnesses, 
a l l e r g i e s  a n d  s e v e r e 

them from air pollution in 
the household, including 
that from cooking over open 
fires or cook-stoves in the 
home,” said Peter Hawkins, 
UNICEF Representative in 
Nigeria. “This is a travesty – 
for their families and for 
Nigeria; especially because 
the vast majority of  these 
deaths are preventable.”

According to the Every 
Breath Counts Air Pollution 
and Pneumonia Scorecard 
2021, released in 2021:

 A i r  p o l l u t i o n 
contributed to 30 per cent 
(749,200) of  all pneumonia 
deaths in 2019; 56 per cent 
(422,800) from household 
and 44 per cent (326,400) 
from outdoor sources

 4 0  p e r  c e n t 
(304,200) of  air pollution-
related pneumonia deaths 
are among children under 
five years; 70 per cent 
(210,400) from household 
air pollution

 4 0  l o w -  a n d 
middle-income countries, 
including Nigeria, are home 
to 90 per cent (656,400) of  
all air pollution-related 
pneumonia deaths

India tops the charts 
with the highest number of  
overall air pollution-related 
deaths in the world, with 
Nigeria coming second.

“It is critical that the 
gover nment  in t roduce 
policies to reduce the major 
causes of  air pollution-
related pneumonia deaths 
a m o n g  N i g e r i a n s  – 
especially children, who 
bear the biggest burden,” 
said Peter Hawkins.

“One of  the important 
ways we can do this is to 
increase the proportion of  
Nigerian households with 
access to clean cooking 
fuels and technologies, by 
increasing the use of  LPG 
gas for cooking and helping 
families finance the cost of  
clean stoves and fuels.”

deaths, and 24% of  stroke 
deaths.

S o o t  i s  a  m a s s  o f  
impure carbon particles 
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e 
incomplete combustion of  
h y d r o c a r b o n s  a n d 
prolonged exposure to 
c a r b o n  a n d  o t h e r 
components of  soot, may 
make the human cel ls 
undergo mutation and 
become carcinogenic. This 
can cause many diseases 
affecting the heart, lungs, 
and brain.

L ike  mos t  chron ic 
asthma patients, they will 
need clean air always in 
order not to cave to any 
attack, but even with her 
i n h a l e r  i n  h a n d  a n d 
pumping into her mouth, 
but may get no reprieve as 
the air around thickens. 

The  re su l t s  o f  the 
analysis revealed that most 
of  the water consumed in 
the areas covered by soot 
does not meet the standard 
requirements for potable 
water.

Residents of  these areas 
use the water for different 
domestic purposes like 
cooking,  drinking and 
bathing.

A tes t  found  mos t 
samples of  water to be 
acidic (PH less than 6.5), 
wi th  tas te  and odour. 
Standard Organisation of  
Nigeria (SON) also found 
microbes, although in small 
quantities, present in the 
w a t e r  a s  a g a i n s t 
international standards. 
And most people also drink 
this water in addition to 
inhaling the contaminated 
air as well.

According to WHO, 
“although pH usually has 
n o  d i r e c t  i m p a c t  o n 
consumers, it is one of  the 
most important operational 
water quality parameters. 
Careful attention to pH 
control is necessary at all 
stages of  water treatment to 
ensure satisfactory water 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a n d 
disinfection.”

WHO said although the 
optimum pH required will 
vary in different supplies 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
composition of  the water 
and the nature of  the 
construction materials used 
in the distribution system, it 
is usually in the range of  
6.5–8.5.

According to a food 
technologist, “when you 
have a PH less than 6.5, that 
means it is tending towards 
being acidic; it is no longer 
really water as it is not 
pure.”

It is correct that impure 
water has numerous effects 
on human health but the 

a s t h m a t i c 
attacks; long-
term effects 
s t e m  f r o m 
c h r o n i c 
inhalation of  
carcinogenic 
compounds 
in soot into 
t h e 
respiratory 
system.''

Pollutio
n also causes 
r e c u r r e n t 
n a s a l 
conges t ion 
a n d  u p p e r 
respiratory 
t r a c t 
infection as a 
result of  the 
soot.

 N o t e 
that, in the presence of  
carbon (a chief  component 
of  soot), the red blood cells 
have a higher affinity for 
c a r b o n  t h a n  ox yg e n . 
Whenever both gases are 
present at the same time in 
the alveolar, the red blood 
cell picks up carbon, which 
is deadly to human cells, 
instead of  oxygen.

For instance, at the 
2021, World Pneumonia 
Day, UNICEF revealed that 
Nigeria has the highest 
number  of  overa l l  a i r 
p o l l u t i o n - r e l a t e d 
p n e u m o n i a  d e a t h s  o f  
children under-five in the 
world, and the highest 
number of  household air 
p o l l u t i o n - r e l a t e d 
pneumonia deaths among 
children under-five.

In Nigeria, 78 per cent 
of  air pollution-related 
pneumonia deaths are 
among children under-five – 
the highest proportion 
a c r o s s  a l l  c o u n t r i e s , 
according to the Global 
Burden of  Disease (GBD 
2019).

In 17 countries across 
A f r i c a ,  a i r  p o l l u t i o n 
contributes to more than 50 
per cent of  pneumonia 
deaths.  Most  of  these 
deaths are among children 
and due to household air 
pollution – though deaths 
from outdoor air pollution 
are rising, according to the 
GBD.

Deaths of  Nigerian 
children under-five due to 
overall air pollution-related 
pneumonia were 67,416 in 
2019  whi l e  dea ths  o f  
Nigerian children under-
five due to household-
specific air pollution-related 
pneumonia were 49,591 
during the same year.

“Almost 185 children 
under the age of  five die 
every day from pneumonia 
due to air pollution in 
Nigeria;  the majority of  

“We must also scale up 
services to diagnose and 
t rea t  pneumonia ,  and 
improve nutrition, vaccine 
coverage and breastfeeding 
rates – all of  which improve 
c h i l d r e n ' s  h e a l t h  a n d 
immune systems, reducing 
the risk of  children dying 
from pneumonia if  they do 
contract it.

Pneumonia is caused by 
bacteria, viruses or fungi, 
and leaves children fighting 
for breath as their lungs fill 
with pus and fluid.

The  d i sease  i s  the 
leading killer of  children in 
Nigeria, causing 17 percent 
of  under-five deaths.

M o s t  p n e u m o n i a 
deaths can be prevented 
with vaccines and treated 
with low-cost antibiotics. 
But more than 43 percent of  
one-year-olds in Nigeria are 
not vaccinated with the 
pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV), and one in 
four Nigerian children 
suffering from pneumonia 
symptoms do not get access 
to medical treatment.

The e f fect  that  a i r 
pollution has on your lungs 
depends on the type and 
mix of  pollutants in the air, 
t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
pollutants and how much of  
the pollutant gets down into 
your lungs.

Beyond  the  hea l th 
implication, soot, which is 
largely a carbon emission, is 
a climate pollutant. When 
s u s p e n d e d  i n  t h e 
atmosphere, it contributes 
to warming by converting 
incoming solar radiation to 
heat.

Nigeria like many other 
countries of  the world has 
committed to reducing 
carbon emissions to zero by 
the year 2060. However, 
there are questions as to 
how it will meet such an 
ambitious goal owing to its 
dependence on oil.

Midweek Health

Respiratory illnesses worsen with
air, water pollution



News Echo   Wednesday 20 - Thursday 21 July, 2022                                                                                      Page 10

Appeal Court order: I’m still 
Ebonyi guber candidate - Odii

News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra House of  
Assembly on Tues-
day 19th July held a 

valedictory session for Hon 
Okechukwu Okoye, member 
representing Aguata constitu-
ency 2 by unknown gun men.

Recall that on 22nd May 
2022, late Hon Okoye pop-
ularly known as ‘Okey di 
Okay’ by friends and family 
was abducted alongside his 
aide, Cyril Chiegboka, on 
Sunday, along Aguluzigbo 
road, Anaocha Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state.

His head was said to have 
been dumped at Chisco park 
in Amichi, a community in 
Nnewi South Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state on Sat-
urday, six days after he was 
abducted. And the lawmak-
er’s headless body was later 
found along Ideani road, 
Nnobi community, Idemili 
South Local Government 
Area of  the state.

The police spokesperson in 
the state, Tochukwu Ikenga, 
confirmed this in a statement 
Saturday night.

The valedictory session 
was filled with grief  and tears 

Anambra Assembly holds valedictory 
session for beheaded lawmaker

as the members took turn to 
express their life interactions 
with late Hon Okoye.

Emotions went wild when 
the Aguata II Catholic church 
choir which late Okey Okoye 
was the director and leader 
delivered the popular Chris-
tian hymn by Philip Bliss 
entitled IT IS WELL WITH 
MY SOUL and the Anam-
bra Speaker Uchenna Okafor 
broke down in tears

Assembly in a resolution 
called for the arrest and pros-
ecution of  those who had 
a hand in the death of  late 
Okey Okoye contending that 
it would do all within it’s 
powers to secure justice for 
the soul of  their colleague.

According to the speaker 
Mr Uchenna Okafor; this 
is one killing too many and 
we cannot continue like this 
in our state and we all know 
that is not in the character of  
Anambra people and indeed 
Igbo people to shed blood.

Meanwhile it is being 
touted that the widow of  
late Okey Okoye Mrs Ngo-
zi Okoye may be drafted to 
contest for the vacant seat 
that was occupied by her late 
husband.

Giving this indication the 

Landslide in A�kpo.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Federal High Court 
in Ebonyi has again 
declared the resched-

uled People Democratic 
Party’s (PDP), primaries in 
Ebonyi invalid and recor-
ganised Dr Ifeanyi-Chuk-
wuma Odii as authentic gu-
bernatorial candidate of  the 
party for the 2023 polls.

It recalls that the party re-
scheduled and conducted a 
fresh primary on June 4 and 
5 after its Initial primaires in 
Ebonyi on May 28 and 29 
that elected Odii a governor-
ship candidate.

The rescheduled exercise 
of  June 4 and 5 elected Sen-
ator Obinna Ogba as anoth-
er gubernatorial candidate 
of  the party.

The Presiding Judge, Jus-
tice Fatun Riman said the 
repeated primaries in the 
state was invalid as it was 
not monitored by the official 
of  the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

“The rescheduled prima-
ries was not done in line 

with the law; we therfore, 
recognised the primaries of  
May 28 and 29 that elected 
Odii as governorship can-
didate in Ebonyi and that is 
our judgment.

Recalls that the appeal 
court had earlier on Tuesday 
in Abuja ordered for trial de 
novo of  the suit in respect of  
the Ebonyi PDP guber ticket 
by the court of  first instance, 
federal high court, Abakaliki.

The order was made to 
enable the appellant, who 
claimed to be in interested 
party to be heard pursuant 
to the principle of  natural 
justice expressed in the legal 
maxim, “audi alterem par-
tem” which enjoins that the 
other party must be heard.

Mr. Mudi Erhenede, Coun-
sel for Odii, popularly known 
as Anyichuks thanked the 
court for the judgement.

“The court has revisit the 
suit for a fair hearing and 
ruled that the rescheduled 
PDP primaries remains in-
valid.

“So, the court in his wis-
dom has ruled that the busi-
ness of  June 4 and 5 prima-
ries was not done in line with 

2023: Umahi reveals those who developed
Ebonyi State, not FG

C
hief  David Umahi, the 
Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, stated on Sun-

day that the state’s advance-
ment was due to its leaders’ 
creativity rather than federal 
assistance.

 Speaking to stakeholders at 
a church service on Sunday at 
the New Government House 
Centenary City, Abakaliki, 
Umahi, who sought to repre-
sent the All Progressives Con-
gress, APC, as presidential 
candidate in the recently held 
party primaries, revealed this.

The governor gave the 
same instructions to his cho-
sen successor and other can-
didates running in the state’s 
elections: stick to their plat-
form.

According to reports there 
have been rumors of  several 
candidates running for office 
in the state under the banner 
of  the APC defecting to the 
African Democratic Con-
gress, ADC.

According to the gover-

nor: “In the PVC registra-
tion, we came 8th. If  they 
were to award the mark, they 
will give us 36, as they give 
us in our allocation but our 
neighbours were getting 35 
number. If  it is transparency, 
Ebonyi is coming first, if  it is 
fiscal sustainability, Ebonyi 
is coming first. If  it is a state 
that has the ability to sustain 
itself  without federal, Ebonyi 
is coming first, what else can 
we say?

“It is about God’s plan for 
the state, we still have two 
more weeks to end the PVC 
registration and we can come 
to number five, we can come 
to number three. So, whatev-
er it takes for us to come to 
number three, yes we can.

“And let me tell you, don’t 
get entangled with party poli-
tics, worry not yourself  about 
this, Stick to the tickets you 
are holding. This state was 
never developed by the cen-
tre, it was developed by us. 
Don’t worry yourself  about 

... As family members seek for justice 
Majority leader of  the As-
sembly Mr Nnamdi Okafor 
moved a motion at the floor 
of  the Assembly that his wid-
ow be used to replace her 
husband contending that late 
Okey Okoye remains the 30th 
member of  the House.

Minority leader of  the As-
sembly Mr Onyebuchi Of-
for moved a motion laying a 
course on the killers adding 
that they will not hear the cry 
of  new born babies in their 
homes.

“This is evil and we are 
laying a course on the people 
that killed this young man 
and they will know no peace 
and they will not hear the cry 
of  new born babies in their re-
spective homes; he said.

Also speaking the elder 
brother to late Okey Okoye 
Mr David Okoye gave a clue 
as to what happened to his 
younger brother alleging that 
he was assassinated.

“We thank the Anambra 
state House of  Assembly and 
the Anambra state govern-
ment for all that they have 
done so far and we thank 
everyone for their support but 
we the family members are 
demanding for justice over 
the death of  our brother be-
cause he was killed for noth-
ing after the ransom of  N15 
million was paid and yet they 

killed him”.
“There must be justice be-

cause our brother was assas-
sinated for whatever reason 
they have but we insist that 
they must be brought to book 
to face justice”; he said.

Speaking on behalf  of  Ex- 
lawmakers Mr Okey Aronu 
who had represented the 
same Aguata II Constituency 
lamented that the member-
ship of  the state Assembly 
is not a money spinner to 
warrant Okoye”s kidnap and 
consequent killing.

He described the late law-
maker as a good christian 
who led a simple and unas-
suming life style to the admi-

ration of  all and sundry.
Deputy Governor of  the 

state Dr Onyeka Ibezim who 
represented Gov Charles 
Soludo reiterated the state 
government resolve to tackle 
issues of  insecurity head long 
adding that there is no safe 
place for bandits.

We are not sleeping until 
we clear our state of  criminals 
and already we are winning 
this war against insecurity 
and everywhere they are we 
shall continue to hunt them 
down and we are combing 
brushes to get them and they 
will all be brought to book; he 
said.

Special attraction was pres-

entation of  the registered 
condolence messages to the 
family.

Present where the Anam-
bra Chief  Judge, Justice Ike 
Ogwu, former speaker and 
special adviser to Soludo 
on national and state mat-
ters Hon. Anayo Nebe uju 
nwaorgu, former atorney 
general of  the state, Hon An-
yaonu, chairman Anambra 
state Housing Development, 
members of  the executive 
councils, among others. 

Thursday 21 a vigil mass 
will hold while Friday 22 
lying in state at his country 
home, with requiem mass at 
St. Patrick Isuofia.

any party or this thing, stick 
to the ticket we have. That’s 
where God wants us to be 
and it is from that platform 
that we advance the cause of  
this state.

 “Remember, no man gave 
us any chance. They will 
never give us a chance, we 
have to impose ourselves on 
them and that’s what we have 
been doing. If  they said we 
should not be heard, they are 
the ones that have to hear us. 
Even if  they share something 
down this side, they will take 
it from us but through the su-
pernatural power of  God, we 
have imposed ourselves.

“They have reluctantly 
come to recognize us and we 
have to take it to another lev-
el. The party we know is the 
ticket we are holding. You 
must know that no one devel-
oped this state for us; the po-
litical party or the centre did 
not. We are the ones through 
the power of  God that devel-
oped this state.”

... As FHC again declares Ebonyi PDP 
rescheduled primaries invalid

the law and off  course recog-
nised the party primaries of  
May 28 and 29.

Meanwhile, the embattled 
govenorship ‘candidate’ of  
PDP in Ebonyi State has 
said that he is still the guber-
natorial candidate of  PDP.  
Odii who stated this in a tele-
phone interview urged his 
party supporters to desregard 
the social media report that 
Appeal Court has nullified 
his Candidacy. 

“I am still the PDP gover-
norship candidate for Ebonyi 
State. While the fabricators 
of  that infantile propagan-
da indulge in the attendant 
masturbatory ego trip it 
offers them, the people of  
Ebonyi State, especially the 
mammoth supporters of  my 
Ebonyi 2023 governorship 
project are hereby charged 
to be in high spirit knowing 
that the appellant was a mere 
interloper who, out of  fear 
of  defeat from me abscond-
ed from the PDP guber pri-
maries in Ebonyi State even 
though he was in Ebonyi 
State that day.

What the Appeal Court 
has ordered was that the ap-
pellant be allowed to state his 
grouse with my candidacy 
having won a primary elec-
tion he absconded from. This 
does not in any way detract 
from the authenticity of  my 
candidacy.” 
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News Extra

S
hopping and retail 
business took anoth-
er level in Owerri 

the Imo state capital on 
Tuesday as a second out-
let of  Save More Market 
place opened its doors to 
customers and shoppers 
alike in the Irete axis of  
the metropolis. 

At the opening cere-
mony, it was a gathering 
of  stakeholders of  in the 
retail business, host com-
munity stakeholders and 
the financial industry. 

Chairman/CEO of  
SaveMore Market Place, 
Mr Ogochukwu Emeni-
ke while welcoming 
guests disclosed that the 
project was for the bene-
fit of  Irete people, Owerri 
metropolis and Igbo land 
in general. 

It was one turn of  com-
mendation to the oth-
er in admiration of  the 
groundbreaking invest-
ment. Chairman of  the 
occasion Mr Moses An-
yaemeka advised staff  to 
work for the betterment 
of  the establishment in 
order not to let it down as 
it has come to contribute 
its own quota in eradi-
cating poverty, reducing 
unemployment and con-
tributing to the growth of  
the economy. 

Chief  Chika Emeni-
ke, the older brother to 
the Save More business 
guru,  who presides as 
CEO Kotec Group, cov-
ering investments in the 
southeast and beyond 
such as Tummy Tummy 
Noodles, Rento Hotels, 
Regime Gas plant, Ko-
tec Tiles etc spoke very 
warmly of  the Save More 
retail chain and its boss. 

The traditional ruler 
of  Irete Autonomous 
Community HRH Eze 
Ethelbert C. Ekwulibe, 
Agubiam 1 of  Irete Au-
tonomous Community, 
Youth leaders of  the host 
community, Access Bank 
PLC were all on ground 
to add colour to the 
grand opening.

Speaking to News 
Echo on his motivation 
for the big project t in-
cluding other issues Mr 
Ogochukwu had sever-
al words; “It’s a vision. 
I commit it to God be-

Owerri ‘ll reap all-round benefits of Save 
More Market Place – Emenike 

cause I believe in what 
God can do and today it 
has become a reality. 

When I came here this 
place was like a wilder-
ness with a lot of  build-
ings. I did some research 
and found out that there 
was an absence of  a 
recreational centre and 
shopping mall and I 
made up my mind that 
I was going to locate a 
shopping mall in order 
to ease the demand to 
meet up with daily needs 
because everything you 
want is here.

 People have advised 
me not to build this pro-
ject here in Owerri be-
cause of  Insecurity and 
others things, I told them 
that there is no law that 
says something good 
cannot come to Owerri 
and God directed me. 

I had other places to 
build but I did it in order 
to promote Owerri, Igbo 
land and the indigents of  
this vicinity.” 

“Some of  the residents 
here if  they want to buy 
their foodstuff, they will 
go into Owerri main for 
shopping and not every-
body will have the oppor-
tunity to go there because 
of  the distance so that 
they will see their value 
of  their money. 

They buy here in a 
comfortable environment 
their original products. In 
terms of  employment, i 
was asked how this num-
ber of  people can work 
here. I said all of  them 
have their duties and ob-
ligations.” 

Continuing, he dis-
closed; “We have 120 
staff  on shift and it will 
rise up to 210 when we 
begin full operation be-
cause we have other sec-
tions of  this place that 
have not yet kicked off. 
Bakery, Barbing Saloon, 
Restaurant etc, they will 
come up when we fin-
ish.”

 In this time of  inflation 
and economic crunch 
where many are shying 
away from making huge 
investments, Mr Ogo-
chukwu spoke on his 
confidence in a positive 
return of  investment. 

“If  I may say, an entre-

From L-R, Eze Ekwulibe of Irete Community, Chief Chika Emenike, CEO Kotec Group, Rev Fr. Humphrey Nwaojoko and 
CEO Of Save More Market Place Mr Ugochukwu Emenike during the of�cal opening of the shopping mall in Owerri, 
Tuesday.

Okorocha condemns Awommama killing 
of 14 Imo youths

F
ormer Governor of  
lmo state and Sen-
ator Representing 

lmo West senatorial Dis-
trict, Senator Rochas Oko-
rocha, has condemned the 
killing of  about fourteen 
(14) young men at Awom-
ama, in Oru- East Local 
Government, lmo State, 
on Monday, July 18, 2022. 
He also regretted the kill-
ing. 

In a release signed by 
the senator’s Special Ad-
viser (Media) Sam On-
wuemeodo, Okorocha 
noted that with these kill-
ings going on in lmo State 
and in Orlu Zone in Par-
ticular,  for more than two 
years now, the   worrisome 
culture of  killing is uncon-

sciously  being enthroned 
in a  state,  that had long 
before now, been  known 
for   peace,  tolerance,  love  
for one another and com-
munal living . 

Okorocha regretted the 
conflicting reports, claims 
and counter-claims on the 
Awomama incident.  

While the Governor 
of  lmo state, Chief  Hope 
Uzodinma, was quoted 
to have said that, the Di-
rector of  State Services, 
confirmed to him that they 
carried out the operation 
that led to the killing of  the 
young men in question, 
the Community where 
the unfortunate incident 
happened said, it was the 
“ Ebubeagu “ operatives 

that carried out the killing 
of  the 14 people while they 
were coming back from a 
wedding. 

Okorocha said, beyond 
these claims and coun-
ter-claims, the disturb-
ing thing is that, human 
lives were involved.  And 
should be a thing of  wor-
ry and concern to all and 
sundry. 

He noted that,   each 
time such killings took 
place, there would al-
ways be claims and coun-
ter-claims. Accusations 
and counter accusations, 
while the killings have con-
tinued unabated. He said, 
lmo people are not known 
for all these and are tired 
of  these killings. 

preneur is someone who 
takes risks. I have taken 
the risk and let’s watch to 
see the outcome of  it.” 

The economy is not 
good per se but as far as 
this place is concerned, 
we buy at reduced price 
from manufacturers and 
equally sell at more af-
fordable rates to custom-
ers. 

People are still eating 
even as the economy is 
hard. People still look 

for their daily need, we 
are there for both strata, 
the high and low income 
earners.

Speaking further on the 
security of  the business 
enterprise, “We have 
started having neigh-
bourhood meetings with 
the community, we do 
not have any issue with 
them, they have started 
complying. 

You can see the Eze of  
Irete community is here. 

They all take it as part of  
their own. The message 
is for them to get that ori-
entation of  taking things 
as their own.

 Don’t always look for 
how to run the place 
down. People are not in-
terested in doing business 
in Owerri because they 
say the youths are not 
employable but we are 
human mangers so that 
they can change.”

 My wife is Director, I 
am Chairman. She has 
been supervising our Orji 
axis. I will not always be 

available all the time be-
cause of  other business 
interests’.

For the future, he dis-
closed that growth is 
where he sees Save More 
Market place.

 “In every business the 
objective is growth and 
we have that in mind. We 
opened Orji outlet on the 
13th December 2019 and 
full operations kicked off  
in January of  2022.

“Just over two years. 
We hope that after two 
years from now, we shall 
see another one.”

Okorocha called on 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari and the lnspector 
General of  Police, to look 
into the killings that have 
been going on in lmo State, 
especially in Orlu Senato-
rial District of  the State, to 
know the truth about these 
killings and halt further 
killings. 

He noted that, lmo peo-
ple would welcome, Fed-
eral Government backed 
Judicial Commission of  
inquiry into the Security 
situation in lmo State and 
the associated killings, 
with a view to arrest the 
ugly situation. He, how-
ever extended his Condo-
lences to the affected fam-
ilies.

… Says 210 staff capacity has reduced micro unemployment



Why suspected criminals’ hideouts 
were demolished in Lokpanta Garki 
market - Commissioner, LGA Chairman
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Traders decry the demolition of shops
by OCDA without notice
By Grace Ofurum

T
raders doing business 
around Rapour junc-
tion/ Helen shir lif  

road  Amakaohia in Owerri 
has lamented over the sudden 
demolition of  their shops by 
the Owerri Capital Develop-
ment Agency OCDA without 
proper notice.

The demolition which took 
place on Saturday morning 
displaced most of  the shop 
owners around the area as 
most of  the affected victims 
condemned the act as an injus-
tice meted to them by the Imo 
state government through it’s 
Development agency.

Our correspondents who 
visited the area spoke with 
some of  the shop owners who 
described the incidence as un-
called for and an act of  wick-
edness by the OCDA.

They disclosed that the gov-
ernor Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma visited the area on Friday 
and informed them to vacate 
the area within a space of  
7days but were surprised how 
they woke up with the news 
of  the demolition the follow-
ing morning of  Saturday.

Speaking to News Echo , 
Mr Owo Oliver, who owns 
a restaurant  in the  area dis-
closed that his shop was de-
molished within a shortest 
notice.

Oliver who is physically 

challenged  lamented that he 
equally lives inside a corner of  
the shop with his family. He 
revealed that the shop is his 
only source of  livelihood and 
does not know what else to do 
as he has been displaced and 
his business destroyed.

He maintained that after the 
incident that led to the ampu-
tation of  one of  his hands, he 
decided to run the food busi-
ness to at least fend for his 
family instead of  begging but 
his plans has been cut short 
by the sudden demolition. He 
stated that he was almost beat-
en at the process of  trying to 
remove somethings from his 
shop.

Also speaking to NewsEcho 
an undergraduate who sells 
fruits with some members 
of  his family at the spot who 
spoke on annonymity dis-
closed that since the ASUU 
strike began she has kept her-
self  busy with the fruits busi-
ness as she can’t do anything 
unwholesome in a bid to 
make money.

The undergraduate whose 
business seems like the only 
source of   livelihold for the 
family insisted that the moth-
er who owns the business has 
produced four graduates who 
are not employed yet but also 
depend on the fruits business 
as their  source of  feeding and 
expressed displeasure over the 
action of  the state government 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Commis-
sioner for homeland 
security, Chief  Sop-

uruchi Bekee has explained 
the reasons behind the demo-
litions of  suspected criminals’ 
hideouts inside Lokpanta 
cattle market in Umunneochi 
LGA of  the State.

He said the shanties served 
as a preparatory and take off  
ground for kidnappers and 
other criminal elements who 
attacked unsuspected citizens.

In a statement the Com-
missioner signed, he noted 
that “We recently arrested a 
kidnapper who is a member 
of  the gang terrorizing trave-
lers around the area. For the 
avoidance of  doubt, the dem-
olition was carried out by se-
curity agencies and represent-
atives of  the government of  
Abia State based on verified 
information that criminals are 
using the place as launching 
pad to attack and kidnap cit-
izens.” 

Bekee made it clear that the 
ongoing operations within 
that axis are aimed at rooting 

out criminal elements, add-
ing that no stone would be 
left unturned until the aim is 
achieved. 

The Commissioner for 
homeland security further 
appreciated citizens and resi-
dents of  the area for providing 
needed information and as-
sured that security of  lives and 
property of  the people would 
at every time be assured. 

Also supervising the dem-
olition of  the suspected crim-
inals’ hideout, the executive 
Chairman of  Umunneochi 
LGA, Chief  Ifeanyi Madu ex-
plained that the exercise was in 
accordance with the directives 
of  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
who is doing everything possi-
ble to restore total security in 
Umunneochi.

 Chief  Madu stated that the 
demolished shanties served as  
hideout for criminal elements, 
making it clear that no crimi-
nal activity would be tolerated 
in Umunneochi. 

He explained that second 
phase of  the demolition ex-
ercise had already been car-
ried out and promised that 
the third phase would still be 
done.

Sen. Nnachi at the scene of the A�kpo landslide.

Estate investor urges govt to create means 
of solving housing deficit in Imo
By Ikenna Orioha

I
n order to solve housing 
deficit in Imo State, an 
author and Real Estate 

Investor, Prince Joel Esq, has 
urged the Imo State Gov-
ernment to ensure to create 
admissible means to solve 
housing deficit in the state 
by way of  bringing in private 
estate developers or investors 
into the state to invest as well 
as expand housing develop-
ment to the rural areas.

He said one of  the criti-
cal ways of  solving housing 
issues in Imo State is for 
government to make the 
process of  registering lands 
easy, which he added should 
not be cumbersome as being 
witnessed today in the state, 
regretting that there is high 
cost of  house rent in Imo 
State given to cumbersome 
charge of  fee on registration 
and documentation of  land 
by government from real es-
tate investors.

Prince Joel, while making 
the urge in an interview with 

journalists in Owerri, last 
week, during the launching 
of  his 3 books titled “Compi-
lation of  Article on Law and 
Property Simplified in Nige-
ria, Real Estate Investment: 
Due Diligent Guide and 
Understanding Your Rights 
as a Landlord or Tenant in 
Nigeria”, told government 
to look inwards as to bring in 
and encourage real estate de-
velopers or investors to add 
to the housing development 
in the state to ease citizens 
the burden of  lack of  house, 
frowning that many citizens 
are under housed in Imo.

“Housing will continue 
to be a problem in Nigeria. 
Today, I can tell you with-
out mincing words that Imo 
State is under housed. Many 
citizens are tenants. Hence 
we need private estate devel-
opers to come in and support 
the government who has the 
responsibility to make their 
entry easy. For example, 
you have acquired land from 
the community, the process 
of  registering it should be 

easy. It should not be cum-
bersome and investors will 
come in and invest. By the 
time we begin to have satel-
lite towns like Lagos State, 
Imo State will develop more 
in terms of  housing. What 
stops us from moving to the 
end of  Ohaji.

“As a matter of  fact, the 
whole of  Portharcourt Road 
further down, going to 
Omagwa, right and left are 
almost sold. 

So, until government be-
gins to develop expansions 
and satellite cities the hous-
ing deficit will remain. Every-
body must not be at the heart 
of  Owerri. Development 
needs to be extended to the 
rural areas”, he maintained.

He stressed that the fraud-
ulent intent of  most com-
munity land owners who he 
said most often disguise to 
sell lands to more than one 
person or two persons is a big 
challenge, emphasising that 
“the law is settled on if  it is 
a community land the head 
of  the family must consent to 

to destabilize them.
She maintained that she 

isn’t against the beautifica-
tion or the development of  
the state by the government 
but said that a proper notice 
should have saved them all 
the stress.

According to her, some of  
the shop owners were not giv-
en time to remove their Items 
from the shop as the officials 

of  OCDA resisted their ef-
forts. The mother also decried 
the action as she maintained 
that her source of  training her 
children has been badly affect-
ed, she told newsEcho that  
some of  the fruits she brought 
at a higher amount has spoilt 
because she couldn’t finish 
selling them off  before the 
time of  the demolition.

She further called on the 

government to use the proper 
approach inorder not to com-
plicate the already hardship 
people are going through in 
the country. A resident in 
the area, Mr Excellence con-
demned the action of  OCDA 
as he stated that serving a no-
tice of  7 days as earlier stated 
by the governor should have 
been upheld by the OCDA 
officials instead of  the unwan-

ton hardship they have thrown 
people into.

He said it’s an act of  wick-
edness and urged the govern-
ment to be considerate in their  
policies and actions.

He further demanded that 
proper compensation should 
be done by the government to 
enable the victims not to out-
rightly feel the impact of  the 
demolition.

the transaction, but you see 
people impersonating to sell 
land and these are fraudulent 
practices.

 If  you go to the police 
today 90% criminal matters 
being attended to are within 
real estate transaction. If  you 
go to EFCC the same thing, 
if  you go to court, it is the 
same thing, as court is con-
gested with land matters, be-
cause people end up buying 
levigation having failed to do 
due diligence and that is ac-
tually what the book covers”.

He reiterated that the books 
are hand books which easi-
ly direct real estate investors 
and tenants to be diligent in 
order not to be defrauded nor 
their rights tampered.

 “These books were written 
to satisfy the yearning desires 
of  tenants to know their rights 
because landlords trample on 
rights of  tenants”, encourag-
ing interested people to em-
brace real estate because it is 
a very huge opportunity as a 
lot of  companies are coming 
and tapping from its gains.



Ohanaeze eulogizes 
Peter Obi @ 61
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News

By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, Sena-
tor Hope Uzodimma has 
described the youths who 

were allegedly murdered by 
operatives of  Imo security 
outfit known as Ebubeagu 
at Awomamma in Oru East 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State on their way back 
from a traditional marriage 
ceremony as bandits.

He described the claims 
that they were innocent 
youths killed at a wedding 
venue as a distractive propa-
ganda and blackmail, adding 
that his government will not 
be distracted in her quest to 
protect the lives and property 
of  Imo citizens.

The governor spoke on 
Monday after the Imo State 
Security Council meeting, 
saying that the government 
had been briefed on the inci-
dent by the Director of  State 
Services, in an interim report 
made available to members 
of  the Security Council.

Uzodimma added that the 
DSS Director confirmed that 
his men carried out an oper-
ation in a Camp at Awom-
amma, with the assistance of  
their informant and not at a 
wedding place as claimed by 
the youths and that it was in 
the process that some bandits 
were neutralised.

He said while the Securi-
ty Council awaits detailed 
report on the incident, it is 
important that the public are 
wary of  those using the inci-
dent as propaganda tool to 
blackmail the security agen-
cies and the government. 

Imo Governor’s hometown in turmoil

Also Uzodimma describe 
as fallacy, the claim on the so-
cial media and sections of  the 
traditional media about a 15 
year old girl allegedly impreg-
nated in the DSS detention.

He said security report dis-
closed that two ladies were 
caught with bandits about six 
months ago and have been 
helping the DSS in identify-
ing and arresting other dan-
gerous bandits in the state.

He said, “Incidentally, the 
so-called 15 year old lady 
happens to be the girl friend 
to a key gang leader of  the 
bandits terrorizing the state 
and on the trail of  the DSS 
operatives.

“Security report has shown 
that the fleeing gang leader 
had reached out to his spon-
sors who have resorted to 
using the 15 year old lady 
in question to blackmail the 
DSS and divert attention.

The whole thing boils down 
to propaganda and blackmail 
targeted at the Security agen-
cies.

“You know I will never al-
low anything ungodly to hap-
pen in Imo State. Their target 
is to puncture the relative 
peace the security agencies 
have helped us to achieve in 
Imo State and we are deter-
mined to sustain the peace. 
We won’t be deterred. No 
amount of  propaganda will 
make us to loose focus “.

Meanwhile while briefing 
newsmen on the incident, 
the Director, Department of  
State Services (DSS) in Imo 
State, said it was a sting op-
eration with the help of  an 
ESN gang member, Chinon-

Demolition Task Force bringing down stalls in parts of Onitsha Main Market.

T
he apex Igbo socio-cul-
tural organisation, the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 

has felicitated with the La-
bour Party presidential can-
didate, Peter Obi on his 61st 
birth anniversary.

The former Anambra State 
governor who was born on 
July 19, 1961 will clock 61 
years on Tuesday.

A goodwill message issued 
by the Publicity Secretary of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Chiedoz-
ie Alex Ogbonnia, described 
the LP candidate as a “reject-
ed stone that has finally be-
come the chief  corner stone”.

Ohanaeze assured Obi that 
prosperity would continue to 
celebrate his legacy even in 
thousand years to come.

According to Ogbonnia 
Obi was able to use his mor-
als, uprightness, persuasions 
to change the political narra-

tives of  the country.
Part of  the message reads, 

“The President General of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide, Ambassador Professor 
George Obiozor feels highly 
elated that the rejected stone 
has seamlessly become the 
cornerstone that gravitates 
the Nigerian grassroots in-
cluding men and women of  
timber and caliber.

“My brother, Okwute, 
be assured that in over one 
thousand years to come, July 
19 will remain a day in histo-
ry: a day a great African was 
born into Agulu community, 
Anambra State, Nigeria.

“A man who with a mere 
force of  morals, uprightness, 
persuasions and goodwill 
was able to change the po-
litical narratives of  the most 
populous and backward Afri-
can country”.

Armed robbers kill UNN undergraduate in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

M
iss Chiamaka 
Okeke, a 23-year-
old student of  

History and International 
Studies at the University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu 
State, has been stabbed to 
death by armed robbers in 
Anambra State. News Echo 
gathered that the incident 
happened at a Shawarma 
spot in Enugwu-Ukwu com-
munity in Njikoka Council 
Area of  the State, where 
the deceased was said to be 
working temporarily as a 
result of  the ongoing strike 
action embarked upon by 
the Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities.

It was gathered that the 

incident happened on July 
10, 2022. Narrating the in-
cident to our correspondent 
on Monday, the brother of  
the deceased, who identified 
himself  as Samuel Okeke, 
blamed the unfortunate death 
of  his sister on ASUU strike 
and the Federal Government.

Okeke, also a student of  
the Nnamdi Azikiwe Univer-
sity, Awka, Anambra, said 
Chiamaka, who had been at 
home because of  the ASUU 
strike, decided to get a job 
at a Shawarma spot, located 
around Ezi Alias Junction, 
Enugwu-Ukwu in Anambra. 
He said the deceased decid-
ed to get the temporary job 
in her bid to lessen financial 
burdens on their parents as 
well as get engaged in activity 
rather than staying idle.

According to him, on the 
said date, at around 9:30pm, 
when the deceased and other 
employees were locking the 
shop, they were attacked by 
a gang of  robbers who asked 
her to surrender her phone.

He said, “An eyewitness 
told us that the robbers re-
quested for Chiamaka’s 
handset, but she had told 
them that she was not with a 
phone but they went ahead to 
drag her bag and stabbed her 
multiple times on the stom-
ach and chest.

 “She didn’t even resist 
them or argue with them. 
They just killed my sister for 
nothing. She was just trying 
to make ends meet because 
of  this ASUU palaver.

 “I will never forgive ASUU 
and the Federal Government 

so Mmerem, earlier arrested 
by the operatives.

He said the gang who were 
gathered to plan for the en-
forcement of  the illegal sit-
at-home the following day, 
Monday 18 July, opened fire 
on siting operatives of  the 
DSS and was consequent-
ly repelled with a superior 
firepower of  the operatives, 
leading to the death of  about 
seven of  them.

He led newsmen to the al-
leged member of  ESN in DSS 
detention, Mmerem Chinon-
so who allegedly led the DSS 
to the alleged hideout of  his 
members where the said gang 
members were shot dead.

Fielding questions from 
newsmen, Chinonso Mmer-
em who said he hails from 
Amiri Ubahu Azu in Imo 
State said he was a member of  
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) and its militia wing, 
the Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) for over a year. He said 
he was arrested by the DSS at 
his hometown about a week 
before the incident where 
he led DSS operatives to the 
hideout of  his gang members.

On his involvement with 
Sunday incident where over 
fifteen youths of  Otulu were 
allegedly murdered in cold 
blood by alleged operatives 
of  Ebubeagu, he said they 
led DSS officers to their new 
camp at Awomamma where 
they killed many of  them and 
others escaped with bullet 
wounds.

“Yes I was there. We were in 
convoy. It was along the road 
at the place they are camp-
ing. We saw them; TUYC, 
Njaba and those guys. They 
were gathered there. Their 
motorcycles were parked by 
the side. They were gathered 

there drinking. We met them 
there and we started shoot-
ing. Many of  them died there, 
some of  them ran away”.

On how he managed to get 
information that the group 
was meeting at that spot on 
that fateful day, having been 
in DSS detention for over a 
week, he said, “I know that 
if  you want to catch them, 

it will be on a Sunday when 
they gather to plan on how to 
go and do work on Monday 
lockdown.

Mmerem who mentioned 
the names of  some of  their 
alleged members and some 
of  their camps, including the 
one at Orsu Ihitteukwa which 
he described as their federal 
camp, said he has repented 
and called on all other youths 
who are still operating as 
members of  IPOB/ ESN to 
repent from it, as according to 
him, there is no life there”.

However, Socio economic 
activities were brought to a 

halt in Awomamma and en-
virons, Monday as women 
and youths protested the al-
leged massacre of  14 persons 
by alleged Ebubeagu security 
outfit. The youths and wom-
en in their numbers blocked 
the ever busy Owerri, Onitsha 
road, mourning the killing of  
the 14 youths who they said 
were killed while returning 
from a traditional wedding.

The protesters carrying 
placards with different in-
scriptions insisted that peace 
will only return in the state 
when government disbands 
Ebubeagu.

for this! My sister did not de-
serve to die. How much was 
the salary that she was even 
paid? How long has she even 
worked there? My sister was 
just killed because of  the in-
eptitude and uncaring coun-
try we live in.”

When contacted on the 
matter, the state Police 
Spokesman, DSP Ikenga 
Toochukwu, said the infor-
mation was not brought be-
fore the police.

Ikenga, therefore, asked the 
family members of  the de-
ceased to come forward and 
provide more information for 
proper investigation.

“Please, let him come for-
ward to provide us with more 
information for proper inves-
tigation,” the PPRO added.

... Women, youths protest alleged mass killing in Awomamma   

... Youths killed in Imo are bandits - Uzodimma

... Arrested gang member gave Ebubeagu opration info - - DSS
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R
ussian forces kept up 
their bombardment of  
cities across Ukraine, 
with intense shelling of  

Sumy in the north, cluster bombs 
targeting Mykolaiv and a missile 
strike in Odesa in the south, au-
thorities said on Tuesday.

After failing to capture the cap-
ital Kyiv at the outset of  the inva-
sion on Feb 24, Russia has shift-
ed to a campaign of  devastating 
bombardments to cement and 
extend its control of  Ukraine’s 
south and east.

Ukraine says Russian forces 
have intensified long-distance 
strikes on targets far from the 
front, killing large numbers of  ci-
vilians. Moscow says it is hitting 
military targets.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy says Russia had 
fired more than 3,000 cruise 
missiles and uncountable artil-
lery shells during the five-month 
conflict.

Over the weekend, Zelenskiy 
suspended the country’s security 
chief  and top prosecutor, saying 
they failed to purge Russian spies 
from their organizations.

Despite his disclosure of  Rus-
sian penetration of  the SBU, U.S. 
officials on Monday said Wash-
ington would continue sharing 
intelligence that U.S. officials 
have said Kyiv uses to respond 
to Moscow’s attacks. This week 
could be pivotal for European 
countries concerned about the 
impact of  war and sanctions on 
gas supplies.

Russia is due to reopen its main 
natural gas pipeline to Germany, 
Nord Stream 1, in coming days 
after regular maintenance, but 
Europeans are worried Moscow 

could keep it closed.
Russia’s Gazprom, which op-

erates the pipeline, has told cus-
tomers in Europe it cannot guar-
antee gas supplies because of  
“extraordinary” circumstances, 
according to a letter seen by Reu-
ters, upping the ante in an eco-
nomic tit-for-tat with the West.

Heavy Bombardment
In Odesa, a Russian missile 

strike injured at least four people, 
burned houses to the ground and 
set other homes on fire, Oleksii 
Matsulevych, a spokesman for 
the regional administration, said 
on his Telegram channel.

Russia strikes cities across Ukraine, 
gas supplies in focus

Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in the Donbas region.

Russian forces targeted 
Mykolaiv with cluster shells 
Monday, injuring at least two 
people and damaging windows 
and roofs of  private houses, the 
Ukrainian city’s mayor Oleksan-
dr Senkevich said in a social me-
dia post.

More than 150 mines and 
shells had been fired on the Sumy 
region, Dmytro Zhyvytskyi, the 
head of  the Sumy regional mili-
tary administration, said on Tel-
egram.

“They fired mortars, barrel and 
rocket artillery. The Russians also 
opened fire using machine guns 

T
he Turkish veto against 
the Swedish and Finn-
ish NATO accession 
was only lifted last 

month. But President Erdogan 
has repeated his threats of  block-
ing the bids.

President Erdogan has raised 
the possibility of  again blocking 
Finland and Sweden from join-
ing NATO

Turkish President Recep Tayy-

ip Erdogan said on Monday that 
he would freeze the bids from 
Finland and Sweden to join the 
NATO alliance if  they do not 
keep the promises they made 
to secure Turkey’s support last 
month.

The bids from Sweden and 
Finland — who decided to join 
NATO after decades of  neutrality 
following the Russian invasion of  
Ukraine — were initially blocked 

by alliance member Turkey over 
claims that the Scandinavian 
countries were supporting “ter-
rorism.”

The three countries signed an 
agreement at a NATO summit in 
Madrid in July, which saw An-
kara lift its veto in exchange for 
pledges from Stockholm and Hel-
sinki on counter-terrorism and 
arms exports.

Erdogan, however, renewed his 
threat of  vetoing their accession if  
he believes the two bidding coun-
tries are not implementing their 
agreements. He added that Swe-
den is currently “not showing a 
good image.”

What does Turkey expect from 
the agreement?

Public support for joining 
NATO shot up in both Sweden 
and Finland after Russia invaded 
Ukraine.

Their announced bids were 
initially warmly welcomed by 

NATO and most of  its members, 
but Turkey threw up a roadblock 
to what many had considered 
would be a speedy process.

Ankara has accused both coun-
tries of  supporting Kurdish mili-
tants and providing a safe haven 
for those who have fled Turkey. 
It has requested the return of  in-
dividuals that Ankara has called 
“terrorists.”

Erdogan has previously said 
that part of  the agreement was 
for Sweden to extradite 73 people 
to Turkey to face trial. Sweden 
has denied agreeing to any such 
measures.

The Scandinavian country has 
taken in people fleeing from per-
secution in Turkey. Many oppo-
nents of  Erdogan’s — including 
lawmakers, human rights activists 
and journalists — have ended up 
in prison often on what are gen-
erally considered trumped-up 
charges. 

and grenade launchers,” he said.
Kyiv hopes the war is at a turn-

ing point, with Moscow having 
exhausted its offensive capabili-
ties in seizing a few small cities 
in the east, while Ukraine now 
fields long-range Western weap-
ons that can strike behind Rus-
sian lines.

Kyiv cites a string of  success-
ful strikes on 30 Russian logistics 
and ammunition hubs, which it 
says are crippling Russia’s artil-
lery-dominated forces that need 
to transport thousands of  shells 
to the front each day.

In a Facebook post on Monday, 

President Erdogan

Ukraine’s top military command-
er, General Valery Zaluzhny, 
credited U.S.-supplied advanced 
long-range rocket systems known 
as HIMARS with helping to 
“stabilize the situation” through 
“major strikes at enemy com-
mand points, ammunition and 
fuel storage warehouses.” Russia 
said on Monday that Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu had or-
dered the military to concentrate 
on destroying Ukraine’s West-
ern-supplied rockets and artillery.

European Union foreign min-
isters on Monday agreed to pro-
vide Ukraine with another 500 
million euros ($504 million) in 
EU funds for arms, raising the 
bloc’s support to 2.5 billion euros 
since Moscow invaded on Feb. 
24.

In the south, Ukraine is prepar-
ing a counterattack to recapture 
the biggest swath of  territory tak-
en since the invasion. Ukraine 
reported destroying Russian mis-
sile systems, communications, 
radar, ammunition depots and 
armoured vehicles in strikes in 
the southern Kherson region.

In the east, Ukrainian forc-
es withdrew at the start of  July 
from Luhansk, one of  two prov-
inces Russia claims on behalf  of  
its separatist proxies. Kyiv says 
Moscow is planning another as-
sault to capture the last Ukrain-
ian-held pocket of  neighbouring 
Donetsk province. President 
Vladimir Putin says his assault 
on Ukraine is a “special military 
operation” to demilitarise Rus-
sia’s neighbour and root out dan-
gerous nationalists. Kyiv and the 
West call it an attempt to recon-
quer a country that broke free of  
Moscow’s rule in 1991. 



h e  N i g e r  S t a t e TPolice command 
has paraded ten 

n o t o r i o u s  s u s p e c t s , 
including a female over 
alleged thuggery, youth 
restiveness in Minna, the 
State capital.

I t  a l s o  a r r e s t e d  a 
gangster who has been on 
the run after stabbing to 
death one Muhammed of  
Kwangila,  Minna last 

peratives of  Delta 

OS t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command have 

arrested a 23-year-old 
m a n ,  G o d s p o w e r 
Adigheti, who allegedly 
macheted his girlfriend, 
Gift Oloku, a student of  
Delta State Polytechnic, 
O z o r o,  t o  d e a t h  f o r 
destroying his iPhone 11 
PRO MAX mobile phone. 

The incident was said 
t o  h ave  o c c u r r e d  o n 
Saturday, July 16, 2022 at 
Ozoro, Isoko North Local 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

It was gathered that 
Adigheti and the deceased 
lady, Gift Oloku, had had 
an altercation, which 
resulted in a fight. 

A source, which craved 
anonymity, said the lady, 
until her death, cohabited 
with the suspect and had a 
baby girl for him.

ome gunmen have 

Sabducted a farm 
supervisor on the 

f a r m  o f  a  f o r m e r 
Governor of  Oyo State, 
late Adebayo Alao-Akala.

Alao-Akala, who was 
an indigene of  Ogbomoso, 
ruled the state as governor 
between 2007 and 2011.

The farm worker, 
who hails from Gbongan 
i n  A y e d a a d e  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area  in 
O s u n  S t a t e ,  w a s 
kidnapped on the farm 
named TDB farms located 
in Jabata in Surulere Local 
Government Area in Oyo 
State.

It was gathered on 
Tuesday that the worker, 
Christopher Bakare was 
kidnapped around 7 pm 
on Saturday by gunmen 
suspected to be Fulani 
herdsmen.

The kidnappers are 
also demanding the sum 
of  N100m as ransom.

A close source to the 
Alao-Akala family and an 
indigene of  Ogbomoso, 
confirmed the abduction 
to newsmen on Tuesday.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
matter has been reported 
to the police.

“We have been trying 
to negotiate with them 
even though the police had 
been informed”.

A n o t h e r  s o u r c e 
added that Police Area 
Command in Ogbomoso, 
has been informed about 
the incident.

But, all efforts made 
to get a reaction from the 
Public Relations Officer 
o f  t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e 
c o m m a n d ,  A d e w a l e 
Osifeso proved to be 
abor t ive  as  ca l l s  put 

t h r o u g h  h i s  m o b i l e 
n u m b e r  w e r e  n o t 
successful while an SMS 
sent to him has not been 
replied as at the time of  
filing this report.

The source said the 
lady “had gone out and 
when she returned home, 
the boyfriend demanded to 
know where  she  was 
coming from”. 

In the process, the 
source said a fight broke 
out, and the girl destroyed 
the screen of  his iPhone 11 
Pro Max mobile phone. 

“That was how he 
a t t a c k e d  h e r  w i t h  a 
cutlass,” the source stated.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
i n c i d e n t  i n  a  s i g n e d 
statement made available 
to journalists, the Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) for Delta State 
Command, Bright Edafe, 
said that on July 16, 2022, 
the Divis ional  Police 
Officer in charge of  Ozoro 
Division received a distress 
call that one Godspower 
Adigheti, 23 years, of  
O r a m u d u  q u a r t e r s 

inflicted machete cuts on 
his 22-year-old girlfriend, 
one Gift Oloku. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
PPRO, the lady was taken 
to the hospital “where she 
was confirmed dead.” 

The police spokesman 
d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 
investigations revealed 
that a fight ensued between 
them over a disagreement, 
and “the suspect claimed 
that she damaged his 
iPhone 11 Pro Max phone 
while they were fighting, 
which angered him, and he 
used a machete on her”. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
suspect is in custody, and 
an investigation is ongoing 
in the matter, the PPRO 
affirmed. 

n Iyaganku Family 

ACourt in Ibadan, on 
Tuesday, ordered 

t h a t  a n  1 8 - y e a r - o l d 
apprentice mechanic, Azeez 
Hammed, be remanded for 
allegedly defiling a three-
year-old girl.

The Chief  Magistrate, 
Mrs Patricia Adetuyibi, who 
did not take the plea of  
H a m m e d  f o r  w a n t  i n 
jurisdiction.

She  o rdered  tha t  he 
shou ld  be  r emanded  in 
Abolongo correction centre, 
pending legal advice from the 
Oyo State Director of  Public 
Prosecution (DPP).

She adjourned the case 
until Sept. 22, for mention.

Earlier, the Prosecution 
Counsel, Insp Folake Ewe, 
told the court that Hammed 
on July 1, at 1 p.m., he visited 
his colleague, who was sick 

and resides in Academy 
O l o m i  a r e a ,  O d o - O b a , 
Ibadan.

Ewe said he allegedly 
s e i z e d  t h e  v i c t i m ,  a 
neighbour's child in the same 

he Police Command Tin Ekiti State has 
arrested 15 suspected 

armed robbers, cultists and 
drug dealers in their hideout 
in Ado-Ekiti.

DSP Sunday Abutu, the 
Command's Spokesperson, 
disclosed this in a statement 
in Ado-Ekiti on Tuesday.

The suspects include 
Musa Madaki, 35; Abdullahi 
Umar, 25; Shola Adeyemi, 
43; Hawalu Ali, 45; Usman 
Amisu, 30; Haruna Usman, 
20; Yanusa Abubakar, 25; 
Usman Lawali, 20; and 
Ajayi Opeyemi, 20.

Others are Toheeb Isa, 
21; Ajiboye Michael, 19; 
Kayode Yinka, 20; Taiwo 
Michael, 20; Jimoh Zarheal, 
19; and David Henry, 36.

Abutu said the feat was 
part of  the ongoing effort of  
the command to rid the state 
of  criminal elements.

He said the operatives of  

the command on July 13, 
clamped down on a group of  
hoodlums in their hideout in 
Atikankan in Ado-Ekiti.

“During the operation 
carried out by the operatives 
of  the Rapid Response 
Squad (RRS), 15 suspected 
drug dealers, armed robbers 
and cultists were arrested,” 
he said.

He said two locally made 
single barrel guns, two axes, 
two locally made pistols and 
s o m e  w r a p s  o f  we e d s 
suspected to be Indian hemp 
were recovered from the 
suspects.

Abutu added that the 
s u s p e c t s  d u r i n g 
interrogation confessed to 
being members of  an armed 
robbery gang, illicit drug 
dealers and cultists.

He said the suspects 
would be arraigned in court 
as soon as investigations are 
concluded.

house the sick colleague and 
defiled.

Ewe said that the offence 
contravened the provisions of  
Section 34 of  the Oyo State 
Child Rights Law, 2006.

Angwan-Daj i ,  Ahmed 
Yunusa, aged 16yrs of  
Angwan-Daji, as well as 
Yakubu Sani, aged 15yrs of  
Angwan-Daji.

Others are Abdulganiu 
B e l l o ,  a g e d  1 7 y r s  o f  
Angwan-Daj i ,  Kasimu 
Mohammed, aged 23yrs of  
Angwan-Daj i ,  Adamu 
Yahuza, aged 16yrs of  
A n g w a n - D a j i ,  Yu s u f  
Zubairu, aged 19yrs of  El-
Amin Bakery, Tayi, and 
Yusuf  Bala, aged 18yrs of  
Keteren-Gwari, Minna.

According to him, the 
female suspect, Fatima 
Ibrahim was arrested in a 
premises at Angwan-Daji 
where she was found asleep 
u n d e r  i n t o x i c a t i o n 
following a complaint of  a 
strange person found within 

month.
The State Police Public 

Relations Officer, DSP 
Wasiu Abiodun said the 
arrest was part of  the 
command's continuous 
onslaught against thuggery, 
youth rest iveness  and 
disturbance of  public peace 
in Minna metropolis and its 
environs.

He explained that on 
Sunday the 17th of  July, 

the premises.
“During interrogation, 

she confessed that she was 
kept in the premises by 
Abdulrahman (Mailace) 
who later left to Tayi area 
after receiving a call of  a 
f i g h t  b e t w e e n  s o m e 
miscreants of  Bosso and 
Tayi area at Tayi junction.

“She confessed further 
that Abdulrahman picked a 
scissors and a knife while he 
went to join the fight and on 
return, he stated that they 
succeeded in the f ight 
having stabbed one of  the 
miscreants,” he stated.

Abiodun explained that 
Abdulrahman (Mailace) 
and Alhassan (Abba) were 
arrested, and through them 
other members were equally 
arrested and confessed to 

2022, the police tactical 
t eam ra ided  c r imina l 
hideouts in the metropolis 
at about 1630hrs leading to 
the arrest of  the suspects.

They include: Fatima 
Ib rah im,  aged  15yr s, 
f e m a l e  o f  Tay i  a r e a , 
Minna,  Abdulrahman 
Yahuza (a.k.a Mailace) 
aged 17yrs of  Angwan, 
Daji Alhassan Yau (a.k.a 
A b b a )  a ge d  1 5 y r s  o f  

have participated in the 
fight at Tayi junction on 
1 6 / 0 7 / 2 0 2 2  a t  a b o u t 
2100hrs.

Yusuf  Bala was arrested 
at Kwangila for stabbing 
o n e  M u h a m m e d  o f  
Kwangila to death during 
the miscreants' fight on 
04/06/2022 at Keteren-
Gwari area of  Minna. He 
has been on the run to 
Mokwa since after the 
unfortunate incident, but 
recently returned to Minna.

“Exhibits recovered 
from the suspects include: 
three (3) cutlasses, two (2) 
knives and one (1) scissors. 
A l l  s u s p e c t s  w i l l  b e 
ar raigned in cour t  for 
prosecution as soon as 
investigation is concluded,” 
he added.
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r e s i d e n t  PM u h a m m a d u  
Buhari on Tuesday 

officially unveiled the new 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Pe t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  
Limited, NNPC Limited, 
as a fully independent, 

ower supply will Pd r o p  b y  5 0 
m e g a w a t t s  o n 

Wednesday, it was learnt. 
The Transmiss ion 

Company of  Nigeria, in a 
statement, said the drop 
would be as a result of  
p l a n n e d  a n n u a l 
“preventive maintenance” 
on the line bay at Lekki 
Transmission Substation in 
Lagos. 

D u r i n g  t h e 
maintenance period, about 
50MW will be interrupted, 
affecting power supply to 
Lekki phase 1, Oniru, 
Elegushi, Waterfront, Igbo 
Efon and Twenty-first 
Century Estate in Lagos 
state. 

“ TC N  r e g r e t s  a l l 
inconvenience this might 
cause electricity consumers 
in the affected area,” the 
statement said.

The announcement 
came on the heels of  a 
promise by the Nigerian 
electr ic i ty  Regulator y 
Commission to deliver at 
l e a s t  5 0 0 0 M W  o f  
electricity to Nigerians 

starting from July 1. 
Checks showed that 

peak generation as of  3:24 
PM on Monday was put at 
3, 967MW, while the lowest 
generation was 3, 539MW, 
according to statistics from 
the Nigerian Electricity 
System Operator, NESO. 

T h e  N E R C  h a d 
responded to a widespread 
public clamour following 
c o n s i s t e n t  s y s t e m 
collapsing of  the power 
grid, over four incidents 
recorded so far this year.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
commission, all hands are 
on deck to ensure boost in 
power generation and 
s u p p ly  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y 
consumers, adding that all 
stakeholders, including gas 
firms had signed binding 
contracts to the effect. 

“Although there have 
been contracts in the past, 
they were not binding and 
the parties could decide not 
to honour them. But with 
the new agreement, we 
would make sure no party 
defaults once the contracts 
a r e  s i g n e d .  W h o eve r 

de fau l t s  w i l l  be  he ld 
responsible and will be 
s a n c t i o n e d ” ,  N E RC 
Chairman, Garba Sanusi 
had said during a media 
parley in Lagos. 

However, a metering 
expert, Sesan Okunade, 
had told The PUNCH that 
power generation was not 
what Nigeria should be 
battling to solve at the 
moment. 

“We have generated 
more than this before that 
h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  t o 
neighboring countries. Our 
problem is transmission 
and the  Disco  whose 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  n o t 
capable of  withholding the 
supply if  more power is 
t r ansmi t t ed  f rom the 
G e n c o.  S o m e  o f  t h e 
reasons for system collapse 
is the excess kilowatt not 
being collected by Disco 
due the technical and 
commercial loss.” 

He said NERC should 
mandate the Disco on good 
connection policy devoid 
of  the curweb currently in 
the network so that energy 

will be well accounted for; 
adding that this will assist 
in knowing if  more is to be 
transmitted to such Disco. 

“Good connection 
policy and investment in 
transformers to replace the 
obsolete one will assist in 
what is being generated to 
be effectively received by 
Discos”, he added. 

Experts say Nigeria 
needs atleast 30, 000MW 
to attain power sufficiency.

National President, 
Electricity Consumers 
Association of  Nigeria, 
Barr.  Chi j ioke James, 
questioned why NERC 
should still set a target of  
5000MW when Nigerian 
consumers were told years 
ago that the generation 
c a p a c i t y  w a s  o v e r 
6000MW. 

“We are therefore 
surprised that in 2022 
N E R C  i s  p r o m i s i n g 
delivery of  5000MW. 

This does not give 
consumers confidence that 
the current situation will 
change  for  the  bet ter 
soonest”, he said. 

commercial and profit 
oriented Energy Company.

The unveiling, which 
was in line with the 
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
Petroleum Industry Act, 
PIA 2021, made the new 
company the  larges t  

energy company in Africa.
NNPC's last audited 

a c c o u n t s  p u t  t h e  
company's total assets at 
N15.151 trillion as at 
December, 2020.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
colourful event at the State 

House, Abuja that featured 
performances from Asa 
and Dare Art Alade, 
President Buhari said after 
becoming a commercially 
oriented company, the 
company would no longer 
be given public funds to 

finance its operations.
According to him, 

“NNPC Limited will  
operate as a commercial, 
independent and viable 
NOC at par with its peers 
around the world, to 
sustainably deliver value to 
i ts  over  200 mil l ion 
shareholders and the 
global energy community, 
while adhering to its 
fundamental corporate 
va l u e s  o f  I n t e g r i t y,  
E x c e l l e n c e  a n d  
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y .
“ N N P C  L i m i t e d  i s  
mandated by law to ensure 
Nigeria's National Energy 
Security is guaranteed to 
support sustainable growth 
across other sectors of  the 
economy as it delivers 
energy to the world”.
Speaking earl ier,  the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  
Petroleum Resources, 
Chief  Timipre Sylva 
explained that the new 
company will demonstrate 
a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  
accountability to continue 
to win the hearts of  its 
s h a r e h o l d e r s .  
Chief  Sylva observed that 
the “the unveiling of  
NNPC Limited today is a 
new dawn in the quest for 
t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  
d eve l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
Nigerian Oil and Gas 
Industry, opening new 
vintages for partnerships”.
S p e a k i n g  o n  w h a t  
Nigerians and stakeholders 

should expect from NNPC 
Limited, its new Group 
Chief  Executive Officer, 
Mallam Mele Kyari said 
the new entity would be 
smarter and much more 
r e s p o n s i v e  i n  i t s  
o p e r a t i o n s .
He said: “You now have a 
smarter, more responsive 
a n d  m u c h  m o r e  
accountable company that 
must  act  wi thin  the  
p r e m i s e s  o f  a l l  t h e  
regulations that are in the 
c o u n t r y  f o r  p r i va t e  
companies and must also 
meet the standards of  best 
practice in terms of  
governance and making 
sure that all regulations.
“Beyond these, it will 
d e l i v e r  v a l u e  t o  
shareholders, which will 
come in two forms, one, 
that they will pay dividends 
and the second is that you 
must deliver energy to the 
country. That is what our 
shareholders are expecting 
from us and this company 
is now in a position to 
deliver both because it is 
now a nimble company 
that can act quickly.
“It can borrow more 
quickly and also return 
money quickly, and can 
a l so  make  dec i s ions  
quickly with the ability to 
ge t  t h e  b e s t  p e o p l e  
anywhere in the world. I 
am sure Nigerians will see 
a very different company in 
the coming days and 
months. I am sure that by 
the middle of  next year the 
company will be IPO 
ready. Meaning that it will 
have systems, process, line 
of  sight and profitability”, 
h e  a d d e d .
Kyari explained that as a 
private company, NNPC 
Limited is no longer 
expected to attend the 
Fe d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t  
Allocation Committee, 
F A A C ,  m e e t i n g .
“No more FAAC. We will 
pay our taxes, we will pay 
our royalties and we will 
deliver dividends to our 
shareholders”, he stated.
He also insisted the new 
company would have 
nothing to do with petrol 
subsidy, saying it was 
p u r e l y  a  F e d e r a l  
Government decision and 
p o l i c y .
He pointed out that in the 
supply of  petrol the Federal 
Government is now a 
c u s t o m e r  t o  N N P C  
L i m i t e d .
“NNPC will have no issue 
with this and NNPC will 
be happy to supply petrol 
because we see the state as 
our customer.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
NNPC Ltd will guarantee Nigeria's energy security, says Buhari

Power supply to drop again, TCN alerts Nigerians 
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Putin, Russian President      Hassan Rouhani, Iranian PM       Tayyip Erdogan, Turkish PM 

V
ladimir Putin is head-
ing to Tehran on his 
second visit outside 
Russia since the start 

of  the Ukraine war, where he 
will hold talks on lifting the 
Ukrainian grain blockade, the 
future of  Syria and the chanc-
es of  reviving the Iran nuclear 
deal with his Turkish and Irani-
an counterparts.

The Russian president’s 
three-way talks with Iran’s 
Ebrahim Raisi and Turkey’s 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan will be 
presented by the Kremlin as a 
sign of  Putin’s continuing in-
fluence in the region, after the 
recent visit to the Middle East 
by the US president, Joe Biden.

The three leaders are expect-
ed to meet each other bilater-
ally as well as together in the 
context of  the Astana Process, 
a dialogue set up by the three 
countries to resolve their differ-
ences over the future of  Syria, 
where all have military forces, 
but conflicting interests.

Erdogan will be seeking a sig-
nal from Putin that he is willing 
to lift the Russian naval block-
ade preventing Ukrainian grain 
leaving Black Sea ports. 

The EU has given undertak-
ings that it is not seeking to 
sanction Russian food, ship-
ping or fertilisers, but Putin has 
been avoiding Turkish calls to 
hold a joint meeting in Turkey 

Putin heads for Tehran for Iran-
Turkey talks over Ukraine

with Ukraine on the subject.
Turkey, a Nato member, has a 

special responsibility under the 
1936 Montreux convention for 
naval traffic entering the Black 
Sea. It is proposing that Rus-
sia allows the Ukrainian grain 
ships to leave Odesa on desig-
nated routes so long as checks 
are made that the vessels are not 
carrying arms.

“The issue of  Ukrainian grain 
shipment will be discussed with 
Erdogan … We are ready to 
continue work on this track,” 
Yuri Ushakov, foreign policy 
adviser to Putin, said on Mon-
day.

Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine 
– the world’s biggest wheat 

supplier – has sent prices for 
grain soaring across the world, 
compounding pre-existing food 
crises. Dozens of  ships have 
been stranded and 22m tonnes 
of  grain are stuck in silos at 
Ukrainian ports.

Hulusi Akar, the Turkish de-
fence minister, has said that 
Russia, Ukraine, Turkey and 
the UN would sign a deal this 
week on the grain exports corri-
dor after talks in Istanbul. 

A coordination centre is to 
be opened in Istanbul allowing 
routing of  those exports via the 
Black Sea.

Putin will be looking to use 
the talks to bolster regional op-
position to any US-proposed 

Zambia extradites Chinese filmmaker to Malawi 
to face racism, child abuse allegations

F
ugitive Chinese national 
Lu Ke was exposed by a 
BBC investigation that 
reported he had used lo-

cal children to film personalised 
greetings videos, some of  which 
included racist content.

ZAMBIAN authorities have 
extradited a Chinese filmmaker 
to neighbouring Malawi to face 
charges relating to racism and 
child exploitation.

Fugitive Chinese national Lu 
Ke was exposed by a BBC in-
vestigation, Africa Eye, which 
reported he had used local chil-
dren to film personalised greet-

ings videos, some of  which in-
cluded racist content.

Police in Malawi said that 
their counterparts in Zambia 
handed over Lu Ke to them on 
Saturday night in the Mchinji 
district, which borders Zambia, 
according to a Voice of  America 
report on Sunday.

In June, the Chinese national 
wanted in Malawi for filming 
children singing racist chants in 
Chinese was arrested in neigh-
bouring Zambia, an immigra-
tion official told media.

 “He was arrested in Chipata, 
Zambia, after fleeing the coun-

try through uncharted routes,” 
Malawi immigration spokesper-
son Pasqually Zulu said.

In one video, a young child, 9, 
is heard saying: “I am a monster 
with low IQ.”
In a statement last week, the 
Chinese embassy in Malawi con-
demned the acts of  racism by 
one of  its citizens.

“It shall be stressed that the 
Chinese government has zero 
tolerance for racism,” it said.

“China has been cracking 
down on unlawful online acts in 
the past years and will continue 
to do so. The embassy will close-

ly work with the Malawi side 
and see to it that this unfortunate 
issue be properly addressed.”

The ministry’s spokesperson 
John Kabaghe said: “We are try-
ing to manage whatever aspect 
of  this that involves us working 
with the Chinese government. 
For the rest of  the other aspects, 
those are internal issues that are 
being handled by internal state 
organs,”

The news sparked outrage in 
Malawi, with various rights or-
ganisations holding street pro-
tests and presenting a petition 
to the Chinese Embassy in the 
capital, Lilongwe. 

defence pacts between Gulf  
states and Israel, an idea that 
some in Washington see as a 
necessary bulwark if  Iran was 
to go ahead with its nuclear 
programme. Russia is a party to 
the nuclear talks that are stalled 
in Vienna due to a US refusal 
to lift sanctions on the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps.

 The US says these sanctions 
were not imposed due to the 
nuclear deal, but due to the 
IRGC’s malign activities across 
the region.

The talks may also touch on 
Iran’s long experience of  cir-
cumventing US sanctions, and 
whether there is a room for 
cooperation between Moscow 
and Tehran on defeating US 
measures. 

The long term vision is for 
the two countries to reduce de-
pendence on the dollar for trad-
ing, but in the short term there 
may be discussions over Russia 
buying Iranian drones for use in 
Ukraine.

The Russian ambassador to 
Tehran, Levan Dzhagaryan, 
said in an interview with the 
Shargh newspaper last Satur-
day that Iran and Russia were 
now in a “single fortress”

On Syria, the three guaran-
tors of  the peace process are 
expected to be joined by the 
Syrian foreign minister, Faisal 
al-Miqdad.

Turkey supports opposition 
groups and is threatening a 
fresh offensive in northern Syr-
ia, a move opposed by Tehran 
and Moscow. 



rsenal have been 

Aoffered the chance 
to sign Borussia 

Dortmund defender Manuel 
Akanji in a £21million 
t r ans f e r,  accord ing  to 
reports.

The Swiss defender, 27, 
has been told he will not 
feature in Edin Terzic's plans 
during his side's pre-season 
campaign and will likely be 
left out of  the squad for the 
2022-23 season.

And Gazzetta dello Sport 
have claimed Dortmund 

c h i e f s  h ave  c o n t a c t e d 
Arsenal as they look to 
offload the player.

The report points to the 
“breakup” between Akanji 
and the German giants.

He was a regular for 
Bundes l iga  r unners -up 
Dortmund last term but has 
been told he can leave 
following the signings of  
German inter nat ionals 
Nik la s  Su le  and  Nico 
Schlotterbeck.

However, with just one 
year left on his contract, it's 

unlikely clubs will fork out 
over £20m for the centre-
back.

Akanji has been linked 
with a move to the Emirates 
for over two years.

It's reported Arsenal are 
not the only Premier League 
side who have been offered 
the chance to sign the 41-cap 
Switzerland international.

T h e  o t h e r  c l u b s  i n 
question have not been 
named, but Chelsea are 
d e s p e r a t e l y  c h a s i n g 
defensive reinforcements.

The Blues have signed 
Kalidou Koulibaly this 
summer, but saw moves for 
Matthijs de Ligt and Nathan 
Ake collapse.

With Antonio Rudiger 
and Andreas Christensen 
both leaving – with Cesar 
Azpilicueta set to follow – 
Thomas Tuchel is chasing at 
least  two more central 
defenders.

Elsewhere, Manchester 
United have been linked 
with a swoop for Akanji in 
2022.

Arsenal are still in need of  
a new defender or two this 
summer.

Arteta has brought in 
forwards Gabriel Jesus, 
Marquinhos and Fabio 
Vieira this window, along 
with backup goalkeeper 

Matt Turner.
The Gunners chief  is keen 

to sign a central defender but 
is likely to snub Akanji.

Arteta is keen to find a 
left-sided centre-back to 
provide back up to Gabriel 
Magalhaes – or even replace 
h i m ,  w i t h  J u v e n t u s 
rumoured to be keen to sign 
him.

And with Ben White, Rob 
Holding and the returning 
William Saliba, the Spanish 
boss doesn't need another 
right-sided centre-back like 
Akanji.

Despite that, the Swiss 
star provides plenty of  
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e 
Bundesliga, Champions 
L e a g u e  a n d  o n  t h e 
international stage and 
would no doubt bolster their 

defence.
Should Arteta decide 

to pull the trigger on a 
£21m deal, it could spell 
the end for a current 
Gunners defender.

abriel Jesus has 

Gr e v e a l e d  t h a t 
technical director 

Edu played a key role in 
convincing him to join 
Arsenal this summer.

Jesus has hit the ground 
running at Arsenal since his 
£ 4 5 m  s w i t c h  f r o m 
Manchester City, scoring 
three goals in his opening 
two pre-season appearances.

“I'm happy to be here,” he 

told Sky Sports. “The way 
everyone has welcomed me 
has been amazing. They've 
made me feel at home and 
that's why it's started well on 
the pitch.

“Edu came to talk with 
me and asked me how I was 
feeling as a person and then 
after as a footballer in terms 
of  my future plans. The 
conversation I had with Edu 
was amazing because I was 

so happy with the project.
“Straightaway I said 'yes' 

as I felt my path was taking 
me to London. I don't want 
to be seen as the main man or 
the superstar here. I just want 
t o  p l ay  a n d  e n j oy  my 
football.

“I come to help and to 
learn with the guys. There 
are amazing players here so 
I've come to join a club 
where everyone wants to win 
together.”

Jesus reserved special 
praise for his former boss 
Pep Guardiola a hailed him 
as one of  the world's 'greatest 
managers '  fo l lowing  a 
successful five-and-a-half  
years in Manchester.

“ T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n 
between me and him was 
really good,” Jesus said of  
Guardiola. “I expected that 
because we had an amazing 
relationship [at Man City]. 
He called me when I was 
young  in  Braz i l  and  I 
accepted so I came to work 
with him.

“He is one of  the greatest 
managers of  all time. I have a 
good relationship with him.”

ergio Aguero believes 

SManchester City will 
miss Gabriel Jesus and 

Raheem Sterling heading 
i n t o  a n o t h e r  P r e m i e r 
League title defence.

It has been a big summer 
for Pep Guardiola, one of  
transition as two such key 
players moved to Arsenal 
and Chelsea respectively.

C l u b  c a p t a i n 
Fernandinho also left upon 
t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s 
contract while Oleksandr 
Zinchenko is in talks to join 
Jesus at Arsenal.

Erling Haaland and 
Kalvin Phillips have been 
City's two headline arrivals 
this summer as Guardiola 
undertakes a rebuild of  
squad who have largely 

played together for a number 
of  years.

Aguero, who won five 
Premier League titles with 
City across a glittering ten-
year  spe l l  a t  the  c lub 
between 2011 and 2021, has 
backed Haaland to succeed 
though did warn it could 
take time for him to adapt to 
Guardiola's methods.

“I think that an elite 
player like him will know 
how to reconcile his style 
with that of  Pep's teams,” 
Aguero wrote in his blog for 
Stake.com.

 “It may take a while, as 
it did in the beginning for 
me. But once he gets into 
gear everything will be 
simpler. I think he has the 
talent to fulfill what is asked 

e w  B o r u s s i a 

NDortmund signing 
Sebastien Haller 

has left their training camp 
a f t e r  a  t u m o u r  w a s 
discovered in his testicle, 
the Bundesliga club said on 
Monday.

The 28-year-old Ivory 
C o a s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
travelled back to Dortmund 
to undergo medical tests 
after feeling unwell.

“Th i s  news  today 
c a m e  a s  a  s h o c k  t o 
Sebastien Haller and to all 
of  us,” said BVB sporting 
director Sebastian Kehl.

“We will do everything 
in our power to ensure that 
he receives the best possible 

treatment.”
The club said Haller 

will be absent for an 
indefinite period.

H a l l e r  j o i n e d 
Dortmund from Dutch 
side Ajax Amsterdam on 
a  four -year  cont rac t 
earlier this month.

of  him, which are goals.”
Of  Jesus and Sterling, 

the 34-year-old wrote: 
“ B o t h  p l aye r s  we r e 
important in the City 
scheme. I'm sure City will 
miss them a lot as they are 
great players.

“There will be a new 
make-up of  the attack but 
this is a team with a great 
squad that will be ready 
for new challenges.”

uper Falcons are 

Sback in Casablaca 
ahead of  their third 

p l a c e  m a t c h  a g a i n s t 
Zambia on Friday.  The 
Falcons fought to the finish 
against hosts Morocco 
amidst odds in Rabat but 
missed the final via 5-4 
penalties.

Zambia on the other 
hand lost controversially to 
South Africa and will be 
hoping to make something 
out of  the third place 
match. Many say it will be 
a tall order for the girls  
from Lusaka to overcome 
wounded and yet very 
charged Falcons who had 

hit the Moroccan capital at 
the  beg inn ing  o f  the 
tournament with the hope 
of  lifting the continental 
diadem for the 10th time.

Meanwhile Nigerians 
have continued to hail the 
team for their impressive 
p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s p i t e 
semifinal defeat.

Many on social media 
and live radio programs 
maintained that the girls 
did their best especially 
playing with two women 
given marching orders in 
the early minutes of  the 
second half.

They charged the girls 
t o  f o r g e t  M o n d a y ' s 
disappointment and focus 
on teaching Zambia some 
football lessons in the third 
place match.

Edu convinced me to join Arsenal
– Gabriel Jesus

Bundesliga: Haller diagnosed
with testicular tumour

Man City will miss stars after Chelsea
and Arsenal swoops – Aguero

Arsenal offered chance to sign Akanji in £21m deal after Dortmund split'
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Super Falcons back in Casablanca for
Zambia clash



Napoli not aware of Osimhen's Bayern move 

Hassenhuttl praises Aribo, others 

Kounde excited at prospect of partnering with
Chelsea's latest signing

apoli Sporting 

ND i r e c t o r , 
C r i s t i a n o 

Giuntoli, says the club are 
not aware of  Nigeria 
international Osimhen 
Os imhen ' s  imminent 
m o v e  t o  G e r m a n 
Bundesliga champions, 
Bayern Munich.

Bayern have never 
hidden their desire to sign 
the Nigerian as an ideal 
replacement for striker 
Robert Lewandowski, 
who has joined Spanish 
giants Barcelona. 

The Polish departure 
from the Allianz Arena 
means the Bavarians are in 
the market for a forward 
leading to speculations 
that Osimhen could be 
joining the German outfit 
just two years after joining 
Napoli from Lille for a 
record club fee of  €81m 
with add-ons. 

The 23-year-old has 
been impressive for the 
Par tenopei  s ince  h i s 
arrival from Ligue 1 outfit 
and scored 14 goals plus 
f i v e  a s s i s t s  i n  2 7 

appearances in the Serie A 
in the 2021/22 season 
despite being blighted by a 
series of  injuries.

Aware of  interest from 
several  c lubs  for  the 
Nigerian,  Napoli  are 
looking to rake in fee not 
less than €100m. 

An Italian publication, 
Il Mattino, on Sunday 
claimed that Bayern had 
submitted an enquiry to 
Napoli for the Nigerian 
forward. 

Reacting to the report, 

Giuntoli said he was not 
awa r e  o f  O s i m h e n ' s 
i m m i n e n t  m o v e  t o 
Bayern.

Osimhen to Bayern? I 
am not aware of  it,” he 
s a i d  d u r i n g  a  p r e s s 
conference on Monday. 

“We are very happy to 
have Lozano, I have no 
offers, we are betting a lot 
on him.” 

Osimhen has also been 
linked with a move to 
Chelsea this summer, as 
well as Arsenal. 

alph Hasenhuttl is Rdelighted by the 
performance of  his 

Nigerian signing Joe Aribo 
after Southampton were 
held goalless by SK Austria 
in Klagenfurt, despite twice 
hitting the woodwork and 
s e e i n g  a  s e c o n d - h a l f  
penalty saved on Monday. 

It was Aribo's second 
appearance for the Saints, 
after playing for 60 minutes 
for Hasenhuttl's side in 
their 3-1 loss to RB Leipzig 
in a 105-minute contest at 
L a v a n t t a l - A r e n a  o n 
Saturday. 

The 25-year-old Nigeria 
international moves to St. 
M a r y ' s  a f t e r  t h r e e 
successful seasons at Ibrox, 
where he scored 26 goals in 
149 appearances and won 
the Scottish Premiership 
and Scottish Cup as well as 
scoring in last season's 
Europa League final defeat 
to Frankfurt. 

The Nigerian came on 
for Nathan Tella at the start 
of  the second half  of  the 
encounter and earned the 
praise of  his new manager 
after the game.

Speaking after his side's 

stalemate, Hasenhuttl said, 
“It was a very good test 
a g a i n s t  a  v e r y  g o o d 
opponent,” he reflected. 

“I was happy with the 
way the guys were working, 
and you could see some 
things were working quite 
well. 

“We still don't have 
everybody on the same 
level – you can see there are 
some differences in the 
physical part and also in the 
football. Some have to step 
up, some are still in good 
shape.

“I saw a few interesting 

things for us, and the 
young lads and the new 
g u y s  ( A r i b o,  G av i n 
Bazunu, Romeo Lavia, 
Armel Bella-Kotchap and 
Mateusz Lis) have found a 
good way in the team so 
far. They adapt very quick 
to the game and the way 
we want to play.” 

The Saints will be 
eager to record their first 
win in pre-season when 
they face Watford on 
Saturday in their next 
friendly game. 

anchester City Mhave reportedly 
e n t e r e d  t h e 

transfer chase for Stuttgart 
left-back Borna Sosa.

T h e  C i t y z e n s  h a v e 
accepted an offer worth 
£32million from Arsenal for 
Oleksandr Zinchenko.

T h e  U k r a i n i a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s  n o w 
weighing-up whether to 
leave the Premier League 
champions or remain at the 
Etihad.

Pep Guardiola has been 
keen on Brighton's Marc 
Cucurella as a replacement, 
however his £50m price tag is 
putting them off  at present.

Now BILD are claiming 
the City are showing an 
interest in Stuttgart's Sosa.

The 24-year-old Croatian 
international moved to 
Germany from Dinamo 

Zagreb back in 2018.
And he has caught the 

e y e  w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f  
impressive displays since.

S t u t t g a r t  a r e  n o w 
believed to be ready to cash 
in on the star, and they are 
allegedly willing to accept 
offers of  around £21m for 
him.

However, City face stiff  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m 
elsewhere for his signature.

We reported last week 
how Premier League rivals 
Chelsea were plotting a 
swoop for Sosa.

But this report also says 
that two of  Europe's biggest 
clubs have joined the chase 
also.

Bayern Munich want to 
keep the defender in the 
Bundesliga.

And Barcelona are also 
be l i eved  to  be  in  the 
running to sign the ace.

r a n c e Fi n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Jules Kounde, is 

reportedly excited at the 
prospect of  partnering 
with Chelsea's latest 
s i g n i n g  K a l i d o u 
Koulibaly at Stamford 
Bridge as the Blues co-
owner Todd Boehly looks 
to beat Barcelona to a 
£51million transfer deal 
for the Sevilla centre-back 
in the coming days.

Chelsea are keen to 
sign more centre-backs 
f o r  t h e i r  m a n a g e r , 
Thomas Tuchel, ahead of  
the upcoming new season 
following the departure 
of  Antonio Rudiger and 
Andreas Christensen to 
R e a l  M a d r i d  a n d 
Barcelona, respectively.

There could yet be 
more departures from 
Chelsea's back-line, with 
Barcelona looking to sign 
captain Cesar Azpilicueta 
and  Marcos  A lonso 
b e f o r e  t h e  s u m m e r 
transfer window closes.

Chelsea have already 

spent around £33million 
to sign Koulibaly from 
Napoli, but Tuchel knows 
more reinforcements are 
needed if  the club are to 
c h a l l e n g e  P r e m i e r 
League rivals Manchester 
City and Liverpool next 
season.

Tuchel has identified 
Kounde as a top target 
and Chelsea are hopeful 
of  agreeing to a deal for 
the 23-year-old this week, 
according to CBS Sports.

S e v i l l a  w a n t 
£51million for Kounde 
and are privately hoping 
Barcelona will start a 
b i d d i n g  w a r  w i t h 
C h e l s e a ,  w i t h  t h e 
Blaugrana manager Xavi, 
a known admirer of  the 
player.

But Chelsea appears 
to be leading the race, 
with Kounde supposedly 
excited at the chance to 
form a partnership with 
Koulibaly in Tuchel's 
squad.

Man City set to rival
Chelsea in race for
Stuttgart left-back
Borna Sosa 
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The fresh news people

his proverbial phrase, Talluding to the fact that 
h u m a n  e v e n t s  a n d 

concerns cannot stop the passage 
of  time or the movement of  the 
tides is indeed an inevitable 
practice of  life. 

It is as simple as “times 
change”; just like a beach wave is 
followed by another, the rise and 
fall of  the sea that happens in its 
season. 

Of  a truth, the tide comes 
very quickly and you can soon 
find yourself  stranded. 

Batos Nwadike is one the 
few, providence launched to the 
corridors of  power in Hope 
Uzodimma's administration as a 
Special Adviser on Political 
Matters but his overbearing and 
vicious physiognomies worked 
against him and caused his 
dishonorable downfall. His 
vituperations against News Echo 
and many others including his 
erstwhile boss, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, whom he recently 
bathed with venomous insults in 
his alleged letter of  resignation as 
h i s  po l i t i ca l  a ide,  r ight ly 
presented him as irredeemable 
( c o l o s s a l )  i n g r a t e  w i t h  a 
recurrent strain of  thinking 
deprivation that exposes his 
temperamental deficiency and as 
such radicalised political and 
democratic ills. 

His statements which spelt 
his destitute mindset is irrational 
and destructive as it will rather 
catalyse media provocation 
against the same government, 
that hired him for expect political 
adv ice.   Hi s  consumer i s t 
approach and overtly imposing 
s t y l e  o f  l i f e  m a y  h a v e 
disenchanted him with the 
Uzodimma led administration 
that it technically purged off  his 
administration. 

S o m e t i m e s ,  p e o p l e ' s 
cognitive corpus have compelled 
me to query the properties of  the 
bio-substances, their faculties 
and sensibilities are molded 
with, that they cannot apply 
decorum and decency, even on 

elementary issues 
that merely require 
primary wisdom 
a n d  j u d g m e n t . 
Some o f  them, 
changes colours 
and attitudes like 
chameleon. They 
could be described 
to be anomalous 
that they share in 
same behavioral 
properties of  water 
w h i c h  c h a n g e s 
s t a t e  w i t h 
temperature;  at 
below zero degrees 
centigrade, they 
are solid; at above 
z e r o  d e g r e e s 
centigrade, they 
become liquid and 
a b ove  h u n d r e d 
degrees centigrade, 
t h e y  b e c o m e 
v a p o u r .  T h e 
s c i e n c e  i s  t o 
distrust them the 
moment they are 
out of  sight. For 
this group, there is 
n o t h i n g  l i k e 
c o n s c i e n c e , 
i n t e g r i t y  a n d 
honour.

The media like the other 
three arms of  government 
execut ive,  leg is la ture  and 
judiciary has constitutional 
roles; and that is why it is referred 
to as the Fourth Estate of  the 
Realm, as enshrined in the 
Nigerian Constitution.

Section 22 of  the 1999 
constitution as amended, states 
that “the press,  radio and 
television and other agencies of  
the mass media shall at all times 
b e  f r e e  t o … u p h o l d  t h e 
responsibility and accountability 
of  the  gover nment  to  the 
people.”

And, section 39 provides for 
freedom of  expression which is 
safeguarded by the press.

Any political office holder, 
especially in a democracy, who 
arbitrarily stifles or attempts to 

suffocate this inalienable right of  
the press outside of  the law is an 
enemy of  the people, because it is 
not for nothing that the press is 
given a direct and expressly 
s t i p u l a t e d  r o l e  i n  t h e 
Constitution – to hold all other 
arms of  government and officials 
accountable to the people who 
hired them all!

Political office holders like 
Batos Nwadike, in this country 
should recognise that the fiercest 
enemies  o f  the  count r y ' s 
democracy are those attempting 
to gag the press and attacking 
journalists for carrying out their 
constitutional responsibilities.

Nwadike and his likes may 
need to be properly tutored on 
the  r ud imenta r y  ro l e s  o f  
advising the government on 
political matters, little wonder, 

he veered off  his assigned role 
then as Special Adviser to Imo 
S t a t e  G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma and converted self  
a n d  o f f i c e  t o  a  h i r e d 
propagandist and an attack dog 
to the press.

Maybe, he needs to learn that 
strangulating the press is killing 
one of  the institutions that won 
democracy for Nigeria and it 
const i tutes  a  v iolat ion of  
Sections 22 and 39 of  the 1999 
Const i tut ion as  amended. 
Again, Press freedom improves 
public trust and confidence in 
governance; which deepens 
democracy globally and as such 
s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  a n d 
encouraged to perform its 
constitutional duties.

Pub l i c  o f f i ce r s  shou ld 
equally recognise that good 

governance requires opposing 
views; and governance is about 
the people, not about the interim 
occupant of  the seat of  power. 
They must recognise that their 
discomfort is the merit badge of  a 
good press, especially when the 
press does its job truthfully and 
objectively as it is done in News 
Echo Newspaper and News 
Insider Magazine. 

Paradoxically, failed leaders 
like Batos Nwadike, may not be 
fondly remembered by history, if  
this nation does not extinguish 
prematurely, for his ill political 
advisories that destroyed all the 
sacred structures of  democracy 
and governance in Imo designed 
to control and sanitize the 
practice of  administration, to 
strengthen democratic growth.

Even though, this is not 
intended to blow the trumpet of  
News Echo and News Insider 
Magazine but it's apt that a little 
is said about this Newspaper, 
which Nwadike was attempting 
to demean with vain boasts of  
triumphalism. 

T h e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h i s 
indomitable Newspaper that has 
enjoyed the patronage of  many 
Nigerians of  this especially the 
South Eastern geopolitical 
coverage for almost two years is 
an oracle of  sort, a colossus, a 
constructive professional and 
Master strategist, a dogged game 
changer, a sterling reformist and 
boundary-less philanthropist, 
Clan Chief  Prof. Chimezie 
Kingsley (KSC) Ebubemba 
Ikeduru.

News Echo is one of  the 
f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  l e a d i n g 
Newspapers covering the South 
East geopolitical region, with the 
assemblage of  top form crack 
professionals in pursuant of  
reenacting the original test of  
ethical journalism with a view to 
restoring its tampered glory. It is 
therefore advised, that you stop 
creating walls of  contention, 
crises and disarray rather help 
build bridges of  understanding 
and cordiality among people.

Tide of Times With Bright C.J. Okereke
Email:- 
Phone: 07030586457

Between Batos Nwadike's inglorious
vituperations, agonies and the tide of times 

Nwadike

Police arrest man for killing lover
over iPhone 

Court remands apprentice for
allegedly defiling 3-year-old girl


