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News

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Station Manager, 
Imo State Data Man-
agement Centre (state 

secretariat), Michael Chima 
Nwaribe, says the data veri-
fication exercise carried out 
by the government through 
the ministry of  education 
will largely determine pro-
motion, salary of  real pri-
mary and secondary school 
teachers in Imo State.

He revealed that there are 
a lot of  ghost primary and 
secondary teachers who 
lack the basic skills to teach 
the pupils and students who 
receive salaries promptly 
and better than real teach-
ers who perform optimally 
hence the need for the open 

Data verification ’ll determine ghost teachers,
promotion, salary in Imo - Manager, Data Management Centre

data verification exercise.
The Station Manager, 

Imo State Data Manage-
ment Center, disclosed 
this while addressing the 
teachers during the primary 
school teachers’ data verifi-
cation exercise held at the 
Admiral Kanu Ndubuisi 
Square, Owerri, last week.

He disclosed that the 
teachers were verified to 
know their letter of  employ-
ment, confirmation in order 
to ascertain their accurate 
data or numerical strength 
and thereby identify those 
who are real and fake teach-
ers, adding that the measure 
will also determine their 
promotion and salaries, 
saying the data verification 
exercise was compulsory 
for all teachers in that cate-

gory, remarking that no real 
teacher would be left out or 
shortchanged nor deny pro-
motion or salary.

“The data verification 
exercise is a welcome de-
velopment and a good step 
taken by the Imo State Gov-
ernment who deemed it fit 
for primary and secondary 
school teachers to come 
out en masse for their data 
verification and capturing 
targeted at knowing number 
of  authentic teachers, those 
who are present with their 
requisite qualifications to 
teach. And we thank them 
for coming out in their num-
bers to grace the Governor’s 
call. Although we had a lit-
tle challenge which is good 
number of  primary school 
teachers who are being 

Ebonyi to embark on campaign 
against rape in public institutions
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment is to embark 
on campaign against 

rape to tackle the increase 
rate of  cases in the state

The State Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation, Hon. Barr. Orji 
Uchenna Orji disclosed this 
while briefing newsmen after 
the State Executive council 
meeting in Abakaliki.

He said government 
frowned at the rate of  in-
crease of  rape cases in the 
state especially in public in-
stitutions and directed that 
henceforth there would be 
no sacred cow in the enforce-
ment of  the Laws on Rape

He said “EXCO reviewed 
the unfortunate increase in 
the rate of  rape in Ebonyi 
State and commended the 
office of  Her Excellency the 

Wife of  the Governor and the 
Ministry of  Women Affairs 
and Social Development for 
a very beautiful job they are 
doing in the fight against rape 
in the State”. 

“EXCO directed that there 
should be no sacred cow in 
the enforcement of  the Laws 
on Rape”. 

“EXCO directed the Min-
istry of  Health, Ministry of  
Information and State Ori-
entation, the office of  the SA 
Students Affairs, SA Strategy 
and SSA Religious and Wel-
fare Matter to carry out ur-
gent State campaigns against 
rape in public institutions 
including churches, schools, 
markets and other public 
places”. 

“EXCO also noted the sub-
missions on increased use of  
hard drugs in the society and 
designated Mr. Mark Onu to 
head the campaign against 
hard drugs and to go to all 

joints and market places 
and to work with police and 
Ebubeagu Security outfit to 
apprehend the perpetrators”.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has received a pro-
posed bill for law to establish 
public complaints commis-
sion in the state.

According to Uchenna 
Orji: ‘EXCO received a 
proposed bill for Law to es-
tablish Public Complaints 
Commission in the State 
and directed the Committee 
Chaired by the Honourable 
Attorney General, to review 
the bill and bring report in 
the next EXCO meeting. 
Other members of  the com-
mittee are: Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation - Secretary; SSA 
Legal Member; Head of  Ser-
vice Member, and Perma-
nent Secretary Ministry of  
Justice Member.

Anambra Govt begins verification of 
transporters, July 18
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Government will on 
July 18th commence 

a statewide verification exer-
cise of  transporters operating 
in the state to curb insecurity 
and to sanitise the transport 
sector.

The Chairman Anambra 
State Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, Mr. Richard Madiebo, 
announced this at a joint 
press briefing at the Gov-
ernment House Awka at the 
weekend.

He said government had 
given two months notice to 
all transporters operating in 
Anambra state to get enu-
merated and be captured in 
the government’s database.

Madiebo who disclosed 
further that the two months 
old notice ends on July17, 
2022 noted that enforcement 

and verification would com-
mence July 18, 2022 and that 
penalty awaited defaulters.

Madiebo explained that 
government had taken am-
ple time to go to Keke driv-
ers, shuttle drivers and oth-
er transport operators to 
communicate with them on 
the need to be part of  the 
ongoing enumeration of  
transporters in the state as it 
would help government plan 
with accurate data.

On the issue of  N15000 
monthly tax for tricycle 
drivers, the revenue boss 
maintained that government 
insisted on N600 per day or 
N15000 on a monthly basis 
and in addition to that, Keke 
riders would also use gov-
ernment parks free of  charge 
without paying the usual 
N100 they paid to touts for 
every loading. All these he 
said were in accordance with 
the agreements government 

captured after verification 
as real teachers”, Nwaribe 
maintained.

Admonishing the teaches 
to keep teaching the pupils 
well so that they imbibe 
good knowledge that can 
help them excel excellently 
in life, Supervisor of  the ex-

ercise, Daberechi Mbamara, 
hinted that all the teachers in 
the 27 local government ar-
eas of  Imo State effectively 
participated in the data ver-
ification exercise which was 
thrown open, having lasted 
for a day, thanking the state 
government led by Gover-

nor Hope Uzodimma for 
the feat which he described 
as germane as such would 
go a long way to exposing 
ghost primary and second-
ary school teachers who col-
lect salaries without any due 
performance.

reached with their unions.
He said the aim of  the state 

government was to create 
an avenue where transport-
ers would do their business 
without issues and at re-
duced costs too. Madiebo 
noted also that government 
has put in place taskforce 
and enforcement officers to 
check and curtail the menace 
of  touts as well as ascertain 
whether transporters have 
been verified.

The revenue boss also 
cleared the air on rumour 
making the rounds that the 
N15000 monthly tax for tri-
cycle operators had been re-
viewed downwards. He said 
no such thing happened and 
that the N15000 was a prod-
uct of  the agreement reached 
with their various unions. 
That government meant well 
for the citizens and the citi-
zens too should help the state 
to move forward.

From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Peo-
ple’s Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) governor-

ship Candidate, Dr. Ifeanyi 
Chukwuma Odii, has greet-
ed the people of  Ezza Eze-
kuna and the entire Ezza 
nation in general on the oc-
casion of  their Okeaku New 
Yam Festival 2022.

Odii in a statement signed 
on his behalf  by Abia Ony-
ike, director of  media and 
publicity, AnyiChucks 
Grassroots Organisation, 
described the people of  
Ezza as a resilient and en-
terprising people who have 

New Yam Festival: Ebonyi PDP guber
candidate, Odii, hails Ezza Nation

over the ages made tremen-
dous contribution to human-
ity.

 “I warmly and profoundly 
felicitate with the people of  
Ezza Ezekuna on the occa-
sion of  their Okeaku New 
Yam Festival 2022,” he said.

‘The Ezza nation, is a re-
silient, hospitable, humble, 
competent, courageous, con-
fident, dependable, creative 
and innovative people who 
have over the ages made 
tremendous contribution to 
humanity. Through Okeaku 
you have sustained an icon-
ic cultural heritage and ide-
als that promote love, unity, 
social and cultural develop-

ment of  the society, particu-
larly in Ebonyi State.”

The PDP candidate fur-
ther noted that Okeaku is 
significant “because it has 
progressively illuminated 
your unrestrained and en-
terprising intellectual capac-
ity, just as it has stimulated 
a wide endorsement of  its 
invaluable concourse as in-
strument of  peaceful coex-
istence.”

According to him, “Its 
yearly observance is God’s 
awesome reawakening of  
His gracious presence and 
blessings upon you as man-
ifested in the matchless ac-
complishments of  the Ezza 
nation.

CITN Abakaliki District elects Justina Nnachi 
as chairman, others into new executives 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

M
rs. Justina Nnachi 
of  the federal In-
land Revenue Ser-

vice,FIRS, has been elected 
the Chairman of  the Char-
tered Institute of  Taxation, 
CITN, Abakaliki  District 
Society.

Mrs Nnachi alongside oth-
er members of  the executive 
were elected at the 2022 annu-
al General Meeting, AGM, 
of  the District in Abakaliki.

The new executive is to pi-
lot the affairs of  the District 
for the next two years.

The outgoing Chairman 
of  the District Barr George 
Ukpai who congratulated the 
new executive advised them 
to improve on the existing 
structures laid by his admin-
istration.

Ukpai noted that the outgo-
ing executives constituted the 
pioneer leadership of  the In-
stitute in the state, saying they 
had been able to lay a solid 
foundation for the District.

“We have been able to 
achieve increment on mem-
bership of  the District, we 

have been able to secure par-
ticipation by members at the 
District level and also the Na-
tional level.

“We have also been able 
to increase collaborations be-
tween the Institute and Tax 
Administrators in the state 
and the district, before now, it 
wasn’t so, we have collaborat-
ed with relevant tax authori-
ties to improve our inputs in 
economic policy formula-
tions in the state.

“We have also been able 
to participate in the review 
of  economic activities that 
obtains in the District to ad-
vice, we have also collaborat-
ed with tax administrators to 
expand the tax net in the state 
through the enlightenment of  
taxpayers”, he explained.

Barr Ukpai who empha-
sized the need for healthy col-
laboration with the govern-
ment, said such collaboration 
would add value to the eco-
nomic policies of  the State.

“It has always been the in-
tention of  the District that her 
collaboration with the gov-
ernment of  the state in areas 
of  capacity building, techni-
cal assistance, and economic 

policy reviews will be great 
sources of  value addition to 
both parties”, he added.

Chairman of  the elector-
al committee, Mr. Kenneth 
Effiong, who is also the con-
troller of  the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service in Ebonyi 
State, noted that the election 
was peaceful.

He charged the new exec-
utives to move the District 
forward and expressed con-
fidence in their capacity to 
uphold the trust bestowed on 
them.

Other elected executives in-
clude, Mr Irem Sylvester - 1st 
Vice Chairman; Cyril Agbo 
- 2nd vice chairman; Larry 
Nwanoke - Secretary Gener-
al; Uche Enogwe- Financial 
Secretary; Office Cornelius  -  
Assistant Secretary; Chigozie 
Ohanede - Publicity Secre-
tary;

Steve Onwukwe - Treas-
urer; Chima Eze - Technical 
Secretary; Moses Nwank-
wo - Membership Secretary; 
Angela Onyibe -  Society for 
Women in taxation; Kings-
ley Onyekezie - 1st Ex officio  
and Edith Okoronkwo - 2nd 
Ex officio.



News

No going back on demolition of illegal
structures in Onitsha - Soludo 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, has restated 

his administration’s avowed 
determination not to rescind 
its planned demolition of  
private residences, worship 
centres, factories and busi-
ness complexes, marked for 

demolition without govern-
ment approval and for block-
ing the drainage systems in 
Onitsha, Nnewi and others.

He said the exercise was in 
line with his administration’s 
Urban Renewal Plan to 
make Anambra State a liva-
ble place for all Nigerians, 
irrespective of  Ethnic, Tribe 
and Religion placement.

He noted that the exercise 

News Echo   Monday 18 - Tuesday 19 July, 2022                                                                           Page 3

is to prevent cases of  build-
ing collapse and the activi-
ties of  land grabbers in the 
state.

Soludo, made the vow on 
Saturday, through the State 
Commissioner for Com-
merce and Industry, Dr. 
Obinna Ngonadi, when he 
led a joint taskforce and pro-
fessionals including the me-
dia to monitor the various 

sections of  Ochanja market 
Onitsha, where over 1,000 
buildings were marked for 
demolition for illegal con-
struction with no extant ap-
proval from the government.

He said the need to demol-
ish the structures cannot be 
overemphasized.

News Echo gathered that 
most of  the marked build-
ings had structural defaults, 
including cracked walls and 
decking, felling pillars and 
sands, roads obstructions, 
among other challenges.

The governor added that 
the administration under his 
watch, markets will be decon-
gested, and made habitable 
to International standards. 
He warned owners of  illegal 
structures to quickly remove 
them or get ready to pay the 
government to that effect.

Speaking also, the Chair-
man, Anambra State Physi-
cal Planning Board, Barrister 
Chike Maduekwe, assured 
that Anambra State Materi-
als Testing Laboratory would 
visit all the markets to test the 
structural integrity of  their 
buildings so as to find out 
those to be spared with some 
amendment and those to be 
outrightly demolished.

Speaking in an interview 
with our Correspondent, 
on the exercise, the Care-
taker Committee Chair-
man, Ochanja market, Mr 
Bonaventure Muo, hailed 
the governor for the move, 

Matriculation: FedPolyNek Rector charges
students on academic excellence
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s about 5000 students 
of  Federal Polytech-
nic Nekede Owerri, 

matriculated, Rector of  the 
school, Engr. Dr. Michael 
Chidiebere Arimanwa, has 
charged them to shun anti 
social behaviors such as cult-
ism, drug abuse, exam mal-
practice, sexual abuse, cohab-
itation, but study hard, obey 
rules and regulations of  the 
institution in order to gradu-
ate in flying colors to become 
more useful to themselves, 
families and the society in 

general.
Arimanwa, who gave the 

charge when he addressed the 
new students during the 44th 
matriculation ceremony held 
at the school’s pavilion last 
week, told the students to en-
sure to live a worthy life to en-
able them pass out in charac-
ter and learning which he said 
is the hallmark of  the school.

According to the Rector, 
“your character must define 
your personality and academ-
ic achievements. It must all 
times be clean and unques-
tionable so that you will not 
constitute embarrassment to 

assuring that they would con-
tinue to support government 
programmes to sanitise the 
markets. 

He urged the state govern-
ment to apply a human face 
in handling the issues.

The team later visited 
Building Materials market 
at Ogidi and Ogbunike, near 
Onitsha to access their level 
of  compliance to the traders/
markets enumeration exer-
cise, and hailed traders for 
complying to the government 
orders.

Addressing the traders, 
governor Soludo said the 
data capturing exercise 
would have to gather com-

prehensive data of  all traders 
and their enterprises with a 
view to taking proper care 
of  their welfare, security and 
other purposes.

Speaking in a separate in-
terviews, the Chairman of  
Building Materials market 
(Ogidi), Chief  Jude Nwank-
wo and Mr. Adinu Onyechi 
of  Building Materials 2 and 3 
(Ogidi and Ogbunike),  com-
mended the governor for the 
move, which they promised 
to mobilise all their mem-
bers to participate actively as 
it was of  their good interest, 
adding that the enumeration 
exercise will help curbed 
criminal activities in the state.

yourself, family, department 
and the institution”, remind-
ing the students to always 
discard indecent dressing as 
penalty is immediate rustica-
tion from the institution.

He enjoined the Students 
‘Union Government of  the 
institution to see the manage-
ment as partners in progress, 
even as he congratulated, as 
well as wished them well in 
their stay in the polytechnic, 
stating that Federal Polytech-
nic Nekede Owerri would 
send about forty students to 
Innoson Automobile Manu-
facturing Company in Anam-

bra State for their Industrial 
Training.

“A little above 5000 stu-
dents matriculated. The cer-
emony is a moment of  joy 
for the new students. A lot 
of  people across Africa want 
to come and study in Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede Owerri 
because of  its high academic 
standard; we are sought af-
ter. The 44th matriculation 
shows that the school has 
gone far in terms of  academic 
excellence. We are the best, 
our students are the best and 
are always happy”, the Rector 
maintained.

3 dead as police recover human 
skull, RPG launcher, bombs,
others in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
wo police officers of  
the Anambra state 
Command and a car 

tracker dealer on Friday 15th 
lost their lives during an en-
counter with suspected kid-
nappers.

New Echo gathered that 
the unfortunate incident 
took place at Achalla, Awka 
North L.G.A of  the state. 
Also recovered were human 
skull, one locally made rock-
et propelled grande RPG 
launcher, two (RPG) bombs, 
one single- barrel long gun, 
empty chain of  bullet, one 
Toyota Sienna, one Mercedes 
Benz Formatic jeep, two cyl-
inders a huge quantity of  
hard drugs, police beret and a 
police belt.

Confirming the report, 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Anambra State Police 
Command DSP Ikenga To-
chukwu in a statement made 
avaliable to News Echo on 
Saturday said “The Anam-
bra police Command, Fri-
day, 15/07/2022, recovered 
a human skull, one local-
ly made rocket propelled 
grande RPG launcher, two 
(RPG) bombs, one single- 
barrel long gun, empty chain 
of  bullet, one Toyota Sienna, 
one Mercedes Benz 4matic 
jeep, two cylinders a huge 
quantity of  hard drugs and 
other items, including a po-
lice beret and a police belt in 
a criminal den at Amukabia, 
Achalla, Awka south LGA 
in Anambra State.

“The recovery came about 
following a counter- offensive 
operation launched against 
criminal elements who had 
on 15/7/2022 laid an am-
bush against a 6- man police 
team and a civilian car track-
er who were on a recovery 
operation of  a Toyota Sienna 
Space Wagon vehicle earli-

er snatched on gun point on 
9/7/2022 in Oye-Agu Aba-
gana. Four of  the Police Op-
eratives escaped the ambush, 
while two of  the police opera-
tives and the car tracker were 
captured by the criminals”. 

“The police operatives, 
during the counter offensive 
operation, neutralized some 
of  the armed men and de-
stroyed three of  their camps. 
Unfortunately, some of  the 
hoodlums escaped with bul-
let wounds, having already 
murdered their captives and 
set their bodies ablaze. 

“The remains of  the two 
murdered police officers and 
the civilian tracker have been 
recovered and deposited in a 
morgue, while police oper-
ation is still ongoing in the 
area to track the fleeing gang 
members”.

The Commissioner of  
Police Anambra State Com-
mand, CP Echeng Echeng 
while condoling the families 
and friends of  the murdered 
civilian (car- tracker) and the 
police operatives, described 
the incident as a classic exam-
ple of  the risk and sacrifices 
the police are exposed to in 
the onerous task of  serving 
and protecting the country.

He also assured Ndi An-
ambra that efforts are being 
intensified towards total rec-
lamation and domination of  
all the public spaces occupied 
by hoodlums in the State, ap-
prehending and bringing the 
hoodlums and their accom-
plices to justice.

A 96 year-old woman casting her vote in the just concluded Osun guber election.

Windstorm destroys EEDC transformer,
residents in  blackout
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
strong windfall that 
heralded a night rain 
on Thursday has 

destroyed electricity trans-
former and pulled down sev-
eral polls on Finbers road, 
off  Aguiyi Ironsi layout in 
Umuahia, Abia State capital.
As a result, electricity con-

sumers living or doing busi-
nesses at Finbers road and 
part of  the layout have been 
thrown into darkness.
The transformer’s collapse, 
according to some EEDC of-
ficials who visited the scene, 
was allegedly caused by un-
professional construction of  
deep fence around the base of  
the transformer, by a private 
real estate development com-

pany which is developing a 
shopping mall at the defunct 
NITEL building along Fin-
ber’s road.
The power distribution men 
explained that shoddy con-
struction works removed a 
lot of  sands from the base of  
the transformer for building 
of  fence and this rendered it 
porous to windstorm, flood-
ing and other environmental 

challenges.
News Echo gathered that it 
may take more than three 
weeks to restore power in the 
area as a new transformer and   
damaged cables would first 
be replaced and energized.
A source at EEDC office at 
Bende road, Umuahia, said 
the power distribution com-
pany would demand com-
pensation from the real estate 
developer for negligence and 
failure to respect or protect  
EEDC property while carry-
ing out a contract.
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Editorial

igeria's inflation rose in June to its 

Nhighest level in more than five 
years, fueled by rising prices of 

food and the high cost of diesel.
According to National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS) release, the inflation rate 
surged to 18.60 per cent in June, up from 
17.71 percent in the previous month. The 
new rate is the highest the nation has 
recorded since January 2017.

The NBS also reported that the rate is 
0.84 percent points higher compared to the 
rate recorded in June 2021, which is 17.75 
percent.

“This means that the headline inflation 
rate increased in the month of June 2022 
when compared to the same month in the 
previous year (i.e., June 2021),” the NBS 
said in its report.

The rise in the food index was caused by 
increases in prices of bread and cereals, food 
products, potatoes, yam, and other tubers, 
meat, fish, oil and fat, and wine.

On a month-on-month basis, the food 
sub-index increased to 2.05 percent in June 
2022, up by 0.03 percent from 2.01 percent 
recorded in May 2022.

The average annual rate of change of the 
Food sub-index for the twelve-month 
period ending June 2022 over the previous 
twelve-month average is 18.62 percent, 
which is 1.10 percent points decline from 
the average annual rate of change recorded 
in June 2021 (19.72 percent).

The NBS noted that in June 2022, all 
items inflation on a year-on-year basis was 
highest in Bauchi (21.99 percent), Kogi 
(21.37 percent), Ebonyi (20.73 percent) 
while Adamawa (16.14 percent), Sokoto 
(16.31 percent) and Jigawa (16.37 percent) 
recorded the slowest rise in headline year-
on-year inflation.

“On a month-on-month basis, however, 
June 2022, recorded the highest increases in 
Kogi (2.69 percent), Ondo (2.65 percent), 
and Kaduna (2.61  percent) ,  while 
Adamawa (-0.26 percent), Abuja (-.0.03 
percent) and Sokoto (0.79 percent) recorded 
the slowest rise on month-on-month 
inflation,” the bureau said.

Prices of food items rose the most in 
Kebbi, Ekiti and Kano in April, the 
consumer price index (CPI) report released 
by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
has shown. The report further revealed that 
on a month-on-month basis, food price 
inflation was highest in Kebbi at 2.46 per 
cent, Ekiti at 2.42 per cent, and Kano at 2.17 
per cent.

While Abuja at 0.05 per cent recorded 
the slowest rise in month-on-month food 
inflation, Rivers and Ogun recorded price 
deflation or negative inflation (general 

decrease in the general price level of food or 
a negative food inflation rate).

The report said the food inflation on a 
year-on-year basis was highest in Kogi at 
30.52 per cent, Ebonyi at 28.07 per cent and 
Sokoto at 26.90 per cent, while Abuja at 
18.63 per cent, Akwa Ibom at 18.51 per cent 
and Bauchi at 17.64 per cent recorded the 
slowest rise in year on year inflation.

According to the report, the composite 
food index increased by 22.72 per cent in 
April compared to 22.95 per cent in March 
2021.

It said the rise in the food index was 
caused by increases in prices of coffee, tea 
and cocoa, bread and cereals, soft drinks, 
milk, cheese and eggs, vegetable, meat, oils 
and fats, fish and potatoes yam, and other 
tubers. On month-on-month basis, the food 
sub-index increased by 0.99 per cent in April 
2021 down by 0.91 per cent points from 1.90 
per cent recorded in March 2021.

“The average annual rate change of the 
Food sub-index for the twelve months 
ending April 2021 over the previous twelve-
month average was 18.58 per cent, 0.65 per 
cent points from the average annual rate of 
change recorded in March 2021 at 17.93 per 
cent,” the report said.

The report said in April, annual all items 
inflation was highest in Kogi at 24.33 per 
cent, Bauchi at 22.93 per cent and Sokoto at 
20.96 per cent, while Abia at 15.94 per cent, 
Kwara at 15.70 per cent and Katsina at 
15.58 per cent recorded the slowest rise in 
headline year on year inflation.

However, month on month, all items 
inflation was highest in Kebbi at 2.24 per 
cent, Cross River at 1.99 per cent and 
Jigawa at 1.78 per cent, while Ebonyi at 
0.12 per cent recorded the slowest rise in 
headline month on month River and Ogun 
recording price deflation or negative 
inflation.

The report said all items less farm 
produce or core inflation which excludes 
the prices of volatile agricultural produce 
stood at 12.74 per cent in April up by 0.07 
per cent when compared with 12.67 per cent 
recorded in March 2021.

The highest increases were recorded in 
prices of pharmaceutical products, vehicle 
spare parts, garments, furniture and 
furnishing, medical services, footwear, 
motor cars, major household appliances 
medical services, none durable household 
goods and fuel and lubricants for transport 
equipment.

Hence, the need for the federal 
government to develop control measures to 
curb further advancement of this horrid 
trend.

Nigeria's inflation
reflecting on surging
food prices
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Fire for FireOpinion

ovember 28, 1988 was a 

NM o n d ay.  I n  A b u j a , 
Nigeria's Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT), a Constituent 
Assembly inaugurated by military 
ruler, Ibrahim Babangida, had 
been in session for just over six 
months, since May 11, 1988. At 
the helm as its chair was Anthony 
Aniagolu, then a recently retired 
justice of  Nigeria's Supreme 
Court. He was a Christian from 
Enugu State. His deputy was 
Muhammadu Buba Ardo, then 
chief  judge of  Gongola State, who 
died suddenly in 1991, two years 
after the Assembly completed its 
work. He was Muslim.

The secretary to the Constituent 
A s s e m b ly  wa s  o n e  A l h a j i 
Babagana Kingibe, whom the 
country has since then gotten to 
know a lot more eloquently; a 
Musl im f rom Bor no Sta te. 
Kingibe's assistant was Amal 
Inyingiala Pepple, who would rise 
to the height of  the civil service in 
Nigeria, before retiring in June 
2009 as the head of  service of  the 
federation. She is a Christian from 
Rivers State.

In those days, Nigeria had 21 
States: Akwa Ibom, Anambra, 
Bauchi, Bendel, Benue, Borno, 
Cross-River, Gongola, Imo, 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kwara, 
Lagos, Nigeria, Ogun, Ondo, 
Oyo, Plateau, Rivers, and Sokoto. 
Plus the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT).

The Constituent Assembly, 
which Justice Aniagolu chaired, 
comprised 567 members drawn 
from all these States. 458 were 
e l e c t e d ,  w h i l e  1 0 9  w e r e 
nomina ted  by  the  Fede ra l 
Gover nment,  including the 
chairman and his deputy (both of  
them male), and drawn from the 
ranks of  judicial figures, senior 
lawyers,  t i tans of  industry, 
traditional rulers, experienced 
p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  a n d 
administrators, academics and 
other professionals.

At the submission of  its report 
on April 5, 1989, the membership 
was down to 565, owing to the 
death of  two members: Dr Daniel 
Obas i  Agbafor,  an  e lec ted 
member representing Ohaozara 
federal constituency, then in Imo 
State in South-East, Nigeria, who 
died on Sunday, August 14, 1988. 
And, Honourable Justice Umaru 
Agora Isiaku, a judge of  the High 
Court of  Niger State, nominated 
t o  r e p r e s e n t  A b u j a  i n  t h e 
Assembly,  who died on 10 
October 1988.

Assembled to negotiate the 
terms of  a constitution on the 
basis of  which the Babangida 
regime claimed it would hand over 
power to an elected government at 
t h e  e n d  o f  i t s  t r a n s i t i o n 
programme, the Constituent 
Assembly got into a very animated 
debate from October 1998 over the 

irrelevant issue – as Nigeria's 
current ruling party, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
would have us all believe – of  
religion in Nigeria and the role it is 
to play in civic and constitutional 
life. In this debate, there was no 
quarter given nor taken.

As such, on Monday, November 
28, 1988, the Assembly received 
an unusual assortment of  martial 
guests. They were led by Augustus 
Aikhomu, a Navy Admiral, and 
second in command to the 
m i l i t a r y  p r e s i d e n t . 
Accompanying him in  fu l l 
military uniforms were Air 
Marshall Ibrahim Alfa, chief  of  
A i r  S t a f f ;  G e n e r a l  A l a n i 
Akinrinade, former chief  of  
Defence Staff; Major-General 
Paul Omu, minister of  Defence; 
Rear Admiral Murtala Nyako, 
flag officer commanding Western 
Naval Command; Air Vice-
Marshall Hamza Abdullahi, FCT 
minister; Colonel John Shagaya, 
Interior minister; and Mr Victor 
Pam, deputy inspector-general of  
Police. It seemed evident that their 
mission was serious.

On arrival, Admiral Aikhomu 
proceeded to read a Riot Act to the 
Assembly, declaring, as Justice 
Aniagolu recalls in his memoirs 
on the making of  the 1989 
Constitution, that was never 
promulgated:  “ the  Federa l 
Government has decided that this 
Assembly should stop further 
debate and discussion on these 
clauses.” As the Assembly wound 
down its work on March 20, 1989, 

Admiral Aikhomu wrote a letter 
(Reference: GS/CGS/235) to 
Justice Aniagolu as its chairman, 
ordering them to “insert into the 
Constituent Assembly Draft 
Constitution all matters and 
clauses of  the Revised CRC 
Constitution which were excluded 
from the jurisdiction of  the 
Constituent Assembly.”

In this way, the military retained 
ultimate decision making in 
resolving the matter of  the place 
of  religion in Nigeria's life. To 
address that, they defaulted 
essentially to the framework 
agreed in the 1979 constitution 
when, as was to be in 1989, the 
then military regime sent the 
second-in-command to order the 
Constituent Assembly gathered in 
1978 to stop debating the matter 
before it got out of  hand.

Four years after this uneasy 
settlement, Nigeria's political elite 
reached an equally uneasy truce, 
in  order  to  hur r y  Ibrah im 
Babangida from his ruinous and 
interminable political transition 
programme. At the end of  the 
truce, Moshood Abiola, a Muslim 
from Ogun State in Southern 
Nigeria teamed up with the 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  B a b a g a n a 
Kingibe for the ticket of  the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), which 
triumphed in the June 12, 1993 
presidential election before being 
frustrated from taking over power, 
when Babangida nullified the 
result of  the election. The 1999 
Constitution, which ultimately 
transitioned Nigeria to civil rule 

s ix  years  la te r,  e s sent ia l ly 
defaulted to the 1989 settlement, 
which in turned accepted the 1979 
settlement. Many people prefer to 
say that  the  const i tut ional 
situation is that “Nigeria is a 
multi-religious state.”

At both national conferences, 
convened first by President 
Olusegun Obasanjo in 2005, and 
then by President Goodluck 
Jonathan in 2014, religion nearly 
derailed the proceedings. Indeed, 
at the 2014 National Conference, 
it was reported that “religion 
pitched Nigerians against one 
another at the national conference 
with delegates disagreeing over 
religion.” The leaders who have 
l e d  N i ge r i a  t i l l  d a t e  h ave 
attempted to walk the fine balance 
that religion evokes in the country. 
Even President Muhammadu 
Buhari, often accused with some 
justification of  being narrow on 
issues of  faith, was not unmindful 
of  the sensitivity of  this issue 
w h e n  h e  d e c l i n e d  t h e 
importunations of  Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, like Buhari a Muslim, to 
be his running mate in the 2015 
presidential election.

The ruling APC has acted 
convenient on these issues, 
however, rather than principled. 
In 2019, Kaduna State governor, 
Ahmed El-Rufai, in a fit of  
sectarian hubris, toppled the 
conventions of  faith and ethnic 
balancing in the State when he 
decided to “pick fellow Muslim, 
Hadiza Balarabe, as running 
mate.” The correlation between 

this decision and the deterioration 
in coexistence in the State since 
then has been spectacular.

In explaining his choice at that 
point, El-Rufai claimed his only 
consideration was “competence”. 
In justifying his decision to choose 
fellow Muslim, Kashim Shettima, 
as his running mate for the 2023 
presidential  contest,  APC's 
presidential candidate, Bola 
Tinubu, has similarly argued on 
the urgings of  competence with a 
bit of  history, claiming that “the 
spirit of  1993 is upon us.” Like El-
Rufai, Tinubu's position implies 
spectacularly that individual 
c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
harmony are somehow mutually 
exclusive. If  he wins and the 
country emulates the trajectory of  
Kaduna State, the country could 
become a level killing field.

Tinubu's cheap appeal to the 
heady events of  1993 mis-reads 
contemporary Nigerian history in 
support of  convenient, dubious 
and patronising nonsense. All this 
takes place in a country in which 
citizens have been immolated 
w i t h o u t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n 
specious claims of  blasphemy and 
the Supreme Court has recently 
r u led  that  female,  Musl im 
students in public schools have the 
right to wear religious covering, 
none of  which would be the case if  
religion were such an irrelevance 
in Nigerian civic life.

The Abiola-Kingibe ticket in 
1993 was a product of  a peculiar 
inflection point in Nigerian 
history unparalleled since then 
and unlikely to be repeated. Since 
then, if  anything, successive 
rulers, none more so than the 
i n c u m b e n t  r e g i m e  o f  
Muhammadu Buhar i ,  have 
invested considerable energy in 
divisive and toxic politics and 
policies.

Indeed, as someone has rightly 
pointed out “religious balancing is 
one  o f  the  f i r s t  fac tors  in 
determining competence for a 
Nigerian presidential aspirant. He 
who fails in this is incompetent.”

Let us assume then that Tinubu 
and Shettima triumph at the 2023 
presidential election and proceed 
to complete two terms. Power will 
thereafter be liable to rotate to 
Northern Nigeria, which will 
probably produce a Muslim. At 
the end of  two terms of  that 
person, following the two terms of  
Tinubu-Shettima and counting 
b a c k  t o  t h e  t wo  t e r m s  o f  
Muhammadu Buhari, Nigeria's 
presidency would have been 
occupied by a Muslim for pretty 
much a quarter of  a century or for 
27 out of  32 years, going back to 
the administration of  Umaru 
Musa Yar'Adua. Children born at 
the beginning of  this period may 
end up with the impression that 
Nigeria is indeed an Emirate in 
which only Muslims are entitled 
to aspire to the highest office. The 
point really is that it is not.

By Chidi Odinkalu

Nigeria is not an emirate 

Monday 18 - Tuesday 19 July, 2022  News Echo  

Tinubu's cheap appeal to the heady 
events of  1993 mis-reads contemporary 

Nigerian history in support of  convenient, 
dubious and patronising nonsense. All this 
takes place in a country in which citizens 

have been immolated without consequences 
on specious claims of  blasphemy and the 
Supreme Court has recently ruled that 

female, Muslim students in public schools 
have the right to wear religious covering, 

none of  which would be the case if  
religion were such an irrelevance in 

Nigerian civic life.

“
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Issues

he Catholic Bishop of  TA w k a  D i o c e s e ,  H i s 
Lordship Most Reverend 

Paulinus Ezeokafor, has expressed 
d i s m ay  ove r  t h e  i n c e s s a n t 
abduction and killing of  Catholic 
pr ies t s  across  the  count r y, 
emphasizing that by killing a 
priest, they had killed Christ the 
s e c o n d  t i m e ,  r e p o r t s 
Mmaduabuchi Onwumelu.

T h e  v i s i b l y  s a d  B i s h o p 
Ezeokafor, who stated this at St 
Patrick's Catholic Cathedral, 
Awka, while speaking on the state 
of  the nation, said it was clear that 
unscrupulous elements were 
behind the act, noting that war had 
been tacitly declared against the 
Mother Church in Nigeria, with 
Catholic priests, religious and 
laity, as their major targets.

T h e  o u t s p o k e n  p r e l a t e 
expressed displeasure with the 
nonchalant attitude of  the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria over the 
pl ights  of  Cathol ic  pr iests, 
religious and laity, noting that it 
was no longer news that some 
people, somewhere were scheming 
and carrying out evil against the 
Universal Church.

The charismatic and influential 
c l e r i c  s ta ted  tha t  wi th  the 
continued abduction and killing of  
Catholic priests,  one would 
conclude that there was a grand 

plan to silence Christ's followers in 
the country, saying that they would 
not be cowed or intimidated.

'Catholic priests are Christ's 
representatives on earth. Killing 
them amounts to killing Christ a 
second time. Catholic priests 
should be respected. They made 
the greatest sacrifice here: no wife, 
no children, no heir, nobody to 
succeed them when they are gone. 
What other sacrifice is greater or 
costlier than that?

'You are abducting and killing 
them because they are doing 
Christ's work on earth. What 
wrong have they done? It is really 
abominable to maim a priest. Why 
go after a hapless servant of  God? 
Someone who has left everything 
for the sake of  God's people. 
Priests deserve to be protected, 
encouraged and motivated.

'Their cries will reach the 
heavens and the heavens will fight 
their battles. Nigeria Government 
should be very careful. Their usual 
silence over these killings and 
abduction of  Catholic priests 
s imply shows that  they are 
e n j o y i n g  i t .  T h e y  s h o u l d 
remember that God's anger will 
definitely descend on Nigeria's 
government if  it continues to play 
the ostrich.

'I am seriously troubled. I am 
pained. I cannot keep quiet. I will 
continue to talk. Catholic priests 
should be appreciated for leading 

i n  e ve r y t h i n g  g o o d .  T h e y 
sacrificed their all.  They are not 
after ministerial appointments or 
contracts. Why go after them?' 
Bishop Ezeokafor queried.

The chief  shepherd of  the 
Catholic Diocese of  Awka, while 
reacting on the abduction and 
killing of  Catholic priests across 
the country, condemned in strong 
terms the Muslim-Muslim ticket 
of  the ruling party, the All 
Progressives Congress, saying that 
it was unacceptable in a secular 
state like Nigeria, describing it as 
he ight  of  insens i t iv i ty  and 
wickedness.

'You cannot come to a state like 
Nigeria with many different 
religions and be talking about 
Muslim-Muslim ticket. Are they 
saying that there is no competent 
Christian in the north? I'm sure 
there are many of  them, even the 
Secretary of  the Government of  
the Federation (SGF), Boss 
Mustapha, is a Christian. They 
choose to ignore him and many 
others Christians in the North.

'There must be balance in 
everything. These are some of  the 
things that are causing so much 
agitation here and there. Nigerians 
should rise and condemn it. 
Nigeria is not a Moslem country. 
We have two major religions; 
Christianity and Islam. There are 
others too. Why settle for one 
religion if  you do not have a 

hidden agenda?,' he asked.
Bishop Ezeokafor said that 

Governor Soludo's intervention at 
the collapsed portion of  Amansea 
and Amawbia axis of  the Enugu – 
Onitsha Expressway had brought a 
lot of  relief  to commuters and 
transporters.

'We are happy that with even 
the challenges, this administration 
has continued to show some 
prospects. They said there will be 
massive road construction after the 
raining season. I suggest they get 
those weather forecasters to assist 

them. There are times in August 
when there will be a break. They 
can do something by then.

'Commmuters  p ly ing  the 
Amawbia axis of  the Enugu-
Onitsha Express Road have started 
heaving a sigh of  relief  now that 
the Anambra State Government, 
under Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo is reconstructing failed 
portions of  the road. It is a 
welcome development,' the bishop 
said.

 ce l ibate  prophet , 

AGodfrey Gbujie of  the 
Ministerial Leader of  

World Zionist Union, South-
East Nigeria, has said the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  b i d  o f  t h e 

candidate of  the Labour Party 
(LP), Peter Obi, is not ordinary, 
stating that there are strong 
spiritual forces backing him in 
the race. He called for intense 
prayers ahead of  the general 
elections next year. Gbujie who 

stated this on Sunday in Awka, 
Anambra State, said Nigerians 
might witness surprises in the 
polls due to what he called 'the 
level of  problems that will 
engulf  the country.”' He said, 
“The level of  problems we are 

witnessing now will be a child's 
play to what shall happen next 
year; let everyone pray and 
prepare because things will not 
be easy.” The 67-year-old 
prophet from Akabuo, Ahiazu 
Mbaise Local Government 
Area of  Imo State, noted that 
the blood of  the innocents 
killed, and cries of  millions 
deprived of  justice were before 
God. He said the country had 
moved three steps backward 
due  to  s in s,  no t ing  tha t 
everyone regardless of  tribe and 
creed must join in the national 
prayers. Gbujie had before this 
year's presidential primary of  
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) predicted that former 
governor of  Anambra State, Mr 
Peter Obi, would emerge the 
candidate of  PDP.

But Obi later defected to the 
Labour Party and became its 
presidential candidate for the 

2023 polls , a situation the 
prophet had expressed shock 
and disappointment about. 
However, Gbujie on Sunday 
said, “What is happening 
around Peter Obi ahead of  2023 
presidential election is not 
o r d i n a r y  a n d  eve r y b o dy 
especially those in authorities 
should be very careful. “I am 
saying this because nothing 
happens accidentally in the 
religious, economic and socio-
political realm. The hand of  
G o d  i s  b e h i n d  w h a t  i s 
happening around Peter Obi, 
especially the mass support 
from the youths across the 
country. “This calls for serious 
war ning for  those at  the 
corridors of  power, Obi, Alhaji 
Bola Tinubu and Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar and many others 
have been listed among actors 
to fulfill the divine plans for the 
country.”

What have we done? Bishop Ezeokafor 
bemoans killing of Priests
…Slams Muslim/Muslim ticket
...Hails Soludo's intervention on roads
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 

Awka

2023: Pray for Obi, I see spiritual forces backing him
- Imo born Prophet declares

From Ovat Mike,

Onitsha 

Gbujie

Ezeokafor

Obi
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Yakubu Maikyau elected new NBA president

News

Imo First Lady empowers widows in 
commemoration of International Widows Day
T

he Wife of  the Gover-
nor, Her Excellency, 
Barr. Mrs. Chioma 

Uzodimma has reiterated 
her determination to allevi-
ate the sufferings of  wom-
en, children and the vulner-
able in the State through 
continuous empowerment 
programmes. Barr. Uzo-
dimma stated this during 
empowerment programme 
for widows in the State in 
commemoration of  the 2022 
International Widows Day 
Celebration tagged “Sustain-
able solution towards finan-
cial independence“, held at 
Government House Owerri. 

Uzodimma described 
women as the bedrock of  the 
society as they play vital roles 
in politics, religion and econ-
omy as well as in the home 
front and therefore called 
on women to show love 

and support to one another. 
Handing over the grinders, 
cash and bags of  food items 
from Covid-19 emergency 
support 2022, to the recip-
ients, the Governor’s wife 
told them to never relent in 
their efforts towards cater-
ing for their families, while 
assuring them that the 3R 
Administration of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma will al-
ways reach out to them. She 
also extended her generosity 
to Imo Angels Football team 
and the rehabilitation centre 
at Umuneke.  Earlier in her 
welcome address, the Com-
missioner for Women Af-
fairs and Vulnerable Group, 
Lady Nkechinyere Ugwu 
noted that this year’s celebra-
tion was unique as the Imo 
First Lady interacted with 
the widows and delivered the 
gifts by herself. Lady Ugwu 

thanked everyone who came 
and pledged that her minis-
try will continue to extend 
helping hands to widows es-
pecially those going through 
inhumane treatment because 
of  certain unorthodox tradi-
tional practices. 

Also present at the event 
were Mrs Uche Kennedy 
Ibeh, wife of  the Speaker, 

Imo House of  Assembly 
and other wives of  Imo 
House of  assembly mem-
bers, SA to the Governor 
on Religious Affairs, Very 
Rev C.N. Nwanebu, SA to 
Her Excellency on Special 
Duties, Hon Humphrey 
Ikeaka, Wife of  APC State 
Chairman, Mrs Chioma 
Mcdonald Ebere, Lady Ngo-

Two million PVCs found buried
underground in Imo State

R
esidents in Imo State 
have discovered hun-
dreds of  PVCs buried 

underground in Imo state It 
was really an unfortunate sit-
uation in Imo State as thou-
sands of  permanent voters 
cards (PVC) were discovered 
buried underground in a gut-
ter.

In a trendy viral video, a 
man was heard lamenting in 
the background how many 
people were disenfranchised 
by the wicked act.

“Yet INEC will be calling 
on people to go out and reg-
ister, only for them to keep 
the cards from the owners 
by depriving them of  their 
voting rights. What a wicked 
country,” he said.

“INEC could actually send 
the PVCs to several wards to 
help lessen the stress of  mil-

lions struggling to collect the 
PVCs at the various INEC 
offices.

The video as shown casts 
aspersions on the veracity of  
INEC in the adequate distri-
bution of  the PVCs. A man 
who shared the video on his 
Instagram page alleged it is a 
ploy by politicians to disen-
franchise many residents of  
the Southeast.

The PVCs were reported-
ly dug out from the ground. 
According to the man mak-
ing the report, there are 
over 2 million PVCs buried 
underground to stop people 
from the South-East to vote 
in the last election.

Reactions have since 
trailed the report on social 
media, as many asked if  
this could be the reason why 
southeast voter strength is 
low.

A 
Senior Advocate 
of  Nigeria (SAN), 
Yakubu Maikyau, 

has emerged as the 31st Pres-
ident of  the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation (NBA).

Maikyau was named the 
new NBA president follow-
ing an election of  the legal 
body which was held virtu-
ally.

The Chairman of  the Elec-
toral Committee who is also 
an SAN, Professor Ayodele 
Akintunde, announced made 
the declaration on Sunday in 
Abuja while announcing the 
result of  the poll.

Maikyau who polled a to-
tal of  22, 342 votes to win the 
election, was followed closely 
by his fellow SAN, Joe-Kyari 
Gadzama who scored 10, 
842 votes.

Mr Taidi Jonathan came 
third in the exercise with a 
total of  1,373 votes.

Following the declaration, 
Maikyau is expected to take 
over the leadership of  the le-
gal body from the outgoing 
NBA President, Olumide 
Akpata.

Other national officers 
elected are Mrs Linda Bala 
– 1st Vice President, Mr 
Clement Ugo – 2nd Vice 
President, and Mrs Amanda 
Demechi-Asagba – 3rd Vice 
President.

Also elected are Mr Ades-
ina Adegbite – General 
Secretary, Mr Daniel Kip 
Ka-Ayli – Assistant General 
Secretary, Ms Chinyere Oba-
si – National Welfare Secre-

tary, Mr Habeeb Lawal – Na-
tional Publicity Secretary, Mr 
Olawole Ajiboye – Assistant 
Publicity Secretary, and An-
ze-Bishop Ladidi – Treasurer.

20 lawyers were equally 
elected as members of  the 
NBA General Council to rep-
resent the western, eastern, 
and northern zones.

Announcing the election 
results, Professor Akintunde 
disclosed that the records of  
59,388 out of  a total of  59, 
392 eligible voters on the 
NBA database were okayed 
to vote.

He added that while 1,346 
emails that were sent out 
to some of  the eligible vot-
ers bounced back, 34,809 
lawyers, representing 58.61 
per cent of  the membership 
strength of  the association 
participated in the election 
that was conducted electron-
ically.

The SAN stated that some 
of  the common complaints 
the Electoral Committee 
Secretariat received included 
the inability of  some lawyers 
to correctly input their Su-
preme Court Number (SCN) 
as instructed, wrong/invalid 
contact information, no vot-
ing links, as well as multiple 
email reminders.

In his acceptance speech, 
the NBA president-elect 
urged all those who contested 
the election and lost to join 
his team to make the associ-
ation better.

He also advised the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 

Anambra children during their registration into the state’s Healthcare Development Agency.

zi Oche, Chairwoman ISA-
MATA Imo State, Jennifer 
Anusiem, CEO Imo Angels, 
APC LGA Woman Leaders, 
Directors in the Ministry of  
Women Affairs and Vulnera-
ble Group and others. 

In their votes of  thanks, 
Mrs Justina Peter and Mrs 
Onyinyechi Akoro thanked 
the Imo First Lady for put-

ting smiles on their faces 
and prayed God to contin-
ue sustaining her and the 
State government at large. 
They promised to put the 
gift items to maximum use. 
Highlights of  the event were 
dancing and praising God by 
the widows and the presenta-
tion of  empowerment items 
by the Governor’s wife.

Commission (INEC) to come 
to understudy the technolo-
gy-driven electoral system of  
the NBA to conduct free and 
fair elections in 2023.

Maikyau said his adminis-
tration would be transparent, 
promote the rule of  law, and 
protect human rights in the 
country.

Akpata, whose tenure 

expires on August 26, on 
his part, said the NBA has 
mandated its Public Interest 
Litigation Committee to ap-
proach the INEC to verify 
an allegation that it allowed 
the substitution of  names of  
candidates that did not partic-
ipate in the primary election 
of  their political parties and 
take it up from there.

Enyinnaya Onuegbu bags new 
appointment from Uzodimma

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo 
State has appoint-

ed pioneer Commissioner 
for Lands and Survey, Barr. 
Enyinnaya Onuegbu, as his 
Chief  Political Adviser and 
Head of  Political Bureau of  
his administration.

According to a statement 
signed by the Governor’s 
Media Adviser/Chief  Press 
Secretary, Oguwike Nwa-
chuku,  Onuegbu who had 
had a short stint as Com-
missioner for Power before 
the Governor dissolved his 
Cabinet which affected him, 
was unveiled on Saturday at 
a meeting where Governor 
Uzodimma addressed the 
All Progressives Congress 
candidates in Imo State.

His appointment takes im-

mediate effect.
Onuegbu, an ex-officio 

member of  the APC, is a 
committed member of  the 
Party and has many years 
of  active experience in legal 
practice

He hails from Ngor Okpa-
la Local Government Area 
of  Imo State and, as the Tra-
ditional Prime Minister of  
his community, goes by the 
title Ebekuodike.

Governor Uzodimma ex-
pects Onuegbu to bring the 
weight of  experience he has 
acquired in the traditional, 
political and legal institu-
tions into the office he has 
just been appointed into and 
make a mark that will not 
only be irresistible but an 
envy to many.

Buhari urges youth to look beyond 
ethnicity, religion 

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has advised Ni-
gerian youth to look 

beyond culture, ethnicity and 
religion in relating with one 
another.

He also urged them to em-
bark on more travels, min-
gling, tolerance and negoti-
ations to appreciate the rich 
diversity of  the country.

The president gave the ad-
vice when he received mem-
bers of  the National Youth 
Service Corps serving in his 
country home, Daura, Katsi-
na State on Saturday.

According to Mr Buhari, 
a regular interface and a 
broader vision of  Nigeria as a 
whole will improve relation-
ships, especially among the 
youth.

The president’s media aide, 
Garba Shehu, in a statement 
in Abuja, quoted Mr Buhari 
as saying: ”Thank you so 
much for coming to see me. 
I have been away from home 
since Sallah celebration a 
year ago. And my attention 

has been on Nigeria, which is 
bigger than my town.

“Every time I meet former 
Head of  State, Gen. Yakubu 
Gowon, I always thank him 
for the NYSC, which helps 
people to move all over Nige-
ria. “Before the NYSC there 
were people who had never 
moved out of  their locality.”

The president said the 
scheme broadened the hori-
zon for many over the years 
and reduced the tensions and 
misunderstandings that exist 
between strangers.

“When I joined the army, 
I was posted to Abeokuta 
and then Lagos. And I have 
travelled all over Nigeria,” he 
added. Buhari told the youth 
corps members to keep ex-
panding their views on life 
and opportunities, and avoid 
the limitations of  culture, eth-
nicity and religion by explor-
ing technology to network, 
even beyond borders, ensure 
personal development and a 
more competitive means of  
livelihood.

News Echo   Monday 18 - Tuesday 19 July, 2022                                                                                                Page 7



Page 8Monday 18 - Tuesday 19 July, 2022  

Fire for FirePolitics

h e  c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e TPeople's Democratic Party 
(PDP )Ademola Adeleke 

h a s  w o n  t h e  O s u n  S t a t e 
governorship election as declared 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC)

Adeleke polled 403,371 votes to 
defeat the incumbent Governor 
a n d  C a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress (APac) 
Gboyega Oyetola who polled 
375,027 votes.

The PDP candidate won 17 of  
the 30 Local Government Areas 
( LG A s )  i n  t h e  O s u n  S t a t e 
governorship election while APC 
candidate Oyetola won in the 
remaining 13 LGAs, according to 
results announced by INEC on 
Sunday morning.

T h e  c o l l a t i o n  a n d 
announcement of  results were held 
at the INEC office in Osogbo, the 
state capital.

Adeleke, a former senator and 
younger brother to the state's first 
governor, Isiaka Adeleke, defeated 
Oyetola, by a margin of  about 
44,426 votes.

13 other candidates that took 
part in the election includ|ed Akin 
Ogunbiyi of  the Accord Party 
(AP), Goke Omigbodun of  the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) 
and the former deputy speaker of  
the House of  Representatives, 
Lasun Yusuf, who contested under 
the platform of  Labour Party (LP)

Caretaker Chairman of  the 
party in Osun state, Dr. Akindele 
A d e k u n l e  b e f o r e  t h e 
announcement declared that the 
party had secured a majority as 
well as more than two third spread 
across the 30 local governments 
and area offices.

PDP in a statement noted that 
the victory of  the party at the poll is 
a product of  mass mobilisation 
and grand coalition of  people of  
Osun state against bad governance 
and insensitive leadership.

While thanking the people of  
Osun state for endorsing and 
affirming Ademola Adeleke's 
governorship bid, the party sternly 

warns against any attempt to 
tamper with the result of  the 
election.

However, Osun Governor and 
candidate of  the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, Adegboyega 
Oyetola has taken cognisance of  
the results of  the governorship 
election in the State as announced 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, on 
Sunday.

He, however, noted that the 
par ty  would  be  responding 
appropriately after studying the 
results and consulting with critical 
stakeholders of  the party.

In a statement issued by his 
Chief  Press Secretary, Ismail 
Omipidan, Oyetola called on his 
supporters to remain calm, and the 
people of  the State to go about 
their businesses without let or 
hindrance.

The Governor also called on 
security operatives to ensure 
maintenance of  law and order. He, 
has therefore, directed security 
operatives to take adequate charge 
so as to prevent break down of  law 
and order.

Reacting to the victory, Senator 
Ademola Adeleke has assured 
Osun State residents of  greater 
t h i n g s  a s  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t 
National Electoral Commission, 
INEC declares him winner of  
Saturday's polls

Speaking to  newsmen on 
Sunday, Adeleke assured that 
Osun State will move forward, 
describing himself  as the Governor 
of  the people.

 “They supported me and Osun 
S t a t e  w i l l  n e ve r  a g a i n  g o 
backwards, they will keep moving 
forward and I can assure you once 
again I'll not disappoint the masses 
that stood by me

“I'll go ahead and make sure 
Osun is great again. I'll bring good 
tidings to Osun thank you to 
everyone.

Hours after the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) announced the outcome 
of  the poll, the President stated 

that the will of  the electorate must 
always prevail.

“With the election over, the 
President expresses the conviction 
that the people of  Osun have 
expressed their will through the 
ballot, and the will of  the people 
must  a lways matter  and be 
respected in a  democracy,” 
President Buhari's Special Adviser 
on Media and Publicity, Femi 
Adesina, said in a statement on 
Sunday in Abuja.

“President Buhari notes that the 
successful conduct of  the election 
is further testimony to the maturity 
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a l l 
stakeholders – the electoral body, 
security agencies, political parties, 
the media, civil society, and the 
electorate – to further strengthen 
the integrity of  the electoral 
process in the country.

“The President reassures the 
nation that the commitment of  this 
administration towards having 
c r e d i b l e  e l e c t i o n s  r e m a i n s 
unshaken.”

Reacting to Adeleke's victory at 
g o v e r n o r s h i p  p o l l ,  A t i k u 
Abubakar,  the  pres ident ia l 
a s p i r a n t  o f  t h e  P e o p l e s 
Democratic Party, PDP, who 
congratulated Senator Ademola 
Nurudeen Jackson Adeleke for 
emerging winner of  the Osun State 
governorship election, said Atiku 
said light has come to Osun State 
following the well-fought victory.

 “ M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y , 
congratulations to the great people 
of  Osun State for proving that 
power indeed belongs to the 
people.”  He wrote.

National Chairman of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 
Dr Iyorchia Ayu, has also hailed 
the people of  Osun State for 
returning the party to power and 
f r e e i n g  t h e m s e l ve s  f r o m  a 
government of  excuses.

Dr Ayu said this in a statement 
on Sunday in which he also 
commended his party's candidate 
a n d  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s 
governorship election, Senator 
Ademola Adeleke.

Adeleke had secured 403, 371 
votes  in  the  po l l  to  de fea t 
incumbent governor, Gboyega 
Oyetola, who secured 375, 027 
votes.

The PDP leader who said the 
victory was symbolic for two 
reasons shared the reasons behind 
that.

He said, “Twelve years ago, 
specifically on 26th November 
2010, the PDP lost Osun State – 
not through the ballot-box – but via 
a judicial coup (ruling).

“That coup (ruling) terminated 
the action-packed tenure of  HE 
Olagunsoye Oyinlola. And since 
then, Osun has been frozen in 
e x e c u t i v e  m i s r u l e  a n d 
underdevelopment.

“Four years ago, the PDP won 
t h e  g ove r n o r s h i p,  b u t  o u r 
Candidate, Sen. Adeleke, was 
robbed of  v ictor y in  broad 
daylight. We went back to the 
drawing board, and today, we have 
reclaimed our victory.

“Today is, therefore, not just a 
day of  double restoration – it's a 
day of  redemption too. It restores 
PDP to power and redeems the 
Osun people from the scourge of  
mediocrity, empty promises, and 
excuses.”

 “ T h i s  e l e c t i o n  w a s  a 
referendum on the disastrous APC 
s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  p r o v e s 
conclusively that Nigerians want 
PDP back. And, indeed, PDP is 
coming!” he declared.

 “A few days ago, the defeated 
and outgoing Governor, HE 
Adegboyega Oyetola, and his 
party, the APC, did everything to 
frustrate us. This included denying 
us the use of  any public facility in 
the state capital for our mega-
rally,” he said.

“We had to use the party's state 
secretariat. As it were, we couldn't 
have access to the stadium, but we 
had access to the people's hearts, 
loyalty, and votes.

“The convincing win of  403,371 
against Gov. Oyetola's 375,027 is 
ample proof  of  that.”

“I congratulate the good people 

and residents of  Osun 
state. I hail every party 
stakeholder who stood 
with us in action, 
prayers, and hope,” he 
said.

“You have kept faith 
with the PDP. You 
r e f u s e d  t o  b e 
i n t i m i d a t e d .  Yo u 
refused to be bought 
over with foodstuffs 
and 30 silver coins. 
Y o u  s a i d  n o  t o 
thuggery and vote-
fraud. You have done 
well.”

 “ W i t h  O S U N 
D O N E ,  N E X T 
VILLA!” he said. “We 
c a l l  o n  a l l  P D P 

members and all Nigerians to join 
the moving PDP train. Don't be left 
behind. Our NEXT destination is 
ASO VILLA.

“With PDP, Nigeria shall rise 
again. Indeed, she is already rising. 
Osun people have spoken. The rest 
of  Nigeria shall speak with a 
r e s o u n d i n g  Vo i c e  o n  2 5 t h 
February 2023.”

On his part, Governor Godwin 
Obaseki of  Edo State says the 
victory of  Ademola Adeleke of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP in 
t h e  j u s t  c o n c l u d e d  O s u n 
governorship election is a clear 
message to Nigerians ahead of  the 
2023 general elections.

Reacting further, Obaseki who 
congratulated Adeleke for the 
“well deserved” victory, also 
commended the electoral body for 
sustaining what he termed as 
electoral reform.

In a statement he personally 
signed on Sunday morning, 
Obaseki said the electoral reform 
which according to him, started 
during the Edo State governorship 
election in 2020, has ensured free, 
fair and credible elections.

The statement reads in part, 
“We stand with the people of  Osun 
in sending a clear message to 
Nigerians that we are prepared and 
ready to rescue them from the 
hardship and woes that they have 
been thrown into.

“We thank the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) for sustaining the electoral 
reforms which started in the 
September 19, 2020, Edo State 
governorship election.

“These reforms have ensured 
peaceful, fair and credible conduct 
of  the election, which gave the 
people the freedom to elect their 
preferred candidate.

“As a party, we remain steadfast 
in our commitment to rescue 
Nigeria and are, by this victory, 
fired up to go into the 2023 general 
elections to win”.

Buhari, Atiku, Iyorchia Ayu, Obaseki others react…

Osun guber poll: PDP's Ademola Adeleke
wins APC's incumbent Oyetola 

Oyetola Adeleke
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h e  N i g e r i a  L a b o u r TCong re s s  (NLC)  has 
f a u l t e d  t h e  Fe d e r a l 

Government over its handling of  
the industrial actions that have 
grounded activities in public 
universities.

It is also calling on the 
Federal Government to pay the 
salaries of  the striking workers, 
which it said had since “been 
frozen on the premise of  the so-
called 'no work-no pay' policy”.

The request for the payment 
of  the workers is one of  two 
demands the top labour union 
made in a statement on Sunday, 
five months after a strike by the 
A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities (ASUU) began.

Other  unions  in  publ ic 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  s i n c e 
commenced industrial action, 
strengthening the ASUU strike 
which started on February 14, 
disrupting the education of  
millions of  Nigerian students.

In the statement signed by its 
President, Ayuba Waba, the NLC 
d e m a n d e d ,  “ T h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government should immediately 
conclude the ongoing negotiation 
with trade unions in Nigeria's 
universities and be prepared to 
commence implementation of  
whatever Collective Bargaining 
Agreement arising therefrom so 
that public universities in Nigeria 
can resume normal activities.”

Hopes that the strike which is 
now in its fifth month will be 
resolved any time soon have 
looked sl im as the Federal 
G ove r n m e n t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e 
M i n i s t r y  o f  L a b o u r  a n d 
Employment, and ASUU have 
traded accusations with talks since 
abandoned.

The NLC is troubled by the 
development and the sincerity of  
the Federal Government in its 
negotiations with the university 
unions.

It stated this in its statement 
titled 'Federal Government Not 
Negotiating In Good Faith to 
resolve the crisis in Nigeria's 
Public Universities'.

Of  particular concern are 
reports that the government may 
have rejected a report by a 
committee it set up over the strike.

“ T h e  N i g e r i a  L a b o u r 
Congress is concerned about 
reports widely disseminated by 
the media both online and 
traditional positing that the 
Federal Government may have 
rejected its own Nimi-Briggs 
Committee on the premise of  
alleged disparity between the pay 
rise al located to university 
teaching staff  and the non-
teaching staff,” the statement read 
in part.

“First, we wish to posit that 
the purpose for setting up the 
Nimi Briggs Committee was to 
conform with the fundamental 
principles of  the rights of  trade 

unions to collective bargaining as 
guaranteed by ILO Convention 
Number 98 which Nigeria has 
ratified.

“Second, we wish to point out 
that one of  the cardinal principles 
of  collective bargaining is the 
Principle of  Negotiation in Good 
Faith. Elements of  this principle 
includes conducting genuine and 
constructive negotiations, making 
e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  r e a c h  a n 
agreement, avoiding unjustified 
delays and complying with the 
agreements when they are signed 
by the negotiating parties.”

Another sour point for the 
NLC is the level of  engagement 
between the Federal Government 
and the unions.

It said, “Since the Federal 
Government decided to set up the 
Nimi-Briggs Committee to make 
recommendations on the review 
of  the salaries of  workers in 
N i g e r i a ' s  u n i v e r s i t y,  t h e 
negotiating unions and the 
Nigeria Labour Congress have 
been kept in the dark on the report 
of  the Committee.

“It is, therefore, a shocker for 
us to read from the media snippets 
of  a report of  what is strictly the 
product of  a negotiation between 
t h e  Fe d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
Committee and the concerned 
trade unions.

“Our first response is to aver 
that this development gravely 
betrays and undermines the 
principle of  negotiation in good 
fa i th  as  i t  mani fes t s  c rass 
disrespect by the government for 
t r a d e  u n i o n s  i n  N i g e r i a ' s 
universities.

“Second, the circumstances 
surrounding the work of  the 
Nimi-Briggs Committee also 
por trays the disposit ion of  
government as mortally unserious 
unfortunately in such a grievous 
matter as the locking up of public 
univers i t ies  for  near ly  f ive 
months.”

Read the full  statement 
below:

F E D E R A L 
G O V E R N M E N T  N O T 
NEGOTIATING IN GOOD 
FAITH TO RESOLVE THE 
CRISIS IN NIGERIA'S PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITIES

“ T h e  N i g e r i a  L a b o u r 
Congress is concerned about 
reports widely disseminated by 
the media both online and 
traditional positing that the 
Federal Government may have 
rejected its own Nimi-Briggs 
Committee on the premise of  
alleged disparity between the pay 
rise al located to university 
teaching staff  and the non-
teaching staff.

First, we wish to posit that the 
purpose for setting up the Nimi 
Briggs Committee was to conform 
with the fundamental principles 
of  the rights of  trade unions to 
c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a s 

guaranteed by ILO Convention 
Number 98 which Nigeria has 
ratified.

Second, we wish to point out 
that one of  the cardinal principles 
of  collective bargaining is the 
Principle of  Negotiation in Good 
Faith. Elements of  this principle 
includes conducting genuine and 
constructive negotiations, making 
e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  r e a c h  a n 
agreement, avoiding unjustified 
delays and complying with the 
agreements when they are signed 
by the negotiating parties.

S i n c e  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government decided to set up the 
Nimi-briggs Committee to make 
recommendations on the review 
of  the salaries of  workers in 
N i g e r i a ' s  u n i v e r s i t y,  t h e 
negotiating unions and the 
Nigeria Labour Congress have 
been kept in the dark on the report 
of  the Committee. It is, therefore, 
a shocker for us to read from the 
media snippets of  a report of  what 
is strictly the product of  a 
negotiation between the Federal 
Government Committee and the 
concerned trade unions.

Our first response is to aver 
that this development gravely 
betrays and undermines the 
principle of  negotiation in good 
fa i th  as  i t  mani fes t s  c rass 
disrespect by government for trade 
unions in Nigeria's universities. 
Second,  the  c i rcumstances 
surrounding the work of  the 
Nimi-Briggs Committee also 
por trays the disposit ion of  
government as mortally unserious 
unfortunately in such a grievous 
matter as the locking up of public 
universities for nearly five months.

Nigerians would recall that 
the 2009 Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between the Federal 
Government and the union in the 
tertiary institutions had expired 
long before now. Given the free fall 

of  Nigeria's currency, the Naira, 
and its continuous devaluation, 
the need for the review of  the 2009 
Collective Bargaining Agreement 
is public knowledge. As it stands 
today,  the  h ighes t  ear ning 
university Professor and staff  
earns less than $800 as take-home 
pay. This is indeed very ridiculous 
and is a major factor to the high 
rate of  brain drain in our system 
making us unable to retain our 
best brains.

It could be recalled that a 
tr ipar ti te plus meeting was 
c o nv e n e d  b y  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government on 12th May 2022 at 
the instance of  the Nigeria Labour 
Congress and well-meaning 
Nigerians to resolve the crises in 
our tertiary institutions. The 
Federal Government team which 
consists of  the Secretary to the 
Government of  the Federation, 
Honourable Minister of  Labour 
and Employment and other top 
government officials and was led 
by the Chief  of  Staff  to President 
Muhammadu Buhari. Also in 
attendance at the meeting were 
the leaders of  the two major faiths 
in Nigeria: His Eminence, the 
S u l t a n  o f  S o k o t o  a n d  t h e 
Chairman of  the Christ ian 
Association of  Nigeria (CAN). In 
attendance also were all the trade 
unions in the education sector, 
Nigeria Labour Congress, and the 
Trade Union Congress.

Negotiations were held and 
the meeting was adjourned for 
three weeks to allow the Nimi-
Briggs Committee to turn in their 
report and also to allow NITDA to 
subject all the proposed payment 
p la t for ms  to  in teg r i ty  t e s t 
including IPPIS. The committee 
was asked to conclude its work 
and report back to the negotiation 
meeting.

I t  w a s  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government, at the Tripartite 

Plus negotiation meeting, that 
requested that the meeting be 
adjourned for three weeks to 
enable the Briggs Committee to 
submit their report and for 
integrity test to be conducted on 
the payment platform proposed by 
the trade unions.  How can 
government now turn around to 
blame the unions for the work of  a 
committee they appointed? This 
was the same way the last 
committee report on this matter 
was aborted.

Given the foregoing and in 
line with the resolutions of  the 
National Executive Council 
(NEC) of  the Nigeria Labour 
Congress which took place on the 
30th of  June 2022, we demand the 
fol lowing from the Federal 
Government:

1. The Federal Government 
should immediately conclude the 
ongoing negotiation with trade 
unions in Nigeria's universities 
and be prepared to commence 
implementation of  whatever 
Collective Bargaining Agreement 
arising therefrom so that public 
universities in Nigeria can resume 
normal activities; and

2. The Federal Government 
should immediately pay the 
salaries of  striking university 
workers which had been frozen on 
the premise of  the so-called “no 
work-no pay” policy especially as 
recommended by the leaders of  
Nigeria's two major faiths.

We demand that the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  m e e t s  t h e s e 
d e m a n d s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
resolutions of  the statutory organs 
of  the Congress.

All the decisions of  the NEC 
have been activated accordingly 
with a circular to affiliates and 
state councils of  Nigeria Labour 
Congress.”
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NLC demands payment of striking
University workers' entitlements

Buhari Osodeke Wabba



efore the discovery of  Bcrude oil and gas in 
commercial quantities 

in the country, agriculture was 
the mainstay of  the Nigerian 
economy. The sector was a 
resilient sustainer of  the people 
in  terms of  food supply, 
employment and national 
income generation. This was 
possible as a result of  focused 
region-based policies, alongside 
the comparative advantages 
bestowed by the different 
produces.

However, the sector has 
s t r u g g l e d  t o  l i v e  u p  t o 
expectations since the 1980s, 
due to policy neglect, economic 
distraction and the indiscretion 
o f  s u c c e s s i v e  N i g e r i a n 
governments.

T h e  “ o i l  b o o m ” 
experienced in Nigeria in the 
1970s heralded an era of  decay 
and decline in agricultural 
o u t p u t  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l 
contribution of  the sector to the 
e c o n o my.  T h e  o i l  b o o m 
changed Nigeria's perception of  
the place and role of  agriculture 
in national development.

A strong, efficient and 
productive agricultural sector 
has the capacity to enable a 
countr y feed i ts  g rowing 
population, export and earn 
foreign exchange, generate 
employment and provide raw 
materials for industries. The 
agricultural sector has the 
potential to be the industrial 
and economic platforms from 
which the speedy development 
of  a country would take off.

T h r o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e, 
environmental benefits such as 
sustainable management and 
renewal of  natural resources, 
preservation of  biodiversity, 
land conservation, as well as 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 
development and viability of  
rural areas can be derived. At 
micro and macro levels, the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  i s 
strategically positioned to have 
a high multiplier effect on any 
nat ion ' s  ques t  for  soc io -
economic  and  indus t r ia l 
development.

Looking back, the history 
of  agriculture in Nigeria dates 
far back to the pre-colonial era. 
Subsistence agriculture was 
overwhelmingly dominant on 
the eve of  British colonial rule 
in Nigeria. In this enterprise, 
food production featured 
prominently and there was self-
sufficiency in food supply. With 
the country's vast agricultural 
resources and large expanse of  

arable land and well distributed 
r a i n f a l l  a n d  a  w a r m 
temperature all year round, 
agriculture played a progressive 
role in serving as the major 
source of  livelihood of  the 
country's population.

A s  w e  m o s t l y  k n o w, 
agriculture is broadly divided 
into four sectors in Nigeria – 
crop production,  f ishing, 
livestock and forestry. Crop 
production remains the largest 
segment and it accounts for 
about 87.6 per cent of  the 
sector's total output. This is 
followed by livestock, fishing 
and forestry at 8.1 per cent, 3.2 
per cent and 1.1 per cent 
respec t ive ly.  Ag r icu l ture 
remains the largest sector in 
Niger ia ,  cont r ibut ing  an 
average of  24 per cent to the 
nation's GDP over seven years 
(2013 – 2019). In addition, the 
sector employs more than 36 
per cent of  the country's labour 
force, a feat which ranks the 
sector as the largest employer of  
labour in Nigeria.

In recent times, the sector 
has been having a whole lot of  
challenges, especially lack of  
access to finance. To mitigate 
this, the Federal Government 
provided several facilities 
through the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) such as the 
A n c h o r  B o r r o w e r ' s 
Programme,  which helps 
provide small scale farmers 
with adequate financing. This is 
however grossly inadequate.

Outda ted  methods  o f  

agriculture, such as the use of  
hoes and cutlasses reduce 
efficiency, as these methods are 
costly and time consuming. 
Nigeria's failure to adopt 
advanced mechanised systems 
has reduced the quality of  its 
agricultural products. Violent 
conflicts due to desertification 
and water depletion in the 
Northern part of  Nigeria is a big 
problem. Nomadic herdsmen 
are now shifting towards the 
Southern part of  the country in 
search of  grazing fields and 
water for their animals and this 
has resulted in clashes with crop 
farmers in the South, thereby 

causing food producing states 
to witness declines in output. 
Resource shortage is another 
big challenge because over the 
past years, Nigeria has dealt 
with very low yields per hectare 
due to shortages in the supply of  
inputs, such as seedlings and 
fertilisers, as well as inadequate 
ir r igat ion and har vest ing 
s y s t e m s,  w h i c h  h i n d e r s 
productivity and yield rates. 
And lastly, with a population of  
roughly 200 million people, 
N i g e r i a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
productivity is insufficient to 
meet the food demands of  its 
growing populations, thus 

increasing the demand and 
supply gap in Nigeria.

As part of  efforts to reverse 
t h i s  t r e n d  a n d  c a u s e  a 
transformation in the nation's 
agricultural sector, the Federal 
Government, through the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETFund), recently struck a 
partnership deal with Brazil 
and the Forum for Agricultural 
Research in Africa (FARA).

This deal was sealed at the 
First Agricultural Research and 
Innovation Fellowship for 
Africa (ARIFA) symposium, 
held at Federal University of  
Viçosa, Brazil, with the theme, 
“Pedagogic Retooling Strategy 
for  Afr ica ' s  Ag r icu l tura l 
Research and Innovation 
System: Lessons from Brazil.”

The essence of  the deal is 
for Nigerian institutions like 
TETFund to be able to send 
young students to Brazil to 
study how it was able to use 
agriculture to drive its economy 
into the stage it is at the 
moment. Already TETFund is 
currently sponsoring about 120 
scholars who are running their 
Masters and PhD programmes 
in Brazil with the sole objective 
o f  u n d e r - s t u dy i n g  t h e i r 
Agricultural Revolution Policy 
and its impact on the national 
economy. This latest agreement 
would therefore empower 
TETFund to be able to do more 
of  this.

Nigeria stands to benefit a 
lot from this collaboration, 
considering the advantage of  
similarities the two countries 
have in climate, ecology, and 
types of  crops, which means 
that whatever grows in Brazil 
will also grow in Nigeria.
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By Rahma Oladosu

Revamping agriculture through
strategic education collaborations 

“

“

A strong, efcient and productive 
agricultural sector has the capacity to enable 

a country feed its growing population, 
export and earn foreign exchange, generate 
employment and provide raw materials for 
industries. The agricultural sector has the 
potential to be the industrial and economic 

platforms from which the speedy 
development of  a country would take off.

Looking back, the history of  agriculture in 
Nigeria dates far back to the pre-colonial era. 
Subsistence agriculture was overwhelmingly 

dominant on the eve of  British colonial rule in 
Nigeria. In this enterprise, food production 

featured prominently and there was self-
sufciency in food supply. With the country's 
vast agricultural resources and large expanse 
of  arable land and well distributed rainfall 

and a warm temperature all year round, 
agriculture played a progressive role in serving 

as the major source of  livelihood of  the 
country's population.
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Foreign News

B
oris Johnson is skip-
ping a crisis meeting on 
the looming life-threat-
ening heatwave appar-

ently to host a party at his luxu-
ry Chequers rural retreat.

Ministers and experts are 
gathering in the Cabinet Office 
on Saturday afternoon for a 
Cobra meeting to prepare for 
temperatures hitting an unprec-
edented 40C on Monday.

But the prime minister will be 
30 miles away in Buckingham-
shire at a get together for friends 
and family, ahead of  being 
kicked out of  his country retreat 
at the start of  September.

It is going ahead after Mr 
Johnson and his wife Carrie 
had to abandon an earlier plan 
to use Chequers for a delayed 
wedding reception after heavy 
criticism.

Angela Rayner, Labour’s dep-
uty leader, said: “Boris John-
son has gone missing in action 
again. He’s back to his old trick 
of  skipping important Cobra 
meetings.

“The public will have no con-
fidence in this zombie Conserv-
ative government responding 
swiftly and decisively to this 
national emergency as this dis-
graced prime minister prepares 
to party while Britain boils.”

A Downing Street source told 
The Independent it was “not 
unusual” for other members of  
the cabinet, in this case Cabinet 

Boris Johnson

Office Minister Kit Malthouse, 
to lead Cobra meetings.

Mr. Johnson’s absence mirrors 
the controversy at the start of  
his premiership when he missed 
a string of  meetings on the Cov-
id pandemic as he arranged his 
divorce and penned a book on 
Shakespeare, it is believed.

Chequers, a grade l-listed 
16th-century mansion and the 
official country residence of  
British prime ministers since 
1921, boasts an indoor swim-
ming pool and hundreds of  
acres of  gardens.

Formal invitations went out 
earlier this week to the party, it 
is thought. A Tory source told 
Sky News: “It is their farewell 
bash at Chequers this weekend. 
Partners and children are all in-
vited.”

It is the second Cobra meeting 
Mr Malthouse has led on the 
threat posed by the heatwave in 
Mr Johnson’s absence, after an 
earlier one was held last Thurs-
day.

Meteorologists estimate an 80 
per cent chance of  the mercury 
topping the UK’s record tem-
perature of  38.7C, set in Cam-
bridge in 2019, when the hot 
spell peaks on Tuesday.

The Met Office issued its first 
red warning for extreme heat, 
covering a swathe of  England 
from London to Manchester 
and York on Monday and Tues-
day.

Sadiq Khan, the London 
mayor, has hosted a special 
meeting to ensure the NHS, the 
Metropolitan Police, the Lon-
don Fire Brigade, the London 
Ambulance Service, councils 
and Transport for London have 
a robust plan for the capital.

Ms Rayner added of  Mr John-
son’s absence: “Where’s the 
plan for the delivery of  essential 
services and how people will be 

Boris Johnson skips heatwave crisis 
meeting to host ‘Chequers party’

50,000 Russians killed or wounded,
British military says 

kept safe at work, on transport, 
in schools, hospitals and care 
homes?”

The prime minister is also be-
lieved to be preparing to miss 
next Wednesday’s prime minis-
ter’s questions in the Commons, 
which would have been his last.

He is expected to attend a 
memorial service for the assas-
sinated former Japanese prime 
minister Shinzo Abe in the mid-
dle of  the week. 

R
ussia has lost more 
than 30% of  its land 
combat effectiveness 
in Ukraine, but mil-

itary issues won’t prompt re-
gime change in the invading 
country, Britain’s top military 
official said Sunday.

Admiral Sir Tony Radak-
in, chief  of  defense staff, dis-
missed any suggestion that 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin could be toppled or assas-
sinated as “wishful thinking.” 
But  Ukraine’s spirited defense, 
aided by NATO weaponry, has 
set back Russian plans for swift 
victory, he said.

 “What that actually means 
is 50,000 Russian soldiers that 
have either died or been injured 
in this conflict,” Radakin told 
the BBC. “Nearly 1,700 Rus-
sian tanks destroyed, nearly 
4,000 armored fighting vehi-
cles that belong to Russia de-
stroyed.”

Still, Putin’s regime is viewed 
as stable and the Russian presi-
dents continues to easily quash 
opposition, Radakin said. Rus-
sia’s hierarchy is “invested” in 
Putin, he said, removing the 
motivation to challenge his au-
thority.

Liza was among 23 people 
killed, including two boys aged 
7 and 8, in Thursday’s missile 
strike in Vinnytsia. Her mother, 
Iryna Dmytrieva, was among 
the scores injured.

Russian airstrikes are focused 
on Mykolaiv, a city in southern 
Ukraine that is near the Black 
Sea coast between Russian-oc-
cupied Crimea and the Ukrain-
ian port of  Odesa. Mykolaiv 
Mayor Oleksandr Senkevych 
said the Russian missiles struck 
an industrial and infrastructure 
facility in the city, a key ship-
building center in the estuary of  
the Southern Bug river. There 
was no immediate information 

about casualties.
The attacks are part of  a larg-

er effort by the Kremlin to shore 
up its positions near Crimea, we 
well as the Zaporizhzhia region 
in the north, according to the 
latest update from the British 
Defense Ministry on Sunday. 
At the same time, Ukrainian 
troops are pushing back.

“Ukrainian forces have been 
applying pressure on the Rus-
sian defensive line in Kherson 
Oblast for over a month now, 
and recent political statements 
from both Zelenskky and the 
Deputy Prime Minister have 
warned of  forthcoming offense 
operations to force Russia out 
of  the areas it currently con-
trols,” the ministry tweeted.

Russian Defense Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu gave “instructions to 
further intensify the actions of  
units in all operational areas, in 
order to exclude the possibility 
of  the Kyiv regime launching 

A woman carries a portrait of  Liza, 4-year-old girl killed by Russian 
attack, during a funeral ceremony in Vinnytsia, Ukraine, on July 17, 
2022.

South Africans 
quitting jobs

as they cannot 
afford travel

costs

M
ore money is spent on 
transport and electricity, 
leaving workers with al-

most nothing.
There are people who are resign-

ing from their jobs because they 
cannot afford to go to work.

Many took to social media to 
express their frustration as the cost 
of  living in the country continues 
to rise while salaries remain stag-
nant.

The war in Ukraine is being 
blamed for the increase in fuel 
costs, which pushes up the prices 
of  other items, such as groceries. 
South Africa’s consumer inflation 
quickened by more than expect-
ed to 6.5% year-on-year in May, 
breaching the central bank’s target 
range for the first time since 2017.

“Things started going haywire 
from last month when taxis an-
nounced the rising taxi costs,” said 
Sinethemba Ngwenya. “I don’t 
have a car, so I rely on taxis to 
move around. Taxi fare in my area 
increased by R5. From R20 to R25 
just to go town and R21 to go to 
work. So a round trip per day is 
R92 and with the salary we earn at 
call centres it was hitting hard, so I 
had to resign.”

Luniko Buti was working at a 
retail store in N1 City Mall. He 
said he spent most of  his salary on 
transportation.

“Transport fees were just too 
much. I spend more than R1,000 
on transport, whereas I earn less 
than R3 500 a month.”

Yoleka Maholly worked as a 
domestic worker, travelling from 
Langa to Kraaifontein every week-
day.

“It was like I was working for 
transport only. I told my bosses 
and they said it was okay, I can 
quit.”

massive rocket and artillery 
strikes on civilian infrastructure 
and residents of  settlements in 
the Donbas and other regions,” 
his ministry said Saturday.

Though Russia’s campaign 
is focused on the eastern Don-
bas, attacks Saturday struck 
areas in the north and south of  
Ukraine as well. The country’s 
second-largest city of  Kharkiv 
saw heavy bombardment in re-
cent days.



News

Abia Govt to pay hospital bills of robbery victims

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State government 
has promised to foot 
all medical bills of  

victims of  the robbery inci-
dent at Bank road, Umuahia.

The Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
gave the assurance on Friday 
when he paid a visit to Fed-
eral Medical Centre (FMC) 
Umuahia, to sympathise with 
the injured persons.

Ikpeazu, who was repre-
sented by Barr Chris Ezem, 
Secretary to Abia State gov-
ernment, sympathised with 
the victims who were wound-
ed during a gun duel between 
armed robbers and security 
men at the busy bank road in 
Umuahia.

He expressed relief  that no 
soul was lost during the inci-
dent and also thanked God 
that one of  the victims had 
been successfully treated and 
could now stand.

 “We will continue to be on 
our feet, we won’t rest. All se-
curity agents have been asked 
to ensure that Abians can go 
to bed and sleep with their 
eyes.”

On the condition of  a 
woman shot in the abdomen 
during the gun duel, Ikpeazu 
said, “Government will 
equally take steps to support 
whatever bills she incurs here. 

We are happy to see that she 
is responding to treatment 
and there are no fatalities”, 
the Governor said.

The State government also 
commended the efforts of  se-
curity men around the bank 
road axis for their gallantry 
in confronting the robbers, 
which made the robbers to 
abandon their car and a gun 
before fleeing.

It would be recalled that 
two civilians and a Policeman 
were injured by bullets in the 
State capital when a 3-man 
robbery squad riding in a red 
Toyota Corrolla car tried to 
snatch money from a bank 
customer who just withdrew 
money from a nearby bank, 
which attracted the interven-
tion of  security men around 
the bank Hoeffers/UBA junc-
tion.

They reportedly aban-
doned their operational car,  
snatched another one from 
its owner and escaped with it, 
leaving behind a gun and am-
munitions.

The abandoned car, gun 
and ammunitions have been 
recovered, as confirmed by 
Abia State Police Command.

One of  the wounded 
residents was Chimuanya 
Nwokocha, a female fruit 
seller who was hit in the ab-
domen by bullets.

The incident took place 
about four plots to Abia State 
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Imo First Lady, Barr. Chioma Uzodimma empowers widows to mark International Widows Day celebration.

ANAN lays foundation stone of Accounting
Research Center at Ojukwu Varsity 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 
 

A
ssociation of  National 
Accountants of  Nige-
ria, ANAN, has laid 

the foundation of  Accounting 
Research Center at Chukwue-
meka Odumegwu Ojukwu 
University, COOU, Igbariam 
Campus, Anambra State.

The research center, a one 
storey building, will contain a 
one-hundred-and-fifty-person 
capacity hall, two hundred 
and forty capacity seminar 
rooms, seven different offic-
es and conveniences among 
others. Laying the founda-
tion stone at the site beside 
the administration complex, 
COOU, the President and 
Chairman of  Council of  
ANAN, Professor Ben Osisi-
oma, reassures of  advancing 
the science of  accounting 
through the research center 
that will be fully equipped by 
the association.

Professor Osisioma, who 
described ANAN as a premi-
um brand that offers choice to 
graduates and professionals, 
said it is committed to do-
mesticating the best in inter-
national practices through its 
signature projects scattered in 
universities across the nation.

While announcing that the 
research center is aimed at 
building the capacity of  the 
younger generation, Profes-
sor Osisioma expressed sat-
isfaction to partner COOU 
because according to him, 
it holds a very dear place in 
their hearts considering the 
fact that it was named after 
the late Dim Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, whom 
he described as a titan that 
rose to the occasion of  situa-
tional dynamics in leadership 
at a time when the legion 
needed a leader and was the 
best he could in those trying 
times.

Announcing a yearly oper-

Tricycle operators back Soludo on new 
tax regime in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

M
embers of  the Tri-
cycle Operators 
Association of  Ni-

geria, Anambra state chapter 
have expressed support to 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do on his new tax regime in 
the state. The union made 
this known during a peace-
ful and solidarity protest 
to the Government House, 
Awka, on Friday. Addressing 
members of  the union, the 
Chief  of  Staff  to the Gover-
nor, Mr. Ernest Ezeajughi, 
thanked them for the peace-
ful demonstration and com-
mended them for the peace-
ful manners they comported 
themselves. Mr. Ezeajughi, 
who praised members of  the 
union for accepting govern-
ment’s decision that they will 
be paying fifteen thousand 
naira monthly, which is five 
hundred naira daily, urged 
them to enroll in enumera-
tion exercise at the Anambra 
Internal Revenue Service for 
them to be captured. The 
Chief  of  Staff, pointed out 
that the Soludo administra-
tion has come to reposition 
the socioeconomic wellbeing 
of  Ndi Anambra, and prom-
ised that government will 
give account of  every kobo 
spent.

The State Commissioner 
for Homeland Affairs, Chief  
Chikodi Anarah, also com-

mended members of  the un-
ion for the solidarity, and ex-
plained that what the current 
administration in the state has 
done is to ensure that touts 
and illegal revenue collectors 
are taken out of  the parks 
and roads, and urged them to 
keep supporting the Soludo 
administration. Earlier, the 

leader of  the Tricycle Oper-
ators of  Nigeria, Awka zone, 
Prince Collins Ozojiofor, 
stated that the demonstration 
was to inform the Governor 
that they are solidly behind 
him, and that they were not 
part of  those he called hired 
impostors who blocked some 
roads in the state recently, 

claiming dissatisfaction with 
the new tax regime. 

Some of  the placards car-
ried by members of  the un-
ion read, ‘digitalized revenue 
collection is the new normal’, 
‘say no to revenue thieves’, 
‘we are solidly behind Solu-
do’, among others.

ational grant of  one million 
naira for the center, Professor 
Osisioma charged the con-
tractor handling the project 
to expedite action, stick to 
specifications and complete in 
record time to enable him to 
commission it before leaving 
office in April 2023.

The Vice Chancellor, Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu Ojuk-
wu University, Professor Greg 
Nwakoby, who spoke through 
the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
Administration, Professor 
Mathias Ananti, lauded Pro-
fessor Osisioma for siting the 
research center in the universi-
ty, calling on other profession-
al bodies to emulate ANAN.

The facilitator, Professor 
Pius Okoye and the Head of  
Department of  Accountan-
cy, COOU, Dr. Mrs. Nkechi 
Ofor, who prayed that the 
university would be built-up 
to a true citadel of  learning, 
assured their commitment to 
developing the school.

Over 10,000 pregnant women, 
children to be enrolled in 2nd phase
of basic health care provision fund
in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Managing Director 
and Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Anam-

bra State Health Insurance 
Agency, ASHIA, Dr. Simeon 
Onyemaechi says over ten 
thousand pregnant women 
and children under the age 
of  five are to be enrolled in 
the second phase of  the Basic 
Health Care Provision Fund 
in the state.

Dr. Onyemaechi disclosed 
this when he led his team on 
an inspection visit to some 
primary healthcare facilities 
where the registration is on-
going in Anambra East Lo-
cal Government Area, of  the 
state.

News Echo gathered that 
the Basic Health Care Pro-
vision Fund was established 
by the Federal Government 
under section eleven of  the 
National Health Act, as a 
catalytic funding to improve 
access to primary health care.

Speaking after the inspec-
tion, Dr. Onyemaechi said 
that the additional registra-
tion was made possible as a 
result of  the saving the agen-

cy made from the resources 
given to it in the first year, 
which they are now using 
to register over ten thousand 
citizens for the scheme to 
increase the number of  the 
beneficiaries in the state from 
twenty-eight thousand, two 
hundred and forty-six to over 
thirty-eight thousand.

The ASHIA boss explained 
that they prioritized women 
of  child bearing age, people 
living with sickle cell disease, 
the elderly above sixty years, 
people living with disabili-
ties among others in the first 
phase of  the registration, but 
are now prioritizing pregnant 
women and children under 
the age of  five in the second 
phase in order to take care of  
reproductive, maternal and 
child health issues, which he 
noted are critical human de-
velopment indices.

He further pointed out that 
the scheme covers medical 
and surgical conditions and 
revealed that whatever case 
that could not be managed at 
the primary healthcare facil-
ity, should be referred to the 
secondary healthcare facility 
for effective service delivery 
free of  charge.

... Police ban use of  SPY number
plates in Abia

government house.
Meanwhile, Abia State Po-

lice Command has banned 
the use of  SPY number plates 
in the State, warning that any 
vehicle found still using the 
number would be confiscat-
ed, no matter the owner of  
vehicle involved.

In a statement signed by 
Mr Geoffrey Ogbonna, the 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO) Abia, the Com-
missioner of  Police, Janet C. 
Agbede made it clear that the 
order to stop the use of  SPY 
number plates came from the 
Inspector-General of  Police, 

Usman Alkali Baba.
The statement read in part, 

“In compliance with the 
IGP’s directive, the Com-
missioner of  Police of  Abia 
State Command, C P Janet 
C. Agbede Psc, has directed 
all Area Commanders, Divi-
sional Police Officers and all 

Tactical Commanders in the 
Command to ensure effective 
implementation of  the direc-
tive.”

Abia Police added, “All us-
ers of  the SPY Police number 
plates should reverse to their 
original registered number 
plates or have it confiscated.”



Strike: NLC declares 2-day
nationwide protest

Murder of Nollywood actor in Asaba shocks kinsmen in Umuahia

News

DSS flouts court order, imposes strict measures
on Nnamdi Kanu – IPOB cries out
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T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, IPOB, 
on Saturday, accused 

the Department of  State 
Services, DSS, of  placing a 
strict measure on its leader, 
Nnamdi Kanu in detention.

IPOB said DSS has refused 
to allow Kanu spend the ap-
proved time with his visitors.

Spokesman of  IPOB, 
Emma Powerful, said DSS 
has restricted Kanu’s time 
to receive visitors from two 
hours to 30 minutes.

In a statement he signed, 
Powerful accused DSS of  
flouting court orders that al-
lowed Kanu to receive visi-
tors for two hours.

Powerful wondered how 
Kanu would interact with his 
lawyers for 30 minutes dur-
ing permitted visiting days.

He accused the secret po-
lice of  torturing Kanu psy-

chologically.
The statement reads part-

ly: “We the global movement 
and family of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) ably 
led by our great leader Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu wish to reit-
erate our displeasure once 
again over the deliberate, 
permanent and insidious 
psychological torture being 
committed against our lead-
er, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu in 
contravention of  UNHRC 
and all other Internation-
al Human Rights laws and 
principles in DSS confine-
ment and torture facilities.

“The DSS agents have 
continued to flout and vio-
late the existing court orders 
strictly given by justice Binta 
Nyako concerning the wel-
fare of  Kanu, IPOB leader 
(High profile prisoner of  con-
science).

“The global communi-
ty should take note of  the 
atrocities being perpetrat-
ed against our leader Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu by the Nige-
ria Government and their 
lawless DSS.

“Kanu is being tortured 
in DSS dungeon because he 

spends four days in Solitary 
confinement and allowed 
only 30minutes to relate with 
humans on Mondays and 
Thursdays. As against the 
subsisting Court Order that 
allowed Kanu to stay up to 2 
hours with his visitors, DSS 
no longer allows his visitors 

Gov. Umahi, Sen Ama Nnachi 
visit burnt Eke Market in Afikpo
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has visited Eke Mar-

ket, Afikpo, to sympathize 
with shop owners and traders 
who were affected by the re-
cent fire outbreak that razed 
down a section of  the market 
describing it as very ‘unfor-
tunate’. While sympathizing 
with them Governor Umahi 
implored them to be strong as 
nothing happens without the 
volition of  God.  He called 
on all relevant agencies, in-
cluding the Fire Service and 
security agencies to up their 
games and unveil the im-
mediate and remote cause 
of  the inferno to ensure that 
there is no repeat of  such 
occurrence. The Governor, 
however, praised God for 
life “even in our pains, we 
must thank God for sparing 
our lives. In such occurrence 
without a record of  any lost 
life, it is worth being grateful 
to God as life is superior to 

every other thing.” Governor 
Umahi assured the people of  
government’s intervention 
even as he prayed to God to 
replenish all that have been 
lost.  In a similar develop -
ment, Senator representing 
Ebonyi South Senatorial 
district Distinguished Sen-
ator Michael Ama Nnachi 
has visited the Eke Market 
in Afikpo, Ebonyi State to 
sympathize with the victims 
of  the market inferno which 
occurred last Tuesday. Sen 
Nnachi arrived at in the af-
ternoon paid homage to assa 
Afikpo and later proceeded 
to the Eke market to see for 
himself  what happened. Sen 
Nnachi who expressed wor-
ry over the unfortunate event 
and later donated N3 million 
to the victims and appealed 
to other people in the area 
to make similar contribu-
tions to ease their sufferings. 
While sympathizing with the 
victims, Sen Nnachi prayed 
against a recurrence of  such 
an incident.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

P
eople of  Umuagu 
community of  Ohuhu 
and some neighbor-

ing villages and Umuahia 
North LGA of  Abia State 
are in shock following the 
death of  their son, Emma 
Buchi in Asaba, Delta State.

Decomposing body Bu-
chi, who is a rising Nolly-
wood actor was discovered 
in his residence at Jesus 
Saves avenue, Asaba, Delta 
State on Monday, as con-
firmed by Public Relations 
Officer of  Delta State Po-
lice Command, Mr Bright 
Adafe.

Adafe said investigations 
were on to unravel the cause 
of  the actor’s death and 

those involved.
The actor was allegedly 

hacked to death by his per-
sonal assistant (P. A.) who 
also hailed from Ibeku clan 
of  Umuahia North LGA of  
Abia State.

It was alleged that property 
belonging to the actor were 
carted away by his alleged 
killer-friend who is presently 
on the run after committing 
the heinous crime.

Sources from Umuagu, 
the hometown of  the actor 
revealed that the suspected 
killer was a butcher some 
years ago but pleaded with 
his friend, Buchi to assist him 
to become an actor, which 
the late actor agreed to help 
him realise his ambition.

The community sou rc e 
further claimed that the late 

From right, Anambra State Commissioner for Homeland Affairs, Chief  Chikodi Anarah, Chief  of  Staff  to governor Soludo, 
Mr. Ernest Ezeajughi and a govt Ofcer, during the Tricycle operators solidarity protest at Govt house Awka, on Friday.

to stay with him longer than 
30 minutes on each visiting 
day.

“How do DSS want Kanu’s 
lawyers to interact with their 
clients for 30 minutes over 
ongoing cases? As in the tra-
dition of  this Fulani Govern-
ment and their lawless DSS, 

the Court approved time has 
been illegally changed in 
breach of  the Court Order 
without due process. This 
flagrant abuse of  Court Or-
ders and dehumanization of  
our Leader is not acceptable 
and must be stopped going 
forward.”

actor trusted his friend so 
much that he allowed him 
free access into his Asaba res-
idence, apart from appoint-
ing him his P A.

When News Echo visited 
the home town of  the actor 
on Thursday, many natives 
wore gloom faces while 
some young men at com-
munity’s market square were 
met discussing the ugly news 
of  their brother’s gruesome 
death.

While many of  the 
Umuagu indigenes de-
scribed the late actor as ris-

ing business magnet, others 
urged the Police to immedi-
ately fish out his suspected 
killer and possible accom-
plice.

 “When I heard that a 
Nigerian film actor was 
murdered in Asaba, I never 
knew it was my own brother. 
Buchi was a rising film star 
and also rising in business. 

People should be mindful 
of  those they allow into their 
lives because many people 
are wicked”, said Theddeus  
Ebikwe, one of  the respond-
ents.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

N
ational Associa-
tion of  Proprietors 
of  Private Schools 

(NAPPS) Anambra chapter 
says they are working with 
the present administration of  
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do, through the Commission-
er of  education Prof. Ngozi 
Chuma-Udeh in addressing 
age long challenges confront-
ing it’s members.

Chairman of  NAPPS An-
amabra state, Mrs Amaka 

Ezedebego while clearing 
some mis-informations in a 
statement, on Sunday, said 
Anamabra chapter of  the as-
sociation has chosen from in-
ception to work closely with 
the education commissioner, 
regulatory agencies and gov-
ernment to ensure the rebirth 
of  functional Education and 
improved standards for An-
ambra children.

 “It is therefore pertinent 
that I make clear, that the 
headline in some Newspa-
pers publication of  27th June, 
2022, following the Educa-

T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress has an-
nounced plans to com-

mence a two-day nationwide 
protest on Tuesday, July 26, 
2022, in solidarity with the 
ongoing strike action by the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities.

This was disclosed in a cir-
cular issued to all the state 
chairmen of  the NLC.

The circular signed by the 
National President of  the 
congress, Ayuba Wabba, 
partly read, “We bring you 
fraternal greetings from the 
national secretariat of  the 
NLC. 

“In line with the decisions 
of  the National Executive 
Council meeting of  the NLC 
held on June 30, 2022, we 
have scheduled as follows 

the National Days of  Protest 
to get our children back to 
school and support our un-
ions in Nigeria’s public uni-
versities fighting for quality 
education.”

According to the circular, 
the protest would be held on 
“Tuesday, July 26, 2022, and 
Wednesday, July 27, 2022, in 
all the states of  the Federa-
tion and Abuja, the Federal 
Capital Territory. 

“Take-off  point is the 
NLC State Secretariats and 
the Labour House, Abuja. 
You are requested to imme-
diately convene the meetings 
of  your SAC to disseminate 
this information and to ful-
ly mobilise workers in the 
states for this very impor-
tant protest for good govern-
ance,” it added.

Partnership with Anambra Govt towards tackling
education challenges in progress - NAPPS

tion convention event with 
the caption: “we are tired of  
multiple taxations, illegal lev-
ies, NAPPS cry out to Solu-
do”, was indeed the fate of  
the association and her mem-
bers under previous adminis-
trations of  the state.

 “The news piece, quot-
ed largely my speech at our 
maiden education convention 
put together by the Anam-
bra State chapter, with the 
Theme; Applying Best Prac-
tices In Achieving Education-
al Goals, held at Alexander 
David’s Hall, Awka, and the 

issues which I addressed in 
my speech are issues we had 
with previous administra-
tions.

 “It is on record that the 
challenges of  multiple tax-
ation under the previous 
administration which result-
ed in a three days warning 
strike between 16th and 18th 
of  March 2020 by Private 
schools. To this extent, the en-
tirety of  the issues addressed 
in my address during the con-
vention, tells the story of  our 
challenges over the years.”
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Foreign News

S
ri Lanka’s protest 
movement reached its 
100th day Sunday, hav-
ing forced one pres-

ident from office and now 
turning its sights on his suc-
cessor as the country’s eco-
nomic crisis continues.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled 
his palace shortly before 
demonstrators invaded it last 
weekend and on Thursday re-
signed from the presidency. 

His mismanagement is 
blamed for Sri Lanka’s fi-
nancial turmoil, which has 
forced its 22 million people 
to endure shortages of food, 
fuel and medicines since late 
last year.

The campaign to oust Ra-
japaksa, organised mainly 
through posts on Facebook, 
Twitter and TikTok, drew 
people from across Sri Lan-
ka’s often unbridgeable eth-
nic divides.

United by economic hard-
ships, minority Tamils and 
Muslims joined the majority 
Sinhalese to demand the ouster 
of  the once-powerful Rajapak-
sa clan.

It began as a two-day protest 
on April 9, when tens of  thou-
sands of  people set up camp in 
front of  Rajapaksa’s office -- a 
crowd so much larger than the 
organisers’ expectations that 
they decided to stay on.

“When I heard the news and 
saw what was happening here, 
I decided that I should come 
and help them,” Nilu, a teacher 
from a beach town on Sri Lan-
ka’s southern coast, told AFP.

The 26-year-old took up res-
idence in the camp last month 

and is among dozens of  volun-
teers working in the patchwork 
of  tents now lining a section of  
the seafront boulevard.

A communal kitchen serves 
food for needy crowds visiting 
the site in the evenings, who 
queue next to signboards detail-
ing the numerous accusations 
of  graft and violence directed 
at Rajapaksa’s family.

“We need a change and we 
are the change,” said Nilu, who 
declined to give her surname. 

“We want our president to 
represent the whole country. 

Sri Lanka protest movement 
reaches 100 days

Sri Lanka’s �nancial turmoil has forced its 22 million people to endure shortages of food, fuel and medicines since late last year.

Russia deploys missiles from Europe’s 
largest nuclear plant 

R
ussia is using Eu-
rope’s largest nuclear 
power plant as a base 
to store weapons in-

cluding “missile systems” and 
to shell the surrounding areas 
of  Ukraine, an official with Ky-
iv’s nuclear agency has said.

Located on the Dnipro river 
in southeastern Ukraine, the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant has 
been under Russian control 
since the early weeks of  Mos-
cow’s invasion, though it is still 
being operated by Ukrainian 
staff.

The president of  Ukrainian 
nuclear agency Energoatom 
said Friday in a televised inter-
view that the situation was “ex-

tremely tense”, with up to 500 
Russian soldiers controlling the 
plant.

“The occupiers bring their 
machinery there, including mis-
sile systems, from which they 
already shell the other side of  
the river Dnipro and the terri-
tory of  Nikopol,” Pedro Kotin 
said, referring to the city across 
the water.

“They physically control the 
perimeter. The occupiers’ heavy 
machinery and trucks with 
weapons and explosives remain 
on the territory of  the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power plant,” 
he said.

“The pressure on the occupi-
ers to leave the territory of  the 

plant is insufficient,” he added, 
before taking aim at the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency.

“(The IAEA) is playing some 
political games, balancing be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,” he 
said. The IAEA has said it needs 
to visit the plant to conduct es-
sential maintenance work.

Kyiv has opposed such a visit, 
with Energoatom declaring that 
an IAEA trip to the plant would 
only legitimise its occupation by 
“nuclear terrorists”.

On Thursday, IAEA chief  Ra-
fael Grossi once again stressed 
the importance of  “being able 
to travel to the (Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power plant) to conduct 
essential safety, security and 

Not somebody who robs the 
public.”

Under Sri Lanka’s consti-
tution, Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe was automat-
ically installed as acting pres-
ident following Rajapaksa’s 
resignation.

He is now the leading can-
didate to succeed him perma-
nently in a parliamentary vote 
next week.

But the veteran politician is 
despised by the protesters as 
an ally of  the Rajapaksa clan 
-- four brothers who have dom-

inated the island’s politics for 
years.

- ‘Far from any change’ -
Social media activist and pro-

test campaign supporter Prasad 
Welikumbura said Wickremes-
inghe too should go.

“It’s been 100 days since it 
started,” Welikumbura said on 
Twitter. 

“But, it’s still far from any 
concrete change in the system. 
#GoHomeRanil, #NotMy-
President.”

Rajapaksa’s elder brother 
Mahinda resigned as premier 

in May and he appointed Wick-
remesinghe to replace him 
-- his sixth term in the post -- 
despite his being an opposition 
MP representing a party with 
only one seat in parliament.

The move did little to assuage 
the protesters’ anger, and when 
they stormed Rajapaksa’s 
tightly guarded 200-year-old 
Presidential Palace they also 
set Wickremesinghe’s private 
home ablaze.

Now the Rajapaksas’ SLPP 
party -- which has more than 
100 MPs in the 225-member 
parliament -- is backing Wick-
remesinghe in the vote due 
Wednesday.

A spokesman for the protest-
ers told AFP: “We are now dis-
cussing with groups involved 
in the ‘Aragalaya’ (struggle) on 
turning the campaign against 
Ranil Wickremesinghe.”

Numbers at the protest site 
have diminished since Ra-
japaksa’s exit, and the demon-
strators have vacated three key 
state buildings they occupied 
-- the Presidential Palace, the 
Prime Minister’s official Tem-
ple Trees residence, and his 
office.

Wickremesinghe has ordered 
the military and police to do 
whatever it takes to ensure or-
der.

Defence officials said addi-
tional troops and police will be 
moved into the capital on Mon-
day to bolster security around 
parliament ahead of  the vote.

safeguards activities”, accord-
ing to a statement.

He also “reiterated his grow-
ing concern about the severe 
and challenging conditions fac-
ing staff  at the ZNPP and the 
impact of  such conditions on 
the safety and security of  the 
plant”. The agency has not been 
able to visit the plant since the 
Russian invasion of  Ukraine on 
February 24.

The Zaporizhzhia region 
where the plant is located is 
largely under Russian control, 
and Moscow-backed separatists 
said Thursday they are planning 
to stage a referendum on joining 
Russia this year. 



294,400 pills of  Tramadol 
and Diazepam were seized 
from Shaban Nasir, Aminu 
Usman and Shamsudeen 
Hussaini, on Abuja-Kaduna 
express road.

“Sa'idu Yahaya and 
Umar Abubakar were as 
well arrested during a 
follow-up operation in 
Kano, all on Friday,” he 
said.

In the same vein, over 
227,000 different grades of  
Tramadol tablets were 
seized during the raid of  a 
patent medicine store at 
Sabon Layi, close to Mubi 
Main Market, Mubi North 
LGA, Adamawa State on 

Ethiopian Airlines flight on 
Monday 11th July when 
they were intercepted by 
NDLEA operatives at the 
airport.

“A search of  their 
luggage revealed wraps of  
cannabis sativa hidden in 
bowls of  native black soap 
and sponge packed into a 
bag containing food items, 
w h i c h  K a z e e m  w a s  
carrying.

“Both Kazeem and 
Omoniy i  immedia te ly  
alerted the anti-narcotic 
officers that Mujidat who 
was still within the vicinity 
gave the bag containing the 
illicit substance to them at 
the  a i r por t .  She  was  
promptly arrested. The lady 
accepted responsibility and 
stated that she brought the 
l u g g a g e  f o r  t h e  t w o  
passengers to give to her 
husband in Oman.

“Mujidat, who hails 
from Oyo East LGA in Oyo 
State, confessed during 
preliminary interview that 
the bag containing the food 
items were packed by her 
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  i t e m s,  
including the black soap 
used to conceal the illicit 
substance,” he said.

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
( A g e n c y )  h a s  

intercepted over 91 jumbo 
bags of  cannabis, weighing 
1,029.5kg concealed in a 
truck-mounted natural gas 
tank on Doma Road, around 
500 Housing Estate, Lafia in 
Nasarawa.

This is contained in a 
statement by the Director, 
Media  and  Advocacy  
N D L E A ,  M r  F e m i  
Babafemi, on Sunday in 
Abuja.

Babafemi said that a 52-
year old suspect, Ernest 
Ojieh, was arrested in 
connection with the seizure 

bubakar Ishiaku, a 

A20-year-old man, 
h a s  b e e n 

apprehended with 20 bags 
of  leaves suspected to be 
Indian hemp by policemen 
from the Federal Capital 
Territory Command.

Dur ing  a  s top  and 
search duty, he was spotted 
by a team of  police but he 
fled abandoning his cargo.

J o s e p h i n e  A d e h , 
spokesperson of  the FCT 
police,  in a statement 
explained that the man was 
a r r e s t e d  a f t e r 
investigations, he had been 
on the wanted list of  the 
command and ran upon 
sighting policemen.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, “A team of  

policemen attached to 
Dutse Alhaji Divisional 
Police Headquarters on an 
intelligence stop and search 
intercepted a vehicle driven 
by one Abubakar Ishiaku, a 
20-year-old male indigene 
o f  K a n k a r a  L o c a l 
Government of  Katsina 
State who has since been on 
the Command's wanted list 
of  drug peddlers.”

The statement further 
explained that the suspect 
who took to his heels upon 
sighting the policemen on 
duty on the said date was re-
arrested on July 14, 2022, 
fo l lowing  pa ins tak ing 
investigation while 20 bags 
of  dried leaves suspected to 
be  Ind ian  hemp were 
recovered.

It said that the suspects 
would be handed over to the 
NDLEA for prosecution.

T h e  p o l i c e 
spokesperson also refuted 
reports that terrorists had 
infi l trated the Federal 
Capital Territory, saying 
that they had their camps in 
the mountains.

The statement said the 
command has also caught 
the wave of  unofficial 
reports emanating from 
malicious or attention-
s e e k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s , 
targeted at promoting fear 
and apprehension in the 
m i n d s  o f  r e s i d e n t s , 
suggesting that the territory 
is under a high infiltration 
o f  t e r ro r i s t s  who  a re 
hibernating on mountain 
tops and hills.

The s tatement  said 
while the police and their 

sister agencies are working 
relentlessly to rid the FCT 
of  criminal elements, and to 
sustain the relative peace 
enjoined in the territory, it 
urged members of  the 
public to strongly eschew 
the circulation of  any 
message not from an official 
stable and to go about their 
lawful business without the 
fear  of  harassment or 
molestation of  any kind.

July 3.
“Recovered from the 

store where a suspect, 
Nasiru Abubakar, 27, was 
arrested, included Tramadol 
250mg (aka Boko Haram).

“ R o y a l  T r a m a d o l  
2 2 5 m g  ( a k a  Ve c t r a ) ;  
Tr a m a k i n g  Tr a m a d o l  
225mg (aka Jan Dara); 
Tramadol 200mg (aka 
Dogari) and Tramadol 
100mg (aka Green), were all 
recovered.

“Another suspect, Idris 
Adamu, 25, was arrested in a 
shoe shop in the same Sabon 
Layi where over 5,000 
tablets of  Tramadol 225mg 
were recovered from him, ” 

on Saturday.
This he said was barely 

four days after operatives at 
Agwan Doka, Lafia, seized 
38 large bags of  the same 
substance with a total weight 
of  367kg.

“ T w o  s u s p e c t s :  
Abdullahi Iliyasu, 30, and 
Bashir Mohammed, 29, 
were arrested over the 
seizure,” he said.

Babafemi said that over 
half  a million pills of  
pharmaceutical opioids 
were seized and suspects 
arrested in raid operations 
a c r o s s  K a d u n a  a n d  
Adamawa.

“In Kaduna alone, 

he said.
Babafemi reported the 

Chairman NDLEA, retired 
Brig.-Gen. Buba Marwa, as 
commending the officers 
and men of  the Nasarawa, 
Kaduna and Adamawa 
Commands for the arrests 
and seizures.

Marwa warned the drug 
cartels that no matter the 
ingenuity of  their modes of  
concealment, the dedicated 
workforce of  the Agency 
would always expose them 
and their tricks.

A l s o ,  t h e  a g e n c y  
arrested a 27-year-old drug 
q u e e n ,  M r s .  O p o o l a  
Mujidat, for planting drugs 
concealed in fetish bowls on 
two Oman-bound male 
passengers at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA) Ikeja, 
Lagos.

Spokesman of  the  
agency, Femi Babafemi, 
who disclosed this in a 
statement on Sunday, said 
the bowls contained “scary 
native black soap and 
sponge”.

Babafemi said the 
passengers, Raji Babatunde 
Kazeem and Akinbobola 
Omoniyi, were travelling 
together to Oman on an 

 s taff  of  Niger 

AD e l t a 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

Commiss ion  (NDDC) 
K i n g s l e y  O k o r a f o r 
kidnapped on Saturday in 
his home town, Umulogho 
Autonomous Community, 
i n  I m o  h a s  r e g a i n e d 
freedom.

A family member, who 
p l e a d e d  a n o n y m i t y, 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e  l a t e s t 
development to newsmen 
on Sunday.

The source did not 
disclose whether ransom 
was paid to the abductors 
though it was learnt the 
kidnappers demanded N10 
million ransom.

“I can confirm to you 
that my brother who was 
e a r l i e r  k i d n a p p e d  o n 
Saturday has regained his 
freedom and has reunited 

w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l y 
members,” the source said.

O k o r a f o r  w a s 
kidnapped at the early 
hours of  Saturday in his 
home town Umulogho 
Autonomous Community 
while returning from a 
w a k e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e 
Trad i t iona l  Rule r s  in 
Obowo.

There have been many 
r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  o f  
kidnapping in Imo and 
other security challenges in 
recent times.

W i f e  o f  G e n e r a l 
Manager of  Imo Zoological 
Garden, Nekede, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Abioye, who was 
kidnapped last week at the 
premises of  First Baptist 
Church, Owerri has not 
been released with her 
whereabouts unknown.
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NDLEA intercepts jumbo bags of cannabis, seizes 524,720
opioids in 3 states
…Arrests drug queen over narcotics in fetish bowls

Police arrests 20-year-old man with 20 bags
of hemp in FCT

Kidnapped Imo NDDC
staff regains freedom



i g e r i a ' s  o i l  

Np r o d u c t i o n  
crashed by about 

14.94 million barrels in the 
second quarter of  this year, 
data obtained from the 
latest Monthly Oil Market 
Report of  the Organisation 
of  Petroleum Exporting 
Countries for June 2022 
showed. 

An analysis of  figures 
released by OPEC and the 
average cost of  crude in Q2 
2022 obtained from global 
oil price reports, indicated 
that Nigeria's oil earnings 
p l u n g e d  b y  a b o u t  
N703.76bn, being the 
worth of  the 14. 94 million 
barrels of  crude that was 
lost during the review 
period. 

In OPEC's crude oil 
production data based on 
direct communication 
f r o m  i t s  1 3 - m e m b e r  
nations, the organisation 
stated that in the first 
quarter of  this year, Nigeria 
produced 1.299 million 
barrels of  oil per day. 

But this dropped to 
1.133 million barrels per 
day in the second quarter, 
indicating a plunge of  
166,000 barrels per day.

This implies that for 
the est imated 90-day 
period in Q2 2022, the 
country could not produce 
or lost about 14.94 million 
barrels of  crude oil. 

Data obtained from 
the global statistical firm, 
Statistica, showed that the 
average prices of  crude in 
April, May and June this 
year were $104.58/barrel, 
$ 1 1 3 . 3 4 / b a r r e l  a n d  
$ 1 2 2 . 7 1 / b a r r e l  
respectively. 

This implies that the 
average for the quarter 
u n d e r  r e v i e w  i s  
$113.54/barrel. Therefore 
by losing 14.94 million 
barrels in Q2, 2022, 
Nigeria's oil earnings 
plunged by about $1.696bn 
(N703.96bn at the official 
exchange rate of  N415/$)

T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government as well as 
operators in the oil sector 
have repeatedly decried the 
plunge in Nigeria's oil 
production, as they often 
attribute it act of  vandalism 
by oil thieves. 

In his reaction to the 
concern, the Managing 
Director, Seplat Energy 
Plc, Roger Brown, said 
there was a need for more 
synergy between the public 
and the private sectors to 
address this issue. 

Brown, who spoke at 

the just concluded 2022 
Nigeria Oil and Gas 
conference in Abuja, 
explained that Nigeria had 
abundant resources of  
crude oil and gas, but 
stressed that this could only 
translate to value i f  
properly harnessed. 

“It's clear that on the 
oil side, the theft levels are 
just unsustainable. We have 
a  cr ippl ing economy 
because of  it and that has to 
be solved,” Brown stated. 

He added, “On the gas 
side, it's about fixing the 
value chain from gas to 
electricity, from molecules 
to electrons across the 
country and getting it right. 

A l s o  a t  t h e  j u s t  
concluded conference, the 
Group Managing Director, 
N N P C,  M e l e  Kya r i ,  
revealed that the decline in 
t h e  f u n d i n g  o f  o i l  
investments had virtually 
led to a halt in the drilling 
of  crude oil by operators in 
the sector except for the 
national oil firm. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
challenges in the industry, 
the NNPC boss stated that 
though there were other 
concerns in the business, 
the issue with reduced 
f u n d i n g  h a d  r e a l l y  
impacted severely on the 
sector.

Kyari said Nigeria was 
number one in terms of  oil 
reserves in Africa, adding 
that “we should be the 
number one producer of  
oil, but today we have our 
challenges, which my 
c o l l e a g u e s  ( e a r l i e r  
speakers) have pointed out. 

“ Ye s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
engagements going on and 
the support that we are 
getting from government 
security agencies and the 
leadership that the Minister 
of  State is giving us to make 
sure we address this issue 
around security. 

“But that is not only 
the problem we have. We 
have seen a clear natural 
decline that is happening in 
our industry today and this 
is real. And when such 
decline comes and you are 
not able to put money to 
put it back, no one is 
dri l l ing today except 
NNPC by the way, and a 
few others.” 

He added, “So if  you 
don't drill and decline 
continues, then you are not 
only going to see the effect 
of  theft and other vandal 
actions that we are seeing 
today, you are also going to 
see the collateral effect of  
lack of  investments.” 

e s p i t e Dimprovement in 
fossil fuel prices, 

the short-term economic 
outlook for Nigeria and 
other countries of  the world 
appears clouded with high 
inflation which has reduced 
private sector optimism and 
w e a k e n e d  c o n s u m e r 
spending, the Organization 
of  Petroleum Exporting 
Countries has said. 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
believes this could increase 
uncertainty and make high 
debt levels to persist across 
the world next year 

OPEC, in its newly 
r e l e a s e d  M o n t h ly  O i l 
Market Report for July 
2022, said that in May 2022, 
N i g e r i a ' s  c o m p o s i t e 
Consumer Price Index rose 
to 17.7 per cent y-o-y, from 
16.8 per cent y-o-y in the 
prior month. 

In  response  to  the 
e l e va t e d  i n f l a t i o n a r y 
pressures, the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria raised its policy 
rate by 150 bps to 13 per 
cent, bringing borrowing 
costs to the highest since 
April 2020.

 “It was the biggest rate 
hike since July of  2016 amid 
concerns that persistent 
inflationary pressures could 
weigh on the country's 
fragile recovery”, the report 
said. 

Nigeria has been unable 
to increase its crude revenue 
despite the rise in crude 
pr i ces,  and  cons i s t en t 
increases in production 
quota by OPEC. 

The country's output 
recently dropped to around 1 
million barrels per day, 
f u r t h e r  wo r s e n i n g  i t s 
chances of  taking advantage 
of  the Russian/Ukraine war 
to earn more revenue.

OPEC's forecasts put 
world GDP growth in 2023 

at 3.2 per cent, with the 
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e 
pandemic, geo-political 
developments in Eastern 
Europe and global financial 
t ightening amid r is ing 
inflation do not negatively 
impact the 2023 growth 
dynamic to a major degree. 

It also assumed that 
major economies revert back 
t owa r d s  t h e i r  g r ow t h 
potential. However, OPEC 
said the downside risk exists. 

“ G l o b a l  i n f l a t i o n 
continues to be a major 
concern, along with the 
consequence of  further 
m o n e t a r y  t i g h t e n i n g 
measures by key central 
banks. The continuation of  
the pandemic into 2023 is 
another risk that could curb 
growth depending on the 
extent of  measures taken to 
reduce contagion. While 
labour markets are forecast 
to remain tight, supply chain 
bottlenecks may not be 
resolved in the short term 
and high debt levels across 
the globe may persist”, the 
report said. 

O ve r a l l ,  a l t h o u g h 
OPEC said the  above-
average fossil fuel prices 
support a firmly positive 
outlook for the rest of  the 
year,  however,  i t  sa id 
“concerns over soaring 
inflation would increase 
uncertainty next year”. 

Brent International rose 
to $100.32 at 1:15PM on 
Wednesday after declining 
and closing at $99.22 per 
barrel on Tuesday. However, 
as at 12:52P on Thursday, 
prices slide back to $99 per 
barrel. 

Nigeria had targeted 
$62p/b oil price in its 2022 
national budget. 

The OPEC warning 
comes on the heels of  a 
warning by the country's 
Debt Management Office 
t h a t  N i ge r i a  n e e d s  t o 

generate significantly more 
revenue beyond current 
levels to avoid debt distress.

While other developing 
and advanced countries have 
higher debt as a proportion 
of  gross domestic product 
than Nigeria, the nation's 
revenue-to-GDP ratio is 
much lower, according to 
t h e  D M O  s a i d  i n  a 
statement. 

A report said Nigeria 
lost a total of  N4.2tn in 
crude oil revenue in the first 
six months of  2022 due to its 
inability to meet the daily 
production by OPEC. 

 While the country's oil 
revenue is on a downward 
t r a j e c t o r y  d u e  t o  l ow 
production, its GDP grew by 
3.11 per cent year-on-year in 
the first quarter of  the year in 
real terms, following a 
3.98% growth recorded in 
the previous quarter (Q4 
2021). 

While the economy 
seems to be moving on a 
positive trajectory after the 
recession recorded in 2020, 
recent economic reality 
seems to be putting the 
recorded growth in jeopardy. 

For instance, rising cost 
of  goods and services in the 
c o u n t r y  h a s  f o r c e d 
organisations to reduce 
working hours, even as 
much as laying off  staff  due 
to surging operating costs. 

Exper t s  say  pol icy 
actions to curb the rising 
inflation rate, triggered by 
the  energy  cr i s i s,  fue l 
scarcity amongst others 
need to be put in place, in 
order to avert what would 
seem as the third economic 
recession in just seven years. 

A  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
Economics at the Olabisi 
Onabanjo University, Prof. 
Tella Sheriffdeen, said in an 
interview that the rising oil 
price is among the factors 
driving up the inflation rate.

“Nigeria does not refine 

crude, we import, and we 
have been unable to meet the 
OPEC quota  which  i s 
affecting our revenue. Due 
to low funds, the Federal 
Gover nment  has  been 
unable to subsidise living 
costs, and the masses are left 
at the mercy of  market 
forces.” 

According to him, there 
is no short-term solution as 
Nigeria would have to keep 
bearing the brunt of  the 
crises. 

“No solution for now 
because we can't arrest rising 
oil prices, we can't start 
refining now, and we can't 
also increase crude oil 
output. We will have to just 
continue to bear it. So no 
solution in the short term, 
however, medium and long 
term solutions exists such as 
we should start producing 
what  we consume, the 
government should find a 
s o l u t i o n  t o  c r u d e  o i l 
production, have our local 
refinery, because importing 
products is a shame to a an 
oil-producing country such 
as ours,” he said. 

T h e  F o u n d e r  a n d 
Managing Director, Cowry 
Asset Management Limited, 
Johnson Chukwu, said 
inflationary pressure was a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
Russian/Ukraine war. 

“Unfortunately, we are 
facing inflation pressure as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
Russian/Ukraine war. The 
local pressure will continue 
because though oil prices are 
high, we are not producing 
enough crude oil to increase 
our revenue, and that is 
putting a lot of  pressure on 
our external reserves and 
exchange rate,” he said. 

He advised the Federal 
Government to focus on 
b o o s t i n g  l o c a l  f o o d 
production and refining of  
crude oil to reduce inflation. 
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Fire for Fire

Buhari's “I am eager to go” comment: 
Afenifere laughably wants President to stay 

he pan-Yoruba socio-political organisation, Afenifere, has told the President, Major General Muhammadu Buhari to summon the courage to finish Tup his tenure, noting that he could not afford to chicken out of office now. Buhari had, while receiving some governors of the All Progressives 
Congress, legislators and political leaders at his residence in Daura, Katsina State, on Monday, described his seven years in office as “tough” saying “I 

am eager to go,” according to a statement signed by his Senior Special Assistant on Media and Publicity, Garba Shehu. The statement was titled 'Enough is 
enough, President Buhari tells ASUU, urges lecturers to consider generational consequences.' Lamenting the toll his official duties had taken on him in the 
last seven years, Buhari told the visiting governors and political leaders that he had not been to his house in Daura for close to a year due to the demands of 
office.  He claimed that relative to the resources available, and compared to the last administration, the government had done well in many areas, particularly 
in infrastructure. This was as he called on the striking Academic Staff Union of Universities to consider the plight of the future generations of the country as 
the strike stretches into the sixth month. He also said the halt on academic activities would have generational consequences on families, the educational 
system and future development of the country. But Afenifere described the President's statement as “laughable” and “rather assuming for a man that has seen 
it all both as a military ruler and democratically-elected leader of his people.” This was contained in a statement signed by the organisation's Secretary 
General, Dr Sola Ebiseni, titled, “Buhari, do not resign: Still enough time to clear the Augean Stable.' Ebiseni noted that it was Buhari's stock in trade to 
always lament instead of providing solutions to the nation's myriad problems. The organisation also asked the President to summon the courage and face the 
challenges before him as a 'General and statesman'.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Ebiseni

he obser vat ion Tthat I abandoned 
my base was made 

by the Emir of  Daura, Dr 
Faruk Umar Faruk, at the 
eid prayer ground. He 
held the microphone and 
told everyone that the last 
time I was in Daura was 
during the Eid-el-Kabir of  
2021. “In 10 to 11 months' 
time, I will come here. I 
have a better house in 
Kaduna, but it is too close 
to Abuja.”  “I am eager to 
go. I can tell you it has 
been tough. I am grateful 
t o  G o d  t h a t  p e o p l e 
appreciate the personal 
sacrifices we have been 
making. “By this time 

t was not clear the real Iimport of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari's 

s t a t e m e n t  w h e n  h e 
described his seven years in 
office as tough and that he 
wa s  e a ge r  t o  g o.  H i s 
assertion of  the toughness 
of  the assignment is rather 
amusing for a man that has 
seen it all both as a military 
ruler and democratically 
elected leader of  his people. 
“Like he has done in the last 
seven years on vital national 
issues, the President merely 
lamented the six months 
strike by the Academic Staff  
Union of  Universi t ies 
without proffering any 
solution or giving any 
assurance on how soon the 
youths of  this country 

next year, I would have 
made the most out of  the 
t w o  t e r m s ,  a n d  t h e 
remaining months I will 
do my best.” “If  you are 
greedy, you won't look 
around to see what is 
happening with those 
who are less endowed,'' I 
wish the person who is 
coming after me the very 
best,” “We are a lucky 
people and we need to 
reflect more on where we 
are coming from.”  “We 
hope that ASUU will 
sympath i se  wi th  the 
people on the prolonged 
strike. Truly, enough is 
e n o u g h  f o r  k e e p i n g 
students at home. Don't 

would return to school.” 
“Notwithstanding, the 
laughable self-assessment 
o f  s u r p a s s i n g  h i s 
p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  t h e 
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
infrastructures and the 
s o m e w h a t  j u v e n i l e 
nostalgia of  having not 
visited his hometown in one 
year, the Daura lamentation 
is both an admission of  
incapacity and failure, the 
natural consequence or 
effect of  which is to take a 
bow and relieve himself  of  
further torment by a duty of  
mutual disaster to the 
labourer and more so to the 
farm owners. “It is his 
stock-in-trade to merely 
lament mass killings of  the 
people by terrorists who 
h a v e  b e c o m e  m o s t 

hurt the next generation 
for goodness 's sake,”  
“Colonial type education 
wa s  ge a r e d  t owa r d s 
producing workers in 
government. Those jobs 
are no longer there. Our 
young people should get 
education to prepare them 
for  se l f -employment. 
Now education is for the 
s a k e  o f  e d u c a t i o n . 
“Through technology, we 
are much more efficient. 
We should encourage our 
children to get education, 
not  only to  look for 
government jobs.”

emboldened and unruly in 
his seven years so far.”  “All 
t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d 
facilities to do this are 
present in the reports of  the 
2014 National Conference 
a n d  t h e  E l - R u f a i 
C o m m i t t e e  o n  T r u e 
Federalism. The task is not 
as daunting, even if  as filthy, 
as the Augean stable. “It 
takes the herculean spirit 
and ingenuity, which he 
summoned by diverting the 
c o u r s e  o f  t w o  r i ve r s 
(Confab and Rufai reports) 
to clear it in one day. “Do 
n o t  r e s i g n ,  B u h a r i . 
Summon the courage of  a 
General and statesman and 
clean the Nigerian Augean 
stable. History beckons; not 
another time is feasible,”

I'm eager to go, it's been tough– Buhari
Finish what you started, Afenifere replies
Buhari

Buhari
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SPORTS
anchester United Mo n  S u n d a y 
confirmed that the 

c l u b  h av e  r e a c h e d  a n 
agreement with Ajax to sign 
defender, Lisandro Martinez.

Man United disclosed 
this in a statement via its 
website.

The statement read, 

rsenal have agreed a 

A£30 million deal 
with Manchester 

City to sign Oleksandr 
Zinchenko, according to 
reports.

The Gunners have been 
targeting Lisandro Martinez 
t h i s  s u m m e r  b u t  t h e 
Argentina international has 
been pushing for a move to 
Manchester United and they 
have now agreed a €64m 
(£54.4m) deal with Ajax.

Arsenal have quickly 
t u r n e d  t h e i r  f o c u s  t o 
Zinchenko and according to 
T h e  G u a r d i a n ,  M i k e l 
Arteta's side have verbally 
agreed a £30m deal with City 
f o r  t h e  U k r a i n e 
international.

The report claims that 
personal terms are yet to be 
agreed but Arsenal are now a 
step closer to landing their 
fifth signing of  the summer.

he Super Falcons Treturned to Rabat for 
a recovery session 

ahead of  their semi-final 
game against Morocco at 
the ongoing 2022 Women's 
Africa Cup of  Nations. 

The session which lasted 
for an hour saw the players 
taking stretches and warm-
ups to loosen their muscles 
following their 1-0 win over 
Cameroon. 

T h e  d e f e n d i n g 
champions had a poor start 
to the campaign losing 2-1 to 
perennial rivals Banyana 

Banyan in their opening 
game of  Group C. 

Following this defeat, 
the Falcons have gone on to 
keep clean sheets in all their 
remaining matches in the 
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b e a t i n g 
Botswana 2-0 in their second 
group game and sent a fair 
w a r n i n g  t o  p o t e n t i a l 
o p p o n e n t s  w i t h  a  4 - 0 
drubbing of  Burundi.

This set them up for a 
quarter-final clash against 
Cameroon, a side that had 
gone unbeaten throughout 
the WAFCON, and had the 

third most wins at the 
WAFCON (21) – behind 
Nigeria and South Africa 
and are one of  just three 
teams to have beaten the 
Falcons (in 2012) in the last 
16 years, even though it was 
their only win in the last five 
encounters against  the 
Nigerians. 

It was a battle between 
the tour nament 's  most 
prolific side and the team 
with the most solid defensive 
record so far. 

A thumping header 
f r o m  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g 

Rasheedat Ajibade inside 
the box, off  a delightful cross 
from Ifeoma Onumonu in 
the 56th minute, secured a 
hard-fought victory for the 
reigning champions.

It was Ajibade's third 
goal of  the tournament, 
making her the top scorer 
a h e a d  o f  M o r o c c o ' s 
Ghizlane Chebbak. 

The Atletico Madrid 
forward, who also has four 
assists to her name, had 
earlier scored against South 
Africa and Burundi. 

Zinchenko, who has 
won nine trophies during his 
t ime at  City,  would be 
c a p a b l e  o f  p l ay i n g  i n 
mu l t i p l e  p o s i t i o n s  o n 
Arsenal's left flank.

The 25-year-old has also 
already worked with Arteta 
during their time together at 
City.

Zinchenko has been 
named in City's travelling 
squad for their pre-season 
tour of  the United States is 

keen to leave the Premier 
League champions in order 
to secure more playing time.

T h e  U k r a i n e 
international is now set to 
link up with Gabriel Jesus, 
who also joined Arsenal 
f r o m  C i t y  e a r l i e r  t h i s 
summer.

C i t y  a r e  t a r g e t i n g 
Brighton's Marc Cucurella as 
t h e i r  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r 
Zinchenko.

“Manches ter  Uni ted  i s 
delighted to announce the 
c l u b  h a s  r e a c h e d  a n 
agreement with Ajax for the 
t r a n s f e r  o f  A r g e n t i n e 
in t e r na t iona l  de f ende r 
Lisandro Martinez, subject 
to medical, to player terms 
being finalised, and to UK 
visa requirements.”

Both parties agreed a 
deal worth up to £57m for the 
now former Ajax defender 
who is set to sign a five-year 
contract at Old Trafford.

U n i t e d  w i l l  p a y  a 
guaranteed €57m (£48.5m) 
f o r  t h e  A r g e n t i n a 
international defender, with 
an additional €10m (£8.5m) 

in add-ons agreed between 
the two clubs. The move will 
see Martinez link up again 
with former Ajax manager 
Erik Ten Hag, who signed 
him for the club in 2019, at 
Old Trafford.

The deal is still subject to 
bo th  med ica l  and  v i sa 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w i t h 
completion expected in the 
coming days, before he puts 
pen to paper on a five-year 

es t  Ham have 

Wmade  b ids  fo r 
Chelsea forward 

Armando Broja and Lille 
midfielder Amadou Onana, 
as David Moyes attempts to 
strengthen his squad ahead of  
the new season.

The  Hammers  have 
proposed a deal worth £30m 
to Chelsea for striker Broja, 
20, who scored nine goals in 
38 games in all competitions 
on loan at Southampton last 
season.

It is thought West Ham 
are prepared to pay £25m up 
f r o n t  f o r  t h e  A l b a n i a 
international. Negotiations 
continue between the clubs, 
with Broja currently on tour 
with Chelsea in the USA, 
which stops next in Las 
Vegas. He picked up a knock 
this week but it is not thought 
to be serious.

West Ham have been 
among severa l  Premier 
League clubs interested in 
signing Broja this summer 
including Everton, Newcastle 
and Southampton.

Moyes is also in search 
of  a boost in midfield and 
West Ham have made an 
improved, third offer for 
Onana. The latest bid is 
thought to be around £32.3m 
(€38m) plus add-ons and Lille 
are seriously considering the 
offer.

They signed 20-year-old 
Onana from Hamburg for 
€7m last summer so stand to 
make a significant profit on 
the Belgium international 

who made 11 starts and 21 
sub appearances in France's 
Ligue 1 last season.

West Ham's first signing 
of  the summer window was 
defender Nayef  Aguerd, who 
joined from Rennes for £30m, 
and they also activated an 
option to buy goalkeeper 
Alphonse Areola for £7.75m 

lthough welterweight 

Achampion, Kamaru 
Usman rel ishes a 

challenge, what the pound-for-
pound number one enjoys 
more is proving those who 
doubt his champion status 
wrong.

On August 20, Usman 
will defend his UFC title again 
against the extremely high-
quality Leon Edwards, but 
Usman is already looking at 
the rest of  the competition in 
his category.

Khamzat Chimaev is one 
of  the most attractive names 
that everyone wants to watch 
in matches against the best. 
The undefeated Chechen 
defeated Gilbert Burns in the 
first half  of  the fourth month, 
and it is easily possible for him 
to get a title shot after Leon 
Edwards.

Usman is excited about 
such a challenge, and speaking 
to TSN revealed that he plans 
to prove that Chimaev is not 
the type to stop his reign 
within the wel terweight 
division. But Usman is also 
happy because a new face has 
appeared at the top, a fighter 
he has not had the chance to 
face before. “Of  course, it's 

great,” he told TSN'. “I mean, 
when you've beaten someone 
ove r  t i m e,  yo u  l o o k  a t 
potentially fighting them for a 
third time, yes, it's always great 
to have someone sneak in 
there and kind of  shake things 
up a little bit that gives you that 
extra name value, that people 
think you are the real man.

That's the one that's going 
a go in there and do it.' That 
means a lot, and that's great”. 
Usman began, and then he 
c o m p a r e d  h i m s e l f  a n d 
Chimaev to boxing legends.

“And  I  mean ,  we ' r e 
talking Floyd (Mayweather) 
and (Manny) Pacquiao here,” 
h e  c o n t i n u e d . “ F l o yd ' s 
destroying everybody and 
everyone's like, 'Pacquiao! 
That's the guy. That's the  guy 
that's going do it.' And the 
same situation here. I love the 
fact that people are thinking, 
'Yeah, that's the guy that could 
potentially do it.

But it's my job as the 
champion, so each and every 
time I step in there, go out 
there and prove them all 
wrong, and hold that belt for 
as long as I can. “And when 
I'm ready to walk away, I walk 
away.” First of  all, though, 
Usman is focused on Edwards' 
challenge. After that, then it 
might be Chimaev's turn.

from Paris Saint-Germain 
after his successful loan stint 
last season.

Moyes is looking to 
improve his squad ahead of  a 
season that will see West 
H a m  c o m b i n e  P r e m i e r 
League improvement with a 
first Europa Conference 
League campaign.

contract in Manchester, with 
the option of  a further 12 
months, which would take 
him beyond his 30th birthday.

O n  F r i d ay  e ve n i n g 
Martinez posted a picture on 
his Instagram account of  him 
and his agent on a plane with 
the caption “heading to 
Manchester”.

A r s e n a l  w e r e  a l s o 
interested in the Argentina 
international but conceded 

defeat in their pursuit. While 
the Gunners' playing style, 
along with the prospect of  
playing for Mikel Arteta, 
appealed to Martinez, he has 
chosen to move to Old 
Trafford.

Around €2m (£1.7m) of  
Martinez's fee will be split 
be tween  h i s  o ld  c lubs, 
Newel l ' s  Old Boys and 
Defensa y Justicia, both 
based in Argentina, as part of  
the  s tandard so l idar i ty 
p a y m e n t s  i nv o l v e d  i n 
international transfers.
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Man United officially confirm deal for Martinez 

Arsenal agree £30m deal fifth summer
signing

West Ham make bids for Armando
Broja, Amadou Onana

I'll prove doubters wrong
– Usman

Falcons back in Rabat for WAFCON semi-final clash

Broja Onana

Zinchenko

Martinez



uper Eagles defence 

Sace, Calvin Bassey is 
set to join Ajax after 

the two clubs agreed a deal 
for the defender.

The fee is  £18.7m 
(€22m) but with add-ons 
cou ld  r i se  to  £22 .9m 
(€27m) with the deal also 
set to include 10 per cent 
sell-on fee.

H e  a r r i v e d  i n 
Amsterdam on Sunday 
af ter noon to  undergo 
medical tests ahead of  his 
t rans fer  to  Erediv is ie 
champions, Ajax.

“Calvin Bassey, landed 
in Amsterdam right now 
together with his agents in 
order to undergo medical 
tests and sign contract as 
new Ajax player. Done 
deal,” transfer market 
expert, Fabrizio Romano 
wrote on his Twitter handle 
on Sunday.

A number of  Premier 
League clubs were also 
interested in Bassey but 
Ajax have moved ahead to 
secure his services.

Bassey's departure will 
see Rangers pocket a club-
record fee for a player that 
cost them a mere £230,000 
from Leicester two years 
ago. 

T h e  h i g h l y - r a t e d 
defender was attracting 
interest from Brighton and 
c l u b s  a c r o s s  E u r o p e, 
including Bundesliga and 
Serie A sides.

S k y  S p o r t s  N e w s 
repor ted  in  May that 
Bassey was also a target for 
former Gers boss, Steven 
Gerrard, now at Aston 
Villa.

It is understood Ajax 
h e a d  c o a c h ,  A l f r e d 

aris Saint-Germain Phave announced 
t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  

Re i m s  s t r i k e r  H u g o 
Ekitike on an initial loan 
deal until the end of  the 
season.

The 20-year-old hit 10 
goals and set up four more 
in 24 Ligue 1 appearances 
last season, leading to 
widespread interest in his 
services.

Newcast le  Uni ted 
were strongly linked with a 
move for Ekitike, but the 
F r a n c e  U n d e r - 2 0 
international was only 
interested in a switch to the 
Parc des Princes.

Ekitike will be on the 
bo o ks  a t  C hr i s to phe 
Galtier's side until 2023, 
and Les Parisiens possess 
the option to sign him on a 
permanent deal at the end 
of  the season.

“It 's  a mixture of  
many fee l ings,  many 
emotions. I obviously feel 
a lot of  joy and pride to be 
signing with Paris. It's a 
real proud moment to be 
here,” Ekitike told the 
official PSG website.

“ M y  h e a r t  c h o s e 
Paris! I am also French, it 
i s  t h e  c l u b  f r o m  my 
country. And it's a club 
where the greatest players 
play, where there is a 
quality and experienced 
staff, and the desire to win 
all the trophies in all the 
competitions.

“There is everything 
here for me to improve. All 
the ingredients are here, so 
it's a logical choice for me 

to be here. Finally, I myself  
have family in the Paris 
region and I have always 
fol lowed Paris  Saint-
Germain. All this makes it 
very natural for me to want 
to join this club. It's the 
right choice for me to be 
here!

“I don't really have 
any doubts because I know 
what I'm capable of, and 
I'm looking forward to 
working hard to show it in 
Paris.

“I like the pressure of  
the matches, when there is 
tension, when there is 
expectation around me. It 
pushes me to bring out the 
best in myself. I want to 
show the fans that I will 
give it my all.

“I want to bring my 
skill, my character and my 
way of  playing football, 
but also to have my impact 
in the game and show how 
I play.”

The striker remains 
under contract with parent 
club Reims until the end of  
the 2023-24 season, and 

the  buyout  c lause  i s 
reported to be worth as 
much as €35m (£29.8m).

Ekitike has followed 
Vitinha to the Parc des 
Princes for the 2021-22 
season and could make his 
debut in Wednesday's 
friendly with Kawasaki 
Frontale if  he travels with 
the squad to Japan.

T h e  Fr e n c h m a n ' s 
arrival could open the door 
for Arnaud Kalimuendo 
and Mauro Icardi to leave 
the club, with the former 
being strongly linked with 
a move to Leeds United.

Icardi has also been 
tipped to head back to Italy 
with Monza after scoring 
just four Ligue 1 goals last 
term, but the Argentine 
remains contracted to the 
club until 2024.

Galtier's side kicked 
o f f  t h e i r  p r e - s e a s o n 
schedule with a 2-0 win 
over Quevilly-Rouen on 
Friday thanks to goals 
from Sergio Ramos and 
Djeidi Gassama.

anchester United Mmanager, Erik ten 
Hag, has told the 

club's board to continue 
p u s h i n g  f o r  B a r c e l o n a 
midfielder, Frenkie de Jong, 
even if  he is not signed before 
the new Premier League 
season begins.

Earlier this week, Man 
United reached an agreement 
with Barcelona that would 
see them pay €75m (£63.7m) 
up front plus a further €10m 
(£8.5m) in add-ons for De 
Jong.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Netherlands international is 
intent on staying at Barcelona 
and has shown no public 
indication that he would be 
prepared to join the Red 
Devils.

D e s p i t e  D e  J o n g ' s 
apparent reluctance to join 
the Premier League giants 

this summer, The Guardian 
reports that Ten Hag has told 
the club's CEO Richard 
Arnold and football director 
John Murtough to keep 
trying, even if  the player is 
not  s igned before their 
Premier League opener 

arcelona's Memphis BDepay is set for a 
shock move to join 

M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ' s 
Premier League rivals, 
Tottenham Hotspur.

According to Sport, 
Tottenham have reportedly 
told Barcelona they are 
willing to pay £14.5million 
to sign Depay this summer.

Barcelona apparently 
want £17million for Depay, 
but Tottenham are not far 

away in their valuation.
The report added that 

talks have also been held 
between the two clubs to 
take centre-back Clement 
Lenglet to north London.

D e p a y,  a  f o r m e r 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 

forward, has not really 
impressed at Barcelona 
since he joined the Catalan 
club from Lyon last year.

The 28-year-old has 
been linked with a move 
away from Barca this 
summer.

against Brighton on August 
7.

Ten Hag views his fellow 
compatriot as a key part of  
his plans at Man United, but 
De Jong has made it clear that 
he wants to stay at the 
Catalan club.

Schreuder had spoken to 
Bassey over the phone and 
was impressed, with the 
Dutch club preparing a 
formal bid as they look to 
replace Lisandro Martinez, 
who has  s ince  jo ined 
Manchester United.

B a s s e y  m a d e  5 0 
appearances across all 
competitions last season 
and was named in the 
Europa League team of  the 
season following Rangers' 

run to the final.
He also played a key 

role as the club won the 
Scott ish Cup in May, 
adding to the Scottish 
Premiership title he won 
the previous campaign.

Rangers have already 
added Antonio Colak, Tom 
Lawrence, Rabbi Matondo 
and John Souttar to their 
squad this summer, but are 
expected to make further 
moves during the window.
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eople should relate for Psynergistic purposes, not 
retrogressive reasons. 

Associations should exist to 
foster unity and champion 
c o m m o n  g o a l s ,  n o t  f o r 
clandestine interest and selfish 
gains. But oftentimes this is not 
the case – and those with 
comparative advantages will not 
like the status quo to change. 
They will rather promote the rot 
and allow many suffer, instead 
of  being rationale, as long as 
their daily bread is assured.

The concept of  life with its 
associated mystery is deep and 
interesting to study and a good 
understanding of  it will go a 
long way to make one get the 
best and be fulfilled without let 
or hindrance. Life is all about 
give and take, concession and 
compromise for where everyone 
fights for his rights without 
shifting ground things will never 
improve but move from bad to 
worse.

That we live to die should 
make us more humane and 
considerate in our dealings. 
That we rise by lifting up others 
should cause us to be just and 
think more of  cooperation in 
relation to ourselves. That time 
is of  essence should make us 
work towards having lasting 
legacies, especially as wasted 
opportunities rarely repeat 
themselves, not even when we 
age and die on per second bases. 
Indeed, every second takes us 
closer to the grave.

To fulf i l l  purpose and 
reproduce  one ' s  k ind for 
continuity is the real essence of  
life. Oh, one may argue that not 
everyone will copulate or marry, 
and not every married person 
will have a child or children! 
Yes. To every law, there is an 
exception. But should everyone 
fail to reproduce, the human 
species will go into extinction. 
Should we live purely for 
ourselves, no one will take up 
leadership responsibilities. 
However, responsibility without 
accountability is a fraud meant 
for selfish aggrandizement.

T o g e t h e r n e s s  a i d s 
preservation. Companionship – 

a well-defined companionship 
with specified boundaries – is one 
of  the things that differentiate 
human beings from other animals. 
In a guided companionship, like 
attracts like. Repulsion, and 
s o m e t i m e s  s e p a r a t i o n ,  i s 
i n e v i t a b l e  a n d  m u s t  b e 
encouraged where it allows for 
peaceful coexistence. It makes no 
sense being in a relationship 
where abuse is an order that must 
be obeyed.

Nature does not allow for a 
vacuum. We need each other and 
one another to optimize life but no 
o n e  i s  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  o r 
indispensable. No one can live or 
exist alone. No one is independent 
and self-made. To commune and 
for friendship, for intercourse and 
protection, even for problems and 
their solutions, more is better. No 
one can do it alone.

To get the best in every 
relationship, certain principles 
with rules and guidelines are 
inevitable. This is to avoid or 
minimize abuse. There must be 
checks and balances. There must 
be a good compensation plan to 
promote excellence, and there 

must be punishment for deviants 
and law breakers.

The first right of  every citizen 
is the right to life. Thus, the need to 
preserve and protect the sanctity 
of  human life, and promote 
without fear or favor the doctrine 
of  live and let live.

Again, where there is right, 
there is also responsibil ity. 
Obligations and privileges should 
go together. There must be 
adequate compensation and 
reward systems to encourage and 
promote peaceful coexistence. A 
good merit culture breeds healthy 
competition needed to get the best 
of  every situation. This is what 
gives birth to a government where 
people consent to be governed not 
ruled.

Every civilized society must 
have regards for human life and 
can do everything to protect it. 
Having knowledge of  this and 
being sure it is functional and not 
just existing on paper will make 
one a proud member of  such a 
society. And people do well where 
t h e y  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  a n d 
appreciated.

The functions of  governments 

are many, and where carried out in 
the right way at the right time, 
place and purpose the benefits are 
endless but when abused, the 
people suffer.

From the above, can one be 
r ight  to  ask without  being 
misunderstood and quoted out of 
context: “Where does Nigeria 
belong on the scale of  nationhood 
and in the League of  Nations, 
today?”

Many things  happen in 
Nigeria that can only exist in the 
world of  absurdity. Among other 
things, many Nigerians take glory 
in ignorance while some wallow 
in the stupidity of  arrogance, 
g l o r i f y i n g  t h e  t e p i d i t y  o f  
cowardice. At the extreme, the 
bliss of  addiction and the idiocy of  
religion make some victims lose 
their senses and become worse 
than blood-sucking beasts. 
Certain things had happened that 
should not have happened – and it 
seems nothing had been learned 
from them!

The animal that eats its 
offspring will go to extinction. In 
the same manner, the society that 
destroys its inhabitants will crash 

and cease to exist with time.
Most Nigerians are politically 

ignorant. Political belief  and 
followership are built on ethnic 
and religious foundations. It is so 
funny that most people would 
vote for a pig that is one of  them 
rather than a refined fellow that is 
not one of  them even when it is 
too glaring that such a person will 
reform the system and make them 
more human by every standard 
and in all ramifications. Our 
political ideologies are not only 
skewed but it is so bastardized that 
some of  us  p lay  r ude and 
mannerless politics without 
blinking an eye. To such people, it 
is either our way or no other way.

Nigeria is  a country of  
lopsidedness where scheming is 
religious. Everything is skewed 
towards favoring a particular set 
of  people at the expense of  others. 
Every action is  taken with 
deception at heart. Different laws 
exist for different people.

Association should not be by 
force. Should you find yourself  in 
a relationship where your rights 
are trampled upon with your 
feelings not respected, quite. You 
don't need to put up with abuses 
all in the relationship. Divorce is a 
l e g a l  o p t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o 
alternative to life.

Self-defense is an integral part 
of  self-preservation. And because 
there is no alternative to life, don't 
remain in any association or 
relationship that neither considers 
your feelings nor gives you room 
for growth. Don't make yourself  a 
second-class citizen no matter the 
condition. Resist every art and act 
of  subjugation. Refuse to be 
intimidated.

You would be pulled down 
from all angles and targeted for 
destruction even by those you 
discomfort yourself  to comfort 
except you are going nowhere. 
You would be blackmailed and 
quoted  out  o f  contex t  for 
pecuniary reasons. Efforts would 
be made to get you out of  the way, 
and the system, by all means at all 
cost but fear not!

Strife is part of  life. We must 
struggle and compete to get what 
we want. We must expend energy 
and other resources in the pursuit 
of  our ambitions and dreams.
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Again, where there is right, there is 
also responsibility. Obligations and 

privileges should go together. There must 
be adequate compensation and reward 

systems to encourage and promote 
peaceful coexistence. A good merit 
culture breeds healthy competition 

needed to get the best of  every situation. 
This is what gives birth to a government 
where people consent to be governed not 

ruled.
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