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News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Association of 
Master Bakers and 
Caterers of  Nigeria, 

Ebonyi State Chapter, says 
it will participate in the na-
tion-wide proposed with-
drawal of  service from July 
13, 2022 as directed by its 
national body.

The chairman of  the as-
sociation, Mr. Felix Eze 
who, disclosed this in Ab-
akaliki after a meeting of 
the Association said the 

We ‘ll participate in nationwide strike
- Ebonyi Bakers

withdrawal of  service was 
necessitated by alleged 
Federal Government’s in-
sensitivity to the plight of 
bakers across the country, 
which had adversely affect-
ed their businesses.

He said: “The prices 
of  bakery materials in-
crease steadily as a bag of 
flour which hitherto cost 
N25,000 presently cost 
more than N27,000.

 “We are not embarking 
on the measure to the detri-
ment of  our customers, but 
to assist them and enhance 

our businesses.”
Mr. Eze urged the Feder-

al Government to urgently 
address the challenges to 
ensure that bakers dutifully 
render their services to the 
people.

Eze said: “The govern-
ment should cut relevant 
taxes and check the ever 
increasing exchange rate of 
foreign currencies.

 “The producers of  bak-
ery products claim that 
such increment influences 
the prices of  the materials.

 “The government should 

Alleged Police extortion of motorists, 
unsafe forests worries Abia NUJ
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State council 
of  Nigerian Un-
ion of  Journalists 

(NUJ) has commended 
the Abia State govern-
ment for its zeal towards 
the completion of  Abia 
NUJ permanent secre-
tariat in Umuahia. This 
is even as the Journalists 
called for an end to alleged 
extortion of  motorists 
in Abia State by security 
men, especially Policeman 
stationed at Mopol base 
at Police headquarters, 
Bende road in Umuahia. 
These positions were made 
known by the Journalists 
in 11-point communique 
they released, which was 
signed by Comrade Vic-
tor Ndukwe (Chairman) 
and Adaeze Ralph Igbok-
we (Secretary) after their 

monthly congress at press 
centre, Umuahia.

The council expressed 
worries on the spate of  kid-
napping activities happen-
ing in some communities of 
Abia State, which are being 
carried out by criminals op-
erating from forests.

The council also called 
for grassroots approach in 
the eradication of  crimi-
nality in Abia localities, 
through the formation of 
government-sanctioned vig-
ilante groups.

The Journalists, who 
called for combing of  Abia 
forests to eradicate crimi-
nals, also drew the attention 
of  Abia State government 
to incessant robbery/kid-
napping activities at World 
Bank Housing Estate in 
Umuahia, where residents 
now sleep with one eye 
open.

The council equally re-

iterated the call for the 
clearance of  arrears owed 
Abia pensioners and staff 
of  Hospital Management 
Board (HMB).

On the calling off  of 
strike by teachers in Abia 
public primary and sec-
ondary schools, the council 
commended the state gov-
ernment for ensuring that 
teachers in basic education 
system returned to class-
rooms.

Abia NUJ enjoined Abia 
State government to hon-
our agreements reached 
with the teachers to ensure 
that educational advance-
ment of  Abia children are 
not frustrated.

It concluded by urging 
the Abia State Environ-
ment Protection Agency 
(ASEPA) to clear Abia 
State environment of  filth, 
even as it warned Abia resi-
dents against dumping their 
refuse inside  gutters.

Over 200 Colleges of Education to be
shut down – NCCE

O
ver 200 unlawful col-
leges and institutions 
providing education 

courses to Nigerians without 
the approval and permission 
of  the proper authorities are 
about to be closed down by 
the National Commission 
for Colleges of  Education 
(NCCE).

TETFund’s Executive Sec-
retary, Prof. Paulinus Ok-
welle, made the announce-
ment in Lagos at a workshop 
on capacity building for the 
nation’s colleges of  educa-
tion. Enhancing pedagogical 
abilities and curriculum cre-
ation for quality education 
delivery in Nigerian colleges 
of  education was the confer-
ence’s central subject.

We are not just folding our 
arms and watch the colleg-
es go under, we are taking 
proactive measures to make 
them better. In March this 
year, we held a summit with 
the theme “NCE: The way 
forward.” A number of  peo-
ple attended. The Registrar 
of  JAMB was there and he 
came with facts and figures. 
The Registrar of  the Teach-
ers Registration Council of 
Nigeria, TRCN, was also in 

attendance. We have seen 
what the problems are and 
we have proffered solutions.

“Poor enrollment is one. 
People don’t like the teach-
ing profession. They have 
apathy for it. Look at it this 
way, the requirement for 
admission to a college of 
education is the same with 
that for university. Five cred-
it passes including English 
Language and Mathematics.

However, the college of 
education graduate gets an 
NCE certificate after three 
years and spends another 
three years to get a degree. 
We have appealed to the Na-
tional Universities Commis-
sion, NUC, that those with 
good grades in NCE should 
be allowed to spend two 
years to bag their degrees,” 
he stated. Narrating how 
COEs came into being in the 
country, “It was indeed the 
Ashby Commission that first 
recommended the establish-
ment of  Grade One Teachers 
Colleges in Nigeria in what it 
called “investment in educa-
tion”. A slight modification 
in the recommendation led 
to the establishment of  five 
advanced teachers colleges 

ensure that the producers 
access foreign currencies at 
low rates as bakery prod-
ucts are among the cheap-
est food items the citizen’s 
access.”

The State Secretary 

of  the association, Felix 
Chimereze, said that his 
colleagues decided to act 
now after bemoaning the 
plights for long.

Chimereze said: “Ni-
gerians are aware of  the 

country’s dire economic 
situation and the added 
challenges necessitated our 
action.  “We urge our cus-
tomers to bear with us as 
normalcy will return when 
the issues are addressed.”

in 1962 by the central and 
regional governments in col-
laboration with UNESCO. 
Some of  these colleges were 
elevated to the levels of  Col-
leges of  Education because 
of  their high standards and 
reputation and by 1973 the 
number of  advanced teach-
ers colleges and colleges of 
education in Nigeria had 
increased to 13. Since then 
the number has increased 
and colleges have continued 
to provide the middle level 
manpower needed in our pri-
mary and junior secondary 
schools across the country.

“There is absolutely no 
doubt that Nigeria’s educa-
tional sector has continued 
to expand and develop and 
the literacy level is constantly 
on the rise because of  the de-
velopment and investment in 
education,” he said.

On the mandate of  the 
fund, Echono promised that 
it would not derelict in sup-
porting tertiary institutions, 
including the COEs in the 
country. “The teaching func-
tion of  colleges of  educa-
tion is what has given them 
relevance in the scheme of 
things in Nigeria.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
total of  one hun-
dred and eighty 
four newly recruit-

ed police officers have 
been recieved by the Nige-
rian Police, Anambra state 
chapter.

News Echo reports that 
the officers have been un-
dergoing training at the Pol-
oce college, Oji River until 
their successful completion.

Anambra Police Image 
maker, DSP Ikenga To-
chukwu in a statement 
made avaliable to News 
Echo on friday said that 
“The Anambra State Police 
Command on 7/7/2022 
receive one hundred and 
eighty four (184) newly 

Anambra CP attests to competence, character 
of 184 newly recruited officers

pass out 2020 recruits intake 
from Police College Oji-riv-
er”. 

“The Commissioner of 
Police, CP Echeng Ech-
eng while addressing the 
recruits today 8/7/2022 at 
the Command headquarters 
Awka emphasize that their 
success as Police Officers is 
dependent on their quality 
of  character discipline and 
professionalism. He also 
charged them as they are 
being posted to their area 
of  responsibility in the state, 
resolve not to engage in any 
act that will unedifying their 
good names and the Nigeria 
Police Force”.

The statement further not-
ed that the CP while thank-
ing the Inspector General 

of  Police, IGP Alkali Baba 
Usman, psc (+), fdc Npm, 
and his management team 
on the initiative of  man-
power development and de-
ployment of  these officers 
in line with the concept of 
community policing princi-
ples, reiterate that the Com-
mand is more motivated in 
enhancing public safety and 
peace in the state.

The Senior Officers pres-
ent are: Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police in charge of 
Operation, DCP Aderemi 
Adeoye, Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police in charge 
of  Finance and Adminis-
tration, DCP Peter Ozigi, 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police ACP Anietie Eyoh, 
others.

CFAN distributes 12,500 free
seedlings to Abia Cocoa farmers
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
welve thousand, five 
hundred (2,500) free 
cocoa seedlings have 

been provided for Abia cocoa 
farmers, to enable them con-
tribute to Nigeria’s 500,000 
metric tons production target 
in 2024 and beyond.

The seedlings, which are 
hybrid species, would be 
used to replace aging cocoa 
trees as well as phase out an-
cient system of  cocoa farm-
ing in Abia State and Nigeria 
in general.

Speaking in Umuahia 
while flagging off  the dis-
tribution, the national pres-
ident of  Cocoa Farmers 
Association of  Nigeria, 
Comrade Adeola Adegoke, 
said the free distribution was 
to enable Abia State cocoa 
farmers to play major roles 

in achieving the 500,000 
metric tons target by the fed-
eral government, slated for 
2024.

He also projected that 
with the empowerment of 
cocoa farmers in Abia, Nige-
ria can assume a global lead-
er in supply chain from 2024 
and beyond.

Adegoke, who was repre-
sented by his national secre-
tary, Chief  Ngbeyak Leku, 
commended the synergy 
between Abia State govern-
ment, Abia cocoa farmers 
and the CFAN, calling for 
a sustenance of  the relation-
ship.

According to the nation-
al president, “This we have 
started by providing 12,500 
seedlings to Abia State co-
coa farmers free of  charge. 
The synergy we got here has 
not been in other 10 States 
CFAN operates. I hope Ik-

peazu will sustain it.” 
In his speech, Governor 

Okezie Ikpeazu, represented 
by Chief  Don Ubani, Dep-
uty Chief  of  Staff, office of 
the Deputy Governor, as-
sured that his administration 
was emulating the policies of 
late Dr Michael Okpara, in 
agricultural revolution.

Abia State Commissioner 
for Agriculture, Prof  Ikechi 
Mgbeoji who was repre-
sented by Okey Ihedioha, 
permanent secretary of  the 
ministry, said his own minis-
try was in collaboration with 
Abia cocoa farmers to make 
the State a leader in the in-
dustry in Nigeria.

Abia State cocoa desk of-
ficer, Dr Ojo Uma explained 
that with the free distribution 
of  the new cocoa seedlings, 
Abia farmers would migrate 
from old species to fast grow-
ing and fast yielding species.



News

EEDC promises quality power supply 

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Compa-
ny (EEDC) has reas-

sured power consumers of 
its readiness to handle every 
power distribution com-
plaints brought to its notice.

Speaking at the hearing 
organized by the National 
Electricity Regulatory com-
mission NERC, the CEO 
of  EEDC, Mr Praveen 
Chorghade said the compa-
ny has the interest of  their 
customers at heart and will 
seek means of  solving all 
the power challenges facing 
them.

He also appealed to 
the consumers to support 

EEDC in the discharge of 
their responsibility and also 
protect EEDC installation 
for quality power supply.

He advised consumers 
who complain of  high bill-
ing to always ask of  the 
credit position of  the build-
ing they are moving into to 
avoid transfer of  old debt to 
them as new occupants.

The Electricity boss also 
maintained that there should 
be a high level of  trust be-
tween EEDC and its cus-
tomers, and advised on 
prompt payment of  bills to 
avoid disconnections and to 
enable the company serve 
them better.

He also decried the van-
dalization of  EEDC instal-
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lation by criminals but urged 
the public to always protect 
these assets to avoid them 
experiencing power outage 
within their locality.

However some of  the 
customers who spoke at the 
event expressed displeasure 
over the activities of  EDDC. 
They argued that the compa-
ny needs to expedite action 
for efficient power distribu-
tion as they stated that the 
company is not living up to 
its billing.

Others complained of  high 
cost of  billing even when 
they can’t guarantee ener-
gy usage and wonder how 
such bills are generated and 
expressed worry concerning 
the use of  estimated billing 

without bill calculator.
The Chief  Technical of-

ficer of  EEDC, Mr. Ekwek-
wu Vincent while responding 
to some of  the complaints 
disclosed that sometimes bill 
estimation is against EEDC 
and customers as well while 
admitting that unjust bills 
can be adjusted.

He however disclosed that 
the customers have right to 
statement of  their account if 
in doubt of  billing and not-
ed that it’s unacceptable for 
consumers to be out of  cir-
cuit and still receive bills.

The Head of  Communica-
tion EEDC, Mr.  Emeka Eze 
who spoke to newsmen said 
the meeting was to enlighten 
power consumers of  their 

FG committed to ending ASUU strike soon
- Opiah

T
he Minister of  State for 
Education, Rt. Hon. 
Goodluck Nanah Opi-

ah, on Saturday assured that 
the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration is committed 
to ending the strike action by 

the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities (ASUU) and 
getting the students back to 
school.

The Minister gave the as-
surance in Owerri while 
fielding questions from Jour-

rights and obligation and 
also intimate them of  the ac-
tivities of  the company.

He also maintained that 
the customers have an option 
of  applying for a prepaid me-
ter if  not satisfied with the 
estimated billing system and 
assured that the issues raised 
at the complaints Resolution 
will be handled efficiently to 
ensure an equitable distribu-
tion of  power.

Earlier, NERC commis-
sioner, Aisha Mahmud dis-

closed that the regulatory 
commission will ensure that 
all complaints are handled 
at the spot while technical 
ones will be taken care of  as 
well.

Mahmud also remarked 
that some electricity regula-
tions are under review and 
will be uploaded as soon as 
possible and assured of  its 
resolve to handle the issue 
of  metering which is posing 
a great challenge to consum-
ers.

nalists during a reception or-
ganized in his honour by his 
friends. 

“I can assure you that Gov-
ernment is very concerned 
about the situation. Even as 
I speak to you now a lot of 

thinking, a lot of  discussions 
and meetings are going on 
with a view to resolving the 
matter as quickly as possible. 
And I am hopeful that the 
disagreement between Gov-
ernment and ASUU will be 
resolved soon so that our chil-
dren can go back to school”.

The Minister had earlier 
said that the challenges in 
the Education sector are sur-
mountable and the Federal 
Government is not relenting 
in finding solutions and end-
ing ASUU strike.

He said he is prepared to 
make impacts in the Minis-
try and the Education sector 
working with the Minister of 
Education, Mallam Adamu 
Adamu. 

He said: “I am prepared to 
make impacts in the Minis-
try and the Education sector 
working with the Minister, 
Mallam Adamu Adamu. 
Where there are challenges 
there must be solutions. And 
I can assure you that we will 
find the solution and our chil-
dren will go back to school”.

Right group call for justice for 12
year-old rape victim in Ebonyi
From David Eze, Abakaliki

F
ollowing the alleged 
rape case involving A 
lawyer, Barr Kelechi 

Opoke and a 12 year old pupil 
in Abakaliki, a human right 
group, the Human Rights 
Defenders (HURIDE) have 
called for justice in the matter

The chairman of  HURIDE 
Ebonyi State, Sampson Oko 
Nweke in a statement in Ab-
akaliki condemned the wan-
ton violation of  such a minor 
by a know legal pundit of 
Barr Opoke’s standing

He said the HURIDE with 
other human rights groups in 
the state will ensure the mat-
ter is followed to its logical 
and transparent conclusion.

He said that anyone or 
group that contemplates 
compromise or aims at lobby-
ing for same, does that at own 
risk as the group will expose 
such ugly moves and unmask 
the faces behind it.

According to him:  “That 
the 12year old girl (name 
withheld) and her mother are 
tenants in  the house owned 
by Barr Kelechi’s mother. 
The house is located around 
Haraca junction, Abakaliki 
Ebonyi State”

 “That Barr Opoke is said 
to be living in Abuja but fre-
quents Abakaliki. In all his 
comebacks to Abakaliki, he 
normally stays in his moth-
er’s compound around the 
Haraca junction where the 
victim and her mother also 
lives”.

“That in the afternoon of 
the fateful date (Wednesday, 
6th July 2022), the little girl 
had returned from school 
when Barr Opoke gave her 
a phone to help him charge 
in the girl’s apartment. Both 
Kelechi and the little girl are 
from Izzi land of  Ebonyi 
State”.

“That that shortly af-
ter that, Barr Kelechi went 
knocking on her door in the 
guise that he had come to col-
lect his phone. So, as the un-
suspecting girl opened door 
to see who was knocking, 
Barr Kelechi dashed into the 
room, swooped down on the 
girl, tore her wears and de-
voured her sexually in a most 
inhumane manner”.

“That Barr Kelechi Opoke, 

after the alleged sexual as-
sault on the child dropped for 
her, a bottle of  RC coke and 
a note of  #1,000. He also 
promised to buy her a phone 
and to give her a cash of 
#5,000 if  she did not tell her 
mother. He was said to have 
threatened to kill her if  she 
dares tell her mother of  what 
happened.”

 “Soaked in her blood on 
their bed, the little girl, amidst 
fear and shame refused to 
come outside until her moth-
er came back from market 
and met her crying on their 
bed, conspicuously soaked in 
blood. Her mother inquired 
to know what had happened 
and the child opened up and 
narrated how it all happened 
between her and Barr Kelechi 
Opoke . The mother wept 
bitterly and reached out for 
help”.

“That in the evening of 
the said date, some security 
operatives came to arrest the 
lawyer but on sighting them, 
he raced like a rabbit but was 
given a very hot chase by the 
gallant security men and the 
was successfully apprehend-
ed and bundled into the trunk 
of  a security van”.

“That the embattled randy 
lawyer tried futily to put up 
some defence but ended up 
contradicting and indicting 
himself  the more. The lawyer 
is still in custody and will be 
arraigned as soon as all inves-
tigation avenues are satisfac-
torily exhausted”.

“That series of  medical 
screenings have been con-
ducted on both the little girl 
and the randy lawyer. How-
ever, some test results are out 
while some are being await-
ed. All the available results 
are in agreement with the 
child’s teary account”.

“That HURIDE con-
demns in strong terms the 
wanton violation of  such a 
minor by a known legal pun-
dit of  Barr Opoke’s standing. 
Therefore, HURIDE, GBV 
Team, NHRC, HRCRC and 
other partnering CSOs in 
Ebonyi State and beyond are 
strongly interested in the mat-
ter will ensure it is followed 
to its logical and transparent 
conclusion. Special thanks to 
Barr Faithvin Nwanchor and 
Barr Nneka Akam”.

Sen. Frank Ibezim distributing tonnes of rice seedlings to rice farmers across the Okigwe Senatorial Zone.

... As consumers lament poor electricity distribution

Orji Kalu charges S’East governors, 
traditional rulers, on insecurity 

T
he Chief  Whip of 
Senate of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 

Senator Orji Uzor Kalu  has 
appealed to the Governors 
of  the Southeast geo-politi-
cal zone, security agencies, 
traditional rulers to unani-
mously deduce a means to 
combat the spate of  insecu-
rity in the region. This ap-
peal was made through his 
social media handle. OUK 
described the situation as a 
reflection of  “the real agony 
of  our citizens and commu-
nities”. He said: “The data 
on security incidents in Abia 
State and Nigeria at large 
reflects the real agony of 

our citizens and communi-
ties, their pains and losses, 
and the fears and anxiety 
that have created consider-
able distress.” “I am deeply 
concerned about the impact 
of  the state of  insecurity 
on citizens’ safety, means 
of  livelihood and the exer-
cise of  the rights of  Abians, 
Nigerians, particularly the 
right to life, right to move-
ment, and ultimately the 
country’s socio-economic 
development. “On my part, 
I have met with heads of 
security agencies to discuss 
about the state of  insecuri-
ty in our state and region. 
Few days ago, I also met 

with the Israeli Ambassador 
to Nigeria to discuss about 
security issues with him, 
which he promised to assist 
us.  “During my tenure as 
the Governor of  Abia State, 
Security of  lives and proper-
ties was one of  my priorities 
and I was able to deal with 
the issue of  insecurity using 
every instrument available 
to me. “I’m appealing to the 
Governors of  the Southeast 
geo-political zone, security 
agencies, traditional rulers 
and relevant stakeholders to 
unite and tackle the high rate 
of  insecurity in our region 
and Nigeria at large”, Kalu 
pleaded.
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Editorial

he Nigeria Centre for Disease TControl (NCDC) revealed on 
Saturday that 880 new cases of 

coronavirus infections have been 
detected, from July 2 to 8, though 
without fatalities yet, raising the tally 
to 258,517 since the onset of  the 
pandemic.

According to the update, the new 
COVID-19 cases were recorded in 
seven states and the federal capital 
territory (FCT) with Lagos, the 
epicentre of the disease driving the 
nation's latest COVID-19 surge, 
recording the highest number with 750 
cases, which accounts for about 90 
percent of new cases. 

According to the agency's update, 
the new COVID-19 cases were recorded 
in seven states and the federal capital 
territory (FCT). 

Lagos State according to the report is 
followed by the FCT with 48 positive 
samples and Rivers recorded 40 cases. 

Others are Delta which reported 11 
cases,  Akwa Ibom-11,  Kano-5, 
Nasarawa-4 and Plateau 1.

The agency said that three states: 
Abia, Kaduna, and Sokoto reported no 
cases within the period under review.

The data showed that the new cases 
had raised Nigeria's infection toll to 
258,517, while the fatality toll stood at 
3,144.

The public health agency stated that 
about 4,206 people were still down with 
the virus while a total of 250,388 people 
we r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r e a t e d  a n d 
discharged so far in the country since 
the outbreak in February 2020.

Apart from Lagos State, a further 
breakdown of the latest cases showed 
that the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) recorded 45 cases, followed by 
Rivers with 40 infections.

The NCDC said it was based on the 
prevailing risk from the virus and the 
need for religious organisations, 
community leaders, and Nigerians, in 
general, to take necessary precautions 
during the Eid-el-Kabir celebrations.

It added that the number of weekly 
COVID-19 cases had increased globally 
for the third consecutive week.

The agency said that COVID-19 
might cause severe complications in the 
elderly and people with underlying 
medical conditions.

The Centre therefore advised 
Nigerians to “Take extra precautions to 
stay safe and avoid crowded places.

”Maintain distance from anyone 
showing symptoms of  respiratory 

illness, wash your hands regularly,” 
while reinstating its commitment to 
preserving the health of the citizens.

“We serve even as we battle 
concurrent public health threats – 
COVID-19, monkeypox, Cholera, etc. 
Our interest is not in delivering bad 
news but in equipping citizens with the 
information they need to stay safe.

“We are being reminded that 
COVID-19 has not gone anywhere. I 
understand the fatigue and urge to 
return to our normal lives. We can do 
this whilst staying safe.

“As we continue to celebrate 
responsibly and act to prevent a fifth 
COVID-19 wave,”

However, the rise in COVID-19 
cases earlier, this year was said to be 
driven by the BA.2 Omicron subvariant, 
the U.S. Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported that two other 
subvariant BA.4 and BA.5, constituted 
more than 70 per cent of new infections 
in the country.

These sub-variants might partially 
escape the immunity produced by the 
vaccine and by prior infection, though 
vaccination still likely protected against 
severe illness.

Meanwhile, The National Primary 
Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA), said the good news was 
that  the  vaccines  and boosters 
cont inued to  provide  excel lent 
protection against severe diseases.

We therefore the Nigerian Federal 
government and even the State 
governments to focus on immediate 
priorities and implement reforms to 
boost resilience beyond the crisis. 

The gover nment  should  help 
minimize the impact of COVID-19 on 
the most vulnerable businesses and 
citizens. The adoption of  social 
distancing measures in the most 
affected cities are crucial to limit the 
spread of the virus. In addition, the 
government should partner with 
in for mal  g roups  such  as  t rade 
associations, which have a wider reach, 
to deliver monetary support to people in 
vulnerable employment.

Furthermore, healthcare sector must 
be  supported through adequate 
funding, incentives for health workers, 
and healthcare subsidies for the most 
vulnerable people.

We  a l s o  a dv i s e  t h a t  b e yo n d 
international travel restrictions and 
stimulus for businesses, more must be 
done to protect vulnerable households.

Recent surge on COVID-19
spread in Nigeria; Danger signal… 



he immediate past Tadviser to Governor 
Hope Uzodimma on 

Political Matters, Chief  
Batos Nwadike, is a politician 
of  repute. He is a practicing 
Christian. And by way of  his 
chieftaincy title of  Oyi of  
Oy i ,  he  i s  an  inc l ined 
traditional animal! Taken 
together, Nwadike, certainly 
understands the import, 
essence and above all, the 
practical meaning of  the Law 
of  Karma in all the guiding 
books  o f  l i f e.  He  a l so 
appreciates the importance 
of  the Law of  Retributive 
Justice. 

T h e  N e w s  E c h o 
newspaper was founded on 
the global principle and 
international standards of  
t r u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m 
anchored in the best ethical, 
standard practice. Unlike 
many others, the newspaper 
was never established on the 
low glide of  political motive 
or social bend. The publisher, 
t h e  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  a n d 
internationally acclaimed 
philanthropist, Clan Chief  
Prof  Chimezie Kingsley 
(KSC) Ebubemba Ikeduru, 
gave the editorial team a 
limitless free hand to produce 
a well-rehearsed as well as 
b e a u t i f u l l y  p a c k a g e d 
newspaper that will be a 
reference point in the South 
East, South - South and 
beyond. 

Armed with the total 
support and backing of  the 
d y n a m i c  a n d  e v e r 
enterprising publisher, to 
produce a great newspaper 
without fear, contradiction or 
favour, the editorial team 
went to work turbo charged. 

In view of  the foregoing, 
everything in prism is usually 
repor ted in News Echo 
without biased. It commends 
when the  publ ic  o f f ice 
holders  perform and also 
condemns them when they 
are involve in faux pas, be it in 
Imo State, South East or 
elsewhere. It is a situation of  
calling spade its real name 
not minding whose ox is 
gored. This way, News Echo, 
based on its inclination to 
inform and educate the 
public for the purposes of  
drastically eliminating or 
r e d u c i n g  t h e  i l l s  a n d 
a t r o c i t i e s  g o i n g  o n  i n 
g o v e r n m e n t  c i r c l e s , 
published various cover and 
inside stories of  the wrong 
d o i n g s  o f  t h e  A P C 

government of  Governor 
Uzodimma. It was either 
t h e r e  w e r e  b a d  r o a d s 
(examples  MCC Road, 
Ihiagwa Road) . ,  re fuse 
dumps disfiguring the entire 
s t a t e . ,  w o r k e r s  a n d 
pensioners lamenting unpaid 
backlog of  salaries., killings 
and  insecur i ty. ,  o r  the 
g o v e r n o r  h i m s e l f  
a b a n d o n i n g  h i s 
constitutional duties to being 
in Abuja almost perpetually. 
News Echo investigated this 
charade and contraption 
called governance going on 
i n  I m o  S t a t e  a n d  d i d 
thorough as well as balanced 
s t o r i e s  o n  t h e  m i s  - 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
Uzodimma. This was the 
only crime of  the high flying 
newspaper, whole and entire. 
Nothing more, nothing less. 

H o w e v e r ,  N w a d i k e 
wouldn't hear or see such 
professionally produced 
work by a team of  some of  
the best journalists in the 
S o u t h  E a s t  w i t h  t h e 
inspiration of  a patriotic Igbo 
as publisher. To Nwadike, 
News Echo, its employer and 
employees had committed 

what the Catholic Church in 
ecclesiastical language refers 
to as mortal sin - unforgivable 
crime. 

In  a  ra the r  despo t i c 
fashion, Nwadike, who has 
been a media promoter, 
b e n e f a c t o r  a s  w e l l  a s 
beneficiary, dramatically but 
senselessly became a cruel 
e x e c u t i o n e r .  S o m e 
characteristics very common 
with all executioners are that 
they are senseless, reckless, 
r u th l e s s  a nd  gene ra l ly 
without conscience. And so, 
in one moment of  completely 
sheer madness, Nwadike 
declared a fatwa on News 
Echo. You know, energy out 
of  control is dangerous. 
Energy under control is 
powerful ! ! !  The former 
adviser to Uzodimma on 
political matters passed a 
most illiterate message via a 
post to some major social 
media platforms in the state, 
urg ing  h is  readers  and 
followers not to buy, read or 
patronize the most educative, 
informative, and entertaining 
regional newspaper in the 
South East for the ambiguous 

reason of  being professional 
in its outing as a newspaper. 

I n  c a s t i g a t i n g  a n d 
arrogantly being truculent on 
News Echo, Nwadike who in 
the past used Lagos based 
n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l 
newspapers and magazines 
to fight most of  his political 
battles, never minded the 
tenets of  press freedom. He 
did not even call the editor for 
a rejoinder or a retraction. He 
d i d  n o t  e v e n  s u e  t h e 
newspaper.  He simply went 
inglorious. His action depicts 
professional contradiction. It 
shows official immaturity. It 
means laxity. 

More than anything else, 
there is the handiwork of  the 
L aw  o f  K a r m a  i n  t h e 
Nwadike, News Echo tiff. 
F o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e 
blackmailed the newspaper 
u n p r ovo k e d ,  t h e  g o d s 
became angry against him 
and frontally went against 
him. Number one: he was 
a l l e ge d ly  f u n d e d  w i t h 
millions of  naira to mobilize 
market women, youths and 
traders for the President 
Muhammadu Buhari state 

visit to Imo State last year. 
Indications were rife that the 
funds were not properly 
utilized and it was a big 
shame that people never 
thronged in their numbers to 
welcome the president. This 
caused a friction between the 
governor and his aide. Events 
moved fast and his office was 
rendered redundant and he 
became not surplus but an 
unwanted fellow. As fate 
would have it, Nwadike was 
consumed by the crossfire he 
ignited. 

Number two: during the 
president's visit,  Nwadike 
was disgracefully locked 
o u t s i d e  t h e  e x e c u t i v e 
chambers where the state 
government received Buhari. 
Rather than exhit caution, 
disc ip l ine  and car r iage 
expected of  such a highly 
p l a c e d  g o v e r n m e n t 
functionary, he fought like a 
wounded lion. He shouted on 
top of  his voice and violently 
threatened to deal with who 
brought such an ill treatment 
on him, unknown to him that 
he was being captured by the 
camera. What an ugly fate. 

Finally, Nwadike was 
either forced to go or he, in an 
u n d i g n i f i e d  g o o d b y e , 
resigned. It is Nwadike's 
contradic t ions.  He has 
controversially ended in an 
infamous gibbet, like most of  
others like him that tried to 
clampdown on the press. 
Remember, Adolf  Hitler's 
worst enemy was the press. 
Hitler never triumphed. 
Stalin of  USSR went against 
the press as he pursued his 
communism philosophy 
without human face. All of  
Stalin, communism and 
USSR went under and the 
world press still stands like 
the Rock of  Gibraltar! And 
b a c k  h o m e  h e r e ,  t h e 
inauspicious activities of  
Generals Babangida and 
Abacha as they doled out 
series of  Draculian decrees to 
wipe out journalism, press 
and their freedom in Nigeria 
were absolutely legendary. 
Babangida hastily stepped 
aside while Abacha died 
mysteriously. 

Now, like Hitler, Stalin, 
Babangida and Abacha, 
Nwadike has hit his feet 
against  the rock in his 
inglorious fight against News 
Echo and by extension the 
p re s s.  He  had  me t  h i s 
Waterloo and he is currently 
l icking his wounds. He 
deserves no pity.
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he Al l  Progress ives TGrand Alliance, APGA, 
has called on President 

Muhammadu Buhari to resign 
immediately over failure to 
protect lives and property of  
citizens more especially the 
recently failed security that gave 
terrorists the edge to break Kuje 
Prison at Abuja, the capital 
territory of  Nigeria, where over 
1000 notorious inmates were 
freed.

A P G A  m a d e  t h e  c a l l 

through its Imo State chapter 
chairman, Hon. John Iwuala, 
while speaking to journalists in 
Owerri, last week. 

He said Buhari, as the chief  
security officer and commander 
in chief  of  the combined armed 
forces of  Nigeria, has woefully 
failed the people hence should 
resign immediately.

T h e  s t a t e  c h a i r m a n 
regretted that it was a shameful 
thing for the jailbreak to occur 
even at the federal capital 
territory with security agents in 

Owerri parading, celebrating 
their day with Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, leaving Abuja at the 
mercy of  bandits, terrorists who 
he said had their free day to 
operate for over two hours 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e s c a p e  o f  
dangerous inmates.

He said it was unfortunate 
that there was no reinforcement 
by the security operatives several 
days after the jailbreak which 
could cause any person to reflect 
on the words of  the former 
military president of  Nigeria, 

late Sani Abacha, that "any 
insurgency that lasts beyond 24 
hours must have the hands of  
government in it", stressing that 
helpless citizens have been left in 
palpable fear since the loose from 
cage of  the Boko Haram and 
Islamic States of  West Africa 
Province, ISWP, terrorists.

While asking citizens to 
reject the APC and the PDP and 
embrace APGA for a better 
s o c i e t y  w h e r e  i n t e r n a l 
democracy, good leadership will 
b e  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  e v e n 
development, peace, comfort 
and security, Iwuala harped that 
the people are no longer safe in 
t h e  h a n d s  o f  A P C  l e d 
government, frowning that the 
ruling party does not have the 
interests of  the people at heart as 
it gave its presidential ticket to 
another medically incapacitated 
man.

"I see what is happening in 
APC as a calculated plan by 
Northerners to take over power, 
because I do not see Armed 
Tinubu as concluding one 
tenure. Our problem in this 
c o u n t r y  i s  t h a t  o f  
“godfatherism”, recycling of  old 
ugly people in government. 
Tinubu and Atiku are supposed 
to be elder statesmen, offering 
advice to the younger ones to do 
well  in government. What 
Nigeria needs now are youths 
with intellectual capacity who 

know how to galvanize the 
country as it is in other developed 
countries as France", he asserted.

Recalling that the few years 
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
governed Imo State as Governor 
under the platform of  APGA, 
the state recorded immense 
success, like Anambra State 
where the party currently in 
p o w e r  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g 
breakthrough, Iwuala said those 
who lead through APGA often 
receive grace from God to excel 
and are even guided by the 
party's ideology which he added 
is purely human oriented.

He posited that APGA has 
rich ideologies that can liberate 
the nation from going down the 
drain, appealing for support of  
APGA's presidential candidate, 
Peter Umeadi, who he described 
as  having the  capaci ty  to 
reposition the country through a 
workable constitution that 
w o u l d  i m p r o ve  s e c u r i t y, 
economy and education, check 
the electoral system, mentioning 
t h a t  a n  e l e c t o r a l  c r i m e 
commission and tribunal will be 
established by APGA in order to 
help fish out, eject those who get 
to elective positions fraudulently, 
force them to refund monies they 
had amassed during the period 
they spent in office.

 p r o - d e m o c r a c y  , 

APeoples Knowledge 
and Equity (PKE) has 

described the attacks on Kuje 
correctional facility in Abuja 
and the attack on the advance 
c o n v o y  o f  P r e s i d e n t 
Mohamadu Buhari, as the most 
shameful events in the history 
of  Nigeria.

The group also noted 
that the two twin attacks 
highlighted that the war against 
banditry in the country is not 
producing the desired results.

PKE therefore, told all 
security chiefs, the minister of  
interior, Rauf  Aregbesola and 
Attor ney-Genera l  o f  the 
Federation, Abubakar Malami 
to immediately resign from 
t h e i r  j o b s  a n d  t e n d e r 
u n r e s e r v e d  a p o l o g y  t o 
Nigerians.

The group which spoke 
in Umuahia through Chief  
Andy Okpegbue, (Secretary)  in 
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t a c k s, 
wondered why the highest 
prison in the country where 

hardened criminals, especially  
Boko haram leaders were kept, 
would be invaded by terrorists 
who reportedly carried out the 
destructions of  the Kuje prison, 
operating for more than two 
hours.

The group expressed fear 

that the peace of  the federal 
capital territory, Abuja and 
other cities in Nigeria may be 
threatened thereaf ter,  as 
according to him, “some of  the 
most dreaded criminals who 
were kept inside Kuje prison 
have  been released and many 

of  them would likely add to the 
i n s e c u r i t y  h e a d a c h e  we 
currently have."

"The ter roris ts  who 
came to release them may 
provide them more arms and 
direct them to go after the 
Nigerians and you can imagine 
the consequences such could 
bring upon innocent Nigerians"

" It is the biggest shame 
in the history of  Nigeria that 
the place where hardened 
criminals are kept was invaded 
and the criminals  there ,were 
released and this happened 
with little or no  resistance by 
security agencies.

"  S e v e r a l  m e n  o f  
Nigerian Army were busy in 
Imo State doing Army day 
c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  R a u f  
Aregbesola was believably  
much interested in  Osun State 
governorship election than the 
functions of  his office."

"Al l  se r v ice  ch ie f s, 
Aregbesola, Malami and the 
C o m p t r o l l e r - G e n e r a l  o f  
Nigeria Correctional Centre 
should resign now and tender 
u n r e s e r v e d  a p o l o g y  t o 
Nigerians", Okpegbue fumed.

O n  t h e  a t t a c k  o n 
President Buhari's convoy to 
Katsina, Buhari's, pointed out 
t h a t  i t  s h owe d  t h a t  t h e 
Nigerians are in trouble, unless 
a new approach to the anti-
terror war is adopted.

"Advance convoy of  
President Mohamadu Buhari 
was also attacked  and you can 
see the height the criminals are 
taking their games to. If  the 
convoy of  a President of  a 
nation could be attacked, then 
who is safe now", said Chief  
Okpegbue.

He demanded that all 
criminals, especially high 
profile suspects who escaped 
from Kuje should be re-arrested 
without delay for the country to 
enjoy peace.

“Publishing the faces of  
Boko Haram suspects who 
escaped from Kuje Prison 
should not be the end of  the 
story. Federal government 
should show seriousness by re-
arresting them without delay. 
W e  n e e d  p e a c e  a n d 
development in this country 
N i g e r i a " ,  s a i d  t h e  p r o -
democracy group.
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Kaduna train attack: Terrorists
release 7 more kidnapped passengers

News

Tinubu picks ex-Borno Gov. Shettima as
running mate
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T
he presidential candi-
date of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), 

Bola Tinubu, has announced 
Senator Kashim Shetima as 
his running mate in the 2023 
general elections.

He made the announce-
ment on Sunday in Daura, 
the hometown of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari in Kat-
sina State.

Tinubu, who was a for-
mer governor of  Lagos State 
briefed reporters at the end 
of  a close-door meeting that 
lasted about an hour with the 
President at his residence.

According to him, the 
choice of  picking Shettima as 
his running mate is because 
of  the former Borno State 
governor’s competency, capa-
bility, and reliability.

The APC presidential can-

didate was accompanied to 
Daura by Governor Aminu 
Masari shortly after his air-
craft landed at the Umaru 
Musa Yar’Adua Airport in 
Katsina State.

In a reaction, in support of 
Tinubu’s action on picking a 
fellow Muslim, The former 
governor of  Oyo State, Rashi-
di Ladoja, has said that he 
has no time to fight tradition-
alists or bother himself  about 
Muslim-Muslim ticket in the 
2023 presidential election as 
he sees nothing wrong with 
having a President and Vice 
President belonging to the 
same religion.

Rather than worry about 
Muslim-Muslim ticket, the 
former governor appealed 
to Nigerians to embark on 
prayers for the presiden-
tial candidate of  the ruling 

All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Bola Tinubu, so he 
would not be treated like late 
MKO Abiola. 

In the 1993 presidential 
election in Nigeria, Abiola, a 
Southwestern Muslim, who 
contested for president with a 
northern Muslim, Baba Gana 
Kingibe, as his running mate, 
won the election but died in 
prison in 1998 without getting 
to the Presidential Villa as the 
election was annulled by the 
military dictator, Ibrahim Ba-
bangida.

However, The Christian 
Association of  Nigeria has re-
acted to the Muslim-Muslim 
ticket that was finalized by 
the All Progressive Congress 
on Sunday.

Reacting to Newsmen’s 
request for comment on Sun-
day, CAN stated that its posi-
tion remains unchanged.

“The Christian Association 
of  Nigeria (CAN) has stated 
it clearly that the situation in 
the country now is not suit-
able for a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket.

2023: Why INEC didn’t 
publish Akpabio, Lawan’s 
names as candidates 

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) on 

Saturday offered an expla-
nation for its reluctance to 
publish the names of  actual 
winners of  the ruling APC 
senatorial candidates in two 
districts.

In a controversial manner, 
the names of  the Senate Pres-
ident, Ahmad Lawan, a for-
mer minister of  Niger Delta 
affairs, Godswill Akpabio, 
and two other expected can-
didates were missing from the 
published particulars of  can-
didates late June.

Both Bashir Machina 
and Udom Ekpoudom had 
emerged in Yobe North and 
Akwa-Ibom Northwest sen-
atorial primaries supervised 
by INEC but the names of 
Messrs Lawan and Akpabio 
were submitted by the APC 
to the commission.

Against the speculations of 
bias leveled against the INEC 
by a section of  the public, the 
commission in a statement 
on Saturday, said its action 
has widely been misjudged.

In the case of  both constitu-
encies, the commission said it 
discharged its constitutionally 
permitted duties of  monitor-
ing political parties’ finances, 
conventions, congresses and 
primaries.

The INEC maintained its 
stance by acknowledging the 
reports of  its state offices in 
respect to the APC senatorial 

elections in the concerned ar-
eas and challenged aggrieved 
members to approach the 
court.

“In relation to the pri-
maries for the Akwa Ibom 
North West and Yobe North 
Senatorial Districts, the Com-
mission stands by the moni-
toring reports received from 
our state offices.

“For this reason, the com-
mission did not publish the 
personal particulars of  any 
candidate for the two con-
stituencies at variance with 
the state reports. “Right now, 
the Commission is funtus 
officio in the two cases. Ag-
grieved parties are at liberty 
to approach the Federal High 
Court and seek redress as 
provided in section 285 of  the 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 (as 
amended) and sections 29(5) 
and 84(14) of  the Electoral 
Act, 2022,” the INEC spokes-
person, Festus Okoye, said in 
the statement.

Messrs Machina and Ek-
poudom were duly recog-
nised by the Yobe and Ak-
wa-Ibom state offices of  the 
commission at the time both 
Messrs Lawan and Akpabio 
were vigorously pursuing a 
chance to clinch the APC 
2023 presidential ticket.

While Mr. Akpabio with-
drew for the eventual winner 
of  the presidential primary, 
Bola Tinubu, Mr Lawan lost 
to the former Lagos State 
governor.

S
even more kidnapped 
passengers of  the March 
28 train attack in Kadu-

na state have been released by 
the terrorists who attacked the 
train.

The victims were released 
by their abductors on Satur-
day after spending over 100 
days in captivity.

The security agencies are 
yet to confirm the develop-
ment, but a member of  the 
negotiating team and media 
consultant to Kaduna based 
Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad 
Gumi, Tukur Mamu, told 
Channels Television that the 
kidnapped victims were re-
leased based on dialogue and 
negotiation with the terrorists.

But he did not say if  any 
ransom was paid or not before 
the terrorists released the vic-
tims.

Among the freed passen-
gers according to Mamu, 
include the son of  the Chair-
man of  Northern Elders Fo-
rum, Professor Ango Abdul-
lahi, Sadiq Abdullahi, Bosede 
Olurotimi, Abubakar Zubairu 

and Alhassan Sule. Others are 
Muhammad Daiyabu Paki, 
Aliyu Usman and the only 
foreign national of  Pakistani 
origin, Dr. Muhammad Abu-
zar Afzal.

Mamu disclosed that the 
seven released hostages have 
been handed over to the mili-
tary and that they were in their 
way to Kaduna.

Mamu, while reiterating 
the power of  mediation in 
addressing the security chal-
lenges bedeviling the country, 
claimed that he singlehanded-
ly facilitated and initiated the 
release of  the seven kidnapped 
victims with support from 
Sheikh Ahmad Gumi.

“That is why I keep empha-
sising that government has the 
power to end the agony of  this 
innocent victims in one day,” 
he said.

 “This is just one individual 
that sacrifice his life and even 
integrity. There is no military 
solution to the current security 
debacle in Nigeria. When you 
sincerely engage them this 
guys even though wicked with 

“It is up to Nigerians to ac-
cept or reject. Today’s Nigeria 
is not the same when Nige-
rians voted Abiola-Kingibe 
ticket which was eventually 
annulled.

“Our prayers are with Ni-
geria and Nigerians,” Special 
Assistant (Media and Com-
munications) to the CAN 
President, Rev Dr Samson 
Ayokunle, Pastor Adebayo 
Oladeji, stated.

Meanwhile, the Muslim 
Rights Concern (MURIC) 
had on June 11 urged Tinubu 
to go for competence, not re-
ligion.

The Muslim group advised 
Tinubu to listen to the coun-
sel of  the Northern governors 
who backed his emergence as 
the APC presidential candi-
date.

It stated, “While we submit 
that credibility, integrity and 
competence must be the over-
riding parameters, we aver 
that the faith of  the running 
mate should not be an issue.”

It could be recalled that 
CAN had urged all political 
parties not to field presiden-
tial flagbearers and running 
mates of  same religion.

The Christian body had 
maintained that the current 
realities in Nigeria where 
Christians and Muslim are 
being targeted by terrorists, 
calls for wisdom in the selec-
tion of  leaders that will repre-
sent Nigerians.

It had suggested that field-
ing presidential and vice-pres-
idential flagbearers will fur-
ther threaten the fragile peace 
and unity of  Nigeria.

misguided religious beliefs, 
they are listening. I have suf-
ficient evidence to probe that 
they due listen. It is this power 
of  engagement and sincerity 
that resulted to the release of 
this 7 victims”.

While he thanks the Gen-
eral Officer Commanding the 
one Mechanized Division 
of  the Nigerian Army for the 
support during the negotiation 
and the subsequent release of 
the hostages, Mamu howev-
er lamented that despite the 
poor medical condition of 
many of  the released hostages, 
there was unnecessary securi-
ty checks which wasted “their 
time in a military unit at the 
outskirts of  Kaduna.

“The location they (abduc-
tors) gave is remote, sensitive 
and risky. There was a military 
checkpoint before penetrat-
ing the forest. My team was 
stopped by the soldiers but 
when they told the military 
our mission they contacted 
the GOC and he immediate-
ly gave approval for them to 
proceed. And after the victims 

CHANGE OF NAME
 
The following Association 
name; DeKing’s Court 
Neighbourhood Diamond 
Estate, New Haven Area 
Umuguma now wishes to
 be called Neighbourhood 
Association Diamond 
Estate New Haven Area 
Umuguma. Access Bank
PLC, all other relevant 
authorities and the general 
public should take note of 

the change of  the 
Neighbourhood 

Association name.

Signed:
Mayor Nelson Onuawuchi.
Acting Chairman,
Neighbourhood 
Association Diamond 
Estate.

… CAN rejects, insists Muslim-Muslim ticket not suitable 
for Nigeria
… Nothing wrong with Muslim-Muslim Ticket – Ladoja

were successfully evacuated, 
travelling through over 40 kilo-
meters in the forest, they were 
given a military escort back to 
Kaduna at the checkpoint

Governor Uzodimma felicitates with Muslim community in Imo state over Eid-el-Kabir



o u t h s  i n  N t e j e YCommunity, Oyi local 
government local area of  

Anambra state numbering about 
200 on Saturday staged a peaceful 
protest to debunk the allegations 
that they are members of  Eastern 
Security Network (ESN), a 
violent arm of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB).

The youths converged at the 
Divisional  headquar ters of  
Nigerian Police Force, Nteje, 
before marching   with banners 
a l o n g  t h e  O n i t s h a / E nu g u 
expressway to Awkuzu junction 
and terminating   at Amaokpo, 
Orukabi village square, Ifite 
Nteje. Addressing the youths, at 
Amaokpo Orukabi village square 
Ifite Nteje, by a senior police 
officer who preferred anonymity 
commended the youths for their 
thoughtfulness to embrace peace 
in the community.

According to the officer 
“While police joined you in this 
peaceful march is to send the 
signal that we want peaceful co-
ex is tence  amongst  var ious 
w a r r i n g  g r o u p s  i n  N t e j e 
Community.

“Youths all over the world 
a r e  a g e n t s  o f  p e a c e  a n d 
development, but the reverse has 
been the case here for close to 10 

years now.
“People have been fighting 

each other and some have been 
killed, maimed and property 
v a l u e s  m i l l i o n s  o f  n a i r a 
destroyed, all in a bid for one 
group to exercise dominance over 
another”.

The senior police officer also 
stated that he decided that 
Amaokpo Orukabi village square 
Ifite Nteje be used as the venue for 
the protest so that both God and 

the ancestors of  the community 
would stand in judgment against 
those causing criss.

“It is regrettable that the 
proximity of  Anambra State 
International Passenger/Cargo 
A i r p o r t  U m u e r i  t o  y o u r 
community rather than being a 
blessing has turned out to a 
problem.

“Stop this bloodletting, 
emulate Aguleri and Umueri 
people and make peace so that 

e n d u r i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
will be recorded 
i n  y o u r 
community”, he 
said. The youths 
were seen with 
some  banners 
a n d  p l a c a r d s 
t h a t  r e a d s 
" P e a c e f u l 
Movement by 
Nteje Youths, 
we want peace in 
Nteje, We are 
n o t  E S N 
members, IGP 
and CP please 
b e a m 
searchlights in 
Nteje to uncover 
evil activities of  
land grabbers, 
Gov.  Char l e s 
Soludo, Nteje 
C o m m u n i t y 

needs your intervention among 
others".

Earlier, the youth  leader of  
Nteje Community  Mr Chinedu 
Okechukwu, said, they held the 
march to dissociate themselves 
from the frivollous allegations 
that Nteje youths are members of  
ESN.

“A faction in our community 
has labelled us members of  ESN 
in the petition they sent to the 

i l l a ge r s  c o m p r i s i n g 

Vmainly of  youths on 
S a t u r d a y,  9 t h  J u l y 

underwent a dramatic scene at 
Nkw� �ga market in Uga 
Community,  Aguata Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 
State, as they jointly apprehended 
one of  the gunmen terrorizing the 
area.

Our Correspondent gathered 
that the gummen who stormed 
the  area  in  a  bus,  s tar ted 
operating immediately and 
shooting sporadically to disperse 
the people, while they also 
snatched some motorcycles from 
some commercial motorcyclists 
(known as �kada) at the market, 
to enhance their operation.

A  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  a r e a , 
however, said immediately other 
members of  the gang fled with the 
snatched motorcycles as youths 
were trooping out to confront 
them; the driver of  the bus was 
trapped down as the courageous 
youths immediately used iron 
barricades to block the road and 
then rushedly apprehended him 
immedia te ly  he  a r mles s ly 
alighted from the vehicle and 

attempted to escape into a nearby 
bush.

Confirming the reports, a 
video from the scene currently 
trending on the social media, 
showing the villagers surround 
and interview the apprehended 
gunman, with one of  his legs 
almost cut off  with machete, 
while blood were seen gushing 
down from his head down to his 
body.

The angry inquisitive youths 
however, stripped him naked and 
beheld a charm tied round his 
abdomen.

It was learnt that the mob 
n e a r l y  s e t  h i m  a b l a z e 
immediately, but was advised to 
interrogate him, rather than kill 
him, as he had already received 
adequate beating.

During the interrogation, the 
suspect, who claims he hails from 
a Ebenator community in Nnewi 
South Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State, also confessed 
to the crime, and further revealed 
a partial identity of  their leader 
and traditional herbalist who 
prepares charms for them.

The villagers, however, all 
shouted in amazement when the 
suspect was stripped, as they 
beheld assorted charms tied 

round his waist and his chest.
Re c a l l  t h a t  G o ve r n o r 

Chukwuma Soludo has assured 
N d �  A n a m b r a  t h a t  t h e 
government is making frantic 
ef for ts  to ensure adequate 
security of  lives and property in 
the state, and therefore urged the 
citizens to continue to support the 
government in the fight against 
insecurity by reporting any 
suspect or suspected criminal 
activities to the government and 
the law enforcement agencies 

through the phone numbers 
recently given out for that 
purpose.

Governor Soludo who spoke 
t h r o u g h  h i s  C h i e f  P r e s s 
Secretary, Mr. Christian Aburime 
( in a te lephone inter view) 
commended Nd� Anambra for 
their supports so far in fighting 
crime in the state, but however, 
enjoined them to always hand 
over any suspect caught to the law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  a ge n c i e s  f o r 
adequate investigation and 

prosecution, rather than resorting 
to jungle justice.

He also reassured that the 
government will not relent in its 
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  c r i m e s  a n d 
insecurity in Anambra.

When contacted for his 
reaction, the Spokesperson of  the 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
C o m m a n d ,  D S P  I k e n g a 
Tochukwu, he informed our 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  t h e 
information have not reached 
him as at time of  filing this report.

security agencies.
“Acting on this frivolous 

petition, DSS operatives and 
some army personnel came to our 
place on June 16, 2022 and in the 
course of  the operation shot some 
people and rough handled our 
president general.

“As at today, two of  the 
people , Oluebube Anukwu and 
Chinazaekpere Areh who were 
shot and sustained  gun injuries 
are  died while  other are still  
laying very critical in various  
hospitals”, he said.

According to Okechukwu, 
land grabbing was at the major 
cause of  the dispute ravaging the 
community and nothing more. He 
appealed to the governor of  the 
state, Chukwuma Soludo to 
urgently intervene in the matter 
and save them from further 
destruction.

“Many of  us no longer sleep 
at home because some people 
engage  secur i ty  operat ives 
illegally to harass and intimidate 
others in other to bring buyers to 
sell land belonging to others. “We 
even gathered that some of  the 
land grabbers have  brought 
bulldozer now and are clearing 
land belonging to others because 
the atmosphere is tensed since 
after the June 16 incident”, he 
stated.
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From Mike Ovat,
Onitsha

End of  road for unkown gunmen: Villagers apprehend 1,
as others flee in Anambra 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe ,

Awka

Youths protest, debunk being ESN members in Anambra 



o m m u n i t i e s  i n 

CU mu n n e o c h i  L o c a l 
Government Area of  

Abia State have lamented that 
kidnapping in the area by 
suspected herdsmen has become 
a daily routine despite efforts by 
the State Government to curb 
the menace.

Y o u t h  L e a d e r  o f  
Umunneochi LGA, Prince 
D i v i n e  U c h e  s a i d  t h i s 
Wednesday at Umunneochi 
Council headquarters when 
Senator Mao Ohuabunwa who 
represented Abia North in the 
eight senates visited the people 
to identify with them over their 
predicaments, vowed that the 
youths would no longer watch 
helplessly if  Government failed 
to take action.

According to him, after the 
kidnap of  the Methodist Prelate, 
Dr Samuel Uche, herdsmen 
kidnapped people like fowls 
around Umunneochi despite the 
presence of  military checkpoint 
at Lomara junction.

” Three days ago, a boy of  less 
than 15 years was Kidnapped. 
The  o ther  day,  they  a l so 
Kidnapped another boy riding 
motorcycle and took him to the 
bush demanding N3 million 
ransom. But the boy is a prayer 
warrior, he prayed and they slept 
then he escaped but he was 
severely tortured.”

The youth leader further 
lamented that before now, only 
women who went to the farm 
were abducted and raped by the 
r a m p a g i n g  h e r d e r s  b u t 
nowadays, they invade homes to 
grab women for rape.

According to him, the herders 
stormed Umuerem village to 
grab a woman in her house but 
unfortunately for them the 
villagers raised alarm and they 
fled back to the forest.

He lamented that despite the 
continued presence of  soldiers at 
Lomara military checkpoint, 
kidnapping for ransom and 
criminal activities of  herdsmen 
had gone on unchallenged.

The youth leader expressed 
rage that the soldiers had refused 
to unblock the road linking 
Ihube community in Imo State 
with Isuochi despite the order by 
the State Government.

He queried the desirability of  
the continued presence of  the 
military at the checkpoint, 
alleging that most of  the crimes 
in the area occur around the 
vicinity.

” One of  our problems is the 
military checkpoint at Lomara 

junction. When the Army 
Commander came here after our 
protest and said that we indicted 
the Army, we reminded him that 
the Army Captain linked with 
the Taraba kidnap kingpin, 
Wadume was the man that 
headed that checkpoint last 
before he was posted to Taraba 
State.

” Why is it that the road 
leading to Ihube from that 
junction is still blocked despite 
the order by the Governor that it 
should be opened? Why is it that 
kidnappings and ransoms paid 
are still around that vicinity?”

But when contacted, an 
anonymous source at 14 Brigade 
Nigeria Army Ohafia, said the 
A r m y  “ d o e s  n o t  s h i e l d 
criminals”, adding that the 
Nigeria Army is determined to 
stamp out perpetrators of  
insecurity in various parts of  the 
country.

Prince Uche who said that 
Umunneochi youths were ready 
and prepared to secure their 
communities, vowed that the 
youths despite frustrations by 
the security operatives would not 
allow Fulani herdsmen to take 
over their forests.

H e  t h a n k e d  S e n a t o r 
Ohuabunwa for coming to 
identify with the people even 
though he was no longer in 
power, while pleading with him 
to explore his network and 
contacts to help end the people's 
misery.

He said that the activities of  
kidnappers had crippled the 

economy of  Umunneochi as 
traders have deserted their 
markets while their people living 
abroad also avoid coming home.

R e s p o n d i n g ,  S e n . 
O h u a b u n w a  d e c r i e d  t h e 
m e n a c i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
kidnappers in the area and the 
failure of  the federal government 
to arrest the situation.

T h e  f o r m e r  L e a d e r 
ECOWAS Parliament said he 
was disturbed as he read about 
the activities of  kidnappers in the 
area, and decided to solidarize 
with the people because of  his 
affection for them.

He said that only proper 
legislation would arrest the 
festering insecurity in the 
country as the Executive Arm of  
Government has failed to take 
necessary action to curb and 
menace.

T h e  f o r m e r  S e n a t e 
C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  o n 
P r i m a r y  H e a l t h  a n d 
C o m mu n i c a b l e  D i s e a s e s, 
recalled that while he was still in 
the Senate, he was the first 
Senator to raise the alarm on the 
floor of  the Senate over the 
dangers posed by herdsmen in 
U mu n n e o c h i  f o l l ow i n g  a 
complaint by a traditional ruler 
that a primary school and a 
police post at Lokpa were sacked 
by herders with their cows.

Ohuabunwa who said that 
“Nigeria is sitting on a key of  
gun powder” as a result of  
worsening insecurity, challenged 
security agencies to rise to the 
occasion.

He noted that self  defense 
would be the natural response to 
invasion of  ones domain by 
strangers.

” If  you are in your house and 
someone comes to kill you what 
will you do? Government should 
not allow this situation to 
escalate”.

He assured the youths of  his 
total support towards efforts to 
contain insecurity in the area but 
pleaded with them not to take 
laws into their hands.

S e n a t o r  O h u a b u n w a 
regretted that ” those who 
boasted of  bringing RUGA and 
cattle market to the area have all 
gone mute as the people are 
b e i n g  c o n s u m e d  b y  t h e 
dividends of  their RUGA”.

”  I ' m  a s h a m e d  o f  t h e 
condit ion of  Abia Nor th. 
Somebody who proudly said he 
brought RUGA to Umunneochi 
is there and the people are 
getting consumed by what he 
brought. Instead of  bringing 
solution, he is busy proposing 
Muslim/ Muslim ticket, and 
talking of  how he will  be 
sweeping Aso Rock if  his friend 
b e c o m e s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ; 
meanwhile, his home is on fire”.

Urging the people to remain 
security conscious, Ohuabunwa 
enjoined them to get their voter's 
card ready ahead of  2023 , and 
use it to end bad governance and 
“government of  insecurity”.

I n  a  r e m a r k ,  m e m b e r 
representing Umunneochi state 
constituency at the Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. Okey 

Igwe,  no ted  tha t  what  i s 
happening in the area was a 
microcosm of  the breakdown in 
the security architecture of  the 
country.

He regretted that the security 
agencies had not been able to 
arrest the situation but hinted 
that local solution was being 
worked out.

Hon. Igwe who is the running 
mate to the Peoples Democratic 
Par ty,  PDP,  gover norship 
candidate, Professor Uche 
Ikonne, also pleaded with the 
youths not to take laws into their 
hands, assuring that very soon 
the menace will be contained.

” Yes they have taken us as 
weak preys and cash cows but 
very soon the pain will be over. 
I'm interested in sustainable 
solution. So, please don't take 
laws into your hands because 
solution is in sight”.

Speaking earlier, the Council 
boss, Hon. Ifeanyi Madu, said 
the people of  Umunneochi 
ir respective of  their par ty 
affiliations, were united in the 
fight against insecurity.

He noted that the Kidnappers 
“do not discriminate against the 
political party of  their victims”, 
hence, the need for unity and 
synergy among the people 
against the monsters.

In a remark, an illustrious son 
of  the area and Chief  Executive 
of  Mainland Oil  and Gas 
Limited, Chief  Chris Igwe, 
decried the rising wave of  
insecurity in Umunneochi but 
also enjoined the people to 
remain law-abiding.

He expressed optimism that 
with the on-going consultations 
with the necessary Government 
agencies and stakeholders, the 
people would soon heave a sigh 
of  relief.

Yo u t h s  f r o m  v a r i o u s 
communities in Umunneochi 
thronged out to the Council 
headquarters, venue of  the 
meeting, in their numbers, 
vowing to take action to protect 
their families if  Government 
fails to act urgently.

Abia State Government had 
three weeks ago set up a Special 
S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  f o r 
Umunneochi, with a marching 
order to get into the forests and 
flush out illegal occupants and 
foreign elements in the bushes.

Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu, vowed 
not to allow criminals use any 
part of  the state as a breeding 
ground.
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Herdsmen still kidnapping our people like fowls,
Abia communities cry out

Protesters against the activities of herdsmen in their community

By Steve Oko



he South East branch of  TM i y e t t i  A l l a h  C a t t l e 
Breeders Association of  

Nigeria (MACBAN), has called for 
a sustained mutual relationship 
between their host communities 
(Igbos) and his members for the 
sake peace and unity in the region. 
They plead with the Governments, 
Traditional and Religious leaders, 
as well as other influential groups in 

the South East not to relent in their 
advocacy for peaceful coexistence 
amongst Nigerians wherever they 
choose to l ive and ply their 
legitimate businesses. According to 
the Zonal Chairman of  MACBAN, 
Alh. Gidado Siddiki, in his Id- el-
Kabir message on behalf  of  the 
Association, to the entire Muslim 
Ummah, the Governments and the 
people of  South East Nigeria, said 

peace can only be sustained if  we 
continue to acommodate and 
tolerate each other as one Nigeria, 
irrespective of  Tribe, Ethnic and 
Region Affiliations. The message 
read "As we know, Id el Kabir is 
perform every year by Muslims all 
o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  i n  s o l e m n 
remembrance of  the sacrifice by 
prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his 
only son to Allah. The celebration 

therefore  admonishes  a l l  to 
embrace the life of  sacrifice as a way 
of  recognizing the universality of  
the human family and the essence 
of  accommodation and tolerance 
amongst the peoples of  the world. I 
wish to use this privilege to pray for 
peaceful coexistence amongst 
Nigerians. I wish to pray for 
improved peace and understanding 
between our host communities in 
the south east and our herdsmen 
who are genuinely engaged in the 
business of  cattle rearing in the 
eastern part of  Nigeria. "As I invite 
all in the celebration of  Id el Kabir, I 
s i n c e r e l y  p l e a d  f o r  b e t t e r 
understanding in information 
peddling, so as to avoid the often 
misinformation, half-truths and 
outright falsehood that the gullible 
public very often gets fed with. I 
plead with the Governments, 
Traditional and Religious leaders, 
as well as other influential groups in 
the South East not to relent in their 

advocacy for peaceful coexistence 
amongst Nigerians wherever they 
choose to l ive and ply their 
legitimate businesses. "I plead for 
truthfulness, fairness and restraints 
in information management so as 
to avoid tendencies of  unfair 
blanket criminalization of  any 
group of  people. This is as I 
maintain that criminal, wherever 
they are identified, should be made 
to face the full wrath of  the laws of  
the land. The safety of  the citizens is 
the primary commitment of  
Governments; it should be so in our 
country. "I pray that the spirit of  
Eidel Kabir prevails and continues 
to instruct our lives and our 
attitudes towards one another. 
"Again, I wish to appreciate the 
Governors, Governments and 
people of  the entire South East for 
providing us the enablement to 
successfully do our business in the 
geopolitical zone. May the peace of  
Allah reign amongst all of  us.

overnor David Umahi of  

GEbonyi State has called 
Muslims in the country 

to use this period of  Eid-el- Kabir 
to preach unity and peaceful 
coexistence. Umahi made the call 
when  he  r ece ived  Mus l im 
community on a Salah message at 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e 
Abakalilki. The Governor who 
was represented by the Deputy 
Governor Dr Kelechi Igwe noted 
that the conduct of  Muslims in the 
state has helped in promoting 
peace. "I want to thank you for the 
way you have supported our 
government since 2015 till date. 
E a c h  t i m e  t h e  M u s l i m 
community is to pay us homage, 
we are always excited because it is 
always an opportunity to foster a 
closer relationship. The Governor 
encouraged them to remain 
supportive to government and 
lend their supports to Candidates 
of  All Progressive Congress APC 
in the forthcoming elections. The 
Leader of  the delegation, Alhaji 
Mustapha  Ogah expressed 
satisfaction with the love and the 
support the Muslims have so far 
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e 
Government. He assured that 
they will reciprocate by giving 
massive support to APC led 
Government during elections. 
Meanwhile, the Chief  Imam of  
Abakaliki central mosque, Alhaji 
Labaran Muhammad has advised 
N i g e r i a n s  t o  e mu l a t e  t h e 

sacrificial lifestyle of  Ibrahim in 
the Holy Quran by obeying the 
authorities. Alhaji Mohammed 
who spoke through his secretary, 
M r.  U s m a n  S h u a b u ,  s a i d 
Nigerians should imbibe the 
culture of  adherence to set rules 
while emphasizing the need for 
people to live a good life in the 
interest of  peace and security as 
well as the development of  the 
nation. “This celebration is a feast 
of  sacrifice, its symbolism is 
obedience and faith in God, when 
Ibrahim was instructed by God to 
use his son, Ismail for sacrifice, 
even though it took him a long 
time to have a son, he obeyed 
because he had faith in God. 
“What this symbolizes is that we 
should always obey our leaders, 
e s p e c i a l ly  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  
insecurity, if  we obey our leaders 
and pay attention to what they are 
telling us, maybe we will have it a 

little bit better,” Yunusa asserted. 
He noted the celebration as one of  
the biggest festivals in Islam as it 
fulfills one of  its five pillars, which 
is sacrificial giving. “This month 
is a fruitful one to Muslims due to 
obedience and sacrifice, which is 
the high point of  the feast.“ That 
expression of  living together is 
part of  the symbolism of  the 
celebration, we must come 
together as a people,“ he added. 
The chief  Imam hinted the 
relevance of  obedience and 
s a c r i f i c e  c a n n o t  b e 
overemphasized as they formed 
the background for a good life. He 
said both Muslims and none 
should try as much as possible to 
live good lifestyles in obedience to 
rules and regulations, “if  you live 
by the rules you will see that you 
don't have much problem, for 
both Muslims and none.”

he Nigeria Security and TCivil Defence Corps, 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e 

C o m m a n d  h a s  d e p l o y e d 
adequate personnel, operational 
resources to strategic places in 
order to ensure a peaceful 
celebration of  Eid - el - Kabir.

Public Relations Officer of  
the Command, DSC Okadigbo 
Edwin disclosed this to News 
men in Awka over the weekend 
were assured that Ndi Anambra 
of  tight security. 

According to Anambra 
Boss, Comdt, Isidore Chukwudi 
C h i k e r e ,  " A h e a d  o f  t h e 
forthcoming EID -EL KABIR 
celebration, the Nigeria Security 
and Civ i l  Defence  Cor ps, 
Anambra  S ta te  Command 
wishes to inform members of  the 
public that the command has 
emplaced all necessary measures 
to protect lives and properties 
with an elaborate Operation 
Order/Strategies to checkmate 
crime and criminalities during 
and after the EID-EL-KABIR 
period throughout the state".

In this regard, "the State 
Commandant ,  Mr.  Is idore 
Chukwudi Chikere has ordered 
the deployment of  all operational 
resources and adequate security 
personnel drawn from Corps' 
Counter Terrorism Unit, Anti 
Vandalism Squad, Agro Rangers 
Squad, Rapid Respond Squad, 
the Armed Squad ,  Special 
Female Squad as well as Disaster 
Management officers and Under-
cover operatives to man and 
monitor key/vulnerable points 
w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  e n s u r i n g 
watertight security across the 
state".

"Personnel deployed for this 
assignment are under strict 
i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e 
Commandant to be civil but firm 
and conduct themselves in the 
most professional manner in the 
discharge of  their duties towards 
forestall any breach of  peace 
particularly on public places of  
worship,  residential  areas, 
markets as well as sites of  Critical 
Government/ Private Assets and 
Infrastructure". 

The statement further reads 
that "the Command urges all well 
- meaning members of  the public 
t o  r e p o r t  a n y  s u s p i c i o u s 
movement/ object noticed within 
their area to the nearest security 
formation as the Corps will 
collaborate with other sister 
security agencies and all critical 
stakeholders to ensure that the 
celebration is peaceful and hitch - 
free".  

"The State Commandant, 
Mr. Isidore Chukwudi Chikere, 
once again wishes all a happy 
EID-EL-KABIR celebration. 
Barka Da Sallah", it concludes.
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Eid-el-Kabir celebrations rings
through South East
….Let's accommodate, tolerate each other for peace, unity- Miyetti Allah appeals to Igbos 
….Anambra NSCDC assures of  adequate security 
….Umahi seeks prayer for peaceful coexistence

Umahi seeks prayer for peaceful coexistence

Anambra NSCDC assures
of adequate security 

From Ovat Mike-Onitsha, Uchenna Ezeadigwe-Awka,
David Eze-Abakaliki

Umahi

Okadigbo

Muslims killing ram for Eid El Kabir celebration
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Foreign News

R
ussian missile and 
rocket strikes have 
caused more wide-
spread damage in 

towns and cities across eastern 
and southern Ukraine, regional 
officials say.

Four civilians died in a strike 
on Siversk, a town in Donetsk 
region, local governor Pavlo Ky-
rylenko said.

It is just west of  Lysychansk, a 
city seized by the Russians near-
ly a week ago. Civilian areas of 
Druzhkivka, in the same region, 
were also hit. The BBC was un-
able to verify details of  the latest 
strikes. In Druzhkivka, a town 
just south of  Kramatorsk, a su-
permarket was wrecked and a 
big crater appeared, in what offi-
cials described as a Russian mis-
sile strike.

However, Russian ground forc-
es do not appear to have made 
significant advances in the past 
24 hours in their push to take the 
rest of  Donetsk region.

Ukrainian officials also re-
ported Russian missile strikes 
on parts of  Kharkiv, in the 
north, Mykolaiv in the south 
and Kryvyi Rih, a southern city 
north-east of  Mykolaiv.

Ukrainian forces are fiercely 
defending Mykolaiv, a strate-
gic river port on a key route to 
Odesa, which is Ukraine’s main 
export hub. The Russian navy 
is still preventing Ukraine from 
shipping grain out of  Odesa.

Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Iryna Vereshchuk has urged 
residents to leave Russian-oc-
cupied parts of  Kherson and 
Zaporizhzhia in the south. The 
warning appeared to herald fur-

ther Ukrainian counter-attacks.
Police in Kherson region ac-

cuse Russia of  deliberately de-
stroying crops. In a Facebook 
post they show photos of  burn-
ing fields and say: “Large-scale 
fires occur every day, hundreds 
of  hectares of  wheat, barley and 
other grain crops have already 
burned.” They also accuse Rus-
sian troops of  destroying grana-
ries and agricultural equipment, 
and of  preventing locals from 
extinguishing the fires.

Ukraine reports heavy Russian
missile strikes

A burning apartment block hit by Russian �re in Siversk,  Eastern Ukraine.

Sudan: Will the military
quit power?

C
onfusing and distract-
ing the opponent or 
enemy is a well-known 
tactic in military plans. 

A careful reading of  the speech of 
Lieutenant-General Abdel-Fat-
tah Al-Burhan, Chairman of  the 
Sudanese Sovereign Council, last 
Monday, and the reactions to it, 
suggest that this is exactly what 
happened. The speech, which 
was surprising to many, sparked 
widespread controversy and 
raised questions about whether 
the military component would 
actually withdraw from the po-
litical scene and hand over power 
to civilians.

The short answer is no, and the 
explanation is in the speech itself. 

In addition, the main missing 
thing in the current scene is trust, 
as it is completely non-existent 
between the forces of  the revo-
lution and the military compo-
nent, and even between parties in 
the civilian component crowded 
with players from all shades, in-
cluding the pillars of  the former 
regime, Islamists and others.

The speech mainly revolves 
around three points. The first is 
the withdrawal of  the military 
component from the dialogue 
facilitated by the Trilateral Mech-
anism (the United Nations, the 
African Union and the Intergov-
ernmental Authority on Devel-
opment known as IGAD). The 
second is to throw the ball into 

the civilians’ court to conduct a 
dialogue between their various 
components and agree on the 
formation of  a transitional gov-
ernment. The third, and most 
importantly, the formation of 
a higher council of  the Sudan 
Armed Forces and Rapid Sup-
port Forces to take over the high 
command of  the regular forces 
and be responsible for security 
and defence, in addition to other 
unspecified responsibilities.

The first and second points are 
clearly linked. They are aimed 
at confusing the scene, blaming 
civilians and betting on their dif-
ferences, especially after mobiliz-
ing pro-military forces and sup-
porters of  the October 25 coup. 

The Russians are occupying 
the city of  Kherson, but Ukrain-
ian forces have taken back some 
parts of  the region.

In Kryvyi Rih, Russian Grad 
rockets damaged a school and 
housing, killing a 41-year-old 
woman, local governor Valentyn 
Reznichenko said.

Russia’s defence ministry said 
its forces had destroyed a hang-
ar storing US M777 howitzers 
in Chasiv Yar, near Kramatorsk. 
The cities of  Slovyansk and 

Kramatorsk are expected to be 
Russia’s next major targets in 
Donetsk.

The US says it is supplying 
four more high-precision rocket 
systems to Ukraine. President 
Volodymyr Zelensky says the 
HIMARS rockets are being used 
to hit ammunition depots and 
warehouses in Russian-held terri-
tory, making Moscow’s attempts 
at resupply much harder.

In the UK, British Army bas-
es are now being used to train 

Ukrainians in combat, the UK 
government says. It aims to train 
up to 10,000 Ukrainians over the 
coming months.

In a new intelligence update, 
the UK military says Russia 
is moving reserve forces from 
across the country to positions 
near Ukraine for future opera-
tions. But it says many of  Rus-
sia’s reinforcements are “ad 
hoc groupings, deploying with 
obsolete or inappropriate equip-
ment”. 

The occurrence of  differences 
in such a situation is certain and 
will lead to the failure of  the di-
alogue. Hence, this will serve the 
scheme to portray the deep crisis 
the country is going through as a 
crisis between civilians and had 
nothing to do with the military 
component, which is the same 
justification that was used to justi-
fy the October 25 coup.

This brings us to the third most 
important point in Al-Burhan’s 
speech, which is the formation of 
a higher military council from the 
Sudan Armed Forces and Rapid 
Support Forces, after the forma-
tion of  the transitional civilian 
government – if  it is formed. This 
body will assume the “supreme” 
command of  the regular forces, 
meaning that it will serve as the 
supreme commander, this au-
thority normally granted to the 
head of  state. The Council will be 
responsible for security and de-
fence tasks and “related respon-

sibilities”, a loose sentence that 
grants broad powers, and was 
used in previous periods to justi-
fy repression, state of  emergency 
imposition and justification of 
coups d’état.

The speech did not stop there 
but rather indicated that the 
Council would “complete its 
functions in agreement with the 
would-be-formed government 
“, which means that it has other 
tasks that are not explained, or 
will not be disclosed now.

There are reports that the mil-
itary component wants a role in 
sovereign functions, foreign pol-
icy, judicial appointments, and 
possibly even extending powers 
to the central bank. The military 
component has already prepared 
to announce that the current 
Sovereignty Council will be dis-
solved, allowing the planned 
Supreme Council of  the Armed 
Forces to be the alternative, not 
by name but by powers.



Personnel who manhandled Odumeje to be dealt with – Gov Soludo

News

Odumeje to pay demolition cost, 2 Catholic
churches to go down – Soludo 
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T
he Anambra State 
Governor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo, has 

said that Pastor Chukwue-
meka Ohanaemere, popu-
larly known as Odumeje, 
whose part of  his church 
building was demolished on 
Thursday, will pay for the 
cost of  demolition. 

Soludo, who spoke late 
Friday in Awka, said several 
notices were sent to all the 
landlords, whose buildings 
were marked for demolition, 
for them to remove such 
structures. 

He also added that two 
parishes of  the Catholic 
church were still waiting to 
be demolished.

He said, “It is costing us 
money. They had several 
notices to remove such struc-
tures, but they refused. 

“The demolition started on 
Thursday, and so far so good. 

The demolition went well, 
except for Pastor Odumeje, 
who according to the report, 
drove in, in a brazen manner 
and attempted to take over 
the equipment. 

 “Of  course, state work 
must go on, and security had 
to stop him. This was a man 
who was in the several meet-
ings we had and also spoke.

“In fact, this is costing us 
money, and the structures 
should have been removed 
before now, but they choose 
to test the resolve of  govern-
ment. 

“Once we are done with 
this exercise, we will compile 
the bills and send them to the 
persons involved, and they 
must pay.” 

The governor confirmed 
that the two Catholic par-
ishes also involved were St 
. Dominic Catholic Church 
and Our Lady Queen Catho-

lic Church. 
He stated that the parish 

priest of  Our Lady Queen 
Catholic Parish was around 
when the demolition team 
visited, and even cooperated, 
and also granted an inter-
view. 

He regretted that Pastor 
Odumeje took laws into his 

hands and attempted to stop 
the exercise. 

In another development, 
contrary to reports that the 
whole church building was 
demolished, the church body 
has stated that the news was 
false, adding that only the 
security post and fence were 
affected. 

Online Labour Party won’t get
15 votes – APC lawmaker boasts

A
PC Rep Member All 
Progressives Con-
gress (APC) chieftain, 

Akin Alabi has dismissed the 
strength of  the Labour Party 
(LP) ahead of  the 2023 elec-
tion. Alabi, 45, is the House 
of  Representatives member 
for Egbeda/Ona Ara Federal 
Constituency of  Oyo State. 
On Saturday, the lawmaker 
reacted to a tweet about LP’s 
strategy to forestall rigging 
next year. 

Professor Pat Utomi dis-
closed that the platform and 
a coalition were planning to 
have 15 agents at each polling 
unit. 

In reply, Alabi wrote: “La-
bour Party will not get 15 
votes in my polling unit at 
Ajiwogbo, Ward 4, Egbeda 
Local Government, Ibadan.” 
The comment has generated 
hundreds of  responses from 
LP’s supporters and rivals. 
Some said Alabi’s declaration 

was a mockery of  the party 
and its presidential candi-
date, Peter Obi. The busi-
nessman reacted to some, 
asking someone who talked 
about bet: “How much have 
you got?”

 In Benue To a tweep who 
said Alabi was “concerned 
about LP”, he replied: “PDP 
is my concern politically. La-
bour is for online content.” 

“You better respect my po-
litical game because I’m on 
ground”, Alabi told another.

“I’m about to contest for a 
3rd consecutive federal elec-
tion. That’s not for twitter 
experts. This is the real deal.” 

Alabi won a return tick-
et in May after defeating 
Capt Kazeem Akinjide (rtd) 
and Comrade Moshood 
Erubami, a rights activist.

The Chairman, House 
Committee on Governmen-
tal Affairs is the founder of 
gaming site NairaBET.

T
he Anambra State 
Governor, Chukwu-
ma Soludo, on Friday, 

said the official of  the state 
task force who manhandled 
Prophet Chukwuemeka 
Ohanaemere alias ‘Odume-
je’ in the Onitsha area of  the 
state will face the full wrath 
of  the law.  When officials of 
the state task force stormed 
the location on Thursday to 
enforce the demolition, there 
was a face-off  between the 
pastor and some of  the task 
force members. 

It was gathered that secu-
rity men had tried to whisk 

the pastor away after he was 
trying to resist the demoli-
tion activities which led to 
the men manhandling him 
(Odumeje). In a statement on 
his Facebook page on Friday, 
the governor restated his com-
mitment to upholding law, 
order and respecting human 
rights in the state.  Accord-
ing to him, I have instructed 
that the task force personnel 
involved in the manhandling 
of  Odumeje be treated in 
accordance with the rules 
of  public conduct which he 
roundly failed to uphold.

The statement read, “Let 

Governor Hope Uzodimma hosted the Muslim community in Imo State at the Government House Banquet Hall, Owerri,
in the spirit of  Eid Mubarak.

In a video posted on 
Odumeje’s official Instagram 
page, an aide of  the cleric 
noted that the church build-
ing was intact and activities 
will continue as usual. 

A voice speaking in the 
video said, “The rumour is 
going viral that Odumeje’s 
church has been demolished. 
This is contrary to what hap-
pened. That is false.

“Odumeje’s church has 

not been demolished but the 
security house at the front of 
Odumeje’s church. 

 “The security house that is 
a little bit close to the drain-
age was demolished. As you 
can see, Odumeje’s church is 
still intact.” 

The video also showed the 
section of  the security post 
that was demolished, and the 
interiors of  the church which 
were still in good shape.

Govt demolished security post, not church building – Cleric’s aide 

You’re only strong on social media
– Uzodimma mocks Peter Obi, Labour Party 

G
overnor Uzodinma 
Mocks Peter Obi 
And Labour Party 

Governor Hope Uzodinma 
of  Imo State has asked All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
members to ignore opposition 
parties who are “only strong 
on social media”. 

Uzodimma stated this 
during a meeting with party 
members and stakeholders 
in Imo on Friday. The gov-
ernor’s comment is most 
likely a swipe at the Labour 
Party (LP) and its presiden-
tial candidate, Peter Obi. LP 

and Obi have been criticised 
for being more prominent on 
social media and not having 
a structure ahead of  the 2023 
elections. 

“This opposition that is 
only strong on social media 
with no political structure on 
the ground, you are listening 
to them,” Uzodimma said. 
“Our people should not be 
deceived. 

Don’t let anybody deceive 
you. “If  you follow a party 
that is reminding you of  the 
agony of  the past but is not 
interested in telling you how 

you will better your tomor-
row, you don’t have to blame 
anybody.

Governor Uzodinma 
Mocks Peter Obi And Labour 
Party Governor Hope Uzod-
inma of  Imo State has asked 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) members to ignore op-
position parties who are “only 
strong on social media”.

Uzodimma stated this 
during a meeting with party 
members and stakeholders 
in Imo on Friday. The gov-
ernor’s comment is most 
likely a swipe at the Labour 

Party (LP) and its presiden-
tial candidate, Peter Obi. LP 
and Obi have been criticised 
for being more prominent on 
social media and not having 
a structure ahead of  the 2023 
elections. 

“This opposition that is 
only strong on social media 
with no political structure on 
the ground, you are listening 
to them,” Uzodimma said. 
“Our people should not be 
deceived. Don’t let anybody 
deceive you. 

“If  you follow a party that 
is reminding you of  the agony 
of  the past but is not interest-
ed in telling you how you will 
better your tomorrow, you 
don’t have to blame anybody.

me sincerely appreciate ndi 
Anambra for understand-
ing with us as we take auda-
cious steps toward making 
our Homeland Liveable and 
Prosperous. On this journey, 
imperfect steps will be taken, 
emotions will run wild and 
opinions will grow thick. 

“What is pertinent to note is 
that we shall remain undaunt-
ed, correct our imperfections, 
strive to put our emotions in 
check and aggregate opinions 
that are in the interest of  our 
overall good. 

“Yesterday’s outing has 
evoked emotions, not against 
the decision of  government, 
but the imperfect and unpro-
fessional manner with which 
one of  the task force members 
discharged his lawful duty. 
This is highly regretted, and 
would never happen again. 

“I have instructed that 
the task force personnel in-
volved in the manhandling 
of  Prophet Chukwuemeka 
Ohanaemere (Odumeje) be 
treated in accordance with the 
rules of  public conduct which 
he roundly failed to uphold. 

“We will continue to work 
to actualize the mandate you 
have given to us. Nothing 
short of  the best outcomes is 
guaranteed. On behalf  of  the 
government and good people 
of  Anambra State, I condemn 

the assault, and further ask for 
your continued support in the 
fight to restore the dignity of 
Onitsha, and indeed the total-
ity of  our Homeland.”

Sallah: 
Gov Uzodimma
preaches brotherliness 

I
n the spirit of  Eid 
Mubarak, the Governor 
of  Imo State, Senator 

Hope Uzodimma preached 
love, tolerance and broth-
erliness as he hosted the 
Muslim community in Imo 
State at the Government 
House Banquet Hall, Ow-
erri. 

The Governor stressed 
the need to maintain peace-
ful co-existence and respect 
to the rights of  others irre-
spective of  diverse religion 
or tribe. 

He further stated that the 
insecurity challenges can 
be better managed with 
everyone tolerating each 
other’s inadequacies with 
the knowledge that we 
serve one God. 

He seized the opportu-
nity to call on all eligible 
voters to be part of  the 
electoral process and ex-
ercise their electoral rights 
as democracy has come to 
stay in Nigeria.



News

‘419 prophet’ – Nigerians knock Primate Ayodele
over prophecy against Peter Obi
A 

section of  Nigerians 
using the micro-blog-
ging platform, Twit-

ter have lambasted the Leader 
of  INRI Evangelical Spiritual 
Church, Primate Elijah Ayo-
dele over his recent prophe-
cy against the Labour Party 
presidential candidate, Peter 
Obi.

The popular cleric, who is 
known for his controversial 
comments on political activ-
ities, on Saturday, said Peter 
Obi is a noise maker and 
cannot win the presidency in 
2023.

According to Ayodele: “Pe-
ter Obi is a noise maker; he 
can’t make a single difference. 
Saying Obi will win the elec-
tion is zero”. The prophecy, 
however, did not go well as 
some tweep tackled the man 
of  God for attempting to de-
market Peter Obi’s candidacy. 
While some tweeps alleged 
that he was paid for the job, 
others referred to him as a 
scammer, saying he is part of 
those sabotaging the progress 
of  the country.

Below are some of  the reac-
tions compiled from Twitter.

@LamD_lantern: Thank 
you Sir. But we will keep 
making noise, God will ac-
knowledge the voice of  his 
children, you are no God and 

God isn’t you. Obidience is 
better then Sacrifice.

@IfechiEli: 419 primate. 
People like him kept Nigeria 
where it is today.

@Ideal_001: Lol Primate 
Ayodele is always running 
mouth. People don’t even re-
gard his prophecy.

@great_ay: I don’t like 
talking against men of  God 
whether they are real or 
fake….. But sir in this coun-
try you don’t have the mo-
nopoly of  hearing. However, 
the voice of  the people is the 
voice of  God.

@ BundeJoshua: This 
Man should ask father Mba-
ka about what is happening to 
fake prophets in Nigeria con-
cerning Obi.

@ChineduNwota: The 
last time his prophesy came 
to pass is when he closed his 
mouth and said nothing. @
PeterObi can win and will 
surely win.

@KenAnichebe4: Fake 
prophet everywhere, this one 
is talking so that they can give 
him money. Oga prophet we 
done hear, when they win, 
you still talk another thing, 
don’t you know that Nigeria 
has record of  all you have 
said in the past, did it come to 
past? You want money from 
them?
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Anambra youths protest, debunks being ESN members.

Peter Obi is a nomadic, ‘morally
compromised’ social media
politician - Sule Lamido

F
ormer Jigawa gover-
nor Sule Lamido has 
berated Labour Party’s 

presidential candidate Peter 
Obi as a “morally compro-
mised” politician. He also de-
scribed Mr Obi’s presidential 
ambition as a “social media 
thing.” “The younger genera-
tion goes after fancy things,” 
Mr Lamido, a 73-year-old 
career politician, said. “Peter 
Obi is morally compromised, 
he should have stayed in the 
All Progressive Grand Alli-
ance, APGA, and promoted 
the party in Nigeria.”

“He came from a sectional 
party, a party from a particu-
lar enclave and that is what 
made him what he is,” Mr 
Lamido continued, “Now, if 
he believes in the history of 
APGA and his own philos-
ophy after coming to PDP, 
he shouldn’t have gone to the 
Labour Party.” Mr Lamido 
asserted that Mr Obi was 
“now becoming nomadic, 
going from party to party but 
he is a good man.” “What is 
happening with him is a so-
cial media thing,” Mr Lami-
do added.

Anambra CP reacts to alleged extortion by
men of his Command, orders investigation
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 
 

A
nambra State Police 
command has react-
ed to allegation of 

extortion by some operatives 
of  the command at Onitsha 
central police station.

A human rights activist 
and coordinator of  Behind 
Bars Human Rights Founda-
tion, Harrison Gwamnishu 
had narrated an incident of 
arrest, involving operatives 
of  the Anambra State Police 
command. Gwamnishu said 
a man named Chidiebere 
was on 4th July arrested af-
ter he left ShopRite Mall, 
where he had gone to make 
purchases. The policemen in-
volved, including one Harri-

son Emerenini saw him with 
an iPhone and arrested him.

He was later extorted to 
the tune of  N600, 500 after 
he was threatened with being 
labelled an IPOB member . 
He added that after interven-
tion by his group, the man 
was paid the extorted money 
in full. Meanwhile, Anambra 
State Police commission-
er, CP Echeng Echeng has 
vowed to uncover and punish 
operatives involved in such 
ignominious act.

A release by the state police 
command’s spokesperson, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga re-
vealed that the commissioner 
has ordered an investigation 
into the matter.

He said: “The attention of 
Anambra State Police Com-
mand has been drawn to a 

Group advocates good governance,
urges INEC on credible 2023 election
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
political group, Ug-
wumba Youth Move-
ment (UYM), has 

urged the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) against compromis-
ing 2023 election, reminding 
the commission that it owes 
citizens the obligation to 
hold credible poll that will 
reflect internal democracy, 
rule of  law and constitution-
alism with a view to bringing 
to fruition desired positive 
change and progress in the 
country for absolute peace 
and security.

The urge for INEC to con-
duct transparent poll in the 
2023 elections to enable elec-
torate elect good persons who 
will tailor good governance 
to meet needs of  the people, 
was made by the National 
Coordinator of  Ugwumba 
Youth Movement (UYM), 
Comr. Jeff  Nwaoha, during 
a press conference, held on 
Wednesday, at Westbrook 
Hotel, Owerri.

“We would seize this op-
portunity to remind INEC 
that it owes Nigerians a duty 
to conduct free, fair and cred-
ible elections and we implore 
the commission to deliver 
on this mandate come 2023 
general elections without 
compromise, fear or favour”, 
Nwaoha posited.

Nwaoha therefore advised 
youths across board who are 
eligible for election to regis-
ter with INEC as to get their 
PVCs to vote in credible pol-
iticians to install internal de-
mocracy.

Similarly, we wish to en-

courage Nigerians especially 
fellow youths to go and get 
their Permanent Voters Card 
and join the impending ballot 
revolution, because our votes 
must surely count this time 
around owing to the new 
electoral laws”.

Nwaoha observed that 
“our collective interest to-
wards 2023 journey is, by 
all ramifications, borne out 
of  our desire to forming al-
liance and close ranks with 
any promising political par-
ty in the land, to ensure that 
we help install into positions 
of  authority people that have 
the interests of  the people 
and the nation at heart and 
who could practically ensure 

that peace, love, progress, 
justice, equity and fairness, 
as democratic virtues, are re-
stored and domesticated for 
the common good of  all and 
sundry.

In due course, we shall 
make known our preferred 
candidates across board that 
we will support as we wait 
for directives from our leader, 
Ugwumba Uche Nwosu”.

Adding that UYM is 
“open for affiliation with oth-
er national and international 
youth bodies whose aim is 
geared towards the emancipa-
tion of  the youth”, the group 
said “as law abiding citizens 
we support government at 

all level and pray for people 
in authority to succeed. We 
will continue to advocate for 
good governance, people ori-
ented policies for viable social 
economic advancement, even 
as we call for partnership be-
tween government and peo-
ple for progress and peaceful 
coexistence”.

He noted that “the birth of 
APC in 2014, our National 
Patron, Uche Nwosu, toured 
the nook and cranny of 
South East, galvanized, built 
support base for the party, but 
unfortunately and quite un-
rewarding, the party denied 
him guber ticket he won in 
2019.”

trending report from social 
media on extorted but recov-
ered money from a police-
man in the Command.

 “The Commissioner of 
Police, CP Echeng Echeng 
has directed the Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police in 
charge of  X-Squad to inves-
tigate and unravel the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
incident.

 “The CP who frowned at 
such act, reiterated that the 
command under his watch 
will not tolerate any forms 
of  unprofessional conduct 
by police personnel. He also 
urged citizens to report any 
Police alterations/Conducts 
to X Squad and Public Com-
plaints Bureau PCB of  the 
Command.

Gunmen invade Imo church, 
kidnap Zoo GM’s wife

G
unmen have report-
edly invaded the First 
Baptist Church Nek-

ede in Imo State and abduct-
ed the wife of  Imo State Zoo 
General Manager, Mrs. Bola 
Abioye.

It was gathered that the gun-
men who operated on a Sien-
na Ash-coloured-tinted glass 
were dressed in police vest. 
Our correspondent gathered 
that the abductors stormed 
the church immediately after 
the Sunday Service at about 
1:30pm shooting sporadically.

Narrating the ugly develop-
ment, a worshipper, who gave 
his name as Dr Blessing, said 
the church had just concluded 

thanksgiving while members 
were heading to the car park 
to drive out to the venue of 
merriment when the gunmen 
struck. He said, “The church 
had just dismissed so every-
one was heading to the car 
park with the intention to go 
to the home of  the member 
only for an Ash-coloured Si-
enna vehicle to drive in shoot-
ing sporadically. According 
to him,” The abductors who 
wore police vests were shoot-
ing right there at the car park. 
They first dragged a woman 
but after some seconds, one 
of  them shouted it’s not this 
one,  before they went to drag 
Mrs. Abioye.
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Foreign News

P
rotesters in Sri Lanka 
have stormed the presi-
dent’s official residence 
and set the prime minis-

ter’s house on fire amid calls for 
them to step down.

Neither the PM nor the pres-
ident were thought to be in the 
buildings. Thousands descended 
on the capital Colombo, calling 
for President Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa to resign after months of  pro-
tests over mismanagement of  the 
country’s economic crisis.

Mr Rajapaksa will step down 
on 13 July. PM Wickremesinghe 
has agreed to resign.

But hours after his statement, 
Mr Wickremesinghe’s home was 
on fire after protesters broke in 
and set it alight. Videos circulat-
ing on social media show flames 
lighting up the night sky.

Crowds had earlier overrun the 
official residence of  Mr Rajapak-
sa, lounging in its stately rooms 
and jumping in his pool.

Leaders of  several opposition 
parties have called for the presi-
dent to step down. The country 
is suffering rampant inflation 
and is struggling to import food, 
fuel and medicine.

Large numbers of  protest-
ers travelled to the capital from 
across the country, with offi-
cials telling AFP news agency 
that some had even “comman-
deered” trains to get there.

Mr Rajapaksa vacated his of-
ficial residence on Friday as a 
safety precaution ahead of  the 
planned protests, two defence 
ministry sources said, according 
to Reuters. The BBC has been 
unable to confirm his wherea-
bouts.

Protesters made their way to-
wards the president’s residence 
on Saturday morning, before 
breaking through barricades.

Hundreds of  protesters made 
their way into the house, chant-
ing slogans and waving the na-

Many protesters posed for sel�es after entering the palace.

tional flag.
Footage on social media soon 

showed people roaming through 
the house and splashing in the 
pool. Some could be seen empty-
ing out a chest of  drawers.

Although it is Mr Rajapak-
sa’s official residence, he usually 
sleeps at a separate house nearby.

Similar scenes could be wit-
nessed at the prime minister’s 
house.

His office later announced that 
he had agreed to resign to make 
way for an all-party government.

Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said he was willing 
to quit to ensure the safety of  ci-
vilians.

But soon after his announce-

ment videos started circulating 
of  his house up in flames. The 
prime minister lives with his fam-
ily in a private home, known as 
Fifth Lane. He uses his official 
residence, called Temple Trees, 
for official business only.

One protester, Fiona Sirmana, 
who was at the protest at the pres-
ident’s house, said it was time “to 
get rid of  the president and the 
prime minister and to have a new 
era for Sri Lanka”.

“I feel very, very sad that they 
didn’t go earlier because had they 
gone earlier there wouldn’t have 
been any destruction,” she said.

Opposition parties have also 
been calling for both President 
Rajapaksa and the prime minis-

Sri Lankan PM’s home set ablaze by protesters

President Rajapaksa resigns
amid nationwide protests 

ter to step down.
“The president and the prime 

minister must resign immediate-
ly. If  that does not happen polit-
ical instability will worsen,” said 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party leader 
and former president Maithripa-
la Sirisena.

Last week, the authorities sus-
pended sales of  petrol and diesel 
for non-essential vehicles in an 
attempt to preserve the country’s 
dwindling fuel stocks.

The government has been try-
ing to secure fuel on credit from 
countries including Russia - so 

far with no success.
It has requested emergency 

financial help and it blames the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which all 
but killed off  Sri Lanka’s tourist 
trade - one of  its biggest foreign 
currency earners - for the crisis.

But many experts say econom-
ic mismanagement is to blame.

Demonstrations have been tak-
ing place since March demand-
ing that President Rajapaksa 
quit. The deepening economic 
crisis saw the president’s older 
brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
forced to resign as prime minis-
ter in May. 

P
resident Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa has resigned, 
according to the 
Speaker of  Sri Lanka’s 

parliament, Yapa Abeywarde-
na, amidst the country’s eco-
nomic woes.

Mr. Rajapaksa’s resignation 
will take effect on Wednesday, 
allowing for a smooth transi-
tion.

“He asked me to inform the 
country that he will resign on 
Wednesday the 13th in order to 
hand over power peacefully.”

“There is therefore no need 
for further disturbances in the 
country, and I urge everyone to 
maintain peace for the sake of  

the country to enable a smooth 
transition,” the speaker said in 
a televised statement.

Mr Abeywardena made the 
announcement after angry pro-
testers attacked Mr Rajapaksa’s 
residence and that of  his broth-
er, ex-prime minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa.

The president’s resignation 
marks the end of  the Rajapak-
sa dynasty, which has ruled the 
country for more than a dec-
ade, rather than the end of  the 
country’s current humanitarian 
crisis.

Following a shortage of  fuel, 
cooking gas, and food supplies, 
the country fell into an unman-

ageable crisis, sparking months 
of  protests that have now result-
ed in the removal of  its political 
leaders. 

President Rajapaksa.

Why is Boris Johnson still PM?

P
rime Minister Boris 
Johnson has announced 
his resignation but is 
going nowhere for now 

- and British voters get no say in 
his successor. Why?  

Bowing to a cabinet insurrec-
tion, the scandal-tainted Johnson 
said Thursday that he was step-
ping down as Conservative lead-
er. 

But he said he would remain in 
10 Downing Street until Britain’s 
ruling party elects a successor -- 
which could take months. 

Until then, he continues to 
wield all the trappings of  execu-
tive authority. 

Britain has no formal designa-
tion of  a “caretaker” leader in 
between party elections.

In fact, Britain has no formal 
constitution at all. Instead it has 
centuries of  convention accrued 
in royal palaces, parliament and 
the courts.

The unwritten constitution dic-
tates that Britain is a parliamen-
tary democracy. ;

The leader of  the biggest party 

gets to be prime minister, with the 
consent of  the monarch.

After a general election, the 
situation is normally clear-cut -- 
unless, as in 2010, no single party 
emerges with an overall majority.

The prime minister needs to 
prove their majority through a 
vote of  confidence. ;

If  leader of  the biggest party, 
that is guaranteed, if  necessary, 
with the backing of  one or more 
smaller parties (as in 2010).

But parties often change leaders 
between elections, as now, and as 
in 2016 when Theresa May suc-
ceeded David Cameron following 
his defeat in Britain’s Brexit ref-
erendum.

In fact, the last leader to have 
been voted in and voted out at the 
ballot box by the public was Tory 
prime minister Edward Heath 
way back in 1974.

Labour insists that Johnson 
cannot hang around a day longer.

It says it will push a no-confi-
dence vote unless the Conserva-
tives agree to install a new leader 
much more quickly.



Akwa Ibom like Bassey 
recently lost her mother.

“This made it easy for 
Bassey to recruit her with the 
promise of  securing her a job 
in Dubai, UAE.

“ I t  w a s  f u r t h e r  
discovered that the recruiter 
leveraged on the victim's 
naivety and planted drugs in 
her bag for onward delivery 
to his contact in Dubai,” he 
said.

Also, a 26-year-old 
N i g e r i a n ,  A l o y s i u s  
Onyekwe has allegedly 
excreted 47 wraps of  
Cocaine af ter  he was 
arrested by operatives of  the 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  
E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y  
(NDLEA).

Onyekwe was arrested 
in Ibadan, following an 
intelligence report shared by 

weighing 3kg by officers of  
Marine Unit of  the agency.

“This was when a 
commercial boat he boarded 
w a s  i n t e r c e p t e d  a n d  
searched on his way to 
Cameroon. The suspect 
concealed the recovered 
d r ugs  ins ide  indomie  
noodles cartoon,”he said.

In the same vein, a 
wanted drug dealer, Uduak 
Samuel, 29, was arrested on 
Tuesday  Ju ly  5  a f t e r  
attending a court proceeding 
w h e r e  h i s  w i f e  w a s  
undergoing trial in another 
drug case.

Babafemi said that the 
suspect had abandoned a 
cannabis sativa exhibit 
weighing 9kg when his 
house was searched on June 
27 and had been on the run 
since then.

“During his arrest, 
Uduak was still found in 
possession of  a wrap of  
skunk,” he said.

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has foiled an attempt by a 
human trafficker to export 
illicit drug to Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), by 
planting it in the luggage of  
an orphan.

The Director, Media 
and Advocacy, NDLEA, Mr 
Femi Babafemi, said this in a 
statement on Sunday in 
Abuja.

Babafemi said that the 
suspect, Matthew Bassey, 
who had allegedly recruited 
the orphan, Ms. Peter Eno, 
for a phantom job in Arab 
nation was at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA), Ikeja 
Lagos.

He said that Bassey, 29, 
from Oron LGA, Akwa 

t was like a pulse yet to Ibe unraveled on Sunday 
afternoon when an 11 

years old boy was kidnapped 
by a syndicate, comprising 
an elderly man, and another 
middle aged man who was 
described as a tricycle rider.

One Ogazi Ejesieme, 
who disclosed the news of  
the kidnap, News Echo 
learnt, said the victim was 
his nephew, and was taken 
f r o m  A n n u n c i a t i o n 
Catholic Church, Awka, in 
A w k a  S o u t h  l o c a l 
government area where the 
boy had attended mass.

Ejesieme said: “My 11 
year  o ld  Ne phew was 
k i d n a p p e d  t o d a y  a t 
Annunciation Catholic 
Chaplaincy, Awka where he 

went for Sunday mass.
“According to him, the 

suspects were an elderly 
man with his keke friend 
and they came pretending 
to be looking for the parish 
catechist. In a bid for him to 
help them look for the 
catechist, the only thing he 
could remember was seeing 
himself  inside their keke 
and the rest was history.”

Ejesieme however said 
that the good news was that 
the boy was miraculously 
abandoned at Amawbia, a 
neighbouring community 
to Awka.

“The good news is that 
God was able to arrest his 
k i d n a p p e r s  a n d  t h e y 
abandoned him at 'Ugwu 
Tank' Amawbia and fled.

“ T h e y  g o t  t o  t h e 
Catholic Church at Ugwu 

T a n k  A m a w b i a  a n d 
dumped him there and left.”

He admonished all to 
be careful, saying: “This is a 
very critical time and I urge 
ever y  church,  school , 
recreation centers, parents 
and guardians to be extra 
vigilant because of  the men 
of  the underworld prowling 

he Nigeria Police Thave confirmed the 
m u r d e r  o f  a 

commercial sex worker in 
Kwanawa, a suburb of  the 
Sokoto metropolis, in the 
D a n g e / S h u n i  L o c a l 
G o ve r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Sokoto State. 

Sources in the area told 
newsmen that the victim 
re s ided  in  one  o f  the 
brothels within the area 
w h e r e  t h e  s u s p e c t e d 

murderer slit her throat with 
a knife. 

The source said it was 
the alarm raised by the 
neighbours around the hotel 
and passers-by that drew the 
attention of  the people to 
apprehend the suspect when 
he attempted to run away 
after discovering that the 
victim was dead. 

But state Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP 
Sanusi Abubakar, while 

confirming the incident to  
said the suspect claimed to 
be a researcher who visited 
Sokoto State to carry out 
research.

Abubakar  sa id  the 
suspect decided to spend the 
night with the victim's 
brother but said that trouble 
started when the suspect 
paid the victim N1,000. 

He said the vict im 
rejected the money, which 
resulted in a fight between 

them. 
The PPRO noted that 

the suspect said the victim 
allegedly brought out a knife 
which he (the suspect) used 
t o  s t a b  h e r  a f t e r  h e 
overpowered her.

Abubakar, however, 
said the case had been 
transferred to the homicide 
section of  the Command for 
proper investigation.

around the cities looking for 
the unsuspecting innocent 
people to devour.”

The state police public 
re lat ions  of f icer,  DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga could 
not be reached for reaction 
at the time of  filing this 
report.

C
riminal elements, 
known in Adamawa 
State as 'Yan Shila or 

Shila Boys, have attacked and 
snatched mobile phones from 
two residents in the State 
capital, Yola.

The young men, dressed 
in the uniform of  a famous 
college, attacked their two 
victims with a long knife and 
seized their mobile phones.

I t  was  ga the red  on 
Sunday that the suspects: 
Madu Ibrahim and Husseini 
Abbas, conspired with six 
others now at large, all 
d r e s s e d  l i k e  s t u d e n t s , 
snatched the phones after 
scarring the owners with 
knife.

Madu and Husseini 
allegedly attacked Margret 
Peter and Alhassan 
Yunusa on the 6th of  
this month and made 
away with their phones 
valued at N68, 000.

According to a local 
media report published 
on Sunday, the suspects 
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a n d 
arraigned before Upper 
Area Court 4 in Yola on 
F r i d a y ,  b y  t h e 
Prosecutor, Seargent 
Kabiru Abubakar with 

c h a r g e s  o f  c r i m i n a l 
conspiracy and extortion.

The  two re por ted ly 
attacked their victims and 
snatched their handsets along 
Numan Road, Yola North 
Local Government Area, 
around 5:00pm on that July 
6th, following which they 
were identified and arrested.

I n  c o u r t ,  a f t e r  t h e 
substance of  their offences 
w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  F i r s t 
Information Report (FIR), 
b o t h  c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e 
offences.

Subsequently, the court 
p res ided  over  by  Hon. 
I b r a h i m  M u s a  U l e n d a 
ordered their remand and 
adjourned the case to July 26, 
2022.

the Department of  State 
Security, (DSS).

The Director, Media 
and Advocacy, NDLEA, Mr 
Femi Babafemi said this in a 
statement on Sunday in 
Abuja.

Babafemi said the 
desperate bid by the drug 
trafficker to travel by road to 
Algeria through Sokoto state 
with ingested 47 wraps of  
cocaine in his stomach was 
fr ustrated by NDLEA 
personnel.

He said that Onyekwe, 
who hailed from Owerri 
West LGA, Imo state, was 
arrested on Sunday July 3 at 
Ojoo Park, Ibadan where he 
went to board a vehicle 
enroute Sokoto to Algeria.

According to Babafemi, 
the suspect traveled with an 
18-year old lady, Blessing 

Ibom, was arrested on July 6, 
following the interception of  
Eno at the departure hall of  
the Lagos Airport.

He said Eno's luggage 
was searched, 50 parcels of  
cannabis (2.80kg) concealed 
i n  f o o d  i t e m s  w e r e  
discovered while there were 
discrepancies between the 
age she declared and the date 
of  birth on her international 
passport.

“Fur ther inter view 
reveals that the human 
trafficker, who recruited and 
brought her to the airport, 
Bassey, was still lurking 
around the airport, waiting 
for her departure.

“He was promptly 
t racked  and  ar res ted .  
Investigations showed that 
the victim, who hails from 
the same Oron LGA of  

Nwoke.
“The father of  a 10-

month-old child, passed out 
the 47 pellets of  cocaine in 
five excretions

“He confessed that he 
began his journey to Algeria 
from Cele area of  Okota, 
Lagos where he ingested the 
i l l i c i t  d r ug,  weigh ing  
1.1kg,”he said.

Also in Oyo State, no 
fewer than 1,900 tablets of  
Tramadol 225mg were 
seized from a drug dealer, 
Mustapha Ijabula, 22, who 
hailed from Mubi area of  
Adamawa.

Babafemi said Ijabula, 
who was arrested in a Yola, 
A d a m a w a - b o u n d  
commercial vehicle stopped 
for routine search along 
Lagos-Ibadan expressway.

“In Akwa Ibom state, a 
trans-border traff icker,  
Fonkou Dassi, 31, was on 
Friday arrested with 6,000 
tablets of  Tramadol 225mg 
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NDLEA arrests human trafficker, orphan with drugs enroute Dubai

Youths in school uniform
snatch phones in Yola

Bizarre: Kidnapped 11-year-old boy
found in another location in Anambra 

Police confirm murder of sex worker

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka



i g e r i a  h a s  

Nr e c o r d e d  
$10.75bn foreign 

exchange inflow in two 
months, figures obtained 
from the Central Bank of  
Nigeria have revealed. 

The CBN revealed in its 
monthly economic report 
on 'Foreign exchange flows 
through the economy'. 

The report stated, “The 
economy recorded higher 
net  foreign exchange 
inflow, driven by favourable 

he  Minister  for TIndustry, Trade and 
I n v e s t m e n t , 

Otunba Niyi Adebayo, has 
said that the ministry is 
working on a national 
policy on beer production. 

T h e  m i n i s t e r  wa s 
represented by the Deputy 
Director of  the Agro-
Allied Division of  the 
Industrial Development 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Ministry, Mrs Olumuyiwa 
Ajayi-Ade, during the 
launch of  the SMASHED 
project in Abuja by the 
Beer Sectoral Group of  the 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Association of  Nigeria. 

“My ministry is in the 
process of  developing a 
national policy for the 
sector because of  the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e 
industry to the nation's 
GDP, job creation, wealth 
generation along its value 
chain. We are, therefore, 
inviting inputs from all 
relevant stakeholders in 
order to have a holistic 
policy for the sector,” the 
minister said, calling for 
contribution from key 
stakeholders. 

It  was repor ted in 
March this year that the 

beer sector contributed 
$2.2bn to the Nigerian 
e c o n o m y  i n  2 0 1 9 , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Wo r l d w i d e  B r e w i n g 
Alliance's new report on 
t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c 
impact of  the sector.

The report also stated 
that the global beer sector 
sustained over 309,000 jobs 
in Nigeria in 2019, which 
was equivalent to 0.4 per 
c e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l 
employment, or 81 per cent 
of  employment in Aba. 

 It was also stated that 
the global beer sector 
supported $526m in tax 
revenues in Nigeria in 
2019, which was 1.7 per 
c e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t 
revenue. 

The BSG launched the 
SMASHED project to 
d i s c o u r a ge  u n d e r a ge 
consumption of  alcohol 
and reduce the incidence 
of  alcohol-related harm 
among teenagers.

Also speaking at the 
launch was the Minister of  
E d u c a t i o n ,  A d a m u 
Adamu, who said that 
underage consumption of  
alcohol is a major issue that 
demands interventions 
through moral education. 

The minister who was 
represented by a Director 
in the ministry, Andrew 
Apeh, stressed the need to 
inculcate the right values 
and principles in children. 

 He added that the 
government and the private 
sector have a shared social 
obl igat ion to  make a 
positive impact on society, 
commending the BSG for 
taking a firm stance against 
t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
alcohol among people 
below the age of  18. 

Earlier, the Chairman 
of  BSG and the CEO of  
Guinness Nigeria Plc., 
Baker Magunda, noted 
that the project is intended 
to empower young people 
to make the right choices. 

sovereign ratings and 
higher oil and gas prices. 
A g g r e g a t e  f o r e i g n  
exchange inflow into the 
economy rose by 42.8 per 
c e n t ,  t o  $ 6 . 3 2 b n  i n  
February 2022, compared 
to $4.43bn in January 2022. 

“However, the total 
foreign exchange outflow 
decreased by 5.8 per cent to 
$3.17bn, from the $3.36bn 
in the preceding month.

“ F u r t h e r  a n a ly s i s  
s h o w s  t h a t  f o r e i g n  

exchange inflow through 
the CBN rose by 36.7 per 
cent to $2.49bn from 
$1.82bn in January 2022, 
attributed, mainly, to the 
53.0 per cent increase in 
non-oil components, such 
as institutional swaps, 
returned payments, TSA, 
and Third-party receipts, 
and other official receipts.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
report, autonomous inflow 
also increased by 47.0 per 
cent to $3.83bn from 

$2.61bn, due to a rise in 
i n v i s i b l e  p u r c h a s e s  
(ordinary domicil iary 
accounts and total Over-
the-Counter purchases). 

Fo r e i g n  exc h a n ge  
outflow through the CBN 
declined by 12.0 per cent to 
$2.29bn, from $2.6bn in 
January, due, largely, to 
dec reases  in  fo re ign  
exchange sales at the 
Investors and export, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  
interbank/invisible foreign 
exchange windows, as well 
as  Third-Par ty  MDA 
Transfers.Autonomous 

frica accounted for 

A1.9 per cent of  the 
t o t a l  w o r l d 

passenger air travel market 
i n  M a y  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e 
International Air Transport 
Association reports.

In the IATA's latest 
analysis of  demand for 
p a s s e n g e r  a i r  t r a v e l 
worldwide and by region 
which is based on traffic 
data collected during May 
2022 as compared to same 
period in the previous year, 
African airlines recorded a 
134.9  per  cent  r i se  in 
R e v e n u e  P a s s e n g e r 
Kilometres flown.

In the same analysis, the 
IATA pointed out that 
African Airlines increased 
capacity by 78.5 per cent 
and also achieved a 16.4 
percentage point rise in the 
average load factor per 
flight, taking it to 68.4 per 
cent. The IATA however 
noted that this was the 
lowest  among all regions 
worldwide.

I A T A ' s  D i r e c t o r 
General, Willie Walsh, said, 
“ T h e  t r ave l  r e c o ve r y 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  g a t h e r 
momentum. People need to 
t r a v e l .  A n d  w h e n 
g o v e r n m e n t s  r e m o v e 
COVID-19 restrictions, they 
d o .  M a n y  m a j o r 

international route areas – 
including within Europe, 
and the Middle East-North 
A m e r i c a  r o u t e s  –  a r e 
already exceeding pre-
COVID-19 levels.

“Completely removing 
all COVID-19 restrictions is 
the way forward, with 
Australia being the latest to 
do so this week. The major 

he Central Bank of  TN i g e r i a  h a s 
developed the digital 

financial services awareness 
guidelines to address gaps in 
consumer knowledge and 
p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  D i g i t a l 
Financial Services. 

It disclosed this in a 
report titled 'Digital financial 
s e r v i c e s  a w a r e n e s s 
guidelines' on Friday. 

CBN stated that “DFS 
have the potential to expand 
access to financial services 
for the Nigerian population 
and spur innovation in the 
financial services industry. 

“ T h e  g u i d e l i n e s 
p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  s e t  o f  
principles and expectations 
f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e 
providers to integrate in the 
provision of  DFS to ensure 
consumer understanding, 
good treatment, and positive 
outcomes.”

I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
provisions of  the guidelines 
would apply to institutions 
providing DFS including the 
De pos i t  Money  banks, 
merchant  banks,  Other 
F inanc ia l  Ins t i tu t ions, 
Payment Service Banks, and 
o the r  payment  s e r v i ce 
institutions as licensed by the 
CBN. 

The objectives of  the 
guidelines include to set 
“Digital financial literacy 
standards for digital financial 
services providers; to align 
p r o d u c t  d e ve l o p m e n t , 

promotion, and consumer 
awareness to DFS among 
D F S P ;  T o  e n h a n c e 
transparency and proper 
disc losure  on DFS;  To 
provide for the development 
of  financial literacy and 
c o n s u m e r  e d u c a t i o n 
materials on DFS; To ensure 
e v i d e n c e  d r i v e n  D F L 
approach; Integrate DFL in 
existing financial education 
p r o g r a m m e s ;  t o  d r i ve 
targeted DFL approach to 
the underserved population; 
and to provide standard for 
the promotion of  DFL.” 

According to the CBN, 
the DFSs are required to 
promote DFS awareness and 
e d u c a t i o n ;  p r o v i d e 
information that would 
e n a b l e  c o n s u m e r s 
differentiate DFS products 
from conventional banking 
products and services; and 
ensure ease of  access to 
information on all product 
o f f e r i n g s  t o  e n a b l e 
consumers make informed 
decisions.

Others are to provide 
information on products in 
simple English and local 
languages; conduct outreach 
to underserved populations 
regarding DFS opt ions 
available to them; provide 
information on product 
usage and how to obtain 
support services when the 
need arises.

exception to the optimism 
of  this rebound in travel is 
C h i n a ,  w h i c h  s a w  a 
dramatic 73.2 per cent fall in 
domestic travel compared to 
the  p rev ious  year.  I t s 
continuing zero-COVID 
policy is out-of-step with the 
rest of  the world and it 
shows in the dramatically 
slower recovery of  China-
related travel.”

outflow, increased by 15.4 
per cent to $0.88bn from 
$0.76bn in January, on 
account of  increased 
invisible imports.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
Association of  Bureaux De 
Change Operators of  
Nigeria, Alhaji Aminu 
Gwadabe, said that the 
BDCs remained at the 
c e n t r e  o f  e c o n o m i c  
development and have the 
capacity to attract needed 
capital for the development 
of  the Nigerian economy 
and deepening of  forex 
market. 

“Expanding the dollar 
receipt points through over 
5,000 Bureaux de Change 

operators  can deepen 
d o l l a r  i n f l o w s  a n d  
significantly raise Nigeria's 
forex position,” he said. 

The CBN Governor, 
Godwin Emefiele, had 
earlier announced the 
RT200 FX Programme to 
boost forex supply in the 
country through the non-
oil sector in the next three 
to five years. 

He explained that the 
RT200 FX Programme was 
a set of  policies, plans and 
programmes for non-oil 
exports that would enable 
the country attain $200bn 
goal in FX repatriation, 
exclusively from non-oil 
exports. 
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Forex flow to Nigeria rise by $10.75bn 

FG to introduce national policy on
beer production

African airlines record 135% hike in
travel demand 

CBN develops guidelines
to expand financial services 

Adebayo
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he presidential candidate of the New Nigeria Peoples Party, Rabiu Kwankwaso, has said the South-East region has lost across Tmajor political fronts, stressing that the only hope to the realization of its aspiration is with his party. He pointed out the political 
challenges bedeviling the South-East, adding that it should be tackled politically. The former governor of Kano State made this 

disclosure on Saturday in Gombe State, after inaugurating the state secretariat of the NNPP. Kwankwaso explained that the region has 
not been strategic in its plans, noting that they are at the lowest ebb politically. A group, the Arewa Youths Progressive Alliance, has 
dissociated itself from a comment credited to the presidential candidate of the New Nigerian Peoples Party, Rabiu Kwankwaso, that 
voters from the North would only vote for the region's presidential candidates. But the spokesman for the group, Alhaji Sambo 
Galadima, noted that “the North is neither anti-progress nor xenophobic against other Nigerians.” In a statement released in Kaduna on 
Thursday, Galadima said that the impression created by the former Governor of Kano State was not only disrespectful to the region but 
also misrepresented the true characters of an average northern voter. Picking holes in the assertion by the NNPP presidential candidate 
who spoke on Channels TV, the spokesman noted that Kwankwaso's utterances portrayed the North as retrogressive.

 like people of  the South-East so much that the Kwankwaso, Kwankwasiyya you 

Ihear, many thought it Okonkwo and sons. They said because an Hausa man can't 

say Okonkwo and sons, he now turned it to Kwankwaso. “The South-East is 

good in terms of  business, very hard working and industrious, but one area they must 

learn is politics. They are at the bottom line. “If  you look at the situation, they have 

lost out with APC and PDP; no President, no Vice President. The only opportunity 

the South East has to be President or Vice is with the NNPP. Coincidentally, the party 

was registered by an Igbo man from Anambra State. “This is the only golden 

opportunity that they have. If  they lose this opportunity, it will be a disaster. You see 

the young men and women who keep saying they are marginalised whereas no one is 

marginalising them because it (politics) is based on calculation. “Someone was telling 

me that even if  our friend (Peter Obi) wants to withdraw to accept VP, some people in 

the South East will not accept. All sorts of  thinking which is not strategic.” “The best 

for the South East is to come and partner. Maybe after eight years, after our term, that 

is the only time they will say okay he is the best for the country. “Eight years is just like 

eight days or months but if  you are not prepared for it, it will come and leave you 

worse. “We are flexible to get the right person. One of  them is the Labour Party man 

(Peter Obi) you are talking about.” “What I'm telling you is that if  anybody from the 

South-East now, under this circumstance, becomes the presidential candidate of  our 

party or any other party, the implications is that because of  the activities and other 

issues that are really on the ground, northern voters will certainly go for their northern 

candidate and another party. So, the thinking is not whether I like it or I don't, the fact 

remains that everybody will lose. He will lose and I will lose.

hen you look at fairness and equity, it doesn't favour Kwankwaso, the mood Wof  the country as it stands does not favour Kwankwaso. The late President 
Musa Yar'adua was from the North West, the current President 

Muhammadu Buhari, is from the North West, Nigerians will not accept another person 
from the North West.  “These are factors that come to play and I don't think we should be 
arrogant about it.” “Dr Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso's utterances portray the North as 
retrogressive and the average northern voter as insensitive and unconcerned about the 
sufferings of  Nigerians and the high rate of  insecurity and economic woes bedeviling 
Nigeria, and rather concerned about having 'fellow northerner and fellow Muslim' 
perpetuate themselves in power. “Nothing can be farther from the truth. The northerner 
experiences the same level of  frustration with the state of  governance in the country that 
the average Nigerian from any part of  Nigeria experiences and wishes like every 
Nigerian that things improve for the better and that the most capable and most prepared 
individuals take charge of  governance at different levels, including the presidency of  the 
country, for the betterment of  Nigeria.” “Has the North fared any better in infrastructure 
or living standards merely because a Northerner or a Muslim is the President of  the 
country? “The former governor of  Kano State insults the North by portraying us as some 
insensitive group of  people without the capacity to think for ourselves. This is not true. 
He sends the impression out there that our votes are owned by some elites and that it is 
these elites who will decide how we will vote in every election. “If  that was true in the 
past, that is set to change, because we are not slaves. We are capable of  dreaming and 
holding strongly to our dreams. We are capable of  working for and participating actively 
in political activities, independently and with the aim of  bringing about the kind of  
government that shall serve the best interest of  the average Nigerian. “In the last seven 
years, more than 100,000 Northerners have been killed by bandits and terrorists, and 
thousands of  our daughters, wives, mothers and sisters have either been raped, abducted 
or forcefully married out. “Our farms are lying fallow and our harvests haven't been 
poorer. Yet, a Northerner is the President. We voted for this Northerner, not because he 
is a Northerner, but because we believed he had the best of  intentions and had the 
capacity to turn things around for good, for the benefit of  all Nigerians. But, we are 
disappointed.” “We want to assure fellow Nigerians that Northern Nigeria is not some 
kind of  slave colony where some elites drag us by the neck to vote on the basis of  
sectionalism or religion. We shall vote for the best candidates who hold the best promise 
to recharge Nigeria and get her working again, because, like every responsible citizen, 
we want the best interest of  our country and we want a brighter future for our children.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire
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Eligibility of  Igbos to rule Nigeria:

Northerners tackle Kwankwaso

NNPP only option for South
East says Kwankwaso

Kwankwaso misrepresents,
disrespects North says group
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outhampton new boy, 

SJoe Aribo, has said he 
h a d  l o n g 

conversations with Saints 
manager, Ralph Hasenhuttl 
on his playing position at 
the club.

Aribo linked up with 
the Premier League outfit 
on a four-year contract on 
Saturday ending his three-
ye a r  s t ay  a t  S c o t t i s h 

helsea and Paris 

CSaint-Germain will 
throw their hats 

into the ring to sign Robert 
Lewandowski if  his desired 
move to Barcelona fails to 
materialise, according to 
reports in Germany.

Lewandowski, 33, is 
desperate to leave Bayern 
Munich this summer after 
eight years at the club and 
r e p o r t s  s u g g e s t  h i s 
preferred next destination is 
Barcelona.

Barca president Joan 
Laporta recently confirmed 
they have submitted a bid to 
sign the Poland striker. 'We 
have made an offer that 
they [Bayer n]  wi l l  be 
evaluating and we are 
waiting for the answer,' he 
said.

Nevertheless, should 
Lewandowski's switch to 
t h e  N o u  C a m p  h i t  a 
stumbling block, Sport 
Bild's Christian Falk claims 
Chelsea and PSG will then 
enter the race to sign him.

And it is believed the 
player's preference after a 
move to Barcelona would 
be to join the Blues, who are 
on the hunt for a new 
centre-forward this summer 
after allowing Romelu 

Lukaku to rejoin Inter 
Milan on loan.

Chelsea will therefore 
be waiting in the wings for 
Barca to come up short in 
the i r  a t t empt  to  s i gn 
Lewandowski, which may 
well be a possibility given 
they are unable to sign any 
more players until they 
make further asset sales.

verton have gone Ecold on wantaway 
W a t f o r d  s t a r , 

Emmanuel Dennis.
The forward is set on a 

move away from Vicarage 
Road after the Hornets were 
relegated from the Premier 
League and has not travelled 
to the club's pre-season 
training camp in Austria.

S Roma chief, Tiago 

APinto has welcomed 
new signing Zeki 

Celik.
The fullback arrives 

from Lille, with his move 
confirmed on Sunday.

Pinto said, “We are 
really happy that Celik has 
decided to come to Roma: his 
determination in choosing to 
marry our project is an 
indispensable prerequisite 
for creating an increasingly 
motivated group of  players.

“In addition, despite 

being still young, Zeki has 
already accumulated a great 
d e a l  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
experience, which will prove 
to be very useful in the the 
team's growth path.”

Celik has signed with 
Roma to 2026 and added: 
“For me it is an honour to 
play for such an important 
club: I have great ambitions 
and I want to contribute to 
the success of  the team. I feel 
ready and focused, I never 
give up and you will always 
see me fighting on the pitch.”

A  f e e  o f  a r o u n d 
£20million would be enough 
to capture his services, but 
Football Insider says Blues 
manager Frank Lampard is 
not prioritising a move for 
the Nigerian international.

Other clubs understood 
to be interested in Dennis 
include Newcastle United 
and West Ham.

ottingham Forest 

Nh a v e  s i g n e d 
defender,  Omar 

Richards from Bundesliga 
champions Bayern Munich 
on a four-year contract, the 
newly promoted Premier 
League club said on Sunday.

British media reported 
that Forest paid Bayern a fee 

o r m e r  A r s e n a l Fcapta in ,  Wi l l iam 
Gallas feels their 

defence needs strengthening.
G a l l a s  s a y s  t h e y 

conceded goals too easily 
last season.

H e  t o l d  G e n t i n g 
Casino: “I think they need to 
get one centre-back, a top, 
world-class centre-back 
because it's very important 
to have a player who has got 
a lot of  experience at the 
back. One who can manage 
the defensive line.

'Unfor tunately, last 
season Arsenal conceded 
some goals, I was watching 
the games and I can see the 
centre-backs were a little bit 
t o o  y o u n g  a n d 
inexperienced.

“ Y o u  n e e d  o n e 
experienced defender who 
can control the defensive line 
and can give information to 
his players, who can talk and 
speak with the other centre-
back and the full-backs.

“People forget about 

that and think if  you have 

two good young centre-

backs it will be fine, but that's 

not the case. I don't think it 

will be fine, they make some 

m i s t a k e s .  T h a t  w a s 

unfortunately not good for 

them and they lost some 

games because of  it.”

of  9 million pounds ($10.82 
million) for the 24-year-old 
left-back, who has played 
once for the England under-
21s.

R i c h a r d s  m a d e  1 7 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  a l l 
competitions for Bayern in 
the 2021-22 season as they 
won a 10th straight German 

league title but failed to get 
past the quarterfinal stage in 
the Champions League.

Forest, who begin their 
campaign with a trip to 
Newcastle United on August 
6, have been busy in the close 
season, signing Nigeria 
forward Taiwo Awoniyi for 
a  c l u b - r e c o r d  f e e  a n d 
bringing in goalkeeper, 
Dean Henderson  on  a 
season-long loan.

Premiership club, Glasgow 
Rangers.

Rangers received £6m 
fee, which could rise to 
£10m in add-ons.

Naturally, a central 
midfielder, Aribo operated 
in  advanced posi t ions 
behind the striker and as a 
centre-forward for Rangers 
last season.

“I have had a few. He 

asked me where I prefer to 
play most. I told him just 
behind the striker in the 
right forward position,” 
Aribo told the club's website 
when quizzed on whether 
he had conversations with 
Hasenhuttl about his role in 
Saints' system

“He said that it was 
really good I said that to 
him and not in another 
position, so we have had a 
lot of  chats about it.”

Asked  to  desc r ibe 
himself  as a player, the 
London-born star replied: 
“I am someone that likes to 
r u n  a t  d e f e n d e r s .  I 
sometimes like to play key 
passes. I like to get on the 
scoresheet – I like to score a 
lot of  goals.”

Aribo is expected to 
t r a v e l  w i t h  h i s  n e w 
teammates to Austria for 
their pre-season training 
tour on Wednesday.
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Aribo reveals favourite position at new club, Southampton

Chelsea ready to join
race for Lewandowski

Forest sign Richards from Bayern Munich

Arteta needs world-class centre-back
– Gallas

Eveton no longer in Dennis pursuit

Roma welcome new signing, Zeki Celik
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Dennis

Gallas Arteta



Deco threatens to reopen Chelsea
talks with Raphinha

aphinha's agent, RD e c o  h a s  g ive n 
Barcelona 48 hours 

to agree a deal with Leeds 
United or he will reopen 
talks with Chelsea.

The Brazil international 
h a s  m a d e  n o  s e c r e t , 
privately, of  his desire to join 
the Catalan giants, despite 
significant interest from the 
Blues and their London 
rivals Arsenal.

Chelsea appeared to be 
in pole position to sign the 
25-year-old when they 
agreed a fee with Leeds, but 
t h e  p l a y e r  h a s  b e e n 

Liverpool manager, 
Jurgen Klopp, has 
t aken  a  swipe  a t 

Manchester United after the 
Reds landed in Bangkok on 
Sunday.

Liverpool received a warm 
welcome when they landed 

h e l s e a  w i n ge r, 

CCallum Hudson-
Odoi, has revealed 

he suffered a neurological 
issue last season.

H i s  l a s t  g a m e  f o r 
Chelsea came in the FA 
Cup tie against Luton on 
March 2 when he was 
replaced on the hour mark.

He explained, “It was a 
w e i r d  o n e.  I t  w a s  a 
neurological thing where I 
had a tweaked nerve in my 
back and it stemmed all the 
way down through my 
body, so it then became 
difficult for me to retain 
muscle. There was no 
power really in my legs and 

everything was like 'woah'. 
I was trying to pass the ball 
10 yards but I had no power 
and I couldn't even do it.

“I think it was also a 

post-coronavirus thing 
from December, which I 
couldn't believe because it 
had been such a long time 
before.

“The issue started with 
my Achilles and then I was 
trying to use other parts of  
my body to make up for it, 
so for example when I was 
running I wasn't running 
o n  my  t o e s  a s  mu c h 
because my Achilles power 
wasn't that strong.

“I was trying to find 
another way to run and 
then it started affecting my 
back but all of  it is good 
now. My Achilles is strong 
again and my back is strong 
so everything is perfect. It's 
one of  those things but I'm 
glad to be back and to have 
all my power, strength and 
speed back is all that I can 
wish for.”

in the Thai capital for the 
start of  their pre-season tour.

The crowd gathered at the 
airport and the tean's hotel to 
catch a glimpse of  their 
favourite players.

Addressing the media 
after the squad landed, Klopp 

said: “First question I 
have…did it look like this 
y e s t e r d a y  w h e n 
Manchester (United) was 
here as well?”

And the crowd replied 
with: “No!No.”, in fairness, 
Erik ten Hag and his team 

of  players and management 
also received a hugely warm 

w e l c o m e  o n  t h e i r 
arrival in Bangkok on 
Saturday.

Manchester United 
and Liverpool play their 
first pre-season game 
against each other on 
Tuesday.

Klopp further spoke 
about the prospect of  
playing Manchester 
United under their new 
manager Erik ten Hag.

“Manchester United. 
New manager. Trained 
a little bit longer than 
us. Not sure, but might 
be in a better situation at 
the moment,” Klopp 
said, adding that the 

game on Tuesday is an 
i m p o r t a n t  o n e  f o r 
Liver pool  because i t ' s 
against United.

And, according to him, 
they are not going to handle 
it as a friendly match.

desperately holding out for a 
move to  cash-s t rapped 
Barcelona.

The Catalan giants 
submitted a fresh offer 
earlier this week, understood 
to be around £47million, but 
it still fell short of  Leeds' 
asking price and Chelsea's 
most recent bid.

F r u s t r a t e d  a t  t h e 
situation having reached 
deadlock, Deco, the former 
Chelsea and Barcelona, 
wants a resolution one way 
or the other by the start of  
next week, according to 
Goal Brazil.

Raphinha, meanwhile, 
has not been selected in 
Leeds' pre-season tour and 
the club's manage Jesse 
Marsch revealed this week 
that the winger's situation 
could be sorted imminently.

Addressing Raphinha's 
future, Marsch said: 'It hasn't 
been an easy time for him 
this summer, things have 
come and gone and there 
have been a lot of  little 
discussions.

“Right now he's our 
player, he showed up today 
[Thursday] and trained with 
everybody. He had such a 

good attitude. We had a very 
o p e n  a n d  h o n e s t 
conversation about while 
he's here he's part of  us and 
we'll see what happens. 

“There's still a long way 
to go in the transfer window, 
I know he has hopes and 
dreams and we'll see how 
everything goes.

“I said to him, I know he 
loves this team, this club and 
being here but we'll see how 
things progress day by day.

“I think we just have to 
wait and see what happens in 
the next couple of  days. 
There's urgency from his end 
I think to come up with a 
solution and then we have to 
see where things stand and 
then make that decision.”

hristian Eriksen is 

Cyet to finalize his 
m o v e  t o 

M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d , 
because the club wants to 
“be more rigorous in the 
medical”.

This is according to Sky 
S p o r t s  N e w s  s e n i o r 
reporter, Melissa Reddy.

Eriksen is currently a 
free agent after his short-
term deal with Brentford 
expired June 30.

However, before he 
signed for the Bees, the 
Denmark midfielder had 
suffered a cardiac arrest 
while  playing for  his 
country last year at the 
E u r o p e a n 
Championships.

It led to Eriken staying 

clubless for a while, after 
Inter Milan terminated his 
c o n t r a c t  d u e  t o 
stipulations in Italian 
football.

“Christian Eriksen is 
t h e  o n e  M a n c h e s t e r 
United expect will next get 
done. There's a verbal 
a g r e e m e n t  i n  p l a c e 
between him and the club.

“United say there's no 
delays,  but  g iven his 
history with the cardiac 
arrest at Euro 2020, you 
have to be more rigorous in 
the medical.

“There 's  posit ivity, 
everything will be fine. 
United are  conf ident 
Eriksen will form part of  
their pre-season plans in 
Australia. That is one that 
is very close,” Reddy said.

I suffered 'neurological issue' last season, says Chelsea
winger, Hudson-Odoi

Reason Man Utd haven't
completed Eriksen transfer
revealed

Liverpool vs Man United: Klopp takes swipe
at Erik ten Hag's men

Raphinha

Eriksen

Odoi
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ike a lot of  other countries, LNigeria is facing a rise in 
the prevalence of  Chronic 

Kidney Disease (CKD). Factors 
like hypertension, diabetes and 
chronic  in fec t ions  such as 
Hepatitis B and C, the Human 
Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV), 
sickle cell anaemia, bleaching 
creams, coupled with chronic 
g l o m e r u l o n e p h r i t i s  a n d 
interstitial, which are due to the 
high rate of  bacterial, parasitic, 
and viral infections, have been 
pinpointed as major causes of  
Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) 
in Nigeria.

Nigerians were recently hit 
with news of  the arrest of  former 
deputy Senate president, Ike 
Ekweremadu and his wife, who 
were charged to the Uxbridge 
Magistrate Court in the United 
Kingdom for conspiracy to 
facilitate the travel of  another 
person for the purpose of  organ 
harvesting.

Initial reports suggested that 
the  Ekweremadus  took  an 
unsuspecting minor, one David 
Nwamini Ukpo, to the U.K. and 
tried to harvest his organs for their 
daughter's badly-needed kidney 
transplant.

Transplants are only done 
after compatibility is established 
and when this was unavailable, the 
young  man was  no  longer 
required to act as a donor and 
things got awkward as he went to 
the U.K. authorities and claimed 
to be a minor trafficked for organ 
harvesting without his consent.

These are serious allegations 
a n d  t h e  U. K .  a u t h o r i t i e s 
responded by ar rest ing the 
Ekweremadus and investigating 
the issue, while denying them bail.

However,  wh i l e  Dav id 
reportedly told the U.K. police 
t h a t  h e  w a s  o n l y  1 5 ,  t h e 
Ekweremadus claim that he is a 
22-year-old who came willingly 
and gave consent. To buttress their 
argument, the Ekweremadus 
proceeded to a Nigerian court to 
compel the Nigerian Identity 
M a n a ge m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NIMC) to produce David's 
national identification number 
( N I N )  t o  h e l p  g u i d e  t h e 
investigation and court process.

The comptroller general of  
Nigeria Immigration Service 

(NIS), Isah Idris, has said that their 
official records have Mr David Ukpo 
Nwamini as a 22-year-old who 
supplied the NIS with a birth 
certificate issued by the National 
Population Commission, showing 
October 12, 2000 as his date of  birth. 
Isah's verbal statement won't pass as 
evidence in a U.K. court, so the 
information has to be officially 
released to the U.K. authorities.

While proving that David is an 
adult would help the Ekweremadus, 
it wouldn't necessarily get them off  
the hook, if  proven that they had 
offered to pay him for the kidney, 
since that is frowned at in some 
instances. Paying a donor for an 
organ, and moving them to get the 
transplant done is a crime under the 
UK's Human Tissue Act (HTA) 
2004, which seeks to regulate 
activities concerning the removal, 
storage, use and disposal of  human 
tissue.

T h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h 
Organisation (WHO) disapproves 
of  illegal organ trading and a recent 
Global Financial Integrity report 
estimates that the illegal organ trade 
is worth between $600 million and 
$1.2 billion yearly. The kidney is the 
highest organ in demand in the 
market,  going for as high as 
$150,000 in some instances. This 
makes it a valuable niche for illegal 
organ trade activity, making up to 75 
per cent of  the global illicit organ 
trade that sometimes happens 
without the donor's consent. It is a 
thriving trade, with 2,500 kidneys 
purchased in Pakistan in 2007 via 
the legal organ trade market.

While many Nigerians have 
e x p r e s s e d  a n g e r  o v e r  t h e 
Ekweremadus' story, it would be 
more beneficial to look at the big 
picture and reflect soberly on the 
impl icat ions  for  the  average 
Nigerian.

If  kidney disease has troubled 
the wealthy elite this much, how are 
average Nigerians dealing with the 
situation?

How can we reduce the average 
cost of  managing the ailment?

What is the present condition 
of  the organ waiting list (which 
doesn't actually exist) and what can 
be done to make it capable of  
helping as many people as possible?

We have a terrible healthcare 
situation that will get worse if  we 
don't commit to improving it.

Like a lot of  other countries, 
Nigeria is facing a rise in the 

prevalence of  Chronic Kidney 
Disease (CKD).  Factors  l ike 
hypertension, diabetes and chronic 
infections such as Hepatitis B and C, 
the Human Immuno-deficiency 
Virus (HIV), sickle cell anaemia, 
bleaching creams, coupled with 
chronic glomerulonephritis and 
interstitial, which are due to the high 
rate of  bacterial, parasitic, and viral 
infections, have been pinpointed as 
major causes of  Chronic Kidney 
Disease (CKD) in Nigeria.

Some estimates say that as 
much as 10 per cent of  the Nigerian 
adult population has some form of  
kidney disease, partly because the 
black African origin comes with an 
Apolipoprotein L1 gene(APOL1) 
that makes us four times more likely 
to get kidney disease than people of  
other races.

Nigeria has fewer than 5,000 
people actually undergoing dialysis 
treatments, while having at least 
20,000 people added yearly to the 
number of  those who need dialysis 
treatment.

This means that 15,000 people 
are basically left to just die off  slowly 
and painfully.

In essence, instead of  getting 
angry at the Ekweremadus, we need 
to actively work on improving our 
healthcare system.

Anger only drives us to pound 
on things, which we've been doing 
for well over half  a century and the 
results are worth pondering on. It's 
time to explore a different emotional 
path that lends itself  better to 
progressive actions. Anger has failed 
us.
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