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Danger
Abia youths demand
Cattle Market, Army
check point’s sack

Prelate’s revelation unsettles Buhari, military
...Umunneochi, environs live in fear

Army accuses IPOB of burying explosives
along South East routes
...As bomb blast injures two persons

Court shuts down Zenith Bank in Imo
over Madumere’s entitlements
...Imo govt moves to vacate ban – Information commissioner

AGF indicted over alleged
N80b fraud granted bail

Zenith Bank Wethdral Road, Owerri, Imo State shut down by court

Ini Dima-Okojie was
the perfect modern bride 

Significance of Ofo na Ogu in
Igbo culture – Chuks Osuji 



YPP State Woman Leader condemns
maltreatment of  8-year-old  Oluebube
Nneji, calls for justice
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News

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Imo state chapter 
of  Nigeria Association 
of  women Journalists, 

NAWOJ in collaboration 
with DeKing Charity Foun-
dation held a workshop for 
school girls in commemora-
tion of  the World Menstrual 
Day.

The program was organ-
ized to train teenage girls on 
some tools that will aid them 

World Menstrual Day: NAWOJ partners 
DeKing Charity Foundation 

while growing up especially 
as it affects proper grooming 
and menstrual hygiene.

Speaking at the event 
which took place at the Nige-
ria Union of  Journalists NUJ 
Secretariat, the Imo state 
NAWOJ Chairman, Dr Mrs 
Dorothy Nnaji, hinted that 
menstruation is a very impor-
tant part of  life which leads 
to the commencement of  
womanhood without which 
pregnancy and motherhood 

would not occur.
She explained that some 

people believe that menstru-
ation is a taboo and women 
should be stigmatized if  they 
are observing their month-
ly cycles, she dismissed the 
wrong notion but stated that 
it’s a normal fact of  life hence 
the theme for this year was  
“Making menstruation a nor-
mal fact of  life by 2030”.

She stressed that proper 
hygiene should be observed 

during the menstrual period 
especially the  use of   sanitary 
pads which many  growing 
girls and women are unable 
to afford and called on well 
spirited individuals , corpo-
rate organizations and NGOs 
to join in providing menstrual 
hygiene products for  free.

Also speaking at the event  
Mrs Chinwe Abanobi one 
of  the guest speakers from 
the state Ministry of  Health, 
maintained that some of  the 
practices to observe during 
Menstruation  include chang-
ing of  sanitary pads regu-
larly every 6hours or more 
often  for those with heavy 
flow. She also stated that the 
use of  tissues or cloth is not 
hygienic enough and can be 

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Imo State Woman 
Leader of  Young Pro-
gressives Party (YPP) 

and a rights activist,  Ambas-
sador Chika Uju, has entirely 
condemned the maltreatment 
of  an 8 year old Miss Olue-
bube Nneji by her guardians 
at Akpugo, Nkanu West Lo-
cal Government Area, Enu-
gu State, recently.

The Imo State based jour-
nalist who reacted to the 
abuse going viral in the me-
dia of  how the 8 year old 
Miss Oluebube Nneji was 
heartlessly brutalised by her 
guardians, told our report-
er in Owerri on Wednesday 
that the abuse on the little girl 
was a sad one, stressing that 
children who are gifts from 
God who ought to be cared 

for absolutely are today being 
maltreated on daily basis be-
cause they share no blood ties 
with their guardians especial-
ly those who behave beastly.

“Children need our care 
absolutely whether biological 
children or not. Because they 
are gifts from God who says 
the Kingdom of  God is for 
children. Hence, the man that 
perpetrated the evil on the lit-
tle girl should be brought to 
book to pose as detriment to 
others with such ugly inten-
tion. Please, the law enforce-
ment agency should not leave 
any stone unturned to unrav-
el this case and bring those 
guardians to justice”.

Thus, she flayed the atti-
tude of  some parents and 
guardians who maltreat chil-
dren without remorse and 
regard to their fundamental 

human rights especially those 
who work as house-helps and 
caregivers, stressing that par-
ents should always strive to 
take up responsibility for their 
children no matter the cost or 
circumstances as they will 
equally reap goodies from 
them at the end of  the day if  
they are well taken care of.

Thanking God for the life 
and sanity of  the 8 years old 
Miss Oluebube Nneji who 
she said could have been 
raped or even killed in the 
process of  the brutality, Uju 
decried the ill- action of  those 
guardians, calling for full 
scale prosecution by the law.

She advised parents to 
be “mindful of  those they 
give out their children to as 
the world is wicked and the 
hearts of  some men are evil”, 
she regretted.

Enugu 2023: Nsukka youths drum support
for Gov. Ugwuanyi, lauds his youth 
empowerment, rural development 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

N
igerian youths of  
Enugu North Sen-
atorial Zone extrac-

tion have lauded Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State  for his commitment 
to youths’  empowerment 
and rural development in the 
state. 

The youths under the aus-
pices of  “Nsukka for Gbu-
rugburu” also commended  
Ugwuanyi for the manner he 
has been carrying them along 
in his government, stressing 
that, in the history of  the 
state, Enugu youths have nev-
er had the opportunity they 
have today in governance.

Speaking when a delega-
tion of  youth leaders from 
the six local government are-
as of  Enugu North Senatorial 
District paid a solidarity visit 
to Ugwuanyi at Government 
House, Enugu, yesterday, the 
leader of  the delegation, Roy 
Ifeanyi Ekwueme, told the 
governor that the visit was 
also to appreciate him for the 
peaceful conduct of  Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) pri-
mary elections in the state. 

They expressed confidence 
in the governor’s wisdom 
and leadership approach in 
respect of  his political deci-
sions saying: “That is why 
we organized ourselves to say 
for everything you have done 
for us, we are going to come 
to show you solidarity and 
support.”

According to him “We also 
thank you for the opportu-

nity you (Ugwuanyi) gave 
to the youths that ordinarily 
wouldn’t have dreamt of  be-
ing councilors, council chair-
men, party candidates, even 
community leaders. Some of  
them are here with us. You 
carried them along and gave 
them a platform. These are 
people you raised in Enugu 
State who never had a father 
that spoke for them. They 
never had a name they were 
banking on. It was you that 
found them and gave them a 
name in Enugu State”. 

Speaking further, Ek-
wueme, who is also the 
President of  Nsukka Youths 
General Assembly, reassured 
Governor Ugwuanyi that 
youths of  Nsukka zone are 
resolute in their support and 
loyalty to him and his admin-
istration, stressing that they 
remain committed to their 
stance that “where you say 
we will go, we will go”.

His words: “You have done 
a lot for us and you are still 
doing a lot for us”, the lead-
er of  the delegation told the 
governor. 

“Nsukka youths have 
unanimously endorsed your 
senatorial candidature and 
are working tirelessly towards 
your landslide victory at the 
poll in 2023 to represent the 
district in the 10th Senate.   

 “That is why we came as 
‘Nsukka Youth for Gburug-
buru’ to show that we are 
for you; to show you that we 
have always been for you; to 
show you that you are the 
only person in Nsukka zone 
that we can trust because you 

hazardous to the health and 
advised women to wash their 
vagina with clean water, dis-
pose their used pads properly 
and take their bath regularly 
amongst others.

Mrs Abanobi also stressed 
that lack of  menstrual hy-
giene can affect the reproduc-
tive life of  women as a result 
of  infections and rashes lead-
ing to infertility.

Mrs Blessing Duru from 
Alliance for Africa who 
spoke on sexual and gender 
based violence told the girls 
to imbibe some life skills such 
as having a high self  esteem 
and building their confidence 
in other to speak up in case of  
abuse, set boundaries in their 
relationship with the oppo-
site sex and properly chose 
their careers based on their 
personality and flare for such 
and not allowing any form of  

imposition or influence.
She further encouraged the 

girls to adopt some skills such 
as effective communication, 
negotiating skills, assertive-
ness, been friendly and show 
empathy in their journey to 
womanhood.

Some of  the students who 
spoke to News Echo Anya 
Nene and Osondu Blossom 
from Princeton international 
college thanked the Organ-
izers for a wonderful outing 
and expressed delight for the 
knowledge impacted to them 
and promised to adopt them 
in order to lead a quality life 
and prayed God to continue 
to sustain their efforts.

Highlight of  the event was 
the distribution of  menstrual 
pads to the participants from 
Princeton International’ Col-
lege, Owerri and some mem-
bers of  NAWOJ.

have shown us that you love, 
respect and acknowledge us”, 
he added.

The youth group went fur-
ther to thank Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for his development strides 
in Enugu State especially his 
landmark projects such as the 
massive ongoing projects at 
the permanent site of  ESUT 
Teaching Hospital and Col-
lege of  Medicine, Igbo Eno, 
aimed at providing world-
class healthcare services to 
residents of  the state in the 
rural areas and beyond. 

Among the youth leaders 
present at the occasion were: 
immediate past Chairman, 
National Youth Council of  
Nigeria, Enugu State Chap-
ter, Comrade Paschal Ugwu, 
the Director General, Gbu-
ruscare Initiative, Darlington 
Ugwuegbe, the President, 
Federated Association of  
Nsukka Students, Prince Fe-
lix, the immediate past Pres-
ident, Federated Association 
of  Nsukka Students, Clin-
ton Ogbonna, the Member 
representing Enugu North 
Senatorial District in the Na-
tional Youths Parliament, 
Onyemaechi Onah, and the 
President, Igbo-Etiti Youths 
Forum, Nicholas Odozor.

Others were the Chairman, 
Uzo-Uwani Youths Forum, 
Cletus Idiga (Opata Igbo), 
the Leader, Youth Assembly 
of  Nigeria, Igbo-Eze South, 
Darlington Mamah, the 
Publicity Secretary, Nsukka 
Youths General Assembly, 
Onyekachi Omeje and a pop-
ular Comedian/Entertainer, 
MC Kokoli, etc.

FG begins employment training
for graduates in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he federal govern-
ment has commenced 
a 3-day graduate em-

ployability training work-
shop in Abia State, aimed at 
preparing the graduates for 
the employment.

The workshop is also 
designed to prepare the 
graduates for various op-
portunities in emerging and 
evolving entrepreneurial ad-
vantages.

Kicking off  the training in 
Umuahia, Ogiriga Samuel 
E, Abia State controller of  
federal ministry of  Labour 
and Employment exposed 
the graduates to wide areas 
of  untapped opportunities 
like graphic design, data 

analysis, video production, 
social media marketing and 
product management etc.

The Labour and Employ-
ment State controller tasked 
the graduates on the need 
to posses effective,   com -
munications skills, team 
work, accountability, man-
agement/organisation and 
networking skills as well 
portfolio build up.

He explained that the 
training was taking place in 
all 36 States of  the federa-
tion and the FCT Abuja and 
urged the participants to uti-
lise the program to end un-
employment in the country.

He added that certificates 
of  participation would be 
issued to the graduates at 
the end of  the event, which 
would boost their already 

acquired certificates and 
make them ready for every 
employment opportunity.

The program coordinator 
noted that certificates from 
tertiary institutions are not 
enough for a graduate in 
today’s employment field, 
unless such graduates pos-
sessed the necessary skills to 
be employed and to remain 
relevant.

The federal government 
acknowledged the challeng-
es of  unemployment in the 
country which necessitated 
the training, and  charged 
the graduates to become job 
creators for themselves and 
the nation, not  job seekers.

The federal government 
further  assured that mil -
lions of  skilled job creators 
would emerge in Nigeria at 
the end of  the program.

...Trains girls on menstrual hygiene, life skills



Road accident claims 3 lives in Anambra 

News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
here are tensions at 
Gariki cattle market/
settlement in Lokpan-

ta, Umunneochi LGA of  
Abia State following a 7-day 
quit notice handed down 
by youths of  Isuochi on 
Wednesday.

Recall that during a pro-
test by youths of  Isuochi 
over the recent kidnapping 
of  Methodist Prelate Sam-
uel Uche and two others, 
they demanded the removal 
of  a military checkpoint at 
Lomara junction in Isuochi 
and also called for closure of  
Lokpanta cattle market in 7 
days time.

The Isuochi youths who 
were more than 400 in num-
ber, first stormed the Umun-
neochi LGA secretariat at 
Nkwoagu to register their 
protest. 

From Nkwoagu, they pro-
ceeded to an Army check-

point at Lamora Isuochi 
junction, where they alleged 
that the military personnel 
stationed there, of  not doing 
anything to stop nefarious 
activities of  Fulani herds-
men and other criminals 
operating in bushes near the 
checkpoint

Led by Devine Uche dur-
ing the protest, the youths 
later matched to Leru junc-
tion along Enugu-Port ex-
press way and blocked the 
federal highway, preventing 
all vehicular movements for 
more than two hours.

Some vehicles owners 
managed to reverse back and 
a few others in   tune with the 
terrain used Okigwe roads to 
connect to Owerri, Mbano 
and Arondizuogu.

But all vehicles coming 
from the Enugu end of  the 
expressway were complete-
ly trapped as they could not 
negotiate to any other route.

The youths who chanted 
songs and held placards, de-

ASETU executive and Dr. Omeadi, during the meeting in Anambra State, on Tuesday.

manded immediate disman-
tling of  Army checkpoint at 
Lomara according to them, 
the soldiers’ presence was ir-
relevant to them.

The youths who further al-
leged that criminals who op-
erated from Lokpanta cattle 
market, popularly known as 
Gariki were responsible for 
untold evils in Umunneochi 
bushes, told Abia State gov-
ernment to demolish the cat-
tle market within seven days 
or expect their reaction.

Meanwhile, an Umuahia 
based Lawyer; Chief  Mike 
Ndu has condemned the re-
ported plans by the Nigerian 

Army to invite the recently 
released Methodist Prelate, 
Samuel Kanu-Uche for ques-
tioning.

Chief  Ndu who reacted to 
the statement by Director of  
Army Public Relations Brig-
Gen Onyema Nwachukwu 
would invite the Prelate to 
explain how he was kid-
napped, and how he paid a 
ransom in less than 24 hours 
without reporting to an 
Army unit covering the area 
of  the kidnapping, urged the 
Nigerian Army to thorough-
ly investigate the narration of  
the Methodist Prelate before 
coming into conclusion.
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The Lawyer advised that 
the claims by Prelate Uche 
should not be swept under 
the carpets or trivialised.

Brig -Gen Onyema had in 
a statement on Monday, de-
nied the reports that soldiers 
were complicit in kidnapping 
activities going on in Umun-
neochi area.

According to the Army 
Spokesman, “the insinuation 
that troops are complicit in 
the kidnap incident is not en-
tirely premised on any find-
ings of  investigations and 
therefore, cannot be swal-
lowed hook, line and sinker.”

Gen Onyema also asked, 
“Was the issue reported to 
the unit covering the area? 
Did the Methodist Church 

take the NA into confidence 
while negotiating with the 
kidnappers?”

He went on, “More wor-
risome is that it was alleged 
that  the ransom was paid in 
less than 24 hours . Was the 
ransom paid to troops? These 
are the questions that beg for 
answers.”

Nigerian Army maintained 
that the the issue was neither 
reported to it by the Bishop 
nor Methodist Church.

Lokpanta market in 
Umuchieze, Umunneochi  
is the largest cattle market 
in Abia and also serves as a 
settlement for  inhabitants 
and traders of  Northern ex-
traction, especially Hausa/ 
Fulanis.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
commercial bus 
driver and female 
sachet water hawk-

er died in a multiple acci-
dents along Awka-Onitsha 
expressway, Upper Iweka, 
Onitsha, Anambra State.

The crash, which oc-
curred Thursday, involved 
four vehicles, a truck, two 
commercial buses and a pri-
vate car. An eyewitness said 
the truck laden with build-
ing materials rammed into 
three stationary vehicles 
along the highway follow-
ing brake failure.

He said a driver of  one of  
the affected buses who sat 
inside waiting for his turn 
to load and a girl hawking 
sachet water along the road 
were killed by the truck.

Confirming the Onitsha 
crash, Sector Commander, 
Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC), Adeoye Irelewuyi 
attributed the cause of  the 

crash to loss of  control and 
brake failure.

He condoled with the de-
ceased families and wished 
the injured quick recovery, 
just as he urged drivers to 
ensure their vehicles met 
minimum safety standard 
before hitting the road.

He said: “A Fatal Road 
traffic crash occurred in 
front of  Adam and Eve 
Motors Upper Iweka by 
Awka-Onitsha Expressway 
today 1st June, 2022, at 
about 15:35hours.

 “The crash involved four 
people comprising three 
male adults and one female 
adult. Two persons, a driver 
and pedestrian hawking sa-
chet water were killed in the 
crash while one male adult 
was injured.

 “The crash was between 
four vehicles: Unidenti-
fied drivers of  a Mercedes 
Benz truck with registra-
tion number: XJ444NSH, a 
Mercedes Benz 190 car with 
registration number HAL-

585RF, Suzuki Every bus 
with registration number: 
RLU799XC and mistibushi 
L300 bus with registration 
number: SSM892ZR.

 “The injured victim was 
taken to Toronto hospital 
for treatment and the de-
ceased deposited at same 
hospital morgue by FRSC 
rescue team from RS5.31A 
Upper Iweka Outpost Com-
mand.

 “The personnel managed 
traffic while efforts were be-
ing made to tow the truck to 
CPS Police Division, Onit-
sha.

Also a road accident close 
to Government House, 
along the Enugu-Onitsha 
Expressway Awka has 
claimed one life whose 
identity could not be imme-
diately ascertained.

News Echo gathered that 
the cyclist was heading to-
wards Onitsha axis when 
he was hit by a car trying to 
maneuvre its way.

According to an eye wit-

Tension as youths give Army checkpoint, 
cattle market quit notice

Suspended Accountant-
General released from EFCC
custody

T
he suspended Ac-
countant-General of  
the Federation, Ahmed 

Idris, has been released by 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission after he 
was arrested for his alleged 
involvement in a N174 billion 
fraud. Idris was released on 
bail from the custody of  the 
anti-graft agency on Wednes-
day night in Abuja and has 
since been reunited with his 
family. 

The EFCC spokesperson, 
Wilson Uwujaren, confirmed 
this to our correspondent on 
Thursday morning. 

“The suspended Account-
ant-General is out on bail. 
He was released last night,” 
Uwujaren said.

Idris was nabbed by oper-
atives of  the EFCC on May 
16, 2022, in connection with 
a series of  frauds that was 
initially thought to be N84 
billion. 

Three days after his arrest, 
Idris was suspended by the 
Minister of  Finance, Budget 
and National Planning, Zain-
ab Ahmed, to enable him to 
face his probe. 

Sources revealed that dur-
ing questioning, Idris men-
tioned names, companies, 
and a huge amount of  mon-
ey which is currently under 
probe. 

He also made confessional 
statements and provided trac-
es of  funds, withdrawals, and 

deposits in local and foreign 
currencies.

This led to the arrest of  the 
former governor of  Zamfara 
State, Abdulaziz Yari, and 
the Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of  Finex Profes-
sional, Anthony Yaro, by the 
EFCC last week. 

Sources within the EFCC 
also mentioned to our corre-
spondent that the acting-AGF, 
Anamekwe Nwabuoku, who 
was appointed after Ahmed 
Idris’ suspension is also un-
der surveillance concerning 
accusations of  financial im-
propriety. 

The allegations against him 
include overpayment to him-
self  while serving in previous 
ministries and agencies. 

He was also alleged to have 
perpetrated fraud through the 
Government Integrated Fi-
nancial Management System 
used to pay salaries of  Feder-
al Government staff. 

“Some of  the alleged in-
fractions occurred when 
Nwabuoku was the Director 
of  Finance and Accounts, 
Ministry of  Defence,” the 
source said.However, dra-
ma and dance by Omen-
imo Dance Troupe were 
performed to entertain the 
audience who called on gov-
ernment to invest hugely in 
tourism, culture and creative 
arts with a view to strength-
ening peace, comfort and de-
velopment across the world.

...Don’t embarrass Prelate Uche, lawyer tells Army

ness at the scene of  the road 
crash, the victim was on a 
motorcycle, with registra-
tion number QB 804-NSK 
on the right lane leading to 
Aroma junction from the 
Government House when 
a car trying to maneuvre 
its way hit the motorcycle 
before an oncoming heavy 
duty truck smashed into it 
leading to the death of  the 
rider and the destruction of  
the motorcycle.

The victim whose head 
was crushed beyond rec-
ognition was said to have 
instantly died on the scene 
before help could come.

As at the time of  filing 
this report, sympathizers 
gathered at the scene and 
a detachment of  police pa-
trol team shortly arrived 
to evacuate the victim and 
also take away the damaged 
motorcycle.

It is not clear yet if  the 
truck and the car drivers 
were arrested.
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Editorial

he World Health Organisation T( W H O )  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
dangerous impacts of tobacco to 

society, saying more than eight million 
human lives, 600 million trees, 200,000 
hectares of land, 22 billion tonnes of water 
and 80 million tonnes of Carbon dioxide 
(CO2), among others, are lost to tobacco 
industries annually.

The global body made the claim in a 
publication on Tuesday as part of activities 
to mark this year's “World No Tobacco 
Day”, which has been set aside by the 
organisation to sensitise the public on the 
danger inherent in tobacco, tobacco 
products and industries.

In the latest WHO report, titled: 
“Tobacco: Poisoning Our Planet,” the 
global body said tobacco's impact on the 
environment occurs at various stages, from 
growing and cultivation to the use and 
disposal of tobacco products.

The report states in part; “Each of these 
stages has negative implications for the 
environment, including the use of precious 
resources such as water and trees and the 
c r e a t i o n  o f  p o l l u t a n t s  t h r o u g h 
manufacturing.

“Production and consumption of 
tobacco also contribute to global warming, 
releasing 80 million tonnes of  carbon 
dioxide (CO2) into the environment each 
year, the equivalent of driving 17 million 
gasoline-powered cars each year.

“Tobacco's long history of negative 
health implications is well known, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  o f 
cardiovascular diseases, cancers and 
respiratory illnesses, but what is less often 
discussed is the harmful effects it has on the 
health of our planet.”

It added that tobacco cultivation 
destroys forests, damages soil and depletes 
water supplies, while manufacturing 
contributes to the production of toxic waste.

WHO further noted that tobacco 
farmers and their families are exposed to 
several health risks.

It added that as many as 25 per cent of 
tobacco farmers are affected by green 
tobacco sickness, a disease caused by 
nicotine absorbed through the skin from the 
handling of tobacco leaves.

In addition to direct exposures, WHO 
said “tobacco farmers often bring harmful 
exposures back home on their bodies, 
clothes or shoes, leading to secondary 
harmful exposures for their families.”

“Children are particularly vulnerable, 
given their body weight relative to the 
proportion of nicotine absorbed through 
their skin.

“Pregnant women are disproportionally 
affected by the harmful effects of tobacco 
far ming and face  a  higher  r isk  of 
miscarriage,” WHO said.

On agrochemical use, WHO said 
tobacco growing requires heavy use of 

pesticides and fertilisers, which it noted 
contribute to soil degradation.

“Land used for growing tobacco then 
has a lower capacity for growing other 
crops, such as food, since tobacco depletes 
soil fertility,” it added.

WHO also revealed in the report that the 
depletion of precious water resources is 
another harmful consequence of tobacco 
production. It said its production requires 
up to eight times more water than tomatoes 
or potatoes.

It explained that every year, about 22 
billion tonnes of water are used in tobacco 
production globally, which it said is the 
equivalent of 15 million Olympic-sized 
swimming pools, or roughly the volume of 
water discharged by the Amazon.

 “These water-use estimates are likely an 
underestimate,” it said, adding that; “A 
large proportion of tobacco product waste, 
which consists mostly of cigarette butts, 
finds its way into bodies of water and water 
sources.”

However, WHO said taking legal 
measures to reduce tobacco growing and 
helping farmers to move into the production 
of other foods, seems to be more efficient.

The g lobal  health organisation, 
therefore, called on the general public to 
advocate a cleaner environment free of 
tobacco product waste to protect the 
ecosystem.

It said: “Encourage tobacco users to quit 
by educating them on the negative 
environmental impacts of tobacco

“Support policy action for a ban on 
single-use plastics, which include cigarette 
filters, smokeless tobacco pouches and 
disposable electronic nicotine delivery 
systems

“Raise awareness of  the tobacco 
industry's greenwashing tactics and support 
governments in introducing additional 
levies and taxes on industry to protect the 
environment.”

WHO's member-states had in 1987 set 
aside every May 31 “to draw global 
attention to the tobacco epidemic and the 
preventable death and disease it causes.”

The global health organisation said in 
1987, the World Health Assembly passed 
Resolution WHA40.38, calling for 7 April 
1988 to be “a world no-smoking day.” In 
1988, Resolution WHA42.19 was passed, 
calling for the celebration of World No 
Tobacco Day, every year on 31 May.

It further explained that smoking is 
associated with an increased risk of 
cardiovascular disease, respiratory illness, 
cancer, diabetes, and hypertension. It said 
70 out of 7,000 chemicals in tobacco cause 
cancer in humans and animals.

We therefore urge all policymakers to 
consider banning cigarette filters, noting 
that they contain microplastics, which it 
said make up the second-highest form of 
plastic pollution worldwide.

Controlling the menace
of tobacco to society



Opinion

News Echo           Friday 3 - Saturday 4 June, 2022                Page 5

By Charles Okoh

P
ower indeed is tran-
sient. Nothing lasts 
forever and kingdoms 
rise and fall. For many 

power drunk leaders, they of-
ten fail to realize that one day; 
eventually the chickens will 
come home to roost. For those 
in power now who are drunk 
by the mere fact that they were 
elected to lead the people, so 
can now arrogate to them-
selves as their lord and master 
and approbate and reprobate 
as it please them, they must to-
day learn from the travails of 
the once powerful, boastful, 
arrogant lord of the manor in 
Imo, Rochas Okorocha, that 
their day of reckoning must 
come.

Rochas as governor of  Imo 
State was a disappointment to 
say the least. He despoiled the 
land and appropriated, as it 
pleases him, government prop-
erties for personal use. He built 
roads and infrastructure that 
were washed away by the first 
rainfall. Many of  the public 
properties he claimed to have 
built are dilapidated, aban-
doned or never built at all. He 
scammed the people into think-
ing that he cared for them. Oko-
rocha was busy sharing palm 
seedlings to the ordinary folks, 
while he was allocating public 
properties to members of  his 
family, cronies and himself.

One of  the calamities that 
befell Imo people was Okoro-
cha’s ruthless demolition of 
the famed Eke-ukwu Owerri 
Market, in spite of  a subsisting 
court order. Justice S.I. Okpara 
had restrained his government 
from demolishing the market, 
pending the determination of 
a suit filed by the stall owners, 
but Okorocha ignored the court 
order.

The hapless people affected 
were neither given adequate no-
tice nor compensation discussed 
or paid before bulldozers were 
sent to destroy their properties.

Hundreds of  soldiers and po-
licemen were deployed to pull 
down the market and pummel 
protesting traders. By his action, 
Okorocha demolished the hon-
est means of  livelihood of  these 
hapless people in the name of  a 
dubious urban renewal project. 
A 10-year-old boy, Somtochuk-
wu Igboanusi, died during this 
attack.

Facilities in the health, educa-
tion and other sectors collapsed 
during his reign, civil servants 
were not paid salaries for years. 
Retirees wallowed in poverty, 
due to enormous unpaid annu-
ities. All these had resulted in so 
much poverty in this largely civil 
servant state. The state medical 
school could not produce quali-
fied doctors during his reign.

Okorocha woke up one day 
and told the people of  his acqui -
sition of  an aircraft which was 
part of  his plan to establish Imo 

So, Okorocha knows God exists?

Air as an airline for the state. He 
came up with an aircraft, said 
to have been acquired with the 
funds of  the state. He then went 
about celebrating, with the im-
pression that this was capable of  
turning around the fortunes of  
the state. The impact of  Imo Air 
was never felt; a white elephant 
project.

Okorocha’s tendency for im-
punity was legendary and few 
examples suffice. Recall that 
sometime in 2014, the leader-
ship of  South East Progressives 
Assembly, SEPA, had accused 
Governor Rochas Okorocha of  
high-handedness, impunity and 
imposition of  his acolytes as 
party executives of  All Progres-
sives Congress, APC. 

The group, in a statement 
signed by Okorocha’s former 
media aide and SEPA president, 
Mr Ebere Uzoukwa, fumed that 
the governor’s excesses led to 
the shocking resignation of  the 
then state chairman of  APC, 
Prince Marshal Okaforanyan-
wu.

 “Okaforanyanwu merely re-
ceived his own dosage of  the 
toxic concoction of  Okoro-
cha’s use and dump and poli-
tics, which many that equally 
worked to secure his first elec-
toral victory in 2011, had tak-
en before deserting him”, the 
group said.

SEPA officials accused Oko-
rocha of  completely refusing 
to pay former political office 

holders, including those he per-
sonally appointed into his ad-
ministration, their statutory and 
constitutionally prescribed enti-
tlements, as well as introducing 
vindictive politics in Imo osten-
sibly to erase the achievements 
of  his predecessors in office.

“Why did he dismantle the 
provisions of  the Revenue Mo-
bilization, Allocation and Fis-
cal Commission (RMAFC) 
just to shortchange his political 
appointees? Why did he subject 
contractors to execute govern-
ment projects with borrowed 
funds only to dump and deny 
them at the point of  payment? 
Governor Okorocha cannot 
claim to be unaware that some 

Rochas Okorocha

Who would forget in a 
hurry how Rochas Okoro-
cha demolished the build-
ing belonging to a former 
Minister of  Interior, Capt. 
Emmanuel Iheanacho, for 
the second time in the guise 
of  an urban renewal pro-
ject?

Speaking on his demol-
ished house, Iheanacho had 
said, “My property that was 
demolished by Okorocha 
had been there for 30 years 
and on three occasions, I 
secured court injunction re-
straining him from demol-
ishing it but on these three 
occasions, he (Rochas) dis-
obeyed the court order”.

After quitting office, he 
attempted selling the ruse to 

Who would forget in a hurry 
how Rochas Okorocha 
demolished the building 
belonging to a former 
Minister of Interior, 

Capt. Emmanuel Iheanacho, 
for the second time in the guise 
of an urban renewal project? 
Speaking on his demolished 
house, Iheanacho had said, 
“My property that was demol -
ished by Okorocha had been 
there for 30 years and on three 
occasions, I secured court in-
junction restraining him from 
demolishing it but on these 
three occasions, he (Rochas) 

disobeyed the court  order”

of  the contractors had lost their 
lives and valuables to banks on 
account of  his failure to pay for 
work done.”

After eight years of  erecting 
meaningless statues especially 
that of  disgraced former South 
African President, Jacob Zuma, 
and demolishing homes of  the 
people in a claim to wanting 
to construct roads, that he nev-
er built, he finally crowned his 
clownish reign as governor, 
when he tried unsuccessfully 
to impose his son-in-law Uche 
Nwosu as the APC governor-
ship candidate in Imo State in 
2019, an action which sowed 
the seed of  the crisis in the APC 
in the state.

the people that his stay in office 
made him poorer. He claimed 
that the state government owes 
him N8 billion security votes.

The Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission had 
filed N2.9 billion fraud charges 
against the former governor at 
the Federal High Court, Abu-
ja, hours after he formally de-
clared his presidential ambition 
for 2023. He had described the 
fraud charges against him by the 
anti-graft agency as being politi-
cally-motivated.

He also tried in vain to drag 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to intervene and direct the 
EFCC to get off  his back.

However, last week Tues-
day, the EFCC took the fight 
to him in his Abuja abode af-
ter he failed to honour invita-
tions from the agency and had 
jumped bail granted him by the 
court. What was particularly 
dramatic about the siege laid to 
his home was how the governor 
holed up himself  in the house 
and refused to allow the EFCC 
operatives access to the house 
until they broke in.

For a man who has always 
claimed his innocence and who 
belongs to the ruling party, why 
is he afraid of  submitting him-
self  to the anti-graft agency? 
Who is the person allegedly 
persecuting him, is it the Imo 
state governor, Hope Uzodim-
ma, and if  so, since he is sure of  
having rendered selfless service 
to the people of  Imo then he 
needs fear no accusation. 

He should cooperate with the 
EFCC and prove his innocence 
in court. His several failed at-
tempts to truncate his trials do 
not suggest that of  a person 
who is innocent and has noth-
ing to hide.

Seeing the once almighty 
Rochas Okorocha lying on his 
stomach singing songs of  praise 
and calling on God to rescue 
him from people who are after 
his life, proves indeed how cow-
ardly he is and how scared he is 
to face the consequences of  his 
misrule in Imo.

When I saw Okorocha call-
ing God to deliver him and 
acknowledging that all powers 
belong to God, I could not help 
but to wonder if  he has the fear 
of  God and if  he does why did 
he not also treat his legion of  
victims as governor with that 
same fear of  God?

Indeed, kingdoms rise and 
they fall. Nothing lasts forever. 
Those who enjoy power today 
must look at the pitiable sight of  
Okorocha crawling like a snake 
to realise that one day, they will 
come face to face with the law 
and that whatever they do today 
will come back to haunt them in 
future.
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Politics

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
he leadership crisis 
engulfing the Enu-
gu State chapter of  
the All Progressives 

Grand Alliance (APGA) has tak-
en a new dimension as a faction 
loyal to Elechi Onyia has disasso-
ciated itself  from the party’s event 
organized by Ekene Uzodimma 
to honour Chief  Chekwas Okorie 
who returned after ten years of  
moving out of  the party.

Both Onyia and Uzodimma 
are claiming to be the authentic 
chairman of  the party in the state.  
Addressing newsmen at the state 
party’s secretariat, GRA, Enugu, 
the Legal Adviser of  the party, 
Alex Amujogu, said the party 
would not tolerate interlopers 
trying to destroy the party in the 
state.

His words: “Our attention has 
been drawn to an intended event 
claimed to have been scheduled 
by APGA Enugu State, regard-
ing the purported home coming 
of  Chief  Chekwas Okorie, which 
in all bases our party is not aware 
because we have one chairman 
in Enugu State in the person of  
Hon Elechi Onyia.  “So, one per-
son purportedly known as Ekene 
Uzodimma is claiming to be state 
chairman of  the party and invit-
ing people from all the corners of  
the state to come and witness the 
event and we have said no to it. 

We have made a report to all 
the security agencies and by the 
grace of  God they have done that. 

“We have gone to the venue of  
the event, sports club and found 
out it was illegal and reported it 

to security agencies. They don’t 
have any bases to organize such 
an event. The event should be or-
ganized by the chairman of  party 
not an imposter like Ekene Uzo-
dimma.” 

Also speaking, former state 
chairman of  the party, Hon So-
chima Nwachukwu condemned 
the action, saying that some peo-
ple have bent on using the party 
platform to sale form to some in-
dividuals who don’t want to fol-
low due process and dupe them. 
He stated that Ekene Uzodimma 
was the governorship candidate 
of  United Peoples Party (UPP) in 
Enugu State in 2019 and has nev-
er joined APGA. 

“Ekene Uzodimma is a mem-
ber of  deregistered UPP and gov-
ernorship candidate of  the party 
in 2019. He must join APGA in 
a normal process not imposing 
himself  on the party as chairman. 
Everybody knows that APGA in 
Enugu State is one, we don’t have 
faction.

Meanwhile, News Echo Corre-
spondent reports that the event 
welcoming Chief  Okorie on 
Wednesday ended without hitch-
es.  Chief  Okorie who holds the 
title of  ‘Oje Ozi Ndigbo’ (messen -
ger of  the Igbo) was received into 
the party by the Supreme Court 
recognised National Chairman 
of  APGA, Chief  Edozie Njoku.

Speaking at the well attended 
event held at his Enugu resident, 
Chief  Okorie said “APGA has 
remained the only truly progres-
sive political party in Nigeria, not 
only because of  its name, but in 
the constitution with which we 
used in the registration of  APGA. 

“You will see in the objective 

Chief Chekwas Ok o rie        Chief Njoku, APGA chairm an      

principles of  the constitution, 
you will also see in the manifesto 
of  the constitution, provision for 
true federalism, Devolution of  
power and self  determination of  
all the ethnic groups in Nigeria. 
These are revolutionary and pro-
gressive objectives. 

“Nigeria has come to a point 
where the social contract of  the 
political parties with the Nigeri-
an people must be interrogated to 
know what they mean and sepa-
rate it from what they say.”

Speaking about his ordeals in 
APGA and his political journey 
thereafter, the Igbo leader said 
that they “didn’t just run away 
when the problems started, we 
struggled to save the soul of  the 
party. We were in the court for 
8 years, were in Supreme Court 
three times and no court ever 
recognised any other person as 
APGA National Chairman ex-
cept me. ” We tried reconcilia-
tion, there were over 20 attempts 
to have peace and reconcile all 
side but these efforts were frus-
trated by only one side and we 
were forced to leave and try our 
hands elsewhere and founded 
UPP.

“In 2012, we founded United 
Peoples Party, UPP, and in the 
same year, all our leaders in di-
aspora including Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, Dr. Egemba and Uche 
Mefor said they were tired of  the 
political process and moved on to 
Radio Biafra. “Eventually, that 
UPP couldn’t move forward, in 
2020, we decided to try our hand 
with the ruling party, we col-
lapsed our structure into the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, that 
was a difficult decision to make 

but at the end of  the day, we 
weren’t too comfortable with the 
APC because haven been in op-
position for several years and dec-
ades, it wasn’t so easy to change 
from the way we were made.

“There was pressure from every -
where for us to return to APGA 
and help rebuild the house but I 
said to myself  and associates that 
we can’t return via the backdoor. 
“Thus, when the Supreme Court 
in its wisdom corrected the error 
they made in October 2021 and 
reaffirmed Edozie Njoku as the 
authentic National Chairman of  
APGA.

“In May 14th, 2022, Njoku 
was in my house for my return 
to the House I built, after due 
consultations with my associates, 
we decided to return. “I Chief  
Chekwas Okorie, with all my as-
sociates, those present here and 
outside, we have today, formal-
ly returned to APGA under the 
Chairmanship of  Edozie Njoku.”

He commended Chief  Njoku 
for his peace initiative and as-
sured he will be part of  the pro-
cess to bring back the members of  
the party.

“Njoku is part of  the original 
vision of  APGA and never left, I 
want to join him in that preach-
ing of  healing of  wounds.

“I will join him in meeting all 
the important people that needs 
to come on board including the 
Governor of  Anambra State, 
Professor Charles Chukwuma 
Soludo and join in the campaign 
to win the state for APGA so the 
Governor will have a condusive 
political atmosphere to deliver 
the dividends of  democracy to 
Ndi Anambra.

“All those that have APGA 
Ticket will be helped to win 
their election. “On the 26th of  
May, 2022, I formally resigned 
as a member of  APC in my ward 
and deregistered as a member of  
APGA in my ward on the same 
day.

“The revolution has started!” he 
declared. Speaking earlier, Chief  
Edozie Njoku, National Chair-
man of  APGA said “those we 
started APGA will come back to 
be with us.” The situation of  our 
country is a sad one and as some-
one that grew up outside Nigeria, 
many persons want to come back 
to the country but they want the 
country to work again. “I’m here 
with the NWC members of  the 
party to see our founder Okorie 
and he’s not happy with the state 
of  APGA.

“I’m happy and privileged that 
I’m among those that are here to 
welcome our Founder back to the 
party. We need to reach out to oth-
ers that are aggrieved and we need 
to reach out to them. Our mem-
bers that were reaped off  in 2019 
in Imo are in pain, we need to ap-
pease them. “This is a bad period 
in APGA but we’re not discour-
aged. The lies are much and I’m 
having my share of  the propagan-
da. I have been accused of  forging 
Supreme Court judgment which is 
laughable.”

Other members of  the National 
Working Committee that were at 
the event include: Hajia Hadisa 
Musa, the national women leader, 
Alhaji Mustapha Rabiu, National 
Welfare officer, Tony Uche, Na-
tional Vice Chairman, South East, 
Ezenwanyi Kate Anikwe, Former 
National Women Leader, etc.

Fresh crisis hits Enugu APGA over
leadership tussle as Chekwas Okorie
returns to party in grand-style  



imini Egbuson is an Taw a r d - w i n n i n g 
actor whose style 

reflects that baby boy for 
life aesthetics – handsome, 
rich and fashionable. 

Here are five things we 
love about Timini's style. 

Native attires look 
stunning on him

Timini in native attire is 
always a serve.

This reminds us of  
Mohammed, a character he 
played in the series 'Skinny 
Girl in Transit'. He gives a 
Northern politician's aura 
because of  the impeccable 
material and tailoring. 

He has mastered the 
art of  dressing for the 
weather

A little birdie told us 
that Timini spends most of 
his time in London. This is 
certainly how to dress like a 

London boy. 
H ow  d o  yo u  wa l k 

around fashionably in a 
cold city? Timini offers the 
perfect solution in this 
Balenciaga trench coat and 
bucket hat. 

H i s  t a k e  o n  t h e 
signature ashewo shorts 
deserves some accolades

Men should not wear 
long trousers every time. 

There are some days 
when you have to let fresh 
air caress your legs and 
show them off. 

Timini 's  s tyl ing of  
ashewo shorts is always on 
point. The colour pairing 
with his sneakers always 
makes for a good look. 

He makes his outfits 
fun

A really fun way to 
wear a shirt, Timini pairs 
his shirt with an untucked 

sweater and wears his 
signature white Nikes. 

We do not think Timini 
is a big fan of  suits, but 
there are a few lessons to 
learn from him when he 
wears one. 

One thing he always 
looks out for is the fit. He 
also shies away from ties 
and wears a turtleneck and 
round neck shirts which 
still works. 

He knows that hoodies 
and Nikes are a man's best 
friends

And maybe a woman's 
best friend if  she steals from 
him but men having many 
hoodies is a style hack. 

Men always look good 
on hoodies and Nikes. As a 
man, if  that makes up 70% 
of  your wardrobe, then you 
are good to go. 
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Style Inspiration: Timini's style shows why he is Nollywood's
most eligible bachelor



ormer workers of  FAdapalm who were 
owed benefits and 

salaries since 2012 under 
the  adminis t ra t ion  o f  
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
are now heaving a sigh of  
relief  as Governor Hope 
Uzodimma led Shared 
Prosperity Government in 
partnership with the new 
management of  Adapalm: 
Roche Agric West Africa, 
has begun the disbursement 
of  money to the patiently 
waiting workers of  the rich 
palm plantation.

The Adapalm workers 
since 2012 have intensified 
a g i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e s e 

allowances and salaries via 
legal actions as the Rochas 
Okorocha's led Rescue 
M i s s i o n  G ove r n m e n t 
allegedly played pranks on 
them, thereby leaving the 
workers and management 
of  Adapalm to a legal war.

This measure by the 
Joint Committee set up by 
Imo State Government to 
objectively, closely look into 
the demands of  the workers 
has abruptly brought the 
lingering administrative 
crisis at Adapalm to a hut. 
Interestingly, workers who 
lost their lives during the hit 
of  the struggle will also be 
paid posthumously through 
their families.

Addressing the former 
workers, Chairman of  the 

Jo i n t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d 
f o r m e r  T r a n s i t i o n 
Committee Chairman of  
O h a j i / E g b e m a  L o c a l 
Government Area, Hon. 
Gideon Meffor, appreciated 
t h e  wo r k e r s  f o r  t h e i r 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
patience, maintaining that 
Roche Agric  West Africa 
has resolved to settle the 
backlog of  their severance 
benefits and outstanding 
salaries, decrying the level 
o f  d a m a g e  d o n e  t o 
Adapalm and its workers by 
the Rochas Okorocha's led 
R e s c u e  M i s s i o n 
Administration.

According to Meffor, 
the committee has begun 
the "disbursement of  the 
o v e r  N 5 0 0  m i l l i o n 

severance benefits and 
salar ies  to  the former 
workers of  Adapalm after 
thorough verification of  
which those who lost their 
lives during the struggle are 
beneficiaries through their 
f a m i l i e s .  T h e  S h a r e d 
Prosperity Government 
championed by Governor 
Hope Uzodimma through 
the Local Content Act will 
work in synergy with Roche 
A g r i c  We s t  A f r i c a  t o 
employ members of  the 
host communities, as well as 
old workers of  Adapalm 
who are willing to work for 
the company in line with the 
a g r e e m e n t  o f  h o s t 
communi t i e s  who a re 
stakeholders of  Adapalm".

Reacting, Chairman of  
Adapalm Workers Union, 
H o n .  C o l l i n s  M e f f o r, 
eulogized the investors of  
Roche Agric West Africa for 

their commitment, sincerity 
in paying Adapalm workers 
their severance benefits and 
salaries, a feat he said will 
remain green in the minds 
of  beneficiaries, stressing 
t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
administration neglected, 
politicized the positive 
demands of  the workers, 
pledging their unalloyed 
support to the management 
of  Adapalm and Imo State 
Government.

I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e 
remarks,  some o f  the 
former workers of  Adapalm 
who did not want their 
names in print for obvious 
reasons, stated that their 
ordeal in the hands of  
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
and his allies who they 
accused of  refusing to pay 
t h e m  t h e i r  s eve r a n c e 
benefits and salaries since 
2012 was devastat ing, 

regretting that the former 
G ove r n o r  h e a r t l e s s ly 
subjected them from one 
verification exercise to 
another without any valid 
result or payment until he 
left office.

The former workers did 
not mince their words as 
they called on Imo State 
Government to set politics 
aside to revamp Adapalm 
so that more revenues 
would be generated for even 
development of  the state, 
meeting peoples welfare 
and wellbeing. They also 
a p p e a l e d  f o r  q u i c k 
reconstruction of  Avu, 
Etekuru, Adapalm Road for 
easy accessibility to the 
Rich Palm Plantation and 
the host communities of  
Ohaji, Egbema and Oguta.
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Former Adapalm workers receive over
N500 million severance benefits, salaries
from Roche Agric
By Ikenna Orioha

Former workers of Adapalm signing documents in readiness to receive their severance benefits
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Biden to send long-range rocket system
to Ukrain as new aid package
P

resident Joe Biden will 
send Ukraine a long-
range rocket system as 
part of  a new $700 mil-

lion security package that’s is go-
ing to be announced Wednesday.

Ukrainian officials have been 
asking for longer-range systems 
to defend themselves from Rus-
sia’s ongoing attacks. The an-
nouncement comes a day after 
Biden said the United States was 
not going “to send to Ukraine 
rocket systems that can strike into 
Russia.”

President Joe Biden speaks 
during a news conference with 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida at Akasaka Palace, Mon-
day, May 23, 2022, in Tokyo. (AP 
Photo/Evan Vucci)

Biden wrote in an opinion piece 
in the New York Times that he 
“decided that we will provide the 
Ukrainians with more advanced 
rocket systems and munitions 
that will enable them to more 
precisely strike key targets on the 
battlefield in Ukraine.”

 “America’s goal is straightfor-

Biden, US President.

Jubilant Ukrainians savour 
football win on streets of Kyiv

J
ubilant Ukrainians said they 
expected their team to beat 
Wales on Sunday and to go 

to the World Cup in Qatar after 
their “impressive” 3-1 victory 
over Scotland at Hampden Park.

Bars and restaurants in Kyiv 
and other Ukrainian cities were 
unable to show the match because 
of  a wartime curfew. Instead fans 
watched at home, as well as from 
bomb shelters and trenches.

After the final whistle Ukraine’s 
president, Volodymyr Zelenskiy, 
sent a message of  congratulations 
to the team. “There are times 
when you don’t need a lot of  
words! Just pride! Just thank you 
guys! Two hours of  happiness to 
which we are not accustomed.”

Posting on his official Telegram 
channel, which has 1.2m follow-
ers, Zelenskiy said the victory had 
brought joy to “our military and 
to our whole country”. “We are 
all fighting, each on his own front 
for this. We fight, we endure, we 
win. Because we are Ukrainians!”

On Thursday the mood in Kyiv 
was upbeat, as the city digested 
the result amid summer sunshine.

“We want to show the world that 
Ukraine is strong everywhere, in-
cluding in football,” Vasily Volo-
dymyrovich said, standing guard 
with a Kalashnikov in the capital. 
“We have a very strong collective. 
And we have a great spirit. It was 
an impressive group victory.”

Vasily – a 28-year-old member 

Foreign News  

of  Ukraine’s national guard – said 
he thought three players were out-
standing: Andriy Yarmolenko, 
who scored the first goal, Olek-
sandr Zinchenko and Ruslan Ma-
linovskyi. All played for leading 
European clubs and had huge ex-
perience, he said.

“It was great entertainment – I 
always thought Ukraine would 
win,” Oksana, a 24-year-old re-
ceptionist, said. She described Ar-
tem Dovbyk’s cool stoppage time 
finish for Ukraine’s third goal as 
“amazing”, adding: “Of  course 
we will beat Wales.”

Journalists picked up on the 
banners shown by the Ukraine 
fans who came to Glasgow. Many 
were already living and working 
abroad. Since Russia’s invasion 
on 24 February men aged 18-60 
have been forbidden from leaving 
the country, unless for exceptional 
reasons.

Before kick-off  the crowd chant-
ed the slogan “Armed Forces of  
Ukraine”. They waved banners 
saying “Kherson is Ukraine”, a 
reference to the southern region 
or oblast seized and occupied by 
Russia, and “Glory to Ukraine”, 
the official military greeting used 
by Zelenskiy in his video address-
es. 

China ‘firmly’ opposes
US-Taiwan trade initiative

C
hina “firmly” opposes a new 
trade initiative between Tai-
wan and the United States, 

the Commerce Ministry said on 
Thursday, a plan the government 
in Taipei says is a recognition of  
the key position the island plays in 
global supply chains.

The United States and Taiwan 
announced the U.S.-Taiwan Ini-
tiative on 21st Century Trade on 
Wednesday, days after the Bid-
en administration excluded the 
Chinese-claimed island from its 
Asia-focussed economic plan de-
signed to counter Beijing’s growing 
influence.

China has been angered by 
stepped up U.S. engagement with 
democratically governed Taiwan, 
regularly describing the issue as the 
most important and sensitive one 
in Sino-U.S. ties.

“The United States should pru-
dently handle trade and economic 
ties with Taiwan to avoid sending 
a wrong message to Taiwan sepa-
ratists,” said Chinese Commerce 
Ministry spokesman Gao Feng.

Beijing opposes any form of  of-
ficial contact between Taiwan and 
other countries, including negotiat-
ing and signing any economic and 

trade agreements “with sovereign 
connotations and of  an official na-
ture”, Gao told an online briefing.

Taiwan has been cheered by the 
initiative, seeing it as another sign 
of  support from Washington, and 
hopes it could pave the way for Tai-
wan eventually joining Biden’s In-
do-Pacific Economic Framework 
(IPEF), launched last week.

Taiwan Premier Su Tseng-chang 
told a cabinet meeting on Thursday 
the island “has an indispensable 
key position in the global supply 
chain”, according to a statement 
from his office.

This “made the U.S. government 
realise that it must strengthen eco-
nomic and trade links with our 
country in order to consolidate the 
resilience and security of  the global 
supply chain”, Su said.

At a time of  Russia’s attack 
against Ukraine and with the “dra-
matic changes” in the international 
situation, “the importance of  Tai-
wan’s global strategic position has 
become clearer”, he said.

Taiwan is a major producer of  
semiconductors, global shortages 
of  which have disrupted produc-
tion of  cars and some consumer 
electronics.

ward: We want to see a demo-
cratic, independent, sovereign 
and prosperous Ukraine with the 
means to deter and defend itself  
against further aggression,” Bid-
en wrote.

Senior administration offi-
cials speaking on the condition 
of  anonymity said Tuesday the 

U.S. would be sending HIMARS 
(High Mobility Rocket Systems) 
to Ukraine. The officials said in 
a call with reporters that Ukraini-
an officials have given the United 
States assurances that the rockets 
will only be used in Ukraine and 
will not be used on Russian ter-
ritory.

An official said the HIMARS 
rocket system range is about 80 
kilometers or roughly 48 miles. 

The officials said the admin-
istration will also provide air 
surveillance radars, additional 
javelins, as well as anti-armor 
weapons.

This is the eleventh security 
package that the Biden 
administration has sent 
to Ukraine.

The United States 
committed to sending an 
additional $40 billion in 
support to Ukraine after 
Congress passed a bipar-
tisan aid package in mid-
May.  

The package, which 
Biden signed on a plane 
during his trip to Asia 
earlier this month, is in-
tended to get Ukraine 
through September as 
the Russian invasion 
approaches its fourth 
month. 

The aid package in-
cluded more than $20 
billion for the Pentagon 
to provide weapons, in-
telligence and training, 
and nearly $14 billion 
for the State Department 
for food aid, refugee as-
sistance and other diplo-
matic programs. 

Chinese Commerce Ministry spokesman Gao Feng gestures during a news 
conference in Beijing.
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ollowing the revelations of  Fthe Methodist Church of  
N i g e r i a  P r e l a t e ,  H i s 

E m i n e n c e  S a mu e l  U c h e  o n 
suspected accomplicence of  the 
Nigerian military officers with the 
Fulani herdsmen who allegedly 
kidnapped and released him barely 
24 hours later, after collecting 100 
million naira ransom; President 
Muhammed Buhari, who doubles as 
the Commander In Chief  of  the 
nation's Armed Forces and the 
Military ranks are said to be uneasy.

This development, has caused a 
swift reaction by the Director of  
Army Public Relations, Brigadier 
General Onyema Nwachukwu, 
who said troops' deployment in the 
Nigerian Army is not done with 
considerations for ethnic affiliation.

He said, “The Nigerian Army 
(NA) has been notified of  the 
insinuation making the rounds on 
social media, alleging complicity of  
troops of  the Nigerian Army in the 
kidnap incident of  the Methodist 
Prelate in Abia state recently.

“While the Nigerian Army 
expresses concern and sympathy for 
the victim of  this heinous crime and 
shares in his pains, the insinuation 
that troops are complicit in the 
kidnap incident is not entirely 
premised on any f indings of  
investigations and therefore cannot 
be swallowed hook line and sinker. 
This allegation, therefore, raises 
some pertinent questions which are 
still unanswered.

“Given the spate of  insecurity 
in the region, the question would be, 
was the issue reported to the unit 
c ove r i n g  t h e  a r e a ?  D i d  t h e 
Methodist Church take the NA into 
confidence while negotiating the 
ransom with the kidnappers? No 
formal complaint has been received 
by the unit. More worrisome is the 
fact that it was alleged that the 
ransom was paid in less than 24 
hours. Was the ransom paid to 
troops? These are questions that beg 
for answers.

“Moreso, the NA unit has not 
received any debrief  from the 
Prelate or the Methodist Church. It 
is, therefore, important to state that 
troops are deployed at Forward 
Operating Base (FOB) Okigwe and 
in front of  the Abia State University, 
Uturu and no information was 
made available to them or to 14 
Brigade or any other formation, 
except the information making the 
rounds in the social media.

“It must be clarified that troops' 
deployment in the Nigerian Army is 
not done with considerations for 
e thnic  a f f i l ia t ion,  hence the 
deployment of  troops of  Fulani 
ethnic extraction who as alleged by 
the Prelate, carried out the dastardly 
act is not our practice or modus 
operandi in the NA.

“Given  our  p ro fe s s iona l 

disposition and zero tolerance for 
any misconduct in the Nigerian 
Army, we will take this weighty 
allegation seriously and approach 
the Prelate and the Methodist 
church to unravel the basis for the 
allegation.”

It could be recalled that while 
the prelate was narrating his near-
death experience at the hands of  
kidnappers alleged that some 
soldiers from the North were 
working with the kidnappers in the 
region.

The Prelate alongside the 
Bishop of  Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. 
Dennis Mark and the Prelate's 
c h a p l a i n  we r e  l a s t  S u n d ay, 
kidnapped in Umunneochi Local 
Government Area of  Abia state.

Narrating his experience in a 
Press conference held at Methodist 
Church Yaba, Lagos state, the 
clergyman said their abductors were 
F u l a n i s  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  s o m e 
personnel of  the Nigerian Army 
from Fulani extraction were aiding 
the kidnappers in their activities.

In his word;
“These people came out from 

the bush; they divided themselves 
into three places; some people fired 
at us and there was another group in 
front to make sure that we didn't run 
away; they fired shots at our vehicle 
and eventually, they abducted three 
of  us.

“The communication man of  
the church was able to escape, the 
driver was able to escape; they 
abducted me, the Bishop of  Owerri 
and my chaplain and they took us to 
the bush and were torturing us. It 
was in the process of  that torture 
that I hit my right eye on a tree. Even 
when blood was flowing and I was 

s o a k i n g  m y  e y e s  w i t h  a 
handkerchief, they didn't feel like 
anything happened.

“All they said was that we 
should follow them; that they were 
not actually against Nigerian 
citizens but against the government, 
that the government is a bad 
government.

“They are Fulani boys; all the 
eight are Fulanis; they said the day 
they will see the president or any of 
his representatives they will chew 
him raw; that he is their brother but 
he has disappointed them and has 
disappointed Nigeria.

” I said even though am part of  
government, am a churchman am 
not a government official; they said 
'okay, that is what have saved you, 
we would have killed you out-rightly 
without asking for any ransom but 
now that you are a churchman, let's 
go inside the bush'.

“I trekked up to 15 kilometres 
but I knew that we were rigmaroling, 
going up going down and eventually 
at 11 pm they said okay now we can 
negotiate; each of  us will pay 
N50million and we are going to pay 
N150million. I thought it was a joke; 
I said we were going to pay 10 
million and they said 'what? Don't 
say that', they lifted up their knife to 
cut me, I said please hold on.”

According to the clergy, the 
leader of  the group is about 35 years 
while the others are about 18.

He said they had taken his rings, 
chain, took the money they had on 
them and insisted on 150 million 
ransom.

The clergy said the abductors 
came down to 100million ransom, 
warning that if  they negotiate, they 
would be killed.

“I said okay. We will pay you 
N100 million. After some time, they 
said 'where is the money' and I said 
this is Sunday night how can we get 
money this night and you know that 
there is this sit-at-home in Igbo land. 
We can't afford the money now be 
patient till morning, we will make 
contacts.”

He said they lost patient, laid 
Bishop Dennis Mark down, raised a 
knife to cut him, while another 
pointed a gun at him (prelate) to 
show that they were serious,

“I told them we will raise the 
money for you. But the irony of  it, 
where they were situated, the 
soldiers all of  Fulani extraction, 
Nigerian soldiers, they were there at 
Lomara junction and these boys 
w e r e  g o i n g  b e h i n d  t h e m . 
Meanwhile, they kept their cows 
somewhere, numbering about 200.

He said some people were 
taking care of  the cows while the 
abductors were parading them 
around the bush until they settled at 
a place,

“They said when are you bring 
the money? I said by 12 noon, I will 
call the people I've contacted 
whether the money had been raised 
and I called them, they said that they 
are gathering the money and they 
heard it because they said I will use 
my phone to talk, they can't use their 
phone, they don't want to be tracked

“Their leader was born in Igbo 
land but his parents have died. He 
said he was born around Umuahia 
Amuzukwu and his father was a cow 
dealer, the boy understood Igbo”.

He said the leader threatened to 
kill them if  they informed security 
operatives when they had raised 
N100million.

The leader asked them to buy 5 
ghana must go bags and put 
N20million in each bag. They left to 
pick the ransom while four others 
waited on them with guns.

“Around 5:30pm, the youngest 
boy who I think is a younger brother 
to their commander said 'oga 
congratulations you are free you can 
go now. We have got our money, you 
can go. Let me show you the road'.

“They took us to old road, 
where they wrote 'Welcome to Imo' 
and 'Goodbye from Abia”.

“They told us that after buying 
enough weapons, they are going to 
bring all those people that were 
driven away from Zamfara, Katsina, 
Sambisa forest that they are all 
coming to locate themselves in Igbo 
land and deal with us.

“He said 'do you know Ibadan 
expressway? We are in all the bush 
there, we are also in the south-south, 
we are waiting for the slightest signal 
we will finish you people and take 
over this land'. They claimed that 
Nigeria belong to Fulani.”

The priest maintained that 
mili tary personnel of  Fulani 
e x t r a c t i o n  we r e  a i d i n g  t h e 
kidnappers who disguise as herders 
in the daytime but are kidnappers at 
night.

He called on the government to 
take a decisive action 'otherwise 
what is happening in the North will 
be a child's play”

On how they picked up the 
ransom, he said the terrorists came 
to the pick-up spot with a truck 
without a number plate.

He stated that all efforts made to 
ensure that he is released was the 
effort of  the Methodist church and 
her members and not security 
personnel or the government.

Prelate's revelation over kidnap saga
unsettles Buhari, military ranks
…As residents of  Umunneochi and environs live in fear 
By Bright C. J. Okereke

Buhari Prelate Uche
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Amaechi is a failure, shouldn’t aspire for 
President, Abia Railway communities
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia 

S
ome villages and towns 
in Abia State where the 
rail tracks of  Nigeria 
Railway Coporation 

(NRC) passed through, have de -
scribed the former Minister of  
transportation, Hon Chibuike 
Amaechi as a failure in  the 
South East. 

They also described as in-
sulting, his claims of  being an 
Igbo man now that elections are 
around.

These and other accounts 
were gathered from some indi-
genes of  these Railway commu-
nities in Abia State when News 
Echo carried out a special tour 
around  dilapidated facilities in 
those areas.

A trip to Mbawsi, Isiala Ngwa 
North LGA, Ovim in Isukwua-
to, Uzuakoli in Bende LGA, 
Amaeke in Umuahia North, 
Afara  also in Umuahia North   
confirmed the disappointment 
of  these natives as only a three 
abandoned train coaches and 
rickety track slippers could still 
remind someone that there were 
rail lines across those lands.

At Ovim and Mbawsi, the rail 
tracks have either been over-
grown by weeds or covered by 
sands.

At Uzuakoli and Nkpa axis, 
the rail tracks have either been 
stolen or sold as scrap by thieves 
or they are covered by sands 
and green vegetations, some-
times, leaving no trace that rail 
line passed through there.

At Amaeke Ibeku and Afara 
Ibeku, you could hardly recall if  
there was railway in that part of  
the country.

The worst scene to behold 
is Umuahia Railways station 
where only two old abandoned 
train coaches were left inside a 
bush while another area is now 
used as road side market by 
traders.

The control/line tower has 
become a home for reptiles 
while the passengers booking 
hall is now empty like Old Traf-
ford stadium after a Manches-
ter united match.

Some senior railway staff  at 
the headquarters who spoke 
under anonymity lamented that 
there have been no movement 
of  train to and from Umuahia 
in the last  seven years.

They explained that the trans-
formation they expected from 
the federal government did not 
come, until Amaechi resigned 
his job last month to contest for 
President.

The railway staff  wondered 
why Amaechi and his then 
ministry spent billions of  na-

ira doing rail contracts only in 
the North and South West but 
neglecting the South East and 
even the South South where the 
former Minister comes from.

At Ovim, the home of  Army 
generals, News Echo spoke with 
Mr Shadrach Onyenucheya and 
a youth Tochukwu Peter who 
condemned the abandonment 
of  the South East in railway 
contracts.

Ovim is the home of  Gener-
al Azubuike Ihejieika, Nigeria’s 
former Chief  of   Army Staff(-
COAS), Col Osondu (Rtd), 
Commodore Ndubuisi Kanu 
(late) and many other military 
men.

They noted that the econo-
my of  the rural areas had been 
affected negatively since trains 
stopped functioning in that area.

“ Our people are either farm-
ers or traders. In those days, 
you could harvest your farms 
or  crops and take them the 
North or  West, using train at a 

low transport fare. But for sev-
en years now, we don’t see train 
again and that has affected our 
businesses”, said Peter.

The story is the same in other 
villages visited by this reporter.

And come to think of  it, 
a South Southerner, Hon 
Chibuike Amaechi was the 
Minister in charge of  this sector 
and was much concentrated in 
construction of  modern railway 
lines connecting Abuja to Ka-
duna, Lagos to Ibadan, Kano 
to Katsina,many cities in the 
North and a few others in the 
South West.

South East was completely 
left out in this development, 
even when billions of  naira 
loans were secured from China 
for this purpose.

For the fact that the loans tak-
en for railway construction are 
national debts that would be re-
paid by present and unborn gen -
eration of  Nigerians including 
the people of  the South East, 

Mr Tochukwu Peter lamented 
that Ndigbo would still partake 
in the repayment of  railway- 
accumulated debts even when 
they did not benefit from the 
projects.

Also of  note is the plan 
trans-nation railway projects by 
the federal government aimed 
at building rails to Niger Re-
public, Chad and some foreign 
countries, using the same loan 
obtained by the Nigerian gov-
ernment to also be repaid by 
Nigerians alive and those still  
unborn.

When Amaechi visited Abia 
State in 2020 to lay the founda-
tion stone of  Gregory Universi-
ty Uturu School of  Transport, 
he who was the special guest, 
became livid when a radio cor-
respondent from one station 
in Abia asked him a question 
about the exclusion of  South 
East from on-going railway pro-
jects.

“Look, look, I don’t like this 
type of  question. This is not 
why I am here today.”

He went on, “ Go and check 
the design of  the railway plans 
and you will find out that South 
East States are captured in the 
projects.”

He assured that the govern-
ment of  President Mohamadu 

Buhari would not forget the 
South East.

Amaechi is today out of  of-
fice as transport minister and 
the Chinese contractors have 
suspended works and fund-
ing of  the projects, leaving the 
South East, especially the host 
communities cheated.

Findings shows that in some 
Abia  communities especial -
ly at Uzuakoli, Amaeke and 
Mbawsi, thieves and scavengers 
have been stealing rail tracks 
and other metals that have been 
abandoned for many years and 
been selling them as scrap.

Though the Nigeria Police 
Force, Umuahia Railways Divi-
sion has been making arrests of  
suspected thieves and charging 
some of  them to Court, there 
have not been an end to the 
theft.

Further findings showed that 
a  business consortium from the 
South West in 2021, bought and 
sold most of  the abandoned 
train coaches packed at Umua-
hia station.

The deal to sell the disused 
trains was allegedly sealed in 
Railways headquarters in Lagos 
and okayed by Enugu regional 
office of  NRC to allow the con-
sortium to buy  the abandoned 
trains and an big overhead tanks 
at Umuahia.

Ovim Rail Line overgrown by grasses.

Rotimi Amaechi

When Amaechi visited Abia State in 
2020 to lay the foundation stone of 

Gregory University Uturu School of 
Transport, he who was the special guest, 

became livid when a radio correspondent 
from one station in Abia asked him a

 question about the exclusion of
 South East from on-going railway
 projects. “Look, look, I don’t like

this type of  question. This is not why 
I am here today.” He went on, 

“Go and check the design of the 
railway plans and you will find out 
that South East states are captured 

in the projects”

“
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D
irector, Army Public 
Relations, Brig.-Gen. 
Onyema Nwachuk-

wu on Thursday said IPOB/
ESN members had buried ex-
plosive devices along different 
routes in the troubled South-
East region. This, he said, 
was done to harm Nigerian 
troops.

The Nigerian Army has 
said two members of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) and its militant wing, 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) was injured by an ex-
plosive device they had plant-
ed on the road.

Director, Army Public Re-
lations, Brig.-Gen. Onyema 
Nwachukwu on Thursday 
said IPOB/ESN members 
had buried explosive devices 
along different routes in the 
troubled South-East region. 
This, he said, was done to 
harm Nigerian troops.

He said while trying to es-
cape an attack by Nigerian 
troops, the devices exploded 
and wounded some of  the 
IPOB members.

IPOB is a secessionist 
group led by Nnamdi Kanu, 
who is currently under deten-
tion while standing trial for 
alleged terrorism and other 
related offences.

IPOB buried explosive devices along
South East routes – Army 

The group seeks the breaka-
way of  the South-East region, 
and possibly the South-South 
which is to be known as the 
Biafra Republic.

According to the army 
spokesman, the incident oc-
curred on Wednesday, June 
1, 2022, along Eke Ututu–
Orsu Road in Orsu Local 
Government Area of  Imo.

Nwachukwu urged res-
idents to inform troops of  
possible areas where the ex-
plosives have been buried for 
proper evacuation and dis-
posal.

He said, “The dissidents 
inadvertently stepped on the 
IED which they had earlier 
planted along several routes 
in Orlu, Orsu Local Govern-
ment Area, while they were 
attempting to evade troops’ 
onslaught against terrorists in 
the area.

“The outlawed group has 
severally planted IEDs along 
troops’ patrol routes in a 
failed effort to bring harm to 
the troops.

“We urge all peace-loving 
people of  the South-East 
to please inform troops of  
possible areas where these 
explosives have been buried 
for proper evacuation and 
disposal.”

Money politics can
destroy Nigeria - Nwaubani

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
House of  Represent-
atives aspirant for 
Ikwuano/Umuahia 

Federal Constituency, Hon. 
Franklin Nwaubani has 
warned that credible leaders 
may not be elected into offic-
es again in Nigeria if  money 
continues to enjoy utmost pri-
ority.

He expressed at the rate 
some  political parties and 
individuals now go for the 
highest bidder in their choice 
of  candidates, especially as 
witnessed due the recent PDP 
convention in Abuja.

The aspirants made the 
point during a media debate 
oorganised by the African 
Democratic Congress (ADC) 
in Umuahia for guber and 
federal legislative aspirants.

Nwaubani charged Abians 
to utilise the new electoral 
law and apply their perma-
nent voter’s cards (PVCs) in 
voting out bad leaders in Abia 
, warning that commercialisa-
tion of  elective offices would 
spell doom for the society.

During the event,  Otisi, 
the son to Nigeria’s Chief  of  
Army staff, Navy Commo-

dore Ebitu Ukaiwe revealed 
that it was his father’s refusal 
to allow implementation of  
bad government policies by 
General Ibrahim Babangida 
that cost him his position as 
COGS.

Otisi maintained that his fa-
ther had no regrets sacrificing 
his job as Nigeria’s number 
two man, because he stood 
with the ordinary Nigerians.

“Just like my father sacri-
ficed his position for the inter-
ests of  the common Nigerian 
people  I am ready to serve 
Abians with utmost prepar-
edness.” 

SE varsity students protest lingering ASUU 
strike, give FG 2-week ultimatum 
By David Eze, Abakaliki

H
undreds of  students 
from various tertiary 
institutions in South 

East have staged on a peace-
ful protest to express their 
anger over the lingering strike 
by the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, ASUU 

The students during the 
march lamented their con-
tinued stay at home due to 
the strike and gave federal 
government led by President 
Muhammadu Buhari two (2) 
weeks ultimatum to call-off  
the strike.

They expressed regret that 
many of  them, especially the 
females are into prostitution, 
while the boys are into Yahoo 
Yahoo businesses as a result 
of  the strike.

The South East Co-ordina-
tor of  Students Union gov-
ernment, zone F, Mr. Moses 
Ibeabuchi who spoke to jour-
nalists during the protest in 
Abakaliki capital of  Ebonyi 
state said:

“The Nigerian government 
is not helping us, and they are 
not doing anything about the 

strike, instead they are busy 
conducting primary elec-
tions. 

“We are tired to sit at home. 
We are here at home and we 
can’t go to school, and we 
can’t do anything, they are 
busy trying to use us as thugs 
in this coming election. And 
we are saying no. 

“We are calling on federal 
government to do something, 
because we want to go back 

NAWOJ Chairperson Dr Mrs Dorathy Nnaji,  the resources persons and students of Princeton International College, Owerri during a
workshop in commemoration of the World Menstrual Day

to school. How can we do a 4 
years course for eleven years, 
and some of  the politicans 
are busy stealing 80billion, 
they should gather this mon-
ies and settle ASUU. 

Also, the former coordina-
tor of  NANS South East and 
South South zones, Mr. Olisa 
Nwuruku Alfred, said: “We 
are registering our grievance 
over the inability of  the fed-
eral government to meet with 

Titan Trust Bank completes takeover 
of Union Bank

T
itan Trust Bank com-
pletes takeover of  
Union Bank thereby 

enabling it to purchase a 
controlling stake in Nigeria’s 
second-oldest lender, Union 
Bank of  Nigeria, the latter 
said Thursday in a regulatory 
filing, almost half  a year after 
an agreement was reached by 
both parties.

The lender, backed by a 
former Central Bank of  Ni-
geria deputy governor, Tunde 

Lemo, set out to acquire 89.4 
per cent interest in Union 
Bank from a pool of  stakes 
from exiting major investors 
including British Virgin Is-
lands-based Atlas Mara and 
Union Global Partners Lim-
ited, but later upped the stake 
to 93.4 per cent.

“With the completion of  
the transaction, TGI Group, 
parent of  TTB, now becomes 
the majority shareholder and 
core investor in Union Bank,” 

the document said.
The ownership transfer 

excludes Union Bank UK, a 
subsidiary of  Union Bank of  
Nigeria, which also has been 
sold off, with the proceeds of  
divestment to all the share-
holders of  the latter as of  
March 4, 2022.

In the spirit of  the change 
of  ownership, the members 
of  Union Bank’s board have 
exited the bank.

...My father sacrificed his job to stop 
IBB’s bad policies - Ukiwe son

By Grace Ofurum

P
olice officers on Thurs-
day morning sealed 
Zenith Bank branches 

in Owerri, Imo State, over a 
litigation involving a former 
Deputy-Governor of  Imo 
state, Eze Madumere.

Our correspondents who 
went round the town ob-
served that the development 
left staff  and customers of  
the bank stranded.

Findings reveals that a 

the demands of  the Academ-
ic Staff  Union of  Universi-
ties, ASUU. Students have 
been at home and primary 
elections are going on and 
they are preparing to conduct 
general election. 

“When we are in school, 
we will not be having chance 
to join in the issues of  elec-
tion thuggery, kidnapping 
and other illegal businesses 
going on.”

Garnishee Order by the 
National Industrial Court 
(NIC) in Owerri had given 
the police the authority to 
seal all the branches of  Ze-
nith bank in Owerri. 

The court had directed 
Zenith Bank to settle Mad-
umere’s entitlements, total-
ing N1.9 billion having them 
as one of  the Imo State gov-
ernment banks.

It could be recalled that 
Prince Eze Madumere was 
a deputy governor to Ro-
chas Okorocha who was 
purportedly impeached and 
a court of  competent juris-
diction voided the said im-
peachment and as such or-
dered that all his entitlement 
as deputy governor be paid 
to him by the state govern-
ment.

Reputable sources revealed 
that since then the Imo State 
Government under the watch 
of  Hope Uzodinma, has 
been toiling him around with 
unfulfilled promises. Mad-
umere was said to have made 
several unsuccessful efforts to 
resolve the matter internally 
since they are of  same party.

When the state Commis-
sioner for Information and 
Strategy, Declan Emelumba 
was contacted, he said that 
the judgment was given in er-
ror considering the way and 
manner the judgement was 
and at same time foreclosed 
the State government from 
appeal,

The Commissioner said, 
“the judge who gave the judg-
ment may have connived with 
the people against the Imo 
State Government. How can 
a judge give a judgement and 
bar the defendants from ap-
pealing it and gave 24 hours 
for the implementation of  the 
judgement?

“I think that there is a vest-
ed interest. We are exploring 
other legal options to vacant 
the order. The judgement 
can’t stand serious legal scru-
tiny anywhere. 

“There are policemen in 
Imo state but they went and 
brought policemen from zone 
9 in Umuahia. Nobody can 
intimidate the government, 
we can’t be cowed. We must 
do what is right for the good 
of  the people of  Imo State.”
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News

Soludo launches ‘Operation Know Your
Tenant’ with Anambra landlords

‘Descendants of Lucifer 
wishing Uzodimma evil’
- Imo Govt

T
he Imo State govern -
ment, Wednesday, 
said those spreading 

false rumours that Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma is 
down with stroke “are de-
scendants of  Lucifer who 
are vainly wishing the gov-
ernor evil”

In a statement by the 
State Commissioner of  
Information and Strate-
gy, Declan Emelumba, he 
dismissed “as unfound-
ed, wicked and mindless 
fabrication, a recorded 
voice message making the 
rounds in the social media, 
claiming that Governor 
Hope Uzodimma is down 
with stroke and has been 
rushed to India”

The Commissioner said 
the Governor is hale and 
hearty.

According to him, Uzo-
dimma is not afflicted with 
any challenge that would 
have led to a stroke.

“His Excellency attend-
ed a meeting with the Pres-

ident alongside other APC 
governors Tuesday morn-
ing. As I speak, he has en-
tered another Party meet-
ing with other stakeholders 
ahead of  APC’s conven-
tion. So I don’t really know 
what those concocting this 
rumour want to achieve,” 
Emelumba said.

The Commissioner 
warned the purveyors of  
the rumours to desist forth-
with before they suffer un-
mitigated disaster.

According to him, it 
was clear that those who 
do not wish the governor 
well have been fantasizing 
about a phantom illness 
saying,  however, that they 
will continue to be disap-
pointed as Uzodimma is 
enjoying robust health and 
attending to state duties. 

Emelumba urged the 
people of  the state and 
indeed Nigerians to dis-
regard “this fabrication 
from mentally deranged 
elements seeking attention 
over nothing.”

Cross section of the Nsukka youths during their solidarity visit to Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi at Government House, Enugu.

Methodist Bishop’s kidnap: 

Army to unravel basis of allegations 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

T
he Nigerian Army has 
stated that the com-
mand will not take 

the allegations of  the kid-
nap of  the Bishop and huge 
payment of  monies to the 
kidnappers for his release 
serious.

News Echo recalls that the 
Prelate of  the Methodist 
Church of  Nigeria, His Em-
inence, Samuel Kanu-Uche, 
was on last Sunday abduct-
ed by hoodlums in along the 
Enugu-Port Harcourt Ex-
pressway in the Umunneo-
chi Local Government Area 
of  Abia State and a ransom 
of  said N100m was paid by 
the church to secure his free-
dom.

He was taken together 
with his chaplain, Very Rev. 
Abidemi Shittu, and the 
Bishop of  Owerri, Rt. Rev. 
Dennis Mark.

Director Army Public Re-
lations, Brigadier General, 
Onyema Nwachukwu dis-
closed this on Thursday to 
newsmen. 

According to the state-
ment, “the Nigerian Army 
(NA) has been notified of  
the insinuation making the 
rounds on social media, al-

leging complicity of  troops 
of  the Nigerian Army in the 
kidnap incident of  the Meth-
odist Prelate in Abia state re-
cently”.  

While the Nigerian Army 
expresses concern and sym-
pathy for the victim of  this 
heinous crime and shares in 
his pains, the insinuation that 
troops are complicit in the 
kidnap incident is not entire-
ly premised on any findings 
of  investigations and there-
fore cannot be swallowed 
hook line and sinker.   This 
allegation therefore raises 
some pertinent questions 
which are still unanswered”.

“Given, the spate of  inse-
curity in the region, the ques-
tion would be, was the issue 
reported to the unit covering 
the area? Did the Method-
ist Church take the NA into 
confidence while negotiating 
the ransom with the kidnap-
pers? No formal complaint 
has been received by the 
unit. More worrisome is the 
fact that it was alleged that 
the ransom was paid in less 
than 24 hours. Was the ran-
some paid to troops?  These 
are questions that beg for an-
swers”. 

Moreso, the NA unit, has 
not received any debrief  
from the Prelate or the Meth-

odist Church.
“It is therefore, important 

to state that troops are de-
ployed at Forward Operating 
Base(FOB) Okigwe and in 
front of  the Abia State Uni-
versity Uturu and no infor-
mation was made available 
to them or to 14 Brigade or 
any other formation, except 
the information making the 
rounds in the social media”.

The statement further not-
ed that “It must be clarified 
that troops’ deployment in 
the Nigerian Army is not 
done with considerations for 
ethnic affiliation, hence a de-
ployment of  troops of  Fulani 
ethnic extraction who as al-
leged by the Prelate,  carried 
out the dastardly act is not 
our practice or modus oper-
andi in the NA”.

“Given our professional 
disposition and zero toler-
ance for any misconduct in 
the Nigerian Army, we will 
take this weighty allegation 
seriously and approach the 
Prelate and the Methodist 
church to unravel the basis 
for the allegation”.

Titan Trust Bank Com-
pletes Takeover Of  Union 
Bank

Titan Trust Bank Com-
pletes Takeover Of  Union 
Bank thereby enabling it to 
purchase a controlling stake 

in Nigeria’s second-oldest 
lender, Union Bank of  Nige-
ria, the latter said Thursday 
in a regulatory filing, almost 
half  a year after an agree-
ment was reached by both 
parties.

The lender, backed by 
a former Central Bank of  
Nigeria deputy governor, 
Tunde Lemo, set out to ac-
quire 89.4 per cent interest 
in Union Bank from a pool 
of  stakes from exiting major 
investors including British 
Virgin Islands-based Atlas 
Mara and Union Global 
Partners Limited, but later 
upped the stake to 93.4 per 
cent.

“With the completion of  
the transaction, TGI Group, 
parent of  TTB, now be-
comes the majority share-
holder and core investor in 
Union Bank,” the document 
said.

The ownership transfer 
excludes Union Bank UK, 
a subsidiary of  Union Bank 
of  Nigeria, which also has 
been sold off, with the pro-
ceeds of  divestment to all 
the shareholders of  the latter 
as of  March 4, 2022.

In the spirit of  the change 
of  ownership, the members 
of  Union Bank’s board have 
exited the bank.

F
ollowing escalating 
security concerns in 
the state, Anambra 

State’s executive governor, 
Charles Chukwuma Solu-
do, has issued a directive 
to landlords.

In an effort to rid the 
state of  terrorism and all 
sorts of  criminal activity, 
Soludo ordered all land-
lords to participate in a 
campaign he dubbed “Op-
eration Know Your Ten-
ant.”

He ordered landlords 
to keep proper records 
of  their renters going for-
ward, and he warned them 
to promptly report any 
tenants suspected of  being 
involved in illegal activ-
ity or having links to any 
criminal organization.

In a statement issued 
through his Press Sec-
retary, Mr. Christian 
Aburime, the governor 
stated that no portion of  
Anambra State, whether 
a home, bush, or forest, 
should be used as camps 
for criminals.

He warned that any-
one with a gun in a camp 
should be considered a 
criminal and vowed that 
government and the peo-
ple would work with secu-
rity agencies to flush them 
out.

He said: “The state gov-

ernment shall, pursuant to 
its powers under the Land 
Use Act, revoke and ac-
quire any land found to 
be harbouring these crimi-
nals, for public purpose.

“Henceforth, every com-
munity is required to pro-
vide information on any 
part of  their land occu-
pied by these criminals as 
camps. If  the community 
fails to do so, the govern-
ment will take over such 
land.

“Similarly, any buildings 
found to be harbouring 
kidnappers and murderers 
in the state will, as pro-
vided by Criminal Code 
(Amendment No.3) Law 
2013, be forfeited to the 
government.

 “All hotels have been di-
rected to obtain the means 
of  identification of  their 
guests, keep an inventory 
of  all guests and immedi-
ately report any suspicious 
persons or group of  per-
sons checking into or con-
verging in their facilities.

“Various ranges of  
bounties have been placed 
on criminals in the state. 
These are some of  the sin-
cere measures to ensure 
that peace returns in the 
state”.

Soludo stated that his 
government is already tak-
ing measures to end crim-

inality in the state, adding 
that most of  the steps al-
ready taken are yielding 
satisfactory results with 
more successes anticipat-
ed.

He assured of  the readi-
ness of  the government to 
uproot any form of  crimi-

nality in the state and en-
couraged the people to go 
about their lawful duties as 
their security is the number 
one priority of  the govern-
ment.

He described the May 20 
killing of  Mrs. Harira Jibril 
and her four children by 

unidentified assailants as 
“barbaric and unaccept-
able” and vowed to fish 
out the perpetrators and 
ensure they were dealt 
with according to law.

 “The government of  
Anambra State cannot 
shirk or relent on its con-

stitutional responsibility 
of  securing life and prop-
erty of  the citizens and 
residents.

“Some proactive actions 
are already being taken to 
allay the fears of  the resi-
dents” he added.



ere is a rundown of  Hall Ini's wedding 
looks.

Ini Dima-Okojie was a 
gorgeous bride. The actress 
went with simple, modern 
looks, shying away from the 
dramatics and looked clean, 
simple and fashionable all 
through the different events 
of  her wedding. 

Here are some of  our 
thoughts on all her outfits. 

Civil Wedding 
This outfit was perfectly 

chic and modern. Ini went 
with structure, lines, shapes 
and quiet sophistication 

It was a clean white two-
piece. The structured shirt, 
trousers and the net veil are 
an inspiration for every 
modern bride. 

The pumps are also a 
better choice. It is better to 
wear pumps for a civil 
wedding than sandals. 

Traditional wedding 
Traditional weddings 

are times for elaborate 
displays of  African culture 
and Ini brought the heat. 
She was a complete Efik 
bride, with combs in her hair 
and a staff  to round off  the 
elegant African Queen 
aesthetic. 

She also chose a red 
corseted gown made by 
Tubo. Now, this wasn't my 

favourite look because I felt 
the colour was too strong 
and did not show off  the 
amazing designs on the 
gown. 

The beaded crown was 
an excellent choice and 
s h o w e d  o f f  h e r  E d o 
heritage. 

Her third outfit was a 
soft and simple chocolate 
gown. 

Bridal shower 
She was cute and bubbly 

in a white mini skirt with a 
bow, perfect for a night-out-
in-the town type bridal 
shower. 

White Wedding 
For her white wedding 

gown, she shied away from 
a ball gown but chose to 
experiment with the fabric. 

She wore a dangling 
earring and her hair packed 
up in a bun. The only 
dramatic thing about the 
gown was the gathered 
sleeve. 

Her reception gown was 
white and had more drama 
than her wedding gown 
because of  its heavy beading 
but it was still gorgeous. 

All in all, Ini Dima-
O k o j i e ' s  l o o k s  w e r e 
uncomplicated and elegant, 
proving you don't need 
dramatic outfits to make a 
fashion statement. 
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Ini Dima-Okojie was the perfect modern bride 
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arriage is a big Mcommitment, and 
it is only natural 

to be a little nervous before 
jumping in. But the trends 
suggest that more people 
today seem not only anxious 
abou t  the  p rospec t  o f  
marriage, they are shunning 
it. Many Ugandans are 
instead choosing to cohabit, 
which is ironic because 
cohabitation and marriage 
are more similar than they 
are different. 

One reason for this 
i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n 
cohabitation over marriage 
is reportedly an intrinsic fear 
of  divorce in an age where 
divorce is so common. Here 
are the top ten reasons 
p e o p l e  h ave  g ive n  f o r 
choos ing  cohab i ta t ion 
instead of  marriage. 

Because I love spending 
time with him/her. 

This does sound like a 

good reason, especially if  the 
young couple is financially 
constrained.

2. Because I wanted to 
find out how much work 
he/she would do around the 
house before deciding about 
marriage. 

While many men think 
t h i s  w a y  b e c a u s e  o f  
traditions, some modern 
women lately demand that a 
man does some housework 
too. The days of  a man 
s i t t i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  a 
newspaper while the woman 
does housework seem to be 
coming to an end. 

3. So that we could have 
more daily intimacy and 
sharing. 

Okay, we aren't here to 
judge. 

4. Because I wanted to 
test out our relationship 
before deciding whether to 
marry him/her. This is 
another way of  saying that 

you wanted to test-drive 
before deciding if  this is the 
one you want. Wrong on so 
many levels. 

5. Because I had doubts 
about us making it for the 
long haul. 

This is so ironic, though. 
If  you have doubts about a 
long-term relationship, why 
cohabit? Wouldn't a one-
n igh t - s tand  se r ve  tha t 
purpose? LOL. 

6. Because I wanted a 
trial run for marriage. 

Rehearsals always make 
s e n s e  b e f o r e  a  b i g 
performance. Who is to say 
marriage isn't performance? 

7. Because I knew I 
wanted to spend the rest of 
my life with him/her. 

This is probably steeped 
in the idea that a wedding 
must cost millions, in which 
case the lack of  money 
causes people to cohabit as 
they save for a wedding. 

8. Because I want to 
m a k e  s u r e  w e  a r e 
compatible before deciding 
about marriage. 

People really like test-
driving. 

9. Because we were 

t's not every time you Iwait for your partner to 
make the first move.
Not only has it been 

claimed that the average male 
thinks of  sex at least once in a 
day, men have also been 
known to initiate sex twice as 
much as women do! 

Also a lot of  women do 
n o t  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e 
initiating sex, because of  
social conditioning that has 
led them to believe that being 
the sexual aggressor renders 
them a 'slut' or a 'whore,' and 
for people with such mindset, 
to  ini t ia te  sex is  to  be 
subjected to shame and 
ridicule. 

These  reasons  have 
somewhat made it 'natural' 
that men should be the ones 
to always initiate sex and get 
every happy hour started. 

F o r  w o m e n  i n 
relationships and marriages, 
though, you can't afford to 
think this way. 

Letting your man initiate 

sex all the time, and refusing 
to take the lead is not good 
enough. You need to learn to 
take the bull by the horn. And 
this is not something to 
begrudgingly do occasionally 
or once in a blue moon. 

You have to become 
comfortable enough to do 
t h i s  a s  m a n y  t i m e s  a s 
possible. 

One reason for this is that 
while men have no qualms 
making the moves on you for 
sex, it gets to a stage where 
they can't decipher if  you 
really want to do it, or if  you 
are just doing it because they 
want to do it. 

And really, this could 
douse the sexual spark in that 
marriage or relationship. Sex 
is better when both partners 
have a confidence that that's 
what the other person wants 
at that moment. 

Secondly, men also want 
to feel wanted. It is mind-
blowing for many when they 
are  chased  and  openly 

desired. 
So, when you leave sexy 

messages on the bathroom 
mirror about what awaits him 
in the bedroom later at night 
and actually make the move 
on him, it does a lot of  good 
for that sex life of  that 

o you have been dating 

Sfor some years and now 
think that it's time to get 

hitched? Well, don't be in 
such a rush. Because it is 
possible that you are not 
ready for marriage yet. Before 
you plight your troth to your 
boo, read through these signs 
to determine if  you are ready 
for marriage or not: 

1. You have secrets 
If  you still keep secrets 

from each other, then it's 
crystal clear that you are not 
ready for marriage. The last 
thing you will want is to be in 
a marriage full of  secrets. 

2. You don't trust your 
partner 

It's trust that makes 
people keep secrets from each 

other. If  you don't fully trust 
your partner, you need to 
work on the issue first before 
heading for the altar. 

3. Divorce is no big deal 
for you 

Marriage is supposed to 
be a lifetime affair. If  you are 
getting married with the 
mentality of  leaving later if  
things don't work, don't get 
married yet. You need to be 
so sure that you want to 
spend the rest of  your life 
with that person. 

4. You don't talk about 
money 

T h e  m o n e y  t a l k  i s 
probably the most difficult to 
have in a relationship. But if  
you still don't know your 
partner's financial situation, 

please don't get married yet. 
They could be in serious 
debts and this may strain your 
marriage later. 

5. You fight frequently 
Even the most adorable 

couple fights. But if  you can't 
remember the last time you 
stayed without fighting with 
your partner, something is 
wrong. Especially if  you are 
always arguing over the same 
thing, don't get married yet. 

6. You are not over your 
ex 

I f  y o u  a r e  a l w a y s 
fantasizing about your ex, 
make sure you get over them 
first before tying the knot. 
Otherwise, the very ex will be 
the very reason as to why 
your marriage will fall apart. 

relationship. 
Again, covertly/actively 

asking for sex from your 
partner is good for his ego 
and the overall happiness in 
that relationship or marriage. 

While every woman is 
meant to know this, it is more 

important for women in 
relationships and marriages 
as it could be the difference 
between having a healthy 
sexual life and having one 
that's lukewarm and boring. 

ep, if  your period Yoften ranks as one 
of  your best sex 

weeks of  the month, you are 
in fine company.

Aunt Flo is in the house, 
and while she brought along 
PMS and cramping (major 
buzzkills), she also brought 
another (much, much more 
fun) guest to the party: 

B u t  w h y  d o  y o u 
suddenly need to get it on 
the minute you bust out the 
tampons? Despite many 
wo m e n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e 
phenomenon, science still 
isn't quite sure. 

Before delving into your 
off-the-charts sex drive, a 
little biology lesson: “A 
female menstrual cycle 
involves the cyclical rise and 
f a l l  o f  e s t r o g e n , 
progesterone, testosterone, 
and DHEA,” says Adeeti 
Gupta, M.D., an ob-gyn 
and founder of  Walk In 
GYN Care. 

All of  those hormones 
play an important role in 
your sex drive. While we 
k n o w  t h e r e ' s  a  l i n k , 
scientists aren't totally sure 
how your cycle impacts 
your sex drive. 

In a study published in 
Hormones and Behavior, 
researchers explored the 
connection in a group of  
undergraduate women. 
They measured hormone 
l e v e l s  o v e r  t w o  f u l l 
menst r ua l  cyc les,  and 
compared the results to 
daily journals where the 
participants recorded sexual 
activity and feelings of  
friskiness. 

The researchers found 
that changing levels of  
estrogen and progesterone 
had serious sex drive side 
effects. Likely because, 
“estrogen promotes libido 
a n d  d e s i r e,”  ex p l a i n s 
Gupta. “Progesterone is a 
stabilizing hormone that 
suppresses libido.” 

Before that time of  the 
month, all those hormones 
reach a heightened state. 
But right before your period, 
they crash, says Nan Wise, 
P h . D . ,  a  c o g n i t i v e 
neuroscientist and certified 
sex therapist. “During week 
one of  your period, when 
you're bleeding, estrogen 
starts a steady climb,” she 
says. 

This moment during 
y o u r  c y c l e  c a n  b e 
particularly ripe for gotta-
have-it-now desire. “During 
and right after the period is 
when progesterone”-the 
hormone that suppresses 
your  sex  dr ive -" i s  the 
lowest,” explains Gupta. 
Meanwhile, your desire-
boosting estrogen levels are 
building up, making a case 
for increased horniness. 

That said, based on 
hormones  a lone,  your 
period probably isn't the 
peak of  your sexual desire. 
Research shows that your 
fluctuating hormone levels 
prime you to be the horniest 
around ovulation-about 
half-way through your cycle 
or two weeks after your 
period. 

That means there could 
be other factors playing into 
your friskier-than-normal 
feelings during your period, 
says Wise. 

“Some women report 
that if  they masturbate or 
have sex, the sense of  the 
pelvic congestion or the 
m e n s t r u a l  c r a m p s  i s 
relieved,” she explains. Sex 
and orgasm can decrease 
stress and help ease any 
PMS pain-two things you 
might be subconsciously 
craving during that time of  
the month. 

Feeling horny during 
your period may also just 
come down to individual 
differences, says Wise. 
“Women might like sex 
more or a whole lot less in 
t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e 
depending on their physical 
comfort,” she says. For 
some women, when they're 
bleeding and crampy, the 
last thing they want is sex-
however, some women 
want sexual activity for 
relief.” 

The bottom line: If  you 

don't feel particularly horny 

during your period, don't 

worry-nothing is off. But if  

you do suddenly feel sex-

crazed, the most likely 

culprit is your naturally 

shifting hormone levels. 

Feel free to send your 

ovaries a thank you card. 

spend ing  mos t  n ight s 
together anyway. 

This is some honest stuff  
right here. Why waste so 
much transport moving back 
and forth every other night 
when you could save that 

money by staying? 
10.  Because i t  was 

inconvenient to have some 
of my stuff at my place and 
some at my partner's. 

Seems legit. 

Friday 3 - Saturday 4 June, 2022  

Reasons people give for choosing to cohabit over marriage 

Why you're so intensely horny
on your period

Women, this is why you should learn to initiate s*x more
in your relationship 

Signs that you are not ready to get married 
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idney disease can Kaffect your body's 
ability to clean your 

blood, filter extra water out 
of  your blood, and help 
control your blood pressure. 
It can also affect red blood 
cell production and vitamin 
D metabolism needed for 
bone health.

The kidneys are two 
bean-shaped organs. Each 
kidney is about the size of  a 
fist. Your kidneys filter extra 
water and wastes out of  your 
blood and make urine. 

ou will be amazed by Ythe enormous beauty 
benefi ts  pineapple 

comes with aside from its 
health benefits l ike good 
d i g e s t i o n  a n d  b o o s t i n g 
immunity. 

Pineapple is good for your 
overall health, but what makes 
this fruit special is what we will 
come to in this article; its 
beauty benefits. 

This fruit is rich in vitamins 
and minerals like potassium, 
copper, manganese, calcium, 
sodium, and magnesium are 
also found in pineapples. 

Enhance the richness your 
skin by drinking, eating, and 
topically applying pineapple 
juice on a regular basis is a 
powerful. It is a proven way for 
you to achieve; clear, radiant 
skin. 

Pulse.com.gh brings you 5 
incredible things pineapple 
does to your skin. 

Combats aging 
Stay looking 'younger' and 

fresher by eating pineapples 
regularly. It slows down the 
a g i n g  p r o c e s s  w i t h 
an t iox idant s  and  a lpha -
hydroxy acids its rich in. 

Minimizes Dark Spots 
P i n e a p p l e  i s  r i c h  i n 

ascorbric acid with is very 
effective in fading scars and 
d a r k  s p o t s .  S i m p ly  d a b 

he duration of  an Terection depends on 
s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s , 

including age, overall health, 
and sexual activity. Studies 
suggest that a penile erection 
can normally last anywhere 
from a few minutes to about 
half  an hour. On average, men 
have five erections a night 
while they're sleeping, each 
lasting about 25 to 35 minutes. 

What is an erection? 
An erection is the most 

obvious sign of  sexual arousal 
for those with penises, and it's 
important for healthy sex life. 
It's a physical response to 
chemical reactions in the 
body. 

E r e c t i o n s  a r e 
c o m p l i c a t e d ,  e a c h  o n e 
requires your heart, lungs, 
hormones, nerves, blood 
vessels, and mood to work 
together. One missed reaction 

in this chain can lead to 
erectile dysfunction or other 
problems with your sexual 
functioning. 

How do erections work? 
During sexual arousal, 

tiny blood vessels in the penis 
dilate, increasing blood flow. 
Three tubes of  spongy tissue 
( k n o w n  a s  t h e  c o r p u s 
caver nosum and cor pus 
spongiosum) fill with blood, 
and an erection occurs. 

After ejaculation, the 
extra blood drains away, and 
the penis reverts to its flaccid 
size and appearance. Then 
your penis enters a rest or 
refractory period before it can 
get hard again. 

Types of erections 
There are three different 

types of  erections: 
Re f l ex ive  e r e c t i o n s 

h a p p e n  s p o n t a n e o u s ly, 
without thinking about sex.

Psychogenic erections 
occur in response to sexual 
stimuli, memory, or fantasy.

Noctur nal  erect ions 
happen during sleep.

What affects erections? 
Erection time is a range 

because no one has sat and 
timed thousands of  men to try 
to figure out exactly how long 
the average erection lasts, 
down to the second. It would 
b e  a  d i f f i c u l t  s t u dy  t o 
undertake because many 
variables can affect how long 
an erection lasts, including: 
age, health problems.

S i d e  e f f e c t s  o f 
medications

L e v e l  o f  s e x u a l 
stimulation or arousal

S e x u a l 
activity—whether you're 
masturbating or having sex.

Mental state—whether 
you are trying to become 

aroused vs. a surprise erection 
at work.

H o w  t o  i m p r o v e 
erections 

If  you find that you're 
having difficulty getting an 
erection, your erections aren't 
as firm as you'd like, or they 
don't last long enough for 
satisfying sex, you might have 
erectile dysfunction or ED. 
But these few things can help 
you fight ED. 

Foreplay
You might be having 

erection issues because your 
head isn't in the game, or 
you're not sufficiently in the 
mood. Being stressed or 
distracted can affect the 
quality of  your erections. 
Slowing things down and 
spending  more  t ime on 
foreplay might help. 

Lifestyle changes
Your erections will be 

best when you're healthy. 
Making s imple  l i fes tyle 
changes, such as getting 
regular exercise and eating a 
healthy diet, might be enough 
to improve ED. 

Avo i d  a l c o h o l  a n d 
smoking

Drinking too much and 
using tobacco products can 
definitely affect the quality of  
your erections. Smoking can 
also lead to blood vessel 
damage and ED. It's best to 
drink in moderation and avoid 
tobacco altogether. Open 
communication with your 
partner 

Talking openly with your 
partner about your sexual 
likes, dislikes, and fantasies 
can keep sex in a long-term 
relationship more exciting. 
Try not to bring conflicts into 
the bedroom—relationship 
issues can certainly contribute 
to ED. 

pineapple juice on your dark 
spots, leave on for five minutes, 
then rinse if  off  with lukewarm 
water. 

Blasts acne away 

To get rid of  dark acne and 
pimples, it is recommended 
that one should rub the slices of  
pineapple over these black 
spots. 

Clearer Complexion 
P i n e a p p l e s  c o n t a i n s 

pineapple fruit  enzymes 
(proteolytic plant enzymes) 
that remove dead skin cells 
and brighten your skin. 

Aids wound healing. 

P i n e a p p l e  h a s 
antioxidant; vitamin C can 
help prevent damage to skin 
cells caused by free radicals. It 
may help promote wound 
healing by supporting the 
production of  new skin cells. 

family history of  kidney 
failure.

You can protect your 
kidneys by preventing or 
managing health conditions 
that cause kidney damage, 
such as diabetes and high 
blood pressure. The steps 
described below may help 
kee p  your  whole  body 
healthy, including your 
kidneys.

During your next medical 
visit, you may want to ask 
your health care provider 
about your kidney health. 
Early kidney disease may not 
have any symptoms, so 
getting tested may be the only 

on salt and added sugars. 
Aim for less than 2,300 
milligrams of  sodium each 
day. Try to have less than 10 
percent of  your daily calories 
come from added sugars.

Choose foods that are 
healthy for your body 

Make physical activity 
part of your routine

Be active for 30 minutes 
or more on most days. If  you 
are not active now, ask your 
health care provider about 
the types and amounts of  
physical activity that are 
right for you. Add more 
activity to your life with these 
tips to help you get active.

Aim for a healthy weight
If  you are overweight or 

have obesity, work with your 
health care provider or 
dietitian to create a realistic 
weight-loss plan. View more 
weight control and physical 
activity resources to help you 
get and stay motivated.

Get enough sleep
Aim for 7 to 8 hours of  

sleep each night. 
Stop smoking 
If  you smoke or use other 

tobacco products, stop. Ask 
for help so you don't have to 
do it alone. 

Limit alcohol in take
D r i n k i n g  t o o  mu c h 

alcohol can increase your 
blood pressure and add extra 
calories, which can lead to 
weight gain. Limit yourself  
to one drink per day if  you 
are a woman and two drinks 
per day if  you are a man. 

Explore stress-reducing 
activities

Learning how to manage 
stress relaxes, and cope with 
p rob lems  can  improve 
emotional and physical 

Kidney disease means your 
kidneys are damaged and 
can't filter blood the way they 
should.

You are at greater risk for 
kidney disease if  you have 
diabetes  or  high blood 
pressure. If  you experience 
kidney failure, treatments 
include kidney transplant or 
d ia lys i s.  Other  k idney 
problems include acute 
kidney injury, kidney cysts, 
kidney stones, and kidney 
infections.

You are more likely to 
develop kidney disease if  you 
have diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease or a 

way to know your kidneys 
are healthy. Your health care 
provider will help decide 
how often you should be 
tested. 

See a provider right away 
if  you develop a urinary tract 
infection (UTI), which can 
cause kidney damage if  left 
untreated.

Ways to prevent having 
chronic kidney disease:

 Make healthy food 
choices

Choose foods that are 
healthy for your heart and 
your entire body: fresh fruits, 
fresh or frozen vegetables, 
whole grains, and low-fat or 
fat-free dairy products. Eat 
healthy meals, and cut back 

health. Physical activity can 
help reduce stress, as can 
mind and body practices 
such as meditation.

Manage diabetes, high 
blood pressure, and heart 
disease

If  you have diabetes, high 
blood pressure, or heart 
disease, the best way to 
protect your kidneys from 
damage is to

Kee p  b lood  g lucose 
numbers close to your goal. 
C h e c k i n g  y o u r  b l o o d 
glucose, or blood sugar, level 
is an important way to 
manage your diabetes. Your 
health care team may want 
you to test  your blood 
glucose one or more times a 
day.

Keep your blood pressure 
numbers close to your goal. 
The blood pressure goal for 
most people with diabetes is 
below 140/90 mm Hg

Take all your medicines 
as prescribed. Talk with your 
health care provider about 
cer ta in  b lood pressure 
medicines,  cal led ACE 
inhibitors and ARBs, which 
may protect your kidneys. 

To help prevent heart 
attacks and stroke, keep your 
cholesterol levels in the target 
range. There are two kinds of  
cholesterol in your blood: 
LDL and HDL. LDL or 
“bad” cholesterol can build 
up and clog your blood 
vessels, which can cause a 
heart attack or stroke. HDL 
or “good” cholesterol helps 
remove the “bad” cholesterol 
from your blood vessels. A 
cholesterol test also may 
measure another type of  
blood fat called triglycerides.

Silent killer: Kidney disease
By Glory Ugochukwu

Incredible things pineapple does to your skin 

How long can the average man stay erect?



I  w a l k e d  i n  o n 
employees having sex and 
I think there's a sex club in 
my office

 am the operations Imanager of  a customer 
service team of  about 

10-12 members. Most of  
the team members are right 
out of  school and this is 
their first professional job 
and their ages range from 
22-28. I am about 10 years 
o lde r  than  a l l  o f  my 
employees. We have a great 
team and great working 
relationships. They all do 
great work and we have 
established a great team 
culture.

We l l ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  
months ago, I noticed 
something odd that my 
team (and other employees 
in the building) started 
doing. They would see each 
other in the hallways or 
break room and say “quack 
quack” l ike a duck. I 
assumed this was an inside 
joke and thought nothing 
of  it and wrote it off  as 
playful silliness or thought I 
perhaps missed a moment 
in a recent movie or TV 
show to which the quacks 
were referring.

Fast forward a few 
months. I needed to do 
some printing and our 
printer is in a room that can 
be locked by anyone when 
it is in use (our team often 
has  la rge  vo lumes  o f  
printing they need to do 
and it helps to be able to 
sort things in there by 
yourself, as multiple people 
can get their pages mixed 
up and it turns into a mess). 
The door had been locked 
the entire day and this was 
around noon, and the 
manager I have the key to 
the door in case someone 
forgot to unlock it when 
they left. I walked in, and 
there were two of  my 
employees on the couch in 
the copier room having sex. 
I immediately closed the 
door and left.

This was last week and 
as you can imagine things 
are very awkward between 
the three of  us. I haven't 
addressed the situation yet 
because of  a few factors: 
This was during both of  
their lunch hours. They 
were not doing this on the 
c lock  ( they  had  bo th 
clocked out, I immediately 
checked). We have an 
understanding that you can 
go or do anything on your 
lunch that you want, as 
long as you're back after an 
hour. Also, these people are 
adults and old enough to 
make their own choices.

But that's not the end of  
the story. That same day, 
after my team had left, I 

t o t a l l y ,  u t t e r l y 
unacceptable, and you 
absolutely cannot sweep it 
under the rug.

You don't need to be 
able to point to a specific 
rule in order to be able to 
say a particular behaviour 
isn't acceptable. You'll 
never be able to think of  
everything you need a rule 
for, and you definitely don't 
want to work somewhere 
that attempts that. It's 
enough to say that you 
expect people to behave 
professionally and exercise 
common sense. And it's 
perfectly acceptable to take 
people to task or you know, 
fire them for having sex in 
the office during work 
hours. (Or outside of  work 
hours, for that matter, but 
it's particularly egregious 
that it was during work 
h o u r s ,  w i t h  p e o p l e 
around.)

You've got to talk to 
them, and very soon. By 
put t ing  i t  o f f ,  you ' re 
signalling that you're okay 
with it. You need to tell 
them in no uncertain terms 
that what you saw was 
unacceptable and never to 
happen again, and you 
need to take that sheet you 
found at the printer and 
find out what on earth is 
going on with that  and put 
a clear and direct stop to it 
too.

I would call them both 
into your office and say 
t h i s :  “ I  s h o u l d  h ave 
addressed this with you the 
day it happened, but I've 
been so shocked that this 
would happen in our office 
that I've been trying to 
think about what I can 
possibly say to you. What I 
walked in on the other day 
i s  unacce p tab l e.  You 
c a n n o t  u n d e r  a n y 
circumstances engage in 
sexual behaviour in this 
office. Doing that during 
that work day when co-
workers are around — 
regardless of  whether or 
not you were clocked in is 
wildly unprofessional, and 
gives me serious pause 
about your judgment and 
professionalism.”

You also need to talk to 
your other team members, 
since you have reason to 
think that people are having 
sex all over your office. For 
points.

Partners near wedding 
with unresolved issues

Dear Oma:
I  am engaged to a 

wonderful woman who has 
a busy life. We met online 
18 months ago and felt an 
instant connection. She has 
a 7year-old daughter whom 
I adore so much. We live 

I f  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r 
re la t ives  in  the  a rea , 
perhaps she could stay 
temporarily with them. Of  
course, if  Chidi has a job, 
he will have to contribute 
f i n a n c i a l ly  u n t i l  s h e 
becomes independent. In 
the meantime, encourage 
her toward self-sufficiency 
by helping her familiarize 
h e r s e l f  w i t h  p u b l i c 
transportation, which she 
c a n  u s e  t o  s e e k 
employment.

M y  h u s b a n d ' s 
drinking habit is putting 
the family at risk and 
marriage in doubt 

D e a r  O m a ,  M y 
husband of  20 years are 
having issues because of  his 
d r i n k i n g  h a b i t  w h e n 
socializing. He has been 
going out once a week after 
work for  three hours, 
during which he drinks and 
then drives home. He tells 
me he has a couple beers, 
but his tab and his face tell a 
different story.

W e  h a v e  t h r e e 
teenagers who see his 
behaviour, and it sets a bad 
example. My other worry is 
that he may take the kids 
somewhere after he gets 
home from his weekly 
outing. I have instructed 
them not to let Dad take 
them anywhere on Fridays 
(his regular bar day). I have 
also asked him not to drive 
them anywhere on Fridays. 
I make sure I work from 
home on that day, but all of  
this doesn't  seem like 
enough, and I want him to 
stop.

I have thought about 
divorce for this and other 
reasons, but I worry his 
drinking would get worse. 
I've also considered doing 
an intervention with family. 
I'm at the end of  my rope 
and ready to do something, 
but what is the next step? – 
From Racheal 

A d v i c e :  S t e p  o n e 
should be to call a family 
meeting with his brothers if  
he has any, this would 
likely help him by involving 
family, however, some 
persons will strongly be 
against this ideal but it is 
necessary. Your next step 
will be to figure out what 
divorce may mean for you 
a n d  y o u r  c h i l d r e n 
financially. Once you have 
that information, tell your 
husband -- while he is sober 
and you are calm that you 
have reached your limit 
and, unless he is willing to 
quit drinking, you are going 
to leave him. See how he 
reacts and, if  nothing 
changes, follow through.

My Wife Asked Me to 
Destroy Evidence of Her 

was wrapping up and 
putting a meeting agenda 
on each of  their desks for 
our meeting the next day. 
Out in broad daylight on 
the guys desk (one of  the 
employees I had caught in 
the printing room) was a 
piece of  paper at the top 
that said “Duck Club.” 
Underneath it, it had a list 
of  locations of  places in 
and around the office 
followed by “points.” 25 
points – president's desk, 10 
points – car in the parking 
lot, 20 points – copier 
room, etc.

So here is my theory 
about what is going on (and 
I think I am right). This 
“Duck Club” is a club 
people at work where 
people get “points” for 
h a v i n g  s e x  i n  t h e s e 
locations around the office. 
I think that is also where the 
quacking comes into play. 
Perhaps this is some weird 
m a t i n g  c a l l  b e t w e e n 
members to let them know 
they want to get some 
“points” with the other 
person, and if  they quack 
b a c k ,  t h e y  m e e t  u p 
somewhere to “score.” The 
two I caught in the copier 
r o o m  I  h a v e  h e a r d 
“quacking” before.

I  k n ow  t h i s  i s  a l l 
extremely weird. I wasn't 
even sure I wanted to write 
you because of  how weird 
this seems (plus I was a 
little embarrassed). I have 
no idea what to do. As I 
mentioned above, they 
weren't on the clock when 
this happened, they're all 
adults, and technically I 
broke a rule by entering the 
copier room when it was 
locked, and would have 
never caught them if  I had 
obeyed that rule. The only 
company rule I can think of  
that these two broke is 
using the copier room for 
other purposes, preventing 
someone else from using it.

I would love to know 
your opinion on this. I tend 
to want to sweep it under 
the rug because I'm kind of  
a shy person and would be 
extremely embarrassed to 
bring it up.

Advice: 
What?! The bad news is 

that I think you're really, 
really off-base in how 
you're looking at this.

This is not at all like last 
week's letter about the co-
worker who had sex in a 
private hotel room after 
work hours. This is people 
having sex in the office 
while people around them 
are working. It's not okay. It 
doesn't matter if  they were 
on a break or that the door 
was locked and you weren't 
supposed to walk in. It's 

five hours apart and see 
each other every three 
weeks.

My concern is that we 
talk only once or twice 
during the week and maybe 
text once a day. It is not 
enough for me. I have 
expressed how I feel, but I 
think she's just too busy. 
She plans on moving in 
wi th  me once  we are 
m a r r i e d .  I  r e c e n t l y 
purchased a brand-new 
home. Because she is so 
involved in her family's 
lives, I can't see her leaving 
them to live with me. What 
should I do? From Gabriel

Advice: You and your 
fiancee need to have a 
s e r i o u s ,  i n - d e p t h 
conversation about how 
t h i s  w i l l  w o r k .  I t  i s 
important you two clarify 
how she plans to divide her 
time between you and her 
family because, right now, 
you are getting the short 
end of  the stick. Of  course 
the 7year old girl will live 
with you? Because you 
aren't getting what you 
need from this relationship 
despite the fact that you 
have explained what your 
needs are, it may be time to 
rethink this romance.

Nature of  couple 's 
relationship is revealed

Dear Oma:
My husband's sister and 

her husband, "Chidi," 
recently moved to the same 
town we live in. I adore her, 
and she has become a close 
friend. We weren't able to 
get to know each other 
during the beginning of  my 
marriage because we lived 
so far apart.

Since they moved here, 
s h e  a n d  C h i d i  f i g h t 
constantly. Every time they 
do, Chidi wants her to 
come stay with us. I don't 
m i n d  a n  o c c a s i o n a l 
overnight stay, but he wants 
her to move in with us! The 
problem is she has no 
income of  her own and 
she's totally dependent on 
him.

I don't feel comfortable 
getting in the middle of  
their business. We can't 
afford to take her in and 
take care of  her, but she has 
nowhere else to go. What 
should I do? We can't put 
her out on the street. Ada 
from Ogun state

Advice: Your sister-in-
law and brother-in-law 
have not been fighting only 
since they moved to your 
community. It appears they 
have had severe marital 
problems that weren't dealt 
with wel l  before they 
arrived. It's time for your 
husband to become more 
involved and talk with both 
of  them.

Secret Past. I Didn't
This is my wife's second 

m a r r i a g e.  S h e  h a d  a 
daughter from that first 
marriage, and we have 
adult children of  our own. 
That first marriage was 
abusive, and my wife's 
sister helped her to escape. 
When she divorced and left 
her husband, she also left 
her child and has never 
tried to trace or contact her. 
She finds the whole subject 
very painful, so much so 
that she waited to tell me 
u n t i l  j u s t  b e f o r e  o u r 
wedding when she could 
no longer keep the secret. I 
think she came close to 
leaving me rather than have 
to do that. I have respected 
her pain and kept the secret 
through over 30 years of  
marriage. In particular, our 
kids have no clue their 
mom was married before or 
that they have a sister. The 
only evidence was a sealed 
cardboard box with a few 
pictures, in our closet. It 
kept coming along on 
moves,  never  opened. 
Recently, we realized that it 
would be bad for that box to 
be  d i scovered  by  our 
c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  n o 
explanation, after we were 
gone. She asked me to 
dispose of  the box, and I 
did … but I hedged and 
scanned  some  o f  the 
photos of  her and her 
daughter and secured them 
so that no one but me can 
access them. All of  this has 
me rethinking things. I am 
well aware that genetic 
testing has the potential to 
bring this to light at any 
point in the future. It would 
be easiest, and maybe best, 
to let sleeping dogs lie, but 
there's a part of  me that 
thinks our kids should hear 
it from us, and really from 
my wife, as I can tell them 
little beyond the bare facts. 
However, my wife would be 
hard, or maybe impossible, 
to convince, and I don't 
want to open her wounds 
unnecessarily. I would love 
your  thoughts  on the 
mat ter.  From Uduak, 
Calabar

Advice: Tell your wife 
t h a t  y o u  l i e d  a b o u t 
disposing the box, show her 
the files, and delete them 
i m m e d i a t e l y  i f  s h e 
instructs you to. This is not 
a decision you should make 
on your wife's behalf  and 
against her stated wishes. I 
can understand that this is a 
difficult secret to keep and 
that you feel uncomfortable 
at the possibility that your 
children may find out 
someday. But the actions 
you've taken in some ways 
make it more likely that 
they'll find out.
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Friday 3 - Saturday 4 June, 2022  Page 17



Friday 3 - Saturday 4 June, 2022  Page 18

oday, lawyers, educators, TIgbo scholars in different 
disciplines and many 

other scholars even in the fields 
of  political science write, speak 
and discuss a lot of  Equity and 
Jus t i ce.  Actua l ly  in  Igbo 
mythology, this simply means 
Equity and Justice. It is indeed 
unfortunate that those we see as 
scholars of  Igbo culture and 
tradition tend to forget this 
important aspect of  our cultural 
life, which is very prominent in 
legal system. This needs to be 
understood fur ther in this 
discussion.

What is Ofo na Ogu? It 
s imply means Equity and 
Justice. Today, we have seen 
almost disappearance of  many 
cultural  practices and the 
depreciation of  those significant 
practices which have helped the 
Igbo nation organise itself  in 
almost every aspect of  Igbo life. 
Before now, the society was 
h i g h l y  o r g a n i s e d  a n d 
systematically administered. 
Then, common misbehaviors 
were very absence in Igbo man's 
life. 

There was nothing like 

armed robbery, stealing and 
confiscation of  people's land and 
indeed the practice of  common 
crimes were not part of  Igbo 
man's way of  life. Then in towns 
and communities, there was the 
practice of  law and order. For 
example, farmers cultivate and 
left their farm produce in the 
farm until the next farming 
s e a s o n ,  exc e p t  t h o s e  f o r 
i m m e d i a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n . 
Similarly, domestic animals 
such as sheep and goats were 
allowed to move freely without 
today's strict restriction of  those 
domestic animals.

The existence of  yam barns 
to protect millions of  yam and 
coco yam seeds was just to 
p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  b e i n g 
chopped off  by the wondering 
domestic animals. This practice 
gave rise to the existence of  
building of  yam and coco yam 
barns. 

Then and only then, people 
cultivated the habit of  not 
stealing things that do not 
belong to them. In order to curb 
these misbehaviors, there was 
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e 
administration of  justice where 

suspects were brought to a local 
gathering, judged, convicted or 
freed of  such offences. Those 
found guilty could be given 
different punishments such as: 
made to run around the market 
naked while marketers hooted at 
him sometimes spat at and threw 
rubbish and sands at such a 
person. 

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  s u c h 
execution of  such punishment, 
the culprits were sometimes 
given a number of  months or 
years to be of  good behavior. On 
more serious offence, culprits 
could be banished from the 
c o m m u n i t y  i n t o  d i s t a n t 
communities with sever wanting 
not to return to his original 
community.

Then and only then, other 
sanctions such as given some 
h a r s h  a n d  h a r d  l a b o u r 
p u n i s h m e n t ,  t o  d o  s o m e 
community services such as the 
c l e a r i n g  o f  f o r e s t  w h e r e 
members of  the community 
could farm to do harsh labour 
s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  f o r  t h e 
community, for the chief  of  the 
community, head of  the kindred, 
family or clan. Sometimes, 

suspects were asked to take a 
community oath on dreadful 
deities and given one year to die 
or be free depending on the 
o f f ence  and  pun i shment . 
Therefore Ofo na Ogu means the 
process of  adjudicating justice.

As already specified, Ofo na 
Ogu is a process of  adjudication 
of  justice in traditional fashion. 
In this wise Ofo na Ogu is 
process through which an 
accused could exonerate himself  
or herself  accused of  any offence 
in the community setting. 

Unfortunately, today, if  one 
has a misunderstanding with 
another citizen, one could be 
asked to swear with the name of  
those powerful deities such as 
Amadioha (goddess of  thunder) 
which is then, believed to be very 
effective in administering instant 
justice.

Over and over, an accused 
could be sentenced to beating of  
Ofor on him, believing that if  he 
is guilty, something harsh would 
happen to him before a long 
time, such as falling from a tree, 
bitten by a snake or dies through 
an accident such as drowning in 
a river, falling from a tree etc. In 

this instance, i t  would be 
concluded that he was guilty of  
the accusation.

Unfortunately and painfully 
too, but to others fortunate by 
the advent of  Christianity, most 
of  these local practices which 
were not fetish or connected to 
idolatry worship gradually 
disappeared. In this  case, 
without doubt, Christianity 
went too far in making our 
people abandon those practices 
which helped to check excesses, 
criminals and miscreants in the 
society have disappeared on the 
alter of  Christianity. Of  course, 
today, in the adjudication of  
legal justice, offenders or the 
accused will be asked to take an 
oath. This means that both legal 
a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  j u s t i c e 
recognized oath tasking as part 
of  justice. After all, on regular 
basis people still swear in 
different fashions to exonerate 
themselves from regular or 
minor  accusa t ions  e i the r 
interpersonally or in order 
gatherings. 

Who says that Ofo na Ogu 
is not a natural way of  pursuing 
Equity and Justice.

The significance of Ofo na
Ogu in Igbo culture 
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eymar scored two 

Nc a l m l y  t a k e n 
penalties as Brazil 

fired a World Cup warning 
with a 5-1 thrashing of  South 
Korea in Seoul on Thursday. 

T h e  P a r i s  S a i n t -
Germain forward scored his 
72nd and 73rd goals for his 

ottenham chief, Fabio TParatici, is keen on 
Juventus midfielder 

Weston McKennie.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

Football.london, Paratici held 
talks with the representatives 
of  McKennie at the start of  
the year, over what has been 
desc r ibed  a s  a  d i sc re te 
summer deal.

There has been plenty of  

s p e c u l a t i o n  l i n k i n g 
Tottenham with midfield 
targets including the likes of  
Christian Eriksen (Brentford) 
and James Ward-Prowse 
(Southampton).

But Paratici is said to be a 
'big fan' of  McKennie and 
held talks in January over a 
potential move.

Those early talks will 
stand Spurs in good stead 

should they wish to pursue the 
Juventus midfielder this 
summer, but all depends on 
just how well those talks 
b e t w e e n  P a r a t i c i  a n d 
McKennie's representatives 
went.

Even before news of  
those discussions, Spurs were 
being strongly linked with the 
23-year-old, before they 
s n a p p e d  u p  R o d r i g o 
Bentancur instead.

erman international, 

GAntonio Rudiger has 
joined Spanish and 

European champions Real 
Madrid from Chelsea, the two 
clubs confirmed on Thursday. 

The 29-year-old centre-
back, who was out of  contract 
at Chelsea, has signed a four-
year deal in the Spanish 
capital, Real announced. 

In a statement on their 
official website, Madrid said 
Rudiger would be unveiled at 
a press conference at the club's 
training ground on June 20. 

He is currently with the 
Germany squad for a series of  
U E FA  N a t i o n s  L e a g u e 
matches, with Hansi Flick's 
team playing Italy away on 
Saturday and then taking on 
England and Hungary before 
facing Italy again on June 14.

Rudiger, who started his 
professional career at VfB 
Stuttgart, spent two seasons at 
Roma before joining Chelsea 
in 2017 for a reported £29 
million ($36.4m). 

In his time at Stamford 
Bridge, Rudiger notably won 
the FA Cup in 2018 and the 
Europa League in 2019, 
although he didn't play in the 
latter final.

He then helped Thomas 
Tuchel's side to win the 
Champions League last year. 

“We b id  f a rewe l l  to 
Antonio Rudiger as he departs 
Stamford Bridge with his 
Chelsea contract expiring, 
bringing to a close his five 
trophy-filled years with the 
club,” the London side said in 
a statement. 

Rudiger joins a Real side 

who are fresh from winning 
the Champions League by 
beating Liverpool 1-0 in last 
weekend's final in Paris. 

He will compete with 
Eder Militao, David Alaba 
and Nacho Fernandez for a 
slot in the heart of  the Real 
defence. 

Brazil, ranked number 
one in the FIFA rankings, 
fielded a strong side and 
looked dangerous almost 
from the opening seconds 
with a header by Thiago Silva 
wiped out by on an offside 
call. 

Brazil took advantage of  
p o o r  S o u t h  K o r e a n 
defending to take the lead on 
seven minutes. 

Alex Sandro was left 
open as he charged into the 
left side of  the box and he set 
up Fred for a shot from close 

he Nigerian female Tb a s k e t b a l l  t e a m , 
D'Tigress have been 

kicked out of  the 2022 FIBA 
Women's Basketball World 
C u p  a f t e r  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government withdrew all 
teams from international 
competitions. 

D'Tigress had qualified 
for the World Cup billed for 
Sydney, Australia, starting in 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  a f t e r 
defeating France and Mali in 
the Group B of  the FIBA 
Women's Basketball World 
C u p  2 0 2 2  Q u a l i f y i n g 
Tournament in Belgrade. 

FIBA's decision comes 
after the deliberations with 
t h e  N i ge r i a  B a s k e t b a l l 
Federation to see how the 
decision could be rescinded 
for the defending African 
champions to represent the 
continent. 

The global basketball 
body stated that Nigeria was 
withdrawn from participating 
in the tournament due to the 
fa i lure  of  the NBBF to 
c o n f i r m  N i g e r i a ' s 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e 
tournament.

Mali, who Nigeria beat 
in  the 2021 AfroBasket 
Women's Championship final 
to clinch their fifth title, will 
now replace the D'Tigress as 
Africa's representatives, being 
the second-ranked team in the 
group. 

FIBA's statement reads 
in par t ,  “In subsequent 

communications with the 
NBBF, and despite FIBA's 
request, it has become clear 
that against the circumstances 
created by the government's 
decision, the NBBF is unable 
to confirm its participation in 
the FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022. 

“Given the multiple strict 
deadlines that cannot be 
postponed in order to ensure 
the successful staging of  a 
major international event 
(visa procedures, schedules, 
ticket sales, accommodations, 
friendly games, preliminary 
r o s t e r s ,  f l i g h t  t i c k e t s , 
accreditations, etc.) and to 
protect the integrity of  the 
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  F I BA 
Executive Committee has 
decided as follows: 

“Nigeria's withdrawal 
from the FIBA Women's 
Basketball World Cup 2022 is 
confirmed.

“Mali, as the next ranked 

anchester United Ma r e  r e p o r t e d ly 
confident they can 

c l o s e  a  £ 5 0 m  d e a l  f o r 
Barcelona midfielder Frenkie 
De Jong to replace outgoing 
Paul Pogba.

United are said to have 
opened talks with the Catalan 
giants about a possible deal 
with new boss Erik ten Hag to 
bring in midfielders.

However, the 25-year-old 
may need more persuasion to 
leave than Barca to let him go 
after declaring earlier this 
week that he is at his 'dream 
club'.

T h e  f i n a n c i a l l y 
handicapped Spanish club has 
to make cutbacks and boss 
Xavi would be willing to let 
the Dutch midfielder leave.

Although the former Ajax 
player would prefer to stay in 
Camp Nou and fight for his 
place in the selection, new 
boss Erik ten Hag would like 
to add the midfielder as a 
replacement for Pogba. The 
sun†

However, De Jong told 
ESPN earlier this week: 'I'd 
rather stay at Barcelona. 
Barcelona is just my dream 
club. Also from an early age. I 
just said it too.

“I've never regretted my 
choice despite hoping for 
more in terms of  awards than 
I've achieved so far. But I've 
never regretted my choice.'

The Dutch international 
played under Ten Hag at Ajax 
between 2016 and 2019 and 
would be available for around 
£65million if  Barca can 
replace the 25-year-old with a 
big name.

De Jong has played 47 
games for Barcelona in all 
competitions this season, 
scoring four t imes from 
midfield.

He joined Ajax from Ajax 
in 2019 for £64million, but 
players like Pedri and Gavi are 
ahead of  him in the pecking 
order, which is why De Jong 
may have to give way to allow 
Barcelona to pursue goals like 
Robert Lewandowski.

team from Group B of  the 
FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022 Qualifying 
Tournament in Belgrade, is 
invited to participate in the 
FIBA Women's Basketball 
World Cup 2022 

I t  h a d  e a r l i e r  b e e n 
repor ted that FIBA had 
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  i m p o s e 
sanct ions  fo l lowing the 
c o u n t r y ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o 
withdraw from international 
competitions for two years. 

FIBA, however, stated 
that it would announce if  
there are any further decisions 
from the body regarding 
Nigeria's withdrawal from 
international competitions. 

“FIBA will announce 
whether there will be any 
other decisions related to the 
NBBF's participation in other 
FIBA competitions and any 
p o t e n t i a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y 
measures in due course,” the 
statement concluded. 

Neymar's status for the 
match had been up in the air 
after he suffered a right foot 
injury during training on 
Wednesday, but he was the 
star of  the show on a night 
when Richarlison, Philippe 
Coutinho and Gabriel Jesus 
all scored.

Lee Yong was called for a foul 
on Sandro inside the box and 
after a video review Neymar 
stepped up, calmly putting his 
p e n a l t y  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  
goalkeeper Kim. 

N e y m a r  s c o r e d  h i s 
s e c o n d  p e n a l t y  o n  5 7 
minutes, once again rolling 
the ball to Kim's left, before 
Coutinho and Jesus added 
gloss to the scoreline with 
two well-taken strikes. 

Brazil will next play 
Japan in Tokyo on Monday, 
while South Korea host Chile 
on the same day. 

country to close in on Pele's 
record of  77 for Brazil. 

Neymar also upstaged 
South Korean captain, Son 
Heung-min, the joint Premier 
League Golden Boot winner, 
who was kept quiet by a 
rampant Brazil at a packed 
Seoul World Cup Stadium. 

range.  The Manchester 
United midfielder misfired, 
but the ball took a fortuitous 
bounce to Richarlison, whose 
scrapy effort deflected in off  
goalkeeper, Kim Seung-gyu. 

B o r d e a u x  f o r wa r d , 
Hwang Ui-jo levelled the 
score for the hosts on the half-
hour mark, turning and firing 
it in off  the left post. 

But  that  goal  came 
against the run of  play and 
Brazil went ahead again on 
42 minutes. 

South Korean defender, 

South Korea vs Brazil: Neymar nears Pele's record

Antonio Rudiger joins Real Madrid
from Chelsea 

Nigeria kicked out of basketball
World Cup

Man United sure to land
Frenkie De Jong

Tottenham chief, Paratici in talks for Juventus
midfielder, McKennie

Neymar

Rudiger

McKennie

Pele
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lexandre Lacazette 

Ai s  s e t  t o  l e a v e 
Arsenal for a return 

to his hometown club Lyon 
after nearly five years in 
North London.

Lacazette joined the 
Gunners in 2017 from Lyon 
for a then club-record fee of  

helsea have set their 

Ct e r m s  f o r  I n t e r 
M i l a n  t o  t a k e 

Romelu Lukaku on-loan.
Having re-signed him 

for a record fee and put him 
on wages of  £200,000-a-
week plus with a big image 
rights package, it will be a 
difficult deal and package 

for Inter.
Inter have already 

made overtures to 
L u k a k u ' s 
representatives and 
r e p o r t s  i n  I t a l y 
suggest that they have 
held talks.

The figures being 
d i s c u s s e d  w o u l d 

mean a huge £20m loan fee 
for the first year with a fixed 
price of  around £65m 
written into the deal for him 
to sign permanently in 2023, 
according to the Mirror.

Lukaku would a lso 
potentially have to take a 
wage cut to get the deal 
done.

ist of  possible players Lleaving is long and 
one of  the priorities 

is to finally solve Umtiti's 
future.

N i c e  c o u l d  b e  t h e 
solution. The French side 
are ready to sign the centre-
back if  he's allowed to leave 
for free, according to a report 
in lequotidiendusport.

They have sounded out 
the player's camp to try and 
reach an agreement with 

Barça for him to rescind his 
contract mutually and then 
they would be able to bring 
him in for nothing.

The Ligue 1 side are 
ready to offer him a basic 
w a g e  w i t h  v a r i a b l e s 
depending on performance.

Barça are ready to play 
their part and will listen to all 
offers for the defender. The 
club want to cut Umtiti 
loose, although they would 
also be open to a loan move.

£46.5m bettering the £42.4m 
paid for Mezut Ozil in 2013.

Subject to confirmation, 
the 31-year-old will leave the 
Emirates Stadium with a 
s o l i t a r y  F A  C u p  t o 
consol idate  an  overa l l 
disappointing stay at the 
club.

Highly sought after 
f o l l ow i n g  a  b r e a k - o u t 
campaign with his boyhood 
team, finishing Ligue 1 top 
scorer and winning Player of  
the Year in 2014/15, the 
France international was 
expec ted  to  he lp  then 
manager Arsene Wenger 
push his side back into the 
big time.

He made an instant 
impact at the club, scoring 
just 94 seconds into his 
Premier League debut in a 4-
3 win over Leicester City 
before notching in his next 
two home games.

n t e r  M i l a n  l e g e n d IChristian Vieri has urged 
English Premier League 

side, Liverpool, to sign 
Napoli's Victor Osimhen as a 
potential replacement for 
Sadio Mane. 

Man has been heavily 

linked with an exit from the 
Anfield outfit with Bayern 
M u n i c h  h i s  p o s s i b l e 
destination. 

Osimhen is equally no 
s t r a n g e r  t o  t r a n s f e r 
s p e c u l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e 
Nigerians being linked with 

several  European clubs 
ahead of  next season. 

Osimhen had a fantastic 
2021/22 season at Napoli, 
scor ing  18  goals  in  32 
appearances  across  a l l 
competitions.

The 23-year-old was also 
named the Italian Serie A 
Most Valuable Player for U-
23 footballers last season and 
has been one of  the most 
sought-af ter  s t r ikers  in 
Europe ahead of  the transfer 
w i n d o w  w i t h  A r s e n a l 
believed to be leading the 
r a c e  f o r  t h e  N i g e r i a 
international. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
calcionapoli24.it, an Italian 
publication, Vieri believes 

Osimhen's style suits that of  
the Premier League side and 
has urged the Reds to sign the 
Nigerian as replacement for 
Mane. 

“If  I'm Liverpool I'm 
going to get Osimhen from 
Napoli,”the Italian legend 
was quoted as saying. 

“Everyone in Klopp's 
team runs, they go at a 
thousand per hour, it would 
be perfect.” 

Osimhen's contract is set 
to expire on June 30, 2025, 
although Napoli is said to be 
open to proposals in excess 
of  €110. 

Manches te r  Uni ted , 
Chelsea and Arsenal have all 
been linked with a move for 
the former Lille striker. 

In jur ies  eventua l ly 
s l owe d  t h e  f a s t  s t a r t , 
however, and eventually 
defined an underwhelming 
per iod  in  the  Premier 
League.

Lacazette's best season 
in an Arsenal shirt came in 
the 2018/19 season with 
him named Supporters' 
Player of  the Season after 
scoring 13 Premier League 
goals, one less than his best 
output in that of  his debut 
season.

Goals failed to come as 
easy in his final campaign, 
finishing with a meagre 

return of  4 goals helped only 
by a tally of  7 assists.

T h e  l a t t e r  i s 
representative of  the player 
Lacazette has developed 
into,  with the creat ive 
aspects of  his game now 
more pertinent.

Following club-captain 
and striker partner Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang's 
d e p a r t u r e  i n  Ja nu a r y, 
Lacazette became the most 
senior member of  a young 
dressing room and saw him 
handed the armband after 
the turn of  the year.

A failure to rise to the 

responsibi l i ty  af forded 
resulted in him losing his 
place to youngster Eddie 
Nketiah who provided a 
greater potency in front of  
g o a l  t h a n  h i s  s e n i o r 
teammate.

M i s s i n g  o u t  o n 
Champions League football 
with the focus of  his side's 
p rob lems  be ing  in  h i s 
position provided a bitter 
end to an indifferent yet 
honest and hard-working 
stint with Arsenal

Lacazette has accepted 
half  of  his current salary to 
return to his homeland as a 
free agent upon his contract 
expiry this summer, as 
quoted by L'Équipe.

UEFA Nations League
18:00 Hungary – England—Un 
2.5
20:45 Italy – Germany—X2
15:00 Armenia – Ireland—X2
20:45 Montenegro – Romania—2
18:00 Gibraltar - North 
Macedonia—X2
20:45 Czech Republic – 
Spain—X2
20:45 Turkey - Faroe Islands—1X

Africa Cup of Nations
18:00 D.R. Congo - Gabon – 1x
18:00 Gambia - South 
Sudan—Un 2.5
18:00 Niger – Tanzania—Un 2.5
21:00 Algeria – Uganda-- 1
21:00 Mali – Congo—1X
21:00 Senegal – Benin—1
21:00 Egypt – Guinea—1X
21:00 Mali – Congo—1X

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Alexandre Lacazette set for Lyon  return

Osimhen perfect for Liverpool – Vieri

Nice interested in Barcelona outcast Samuel Umtiti

Chelsea set hefty Lukaku terms for Inter Milan

OsimhenLukaku

Umtiti

Lacazette


