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Group to partner Enugu govt, security agencies to fight crime
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News

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he youth of  Asa land, 
in Ukwa West Local 
Government Area on 

Thursday called on Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu to make 
move against the killings by 
suspected Fulani herdsmen 
or watch crisis escalate be-
yond repair. 

The call came, following 
the recent killings of  two per-
sons by suspected herdsmen 
at Umuorie, Asa in Ukwa 
West Local Government 
Area of  Abia State. The 
youths under the umbrella 
of  the Asa Liberation Move-
ment (ALM) has called on 

Herdsmen killings in Asa: Youths warn 
Ikpeazu to act now or...

the state government to act 
before the area is engulfed in 
heavy crisis. 

ALM said that the de-
ceased identified as Mrs 
Nwanyieze Ogbonna and 
Chimezie Nwaobilor hail 
from Umuachigide and 
Umuagbudu Umuorie re-
spectively and were kid-
napped and killed by Herds-
men on the 18th of  June, 
2022 and killed. 

ALM, which is a body of  
Asa Youths frowned at what 
it called the protection Fu-
lani Herdsmen received from 
the military at 144 Battalion 
Asa, adding that anytime 
they attack the villagers, they 

run into the military bar-
racks and the army will pro-
tect them. 

In a release signed by its 
President, Hon. Emeka Adi-
ele, Secretary, Uju Ihunan-
yachukwu and Charles 
Samankwe, the Publicity 
Secretary, the group con-
demned the kidnapping 
incidence and the wanton 
repudiation of  lives and 
properties by the Herdsmen. 

ALM leadership also not-
ed that Asa land, a once 
peaceful and serene environ-
ment suitable for cultivation 
of  all kinds of  agricultural 
produce, and business ad-
ventures, has been infiltrated 

and bastardized by Herds-
men through a forceful ac-
quisition of  some portions 
of  land by the State Govern-
ment for the cattle market. 

They said that as a matter 
of  urgency and in a bid to 
forestall total relative peace, 
it, therefore, appeals to the 
State government to note 
that the Asa people are very 
peaceful and hospitable to all 
stranger elements, but not to 
the detriment of  their lives. 

 ALM made the following 
demands, “That we are tired 
of  our coexistence with the 
Fulani Community whose 
intent is to rape, kill and 
destroy our lives and prop-
erties. “We task Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu to sanc-
tion the Fulani Herdsmen/
Community to vacate all our 
bushes and its surroundings From Chuma Austin, 

Enugu 

C
hairman of  the Na-
tional Association 
of  E-hailing trans-

port Operators, Enugu State 
branch, Mr. Ugochukwu 
Agu, has expressed the asso-
ciation’s readiness to partner 
with the state government 
and security agencies for 
crime prevention in the state.

Agu who was elected 
Chairman of  the association 
in an election held yesterday 
in Enugu,  said his associ -

ation was disturbed by the 
growing level of  crime in the 
state, vowing to work closely 
with the authorities and var-
ious security agencies as cab 
drivers are major security 
stakeholders.

He also pledged to ensure 
that the welfare of  the mem-
bers of  the association is giv-
en priority under his leader-
ship.

According to him, “We 
have over 300 members and 
there are issues that we are 
still discussing. Issues that has 
to do with welfare and right 

price and security which we 
are still discussing with our 
partners; Uber and Bolt. We 
would work to have a cordial 
relationship with govern-
ment.

“I have the intention to 
visit the commissioner of 
Police, the GOC 82 Divi-
sion of  the Nigerian Army 
and then the Commissioner 
of  Transport because drivers 
are major stakeholders in the 
issue of  security. If  you want 
to know what is happening 
in any society, look for cab 
operators. They know what 
is happening in town.

Enugu govt collaborates with NSIA on
upgrade of State Medical Diagnostic Centre
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has said his 

administration would col-
laborate with the Nigerian 
Sovereign Investment Au-
thority (NSIA) for the up-
grade of  the State Medical 
Diagnostic Centre, Enugu, 
to a comprehensive Diag-
nostic and Oncology (Can-
cer) treatment Centre.

Ugwuanyi who spoke 
through his Commissioner 
for Health, Dr. Emmanuel 
Ikechukwu Obi, said that 
the State Executive Council 
(EXCO), sequel to the col-
laboration agreement, has 
approved the evacuation 
of  the existing equipment 
in the Diagnostic Centre, 
as requested by the Nige-
rian Sovereign Investment 

Authority, to enable it take 
over the health facility. 

Dr. Obi added that the 
State Executive Council 
also approved that the evac-
uated equipment will be put 
to good use at ESUT Teach-
ing Hospital, Parklane, 
Enugu and other hospitals 
in the state. 

The Health Commission-
er revealed that the state 
government “sees a greater 
opportunity for more effi-
cient services to its citizens 
and beyond through this ad-
ministration. 

In another development, 
Governor Ugwuanyi yes-
terday inspected the ongo-
ing massive projects at the 
permanent site of  the newly 
established State Univer-
sity of  Medical and Ap-
plied Sciences (SUMAS), 
Igbo-Eno, Enugu State, 
recently licensed by the 

with immediate effect to 
avert inevitable lapses. 

“While commending se-
curity agencies for restoring 
peace and order, it also tasks 
the  Governor, in his all-in-
clusive sanction, to direct 
the 144 Battalion to release 
any suspected Fulani Herder 
in their custody to the State 
Government for possible 
eviction.”

We task the youths to be 
vigilant, especially in this 
precarious time of  poli-
ticking and always report 
any suspected invaders/un-
known faces in their commu-
nities to the nearest Police 
Station while urging them 
to go about their daily busi-
nesses as normalcy has been 
restored.”

Going forward, ALM 
said, “We are tired and we’re 

calling our governor to come 
in and talk to the soldiers at 
144 Battalion before things 
will escalate to the level 
where nobody can control it.

“We warn that henceforth, 
any attack on anyone living 
in Asa by Fulani herdsmen, 
we’ll declare total war on the 
herdsmen in our land. 

“We also call on Abia 
State Government to instruct 
the military to vacate Obehie 
market to enable people 
to go about their business-
es. For the past three days 
there’s been no movement at 
Obehie. 

“People cannot go about 
their businesses or even go 
out or look forward to eat-
ing. For the past three days, 
the army blocked Obehie. 
Let them vacate Obehie im-
mediately.”

National Universities Com-
mission (NUC).

Ugwuanyi, who charged 
the contractors on speedy 
completion of  the projects, 
received assurance from the 
site Engineer of  the firm 
handling the construction 
of  the access and internal 
roads in the University, 
Ferotex Construction Com-
pany Limited, that the road 
project will be completed in 
record time, and according 
to specification.

The governor was accom-
panied on the inspection by 
the Chairman of  Udenu 
Local Government Area, 
Hon. Solomon Izuchukwu 
Onah, his deputy, Hon. 
Gideon Tochukwu Eze, 
and the former Chairman 
of  Udenu Local Govern-
ment Area, Hon. Frank 
Ugwu.

Alleged organ trafficking: UK Court denies Ekweremadu,
wife bail, adjourns case to July 7

Assembly member named PDP 
guber running mate in Abia 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

B
arr. Okey Igwe, 
member represent-
ing Umunneochi 

constituency in Abia State 
House of  Assembly has 
been emerged the running 
mate to Prof Uche Ikonne 
of  Abia PDP.

Igwe’s choice as the run-
ning mate was announced 
by Abia State chapter PDP, 
through the Deputy Chair-
man, Abia North, Chief  
Amah Abraham.

Chief  Abraham, who is 
also the acting publicity 
secretary of  the party in the 
State, explained that Barr 

Okey Igwe successfully un-
derwent screening by the 
National Working Commit-
tee (NWC) of  PDP in Abu-
ja, before being named the 
number two man to Ikonne.

He described Okey Igwe as 
“a man of  integrity”, adding 
that the House of  Assembly 
member was picked by his 
party after ‘very exhaustive 
consultations of  nerves to 
balance the power equation 
in Abia State.”

Amah predicted total vic-
tory for PDP in 2023 polls in 
Abia, based on the caliber of  
credible candidates, accord 
to him, which the party has 
assembled.

Barr Okey Igwe is cur-

rently the House of  Assem-
bly member representing 
Umunneochi State constitu-
ency before and was the ex-
ecutive Chairman of  Umun-
neochi LGA from 2016 to 
2019.

He fails from Isuochi, 
the most populous clan in 
Umunneochi LGA in Abia 
North Senator district and 
younger brother to oil and 
gas mogul, Chief  Odinaka 
Igwe of  Mainland Oil and 
gas.

Before the latest develop-
ment, it was believed that 
Chief  John Okiyi Kalu,the 
Commissioner for Trade 
and Investment in Abia 
State who hails from Abriba 
kingdom in populous Oha-
fia LGA would be picked 
for the number two role.

he trial of  former TD e p u t y  S e n a t e 
P r e s i d e n t ,  I k e 

Ekweremadu and his wife, 
Beatrice Ekweremadu has 
been adjourned to July 7.

T h e  L o n d o n 
Metropolitan Police earlier 
on Thursday said it had 
arrested and charged the duo 
for conspiring to bring a child 
t o  t h e  U K  f o r  o r g a n 
harvesting.

A t  t h e  U x b r i d g e 
Magistrates' Court, they 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges, according to a Daily 
Mail report.

 “These are serious 
allegations and these matters 
are now adjourned until 7 
July back here at Uxbridge,” 
Magistrate Lois Sheard said.

Ms Sheard remanded 
both defendants into custody 
ahead of  their hearing next 
month.

Meanwhile, the police 
said the child involved in the 
m a t t e r  “ h a s  b e e n 
safeguarded and we are 
w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h 
pa r tne r s  on  con t inued 
support.”

A source who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity, said 
Ekweremadu's child has 
been suffering from a kidney 
d i s e a s e  a n d  n e e d e d  a 
transplant.

The source said a donor 

was gotten and sent to the 
UK for investigation with the 
aim of  providing a kidney.

However, the source said 
the kidney did not match that 
of  Ekweremadu's child.

Subsequently the donor 
was scheduled to return to 
Nigeria.

However, according to 
the source, the donor refused 
to return to Nigeria and 
instead reported to the UK 
police to seek asylum.

According to reports, the 
prosecutors at the court 
Thursday afternoon, said the 
Ekweremadus' were being 
charged for bringing a 15-
year-old boy from Nigeria to 
the UK with the claim that he 
was to be given a better life in 
the UK but was actually to 
har vest  his  organ.  The 
prosecutors told the court 
that  the former Senate 
P r e s i d e n t  p r o c u r e d  a 
passport for the boy and 
claimed he was 21 years old 
but they discovered that he 
was 15 years old. 

The prosecutors also told 
t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e 
E k w e r e m a d u s '  h ave  a 
daughter who has a kidney-
related disease and has been 
on dialysis for quite some 
time. They told the court that 
it is believed that the plan was 
to use an organ from the boy 
on thei r  daughter  who 

appears to need a kidney 
transplant.

Ekweremadu and his 
wife had separate legal 
representations and prayed 
the court to release them on 
bail but their prayer was 
however dismissed by the 
Magistrate. The couple has 
surrendered their passports 
to the UK government.

The couple was arrested 
at Heathrow airport, on their 
way to Istanbul, Turkey and 
according to the prosecutors, 
it is believed that they were 
on their way to procure 
another organ as they were 
unable to harvest the organ 
of  the boy. The prosecutors 
also stated that $20, 000 was 
found on Mr. Ekweremadu.

The stroke that botched 
the intended organ harvest 
came when the boy truthfully 
disclosed his age to the 
doctors at the Royal Free 
hospital in the UK. The 
doctor reportedly canceled 
the procedure. The boy was 
taken from family who 
according to the prosecutors 
treated him like a slave, after 
he escaped and found his 
way to the police where an 
investigation started, leading 
to the arrest of  the couple. 

After much deliberation, 
the Magistrate ordered their 
remand in custody till July 7 
for the next hearing on the 
case.



Ebonyi APGA guber candidate, 
Ben Odoh promises massive 
youth employment

News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Com-
munity and Social 
Development Agen-

cy (ANCSDA) have formal-
ly kicked-off  the Orientation 
and Enrollment of  Labour-in-
tensive Public Workfare 
(LIPW) beneficiaries across 
the 21 LGAs in the State un-
der the Anambra State COV-
ID-19 Action Recovery and 
Economic Stimulus (AN-
CARES) Programme. 

News Echo reports that the 
LIPW is one of  the compo-
nents of  AN-CARES Pro-
gramme being implemented 
in the State by ANCSDA. 
Its Objective is to provide im-
mediate employment oppor-
tunity in the social sector, to 
address the emergency con-
straints of  loss of  labour-in-
come among the poor and 
vulnerable households as a 
result of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The event which took place 

at Abagana, Njikoka Local 
Govt Area on Wednesday is 
targeted to enrol one thou-
sand seven hundred and fifty 
five vulnerable, skilled and 
unskilled youths in Anam-
bra.

In his opening remarks the 
General Manager ANCS-
DA, Mr Chudi Mojekwu, in 
welcoming all the beneficiar-
ies informed them that the 
criteria for selection of  ben-
eficiaries were unemployed 
youth and women selected 
from the State Social Regis-
ter (SSR) whose age must be 
between 18 and 45years and 
with education qualification 
of  SSCE or below.

He informed that part of  
the duties of  LIPW Bene-
ficiaries is to diligently per-
form the assigned work at 
least 4 hours daily and 5 days 
a week, work harmonious-
ly with the leader and oth-
er members of  the team to 
achieve the objective of  the 
programme, to attend and ac-
tively participate in Life skill 

HON Commissioner Ministry  Of Economic Planning Budget & Development, Mrs Chiamaka Nnake delivering  the Keynote address at 
the Orientation and Enrollment of 1755 persons under AN-CARES Programme in Anambra.

trainings on designated days 
and among others.

According to him, it is part 
of  the Soludo’s solution and 
promise to Mdi Anambra to 
create job opportunities for 
the youths. 

Mr Mojekwu however, 
stressed that the programme 
as newly introduced has 
posed some challenges such 
as low motivation from tar-
gets beneficiaries. He noted 
that there is Orientation on-
going to inform the people 
on what we intend to do and 
achieve.

In her address on-behalf  
of  the State Government, the 

HC MEDP, Mrs Chiamaka 
Nnake, disclosed that the tar-
gets of  LIPW in the State are 
unemployed and unskilled 
youths and women with edu-
cation qualification of  SSCE 
or below who according 
to her have lost Labour-in-
come owing to the impacts 
of  COVID-19 pandemic. 
She informed that the LIPW 
is very well in line with the 
Transformation Agenda of  
Mr. Governor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Charles Soludo. It is 
part of  “Soludo Solution”, 
a Solution that is fundamen-
tally focused on creating a 
prosperous future for the 
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youths, empowering them to 
function and be productive. 
The HC noted that since the 
primary needs of  the youths 
are jobs, jobs and more jobs 
even if  temporary, the Solu-
do administration is setting 
aside over Sixty-five million 
naira (N65, 000,000) as ini-
tial grants to be transferred to 
deserving youths and women 
under the LIPW.

In their seperate speech-
es, Mrs Orjiako Ekene from 
Ukpo, dunukofia local gov-
ernment area and Mrs Evelyn 
Nneke from Enu-Abomimmi 
Enugu ukwu thanked the 
governor for providing such 
opportunity for them at the 

community level. “I appreci-
ate Soludo becuase we really 
suffered during the Covid, 
food was scare and we lost 
our jobs, even death of  loved 
ones. I also give God the glo-
ry for this privilege given to 
us. I intend to make judicious 
use of  the finance to ensure 
my family is taken care of”, 
Mrs Nneke, added.

Other highlights of  the 
event were the orientation 
and enrollment of  the LIPW 
Beneficiaries which involved 
the registration, and data-cap-
turing by the Payment Service 
Providers (PSP) which is the 
paying bank for the LIPW.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi state gover-
norship candidate of  
the All Progressives 

Grand Alliance, APGA, in 
the 2023 elections Prof  Ben 
Odoh has promised to create 
employment opportunities 
for the youths in the state if  
elected Odoh who made this 
known while interacting with 
Journalists in Abakaliki on 
what he intends to achieve 
said his government would 
treat business owners as part-
ners in progress and create 
the enabling environment for 
investors to create jobs for the 
people of  the State.

Odoh who used the occa-
sion to announce Dr Nka-
ta Chuku, from Okposi in 
Ohaozara Local Government 

Area as his running mate for 
the election said hostile envi-
ronment has been responsi-
ble for business failure in the 
state and pledged to reverse 
the trend if  elected governor 
in 2023.

He noted that most of  the 
big investments in the State for 
the past 16 years were owned 
by the State Government and 
lamented that the business 
were not viable on inception, 
and blamed the government 
for not creating a business 
friendly environment for in-
vestors.

“Globally, Government is 
rated by their capability to 
create jobs for citizens, the re-
verse is the case here, inciden-
tally and we also know why 
that hasn’t happened.

“One of  the strongest en-
ablers for job creation is ease 

of  doing business, in many 
nations, Government con-
tributions to GDP is about 7 
percent, 

“The other 90 percent comes 
from businesses and SMEs, in 
Ebonyi today, our ranking for 
ease of  doing business is 34 
out of  36 states, which means, 
this environment is very hos-
tile to business, 

“Ease of  contract enforce-
ment, if  you have issues 
around contract and you want 
to go and get justice from the 
judiciary, we are ranked 34 
again, right of  will from Gov-
ernment, we are also ranked 
about 33.

“So the indices is why we 
are in the situation we found 
ourselves, one of  the things 
we are committed to doing is 
to reverse the trend, we must 
make Ebonyi State to rank 

ANCSDA flags off enrolment of Labour 
Intensive Public Workfare in 21 communities 

in top 5 States on the ease 
of  doing business scale, that 
way, investors will be willing 
to come here”. Odoh said.

The former Secretary to the 
state government lamented 
over taxes imposed on busi-
nesses in the State which he 
claimed had led to the clo-
sure of  many businesses in 
the State and said his Gov-
ernment would encourage 
businesses with incentives 
with less taxation on business 
owners.

“If  we don’t encourage 
SMEs and big businesses to 
do business here with less 
harassment, less taxation, 
best business friendly laws, 
we cannot play host to busi-
ness owners, and if  we can’t 
play host to business owners, 
investment here will continue 
to diminish,” he explained.

Labour Party ‘ll attract 
infrastructure to Okigwe
North - Onuoha
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Labour Party candi-
date for Onuimo/Isiala 
Mbano/Okigwe Fed-

eral Constituency in the 2023 
election, Hon. Chikwem 
Onuoha, says he will attract 
infrastructure such as elec-
tricity, portable water, road, 
healthcare, as well as engage 
youths on meaningful skills, 
assist women financially to 
set up small scale business or 
improve trading in order to 
reduce poverty, suffering, vul-
nerability, crime and insecuri-
ty in the area.

Onuoha gave the assurance 
when he addressed youths of  
Okigwe North Federal Con-
stituency who reside in Ower-
ri metropolis on Wednesday 
at the Dreamland Hotel Ow-
erri.

He said Labour Party is 
a mass movement which is 
gearing to rescue the people 
from bad governance and 
political shenanigan through 
internal democracy rooted 
in rule of  law, constitution 
and godliness, stressing that 
“there is ongoing revolution 
aimed at effecting positive 
change in Okigwe North, 
Imo State and beyond. Our 
effort to rebuild our society 
via politics is gathering tsuna-
mic momentum. Every youth 
of  Okigwe North, Imo State 
should join in the revolution 
to salvage humanity”.

Promising that he will not 
fail his people if  they elect 

him to represent them in the 
House of  Representatives 
in 2023 because he is a pure 
democrat, a charismatic poli-
tician who believes in human 
capital development, On-
uoha recounted that he has 
singlehandedly done a lot of  
verifiable projects for his com-
munity including the church, 
urging youths to take the bull 
by the horn to emancipate 
themselves from hardship, 
shackle of  poverty and take 
what belongs to them by ob-
taining their Permanent Voter 
Card, PVC, which he said is 
the only weapon to vote out 
corrupt politicians and in-
competent rulers who are the 
major cause of  the woes of  
the people who produce the 
wealth of  the state.

“Labor Party has the big-
gest political structure in the 
country. There is an on-going 
mass movement which is seri-
ously metamorphosing into a 
peaceful revolution to reclaim 
the lost dignity of  humanity 
in the federation. Peter Obi 
is the only candidate with 
requisite political, economic 
and educational experience to 
rescue the people. Peter Obi is 
the answer. 

We are lucky to have him. 
We should rise to back Okig-
we North Federal Constitu-
ency and Imo State roundly. 
Vote for people with the spirit 
of  good will, good govern-
ance, truth, benevolence, love 
and patriotism”, Onuoha 
added.
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Editorial

 633-page book on the 2014 

ANational Conference, titled: 
The National Conversation: 

Interests and Intrigues that shaped the 
2014 National Conference written by 
two media professionals, Akpandem 
James and Sam Akpe, who were also at 
the Conference Secretariat.Akpandem 
James, one of the authors in a statement 
on Wednesday said former President 
Goodluck Jonathan will chair the 
presentation of a book on the 2014 
National Conference with Professor 
Bolaji Akinyemi who the Deputy 
Chair man of  the 2014 National 
Conference, wrote the Foreword to the 
book which will be presented to the 
public at, NICON Luxury Hotel, 
Abuja.He added that a review of the 
book will be done at the event by the 
Director, Institute of Legislative Studies 
and recently appointed Director, Abuja 
Leadership Centre, University of Abuja, 
Prof. Philip Afaha who was until 
recently Head of Department of History 
a n d  D i p l o m a t i c  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e 
university.Aside former President 
Jonathan, other principal players in the 
b i r t h i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  o f  t h e 
Conference like former Secretary to 
Government of the Federation, Senator 
Anyim Pius Anyim, GCON, the INEC 
Chairman, Prof. Mahmood Yakubu; 
Conference Secretary, Dr Mrs Valerie 
Azinge; Dr Akilu Indabawa who was in 
charge of  Conference Proceedings, 
delegates to the Conference, top 
politicians and journalists, business 
l e a d e r s,  s c h o l a r s  a n d  h e a d s  o f 
development agencies, among others, 
have confirmed their availability for the 
event.The book, according to the 
authors is done in three sections. Section 
one contains the build-up analysis, 
including the road to the Conference, 
why it was called and the overall 
agenda.Section Two dwells on issues 
that shaped the Conference including 
how the Principal Officers handled the 
project; background to the composition 
of delegates and the contentious issue of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  wo m e n  a t  t h e 
conference – their antecedents and roles; 
h ow  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  r u l e s  a n d 
procedures were fashioned out; the issue 
of voting and the 50 Wise men; the 
contentions that trailed the consensus 
groups; the ruckus over membership and 
leadership of Conference Committees; 
as well as wisecracks that tempered the 

ever rising tensions.Section Three 
contains conversations and background 
moves that shaped decisions on critical 
governance issues like Devolution of 
Power and Resource Allocation; Politics 
and Governance; Political Parties and 
Electoral Matters; National Security; 
Religion; Immunity clause; State Police; 
State creation; the contentious Land Use 
Act; the issue of Cattle Routes and 
G r a z i n g  R e s e r v e s ;  r e v i s i t i n g 
Agriculture and Water Resources; and 
also delegates that can be described as 
the forerunners and the potentates 
before and at the Conference.Apart 
from the front matters, the book has 105 
pages of information on the structure of 
delegates by classification and by 
regions; Committees by responsibilities, 
leadership and membership; list of 
women and classification; those who 
died during the Conference, all the 
s p e e c h e s  d e l ive r e d  a t  b o t h  t h e 
inauguration and closing ceremonies; 
and a comprehensive indexing for easy 
reference. It is delivered in both 
hardcover and paperback.On reasons for 
writing the book, James said, “About 
eight years after the 2014 National 
Conference a thought came, that some 
of the issues that characterised the 
Conference, particularly the interests 
a n d  i n t r i g u e s  t h a t  s h a p e d  t h e 
deliberations and outcomes, should be 
revisited. The idea was to look at the 
issues beyond what is already available 
to the public and what was published in 
the Main Conference Report.“The 
Conference was a fundamental step 
towards addressing weighty national 
issues that have been canvassed over the 
years by the different stakeholders in the 
country. Therefore, it was an important 
national project aimed at realistically 
examining and genuinely resolving long 
standing hurdles to national cohesion 
and inclusive development of  the 
country.“This National Conversation 
distills some of the highlights of the 
Conference proceedings, the trajectory 
of events, including moves that led to 
some of the very critical decisions, major 
contr ibut ions  by  de legates,  the 
contentions, as well as other issues that 
are not in the public domain.”We 
therefore urge the federal government of 
Nigeria under the watch of President 
Muhammadu Buhari to see the colossal 
need to implement the contents of that 
august assemblage.

2014 National Conference
re-echoes: Want of
implementation beckons...
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By Richard Odu

B
eing a nation of  faith, 
Nigeria and Nigerians 
are known to accord 
great respect to their 

priests and priestesses. In what-
ever form they come, as bishops, 
reverend fathers, pastors, canons 
and venerables, general overse-
ers, prophets, Imams, babalawos, 
eze muo, etc, they have a special 
place in the social life of  the na-
tion.
One of  Nigeria’s known cler-
gymen, Rev. Fr. Ejike Mbaka, 
the Spiritual Director of  Adora-
tion Ministries Enugu Nigeria 
(AMEN), recently, stirred the 
hornet’s nest when he picked 
up Mr. Peter Obi, a presidential 
hopeful and former governor of  
Anambra State, for gossip on a 
church forum. Fr. Mbaka had 
attacked the Labour Party presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi, de-
scribing him as stingy, and that a 
stingy man can never be the pres-
ident of  Nigeria.
 According to reports, Mbaka 
stated that if  Obi becomes pres-
ident, he would quit his ministry.

Mbaka, actually, did not say 
anything different from what 
has been said about Obi since he 
popped up his head for the apex 
position in this country. The dif-
ference, however, is that a revered 
and respected man of  God was 
echoing it this time, giving it so 
much weight, so much sem-
blance of  credibility.

Although he has been reported 
as having tendered apologies for 
the outburst against Obi, it must 
be observed that the man of  God 
strayed rather too far into the 
murky waters of  politics. Unfor-
tunately, fans of  Obi who happen 
to be real faith people, especially 
Christians of  the Catholic de-
nomination, had a hell of  a time 
deciding how best to handle the 
statement, whether to join issues 
with the reverend father or not, 
in view of  the biblical injunction 
that quotes God as saying “touch 
not my anointed and do my 
prophets no harm.” 

However, some picked up cour-
age to tell him that he had erred. 
The highly incensed ones called 
for the sack of  Mbaka as a priest. 
The dust is yet to settle over those 
comments as it led to a shutdown 
of  the Adoration ministries, 
prompting an uprising against 
the Catholic Bishop of  Enugu, 
who, it must also be noted, is one 
of  the anointed prophets of  God 
that must not be touched.

But, is Obi really stingy? Some-
one stingy can also be seen as mi-
serly, mean, penny-pinching, and 
tight-fisted. Obi, as governor of  
Anambra State, steered the ship 
of  his state for two terms and 
actually berthed the ship safe-
ly ashore. He later handed over 

Mbaka and the ‘Stingy’ Man 

to his successor, and up till to-
morrow, beats his chest, unchal-
lenged, about his astute manage-
ment of  the state’s resources. The 
money he left behind, according 
to records, was enough to help in 
building an airport in the state.

At a time it was fashionable 
among governors not to pay sala-
ries and pensions let alone gratu-
ities Obi has always asserted that 
he owed no one when he left of-
fice, not workers, not pensioners, 
not even contractors. His secret 
was that he was not extravagant 
with state funds. He flew econo-
my class and lodged in the cheap-
est hotels whenever he was on a 

state visit outside Anambra. His 
retinue was a size that was neces-
sary and manageable. He made 
investments for Anambra and 
plunged their money where it 
mattered. Education got chunks 
in schools rehabilitation, and by 
the time he left, Anambra, which 
earlier took a distant thirty some-
thing position in the school cer-
tificate examinations, came to 
the first position in all states of  
the nation.

There have been more stories 
of  prudence told about the gov-
ernment of  Obi in Anambra 
State, going to tell us that Obi’s 
traducers must have had a prob-

Fr. Mbaka

lem with vocabulary. They were 
unable to tell financial prudence 
against stinginess. These traduc-
ers, most likely, come from the 
tribe of  disappointed persons 
who revel in profligacy in gov-
ernment and flock around those 
profligate public officers looking 
for crumbs from their table.

Essentially, Mbaka’s statement 
exposes the sour point of  our un-
derdevelopment, which lies in the 
prevalent psyche of  dependence 
on an identified financial iroko 
in a community by the rest of  the 
people in the community. Some 
call it the “ranka dede” system, 
where almajiris and all members 
of  the community gather every 
morning to eat in the house of  
the “iroko” and shower praises 
on him thereafter.

The ruling class understands 
this and so, the rulers have no 
scruples when they go to the pub-
lic purse, steal as much as they 
can and distribute a fraction to 
the begging masses, taking glory 
as philanthropists.

If  Obi had been stingy in his 
private life, how would we know, 
assuming he has been keeping 
faith with the injunction given by 
Jesus Christ himself  that while 
we are engaging in acts of  philan-
thropy or charity, we should not 
let the right hand know what the 
left is doing? Of  course, Fr. Mba-
ka understands that should Obi 
go about broadcasting his phi-
lanthropy, he would be like the 
Pharisees that Christ said would 
be receiving their rewards and 
glory on earth while forfeiting 

the heavenly recognition.
Apparently, the man of  God 

is given to the surge of  emotions 
and anyone familiar with his en-
counter with Obi before the last 
elections would suspect that his 
latest “prophecy” on Obi issued 
from that encounter. At a forum 
on the Adoration ground, Fr. 
Mbaka had pushed in vain to get 
Obi to commit himself  to a stat-
ed amount of  money as donation 
to his ministry. He was so visibly 
angry that he expressed a wish, 
which he usually calls prophesy, 
that Obi, who was then standing 
as Atiku’s running mate would 
not fly in the 2019 elections.

The root of  this can be traced 
to the feudal system predom-
inant in the northern part of  
the country and most likely the 
writers of  Nigeria’s present con-
stitution as well as the structure 
of  the nation’s public wealth dis-
tribution that goes from top to 
bottom were influenced by that 
system. For that reason, nothing 
works, necessitating the calls for 
true federalism and total restruc-
turing.

Obi understands that the prin-
ciples of  enterprise are in pru-
dent management of  resources. 
That has largely governed his 
way to the top, in his private and 
public life. Perhaps some of  peo-
ple who listen to him feel he lies, 
that it is impossible to achieve 
what he claims in modern Nige-
ria. He knows it and readily tells 
them to verify.

There has to be a reversal of  
concepts, a restructuring in the 
line of  true federalism so that fed-
erating units can grow along their 
different trajectories unhindered. 
As for Fr. Mbaka, it would be 
nice for the congregation not to 
see him differently, other than the 
prophet they know him as. It is 
worrying to note that he says his 
personal wishes and opinion and 
labels them prophecies. Some of  
his prophecies are known not to 
have happened the way he hand-
ed them down. 

When he says it and it does not 
happen, the temptation is strong 
for people to see him as a false 
prophet. To his congregation 
who go wild in defence of  him, 
they must understand that the 
Catholic Church is not a cult and 
does not permit personality cult 
following. It’s not spiritually okay 
and negates Christ’s teachings. 

“Obi understands that the prin-
ciples of  enterprise are in prudent 
management of  resources. That 
has largely governed his way to 
the top, in his private and public 
life. Perhaps some of  people who 
listen to him feel he lies, that it 
is impossible to achieve what he 
claims in modern Nigeria. He 
knows it and readily tells them to 
verify”

There has to be a reversal of concepts,
 a restructuring in the line of true federalism
 so that federating units can grow along their

 different trajectories unhindered. As for
 Fr. Mbaka, it would be nice for the 

congregation not to see him differently, 
other than the prophet they know him as. 

It is worrying to note that he says his personal
 wishes and opinion and labels them

 prophecies. Some of his prophecies are 
known not to have happened the way 

he handed them down. 
When he says it and it does not happen,

 the temptation is strong for people to see
 him as a false prophet. To his congregation 
who go wild in defence of him, they must 

understand that the Catholic Church is not
 a cult and does not permit personality cult 

following. It’s not spiritually okay and 
negates Christ’s teachings 

“
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edia professionals Mand academics met 
W e d n e s d a y  t o 

discuss the financial viability 
and sustainability of  the media 
in Nigeria.

The experts spoke at a 
conference hosted by the 
In ter nat iona l  Cent re  for 
Investigative Reporting (ICIR) 
in Abuja to commemorate the 
1 0 t h  a n n ive r s a r y  o f  t h e 
organisation.

Speaking at Wednesday's 
event, the Executive Director 
and Founder of  the ICIR, Dayo 
Aiyetan, said it is imperative to 
hold a national conversation 
about the future of  the media in 
Nige r i a ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  i t s 
viability and profitability.

M r  A i y e t a n  s a i d 
We d n e s d ay ' s  e ve n t  w a s 
organised to serve as a starting 
point for the discussion. He 
called on professional bodies 
and media associations to 
organise a broader event about 
the future of  the media.

“Many news organisations 
are not profitable because of  
dwindling sales and advertising 
r e v e n u e .  M a n y  m e d i a 
companies cannot pay salaries 
and are laying off  staff. The 
m e d i a  i n  N i g e r i a  i s 
haemorrhaging,” he said, 
adding that industry leaders 
must discuss how to find 
profitable ways of  running 
media businesses.

The essential obligation of  
the media is to hold authorities 
accountable, Mr Aiyetan said 
in his opening address. “And by 
do ing  tha t ,  we  a re  on ly 
complimenting the work of  
anti-corruption agencies of  the 
government.”

He added that  publ ic 
officials should see the media as 
partners if  they are serious 
about fighting corruption 
i n s t e a d  o f  r e s o r t i n g  t o 
harassment and intimidating 
journalists.

In his submission, Bongani 
Sinqoko, who delivered the 
k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  o n 
'Sustainability Imperatives for 
African Media', acknowledged 
the fact that the media industry 
in Africa, and indeed globally, 
is experiencing existential 
challenges.

Mr Sinqoko, a strategist at 
Arena Holdings, one of  Africa's 
la rges t  Engl i sh - language 
newspaper publishers in South 
Africa, argued that to overcome 

this challenge of  sustainability, 
the media must be purpose-
driven and diversify its business 
model.

“There is much to our 
business other than selling 
adverts and subscriptions,” he 
said. “To build a sustainable 
media, you must have a clear 
purpose and pride yourself  
with competence and the 
culture of  excellence.”

He said media owners must 
d r o p  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l 
measures of  sustainability and 
innovate a way out of  the 
industry disruption facing news 
media today.

Mr Sinqoko, however, 
cautioned that all innovative 
models must not tamper with 
the editorial independence of  
the media.

The consumption pattern 
of  the news has changed with 
the advent of  social media, Mr 
Sinqoko added; hence the need 
to “transition from a news 
business to content business.”

Panelists Speak
In her submission, Kadaria 

A h m e d ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  
Radionow, said her primary 
responsibility as a journalist is 
to hold power accountable, not 
to run a business. However, “I 
am of  the opinion that content 
should be produced to enable 
me to do the job properly in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e 
accountability journalism is not 
commercially viable,” she said.

The other currency you 
need which is missing in the 

Nigerian media is trust, she 
said. “The Nigerian audience 
no longer trusts the media. As 
far as they are concerned, we 
are bought by politicians and 
the cooperates. In addition to 
that, we do a great disservice to 
ourselves because we have 
become part of  the problem of  
Nigeria.”

Our journalism must set 
the country on the right path, 
Ms Ahmed said, and the “first 
element of  sustainability that 
the media needs is for the 
country to function and that 
functionality of  the country 
depends on the role journalists 

play.”
On her  pa r t ,  Ab iga i l 

Ndisike, a professor of  Mass 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a t  t h e 
University of  Lagos, argued 
that the modern media must 
address issues of  consumer 
needs.

“You must do audience 
categorisation and auditing. 
This would help to know how 
best to reach the audience, 
whether through influencers or 
any other way. This would help 
to keep and sustain partnership 
with the audience.”

Also, Angela Agoawike, 
the CEO of  Omalicha radio, 
said that “media managers have 
to look at ways of  maximising 
what they do.”

There must be a strategy to 
manage media business and 
media as the Fourth Estate of  
the Realm, she said. That 
balance must be there for 
sustainability without pulling 
down the role of  media as the 
watchdog, she added.

Media organisations must 
come together and come up 
with a clear policy on the 
operating environment which 
includes technology among 
other factors, the don said.

Similarly, Umaru Pate, the 
Vice-Chancellor of  the Federal 
University, Kashere, Gombe 
State, said media houses must 
adopt innovative business 
m o d e l s  t o  o v e r c o m e 
sustainability challenges.

“Evolution of  the internet 
and the changes in technology 
has  changed the  content 
demand from our audience,” he 

s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
government must support the 
media with relevant policies.

“Amazon and Google are 
taking all the big adverts today. 
We can have a share of  that if  
we have a favourable policy 
from the government”, the vice-
chancellor said.

In his submission, the 
former Editor-in-Chief  of  the 
Daily Trust newspaper, Mannir 
Dan-Ali, harped on the need 
for collaboration to foster 
growth and boost engagement 
in the media industry.

The opportunities in this 
business are limitless, he said. 
“We must remain committed 
and collaborate and engage the 
market,” Mr Dan-Ali said.

In his goodwill message, 
D a p o  O l o r u n y o m i ,  t h e 
Publ i sher  o f  PREMIUM 
TIMES, congratulated ICIR on 
its ten years of  impact.

Mr Olorunyomi aligned 
himself  with previous speakers 
that called on innovative 
models to sustain the media 
business.

According to him, the 
media must see itself  as a 
producer of  technological 
products in order to operate in a 
sustainable manner.

“There is a need for us to 
build the media as a knowledge 
organisation,” Mr Olorunyomi 
said, urging the media to ensure 
proper gatekeeping to defend 
Nigeria's democracy.

“If  this  country must 
survive, the media must be an 
i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  d r i v e s 
accountability,” he said.
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Media Conference: Financial viability
and sustainability of the Nigeria media

Many news 
organisations are not 
profitable because of  
dwindling sales and 
advertising revenue. 

Many media companies 
cannot pay salaries and 
are laying off  staff. The 

media in Nigeria is 
haemorrhaging

“

“Our journalism must set the 
country on the right path, Ms 

Ahmed said, and the “first element 
of  sustainability that the media 

needs is for the country to function 
and that functionality of  the 
country depends on the role 

journalists play.

Our Conference Reporter



ig Brother 'Shine Ya BEye' Reunion has 
come and gone and 

the undoubted star of  the 
show was Liquorose.

Rosaline 'Liquorose' 
Afije was in a whirlwind 
and dramatic relationship 
with Emmanuel Umoh, 
who she met on the show. 

The relationship saw its 
untimely death but what 
d i d n ' t  e x p e r i e n c e  a n 
u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  i s 
Liquorose's style. 

Medl in  Boss  s ty led 
Liquorose throughout the 
reunion, and we have to give 
her huge props. 

Every day of  the reunion 
had its theme. Here is how 
Liquorose slew the reunion; 

Queen Rose 
For the opening night, 

she chose an emerald gown 
with a silk cape. It was a 

he stars of  the movie Twore some of  the 
love l i e s t  even ing 

o u t f i t .  H e r e  i s  h o w 
spectacular they looked.

Play network studio 
conveyed the stars of  their 
new Netflix movie, Glamour 
Girls in a private jet for the 
movie's premiere in Abuja on 
Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 

Ever since they arrived in 
Abuja, we had a peep into 
their glamorous lives in 
Transcorp Hilton, where the 
premiere took place. 

Sharon Ooja 
Sharon was a vision that 

even the angels would marvel 
at. She wore an Idiol Nupo 
that created the illusion of  
nudity. Splendid work there. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke shows that she 

certainly has a flair for the 
dramatic. She was dripping 
in all red with an exaggerated 
sleeve in this gown from Xtra 
Brides Lagos. 

Lilian Afegbai 
Lilian was glittering in 

rh ines tones.  S ty l ed  by 
Swanky Jerry, we are not a 
big fan of  the turtleneck, but 

she looks beautiful. 
Nse Ikpe-Etim 
Nse looks like the queen 

of  girls in her white suit. Our 
favorite thing about her look 
is how her hair is upswept 
and the red lipstick. 

Temisan Emmanuel 
Temisan went with a 

simple silk shirt, a tad bit 
informal but still a break 
from the norm and we loved 
it. 

Lynxx 
Rapper, Lynxx came in 

looking dashing in all black. 
Very gentlemanly. 

queen moment - it gave us 
young Queen Elizabeth. 

Nude + Mesh 
For the next look, she 

chose a combination of  
mesh, nude and stones. It 
was a beautiful look. 

White Swan 
Queening in white and 

feathers, Liquorose made a 
statement with this look, 
and we were listening. 

Simple and Vibrant 
This look is simple and 

classy. One of  my favourites. 
E s p e c i a l l y  l o v e d  t h e 
dramatic long sleeves and 
the colour of  the fabric, it 
was so vibrant. 

Edo Queen 
The theme for that day 

was traditional attire, and 
even brides don't look that 
gorgeous. A gorgeous Edo 
bride. We loved to see it. 

Moulin Rose 

Again, excellent fabric 
c h o i c e,  a n d  h a i r  a n d 
makeup were on point. The 
combination of  frills in the 
fabric, oh la la, loved it. 

Urban Rose 
For the last look, they 

were supposed to wear 
something urban and casual 
and Liquorose got  the 
memo by pairing high-
waisted jeans with a crop 
top. 

Were the heels really 
necessary? We felt a sneaker 
would be sticking to the 
theme more. 

At the end of  the show, 
L i q u o r o s e ' s  s t y l e  wa s 
certainly refreshing and one 
we loved looking forward to 
seeing because it was clear 
that she put effort into her 
looks and had excellent help. 

Friday 24 - Saturday 25 June, 2022  Page 7

Fashion Police: Liquorose's Big Brother Naija Reunion looks were all hits 

Glamourous looks from 'Glamour Girls' movie premiere
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By Jennifer John 

I
mo State governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 
has described the new-

ly installed Archbishop of  
Owerri Catholic Ecclesias-
tical Province, Archbishop 
Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji as a 
round peg in a round hole, 
who will bring his over 40 
years priesthood experience  
to bear in the discharge of  
his duties.

Uzodimma made this as-
sertion, yesterday during the 
official hand over of  lead-
ership of  the Archdiocese 
from the immediate pas t 
Archbishop, His Grace AJV 
Obinna to the new Arch-
bishop, His Grace, Lucius 
Iwejuru Ugorji, at the Maria 
Assumpta Cathedral, Ower-
ri, Imo State.

He expressed optimism 
that the new Archbishop 
will surpass the expectations 
from all quarters, including 
that of  the Holy Sea (Rome/
Pope)

He promised that as a 
Christian and a Catholic 
who have unwavering re-
spect for the church and its 
leadership, he will continue 
to partner with the church 
to offer quality service to the 
people.

In his speech, the new 
Archbishop expressed appre-
ciation to God for what he 
described as His unfathoma-
ble goodness to him. For pro-
gramming his life more than 
he could have ever imagined 
and offering him golden 
opportunities to serve Him 
and His church in different 
capacities; as a priest for 45 
years, as Bishop of  Umuahia 
for 32 years, Apostolic Ad-
ministrator of  Ahiara Dio-
cese for four years and now 
as the Metropolitan Arch-
bishop of  Owerri Ecclesiasti-
cal Province.

He extended appreciation 
to Pope Francis for finding 
him worthy of  the onerous 
task and reaffirmed his unal-
loyed loyalty and allegiance 
to the Pope as the Vicar of  
Christ and successor of  St 
Peter.

Archbishop Ugorji heaped 
praises on the outgoing 
Archbishop, AJV Obinna 
who he said made enormous  
sacrifices for the growth of  

Uzodimma describes new Owerri Archbishop
as round peg in round hole

Owerri Archdiocese and 
Owerri Ecclesiastical Prov-
ince in general. He prayed 
God to grant him good 
health, joy and interior 
peace as he commences his 
well deserved retirement as a 
highly respected Archbishop 
Emeritus

“You are leaving behind, 
very large shoes to be filled, 
but thanks to God, that as 
your successor, I have no 
ambition to step into those 
big shoes. I am coming with 
my own customized shoes”.

The new Archbishop ex-
pressed appreciation to all 
the powerful dignitaries 
who graced the occasion, 
including; Present and past 
governors, present and past 
deputy governors, Senators, 
House of  Reps members, 
Archbishops Bishops, priest 
and other church leaders, 
leaders at various exalted 
positions

Anambra: NFSEP engages PDP House of 
Rep candidate, Prince Emeka Eze
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka

N
ational Forum for 
South East Presi-
dency and its exec-

utives from Anaocha, Du-
nukofia and Njikoka LGAs 
during the week paid a 
courtesy visit to the can-
didate of  Peoples Democ-
ractic Party (PDP) Anaoc-
ha, Dunukofia & Njikoka 
Federal Constituency at his 
country home, Ukpo, Du-
nukofia LGA, Anambra 
State.

The National President 
of  the Association, Dr 
Patrick Enuneku Enuneku 
that the group’s mandate 
believes in equity, justice 
and fairness in other to 
project an Igbo president 

from a southeast extraction 
and support them to toe the 
line of  good governance.  
Dr Patrick while eulogizing 
the antecedents of  the PDP 
flag bearer noted that he is 
the man with capacity who 
can be able to represent his 
people very well at the na-
tional assembly.

Speaking shortly after 
the opening remark, the 
PDP flag bearer, Prince Dr 
Emeka Eze informed NF-
SEP delegation that he is a 
strong proponent of  2023 
S’East Presidency while 
pledging to be part of  ac-
tualisation of  the primary 
objective of  NFSEP.

He further urged with 
NFSEP delegates for 
support in his quest to 
represent Anaocha, Du-

Representatives of the NFSEP during the Courtsey visit to PDP candidate for Anaocha, Dunuko�a and Njikoka Federal Constituency, 
Hon Prince Emeka Eze (middle) at his country home Ukpo.

Opiah seeks protection of oil facilities 
from host oil communities 

Capt. Bishop Johnson a 
security expert, made the 
statement during a meeting 
on Anti-Oil Theft Sensitiza-
tion between Nigerian Agip 
Oil Company and selected 
Communities in the State.

Hon. Opiah noted that 
the protection of  oil facil-
ities will help in enhanc-
ing the revenue accrued to 
the State. He called on the 
actual landlords and the 
community leaders to en-
sure that intruders are not 

allowed to the facilities in 
their vicinities for the ben-
efit of  all.

He equally called on the 
Nigerian Agip Oil Com-
pany to improve on their 
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility in other to have a 
harmonious working rela-
tionship with their hosts.

In his remarks, the Stake-
holders Management and 
Community Development 
Division Manager, Engr. 
Chris Eke, noted that ille-

gal oil bunkering and van-
dalism are two dangerous 
trends that have dire con-
sequences on the both the 
economy and the environ-
ment.

He pointed out that de-
spite the Abaezi incident 
where many lives were lost, 
that it is disheartening to 
note that perpetrators in 
the economic sabotage  are 
back to their illicit business.

He further appealed for 
the communities to help in 

By Grace Ofurum

T
he Commissioner 
for Petroleum Re-
sources, Rt. Hon. 

Goodluck Nanah Opiah 
has called on leaders of  oil 
producing communities to 
protect oil facilities in their 
domain.

The Hon. Commissioner 
who was ably represented 
by the Permanent Secre-
tary of  the Ministry, Dr. 
Mrs. Patricia Ekennia and 

nukofia & Njikoka Fed-
eral Constituency come 
2023 general election. 
Speaking during the vis-
it, Prince Emeka Eze de-
scribed the ancestral lead-
ership in Nri kingdom as 
a very significant aspect of  
history among the Nri peo-
ple.

He bemoaned the absence 
of  federal representation 
while stating that Dunuk-
ofia have not been repre-
sented since the 24years of  
democratic dispensation in 
the Nigeria. 

The Prince however, 
called on all eligible voters, 
electorates, stakeholders of  
PDP and party faithfuls in 
the zone to ensure that there 
is inclusive representation 
at the national assembly. 

In the words of  assur-

ance, NFSEP Anaocha, 
Dunukofia & Njikoka 
LGAs represented by Engr 
Victor Ogbonna pledged to 
give massive support for the 
candidacy of   Prince Eze as 
his objective collaborates 
NFSEP Aims.

Also speaking, Director 
General, Dr Emeka Eze 
Campaign Organisation, 
Mr Christian Okpokwesili, 
expressed satisfaction over 
the visit while urging the 
NFESP to help propagate 
the PDP candidate and 
help canvass votes for his 
victory. 

Present at the event were 
the National Planning and 
Strategy Committee, Hon 
Tony Dibor, Awka South 
Coordinator, Hon Samuel 
Ogogor, among others.

reducing the activities of  
oil thieves in their commu-
nities as the inherent conse-
quences of  environmental 
pollution and degradation 
would be borne by them.

Engr. Eke also inform 
that the State’s allocation 
is also determined by the 
amount of  revenue gener-
ated from it, while noting 
that oil theft in the State is 
responsible for the low out-
put being currently record-
ed by oil firms in the State.

He encourage the com-
munities leaders to use 
proper channels of  com-
munication in reporting 
illegal activities along the 
pipelines for prompt re-
sponse while promising 
that their complaints would 
be looked into.

While speaking on the 
surveillance of  Agip oil 
pipelines, the former Dep-
uty Governor of  the State, 
Engr. Gerald Irona called 
on the state government to 
convey a summit with oil 
firms operating in the State, 
security agencies and the 
actual landlords of  the oil 
facilities in order to proffer 
solutions on way to curb 
the menace.

He further stated that 
it is unfortunate that we 
are faced with this prob-
lem, warning that if  not 
stopped, our environment 
might be worse than the en-
vironmental disaster being 
witnessed in Ogoni land.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Directors of  the 
Ministry of  Petroleum Re-
sources. Also in attendance 
were the community lead-
ers from Opuoma, Mma-
hu, Abaezi, Abacheke and 
Ezi-Orsu.Archbishop Ugorji



ASUU strike: Onyeagucha calls for closure 
of private tertiary institutions in
solidarity with public universities  

T
he PDP Senatorial 
candidate for Imo 
East Senatorial Dis-

trict, Hon Barr Uche On-
yeagucha has called for the 
immediate closure of  all 
private tertiary institutions 
in Nigeria in solidarity with 
public universities which 
have remained on strike.  

Hon. Onyeagucha made 
the call when he received in 
audience Owerri zone Stu-
dents Forum who paid him 
a solidarity visit.

In a press release by his  
Special Assistant on Media 
Prince MacDonald Enwere, 
Hon Onyeagucha described 
as unfair and unjust allow-
ing  private Tertiary Institu-
tions to be in session while 
public universities remained 
shut down for close to seven 
months as a result of  ASUU 
industrial action precipitat-
ed by the inability of  the 
federal government to meet 
up with their demands. 

“It is unfair to allow pri-
vate Tertiary Institutions 
to be in session while the 
public universities remained 
closed for more than sev-
en months. If  the federal 
government can remained 
unperturbed by allowing 
public universities to be on 
strike up to this moment, 
then private universities 
should as well be closed 
down. 

It is unfair to allow private 
Tertiary Institutions where 
children of  the rich are 
schooling, to be in session 
while only the public uni-
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versities are closed down. 
Hon Onyeagucha further 

urged the students to rise up 
and match to the streets in 
repudiation to the lingering 
industrial action by ASUU. 

He later charged the stu-
dents to demand for the 
immediate closure of  all pri-
vate Tertiary Institutions in 
Nigeria if  the Federal Gov-
ernment fails to meet with 
the conditions and demands 
of  the Academic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities. 

Hon Onyeagucha reas-
sured the Students of  his 
esteemed commitment to 
defending  the rights and in-
terests of  both the students 
and the ASUU, especially 
in ensuring that incessant 
strike actions in our Tertiary 
Institutions are reduced.

In their earlier remarks, 
the National President 
of  Owerri zone students 
Forum, Chukwuemeka 
Abraham and the National 
President of  Igbo Students 
Union, Igwe Justus Okoro, 
described Hon. Onyeagu-
cha as the only Candidate 
that can defend the interest 
of  the people of  Owerri 
zone. “Among all the Sen-
atorial candidates in Owerri 
zone, Hon Onyeagucha is 
the best and most qualified. 

He is the only Candidate 
who can stand firm to de-
fend and speak for the peo-
ple of  Owerri zone and the 
entire Igbo race. In view 
of  this, we adopt him for 
the 2023 Owerri Senatorial 
election”.

Drama as Justice Malcolm Omirhobo dresses like ‘Juju Priest’ to Supreme Court after court ruling permitting hijab.

...Vows to remain committed in defending rights of Nigerian students, 
as Owerri zone Students’ Forum adopts him for Senate 

Ebonyi PDP legal tussle, a mere political 
distraction - Sen. Ogba
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

A 
Govenorship can-
didate of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic 

Party PDP, Ebonyi State 
has said that the legal battle 
and Court pronouncements 
over who is the authentic 
candidate of  the party in 
the state were mere political 
distraction. Ogba stated this 
in a statement issued by his 
special Assistant on media. 
Godfrey Chikwere said the 
uproar over court rulings 
and counter-rulings were 
mere temporal setbacks. 

Ogba, who is the Chairman 
of  the Senate Committee 
on Youth and Sports, urged 
his supporters to remain 
law-abiding while the legal 
process takes place.

The statement reads: “We 
wish to inform you that 
Distinguished Sen. Obinna 
Ogba is not relenting in his 
effort to return happiness 
and unity of  purpose in Eb-
onyi through his legitimate 
quest to occupy the number 
one seat of  Government and 
governance in Ebonyi State 
come 2023.

 “The current event rang-
ing from the primary elec-

tion to Judicial Processes 
is no doubt a calculated 
political distraction but an-
ybody conversant with dis-
tinguished Senator Obinna 
Ogba’s Political trajectory 
will understand that he has 
fought, worked, and walked 
for any of  his victory and 
political position with God 
and the people as his key 
focus.

 “We, therefore encourage 
all our followers to keep fate 
and hope alive because the 
victory is already in sight.

 “Yesterday 21, June 2022, 
a three-man Court of  Ap-
peal Panel that sat in Enu-

My presence at the Senate ‘ll produce fact-finding
solutions to my people - Sen Umeh

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Senatorial Candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP) for Anambra 

Central, Victor Umeh, has 
stated that his presence at 
the Senate chambers will 
produce fact finding solu-
tions that will address the 
challenges facing the peo-
ple of  the zone.

Sen Umeh disclosed this 
while addressing a press 
conference at Nigeria Un-

ion of  Journalists (NUJ) 
Complex in Awka, Anam-
bra State, on Tuesday. 

He noted that his if  elect-
ed as a Senator he will bring 
hope, good governance, vi-
sion, ideas and programmes 
needed to address the chal-
lenges facing Anambra 
north including Nigeria as 
a whole. 

 “I accepted to join La-
bour Party because it was a 
historic opportunity to rec-
oncile with my brother and 
my people urged me to join 

the senatorial race with a 
view to continue speaking 
for the voiceless in the so-
ciety.

“I brought APGA to 
Anambra in 2001; it was a 
struggle to get it rooted in 
Anambra State, but at the 
end, we brought it out from 
the bad side of  history to 
the good side. People who 
believed that what we did 
could not be done got jeal-
ous. Those who were not 
part of  the struggle came in 
and sowed seed of  discord 
between me and Peter Obi.

 “I’m a man of  uncom-
mon things, a good Chris-
tian. Politics does not make 
me not to take control of  
myself. My engagement 
with APGA was to ensure 
that this part of  the country 
was not taken for granted. 
My leaving APGA was a 
shock to some people but 
some things are inevitable. 
I lost APGA ticket because 
some people were on venge-
ance mission.

 “The country needs 
someone that will put Nige-
ria on reverse. What is very 
scarce in Nigeria is truth, 
because of  social media.”

Responding to a ques-
tion on Obi’s running mate, 
Umeh explained that the 
current presidential run-

... Says Labour Party ‘ll replace Doyin Okukpe with a Northerner 
ning mate of  the party, Dr 
Doyin Okukpe, would be 
replaced in due course and 
legitimately, noting that 
“discussions are on to get 
someone that has vision, 
agenda and political clout 
to develop Nigeria too.”

He added: “All we want 
is what will make Nigeria 
work. LP will choose Vice 
Presidential Candidate 
from the North.

 “The 2023 general elec-
tions will not be business as 
usual. Nigerians will surely 
elect best candidates from 
the State to the National 
Assembly. Labour Party is 
well positioned to give Ni-
gerians people with visions 
to move the country for-
ward.

 “We have the best can-
didates. We believe on re-
structuring to make all the 
parts of  the country pro-
ductive.”

gu graciously and expressly 
granted Distinguished Sen. 
Obinna Ogba Leave to be 
joined in the judgment of  
Federal High Court and Ap-
peal Courts in Abakaliki, he 
same judgment immediate-
ly. That is our first step to 
legal gain and Victory.

 “We assure you that 
everything politically and 
legally possible is on the mo-
tion. Our case is like that of  
Emorji and Soludo in An-
ambra State. In the end, the 
people, the party, and the 
court will be on the same 
page.

 “Finally, be rest assured 
that we are not taking any 
of  your concerns for granted 
just as we are not leaving any 
stone unturned,” he stated.
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News Analysis

By Ikechi Joels

Speaking at a high-level dia-
logue on Nigeria’s new Nation-
al Population Policy, Nigeria’s 
Vice President, Yemi Osinbajo, 
who was represented by Mar-
yam Uwais, special adviser to 
the president on social invest-
ment, said population growth 
without adequate management 
is “cancerous and a ticking 
time bomb.”

He added that Nigeria needs 
to invest heavily in human cap-
ital in order to experience eco-
nomic growth.

“It has been argued that pop-
ulation is not the problem but 
proper management,” he said.

“It is time for us as a coun-
try to engage with sensitive 
matters because the very sta-
bility of  our future depends on 
these conversations,” Osinbajo 
urged.

Outlining the advantages of  a 
high population, he mentioned 
increased taxes, productivity, 
and a large workforce, among 
others. He however said when 
a high population is not prop-
erly managed, it leads to in-
creased crime rates, unemploy-
ment, environmental pollution, 
and more.

It could also result in ex-
cessive pressure on natural 
resources, insufficient food, 
inadequate housing, traffic 
congestion, poor human capi-
tal indices in so many spheres, 
insecurity and instability, the 
law professor said.

He said all hands need to 
be on deck to support the 
fast-growing population to 
overcome the gaps that already 
exist, adding that there is an 
urgent need to build on the 
sub-national economies to sup-
port the rapidly-growing popu-
lation.

Family Planning
Policymakers and Civil So-

ciety Organisations (CSOs) at 
the event agreed that family 
planning is necessary for pop-
ulation management but also 
warned that a lack of  funding 
would adversely affect ongoing 
family planning targets and ser-
vices.

Speaking at the event, the co-
ordinator of  the Alumni Asso-
ciation of  the National Institute 
(AANI-PAS), Shina Ogunbiyi, 
said family planning has been 
identified as a major solution 
to Nigeria’s growing popula-
tion but inadequate funding is 
a barrier to its success.

Mr Ogunbiyi said the Nigeri-

an government has repeatedly 
failed to prioritise family plan-
ning in its budget. He noted 
that the revised National Pop-
ulation Policy contains every 
detail needed to solve the coun-
try’s population crisis but fund-
ing must be prioritised.

“It is ironic that the re-
vised population policy was 
launched the same year there is 
no budget line for family plan-
ning,” he said. “Our govern-
ment needs to do more.”

Mr Ogunbiyi also said the 
state government must contrib-
ute its quota to ensure family 
planning services get to the ma-
jority of  households especially 
those in hard-to-reach areas.

He said only about 10 states 
and the FCT are making con-
tributions to the basket fund for 
family planning.

“If  these (other) states can 
make contributions to family 
planning basket funds, a lot can 
be achieved,” he said.

The dialogue
The high-level dialogue was 

organised by the National In-
stitute for Policy and Strategic 
Studies (NIPSS) with support 
from the development Re-
search and Projects Centre 
(DRPC), under the Partner-
ship for Advocacy in Child and 
Family Health at Scale, a Bill 
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion-funded project.

The dialogue was themed 
“Implementing the Nation-
al Population Policy; the re-
sponsibility of  the MDAs and 
private sector at national and 
sub-national levels.”

The policy, which seeks to 
address the burgeoning popu-
lation growth in Nigeria, was 
launched by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari in February 
2022. It was based on the find-
ings of  the NIPSS Senior Exec-
utive Course (SEC) 42 2020.

President Buhari had recom-
mended that the National In-
stitute focuses on finding solu-
tions to population growth and 
human capital development in 
Nigeria.

The policy has an overall goal 
of  improving the life and stand-
ard of  living for all Nigerians 
through population control. It 
also stresses the need for urgent 
measures to address Nigeria’s 
high fertility rate, through ex-
panding access to modern con-
traceptive methods across the 
country.

Founded in 1979, NIPSS is 
Nigeria’s foremost policy for-
mation centre for bureaucrats, 

Yemi Osinbajo

private sector leaders, military 
and paramilitary officers and 
senior civil servants.

Averting Population Explo-
sion

Nigeria is currently on the 
verge of  having a population 
explosion as the United Na-
tions predicts that the country 
will have one of  the largest pop-
ulations in the world by 2050.

Family planning has been 
identified as a way to slow 

down the burgeoning popula-
tion and reduce the high mater-
nal and child mortality rate.

The country is, however, 
struggling to make modern 
contraceptives readily available 
to its citizens. To worsen the 
situation, the Nigerian govern-
ment failed to make provisions 
for family planning in the 2022 
budget.

However, the new policy em-
phasises the urgency to address 
Nigeria’s sustained high fer-
tility rate, through expanding 
access to modern family plan-
ning, counselling and com-
modities as well as promoting 
birth spacing.

Speaking at the event, the 
Director-General of  NIPSS, 
Ayo Omotayo, said there is a 
need to interrogate the tenuous 
causal relationship between 
population size, human capital 
development and the quest for 
sustainable livelihood in Nige-
ria.

According to him, “at a 
growth of  1.05 per cent, it is 
projected that the world popu-
lation will reach 8.5 billion by 
2030 and 9.7 billion by 2050.”

Mr Omotayo, however, said 
population growth, the ability 
to effectively manage the pop-
ulation, as well as the capacity 
to cope with the consequences 
of  a large population, vary sig-
nificantly from one country to 
another.

Nevertheless, the new policy 
on population is a clear demon-
stration of  Nigeria’s commit-
ment to addressing population 
growth and human capital de-
velopment, he said.

In his remarks, the chairman 
of  the National Population 
Commission (NPC), Isa Kwar-
ra, represented by Ismail Sulei-
man, the federal high com-
missioner in Kano, said the 
effective implementation of  the 
new policy requires the involve-
ment and support of  everyone.

“I seize this opportunity to 
make a clarion call for both 
technical and financial support 
for the timely and efficient fa-
cilitation of  the full implemen-
tation of  the policy,” he said.

Furthermore, Ejike Oji, 
chairman of  the management 
committee of  the Association 
for the Advancement of  Fami-
ly Planning, said Nigeria is in a 
demographic crisis. He decried 
the migration rate of  medical 
practitioners out of  Nigeria 
and also the security challenges 
all over the country.

He said the country needs to 
focus on fertility control and 
“ensure that one per cent of  the 
national health budget goes to 
family planning.”

Mr Oji admonished stake-
holders to work together to 
achieve Nigeria’s commitment 
to the FP2030 blueprint.

Osinbajo warns on Nigeria’s 
growing population 

Ejike Oji, chairman of
 the management com-
mittee of the Asso-
ciation for the Ad-
vancement of Family 
Planning, said Nigeria 
is in a demographic cri-
sis. He decried the mi-
gration rate of medical 
practitioners out of Ni-
geria and also the secu-
rity challenges all over 

the country.
He said the country 

needs to focus on fertil-
ity control and “ensure
 that one per cent of the
 national health budget
 goes to family plan-

ning”

Says it’s a ticking time bomb



Boris Johnson, Prince Charles 
to hold Rwanda talks
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Putin vows to reroute Russian
exports to BRICS nations
R

ussia is “actively re-
directing its trade 
flows,” Vladimir Pu-
tin has told a meeting 

of  BRICS countries, while Chi-
na’s Xi has warned of  “expand-
ing military alliances.”

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said Wednesday that 
Moscow was in the process of  
redirecting its trade and oil ex-
ports to BRICS countries as a 
result of  Western sanctions.

The BRICS group comprises 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa. Their economies 
account for more than 40% of  
the global population and near-
ly a quarter of  the world’s gross 
domestic product.

After the Russian invasion of  
Ukraine on February 24, the 
West imposed sweeping sanc-
tions on Russia, including re-
strictions on imports of  its oil.

In order to weather the sanc-
tions, Russia is trying to forge 
closer ties with Asia to replace 
the markets it lost in the EU and 
the US.

Speaking via video link at the 
opening of  a BRICS business fo-
rum, Putin denounced “the per-
manent implementation of  new 
politically motivated sanctions” 
that contradict “common sense 
and basic economic logic.”

“Businessmen of  our coun-
tries are forced to develop their 
business under difficult condi-
tions where Western partners 
neglect the basic principles of  
market economy, free trade, as 
well as the inviolability of  pri-

vate property,” the Russian pres-
ident said.

He called for strengthening 
ties within the group. According 
to Putin, Russia was discussing 
increasing the presence of  Chi-
nese cars on the Russian market 
as well as the opening of  Indian 
supermarket chains.

Vladimir Putin (left) and Xi Jinping are keen on strengthening the BRICS group of emerging economies.

Foreign News  

B
oris Johnson will have 
a potentially awkward 
meeting with the Prince 
of  Wales in Rwanda after 

the heir to the throne criticised the 
government’s policy of  sending 
asylum seekers to the east African 
state.

The talks will take place at the 
Commonwealth heads of  govern-
ment meeting (Chogm) in Kigali 
this week. Prince Charles report-
edly described the government’s 
plan to fly people 4,000 miles on a 
one-way ticket as “appalling”.

Johnson will be accompanied 
by his wife, Carrie Johnson, days 
after claims emerged that he had 
tried to hire his now wife as his 
chief  of  staff  when he was foreign 
secretary.

The meeting between the prime 
minister and Prince Charles will 
be the first time they have spoken 
since a service for the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee. Prince Charles’s 
comments emerged several days 
later.

“Russian oil deliveries to Chi-
na and India are increasing. 
Agricultural cooperation is de-
veloping dynamically,” as is the 
export of  Russian fertilizer to 
BRICS countries, he said.

Russia is also developing “al-
ternative international trans-
fer mechanisms” with BRICS 
partners and an “internation-

al reserve currency” to reduce 
dependence on the dollar and 
euro, Putin added.

Three of  the group members 
— China, India and South Afri-
ca — abstained from voting on a 
United Nations resolution con-
demning the Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine.

Clarence House said the pair 
would meet for a “cup of  tea and 
catch-up” on Friday morning.

The prime minister’s official 
spokesperson said the meeting 
would be “informal with no set 
agenda”. “They are due to meet, 
obviously they will encounter 
each other during the summit, but 
they are due to have a bilateral dis-
cussion as well,” he said.

On Wednesday night Johnson 
called on critics to stop their “con-
descending” attitudes towards 
Rwanda.

Speaking before boarding a 
plane for the east African state, he 
said: “Clearly I’m going to Rwan-
da and [this is] an opportunity to 
for us all to see the country with 
whom we now have this very im-
portant economic and migration 
partnership.

“And perhaps to help others to 
shed some of  those condescend-
ing attitudes towards Rwanda and 
how that how that partnership 
might work.”

Asked if  Prince Charles is one 
of  those condescending people, 
he said: “I can’t confirm that. 
What I can say is that I think that 
the policy is sensible, measured, 
and it’s a plan to deal with the 
grotesque abuse of  innocent peo-
ple crossing the Channel.”

The first flight removing people 
to Rwanda was due to take off  
last week but was grounded af-
ter a last-gasp intervention by the 
European court of  human rights 
led to several successful legal 
challenges. A high court hearing 
examining whether the policy of  
sending asylum seekers to Rwan-
da is legal is due to be heard next 
month.

The policy is one element of  a 
£120m economic deal with Kiga-
li, and has been widely criticised. 
The government has refused to 
disclose the expected costs of  
flights and living costs for those 
sent to Rwanda or the criteria 
by which they are chosen for de-
portation. There are also deep 

The conflict in Ukraine has 
“sounded an alarm for human-
ity,” Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
said in his speech at the open-
ing of  the forum, as China con-
tinues to assume a position of  
neutrality while backing its ally 
Russia.

“Countries will surely end 
up in security hardships if  they 
place blind faith in their posi-
tions of  strength, expand mil-
itary alliances, and seek their 
own safety at the expense of  
others,” Xi said to the forum via 
video link.

“History has shown that he-
gemony, group politics and con-
frontations between blocs bring 
neither peace nor stability, but 
war and conflict,” he said.

In other comments, Xi said 
imposing sanctions could act 
as a “boomerang” and a “dou-
ble-edged sword,” and that the 
global community would suffer 
from “politicizing, mechaniz-
ing and weaponizing” global 
economic trends and financial 
flows.

China has refused to criticize 
Russia’s war in Ukraine or even 
to refer to it as an invasion in 
deference to Moscow, while 
also condemning US-led sanc-
tions against Russia and accus-
ing the West of  provoking Mos-
cow.

The leaders of  Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa 
are scheduled to meet on Thurs-
day by video. The summit is 
chaired this time by China. 

concerns over Rwanda’s human 
rights record, including claims of  
extrajudicial killings, rendition of  
political opponents and a lack of  
media freedom.

Johnson, who announced the 
Rwanda scheme in April, will not 
take time out from the conference 
to visit any of  the accommodation 
that the UK government has hired 
as living quarters for removed asy-
lum seekers.

“You will know that the prime 
minister’s time is always limited 
and to make time to do that he 
would therefore have to leave ele-
ments of  the programme whereby 
he’s working with a unique set of  
world leaders on quite crucial is-
sues,” his spokesperson said.

“We think that the best use of  
his time for this short period he’s 
in Rwanda is to dedicate himself  
to some of  the issues that will be 
raised at the summit and to work 
with other world leaders on some 
of  those issues we’ve talked about, 
not least Ukraine and global secu-
rity.”

Downing Street said it was likely 
Johnson would discuss the plans 
with the Rwandan president, Paul 
Kagame, but stressed there were a 
“host of  other issues to discuss”.



News

News Echo          Friday 24 - Saturday 25 June, 2022            Page 12

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

P
alpable ten-
sion mounted on 
Wednesday, among 

the traders at Ogbaru main 
market Onitsha, when a 
trader in the market alleg-
edly collapsed and went 
into coma as a result of  
shock when he saw a com-
bined team of  police men 
and Anambra State Mar-
kets Amalgamated Trad-
ers Association, ASMATA 
task force forcefully chas-
ing elected executive mem-
bers of  the market out of  
office.

The trader, whose iden-
tity was yet to be ascer-
tained as at press time, was 
said to have fallen down 
and became unconscious 
as a result of  shock when 
he saw the drama going on 
between the market lead-
ers and the combined team 
of  policemen and the task 
force officials.

According to eyewit-
nesses, a combined team 
of  policemen from Onit-
sha Area Command be-
lieved to have been sent 
by the Commissioner of  
police and task force offi-
cials from ASMATA went 
into the market to install 
a caretaker committee set 
up by the state govern-
ment recently to manage 
the affairs of  the market, 
pending when an election 
would be conducted.

The state government 
had in May, this year an-
nounced the dissolution 
of  Chief  Ndubuisi Ochi-
ogu-led executive who 
were elected by the traders 

Trader collapses into coma as police, ASMATA
task force chase away Onitsha market leaders

in January, this year to-
wards the end of  former 
Governor Willie Obiano 
administration to pilot the 
affairs of  the market for 
the next four years.

But barely five months 
into their administration, 
the incumbent Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo ad-
ministration which came 
into power in March, an-
nounced the dissolution 
of  32 markets executive 
in the state, including the 
Ochiogu-led executive 
members of  Ogbaru main 
(Relief) market, Onitsha 
and constituted caretaker 
committees in their place.

The dissolution order 
did not go down well with 
the Ochiogu executive as 
he quickly approached a 
state High Court asking 
it to restrain the state gov-
ernment from replacing 
them with the newly inau-
gurated caretaker commit-
tee, pending the hearing 
and determination of  the 
substantive application.

The court presided over 
by Justice Alexious Oku-
ma granted an interim 
injunction restraining the 
state government, includ-
ing the Attorney-General 
of  the state and Com-
missioner for Trade and 
Commerce, Dr. Christian 
Ngonadi from using the 
police and DSS to harass 
or forcefully removing 
Ochiogu executive from 
office till the determina-
tion of  the suit.

But Wednesday, the 
combined team of  police-
men and ASMATA task 
force stormed the mar-
ket office and forcefully 

Gunmen abduct traditional 
ruler in Ebonyi
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
unmen have invad-
ed the palace of  
the traditional ruler 

of  Isuokoma autonomous 
community in Onicha Lo-
cal Government Area of  
Ebonyi State, Eze Ambrose 
Ogbu and abducted him

A source in the commu-
nity, who did not want to 
be named said, the Roy-
al Father was kidnapped 
Wednesday night by un-
known persons at his pal-
ace in Isu.

He added that the abduc-
tors of  the royal father were 

yet to contact the family as 
of  Thursday morning.

 “He was kidnapped last 
night at his palace. But the 
kidnappers have neither 
made any contact with the 
family nor the community. 
We have been waiting but 
no contact yet,” the source 
said.

When contacted the 
spokesman for the State 
Police command, SP Chris 
Anyawu, who confirmed 
the abduction said they are 
on top of  the situation.

“Yes, we had about the 
kidnapping at Isu and we 
are on top of  the matter”.

Founder GAYRI, Commisioner for Youths and Development, Hon Patrick Agha Mba, in a photo pose with some of the graduands.

chased away the execu-
tive and installed David 
Obidike-caretaker com-
mittee, in defiance of  the 
court order.

The State Police Public 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, 
told newsmen on phone 

that the policemen just 
assisted the state govern-
ment in maintaining law 
and order into the market.

ASMATA president, 
Chief  Ikechukwu Ekweg-
balu also told newsmen 
on phone that he was not 
aware of  any court order, 

just as Monday Nwokoye, 
ASMATA task force lead-
er and SSA to Governor 
Soludo on Security, also 
told newsmen on phone 
that he did not go up stairs 
with the task force mem-
bers to remove Ochiogu 
and install David Obidike.

Chairman of  Anambra 
North vigilante group,. 
Chief  Chinenye Ihenko, 
told newsmen that his se-
curity personnel were still 
intact in the market at the 
moment and did encoun-
ter any problem during the 
fracas.

Anambra: APGA senatorial candidate, 
Mrs. Obiano empowers 50 youths in Digitech

Dr Mrs Obiano who was 
represented by Hon. Barr. 
Chukwudi Onyejekwe, 
charged the participants to 
put in effort and time in or-
der to acquire more knowl-
edge from the training. Ac-
cording to him programmes 
such as programming and 
coding, photography, pro-
jecting & Live Streaming, 
social media & advertising, 
photo editing among others 
are available for learning.

Speaking to News Echo, 
Hon Egbunike thanked God 
for his blessings and stated 
that It is a tradition for him 
every year to empower some 
youths to commemorate his 
birthday thanksgiving.

In his own view, Com-
missioner of  Youths and 
empowerment, Hon Pat-
rick Agha Mba said that 
the events which is in line 
with Mr. Governor’s vision 
on making Anambra State 
a Digital Tribe, has already 
taken off  in the Ministry of  
Youth Development with 
the training of  first batch 
of  Youth Officers who will 
drive the community base 
driven agenda of  the Min-

istry on youth development.
The Commissioner called 

on the grandaunts to recip-
rocate the entrepreneurial 
earning acquired in their 
various skill areas by going 
beyond the usual ways of  
which people go for recy-
cling of  programs without 
development on the skills. 
He charged them to trans-
fer their various knowledge 
through organizing a step-
down training which the 
ministry will be happy to be 
part of  at any point in time. 

Adding, the Hon Com-
missioner also promised to 
adopt the grandaunts into 
the Ministry of  Youth De-
velopment Data Base. While 
speaking to the new intakes 
for DIGITECH, he advised 
them to take the courses 
very serious and avoid any 
form distraction during the 
trainings.

Commending, APGA 
Candidate for Onitsha 
North 1 State Constituency 
Anambra State House of  As-
sembly, Hon. Nwaeze Tony 
Nwora admonished grand-
aunts stating that “Hon Eg-
bunike has given you a life-

line to succeed in life. This is 
what empowerment entails, 
don’t take it for granted This 
is the real empowerment not 
the ones where you are giv-
en  N2,000”. So I expect you 
all to make useful impact of  
skills acquired. 

Highlights of  the event 
was cutting of  cake by 
the President/Founder of  
GAYRI, Hon Eloka to mark 
his birthday, presentation of  
Certificates as well as pres-
entation of  Sewing Ma-
chine, Makeup Box, Leather 
Work machine and Oven to 
the grandaunts. 

Meanwhile, dignitaries 
at the event were top gov-
ernment officials, whom 
among them are Barr Non-
so Isiugo Arinze , Special 
Assistant to the Governor 
on Youth and Hon. Emeka 
Omata Executive Assistant 
to the Governor on Youths, 
Hon. Chike Iwoba, Hon. 
Tony Umazu, Hon. Chu-
ka Onyejekwe, and APGA 
candidate, Onitsha North 
1 Constituency state House 
of  Assembly Nwaeze Tony 
Nwaorah.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
rontline candidate of  
All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA), 

Anambra North Senatorial 
Zone, Dr Mrs Ebelechuk-
wu Obiano, (OSODIEME) 
has empowered fifty young 
youths by sponsoring them 
in skill acquisition training 
on Digital technology  for 
2022 programme in partner-
ship with Gayri.

News Echo reports that 
Greater Anambra Youth Re-
naissance Initiative (GAY-
RI) is a non-government 
organization aimed at inte-
grating youths for human 
capital development with 
different specialties in area 
of  learning.

The event which took 
place at Knight of  St. Mu-
lumba Hall, Onitsha also 
had forty persons graduat-
ed from tailoring, catering, 
shoe making, costume mak-
ing, salon business etc, also 
celebrated the founder of  
GAYRI, Hon Eloka Egbuni-
ke GAYRI as he marked his 
41st birthday.

... Install caretaker committee

...As 40 graduates from GAYRI Foundation get starter kits
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Abia Assembly Chief Whip resigns, dumps
PDP for Peter Obi’s Labour Party

Our protests ‘ll continue, pensioners
tell Abia govt
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State government 
has been advised to 
attend to complaints 

of  its pensioners or expect 
regular staging of  protests by 
the retirees.

This advice was issued 
by pensioners in Abia, dur-
ing their fresh protest march 
around the city of  Umuahia, 
on Tuesday.

Led by Chief  Emeka Okez-
ie during the protest, the 
pensioners operating under 
the aegis of  Concerned Abia 
State Pensioners lamented 
that Abia State government 
was allegedly playing the os-
trich, despite their regular de-
mands for good welfare.

Speaking to Journalists at 
NUJ press centre, Umuahia 
when he led the protesting 
retirees to newsmen, Chief  
Okezie said the latest protest 
would last for two days aimed 
at notifying the world about 
their alleged travails in Abia.

According to the pension-
ers, a total of  38 months of  
unpaid arrears are now owed 
them by the government, 
adding that gratuities had not 
been paid to them for 20 past 
years.

They described their experi-
ence as dehumanising, noting 
that they had been subjected 

to unimaginable sufferings, 
resulting to death of  about 10 
to 15 pensioners in the State 
monthly, according to them.

They demanded regular 
payments of  their month sti-
pends and an end to half  sti-
pends which they said, were 
not enough for their feeding 
or medications.

They further alleged that in 
2022 alone, they did not re-
ceive any pensions in January, 

February, March and April, 
wondering why their sacri-
fices to their fatherland were 
being rubbished.

The retirees who dressed in 
all-black attires, appealed to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu-led 
administration to treat them 
as their fathers and mothers 
and not to perceive their com-
plaints as affront on the ad-
ministration.

 “Some of  us have one 

health challenges or the oth-
er. Many of  our members 
have died of  hunger and lack 
of  medication and others 
are presently in their homes, 
sick.”

They complained that sev-
eral assurances given to them 
by the State government had 
not yielded any meaningful 
results as according to Chief  
Emeka, “it  has been promise 
and fail”

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chief  Whip of  Abia 
State House of  Assem-
bly and member repre-

senting Ugwunagbo Constit-
uency under the umbrella of  
Peoples Democractic Party, 
(PDP), Hon. Munachim 
Alozie has resigned his posi-
tion and quit his party, PDP.

He has now joined Peter 
Obi’s party, The Labour Par-
ty (LP), in a resignation letter 
he addressed to the House on 
Tuesday, during a plenary ses-
sion.

Hon. Alozie, through the 
letter officially informed his 
colleagues and PDP legisla-
tors that he has dumped PDP 
to defect to Labour party and 
consider it worthy and neces-
sary according to him, to va-
cate his position as the Chief  
Whip of  the House to join op-
position party in the State to 
continue his political career.

The Speaker of  the House, 
Rt. Hon. Orji after consul-
tation with his colleagues in 
the ruling party, officially an-
nounced the Member repre-
senting Obingwa West State 
Constituency, Hon. (Barr) 
Thomas Nkoro, as the new 

Chief  Whip of  the House.  
Alozie’s defection to the LP 

has increased the number of  
political bigwigs in Abia State 
who are running away from 
their parties and finding new 
homes in Labour Party.

Before the latest develop-
ment, Hon Ginger Onwu-
sibe, considered the strong-
man of  grassroots politics 
in Ngwa land had dumped 
PDP for Labour Party while 
Hon. Darlington Nwokocha, 
presently representing Isiala 
Ngwa North/South Federal 
constituency also left PDP 
for the Labour Party while 
Chief  Obi Aguocha, the 
President-general of  Ohuhu 
Development Welfare As-
sociation Worldwide also 
emerged the LP candidate for 
Ikwuano/Umuahia federal 
constituency after losing the 
PDP House of  Reps ticket to 
Hon Chinedum Orji, Speaker 
of  Abia House of  Assembly.

The star man of  Labour 
Party in Abia is Dr Alex Otti, 
two-time guber candidate of  
APGA in Abia and ex- MD/
CEO of  former Diamond 
Bank PLC, who has emerged 
the guber candidate of  La-
bour Party.

Meanwhile,  the House  of  

Federal Polytechnic Nekede
holds solemn assembly
By Grace Ofurum

T
he Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede has held its 
Solemn Assembly for 

the month of  June in an at-
mosphere of  praise and wor-
ship. The event which took 
place at the main auditorium 
(1000-capacity hall) of  the 
institution was well attended 
by staff  and students of  the 
frontline polytechnic. 

At the monthly religious 
meeting, select members of  
staff  took turns to lead in 
prayers for the country, state 
and the polytechnic. There 
were also fiery prayers for the 
return of  elusive peace to the 
polity. The theme of  the sol-
emn assembly was “Winning 
by Righteousness” just as 

prayers were equally offered 
to God for grace to lead a 
righteous life.

In a sermon at the occa-
sion, Ven Chinedu Olewezi, a 
staff  of  the institution decried 
the spate of  corrupt practices 
in every facet of  the national 
life which makes godly living 
difficult.

The man of  God also railed 
at varied acts of  depravity 
committed in our institutions 
that have grossly attenuated 
values and retarded growth. 
Speaking on the topic: God-
liness with contentment is 
great gain (I Tim 6:6), Ven 
Olewezi defined godliness as 
doing the will of  God just as 
he postulated that ultimate 
contentment lies in doing 
what is right before God.

Peter Obi’s supporters no longer print �iers rather paints on fences and open places in Nigeria.

Assembly allowed HAB 58; 
the Abia State University of  
Technology and Education 
Bill, 2022, sponsored by the 
Member representing Aro-

chukwu State Constituency, 
Hon. Onyekwere Michael 
Ukoha, to undergo its first 
reading.

In the same vein, the House 

allowed the Chairman of  
House Committee on ASO-
PADEC and Petroleum Mat-
ters to present his committee 
report on a petition on “Al-

leged Continuous Margin-
alization of  Umuorie Asa 
Isimiri Autonomous Com-
munity in Ukwa West Local 
Government Area by the 
State Government.

In the end, the cleric 
charged the congregation of  
staff  and students at the event 
to embrace righteousness 
which he identified as the 
only panacea for a contented 
life.

In a closing charge, the 
Rector of  the institution who 
was represented at the event 
by the Deputy Rector (Ac-
ademic), Dr C.C. Onyeme-
nonu, thanked the speaker 
and all the prayer moderators 
for doing a great job.  He en-
joined the congregation to go 
beyond hearing the Word to 
observing its codes.

Members of  Management 
at the assembly included the 
Deputy Rector (Adminis-
tration) Dr. Uzoma Ibeaja, 
the Registrar, Mrs. Eucharia 
Anuna, while the Bursar and 
Librarian were respective-
ly represented by Mrs Ijeo-
ma Ukwu and Dr Charles 
Obichere.

Bizarre: Justice Malcolm
Omirhobo appears in
Court on Juju Priest to
equate with freedom to
Muslim hijab 

u m a n  r i g h t s Hl aw ye r,  C h i e f  
M a l c o l m 

Omirhobo, stormed the 
Supreme Court dressed in 
native doctor attire, after 
the apex court ruled that 
Muslim students can wear 
Hijab to schools in Lagos. 
According to repor ts, 
when the Learned Lawyer 
walked into the Supreme 
Court, the Justices who 
were on seat looked up in 
s h o c k ,  l o o k e d  a t 
themselves and without a 
word, went on recess. In an 
interview he granted few 
m i nu t e s  l a t e r,  C h i e f  
Omirhobo stated that since 
the Supreme Court has 

r u l e d  l a s t  we e k  t h a t 
students could wear Hijab 
to schools in Lagos. In his 
assertion, the legal guru 
maintained that since the 
Court has given every 
religion a right to dress the 
way the believers wish to 
dress and that he has 
decided to dress like a 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t / n a t ive 
doctor from now on to 
court since the Supreme 
Court has given religious 
freedom to all religions. 
Hijab was permitted by a 
Nigerian Supreme Court 
which has ruled last week 
that students could wear 
Hijab to schools in Lagos.

Read & advertise
in News Echo



G baby is certainly 

Aa budding fashion 
icon.

The first time most 
Nigerians saw Adekunle 
Gold, it was in the music 
video of  his  f i rst  hit , 
Orente.

Adekunle Almoruf 
Kosoko  looked l ike a 
regular young man in his 
20s, his hair was a low fade, 
and he wore an ordinary T-
shirt and shorts; that was 
2016.

Before his music career 
took off, he was a tech bro. 
He was a graphic designer 
for YBNL, and in the 
typical tech bro fashion - 
and the fact that we were in 
the 2010s - he wore a lot of  
p la ids,  j eans,  ch inos, 
sneakers and glasses.

Nowadays, he doesn't 
even go by Adekunle Gold 
anymore. He is AG baby. 

ospel music star 

GMercy Chinwo 
a n d  P a s t o r 

Blessed Uzochikwa of  The 
Waterbrook Church have 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r 
engagement on their social 
media pages.

“I am blessed to be 
b l e s s e d  w i t h 
@theofficialblessed. The 
thoughts of  doing the next 
phase and the rest phase of  
my life with you makes the 
blessing more real. I love 
you Sweet,” Mercy wrote 
on Instagram, sharing 
p h o t o s  f r o m  t h e i r 
engagement shoot.

Pastor Blessed also 
echoed how excited he is 
about starting a new phase 
with his love, writing: “I'm 
the man the Lord showed 
Mercy. @mercychinwo 
thanks for saying YES! I 
LOVE YOU DEARLY!

Blessed is a pastor at 
the WaterBrook Church 
and The Upperroom. He is 
also an IT professional. 

Chinwo is a Nigerian 
gospel musician, singer 
and songwriter. 

She won the Nigerian 
Idol Season 2 in 2012. 

Chinwo released her 
first single, "Testimony", in 
2015, and "Igwe" a year 
later. 

She has also had a stint 
in acting. 

She landed her first film 
role in Yvonne Nelson's 
film, House of  Gold where 
she acted as Lucia, starring 
alongside Yvonne Nelson, 
M a j i d  M i c h e l  a n d 
Omawumi among others. 

He went from 'Orente no 
dey complain' to 'Love is 
not enough come to me mo 
lowo.'

T h e  l e v e l  o f  
transformation is the same 
you would expect from a 
man who has grown in 
every aspect of  his life - but 
most especially financially. 

There is a common 
saying, 'no one is ugly, it's 
just money they don't have' 
but AG baby went further 
when he got money - he 
developed his personal 
style. 

W e  a r e  s e e i n g 
Adekunle Gold shaped up 
to become a fashion icon. 

What do we love about 
AG baby? Everything! But 
we would list three things 
we love about AG baby. 

His Hair 
When he ditched the 

l ow  f a d e  a n d  s t a r t e d 

plaiting his hair we knew he 
was up to something, 
especially in his album Afro 
Pop Vol 1. We saw AG's 
baby in his new form. 

The braids with beads 
were an interesting take and 
a d d e d  s o m e t h i n g 
interesting to his style 

Colour combination 
Even though we always 

knew he had an affinity for 
African culture, we love 
how he explores colour, 
from orange to purple, no 
colour is off-limit for AG 
baby. 

His two-pieces 
AG baby is the king of  

the two-piece. 
Espec ia l ly  a  loose 

flowing type, it gives some 
androgyneity to this style 
and makes it quite alte, but 
as Gen Zs say, we love to see 
it. 

Friday 24 - Saturday 25 June, 2022  Page 14

Style inspiration: The evolution from Adekunle Gold to AG baby

Mercy Chinwo gets engaged to
Pastor Blessed 
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weet romance is all 

Sabout the little things. 
But how little?

Love -  the  genuine , 
divinely beautiful version of  it 
that everyone wants so badly - is 
all about the little things. 

We've all heard about it: 
if  you want love that works 
and can stand the test of  
time, they say, then you have 
to build it on things like trust 
and honesty, then fill it up 
with like the little things 
listening, paying attention to 
y o u r  p a r t n e r ,  b e i n g 
supportive and just generally 
being on their side and 
letting them know you've got 
their back This list is clearly . 

ow beneficial is Hsleeping with a 
friend?

Friends-with-benefits is 
a  p o p u l a r  c o n c e p t 
describing two people who 
are cordial, enjoy a sexual 
relationship with each other, 
but with no strings attached. 

Basically, it's a situation 
where two friends decide to 
g e t  s e x u a l  b u t  n o t 
committed to each other. 

The occurrence of  this is 
actually quite common, and 
with movies like “Friends 
With Benefits” and “No 
Strings Attached” further 
pushing the narrative in 
recent times, there is no 
doubt that it exists well 
around us. 

How much, though, is 
the benefit people get from 
these friends-with-benefits 
situations? Do they even get 
any at all? 

The obvious first thing 
anyone would want to say is 
sex. And in a way, sex may 
be referred to as a 'benefit' 
but aside this, what else is 
the point of  this kind of  
r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  W i t h 
traditional relationships, 
one expects more than sex. 

One expects,  and gets 
e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t , 
partnership, loyalty, care, 
love and all those good stuff  
that comes with booing up. 
The same can't really be said 
for friends-with-benefits 
situationships. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S e x 
therapist Ian Kerner, when 
you go down this road sex 
may be all you get, alongside 
the possibility of  losing your 
friend along the way. 

“A FWB situation puts 
your precious friendship at 
risk. Even when we have no 
intention of  letting it get 
messy, sex has a tendency to 
muddle your feelings,” he 
tells Cosmopolitan. 

This is not to say that all 
FWB relationships end 
b a d ly.  S o m e  o f  t h e m 
actually transcend that 
physical relationship to 
become a real, committed 
one. 

Heidi Reeder, Ph.D. 
shared with Psychology 
Today that relationships can 
get better after being FBWs. 

“About 76 percent of  
those who 'went there' with 
a friend said the relationship 
got better. Better! Okay, the 

reality is about half  of  these 
folks started dating their 
friend after the fun, even 
though that wasn't their 
original intention. But the 
o ther  ha l f  ke p t  on  as 
friends—friends who said 
the quality of  the friendship 
bond increased,” Reeder 
said. 

So obviously, the only 
sure benefit you're getting in 
a FWB relationship is sex, 
and that could actually be 
good or bad thing. Because, 
really, if  the sex is bad, can it 
count as a benefit? 

ood sex in bad 

Grelationships. Bad 
s e x  i n  g o o d 

relationships. 
Here are few ways that 

irregularities can manifest 
in the emotional and sexual 
connection between two 
people. If  only one of  those 
two things ensured the 
other, things would be way 
easier than many people 
experience. But of  course, 
the reverse is the case on 
several occasions and when 
this happens, it puts a strain 
on the relationship. 

When two people who 
d e s i r e  a  b e a u t i f u l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  l a c k  t h e 
emotional connection to 
b a c k  t h e i r  s e x u a l 
chemistry; or when their 
sexual chemistry lacks the 
e m o t i o n a l  c l o s e n e s s 
needed to make their love 
thrive, the relationship 
obviously fails to make 
much sense, if  any. 

And it might be a little 
diff icult  for people in 
beautiful relationships but 
can't find the right sexual 
energy to add the needed 
spark to what they've got 
going. 

It would be a waste, and 
such a huge shame to have 
to let go of  something real 
because the sex wasn't up to 
scratch. 

To avoid having to let go 
of  a great relationship 
because of  terrible sex, here 
are helpful steps you should 
consider taking: 

1. Admit it to your 
partner 

“ W h e n  s e x  i s 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  i t  i s  a n 
important component of  a 
relationship — adding 
about 20 percent to the 
overall positive experience 
o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
However, when sex isn't 
going well, it registers a 
negative impact of  up to 70 
percent on the experience 
f o r  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l s ,” 
explains Toronto-based sex 
therapist Marion Goertz. 

When sex is bad in a 
sexual relationship, its 
effects  are potential ly 
widespread and qui te 
damaging. This is why it is 
important for one or both 
partners to admit to each 
other that they are not 
going about sex in their 
relationship in the right 
manner, and the risk their 
relationship faces due to 

that. 
Knowing what is at 

stake, and admitting that 
something needs to be done 
about it is the first step to 
dealing with this issue. 

2 .  C o m m i t  t o  t h e 
process 

Change takes effort and 
commitment .  So  i t  i s 
n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  b o t h 
partners are willing to do 
what it takes to get out of  
that sexual rut. 

If  it is one partner who 
i s n ' t  k n o w l e d g e a b l e 
enough, they should be 
willing to learn by reading 
or checking out educative 
clips. Some sexperts offer 
training online these days, 
if  your relationship really 
means something to you 

and you do not want to lose 
your partner, such trainings 
are not too much to pay for. 

If  you need to introduce 
toys, go for variety, learn 
new stuff  and include it in 
your repertoire… then by 
all means, do it! 

3. Listen to each other 
Maybe the sex is not lit 

enough because you don't 
know what the other person 
wants. Or because you do 
not care enough to perform 
what their biggest desires 
are. 

If  that relationship 
means something to you 
and you are willing to keep 
it from failing, then that 
attitude towards the other 
person 's  sexual  needs 
would have to change. 

not exhaustive but in a way, 
it provides an umbrella wide 
enough to cover any other 
affectionate act you could 
think of. 

Here is the thing though, 
we  on ly  know tha t  in 
romance, little things matter 
and that the things that fall 
under the category of  little 
things are pretty open to 
interpretation. What many 
may not know exactly is: 
how little are the things that 
actually matter? How small 
does an act of  service, a gift 
or a romantic comment have 
to be to count as a little 
thing? Also, could a sweet 
act be too little that it doesn't 

hit the mark? 
How you'll recognise a 

romantic 'little thing' 
It usually costs you 

relatively little or no money 
at all. Basically it does not 
put a dent in your pocket. 
Now, of  course, that will 
depend on your spending 
power. 

It also doesn't require 
too much energy or effort to 
make it happen, and most 
especially, it'll make your 
partner happy, loved and at 
peace. 

But little things are not 
always so little 

If  you go through any 
online conversation where 

people are talking about the 
cu te  ac t s  o f  love  tha t 
reassure them of  their 
partner's unfading affection, 
you're likely to find acts 
borne out of  varying degrees 
of  effort, love deeds that may 
have taken only 5 minutes 
and some that would require 
at least 1hour to create. 

And that's the thing: like 
everything in romantic 
relationships, one size does 

not fit all. Each romance has 
a life of  its own, a story that 
is peculiar and a journey that 
is special only to those in it. 
So basing your judgement of  
what is small on another 
person's definition of  it 
might break the connection 
you have with your partner, 
instead of  strengthening it. 

But get this; the little 
things are only significant or 
insignificant based on the 

knowledge of  your partner, 
and theirs of  you. You know 
the things that cost you 
almost nothing but brings 
them the most joy; you know 
the things you say and how 
you say them to calm them 
and bring happy tears to 
their eyes. You also know the 
small gifts that make them 
f ee l  dee p ly  loved  and 
t reasured… there ' s  no 
reason to not do them. 
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Do friends-with-benefit relationships
really benefit anybody? 

Here's how to stop bad s*x from spoiling a good
relationship 



Page 16

Healthy LivingHealthy LivingHealthy Living
Friday 24 - Saturday 25 June, 2022  

itamin C is a water-

Vs o l u b l e  v i t a m i n 
found in citrus fruits 

a n d  ve ge t a b l e s  a n d  i s 
supplied as a nutritional 
supplement. 

Vitamin C is a necessary 
nutrient for tissue healing, 
collagen creation, and the 
enzymatic manufacture of  
some neurotransmitters. Just 
because the body does not 
produce or store vitamin C, 
it's essential to include it in 
your diet. 

Vitamin C is found in 
several fruits and vegetables 
but is also accessible as a 
supplement.  Vitamin C 
supplements, according to 
research, include vitamin C 
in the form of  ascorbic acid, 
which has a solubility similar 
to vitamin C found naturally 
in meals. 

Women should get 75 
milligrams (mg) of  vitamin C 
daily, while men should get 
90 milligrams (mg) daily. 

Here are some of  the 
bene f i t s  o f  Vi t amin  C 
supplements: 

Supplementing with 
vitamin C reduces the risk 
of heart disease

he World Health TO r g a n i z a t i o n 
(WHO) says that 

nearly one billion people 
worldwide suffers from 
s o m e  f o r m  o f  m e n t a l 
disorder, according to latest 
UN data.

T h e  d a t a  s a i d  t h e 
staggering figure was even 
more worrying because it 
included around one in 
seven teenagers. 

“To make matters worse, 
in the first year of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, rates 
of  common conditions such 
as depression and anxiety 
went up by more than 25 per 
cent,'' the data revealed. 

It said in its largest 
review of  mental health 
since the turn of  the century, 
that WHO had urged more 
countries to get to grips with 
worsening conditions. 

According to the data, 
s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
inequalities, public health 
emergencies, war, and the 
climate crisis are among the 
global, structural threats to 
mental health. 

It said that depression 
and anxiety went up by more 
than 25 per cent in the first 
year of  the pandemic alone. 

It offered examples of  
good practice that should be 
implemented as quickly as 
possible in recognition of  
the important role that 
mental health played in 

positive and sustainable 
development. 

“Everyone's life touches 
someone with a mental 
health condition. Good 
mental health translates to 
good physical health and 
this new report makes a 
compelling case for change. 
The  inext r icab le  l inks 
between mental health and 
public health, human rights 
a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
development mean that 
transforming policy and 
practice in mental health can 
deliver real, substantive 
benefits for individuals, 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 
countr ies."  The repor t 
stated. 

“ Investment into mental 
health is an investment into 
a better life and future for 
a l l , ' '  W H O  D i r e c t o r -
G e n e r a l ,  T e d r o s 
G h e b r e y e s u s  s a i d 
commenting on the report. 

Ghebreyesus said that 
even before COVID-19 hit, 
only a small fraction of  
people in need of  help had 
a c c e s s  t o  e f f e c t i v e , 
af fordable  and qual i ty 
mental health treatment, 
citing latest available global 
data from 2019. 

He said for instance, 
more than 70 per cent of  
t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m 
psychosis worldwide did not 
get the help they needed. 

“The gap between rich 

and poor nations highlights 
u n e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o 
healthcare, as seven in 10 
people  wi th  psychos i s 
receive treatment in high-
income countries, compared 
to only 12 per cent in low-
i n c o m e  c o u n t r i e s , ' ' 
Ghebreyesus said. 

According to him, the 
situation is more dramatic 
for cases of  depression, 
p o i n t i n g  t o  g a p s  i n 
a s s i s t a n c e  a c r o s s  a l l 
countries including high-
income ones. 

“ Only one third of  
people who suffer from 
depression receive formal 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e . 
Al though high- income 
countries offer 'minimally-
adequate' treatment for 
depression in 23 per cent of  
cases, this drops to just three 
per cent in low and lower 
middle-income countries,'' 
he added. 

“We need to transform 
our attitudes, actions and 
approaches to promote and 
protect mental health, and to 
provide and care for those in 
need. We can and should do 
this by transforming the 
environments that influence 
our mental health and by 
developing community-
based mental health services 
c a p a b l e  o f  a c h i e v i n g 
universal health coverage for 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h , ' ' 
G h e b r e y e s u s 
recommended. 

contain antioxidants that aid 
in preventing disease. These 
antioxidants strengthen the 
i m mu n e  s y s t e m  w h i l e 
protecting cells from free 
radical damage. 

4 )  V i t a m i n  C 
supplements help the body's 
immune system 

They support the body's 
immune system, which is one 
of  their numerous benefits. 
Vitamin C promotes the 
formation of  white blood 
cells called lymphocytes and 
phagocytes, which assist the 
body fight infections. 

Vitamin C also improves 
the activity of  these white 
blood cells while protecting 
t h e m  f r o m  p o t e n t i a l ly 
hazardous chemicals like 
free radicals. 

5 )  V i t a m i n  C 
supplements help treat 
scurvy 

Scurvy is a disorder 
caused by a significant 
shortage of  vitamin C in the 
diet that can cause anemia, 
debi l i ty,  and t i redness. 
Vitamin C tablets contain 
antioxidants that can help 
treat scurvy. 

ost of  us tend to Mcut down on sleep 
to meet our work 

t a r g e t s  o r  h o m e 
responsibilities. 

But lack of  sleep is 
known to have adverse 
effects on the brain, heart, 
weight and life in general. In 
men, sleep deprivation is 
known to cause erectile 
dysfunction. Experts have 
severally shed light on how 
lack of  sleep can lead to 
impotence in men. 

Getting quality sleep is 
significant in maintaining 
testosterone levels, which is 
vital in maintaining a man's 
erection and sexual life. It is 
p r o v e n  t h a t  m o s t 
testosterone is produced 
while sleeping; highest levels 
are produced during REM 
(deep stages of  sleep) sleep. 

When a man is sleep-
deprived, his testosterone 

ral sex is one of  the 

Omost intimate acts a 
couple can enjoy, 

but this pleasurable act can 
turn hazardous sometimes. 

Experts say this sexual 
act can significantly increase 
the risk of  catching or 
p a s s i n g  o n  s e x u a l l y 
transmitted diseases (STDs) 
inc luding HIV,  her pes, 
syphilis, gonorrhea, HPV, 
and viral hepatitis. 

A recent study published 
in the journal PLoS Biology 
found a link between oral sex 
and a common vaginal 
condition called bacterial 
vaginosis or BV. 

The study suggested that 
mouth bacteria can affect the 
microbes that live and grow 
in the vagina and contribute 
to the development of  BV. 

Bacterial vaginosis is not 
a  sexua l ly  t ransmi t t ed 
infection. It is actually an 
imbalance of  the usual 

bacteria found in the vagina. 
Usually, it doesn't cause any 
symptoms, but some women 
who have it may get a strong-
smelling discharge. 

The danger with BV 
Bacterial Vaginosis is 

q u i t e  c o m m o n  a m o n g 
women. It may not seem 
serious as it doesn't cause any 
severe symptoms, but it can 
make you more vulnerable to 
c a t c h i n g  s e x u a l l y 
transmitted diseases and 
getting urinary infections. If  
you're pregnant, it increases 
t h e  r i s k  o f  h a v i n g  a 
premature birth. 

How would you know if  
you have bacterial vaginosis? 
An unusual discharge that 
has a strong fishy smell is the 
most prominent sign of  BV. 
You may also notice a change 
in the colour and consistency 
of  your discharge, such as 
becoming greyish-white and 
thin and watery. 

A  s w a b  t e s t  c a n 
de te r mine  i f  you  have 
bacterial vaginosis or not. If  
you have it, your doctor may 
prescribe antibiotic tablets, 
gels or creams. 

Oral sex and bacterial 
vaginosis 

The  s tudy  in  PLoS 
Biology suggested that 
Fusobacterium nucleatum, a 
common type of  bacteria 
found in the mouth, may 
support the development of  
bacterial vaginosis. The 
mouth bacterium is linked 
with gum disease and dental 
plaque. 

The research team from 
the University of  California 
conducted experiments in 
human vaginal specimens 
and in mice to look at the 
bacterial behaviour. The 
mouth bacterium appeared 
to aid the growth of  other 
bacteria implicated in BV, 
they said. 

The findings concluded 
that oral sex might contribute 
to some cases of  BV. 

levels drop to as much as 70 
per cent. Thus, decrease in 
total sleep or disrupted sleep 
can impact sexual function. 
Studies have shown that 
sleep deprivation and sleep 
apnea (interrupted breathing 
while asleep) cause erectile 
dysfunction in more than 60 
per cent of  men. 

Lack of sleep and sex 
life 

Sleep deprivation is 
often associated with mood 
disorders, exhaustion and 
poor stamina. These factors 
have an impact on the sexual 
performance and thus stall 
sexual functioning and 
energy. 

P r o b l e m s  w i t h 
e jaculat ion (premature 
ejaculation and delayed 
e j a c u l a t i o n )  a r e  a l s o 
experienced by some in such 
situations. Males who are 
deprived of  sleep also tend to 

be aggressive and intolerable 
which in turn affects an 
intimate relationship. Lack 
of  sleep also speeds up the 
a g e i n g  p r o c e s s  w h i c h 
obstructs sexual activities. 

How to deal with it 
If  one experiences sleep 

deprivation, seeking medical 
help or discussing the matter 
with your partner and your 
doctor can switch things 
around. Men who have been 
treated for such cases have 
shown improvement in sleep 
p a t t e r n s  w h i c h  h a v e 
progressively enhanced 
sexual functions. Most men 
require at least 7-8 hours of  
sleep for testosterone to be 
produced;  to  mainta in 
adequate sexual function it is 
impor tant  to  ge t  good 
quality sleep. 

A range of  risk factors, 
such as age, smoking, food, 
a n d  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y , 
contribute to heart disease. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s t u dy, 
Vitamin C supplements can 
help persons with high blood 
pressure lower their blood 
pressure and minimize their 
risk of  stroke. 

2) Iron deficiency can be 
prevented by taking vitamin 
C supplements 

Iron is a vital nutrient 
serving several purposes in 
the body. It's required for the 
production of  red blood cells 
and the transportation of  
oxygen throughout the body. 
Supplementing with vitamin 
C can aid in iron absorption 
from the diet. 

Vitamin C aids in the 
conversion of  iron that is 
difficult to absorb, such as 
iron from plants, into a form 
that is simpler to absorb. 
Vitamin C supplements can 
aid in the treatment of  
anemia and the improvement 
of  iron levels in the body. 

3 )  V i t a m i n  C 
supplements protect the 
body against disease 

Vitamin C supplements 

Benefits of Vitamin C supplements 

Nearly one billion people have mental
disorder – WHO

Lack of sleep leads to erectile
dysfunction, impotence

Tired of vaginal infections? Oral s*x
may be causing it 



ife feels it's the 

Wend of  the line 
w i th  ' d r unk ' 

hubby
D e a r  O m a :  I  g o t 

pregnant at 15 and had my 
oldest daughter at 16. I met 
my husband at 18, and 
went on to have four more 
daughters. I have been with 
him for more than 30 years 
(I just turned 49). 

My girls are living their 
own lives now. The thing is, 
now that I'm alone with my 
husband, I have come to 
discover that we have 
nothing in common. I want 
to leave him, but I have no 
money, no car and no job. I 
have become someone I 
never thought I would 
become alone with no life!

My husband ignores 
me and drinks a lot. When 
we visit family, it's a free-
for-all drunk fest for him. I 
just don't have the energy at 
my age to deal with a 
drunk. I dealt all my life 
with an alcoholic father 
and I don't want to do it 
anymore. How do I begin 
to rebuild my life and start 
over? I really need to do this 
f o r  m y s e l f .  –  F r o m 
Deborah

Advice: Permit me to 
ca l l  you  Debby,  dear 
D e b b y,  I  a g r e e  t h a t 
rebuilding your life is 
something you need to do 
for yourself. The surest way 
to accomplish it would be 
to get a job. This may 
eventually equip you to 
survive on your own. If  you 
need transportation, ask 
your daughters for help, or 
take public transportation.

If  you prefer not to 
attend "family" gatherings, 
have your husband go 
a l o n e.  Yo u r  f a t h e r ' s 
a l cohol i sm may  have 
contributed to the fact that 
you married someone with 
a n  a l c o h o l  p r o b l e m , 
thinking it was "normal." If  
that's the case, consider 
finding a nearby chapter of  
A l - A n o n  ( a l -
anon.org/info) or Adult 
Children of  Alcoholics and 
Dysfunctional Families 
(adultchildren.org) and 
a t t e n d  s o m e  o f  t h e 
m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e 
sometimes held online, so 
you could do i t  on a 
computer, if  necessary. I 
wish you luck on your 
journey.

L o n g - d i s t a n c e 
relationship jolted amid 
talks of future

Dear Oma: Two years 
a g o ,  a t  a  n a t i o n a l 
conference, I bumped into 
a woman I had dated 
decades ago. We started 
dating again, even though 
she lives in Phoenix and I 

a lot of  his personality 
c o m e s  f r o m  t h a t 
experience.

That may all be true, 
but the way he is makes me 
very uncomfortable, and I 
am always nervous when 
he shows up.

Would it be weird if  I 
said something directly to 
h i m  a b o u t  h o w 
uncomfortable it makes 
me? -Sade

Advice: Giving your 
friend's husband the benefit 
of  the doubt, it 's  just 
possible he doesn't see his 
behavior as flirting, just the 
way he relates to women. 
While it's far from ideal, if  
h i s  m a n n e r s  l e d  t o 
successful sales in the days 
he was in that line of  work, 
it  just gave him more 
reason to think i t ' s  a 
winning way to be.

C lea r ly,  i t  doesn ' t 
appeal to everyone, and if  
he was any good as a 
salesman, if  you gently 
shut him down when he 
m a k e s  y o u  f e e l 
uncomfortable, hopefully 
he'll take the cue and find a 
different way to relate to 
you.

My Husbands silence 
when he is angry pisses me 
off

Dear Oma: I am the 
kind of  person who lets it 
all out when I am bothered 
by something. My husband 
is the kind who holds it all 
in and just gets sulky, which 
makes me think I have done 
something to upset him.

I want to be his real 
partner, but when he holds 
everything in, it is hard to 
know how to help him, or if  

sex at the age of  12 by an 
o lder  female.  He  has 
expressed how humiliated 
he felt and that he made it 
his mission to never feel 
inadequate again. He gets 
h i s  " k n o w l e d g e "  o f  
s a t i s f y i n g  a  w o m a n 
through porn. I have tried 
to explain to him that what 
he ' s  s ee ing  i s  on ly  a 
performance put on for the 
male viewer.

I have tried more than 
once to show him what 
really makes a woman 
"tick," but he insists I don't 
know what I'm talking 
about and that I'm lying to 
him! I have tried every 
gentle approach to avoid 
hurting his feelings. I know 
from family members ' 
c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  h i s 
bedroom having been a 
" r evo l v i n g  d o o r "  f o r 
women that he probably 
d i d n ' t  u s e  m u c h 
discernment in his past.

H o w  c a n  I  m o v e 
forward when I feel like 
he's stuck in the past? I 
k n ow  b e i n g  s ex u a l ly 
abused causes all kinds of  
trauma. He insists he's over 
it, but his actions tell me 
otherwise. I'm pretty sure 
I'm not his first unsatisfied 
partner because all his 
other relationships have 
ended because they were 
" c r a z y,  s t u p i d ,  f a t , 
unfaithful ..." I don't want 
to give up on him. Please 
help. – Mrs Patience

A d v i c e :  M a d a m , 
Talking to your husband 
must be like talking to a 
wall. Solid marriages are 
built on trust and good 
communication, and your 

live in the Midwest. The 
geographical  dis tance 
between us is challenging, 
but  we  made  i t  work 
through phone calls and 
traveling to see each other 
at least once a month.

It was working so well 
that we began discussing 
my relocating to Arizona 
so  we  could  move  in 
together. I thought that was 
our future until earlier this 
week. My lady friend just 
told me she wants to reduce 
the number of  phone calls 
we've been having each 
week to three or less. She 
explained she needs more 
time to herself  to deal with 
"challenges" she has been 
facing, and everything is 
fine with our relationship.

I was shocked because 
we had been talking two or 
more times a day as well as 
exchanging text messages. 
We  h av e  b o t h  f a c e d 
s igni f icant  chal lenges 
during our relationship and 
we had used our talks to 
figure out how to deal with 
them.

I said I wanted to talk 
more than three times a 
week. She says this won't 
work.  She  wants  less 
contact -- much less. She 
also canceled our next in-
person get-together. I feel 
like our relationship is 
heading for the rocks. 
When I expressed this, my 
girlfriend continued to 
insist everything is "fine" 
and we could have the same 
relat ionship with less 
contact. I disagree. What 
do you think? 

Advice: Because this 
lady didn't elaborate on 
what  chal lenges  she 's 
facing, I think the abrupt 
change in her behavior may 
be her way of  trying to let 
you down easy. I can't guess 
what may have caused her 
change of  heart, but please 
accept my sympathy.

My friend's husband is 
flirting with me

D e a r  O m a :  E v e n 
though everyone says it's 
just his personality, I am 
having a hard time being 
around the husband of  one 
of  my friends. He flirts 
constantly, with all the 
women, no matter their age 
or relationship to him or his 
wife. When I have spoken 
to my friend about it, she 
says it doesn't bother her 
anymore. She knows it's 
harmless, and it used to bug 
her when they were first 
together,  but  she just 
ignores it now. She said she 
knows he loves her and isn't 
looking for any outside 
action. She also said that he 
used to be in sales, and that 

it is something I am doing 
or if  it is work, or his family, 
or what.

H o w  d o  I  g e t  m y 
husband to just let me 
know what is bothering 
him? --- From Oluebube

Advice: Some people 
are silent processors, some 
aren't. I suspect that for all 
the encouragement to “get 
in touch with our feelings,” 
there are still plenty of  us 
who choose to work things 
through in our own time, in 
our own way. In your and 
your husband's case, you're 
obviously on different ends 
of  the “blurt it out” scale.

My advice is to be 
patient with him. Even if  
it's something that you're 
doing or not doing that's 
bothering him, pushing too 
constantly to get him to talk 
to you about it might only 
force him further into his 
silence; and in at least some 
cases, he possibly feels he 
doesn't want to burden you 
with his problems until he's 
worked  them out  fo r 
himself.

W h e n  h e ' s  i n  h i s 
processing mode, you can 
let him know you're aware 
something's up and you 
want to help if  you're able, 
if  only as a sounding board. 
Your support, including 
when you don't know what 
you're supporting, may be 
the best way to both help 
and to get through to your 
husband.

My husband was abuse 
and it 's  affecting my 
marriage

D e a r  O m a :  M y 
husband was forced into 

husband seems capable of  
neither. I admire your 
perseverance. The fact that 
he may have never had 
counselling to deal with 
what he went through as a 
child is regrettable. It could 
help even now.

A licensed sex therapist 
might be able to help your 
husband see that you are 
not lying to him when you 
tell him that what pleases 
one woman might not 
please another. If  you can't 
make him understand what 
makes you "tick," then 
cross your fingers and hope 
the therapist can get the 
message across.

L o n e l y  w i d o w 
c o n s i d e r s  o f f e r  f r o m 
younger friend

Oma My husband died 
recent ly.  I  have  been 
approached by a much 
younger man for a sexual 
relationship. I want to, but I 
feel he is too young. I'm in 
my 50's and he's in his 20's, 
almost the same age as my 
son. We have been friends 
for years, and I am unsure 
if  I should change the 
relationship. I see no future 
in it except occasional sex. 
Should I drop it or consider 
the possibilities?

Sometimes in difficult 
cases like this, Oma needs 
the help of  our dear readers 
and followers, kindly send 
in your opinion to our 
Whatsapp number  on 
08102579656. It would be 
nice to hear from you.

See you in our next 
e d i t i o n … e n j o y  y o u r 
weekend.

Letter to Oma
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EU parliament backs Ukraine, Moldova
as leaders meet in Brussels
E

U leaders are in the Bel-
gian capital to discuss 
the membership bids of  
Ukraine and Moldova. 

Meanwhile, the European Par-
liament has voted heavily in favor 
of  the two countries getting can-
didate status.

The European Parliament 
has voted in favor of  granting 
Ukraine and Moldova EU can-
didate status while leaders are 
meeting in Brussels to discuss the 
issue on Thursday.

European Parliament President 
Roberta Metsola said the parlia-
mentary vote had been “une-
quivocal” and that the European 
Council “should grant candidate 
status today” to the two coun-
tries. “This will show leadership, 
resolve and vision in context of  
Russia’s war against Ukraine,” 
she tweeted.

European Union leaders are 
also set to give their opinion on 
Thursday as they meet to dis-
cuss the possibility of  backing 
the proposal, a first step in a long 
journey toward full membership 
that could take up to a decade to 
come to fruition.

The EU’s 27 nations have been 
united in backing Ukraine since 
Russia invaded on February 24, 
adopting unprecedented eco-
nomic sanctions against Moscow.

EU leaders were initially di-
vided on how quickly the bloc 
should accept Ukraine as a mem-
ber, with the Netherlands, Swe-
den and Denmark among the 

most skeptical.
But Ukraine’s bid got a boost 

last week when the European 
Commission gave its endorse-
ment based on Kyiv’s answers to 
a questionnaire.

“Today the EU is sending a 
message of  solidarity to the peo-
ple of  Ukraine that you belong 

Olaf Scholz and Ursula von der Leyen are among those in attendance to discuss the next steps over Ukraine’s and Moldova’s 
EU membership bids.

Deported Ethiopian migrants tell of suffering
in Saudi Arabia detention

T
ens of  thousands of  
Ethiopian migrants are 
being deported from 
Saudi Arabia. They tell 

of  being detained for months in 
miserable conditions. At home, 
they face an uncertain future.

Abdela Mohammed spent 13 
“unbearable” months languish-
ing in an overcrowded Saudi de-
tention center before being repat-
riated back to Ethiopia in May.

He was locked in a single cell 
with about 200 others, he said. 
The detainees slept on the bare 
floor and were barely fed enough 
to survive.

“There wasn’t enough food,” 
Abdela said of  his time in the 
Shmeisi Detention Center, east 
of  Jeddah. “We only ate breakfast 
and the rice we were given wasn’t 
even enough for a single mouth-
ful.”

The detainees were also denied 
medical care, the 31-year-old said.

“When we knocked on the 
doors to tell them someone was 
sick, they called us ‘dogs’ and 
told us to ‘let them die’,” Abdela 
recalled in an telephone interview 

from his hometown in Ethiopia’s 
southern region, where he has 
been living with his family since 
his return.

He and other detainees called 
Ethiopia’s embassy from prison, 
he recounted, but they “didn’t 
help us.”

“One day an embassy employ-
ee, who witnessed us being beat-
en up by the police [in detention], 
said to us: ‘Let them beat you’.”

No one visited us when we 
told them that someone was sick. 
When we informed them about 
the death of  an old man, they re-
fused to take his corpse and bury 
it.”

Abdela despaired of  making it 
out of  the cell alive: “I thought I 
would never get out and be a hu-
man being again.”

DW has tried to contact Ethi-
opia’s embassy in Saudi Arabia 
for a comment but has so far been 
unsuccessful.

Solomon Belete spent even 
longer in detention. He doesn’t 
want to talk about his 22 months 
locked up, other to say that it was 
“suffocating”.

Foreign News  

Putin threatens to deploy 
new Satan II nuclear missile

R
ussian President 
Vladimir Putin has 
threatened to deploy 
Russia’s new Satan II 

nuclear missile, which can reach 
the UK in just three minutes, by 
the end of  2022.

The Russian President has also 
said the country will also contin-
ue to boost its military following 
damage suffered during its on-
going invasion of  Ukraine and 
praised his troops for battling 
‘like heroes’.

Speaking as he hosted military 

academy graduates at the Krem-
lin on Tuesday, Putin said Russia 
will place the first batch of  Sar-
mat ballistic missiles on combat 
duty by the end of  the year as 
part of  the efforts.

The Sarmat missile, or ‘Satan 
II’, is said to be the world’s long-
est-range intercontinental ballis-
tic missile, capable of  striking a 
target 11,200 miles away - mean-
ing it could easily strike targets in 
the US and Europe.

Putin has previously hailed 
the development of  the missile, 

which was successfully test-fired 
in April, ‘a big, significant event’ 
for Russia’s defense industry, 
saying the Sarmat will ‘ensure 
Russia’s security from external 
threats and make those who try 
to threaten our country with ag-
gressive rhetoric think twice.’

Western military experts have 
said the Sarmat is capable of  
carrying 10 or more nuclear war-
heads and decoys - easily enough 
to wipe out territories the size 
of  Britain or France in a single 
strike.

to the European family, that you 
belong to the EU ... and you will 
get candidate status,” Irish Prime 
Minister Micheal Martin said as 
he arrived at the summit.

Nevertheless, the head of  the 
Ukrainian presidency, Andriy Ye-
rmak, said Kyiv was still “waiting 
for the green light” to receive EU 

candidate status, adding that the 
objective is to achieve “full mem-
bership.”

Ukraine has been vocal about 
its determination to join the EU 
ever since Russian troops invad-
ed in late February, with fighting 
raging especially in the east of  the 
country.

Leaders will also debate Thurs-
day a recommendation for the 
European Commission to grant 
Moldova, a country that borders 
Ukraine, candidate status.

Thursday’s talks will also in-
clude moving forward with acces-
sion negotiations for North Mac-
edonia and Albania, with the two 
countries being given candidate 
status in 2005 and 2014 respec-
tively.

“For almost 20 years, the coun-
tries and the citizens of  the West-
ern Balkans have been waiting for 
the opportunity to become mem-
bers of  the European Union,” 
German Chancellor Olaf  Scholz 
said ahead of  the summit in Brus-
sels.

Scholz mentioned that North 
Macedonia had even changed its 
name to further its aspirations of  
joining the EU.

But the 33-year-old is happy 
to describe the dreams that sent 
him to Saudi Arabia in the first 
place: to build a family home for 
himself  and his parents and save 
money to start a business back in 
Ethiopia.

A trained physical education 

teacher, he had spent several years 
looking for job at home after grad-
uating from university.

So when a friend living in Saudi 
Arabia told him it would be easy 
to get a driving job in the Gulf  
state, Solomon jumped at the 
chance.
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and Sadio Mane will go 
down as one of  the best 
attacking trios in history. 
Between them, they scored a 
total of  374 times for the 
Reds over their five seasons 
together. And Liverpool 
have won all that could be 

iverpool are tipped Lt o  n e x t  w a v e 
farewell to Roberto 

Firmino as Jurgen Klopp's 
ruthless remodelling of  the 
Reds attack continues.

The t r iumverate  of  
Firmino, Mohamed Salah 

o r e  t h a n  1 . 2 Mmill ion t ickets 
have been sold for 

Qatar's 2022 World Cup, 
organisers have  confirmed.

The most recent phase 
of  ticket sales, a random 
selection draw, closed at the 
end of  April  with 23.5 
mi l l ion  t i cke t  reques t s 
coming in largest numbers 
from Argentina, Brazil, 
England, France, Mexico, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United States, according to 
FIFA,  wor ld  foo tba l l ' s 
governing body.

“ I  t h i n k  a b o u t  1 . 2 
million tickets have already 
been purchased. So people 
are actually buying and 
people are excited to come,” 
said Hassan Al Thawadi, 
secretary general of  Qatar's 
Supreme Committee for 
Delivery and Legacy.

A total of  two million 
ticket will be available during 
the 28-day tournament in 
November and December, he 
said.

The next opportunity to 
purchase World Cup tickets 
will be on a first-come, first-
served basis, but the date has 
not been announced yet.

World Cup qualification 
matches have now concluded 
and all 32 available slots for 
the tournament have been 
secured.

Qatar hopes to attract 

1.2 million visitors during the 
World Cup, nearly half  of  its 
population.

Organisers are working 
to avoid price-gouging fans, 
and, although the local 
business community should 
benefit, the tournament 
should be affordable and 
access ib le  for  fans,  Al 
Thawadi said  at the Qatar 
Economic Forum organised 
by Bloomberg.

A central concern has 
been the cost and availability 
of  accommodation in the 
Gulf  Arab state, which has 
fewer than 30,000 hotel 
rooms, according to the most 
recent estimates by Qatar 
Tourism. Eighty per cent of  
those rooms are currently 
allocated to FIFA's guests, 
organisers said.

“In terms of  availability, 
we've tried to ensure that we 
provide different offerings on 
different categories. So from 
the affordable, which range 
from $80 to $100 a night all 
the way to the pricier ones in 
terms of  five-star hotels,” Al 
Thawadi said.

Qatar has boosted non-
h o t e l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
making 65,000 rooms in 
v i l l a s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t s 
available for fans to book and 
around 4,000 rooms in two 
cruise ships moored in Doha 
port.

olden Eaglets' head 

Gc o a c h ,  N d u k a 
Ugbade, says his 

players are battle-ready for 
the final of  the WAFU B-17 
Championship  aga ins t 
Burkina Faso on Friday 
(today).

The Eaglets rallied back 
from a goal down to beat 
Cote d'Ivoire 3-1 in the semi-
final on Tuesday night.

The Nigerian boys also 
booked a spot at the Africa 
U-17 Cup of  Nations slated 
for Algeria in 2023 following 
the win.

Burkina Faso on the 
other hand beat hosts Ghana 
1-0 to secure a place in the 
final.

The Young Etalons just 
like the Golden Eaglets, are 

ederal Government Fo n  T h u r s d a y 
rescinded its decision 

t o  s u s p e n d  N i g e r i a ' s 
basketball teams from all 
international competitions.

I s m a i l a  A b u b a k a r, 
Pe r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y, 
Ministry of  Youth and 
Sports Development, made 
t h i s  k n o w n  d u r i n g  a 

uper Eagles went down 

Sone step in the current 
FIFA ranking dished 

out today.  The Jose Poseiro 
tutored s ide  have  been 
dangling like a yoyo for some 
time now.

E a g l e s  w h o  w i l l  b e 
watching the forthcoming 
World cup in Qatar from a 
distance having failed to 
q u a l i f y, w e r e  3 2 n d  i n 
Febr uar y  th i s  year  but 
improved to 30th in March 
before dropping to current 
31st position, losing the the 
30th position to World cup 
bound Tunisia. The team 
however remain 4th in Africa 
behind table toppers Senegal, 
Morocco and Tunisia.

Nations cup winners 
Senegal moved up 12 places, 
Morocco 13 places up and 
Tunisia 15 places up. Eagles 
recorded back to back victory 
in the in recent Nations cup 
qualifies and will be hoping 

to improve more when the 
c o n t e s t  r e s u m e s  i n 
September. The usual table 
toppers in world ranking 
however continue to enjoy 
their cruise control.

Brazil  remain in the 
n u m b e r  o n e  s p o t  a n d 
Belgium also retained second 

helsea are interested 

Cin Juventus centre-
back Matthijs de Ligt, 

according to reports in Italy.
T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 

Netherlands defender has a 
£103m (€120m) release 
c l ause  in  h i s  Juven tus 
contract, which is due to 
expire in 2024, and the club 

will only entertain offers 
close to that mark.

Juventus club chiefs met 
with De Ligt's agent Rafaela 
P i m e n t a  o n  T h u r s d ay, 
mainly to speak about Paul 
Pogba's potential return to 
Turin.

Chelsea are looking for 
defensive reinforcements in 
this transfer window, having 
seen Antonio Rudiger and 
Andreas Christensen leave 
upon the expiration of  their 
contracts.

place.
Argentina moved up one 

place to third, edging out 
World cup winners France 
who are now in four th 
posit ion while England 
currently having criticisms 
over poor run in the nations 
League  remain 5th on the log

Spain are in sixth, Italy 
seventh, Netherlands in 
eight, Portugal in ninth spot 
with Denmark concluding 
the top 10.

The next FIFA/Coca-
Cola World Ranking will be 
published on 25 August 2022.

conference in Abuja on 
Thursday, Channels Tv 
reports.

According to Abubakar, 
the latest decision is based 
on a letter of  appeal from the 
N i g e r i a  B a s k e t b a l l 
Federation (NBBF), signed 
by Mr Musa Kida.

He said intervention by 
concerned stakeholders, 

f o r m e r  N i g e r i a n 
international basketball 
players and well-meaning 
Nigerians to seek solutions 
to the issues triggered the 
decision.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari had in May approved 
the withdrawal of  Nigeria 
f rom a l l  in ter nat ional 
basketball competitions.

Sunday Dare, Minister 
o f  Yo u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h o 
confirmed the development 
had said the suspension will 
last for two years.

H e  h a d  s a i d  t h e 
development would allow 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o 
concentrate on efforts to 
revamp the sport.

unbeaten in the competition.
“We are going into the 

final match, and we are up 
against Burkina Faso, a team 
that has won all its four 
m a t c h e s  i n  t h i s 
competition,” Ugbade told 
thenff.com.

“We have also won our 
three matches here but we 
must win the fourth and final 
one to clinch the trophy.

“We will  not allow 
Burkina Faso play five 
matches and win all five 
matches. We must work 
assiduously to win all our 
four matches here to be the 
only undefeated team of the 
tournament.”

The game is scheduled 
for the Cape Coast Stadium. 
Kick-off  is 6.30pm Ghana 
time (7.30pm Nigeria time).

their attack, often being 
labelled as the signing of  the 
season, such was his impact.

The biggest indicator was 
still to come though when 
earlier this month, Liverpool 
shattered their club record 
for the signing of  Darwin 

Nunez.
The Uruguayan arrives 

with a fearsome record at 
Benfica and looks another 
a s t u t e  c a p t u r e  b y  t h e 
Merseysiders.

Mane, Salah and Firmino 
all move into the final year of  
their contract this summer, 
leaving Liverpool with little 
choice.

And the first of  those 

departures was confirmed on 
T u e s d a y  w h e n  M a n e 
completed a £35m move to 
Bayern Munich.

He departs Anfield with 
the gratitude of  everyone, 
not least Klopp, who claims 
Mane made 'it all possible'.

“Towards the end of  last 
season, Roberto Firmino 
didn't play as often as he 
would like. He was a regular 
at one point and played 
nearly every game.

won, with the club also going 
close to a quadruple in 
2021/22.

But the January arrival of  
L u i s  D i a z  f r o m  Po r t o 
dropped a heavy hint of  what 
was to come. The Colombian 
slotted in effortlessly into 

Firmino tipped to follow Sadio Mane out of Anfield

WAFU U-17 Final: Golden Eaglets fired up for
Burkina Faso test – Ugbade

FG lifts ban on international basketball competitions

Qatar 2022: 1.2 million
tickets already sold
– Organisers

FIFA ranking: Super Eagles drop one place to 31st

Chelsea interested in de Ligt

Golden Eaglets

Firmino

de Ligt
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undesliga player of  Bt h e  s e a s o n , 
C h r i s t o p h e r 

Nkunku signed a contract 
extension with RB Leipzig 
through to 2026, the club 
announced on Thursday, 

j a x  f o r w a r d , 

ASebastien Haller 
flew to Germany 

on Thursday to complete a 
medica l  check  be fore 
s igning with Borussia 
D o r t m u n d  a s  a 
replacement for Erling 
Haaland.

Haller was picked up 
by Dortmund officials after 
landing at the city's airport 
from where he was taken 
for his medical.

The 28-year-old Ivory 
Coast international is 
reportedly poised to ink a 
f o u r - y e a r  d e a l  w i t h 
Dor tmund  to  r e p lace 
Haaland, who has joined 
Premier League champions 
Manchester City.

German daily Bild say 

Haller's transfer from Ajax 
is set to cost Bundesliga 
runners-up around 31 
m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( $ 3 2 . 5 
million) including bonuses.

Haller was in superb 
form in the Champions 
League last season, scoring 
11 goals in eight games 
including four in a 5-1 win 
over Sporting Lisbon in 
Ajax ' s  opening g roup 
match.

The Dutch champions 
bowed out in the last 16, but 
Haller went on to score 21 
goals in 31 games in the 
Eredivisie.

enk have set a new 

Gprice tag of  £17m for 
N i g e r i a 

international Paul Onuachu 
during this summer transfer, 
according to reports. 

T h e  f o r m e r  B e l g i a n 
champions managed to keep 
their most prized asset from 
leaving last season but are 
now preparing for life after the 
Super Eagles striker. 

Following his impressive 
performance from last season, 
Onuachu, who scored 23 
goals and made three assists 
in 43 games, has been linked 
with top European clubs with 
West  Ham,  Sevi l la  and 
Benfica believed to be leading 
the chase for the striker. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
football.london, the 28-year-
old has been listed among the 
players wanted by West Ham 
and Tottenham.

“Spurs and West Ham 
have found out the price they 

need to pay if  they want to 
secure the signing of  Nigerian 
striker Paul Onuachu,” the 
website wrote. 

“Onuachu can now leave 
for £17m and he is the player 
with the least valuation on our 
list.” 

Genk coach,  Wouter 
Vrancken, also revealed that 
he was unsure of  Onuachu's 
stay at the club ahead of  the 
new season.

He also spoke about 
Cyriel Dessers' future. 

“A perception has been 
created that we are going to 
keep a big clean in the core,” 
Vrancken told Belang van 
Limburg. 

“ Fo r  m e  t h a t  i s  n o t 
necessary. My first impression 
of  the boys is purely positive; I 
would like to work with them 
all. 

“One of  the issues is the 
striker position. Just like last 
year, it is doubtful whether 

Onuachu will stay in the 
Cegeka Arena, while Cyriel 
Dessers also enjoys a lot of  
interest after his strong loan 
spell to Feyenoord. 

“For the time being, they 
(Dessers and Onuachu) are 
both still here. 

“But the reality is that the 
situation may be different by 
the start of  the competition.” 

e n d i n g  m o n t h s  o f  
s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  a 
possible departure.

The versatile France 
attacking midfielder scored 
20 league goals and assisted 
13 in 34 league matches in 

his most prolific season 
since joining in 2019, while 
also lifting the German Cup 
in May.

His superb form made 
him a hot transfer target for 
several top European clubs 

with his future unclear prior 
to Thursday's contract 
extension. Sources had told 
ESPN that Manchester 
U n i t e d  w e r e  a m o n g 
interested parties.

“ I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o 

continue wearing the RB 
Leipzig shirt,” the 24-year-
old said. “After our great 
achievement in winning the 
DFB-Pokal [German Cup], 
it remained clear that my 
story here isn't over yet – we 
want more.

“RB Leipzig have made 
a name for themselves on 
the international stage in 
recent years and have 

a r s e i l l e  h a v e Mreportedly made 
an offer to sign 

Arsenal  lef t -back Nuno 
Tavares on loan for the 2022-
23 season.

The 22-year-old arrived 
at the Emirates from Benfica 
last summer and ended his 
debut year at Arsenal with 
one goal and two assists from 
28 outings in all tournaments.

T a v a r e s  m a d e  2 2 
appearances in the Premier 
L e a g u e  d u r i n g  K i e r a n 
Tier ney ' s  in jur y - forced 
layoffs, starting 13 of  them 
and scoring his first goal for 
the club against Manchester 
United.

However, the Portugal 
Under-21 international was 
criticised for some below-par 
defensive displays and was 
memorably taken off  in the 
first half  of  the Gunners' FA 
Cup third-round loss to 
Nottingham Forest.

With Tier ney set  to 
return from injury in time for 
the start of  the new season, 
Arsena l  a re  sa id  to  be 
considering the possibility of  
a loan move elsewhere for 
Tavares.

According to French 
o u t l e t  F o o t  M e r c a t o , 
M a r s e i l l e  –  w h o  we r e 
previously reported to hold 
an interest in Tavares  have 
now approached Arsenal 
with a loan offer for the 
defender.

The report adds that 
Marseille's proposal also 
includes an option to buy, and 
Arsenal are yet to respond to 
the Olympiens' request, but a 

straight loan deal would be 
acceptable to the Gunners.

Should Marseille try to 
strike a permanent deal for 
the left-back, Arsenal would 
supposedly be after a €40m 
(£34.5m) fee to let Tavares 
leave for good.

ike Jackson will Mcoach Burnley's 
U23 s ide  next 

season.
The 48-year-old held the 

role prior to becoming the 
t e m p o r a r y  f i r s t - t e a m 
manager after Sean Dyche's 
dismissal in ApriJackson 
picked up 11 points from his 
eight games in charge but 
Burnley dropped into the 
Championship.

New manager, Vincent 
Kompany has brought in his 
own backroom staff  for the 
first team.

shown time and again that 
we can compete for titles. 
We want to build on that 
going forward and go one 
step further.”

Leipzig finished fourth 
in the Bundesliga and will 
be playing in next season's 
Champions League group 
stage. They also reached the 
Europa League semifinals.

Egypt
19:00 Misr Lel Makkasa - Al 
Masry—X2
21:30 Al Ahly – Pyramids—Un 2.5

Brazil
23:00 Sao Paulo – Juventude—1 
23:00 Goias – Cuiaba—Un 2.5
00:00 Corinthians – Santos—X 
21:00 Avai – Palmeiras—2 

Belarus
20:00 Neman – BATE—X2

Japan
12:00 Kawasaki Frontale – Iwata—1 
12:00 Sagan Tosu - FC Tokyo—1X

Argentina
23:00 Racing Club – Aldosiv—Ov 1.5
02:30 Boca Juniors - Union de Santa 
Fe—1 
23:00 Estudiantes L.P. - Newells Old 
Boys—X2 

Jordan
17:00 Al Sareeh - Al Salt—Un 2.5

Betting tips for the weekend
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Man Utd target, Nkunku signs new Leipzig deal

Dortmund on verge of
signing Sebastien Haller

Genk ready to sell Onuachu for £17m

Marseille approach Arsenal
with Nuno Tavares loan offer

Mike Jackson
becomes Burnley
U-23 coach

Tavares

Nkunku

Haller Onuachu


