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Sex slavery: Police arrest 35 under-age
girls in Anambra
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
s one of  the measures 
to address the chal-
lenges of  the surge 

emanating from registration 
of  voters, Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) in Anambra, have 
created an additional twenty 
five centres and also reopened 

Anambra Resident Elec-
toral Commisioner, Dr 
Nkwachukwu Orji made this 
known to journalists in a press 
conference held at Awka on 
Wednesday. According to 
him, “I earlier intimated you 
on the observed surge in the 
number of  citizens seeking to 
register during the on-going 
Continuous Voters Registra-
tion (CVR) exercise, its impli-

INEC creates additional 25 centres in Anambra
cations to both the Commis-
sion and the public, as well 
as the measures the Commis-
sion is adopting to address the 
challenge”.  

“I am pleased to announce 
that the Commission has cre-
ated additional 25 registration 
centres in Anambra State, 
and that they commenced op-
eration by 9.00 am today. The 
locations of  the centres will 
be distributed to you shortly. 
The additional centres bring 
the total number of  centres 
in Anambra State to 87. We 
have reopened some LGA 
Offices that were shut down 
as a result of  insecurity. Spe-
cifically, on Tuesday, 7 June 
2022, the Idemili North LGA 
Office was reopened”. 

“Today, 14 June 2022, we 
have resumed registration 
exercise in Ogbaru and Ay-

amelum LGAs”. 
Dr Orji noted that “We 

have reorganized our opera-
tional procedure by separat-
ing people seeking biometric 
services from those that re-
quire non-biometric services. 
In this sense, biometric servic-
es involve fresh registration 
while non-biometric services 
include request for PVC Re-
placement, Voter Transfer, 
and Update. Let me restate 
that those requesting nonbi-
ometric services need not to 
come to the registration cen-
tres. These services can be 
obtained through the Com-
mission’s CVR Portal”.

“However, we have de-
ployed personnel to assist 
those who cannot access the 
online portal at the various 
registration centres. 

In areas where the security 

situation permits, we would 
extend our time of  operation, 
which is 9.00 am to 3.00 pm. 
We would continue expand 
our public communication to 
inform and educate members 
of  the public”. 

He further explained that 
the State Office is addressing 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
t was another break 
through for police oper-
atives of  the Anambra 

state command as thirty 
five under aged sex workers 
were on Monday arrested in 
at Gally Gally hotel Nkpor, 
Idemili north local govern-
ment area.

The police also recov-
ered in their possession one 
pump action gun, a cash 
sum of  Eight hundred and 
seventy seven thousand, 
five hundred naira and also 
arrested three other persons 
said to be in charge of  the 
hotel.

Confirming the report, 
police image maker, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu On be-
half  of  the Commissioner 
of  police Anambra State 

disclosed this to News Echo 
on Wednesday, 15th June.

According to him, “Fol-
lowing a rigorous analysis of  
crime trends and pattern, the 
Command Operatives on 
13th June, 2022, working on 
information busted a hotel 
named Gally Gally in Nk-
por where they use children 
between the ages of  14years 
- 17years for sex slaves, pros-
titution and baby factory”.

“The Operatives rescued, 
35 girls and 4 of  them are 
pregnant. The police also 
arrested 3persons namely: 
Mrs Ifeoma Uzo age ‘F’ 
35yrs, Chidiebere Alaka ‘M’ 
28years and Nweke Chid-
iebere. We recovered three 
pump action gun, seven 
cartridges and cash sum of  
Eight hundred and seventy 
seven thousand, five hun-
dred naira (#877,500). The 

Suspects arrested are being 
interrogated with a view 
to eliciting information on 
their involvement and un-
masking other gang mem-
bers”.

“We also have NATIP 
here, whom we shall hand 
over the victims for the wel-
fare and rehabilitation of  
the children. All suspects 
will charged to court at the 
end of  investigations”.

The statement further 
noted that “What we doing 
today is not only showcase 
the achievement of  the com-
mand but to advice parents 
and guardians to always 
create a deliberate relation-
ship with their children 
and wards. This will help 
to guide and direct them in 
their activities. It will help to 
monitor against unforeseen 
issues and bad company.”

We kidnapped, killed our victim, after 
collecting N2m ransom - 18-yr-old confesses
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt. 

E
ighteen year old 
Goodness Ka-
ku-smart has con-

fessed to the police about 
how him and members of  
his gang kidnapped, killed 
one David Kalu-onyems 
and buried him in a shallow 
grave after collecting two 
million naira ransom from 
the family.  Kaku-smart said 
Kenneth Owondha, Den-
nis Igwe Ibentaho Favour 
John who are all eighteen 
years and twenty year old 
Idaresit Emmanuel-kpene 
A.K.A Daddy Boy as well 
as Mercy Udoh who is for-
ty-three year old arrested 
by police joined in the kid-
nap that led to the death 

of  David Kalu-onyems. 
Kalu-Smart while reveal-
ing how his boss lured 
him into the kidnapping 
business with promise of  
making him rich, revealed 
that his boss made to take 
blood oath never to reveal 
to anyone. Kalu-Smart fur-
ther disclosed that he shot 
the victim on his leg when 
he tried to struggle his gun 
with him. Narrating further 
on how they kidnapped 
their victim, He explained 
that they carried their nefar-
ious act at gunpoint around 
boundary between Imo and 
Rivers States, 

He said they killed and 
buried him before they were 
arrested by the operative 
of  C4I Intelligent with one 
AK47 magazine and a pis-

reports of  misconduct by staff  
of  the Commission. To bol-
ster public confidence in the 
Commission, the two Reg-
istration Officers accused of  
misconduct in Nnewi North 
LGA have been replaced, 
while investigation of  the 
matter continues. We have set 
up a WhatsApp line with the 
following number: 0704 352 
8329 to receive complaints 

and enquiries. Complaints 
should contain specific de-
tails, including names and 
locations, that would aid the 
Commission in judicious 
handling of  the issues. 

“We wish to restate our ap-
peal for the patience, under-
standing and cooperation of  
the public in this challenging 
time”, he added.

tol. He pleaded for mercy. 
A relative of  the kidnapped 
victim, Ibe Ifeanyichuk-
wu who spoke to news-
men at the state command 
headquarters demanded 
for justice over the kidnap 
and murder of  his uncle. 
He lamented that the ac-
tion of  the kidnappers has 
thrown his entire family 
into mourning and only jus-
tice will assuage the already 
bereaved family. Another 
victim, Abubakar Ibra-
him-Umar whose truck was 
conveying one Hundred 
and Fifty bags of  fertilizer 
valued at twenty-two mil-
lion Naira said suspects also 
ambushed, diverted him to 
Igbo-Etche. He said he was 
rescued by the police and 
recovered their vehicle and 
goods.

Federal Govt borrows to pay salaries - Acting AGF

T
he federal govern-
ment is currently bor-
rowing money to pay 

salaries, the acting Account-
ant General of  the Federa-
tion, Anamekwe Nwabuo-
ku, has said.

At a retreat organised 
by the office of  the AGF 
for members of  the tech-
nical sub-committee on 
cash management, TSCM, 
in Abuja, on Tuesday, 
Nwabuoku said there was 
an increase in government 
expenditure, due to rising 
security challenges and the 
social needs of  the citizenry.

He said: “We have to bor-
row to augment payment 
of  salaries and wages. This 
shows we are in very diffi-
cult times. Government in-
come is highly challenged.

”Records available indi-
cate that due to dwindling 
revenues, the treasury had 
to resort to other sources 
to augment the payment of  
federal government public 
servants.

He said there was an in-
crease in government ex-
penditure due to increasing 
security challenges and so-
cial needs of  the citizenry.

The acting AGF called for 
deliberate efforts to revert 
the trend through fiscal dis-
cipline, economic diversifi-
cation, export sector promo-
tion and plugging revenue 
leakages, among others, to 
ensure revenue inflow.

 “Now that these challeng-
es stare us in the face, you 
are all expected at this gath-
ering to come out with ideas 

that will push us through.
 “Therefore, we must all, 

at this retreat, strive towards 
identifying the challenges 
to revenue generation and 
other means of  enhancing 
inflow into federal govern-
ment cash box; ensuring 
the cutting down of  cost 
of  governance in the most 
acceptable way and ensur-
ing synergy among and 
within stakeholders in the 
sub-committee.”

The acting AGF lauded 
the efforts of  the Minister 
of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Zainab 
Ahmed, for her consistent 
support in improving mem-
bers’ capabilities.

In his remarks, the Direc-
tor of  Funds, OAGF, Sabo 
Mohammed,, said a deep-

... Opens 3 LGA offices closed due to insecurity 

... Discover baby factory, recover arms, cash

er fiscal discipline required 
that government avoided 
excessive borrowings.

 “It warrants avoiding ex-
cessive borrowing and debt 
accumulation. It’s expected 
that discussions at this fo-
rum will help in improving 
the capacities of  members 
and stakeholders and get-
ting them more through.

 “Therefore, we must all, 
at this retreat, strive towards 
identifying the challenges 
to revenue generation and 
other means of  enhancing 
inflow into federal govern-
ment cash box; ensuring 
the cutting down of  cost 
of  governance in the most 
acceptable way and ensur-
ing synergy among and 
within stakeholders in the 
sub-committee.”

Ebonyi 2023: I’m APC authentic governorship
candidate - Nwifuru
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Speaker of  Ebonyi 
State House of  Assem-
bly, Rt. Hon. Francis 

Ogbonnaya Nwifuru has said 
that he is the APC authentic 
governorship candidate in 
Ebonyi State. Nwifuru, who 
stated this on Wednesday 
during an interactive session 
with journalists in Abakaliki, 
said there was nothing like  

pararell congresses conducted 
in  Ebonyi State. He boasted 
that he would be sworn in as 
the next governor of  Ebonyi 
State come May 29th, 2023.

According to him, Ebonyi 
State was one of  the states 
that had a successful guber-
natorial primary election. He 
disclosed that it was only Ju-
lius Ali Ucha that petitioned 
the congress, which he said 
had been treated.

“There was nothing like a 

parallel Congresses in Ebonyi 
APC. There was no petition 
from Ebonyi State. Only Ju-
lius Ucha submitted a peti-
tion and it was treated. 

“Ebonyi is one of  the five 
states without petition. I am 
the candidate for APC in the 
state. And by the grace of  
God, I will be sworn in on 
May 29th, 2023. It is better 
you tell everybody the truth 
the party you belong to. I am 
in APC”, he stressed.

Anambra Local Government system 
must be functional, says Hon Ezeudu
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he member repre-
senting Dunukofia 
Constituency at the 

Anambra State House of  
Assembly Hon. Lawrence 
Ezeudu has called on Exec-
utive Governor of  Anambra 
State Prof Charles Soludo 
to conduct Local govern-
ment elections.

Hon. Ezeudu while mak-
ing his submission at plena-
ry stated that the Transition 
Committees being appoint-
ed to carry the affairs of  the 
Local Government are level 
illegal. He urged Soludo to 
constitute effective Local 
Government Election in 

the State with immediate 
effects.

In his words “Section 7 
of  the 1999 Constitution as 
amended made it very clear 
that the local government 
system is the third tear of  
government. “Section 8 of  
the 1999 constitution as 
amended, mandate the state 
government to conduct local 
government election. “More 
than six years that I have 
been in these assembly there 
have been the recalling deci-
mal of  appointing transition 
chairmen. Are we the con-
spirators of  our own misfor-
tune? ” I have the instruction 
and mandate to my people, 
to say NO to Transition 
Chairmen and Chancellor’s.



Anambra govt launches regenerative 
agricultural policy

News

By Ikenna Orioha

P
olice had stopped a 
group of  youths from 
carrying out a peace-

ful protest within the streets 
of  Owerri, urging them to 
make a request for official 
approval by the police to 
avoid stiff  action against 
them by security agents in 
the state.

The police officers who 
were led by the Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police 
in charge of  Operations, 
Imo State Command.... 
stormed at the Imo Inter-
national Conference Cen-
tre Owerri on Wednesday 
where they intending pro-
testers converged for possi-
ble take off  of  the demon-
stration and told them to 

Peter Obi interacting with the top Executives and Engineers of the New Capital Power Plant in New Cairo, Egypt. The plant currently 
generates 4800 megawatts of electricity.

cancel the awareness pend-
ing approval by the police 
in respect to a formal letter 
addressed to the police to 
that effect.

According to the police, 
“the peaceful protest may 
attract the opposition in 
the state to recruit or hire 
hoodlums to hijack the 
protest to cause unrest in 
the state especially now 
that security situation in 
the state is very challenging 
and no unregistered protest 
by any group of  youth or 
organization is allowed or 
needed otherwise you may 

face stiff  resistance from se-
curity operatives”

Admitting the peaceful 
disposition of  the intend-
ing protesters, the Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police, 
added that one of  the main 
reasons for the official letter 
stating their reasons for the 
protest or advocacy was to 
guide them appropriately 
or lawfully with vehicles to 
avoid infiltration by hood-
lums, harassment and in-
timidation.

The youth who hailed 
the Assistant Commission-
er of  Police for exhibiting 
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sense of  maturity and ci-
vility, agreed to abide by 
the advice and instructions 
given to them by the se-
curity agents, hinting that 
they would always remain 
peaceful in any activity or 
advocacy they embark on 
for the collective interests 
of  the society.

As a result, one of  the 
placards the intending pro-
testers carried had inscrip-
tions as: “O’ Town Youths 
4 Better Imo. Get Your 
PVC. 1,000 Youth Move-
ment. End Bad Govern-
ance. End Police Brutality. 

Youth Lives Matter”.
The youth expressed 

bitterness over what they 
tagged as unchecked and 
alarming extortion, har-
assment, intimidation, 
brutality, killing, maiming, 
unlawful arrest and incar-
ceration of  innocent people 
particularly youths across 
Imo State, stressing that if  
there is good governance 
all these atrocities and 
anomalies bedeviling the 
state would not happen, re-
gretting that issues that pro-
voked the #EndSarsProtest 
previously are happening 
worse today.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra state 
government led by 
the Executive Gover-

nor of  Anambra State, Prof. 
Charles Chukwuma Soludo 
on Wednesday launched a 
regenerative agricultural pol-
icy and oil palm revolution 
of  his administration geared 
towards the growth of  the 
state’s agricultural economy 
and insurance of  staple food 
sufficiency in the state. The 
governor introduced the nov-
el agricultural policy at the 
events of  the ceremony mark-
ing the flag-off  of  the 2022 
Farming Season in Anambra 
State, with the theme “Em-
powering Women and Youth 
Through Regenerative Agri-
culture for Sustainable De-
velopment’, held at Dr Alex 
Ekwueme Square in Awka.

According to the Governor, 

the old Eastern Nigeria was 
developed and built from the 
proceeds of  the region’s ag-
ricultural economy, particu-
larly the oil palm economy, 
which was hitherto aban-
doned when crude oil was 
discovered in the nation.

The governor stated that 
his administration is fully 
committed to the reenact-
ment of  the palm revolution 
and organic agriculture since 
the country can no longer 
be serviced by the crude oil 
economy. In addition, Prof. 
Soludo maintained that aside 
the palm revolution, that his 
administration is equally 
championing the commence-
ment of  the coconut farming 
in the state in a bid to gener-
ate more income for the state. 

He asserted that his admin-
istration runs an open policy 
and is ever ready to partner 
with communities, schools, 
religious bodies and individ-

uals who are passionate in 
going into palm and coconut 
farming. He maintained that 
his vision in the introduction 
of  the regenerative agricul-
tural policy in the state is to 
position the state to earn for-
eign exchange through the 
exportation of  the palm and 
coconut produce to other 
countries in near future. 

The state Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Dr Foster Ihejio-
for, dwelled on the governor’s 
blueprint and commitment to 
agricultural revolution in the 
state, as well as the general 
well-being of  Ndi Anambra.

The Honourable commis-
sioner stressed that to drive 
home the new agricultural 
policy, the state ministry of  
agriculture has inaugurated 
a “SAT Team, (Sustainable 
Agriculture Task Team) to 
map out and domesticate best 
indigenous farming practices 
for Ndi Anambra, particular-
ly the farmers, stressing that 
the implementation of  the 

Imo: Police stop intending protesters
over permit

We ‘ll shut down hotels that fail
to comply with environmental 
procedures - Rivers Govt
By Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State government 
has warned that it will 
shut down the opera-

tion of  any hotel in the state 
that fails to meet up with the 
standard of  Environmental 
Health management within 
and around its environment.

The Director, Environmen-
tal Health Safety Department 
in the state Ministry of  Envi-
ronment, Alabo Mparkabiari 
George who issued the threat 
said foot sanitation, waste 
management and health must 
be the priority of  every hotel 
management in the state or 
risk the business.

Alabo George who spoke 
during a presentation at a one 
day Security, Health, Safety 
and Environment Workshop 
by Nigeria Hotel Association 
in Collaboration with Rivers 

State Ministry of  Culture 
and Tourism and Ministry 
of  Special Duties urged hotel 
management to ensure that 
sources of  bottle water given 
to guests are registered and 
approved by the appropriate 
authority.

Alabo George also ordered 
the compulsory employment 
of  a health officer in every 
hotel in the state to ensure 
proper health environment 
management.

He further stressed the need 
for regular sanitary inspec-
tion of  every department in 
hotels for the sake of  clean 
environment for better health 
of  customers.

Also speaking at the occa-
sion, the Chairman of  Nige-
ria Hotel Association, Eugene 
Nwauzi said the workshop is 
aimed at ensuring that man-
agement of  hotels do the right 
things in the interest of  the in-
dustry and the people.

policy will reduce the cost of  
farm inputs to the barest min-
imum, which will invariably 
ensure the reduction of  the 
cost of  staple food items in 
the state.

He maintained that his min-
istry will work with Anambra 
farmers, to drive home the 
governor’s vision in the new 
regenerative agricultural pol-
icy. 

Present at the event were, 
the Speaker of  the Anambra 
State House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Uche Victor Okafor; the 
Deputy Speaker of  the Anam-
bra State House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Paschal Agbodike; 
the Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment, Prof. Solo Chukwu-
lobelu; the Chief  of  Staff  to 
the governor, Hon. Ernest 
Ezeajughi, Traditional Rul-
ers, Town Unions Presidents, 
Market Leaders, the Clergy 
and Members of  Farmers 
Association from across the 
State. Highpoints of  the occa-
sion was the presentation of  
coconut and palm trees.

...Flags off  2022 farming season

PDP national scribe urges Igbo to 
obtain PVC against bad rulership
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he National Secretary 
of  the People’s Dem-
ocratic Party, (PDP), 

Senator Samuel Nnaemeka 
Anyanwu, has urged Igbo peo-
ple across board to endeavor 
to obtain the Permanent Voter 
Card (PVC) that will enable 
them to vote out bad govern-
ment in the forthcoming elec-
tion with a view to upholding 
actual democracy, rule of  law 
while meeting and enhancing 
the needs of  citizens who are 
facing poverty, injustice, dis-
comfort, vulnerability and in-
security.

Anyanwu made the urge in 
a statement written and issued 
to News Echo by his Special 
Adviser on Media, Ikenna On-
uoha, on Thursday, in Owerri.

The PDP national scribe 
who will be marking his 57 
years birthday anniversary 
soon, appealed to any Igbo 
above 18 years who has no 
PVC to ensure to have it to en-
able him or her to participate 
actively in the next election.

He stated that his “57th 
birthday will not make any 
impact if  those felicitating 
with me are yet to participate 
in the exercise. And I urge you 
to convert my birthday cele-
bration to PVC registration 
and collection for the political 
good of  Ndigbo”.

He added “with our PVC, 
we can comfortably determine 
who governs us and who rep-
resents us in any position. We 
should jettison the spirit of  
procrastination and ensure it 
does not hinder us from get-
ting registered. One thing we 
should bear in mind is that our 
PVC is the only power we have 
to change the society positive-
ly”.

While commending the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) for 
deploying more machines to 
the South East to boost the 
exercise, Anyanwu appealed 
to traditional rulers, religious 
bodies, community leaders 
and youth groups to help those 
without PVC to get registered 
easily.
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Editorial

 report by the United Nations 

AF o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e 
Organisation last month has 

said, about 19.4 million people will 
face food insecurity across Nigeria 
between June and August 2022.

T h e  r e p o r t ,  p r o c e s s e d  i n 
col laboration with the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development -FMARD and other 
stakeholders, analyses acute food and 
nutrition insecurity in the Sahel and 
West African region.

The report said the food crisis will 
affect Nigerians in 21 states and FCT 
i n c l u d i n g,  4 1 6 , 0 0 0  I n t e r n a l l y 
Displaced Persons (IDPs).

It noted that about 14.4 million 
people including 385,000 IDPs in 21 
States and FCT of Nigeria are already 
in the food crisis till May 2022.

The analysis for the month of March 
covered Abia, Adamawa, Benue, 
Borno, Cross-River, Edo, Enugu, 
Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, 
Katsina, Kebbi, Lagos, Niger, Plateau, 
Sokota, Tarba, Yobe, and Zamfara, and 
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT).

Last year, the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, FAO estimated that 12.8 
million Nigerians will go into famine 
between June and August 2021.

The report identified insecurity 
especially insurgency in the North-east 
states, mostly in Borno, Adamawa and 
Yobe, armed banditry and banditry in 
some North-west states such as Sokoto, 
Katsina, Zamfara and Kaduna States, 
as well as North-central states of Benue 
and Niger as key drivers to the 
upcoming food crisis.

Also, it said high inflation in soaring 
food commodity prices, which could be 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  e c o n o m i c 
downturn, will contribute to the 
hunger crisis.

“Loss of employment and reduction 
in household income due to the long-
term effect of COVID-19 pandemic and 
displacement arising from conflict and 
armed banditry as evident in the crisis-
emergency livelihood coping strategies 
adopted by most households,” it said.

“Among the principal reasons for 
the increase in the number of people in 
critical need as against the March, 2021 
Cycle could be the objective analysis of 
inaccessible/hard-to-reach areas 
(Borno and Adamawa), internally 
displaced persons  (Bor no),  the 
increased  number  of  d isplaced 
(vulnerable populations) due to 

banditry, and finally the inclusion of 
five new states, Contextual Shifts.”

However, as an intervention, The 
African Development Bank (AfDB) 
had announced the approval of a $1.5 
billion facility to help African countries 
avert a looming food crisis in the 
continent.

In a statement issued last month, the 
bank said with the disruption of food 
supplies arising from the Russia-
Ukraine war, Africa now faces a 
shortage of at least 30 million metric 
tons of food, especially wheat, maize, 
and soybeans mostly imported from 
both countries.

“The African Development Bank's 
$1.5 billion African Emergency Food 
P r o d u c t i o n  F a c i l i t y  i s  a n 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c o m p r e h e n s ive 
initiative to support smallholder 
farmers in filling the food shortfall,” 
the bank's statement read.

It said African farmers urgently need 
high-quality seeds and inputs before the 
planting season begins in May to 
immediately boost food supplies.

According to the statement, the 
initiative will provide 20 million 
African smallholder farmers with 
certified seeds and that it will increase 
access to agricultural fertilizers and 
enable them to rapidly produce 38 
million tons of food.

Akinwumi Adesina, AfDB group 
president was quoted to have said: 
“Food aid cannot feed Africa. Africa 
does not need bowls in hand. Africa 
needs seeds in the ground, and 
mechanical harvesters to harvest 
bountiful food produced locally. Africa 
will feed itself with pride for there is no 
dignity in begging for food.”

He said the African Emergency Food 
Production Facility has benefited from 
stakeholder consultations, including 
those with fertilizer producers and 
separately  with African Union 
agriculture and finance ministers 
earlier this month.

Adesina explained that the ministers 
agreed to implement reforms to address 
the systemic hurdles that prevent 
modern input markets from performing 
effectively.

We are therefore calling on the 
Nigerian government to incorporate 
the FAO analysis results into national 
planning, design and implementation 
o f  n a t i o n a l  f o o d  s y s t e m s 
transformation action plans.

Combating predicted food
insecurity by August 2022
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By SKC Ogbonnia

T
he blind ambition 
of  Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu to rule Ni-
geria at all costs is 

on course to provoke a civil 
war. But this war will not be 
fought between the Yoru-
ba and the Igbo, as Tinubu 
would wish; it is a civil war 
between the Nigerian mass-
es and the corrupt oligarchy 
that he represents.  

Keenly aware that he is 
neither physically fit nor 
morally sound to mount a 
presidential campaign let 
alone govern Nigeria, Mr. 
Tinubu is already attempt-
ing to win by hook or crook. 

Barely less than one week 
after grabbing the presiden-
tial ticket of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
he is already fanning the 
embers of  war. Very glar-
ing is a recent incident in 
which armed thugs were 
sent to disrupt the traders of  
Alaba International Mar-
ket, Ojo, Lagos State, who 
went the extra mile to shut 
their shops in order to ob-
tain their Permanent Voter 
Cards (PVC). 

 Any serious inquiry into 
the mayhem would reveal a 
page from Tinubu’s patent-
ed plot to control the Lagos 
State electorate by terror. 

A sham selling point in 
Tinubu’s march to the APC 
nomination is the assump-
tion that he dictates who 
wins and who loses in Nige-
ria’s most populous state of  
Lagos.

 But, as an APC chieftain 
and the governor of  Kaduna 
State, Nasir El-Rufai, noted 
in a recent speech, Tinubu 
has been able to lord him-
self  over the good people of  
the state because of  low vot-
er turnout. 

“Here in Lagos, you have 
over six million registered 
voters, only about a million 
voted (in 2019 general elec-
tions); five million did not 
vote.”

This low voter turnout is 
rooted in Tinubu’s lack of  
popularity among the mass-
es. To that end, he has al-
ways deployed all manners 
of  terror to suppress the 

Tinubu’s inordinate ambition 
may be provoking civil war 

votes of  his opponents.
 Like the attack on the 

Igbo traders at Alaba In-
ternational Market, armed 
thugs were also used to un-
leash terror on the voters in 
many parts of  Lagos State 
with a heavy Igbo popula-
tion during the 2019 elec-
tions. 

Tinubu’s penchant to in-
cite the Yoruba against the 
Igbo is well chronicled. Re-
call the murder of  Funke 
Olakunrin, the daughter of  
Afenifere leader, Reuben 
Fasoranti, by Fulani herds-
men.

 In an attempt to appease 
the Fulani, whom he be-

Ahmed Tinubu

lieves would crown him 
president, Tinubu quickly 
exonerated the herdsmen 
without any iota of  evi-
dence.

Instead, he stoked the 
name of  Chukwudi Onu-
amadike, popularly known 
as Evans, a notorious kid-
napper, to suggest that hei-

nous crimes in Nigeria owe 
their origin to Igboland. 

Follow the above with the 
callous attempt by Remi, 
the wife of  Tinubu, to insti-
gate hatred against the Igbo 
living in Lagos. 

In one instance, she was 
caught on camera on a cam-
paign trail spewing the fol-
lowing snide: “Igbo, we no 
dey trust una again!”

 One must not forget the 
case of  Tinubu’s close ally, 
the Lagos State Commis-
sioner of  Police, Hakeem 
Odumosu, who peddled the 
false allegation that the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), a predominantly 
Igbo group was planning to 
wreak havoc in Lagos. 

Further, Tinubu cannot 
feign ignorance of  the ori-
gin of  another false claim 
by state authorities that the 
IPOB was behind the burn-
ing of  the palace of  Oba 
of  Lagos and other public 
infrastructure during the 
#EndSARS protest in the 
year 2020.

In each of  these instances, 
however, the Yoruba mass-
es and their true leaders 
have been bold to denounce 
Tinubu’s evil machinations. 

They have resolved to 
stand side by side with their 
Igbo counterparts for the 
common good. 

The Nigerian masses are 
becoming wiser. They are 
beginning to recognize that 
the powerful corrupt cabal, 
where Ahmed Bola Tinubu 
is a high chief, has no sym-
pathy for what the ordinary 
man or woman is going 
through—be it Igbo, Hausa, 
Fulani, Yoruba, Ijaw, Tiv, 
etc. 

They must resist the temp-
tation to shed each other’s 
blood, by fighting the Tinu-
bu war.

 The only war the masses 
ought to be united to fight, 
and must fight, is against 
the corrupt elite. 

The purpose is to reclaim 
our country. The year is 
2023. The ammunition is 
the PVC!

 
Dr. SKC Ogbonnia, a 2019 
APC Presidential Aspirant, 
writes from Houston, Texas.

 One must not forget the case of Tinubu’s close ally, 
the Lagos State Commissioner of Police, Hakeem

 Odumosu, who peddled the false allegation that the 
Indigenous People  of Biafra (IPOB), a predominantly

 Igbo group was planning to wreak havoc in Lagos.
 Further, Tinubu cannot feign  ignorance of the 

origin of another false claim by state 
authorities that the IPOB was behind the burning of the
 palace of Oba of Lagos and other public infrastructure

 during the #EndSARS protest in the year 2020.
In each of these instances, however, the Yoruba masses 

and their true leaders have been bold to denounce
 Tinubu’s evil machinations. They have resolved to
 stand side by side with their Igbo counterparts for

 the common good 

“
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PDP Vice Presidential ticket: Atiku Opens Up

T
he PDP’s Presiden-
tial Flag bearer, Al-
haji Abubakar Atiku 
revealed part of the 

criteria that placed the Delta 
State governor, Ifeanyi Arthur 
Okowa, at vantage position in 
his considerations on who be-
comes his running mate. 

Atiku, in his speech said what 
he considered was Okowa’s rich 
experience and political trajec-
tory which positioned him well 
to become president after his 
(Atiku’s) tenure.

“In arriving at the decision, 
I held wide consultations with 
various stakeholders in our 
party including our Governors, 
National Working Committee, 
Board of  Trustees, and other 
leaders to seek their inputs and 
their wisdom.

In these consultations, I made 
clear that my running mate 
would have the potential to suc-
ceed me at a moment’s notice, 
that is, a President-in-waiting.”

Governor Okowa, in what 
could described as acceptance 
speech, pledged to work with 
the party’s presidential candi-
date, Atiku Abubakar, to rescue 
Nigeria.

He said he would join forces 
with Atiku and other stakehold-
ers in the country to “rescue Ni-
geria from the precipice”.

Okowa, who is also the Del-
ta State Governor, made the 
pledge on Thursday shortly 
after he was announced as the 
running mate to the main oppo-
sition party’s presidential candi-
date.

Okowa reportedly said, “I 
thank God for this rare privilege, 
and I appreciate our flagbearer, 
His Excellency, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar, and other leaders of  
our Party for this great honour.”

“I pledge to join hands with 
His Excellency, Alhaji Ati-
ku Abubakar, the leaders and 
stakeholders of  our party, and 
all patriotic Nigerians to rescue 
our country from the precipice.”

Alhaji Atiku Abubakar’s full 
speech while unveiling his Vice:

Let me begin by, once more, 
commending our great Party 
for organizing and conclud-
ing, arguably, the best and ran-
cour-free Convention, which 
produced me as our flag-bearer 
for the next year’s Presidential 
Election.

Once more, I commend my 
fellow aspirants in that contest. I 
thank them for their sportsman-
ship. They put up spirited fights 
because they cared and care for 
our country. I have personally 
gone around to thank them and 
to seek their cooperation for the 
struggle ahead.

Party unity is critical not 
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only for us to prosecute a win-
ning campaign but also to pro-
vide good governance that our 
country seriously deserves and 
our people earnestly yearn for. 
The task of  winning the com-
ing elections will be a tough one 
and we must not take anything 
for granted.

With the convention behind 
us, we have arrived at the stage 
for me to pick a Running Mate 
because this is a joint ticket. I 
am very happy to announce to-
day that I have reached a deci-
sion on that.

In arriving at the decision, I 
held wide consultations with 
various stakeholders in our 
party including our Governors, 
National Working Committee, 
Board of  Trustees, and other 
leaders to seek their inputs and 
their wisdom.

In these consultations, I made 
clear that my running mate 
would have the potential to suc-
ceed me at a moment’s notice, 
that is, a President-in-waiting.

In other words, the person 
must have the qualities to be 
President. The person must 
have an appreciation of  the deep 
rot which our country has been 
put into by the rudderless APC 
government; understands the 
great suffering that most of  our 
people are going through and 
the urgency of  relieving them of  
that suffering; understands the 
critical importance of  economic 
growth and development to pro-
vide our young people with jobs, 
hope, and a pathway to wealth.

The person must appreciate 
the critical importance of  ed-
ucation in the development of  
modern societies so we can 
prepare our young people to be 
able to compete in the increas-
ingly competitive and globalized 
world.

My running mate must un-
derstand that without security, 
development will be very diffi-
cult because local and foreign 
investors who have been scared 
away already, would not return 
to invest in our economy. Thus, 
my running mate will be a per-
son who will stand by me as a I 
confront the frightening level of  
insecurity in our land.

As you know, the APC gov-
ernment went to sleep as huge 
swathes of  our country’s terri-
tory fell into the deadly hands 
of  gangs of  criminals, including 
those masquerading as freedom 
fighters or pastoralists, while 
our farmers and genuine pas-
toralists are unable to go about 
their businesses. The costs in 
precious human lives and prop-
erties have been enormous. My 
running mate must also not only 
symbolize the imperative of  re-

uniting our country but also be 
able to work with me to achieve 
that objective. This is because a 
united Nigeria is a potentially 
stronger, more prosperous, and 
more secure country able to 
lead Africa and give hope to the 
Black race.

In addition, my Running 
Mate has to be someone who is 

not afraid to speak his mind and 
give honest advice, and, be by 
my side as I work very hard to 
reverse the destructive impact of  
the past seven years of  the APC 
government.

In the United States of  Ameri-
ca from where we borrowed key 
aspects of  our current Presiden-
tial system, a running mate is 
used to balance the ticket, com-
plement the candidate and, after 
victory, assist the President with 
governance. Sometimes a candi-
date is chosen who generates a 
buzz and adds huge excitement 
to the campaign.

But today in Nigeria, we face 
huge challenges which leave us 
little room for drama. We have 
to win the elections and get to 
work immediately. My running 
mate has to be ready to start 
working with me, from day one, 
in addressing our country’s chal-
lenges. Nigerians will not accept 
anything less. That is why I 
promised the Governors of  our 
party that my running mate will 
come from among them. Our 
current challenges call for a gov-
ernment that is highly focused 
and disciplined.

I have sought for the sup-
port, guidance, and counsel of  
the PDP in selecting a befitting 
Running Mate who meets all or 
most of  the qualities enumer-
ated above. The wisemen and 
sages of  the Party, put together 
by our NWC, have gone fishing 

and brought home an enviable 
group of  awesome politicians 
that surpasses these qualities. 
Every one of  the recommended 
persons is a fit and proper indi-
vidual to hold this office. While 
this makes me marvel at the 
bundle of  talents that abounds 
in our Party, it also compound-
ed my task of  choosing a single 
person from among them.

Let me therefore pay tribute to 
my Party and, most especially, 
to all those that made the short-
list that must now be narrowed 
down to a single person. They 
are all dedicated party-men suit-
able for this task. I wish all the 
recommended persons could be 
announced today as my Run-
ning Mates. Unfortunately, only 
one MUST be chosen.

It is a difficult decision that I 
am called upon to take. But, as 
someone hoping to lead a com-
plex country such as ours, tough 
and difficult decisions would re-
main a part of  my everyday life.

Let me, therefore, start this 
momentous journey with a cru-
cial decision about who, among 
the eminently qualified shortlist, 
would be my Running Mate.

Accordingly, let me state that 
the person I have chosen as my 
Running Mate possesses all 
those identified qualities. He 
personifies not only the serious-
ness the current moment repre-
sents for our country but also 
the future that our young people 
yearn for and deserve. He is a 
serving State Governor who has 
demonstrated, in his State and 
through his conduct, that gov-
ernance is about service to the 
people.

I know that he will not only 
add excitement to our already 
energized ticket and campaign, 
but will also help to bring focus, 
discipline and stability to our 
government, come 2023. I am 
pleased, therefore, to announce 
here my choice of  running mate 
who will help to lead us to vic-
tory next year not only in the 
Presidential election but also in 
the governorship and legislative 
elections. And he will be by my 
side as I work hard every day to 
provide our people with securi-
ty, revive our economy, improve 
education and unite our coun-
try. He has both legislative and 
executive experiences. Please 
join me in welcoming to the 
ticket the next Vice President of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
His Excellency Governor Dr. If-
eanyi Arthur Okowa.

You know him to be a fight-
er; you know him to care about 
winning; you know him to care 
about good governance; and 
you know him to care about 
our people. Now, my dear 
friends, let’s do the disciplined 
hard work necessary to win this 
election. Let’s go. Thank very 
much.

Atiku Abubakar

Reveals how odds favoured 
Okowa against Wike

I am pleased, therefore, 
to announce here my 
choice of running mate 
who will help to lead us 
to victory next year not 
only in the Presidential 
election but also in the 
governorship and legis-
lative elections. And he 
will be by my side as I 
work hard every day to 
provide our people with 
security, revive our econ-
omy, improve education 
and unite our country. 
He has both legislative 
and executive experi-
ences. Please join me in 
welcoming to the ticket 
the next Vice President 
of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, His Excellen-
cy Governor Dr. Ifeanyi 

Arthur Okowa. 



eal Housewives of  RLagos star, Chioma 
'  G o o d  H a i r ' 

Ikokwu's style is always 
bold and in your face.

Her fashion and style 
scream 'notice me, I am 
here' and not in a bad way. 

Here are five of  her 
recent looks we love; 

Art Chioma 
Chioma looks like she 

was painted by Basquiat. 
The hair, makeup and 
fabric texture, are amazing. 

Flower Chioma 
Like a flower in bloom, 

there is so much to love 
about the outfit and her 
h e a d p i e c e  m a k e s  a 
statement. 

Details 
Details baby, details are 

everything, my favorite 

ith birthdays, 

WBBN reunion 
and numerous 

outings, we were not short 
o f  p i c t u r e s  f o r  o u r 
celebrity pictures of  the 
week.

Whose pictures did 
we love? 

Toke Makinwa 
Crown this the picture 

o f  t h e  w e e k ,  To k e 
Makinwa looks perfectly 
sexy in this Mugler outfit. 

Tonto Dikeh 
Tonto looks her best 

ye t  f o r  h e r  b i r t h d ay 
photoshoot. We love to see 
it! 

Osas 
Osas is fast becoming 

a celebrity picture of  the 
week regular, and why 
not? All her pictures are 
gorgeous. This black gown 
with rhinestones made by 
the Erica Moore brand 
was very creative and sexy. 

Timini 
It was bad boy T's 

birthday and he looked 
amazing in head-to-toe 
Ashluxe. He looked like a 
London boy. 

Dami Adegbite 
Cargo pants  have 

never looked so good. It is 
certainly casual outfit 
inspiration. 

Liquorose 

Okay, the queen rose! 

This white gown with a lot 

of  feathers is certainly 

interesting and creative

thing is the little flower 
cutouts by the shoulders. 
This dress by Vee Kee 
James is a masterpiece that 
should be in a museum. 

Braided and fabulous 
O k ay,  t h e  c o n c e p t 

behind this is out of  this 
world but can we take a 
moment to appreciate the 
headpiece woven into her 
hair and that bag! Peak 
creativity. 

Flamboyant Chioma 
I  h ave  a  l ove - h a t e 

relationship with this look. 
Even though I find it over-
the-top, it is Chioma's style 
to do the most and yes she 
did. 

Peep the feathers, the 
rhinestones, the headgear 
and the bag. Okay, Chioma, 
we see you. Point made! 
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Style inspiration: Chioma Good Hair always makes fashion statements 

Best celebrity pictures on Instagram
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E
menike Kalu 
Senate Chief  Whip and 
Senator representing Abia 
North Senator Orji Uzor 

Kalu, has been disowned by his 
constituents for asking the All Pro-
gressive Congress, APC, presiden-
tial candidate, Alhaji Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu, a Muslim, to pick a fellow 
Muslim as his running mate.

Kalu who insisted that there 
was nothing wrong if  Asiwa-
ju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, runs a 
Muslim-Muslim ticket, said that 
it would be politically naive for 
Tinubu, a minority Muslim from 
the South-West to choose a minor-
ity Christian from the North as his 
running mate.

But in a swift response, his 
constituents dismissed Kalu’s 
remarks as “shameful and dis-
appointing”, saying he only 
spoke for himself  and his pocket. 
Responding, the paramount tradi-
tional ruler of  Abiriba ancient king-
dom, HRM Eze Kalu Kalu Ogbu 
(Enachoken), said the comment 
by the former Governor if  truly he 
made such a remark was “strange, 
unbelievable and illogical”.

He argued that the religious plu-
rality of  Nigeria did not favour a 
joint ticket of  same religion, hence, 
anybody suggesting otherwise 
should be disregarded.

“The idea is strange. I don’t 
think he made such advocacy but 
if  he did, he didn’t speak for Abia 
North, he didn’t speak for Ndigbo 

Senator Orji Uzor Kalu’s constituents 
disown him for advocating Muslim/Muslim 
ticket for Tinubu 

because such a comment doesn’t 
make sense at all. It’s very inappro-
priate.”

Similarly, a chieftain of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party in Abia 
North, Dr Isaac Nkole, said that 
Kalu had since, lost political steam 
and was only trying to warm his 
way to Tinubu’s camp after oppos-
ing his presidential ambition.

Dr Nkole said “it is very embar-
rassing for a supposed Senator in 
Kalu’s ranking to advocate Mus-
lim/Muslim or even Christian/
Christian ticket in a religious sen-
sitive and plural state like Nigeria.”

He argued that “religion and eth-
nicity have unfortunately remained 
Nigeria’s fault lines which must not 
be dismissed with a wave of  the 
hand in the interest of  peace and 
national cohesion.”

The PDP chieftain reminded 
Kalu that “no amount of  hypocrit-
ical remarks” would make Tinu-
bu and his camp to forget that he 
supported and worked for Ahmed 
Lawan against Tinubu before and 
during the APC presidential pri-
mary.

He dismissed Kalu as “a disap-
pointment and enemy” to Abia 
North, Christianity and Ndigbo, 
vowing that “the 2019 mistake” 
that brought him to power would 
never be repeated.

“Abia North will never again be 
represented by a political rolling 
stone ready to sell our future for 
a pot of  porridge. The other time 

Orji Uzor    K a  l u   Ahmed Bola Tinubu

somebody said he brought RUGA 
to Lokpanta which is today a 
source of  constant sorrow to the 
state. 

Today, somebody is champion-
ing Muslim/Muslim ticket. Is this 
part of  lawmaking? How many 
bills has he sponsorsed? Must he al-
ways be in the news for the wrong 
reason?

“How did Abia North get to 
this point? Should Kalu not be 
ashamed that Tinubu who was 

Governor same time with him is 
today miles ahead of  him politi-
cally? Should he keep advertising 
greed and shortsightedness?

“When Tinubu was busy build-
ing people Kalu was building 
Camp Neya. Both of  them were 
in the presidential race but Kalu 
suddenly pulled out and began to 
shout Lawan and Northern presi-
dency even against his fellow Igbo 
aspirants.

Today, because he saw that his 

Lawan has been swept away by 
the Jagaban force that is why he 
has become Tinubu’s self-appoint-
ed adviser. What is he afraid of? 
Could that be a smart way of  stop-
ping a possible re-opening of  his 
EFCC case by an eventual Tinubu 
administration?

“At the time he was supporting 
Lawan, his party was saying that 
power should shift to South. How 
many of  his Northern colleagues 
can do same for the South the way 
he is shamelessly doing?”

Speaking also the former Chair-
man, Umuahia North Council of  
Traditional Rulers and the mon-
arch of  Oriendu Autonomous 
community, HRM Eze Philip 
Ajomuiwe, said that the opinion of  
the former Governor on the matter 
was fault, and and invitation to an-
archy.

He asked him to withdraw the 
position which, according to him is 
unbefitting of  a Senator like him. 
The monarch who described Kalu 
as a personal friend expressed dis-
appointment over the suggestion, 
saying he would call him to tell 
him how he felt.

“I lack adjectives to qualify Sen-
ator Kalu for what he said. How 
can that work in Nigeria? Mus-
lim/Muslim ticket is an invitation 
to anarchy. We can’t even suggest 
Christian/Christian ticket. There 
has to be a balance because Nigeria 
is highly sensitive to religion.

At the time he was supporting Lawan, 
his party was saying that power should 

shift to South. How many of his 
Northern colleagues can do same for the 
South the way he is shamelessly doing?
 Speaking also the former Chairman, 

Umuahia North Council of
 Traditional Rulers and the monarch 
of Oriendu Autonomous community,

 HRM Eze Philip Ajomuiwe, said that
 the opinion of the former Governor on 

the matter was fault, and and 
invitation to anarchy. He asked him

 to withdraw the position which, 
according to him is unbefitting 

of a Senator like him. The monarch who 
described Kalu as a personal friend
 expressed disappointment over the 

suggestion, saying he would call 
him to tell him how he felt.

“



Some serving, former S-East Govs working 
with outsiders to stop Obi - Intersociety

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he International Society 
for Civil Liberties and 
Rule of Law (Intersoci-
ety) has said that some 

serving and former Governors 
of the Southeast especially those 
that woefully lost their parties’ 
recent presidential primaries have 
united with malevolent politi-
cal actors outside the Southeast 
to destabilize any chances of an 
Igboman emerging as president 
come 2023.

Intersociety said that such dis-
gruntled people have also recruit-
ed some self-acclaimed splinter 
agitators and internet warriors 
to do their biddings at the over-
all expense of the people of the 
Southeast and their dignity and 
honour and to stop the Labour 
Party presidential candidate, Mr 
Peter Obi from emerging victori-
ous. 

In a release signed by the Princi-
pal Officers of  Intersociety, Emeka 
Umeagbalasi, Chinwe Umeche and 
Chidimma Udegbunam noted that 
such internet warriors are respon-
sible for the resurgence of  frivolous 
publications and out-of-date others 
on social media aimed at the mis-
representation of  facts and politi-
cization of  same to portray certain 
respected persons in a bad light. 

The group said that the most 
unfortunate and annoying of  it all 
was linking them (Intersociety) with 
such publications in bad faith espe-
cially by making them look newly 
issued, adding that another wor-
rying part of  it was a clear misrep-
resentation of  facts in connection 
with some happenings in the past 
targeted at the demonization of  the 
Labour Party presidential candi-
date, Mr Peter Obi. 

“The malicious publications, 
circumstantially speaking, strong-
ly bear the trademarks of  integrity 
challenged Igbo politicians work-
ing for their selfish aggrandizement 
or for integrity challenged political 
gladiators from outside the South-
east Region who pioneer the hateful 
and discriminatory policy of  “born-
to-rule” and “born-to-be-ruled.” 

Intersociety said that contrary to 
the frivolous publication, it never 
had any petition against Peter Obi 
in Economic Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and clarified 
that in 2009 during the first tenure 
of  Peter Obi as Anambra Governor, 
he was accused of  moving N250m 
to be laundered and Intersociety 
took the matter up and petitioned 
the EFCC and the Inspector Gener-
al of  Police; urging the duo to foren-
sically investigate Obi and recom-
mend appropriately if  he was found 
involved. 

Intersociety said that it also 
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launched its own investigation and 
in the end, it was discovered that it 
was a setup oiled by his political op-
ponents who secretly placed some 
of  his clerical aides under secret 
monthly Pay to monitor and wire 
every movement made by the Gov 
for malicious reasons. 

The rights group also said that it 
was also found out that the N250m 
was meant for the physical cash 
purchase of  dozens of  fairly used 
vehicles for some top Government 
appointees that operated for years 
without official cars. “The vehicles 
were for ‘pay-on-delivery’ at Lagos. 
The EFCC and the Nigeria Police 
Force authorities, after their respec-
tive investigations, found the Gov 
not involved in ‘money laundry’ and 
the vehicles were later purchased, 
delivered and deployed.

“Since then, hired or paid agents 
have formed the habit of  resurrect-
ing the online version of  the peti-
tion, especially before or during im-
portant electioneering. These, they 
do with the intent to misinform and 
mislead the public and denigrate the 
person and character of  the respect-
ed former Anambra Gov (Peter 
Obi).

“They did it in 2010 during the 
first staggered Governorship Elec-
tion in Anambra State and repeated 
the same in 2013 during Obiano’s 
first election; 2015 during the pres-
idential election; 2017, during Obi-
ano’s second election against Osel-
loka Obaze and others; 2019 during 
Buhari’s second election against 
Atiku/Obi and others; and it is be-
ing repeated following the conclu-
sion of  the Presidential Primaries 
and nearness of  the all-important 
2023 Presidential Poll.”

Intersociety also said that linking 
Obi to Ezu River police SARS kill-
ings that took place between 2012-
2013 during his tenure is Stigmatiza-
tion and false labeling, adding that 
the secret Police SARS killings and 
other unlawful killings by Police had 
continued from then till date. 

The human rights group said that 
it must be placed on irrefutable re-
cord that they (and Anambra CLO 
to an extent) were the only human 
rights group that forensically inves-
tigated the Ezu River Police SARS 
killings and followed up and de-
fended same to the office of  the then 
DIG, Force Criminal Investigations, 
now retired DIG Peter Gana in 
April 2013. 

“The killings were solely perpe-
trated by Police SARS under retired 
CSP James Nwafor and then CP 
Bala. The victims were detainees 
arrested and detained at Awkuzu, 
Nneni and Nnewi SARS detention 
facilities and among the slain vic-
tims were nine members of  MAS-
SOB and others, numbering about 
thirty, accused of  perpetrating vio-
lent crimes. 

“About fifteen of  the slain de-
tainees were bundled from Nnewi 
SARS dungeon, while others, in-
cluding nine MASSOB members, 
were from Awkuzu and Nneni 
SARS detention facilities. It must 
also be pointed out that the Ezu 
River Police SARS killings were just 
one of  such secret Police SARS kill-
ings that took place between 2012 
and 2013.”

Intersociety said that those secret 
killings by Police SARS were not 
only those of  the Ezu River dis-
covered because of  the unhidden 
location of  the crime scene but also 
included others dumped at Omam-
bala River and Awada and Onitsha 
cemeteries as well as Abba Forests 
by Onitsha-Awka Expressway, etc.  

“Just like in the case of  the 
N250m falsely labelled ‘laundered 
money or Obi’s stolen millions’, the 
politically hired or paid agents have 
also formed the habit of  resurrect-
ing on social media the Ezu River 
Police SARS killings following the 
nearness of  2023 Presidential Poll.  

“This, they did in 2013 and re-
peated in 2015, 2017 and 2019 and 
it is being repeated following the 
conclusion of  the Presidential Pri-
maries and nearness of  the all-im-
portant 2023 Presidential Poll.” 
Speaking further, Intersociety said 
that nothing will stop it from being 
more committed to ballot revolu-
tion and southeast presidency, add-
ing that the ballot revolution and 
presidency of  the Southeast extrac-
tion are far beyond what Peter Obi 

can handle as a person, and as such, 
the respected former Anambra Gov-
ernor only symbolizes the priceless 
and sacrificial project; collectively 
seeking, among other things, for dig-
nity and honour of  the Igbo People 
in particular and other suppressed 
ethnic nationalities in general with-
in Nigeria.

“That is to say that the “Obi Bal-
lot Tsunami” is a renaissance or re-
awakening; a new wind of  change 
that has hit the airwave of  the Nige-
rian landscape and polity irrespec-
tive of  cultural, ethnic, religious, 
gender and class divides. 

“In the immortal word of  Deng 
Xiaoping, a famous Chinese leader 
and reformer: “it does not matter 
whether a cat is tall or short; fat or 
thin; black or white, so long as it 
catches a rat”.

 “That is to say that ‘right to polit-
ical freedom’ is the forefather of  the 
right to self-determination. The right 
to self-determination is also not re-
stricted to territorial self-governance 
just as territorial self-governance 
cannot do without political free-
dom, including political participa-
tion, inclusion and the right to vote 
or be voted for. “Right to self-deter-
mination embodies rights to group 
citizens’ ethnic identity or rights to 
be born, exist and identified; occupy 
a defined area or territory, develop 
and own means of  livelihood, and 
actively and inclusively participate 
in the political affairs of  their ances-
tral area and beyond.

“There must therefore be differen-

tiated between those genuinely and 
sacrificially involved in agitation for 
self-determination and those faking 
or contracting or commercializing 
same. Threatening political rallies 
in the Southeast or beyond is an 
indirect threat to the proposed ‘ref-
erendum’ or ‘plebiscite’ under the 
UN system. 

“This is because where there is no 
credible electoral process or where 
it is not allowed, no credible and 
inclusive electoral referendum can 
take place. It is a long-settled norm 
under the UN System that for a new 
nation or country to be born, there 
must be mandatory consent of  the 
UN, the existing host political terri-
tory and a number of  powerful or 
influential international actors. 

“The existing host political ter-
ritory is mandatorily given demo-
graphic prerogatives including 
issuance and use of  its territorially 
recognized or recognizable citi-
zens’ biometrics such as Nigeria’s 
Permanent Voters’ Cards. With-
out completion of  these processes 
occasioned by peaceful or violent 
settlements, citizens of  the agitat-
ing political territory may remain 
in the struggle for 1000 years with-
out achieving statehood or regional 
self-governance.”

 Intersociety also called on splin-
ter agitators to avoid confrontation 
with aggrieved proponents of  ballot 
revolution, adding that what should 
occupy the minds and works of  
splinter agitators, if  they are gen-
uine and selfless, is to consolidate 
and constantly upgrade patterns 
and trends of  their agitations in-
cluding protecting their fellow citi-
zens and nonviolent non-natives in 
their area. 

“They must also work to protect 
their fellow natives residing outside 
their ancestral areas, especially in 
the forthcoming electioneering. 

Through strategic advocacy and 
voicing and other legitimate means, 
they can seek to protect their fellow 
citizens at risk in the hands of  po-
litical thugs and politico-religious 
fanatics in Lagos State and North-
ern Nigeria especially those seek-
ing to obtain their PVCs or voting 
candidates of  their choice during 
elections.  

“Intersociety finally urges South-
east and other citizens to bear the 
stress and go out en masse to obtain 
their PVCs through voters’ regis-
tration or transfers or revalidation.  
“The threatening splinter agitators 
are hereby advised not to run the 
risk of  offensive confrontations with 
the aggrieved, impoverished, unem-
ployed, under-employed, under-re-
munerated, suppressed and frus-
trated tens of  millions of  citizens 
queuing behind the forthcoming 
ballot revolution and actualization 
of  the presidency of  Southeast ex-
traction.”

Peter Obi

... No petition pending before EFCC against Obi

... Linking Obi to Ezu River SARS killings in 2012-2013 is false labeling

... Says it’s committed to ballot revolution for South/East presidency
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News Analysis

By Fredrick Nwabufo

I
t has been seven years of  
attrition, hate-bartering 
and exhausting recrimina-
tions. A new epoch is on 

the horizon, but the psychologi-
cal mutilations from these years 
of  anger may shape up to be the 
frustrations of  the next admin-
istration. Nigeria needs healing. 
The country needs a healer to 
mend the sectional cleaving 
and to nurse it back to health. 
It needs a carpenter to rebuild 
the ruptured foundations and to 
restore hope and confidence in 
government. It needs a unifier 
both in deed and manner.

 Providence has come for 
Bola Tinubu – with a basketful 
of  beautiful promises. Against 
vigorous high-level conspiracy, 
he prevailed to become the pres-
idential candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC). 
For what it is worth, Jagaban 
has shown an uncanny ability 
to build consensus and mobilise 
consciences towards a cause.

 Jagaban’s victory is deserv-
ing. He has watered many seeds 
which have burgeoned. He has 
nursed many fledging politi-
cal careers to maturity. He has 
created opportunities for many 
who were without a compass. 
He has invested his life and re-
sources in building people. And 
he gave oxygen to the APC, 
machinating the deracination 

of  an incumbent president at 
a time everyone thought it was 
impossible.

But can Tinubu be that unifi-
er of  a sundered Nigeria needs? 
What are his antecedents as re-
gards respect for diversity and 
sensitivity to inclusion? As gov-
ernor of  Lagos, Tinubu had a 
diverse cabinet; in fact, he is re-
puted to be one of  the few gov-
ernors who appointed non-na-
tives, including Igbo citizens, to 
their cabinet at the time -- when 
bringing non-indigenes into 
state cabinets or government 
positions was unstylish.

 However, Tinubu’s very obvi-
ous circumvention of  the south-
east during his tour of  states for 
APC delegates’ support ahead 
of  the presidential primary elec-
tion is stoking concerns and 
fears of  a reprise of  the current 
policy of  exclusion against the 
region if  he becomes president.

Jagaban is also reported to 
have made scathing comments 
about the Igbo in the past, and 
he is accused of  being a tribes-
man – and not a statesman. 
Tinubu must understand the 
enormity of  the office he is 
seeking, and should begin now 
as presidential candidate to 
show the prospects of  unifying 
a diverged country.

The reality is, the government 
of  President Muhammadu Bu-
hari mismanaged Nigeria’s di-
versity. Buhari made no preten-

Atiku Abubakar          
sion about his insular intentions 
when he infamously declared, 
‘’those who gave me 97 percent 
votes cannot honestly be treated 
the same way as those who gave 
me five percent votes’’, shortly 
after winning the 2015 presi-
dential election. Nigerians and 
the south-east do not want a re-
hearsal of  this deliberate policy 
of  exclusion.

Tinubu showed his expansive-
ness as Lagos governor. He was 

generous and amiable towards 
Igbo citizens and their business-
es in the state. Jagaban should 
reconnect to his innate national-
ist if  in any way experiences of  
the past years sullied his trust in 
divergent humanity.

There is a strong feeling of  
disconnection by the Igbo from 
the rest of  Nigeria. And rightly 
so. With the return of  democra-
cy in 1999, the south-west held 
the office of  the president for 
eight years, and with the com-
ing of  Buhari and a deputy from 
the south-west, the zone will 
have held the vice-presidential 
position for eight years by 2023.

By the same token, former 
Vice-President Atiku Abubakar 
became presidential candidate 
of  the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) against the demand 
for an orbiting in the current ge-
ography of  power.

 So, the feelings of  exclusion 
by the Igbo are not out of  place. 
Like Ogbonnaya Onu and Hope 
Uzodimma (both APC leaders 
from the south-east) said, justice 
has not been done to the Igbo. 
It was by the sheer emotional 
burden of  this fact that some of  
them worked for a return of  the 
APC presidential ticket to the 
north. The permutation was, if  
the north returns to central pow-
er in 2023; the region can only 
do eight years, and the power 
pendulum swings back to the 
south, preferably to the south-

east. But if  it goes to the south-
west in 2023, it could take 16 or 
more years for the south-east to 
produce Nigeria’s president.

It is important that the presi-
dential candidates of  these two 
leading political parties begin 
now to show prospects of  inclu-
sion and of  sensitivity to diver-
sity in their dispositions, plans 
and policy paradigms. It is im-
portant that they show there 
will be no perpetuation of  the 
present exclusivist proclivities 
which deepen national strife 
and insecurity.

The two leading candidates 
– Atiku and Tinubu --- should 
reach out to the South-East, 
their traditional rulers, political 
leaders and everyday citizens 
with genuine intentions and 
plans of  bringing them into one 
composite fold where all Nigeri-
ans can exist under justice, equi-
ty, peace and harmony. No one 
should be excluded.

Also, the South-East should 
by now have learnt from the per-
ils of  political naivety and unre-
quited loyalty. I suggest, they 
should be fair and equitable in 
their support for Atiku, Tinubu 
or Peter Obi. What is sauce for 
the goose should be sauce for 
the gander. Scorched-earth pol-
itics will only leave the land bar-
ren. In this contest of  capricious 
interests, may Nigeria not suffer.
Fredrick Nwabufo. Nwabufo is a 
writer and journalist.

Atiku, Tinubu should embrace South-East 
and end the apartheid

The two leading candi -
dates - Atiku and Tinu-
bu - should reach out 
to the South-East, their 
traditional rulers, polit-
ical leaders and every -
day citizens with genuine 
intentions and plans of 
bringing them into one 
composite fold where all 
Nigerians can exist under 
justice, equity, peace and 
harmony. No one should 
be excluded. Also, the 
South-East should by now 
have learnt from the per-
ils of political naivety and 
unrequited loyalty. I sug-
gest, they should be fair 
and equitable in their sup-
port for Atiku, Tinubu or 

Peter Obi

Ahmed Tinubu
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U.S. to send $1 billion in military aid
to bolster Ukrainian fight
T

he United States will 
send an additional $1 
billion in military aid to 
Ukraine, President Biden 

announced Wednesday, bolstering 
Ukrainian forces as they are pum-
meled by a Russian offensive in the 
country’s east.

The massive arms package, which 
will include ammunition, artillery 
systems and, for the first time from 
the United States, mobile Harpoon 
anti-ship missile launchers, under-
scores the high stakes of  Ukraine’s 
attempt to repel a powerful Russian 
assault in the Donbas region and 
fears that the Kremlin could still 
target port cities such as Odessa.

“The United States, together 
with our allies and partners, will 
not waver in our commitment to 
the Ukrainian people as they fight 
for their freedom,” Biden said in 
a statement after a call with Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky. The 
scale of  the assistance, the United 
States’ single largest aid package 
for Ukraine to date, represents 
an acknowledgment that the war 
will probably continue for many 
months more, generating disastrous 
effects for the world economy and 
global hunger.

The announcement came as 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
met with NATO allies and other 
partners for two days of  talks in 
Brussels, focused on support for 
Kyiv and broader changes in trans-
atlantic security, many of  them 
stemming from President Vladimir 
Putin’s Feb. 24 invasion of  Ukraine.

The surge of  international sup-
port for Ukraine follows weeks of  
urgent appeals from Zelensky and 
other Ukrainian officials, who have 
called for sophisticated weapons, 
including air and missile defense 

systems, they say are needed to pre-
vail against Russia’s larger, more 
advanced military.

Austin, speaking at a news con-
ference in Brussels, said the latest 
weapons would be “crucial” to 
helping Ukraine hold off  Russia’s 
assault in Donbas. “It will make 
a difference,” he said. The new 
package brings U.S. security aid to 
Ukraine since the war began to $5.6 
billion.

Austin suggested more aid would 
be coming from nations such as 
Germany, which he said would 
send long-range artillery rocket sys-
tems. Slovakia has promised heli-
copters and ammunition. Ukraine’s 
backers “will stay focused on this 
for as long as it takes,” he said.

Ukrainian forces, despite months 
of  Western arms shipments, are 
struggling to hold off  Russian forces 
in their Donbas offensive. The bat-
tle is now focused around the city 
of  Severodonetsk, where civilians 
remain trapped beneath a chemical 
plant and local officials say shelling 
and the destruction of  bridges have 
cut off  escape routes.

Severodonetsk Mayor Alexander 
Stryuk said conditions for the city’s 
thousands of  remaining civilians 
are growing dire as Russian forces 
attempt to storm Ukrainian-con-
trolled areas from multiple direc-
tions.

British Defense Secretary Ben 
Wallace on Wednesday described 
Ukrainian troops as “exhausted,” 
many of  them fighting for 90 days 
at a time, and vastly outgunned as 
they face off  against Russia in an 
artillery-heavy fight. Britain, like 
other Western countries, is now 
attempting to accelerate weapons 
deliveries but has also stressed the 
need to train Ukrainian troops on 

Joe Biden, US President.

Foreign News  

T
he European Union sued 
Britain on Wednesday 
over its move to rewrite the 
trade rules agreed to when 

the country left the EU two years 
ago, ratcheting up tensions between 
the major economic partners.

Earlier this week, British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s govern-
ment proposed legislation that 
would remove customs checks on 
some goods entering Northern 
Ireland from the rest of  the U.K. 
Those checks were imposed as part 
of  a hard-fought compromise when 
Britain left the EU and its border-
less free-trade zone — but have 
caused both economic and politi-
cal problems in Northern Ireland, 
where some say they undermine 
the region’s place in the United 
Kingdom.

The EU has decried Britain’s ef-
fort to rip up part of  the deal.

“Let’s call a spade a spade: This 
is illegal,” European Commission 
Vice President Maroš Šefcovic  told 
a news conference in Brussels on 
Wednesday.

The EU’s decision to pursue 
legal action raises the possibility 

that either or both sides could im-
pose punishing tariffs on the other. 
Šefcovic refused to rule out such a 
move Wednesday. But the prospect 
of  trade war still seemed a distant 
possibility since both would suffer 
and have said they want to find a 
solution outside of  the courts.

According to the latest EU fig-
ures, the 27-nation bloc is the U.K.’s 
biggest trading partner, while the 
U.K. is the EU’s third-biggest trad-
ing after the U.S. and China.

Britain’s government has pro-
posed new legislation that would 
unilaterally rewrite post-Brexit trade 
rules for Northern Ireland, despite 
opposition from some U.K. law-
makers and EU officials who say 
the move violates international law.

At the heart of  the dispute — and 
the whole reason a compromise was 
needed in the first place — are con-
cerns about stability in Northern 
Ireland, which is the only part of  
the U.K. that shares a border with 
an EU country, namely Ireland. 
The checks were imposed in order 
to keep that border open because 
that is a key pillar of  the peace pro-
cess that ended decades of  violence 

in Northern Ireland.
But British unionists in Northern 

Ireland say the new checks have put 
a burden on businesses and frayed 
the bonds between the region and 
the rest of  the U.K. The rules have 
also led to a political crisis in North-
ern Ireland, where the main union-
ist party blocked the formation of  
a new power-sharing government 
in Belfast, saying it won’t take 
part until the Brexit trade rules are 
scrapped.

Šefcovic, the EU commission of-
ficial, said he’s willing to keep talks 
going with the U.K. — but insisted 
solutions should be found within 
the original agreement, called the 
Northern Ireland Protocol.

The British government called the 
EU’s move “disappointing.”

“The U.K.’s preference remains 
for a negotiated solution but the 
proposals set out by the EU today 
are the same proposals we have 
been discussing for months,” it said.

It added that it had to act because 
the protocol was undermining 
Northern Ireland’s peace accord 
by “disrupting trade and leading to 
people in Northern Ireland being 

new systems, which will mean a 
delay before they can be employed 
in battle.

The Donbas battle has prompt-
ed renewed speculation in Western 
capitals about how the war will 
end and what compromises, if  any, 
Kyiv should make in any negotiat-
ed settlement. Zelensky, signaling 
little appetite for concession, this 
week vowed to retake all areas of  

the country controlled by Russia, 
including Crimea, which Moscow 
annexed in 2014.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Wednesday sought to tel-
egraph strong support for Ukraine 
but said Kyiv must eventually nego-
tiate. He has taken a different tack 
in addressing Putin’s actions than 
leaders like Biden, who has called 
the Russian leader a “killer” and a 

“butcher.”
“When — as I 

hope — Ukraine will 
have won, and above 
all when the firing has 
stopped, we must ne-
gotiate. The Ukrain-
ian president and his 
leaders will have to 
negotiate with Rus-
sia,” Macron said 
during a visit to Ro-
mania. “And we Eu-
ropeans will be at this 
table providing secu-
rity guarantees.”

As prices rise, Eu-
ropeans divided over 
how Ukraine war 
should end

Despite those 
hopes, the rift be-
tween Russia and the 
West has only seemed 
to widen as the war 
has ground on, amid 
successive waves of  
global sanctions and 
political rebukes. On 
Wednesday, former 
Russian president 
Dmitry Medvedev 
suggested in a Tele-
gram post that Rus-
sia’s aim is the de-

struction of  Ukraine as a nation.
“I saw a message that Ukraine, 

under lend-lease, wants to receive 
LNG [liquefied natural gas] from 
its overseas masters with payment 
for delivery in two years. Other-
wise, next winter it will simply 
freeze,” he wrote, adding: “Just 
a question. Who said that in two 
years Ukraine will even exist on the 
world map?”

treated differently to the rest of  the 
U.K.”

While there are serious disa-
greements between the two sides, 
the events of  this week also reflect 
maneuvering as each tries to wran-
gle the best deal from the other.

The legislation the British govern-
ment proposed will take months to 
wind its way through Parliament, 
and officials appear to be hoping 
they will get a new deal with the EU 
in the meantime.

That seems unlikely. Officials in 
the EU and member country gov-
ernments are incensed at what they 
see as the U.K.’s intention to break 
international law. Johnson’s gov-
ernment insists its unilateral move 
is lawful, but many lawyers and 
lawmakers — including some in his 
governing Conservative Party — 
disagree.

The so-called infringement proce-
dure that the EU renewed Wednes-
day likewise will take months to 
unfold. The action was originally 
launched against the U.K. govern-
ment last year but was put on hold 
in as both parties tried to find a solu-
tion.

The EU says it reopened the case 
out of  frustration with those talks. 
The EU Commission added that 
if  the British government does not 
reply within two months, it will 
consider taking the U.K. to the Eu-
ropean Court of  Justice.

“There have been only new and 
new demands coming from the 
U.K. government,” Sefcovics add-
ed.

The EU also opened two other 
legal actions that accuse the U.K. 
of  ignoring two other parts of  the 
post-Brexit agreement.

The U.K. government said its 
proposed measures ease the bur-
den on businesses and customers, 
including by reducing paperwork 
for goods coming from Britain 
into Northern Ireland and that are 
staying there. Goods continuing on 
to Ireland or elsewhere in the EU 
would continue to be checked at 
Northern Ireland ports.

Sefcovic said the EU would flesh 
out proposals made previously for 
facilitating the movement of  goods 
from Britain to Northern Ireland 
while drastically reducing paper-
work. But the EU worries lax bor-
der checks are letting smuggled 
goods enter Ireland, a threat to the 
bloc’s borderless single market. 
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By Ikenna Orioha

F
ast food and super-
market owners in 
Imo State, have been 

trained on hygiene and 
public safety as dirty and 
hazardous environments 
do not only cause health 
complications, they scare 
customers away, issue that 
may dwindle such a busi-
ness outfit.

The training which was 
organized by the Imo State 
Government through the 
Public Safety and tagged 
“Safety Standard and 
Regulations”, was held in 
Owerri, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday respectively.

Speaking, the Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
on Public Safety, Hon. 
Prince Ugochukwu Nze-
kwe, said government or-
ganized the program to 
enlighten those who cook 
business food, as well as 
sell consumable items so 
that people who patronise 
them will be safe whenev-
er they visit the fast food 
joints or supermarkets in 
Imo State.

Nzekwe hinted that it is 
the duty of  Public Safety 
Agency to inform busi-
ness owners things that 
are needed to do to make 
sure that safety facilities 
are available at their vari-
ous business environments 
so that customers will be 
free from any form of  haz-

Fast food, supermarket owners trained 
on hygiene, public safety

ard, stressing that neat 
environment attracts com-
fort, pleasure, customers, 
wealth and encourages 
good health.

He reiterated that it is 
the responsibility of  gov-
ernment to regulate food 
sellers in supper mar-
kets, joints or elsewhere 
through regular and thor-
ough inspection, saying 
the agency also offers ad-
vice, provides some safety 
equipments with a view 
to enhancing economy of  
Imo State to make it a bet-
ter place for all to live as 
good health is wealth.

The SA added that “af-
ter the sensitization pro-
gram if  any of  those busi-
ness owners fail to adhere 
to the safety measures 
marshaled out to them the 
law empowers the Pub-
lic Safety Agency to seal 
up their places”, advising 
them on the need to make 
good use of  the training 
to be safety conscious and 
help customers who come 
by for patronage to be safe 
and comfortable.

Nzekwe, who noted 
that approval was given 
for them to train the food 
sellers and other busi-
ness stakeholders in Imo 
State, maintained that the 
program was done in seg-
ments as the Association 
of  Fast food, Supermar-
kets, would engage banks, 
oil companies, hotels and 

Gunmen kidnap veteran 
journalist, Chuks Onuoha in 
Umuahia, demand N10m
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
veteran Journalist, 
Comrade Chuks 
Onuoha has been 

kidnapped and taken to un-
known place by gunmen.

The gunmen are demand-
ing the sum of  N10m in 
ransom to free the Journal-
ist, with advice to his family 
to co-operate with their ran-
som demands.

Onuoha was abducted 
from his private residence 
at Ohuhu, Umuahia North 
LGA of  Abia State on Tues-
day night, while relaxing 
with his wife and children.

Confirming her husband’s 
abduction to News Echo 
correspondent through 
phone, the wife to the Jour-
nalist said her husband was 
taken away by some gun-
men who came at about 
9.45:pm.

She recalled “ we were 
about to take our bath when 
the people entered our 
house and ordered my hus-
band to follow them. Before 
taking him away, they col-
lected my husband’s bank 
ATM cards and then forced 
him to enter his car from 
where they drove away.”

Onuoha’s wife continued, 
“They are demanding N10 
million and I don’t even 
know where to get it. I need 
your prayers because am 
confused.”

Onuoha worked with the 
Daily Times, The Guardian 
and The Sun newspapers 
before founding his own  
online news blog, recently.

The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO) of  
Abia State Police Com-
mand, Mr Geoffrey Ogbon-
na did not pick his phone 
calls when contacted, even 
at the time of  filing of  this 
report.

ASUU strike ‘ll affect your victory in 
2023 - Primate Ayodele warns APC

T
he leader of  INRI 
Evangelical Spiritual 
Church, Primate Eli-

jah Ayodele, on Thursday, 
warned the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, over the on-
going strike embarked on by 
the Academic Staff  Union of  
Nigerian Universities, ASUU.

Primate Ayodele warned 
that the ASUU strike may 
affect the chances of  APC re-
taining power in 2023.

State Party Chairman of Imo APC, Hon. MacDonald Ebere interfaces with LGA party chairmen and members of the state working 
committee of the party.

In a statement by his 
spokesman, Oluwatosin 
Osho, the clergyman said 
Nigerians would vote against 
APC if  the ASUU strike con-
tinues.

He also berated the Federal 
Government over the harsh 
economic conditions of  the 
country.

Primate Ayodele said the 
strike is affecting the econ-
omy of  Nigeria negatively 

while asking the government 
to meet the demands of  the 
lecturers because they deserve 
it.

According to Ayodele: 
“This government has been 
disappointing with the way 
they are handling ASUU 
Strike, and this is affecting the 
Nigerian economy negatively.

“When there is no school, 
how do you want the econo-
my to grow? It’s impossible.

government owned estab-
lishments on better ways 
forward.

One of  the participants, 
Mr. Paul Uyonwu, Opera-
tional Manager of  Owerri 
Mall, who spoke, com-
mended the Imo State 

Government for organ-
izing the program which 
he described as  wonder -
ful, having learnt a lot of  
Safety tips that would help 
him to keep hygiene at his 
home and business envi-
ronment to attract more 

patronage, comfort and 
good health.

Just as Mr. Madu Augus-
tine, the Imo State Chair-
man of  Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Association 
and UK Liaison, Imo State 
Chapter, and Mr. Iwu-

chukwu Obinna, of  Imo 
State Fire Service Office, 
separately harped on the 
need for fast food vendors 
to always maintain healthy 
environment having fire 
safety equipment to avoid 
fire outbreak.

“ASUU deserves what 
they request for; the govern-
ment should do the needful, 
the strike is part of  Nigeria’s 
economic crisis, and it’s real-
ly sad that they are unable to 
resolve it.

“If  things continue this 
way, the victory of  the ruling 
party will be affected in 2023; 
people will vote against them 
massively.”

2023: Father Ugwu tackles Fr. Mbaka over Peter Obi’s prophecy
the right person.

He wrote: I will keep say-
ing this and I will not get tired 
of  saying it. . . Let us focus! 
Don’t allow anything to dis-
tract you. In the past, we have 
listened to self-acclaimed 
prophets tell us who to vote. 
. .We tried them many times, 
but they landed us in purga-
tory. This time around, we 
have decided not to follow 
prophecies. Was that not our 
agreement? We tried tribe be-
fore, we tried religion too… 
but they landed us in Limbo. 
We tried candidates that use 
to share money. . .we voted 
for those that will distribute 
oils, Maggi, Indomie, and 1k 
before the camera… But it 
landed us in hell. 

This time around, we have 
vowed never to listen to any 

self-acclaimed prophet and 
their prophecies. We are not 
saying prophecy is not good, 
but we are saying that the 
biggest prophecy from God 
on the 2023 election is for us 
to use our common senses 
which God himself  gave us. 

For the reason why God 
gave us sense is so that we 
won’t be senseless. We have 
vowed never to allow tribe or 
religion cause us to lose focus.

We will vote for the best 
candidate this time. Finally, 
we have also vowed not to 
give shishi when you don’t 
merit it. We will not bribe an-
ybody. We will not be waste-
ful. Shishi you will not see un-
less we see the importance of  
the project to the masses.

Let’s trend #NoShishi He 
added: “Stingy Vs Prudent. 

It is important we make this 
clarification so that people 
don’t confuse the two. Stingy: 
Someone who is mean and 
not generous. Prudent: Act-
ing with or showing care and 
thought for the future. 

Sometimes, people use 
both words interchangeably 
because, in economic terms, 
they are semantically related. 
But almost all the time, people 
use stingy when they would 
have used prudent. 

They do it deliberately 
because they know that the 
word “stingy” has a more 
negative connotation. And in 
the register of  religion, being 
prudent will be a virtue, while 
being stingy will be a vice.

Keeping politics aside, it is 
uncharitable to describe Peter 
Obi as a stingy person. 

M
baka’s comment is 
currently generat-
ing reactions from 

the teaming supporters of  
Obi. Catholic priest, Rever-
end Father Kelvin Ugwu has 
reacted to an outburst by the 
founder of  Adoration Minis-
try, Enugu, Fr. Ejike Mbaka 
against Peter Obi. Mbaka, a 
fiery Enugu Catholic priest, 
had declared that Peter Obi 
cannot emerge as Nigerian 
President in 2023, saying the 
Labour Party candidate is too 
stingy. 

Mbaka’s comment is cur-
rently generating reactions 
from the teaming supporters 
of  Obi. Reacting, Ugwu said 
Nigerians have tried people 
who shared money and they 
failed. He urged Nigerians to 
ignore Mbaka and vote for 
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Abia Assembly moves to establish 
food banks in senatorial districts

Anambra teachers’ recruitment: 
Soludo approves 50% 
cut off mark

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

B
arely 24hours, of  re-
leasing the results of  
the computer based test 

of  the Anambra teacher’s re-
cruitment exercise, Governor 
Charles Soludo has approved 
50 percent as the cut off  mark 
for the just concluded exami-
nation. 

According to a statement 
signed by Prof. Ngozi Chu-

ma-Udeh, Honourable Com-
missioner for Education, An-
ambra State, Candidates, who 
scored 50 percent and above, 
should prepare for another 
round of  the examination on 
Saturday 18th June, 2022. 

 Candidates will only be 
checked into the examina-
tion hall on showing their 
personal identification cards, 
National Identification Cards 
and Voters Cards.  Further de-
tails will be uploaded shortly, 
she added.

Rivers police parades over 30
suspected criminals

From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State Police 
Command has pa-
raded over thirty 

people suspected to be in-
volved in kidnapping, child 
theft, armed robbery, sea 
pirate and snuggling of  
arms in the state. The state 
commissioner of  Police, 
Friday Eboka who briefed 
newsmen at the command 
headquarters said his men 
were able to effect the ar-
rest based on intelligence 
reports. CP Eboka said 
several bitems including 
arms and ammunition vehi-
cles and trailer loaded with 
fertilizer, and one million 
naira cash were recovered 
from the suspected crimi-
nals. The Commissioner of  
Police also warned criminal 

causing sleepless nights to 
innocent citizens to relocate 
or be ready to face the full 
wroth of  the law. The state 
police boss further encour-

aged residents to have con-
fidence on the police and as-
sist with useful information. 
News Echo reports that six 
guns, eight ammunition, 

were recovered while seven 
kidnapped victims and one 
child who was sold were 
rescued during the opera-
tions.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State House of  
Assembly has com-
menced legislative 

proceedings for the estab-
lishment of  food banks in 
three senatorial zones of  the 
state.

The initiative, according to 
the legislators, would ensure 
food security in Abia State, 
if  passed and signed into law.

The bill, called H.A.B. 56 
was sponsored by Hon Okey 
Igwe, the member represent-
ing Umunneochi State con-
stituency who observed that 
bad shape of  the Nigerian 
economy is causing untold 
hardship on Nigerians.

After going through legis-
lative proceedings, a motion 
was moved by majority lead-
er, Solomon Akpulonu (Ob-

ingwa West)  and second -
ed by Obinna Ichita (Aba 
South).

The H.A.B. bill passed first 
reading in the House.

Earlier during the plena-
ry, Hon Okey Igwe raised 
the alarm over rising inse-
curity in parts of  the State, 
especially his constituency, 
Umunneochi LGA.

Igwe lamented that his 
people now live in fear, occa-
sioned by kidnappings and 
other criminal activities.

Also, a bill to establish 
Abia State tele-health care 
agency sponsored by Hon 
Stanley Nwabuisi of  Ikwua-
no constituency has passed a 
first reading in the House.

The bill H.A.B. 55 aims to 
provide urgent and quality 
health services for Abians, 
especially those in emergen-
cy medical conditions.

Uzodimma never advocated Muslim-Muslim
presidential ticket says Imo Govt

I
mo State Government 
has debunked the claim 
by some media outlets 

that Gov Hope Uzodimma  
advocated a Muslim- Mus-
lim ticket for the presiden-
tial candidate of  APC.

The Commissioner for 
Information and Strate-
gy, Declan Emelumba in 
a statement in Owerri on 
Wednesday (June 15th) said 
at no time did the governor 
canvass such a position.

He said rather, Uzodim-
ma was emphatic that reli-
gion was not mentioned as 
a factor in the Constitution 
for the election of  a Presi-
dent or his Vice. But he add-
ed that what the country 

needed was a good govern-
ment that will accommodate 
the religious and ethnic di-
versity of  the country. “How 
can this position amount 
to advocating for Muslim/
Muslim presidential ticket?” 
the Commissioner asked.  

He regretted that mischief  
makers twisted the answer 
given by Uzodimma to state 
House correspondents.

Emelumba noted that the 
exact words of  Uzodimma 
on the choice of  a vice pres-
idential candidate was that 
it was the prerogative of  the 
presidential candidate alone 
to choose, not him or the 
governors.

According to him” His 

I have no plan to reply Mbaka, Peter Obi  
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

T
he Labour Party 
Presidential candi-
date, Mr. Peter Obi, 

has debunk the rumour 
making the round that he 
has replied the Enugu based 
Catholic Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Ejike Mbaka, for calling 
him stingy and curse man.

News Echo gathered that 
Fr. Mbaka, has declared 
that Mr. Peter Obi, can nev-
er be President of  Nigeria 
for being a stingy man.

Mbaka, made the declara-
tion at his Adoration Min-
istry, Enugu State, Nigeria.

He said unless God ceas-
es to exist, Obi would never 
smell the seat of  the Presi-
dent.

He said it was better to 
have an old man as Presi-
dent than a ‘stingy young 
man’.

However, Obi, in a release 
made available to Journal-
ists in Awka, on Thursday, 
by his media aide, Valentine 
Obienyem, said Mr. Peter 

Obi did not and is not plan-
ning to issue any reply. 

According to the release; 
Our attention have  been 
drawn to  a statement cred-
ited to Mr. Peter Obi as his 
reply to Fr. Ejike Mbaka.

We wish to state for the 
record that Mr. Peter Obi 
did not and is not planning 
to issue any reply. 

We advise  that any me-
dium trying to publish such  
an unsigned letter should 
clarify its authenticity from 
Mr. Obi’s Media Office.

Excellency made it clear 
that there is no part of  the 
Constitution where religion 
is a factor in choosing the  
president or his vice”. 

But he quickly added that 
“what we are looking for is 
good governance that will 
unite the country and take 
cognizance of  every tribe, 
every religion and every de-
nomination”. 

He said Uzodimma was 
emphatic that APC was 
looking for a ticket that will 
face the issue of  governance 
squarely and not to talk of  
divisive issues.

The Commissioner en-
joined those in doubt of  

what the governor said to 
obtain a clip of  the record-
ing from channels televi-
sion.

He deplored a situation 
where the governor will be 
deliberately misquoted for 
ulterior motives.

 He noted that the gover-
nor was clear that the choice 
of  a running mate for the 
APC presidential candidate 
was not his to make and 
wondered: “How then can 
the same governor at the 
same time be advocating 
which religion or tribe that 
should be the running mate 
of  the presidential candi-
date. It  just doesn’t add up”.

Suspected sex teenagers paraded during a police raid at Gally Gally Hotel in Nkpor, Idemili L.G.A. of Anambra State.

...Rescue stolen baby, 7 kidnap victims...As another exam set to hold on 
Saturday, 18th

Lagos-bound plane catches
fire mid-air with 33 people
on board

n Overland Airways 

Aaircraft catches fire 
m i d - a i r  o n 

Wednesday night with 33 
passengers on board.

The passengers however 
escaped death as the aircraft 
made an emergency landing at 
the Murtala Muhammad 
International Airport, Lagos, 
from Ilorin International 
Airport in Kwara State.

It was learned that the 
Pilot-in-Command of  the 
ATR-42 Aircraft had declared 
a May Day which in aviation 
p a r l a n c e  i m p l i e s  a n 
emergency situation while 
authorities at the airport had 
ac t ivated  a l l  emergency 
procedures as the crew tried to 
maneuver the plane.

The airline in a statement 
confirmed the incident, saying 
the passengers remained calm 
all through the process.

T h e  a i r l i n e  s a i d , 
“Overland Airways wishes to 
inform the general public that 
its flight OF1188 from Ilorin to 

Lagos experienced an unusual 
high turbine temperature on 
one of  its engines today, 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022, 
around 7:50 pm.

“This occurred in the 
approach phase of  flight and 
the aircraft landed very safely 
a s  t h e  C r e w  s k i l l f u l l y 
implemented their standard 
procedures for such abnormal 
situations.

“ O ve r l a n d  A i r w ay s 
sa lutes  the  profess ional 
interventions of  the Federal 
Airports Authority of  Nigeria 
(FAAN), Nigerian Airspace 
M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NAMA), Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA), 
and the Accident Investigation 
Bureau Nigeria (AIB-N) 
which were very prompt and 
reassuring.

“ O ve r l a n d  A i r w ay s 
regrets any inconvenience to 
its passengers and assures the 
traveling public of  its full 
commitment to the safety of  
its services and passengers.”



estivals are a way to Fexpress rich cultures 
and celebrate the 

uniqueness of  a people; they 
are living expressions of  
traditions passed down from 
generation to generation. 

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
prominent characteristics 
of a festival is how colorful 
and bright they are. Below 
are some of  the world's most 
colorful festivals: 

1 )  H a r b i n 
International Ice and Snow 
Festival (China)

T h i s  f e s t i v a l  i s 
c e l e b r a t e d  i n  H a r b i n , 
Heilongjiang, China, and is 
the world's largest ice and 
snow festival. It is held 
between late December and 
February every year. The 
f e s t i v a l  i n c l u d e s  i c e 
sculptures by artists from 
various countries competing 
in the annual competition. 

In 2007 an exhibited 
sculpting at the festival was 
awarded a Guinness World 
Record for the world's largest 
snow sculpture.  I t  was 
recorded to be 250 metres 
long, 28 feet (8.5 m) high, 
and over 13,000 cubic metres 
o f  s n o w  w a s  u s e d  i n 
sculpting the piece. 

This grand ice display 
attracts millions of  visitors 
annually and generates 
revenue to the tune of  
billions. 

2 )  L a  T o m a t i n a 
Festival Spain (Europe) 

T h e  L a  To m a t i n a 
festival takes place in the 
Valencian town of  Buñol, in 
eastern Spain. This festival is 
not called the "Biggest food 
f ight in the world" for 
nothing as par ticipants 
throw tomatoes at  one 
another simply for fun and 
entertainment. 

This famous festival, 
held on the last Wednesday 
o f  Augus t  s ince  1945, 
a t t r a c t s  i n d i v i d u a l s 
worldwide to participate in 
this messy affair that leaves 
everyone doused in red 
tomato pulp. After an hour 
of  intense tomato throwing, 
the fighting ends, and no 
tomatoes can be thrown at 
this point. 

The cleaning process 
b e g i n s  i m m e d i a t e l y, 
involving using fire trucks to 
spray down the streets with 
water. 

3) Calabar Festival 

(Africa) 
The Calabar Festival 

h e l d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n 
Nigerian state of  Cross River 
attracts large numbers of  
people every year to its 
colorful and flamboyant 
celebrations, which last up to 
a month. 

The festival was first 
held in 2004, organized by 
the then governor of  the 
state, Donald Duke. The 
Calabar Carnival  often 
referred to as the "Africa's 
biggest party," is probably the 
biggest and longest tourism 
event in West Africa. 

It attracts over two 
million people and features 
participants from over 25 
different countries. The 
Battle of  the Bands and 
Street Parade are some of  the 
highlights of  the carnival. 

4 )  R i o  d e  Ja n i e r o 
Carnival, Brazil (South 
America) 

This grand festival held 
in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, 
five days before lent, is 
commonly described as the 
largest carnival in the world. 
The first carnival in Rio 
happened in 1723, and Rio 
De Janeiro is widely famous 
for its elaborate costumes 
and floats. 

The carnival parade 
invites Samba dancers from 
all over Rio to compete for 
cash prizes and nationwide 
fame. The festival is one of  
the most lively, energetic, 
and colorful gatherings 
anyone could participate in. 

5 )  V i v i d  S y d n e y 
(Australia) 

Vivid Sydney is  an 
annual festival held over 
three weeks in May and June 
in Sydney, Australia. Lights, 
m u s i c ,  a n d  i d e a s 
characterize the festival. 
There are outdoor immersive 
light projections, displays, 
and illusions. 

Local and international 
musicians are known to 
entertain the audience with 
performances. An ideas 
exchange forum is also 
featured in this festival, 
where public talks and 
debates are held with leading 
creatives within and outside 
the country. 

6) Holi, India (Asia) 
We can't possibly speak 

of  colorful festivals without 
speaking of  Holi.  This 
Hindu fiesta is celebrated in 

Nepal, India, and Sri Lanka, 
although it is also celebrated 
worldwide by the Indian 
D i a s p o r a .  I t  i s  a n 
agricultural festival marking 
spring and the victory of  
good over evil. 

The event lasts for a 
night and a day and is 
celebrated annually, between 
February and March. People 
of  all ages and genders 
gather in large numbers 
gather in public places and 
coat one another in colored 
pigments and powders. 

This festival ultimately 
fosters unity and joy among 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e 
community. The festival is 
one of  the most famous 
colorful festivals in the 
world. 

7) Day of the Dead, 
Mexico (North America) 

Día de Los Muertos, or 
Día de Muertos, is one of  
Mexico's  most colorful 
annual events, and it is done 
to celebrate the dead. The 
event's theme is death, but it 
demonstra tes  love  and 
respect for deceased family 
members by celebrating 
them instead of  mourning 
them. 

The Day of  the Dead 
began many of  years ago 
with the Toltec, Nahua, and 
Aztec people. These cultures 
considered grieving and 
m o u r n i n g  t h e  d e a d 
disrespectful, they believed 
that death was a natural 
phase of  life. The altar or 
ofrenda is the main focus of  
the celebration, built-in 
cemeter ies  and pr ivate 
homes. 

These altars are not for 
worship but to welcome the 
spirits back to the realm of  
t h e  l i v i n g .  T h e y  a r e 
decorated with offerings 
which most times include 
water to quench the spirits' 
thirst after the long journey 
from the spirit world, the 
f a v o r i t e  f o o d  o f  t h e 
deceased, a candle for each 
dead relative, and family 
photographs, and. 

One of  the things that 
makes this festival colorful 
are individuals of  all ages 
with their faces artfully 
painted to resemble skulls. 
They also put on costumes 
and hang colorful papers on 
the streets, and the altars are 
known as papel picado. 
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issing is an art, and Kmany people skip 
kissing class.

Kissing creates a deeper 
connection, intimacy and 
makes a couple's sex life 
healthier.

It is so important that 
people decide whether or not 
t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  a 
relationship based on how 
good or bad the first kiss is. 

Can you think of  a really 
good kiss you had and what 
made it so good? 

Well, we are certain all 
of  the things listed below 
were present. 

If you both want it 
Desire is the beginning 

of  every great kiss. If  one 
party isn't sure about kissing 
or is distracted, then you 
might as well be kissing the 
back of  your hand. 

Enough sexual tension 
between the two of  you 
makes the chances of  having 
a great kiss quite high. 

If your lips touch and 
linger 

Many people  th ink 

kissing is about swallowing 
another person's mouth. 

The basic concept of  
kissing is to let the lips touch 
for at least six seconds. By 
allowing your lips to linger 
on theirs, you can connect 
deeper and get in tune with 
their body. 

If you introduce tongue 
slowly 

To n g u e  k i s s i n g  o r 
French kissing is not the only 
way to kiss, yet many people 
think it is. 

The tongue should be 
the culmination of  a kiss, if  
you start darting your tongue 
up and down someone's 
mouth too soon it can be 
very unnerving, and they 
might not know how to 
respond to it. 

After a few minutes of  
kissing, you can introduce 
your tongue slowly and 
gauge their response to it. 

When the tongue is 
introduced at the right time, 
and the feedback is good, 
then making out session is 
about to blow your mind. 

If you know what to do 
with your hands 

Your hands should not 
be hanging awkwardly. Your 
hand movement makes the 
whole kissing experience 
pleasurable. 

A good pos i t ion  i s 
holding her waist while her 
arms are around your neck. 
Another way is to glide your 
hands all over her body, play 
with the boobs, and grab the 

t 's not always about Iselfishness and addiction 
to sex.
What will your reaction 

be if  your par tner st i l l 
masturbates even though you 
have an active sexual life? 

For most women like 
Dammy, this could be the 
end of  that relationship, 
especially if  it's a serious 
relationship. 

D a m m y,  2 6 ,  i s  a n 
entrepreneur in Lagos whose 
boyfr iend confessed to 
habitual masturbation. 

"I know we don't have 
sex all the time because of  
distance and all, but we do 
every time we spend time 
together. 

"Do you think I don't feel 
horny in his absence, too? If  I 
can hold it in till we see, I'm 
disappointed he can't hold 
out for me, too," she says. 

She then asks "Why do 
guys even masturbate when 
they have girlfriends with 
whom they can fulfil their 
sexual desires?" 

F i v e  g u y s  p r o v i d e 
answers to this question 
below 

1. Habit 
“I'm not masturbating 

because my girlfriend isn't 
enough for me sexually or 
anything like that. It's just 
s o m e t h i n g  I  d o .  I t ' s 
something I've always done. I 
don't even give it a second 
thought. It feels good and it 
relieves tension. That's all I 
have to say about it, really," 
Sam says. 

2. It's part of  our sex 
routine 

According to Tunde, 
“My girlfriend and I actually 
masturbate in front of  each 
other sometimes. 

"She's more into it than 
me, I think, because she was 
the one who initiated it the 
first time, but it's really hot. If  
you haven't tried it, you 
should.” 

3. It reduces premature 
ejaculation 

And in Chinedu's case, 
helping himself  reach climax 
is important to his sexual 
relationship with his partner. 

“I think masturbation 
helps make me a better lover, 
which is one reason I still do 
i t  even  when I  have  a 
girlfriend. If  I don't have an 
orgasm for a few days, I'm 
pretty sensitive and cum 
quickly. Usually too quickly,” 
he says. 

4. Pregnant partner 
Folar in ' s  par tner  i s 

pregnant, so it is “My fiancé 
is pregnant, and we're not 

hen your partner 

Wdoes something 
that offends you 

deeply, your first reaction, 
naturally will be to pay back. 
But you must not.

I n  a n y  m a r i t a l , 
marriage-intended, or any 
other form of  romantic 
relationship, there is bound 
to be a constant cycle of  
connection, disconnection 
and reconnection.

The very fact that you 
are a couple or romantically 
i n v o l v e d  s e t t l e s  t h e 
c o n n e c t i o n  p a r t .  T h e 
quarrels and lovers' fights 
will bring about occasional 
disconnection, and when you 
both handle the problems 
properly, you'll make up and 
there is your reconnection.

Unfortunately many 
couples somehow get lost at 
the stage of  disconnection 
and never reconnect again.

This, almost all the time, 
has to do with how you react 
when your partner offends or 
hurt you with their action.

The link between the 
a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l e 
disconnection and required 
reconnection is your reaction 
to that hurtful thing your 
partner did.

S o ,  h o w  a r e  y o u 
s u p p o s e d  t o  r e a c t  t o 
something painful said or 
done to you by your partner?

Do not react in that 
moment

There is a legal term 
known as 'acting in the heat 
of  passion'.

This basically explains 
the situation where you 
retaliate in like manner 
immediately someone does 
something malicious to you.

The above explains how 
we humans naturally react to 
situations. In a relationship, 
though, you must not.

It's going to take time, 
but as a man or woman who 
values the relationship, you 
must learn over time that you 
are not supposed to retaliate 
all the time, especially if  the 
situation is a volatile one 
wi th  the  poss ib i l i ty  of  
permanently ruining what 
you've got going.

By the way, I need to 
mention here that the hurtful 
things being referred to in this 
a r t i c l e  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e 
physical abuse and repeated 
extreme verbal abuse.

In conclusion, when 
faced with a situation where 
something hurtful has been 
said or done to you by your 
lover, consider how you 
would want him or her to 
react to you if  you did the 
same or worse to them.

This will also enable you 
not to overreact and ruin the 
chances of  a reconnection.

While you do not want 
to react in the moment, you 
also should not bottle up your 
annoyance or discontent.

Find a suitable time to 
address the issue as coolly as 
possible.

If  your partner is as 
concerned about keeping the 
relationship going as you are, 
they will grant you audience, 
an apology, and a change of  
behaviour.

Learn to control your 
r e a c t i o n s  d u r i n g 
disagreements,  because 
reconnection is to a large 
extent dependent on that 
thing you are about to say or 
do next.

having sex as much as we 
were before that happened. I 
think that's normal. So 
sometimes I masturbate.” 

5. Boredom 
Sometimes, boredom 

hits and for Benson, tugging 
one out is a quick fix for that. 

“To be honest, I beat off 
t o  a l l e v i a t e  b o r e d o m 
sometimes. This happens 
whether I'm single or not,” 
he says. 

or most women, sex Fplays a vital role in a 
loving relationship. 

Sex is certainly healthy 
and it's an important part of  
m a i n t a i n i n g  r o m a n t i c 
relationships. 

While sex might be the 
reason we go out of  our way 
to succeed in our lives and 
win affection, regular sex is a 
good way to ensure we 
release the dopamine to keep 
succeeding. 

How women view sex 
Sex is a natural outcome 

of  feeling close to our 
partner. 

Physical intimacy is a 
language unto itself, and 
women use it to express their 
l ove  a n d  a ppr e c ia t i o n 
towards their men. It also 
t r ans la t e s  in to  hav ing 
meaningful and fulfilling sex 

for women. 
At the beginning of  your 

relationship, good sex may 
come easily, as you are both 
riding the wave of  the 
newness of  your physical 
appetites. You don't need to 
work at understanding the 
importance of  sex in a 
marriage. 

As you grow with your 
partner, another layer of  
connectivity is formed: the 
mental  s ide of  sex,  or 
emotional intimacy. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e 
enjoyable sex with a woman, 
it is essential to understand 
h ow  mu c h  t h e y  va l u e 
emotional connection with 
their partners and how it 
affects their trajectory of  
sexual satisfaction. 

Research shows that 53% 
of  women view the mental 

connection established in a 
long-term relationship as an 
essential part of  their sexual 
satisfaction. 

S e x u a l l y - f u l f i l l e d 
women agree: if  you can't 
communicate outside the 
bedroom, your physical 
communication inside the 
bedroom will be difficult. 

To answer the question, 
how important is sex in 
marriage, it is crucial first to 
understand that good sex 
starts in the head. It means 
being able to talk honestly 
with your partner. 

Build-up is important for 
enjoyable sex, and women 
get excited about sex when 
they feel a deep, strong 
connection to their men. 

The majority of  women 
require  a  deep,  s t rong 
connection to their man in 
o r d e r  t o  t r u l y  e n j o y 
intercourse. 

Wo m e n  v a l u e  t h i s 
emotional connection even 
more so than achieving 
orgasm. 

Hence, Women need 
these pre-game activities 
(more than men, it may 

seem) in order to get into the 
mood, especially after years 
of  being with the same 
partner. 

Benefits of sex 
While having sex often 

boils down to desire and the 
powerfully attractive nature 
of  orgasms, there are many 
incredible reasons to have 
sex for your health. For both 
men and women, regular 
sex: 

Boosts libido.
Improves blood flow by 

dilating blood vessels and 
reduces blood pressure.

Increases mental clarity, 
focus, memory formation, 
and confidence.

Strengthens the immune 
system, preventing colds and 
reducing sick days taken 
from work or class.

Re d u c e s  s t r e s s  a n d 
improves our ability to fight 
against stress-causing events.

Improves mental health 
and well-being, decreasing 
the incidence of  depression 
and anxiety.

Strengthen the pelvic 
floor.

buttocks. 
You can also cup his or 

her face. Hold their face in 
your hands, and look at them 
deeply in the eyes before you 
start kissing. 

If you don't pour saliva 
on their lips 

People  who l ike  to 
swallow people's lips are the 
regular culprits. 

Kissing should leave 
your mouth with minimal 

saliva except you have a 
saliva kink. Some people 
actually want people to spit 
into their mouths. 

If  you don't have a 
saliva kink, then kiss their 
lips and don't pour saliva on 
them. 

W h e n  k i s s i n g ,  l i p 
sucking can come into play 
but transition into it slowly 
and sensually not like the lips 
a r e  s p a g h e t t i  yo u  a r e 
slurping. 

If your breath is fresh 
You want to exchange 

bacteria by kissing, but you 
didn't use a breath fresher, 
mint or most importantly, 
brush your teeth, that's evil. 

Bad breath can stand in 
the way of  a really good kiss. 

At the end of  the day, 
kissing like every other 
sexual activity requires 
communication. 

Even if  you don't get the 
first kiss right, talking about 
what you like or don't like 
and what your partner wants 
is paramount. 
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eople often use these Pt e r m s 
interchangeably, but 

they are not synonyms. 
When it comes to heart 
attacks and sudden cardiac 
arrest,  there can be a 
general misunderstanding 
that they are similar, if  not 
the same. However, both 
are medical emergencies 
related to heart health, 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
difference between them is 
incredibly important. A 
heart attack is when blood 
flow to the heart is blocked, 
and sudden cardiac arrest is 
w h e n  t h e  h e a r t 
malfunctions and suddenly 
stops beating unexpectedly. 
A  h e a r t  a t t a c k  i s  a 
“circulation” problem and 
sudden cardiac arrest is an 
“electrical” problem.

What is a heart attack?
A heart attack occurs 

when a blocked artery 
prevents oxygen-rich blood 
from reaching a section of  
the heart. If  the blocked 
artery is not reopened 
quickly, the part of  the 
heart normally nourished 
by that artery begins to die. 
The longer a person goes 
without treatment, the 
greater the damage. 

Symptoms of  a heart 
attack may be immediate 
and intense. More often, 
though, symptoms start 
slowly and persist for hours, 
days or weeks before a heart 
attack. Unlike with sudden 
cardiac arrest, the heart 
usual ly  does not  s top 
beating during a heart 
attack. The symptoms 
varies in women and men.

Warning Signs 
I n  B o t h  M e n  a n d 

Women: 
Squeezing chest pain or 

pressure 
Shortness of  breath 
Sweating 
Tightness in chest 
Pa in  sp r e a d ing  to 

shoulders, neck, arm, or 
jaw 

Feeling of  heartburn or 
indigestion with or without 
nausea and vomiting 

Sudden dizziness or 
brief  loss of  consciousness

S y m p t o m s  M o r e 
Likely in Women: 

Indigestion or gas-like 
pain 

Dizziness or nausea 
Unexplained weakness 

or fatigue 

particularly ventricular 
fibrillation, and long Q-T 
syndrome.

Warning Signs 
A l t h o u g h  s u d d e n 

cardiac arrests are typically 
b o t h  i m m e d i a t e  a n d 
unexpected, studies of  
sudden cardiac  ar res t 
survivors have identified 
several common warning 
signs:

Dizziness 
Unexplained shortness 

of  breath 
Chest pains 
Seizures (usually in the 

arms or legs) 
Feeling nauseated or 

vomiting about an hour 
before the event

As for what causes a 
sudden cardiac arrest, most 
incidents are usually the 
result of, or preceded by, 
p r e - e x i s t i n g  h e a r t 
conditions such as:

C o r o n a r y  a r t e r y 
disease 

E n l a r g e d  h e a r t 
(cardiomyopathy) 

Valvular heart disease 
C o n g e n i t a l  h e a r t 

disease 
Electrical problems in 

the heart 
E a c h  o f  t h e s e 

conditions has the potential 
to create abnormalities 
within the heart's rhythm, 
referred to as arrhythmia, 
w h i c h  i s  u s u a l ly  t h e 
immediate cause of  a 
sudden cardiac arrest. 

Fast action can save 
lives. 

Even if  you're not sure 
it's a heart attack, rush to 
the hospital. Every minute 
matters! It's best to call 
E M S  t o  g e t  t o  t h e 
emergency room right 
away. Emergency medical 
services staff  can begin 
treatment when they arrive 
— up to an hour sooner 
than if  someone gets to the 
hospital by car. EMS staff  
are also trained to revive 
someone whose heart has 
stopped. Patients with chest 
p a i n  w h o  a r r i v e  b y 
ambulance usually receive 
faster treatment at the 
hospital, too.

What to do: Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest

C a r d i a c  a r r e s t  i s 
reversible in most victims if  
it's treated within a few 
minutes. First, call for 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l 
ser vices.  Then get  an 
a u t o m a t e d  e x t e r n a l 

Blood tests can be used 
to look for signs of  a heart 
attack.  They can also 
measure potassium and 
magnesium levels.

Chest X-ray can look 
for other signs of  disease in 
the heart.

T r e a t i n g  C a r d i a c 
Arrest

C a r d i o p u l m o n a r y 
resuscitation (CPR) is one 
f o r m  o f  e m e r g e n c y 
treatment for cardiac arrest. 
Defibrillation is another. 
These treatments get your 
heart beating again once it 
has stopped.

If  you survive a cardiac 
arrest, your doctor may 
start you on one or more 
treatments to reduce the 
risk of  another attack. 

Medication can lower 
high blood pressure and 
cholesterol.

Surgery can repair 
damaged blood vessels or 
heart valves. It can also 
bypass or remove blockages 
in the arteries.

Exercise may improve 
cardiovascular fitness.

Discomfort or pain 
be tween the  shoulder 
blades 

R e c u r r i n g  c h e s t 
discomfort 

Sense of  impending 
doom 

W h a t  i s  c a r d i a c 
arrest?

Sudden cardiac arrest 
occurs suddenly and often 
without warning. It is 
triggered by an electrical 
malfunction in the heart 
that causes an irregular 
heartbeat (arrhythmia). 
With its pumping action 
disrupted, the heart cannot 
pump blood to the brain, 
lungs and other organs. 
Seconds later, a person 
loses consciousness and has 
no pulse. Death occurs 
within minutes if  the victim 
does not receive treatment. 

Cardiac arrest is a 
serious heart condition. 
The word arrest means to 
stop or bring to a halt. In 
cardiac arrest, the heart 
ceases to beat. It's also 
known as sudden cardiac 
death.

Yo u r  h e a r t b e a t  i s 
controlled by electrical 
impulses.  When these 
impulses change pattern, 
the heartbeat becomes 
i r r e g u l a r .  S o m e 
ar rhythmias  are  s low, 
others are rapid. Cardiac 
arrest occurs when the 
rhythm of  the heart stops.

Cardiac arrest is an 
extremely serious health 
issue. The condition can 
cause death or disability. If  
you or someone you're with 
is experiencing symptoms 
of  cardiac arrest, seek 
e m e r g e n c y  h e a l t h 
assistance immediately. It 
can be fatal. Immediate 
response and treatment can 
save a life.

These two dist inct 
heart conditions are linked. 
Sudden cardiac arrest can 
occur after a heart attack, or 
during recovery.  Heart 
attacks increase the risk for 
sudden cardiac arrest. Most 
heart attacks do not lead to 
sudden cardiac arrest. But 
when sudden cardiac arrest 
occurs, heart attack is a 
common cause. Other heart 
conditions may also disrupt 
the heart's rhythm and lead 
to sudden cardiac arrest. 
These include a thickened 
h e a r t  m u s c l e 
(cardiomyopathy), heart 
f a i l u r e,  a r r hy t h m i a s, 

def ibr i l la tor  i f  one is 
available and use it as soon 
as it arrives. Begin CPR 
immediately and continue 
u n t i l  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l 
services arrive. 

Diagnosing Cardiac 
Arrest

During a cardiac event 
that causes your heart to 
stop beating efficiently, it's 
v i ta l  to  seek  medica l 
attention immediately. 
Medical treatment will 
focus on getting blood 
flowing back to your body. 
Your doctor will most likely 
perform a test called an 
e l e c t r o c a r d i o g r a m  t o 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  t y p e  o f  
abnormal rhythm your 
heart is experiencing. To 
treat the condition, your 
doctor will likely use a 
defibrillator to shock your 
heart. An electric shock can 
often return the heart to a 
normal rhythm. 

Other tests can also be 
u s e d  a f t e r  y o u  h av e 
experienced a cardiac 
event:

Dietary changes can 
help you lower cholesterol.

Long-Term Outlook 
of Cardiac Arrest

Cardiac arrest can be 
fatal. However, prompt 
treatment increases your 
odds of  survival. Treatment 
is most effective within a 
few minutes of  the arrest.

I f  y o u  h a v e 
experienced cardiac arrest, 
it's important to understand 
the cause. Your long-term 
outlook will depend on the 
reason you experienced 
cardiac arrest. Your doctor 
can talk to you about 
treatment options to help 
protect your heart and 
prevent cardiac arrest from 
happening again. 

The importance of  
knowing the difference is to 
know what to do when any 
of  these occurs. We do not 
want to lose a family 
member or a friend due lack 
of  knowledge. When such 
issues occurs we will know 
what to do and know how 
to act around it.

By Glory Ugochukwu

Difference between a cardiac arrest and a heart attack
…Warning signs
…What to do when problem occurs



i r s t  w i f e  h a s Fsecond thoughts on 
polygamy

D e a r  O m a :  M y 
husband and I are in our 
40s. Last year, we decided 
to make a very big change 
in our lives. We decided to 
seek out a second wife 
( s i s t e r  w i f e )  f o r  my 
husband. I was completely 
on board with it at first. He 
reached out to a woman he 
knew years ago and asked 
if  she would consider 
j o i n i n g  o u r  f a m i l y. 
However, I started getting 
this feeling that she wasn't 
the right woman to bring 
in to  our  f ami ly.  She 
ignored many of  my in-
depth questions about why 
she wanted to live this type 
of  life.

I have expressed to my 
husband that I no longer 
want her in my life and it 
has reached the point that I 
no longer want to live a 
plural lifestyle. I felt bad 
that I 'm the one who 
changed my mind, so I 
agreed to allow them to 
continue a relationship as 
long as they keep me out of  
it, and he keeps her out of  
my home and my life.

I don't understand how 
he can continue living this 
way, living two separate 
lives and be OK with it. 
We've been together more 
than 20 years and I don't 
want to leave, but how can 
I continue loving a man 
with my whole heart and 
soul when he only loves me 
with part of  his?

Advice: Relationships 
such as you describe can 
work out when all three of  
the parties involved feel 
they are equally valued. 
Some women tolerate their 
husband having someone 
"on the side" because they 
d e r i ve  s o m e  b e n e f i t 
beyond the emotional 
connection one associates 
with marriage. That said, 
in the final analysis, the 
only person who can 
answer the question you're 
asking me is you.

My lover is a liar
Dear Oma: I have been 

in a relationship for almost 
three years now. We met 
when I was 21 and he was 
24. He was my first serious 
boyfriend and my only real 
boyfriend ever as an adult. 
I immediately moved in 
with him after starting 
university, which was 
about five months into our 
relationship During these 
three years, there have 
been multiple incidents of  
infidelity from both of  us. 

debating if  we should even 
b e  i n  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
anymore, considering his 
attachment to this ex. I am 
only 24 and have been 
thinking about re-entering 
the dating world following 
the past two years. What 
should I do?

Advice: I am sorry for 
your ex-boyfriend's uncle's 
p a s s i n g  a n d  t h e 
miscarriage. Both are 
really sad. And while it is 
understandable to want to 
be  suppor t ive  o f  h i s 
feelings, the best way you 
can do that is by wishing 
him well and sending him 
warm, loving thoughts. 
And that is as far as it 
should go.

You are young and 
have your entire life ahead 
of  you. Don't waste your 
love on someone who has 
cheated on and lied to you 
not just once, but multiple 
times. You deserve better. 
Good luck in the dating 
world, and I hope you find 
a partner who is honest, 
f a i t h f u l ,  k i n d  a n d 
communicative with you. 
They're out there.

Success fu l  ca ree r 
comes at a cost

Dear Oma: I am a 
woman in her late 30s and 
have been working at my 
current career for the past 
five years. It is a very 
demanding, high-paced, 
glamorous environment -- 
t h i n k 
entertainment/fashion 
industry. I am in charge of  
managing a medium-size 
g roup of  people  into 
getting their deadlines in 

to see if  I can make a fresh 
start?

A d v i c e  d e a r 
workaholic: First off, 
cong ra tu la t ions  on  a 
successful career. It makes 
sense that you feel this way. 
Our work lives and our 
personal lives are two 
pillars of  our happiness. 
Without both, we are out 
of  balance.

I f  y o u  a r e  s t i l l 
passionate about your job, 
w h y  n o t  t a l k  t o 
m a n a g e m e n t  a b o u t 
creating boundaries for a 
better work-life balance? 
Many companies  a re 
allowing for remote work 
or increased benefits in the 
post-COVID world.

Itching for Intimacy
D e a r  O m a :  I  a m 

having a real hard time 
right now. My husband of  
only five years and I got 
married quite quickly after 
we met. Before this, I was 
with a man for over 10 
years. He is the father of  
my children. I was very 
u n h a p p y  i n  t h a t 
relationship, and when I 
met my now husband, an 
affair started very quickly, 
and we were married 
within  a  year  of  our 
meeting. I never had the 
urge to marry my ex.

I  a m  3 8 ,  a n d  my 
husband is more than 10 
years older than me. The 
problem is that shortly 
after we got married, he 
couldn't perform anymore, 
and it has been five years of  
no sexual intercourse.

We even sought help 
from a doctor. I have 

These past one year seem 
to be especially terrible in 
regards to cheating and 
lying to each other. During 
a  b reak  in  2021 ,  my 
boyfriend told me he was 
potentially expecting a 
baby with an ex he had 
s l e p t  w i t h ,  y o u  c a n 
imagine how surprised I 
was to hear this news.

The baby was born in 
September 2021, and he 
eventually told me it was 
not his child. I'm not sure 
how he knows this because 
h e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n 
anywhere near a DNA test. 
Anyway, he swore he 
wouldn't talk to her again 
and that they were not in 
contact anymore.

About three months 
ago, I woke up from a nap, 
and he was standing at the 
e n d  o f  t h e  b e d .  H e 
informed me that the ex 
was pregnant again and 
once again he might be the 
father. I rolled out of  bed, 
put my shoes on and went 
to my mom's without 
saying one word to him.

Yesterday, when I was 
sleeping, he sent me a text 
message to inform me that 
he had lost his uncle due to 
a long-term illness and that 
h i s  e x  s u f f e r e d  a 
miscarriage. He says he is 
extremely saddened by 
this. I have noticed an 
extreme change in his 
b e h a v i o u r  s i n c e  h e 
received the news about 
the baby.

I honestly do not feel 
a n y  e m p a t hy  f o r  h i s 
situation, but I still want to 
be  suppor t ive  o f  h i s 
feelings, considering his 
uncle's passing. Now I'm 

on time.
For the first three or 

four years, I really loved 
my job, and while the 
hours can be sometimes 
crazy, I was still enjoying 
the ride.

H oweve r,  a s  w i t h 
many people, the last two 
years have been extremely 
stressful mentally and 
physically. In 2020, many 
of  my co-workers were laid 
off. I was one of  the "lucky 
ones" who still had their 
job. Unfortunately, this has 
led to me doing the work of  
two to three people, with 
barely any balance outside 
of  work.

I don't know if  I am 
just burnt out or if  I want 
something more out of  life. 
I barely have any time to 
s e e  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  my 
romantic life has taken a 
major hit because of  all the 
extra hours I had to do, 
which resulted in my 
partner leaving me.

My sister told me I 
should look into working 
in administration at a 
university registrar's office 
or something along those 
lines, where most people 
are actually out of  the 
office by 5/5:30 p.m. and 
not still working at 9 p.m. 
on a Friday.

However, I really do 
not even know where to 
begin or if  my skills are 
transferable. Part of  me 
feels like any chance I had 
to get out has slipped past 
me, and I am so worried 
about starting all the way 
at the bottom at this stage 
in my life. Would you have 
any recommendations on 
how/where I should look 

spoken to him about this 
and how it makes me feel, 
and nothing seems to 
change. I don't know what 
else to do. I have put on 
weight and don't look the 
same as I did when we 
married. I use food as a 
c r u t c h  b e c a u s e  I ' m 
depressed, but so does he.

I need help. I know sex 
is not the only important 
thing in a marriage, but to 
me it's huge. To feel wanted 
and needed by my partner 
is a must. It's such a big 
deal that there are days 
when I just want to pack 
things up and never return.

Please help me, as I'm 
lost on what to do. 

Advice:  Ahead of  
everything else, you have 
to get treatment for your 
depression. Contact a 
therapist or life coach to 
help you get back to feeling 
like yourself. Once you do 
something for yourself, 
and not anyone else, you 
can gain some perspective 
on your marriage.

Your husband's lack of  
intimacy is hurtful, and it is 
understandable that you 
are upset and sad. After 
you start to feel better 
about yourself, I would 
s u g g e s t  m a r r i a g e 
counselling to address this 
subject. He clearly has a 
problem with marriage 
itself. Having an affair, he 
could perform, but after he 
was married, he went from 
being a stud to a dud.

F o r  f e e d b a c k ; 
08102579656 (WhatsApp 
only).
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U.S. defends weapons aid to Ukraine
as ‘numbers clearly favour the Russians’ 
G

en. Mark A. Mil-
ley, chairman of  the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of  
Staff, defended ongo-

ing weapons and security aid to 
Ukraine as it struggles to fend off  
intense attacks from Moscow by 
saying that “the numbers clearly 
favor the Russians” in the war’s 
current state.

Ukraine has in recent weeks 
sent urgent pleas for more weap-
ons, as it has been outmanned 
and outgunned in defending its 
eastern Donbas region from Rus-
sia. Ukraine has lost ground in 
recent days, with Moscow fore-
cast to gain control of  the key city 
of  Severodonetsk in the Luhansk 
region of  Donbas in the coming 
weeks.

Milley, speaking to reporters 
on Wednesday from Brussels, 
said the United States was work-
ing to give “as much capability as 
fast as we can … to ensure that 
Ukraine can be successful on the 
battlefield.”

“Right now, the Severodonetsk, 
the city is probably three-quarters 
taken by Russian forces, but the 
Ukrainians are fighting them 
street by street, house by house, 
and it’s not a done deal,” he said, 
adding that “there are no inevita-
bilities in war.”

President Biden announced 
Wednesday that the United 
States would send Ukraine an 
additional $1 billion in defense 

assistance, including artillery, 
rocket systems, coastal defense 
weapons and ammunition. Ad-
ditional arms are to be provided 
from other nations, including 
three multiple-launch rocket sys-
tems from Germany, helicopters 
from Slovakia and additional ar-
tillery from Canada, Poland and 
the Netherlands.

The United States and its Eu-
ropean allies have gradually ex-
panded the weaponry they have 
provided Ukraine after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s Feb. 
24 invasion. But they continue to 
withhold certain systems, includ-
ing fighter jets, and have provid-
ed only limited numbers of  other 
arms for fear they might be used 
to attack deep into Russian terri-
tory.

Milley said that the United 
States has already sent Ukraine 
more than 6,500 Javelins and 
20,000 other anti-armor systems, 
among the nearly 97,000 antitank 
systems that he said have been 
provided to Ukraine by the in-
ternational community — “more 
antitank systems than there are 
tanks in the world.”

“We have on a number of  occa-
sions gone down line by line what 
they need that is relevant in this 
fight,” Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said of  the Ukrainians. 
“So we feel pretty confident that 
we’re working hard to give them 
what they think is relevant.” 

US weapons onwards to Ukraine as aide.

Australia raises emissions 
cutting target for 2030

A
ustralia, under a new La-
bor government, on Thurs-
day raised its 2030 target 

for cutting carbon emissions, bring-
ing the country more in line with 
other developed economies’ Paris 
climate accord commitments.

Australia, one of  the world’s 
highest per capita carbon emitters, 
pledged to the United Nations that 
it would cut carbon emissions by 
43% from 2005 levels by 2030, up 
from the previous conservative 
government’s target of  between 
26% and 28%.

“When I’ve spoken with interna-
tional leaders in the last few weeks, 
they have all welcomed Australia’s 
changed position,” Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said after noti-
fying the U.N.

Under the former government, 
Australia, the world’s top exporter 
of  coal and liquefied natural gas, 
had long been seen as a laggard 
in climate commitments, with no 
clear energy and climate policy to 
encourage renewable energy in-
vestments.

At the UN climate summit in 
Glasgow last year, former prime 
minister Scott Morrison was criti-
cised for failing to set a more am-
bitious emissions-cutting target 

while the United States, Canada, 
EU, Britain and Japan all sharply 
stepped up their pledges.

Canada is aiming for a reduction 
of  40% by 2030 from 2005 levels, 
while the United States has a target 
of  up to 52%.

“For years, the Australian gov-
ernment told the world that was 
all too hard,” Climate Change and 
Energy Minister Chris Bowen told 
reporters at a televised media con-
ference in Canberra.

“We send the message to the rest 
of  the world, to our friends and al-
lies, that we’re partners in tackling 
the climate emergency. We send 
the message to Australians that we 
seek to end the climate wars, as the 
Prime Minister said,” Bowen add-
ed.

The push to slash emissions more 
rapidly comes as the country is fac-
ing a major power crisis caused by 
planned and unplanned coal-fired 
generator outages, which have driv-
en up demand for gas-fired gener-
ation just as global gas prices have 
skyrocketed.

Bowen said the crisis highlight-
ed the need to speed up, not slow 
down, work on the regulations 
needed to encourage more invest-
ment in renewable energy. 

Foreign News  

Australian PM beckons on 
China to lift trade sanctions,
calls for talks

C
hina needs to lift its sanc-
tions on Australia to im-
prove relations, Australia’s 

prime minister said on Tuesday, 
as he welcomed as “a good thing” 
the first talks between ministers 
from the two countries in almost 
three years.

China is Australia’s largest 

trading partner and the biggest 
customer for its iron ore - its larg-
est export earner - but diplomatic 
relations have been strained in re-
cent years.

In imposing its sanctions, Chi-
na listed 14 grievances with Aus-
tralia ranging from its call for an 
international inquiry into the or-

igins of  the coronavi-
rus, a ban on China’s 
telecommunications 
giant Huawei build-
ing a 5G network, 
and screening foreign 
investment for na-
tional security risks.

“It is China that has 
imposed sanctions 
on Australia. They 
need to remove those 
sanctions in order to 
improve relations,” 
Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese told 
reporters in Brisbane.

Australia’s for-
mer government 
described China’s 
sanctions on its ag-
riculture and energy 
commodities as “eco-
nomic coercion”. 
Amid a years-long 

… Shifts focus to domestic woes after Quad trip
diplomatic freeze, Australian min-
isters have been unable to arrange 
calls with Chinese counterparts.

But Australia’s defence min-
ister, Richard Marles, met his 
Chinese counterpart, Wei Feng-
he, on the sidelines of  a security 
conference in Singapore on Sun-
day, with Marles describing their 
hour-long talk as an “important 
first step”.

Albanese said it was “a good 
thing” the ministers had met and 
noted the importance of  trade 
with China for Australia’s econ-
omy.

China’s foreign ministry said 
on Monday that Albanese had re-
sponded to a message of  congrat-
ulations from Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang on his election win last 
month, adding that it too wanted 
to see action for ties to improve.

“To improve China-Australia 
relations, there is no ‘auto-pilot’ 
mode. A reset requires concrete 
actions,” China’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin told a 
regular press briefing in Beijing. 
He did not elaborate on the action 
China wanted.

Albanese declined to elaborate 
on what he had said to Li.

“I responded appropriately,” he 
told reporters.

Morrison Scott, Australian PM.
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P r o m o t i o n s '  Yo u Tu b e 
channel.

“Because one, they don't 
know him; two, they don't 
know what he's got in his 
engine; and three, he's not a 
little Mexican who can go toe 
to toe with someone for 15 
rounds. If  he gets on Usyk 
from Round 1 and tries to 
push and be aggressive, he'll 
be gassed out after four 
rounds and get stopped in 
seven,” he stated.

He also revealed it will 
take a cool half  a £500m for 
him to return to professional 
boxing. 

The Gypsy King, 33, 
insisted he was hanging up 
his gloves after knocking out 
Dillian Whyte at Wembley in 
April. 

The WBC champ has 
left  fans baff led having 
retired, then saying he will 
return for a £200m bout with 
A n t h o n y  Jo s h u a ,  t h e n 

eavyweight boxing Hchampion, Tyson 
Fury, has predicted 

A n t h o n y  J o s h u a ' s 
heavyweight rematch with 
Oleksandr Usyk.

Joshua's rematch with 
Usyk is set to be staged at 
Jeddah SuperDome in 
Saudi Arabia later this year.

Usyk beat Joshua in 
front of  a sell-out crowd in 
London last September to 
claim the WBA, WBO, IBF 
and IBO belts.

But  Fur y  has  now 
suggested that Joshua will 
not beat Usyk if  his new 
coach, Robert Garcia, trains 
him for the fight.

“ U n l e s s  A n t h o n y 
Joshua gets his a** up to 
Morecambe and lets me 
train him for this fight, 
Robert Garcia and 10 men 
like him will not make him 
beat Usyk,” Fury said in an 
interview on Queensberry 

nter Milan are confident Ithey can complete a loan 
deal for Chelsea striker, 

Romelu Lukaku.
The clubs held further 

talks Wednesday over the 
makeup of  the deal.

One source has told Sky 
Sports News there is a €5m 
g a p  b e t we e n  t h e  € 1 0 m 
Chelsea want and the €5m 
Inter want to pay in a loan fee.

I n t e r  M i l a n  C h i e f  
executive Giuseppe Marotta 
says the club are in no rush 
over a potential return for 
Romelu Lukaku but remain 
keen on re-signing him this 
summer after an interview he 
g av e  S k y  i n  I t a l y  l a s t 
December

u p e r  E a g l e s  a n d 

SLorient forward,Terem 
Moffi, is still basking in 

t h e  e u p h o r i a  o f  g r e a t 
demolition  after scoring two 
goals against Sao Tome and 
Principe in a 2023 African 
Cup of  Nations qualifying 
game.

The Eagles walloped Sao 
Tome and Principe 10-0 at 
t h e  A d r a r  S t a d i u m  i n 
Morocco on Monday.

Jose Peseiro's side led 3-0 
at halftime with goals from 
Victor Osimhen, Moses 
Simon and Moffi.

In the second half  Moffi 
got on the score sheet again 
to complete his brace.

O g h e n e k a r o  E t e b o, 
Ademola Lookman and 
Emmanuel Dennis scored a 
goal each to complete the 
rout.

And ref lect ing after 
opening his goal account for 
the Eagles with the brace, 

M o f f i  w r o t e  o n 
Twitter:”Delighted to score 
my first and second goal(s) 
for @NGSuperEagles.”

The game against São 
Tomé and Principe was 
Moffi 's seventh for the 
Eagles.

He made 38 appearances 
in al l  competi t ions for 
Lorient in the 2021/22 
season scoring eight goals 
and provided four assists.

urkish giants, Besiktas Tare working on a deal 
to sign forward Henry 

Onyekuru on a permanent 
deal from Olympiacos.

Besiktas are in the market 
f o r  a  n ew  s t r i k e r  w i t h 
Canada's Cyle Larin set to 
join Premier League new 
boys, Nottingham Forest this 
summer.

Larin has rejected the 
offer of  a new deal from 

Besiktas and the club are 
prepared to let the striker 
move to England.

Onyekuru is looking to 
quit Olympiacos after a 
below-par campaign.

The Nigerian scored one 
goal in 27 league appearances 
for the Greek champions last 
season.

It is reported he is not in 
manager Pedro Martins' 
plans for the upcoming 
season.

ottingham Forest are 

Nclose to agreeing a 
deal to bring in Dean 

Henderson on loan from 
fellow Premier League side 
Man Utd,  according  to 

reports.
Henderson seemed on the 

verge of  replacing David de 
Gea as the new Red Devils 
number one at the end of  the 
2020/21 campaign but the 
Spaniard leapfrogged him at 
the start of  last season to 
regain his place as undisputed 

starter.
There has been lots of  

speculation that he could 
leave Old Trafford in the 
summer transfer window with 
Newcastle heavily linked to 
the former Sheffield United 
stopper.

Ten Hag's tough start 

among 10 interesting things 
we noticed about the Premier 
League fixtures

But it now seems that 
Nottingham Forest have won 
the race for his signature with 
S k y  S p o r t s  r e p o r t e r 
Dharmesh Sheth insisting 
that the newly-promoted side 
are 'close to agreeing deal to 
sign' Henderson, who only 
played three matches last 
season.

It will be a 'loan with 
option to buy for £20m' next 
summer and Man Utd will 
'pay portion of  wages next 
season' with Sheth adding 
that 'Forest showing big 
ambition – talks led by 
Miltiadis Marinakis, son of  
owner Evangelos.'

Chelsea paid Inter £97.5m 
to sign Lukaku last summer, 
but the Belgian scored just 
eight Premier League goals in 
26 outings.

In December, Lukaku told 
Sky in Italy he wanted to 
return to Inter one day. He 
said: “I really hope in the 
depths of  my heart to return to 
Inter, not at the end of  my 
career, but at a still good level 
to hopefully win more.”

Belgium manager Roberto 
Martinez believes Romelu 
Lukaku wants to enjoy his 
football next season after a 
difficult season with Chelsea

Last week, it was revealed 
Inter cannot afford to sign 
Lukaku – who scored 64 goals 

in 95 games and helped them 
to the Serie A title during his 
t ime at  the club – on a 
permanent deal.

Inter chief  executive, 
Giuseppe Marotta has said the 
club are in “no rush” over 
Lukaku's potential return but 
remain keen on re-signing him 
this summer.

Chelsea  are  press ing 
ahead with their summer 
recruitment plans now that the 
£4.25bn Todd Boehly-led 
consortium takeover of  the 
club has been completed.

The Blues have a verbal 
agreement already in place 
with Sevilla defender Jules 
Kounde, with the Spanish club 

preferring a quick deal as they 
aim to balance their books 
before June 30.

all these assumptions that I'm 
coming back, I've got these 
dates.

“I'm coming back for a 
f e w  e x h i b i t i o n  f i g h t s . 
P l a y t i m e ,  s h o w t i m e , 
entertainment. 

“I don't know who the 
exhibit ion is  against .  I 
thought it was against an old 
t i m e r  o r  T h e  Ro c k  o r 
someone so maybe it will 
generate £200m my end. 

“Even £200m doesn't 
even tempt me. I'd probably 
want half  a billion to come 
out of  retirement. 

“If  it's half  a billion I 
won't say no (to Joshua). 

“What he's got to do is 
come out with half  a billion 
and then the Gypsy King will 
solve  a l l  his  problems. 
Because if  AJ gets beat again 
by Usyk then there will be 
only one man to redeem this 
great nation of  the United 
Kingdom and he goes by the 
name of  Tyson Fury. 

“I can solve all  the 
p r o b l e m s ,  t h e 
embarrassment, all that stuff  
that's going to happen – one 
call, but it's going to cost 
£500m.” 

making a U-turn on that to 
suggest he would only be 
interested in exhibition 
events. 

He has now claimed he 
would take on his fellow Brit 
– for the audacious sum of  
£500m.

He revealed the figure in 
a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h 
talkSPORT after initially 
raising hopes of  a Battle of  
Britain bout when speaking 
t o  F r a n k  W a r r e n ' s 
Queensbury Promotions on 
Tuesday. 

In a confusing series of  
apparent U-turns,  Fury 
appeared on Good Morning 
Britain today to state he IS 
retired and will only enter the 
ring for “Hollywood style 
entertainment”. 

A n d  h e  h a s  n o w 
muddied the waters further, 
telling talkSPORT, “I'm 100 
per cent retired. Nothing's 
changed. Everyone's making 

Anthony Joshua vs Oleksandr Usyk:
Tyson Fury predicts heavyweight rematch
…Says he will only come out of  retirement for £500m

Inter Milan confident of securing Lukaku on loan

Demolition of  Sao Tome:
Terem Moffi still jubilating
for scoring

Besiktas line up bid for
Onyekuru

Nottingham Forest closing in £20m Dean Henderson

Fury, Joshua, Usyk

Moffi

Onyekuru

Henderson

Lukaku
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ky Sports News has 

Sbeen told dialogue is 
“still open” with Paris 

Saint Germain and it 's 
e x p e c t e d  P o g b a  w i l l 
announce his final decision 
in the coming days. The 
France international has 
been free to negotiate with 
clubs over his next move 
since January.

M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
confirmed earlier this month 
Pogba would be leaving the 
club at the end of  his contract 
this summer. The move to 
Juventus would mark a 
return to a club where Pogba 
spent four years with before 
rejoining United in 2016. anchester City are Mi n t e r e s t e d  i n 

signing Brighton's 
Spain left wing-back, Marc 
Cucurella.

The 23-year-old enjoyed 
a hugely successful first 
s eason  in  the  Premie r 
League after joining from 
Getafe in a deal worth 
around £15 million last 
summer.

Champions City are 
looking to strengthen in 
other areas after the arrival 
of  Erling Haaland from 
Borussia Dortmund.

Brighton do not want to 
let the Spaniard depart and it 
would take a huge offer for 
them to sell Cucurella, who 
has four years remaining on 
his contract at the Amex.A

rsenal are yet to 
bid for Leicester 
City midfielder 

Youri Tielemans.
That is according to 

The Athletic, who stated 
that the Belgian may yet 
stay with the Foxes this 
summer.

Tielemans is eager 
to leave for a club that 
plays in a European 
competition. 

ormer Eredivisie Fc h a m p i o n s , 
Fe ye n o o r d  h ave 

named Super Eagles striker, 
Cyriel Dessers, as their best 
player for the month of  
May.

frica Cup of  Nations 

Aqualifiers concluded 
on Monday, with 

Nigeria's 10-0 victory over 
Sao Tome and Principe being 
among the hottest topics as 
the road to Côte d'Ivoire set 
up in high gear.

The Super Eagles of  

Nigeria broke a record of  the 
biggest win in qualification 
matches, a feat that dates 
back to 1959 when they beat 
t h e  D a h o m e y  t e a m , 
currently Bénin, 10-1.

With this victory adding 
on to their opening day 2-1 
victory against Sierra Leone, 

Nigeria is one of  the teams 
which have managed a 100pc 
start to the qualifiers.

Among other  teams 

which have breezed through 

scar-less in the first two 

rounds of  matches  are 

Burkina Faso, Algeria, Mali, 

Morocco  and  re ign ing 

African champions Senegal.

D e s s e r s  c a p p e d  a 
b r i l l i a n t  s e a s o n  w i t h 
Feyenoord with three goals 
in May, to take his goal tally 
to 20 for the Castle Lords. 
The Super Eagles striker hit 
t w o  l a t e  g o a l s  i n 

Feyenoord's comeback 
against PSV Eindhoven and 
scored the consolation for 
his side in their 2-1 loss to 
Twente.

F o l l o w i n g  h i s 
performance, the former 

Utrecht man has been 
named the Castle Lords 
May player of  the month.

The award does not just 
ensure that he clinched the 
last two Player of  the month 
awards for last season. It is 
also his fifth personal award 
of  the 2021/22 season, after 
winning the player of  the 
month and goal of  the 
m o n t h  a w a r d s  l a s t 
November.

However, even with all 
the accolades that the 
Nige r ia  in t e r na t iona l 
s c o o p e d  l a s t  s e a s o n , 
Feyenoord still refused to 
sign him permanently, as 
t h e y  f e l t  G e n k ' s 
€4.5million-valuation of  
the striker was too high.

Arsenal have a keen 
interest in Tielemans and 
want  a  midf ie lder  for 
manager, Mikel Arteta this 
summer.

However, no formal or 
informal bid has arrived at 
Leicester at present.

The Gunners are also 
b e i n g  l i n k e d  w i t h 
Por tuguese midfielder, 
Vitinha.

Recall the highs and lows 
o f  P a u l  P o g b a ' s  s i x 
p o l a r i s i n g  s e a s o n s  a t 
Manchester United.

As he closes on his 30s, 
Pogba is aware this could be 
the last big move of  his 
career and wants to take his 
time to ensure he makes the 
right decision.

Manchester City also 
made a stunning bid to sign 
Pogba from bitter rivals 
United, with Pep Guardiola 
meeting the midfielder and 
the club drafting a lucrative 
contract to demonstrate their 
desire to sign him.

But while the World Cup 
winner did consider City's 

o f f e r ,  h e  f e l t  t h e 
accompanying noise and 
hate would not be worth it.

It is the summer of  2016. 
Jo s e  M o u r i n h o  i s  t h e 
Manchester United manager 
and the club has just broken 
the world transfer record. A 
Frenchman has returned to 
Old Trafford for unfinished 
business.

“This is the right club for 
me to achieve everything I 
hope to in the game,” Paul 
Pogba said after completing 
his £89m move back to 
United from Juventus.

“He has the chance to be 
at the heart of  this club for 
t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  a n d 

beyond,” Mourinho added.
It was a deal that caused 

a  soc ia l  media  f renzy. 
Emerging from the shadows 
with a red devil marked into 
h i s  h a i r ,  P o g b a ' s 
announcement video was 
followed by a sponsored 
m u s i c  c l i p  f e a t u r i n g 
Stormzy. The hype over 
#POGBACK had begun.

It was supposed to be the 
start of  something special. A 
new era for a club still 
struggling to find its feet after 
the retirement of  Sir Alex 
Ferguson three years earlier.

But Pogba has been 
unable to inspire United to 
former glories. The 2017 
League Cup and Europa 
League are the only trophies 
of  his six-season spell.

Finland
14:00 Haka – Mariehamn—1X
14:00 Honka – KuPS—X2
16:00 HJK - AC Oulu—1 
16:00 Ilves – Lahti—X2
19:00 PK-35 – JaPS—X2

Ireland
20:30 Longford - Cork City—X2

Iraq
17:00 Naft Missan – Erbil—X

Egypt

20:00 Al Ahly – Zamalek—1X

NPFL
17:00 Abia Warriors - Kano Pillars—1X
17:00 Dakkada FC - Akwa United—1X
17:00 Enugu Rangers - Rivers 
United—un3.5 
17:00 Heartland - Katsina Utd—1X 
17:00 MFM FC – Enyimba—2 
17:00 Niger Tornadoes – 
Nasarawa—X2 
17:00 Plateau United – Gombe—1X
17:00 Remo Stars - Lobi Stars—un3.5

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Juve finalizing four-year Pogba deal

Man City interested in
Brighton's Cucurella

Leicester yet to receive first Arsenal offer for
Tielemans

Dessers wins fifth personal award at Feyenoord

CAF celebrates Nigeria's record outing
against Sao Tome

Pogba

Cucurella

Dessers

Tielemans


