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News

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Executive Chair-
man of  Imo State 
Universal Basic Edu-

cation Board (IMSUBEB), 
Her Excellency, Lady Dr. 
Ada Okwuonu, says the 
Universal Basic Education 
(UBEC) uses the statistics 
generated from the Nation-
al Personnel Audit (NPA) 
exercise to distribute learn-
ing materials to schools 
across the 36 states of  the 
federation including Abu-
ja, stating that Imo ranks 
among states with highest 
data in the 2018 exercise.

She disclosed this while 
presenting an address dur-
ing the official Flagg Off  of  
the 2022 National Person-
nel Audit (NPA) of  all ba-

UBEC uses NPA statistics in distributing
learning materials to schools - IMSUBEB chairman

sic institutions in the coun-
try, held at SUBEB Hall, 
IMSUBEB Headquarters, 
Port Harcourt Road, Ow-
erri, on Tuesday.

Hence, she called on all 
schools in Imo State both 
public, private, faith- based, 
registered and unregistered 
to endeavor to get captured 
in the exercise in the best 
interest of  the state, add-
ing that “it will therefore 
be impressive if  everybody 
in Imo helps in making the 
exercise to be successful”.

The former Deputy Gov-
ernor of  Imo State who 
noted that “the National 
Personnel Audit which 
UBEC carries out with the 
36 states and FCT every 
four years is mainly used 
to obtain data used in Ba-

sic Education Planning in 
the country”, reminded the 
“Basic Education Stake-
holders also that UBEC 
uses the statistics generated 
from the NPA exercise in 
the distribution of  learning 
materials to states”.

Praying to God to make 
the exercise a success so 
that government shares 
more relevant learning 
materials to the state to en-
hance teaching and learn-
ing among teachers and 
pupils for a better society, 
Okwuonu thanked Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma for 
showing great interest in 
the Basic Education sub- 
sector of  the state, remak-
ing that in the “last three 
years, Uzodimma has sup-
ported the training of  4,000 

staff  of  the Basic Educa-
tion System. Indeed, the 
Basic Education sub-sector 
of  the state is in his heart. 
We thank him immense-
ly”. 

She also thanked the 
Commissioner of  Educa-
tion, Prof. Sylvester Oko-
rondu, for all his good ini-
tiatives which she reiterated 
are geared at improving the 
state’s education sector.

Flagging Off  the exer-
cise, the Commissioner of  
Education, Prof. Sylvester 
Okorondu, explained that 
“from records available, 
more than 3,600 Basic In-
stitutions will be visited in 
Imo State for this exercise. It 
is important to note that all 
public, private, faith- based, 
registered and unregistered 
schools in Imo State shall 
be visited during the NPA 
exercise in the state which 

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

O
fficial information 
available to News 
Echo has it that two 

men died on Wednesday 
in an early morning fire 
outbreak at Chibyno filling 
station along Alaoji axis of  
Aba-Ikot-Ekpene Highway 
in Obingwa Local Govern-
ment Area of  Abia. 

News Echo got the official 
information after it spoke 
with the Aba Zonal Com-
mander of  the Abia State 
Fire Service, Mr Belenta 
Belenta who confirmed the 
incident on Wednesday in 
Aba. Speaking at the scene, 
Belenta said that he sus-
pected that the victims were 
involved in illegal oil bun-
kering which might have 
informed the discharging of  
petroleum products at the 
station at the wee hours of  
the day. He said that over 
five trucks were consumed 
by the fire outbreak which 

was caused by an explosion 
at the site of  the incident. Be-
lenta said his men were in-
formed of  the fire incident in 
the early hours of  Wednes-
day prompting their move 
to the scene where they em-
ployed all tactics they know 
to quench the fire. The Fire 
Service Commander also 
said that the police had vis-
ited the scene to take the 
corpse of  one of  the victims 
of  the accident who died 
immediately at the scene to 
the mortuary. Belenta said 
that at the time of  speaking 
with our Correspondent, the 
other victim who was rushed 
to the hospital had been re-
ported dead also. Mr Nnam-
di Ike, an eyewitness, said 
he lived in the area and was 
awakened by calls around 5: 
00 am to come to the scene 
of  the fire outbreak.

According to him, “Very 
early this morning around 5 
am, some persons called me 
to tell me that there is a fire 

outbreak at a nearby filling 
station called Chibyno Fill-
ing Station at the Ikot-Ek-
pene/ Alaoji road.

“We called firefighters 
who came to the scene 
which had snowballed 
into a very big inferno that 
covered the whole filling 
station. “The filling station 
had four trucks which were 
discharging fuel in the fill-
ing station at the same time. 
“We learnt that there was 
a little spark from the gen-
erating set they were using 
to pump the fuel into their 
tank which resulted in an 
explosion”, he narrated. 

Ike said one person died 
at the scene of  the fire inci-
dent on Wednesday morn-
ing while another badly 
burnt victim was rushed to 
the hospital.  The Public Re-
lations Officer of  Abia State 
Command of  the Nigerian 
Police, SP Geoffrey Og-
bonna failed to answer calls 
placed on his mobile line.

Insecurity: Enugu govt bans Okada, 
Keke in 2 LGAs
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

F
ollowing the recent 
upsurge in the ac-
tivities of  unknown 

gunmen in Igboeze North 
and Igboeze South Lo-
cal Government Areas of  
Enugu State, the use of  
Okada and Keke have been 
restricted between 6pm to 
6am daily. The restriction, 
it was learnt was sequel 
to a security meeting in 
which leaders of  the Keke 
and Okada unions agreed 
that it should be imposed 
for the meantime. The 
Tricycle (Keke) and Mo-
torcycle (Okada) Riders 
Associations in Igbo-Eze 
North and Igbo-Eze South 

Local Government Areas 
resolved to stop operation 
within the stipulated time.

In a statement signed by 
their leaders the unions di-
rected that their members 
should desist from oper-
ating in the two council 
areas from 6pm to 6am, 
daily. They also directed all 
Keke and Okada operators 
to withdraw their servic-
es in Aguibeje and Iyionu 
communities in Igbo-Eze 
North LGA with effect 
from June 7, 2022, till fur-
ther notice. The statement 
also requested security 
agencies in the state to en-
force the resolutions to the 
letter. Recall that two po-
licemen were recently shot 
dead in a deadly attack in 

starts from 7th June, 2022. I 
want to use this opportunity 
to call on all Junior School 
Principals, Head Teachers 
and Proprietors of  all Ba-
sic Institutions in Imo State 
to ensure that their schools 
participate in this important 
exercise which is in the in-
terest of  the children in Ni-
geria”.

Stating that the expecta-
tion of  the exercise was the 
collection of  valid numeri-
cal data of  pupils in schools 
in the state which will be 
relied on in terms of  distri-
bution of  learning materi-
als to states by government, 
Director of  UBEC and 
Secondary Education De-
partment and Board Mem-
ber, representing Ministry 
of  Education in IMSUB-
EB, Owerri, Lady Dorothy 
Mirikwe, hinted that the 
technical officers are se-

lected based on their ICT 
knowledge and compliance.

With the representative 
of  UBEC Executive Secre-
tary, Abuja, Ezinne Helen 
Ego Okoro (Director, in 
charge of  FCT UBEC Of-
fice) and Director of  Plan-
ning, Research and Statis-
tics, IMSUBEB and State 
Implementation Commit-
tee Chairman, Comrade 
Damian Amadi, stressing 
that UBEC has a mandate 
in line with its Act for a 
Compulsory Four Years 
National Personnel Audit, 
emphasising that the exer-
cise was aimed at knowing 
the numerical strength of  
learners in every state, urg-
ing government to continue 
to do necessary things with 
a view to improving and en-
hancing teaching and learn-
ing among teachers and pu-
pils in the country.

the area.
Meanwhile, the State 

Government on June 7, 
2022, held an emergen-
cy security meeting at the 
Government House, Enu-
gu, to review the security 
situation in the State.

According to a state-
ment by the Secretary to 
the State Government, 
Prof. Simon Uchenna Or-
tuanya, the meeting, which 
was chaired by Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  Enu-
gu State, was attended 
by the Deputy Governor, 
Hon. Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo, 
the Speaker, Enugu State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Edward Ubosi and all 
the heads of  security agen-
cies in the state.

Anambra govt asks communities to 
sensitize members on proper waste disposal, 
environmental protection
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has ordered 
communities to in-

form appropriate authori-
ties of  refuse dump sites in 
their areas for onward evac-
uation. The Commissioner 
for Environment, Engineer 
Felix Odimegwu gave the 
directive while interacting 
with members of  Anambra 
State Association of  Town 
Unions, ASATU, in Awka.

It was gathered that the 
Commissioner, who de-

scribed health as wealth, 
enjoined Presidents General 
of  communities in the state 
to sensitize their people on 
the need to maintain clean, 
healthy environment and 
understand proper waste 
disposal methods.

He disclosed that the pol-
icy is in line with Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo’s clean 
and green philosophy call-
ing on Ndi Anambra to take 
ownership of  their environ-
ment. The Commission-
er added that sustainable 
measures have also been put 
in place for proper wastes 

disposal and collection, and 
warned against dumping of  
refuse on unauthorized plac-
es such as drains, canals and 
on the roads.

Speaking on behalf  of  
the Presidents General, the 
National President of  ASA-
TU, Barrister Titus Akpu-
do, commended Professor 
Soludo and Anambra State 
Ministry of  Environment 
for their combined vision 
to build a clean and healthy 
Anambra environment, and 
assured that the message 
would be taken down to their 
respective communities.

APC Presidential Primary:
Umahi congratulates Tinubu on victory
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has congratu-

lated Senator Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu on his overwhelm-
ing victory in the just con-
cluded APC presidential 
primary election.

Umahi who was also a 
contestant in a statement 
he personally signed as-
sured that Ebonyi APC will 
support Tinubu, and all the 
candidates of  the party in 

the 2023 general elections. 
The statement reads: “I 

heartily congratulate the 
presidential candidate of  
our party, the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, Asi-
waju Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
on your overwhelming vic-
tory in the just concluded 
presidential primary elec-
tion”.

“Let me assure you that 
the Ebonyi State chapter of  
All Progressives Congress, 
and I will support you, and 

all the candidates of  our 
party in the 2023 general 
elections”. 

“Let me equally com-
mend all aspirants and the 
APC National Working 
Committee for the smooth 
conduct of  a fair presiden-
tial primary election”. 

“I encourage the leaders 
and members of  our party 
to come together to support 
the party for a victorious 
journey in the 2023 elec-
tion”, he stated.



2023: South East PDP tips Okey Aroh 
as Atiku’s running mate

News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

A 
rights group, Inter-
national Society for 
Civil Liberties and 

Rule of  Law (Intersociety) 
has accused officials of  the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) of 
charging electorates in An-
ambra State, to register them 
in the Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR) exercise 
for Permanent Voter Cards 
(PVC).

The group said this in a 
statement signed and circu-
lated by its board of  trustees 
chairman, Emeka Umeag-
balasi and three others, in 
Awka, on Wednesday.

It alleged that INEC offi-
cials were charging between 
N2, 000- N5, 000 from each 
registrant.

In the press statement ti-
tled: “INEC, Others Must 
Avoid Pushing Nigeria’s Rev-
olutionary Voters Into ‘Street 
Revolution’’ the group said 
INEC was playing pranks 
with voters’ registration in 

Igbo and Christian areas and 
forcing massive disenfran-
chisement of  the people.

Part of  the statement read: 
“The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and other critical 
stakeholders in Nigeria’s 
present electoral process 
must avoid pushing tens of 
millions of  impoverished, 
disenchanted, suppressed 
and frustrated Nigerian 
youths and eligible voters 
into moving from ‘ballot rev-
olution’ to ‘street revolution’ 
in the forthcoming 2023 
General Elections.

“INEC and other critical 
stakeholders including lead-
ing political players and their 
parties must therefore come 
clean by doing the needful so 
as to avoid setting the coun-
try ablaze.

“Unlike in the past such as 
in 2011 and 2019 when some 
leading northern political 
players hid under radical reli-
gion(s) to organize and spon-
sor post-election mayhems 
targeted majorly at members 
of  the Igbo ethnic nationality 

From Right:  PDP Isiala Mbano House of Assembly candidate; Hon Pius Omah, former Imo First Lady, Barr. Chioma Ohakim, PDP 
Senatorial Candidate for Imo North; Chief Emma Okewulonu (Ikeoha), the newly invested Knight; Sir Ugochukwu Ekezie, the PDP 
South-East ex- of�cio, Chief Sir Stanley Ekezie and Hon Chimex Onuoha, immediately after Knighthood investiture service by Rt. Rev. 
Godson Ukanwa of Isi Mbano Diocese at Cathederal Church of Christ, Ezihe, recently.

and their Trado-Judeo-Chris-
tian faith; INEC and other 
critical stakeholders in the 
country’s electoral process 
must inexcusably get it right 
this time around and in 2023 
to avoid the explosion of  
the post-election tsunami of  
unquenchable proportions 
across the country.”

Umeagbalasi alleged that 
through the conspiracy of  
INEC, millions of  eligible 
voters of  old Eastern Nige-
ria and Midwest residents in 
the North-Central States of  
Plateau, Benue, Niger, FCT, 
Kogi and Nasarawa; North-
east States of  Borno, Taraba, 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Gombe 

and Yobe; Northwest States 
of  Kaduna, Sokoto, Kano, 
Jigawa and Kebbi; and 
Southwest states of  Lagos 
and Ogun were denied and 
are still being denied demo-
graphic or registration and 
voting centre accessibility for 
them to be captured as voters 
and allowed to vote during 
elections.

The group said: “Checks 
from various registration cen-
tres across the country, espe-
cially in the Igbo South-East 
and South-South, as well as 
Igbo and Christian-held ar-
eas in the North and South-
West have continued to indi-
cate that the Commission is 
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at it again by playing pranks 
on the ongoing voters’ regis-
tration.

“In several places moni-
tored in Onitsha South, Onit-
sha North, Idemmili North, 
Ogbaru and Aguata in An-
ambra State, for instance, 
a price tag of  between N2, 
000 and N5,000 is addition-
ally imposed for getting to be 
registered. These are some 
of  the commission’s undoing 
in its ongoing electoral mid-
wifery capable of  pushing 
millions of  Nigerian youths/
revolutionary voters from 
‘Ballot Revolution’ to ‘Street 
Revolution.

“These, INEC must desist 

from continuing to do and 
must have them frontally re-
dressed and put to an end to 
before it is too late.”

Debunking the allegation, 
the Anambra State INEC 
Resident Electoral Commis-
sioner (REC), Dr Nkwa-
chukwu Orji said, the Con-
tinuous Voters Registration 
exercise was free of  charge, 
adding that the commission 
would be ready to work with 
the public to fish out and 
discipline any staff  of  the 
commission that engaged in 
extortion or any other form 
of  misconduct during the ex-
ercise.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
welve  days after the 
former Vice Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar 

emerged the Presidential can-
didate of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party PDP, Party stake-
holders in south east have 
tipped the National Ex- offi-
cio and member of  the party’s 
National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) Okey Muo Aroh 
for the running mate.

The National Coordinator 
of  South East Renaissance 
for Atiku Abubakar, Chief  
Ufere Nwankwo disclosed 
this shortly after a meeting in 
Awka Anambra State capital 
on Wednesday.

According to him, Atiku is 
disposed to picking his run-

ning mate from the South 
-East against the plot by 
some party members from 
the South-South to produce a 
running mate.

Nwankwo, stated that Ati-
ku  said  he was more com-
fortable and  at home with a 
South Eastener as a  running 
mate.

“We have been talking and 
meeting stakeholders of  the 
party in the geopolitical zone 
and most stakeholders such 
as Prince Arthur Ezeh, Chief  
Earned Obiejesi, as well as 
the likes of  Chief  Cletus 
Ibeto and the CEO of  Air 
Peace Air Line, Chief  Allen 
Onyema who would sure-
ly buy this because it would 
unlock the barrier of  Atiku 
Abubakar towards getting 
their supports in the coming 

general election” he said.
According to  Nwankwo 

,the stakeholders  have held 
three meetings in Ebonyi 
Imo and Enugu State and 
the name that ranked highest 
in the ladder was Bar Okey 
Muo Aroh because he is one 
one of  the foundating mem-
bers of  the PDP since 1999.

He also said that they have   
reached out to the Atiku 
Abubakar Campaign Organ-
ization   to contact him for 
necessary action.

According to him, by next 
week Okey Muo Aroh would 
be discussing with PDP 
Presidential candidate Ati-
ku Abubakar who has been 
in constant discussion with 
these major stakeholders in 
the zone  .

Nwankwo further dis-

Group accuses INEC in Anambra of
charging electorates for registration 

Residents raise alarm over 
incessant flood in Abakaliki
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he old and destitute in 
Ebonyi State has raised 
the alarm over inces-

sant flood in their residential 
headquarters at Alo Street, 
Abakaliki, the state capital. 
The destitute said the frequent 
flood they witness in the resi-
dential quarters has put them 
in danger. 

They alleged that the flood 
is caused by forceful takeover 
of  a portion of  their land in 
the quarters and the fenc-
ing by the state government 
which has prevented free flow 
of  water and called for con-
struction of  drainages in the 
area for proper water chan-
nelization. 

Chairman of  the old and 
destitute, John Lekpa dis-
closed this to the members 
of  Correspondent Chapel of 
the NUJ, Ebonyi State when 
they visited them and donat-
ed food items to them.

He lamented that the flood 
if  not controlled by ensuring 
the channelization of  water in 
the headquarters may render 
them homeless.

 “You are the voice of  the 
voiceless, we are having chal-

lenges in this home. If  you 
look around our premises, 
you will see that how bad it 
is because of  flood that has 
been disturbing us since the 
premises was blocked with 
fence by government that has 
taken over part the premises. 
Since the encroachment of 
our premises, there have been 
serious flood in our premises 
whenever it rains.

“The government just came 
and barricaded our premis-
es and it has been causing 
flood in our premises. We 
can’t sleep whenever it rains 
because everywhere is usual-
ly filled with water. We don’t 
know where to go to. 

Thank God you people 
are here and you are the only 
people we can run to and the 
world will hear our cry.  Help 
us and pass this information 
to the government, we are 
part of  this state, we are their 
children, we are their brothers 
and sisters. 

The old and destitute in this 
area need help. “If  this small 
portion of  the land is taking 
away from us by the govern-
ment because we don’t have 
money to develop it, where 
do we run to? Today, they 
want to take over our small 
portion of  land that we use 
for garden, the land has been 
barricaded and flood has con-
tinued to disturb us. I am beg-
ging you people to help us”, 
he said.

During the visit by the jour-
nalists, a female resident in 
the headquarters alleged that 
robbers have contained in-
vade the area in the night  to 
cart away food items that pub-
lic spirited individuals always 
donate to  them and called for 
security measures against the 
robbers.

closed  that the organization 
has commence the drive 
to raise funds for Atiku 
Abubakar’s ambition,noting  
that the sum of  N3 billion 
has already been realized in 
the name of  Bar Okey Muo 
Aroh to back up his support 
for Atiku Abubakar’s presi-
dential campaign.

He also disclosed that the 
next meeting for the project 
would be held in Abia state 
in a bid towards raising more 
funds.

When contacted, Bar Okey 
Muo Aroh confirmed that 
he has been approached by 
some top members of  the 
party on the position of  a 
running mate but noted that 
everything depends on the 
decision of  Atiku Abubakar’s 
interest.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, formerly known, addressed 

and referred to as Miss 
Anayo-Green Ezinne Anita 

wishes to be known, 
addressed and referred to as 

Mrs. Tom-James Fortune 
Ezinne Anita. All documents 

bearing my former name 
remain valid. Banks and the 
general public should please 

take note.
Signed:

Mrs. Tom-James Fortune 
Ezinne Anita
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Editorial

ducation is the panacea that liberates Ean individual from slavery, while the 
university is the brain box of a nation. 

The education sub-sector, especially tertiary 
institutions in Nigeria, has witnessed 
incessant closures due to avoidable industrial 
actions in recent times. The impact of this 
instability is a lot.

Tertiary institutions worldwide are 
regarded as citadels of learning, fountains of 
intellectual development and grounds for the 
production of leaders of tomorrow, and no 
matter what, a university progresses when it 
is able to provide knowledge and value, and 
when it is not properly managed by the 
administrators and staff, it then fails in its 
core functions.

Importantly, the role of universities in 
human capital development, research and 
technological innovation cannot be over-
emphasised. All over the world, investment 
in university education is a critical 
component of national development efforts. 
Most nations today depend increasingly on 
knowledge, ideas and skills, which are 
produced through research in universities.

Undeniably, universities have the 
responsibility of producing their own corps 
of  academic personnel,  that is,  the 
intellectual resource pool that will, through 
scientific research, generate new knowledge 
and innovation to solve developmental 
problems.

Yet, tertiary education in Nigeria has 
thus suffered tremendous setbacks as a result 
of industrial actions by the Academic Staff 
Union of Universities (ASUU), the Non-
Academic Staff  Union of  Universities 
(NASU) and the Academic Staff Union of 
Polytechnics (ASUP). These have always 
subjected the students to pitiable conditions, 
disrupting academic programmes, giving 
students undeserved extensions in their study 
years, led to poor students' concentration on 
academic programmes, and poor lecturer-
student relationships, among others.

ASUU, whose incessant industrial 
actions take a heavy toll on the academic 
performance of the students, has turned its 
strikes into a yearly action. The Union was 
formed in 1978, a successor to the Nigerian 
Association of University Teachers (NAUT) 
formed in 1965 and covering academic staff 
in the University of Ibadan; University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka; Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria; University of Ife (now, Obafemi 
Awolowo University); and University of 
Lagos.

The Federal Government's failure to 
“ s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ”  i m p l e m e n t  t h e 
Memorandum of Action (MoA) it signed 
with the Union in December 2020 on funding 
for the revitalisation of public universities 
(both federal and states), renegotiation of the 
2009 FGN/ASUU Agreement and the 
deployment of the University Transparency 
and Accountability Solution (UTAS), amidst 
other demands, pushed the Union to embark 
on a total and comprehensive four-week 
warning strike on February 14, after which 

the Union extended the industrial action by 
a n o t h e r  t wo  m o n t h s  t o  a f f o r d  t h e 
government more time to address all of its 
demands, with the recent one being extended 
by twelve weeks.

Although they have forced certain 
positive actions from government in the past, 
ASUU actions have caused more harm than 
good.  A  typ ica l  and  ver y  common 
consequence has been the loss of interest of 
students in continuing their academic 
programmes, has many of them would have 
been forced to seek jobs and other means of 
survival, and would be reluctant in leaving 
these preoccupations (particularly with the 
worsening of the economic situation in the 
country) when the strikes are called off. 
Some actually have no plan to return to the 
classrooms as the salaries they now receive 
are quite large and they are not even sure of 
getting such after school, if they have to let it 
go. The other downsides are more years to 
graduate, the toll on students' mental health, 
wastage of already paid campus and off-
campus accommodation rents, with the most 
dreaded being the tremendous rush in the 
academic calendar whenever schools resume.

S t r i k e s  h ave  n o t  o n l y  a f f e c t e d 
undergraduate students, they have also 
disrupted the plans of postgraduate students 
as well, many of  whom are currently 
await ing results  to  e i ther  push for 
promotions at work or to apply for fresh job 
opportunities.

Regardless of the ongoing strike, the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TET fund), 
in its efforts to boost infrastructure in the 
nation's tertiary institutions, recently 
commenced the disbursement of the direct 
intervention funds approved by the 
P r e s i d e n c y  t o  p u b l i c  u n ive r s i t i e s, 
polytechnics and Colleges of Education 
across the country.

The sum of  N642, 848,138.00 was 
al located to each university,  N396, 
780,086.00 to each polytechnic and N447, 
758,804.00 to each College of Education in 
the country for the year 2022.

The allocation papers were presented to 
heads of the beneficiary institutions at the 
National Universities Commission (NUC) 
by the executive secretary of the Fund, Arch 
Sonny Echono.

This development from the Fund at this 
time is highly commendable and it brings ray 
of hope in the education sector.

Obviously, TETFund under the present 
management does not want infrastructure to 
suffer, even as the strike lingers.

It is our position that even though the 
strike has been a major setback in the 
educational system as it has perpetually 
slowed down the already set academic 
calendar and has rendered students' effort to 
reconcile with their desired grades futile. We 
implore students to make use of this period to 
build themselves in their areas of interest, 
invest deeply in personal development, learn 
and nurture a skill and most importantly stay 
positive, be hopeful and stay out of trouble.

Still on ASUU strike:

Providing solutions
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T
he security of  lives 
and property of  the 
citizens is funda-
mental obligation 
of  the Govern-

ment. Anything short of  the 
maximum security of  the cit-
izens is a big minus from the 
virtues of  the government. 

The way people are killed 
in Nigeria nowadays is so un-
settling. In different gruesome 
ways, human beings are being 
killed on daily basis in the dif-
ferent parts of  this country as 
if  it is war time. Even the war-
times known to us have not 
claimed the number of  lives 
as it’s going on today, neither 
had there been destruction of  
properties like never before in 
the history of  any ‘peace time’ 
county.

The recent attack of  a church 
during worship somewhere in 
Ondo State is a serious terror. 
This sort of  violent criminali-
ty questions the co-existence 
of  the various ethno-religious 
groups that made up this 
country. 

It is unacceptable. Some-
thing must be done and so 
swiftly to avoid further reoc-
currence elsewhere, in any 
part of  the nation, especially, 
those ethic nationalities whose 
religion has been made vulner-
able to the violent incursion by 
the extremist terrorists.

In fact, that these vices are 
getting more rife each day with 
the approach of  the longed for 
general election of  the 2023, 
speaks volumes of  precarious 
and parlous state of  the na-
tional politics and economy. 
In these hard times, when peo-
ple recline helplessly on the 
munificence of  God, it’s scary 
that succour does not even ex-
ist in the hallowed places of  
worship.

It will be recalled severally, 
that, the consistent ululation 
of  the Christian association of  
Nigeria (CAN) against violent 
attacks on Christians cannot 
be addressed decisively. This 
is regrettable. Shall we resign 
to fate? No. Doing so, is to be 
crippled too fast. We cannot 
run to anywhere either, except 
to strive to defend ourselves, 
religion, and liberty. It is this 
serious.

Each time it happens, CAN 
will cry out to the deaf  ears 
of  the FGN, particularly this 
incumbent government of  the 
President Muhammadu Bu-

CAN to prioritize the security
of Christians 

hari (PMB). This is sheer con-
demnable.

Meanwhile, hitherto, the few 
pockets of  the local commu-
nities in the Northeast went 
volatile. The Boko Haram af-
fliction reawakened the yet to 
heal wounds of  violent reli-
gious crisis of  the middle belt. 
Talking about the Maithasini-
an riots in Jos Plateau part of  
the sub-regions.

History is equally replete 
with stories of  violent attacks 
on the Christian religious 
worshippers. There have been 

past sordid incidences of  the 
menace. The Islamic religious 
extremist terrorists have been 
consistently fingered.

Recently, the stories make 
the rounds of  the incidences 
of  the armed Fulani Cattle 
straddles invading and over-
running unsuspecting rural 
communities in some parts of  
the Southeast and southwest at 
times. The FGN turned docile 
and taciturn. This obvious in-
difference informed about the 
FGN being suspected of  foul 
play. They have down played 

CAN President Ayokunle in handshake with Vice President, Osibajo and other members.

this canker worm to extent of  
being suspected as supervisor 
at work.

Hence, the umbrella body 
that oversees the activities of  
the Christians-CAN is now left 
with only option of  exploiting 
self  help or risk the terrific ex-
termination the entire Chris-
tians in Nigeria.

If  the magnitude of  this 
callous terrorism unleashed 
by some vicious Islamic reli-
gion extremists attacking the 
church during worship is not 
tolerable at all.

This suggests that there’s an 
urgent need for CAN to devel-
op private security outfits for 
the security and protection of  
the Christians during worship 
times. The government secu-
rity seems to have been over-
whelmed in many instances. 
And leaning upon the police 
and armed forces alone is 
bound to be an illusion.

The Churches should sys-
tematically emphasize phys-
ical security of  worshippers. 
This can work in pari-pasu 
with spiritual awakening as the 
fundamental. Of  course, both 
physical and spiritual security 
should work hand in hand.

The wisdom of  the aphorism 
is true; that heaven helps those 
who help themselves. Noth-
ing works for nothing. There 
is time for everything. Time is 
now so ripe for the Christians 
all over this country to rise to 
the occasion, take up arms, 
and defend themselves. 

The CAN should mandate 
all churches to come up with 
formidable security outfits that 
would ensure the maximum 
security Christian worship-
ping and the faithful. How 
shall they kill our prophets, 
while we stand beside and 
look? We must resist this evil 
before it develops more tails. 
This is a clarion call. Enough 
is enough.

The Churches should systematically emphasize
 physical security of worshippers. This can work in 

pari-pasu with spiritual awakening as the fundamental. 
Of course, both physical and spiritual security should 
work hand in hand. The wisdom of the aphorism is true; 
that heaven helps those who help themselves. Nothing 
works for nothing. There is time for everything. Time is 
now so ripe for the Christians all over this country to rise 
to the occasion, take up arms, and defend themselves.  
The CAN should mandate all churches to come up with 
formidable security outfits that would ensure the max-
imum security Christian worshipping and the faithful. 
How shall they kill our prophets, while we stand beside 

and look?

“



PDP: Supporters of Wike, Okowa fight 
dirty over seat
T

he insistence of  the sup-
porters of  Rivers State Gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike on his 

nomination is causing a stalemate 
in the search for the running mate 
for the presidential candidate of  
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Atiku Abubakar.

Atiku won the presidential pri-
mary of  the PDP on May 29 and 
has since been consulting with the 
leaders of  the party on his vice 
presidential pick.

The party has until June 17 to 
submit its list of  candidates for all 
elective offices in the 2023 gen-
eral elections to the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

While the supporters of  Mr 
Wike are insisting on his nomi-
nation as Atiku’s running mate, 
a majority of  leaders of  the PDP 
prefer the Governor of  Delta 
State, Ifeanyi Okowa, for the po-
sition.

Mr Okowa had supported Ati-
ku at the primary and is from a 
major South-South State like Mr 
Wike.

The presidential candidate is 
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said to prefer Mr Okowa but is 
being forced to delay his decision 
by the contention that Mr Wike 
would bring on board the ticket 
stronger political structure and fi-
nancial muscles than Mr Okowa.

The supporters of  the Rivers 
governor are also referencing his 
roles in rescuing the party at nu-
merous times of  crises and how he 
had also supported PDP chapters 
across the country in states where 
the party does not run the govern-
ment.

However, Mr Wike’s critics say 
he is not “presidential in conduct” 
and would be a dangerous deputy 
and divisive figure in the presiden-
cy should the party win the presi-
dential election.

A source close to the negotiation 
said Atiku has offered to appoint 
Mr Wike petroleum minister or 
give him an opportunity to nom-
inate one should the party win the 
election.

However, the Rivers State gov-
ernor’s camp is insisting on the 
vice-presidential slot, saying “a 
promise is not as important as 
what is currently on hand”.

Hours after the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) elected 
Bola Tinubu as its presidential 
candidate on Wednesday, Atiku 
met with the 13 governors elected 
on the ticket of  his own party in 
continuation of  his search for the 
most suitable running mate. The 

meeting was unable to reach a de-
cision.

The former vice president is 
now scheduled to meet the Board 
of  Trustees of  the party on Thurs-
day (today) on the same matter. 
A party insider said the Board of  
Trustees might set up a committee 

to resolve the deadlock.
Atiku’s running mate in the 

2019 presidential election, Peter 
Obi, defected from the PDP just 
before the presidential primary in 
which he was an aspirant and has 
now been nominated as the flag 
bearer of  the Labour Party.

Widows of late monarchs receive N1m burial rites 
from Chairman, Imo Traditional Rulers
By Ikenna Orioha

J
oy knew no bounds in the hearts 
of  widows of  late monarchs of  
Imo State as they individually 

received N1 million burial rites of  
their late husbands from the Chair-
man of  Imo State Council of  Tradi-
tional Rulers and Chairman, Com-
munity Policing, HRM, Eze E.C. 
Okeke, The Eze-Udo 11 of  Amaife-
ke Ancient Kingdom, Orlu Local 
Government Area.

The money was given to the 
Ugoezes on Thursday at the Ezei-
mo’s Palace in company of  their 
Local Government Area Council 
of  Traditional Rulers Chairmen, 
with Ezeimo encouraging them to 
use the money judiciously, even as 
he told them to bear the loss of  their 
beloved husbands with fortitude, 
believing that God will not let them 
suffer as He knew better why their 
husbands died.

Eze Okeke who noted that such 
a gesture was in line with the “tra-
dition and agreement with all our 
traditional rulers, that any of  our 
members who pass away- we give 
N1 million burial rites and some 
other rites to his Ugoeze or family. 
Our office generally always releases 
the money to them. Chairman of  
the monarchs in that zone has right 
to visit them every two months and 
giving them something because they 
belong to us. Their husbands came, 
saw and conquered by controlling 
their kingdom well till death. It is 
our tradition to honor the dead and 
we do such through their widows or 
Ugoezes.

Eze Imo noted that eleven Ugoez-
es benefited from the money, saying 
the gesture was first of  its kind in 

the state since this year, reflecting 
that the tradition and culture of  Imo 
State remain solid and the same 
hence the monarchs are mourning 
the late monarchs. “We felt bad on 
the death of  our fellow Ezes and 
we heartily condole with their loved 
ones, families and subjects”.

Thanking Ezeimo for the kindness 
shown on the widows and families 
of  the late monarchs, Chairman, 
Njaba Council of  Traditional Rul-
ers, HRH, Eze Anthony Ndubueze 
Onyeka, said that the benevolence 
demonstrated by the Council of  Tra-
ditional Rulers of  Imo State led by 
HRM, Eze EC Okeke, was a mark 

of  good leadership, love and care 
for widows and the needy, thanking 
God for saving his life.

However, the late monarchs 
whose widows got their N1 buri-
al rites were: Eze ACA Ojinaka, 
Njaba, Eze Stephen U Ugochuk-
wu, Aboh Mbaise, Eze Fortunatus 
Nwoke, Isu, Eze Hyacinth O Onye-
nakeya, Isiala Mbano, Eze AU 
Chikezie, Mbaitoli, Eze GA Mbi-
onwu, Ideato South, Eze VA Onuo-
ha, Ehime Mbano, Eze Barr. AEA 
Durueburuo, Njaba, Eze Sampson 
Osenwa, Njaba, Eze AEO Eme-
foronu, Ehime Mbano and Eze 
Pharm Edmund Nwosu, Orlu.

Imo CP decorates newly promoted officers with 
charge of effective service delivery

I
n line with the IGPs mandate 
to ensure that the welfare of  Of-
ficers and men of  the force under 

his watch are well taken care of  and 
to also enhance the smooth oper-
ations of  the Force, the Inspector 
General of  Police IGP Usman Baba 
Alkali psc, NPM, fdc has graciously 
approved the promotion of  some of-
ficers in the Command.

This was contained in a press re-
lease signed by the Police Public 
Relations officer CSP Michael Abat-
tam Imo State command

The Commissioner of  Police, Imo 
State Command, CP Mohammed 
Ahmed Barde (psc+), while deco-
rating the newly promoted officers, 
congratulated them and charged 
them to live up to the tasking re-
sponsibilities attached to their new 
ranks. Stressing that promotion is a 
call to higher responsibility and as 

such they should not disappoint the 
Inspector General of  Police in car-
rying out their statutory duties.

The Commissioner of  Police was 
assisted in decorating the officers 
by the Deputy Commissioner of  
Police, Incharge of  State Criminal 
Investigation Department(SCID), 
DCP Mohammed Mustapha Bala , 
DCP Peter Opara Ukachi, Incharge 
of  Administration, DCP Femi Ha-
runa , Incharge of  Operations De-
partment , ACP Okoi Archbong 
Akpama second in command State 
CIID, ACP Suliman Ladi, second 
in command ‘A’ Department , Head 
of  Departments, Area Command-
ers, their loved ones, wives and hus-
bands of  the promotees’.

About one hundred and five (105) 
officers were decorated with their 
new ranks they includes : (2) Dep-
uty Commissioners of  Police, DCP 

Igbos registering for PVC at Alaba
International Market allegedly under attack

I
gbos at the popular Alaba In-
ternational Market who turned 
out to get their PVCs have been 

reportedly attacked by suspected in-
digenes.

 According to a video currently 
trending online, Igbos from South 
East Nigeria that closed their busi-
nesses at Alaba International Mar-
ket Lagos for the civic exercise said 
Yorubas came to the registration 
center and started throwing stones 
at them. 

The event which reportedly hap-
pened at, Igbede in Ojo local gov-
ernment area of  the state. Some of  
the persons sustained injuries.

 In another location, the people 
that came out resisted attempt by 
some thugs to carry the only regis-
tration machine in the area. 

This is becoming a disturbing trend 
in Lagos State. In 2019, thugs invad-
ed Igbo dominated polling units and 
disrupted voting in this area.

Cletus Nwadiegbu, DCP Denis 
Anyi, one (1) Assistant Commis-
sioner of  Police, ACP Dike Albert, 
four(4) Deputy Assistant Superinten-
dent of  Police, DSP Margret Anyan-
wu and others, eighteen (18) Assis-
tant Superintendent of  Police (ASP 
1) were confirmed on the rank they 
includes ASP Augustina Kuru, ASP 
Elobuike Emmanuel and sixteen( 16 
)others while eighty (80) Police In-
spectors were promoted to Assistant 
Superintendent of  Police (ASP II).

In his vote of  thanks, the newly pro-
moted DCP Cletus Nwadiegbu, on 
behalf  of  other promotees appreciat-
ed the Inspector General Police (IGP) 
Alkali Baba Usman, psc, NPM, fdc, 
for approving their promotion and 
equally thanked the Commissioner 
of  Police and members of  his man-
agement team for seeing them wor-
thy for the elevation.

Buhari to address 
Nigerians Sunday,
June 12
 – Lai Mohammed

P
resident Muhammadu Bu-
hari will address Nigerians 
in a live broadcast on Sun-

day, the Minister of  Informa-
tion, Lai Mohammed, has said.

Mohammed, while addressing 
journalists in Abuja, on Thurs-
day, said the broadcast will focus 
on the June 12 Democracy Day 
celebration.

Nigeria’s Democracy Day 
celebration used to be held on 
May 29 before President Bu-
hari changed it to June 12 in 
commemoration of  the June 
12, 1993, presidential election 
which was annulled by the mil-
itary government.

 A public holiday is normally 
held on that day nationwide but 
Lai Mohamed said such an an-
nouncement of  a public holiday 
can only be done by the interior 
ministry.

The minister also said there 
will be Jumat and Church ser-
vices to celebrate this year’s De-
mocracy Day.

Chairman, Imo State Council of Traditional Rulers, HRM, Eze EC Okeke giving out N1 million to widows 
of Imo late monarchs, held at the Ezeimo palace Owerri on Thursday.



hat were some 

Wof  the best looks 
from the first 

night of  the Big Brother 
reunion? The first night was 
an  in t roductor y  n ight 
without much drama but 
the former housemates 
came dressed glamorously. 

Liquorose 
Liquorose teamed up 

with Medlin Boss Styling. 
Her outfit was made by the 
House of  Doxa. 

Perhaps, I am not a big 
fan of  that shade of  green 
but the look was a winner. 

Angel 
Angel's look was classy 

and sexy. Especially love the 
mix  o f  l ace  and  s i lk , 
beautiful! 

JMK 
Okay! JMK came with 

the slay. The design of  the 
gown was simple but her 
body made the outfit scream 
sultriness. 

Queen 

he African bad girl Thas been on tour in 
the US and we must 

say that she is serving 
'lewks'. 

There is something so 
refreshing and young 
about Tiwa Savage's outfits 
as she tours the US. Here 
are some of  her best looks; 

The 2000s slay 
Tiwa Savage was a 

blast from the 2000s past in 
h e r  d u n g a r e e s .  H e r 

accessorising is definitely 
on point, especially love 
the purse and glasses. 

LBD 
For a night out in the 

town, Tiwa chose a little 
black number from Tubo, 
you know what they say 
about little black dresses, 
you can never go wrong 
with them. 

Corset 
Okay, this was a look, 

this open corset look by 

Tubo is one for the books. 
Plus, yellow is always a 
good colour. 

On trend 
This oversized t-shirt 

look and pointy boots are 
trendy. Lori Harvey wore 
something similar. Way to 
go fashion killer! 

Brown hues 
Okay, the two-piece is 

sexy and sultry. The brown 
hues certainly go with her 
skin tone. 

I loved the colour, fabric 
and hood. The gown was 
b e a u t i f u l  t h a n k s  t o 
Rikotobyme, could she have 
done without the crown? 
Yes, but I guess she needed 
to remind you all that she's a 
queen. 

White Money 
White money stuck to 

his usual chieftain attire 
even though everyone else 
wore suits, we don't know 
about you, but we liked his 
outfit. 

Yousef 
Yousef  reminded us of  

Zee world protagonists. It 
was a well tailored two-
piece. 

Yerins 
W h i t e  a n d  g o l d  i s 

always a good option. It is 
certainly groom inspiration. 

Everyone looked great, 
but these are some of  the 
best, can't wait to see the 
remaining looks as the 
reunion unfolds. 
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BBNaija Shine Ya Eye: Best looks from the reunion opening show 

Style Inspiration: Tiwa Savage's looks for the Water and Garri US tour
have been epic 
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Issues

Lanre Babalola 

O
n May 1, 2022, the U.K. 
Observer published 
an editorial titled, The 
Observer view on the 

cost of  living crisis. The editorial 
focused on the challenges of  the 
rocketing cost of  living in Britain, 
caused by falling real household 
incomes as compared with high-
er energy and food prices because 
wages fail to keep pace with rising 
bills. The article outlined the im-
pact of  the crisis, the UK govern-
ment’s inadequate responses and 
the measures that could be adopted 
to urgently raise living standards. 

There are certainly parallels to 
be drawn here to the economic sit-
uation in Nigeria. Not only have 
living standards in Nigeria been 
falling at an unprecedented rate 
for the past two decades but gov-
ernment responses have been tepid 
and have failed to halt, let alone 
reverse, the troubling trend. The 
depth, pace and duration of  the fall 
in living standards are difficult to 
gauge with any certainty in a coun-
try known for poor data and record 
keeping. Checks on official sources 
reveal little. The best source left is 
inflation statistics. While they tell 
us how quickly prices are rising, 
they spotlight neither the vertigi-
nous fall in living standards that is 
set to continue as energy and food 
prices continue to increase nor how 
wages fail to keep pace with rising 
bills. 

A detailed examination of  dif-
ferent issues reveals the depth of  
the cost of  living crisis in Nigeria. 
While nominal income per capita 
has been on an upward trend over 
the last 20 years, the jarring ine-
qualities that accompany econom-
ic growth in Nigeria and macroe-
conomic disequilibrium mean that 
the impact of  the rise in the cost of  
living has not been felt equally. For 
those at the helm of  affairs, both 
in the private and public sector, 
this will barely register. For some 
families, skyrocketing prices have 
meant making difficult decisions 
when choosing how to cut back 
on consumption, such as forgoing 
specific staple food items and other 
necessities. 

For many Nigerians, the rise 
has stretched budgets that were al-
ready barely adequate to breaking 
point, forcing more and more into 
poverty as they struggle to balance 
meagre resources to cover the costs 
of  food, energy, transport, accom-
modation and healthcare bills. 
The situation is compounded by 
a pronounced absence of  urgent 
policies to reverse the poverty spi-
ral, despite the increasing number 
of  people being sucked into it. The 
latest statistics put the figure at over 
80 million Nigerians. The lack of  
relevant data, however, makes it 
difficult to be precise on how deep 
and widespread the crisis is and 
which parts of  the country are af-
fected most. Perhaps this simply 
goes to show the unresponsiveness 
of  government to a problem of  
such magnitude.

Government’s actions over the 

last few years can be reduced to 
populist social investment pro-
grammes that have little to do 
with investment in any meaningful 
sense and pandemic palliatives that 
were simply ineffective and not 
well thought out to have any real 
impact. In other words, there has 
not been any concerted effort to ad-
dress the crisis in living standards. 
This leads to the conclusion that 
the attention of  ministers and gov-
ernment officials has been trained 
on the pursuit of  their own inter-
ests and the 2023 elections with 
a view to self-perpetuation rather 
than to improving public service 
and elevating public interest. This 
is evident in the increase in the lev-
el of  tax burden imposed on citi-
zens as fiscal constraints and falling 
revenues have caused government 
to increase VAT while also signif-
icantly increasing public debt to 
fund budgets. 

Unfortunately, the preponder-
ance of  public expenditure goes 
on salaries and other recurrent 
expenditures. Government ac-
tions are contrary to the standard 
economic tenet of  stimulating eco-
nomic activities and have instead 
exacerbated the cost of  living. It is 
difficult not to conclude from this 
that the hardship people are endur-
ing is of  no consequence to those 
in government with the authority 
to meaningfully address the crisis. 

The worrying lack of  appropri-
ate policies and measures ought 
to be of  concern to those in au-
thority as it may be construed as 
indifference, poor appreciation of  
the dimensions of  the crisis or lack 
of  understanding in formulating 
necessary solutions to address the 
harsh economic circumstances that 
are reshaping and defining Nigeri-
an society and lives. 

What we have seen so far are 
not only ineffective policies but 
expenditures on projects that have 
neither positively impacted the cost 
of  living nor created real jobs but 
have instead worsened the fiscal 
position of  the government as in-
creasing levels of  local and foreign 
debts are being contracted. 

Nigeria is experiencing a pro-
longed economic malaise. Real 
wages are on a downward trajecto-
ry, productivity has remained stub-
bornly low, the economy is mor-
ibund, policies are wrongheaded 
and together these factors have sent 
prices skyrocketing. Our produc-
tivity in every economic endeavour 
and cost of  production rank unfa-
vourably against comparable coun-
tries both globally and on the conti-
nent. The implication is we simply 
cannot compete. 

Sadly, there are no shortcuts to 
increasing living standards. Any 
approach must be multi-pronged. 
In this context, there are three main 
avenues, at the minimum, we must 
embark upon to address falling 
living standards. Firstly, econom-
ic policies need to focus strongly 
on boosting productivity and then 
ensuring that the gains and ben-
efits are shared evenly among the 
various economic agents—finan-

President Muhammadu Buhari
ciers, producers, employers and 
consumers. One of  the reasons 
why poverty rates have risen is 
that unemployment has increased 
in geometric progression where-
as economic growth has not even 
experienced appreciable arithmetic 
progression. Indeed, where jobs 
do exist, wages and income do not 
pay enough to ensure a minimum 
standard of  living however we de-
fine it. 

This situation can only be tack-
led by economic policies that focus 
firmly on job creation, on over-
coming disparities between rural 
and urban areas, on income and 
on gender inequalities. This will 
require, at the very minimum, a 
radical rebalancing of  government 
capital expenditure vis-a-vis cur-
rent expenditure of  public versus 
private sectors. To do so, the gov-
ernment must encourage far more 
efficient allocation of  resources, 
more purposeful investment in so-
cial and economic infrastructures, 
and on skills acquisition to boost 
domestic production. 

Climate change, the effects of  the 
pandemic, fluctuating global de-
mand patterns and supply chains, 
and graft, will only make the task 
harder. These factors combined, 
can unfortunately be expected to 
exert downward pressure on liv-
ing standards, thereby increasing 
inequalities and poverty. If  the 
standard of  living crisis is not ad-
dressed fairly and squarely, the 
combination will increase pressure 
and undermine the existing social 
contract.

Secondly, we must urgently re-
visit and reformulate the raft of  
fiscal and monetary policies such 
as subsidies, exchange rate man-

agement, regressive taxation, cus-
tom charges, etc., that at present 
shackle economic activities and 
impact negatively on living stand-
ards. For a nation with a significant 
proportion of  low-income earners, 
record-high unemployment and se-
vere underemployment (especially 
among the youth), a dizzying pro-
portion of  the population in pover-
ty, serious gender and income ine-
qualities, yawning urban-rural gaps 
and the spectre of  food insecurity, 
government will need to put effort 
immediately into increasing dis-
posable incomes of  the poor and 
vast majority of  the population. 

Again, instead of  doing what 
will improve the lives of  the vast 
majority, successive governments 
have, in the face of  stagnant reve-
nues, maintained subsidy regimes 
that have spiralled out of  control 
leaving very little resources for in-
frastructure development. Neither 
has, at face value, spurred econom-
ic activities nor created jobs. On the 
contrary, the situation has led to a 
greater debt and tax burden, which 
ordinarily may be justified if  they 
were designed to boost econom-
ic activities and alter consump-
tion decisions, instead they have 
emerged because of  fiscal policies 
to bolster government revenues.

Thirdly, to tackle the high cost 
of  living, the government needs 
to implement structural reforms 
in two areas: The most important 
of  economic and social infrastruc-
ture, transportation, energy, ICT, 
and water, account for the former; 
and education, skills acquisition, 
healthcare, the latter. Various ad-
ministrations have attempted to 
increase aggregate supply, albeit 
unsuccessfully, without taking full 

cognisance of  the role of  aggregate 
demand. The unintended con-
sequences were, in terms of  out-
comes, a reduction in real wages, 
increasing inflationary pressures, 
and diminishing overall social wel-
fare. To put it bluntly, it is the poor 
in Nigerian society that have been 
adversely impacted the most. 

Two areas of  structural reforms 
can immediately and effectively 
impact favourably on high cost of  
living. First of  all, the economy 
desperately needs infrastructure to 
promote and expand agriculture, 
rural development, a functioning 
transportation sector and energy 
in urban areas to support econom-
ic growth and social development. 
By the same token, secondly, hous-
ing is a major challenge for most 
Nigerians. Neither government nor 
the private sector has provided ad-
equate and affordable housing for 
the generality of  Nigeria, leaving 
most unacceptable living condi-
tions. Housing has the propensity 
to kick-start the economy, address-
ing the corollary of  rural-urban 
drift. Nigeria urgently needs a pro-
gramme of  investment in housing 
development to create afforda-
ble homes for rent and purchase, 
which will spur the construction 
sector and concomitantly create 
jobs. 

These are long-term economic 
reforms that require sustained in-
vestment. Even if  the capital is mo-
bilised, the investments will take 
time to fully deliver for the econ-
omy. For if  the current and subse-
quent administrations are to tackle 
the deep and structural social and 
economic crises that envelop the 
nation, the will to address the un-
derlying causes of  crises must be 
resolute and unambiguous. And it 
must be combined with the capac-
ity to plan for the next decade and 
future generations. Otherwise, the 
lackadaisical approach that has be-
come the order of  the day will con-
sign us to jobless growth, while the 
high cost of  living will drive more 
people into poverty. 

Last, and most importantly, se-
curity as the key element in a busi-
ness enabling environment must, 
without equivocation, be factored 
into the calculus of  economic 
growth and development. In addi-
tion to the persistent threat to life 
and property it poses, insecurity ex-
acerbates food insecurity and neg-
atively impacts economic activities 
especially agricultural outputs and 
the distribution side to the food 
supply chain. 

While the measures highlighted 
above are important and are ex-
pected to increase aggregate supply, 
any approach that will comprehen-
sively address the cost of  living cri-
sis must include measures that pos-
itively impact aggregate demand. 
The latter must spur real income, 
positively impact consumption 
patterns and consumer behaviour, 
which in turn will stimulate do-
mestic production, and lead to a 
more sustainable outcome.
Dr. Babalola is a director of  The 
African Politeia Institute, an 
Abuja-based think-tank.

A view on cost of living crisis
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State House 
of  Assembly has 
unanimously voted in 

support of  financial Auton-
omy for local Governments, 
State Houses of  Assembly 
and State Judiciaries as con-
tained in the ongoing Fifth 
alteration of  the 1999 Con-
stitution of  the Federal Re-
public of  Nigeria.

The House gave the unan-
imous vote on Tuesday as 
part of  consideration for 
HAB 57; The Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria 1999 (Fifth altera-
tion) Bill, 2022.

Dropping the gravel in 
support of  the amendment 
in section number one to 
section number 22 of  the 
fifth alteration as considered 
in the plenary, Speaker of  
the House,  Hon. Chinedum 
Orji said that the amend-
ments  in all considered 22 
sections of  the fifth altera-
tion of  the 1999 constitu-
tion, were proper and well 
in placed.

He said that the House 
had thrown its support in 
favour of  the considered 
sections of  the alteration 
because it firmly believed 
that the development will 
deepen democracy in the 
Country.

Also Speaking on the al-

Abia House okays financial autonomy
for LGAs, Judiciary, House of Assembly
- Workers jubilate

teration, Sponsor of  the 
bill and Majority leader of  
the House, Hon. Solomon 
Akpulonu, said that the bill 
which is for a law to pro-
vide for the fifth alteration 
of  the 1999 Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, HAB 57, contains 
on the whole 65 sections for 
amendment.

He stated that the House 
would go ahead to consider 
remaining sections of  the 
bill in its subsequent sit-
tings.

The development elicited 
celebration among workers 
in Abia State local govern-
ment and judicial systems 
who see it as an end to their 
misery.

A former executive mem-
ber of  National Union of  
Local Government Em-
ployees in Umuahia North 
LGA, Comrade Moses 
Ekeleme called for a speedy 
signing of  the bills into Law 
for the interests of  his col-
leagues.

Comrade Ekeleme ac-
cused the present LGAs in 
Abia of  allegedly paying 
half  salaries, noted that the 
welfare of  workers in the 
affected systems would be 
protected.

 “Buhari is not owing any 
local government areas in 
Abia State yet we are been 
paid half  salary and with-
out leave allowance”, the 
labour unionist said.

Fresh trouble for Peter Obi as 
Labour Party elects factional 
Presidential candidate

T
here is trouble brew-
ing within the La-
bour Party (LP), as 

Jude Ezenwafor, a former 
chairman of  the party in 
Anambra State, has been 
declared the winner of  the 
presidential primary or-
ganised by a faction of  the 
party. Ezenwafor’s affirma-
tion took place in Abuja on 
Wednesday.

 “I am on a rescue mission 
to free Nigeria from social, 
economic and political cri-
ses currently bedevilling it. 
“Labour Party will win the 
general election. Our party 
is going to take over Nige-
ria and bring back the glory 
Nigeria needs. “I have been 
in the corridors of  govern-
ment for the past 20 years.

We are here on a rescue 
mission,” our heritage re-
porter quoted Ezenwafor as 
saying.

The development is com-
ing days after a former An-

ambra State governor, Peter 
Obi, was elected as the LP’s 
presidential candidate at a 
primary organised by the 
Julius Abure-led faction of  
the party.

However, prior to Obi 
winning the primary, the 
chairman of  another fac-
tion of  the party, Calistus 
Okafor, challenged the le-
gality of  the Abure-led fac-
tion before an Abuja Feder-
al High Court.

In a ruling on May 30, 
the presiding judge, Inyang 
Ekwo, ordered that the LP 
and some of  its executives 
be served with a fresh suit 
challenging the party’s lead-
ership. The matter was then 
adjourned till June 30 for 
further mention.

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has given all polit-
ical parties until June 9 to 
conclude their primaries.

 

AFRIDU makes case for lost Africans

T
he African Diaspora  
which has become the 
6th member of  Afri-

can Union, AU, has called 
on African Heads of  States 
and member nations of  AU 
to help facilitate the return 
of  all Africans still in dias-
pora,  who want to return to 
their countries of  origin, to 
enable them participate ac-
tively in building the  econo-
my of  their home countries, 
and strengthening the AU.

The African Diaspora 
which was recently adopted 
as the 6th region of  the Af-
rica Union, was not happy 
that many African citizens 
are still scattered across 
countries of  the world, ei-
ther through slavery, wars or 
migration.

The body observed with 
dismay that most of  the 
Africans in diaspora could 
mention their home coun-
tries and states in Africa, 
but could not find it easy to 
return home, due to some 
issues.

An international lawyer 
and chairman of  African 
Diaspora Union; West Afri-
ca chapter, Ambassador Jer-
ry Egemba, who on return 
from Addis Ababa, Ethio-
pia, where he chaired the 
session on “Legal and Po-
litical Framework for Inte-
grating the African Diaspora 
into the originated organs of  
AU, disclosed that the AF-
RIDU was making frantic 
efforts to integrate Africans 
in diaspora to their home 
states and counties through 
what he called “Proposed 
Amendments to the Consti-
tutive Act” and other rele-
vant protocols.

The leader of  the West 
Africa chapter of  the AFRI-
DU who is also the National 
President of  Igbo Hebrew 
Cultural Organization, fur-
ther disclosed that the AU 
had now shifted its focus 
from the struggle for Afri-
can Independence to how 
to rebuild a United Africa  
politically, economically 
and socially, just as what the 
United Nations, UN, and 
the European Union, EU 
are to their member nations.

  “In Addis Ababa, Ethio-
pia we looked at the legal in-
struments to facilitate the ac-
tualization of  this 6th region 
in Africa. There were five (5) 
regions that made up the Af-
rican Union, AU, which are  
West Africa, East Africa, 
South Africa, North Africa 
and Central Africa, but now 
it has the 6th region, being 
the African Diaspora, which 
has been recognized by the 
African Union, AU.

“We also looked at legal 
framework for the integra-
tion of  Africans in diaspora 
to the various originated or-
gans of  the African Union. 
The African Diaspora were 
invited through article 3q of  
the protocol on amendment 
of  the African Union Con-
stitutive Act, to join in the 
development of  Africa. 

“African Diaspora is de-
fined to mean peoples of  
African origin living outside 
the continent, irrespective of  
their citizenship and nation-
ality and who are willing to 
contribute to the develop-
ment of  the continent and 
the building of  African Un-
ion.

“We want a situation 

Anambra State Commissioner for Environment, Engr Felix Odimegwu and ASATU executives, after a meeting at the Govt House 
Awka, on Tuesday.

where some of  these people 
in diaspora who are qualified 
could be nominated or ap-
pointed into African Union 
Courts of  Justice as judges, 
or even given observer status; 
or be appointed into federal 
or state executive councils, 
or be integrated into their 
original home states.

“These were some of  the 
issues I was called upon to 
look into, and we were able 
to propose a good number of  
amendments to the Consti-
tutive Act” 

Barr. Egemba also dis-
closed that one of  his moti-
vating factors for attending 

the roundtable conference 
was to see the possibility 
of  joining the government 
of  Imo State to invite high 
profile investors from the Af-
rican Diaspora to the state, 
to meaningfully address the 
problem of  unemployment 
among the youths of  the 
state.

According to him, the first 
military governor of  old Riv-
ers State, Diette Spiff  who 
is now a traditional ruler in 
Beyalsa state, was among 
the Eminent Africans that 
addressed the summit in Ad-
dis Ababa, Ethiopia over the 
week.

Bandits kill 32, destroy houses
in fresh Kaduna attack

N
o fewer than 32 
people have been 
reportedly killed 

by bandits in separate at-
tacks on four communities 
within Kajuru Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Kaduna 
State.

The affected communi-
ties are Ungwan Gamu, 
Dogon Noma, Ungwan 
Sarki and Maikori.

The police is yet to con-
firm the incident, but the 
District Head of  Kufena, 
Titus Dauda , told said the 
attacks occurred on Sun-
day and that 32 people lost 
their lives while a church 
and several houses were 
destroyed in the process.

He added that the bandits 
in their large numbers first 
attacked Dogon Noma in 
the early hours of  Sunday 
morning, and killed sever-
al people mostly men , be-

fore proceeding to Ungwan 
Gamu and Maikori villages 
where they also killed peo-
ple and burnt down houses.

The district head further 
disclosed that the victims 
have been laid to rest while 
the affected communities 
have been deserted by the 
residents due to fear of  be-
ing attacked.

A resident of  one of  the 
communities, also claimed 
that a helicopter was seen 
shooting at the residents 
from the air, while the re-
maining bandits were on 
the ground to attack any 
fleeing residents.

However, a top security 
source countered the claim, 
saying that the military en-
gaged the bandits both by 
ground and air, adding that 
this eventually forced the 
bandits to retreat.
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o r m e r  L a g o s  S t a t e FGovernor, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, took a major step 

t o w a r d  h i s  a m b i t i o n  o f  
becoming Nigeria's President by 
winning the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) presidential 
primary at a special convention 
held in Eagle Square, Abuja.

He won the election by 
bea t ing  the  l ikes  o f  Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo, former 
Minister of  Transportation, 
Rotimi Amaechi, and the Senate 
Pres ident ,  Ahmad Lawan 
among others.

More than 2,300 delegates 
vo ted  in  the  contes t  tha t 
p r o d u c e d  T i n u b u  a s  t h e 
presidential flagbearer of  the 
ruling party.

He is now scheduled to face 
the Peoples Democratic Party's 
Atiku Abubakar, Labour Party's 
Peter Obi, NNPP's Kwakwanso 
and a few others in the February 
25 presidential ballot.

After weeks of  political 
drama and intrigues during 
which the APC held several 
meetings and tried but failed to 
generate a consensus candidate, 
things started to swing towards 
Tinubu's way.

However, when aspirants 
were called to address delegates 
before voting began, Former 
Minister of  Niger Delta Affairs, 
Godswill Akpabio, was the first 
aspirant to step up. Rather than 
solicit votes for himself, he 
endorsed Tinubu and appealed 
to delegates to vote for the APC 
chieftain.

Senator Ibikunle Amosun 
and Ekiti  State Governor, 
Kayode Fayemi, followed in 
Akpabio's lead. Two other 
aspirants  –  Senator  Ajayi 
Boroffice and Dimeji Bankole – 
also signaled their support for 
T i n u b u .  A n o t h e r  m a j o r 
endorsement for Tinubu came 
from Jigawa State Governor, 
Mohammed Badaru Abubakar. 
The only female in the contest, 
U j u  Ke n - O h a n e n ye,  a l s o 
endorsed the APC chieftain, 
Tinubu.

The only other endorsement 
from an aspirant came from 

Nicholas Felix to Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo. Although 23 
a s p i r a n t s  w e r e  b i l l e d  t o 
participate in the primary, nine 
of  them including the seven 
aspirants who endorsed Tinubu 
and Felix who stepped down for 
Osinbajo pulled out of  the 
contest.

The ninth aspirant who 
announced his withdrawal was 
former Senate President, Ken 
Nnamani who decried the failure 
of  the party to zone its ticket to 
the South East.

Thereafter, 14 aspirants went 
into the contest  as voting 
commenced in earnest. They 
include Tinubu, Osinbajo, 
Amaechi, Lawan, Umahi, and 
Rochas Okorocha.

Others are Yahaya Bello, 
Te i n  J a c k - R i c h ,  E m e k a 
Nwajiuba, Ben Ayade, Ikeobasi 
Mokelu,  Ogbonnaya Onu, 
Tunde Bakare, and Sani Yerima.

However, the primary ended 
with the following result that 
threw up Tinubu as winner of  the 
contest;

T i n u b u - 1 , 2 7 1 ,  R o t i n i 
Amaechi- 316, Yemi Osinbajo- 
235, Sen. Ahmed Lawan- 152, 
Gov Yahaya Bello- 47, David 
Umahi- 38, Gov Ben Ayade-37, 
A h m e d  S a n i  Ye r i m a -  4 , 
Ogbonnaya Onu- 1, Chief  Obasi 
Mokelu- 0, Tunde Bakare- 0, 
Rochas Okorocha- 0

But ,  ver y  sur pr i s ing ly, 
Ebonyi State had 39 delegates in 
the APC presidential primary 
election and out of  that figure, 
Engr David Umahi got 38 votes; 

Dr Ogbonnaya Onu got 1 vote 
making it 39. Imo had about 81 
delegates and Rochas Okorocha 
got zero. Emeka Nwajiuba, even 
though absent, got only 1 vote. 
Where then, did Imo votes go? 
Probably, they simply voted for 
Tinubu of  the Yoruba extraction 
or Lawan, suspected to be Gov. 
Hope Uzodinma's interest, 
whom he allegedly expected will 
use him as deputy, where the 
consensus, they labored for goes 
through. 

Anambra State had about 
100 delegates, Ikeobasi Mokelu 
from Anambra got zero vote. 
Where did Anambra votes go? 
They didn't vote for a South 
Eastern aspirant. Abia had about 
60 delegates. They didn't vote for 
a South Eastern aspirant. They 
may have voted for Sen. Ahmed 
Lawan of  the North East. Enugu 
had about 50 delegates. They 
didn't vote for a South Eastern 
aspirant. They possibly shared 
their  votes to Tinubu and 
Amaechi. 

A South Eastern patriot, who 
reacted to this development 
decried a situation where the 
easterners will tomorrow, begin 
t o  c h a n t  t h e  s o n g  o f  
marginalisation when it's clear 
that apart from Ebonyi State, 
other South East States are a 
sellout in the struggle to have 
South Eastern persons grabbing 
presidential tickets of  major 
political parties in Nigeria. This 
t h e y  a l s o  s h owe d  i n  t h e 
presidential primary of  the PDP. 
Only Ebonyi State delegates 
voted a South Easterner, Sen. 

Anyim Pius Anyim.  Igbos are 
t h e  o n e s  m a r g i n a l i s i n g 
themselves, the respondent 
maintained.

Also, a former governor of  
Kano State and PDP stalwart in 
Kano, Senator Rabiu Musa 
Kwankwaso,  has  emerged 
presidential candidate of  the 
New Nigeria Peoples Party 
( N N P P )  a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s 
presidential primary held on 
Wednesday.

He was elected without any 
challenger having been the only 
a s p i r a n t  t h a t  b o u g h t  t h e 
presidential nomination forms 
after he was screened at the 
Moshood Abiola Stadium Abuja

Kwankwaso in his remarks 
expressed appreciation to all 
t h o s e  w h o  d r o p p e d  t h e i r 
presidential aspirations for him 
and the delegates that elected 
him. Kwankwaso said that he 
would do whatever mattered to 
ensure the success of  NNPP and 
its candidates for various elective 
positions in the 2023 general 
elections.

It could also be recalled that 
Nigeria's former Vice President, 
Atiku Abubakar, emerged the 
presidential candidate of  the 
Peoples Democratic  Par ty 
(PDP).

Abubakar defeated 12 other 
candidates in a keenly contested 
presidential primary held at the 
Moshood Abiola Stadium in 
Abuja on Saturday.

Of  the 767 accredited ballots 
at the election, he polled 371 
v o t e s  w h i l e  h i s  c l o s e s t 
challenger, Governor of  Rivers 

State, Nyesom Wike, came 
second with 237 votes.

Nigeria's former Senate 
President, Bukola Saraki, scored 
70 votes to come a distant third 
while Governor of  Akwa Ibom, 
Udom Emmanuel, came fourth 
with 38 votes.

The only female in the race, 
Oliver Diana, and another 
contestant, Sam Ohuabunwa, 
scored one vote each.

A former President of  the 
Senate, Anyim Pius Anyim, 
scored 14 votes while Bauchi 
S t a t e  g o v e r n o r ,  B a l a 
Mohammed, scored 20 votes.

The other contestants – 
including former Governor 
Ayodele Fayose and Magazine 
Publisher, Dele Momodu – got 
zero votes. Twelve invalid votes 
were recorded.

While Atiku's victory at the 
primary is his second successive 
attempt, it also marked his fifth 
shot at the presidency. He has 
had other unsuccessful contests 
for the seat under both the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
and his current party, the PDP.

T h e  A d a m a w a - b o r n 
politician also secured the ticket 
of  the PDP in 2019 but lost at the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e 
i n c u m b e n t ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari of  the 
APC.

The former vice-president 
will again face whoever emerges 
f r o m  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g 
presidential primaries of  the 
APC.

SHOCKER!

APC delegates disgrace
South East aspirants

By Bright C. J. Okereke

…Canonise Tinubu, dishonour Umahi, Rochas, Onu others
…Atiku, Jagaban, Obi, Kwakwanso brace up towards 2023 general election

Umahi Onu MokeluNwajiubaOkorocha



Jamaican legislator calls for Bob Marley’s 
name to be a national hero
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Britain’s Johnson may be sinking at
home, but has fans in Ukraine
A

t home, British Prime 
Minister Boris John-
son is a premier living 
on borrowed time. He 

survived an internal Conservative 
Party no-confidence vote Mon-
day, but his political obituaries are 
already being written. The scandal 
of  “Partygate” -  how he and key 
allies defied the strict pandemic 
lockdowns that they themselves 
had imposed on the country  - 
made his once Teflon brand irre-
deemably toxic. Johnson’s march 
to power was animated by his dis-
tinct, puckish nationalism. But he 
may get turfed out of  office with 
voters and rival politicians fixated 
on his seemingly inescapable nar-
cissism, instead.

Johnson’s approval ratings have 
tanked and show little sign of  lift-
ing. A wing of  his own ruling par-
ty is in open rebellion against him. 
There’s no certainty that Johnson, 
like Theresa May, the prime min-
ister he replaced, can recover from 
a bruising no-confidence vote to 
lead the Tories into Britain’s next 
general election. The British pub-
lic already delivered a damning 
verdict: Last week, his appearance 
at celebrations for Queen Eliza-
beth II’s Platinum Jubilee was met 
by a chorus of  boos from the oth-
erwise cheering crowds.

“He is a wounded leader,” my 
colleagues reported. “He and the 
Conservatives will struggle to re-
build their brand in the face of  
soaring inflation and diminished 
public trust. And allies in Europe 
and the United States are now on 
notice that his authority has been 
undercut by his own doing.”

Yet there’s a conspicuous ally 
who remains unruffled by John-
son’s domestic woes. On Tuesday, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said at a teleconference 
hosted by the Financial Times 
that he was “very happy” John-
son won the no-confidence vote, 
casting him as a “true friend of  
Ukraine.”

“I’m glad we haven’t lost an im-
portant ally, this is great news,” 
Zelensky said.

This wasn’t simply polite rheto-
ric. Few Western leaders have teth-
ered themselves as closely to the 
Ukrainian cause as Johnson, who 
championed weapons transfers to 
Ukraine early and visited Kyiv in 
April, walking about the Ukraini-
an capital with Zelensky. In May, 
he became the first foreign leader 
since Russia’s invasion began to 
speak to Ukraine’s parliament.

“You have exploded the myth 
of  [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin’s invincibility and you have 
written one of  the most glorious 
chapters in military history and in 
the life of  your country,” Johnson 
said via video address. “The so-
called irresistible force of  Putin’s 
war machine has broken on the 
immovable object of  Ukrainian 
patriotism and love of  country.”

Johnson, ever eager to summon 
the spirit of  Winston Churchill, 
described the brave Ukrainian re-
sistance as the country’s “finest 
hour,” one “that will be remem-
bered and recounted for genera-
tions to come.”

Over the course of  the war, 
Johnson has set himself  up as 
Western Europe’s most vociferous 
anti-Russian hawk. Free of  the 
obligations of  European Union 
membership and its drives toward 
political consensus within the con-
tinental bloc, Johnson has taken 
a more strident line in defense of  
Ukraine’s interests. His position 
has made him a frequent target 
of  Russian state media, geopoliti-
cal animosity he may welcome as 
his government struggles to craft 
post-Brexit Britain’s new “global” 
identity.

On the day of  the no-confidence 
vote, Johnson tweeted an image 
of  himself  in 10 Downing Street, 
on the phone with Zelensky, along 
with a message offering “long-
term” support for Ukraine. After 
surviving the vote, Johnson’s of-
fice once more pivoted to Ukraine, 
releasing a statement following 
a cabinet meeting insisting that it 
was “vital” that Zelensky not be 
“pressured into accepting a bad 
peace” deal and that “the world 
must avoid any outcome where 
Putin’s unwarranted aggression 
appears to have paid off.”

It’s a tacit riposte to other prom-
inent voices, both in the West and 
outside, calling for dialogue be-
tween Kyiv and Moscow to swift-
ly end the war and stabilize a mas-
sively troubled global economy.

Johnson’s enthusiasm has not 
gone unnoticed in Ukraine. A 
town near the port city of  Odesa 
has reportedly named a street after 
the British prime minister. A bou-
gie bakery in Kyiv even concocted 
a special pastry in his honor — an 
apple and cinnamon cake deco-
rated with a frilly coating of  me-
ringue on top, in homage to John-
son’s consistently unkempt mop of  
hair.

“Boris Johnson is not just a 
prime minister but is also now a 
croissant,” the establishment an-
nounced on its Instagram account, 
according to the Telegraph.

In Britain, few are finding John-
son so sweet. The prime minister 
came under fire, as Today’s World-
view’s Adam Taylor noted a few 
months ago, for his history of  ties 
to Russian oligarchs, links that ex-
tend to much of  the Tory political 
firmament. As mayor of  London, 
he presided over a status quo that 
saw a web of  shadowy foreign 
elites park their capital in the Brit-
ish capital. The war prompted, 
critics contended, a much-delayed 
government backlash against the 
infiltration of  illicit wealth across 
the country’s economy.

Moreover, for all his loud-throat-
ed cheering of  Ukraine’s war ef-

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, right, and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson walk along a 
street after a meeting in Kyiv. 

Foreign News  

A 
Jamaican legislator is ask-
ing the country’s parlia-
ment to name reggae leg-

end Bob Marley a national hero, 
an effort that comes amid rising 
nationalism in English-speaking 
Caribbean countries that are dis-
tancing themselves from their co-
lonial past.

The proposal by lawmaker Lisa 
Hanna would make the iconic 
singer a national hero, a title al-
ready held by seven Jamaicans 
including Black nationalist leader 
Marcus Garvey and the nation’s 
first prime minister Alexander 
Bustamante.

It comes months after Barbados 
bestowed a similar honor on pop 
singer Rihanna during a Novem-
ber ceremony in which the island 
severed its ties to the British mon-
archy and created a republic - a 
process Jamaica is also consider-
ing.

“Bob Marley deserves that rec-
ognition because he lived a very 
short life that transformed the 
thinking of  people around the 
world,” Hanna told Reuters in an 
interview at her Kingston office.

It is not immediately evident 
when parliament will vote on the 
measure. Hanna hopes it will be 
approved in time for the 60th an-
niversary of  the country’s inde-
pendence on Aug 6.

Marley was born in 1945 in the 
rural parish of  St. Ann to a white 
English father and a Black Jamai-
can mother.

When he was 12, he moved to Bob Marley

Trench Town in Kingston, where 
he and musicians Bunny Wailer 
and Peter Tosh developed what 
would become a globally recog-
nized reggae sound. Marley died 
in 1981 of  melanoma, a form of  
skin cancer.

His rise to fame helped create a 
positive image for Jamaica, which 
at the time was beset by deep po-
litical division that played out in 
violent street confrontations and 
shootouts between gangs of  op-
posing ideologies.

“It was the possibility that 
Jamaica could actually have a 
superstar in the middle of  the 
poverty and the violence,” said 
Matthew Smith, a Jamaican his-
torian at the University College 
of  London.

Marcia Griffiths, who sang for 
years with Marley, including on 
classic tracks such as “No Wom-
an, No Cry,” also supports Han-
na’s proposal.

“Bob is a legend and an icon 
who has done so much for the 
entire world,” she said in an in-
terview. “The power and the force 
of  music can change the world, 
and that is why God gave us a 
man like Bob.” 

fort, Johnson and his government 
have accommodated far fewer 
Ukrainian refugees than other 
European partners. In May, John-
son was compelled to stress that 
Ukrainian asylum seekers would 
not be shipped off  to Rwanda, the 
African nation 4,000 miles away 
where Britain is now bent on send-
ing its asylum seekers.

Starting even before Russia 

launched its invasion, analysts 
spied in Johnson’s embrace of  
Ukraine a desperate bid to sum-
mon the legacy of  Margaret 
Thatcher’s Falklands War. Thatch-
er faced rising inflation and mount-
ing domestic anger at her agenda, 
but the victorious conflict over Ar-
gentina in 1982 helped power her 
to reelection and set up a decade 
of  nation-revamping rule.

“It was a minor post-colonial 
conflict, yet victory in the Atlantic 
helped reinforce her reputation as 
the Iron Lady, one with Churchil-
lian echoes, whose resolute leader-
ship at a moment of  crisis helped 
make Britain great again after a 
decade or more of  drift and de-
cline,” wrote Steven Fielding, a 
professor of  political history at the 
University of  Nottingham.
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairman of  All 
Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) 

Rev Augustine Ehiemere 
has urged Igbos to salvage 
their name by identifying 
with APGA in 2023 polls. 
The party Chairman de-
scribed as disgrace, the 
manner the candidates of  
South East lost out in recent 
PDP and APC presidential 
primaries, held in Abuja. 
Ehiemere stated this at par-
ty secretariat in Umuahia 
while addressing the press 
on some invents in the Abia, 
especially the recent gover-
norship primary of  APGA 
in the State. He made it 
clear that APGA is the only 
political party that can pro-
tect the interests of  people 
of  old Eastern region in 
development, security, em-
ployment and investment. 
The party also rubbished 
some social media reports 
where a former guber aspir-
ant, Sir Chikwe Udensi was 
proclaimed as the authentic 
guber candidate of  APGA 
for 2023.

The party made it clear 
that Udensi came last in the 
recently concluded gover-
norship primary with only 
12 votes while Prof  Greg-
ory Ibe won the primary 
election.

APGA informed Abians 
that Udensi’s claim of  being 
the party’s candidate is not 
only baseless, but a delib-
erate attempt to disparage 
and malign the integrity of  
APGA in Abia. Ehiemere 
maintained that his party 
conducted the most credi-
ble guber primary election 
in Abia State, where every 

APC, PDP have rubbished Igbos
- Abia APGA Chairman

aspirant of  the party was 
given a level playing ground 
to prove his popularity and 
acceptance to the delegates. 
He lamented that Chikwe 
Udensi after addressing 
party delegates, sneaked out 
from the Kolping hall ven-
ue of  APGA primary and 
went to a hotel in another 
part of  Umuahia  to ille -
gally declare himself  as the 
party’s authentic candidate. 
The party revealed that 
Udensi allegedly blocked 
some progressive-minded 
personalities from joining 
APGA, with the claims 
that he had already been 
anointed by the national 
leadership of  APGA as 
candidate for Abia.

APGA also denied de-
manding money from 
Udensi to allow him get the 
guber ticket, making it clear 
that “No such demand was 
made by our party .Chikwe 
Udensi has never contrib-
uted a dime to this party in 
the last three years.”

The party pointed out 
that a delegate list of  Aro-
chukwu Ward 3 which in 
approved by both nation-
al and State secretariat of  
APGA were different from 
the one held by Udensi, 
suggesting that early dis-
covery of  Udensi’s alleged 
plans may have made him 
to sneak out to another 
venue to announce himself  
APGA candidate. “Any 
further attempt by Udensi 
to malign the integrity of  
the party shall attract se-
vere penalty”, said APGA. 
He appealed to all defeat-
ed aspirants to join hands 
with the winner, Prof  Ibe to 
win the Abia governorship 
and other elective positions 
while advising them against 
going to Court.

Labour Party factional 
presidential candidate, Jude 
Ezenwafor withdraws from race

R
eports have con-
firmed that a fac-
tional candidate 

of  the Labour Party, Jude 
Ezenwafor, has withdrawn 
from the presidential race. 

This may not be uncon-
nected with the informa-
tion that INEC has on 
its website, showing the 
authentic leadership of  
the party was the one that 
produced Peter Obi as the 
presidential candidate.

The Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) on its website 
recognised the Labour 

Party’s leadership struc-
ture that elected former 
Anambra governor, Peter 
Obi as its presidential can-
didate.

The party is factional-
ised with a faction produc-
ing Obi as its presidential 
candidate and another one 
producing Jude Ezenwafor 
as its candidate ahead of  
the 2023 general elections.

The withdrawal of  Jude 
Ezenwafor is coming 
24hrs after a congress was 
conducted in Abuja to pro-
duce his candidacy.

We only recognise Peter Obi’s Labour 
Party faction – NLC

T
he Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) 
says it only recognis-

es the Labour Party faction 
that produced Peter Obi as 
its presidential candidate.

This was contained in 
a statement issued by the 
National President of  the 
NLC, Ayuba Wabba.

“The leadership of  the 
NLC and TUC recognize 
the leadership of  the La-
bour Party led by Barr. Ju-
lius Abure, a former trade 
union leader and workers 
are part of  the leadership,” 
he said in the statement on 
Thursday.

“The NLC and TUC are 
aware of  only one presi-
dential primary which was 
held in Asaba, Delta State 
on 30th May 2022 and 
produced HE Peter Obi as 
its presidential candidate 
and standard-bearer.”

It said INEC monitored 
the exercise and only rec-
ognises the leadership of  
Barr. Abure and the Na-
tional Secretary of  the 
Labour Party Farouk Ibra-
him. According to him, 
the TUC and NLC gave 
their full support to the 
processes which produced 
Obi as the party’s presi-

Imo CP decorates newly promoted Of�cers on thier new ranks in Owerri.

dential candidate.
“This, therefore, serves 

as a public disclaimer on 
Mr Calistus Okafor. We 
warn the general public to 
steer clear of  Calistus Oka-
for and characters who 

might want to cash in on 
the popularity of  the La-
bour Party to hoodwink, 
extort and swindle unsus-
pecting members of  the 
public,” he added.

... Endorses Peter Obi

Democracy Day: FG declares Monday 
public holiday

T
he Federal Govern-
ment, through the 
Ministry of  Interior, 

has declared Monday, June 
13, as a public holiday in 
commemoration of  Nige-
ria’s Democracy Day which 
comes up on June 12. 

The Minister of  Interi-
or, Ogbeni Rauf  Aregbe-
sola, made this known in 
a statement signed by the 
Permanent Secretary of  the 
Ministry, Dr M. L. Shuaib 
Belgore, on Thursday. 

He congratulated Nigeri-
ans and urged all citizens to 
support the present admin-
istration in its efforts at en-
suring a secured, united and 
prosperous nation. 

Aregbesola admonished 

Nigerians to use the occa-
sion to reflect on the long 
journey the country has 
made towards the enthrone-
ment of  civil democratic 
order, before Independence 
in 1960 till date and the sac-
rifices of  our patriots.

“As we mark another De-
mocracy Day in the history 
of  our dear country, let us 
reflect on the efforts of  our 
founding fathers and ensure 
that Nigeria remains one 
united, secured, peaceful 
and an indivisible entity, 
noting that no development 
can take place in an acrimo-
nious environment. 

“With the challenges we 
face in Nigeria today, I see 
an opportunity for us not to 

break up or break down, but 
to break open; open up to 
ourselves in truth so that we 
may appreciate each other, 
understand each other, hon-
our each other and live to-
gether in peace and prosper-
ity,” Aregbesola was quoted 
as saying.

The former governor of  
Osun State also enjoined 
Nigerians to keep faith with 
democracy, stating that al-
though it might not have 
brought the best of  expecta-
tions, keeping to it is better 
than alternatives which have 
proved ruinous and disas-
trous to the nation. 

“There will surely be light 
at the end of  the tunnel,” he 
added.

Gunmen kidnap Ebonyi Govt 
House cameraman, demands N50m
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
unmen have kid-
napped the Ebonyi 
Government House 

cameraman, Uchenna 

Nwube along the Okig-
we-Aba-Enugu Highway 
in Abia State. Nwube, who 
was allowed access to his 
phone by the kidnappers, 
told journalists that he was 
kidnapped on Wednesday 
at about 7 p.m. “I was kid-
napped today, June 8 while 
returning to Abakaliki from 
Aba and I had some people 
in my car. “Right now, they 
(kidnappers) are demand-
ing N50 million as ransom, 
which I do not know how 
and when I can get such 
money. 

Please, I need help,” he 
told fellow journalists over 
the phone. When contact-
ed, the spokesman of  the 
Ebonyi Police Command, 
SP Chris Anyanwu who 
confirmed the incident said 
contact has been established 
with Uchenna’s abductors, 
adding that they are de-
manding N50 million to re-
lease the victim.m SP Chris 
who stated that the incident 
occurred around the Abia 
and Imo State axis of  the 
expressway, advised those 
plying that route to be more 
vigilant.
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Atiku releases economic agenda, vows
to break govt’s monopoly

Extend voter registration 
deadline for S/East’s sake
- Peter Obi tells INEC

T
he presidential can-
didate of  the Labour 
Party has called on 

the Independent National 
Electoral Commission to 
extend the voter registration 
exercise across the country 
as the deadline for registra-
tion of  new Permanent Vot-
er Cards draws close. 

Obi made the call via his 
Twitter handle on Thursday 
stating that voter registra-
tion across the country and 
especially in the South East 
had been impeded by bu-
reaucratic bottlenecks. 

INEC had earlier extend-
ed the deadline for online 
registration for new PVCs 
from May 31, 2022, to June 
30, 2022. However, the elec-
toral umpire maintained the 
deadline for all registrations 
on June 30. 

The former presidential 
aspirant under the Peoples 
Democratic Party called on 
INEC to facilitate a speedy 
registration of  voters for 
them to be able to exercise 
their constitutional rights.

“Information reaching 
me indicates that voter reg-
istration across Nigeria, 

more so in the South East, 
is dogged by inertia & bu-
reaucratic bottlenecks. I re-
spectfully call on [INEC] to 
facilitate speedy registration 
of  Nigerians to enable them 
[to] exercise their voting 
rights,” Obi wrote.

As the 2023 general elec-
tions draw close, many Ni-
gerians have lamented the 
difficulty in getting their 
PVCs within the timeframe 
provided by INEC.

Anambra State govt forges alliance with 
Ministry of Health to kick out malaria

T
he Anambra State 
Ministry of  Health, 
in collaboration 

with the Federal Ministry 
of  Health and the Open 
Philanthropic Funding 
through the Malaria Con-
sortium, is working to 
bridge a secondary gap in 
the efforts of  the Soludo 
administration to check-
mate cases of  malaria in 
Anambra households.

Yesterday, Governor 
Soludo, in the company of  
his wife, Dr. Nonye Solu-
do, flagged-off  the free 
distribution of  3.8million 
Insecticide Treated Nets 
(ITNs) to individuals and 
households in the State in 
the fight against malaria 
which has perennially re-
mained the number one 
public health problem in 
Nigeria, causing deaths 
in under-fives, infants and 

pregnant women.
Over the years, most 

households have either jet-
tisoned the use of  the ITN 
or improperly deployed it 
in ways that is not fit for 
purpose. It is for this reason 
that Dr Nonye Soludo was 
invested as the Net Ambas-
sador of  the State — a posi-

tion of  advocacy for the use 
and proper deployment of  
ITN in the fight against the 
Malaria scourge.

The fight against malaria 
is a collective responsibility 
that requires multi-level and 
multi-sectoral collabora-
tion. Interestingly, the An-
ambra State Government 

is leading the charge in this 
regard, and would contin-
ue to support all effort to 
make Anambra communi-
ties malaria-free.

August 2nd to 8th, 2022 
has been slated for the 
commencement of  distri-
bution of  the ITNs across 
the 21 LGAs.

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party presiden-
tial candidate, Atiku 

Abubakar, has released his 
economic agenda guiding 
principle, with a vow to break 
government monopoly in all 
infrastructural sectors.

The former Vice President 
stated this in his agenda re-
leased on his Twitter page on 
Thursday titled, ‘The three 
guiding principles of  my eco-
nomic agenda’.

According to him, our 
economic agenda has a 
comprehensive objective of  
providing a more hospitable 
environment for businesses 
to thrive.

With thriving businesses, 
Atiku said, his administra-
tion would create jobs and 
wealth for Nigerian citizens.

The main opposition presi-
dential candidate said, “And 
to achieve these, I have three 
guiding principles to go by:

“Reaffirm the criticality of  
private-sector leadership and 
greater private sector par-
ticipation in development; 
while repositioning the pub-
lic sector to focus on its core 
responsibility of  facilitation 
and enabling the appropriate 
legal and regulatory frame-
work for rapid economic and 
social development.

“Break government mo-
nopoly in all infrastructural 
sectors, including the refin-
eries, rail transportation and 

power transmission and give 
private investors a larger role 
in funding and managing the 
sectors, thus emulating the 
benefits accrued in the oil 
and gas and telecom sectors.

“Allow the market great-
er leverage in determining 
prices. This way we shall 
eliminate the persistent price 
distortions occasioned by 
current interventionist ex-
change rate management 
policy. Government inter-
vention, where absolutely 
necessary, will be done re-
sponsibly and judiciously.”

Akelicious reports that 
Atiku won the party’s presi-
dential ticket during a special 
national convention held in 
Abuja on May 28 and 29, 
2022, after scoring 371 votes 
to beat 11 other aspirants.

During the PDP presiden-
tial primary held at the Mos-
hood Abiola Stadium, Atiku 
polled 371 votes to defeat 
Wike, who got 237 votes; a 
former President of  the Sen-
ate, Bukola Saraki, 70 votes; 
the Akwa Ibom State Gov-
ernor, Emmanuel Udom, 38 
votes; the Bauchi State Gov-
ernor, Bala Mohammed, 20 
votes; a former Secretary to 
the Government of  the Fed-
eration, Anyim Pius Anyim, 
14 votes and an ex-President 
of  Pharmaceutical Society of  
Nigeria, Sam Ohuabunwa, 
one vote.

Uzodimma moves to end gun violence amidst security concerns in Imo

T
he State Government 
has expressed its read-
iness towards collabo-

rating with all Civil Organ-
izations in a bid to address 
the security concerns in the 
State.

The State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma dis-
closed this on Wednesday 
at a one day event organized 
by the National Union of  
Road Transport Workers, 
NURTW, in partnership with 
West Africa Action Network 
on Small Arms,(WAANSA), 
held at Sam Mbakwe Hall 

Concord Hotels Owerri.
Governor Uzodimma 

who was represented at the 
event by the Special Advis-
er and General Manager 
of  Owerri Capital Devel-
opment Authority,l Engr. 
Francis Chukwu described 
the event with the theme 
“Campaign against Gun Vi-
olence” as very apt, timely 
and a thoughtful one given 
the current security situation 
in Nigeria.

The Governor expressed 
delight over the initiative 
of  West Africa Action on 

Small Arms in partnership 
with National Union of  
Road Transport Workers 
and assured of  the continued 
support and collaboration 
of  His Administration to 
critical Stakeholders in a col-
lective effort geared towards 
enthroning enduring peace 
in the State 

While stressing that secu-
rity of  lives and property is 
a collective responsibility of  
all and sundry, the Governor 
emphasized that His Shared 
Prosperity Government is 
leaving no stone unturned 

APC primary: I passed character test by
not paying any delegate – Pastor Bakare

P
astor Tunde Bakare 
has reacted to his fail-
ure to secure a single 

vote from the delegates at 
the just concluded APC 
Presidential primary.

Bakare who was one 
of  the contenders for the 
party’s presidential ticket 
for the 2023 elections had 
vowed never to step down 
for anyone and that he is 

convinced he would step 
up to becoming the 16th 
President of  Nigeria.

At the end of  the prima-
ry, results collated showed 
he had zero votes. React-
ing to this development, 
Bakare in a statement re-
leased today said him not 
recording a single vote at 
the contest showed he had 
passed the test of  character 

and courage by not paying 
delegates. 

”I am happy that I have 
passed the test of  character 
by not paying any delegate. 
I passed the test of  courage, 
by speaking the truth in the 
midst of  wolves and the test 
of  conviction by standing 
true to my beliefs. Those 
who will make a difference 
must be different”, he said.

in its determination to erad-
icate insecurity in the State.

Speaking further through 
the OCDA helmsman, the 
number one citizen of  Imo 
State said “The State Gov-
ernment is pleased with this 
development and feels also 
encouraged by the support 
accorded to the efforts al-
ready in place in order to 
address the security issues 
bedeviling our society”.

The Governor promised 
the Union that Imo State 
Government will continue to 
open the window of  partner-

ship for the actualization of  
positive results, while urging 
them to sustain their ideol-
ogy in achieving a peaceful 
society that will attract inves-
tors for businesses to thrive.

In his address, the Presi-
dent of  WAANSA, Timitope 
Lamide, said that the essence 
of  the event was to promote 
the Vanguard against the use 
of  illegal arms, so as to have 
a lasting peace and develop-
ment in the society. 

The event also attracted 
the presence of  Heads of  Se-
curity in Imo State.

Archbishop Emeritus and Apostolic Administrator of the Catholic Archdiocese of Owerri, Most Rev. Anthony JV Obinna, 
marks Golden Jubilee of Priesthood, held at the Asumpta Cathedral Owerri, on Thursday. Deputy Governor of Imo State, 
Prof. Placid Njoku, former VC of FUTO, Prof. Jude Njoku are among dignitaries who graced the event.



t is not about what you Iwear, but how you wear 
it.
Putting a look together 

is not easy, especially when 
you are a busy celebrity 
w h o s e  i m a g e s  a n d 
appearance is of  utmost 
importance. 

Celebrities seek the 
help of  experts known as 
s ty l i s t s.  According  to 
Zippia, stylist are known for 
"providing fashion advice, 
choosing the appropriate 
clothing...maintaining the 
f a s h i o n  s t y l e ,  a n d 
supervising photoshoots." 

Stylists are a must-have 
for every celebrity and in 
Nigeria, certain stylists are 
at the top of  the league. 

Here are the top 5 
celebrity stylists in Nigeria; 

1. Medlin Boss 
Medlin is a stylist every 

celebrity would want on 
their payroll. We cannot be 
having a conversat ion 
about styling in Nigeria 
without Medlin Boss. 

There is no famous 
Nigerian actress that hasn't 
been styled by Medlin Boss, 
from Tacha to Ini Edo to 
Nancy Isime, all of  them 
can boast of  Medlin Boss' 
styling. 

Known for her wide 

pants and structured gowns 
Medlin is a pro at what she 
does. 

2. Yolanda Okereke 
Yolanda is an award-

winning wardrobe stylist 
known for shows like 'King 
of  Boys', 'Castle & Castle' 
and even 'Blood Sisters'. 

O u t f i t s  s t y l e d  b y 
Yolanda are always classy 
and refined. 

Her celebrity roster 
includes Rita Dominic, 
Kate Henshaw and Venita 
Akpofure. Most of  Nengi 
Hampson's red carpet looks 
can be attributed to the 
styling of  Yolanda. 

3. Dami Oke 
Yo u  k n o w  t h o s e 

fabulous looks we see on 
Toke Makinwa, Idia Aisien 
and Tems?Well, we have 
Dami Oke to thank for 
them. 

Even if  for just the work 
she does on Toke who looks 
fabulous all the time, Dami 
Oke certainly deserves 
some accolades. 

Her exper tise is in 
mix ing  and  match ing 
luxury brands. 

4. Swanky Jerry 
As he popularly says 

'no swanky no styling'. 
Swanky  i s  known for 
styling celebrities like Erica 

Nlewedim, Idia Aisien, 
Nengi and Mercy Eke. 

Word on the streets is 
that Swanky Jerry does not 
come cheap. He is also 
known for making bold 
fashion choices. 

4. Style Infidel 
Even though we are not 

a big fan of  his style which 
includes pulling his trousers 
up to his stomach, we 
certainly love his styling 
which always comes out 
clean, crisp and classy. 

Celebrities on his roster 
are Nancy Isime, Dakore 
Egbuson and Rita Dominic 
and many more. 

5. Flo styling 
Getting a personal 

picture of  the person in 
charge of  Flo's styling was a 
hassle but one thing is for 
sure, Flo certainly knows 
fashion. 

He has been in the 
fashion industry for a long 
time and can be credited 
with some looks from 
Omotola Jalade Ekeinde, 
Mercy Eke, Maria Chike 
Benjamin, Liquorose and 
Nengi. 

He is good at colour 
blocking - when it comes to 
putting vibrant colours 
together, you have to give it 
up to Flo. 
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efore proposing to that By o u r  g o r g e o u s 
woman, be sure to ask 

as many marriage-relevant 
questions as possible.

For couples who have 
been together in a loving 
relationship and have now 
begun to think of  proposing 
and taking the relationship to 
the next level, there are 
important questions that need 
to be asked; some intimate 
i s s u e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e 
intentionally poked into; and 
honest answers that must be 
d r aw n ,  n o  m a t t e r  h ow 
scandalous they turn out to 
be. 

For the guy [or babe] who 
chooses to propose, you must 
first ask yourself  questions to 
ascertain your own readiness 
and qualification for such 
huge step; and then there are 
questions you have to ask 
your partner, too. 

Getting into a marriage, 
as romantic as it is, is pretty 
much like a entering into 
cont rac tua l  ag reement . 
Before agreeing to a contract, 
you are logically expected to 
ask  re levant  ques t ions ; 
q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h ,  t o  a 
reasonably large extent, clear 
any doubts you may have. It is 
called due diligence. 

r i e n d s h i p - w i t h -Fbenefits [FWB] is a 
k ind  o f  sex -heavy 

relationship which excludes 
emotional attachment and 
commitment.  While  the 
concept is in essence against 
the tenets of  traditional 
relationships, it is still an 
obvious reality in today's 
society.

Being different from 
relationships as we know it, 
the rules that guide the 
operation of  this special union 
are also very different from the 
relationship rules you might 
be familiar with. 

S o ,  h e r e  a r e  s e v e n 
important rules to guide you 
through it if  you ever find 
yourself  in one: 

1. Love's not welcome 
here 

The possibility that one 
or both of  you will start 
catching feelings is pretty 
high. 

Allowing these feelings to 
b lossom changes  th ings 
dramatically. Acting on them 
graduates the relationship 
f r o m  F W B  t o  a  p r o p e r 
relationship. And that's not 
OK unless, you both decide 
that is what you really want. 

2. Sext, don't text 
The only text message 

you should be sending a friend 
with benefits is “my place or 
yours?” 

If  you text in the same 

manner as normal boyfriends 
and girlfriends do, you leave 
room for awkwardness and 
confusion to creep in. 

3. Dates are for couples, 
not you 

This one is very tricky as 
there might be need to get food 
together at some point along 
the line. If  this need arises, 
don't treat it as a date in a 
romantic sense. 

And going together to 
any other event or occasion is 
so not allowed in this kind of  
relationship. These are the 
types of  things that make 
people catch feelings. 

And you don't want to 
catch feelings here. Chances 
of  having those feelings 
unreciprocated are really high. 

4. You can't do this with 
a friend 

Friends with benefits is a 
relationship that works best 
with someone you've recently 
met and haven't really bonded 
with. You don't want to ruin 
great friendships with this. 

I f  you  a re  hope les s 
romantic, this is not the best 
for you either, as it is a 
completely watered down 
ve r s i o n  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  
relationship you'll really be 
longing for. 

5. No jealousy 
No matter how good the 

sex is, never ever feel entitled 
to it. Your 'partner' is not yours 

and getting entitled will breed 
feelings of  jealousy. 

All that stuff  has no place 
in a FWB relationship. 

6. You're allowed to 
meet new people 

FWB is usually what 
people do when they're not 
ready for relationships but you 
still need to regularly satisfy 
their sexual cravings. 

When the time comes 
though, don't shut out new 
people because you have an 
ongoing FWB relationship. 

You owe him/her no 
loyalty or anything like that. 

7. No introduction to 
friends 

Your friends and family 
don't need to know about 
them. Nope. 

And the concept applies 
t o  m a r r i a g e - i n t e n d e d 
relationships, too! 

So, before proposing to 
your babe, the one with the 
gorgeous eyes and lips as 
satisfying as honey-suckle, 
make sure you ask as many 
questions as possible. And be 
intentional about each and 
every one of  those questions. 

There won't be time to 
ask all the questions at once, 
or in a single sitting. It is even 
advised, as a matter of  
wisdom, to ask some of  these 
s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s 
spontaneously, when he/she 
is unsuspecting. 

N o t e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t 
important thing here is to first 
be sure of  what you want; 
what matters most to you, the 
things you can never joke 
with; core values that you can 
never bend or break and then 
tailor those questions around 
these things. 

Most times, this means 
that there will be customised 
questions that are peculiar 
and tailor-made for you and 
that relationship. However, 
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  g e n e r a l 
questions that usually apply 
t o  m a j o r i t y,  i f  n o t  a l l 
relationships. 

Here are 15 of  those 

questions that should guide 
you  to  make  wi se  p re -
marriage inquiries 

1.  Do you still have 
feelings for an ex? 

2.  What 's  your love 
language Do you even believe 
in love languages? 

3. How do you handle 
stress, pressure? 

4. What's your take on 
feminism generally? What do 
you think of  gender roles in 
marriages? 

ather round, ladies, 

Gt h i s  i s  F e m a l e 
Orgasms 101.

The female orgasm is one 
of  the most wonderful feelings 
in the world but has been an 
enigmatic concept for a long 
time; only very few people 
know how to achieve it, or how 
it feels to have one. 

Since knowledge will 
expel ignorance, let 's get 
straight into telling you all you 
need to know about this topic. 

How does the female 
orgasm feel? 

During orgasm, muscles 
contract, heart rate increases, 
blood flows into the vagina, 
vulva becomes swollen, the 

ipples! People of  all 

Ngenders have them, 
but when it comes to 

sex and pleasure, the focus is 
normally laid on women's 
nipples only. So let's dive into 
the less commonly explored 
wo r l d  o f  m a l e  n i p p l e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o m m o n 
misconceptions, tips and tricks 
and the orgasmic potential. 
T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 
misconception about male 
nipples is that they are not as 
sensitive as women's nipples. 
This is simply not true. 

In fact, some men need 
nipple stimulation in order to 
come or to be able to come 
more quickly or intensely. 

One 2018 study found 52% 
of  men ages 18 to 22 found 
nipple stimulation sexually 

arousing, whether enhancing 
arousal or actually triggering it. 

M a l e  n i p p l e  p l a y 
techniques to try: 

Brushing
Br ush ing  the  n ipp les 

lightly with the tips of  your 
fingers can feel extremely 
pleasurable. You can vary the 
pressure as you see how your 
partner responds. 

Pinching
Squeeze  be tween  the 

thumb and forefinger, and 
gently yank them toward you. 

Licking
Licking can be a surefire 

hit. Experiment with making 
your tongue hard and soft, and 
vary the pressure, speed, and 
direction. Start by kissing 
around the chest, and work 
your way to the nipple. You can 

take the nipple between your 
lips and kind of  "make out" 
with it. Check to see how your 
partner responds. 

Sucking
The technique that you 

might use to suck someone's 
clit can be transferred pretty 
seamlessly over to a nipple. 
Create a small vacuum around 
the nipple and then run your 
tongue over it. Good stuff. 

Can men orgasm from 
nipple play? 

In the same way that some 
women can orgasm from 
nipple play alone, some men 
are capable of  the same 
phenomenon. 

For some men, there is a 
direct link between the nerves 
in their nipples and sensations 
in their penis. 

Men can get an erection 

from nipple play and might 
even orgasm from nipple 
stimulation alone. 

To make this  type of  
orgasm happen, you'll likely 
have to find the sensation 
patterns that your partner feels 
most aroused by and then be 
willing to stick with those for a 
while. 

A nipplegasm may take 
longer than it would if  he was 
getting direct stimulation to his 
penis and his nipples at the 
same time. 

Some men will  l ike a 
variety of  stimulation, while 
others will need one type of  
stimulation for a while. In 
order to get his perfect combo, 
ask him to show you how he 
touches his own nipples or how 
he might like you to touch 
them. 

clitoris expands - almost like a 
man's erection - and the vagina 
becomes wet as a result of  the 
f r i c t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
dopamine and endorphin 
powered sensation known as 
orgasms. 

The amazing thing is 
when sex is done right, she can 
have multiple orgasms in quick 
succession. 

I asked some women to 
describe what orgasms feel like 
for them and this is what they 
said: 

Sienna: “It feels like a 
volcanic eruption like I can't speak 
or move.” 

Bisi: “It feels like heaven, it's 
so good.” 

Susan: “It feels like a release, 
I feel so light [afterwards].” 

How long does it take for a 
woman to orgasm? 

One in six women has 
never experienced orgasm - 
and for most women, it takes a 
long time. 

Studies reveal that it takes 
women an average of  13 
minutes and 25 seconds to 
orgasm. This is called orgasmic 
latency - the time between 
arousal and orgasm. 

I asked some women how 
long it takes for them to orgasm 
based on the time it takes for a 
song to start and finish. 

So, assuming most songs 
last for three minutes and 
above, most women said two to 
three songs was enough for 
them to climax. 

What prevents women 
from orgasms? 

S t res s,  anx ie ty,  pas t 
trauma like rape, old age, 
difficulty in feeling aroused, 

and lack of  lubrication. 
How to experience female 

orgasms? 
Women need to take their 

orgasms in their hands. So 
much can be done to make 
them feel great about sexual 
experiences. 

Here are some things to 
do… 

1. Know your body 
Know thyself  is cardinal. 

Your body is yours to explore - 
alone or with your partner. 

Every woman should be 
well-versed in her body, she 
should know what and where 
turns her on and what will lead 
her to orgasm. 

Is it hands, mouth or 
actual penetration that will 
make you feel good? What's 
the right speed? Find out these 
things for a good time. 

For Bisi, “my libido is 
usually high, so it doesn't take me 
much to orgasm. But when I like 
the guy or have a crush on him, the 
feeling is heightened. 

Sienna will orgasm, “when 
he holds me tightly.” 

2. Set the mood 
Are you a light on or off  

person? Do you want dim 
l ights?  Scented candles? 
Music? Freshly bathed bodies? 

Since everything stems 
from knowledge, consider 
what can sets the mood for 
you. 

3. Auditory aids 
Some women get aroused 

from words. Sexting or talking 
dirty or sweetly to them is 
enough to make them want to 
rip their clothes off. 

Cuddle and then share 
some sweet sexual imagery and 

affectionate words with your 
partner. 

You  migh t  a l so  l i ke 
running commentary during 
intercourse, perhaps men 
praising your skills and telling 
you things he loves or enjoys 
about being with you. 

4. Let yourself go 
Being in your head is one 

of  the worst things you can do. 
Dami, who I asked about this, 
said: “my partner usually gives 
me head and wants me to squirt 
but I feel it is pee, so I hold 
back.” 

Meanwhile, squirting is 
simply the expulsion of  urine 
during an orgasm and for many 
people, that's a kink. If  Dami 
lets herself  go, she just might 
squirt. 

5. Visual aids 
For some people, looking 

at erotica gets them in the 
mood. 

Though you shouldn't 
always rely on this as it could 
become an addiction, but if  
you want to shorten the time 
between arousal and orgasm, 
help yourself  to some erotic 
images and videos. 

L a s t ly,  u s e  a  l o t  o f  
lubrication. It's the magic 
substance on your way to 
orgasms. 

Store bought lube or olive 
oil, according to Medical News 
Today, “olive oil has the 
potential to dissolve latex 
condoms, which can increase 
the risk of  infection and 
unintended pregnancy”. 

Coconut oil, avocado oil 
a n d  a l o e  ve r a  a r e  g o o d 
alternatives. Stay away from 
saliva, vaseline and baby oil 
they cause infections. 

5. What do you think of  
money's role in a marriage? 

6. Is the idea of  a joint 
account repulsive to you? 

7. Do you think there's a 
limit one should stop at when 
it comes to religious beliefs 
and followership, or do you 
just follow all the way? 

8. How many kids do you 
wan t ?  Do  you  l i ke  b i g 
extended families or the 
small, intimate circle of  most 
important family members? 

9. When we fight, how do 
you think we should settle 
t h e m ?  A r e  y o u 
confrontational? Do you 
scream and shout and/or 
have long periods of  silence 
afterward? 

10. How are you when 
you are angry? 

11. Who do you listen to 
even at your angriest? Who 
and who do you consider as 
yo u r  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t 
system? 

12. Have you ever been in 
an abusive relationship – 
w h e t h e r  e m o t i o n a l  o r 
physical? 

13. Who is your role 
model on marital things? 
Whose marriage do you hope 
to emulate? Or do you just 
believe in forging your own 
path in a marriage as you go? 

14. If  you'd rate your sex 
drive on a scale of  1-10, what 
would it be? 

1 5 .  H o w  w a s  y o u r 
parents' marriage? Do you 
wish to have a marriage like 
theirs? 
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moking leads to disease 

Sand  d i sab i l i t y  and 
harms nearly every 

organ of  the body. Smoking 
causes cancer, heart disease, 
stroke, lung diseases, diabetes, 
and chronic obstr uct ive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), 
which includes emphysema 
and chronic  bronchi t i s. 
Smoking also increases risk 
for tuberculosis, certain eye 
diseases, and problems of  the 
immune system, including 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

No mat te r  how you 
s m o k e  i t ,  t o b a c c o  i s 
dangerous to your health. 
There are no safe substances 
in any tobacco products, from 
acetone and tar to nicotine 
and carbon monoxide. The 
substances you inhale don't 
just affect your lungs. They 
can affect your entire body.

Smoking can lead to a 
v a r i e t y  o f  o n g o i n g 
complications in the body, as 
well as long-term effects on 
your body systems. While 
smoking can increase your 
risk of  a variety of  problems 
over several years, some of  the 
bodily effects are immediate.

T o b a c c o  c o n t a i n s 
poisonous substances that 
affect people's health. Two of  
these poisons are:

Carbon monoxide: Car 
exhaust fumes also produce 
this substance, and it is fatal in 
large doses. It replaces oxygen 
in the blood and starves the 
organs of  oxygen, stopping 
t h e m  f r o m  f u n c t i o n i n g 
correctly. Tar: This is a sticky, 
brown substance that coats 
t h e  l u n g s  a n d  a f f e c t s 
breathing.

One of  the ingredients in 
tobacco is a mood-altering 
drug called nicotine. Nicotine 
reaches your brain in mere 
seconds and makes you feel 
more energized for a while. 
But as that effect wears off, 
you feel tired and crave more. 
Nicotine is extremely habit-
forming, which is why people 
find smoking so difficult to 
quit. Physical withdrawal 
from nicotine can impair your 
cognitive functioning and 
make you fee l  anxious, 
irritated, and depressed. 
Withdrawal can also cause 
h e a d a c h e s  a n d  s l e e p 
problems.

Smoking damages your 
entire cardiovascular system. 
Nicotine causes blood vessels 
to tighten, which restricts the 
flow of  blood. Over time, the 
ongoing narrowing, along 
with damage to the blood 
vessels, can cause peripheral 
artery disease. Smoking also 
r a i s e s  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e, 
weakens blood vessel walls, 
and increases blood clots. 
Together, this raises your risk 
of  stroke.

affected by the smoke whether 
he/she smokes or not.

Second -hand  smoke 
exposure contr ibutes  to 
approximately 41,000 deaths 
among non-smoking adults 
and 400 deaths in infants each 
year. Second-hand smoke 
causes stroke, lung cancer, 
and coronary heart disease in 
adults. Children who are 
exposed to second-hand 
smoke are at increased risk for 
s u d d e n  i n f a n t  d e a t h 
syndrome, acute respiratory 
infections, middle ear disease, 
m o r e  s e v e r e  a s t h m a , 
respiratory symptoms, and 
slowed lung growth.

Reasons to quit smoking
More than lung cancer
Yo u  k n ow  c i g a r e t t e 

smoking causes lung cancer 
and heart disease. You know it 
yellows your teeth. You know 
it wrinkles your skin, stains 
your fingers, and reduces your 
sense of  smell and taste.

However, you still haven't 
managed to quit. Well, just in 
c a s e  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  b e 
persuaded, here are seven 

eriod cramps are very Pcommon in women. 
A r o u n d  8 0 %  o f  

women experience period 
pain at some point in their 
lifetime. 

Most women experience 
this discomfort on the first 
day of  their monthly period. 
While period cramps can be 
a result of  underlying health 
conditions, some foods can 
aggravate its effects. The 
foods  you  ea t  p lay  an 
important role as your time 
of  the month draws close. 

Here are some food you 
need to avoid, close to or 
during that time of  the 
month: 

1. Salty foods 
Many people experience 

b loat ing  c lose  to  the i r 
monthly per iod due to 
hormonal changes. To avoid 
worsening the situation, you 
n e e d  t o  a v o i d  f o o d s 
containing a high amount of  
s o d i u m .  S u c h  f o o d s 
encourage water retention in 
the body which can also lead 
to bloating. 

2. Caffeine 
Caf fe ine  can  cause 

dehydration and this can 
worsen menstrual cramps 
a n d  d i s c o m f o r t . 
Consumption of  caffeine can 
also cause vasoconstriction- 
the narrowing of  blood 
vessels, including the uterus, 
which will definitely cause a 
lot of  discomfort. 

3. Processed foods 

Processed foods are 
made with chemicals and 
preservatives that can worsen 
water retention and bloating 
a n d  a l s o  m e s s  w i t h 
hor mones  and  l ead  to 
increased discomfort. They 
can also contain trans fat and 
saturated fat that causes and 
compound inflammation. 

4. Alcohol 
Consumption of  alcohol 

can cause dehydration in the 
body. It can also cause 
diarrhoea and digestive 
problems, and also hangover 
symptoms like headache, 
nausea, fatigue and vomiting 
which can all exacerbate 
period discomfort. 

5. Dairy products 
C o n s u m i n g  d a i r y 

products like milk, cheese, 
and cream during periods 
may cause discomfort. They 
are high in arachidonic acid 
which can act as a trigger for 
menstrual cramps. 

6. Red meat 
Eating red meat can also 

i n c r e a s e  p a i n  d u r i n g 
menstrual periods. The red 
meat contains acids that 
make the prostate glands 
very active and increases the 
pain. 

7. Fried foods 
Fried foods have high 

amounts of  trans-fat and can 
increase estrogen levels and 
cause discomfort and mood 
changes. 

constricts blood vessels to 
cause gangrene, it can cut off  
b l o o d  s u p p l y  t o  m a l e 
genitalia. Think Viagra or 
Cialis will work? Not so. The 
chemical reactions in the body 
that occur as a response to 
smoking render most erectile 
dysfunction (ED) medication 
useless.

Stroke
While your blood vessels 

a r e  r e s p o n d i n g  t o 
carcinogens, they could also 
shoot a dangerous blood clot 
up to your brain. If  the blood 
clot isn't fatal, it might still 
leave you with serious brain 
damage. 

Blindness
Keep smoking cigarettes 

and macular degeneration 
might kick in, leaving you 
u n a b l e  t o  s e e  b e c a u s e 
smoking choked the blood 
flow to your retina. It could 
also leave you permanently 
blind.

D e g e n e r a t i v e  d i s k 
disease

Our spines weren't meant 
to last forever, and smoking 
speeds up the degeneration 

Yo u ' r e  a l s o  a t  a n 
increased risk of  worsening 
heart disease if  you've already 
had heart bypass surgery, a 
heart attack, or a stent placed 
in a blood vessel.

S m o k i n g  n o t  o n l y 
impacts your cardiovascular 
health, but also the health of  
those around you who don't 
smoke. Exposure to second-
hand smoke carries the same 
risk to a non-smoker as 
someone who does smoke. 
Risks include stroke, heart 
attack, and heart disease.

Smoking can increase the 
likelihood of  having a stroke 
by 2–4 times. Strokes can 
cause brain damage and 
death. Chemicals in tobacco 
smoke increase the chance of  
h e a r t  p r o b l e m s  a n d 
cardiovascular  diseases. 
S m o k i n g  c a u s e s 
atherosclerosis, which is 
when plaque builds up in the 
blood and sticks to the artery 
walls.  This makes them 
narrower, reducing blood 
flow and increasing the risk of  
blood clots. Smoking also 
damages the blood vessels, 
making them thicker and 
narrower. This makes it 
harder for blood to flow, and 
also increases blood pressure 
and heart rate.

Females who smoke can 
h a v e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t y 
becoming pregnant. In males, 
smoking can cause impotence 
by damaging blood vessels in 
the penis. It can also damage 
sperm and affect sperm count.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s o m e 
studies, males who smoke 
have a lower sperm count than 
those who do not.

Smoking increases the 
risk of  many types of  cancer. 
Tobacco smoke contains 
around 7,000 chemicals, of  
which at least 69 can cause 
cancer. Lung cancer is the 
leading cause of  cancer death 
in both men and women. It is 
one of  the most difficult to 
treat. Cigars, pipe-smoking, 
menthol cigarettes, chewing 
tobacco, and other forms of  
tobacco all cause cancer and 
other health problems. There 
is no safe way to use tobacco; 
cigarettes contain about 600 
ingredients, many of  which 
can also be found in cigars and 
h o o k a h s .  W h e n  t h e s e 
i n g r e d i e n t s  b u r n ,  t h e y 
generate more than 7,000 
chemicals and many of  those 
chemicals are poisonous and 
at least 69 of  them are linked 
to cancer.

Children whose parents 
smoke are more prone to 
coughing, wheezing, and 
asthma attacks than children 
whose parents don't. They 
also tend to have higher rates 
of  pneumonia and bronchitis.

This is where second-
hand smoking comes in. 
a n yo n e  w h o  i s  a r o u n d 
someone who smokes will be 

more not-so-fun things you 
could get from smoking that 
you might not have known 
about.

Psoriasis
Smoking doesn't directly 

cause this itchy, plaque-skin 
a u t o i m m u n e  d i s o r d e r. 
However, there are two things 
that researchers know for 
certain about psoriasis: First, 
it has a genetic link. Second, 
smoking tobacco more than 
doubles the likelihood of  
developing psoriasis among 
those who carry the gene, 
according to the National 
Psoriasis Foundation.

Gangrene
You might have heard of  

gangrene. It occurs when 
t i s s u e  i n  y o u r  b o d y 
decomposes, and it results in 
unpleasant smells. When an 
extremity gets  cri t ical ly 
insufficient blood supply, it 
leads to gangrene. Long-term 
s m o k i n g  d o e s  t h a t  b y 
constricting blood vessels and 
reducing blood flow.

Impotence
In the same way that 

regular, long-term smoking 

process. The discs between 
your vertebrae lose fluid and 
become unable to properly 
protect  and suppor t  the 
vertebrae, leaving you with 
chronic back pain, herniated 
d i s k s ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y 
osteoarthritis (OA). 

Other cancers
You've heard about lung 

cancer it's usually the first 
thing people mention when 
giving you reasons to quit 
smoking. But don't forget 
these cancers:

Liver, kidney, or bladder, 
l i p  o r  m o u t h ,  t h r o a t , 
laryngeal, or oesophageal, 
stomach or colon, pancreatic, 
cervical and also Leukaemia 
is possible, too. Your risk for 
all of  these cancers increases 
the more you smoke.

If  you're ready to quit, 
there are lots of  ways to start 
on the path to becoming 
smoke free. It's not an easy 
road, but with the right tips 
and support, it's one that gets 
easier to travel every day.

It's your life. It's your 
health. Choose wisely.

Why smoking is bad for your health
By Glory Ugochukwu

Foods to avoid while on your period 



ow do I recover Hf r o m  a n 
e m b a r r a s s i n g 

mistake on a date?
Dear Oma: I really like 

this girl, but I fumbled a bit 
on our last date and blurted 
out that I wanted to hold her 
hand. She didn't really seem 
too sure, so I backpedalled 
a n d  d i d  s o m e  m o r e 
b a c k p e d a l l i n g  a n d 
apologizing later over text in 
a way that definitely made 
me look like an idiot. Now 
her reply times are slowing 
more and more and I can't 
meet up with her again until 
the week after next.

I genuinely don't know 
w h a t  t o  d o ,  b e c a u s e 
mentioning it again would 
not help, but just carrying on 
doesn't either, because she is 
just taking longer and longer 
to reply and I would've lost 
her interest by before I can 
meet her again. What do I 
do?? From Ade

Advice: It's amusing 
that  you blur ted about 
wanting to hold her hand, 
seeing as I quite literally just 
answered a different question 
about how to ask for consent 
four editions back including 
holding someone's hand. I'd 
suggest you go and read that 
one after you finish this; it'll 
give you some pointers on 
how to use your words when 
you're looking to escalate 
with someone physically. 
Even if  it's as simple as 
wanting to hold somebody's 
hand.

But let's take a moment 
and examine how you got 
here. The issue isn't that you 
blurted out that you want to 
hold her hand because I have 
been there before. That can 
be a little awkward in the 
moment, sure, but that's not 
automatically a deal breaker. 
Everyone and I do mean 
everyone has been nervous 
on dates at one point or 
another. Just about everyone 
has also had moments where 
they've said or done stupid or 
cringy things when their 
nerves went out of  control 
and they were in danger of  
exploding into a cloud of  flop 
sweat and anxiety. Anyone 
who's worth dating is going 
t o  h ave  s y m p a t hy  a n d 
understanding for those 
moments. Hell, many will 
even see it as adorable; it's a 
m o m e n t  o f  u n f i l t e r e d 
vulnerability and honesty.  
The idea of  someone being 
so hoping that things go right 
and so wanting to have a 
perfect first date is kind of  
sweet, when you get right 
down to it.

Just as importantly, 
those moments aren't always 
going to be deal breakers. If  
someone's into you, it takes 
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  s o m e 
momentary awkwardness to 
kill that attraction dead. 
However, the key to making 

it showed that I'm confident 
enough to poke gentle fun at 
myself  while saying “yup, 
that was not my finest hour.” 
The fact that I got people to 
laugh with me smoothed 
things over and meant that 
this was just an amusing 
anecdote, rather than some 
horrific and embarrassing 
thing that would haunt 
everyone for the rest of  time.

In your case, there're a 
few things you could've done 
(besides, you know, not 
backpedal repeatedly and 
then again over text). My 
suggestion would be to play it 
for humour; not in the sense 
of  “ha, I was just kidding! 
Unless…” but in the sense of  
using humour to underline it. 
One option would be to play 
with way you accidentally 
blur ted things out.  For 
example, you might pause 
and say “… oh, did I say that 
out loud?” or “So, I guess I 
should warn you that my 
inner monologue quits being 
inner when I'm nervous.”  Or 
you might play with the 
obvious awkwardness of  it all 
and say “Ok, in my defense, 
that sounded way cooler in 
my head.” Another option – 
especially if  you could calm 
yourself  and lower your 
register – would be to change 
the framing of  the situation, 
by saying “I didn't say you 
could. I just said I wanted to.”

While these might not 
necessarily be worthy of  
someone's tight five at the 
Chuckle Hut, they would at 
least defuse the moment and 
turn that awkwardness into 
something you can both 
laugh at.

Unfor tunate ly,  that 
didn't happen. Instead, the 
s c r a m b l e,  f u m b l e  a n d 
repeated apologies just told 
her that maybe you weren't 
really ready for this and every 
embarrassing incident would 
get compounded this way. 
And again, I stress that it's the 
repeated apologies that were 
likely the stake in the heart of  
this particular scenario.

It's certainly possible 
that you might see her again 
when you're available, but I 
wouldn't be waiting with 
sandwiches by the phone for 
her to text back. You can put 
the offer for another date out 
there, but I'd recommend 
assuming that it's not going to 
h a p p e n  a n d  f o c u s  o n 
someone new. It sucks, and 
I ' m  s o r r y,  b u t  m a k i n g 
mistakes is part of  dating. 
But like the man says: why do 
we fall down? So we can 
learn how to get up again.

Before I forget my pro 
tip: the next time you find 
yourself  getting nervous on a 
date, there're two things you 
can do. First: control your 
b r e a t h i n g .  S l o w  y o u r 
breathing down – inhale for a 

isn't the same as flirting with 
a stranger you just met at the 
park or a party. If  you're on a 
d a t e  a n d  I  m e a n  a n 
unambiguous date, not a 
nebulous “hang out” then 
t h e r e ' s  a  s h a r e d 
understanding that the two 
of  you are at least exploring 
the possibility of  a romantic 
or sexual relationship. While 
people may or may not be a “I 
don't X on a first date” type, 
there's an expectation and 
acknowledgement that this is 
about love and/or sexual 
attraction. Going for a kiss 
and getting waved off  isn't 
harassment or necessarily 
creepy. Going for it despite 
b e i n g  wave d  o f f  o r  a t 
radical ly  inappropr iate 
moment would be bad. If  you 
lean in for a kiss and get 
cheeked or the “um, what?”, 
apologize. “Oh, my bad, I 
misread the moment,” is 
something most folks are 
going to understand. The fear 
of  misreading signals and 
committing a faux pas is 
damn near universal.

The next thing is the 
nature of  confidence and 
attraction. You don't need to 
at tend an Oliver  Twist 
School for players to be 
confident.  Confidence isn't 
a b o u t  b e i n g  s m o o t h ; 
c o n f i d e n c e  i s  a b o u t 
understanding your worth, 
your value and not relying on 
the validation of  others. 
Being conf ident  means 
you're not so afraid of  
making mistakes that you 
freeze up rather than take a 
risk; you recognize that you 
may take a risk and fail, but 
failing won't destroy you. 
You can be confident and 
nervous, because you want 
things to go well. You can be 
confident and still be afraid 
of  it going badly because it's 
important to you. But being 
confident means doing it 
anyway, even if  your voice 
quivers and your knees shake.

At the same time, not 
being smooth isn't the deal 
breaker you seem to think it 
is. In fact, a lot of  people, 
women especial ly,  f ind 
nervousness endearing; the 
image of  someone wanting 
something but being nervous 
and a bit shaky as they ask or 
go for it is like catnip for 
them. In many ways, that's 
actually more authentic than 
when someone's smooth as 
velvet. To put it in romance 
fiction terms, a Mr. Darcy 
confessing his feelings to 
Elizabeth with a tremor in his 
voice or in a halting, stuttery 
way contrasted with his 
blunt, eloquent or steady 
speech at other times is going 
to send a large number of  
folks looking for fresh pants 
in no small part because it 
means he's letting his guard 
down and being real in a way 
that very few people ever get 
to see.

that particular leap isn't to 
avoid awkward moments or 
unfortunate mishaps. It's 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h ow  t o 
recover from them. This is 
where things went wrong for 
you.

Straight talk, Ade, the 
issue isn't  that you got 
nervous and fumbled a 
moment. The issue is that 
you compounded that initial 
a w k w a r d  m o m e n t  b y 
underlining it repeatedly, 
then drawing even more 
attention to it later on. Once 
could've been overlooked. 
Doing it twice meant that 
y o u ' v e  n o w  m a d e  a 
momentary flub into the 
defining moment of  the date 
and made it clear that you 
weren't sailing past that any 
time soon. That is ultimately 
w hy  t h i n g s  h ave  b e e n 
devolving with her. I rather 
suspec t  that  she ' s  now 
worried that there's either 
going to be a third moment of  
abject apologizing, or that if  
you get nervous and have 
another brain-fart, things are 
going to end up being just as 
awkward and you're going to 
be begging her to help soothe 
your jangled nerves again. 
T h a t ' s  a  l o t ,  a n d  i t ' s 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t 
s o m e o n e  w h o  i s n ' t 
necessarily all - in might 
decide it's better to do the 
slow fade.

Here's the thing: if  you 
had handled the dismount 
better, you wouldn't be in this 
s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  k e y  t o 
handling a flub or awkward 
moment on a date is to 
address it in a confident and 
a t t r a c t i ve  way,  n o t  t o 
backpedal like a circus bear 
on a tricycle.

As I've said before, I've 
had any number of  awkward, 
cringe or otherwise just 
embar rass ing  moments 
when I've been on dates or 
even approaching someone. 
These have ranged from 
sudden bouts of  gastric 
distress while on a date made 
worse in one case by the fact 
that it was my first date with 
someone that had previously 
Friend-Zoned me  to literally 
choking on my own saliva 
while trying to chat up a pair 
of  women at a bar.

In all of  those cases, I 
may have wanted to jump in a 
hole and pull it in after me, 
but I soldiered on regardless. 
I didn't try to pretend that it 
didn't happen; instead I 
addressed it directly and 
played it off  with humour. 
What was important was that 
I  c a l l e d  o u t  a n d 
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e 
aw k wa r d n e s s,  w i t h o u t 
freaking out. Calling out the 
awkward helps dispel the 
awkward; it says “ok, yes, this 
happened, let's not get weird 
by pretending it didn't.” The 
humour serves to set the tone; 

count of  four, hold it for a 
count of  four, and exhale for 
a count of  six. This will force 
your heart to slow down and 
calm you. Next: reframe the 
moment in your head: you're 
not nervous, you're excited 
because things are going to 
go amazingly. Yeah, you'll 
still have those jitters and 
rac ing  b ra in… but  the 
context will be different. And 
that, in turn, will make it 
much easier to recover from 
when you metaphorically 
stub your toe.

See you in the next 
edition

How do I learn to be 
more sexually confident?

Dear Oma: There are 
some social skills that I just 
seem unable to confidently 
master, namely showing 
attraction through physical 
and sexual banter.

You see, if  I'm on a date 
with a girl and feel attracted 
to her, I'd like to know if  she's 
in the mood to be kissed. So I 
need to ask “can I kiss you?” 
If  I just go for it, that's 
r u n n i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  
harassment and it would 
creep her out. So I have to 
ask. Different scenario: I'm 
on an outdoor date at a fun 
event or walk in the park and 
would l ike to show my 
interest, so I ask “Can I hold 
your hand?”.

I'm fine if  I get rejected, 
as some things just don't 
work out. The question is: 
Do I REALLY need to be 
smooth  wi th  somehow 
escalating physically or 
sexually with a girl even 
though I'm unable to read 
body language? I don't think 
a s k i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  a 
difference if  she doesn't like 
me  anyways.  I f  she  i s 
a t t r a c t e d ,  t h e n  a s k i n g 
shouldn ' t  be  a  tur noff . 
Attraction is attraction, 
however, I'd like to hear your 
advice as you write some 
interesting articles and I'm 
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o 
addressing my concern as I'm 
on the autism spectrum.

Am I fine with verbally 
asking for consent or does 
something need to change? 
I 'm interes ted  in  more 
conservative women, so 
physical or sexual escalation 
may come a lot later for these 
kinds of  dates. The last times 
my dates didn't work out, it 
was with women who didn't 
share my values or faith so we 
were not going to mesh well 
anyways. But overall, should 
I be changing anything? 
Tochukwu from Rivers

Advice: There're a few 
things going on here.

First and foremost: you 
seem to have forgotten that 
being on a date with someone 

So as the general once 
said: stay afraid but do it 
anyway.

But if  you're someone 
who has difficulties reading 
signals or body language or 
you just want to make sure 
that your date's feeling the 
same moment you are  then 
yes, of  course you should use 
your words and ask. Even in 
a non-romantic situation, 
making sure you understand 
o r  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e 
understand you is important. 
Asking in order to ensure 
clarity and understanding are 
all good things, whether 
someone's autistic or not.

H e r e ' s  t h e  t h i n g : 
wanting to make sure that 
your par tner 's  ready or 
interested in something 
you're wanting isn't a mood 
breaker. It's better to err on 
the side of  asking, especially 
if  you're unsure, because hey, 
now you have a definite 
answer instead of  a guess. 
And there're many, many 
ways to ask some verbal, 
some non-verbal that are not 
only not going to ruin the 
m o o d ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y 
demonstrate confidence. 

Let's take the outdoor 
d a t e  e x a m p l e  y o u 
mentioned. Asking “can I 
h o l d  y o u r  h a n d ”  i s 
acceptable. You could also 
hold out your hand, palm up 
as you get ready to walk in, or 
offer your arm as you escort 
her around. The meaning is 
fairly obvious: you'd like to 
hold her hand. The way you 
do it  can be playful or 
g e n t l e m a n l y,  s i l l y  o r 
debonair, but it gets the point 
across and doesn't feel like 
some  as s  idea  o f  “ the 
awkwardness of  consent”.

Similarly, yes, asking to 
kiss someone is on the table. 
But not only is asking not 
automatically awkward or 
weird, it can be sexy as hell 
too. It's all about the timing 
and method of  delivery. If, 
for example, you have a 
moment during a date where, 
say, you're at the park. You've 
gotten ice cream and now 
you've been walking together, 
talking and reach a part of  
the park where you have a 
gorgeous view of  the pond 
and you've paused to take in 
the beauty of  it all. In that 
moment, turning to her and 
saying “Could I kiss you right 
now?” isn't awkward, so 
much as really romantic.

See you in my next 
edition

Fo r  f e e d b a c k s  a n d 
sharing your own story with 
us over here WhatsApp 
L e t t e r  t o  O m a  o n 
08102579656
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EU votes to ban petrol cars, reject
‘weak’ reforms on emissions trading
T

he world’s third largest 
polluter voted to outlaw 
the sale of CO2-emitting 
vehicles and rejected re-

forms to the EU’s carbon market 
in Strasbourg on Wednesday as 
part of its biggest ever ‘Fit for 55’ 
emissions reduction plan to try and 
prevent the dangerous impacts of 
climate change.

After one year of negotiations, 
European Parliament lawmakers 
voted on eight draft climate protec-
tion laws that proposed a revamp 
of renewable energy targets, the 
aviation sector, the way people 
drive, how countries control their 
pollution, and how forests and 
land are managed, among others.

The European Commission’s 
flagship ‘Fit for 55’ package aims to 
bring the EU’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions down by at least 55% com-
pared to 1990 levels and reach net 
zero emissions by 2050.

One of  the most contentious draft 
laws on the table was a mandate 
to make all new cars and vans sold 
from 2035 carbon emission free – 
an effective ban on selling all petrol 
and diesel vehicles from then on. A 
majority of  parliamentarians vot-
ed in favor of  the law, rejecting the 
center-right European People’s Par-
ty’s proposal to limit that reduction 
to 90% with no fixed phaseout date. 
They also endorsed a 55% reduction 
in CO2 emissions from vehicles by 
2030 compared to 2021 levels.

Transport emissions, which rose 
in the EU between 2017 and 2019, 
make up about one quarter of  the 
bloc’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Jens Gieseke, from the center-
right European People’s Party, said 
the new law relies too heavily on the 
technology of  electric vehicles, with-
out considering the benefits of  intro-
ducing sustainable synthetic fuels in 

regular vehicles.
“As long as the required electric-

ity is obtained from fossil energy 
sources, even an electric vehicle is 
not emission-free,” he said in a state-
ment, adding that the legislation 
shows those in favor are “willing 
to accept the loss of  half  a million 
jobs.”

Cornelia Ernst, a member of  The 
Left Party and in favor of  the ban, 
told DW “there is no alternative” 
to phasing out petrol and diesel ve-
hicles if  the EU wants to drastically 
reduce its emissions. But she added 
that people dependent on cars for 
transport, particularly in rural are-
as, “should not be forgotten” in the 
move away from regular vehicles.

“Even better [than electric cars] 
would be fewer cars. That’s why we 
need better, free public transporta-
tion, and affordable, environmental-
ly friendly vehicles,” she told DW.

The governments of  the 27 EU 
member states will still need to give 
their verdicts on the legislation in the 
coming months before a final EU 
decision on the car ban can be made.

In a surprise series of  votes, far-
right lawmakers, as well as Green 
and Socialist MEPs, all voted against 
updating the EU’s Emissions Trad-
ing System (ETS), blocking the pro-
posal from passing.

The ETS, which forces industry, 
power plants and the aviation sector 
to buy and sell CO2 pollution per-
mits within a cap that shrinks over 
time, previously aimed to reduce 
this cap by 43% below 2005 levels 
by 2030. That figure was initially go-
ing to be raised to 67% by the EU 
Environment Committee, but push-
back from conservative lawmakers 
brought it down to 61% in the final 
proposal.

For the Greens and Social Dem-
ocrats, this “watered down” target 

Hazarduous emissions

Europe’s Central Bank to hike
rates July, first in 11 yrs

T
he European Central Bank 
said Thursday that it would 
carry out its first interest 
rate increase in 11 years 

in July, followed by another hike in 
September, as it catches up with oth-
er central banks worldwide in pivot-
ing from supporting the economy 
during the pandemic to squelching 
soaring inflation.

The surprise announcement of  
two quarter-point increases came 
after the bank’s 25-member mone-
tary policy council met in Amster-
dam, saying inflation had become 
a “major challenge” and that those 
forces had “broadened and inten-
sified” in the 19 countries that use 
the euro currency. It also will end 
its economic stimulus program next 
month.

The move underlines concerns 
about the level of  annual consum-
er price increases, which hit 8.1% 
in May, the highest since statistics 
started in 1997. The bank’s target is 

2%.
The ECB held out the possibility 

that it would make a more drastic, 
half-percentage-point increase in 
September rather than the more usu-
al quarter-point adjustment, saying 
that if  the inflation outlook persists 
or deteriorates, “a larger increment 
will be appropriate at the September 
meeting.”

The U.S. Federal Reserve raised 
it’s key rate by a half-point May 
4 and has held out the prospect of  
more such large increases. The Bank 
of  England has approved hikes four 
times since December.

The prospect of  rapid central 
bank rate increases has sent shud-
ders through stock markets, as 
higher rates would raise the returns 
on less risky alternatives to stocks. 
Raising rates in Europe is also com-
plicated by weakening prospects for 
economic growth as Russia’s war in 
Ukraine sends shock waves through 
the global economy.

Foreign News  

Higher rates can make credit more 
expensive for businesses. The bank’s 
statement said, however, that the 
path of  increases would be “gradual 
but sustained.”

Markets are now waiting to hear 
more detail from bank President 
Christine Lagarde at her post-meet-
ing news conference. The meeting 
was held in Amsterdam as one 
of  the bank’s occasional gather-
ings away from its headquarters in 
Frankfurt, Germany.

“High inflation is a major chal-
lenge for all of  us,” the bank said in 
its policy statement. “The governing 
council will make sure that inflation 
returns to its 2% target over the me-
dium term.”

Higher rates are the usual tool 
to combat inflation. By raising its 
benchmarks, the central bank can 
influence what financial institutions, 
companies, consumers and govern-
ments have to pay to borrow the 
money they need. So higher rates 

did not go far enough to ensure that 
heavy-polluting industries would be 
forced to cut their emissions in line 
with the EU Commission’s goal of  
reducing emissions by 55% by 2030.

“It wasn’t ambitious enough,” 
Timo Wölken, from the Progressive 
Alliance of  Socialists and Demo-
crats, told DW. “We need a solution 
that will achieve our climate goals 
and, at the same time, is fit for indus-
try, for workers and for European 
citizens.” Speaking in parliament, 
Greens MEP Rasmus Andresen 

said the weakened draft law signaled 
a “black day” for climate protection. 
“Conservative and liberal MEPs 
had tried to water down the reform 
of  the emissions trading system by 
making exceptions for industry,” he 
told parliament.

Right-wing parliamentarians from 
the European Conservatives and Re-
formists, on the other hand, thought 
67% was far too ambitious, particu-
larly in light of  rising inflation and 
soaring energy costs, despite having 
previously agreed to some form of  

compromise before the vote.
The ETS covers more than 11,000 

industrial sites, as well as airlines, 
which together account for 45% of  
the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions 
– equivalent to roughly 2 billion 
tonnes of  CO2.

Peter Liese, the lead lawmaker of  
the final report on the expansion and 
revision of  the ETS, said the outright 
rejection was “a shame” and that 
the proposal had been “tightened 
up” to make sure it would achieve a 
63% reduction in emissions trading 
by 2030.

The draft ETS law will now go 
back to the parliament’s Environ-
ment Committee for redrafting, 
alongside two related pieces of  
legislation – the Social Climate 
Fund, that aims to help vulnerable 
households transition to renewable 
energy, and the Carbon Border Ad-
justment Mechanism, which would 
allow the EU to tax high-emission 
imports such as steel and aluminum. 
“It wouldn’t have made sense to vote 
on these files because they were so 
closely linked to the ETS, which was 
rejected,” Wölk told DW.

Earlier this year, the world’s fore-
most authority on the effects of  glob-
al warming, the UN’s Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change, 
released its sixth assessment on the 
state of  rising temperatures. In a 
lengthy, detailed report, it outlined 
that allowing global temperatures to 
exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius of  heat-
ing risks calamitous global impacts, 
including worsening wildfires and 
extreme flooding.

Foremost among the IPCC’s rec-
ommendations for preventing this 
from happening was the phase-out 
of  fossil fuels – which is responsible 
for two thirds of  planet-heating car-
bon emissions since 1850. 

can help cool off  an overheating 
economy.

But higher rates can also weigh on 
growth. That makes the ECB’s job 
a delicate balance between snuffing 
out inflation and blunting economic 
activity.

The ECB on Thursday slashed 
its growth projection for this year 
to 2.8% from 3.7%. It raised its out-
look for inflation, saying that price 
increases would average 6.8% this 
year, higher than the 5.1% forecast 
in its March outlook, while the cru-
cial forecast for 2024 was raised to 
2.1% from 1.9%. That is significant 
because it indicates the bank sees 
inflation as above target for several 
years, a strong argument for more 
rate increases.

An ECB move to attack on infla-
tion has raised concerns about the 
impact of  higher interest rates on 
heavily indebted governments, most 
notably Italy.

The rate hikes end an extended 
period of  extremely low rates that 
started during the global financial 
crisis in 2009. The increases would 
start from record lows of  zero for 
its lending rate to banks and minus 
0.5% on overnight deposits from 
banks. 
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o f  t h e  U E FA  E u r o p a 
League.

The  Gers,  however, 
surrendered the league title 
to rivals Celtic.

A r i b o  s h o w e d  h i s 
ve r s a t i l i t y  d u r i n g  t h e 
2021/22 season by putting in 
strong performances as a 
box-to-box midfielder, right-

igerian duo, Joe 

NAribo and Calvin 
Bassey have been 

named in the official Team 
o f  the  Season  by  the 
Scottish Premiership.

Aribo and Bassey were 
key figures in the Rangers 
side that won the Scottish 
Cup and made it to the final 

ottenham Hotspur Thave been offered the 
c h a n c e  t o  s i g n 

Manchester City attacker, 
Gabriel Jesus this summer.

Despi te  not  be ing  a 
r e g u l a r  s t a r t e r  o f  Pe p 
Guardiola's, Jesus ended the 
2 0 2 1 - 2 2  s e a s o n  w i t h  a 
respectable tally of  13 goals 
a n d  1 2  a s s i s t s  i n  4 1 
a p p e a r a n c e s  a c r o s s  a l l 
competitions.

The Brazil international's 
28 appearances in the Premier 
League brought him eight 
goals and nine assists, but he 
was only named in the first XI 
on 21 occasions in the English 
top flight.

With Julian Alvarez and 
Erling Braut Haaland set to 
arrive at the club from River 
Plate and Borussia Dortmund 
respectively, Jesus will be 
pushed further down the 
pecking order for 2022-23.

The 25-year-old is also 

iverpool have rejected a Lsecond bid worth a 
potential £30m from 

Bayern Munich for Senegal 
forward Sadio Mane.

The offer included £6.5m 
in add-ons, which Liverpool 
believe are unrealistic – and 
would require Bayern to win 
the Champions League three 
times, as well as Mane lifting 
three Ballon d'Or trophies.

The Reds value the 30-
year-old, who is about to enter 
the final year of  his contract at 
Anfield, at around £43m.

They have already rejected 
another offer from Bayern, for 
an initial £21m with another 
£4m in add-ons.

Mark McAdam says that 
Liverpool and Bayern Munich 
are still some way off  agreeing 
a valuation for striker Sadio 
Mane after the German club 
had a second bid rejected.

Last week, Mane said he 
w o u l d  d o  “ w h a t  t h e 
Senegalese people want” 
when asked about his future, 
and has more recently joked 
that he could sign for Ligue 1 
side Marseille.

Mane and forward partner 
Mo Salah are both out of  
contract  at  Anfield next 
summer, and Bayern have 

been preparing a three-year 
deal for the African Cup of  
Nations winner.

Sadio Mane  said he will 
do what the people want when 
responding to an online poll in 
Senegal which said 60-70% of  
people want him to leave 
Liverpool.

He told Sky Sports News 
before the Champions League 
final that he would decide his 

oma have rejected a R€ 6 0 m  ( £ 5 1 . 1 m ) 
transfer offer from 

N e w c a s t l e  U n i t e d  f o r 
midfielder Lorenzo Pellegrini, 
according to a report.

The 25-year-old enjoyed 
another productive campaign 
in Rome during the 2021-22 
campaign, scoring 13 goals 
and registering seven assists in 
39 appearances across all 
competitions.

Pellegrini's form helped 
Jose Mourinho's side to finish 
sixth in Serie A last season, 
whilst also helping Roma lift 
t h e  i n a u g u r a l  U E F A 
Conference League trophy 

back in May.
Such form has prompted 

interest from Premier League 
side Newcastle according to 
Corriere dello Sport, who 
report that the Magpies have 
already had a bid turned down 
for their target.

The report suggests that 
Roma will not entertain any 
offers for their captain during 
t h e  u p c o m i n g  t r a n s f e r 
window, with Pellegrini at the 
centre of  their project.

The Italy international is 
also said to be committed to 
staying at Roma for the 
remainder of  his  career 
according to the repor t, 

despite reported interest from 
several other clubs across 
Europe as well.

Pellegrini has also been in 
excellent form for his country 
over the past week, scoring his 
side's only goal of  the game in 
the 1-1 draw with Germany in 
Bologna on June 4, before 
scoring the second during a 2-
1 win over  Hungar y on 
Tuesday evening.

Meanwhile, Newcastle 
are set for a busy transfer 
window on Tyneside, with 
manager Eddie Howe on the 
l o o k o u t  f o r  s e v e r a l 
reinforcements during his 
side's first summer window 
under the stewardship of  its 
Saudi-backed owners.

future after the defeat to Real 
Madrid, but teased fans ahead 
o f  l a s t  we e k ' s  A F C O N 
qualifier against Benin.

He said: “Like everyone 
else, I'm on social media and I 
see the comments. Isn't it 
between 60 to 70 per cent of  
Senegalese that want me to 
leave Liverpool?

“I will do what they want. 
We will see soon! Don't be in a 
hurry because we'll see this 
together.”

out of  contract at the Etihad in 
12  months '  t ime and i s 
seemingly set to depart in the 
coming weeks before Man 
City run the risk of  losing him 
on a free in 2023.

A r s e n a l  h a v e  b e e n 
strongly linked with a move 
for the attacker, but according 
to The Times, the Gunners' 
bitter rivals Tottenham have 
now been offered the chance 
to secure his signature.

Spurs edged out Arsenal 
in the race for Champions 
League qualification on the 
final day of  the Premier 
League season, handing 
Antonio  Conte ' s  s ide  a 
significant advantage in the 
summer market.

However, the report adds 
t h a t  A r s e n a l  a r e  s t i l l 
optimistic about winning the 
race for Jesus, who is alleged 
to  have  a l r eady  ag reed 
personal terms with Mikel 
Arteta's side.lexandre Lacazette is 

Ae x c i t e d  t o  h a v e 
r e t u r n e d  t o 

Olympique Lyon.
The former Arsenal striker 

joins OL as a free agent, 
having agreed terms over a 
three-year contract.

Lacazette  said at  his 
presentation this morning: 
“Thank you for the welcome 
and the love shown in recent 
months.  My re tur n  has 
become evident in recent 
weeks. Even without Europe, 
the project is important. I felt 
useful in the locker room and 
on the pitch. It was the best 

taly coach, Rober to IMancini says he's happy 
with the progress of  his 

young team after Tuesday's 
win against Hungary.

Mancini was happy with 
the 2-1 win, with Inter Milan 
attacker Nicolo Barella and 
Roma's Lorenzo Pellegrini 
on the scoresheet.

“It was a good match, 
especially in the first half,” 
said the coach. “The goal 
conceded put a bit of  fear on 
us, it was a game that clearly 
had to end with a more 
margin.

“We were also a bit tired 
and conceding a goal in a 

match that should have 
already closed puts a bit of  
difficulty on you.”

“It's a team full of  young 
players, who will have to 
work a lot. The road is long, 
but it was important to win.”

decision to make.
“I think I have made 

progress in my leadership. I 
gained more experience. I 
have also progressed in my 
game. I know the house and 
the values of  the club well. 
There may have been a little 
break in recent seasons and I 
hope to help everyone regain 
that love for the club.

“Peter Bosz's appeal? He 
called me last week, we talked. 
It was a short call but he told 
me what he wanted from me.

“Antho (Lopes) has been 
writing to me every week for 
six months to find out if  I had 
made a decision.

“My salary? The love of  
the club was enough to accept 
the drop. The project was 
important to me. I am happy. I 
took some time to make my 
d e c i s i o n .  Fo o t b a l l  i s  a 
beautiful profession. It was 
complicated to follow OL's 
last season from a distance 
because I couldn't help. I hope 
this period is over and that we 
will find a great Lyon.

“It's moving to find this 
stadium again. I can't wait to 
wear this jersey we are going 
to find a great Lyon.”

Bronckhorst.
The 22-year-old slotted 

perfectly into the centre-back 
position following an injury 
crisis in the team early this 
year.

Rangers captain, James 
Tavernier was also included 
in the selection.

winger, and false nine.
The 25-year-old scored in 

the Rangers' Europa League 
final defeat to Eintracht 
Frankfurt last month.

Bassey, who was named 
Rangers' Young Player of  the 
Season a l so  en joyed  a 
remarkable season under 
manager, Giovanni van 

Aribo, Bassey named in Scottish premiership team of the season

Lacazette excited over
Lyon return

Italy still going through
transformation – Mancini

Tottenham offered chance to sign Gabriel Jesus

Liverpool rejects second £30m Sadio Mane
bid from Bayern

Roma reject £51.1m Newcastle bid
for Pellegrini

Aribo, Bassey

Lacazette

Jesus

Mane

Mancini
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he English Premier TLeague,  La Liga, 
Bundesliga, Ligue 1, 

Serie A and other top football 
leagues are packed with some 
of  the best talents in the 
world. From the attacking 
pi tch lords  to midf ie ld 
maestros, these leagues 
always have players that 
continue to amaze fans with 
their incredible talent. Here 
are top players in different 
major leagues to keep your 
eye on in 2022;

P e d r i  –  L a  L i g a 
(Barcelona)

W i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r 
window fast approaching, La 
L i g a ' s  b e s t  t e a m s  w i l l 
c o m p e t e  f o r  t h e  m o s t 
outstanding young players 
w o r l d w i d e.  Pe d r i  h a s 
demonstrated his potential 
and the first-team experience 
necessary to make a huge 
impact at the highest level.

Pedri's participation in 
the 2021-22 season was 
l imi ted  by  a  r ecur r ing 
hamstring injury, which 
caused him to miss 25 La 
Liga games last season. 
Despite this, the midfielder is 
among the most talented 
young players. There's also 
no question that his return to 
fitness during the summer 
will see him roar back to his 
best when matches resume in 
August.

S o n  H e u n g - M i n  – 
Premier League (Tottenham 
Hotspur)

Tottenham's Son Heung-
m i n  wa s  u n ex p e c t e d ly 
chosen as the world's best 
player last season. Son has 
named Paris Saint-Germain 
great Neymar as the player he 
most hopes to become, after 
scoring twice during his 
match against Norwich City 
last season to get the Golden 
Boot alongside Mohamed 
Salah.

Son had a stellar season 
with Tottenham, and he is 
under contract with the north 
Londoners until the summer 
of  2025. However, this year, 
he appeared on Liverpool's 

r a d a r ,  w i t h  t h e  R e d s 
considering a move for his 
signing if  Spurs failed to 
q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  U E FA 
Champions League next 
season.

Aurélien Tchouaméni – 
Ligue 1 (AS Monaco)

Tchouaméni is among 
the most popular players in 
the summer transfer market 
right now, and for good 
reason. The outstanding 
playmaker has incredible 
skills at stopping attackers, 
and he's also a powerful ball 
progressor. Combine all that 
at 22 years, and you have a 
top-tier potential.

Tchouaméni won't be at 
Monaco for long as he has 
b e e n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h 
Arsenal, Liverpool, Chelsea, 
Real Madrid, Manchester 

A
r s e n a l  m i d f i e l d e r , 
T h o m a s  Pa r t e y  h a s 
announced he's changed 

his name.
Partey has taken on the name 

Yakubu as part of  his conversion 
to Islam – but will still be referred 
to as Partey when he plays for the 
Gunners and will continue to wear 
Thomas on his shirt.

Partey has converted to Islam 

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s 
Moroccan girlfriend, 
S a r a  B e l l a  a n d 
revealed in a recent 
interview in his native 
Ghana that he has 
taken on the name 
Yakubu.

“I have a girl I love, 
I know my side chicks 

i ge r i a  de fea ted 

NSierra Leone 2-1 in 
the first fixture of  

their Africa Cup of  Nations 
q u a l i f y i n g  s e r i e s  o n 
Thursday evening.

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
returned to the MKO Abiola 
Stadium in Abuja for the first 
time, since the disastrous 1-1 
draw with Ghana in March, 
which saw the three-time 

African champions miss out 
on the 2022 World Cup.

However, the game was 
p l a y e d  w i t h o u t  f a n s , 
following FIFA's ban for 
crowd trouble.

J o n a t h a n  M o r s a y 
opened scoring for the 
visitors, before Nigeria 
replied with goals from Alex 
Iwobi and Victor Osimhen.

It is the first win for new 
handler, Jose Peseiro, who 
lost in two friendly matches 
for Mexico and Ecuador.

The Eagles play Sao 
Tome and Principe next.

will leave me but it's no 
problem,” he joked in an 
Instagram video posted by 
Ghanaian journalist, Nana 
Aba Anamoah.

“ I  g r e w  u p  w i t h 
Muslims so at the end of  the 
day it's the same thing. I'm 
already married and my 
Muslim name is Yakubu.”

United, and others. It's not 
whether he'll leave for a big 
club but when. He's already 
one of  the finest defensive 
midfielders in the world, and 
he'll only get better from here.

Jude  Be l l ingham – 
B u n d e s l i ga  ( B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund)

While English football 
has developed quality No. 
10s and wingers in recent 
years, their top teams have 
been screaming for a real 
box-to-box midfielder. Since 
m o v i n g  t o  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund in 2020, the 18-
year-old has risen as the best 
young midfielder globally, 
capable of  directing the 
tempo of  matches at the top 
level.

Bellingham has all the 
characteristics a modern-day 

coach desires, with close 
control any player wants. He 
also has the confidence of  an 
experienced title-winner, 
especially considering his 
assist and goal figures last 
season.

Kalidou Koulibaly – 
Serie A (Napoli)

If  Napoli wants to win 
their first League title since 
Diego Maradona dazzled 
defenders in the Partenopei 
shirt, Kalidou Koulibaly will 
be crucial. The Senegalese is 
among the top center-backs 
globally, a reputation he has 
e a r n e d  v i a  h i s  p owe r, 
leadership, and technical 
skill. The skilled defender, 
dubbed 'K2,' has mastered his 
role better than every player 
in the Serie A and better than 
most defenders worldwide.

UEFA Nations League
20:45 England – Italy—X2
20:45 Hungary – Germany-- 2
20:45 Netherlands – Poland—1X
20:45 Wales – Belgium—X2
15:00 Ukraine – Armenia—1X 
18:00 Ireland – Scotland—X2
20:45 Montenegro - Bosnia & 
Herzegovina—X2
20:45 Romania – Finland—Un3.5 
17:45 Tlemcen - CR Belouizdad—2 
21:30 Corinthians – Juventude-- X
00:00 Atletico-MG – Santos—1X
00:00 Cuiaba – Bragantino-- X

NNPL
17:00 Enyimba – Kwara—1X
17:00 Gombe - Dakkada FC—1 
17:00 Kano Pillars - Wikki Tourist—1 
17:00 Katsina Utd - MFM FC—1X 
17:00 Lobi Stars – Heartland—1X
17:00 Nasarawa - Enugu 
Rangers—1X
17:00 Rivers United - Abia 
Warriors—1X
17:00 Sunshine Stars - Niger 
Tornadoes—1X

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

Five players to watch out for in 2022/2023 Season

Pedri Son

Koulibaly

Tchouameni Bellinham

Arsenal midfielder, Thomas Partey
changes to Muslim name 'Yakubu'

Super Eagles kick off AFCON
2023 qualifying series with victory

Partey


