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News

Ohanaeze to APC: Accept Lawan, 
forget about retaining power
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
worldwide has cau-
tioned the ruling 

party APC that Senate Pres-
ident Ahmad Lawan lacks 
the national acceptance and 
electoral integrity to defeat 
the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) candidate, Ati-
ku Abubakar and Labour 
Party’s candidate, Mr Peter 
Obi.

Although there are many 
opposing voices to the an-
nouncement of  the APC 
National Chairman, Sen-

ator Adamu that Senator 
Ahmad Lawan is the APC 
consensus candidate for 
2023, Ohanaeze said such a 
move could lead to the end 
of  the APC.

“It depicts immaturity 
and is a game over for the 
ruling party to retain pow-
er at the centre, as this mis-
calculation will backfire on 
the ruling party’s chances to 
win the 2023 election  and 
we call on President Buhari 
to caution the party Nation-
al Chairman Sen.Adamu, 
who appears to be biased 
and compromised by hawks 
in the party,” said Mazi 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, Sec-

retary-General Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo worldwide.

Ohanaeze salutes the 
courageous stance of  APC 
Northern Governors to 
reject the APC National 
Chairman’s choice for con-
sensus adding that those 
pushing for the choice Ah-
mad Lawan are oblivious 
to the fact that a political 
tsunami is sweeping across 
the country with the resur-
rection of  the third force in 
Labour Party and Atiku.

Ohanaeze said that La-
wan will lose the Presi-
dential election against a 
united front of  Nigerians 
and Southerners behind the 

third force and Senator Ah-
mad Lawan lacks the per-
sonality, character and ap-
pears clueless to fit into the 
legacies of  President Buhari 
which only an Igbo can do.

“As a rubber stamp Sen-

ate President, his candidacy 
will crash out the ruling par-
ty from Aso Rock. Ndigbo 
rejects the candidature of  
Ahmad Lawan.

“A man who couldn’t 
find solutions through the 

legislative process to the in-
security challenges of  the 
Northeast, this man will 
lead Nigeria into disintegra-
tion and collapse of  Nige-
ria’s sovereignty and unity”, 
to be forewarned is be fore-
armed.”

... Cautions APC against 
gambling with Nigeria’s unity
By Grace Ofurum

A
s the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) 
conducts its prima-

ry to pick the party’s presi-
dential candidate, the apex 
socio-cultural youth group 
of  Ohanaeze Youth Council 
has warned the ruling APC 
not to play with the peace 
and unity of  Nigeria.

Addressing newsmen in 
Abuja after the rumored en-
dorsement of  Sen. Alhmed 
Lawan as consensus candi-
date for APC presidential 
ticket, the national President 
of  Ohanaeze Youth Council 
(OYC), Comrade Igboayaka 
O. Igboayaka noted that the 
presidency must be rotation-

Failed teachers’ recruitment exercise:  
Soludo orders for repeat 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
n line with his objective 
of  ensuring transparen-
cy and fairness to all, 

Anambra State Governor, 
Prof  Chukwuma Soludo 
CFR has directed a repeat 
of  the online recruitment 
exam for Teachers in An-
ambra State.

In a statement signed and 
made available to journal-
ists by the Press Secretary 
to the Governor, Christian 
Aburime on monday, noted 
that the “Governor Soludo 
has therefore, graciously 
directed the Hon Com-
missioner for Education, 
Prof. Ngozi Chuma-Udeh 
to conduct a repeat of  the 
exercise to make up for the 
shortfall in the Saturday 4th 
of  June preliminary Teach-
er’s Recruitment Examina-
tion”.

He has further directed 
that all expenses for the test 
be covered by the Govern-

ment.
Recall that Teachers Re-

cruitment examinations 
were held in the state on 
Saturday, June 4, 2022. The 
test was conducted in line 
with the resolve of  Prof  
Soludo and his administra-
tion for strengthening and 
repositioning the education 
sector in the state. It tallies 
with the conviction of  the 
governor that education 
remains a veritable equip-
ment for enhanced living 
and building a better soci-
ety.

To ensure transparency 
in the exercise, steps were 
taken by the Ministry of  
Education charged with the 
responsibility. The Ministry 
received over 40,000 ap-
plications and listed about 
31,800 qualified applicants 
after reviews. Applicants 
considered too old for civil 
service, Graduates without 
NYSC discharged certifi-
cates or Exemption letter 
and other deficiencies were 

disqualified.
The statement further 

adds, “Against the proposed 
5000 qualified applicants 
to be shortlisted for CBT 
exam, the Governor direct-
ed that all the over 31000 
listed applicants should be 
given equal chance to par-
ticipate in a preliminary 
online exam, before short-
listing the successful appli-
cants for 2nd CBT exam”.

Other measures neces-
sary to attain reliability and 
credibility of  the test were 
taken.

There were however re-
ported mix-ups arising from 
the online examinations 
site, that were not intended.

It is in a bid to make up 
and ensure that all eligi-
ble candidates are carried 
along, that the governor has 
approved a repeat of  the ex-
ercise.

He assures Ndi-Anambra 
that there their interest will 
be protected at all time by 
his administration.

al, between Northern and 
Southern Nigeria. 

Hear him: “As President 
Mohammadu Buhari who 
is from the Northern Nige-
ria is finishing his tenure, a 
succeeding president must 
come from the Southern Ni-
geria.” 

He further reiterated that 
instigators of  ceding the 
party’s presidential ticket to 
the Northeast should desist 
from the mischievous act as 
it will not speak of  the equi-
ty that is needed.

“The southeast zone has 
not produced president of  
Nigeria for 57 years, adding 
that Justice can’t be two or 
double at the same time. He 
hinted that the only justice, 

FG to begin livelihood program for
artisanal refiners in Ogoniland
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt.

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has assured the 
People of  Ogoni eth-

nic nationality that it will har-
monize different ideas to kick 
start livelihood programs for 
artisanal refiners in Ogoni-
land. 

The Minister of  Environ-
ment, Mohammed Abdul-
lahi said this while speaking 
during a lecture to mark this 
year’s World Environment 
day in Bori, Khana Local 

government area of  Rivers 
State. 

The minister said the Fed-
eral Government said the cre-
ation of  alternative livelihood 
is due to the degradation of  
the environment of  the peo-
ple of  Ogoni which has af-
fected their ways of  life. 

The Minister who was rep-
resented by the Project Coor-
dinator of  the Hydrocarbon 
Pollution and Remediation 
Project, Ferdinand Giadom 
added that the project is iden-
tifying and characterising 
complex sites in Ogoniland 

fairness and equity in Nige-
ria is taking the position of  
the president to Southeast 
not Northeast. APC pres-
idential ticket must move 
to Southeast extraction not 
Northeast, he insisted.

“Nigeria is in a crossroad 
and redline in 2023, adding 
that the nation is suffering 
from a very chronic political 
pandemic.

“As we have counted PDP 
as the worst political enemy 
of  Ndigbo, stressing that 
over 50 million Igbo youths 
have vowed to teach the par-
ty a lesson. ”If  APC makes 
a similar mistake by denying 
Southeast presidential tick-
et, we shall teach them a his-
torical lesson as well.

for cleanup. 
He further assured that 

six subpower stations will be 
constructed in Ogoniland to 
provide sustainability to all 
HYPREP projects. On his 
part, the Member Represent-
ing Gokana state constituen-
cy, Dumle Mao pleaded with 
the people to support the ef-
forts of  HYPREP.

He also called for the 
speedy implementation of  
the UNEP report to get the 
people of  Ogoniland back 
to their normal way of  liveli-
hood.

End of  the road: Anambra Police gun down
kidnapper kingpin Sampolo, arrest native doctor,

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

G
allant officers of  the 
Anambra State Po-
lice Command have 

neutralized a top criminal 
gang leader, popularly known 
as Sampolo, alleged to have 
championed most  kidnap -
pings, robbery and other crim-
inal activities in the state.

News Echo reports that 
police also arrested a native 
doctor, one female and three 
other persons during the op-
eration in Oba, Idemili South 
Local Government Area of  

the state.
Our Correspondent gath-

ered that the gang, over the 
weekend, attacked and kid-
napped four persons (two 
each) in Oko, Orumba North 
Local Government Area and 
in Ekwulobia, Aguata Local 
Government Area respective-
ly.

According to reports, the 
gunmen had entered Oko 
through Nanka for the kid-
nap operation and had almost 
succeeded but for the prompt 
intervention of  the police spe-
cial force acting on a tip-off  
which engaged them in gun-

fire battle.
Reports also said while one 

of  the gang members was 
killed during the operation, 
others escaped with various 
degrees of  injuries.

In a viral video trending on-
line, the gunman killed at Oko 
was identified as a former 
vigilante who was part of  a 
four-man gang that had been 
involved in high profile kill-
ings and kidnapping around 
the area.

Confirming, the State’s Po-
lice Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga said 
the Command received dis-

tress call about the kidnap of  
two persons at Oko, and while 
on their trail, they learnt that 
the gang had kidnapped two 
more persons at Ekwulobia, 
and quickly pursued them and 
succeeded in tracking them 
down.

Ikenga said: “Police oper-
atives working with the vigi-
lante stormed the location, on 
Sunday, rescued the four vic-
tims and arrested one Emeka 
who was suspected of  com-
plicity. “Upon interrogation, 
he confessed to the crime and 
led detectives to hideout of  his 
gang in Oba, Idemili South, 
where a shootout ensued. 
The gang leader, one Chinedu 
Ajogu, (a.k.a. Sampolo) was 
gunned down, and five other 
persons including their native 
doctor, were arrested for inter-
rogation.”

... Four others in police net, recover guns, ammunition,
charms, phones, others 

5 days after, Owerri Zenith Bank
branches remain locked

ustomers of  the Zenith 

CB a n k  b r a n c h e s  i n 
Owerri have expressed 

their frustration over inability 
to do physical transactions 
within and inside the banking 
halls. 

Our correspondent who 
went round the town saw 
customers in numbers hanging 
in front of  the banks looking 
dejected and frustrated as they 
complained of  experiencing a 
running week of  difficulty with 
transactions in the bank, 
following the sealing of  the 
bank in the state capital as 
occasioned by the Garnishee 
O r d e r  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
I n d u s t r i a l  C o u r t  w h i c h 
ordered the shutting of  Zenith 
Bank branches in Owerri, Imo 
State. 

It could be recalled that 
Prince Eze Madumere, a 
former deputy governor to then 
governor of  Imo State, Rochas 
Okorocha, went to court 
s eek ing  r edre s s  ove r  an 
impeachment considered 
i l legal  by  the  cour t  and 
t h e r e f o r e  o r d e r e d  h i s 
entitlement amounting to N1.9 
billion be paid to him. The state 
allegedly reneged on the court 
order causing the issuance of  a 
Garnishee Order by the court 
last Thursday, closing all 
branches of  the bank in the 
state capital.

It is also confirmed that 
a t t e m p t s  b y  t h e  s t a t e 
government to vacate the order 
remain futile, as the branches 
of  the bank remain sealed.
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How Sen. Ogba emerged Ebonyi
PDP guber candidate
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From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he current Senator 
representing Ebonyi 
Central Senatori-

al Zone, Senator Obinna 
Ogba has emerged winner 
of  the rescheduled gover-
norship primary election 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Ebonyi state

The election was held on 
Sunday at the party’s secre-
tariat in Abakaliki, capital 
of  the State

Recall that Dr Ifeanyi-
chukwu Odii had earlier 
emerged the governorship 
candidate of  the Party pri-
maries conducted between 
May 28 and May 29 by a 
faction led by Mr Silas Onu 
before it was cancelled and 
rescheduled by the Nation-
al Working Committee 
(NWC) of  the PDP.

Odii had insisted that he 
remains the authentic can-
didate of  the Party, main-
taining that the rescheduled 
primary was an illegality.

Declaring Ogba winner, 
the Chairman of  the Elec-
toral Panel, Mr Chris Okoli 
said that Ogba polled 253 
votes to defeat other con-
testants.

According to him, Edwin 
Nwonu, a member of  the 
House of  Representatives 

representing Ishielu/Ezza 
North Federal Constituen-
cy, came second with 110 
votes while Sylvester Ogba-
ga, another House of  Rep-
resentatives member came 
third with 63 votes.

Mr Fidelis Nwankwo got 
44 votes, while Chukwuma 
Nwazunku, representing 
Ebonyi/Ohaukwu Feder-
al Constituency, polled six 
votes and Austin Edeze se-
cured three votes.

Senator Paulinus Igwen-
wagu got two votes and Mr 
Augustine Nwazunku se-
cured one vote.

Ifeanyichukwu Odii got 
one vote, while Chris Usu-
lor and Sunday Opoke ab-
stained.

According to Okolo, 14 
invalid ballots were record-
ed.

 “I, Mr Chris Okolo, con-
ferred with the power to 
chair this panel, hereby de-
clare Senator Obinna Ogba 
winner. Having polled the 
highest number of  valid 
votes and having met all the 
requirements for the elec-
tion, he is hereby returned 
elected.

 “The exercise was count-
ed openly and witnessed 
by agents of  the aspirants, 
leaders of  the party present, 
as well as security agents,” 
Okolo said.

Human rights groups, Imo Coalition For Justice, Peace and True Democracy protest the  N1.9 Billion by former Deputy 
Governor of Imo state Prince Eze Madumere on Tuesday.

Owo Massacre: Death toll 
increases as doctors 
seek for blood donors 

A 
visit to the Federal 
Medical Centre, 
Owo and St Louis’ 

Catholic Hospital, Owo 
where the victims who sus-
tained injuries are receiving 
medical treatment showed 
that more victims had died. 
It was learnt that no fewer 
than 10 victims who were 
rushed to the hospital died 
between Sunday night and 
Monday morning.

Bishop, Catholic diocese 
of  Ondo, Bishop Jude Ar-
ogundade, confirmed that 
some other victims have 
died.

He did not give accu-
rate figure or the casual-
ties. “We are still counting 
the number of  the victims 
involved in the incident. 
Some people died between 
Sunday night and Monday 
morning. We’re mourning 
in Ondo Diocese. What 
happened in Owo was un-
expected and unfortunate.”

The Nigeria Medical As-
sociation (NMA) had earli-
er appealed to well spirited 
people, saying many of  the 
victims were in dire need 
of  blood. It was learnt that 
some victims of  the attack 
who are recuperating are in 
need of  blood.

Bishop Arogundade said 
Federal Government was 
not doing enough to curb 
insecurity in the country.

He urged the governors 
to ensure that those behind 
the killing and their spon-
sors were brought to book.

He said the church where 
the incident happened was 
one of  the biggest parish-
es of  the Catholic Church 
in Ondo State with 1,200 
seater capacity.

Workers of  the Federal 
Medical Centre and Saint 
Louis Hospital where the 
dead and the injured were 
taken to said 35 people 
were brought in dead.

Ondo attack: Uzodimma condemns
killing of worshippers 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma has con-
demned the Sun-

day invasion of  St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Owo, 
Ondo State by a group of  
terrorists, which claimed 
the life of  many worship-
pers and others wounded.

Governor Uzodimma 
commiserated with the 
Government and good 
people of  Ondo State as 
well as the families of  the 

victims and urged all to 
work in partnership with 
security agencies to fish out 
the perpetrators of  the das-
tard act for justice. 

The Governor said that 
terrorism and banditry 
have become a big threat 
to lives and property of  the 
citizenry and suggested that 
concerted efforts be made 
through collaboration of  
well meaning Nigerians to 
stamp out the evil.

Meanwhile, Ogba, in his 
acceptance speech, extend-
ed his hand of  fellowship 
to the other contestants and 
declared his victory as “vic-
tory for the PDP.“

He thanked the delegates, 
party members and leaders 
of  PDP for entrusting him 
with their mandate to fly 
the party’s flag in the state 

governorship election in 
2023.

He said: “I feel very hap-
py, I thank the Almighty 
God who made the event 
very successful; I thank all 
our party members for find-
ing me worthy to fly the 
flag of  our great party, the 
PDP.

 “To my fellow contest-

ants, I extend my hand of  
fellowship to them; this is a 
sport and one person must 
win and I call on them to 
come and join me so that 
we can take our party to the 
highest level.“

Also in an interview, the 
State Party Chairman, To-
chukwu Okorie, commend-
ed the party delegates for 

peaceful and orderly con-
duct throughout the exer-
cise.

Okorie also commended 
the electoral panel for con-
ducting a seamless, peace-
ful, transparent and credi-
ble exercise and urged those 
who lost to team up to en-
sure victory for the party at 
the 2023 general elections.

South-East aspirants write Buhari 
to choose from amongst them

A
ll Progressives Con-
gress Presidential 
aspirants from the 

South-East have written a 
letter to President Muham-
madu Buhari to allow the 
South-East produce the 
next presidential candidate 
of  the party. 

In a copy of  the letter ob-
tained by our correspondent 
on Tuesday, the aspirants 
urged Buhari to intervene 
during the convention for 
“proper guidance”. 

The letter was signed 
by Ikeobasi Mokelu, for-
mer ministers of  Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion, Dr Ogbonnaya Onu; 
state for Education, Chuk-
wuemeka Nwajiuba, Eb-
onyi State Governor, Dave 
Umahi, and Mrs. Ken Uju-
Ohanenye. 

Senator Rochas Okoro-
cha was listed among signa-
tories but didn’t append his 
signature.

The full letter reads:
We the undersigned, who 

are aspirants to the Office of  
President on the platform 
of  our party the APC. write 
to commend your fatherly 

leadership of  our country 
and our party. 

2. We also commend your 
unequivocal approval of  the 
position of  the 14 Progres-
sive governors from North-
ern Nigeria, to ensure that 
your successor is elected 
from the southern part of  
Nigeria. We also commend 
the governors for this pa-
triotic and unifying stand. 
United we stand – Our uni-
ty in diversity has been the 
rallying point of  all patriots. 

3. Your Excellency. We 
most humbly request that 
this position of  our broth-
ers from the North be 
deepened and made even 
more wholesome by further 
zoning this position to the 
South-East.

4. We are all aware that 
no President can emerge 
without the support of  var-
ious geopolitical zones and 
without the express collab-
oration of  our brothers and 
sisters from other zones of  
Nigeria. 

5. With our Convention 
at hand, your kind directive 
for the deepening of  unity 
in diversity, championed by 

our founding fathers solely 
on the basis of  strength-
ening national unity and 
cohesion and for rousing 
victory at the 2023 elections 
are stated objectives in your 
speeches to the Progressive 
governors forum, the APC 
aspirants dinner and the 
meeting of  APC stakehold-
ers. 

6. Furthermore. We are 
humbly requesting that 
you consider and pick your 
chosen candidate from the 
South-East aspirants in line 

with your stated objectives 
of  handing over to trusted 
party loyalists. 

7. We humbly seek your 
Excellency’s prompt and 
kind intervention to enable 
the party delegates to as-
sume proper guidance. 

8. Please accept as always. 
Our continuing loyalty and 
assurances of  our esteem 
regards and obedience to 
whichever candidate your 
Excellency deems fit and 
appropriate to adopt as the 
candidate of  the party.
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Editorial

here has been consistent concern Tin recent times about the steady 
rise in the cost of conducting 

elections in Nigeria, despite the steady 
decline in voter turnout, and even as 
citizens continue to lose interest in not 
only the electoral process but in 
governance.

The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), proposed N305 
billion for the conduct of  the 2023 
general elections in its Election Project 
Plan (EPP). This represents a 67 per cent 
increase over the N189 billion spent on 
the 2019 elections. It is important to 
note, however, that the 2023 elections are 
expected to have more registered voters 
than the 84 million registered voters 
recorded in 2019, with over 56,000 new 
polling units. It is also worth noting that 
t h e  2 0 1 9  ge n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  s aw 
approximately a 35 per cent voter 
turnout, whereas the most recent 
governorship election held in Anambra 
in 2021 saw an all-time low voter turnout 
of 10 per cent.

The main reasons for this are due to 
the lack of trust in the process and the 
fact that Nigerians do not always feel the 
effects of  governance. Regardless, 
elections will continue to be held at 
higher costs, with INEC making 
provisions for all eligible voters, 
including the more than 60 per cent who 
may not show up. Political analysts may 
argue that the cost of  conducting 
elections in Nigeria will continue to rise, 
but the reality is that voter turnout may 
continue to fall if practical steps to 
address voter apathy in Nigeria are not 
taken.

 B u t ,  r e c e n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
innovations by election stakeholders, 
particularly Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC), are 
gradually demonstrating that citizens are 
probably willing to participate in the 
process, only if it is seamless. In fact, the 
ongoing Continuous Voters Registration 
(CVR) process, which began online, has 
revealed that more young people are 
accessing the online portal to register. 
For example, as of May 16, over 16 
million Nigerians had accessed the INEC 
portal for new registration, transfer of 
registration, request for new Permanent 
Voters Card, voter information update, 
and other purposes. Over nine million 
prospective voters have begun the process 
of joining the voters' register online, but 

only slightly more than five million 
Nigerians have gone on to complete the 
process at the INEC registration centres 
(this includes the 1.4 million that were 
flagged as invalid). If the process was 
only done online, an enormous number 
of voters would have been added to the 
register, increasing citizens' trust in the 
process.

Beyond the CVR, technological 
advancements such as the Smart Card 
Reader, Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS), and the report viewing 
portal have demonstrated that the 
electoral process can be made more 
transparent and credible, thereby 
encouraging participation. Ordinary 
citizens could view results from the 
result viewing portal, even before the 
official election results were announced 
dur ing  the  2020  Edo  and  Ondo 
governorship elections. During the Ondo 
elections in 2022, a leading election 
observer group reported that more than 
90 per cent of the election results were 
available on the portal by 4 p.m.

Thus, not only INEC, but also 
security agencies, can use technological 
devices to create early warning systems 
that will prevent electoral violence from 
escalating. To ensure transparency, 
critical election stakeholders are 
deploying technologies to track the 
election day process from arrival, set-up, 
and accreditation to the announcement 
of results. A technological system that 
can track election results and making it 
available in real-time. This technological 
system can encourage citizens to actively 
engage in the electoral process and also 
monitor their polling units. With 
effective deployment of Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT), 
ordinary citizens can observe the process 
and verify the accuracy of  official 
election results.

We therefore submit that the election 
management bodies and civil society 
organisations should use technology to 
make the registration process seamless, 
encouraging citizens to participate, and 
the election day process transparent and 
credible enough to ensure the sanctity of 
vote, especially, now that the 2022 
Electoral Act has empowered INEC to 
deploy technology for the accreditation 
and transmission of election results in 
order to address voter apathy, especially 
among the youths who are by far the 
largest demography.

Controlling voter apathy
through hi-tech electoral
process 
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 By Azuka Onwuka

S
unday’s terror attack 
at St Francis Catholic 
Church, Owo, Ondo 
State in South-West 

Nigeria opened a new chapter 
in the parlous security situa-
tion in Nigeria. The terrorists 
tactically chose a church and 
a location in southern Nige-
ria to make a statement that 
its reach had gone beyond the 
North as was previously as-
sumed. 

Since 2009 when the Islam-
ic terror group, Boko Haram, 
adopted suicide bombing as 
part of its modus operandi, 
terror attacks on churches, 
mosques, schools, police sta-
tions, military formations, 
and government agencies, and 
had occurred mainly in the 
North. 

With the Owo massacre, 
which reportedly killed dozens 
of  worshippers - put at between 
30 and 70 - worship centres 
across Nigeria will no longer be 
at ease. Places where many peo-
ple gather like shopping malls, 
schools, markets, public buses, 
bus stops, etc, will be seen as 
potential targets. 

Reports said that the uniden-
tified attackers got to the church 
when the service was closing, 
detonated bombs, which cre-
ated panic, and then began to 
mow down the worshippers as 
they burst out of  the church in a 
bid to escape. Many children, as 
well as women and men, were 
among those killed.

Narrating the incident to 
CNN on Sunday, not long after 
the incident occurred, Adeyemi 
Olayemi, the legislator repre-
senting the Owo constituency 
in the Ondo State House of  
Assembly, said that at least 28 
people were killed. But some of  
the injured taken to the hospital 
died afterwards. Olayemi said 
the attackers came in motorcy-
cles and started shooting spo-
radically, killing many people. 

THISDAY newspaper re-
ported that, when it visited the 
church, it observed that the 
gunmen used dynamites to de-
stroy the altar of  the church. 
Part of  the POP of  the altar was 
destroyed due to the impact of  
the explosives. The floor of  the 
church was smeared with the 
blood of  the casualties. An eye-
witness, Ikechukwu Eze, dis-
closed that the gunmen were up 
to 10, adding that when security 
men later arrived at the scene of  
the incident, the angry people 
chased them away. 

Throughout Sunday and the 
greater part of  Monday, no 
group took responsibility for 

the attack or gave any reason 
for carrying out the attack. But 
what reason could be adduced 
for such a heinous attack? 

It seems that each time, those 
carrying out these attacks try to 
break whatever record they had 
set. On March 26, some gun-
men breached security at the 
Kaduna International Airport, 
North-West Nigeria, but only 
succeeded in killing one person. 
Two days after, they attacked a 
train operating between Kaduna 
and Abuja, the capital of  Ni-
geria, killing some people and 
abducting many of  the passen-
gers. Those who paid the huge 
ransoms were promptly set free, 
while some are still in their cus-
tody over a month after. 

Talking about ransom, last 
week, the Prelate of  the Meth-
odist Church in Nigeria, the 
Most Rev. Samuel Kanu-Uche, 
recounted his kidnapping expe-
rience, saying that the kidnap-
pers demanded a ransom of  
N100 million. They were threat-
ened with death if  that amount 
was not paid and promptly too. 
The minister said that their ab-
ductors boasted that they would 
use the ransom to buy weapons 
and get ready to take on any 
group. 

On Thursday, two persons 
were killed and many injured 
in an explosion that occurred 
during an annual Echane festi-
val in the Idoji area of  Okene, 
Kogi State. Kogi State is in the 
North-Central zone of  Nige-
ria but shares boundaries with 
Ondo State. Reports say that 
the explosion occurred close to 
the Idoji market in the town on 
Thursday evening. 

On Saturday, the Islamic State 

in West Africa Province took 
credit for the attack, claiming 
that 20 people were killed in-
stead of  the two confirmed by 
the police. The police said they 
were waiting for the outcome 
of  the investigation by their an-
ti-bomb unit to confirm what 
type of  device caused the explo-
sion. 

Giving an update on attacks 
that have occurred in Kogi State 
in recent times, an online news-
paper, TheCable, reported that 
on April 23, gunmen attacked a 
police station in Adavi LGA in 
the state, which resulted in the 
death of  three police officers. A 
few days later, ISWAP claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

On May 11, there was an ex-
plosion at a bar in Lewu Junc-
tion area of  Kabba town, Kogi. 
Two weeks later, another explo-
sion occurred at a bar in Kabba 
town, Kabbah-Bunu LGA. 

Ondo State has also been at 

the forefront of  the campaign 
against open grazing. On many 
occasions, the Ondo State Se-
curity Network Agency, code-
named Amotekun, had seized 
heads of  cattle grazing in the 
open and their owners have 
been made to pay a fine to re-
claim them. This has elicited 
condemnation from different 
herdsmen’s groups, who had 
seen the ban on open grazing 
and arrest as victimisation.

Reacting to the attack on St 
Francis Church, Owo, the Gov-
ernor of  Ondo State, Rotimi 
Akeredolu, who is from Owo, 
said, “It is a black Sunday in 
Owo. Our hearts are heavy. Our 
peace and tranquillity have been 
attacked by the enemies of  the 
people. This is a personal loss, 
an attack on our dear state… I 
have had to cut short my party’s 
national assignment in Abuja 
and visit Owo immediately. This 
is an unexpected development. I 

am shocked, to say the least. 
“We shall never bow to the 

machinations of  heartless ele-
ments in our resolves to rid our 
state of  criminals. I commiserate 
with my people in Owo, particu-
larly, the families of  those who 
lost their lives to this ugly and 
unfortunate attack. I extend my 
condolences to Olowo of  Owo, 
Oba Gbadegesin Ogunoye, as 
well as the Catholic Church.” 

In his own response to the 
attack, President of  Nigeria, 
Muhammadu Buhari, said in a 
statement by his Special Advis-
er on Media and Publicity, Mr 
Femi Adesina, that “only friends 
from the northern region could 
have conceived and carried out 
such dastardly act.” He added, 
“No matter what, this country 
shall never give in to evil and 
wicked people and darkness will 
never overcome the light. Nige-
ria will eventually win.” 

That the people feel frustrated 
and helpless manifested in the 
way they reacted to the secu-
rity operatives who visited the 
scene of  the attack. By chasing 
them away, the people registered 
their displeasure that the nation 
has been ineffective in protect-
ing them against similar attacks 
across the country. Reports say 
that the gunmen operated for 
between 20 and 30 minutes 
without any response from the 
security operatives. 

The people who carried out 
the attack could also have the in-
tention to create an inter-ethnic 
fight. Both the state and federal 
governments should take meas-
ures to ensure that this does not 
escalate to that. 

Nigeria has been failing its 
citizens repeatedly. One year to 
the end of  his second four-year 
term, it is hoped that Buhari will 
finally take steps that will make 
him stop sending out condo-
lence messages every week or 
fortnight. He is a president and 
not an undertaker.

Owo terror attack: A new phase
of insecurity begins in Nigeria

“
We shall never bow to the machinations of 

heartless elements  in our resolves to rid our 
state of criminals. I commiserate with my people
 in Owo, particularly the families of those who 

lost their lives to this ugly and unfortunate attack.
 I extend my condolences to Olowo of Owo, 

Oba Gbadegesin Ogunoye, as well as the 
Catholic Church.” In his own response 

to the attack, President of Nigeria,
 Muhammadu Buhari, said in a statement by his 

Special Adviser on Media and Publicity, 
Mr Femi Adesina, that  only friends from the 

Northern  region could have conceived and 
carried out such dastardly act.  He added:

 “No matter what, this country shall never give 
in to evil and wicked people and darkness 

will never overcome the light. Nigeria will eventually win”

Victims of Owo church massacre.
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Varsity unions, FG renegotiation committee sitting ends 
h e  u n i v e r s i t y Tunions' and Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t 

renegotiation committee 
sitting will end today. 

It was reported that the 
Federal Government on 
M a r c h  7 ,  2 0 2 2 , 
inaugura ted  a  seven-
person committee tasked 
with the renegotiation of  
t h e  2 0 0 9  a g r e e m e n t 
r e a c h e d  w i t h  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities and the other 
three unions including, 
T h e  J o i n t  A c t i o n 
Committee of  the Senior 

e n u e  S t a t e BGovernor, Samuel 
Ortom said he gave 

priority to basic education 
because it is the foundation 
of  general education.

Ortom stated this while 
a d d r e s s i n g  e d u c a t i o n 
stakeholders comprising 
teachers, parents and school 
proprietors at Government 
House Makurdi.

He stated that once 
pupils got it right at the 
foundation level, learning 
at secondary and higher 
level becomes easier.

H e  s a i d  h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s 
constructed and upgraded 
1,500 primary schools 
a c r o s s  t h e  2 3  l o c a l 
government areas in Benue 
State.

He said this was apart 
from providing learning 
materials like chairs, table 
and magic board.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Governor, on assumption 
of  duty he implemented 
N18, 000 minimum wage 
for  Benue  teachers,  a 
development he stressed 
s e r v e d  a s  a  m a j o r 
motivation for the teachers

He challenged school 
managers to monitor public 
school performance to 
e n h a n c e  q u a l i t y  o f  
education stated further 
that education is the only 
industry in Benue state.

” I gave priority to 
education because when 
p e o p l e  a r e  p r o p e r l y 
educated, they can be more 
useful to the society and 
Benue cannot lack behind,” 
he stressed.

He stated that Benue 
ranks among the best in 
standard of  education 
across Nigeria as a result of  
unprecedented investment, 
which accounts for the 
brilliant performances of  its 
s t u d e n t s  a t  n a t i o n a l 
academic competitions.

He also noted that the 
overall second best student 
in the Unified Tertiary 

Matriculation Examination 
(UTME) came from Benue 
State, stressing that the 
State ranks third in the 
Senior School Certificate 
E x a m i n a t i o n  ( S S C E ) 
conducted yearly by West 
Afr ican Examinat ions 
Council, WAEC.

“Benue is one of  the 
best in Nigeria in terms of  
education. It is common 
knowledge that whenever 
students from Benue go on 
any competition, they are 
either first, second or third 
and have never gone beyond 
that.

“Last year, the overall 
second best student in Joint 
A d m i s s i o n  a n d 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  B o a r d , 
JAMB examination came 
from Benue. In the nation 
we are number three in 
terms of  performances in 
t h e  W e s t  A f r i c a n 
Examinations Council, 
WAEC. That is Benue is the 
third best in the country,” 
Ortom said.

“We have place Benue 
State University Makurdi 
on first line and we paid 
them and they are on strike 
because of  directives from 
ASUU”

“We have also placed 
emphasis on technical 
education as a deliberate 
po l i cy  to  addres s  the 
problem of  unemployment 
because with technical 
education, graduates would 

become self  employed and 
as well become employers.

“ A s  a  w a y  o f  
encouraging technical 
e d u c a t i o n  w e  h a v e 
approved the upgrade of  
t w o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o 
Polytechnics in the state, a 
development aimed at 
p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y 
vocational education to 
people of  the State,” he 
added.

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
reconstruction of  primary 
and secondary schools 
across the state has been 
o n g o i n g  s i n c e  2 0 1 5 , 
stressing that customized 
furniture was also being 
p rov ided  say ing”  our 
administration giant strides 
in education will benefit 
generations yet to come.

“I have also continued 
to match UBEC grant for 
massive improvement of  
primary school classrooms 
f o r  e n h a n c e  l e a r n i n g 
condition”.

Responding on behalf  
o f  H e a d  o f  S c h o o l 
A g e n c i e s ,  D r . F r a n k 
I k y u g u n  w h o  i s  t h e 
Executive Secretary Benue 
State Teaching Service 
Board commended the 
Governor for the attention 
giving to education.

Dr Ikyugun assured him 
of  strict supervision of  
schools and teachers for 
quality performance.

and SSANU nat ional 
p r e s i d e n t s ,  P r o f . 
Emmanuel Osodeke and 
Mr Mohammed Ibrahim 
respectively, the Briggs 
c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n 
meeting with the various 
unions since May 2022 to 
r e n e g o t i a t e  t h e i r 
agreements.

Osodeke said “There is 
progress but it depends on 
the government side. We 
had a fairly good meeting 
we are still trying to resolve 
the issues. 

“Until we get the final 
r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e 

ASUU commenced its 
ongoing strike on February 
14, 2022, after the Federal 
Government failed to meet 
some of  i t s  demands 
including, the release of  
revitalisation funds for 
universities, renegotiation 
of  the 2009 FGN/ASUU 
agreement,  release of  
earned allowances for 
university lecturers, and 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e 
University Transparency 
a n d  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution. 

SSANU's strike started 
with a warning strike of  
t w o  w e e k s  w h i c h 
commenced on March 27, 
2021, while the extension 
of  another two weeks 
commenced on Sunday 
Apr i l  10 ,  2022 .  I t  i s 
ongoing, having being 
reported that it has been 
extended by a month. 

Some of  the demands 
of  SSANU include the 
inconsistent issue of  the 
Integrated Payroll and 
Personnel Information 
System, unpaid earned 
allowances, and delay in 
the renegotiation of  FGN, 
N A S U ,  S S A N U 
agreements,  and non-
payment of  minimum 
wage arrears. 

Others include neglect 

S t a f f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigerian Universities and 
N o n - A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
Union of  Educational and 
Associated Institutions 
a n d  T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Association of  Academic 
Technologists. 

The committee which 
wa s  c h a i r e d  b y  P r o -
Chancellor, Alex Ekweme 
Federal University Ndufu-
Alike, Emeritus Professor 
Nimi Briggs was given 
three months to conclude 
the renegotiation with 
ASUU and other unions. 

According to ASUU 

gover nment.   We are 
trying to work in the same 
direction. They are also 
testing UTAS.'' 

It is believed that the 
committee would submit 
its report to the FG this 
week or they could be given 
an extension. 

The Committee, which 
is expected to review the 
d r a f t  p r o p o s e d 
FGN/ASUU Agreement, 
has the following Terms of  
Reference,  l ia i se  and 
consul t  with re levant 
stakeholders to finalise the 
position of  the Federal 
Government to the issues 
in the draft  proposed 
F G N / A S U U 
Renegotiated Agreement; 
renegotiate in realistic and 
workable terms the 2009 
Agreements with other 
University-Based Unions; 
negotiate and recommend 
a n y  o t h e r  i s s u e  t h e 
Committee deems relevant 
to reposition the NUC for 
global competitiveness; 
and submit proposed draft 
agreements within three 
months from the date of  
inauguration. 

Likewise, all the unions 
are presently on strike over 
unmet demands of  the 
2009 agreements with the 
unions.

h e  E x e c u t i v e TSecretary of  the 
N a t i o n a l 

Commission for Nomadic 
Education, NCNE, Prof. 
Bashir Usman, has called 
for Multi-faceted approach 
to tackle out-of  School 
C h i l d r e n  i n  N i g e r i a 
especial ly  among the 
Nomadic groups to curb 
the rising insecurity and 
incessant clashes between 
the herders and farmers.

Prof .Usman spoke 
while delivering a keynote 
address at the opening 
ceremony of  a five-day 
Training Workshop for 
Staff  of  NCNE on Radio 
Production for the Take-
off  of  Radio Zamanu 
International, which is 
a i m e d  a t  e d u c a t i n g 
nomads in Nigeria.

P r o f .  B a s h i r 
represented by Director, 
Quality Assurance of  the 
Commission, Mr. Akin 
Akinyosoye, said in view 
of  this, the commission 
intends to use its new 
Radio s tat ion,  Radio 
Zamanu, to promote peace 
between the herders and 
their farming neighbours 

star ting from Gombe, 
Kano, Oyo and Plateau 
states.

“We shall use the radio 
to vigorously campaign for 
improved enrollment, 
retention, transition and 
progression of  nomadic 
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r 
e d u c a t i o n a l  c a r e e r s 
through various startegies 
of  radio programming,” he 
said.

Also speaking at the 
event, the NCNE's Head 
of  Social Mobilization and 
Women Development, Dr. 
Fidelis Idoko said, “with 
license to operate Radio 
Zamanu International, the 
Commission is  better 
e q u i p p e d  t o  p r ov i d e 
qual i ty  tu i t ion to  i t s 
targeted group via the 
radio technology.”

In an opening remark, 

t h e  K a d u n a  Z o n a l 
Director of  Federal Radio 
Corporation of  Nigeria, 
F RC N,  M a l .  B u h a r i 
Awwalu, said “No amount 
of  military bullets and 
b o m b s  c a n  s t o p  t h e 
s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n g e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  b a n d i t r y 
bedeviling Nigeria.”

Represented by the 

G e n e r a l  M a n a ge r  o f  

Karama Radio, Kaduna, 

Mal. AbdulRahman Nuhu 

Bayero, the FRCN boss 

h o w e v e r  c a l l e d  f o r 

improved funding and 

e q u i p m e n t  f o r  t h e 

N o m a d i c  E d u c a t i o n 

Commission, to enable it 

p roper ly  educate  the 

nomads and bring an end 

to banditry.

and poor funding of  state 
universities, non-payment 
of  retirement benefits to 
outgoing members of  the 
unions, and usurpation of  
the headship of  non-
teaching units in clear 
violation of  conditions of  
service and establishment 
procedures, among others. 

Other members of  the 
Briggs committee are Pro-
C h a n c e l l o r,  Fe d e r a l 
University, Wukari, Arc. 
Lawrence Patrick Ngbale, 
who represents North 
East ;  Pro-Chancel lor, 
Federal University, Birnin 
K e b b i ,  P r o f .  F u n m i 
To g u n u - B i c k e r s t e t h , 
representing South West 
a n d  P r o - C h a n c e l l o r, 
Fe d e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y, 
Lokoja, Senator Chris 
Adighije, representing 
South East.

Also on the team are 
Pro-Chancellor, Federal 
University of  Technology, 
Minna, Prof. Olu Obafemi 
from North-Central; Pro-
Chancellor, Kano State 
University of  Science & 
Technology, Prof. Zubairu 
Iliyasu, representing North 
West; and Pro-Chancellor, 
Niger Delta University, 
W i l b e r f o r c e  I s l a n d , 
Mathew Seiyefa from 
South-South. 

Why I gave priority to basic
education – Ortom

Education panacea to herders,
farmers conflict
— Nomadic Commission
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i t h  t h i s 

Wh o p e f u l l y 
i n t r i g u i n g 

question, I welcome you 
back to class. Because the 
statement is literary, it is 
likely to be intriguing. And 
it is relevant to our mission 
here because language and 
l i terature  are  c lose ly 
connected. Of  course, we 
also need to explore light 
issues at times, especially 
to reflect the disturbing 
mood that circumstances 
o f t e n  i n f l i c t  o n  o u r 
country. Just imagine the 
killing of  many innocent 
faithful  at  St  Francis 
Catholic Church, Owo, on 
Sunday. May the Lord heal 
our land. 

What literary device is 
involved in 'a beehive of  
inactivity '?  There are 
many literary devices in 
E n g l i s h 
language/literature, as 
there are in many other 
cultures too. Among them 
are simile,  metaphor, 
p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n , 
hyperbole, oxymoron, 
synecdoche, antithesis and 
alliteration. Concerning 

 total  of  3,135 

AUnified Tertiary 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

Examination and Direct 
E n t r y  e x a m i n a t i o n s 
candidates who scored 300 
and above in 2018, 2019 
and 2020 did not gain 
admission into tertiary 
institutions, according to 
reports. 

The figure is based on 
the admission statistics 
prepared by the Joint 
A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Matriculation Board for the 
three years. 

The statistics for 2018, 
2019 and 2020 were made 
available on the board's 
website. 

T h e  b o a r d  i s  s t i l l 
work ing  on  the  2021 
statistics following the 
conclusion of  the 2021 
admissions.

It was reported that 
while tertiary institutions 
are at liberty to determine 
their respective cut-off  
marks for admission, there 
is a widely held belief  that 
candidates  who score 
h i g h e r  m a r k s  h a v e 
advantages over those with 
poor UTME scores. 

In 2018, JAMB noted 
that though a total of  4,683 
candidates scored 300 and 
above, only 3,683 gained 
admission while 1,000 
candidates were unable to 
gain admission. 

In 2019, a total of  2,967 
candidates scored 300 and 
a b o v e ,  w h i l e  2 , 2 8 8 
candidates got admitted 
679 were denied admission. 

In 2020, a total of  4,948 
students scored 300 and 
a b o v e ,  w h i l e  3 , 4 9 2 
candidates were admitted, 
1 , 4 5 6  w e r e  d e n i e d 
admission. 

The JAMB registrar, 
Prof  Ishaq Oloyede, on the 
website of  the board listed, 
“Wrong O'Level subject 
combination; low post-
UTME screening score; 
n o n - a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
a d m i s s i o n  o f f e r ; 
duplication of  application; 
absence from post-UTME 
screening and mismatch of  
catchment” as some of  the 
reasons some candidates 
who scored over 300 marks 
did not get admission.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen, an educationist, 
Roseline Obamiyi, said 
there was the need to 
sensit ise students and 
parents on the need to 
select the right combination 
of  subjects for UTME 
examinations. 

Obamiyi said, “The 
i s s u e  o f  s u b j e c t 
combination is a big deal. 
In the JAMB brochure, 
there are UTME subject 
combinations for different 
courses. Similarly, at the 
O'Level, there are certain 

combinations. 
“For instance, you can't 

b e  a s p i r i n g  t o  s t u d y 
Medic ine  and choose 
Mathematics, English and 
Religious Studies as your 
UTME subjects. Students 
and parents need to be 
sensitised. JAMB is already 
doing enough by sensitising 
through the distribution of  
JAMB brochures.” 

M e a n w h i l e ,  a 
statement from the board's 
Head of  Public Affairs and 
P r o t o c o l ,  D r  Fa b i a n 
Benjamin, on Monday 
directed all candidates who 
registered for the UTME 
and DE but had yet to link 
their e-mail addresses with 
their profile to visit any 
JAMB approved Computer 
Based Test centres and do 
so. 

“With the examination 
completed, it has now 
become imperative for 
candidates to link their e-
mail addresses with their 
profiles to complete their 
registration process to 
facilitate the printing of  
their results.

“ To  d o  t h i s,  a l l  a 
candidate needs to do is to 
visit any accredited CBT 
centre to get the linkage 
done after which the e-mail 
becomes part and parcel of  
the candidates' completed 
profiles,” Benjamin said. 

inactivity. What figure of  
speech brings terms with 
opposite senses together? 

That is oxymoron. A 
juxtaposition of  words 
w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
meanings, the oxymoron 
is used to create surprises 
and puzzling effects. It can 
further be used to create a 

figure of  speech in which 
apparently contradictory 
t e r m s  a p p e a r  i n 
conjunct ion.  I t  g ives 
'falsely true' as an example. 
On the part of  Cambridge 
Dictionary, oxymoron 
refers to two words or 
phrases 'used together that 
have, or seem to have, 
opposite meanings': 

The very notion of  an 
entrepreneurial company 
man is an oxymoron. 

While the saying, 'a 
beehive of  inactivity' can 
also pass for a humour or 
an  i rony,  i t  he lps  to 
establish oxymoron as a 
figure that can be created 
by anyone once the person 
understands the concept 
a n d  i s s u e  i nv o l v e d , 
because the statement has 
to  be re levant  to  the 

the given question, a good 
way to start is to look at 
how 'beehive' contradicts 
' inac t iv i ty ' .  Of ten ,  a 
beehive is a bubbling or 
buzzing place. As a result, 
we have the saying, 'a 
beehive of  activity'. This 
t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e 
expression is a beehive of  

comic feeling or to subtly 
crit icise or condemn. 
Examples are a sweet-sour 
experience, a bitter-sweet 
pill, a bread and bullet 
offer, kind but stingy, 
tearful laughter etc. 

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a 
beehive of  inactivity, the 
writer  is  l ikely to be 
painting the picture of  
some people busy doing 
nothing. Perhaps they are 
pretending to be working 
without doing anything 
tangib le,  or  they  are 
running up and down for 
no good cause. So, instead 
of  saying the guys are time 
wasters or idle, the chap 
says they are involved in a 
beehive of  inactivity.

More on oxymoron 
The Oxford Advanced 

Dictionary defines it as a 

he Vice-Chancellor, TF e d e r a l  o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Technology Akure, Prof. 
Adenike Oladiji, has said 
she will ensure students 
receive quality education. 

A statement signed by 
the university added that 
students were the most 
r e l e v a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e 
university system while 
welcoming executives of  
the Federal University of  
Technolog y  o f  Akure 
Students Union who paid 
her a courtesy visit to 
formally welcome her as the 
new Vice-Chancellor. 

She said, “Students are 
the people who give the 
university an identity and 
utmost care must be taken 
to give them a rich learning 
experience to encourage 
give back upon graduation 
f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y. 
Students are the most 

r e l e v a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e 
university system and must 
b e  t r e a t e d  a s  u n i q u e 
individuals with respect to 
teaching, learning and 
research.'' 

Oladiji said one of  the 
cardinal focuses of  her 
vision was to enhance 
students' learning with a 
commitment to ensure that 
students had an excellent 
t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n 
experience while in FUTA.

“I desire a conducive 
learning environment that 
will promote premium give 
back from alumni who had 
a worthwhile experience 
while in FUTA. We must 
make students part of  the 
university family by giving 
them a sense of  belonging 
that will make them happy 
t o  g i v e  b a c k  t o  t h e 
University after leaving,” 
she said. 

She added that  the 

students, as a vital part of  
the university community, 
had a  ro le  to  p lay  in 
p r o m o t i n g  p e a c e  a n d 
stability. She assured the 
students of  the support of  
management in carrying 
out  their  functions as 
students' leaders.

In his response, the 
president of  FUTASU, 
Mr.Ibiyemi Abiodun said 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d 
cooperate with Oladiji to 
achieve her vision and 
mission. 

Earlier, the Dean of  
Students Affairs, Prof. 
Gbenga Onibi, who was 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e 
Students Affairs Officer, Mr 
Feyi Adetula , said FUTA 
had well-cultured students 
who had continued to 
demonstrate excellence and 
have become good example 
fo r  s tuden t s  o f  o the r 
institutions. 

context .  However,  in 
formal situations, you 
should resist addiction to 
oxymorons and other 
figures of  speech. You 
have to use them sparingly 
because you must present 
your thought as clearly as 
possible. 

Meanwhile, take note 
of  the concept of  irony as 
culled from one of  our 
earlier lessons:

Irony 
An irony is used when 

a person says the opposite 
of  what he has in mind. In 
speech, the way it is said, 
in terms of  tone, often 
gives it away as an irony: 

B a s e d  o n  t h e 
underdevelopment that 
characterises every facet of  
our lives, Nigeria is indeed 
the giant of  Africa! 

Dramatic irony 
The dramatic irony is 

often realised in a play or 
film. It captures a situation 
t h e  a u d i e n c e  k n o w 
something the characters 
or a particular actor is 
ignorant of. For instance, 
if  a play is about someone 
who wants to eliminate 
another person, he may 
decide to poison the latter.  
He can put poison in the 
target's food when the 
latter (victim) is obviously 
not there. But while doing 
this,  the audience or 
viewers are watching. 
When the target comes, he 
grabs the food and begins 
to eat. At that moment, the 
audience will scream, but 
their noises mean nothing 
to him because he does not 
know the meal has been 
poisoned.

What figure of speech is used in 'a beehive of inactivity'?
By Akeem Lasisi

3,135 candidates with high UTME
scores denied admission – JAMB

FUTA plans quality learning for
students
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Issues

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
member of Abia 
State House of As-
sembly, Hon Gin-
ger Onwusibe has 

cried out over a letter of ‘rus-
tication’ for one session sent 
to him by Abia State univer-
sity, Uturu, his Alma Mater.

Onwusibe, who recently 
left the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) for Labour Party 
(LP), attributed  his predic -
ament to his exit from PDP 
and his motion in the House 
of Assembly stopping out-
rageous school fees in Abia 
State University.

Abia State University had 
in a letter dated 1/6/2022 
and signed by Dr Acho Elen-
du, Registrar, informed On-
wusibe that he had been 
‘rusticated’ for one academic 
session in ABSU for alleged 
examination misconduct.

The management of  ABSU 
explained that the decision 
followed a recommendation 
by an investigative panel set 
up by the school to probe al-
leged examination malpractice 
involving the legislator, where 
according to the school, On-
wusibe was found guilty.

But Onwusibe, who spoke 
on the issue on Sunday, ad-
vised his Alma Mater against 
being a ready tool for political 
witch-hunt, maintaining that 
he was never involved in any 
examination malpractice as 
contained in the letter sent to 
him by ABSU.

He noted that he already got 
First Degree and a Master’s 
degree in the school before he 
got admission to study Law, 
which he is in presently in fi-
nal year.

“My ordeal began barely one 
week after I moved a motion 
on the floor of  the Abia State 
House of  Assembly condemn-
ing the arbitrary, unnecessary 
and unprecedented high in-
crease in the school fees of  our 
revered state-owned Univer-
sity and my dear alma mater 
and school, Abia State Univer-
sity, Uturu. 

While moving the motion, 
I drew the attention of  the 
House in details on how the 
fees were sharply increased 
up to 150% and that this will 
work extreme hardship on our 
poor parents. Of  course, after 
my motion, the House of  As-
sembly summoned the then 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ikonne 

Legislator kicks as varsity sends
him ‘rustication’ letter

to appear before it.”
Onwusibe continued, “The 

video of  my said motion went 
viral on different fora on so-
cial media platforms. This did 
not go down well with Prof. 
Ikonne who called me private-
ly to complain that he is not 
happy with me for the motion 
I had moved and that I should 
not have moved such because 
we are both brothers from Isia-
la Ngwa.”

“Few days after my said mo-
tion, we began our 2018/2019 
first semester examinations 
and I was in my second year. 
On the day for our Constitu-
tional Law (LAW 217) exam-
ination, I was sick and had not 
come for the examination.

 However, later on that day, 
the news went viral that I was 
caught in examination mal-
practice; while some say I 
was caught in the act, others 
say that someone was caught 
writing examination for me. I 
learnt that one Oparah Chide-
ra Hackney (a boy who I never 
knew until this incident and 
who I may not even recognize 
now) had claimed he was writ-
ing examination for me, Gin-
ger Onwusibe.”

According to Onwusibe, he 
was invited  by the then Dean 
of  the Faculty of  Law, Prof. 
Sam Erugo, (SAN) for a probe 
into the incident, explaining 
that he was shown   the an -
swer script which they had 
recovered from the alleged im-
personator, Oparah Chidera 
Hackney who claimed he was 
writing exam  for him. 

The Ntigha- born legislator  
noted that on  close scrutiny, 
it was allegedly discovered 
that the matriculation num-
ber used by the said impostor 

Oparah Chidera Hackney was 
different from his (Onwusibe’) 
matriculation number.  

“Some weeks later, I was 
called on phone by one Prof. 
Uduma of  the Political Sci-
ence Department who in-
formed me that he is heading 
an Investigative Panel on an 
alleged examination malprac-
tice by me. He informed me of  
the day they will sit. It should 
be noted that they never for-
mally served me a written in-
vitation summoning me to the 
panel. The panel consisted of  
the said Prof. Uduma and Dr. 
Chizoba Okpara among a few 
other staff  of  the University.

He stated he was not found 
guilty of  the said exam mal-
practice, adding that he even  
re-registered for the course 
in his third year which he re-
wrote and passed.

He further lamented  that 
powerful persons in Abia State 
government house  and the 
PDP were behind the letter of  
‘Rustication’, just to destroy 
his political ambition.

Recall that an Abia State 
University  the Investigative 
Panel in its reports, said;

“In consideration of  the 
findings and recommenda-
tions of  the report of  Inves-
tigative Panel on the alleged 

examination misconduct by 
you, Mr Onwusibe Ginge r 
Obinna, having been aided by 
Opara Chidera Hackney and 
Anthony Ugonna during the 
2018/2019 academic session, 
the management noted as fol-
lows :

“That Opara Chidera Hack-
ney admitted impersonating  
you Onwusibe Ginger Obin-
na on mutual agreement  in 
the first semester and second 
semester 2018/2019 examina-
tions in the following courses  
Law 211- Family Law, Law 
225- Legal System and Law 
217- Constitutional Law.”

The school continued, “That 
having established the fact 
that the answer booklets in the 
above examinations papers 
which were in your name but 
in the hand writing of  Opara 
Chidera Hackney, you were 
found guilty of  examination 
misconduct.”

It added that as recommend-
ed by the Investigative Panel 
in accordance with the univer-
sity’s academic regulations, 
that Onwusibe had been ‘rus-
ticated’ for one academic year 
2021/2022.

This, according to the Panel 
means that he is to retake the 
200-level courses.

But the grassroots politician 
has vowed to remain in fo-
cused in his political and leg-
islative representations.

“
In consideration of the findings and recommendations of

 the report of Investigative Panel on the alleged examination 
misconduct by you, Mr Onwusibe Ginger  Obinna, having been
 aided by Opara Chidera Hackney and Anthony Ugonna during

 the 2018/2019 academic session, the management noted as follows:
“That Opara Chidera Hackney admitted impersonating  you
 Onwusibe Ginger Obinna on mutual agreement  in the first

 semester and second semester 2018/2019 examinations in the 
following courses  Law 211- Family Law, Law 225- Legal System

 and Law 217- Constitutional Law.” The school continued, 
“That having established the fact that the answer booklets

 in the above examinations papers which were in your name 
but in the hand writing of Opara Chidera Hackney, 
you were  found guilty of examination misconduct”

Ginger Onwusibe
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ormer Senate President, FKen Nnamani dropped out 
of  the race for the All 

P r o g r e s s i v e s  C o n g r e s s ' 
presidential ticket, last Monday.

He made this known during a 
press conference in Abuja on 
Monday.

Nnamani said his decision 
was motivated by the APC's 
d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  z o n e  t h e 
p r e s i d e n c y  t o  t h e  S o u t h , 
specifically the South-East.

He a l so  noted  that  the 
p r o c e s s e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
presidential primaries had been 
beclouded by a lack of  certainty 
on schedules and timelines.

“This uncertainty frustrated 
effective campaigns and made the 
primary a game for those with 
deep pockets (mostly those in 
control of  state funds, political 
offices and party structure),” 
Nnamani said.

He said he had been unable to 
market his “profile and ideas” to 
party delegates.

“ T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l e  I 
discontinue my aspiration, I wish 
the Party a successful primary and 
unity of  purpose, so that we can 
win the 2023 general elections,” 
he said.

“I will continue to engage 
with the Party and it's leadership 
to make sure that the ideas and 
va l u e s  t h a t  I  c h e r i s h  a n d 
propagate find strong footing in 
the party administration and in 
publ ic  leadership af ter  the 
elections.

Mr Nnamani advocated for a 
Vice Presidential candidate from 
the South-East.

“No matter the outcome of  
the Presidential primary, I pray 
that our Party does justice to the 
Southeast that ought to present 
the next presidential candidate of  
our Party,” he said.

“I would be glad if  any of  my 
Colleagues from the Southeast 
vying for the office wins the 
primary. Any of  them can provide 
strong leadership to the country.”

Full version of  his press 
statement below:

 TIME TO STAND ON 
PRINCIPLES

A Text of  Press Statement by 
Senator Ken Nnamani on the 
APC Pres ident ia l  Pr imar y 
Convention

Ladies and gentlemen of  the 
press, I want to address you on the 
developments in the upcoming 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
primary scheduled for June 6-7, 
2022. As you all know, the 
screening of  the aspirants for 
president has been completed and 

the report submitted to the 
National Chairman of  the APC. I 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s c r e e n i n g 
committee for its work. The issues 
I raised in this statement have no 
bearing on the outcome of  the 
screening exercise. They relate to 
the large questions of  justice and 
equity and how the leadership of  
our party wish to be remembered 
in history. The issues I want to 
raise are about the management 
of  party politics to achieve the 
fundamental objectives and 
directive principles of  state policy 
as articulated in Chapter 2 of  the 
Nigerian constitution. They are 
about sustaining the visions of  the 
founding fathers of  the APC and 
the aspirations of  millions of  
Nigerians who have placed trust 
in our party.

You will recall that on March 
26, 2022, a new set of  members of  
the National Working Committee 
of  the APC was elected in an 
elective convention. In that 
election, there was a unity list 
which was endorsed by all the 
Governors and other leaders of  
the Party from different regions, 
and approved by Mr. President. 
The unity list was anchored on the 
core principles of  the party to 
rotate and zone political offices. 
The Party swapped positions 
between the North and South. 
The party offices that were 
occupied by leaders from the 
S o u t h  we r e  a u t o m a t i c a l ly 

transferred to the North. This 
expla ins  why no Souther n 
Candidate contested for the office 
of  the National Chairman at the 
convention. Everyone accepted 
that the position of  the National 
Chairman was zoned to the north, 
while the position of  the President 
was reserved for the Southern 
aspirants.

The clear understanding of  
par ty  Members  i s  that  the 
Presidential Candidate of  the 
party will come from the South 
while only aspirants from the 
zone will contest for the office. 
This is a logical follow-up to the 
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Convention. The statements of  
party leaders confirmed this 
general perception. In the initial 
weeks after the announcement of  
the timetable for the election and 
commencement of  sale of  forms, 
the belief  that APC would zone its 
presidential ticket to the South 
c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  o n l y 
Southerners purchased forms, 
except Gov. Yahaya Bello. The 
fact that leading Northerners 
failed to indicate interest in the 
race convinced many of  us that 
our Party will thread the path of  
honor and justice by zoning its 
presidency to the South after a 
president of  Northern extraction 
had completed eight years under 
the party platform.

But the events of  recent days 
have created the impression that 

zoning had been jettisoned in the 
APC. The vacillation of  party 
Leaders with regards to zoning of  
the APC presidential ticket has 
not created clarity in the Party and 
injures the confidence and faith of  
many in the South, particularly 
the Southeast, in the Party. It has 
the implication of  suggesting to 
many in the Party, including 
myself, that the Party will allow 
conveniences of  the moment to 
override foundational issues of  
justice and fairness. Considering 
the events of  the recent past, all 
well-meaning Nigerians must 
reaffirm faith in the constitutional 
values of  justice and fairness. 
These values are what will sustain 
our democracy as we confront the 
headwinds of  pluralism and 
sectarianism. We should never 
a l low shor t - t e r m po l i t i ca l 
advantages to override these 
values.

But let me commend the 11 
(eleven) Governors from the 
North for the intelligence and the 
courage to speak out in defense of  
zoning the APC presidential 
ticket to the South. This gesture, 
though belated, is an example of  
statesmanship in time of  anxiety. 
By recognizing the centrality of  
Justice in our politics, these 
governors have underlined a core 
v a l u e  i n  o u r  r e p u b l i c a n 
government. Their action has 
given further hope that justice still 
means something for us. It could 

have been more reassuring and 
impactful if  their statement was 
issued early enough to be adopted 
by the  Nat ional  Execut ive 
Committee (NEC) of  our Party. It 
would have had greater impact if  
the statement had argued for the 
presidential ticket to be micro-
zoned to the Southeast the only 
zone in the South that has not 
produced the President nor Vice 
President since the return to 
democracy in 1999.

Another issue that beclouded 
the process for the primary was 
the lack of  certainty on schedules 
and timelines. This uncertainty 
frustrated effective campaigns 
and made the primary a game for 
those with deep pockets (mostly 
those in control of  state funds, 
pol i t ica l  o f f ices  and par ty 
structure). I do not belong to any 
of  these groups. However, I have 
the ideas and competences to get 
the country working, to solve the 
crises of  economic stagnation, 
insecurity and political instability. 
My faith for entering the race is 
that I will have the opportunity to 
p r e s e n t  m y  c r e d e n t i a l s , 
achievements and ideas for the 
f u t u r e  o f  N i g e r i a .  I  h a d 
anticipated that the Party would 
have been more definitive with 
their plans for timely screening, so 
as to allow for meaningful 
consultations and campaigns. But 
that opportunity never came. The 
schedules were uncertain, even 
until a few days to the primary 
election.

G i v e n  t h e  p r e s e n t 
circumstances, it does not make 
any sense for me to continue in the 
race as I have not had the 
opportunity to market my profile 
and ideas to the delegates of  our 
party in a manner that allows for 
deliberation and introspection. 
Therefore, while I discontinue my 
aspiration, I wish the Party a 
successful primary and unity of  
purpose, so that we can win the 
2023 general elections. I will 
continue to engage with the Party 
and it's Leadership to make sure 
that the ideas and values that I 
cherish and propagate find strong 
f o o t i n g  i n  t h e  p a r t y 
administration and in public 
leadership after the elections.

No matter the outcome of  the 
Presidential primary, I pray that 
our Party does justice to the 
Southeast that ought to present 
the next presidential candidate of  
our Party. I would be glad if  any 
of  my Colleagues from the 
Southeast vying for the office 
wins the primary. Any of  them 
can provide strong leadership to 
the country.

How Nnamani's drop out from APC
Presidential race motivated zoning
Presidency to South
By Bright C. J. Okereke

Nnamani
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News Feature

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

D
etermined to boost 
food production in 
the country, Enugu 
State Government 

yesterday, organized a 5-day 
intensive training for over 
eighty indigenous Agricultural 
extension workers in modern 
farming techniques under the 
African Union Development 
Agency (AUDA)/New Partner-
ship for African Development 
(NEPAD) Small Holder Farm-
ers Project.

The training, according to the 
Coordinator of  AUDA/NE-
PAD, Enugu State, Hon. Mrs. 
Mabel Agbo, would usher in 
the actual implementation of  
the Small Holder Farmer Pro-
ject in the state.

Mrs. Agbo added that the pro-
gramme will expose the partic-
ipating farmers to international 
best practices in agricultural 
techniques for optimal results.

She said, “The farmers in-
volved in the AUDA/NEPAD 
project actually need to be posi-
tioned to get the best out of  the 
programme for them to acquire 
the requisite economic capacity 
to cushion the adverse effects of  
the COVID-19 pandemic”.

Flagging off  the training in 
Enugu, tagged “Train the Train-
ers Workshop”, the AUDA/
NEPAD State Coordinator en-
joined the participants to show 
dedication and pay adequate at-
tention, adding that the success 
of  the AUDA/NEPAD farm-
ing project rests with them.

Enugu Govt trains 80 Agric extension
workers to boost food production 

“We are relying on you to 
impart religiously the knowl-
edge you receive here to the 
two thousand farmers who will 
be participating in the AUDA/
NEPAD project”, she added.    

Commending Governor If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi’s administra-
tion for financing the training, 
the AUDA/NEPAD State Co-
ordinator disclosed that “These 
two thousand benefitting farm-
ers are expected to engage in the 
following value chain: poultry, 
piggery, fishery, cassava, rice, 
maize, Nsukka pepper produc-
tion, snail production, palm 
kernel oil processing etc”.

She recalled that Governor 
Ugwuanyi’s administration re-
cently trained over 260 young 
farmers on modern techniques 
in agriculture at CSS Global 
Farms, Keffi, Nasarawa State, 
to enable them rebrand and en-
hance their skills in the agricul-
tural value chain.

Speaking further, the AUDA/
NEPAD State Coordinator, 
Mrs. Agbo, pointed out that 
Gov. Ugwuanyi’s administra-
tion is passionate about the 
wellbeing of  the masses and the 
need to ameliorate their suffer-
ings owing to the devastating 
impact of  COVID-19 on the na-
tion’s economy.

She stressed that the state 
government took interest in fi-
nancing the training because of  
the core spirit behind the Small 
Holder Farmers Project, which 
is to stimulate the production 
of  enough food in the society 
to cushion the impact of  COV-
ID-19 pandemic.      

Mrs. Agbo, who is also the 
State Commissioner for Special 
Duties, lauded the National Co-
ordinator of  AUDA/NEPAD, 
Princess Gloria Akobundu and 
members of  her team for “their 
commitment to helping Nigeri-
ans come out of  the doldrums 
of  lack and poverty”.

According to her, “The fact 
that AUDA/NEPAD Con-
tinental Office is financing a 
major aspect of  the project is 
exciting and worthy of  com-
mendation. I am convinced that 
together we can make Nigeria 
and invariably, Enugu econom-
ically stronger, if  we try hard 
enough”.

Represented by Mr. Onyeka-
chi Okorafor, the Chief  Exec-

utive Officer AUDA/ NEPAD 
Abuja, Princess Akobundu, 
commended Governor Ug-
wuanyi’s administration for 
financing the training of  Agric 
extension officers, who will in 
return train about two thousand 
farmers that will participate in 
the AUDA/NEPAD project, 
aimed at strengthening Small 
Holder Farmers capabilities.

Princess Akobundu stated 
that the state government’s ges-
ture was a demonstration of  its 
commitment to finding alter-
native sources of  livelihood for 
its citizens especially following 
the devastating effects of  COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

She noted that her mission in 
Enugu was to confirm that the 

standard adopted in the training 
process especially the choice of  
resource persons engaged and 
the content of  the training mod-
ules were in line with interna-
tional standards.

The AUDA/NEPAD Chief  
observed that the lectures were 
engaging and geared towards 
exposing the extension officers 
and invariably the farmers that 
will implement the project to 
modern farming techniques.

Expressing satisfaction 
with the standard of  training, 
AUDU/NEPAD Chief  Exec-
utive Officer urged the partic-
ipants to take the exercise seri-
ously as the success of  the entire 
project rests on them, stressing 
that farming is a serious busi-
ness that should be accorded 
priority attention. 

Reacting, the participants 
lauded Gov. Ugwuanyi for his 
interest in food security and 
employment generation for the 
people of  the state, especially 
the teeming youths.  

Speaking on behalf  of  the par-
ticipants, the Chairman of  Enu-
gu Farmers Association, Mr. 
Romanus Eze thanked Gover-
nor Ugwuanyi for availing them 
the opportunity to gain training 
in modern agricultural tech-
niques to aid them in massive 
food production and empower-
ment.

Eze expressed delight at the 
state government’s steadfast-
ness towards the programme in 
terms of  finance and due pro-
cess in selection of  the partici-
pants, saying that “it is marve-
lous.

The AUDA/NEPAD Chief observed that the 
lectures were engaging and geared towards ex-
posing the extension officers and invariably the 
farmers that will implement the project to mod-

ern farming techniques.
Expressing satisfaction with the standard of 

training, AUDU/NEPAD Chief Executive Of-
ficer urged the participants to take the exercise se-
riously as the success of the entire project rests on 
them, stressing that farming is a serious business 

that should be accorded priority attention. 
Reacting, the participants lauded Gov. Ug-

wuanyi for his interest in food security and em-
ployment generation for the people of the state, 

especially the teeming youths 

“

Gov. Ugwuanyi Farmers working on their farmland.
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Xi Jinping, Chinese PM             Scott Morrison, Australian PM 

C
hina has struck a defi-
ant tone this week as it 
pushed back against Ca-
nadian and Australian 

claims that Chinese pilots acted 
recklessly while intercepting their 
aircraft in international airspace.

Spokespersons for China’s 
Defense Ministry accused both 
countries of intelligence gather-
ing activities and said the conduct 
of People’s Liberation Army Air 
Force (PLAAF) pilots was appro-
priate and lawful.

Canadian aircrews were said to 
have encountered “unprofession-
al” PLAAF behavior while flying 
UN-sanctioned missions over the 
East China Sea. Australia report-
ed that one of  its planes operating 
over the South China Sea had ex-
perienced similar behavior. Beijing 
claims maritime territory in both 
areas and has increased combat pa-
trols to enforce those claims.

“Recently, Canadian military air-
craft have stepped up close-in recon-
naissance and provocations against 
China under the pretext of  imple-
menting United Nations Security 
Council resolutions,” said People’s 
Liberation Army Colonel Wu Qian 
in a statement released on Monday. 
Canadian aircrews “endanger Chi-
na’s national security and the safe-
ty of  front-line personnel on both 
sides,” he said.

“In response to the provocative 
acts and unfriendly and unprofes-
sional operations by Canadian mil-
itary aircraft, the Chinese military 
took reasonable, effective, safe and 
professional actions,” Wu said.

Wu said Beijing had lodged pro-
tests against Canada through dip-
lomatic channels, and urged the 
Canadian military to “strictly disci-

pline its front-line forces.”
His response follows a June 1 

statement by the Canadian Armed 
Forces, which said Royal Canadian 
Air Force crews in CP-140 maritime 
patrol aircraft were frequently inter-
cepted while enforcing UN sanc-
tions against North Korea - part 
of  Operation NEON. A report the 
same day by Canada’s Global News 
accused Chinese fighter pilots of  fly-
ing as close as 20 to 100 feet, enough 
to make eye contact and raise their 
middle fingers at Canadians in the 
opposite cockpit.

Tan Kefei, another PLA colonel, 
delivered a similar message to Can-
berra on Tuesday. In a statement, 
the spokesperson said an Australi-
an aircraft “repeatedly approached 
Chinese airspace” to conduct re-
connaissance off  the Paracel Islands 
in the South China Sea. Beijing 
calls the archipelago Xisha; it’s also 
claimed by Vietnam.

Tan said the Australian aircraft 
“seriously threatened China’s sover-
eignty and security.” By identifying 
and warning it to leave, the Chinese 
military’s response was “profession-
al, safe, reasonable and legal,” he 
said.

Australia’s Defence Department 
said on Sunday that a P-8 maritime 
patrol aircraft of  the Royal Austral-
ian Air Force was intercepted by a 
J-16 fighter jet of  the PLAAF “dur-
ing a routine maritime surveillance 
activity in international airspace 
in the South China Sea region” on 
May 26.

“The intercept resulted in a dan-
gerous maneuver which posed a 
safety threat to the P-8 aircraft and 
its crew,” the statement said.

Richard Marles, who became 
Australia’s defense minister in May 

China fires back at Canada and Australia
over actions of Airforce Pilots

Exhausted Russian fighters complain
of conditions in Eastern Ukraine

R
ussia’s assault on 
Ukraine’s east has brought 
it some battlefield success 
as its military has ad-

vanced slowly in fierce fighting in 
Donbas.

But those gains have come at a 
high price for the Russian invasion 
force, with evidence that high-lev-
el casualties are growing and that 
some units may be approaching ex-
haustion as the war moves past its 
100-day mark.

As the conflict drags on, some 
fighters have gone public with ap-
peals to Vladimir Putin for an inves-
tigation into battlefield conditions 
and whether their deployments to 
the front are even legal.

In two videos, fighters from Rus-
sian-controlled east Ukraine com-
plained about poor conditions and 
long terms of  duty at the front lead-
ing to exhaustion. “Our personnel 
have faced hunger and cold,” said 
fighters from the Russian-controlled 
113th regiment from Donetsk in one 
video posted online. “For a signifi-
cant period, we were without any 

material, medical or food support.”
The fighters added: “Given our 

continuous presence and the fact 
that amongst our personnel there 
are people with chronic medical 
issues, people with mental issues, 
many questions arise that are ig-
nored by the higher-ups at head-
quarters.”

And in an interview, a Russian 
soldier who had fought near Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, and was now in eastern 
Ukraine, complained of  exhaus-
tion, saying he had even contacted a 
lawyer and complained that he had 
not seen his wife for months.

“I have been fighting in Ukraine 
since the start of  the war, it has been 
over three months now,” Andrei, 
who serves with the 37th Separate 
Guards Motor Rifle Brigade head-
quartered in Buryatia in Siberia, 
told the Guardian. “It is exhaust-
ing, my whole unit wants a break, 
but our leadership said they can’t 
replace us right now.”

His remarks are consistent with 
reports of  Russian difficulties in ro-
tating out its exhausted troops. En-

listment efforts have been hampered 
as Russia has not openly declared 
war against Ukraine. The Kremlin 
has continued to insist on calling it a 
“special military operation”.

“The Russian military is well 
suited to short, high-intensity cam-
paigns defined by a heavy use of  
artillery,” wrote Michael Kofman 
and Rob Lee in a new analysis of  
Russia’s armed capabilities. “By 
contrast, it is poorly designed for a 
sustained occupation, or a grinding 
war of  attrition, that would require a 
large share of  Russia’s ground forc-
es, which is exactly the conflict it has 
found itself  in. The Russian military 
doesn’t have the numbers available 
to easily adjust or to rotate forces if  a 
substantial amount of  combat pow-
er gets tied down in a war.”

For the men on the ground, that 
has meant an exhausting tour of  
duty marked by bitter fighting 
against a battle-hardened enemy 
that is motivated to defend its home-
land.

“The three months of  fighting al-
ready feel longer than the four years 

Tired Service members of pro-Russian troops drive a tank in the Donetskregion.

following the election victory of  
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, 
told reporters that the J-16 intercep-
tor “released flares” in front of  the 
Australian aircrew.

“The J-16 then accelerated and 
cut across the nose of  the P-8, set-
tling in front of  the P-8 at very close 
distance,” Marles said. “At that mo-
ment, it then released a bundle of  
chaff, which contains small pieces 
of  aluminum, some of  which were 
ingested into the engine of  the P-8 
aircraft.”

Like Ottawa, Canberra said it 
sought to address the issue directly 
with Beijing. In both cases, howev-
er, quiet diplomacy appeared to be 
ineffective.

As China’s military capabilities 
have grown, it has increased the as-
sertiveness with which it enforces 
its maritime claims. In recent years, 
it has pushed back especially hard 
against U.S. Navy and Air Force 
operations in the East and South 
China seas.

Washington and its allies have 

vowed to continue operating in 
accordance with international law, 
under UN principles of  freedom of  
navigation and overflight. Beijing, 
meanwhile, is projecting its pow-
er beyond the so-called first island 
chain, increasing military pressure 
on Taiwan, which it also claims, 
and on Japan.

Analysts fear unprofessional mil-
itary conduct, especially in the air, 
risks potentially deadly accidents 
that could further inflame tensions 
between China and the West. 

I spent serving in the army during 
peacetime,” said Andrei. “I have al-
ready contacted a lawyer online who 
told me that by law the general can 
keep us here until our contract runs 
out so there isn’t much we can do.”

Those professional units may be 
some of  Russia’s more fortunate, 
as others recruited from the Rus-
sian-controlled republics in Donetsk 
and Luhansk say they have been 
thrown into battle with little training 
at all. Videos have showed that some 
fighters have lacked basic kit such as 
protective vests and are armed with 
old rifles.

“Our mobilisation was done un-
lawfully, without medical certifi-

cation,” said another soldier who 
claimed to be serving in Donetsk’s 
107th regiment loyal to the Russian 
government. “Over 70% of  those 
here were previously decommis-
sioned because they physically can’t 
fight. Over 90% have never fought 
before and saw a Kalashnikov for 
the first time. We were thrown on to 
the frontlines.”

Russian state television has 
claimed that those soldiers should 
be ready to fight for their homeland, 
but locals have described empty 
streets and men in hiding to avoid a 
zealous recruiting campaign in Rus-
sian-controlled cities like Donetsk 
and Luhansk.
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Owo Massacre: Fulanis were pushed to wall,
Gumi justifies killing  
P

opular TVC Journal-
ist Babajide Kolade 
Otitujo has replied 

to Sheikh Gumi after he 
openly said that Fulanis are 
peaceful people and the at-
tack on Owo should have 
been avoided if  they were 
not pushed to the wall.

According to Sheikh 
Gumi, he sympathizes with 
the family of  the victims, 
but if  Fulanis are given 
what rightfully belongs to 
them such killings will be 
avoided.

It would be recalled that 
on Sunday, the St Francis 
Catholic Church was at-
tacked by gunmen during 
service.

The gunmen were said to 
have detonated explosives be-
fore firing at the congregants, 

as many worshippers were 
killed in the attack, including 
children and women.

However, reacting to the 
ill-fated act of  the Fulani 
herdsmen, Gumi bluntly not-
ed that “no one knows where 
they would be heading next 
and if  care is not taken or an 
agreement with these people 
is not reached, they may be-
gin another attack that may 
not be palatable to the ears 
of  anyone that hears it.”

Gumi, in his defensive re-
marks of  blood thirsty Fulani 
extraction, maintained that 
“such attacks are not heard 
in the north because they 
are peaceful people and they 
allow Fulanis to carry out 
their cattle businesses in their 
place. 

Commissioner of Environment, Emmanuel Joseph Chukwudi, Chief Technical Adviser to the Governor on Environment, 
Willie Amadi during the commemoration of World Environment Day in Owerri on Tuesday.

Plot to assassinate Anyanwu, 
aides revealed
By Grace Ofurum

I
t has been revealed that 
there is  a discreet and 
underground plot by 

desperate politicians in 
Imo State to assassinate the 
National Secretary of  the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), Senator Samuel 
Nnaemeka Anyanwu and 
his close Aides.

According to a press state-
ment made available to 
newsmen, the plot  was to 
permanently silence Sena-
tor Anyanwu and his Aides. 
This was after the  Nation-
al Working Committee 
(NWC) of  PDP acted on 
recommendations by a com-
mittee set up by the party to 
look into the alleged mas-
sive rigging that surrounded 
the conduct of  primaries in 
Ahiazu Mbaise State Con-
stituency on 26th May, 2022 
and the purported errone-
ous declaration of  one of  
the aspirants, Rex Okoro as 
winner. 

According to the state-
ment, “The fact is that the 
cancellation was not target-
ed at Imo State alone, as 
other states in the country 
were also affected”.

“Pained by the cancel-
lation and rescheduling of  
a fresh primary election in 
the constituency, Messrs 
Uchenna Onyenagubo, Chi-
di Maurice Jnr, and their 
accomplices, in a nine (9) 
scenes voice notes threat-
ened to burn and kill the 
PDP National Secretary, 
Senator Anyanwu any-
where he is sighted within 
Imo state”.

“In the said voice notes, 
the group, acting in support 
and on behalf  to of  one Rex 
Okoro and in cohorts with 
their killer squads vowed 

to shut down the Imo State 
Secretariate of  the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), de-
stroy other notable public 
structures and hack anyone 
directly or indirectly linked 
to Senator Anyanwu’s po-
litical camp. The voice notes 
(though still intact) will be 
made available when neces-
sary”.

The  security operatives 
have been alerted on the or-
chestrated plot to assassinate 
the PDP National Scribe 
and his close Aides, and 
have measures have been 
taken to also notify the Tra-
ditional Rulers in Imo State, 
Religious Leaders and the 
public of  the development.

It stressed also expressed 
worry that the killer squads 
may be hiding under the 
popular “unknown gun-
men” to perpetuate this 
wicked, devilish and hei-
nous act.

“It is therefore unfortu-
nate that politics in Imo state 
is turning into a war zone to 
the extent that people find 
pleasure in killing their op-
ponents for no just cause.

“It can be recalled that 
since the emergence of  
Senator Anyanwu as PDP 
National Secretary, some 
desperate politicians in the 
state had used different plots 
including blackmail and 
threats to ruin him down”. 

“Consequent upon the 
above, we wish to alert the 
public that should anything 
happen to the National Sec-
retary of  PDP, Senator Sam-
uel Anyanwu, members of  
his house hold and any of  
his Aides, Messrs Rex Oko-
ro, Uchenna Onyenagubo, 
Chidi Maurice Jnr, and their 
accomplices will be held re-
sponsible”. It stated.

A 
human rights group, 
Imo Coalition For 
Justice, Peace and 

True Democracy kicks 
against attempt to corner 
N1.9 Billion of  Imo State 
fund by former Governor 
Rochas Okorocha’s admin-
istration through Mr. Mad-
umere they efforts have 
been made known through a 
peaceful protest in the streets 

of  Owerri against the judg-
ment of  Justice Suleiman 
Galadima of  the national 
industrial court Owerri di-
vision. The former deputy 
Governor Prince Eze mad-
umere had approached the 
courts for a relief  of  imprest 
and tour duty allowances 
and was granted the order by 
the justice Suleiman amidst 
inconsistencies surrounding 
the case.

Otitoju noted that the 
killings of  Owo Catholic 
Church members by those 
people who claimed to be 
Fulani men are politically 
sponsored, and the govern-
ment is still relaxed because it 
has nothing to do with them 
since the killing was not done 
in the north. He noted that if  
a reprisal action is not taken 

people in the south would 
be forced to take up arms 
against the Fulani people.

We’re alive, nothing hap-
pened to me and my hus-
band – Newly lady explains

Meanwhile, a lady in the 
viral picture of  a couple who 
were said to have been killed 
during the bloody attack 
on the ‘Black Sunday’ has 
come out to debunk their ru-

moured death.
This is even as some social 

media users had claimed that 
a newly-wedded couple, sim-
ply identified as Kelvin and 
Blessing, were in the church 
for thanksgiving and killed 
by the gunmen.

 “Those sharing my picture 
saying something happened 
to me and my husband, 
please nothing happened to 

us. It was after the thanks-
giving at a church that I went 
home. Nothing happened to 
me and my husband,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Rotimi Akeredolu, of  Ondo 
has sworn that his 
administration would stop 
at nothing in hunting down 
the perpetrators of  the gory 
attack.

2023: Only God can stop me from being Atiku’s 
running mate - Okowa

D
elta State Gov-
ernor, Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa, 

Monday, said only God 
could stop him from being 
the running mate to the 
presidential candidate of  
the People’s Democratic 
Party, PDP, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar.

Okowa who spoke 
through the State Commis-
sioner for Information, Mr 
Charles Aniagwu during a 
press conference in Asaba, 
held nobody could block 
his chances of  becoming, 
adding he has contributed 
positively to the growth of  
the party, which he does 
not brag about, as a true 
party man.

The governor who was 
reacting to speculations 
that former governor of  
the state, Chief  James 
Ibori, was secretly work-
ing against his chances to 
be Atiku’s running mate, 
said the rumours were the 
handiwork of  fifth col-
umnists.

Maintaining that Chief  
James Ibori would never 
work against his interest, 
Aniagwu acknowledged 
that Ibori remained a po-
litical leader in the state. 

He added that there was 
no rife between Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa and Chief  
James Ibori.

He said: “The gover-
nor has contributed to the 
growth of  the PDP, he 
doesn’t boast about it be-
cause as a member of  the 
party he has the responsi-
bility to do that.

“You also know how 
many times the party 
brought him in to assist in 
conducting primaries. I am 
not aware if  there is any-
body who is bringing any 
roadblock, if  there is any-
body who is going to block 
Okowa, I think it should be 
God.

And the last time I 
checked I don’t think he 
has offended God for 
God to take that decision 
against him.

“So we are on course, 
I don’t think there is any 
problem between Okowa 
and Ibori, these are persons 
who have worked together 
very closely.

“And Okowa has contin-
ued to respect our leader, 
Chief  James Ibori. I have 
not heard Ibori speak evil 
of  Okowa neither have I 
heard my boss speak badly 

of  Ibori”.
On Senator Ovie Omo-

Agege’s allegation that 
the state government has 
received over N700 billion 
in the last seven years with 
no visible projects to show, 
Aniagwu said the state 
government had always 
budgeted about N150 bil-
lion as recurrent expendi-
ture yearly since 2015.

He explained that re-
current expenditure has 
always recorded 100 per 
cent budget performance 
because the state has nev-
er defaulted on payment 
of  salaries, adding that the 
State Government has re-

ceived well over N700 bil-
lion in the last seven years.

Aniagwu stated that 
with N150 billion annu-
ally, it even exceeded the 
N700 billion being alleged 
that was wasted by the 
State government, adding 
that the Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa’s administration 
has done well in the areas 
of  roads, flood control, air 
transportation, civil service 
secretariat, empowerment 
programmes, among oth-
ers.

He insisted that Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa has 
positively impacted Del-
tans in the past seven years.
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APC’s silence over Owo terrorist attack 
confirms its complicity – PDP
T

he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) has 
asserted that the al-

leged silence of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) on 
Sunday’s gruesome terrorist 
attack and killing of  inno-
cent worshippers at St. Fran-
cis Catholic Church, Owo, 
Ondo State confirms APC’s 
complicity and implicit sup-
port for terrorism in our 
country.

The PDP through its 
spokesman, Hon. Debo 

Ologunagba also stated on 
Monday that it is appalled 
by the lame and disconnect-
ed press statement by the 
Buhari Presidency which did 
not demonstrate any pres-
idential empathy, concern, 
assurances and commitment 
expected of  a Command-
er-in-Chief, who should be 
a Comforter-in-Chief  in the 
face of  such horrific terrorist 
attack on the country.

According to the PDP, the 
feeble and insensitive state-

The Co-Chairman, Election Committee of the All Progressives Congress (APC) 2022 Special Convention, Distin-
guished Senator Hope Uzodimma monitoring and coordinating events for the smooth conduct of the convention.

ment by the presidency is a 
further confirmation of  the 
tacit sympathy for terrorism 
by the APC administration.

“This is because in saner 
climes the President would 
personally address the na-
tion on the gruesome murder 
of  many citizens under his 
care. President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s personal silence is 
deafening and points to al-
legations in the public space 
that terrorists are enjoying 
tacit accommodation from 
the highest level of  the APC 
administration.

“It is indeed unpardonable 
that as terrorists were murder-
ing our citizens in Owo, Pres-
ident Buhari was busy in the 

comfort, luxury and safety of  
the Presidential Villa, having 
dinner with APC leaders and 
conducting political meetings 
aimed at perpetuating APC’s 
fraudulent, insensitive, inhu-
mane and vicious govern-
ment on hapless Nigerians.

“Such actions by the APC 
and President Buhari, who 
has woefully failed in his 
promise to lead the fight 
against terrorism from the 
front, continue to embolden 
terrorists to carry out more 
terrible attacks on our citi-
zens.

“The inexcusable stance 
of  the APC also lends cre-
dence to the fears already 
expressed by Nigerians that 

there is planned orchestration 
of  crisis by the APC in vari-
ous parts of  the country so as 
to derail the scheduled 2023 
general elections.

“Nigerians will recall that 
the APC has never forcefully 
condemned terrorist attacks 
in Nigeria since the revela-
tion that the APC imported 
outlaws from neighbouring 
countries to assist it to rig the 
2019 general elections.

“For the umpteenth time, 
our Party calls out the APC 
to come clean on the pact it 
has with terrorists for which 
it is sacrificing the lives of  in-
nocent Nigerians.

“The APC must not con-
tinue to use Nigerians as 

expendables in their ignoble 
pact with terrorists. Such is 
reprehensible, atrocious and 
must not be allowed to con-
tinue in our country,” Hon 
Ologunagba reeled out in his 
statement.

The PDP through its 
spokesman further called on 
Nigerians not to despair but 
remain united and on alert, 
adding that the party is taking 
firm steps ahead of  the 2023 
general elections in the mis-
sion to “Rescue and Rebuild” 
the nation from the misrule 
of  the APC.

According to the opposi-
tion party, hope is indeed on 
the way as the nation counts 
down to 2023.

Orji Kalu’s brother emerges APP’s 
guber candidate
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

M
ascot Uzor Kalu, 
the younger 
brother of  Sena-

tor Orji Uzor Kalu has been 
elected as the governorship 
candidate of  Action Peo-
ples Party (APP).

Mascot emerged  the 
candidate through an affir-
mation arrangement put in 
place by the party during 
the primary election held 
at Aguiyi Ironsi  layout 
Umuahia.

Also, tickets for Senate, 
House of  Representatives 
and State House of  Assem-
bly were done through con-
sensus.

During the exercise, a gu-
ber aspirant stepped down 
for Mascot Uzor Kalu in an

In his acceptance speech, 
Hon Uzor Kalu said the 
mandate to rescue Abia 
would be accomplished by 

him through the support of  
all Abians.

He described APP as a 
people-oriented movement 
that has come to reposition 
Abia and utilise her rich 
resources for the benefit of  
the people.

Mascot who expressed 
his commitment to devel-
op Abia State if  elected, 
lamented the deplorable 
conditions of  Aba, Enyim-
ba city, despite its rich eco-
nomic base.

He promised free edu-
cation in primary and sec-
ondary schools, payment 
of  workers salaries before 
or by 25th of  every month.

“ Among other candi-
dates of  other parties, I am 
the only one that has a gov-
ernment house experience, 
having been a former Chief  
of  Staff  in Abia.”

“We would be building 
physical and stomach infra-
structure and also ensure a 

viable local government 
system.”

He solicited the support 
of  all Abians to team up 
with APP in rescuing Abia 
State.

The former Chief  of  
Staff  in Abia State prom-
ised job creation, security, 
industry, good workers’ 
welfare as well youth em-
ployment.

He equally promised 
unity, peace and influx of  
local foreign investors into 
Abia State, adding that all 
revenue generated in the 
State would be utilised for 
the transformation of  the 
State.

Signor Kanu emerged the 
candidate of  Abia South 
Senatorial, Chijioke Ndu-
ka for Abia Central while 
Hon Ifeanyi Adije emerged 
the Abia North senatorial 
candidate.

In the House of  Repre-
sentatives,  Prince  Arua 

Arunsi got the nod for 
Arochukwu/Ohafia con-
stituency, Dr Lillian Oben-
wa  emerged Isukwuato/ 
Umunneochi, Kwubiri 
Samuel Okorie for Bende 
federal constituency.

For Aba North/South 
Christopher Iboko emerged 
the candidate while Sylva-
nus Nwaji won Ukwa East/ 
West ticket.

Rev Nnamdi Ogbuagu 
won Ikwuano/Umuahia 
while Isiala Ngwa North/
South ticket was taken by 
Hon Vincent Alilionwu and 
Sunny Mgbaghuru got Osi-
sioma/Obingwa/ Ugwuag-
bo constituency.

24  State house of  Assem-
bly candidates of  the party 
were also elected at the pri-
mary, through the same af-
firmative method.

The event was witnessed 
by security agencies and of-
ficials of  Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC).

Presidency replies Tinubu: 
You did not make Buhari 
president

I
n response to a statement 
by ex-Lagos governor 
Bola Tinubu who said 

he helped President Mu-
hammadu Buhari emerge 
president in 2015, the presi-
dency said millions of  Nige-
rians brought Muhammadu 
Buhari into power and not 
just one person.

Garba Shehu, Buhari’s 
spokesperson, said Monday 
that many people played 
parts, large and small, in 
President Buhari’s “historic 
election in 2015;” thus mak-
ing history as the first oppo-
sition candidate to defeat a 
sitting president “with pow-
er changing hands peaceful-
ly at the ballot box.”

It could be recalled that 
Bola Tinubu had said he 
brought the president out 
of  retirement and helped 
him to win the election in 
2015 while addressing del-
egates in Ogun State when 
he said President Buhari, 
after losing the 2003, 2007 
and 2011 presidential elec-
tions, vowed not to contest 
again but he (Tinubu) went 
to Katsina to persuade him 
to contest and subsequent-
ly supported him to win in 
2015.

However, Tinubu later re-
leased a statement saying he 
did not mean to disparage 
the president.

At the Ogun meeting, 
Tinubu also said he nomi-
nated Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo as the president’s 
running mate.

“If  not for me that led the 
battlefront, Buhari wouldn’t 
have won. He contested first, 
second and third time, but 
lost. He even said on tele-
vision that he won’t contest 
again,” Tinubu had said.

 “But I went to his home 
in Katsina. I told him ‘you 
would contest and win, but 
you won’t joke with the mat-
ter of  the Yoruba’. Since he 
has been elected, I have not 
been appointed minister. I 
didn’t get a contract. This 
time, it’s Yoruba’s turn and 

in Yorubaland, it’s my turn.”
But a statement by pres-

idential media aide, Garba 
Shehu, described Tinubu’s 
utterances as unsurprising.

The statement read, “It is 
perhaps not surprising that 
on the eve of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
flagbearer primary there are 
those running as candidates 
who wish to associate them-
selves with the President’s 
rise to elected office seven 
years ago.

 “There are many people 
who played parts large and 
small in his historic election 
in 2015, making history as 
the first opposition candi-
date to defeat a sitting pres-
ident with power changing 
hands peacefully at the bal-
lot box.

 “There are those who ad-
vised the President to run 
again; those who decided to 
build a political party – the 
APC – that could finally be 
the political vehicle capable 
of  delivering victory where 
all other opposition parties 
and alliances before it had 
failed.

 “Those decisions may 
have been agreed upon by a 
few. But they were delivered 
by thousands and voted for 
by tens of  millions. No one 
can or should claim to have 
made this possible. Yet as 
important as that moment 
was, it is not what should 
decide the next general elec-
tion.

 “What matters is the fu-
ture: the policy platforms, 
the ideas, the drive, and the 
determination to take over 
the President’s stewardship 
of  our country and build 
upon his legacy to make 
our country better than it 
has ever been. The person 
most demonstrable in those 
qualities is the one to lead 
our party and our country 
forward.”

Tinubu is one of  the 23 
aspirants seeking to be the 
presidential candidate of  the 
APC.



he political race for 2023 has Tgone full circle as the2322 
d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e   A l l 

Progressives Congress elected the 
party's presidential flag bearer for 
the 2023 general elections tension, 
rejection of  consensus agreement 
marred the process.  There was an 
unabated physical scuffle which 
reportedly led  to a full blown 
political war at the entrance of  the 
Eagle Square venue for the APC 
Special Convention.  Authentic 
Delegates from different states got 
the biggest shock of  their lives when 
they got to the point of  entry into the 
Eagle Square and were greeted by 
fierce looking men from both the 
military and police bullying those 
whose names did not appear in the 
Abdullahi Adamu new list of  
delegates. Southern Aspirants are in 
a very big crisis and dilemma trying 
to develop a benefiting response to 
the latest development.

Seven presidential aspirants 
rejected governors' list, southeast 
left in the cold

Seven Presidential aspirants 
under the platform of  the All 
Progressives Congress reportedly 
dismissed the names of  f ive 
presidential aspirants purportedly 
to President Muhammadu Buhari 
to select a consensus candidate, 
s tressing that  they were not 
consulted before the Governors 
arrived at the decision.

The aggrieved aspirants in a 
terse statement issued in the early 
hours of  Tuesday shortly after a 
brief  meeting in Abuja described the 
move as shambolic and an already 
failed attempt to sideline other 
aspirants particularly those from the 
South-East and South South

Describing the move as a joke 
taken too far, the Presidential 
hopefuls disclosed that the move is 
in total absurdity as against the 
directive of  President Buhari.

The aspirants namely; Cross 
River State Governor, Ben Ayade; 
former minister for state for 
Education,Emeka Nwajiuba; 
former Minister for science and 
technology, Ogbonnaya Onu, 
former governor Rochas Okorocha 
and businessman Tein Jack-Rich in 
a  jo in t  s ta tement  i s sued  by 
Ogbonnaya Onu on their behalf  
distanced themselves from the 
purported list.

According to them, the motive 
of  the Governors is in their personal 
selfish interest not the South. They 
also clarified that at no time the 
President equivocally support 
zoning of  the Presidency to the 
South , saying that though they were 
support of  the Presidency to the 

South especially the Southeast 
neither them nor other South-East 
P re s iden t ia l  a sp i ran t s  were 
consulted before any or such 
decision was taken.

Urging Nigerians to disregard 
the report, Onu stressed that neither 
the Governors Forum nor Northern 
Governors had any moral or 
constitutional jurisdiction to 
determine the political fate of  the 
South.

The aspirants queried the 
alleged selection of  only one 
candidate from South East which 
had never Produced Nigeria's 
President and the picking three 
from the South West, a zone that 
has had 16 years at the Presidency 
and the inclusion of  the one from 
the South South a zone which has 
also produced a President for six 
years.

Onu pointed out that the 
Governors were merely acting 
based on gratifications being 
promised to them by a certain 
Yo r u b a  a s p i r a n t  f r o m  t h e 
Southwest, who was also included 
in the list.

Onu said that five of  the 
northern governors have been 
promised the of f ice  of  Vice 
President, which has suddenly 
prompted some of  the governors to 
push for the zoning of  the All 
Progressive Congress presidential 
ticket to the South.

According to him, Governors 
are paying lip service to their reason 
for zoning the Presidency to the 
South based on equity and justice, 
he said that if  truly they meant their 
words , the Southeast must be the 
considered first for the Presidency 
and its aspirants subsequently 
tabled before Buhari to select from .

Ral ly ing  suppor t  for  the 
National Chairman, Abdullahi 
Adamu the Presidential aspirants 
commended the decisions made so 
far by the party leadership. The 
aspirants also held that the party 
leadership remains the official 
organ through which decisions are 
made and adhered to, while urging 
all stakeholders to galvanize 
suppor t  fo r  the  Adamu l ed 
executive.

The statement read; “In the past 
few hours we have been bombarded 
with calls and messages from my 
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  c o n c e r n e d 
N i ge r i a n s  o n  a  l i s t  o f  f ive 
Presidential aspirants submitted to 
President Buhari to choose from.

“As long as we are concerned 
no list has been submitted to Mr. 
Pres ident ,  the  move  by  the 
Governors is considered a joke 
taken to the extreme with the aim of  

playing with the intellect of  
Nigerians particularly us from the 
South-East.

“Mr. President's directive is 
very simple, that all Presidential 
aspirants including those from the 
North should meet and harmonise 
in order to produce a single 
candidate. As it stands we have not 
been consulted or attended a 
meeting where it was agreed that 
s u c h  n a m e s  b e  s e n t  t o  M r. 
President.

“In the so-called list out of  the 
five names only one was selected 
from the South-East and we are 
talking about fairness and justice to 
the South. What the Governors 
have done is a mere picnic in the 
park. These are the same Governors 
talking about Equity, justice and 
fairness yet in a clandestine manner 
purportedly sidelined the South 
East.

“ I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y 
harmonised agreement no list has 
been submitted to Mr. President, 
what they have done is just nothing 
but a charade which is bound to fail.

“We also have it on good 
authority that the majority of  these 
Governors have been promised and 
also given var ious forms of  
gratifications in order to thwart the 
process in favour of  one aspirant 
and such grand plot will fail 
woefully.

“Moreso, the party led by 
Senator Abdullahi Adamu remains 
the official organ of  the party 
through which decisions taken by 
stakeholders in the party will be 
communicated and acted upon, in 
the absence of  that any other move 
remains null and void.

“We urge all well meaning 
Niger ians  to  disregard such 
information, as we remain in the 
race hence no consensus agreement 
has been reached amongst all 
contestants.

The names, according to the 
source, included that of  the Vice 
President, Yemi Osinbajo, former 
governor of  Lagos State, Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Governor 
Kayode Fayemi (Ekiti State), 
Rotimi Amaechi, former Minister 
of  Transportation, and Governor 
Dave Umahi (Ebonyi State).

The governors after meeting 
with the President said they will 
return to the villa after meeting with 
the party's National Working 
Committee (NWC) and other 
stakeholders.

“They picked one from South-
East, one from South-South and 
three from South-West geopolitical 
zones in line with their position that 
power should shift to the South,” he 

said. The presidential primary of  
the party is to be held today. The 
Senate President, Ahmad Lawan 
was named as the consensus 
c a n d i d a t e  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Chairman, Senator Abdullahi 
A d a m u .  T h i s  h a s  h o w e ve r 
generated both commendations and 
rejections.

The Director-General of  the 
Ye m i  O s i n b a j o  C a m p a i g n 
Organisation, Senator Kabiru 
Gaya, says the list of  Presidential 
aspirants in the All Progressives 
Congress has been trimmed to just 
t wo  –  Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t  Ye m i 
Osinbajo and former Governor 
Bola Tinubu of  Lagos State even as 
he stated that three aspirants had 
stepped down. 

Governor Simon Lalong of  
Plateau State had earlier in the day 
confirmed that a shortlist of  five 
aspirants had been sent to the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  M a j o r  G e n e r a l 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), for 
consideration. 

T h e  f ive  a s p i r a n t s  we r e 
identified as Tinubu, Osinbajo, 
Governor Kayode Fayemi of  Ekiti 
State, his Ebonyi State counterpart, 
Dave Umahi; and the immediate 
past Minister of  Transportation, 
Rotimi Amaechi. 

However, Gaya, who represents 
Kano-South senatorial district, 
stated that the list has now been 
trimmed to two.

He also claimed that three 
Presidential aspirants had stepped 
down for the Vice-President. 

However, the senator failed to 
identify the three aspirants, only 
claiming that  former Senate 
President Ken Nnamani who 
stepped down on Monday did so in 
honour of  Osinbajo.

Gaya stated, “We have Vice-
President Osinbajo and Bola 
Tinubu. I am aware that some 
aspirants have stepped down for 
Osinbajo. Nnamani and two others 
have stepped down for Osinbajo.” 

Although News Echo could not 
independently verify this claim, 
Nnamani had while withdrawing 
from the race, lamented the political 
marginalisation of  the South-East. 

From 5, two dropped, three left 
in the end?

I n  l i n e  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari's directive on 
the actualisation of  a consensus 
candidate, the All Progressives 
Congress, APC governors further 
reduced the list of  proposed 
presidential aspirants to three. 
Earlier, the governors in the early 
hours of  Tuesday proposed a five-
man list of  aspirants to President 
Muhammadu Buhari to consider 

for consensus.
Those initially proposed were 

Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu; 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo; 
Rotimi Amaechi;  Governor 
Kayode Fayemi and Governor 
Dave Umahi.  After a fresh 
deliberation among the governors, 
the list was reduced to three 
aspirants with Tinubu, Osibanjo 
and Amaechi making the new list. 
Meanwhile, the development has 
been rejected by some of  the 
affected candidates (Governors, 
Kayode Fayemi of  Ekiti and 
Yahaya Bello of  Kogi who opined 
that the decision is not binding on 
them.

Aspirants, particularly, are 
kicking, saying that they are still in 
the race. In his reaction, Yahaya 
Bello warned the party against 
excluding his name on the ballot 
for the scheduled convention to 
pick the party's presidential flag 
bearer for the 2023 election, 
saying the decision will be a recipe 
for trouble.

The Kogi state governor 
alleged a gang up against him by 
the APC northern governors and 
some elite whom he alleged have 
conspired against him.  Speaking 
to newsmen Tuesday after he met 
behind closed doors with the 
President in the Presidential Villa, 
Abuja, Bello said that the APC 
will retain power at the center only 
if  the stakeholders play by the 
rules. “Getting into the arena 
today, I will win overwhelmingly 
if  the process is credible,” Bello 
said.

APC delegate dies in Abuja as 
race to presidential ticket heats up

Alhaji Isa Baba Buji, one of  
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) delegates from Buji local 
government area (LGA) of  Jigawa 
state, for its presidential primaries, 
died in Abuja. Alhaji Baba Buji 
died at age 61. It is not yet clear 
how the delegate died, or the 
cause of  his death.

Reacting to the update on 
Tu e s d ay  a f t e r n o o n ,  V i c e -
President of  Nigeria and a 
presidential aspirant under the 
ruling APC, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, 
said he is saddened by news of  the 
delegate's exit.

In a statement by his aide, 

L a o l u  A k a n d e ,  O s i n b a j o 

extended his condolence to the 

deceased's family, associates, 

government and people of  the 

Jigawa state. He also prayed that 

his soul rests in peace.
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Consensus wins for APC!
Convention marred with irregularities
 NWC, Northern Governors, S/East aspirants cry foul over process
 Nnamani cries foul as South East left in the cold 
 Alleged alteration of  delegates list rent the air
 A 61-year-old delegate reportedly dies



he police in Ogun TState said they have 
a r r e s t e d  t w o 

persons  for  a l legedly 
stealing electric cables 
belonging to the Ibadan 
Electricity Distribution 
Company (IBEDC).

 Magistrate Court 

As i t t i n g  i n  Po r t 
H a r c o u r t  h a s 

convicted and sentenced 
one Decene Akinmetonibi 
to 19 years in prison on 3 
count s  o f  consp i racy, 
unlawful adoption and 

o t o r c y c l e M(Okada) riders 
a n d  L a g o s 

State Task Force were 
reportedly involved in a 
clash at the Idi Araba area 
of  Lagos.

T h e  L a g o s 
g o ve r n m e n t  b a n n e d 
motorcycle operations in 
some locations since June 

1, 2022.
The affected Local 

Government Areas are 
Apapa, Eti Osa, Ikeja, 
Lagos Island, Surulere 
and Lagos Mainland.

T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s 
already seized thousands 
of  bikes which are now 
routinely crushed publicly.

Reacting to Tuesday's 

face-off, Lagos Police 
Command has assured 
residents of  safety.

P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s 
O f f i c e r ,  B e n j a m i n 
Hundeyin denied reports 
that the riders fought 
security personnel.

“The Taskforce went 
we l l  p re pared .  They 
(riders) were just causing a 

scene after Taskforce left 
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e i r 
impounded motorcycles.”

Hundeyin said the 
Rapid Response Squad 
(RRS) and men from the 
Area Command were 
drafted to the scene.

The spokesman added 
that there's “absolutely 
nothing to worry about”.

selling of  a three-year-old 
baby identified as Opele 
Honest.

Chief  Magistrate, Rita 
Ogugua in her judgment 
said the prosecution was 
able  to prove his  case 
beyond a reasonable doubt 

on the 3 count charge 
against the convicted.

S h e  s e n t e n c e d  t h e 
accused to 5 years in count 
1, 7 years in count 2 and 7 
years in count 3 making it a 
total of  nineteen years 
which is to run concurrently.

Abia State at the sum of  
N150,000.

The Magistrate also said 
the prosecution proved that 
Decene Akinmetonibi and 
o t h e r s  n o w  a t  l a r g e 
conspired and stole the child 
in a community in Abua 
Odual and proceeded to 
Eleme Local Government 
to sell the baby which is 
against the Provisions of  
Child Right Act and Rivers 
State Child Right Protection 
Act.

Speaking outside the 
courtroom, the father of  the 
child, Honest Eke expressed 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
judgment.

C h i e f  M a g i s t r a t e 
O g u g u a  r u l e d  t h a t 
Akinmetonibi who is from 
A b u a  O d u a l  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Rivers 
State stole the three-year-old 
baby, the son of  Honest Eke 
and sold the child who is yet 
to be seen to a woman 
identified as Ezenwayi in 

vigilantes at Olisa area of  
Ijebu-Ode, were said to 
have raised the alarm that 
“ s o m e  va n d a l s  w e r e 
carrying out their nefarious 
activities at an IBEDC 
transformer in the area.”

Upon the information, 

The Ogun police image 
m a k e r ,  A b i m b o l a 
Oyeyemi, said the suspects, 
Odogwu Wisdom and 
Akorede Aregbe, were 
nabbed at Ijebu-Ode on 
June 1.

Oyeyemi told newsmen 

Oyeyemi hinted that the 
DPO Igbeba, CSP Musiliu 
Doga, immediately led his 
patrol team to the area.

I t  wa s  l e a r n t  t h a t 
Odogwu Wisdom, who 
was with a motorcycle was 
reportedly arrested with 
cables already cut from the 
electricity transformer, 
while his other colleagues 
escaped.

During interrogation, 
Odogwu Wisdom had 
confessed before the police 
that  he  and his  gang 
specialised in stealing 
electric cables, mentioning 
Akorede Aregbe as one of  
the receivers of  their stolen 

he Eselu of  Iselu TK i n g d o m ,  Ye wa -
N o r t h  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Ogun 
S t a t e,  O b a  A k i n t u n d e 
Akinyemi, has urged the 
Christian Association of  
Nigeria to facilitate the 
deployment  of  Closed-
Circuit Televisions to every 
church in the country. 

The Ogun monarch also 
advised Churches across the 
country to deploy the latest 
s e c u r i t y  g a d g e t s  t o 
checkmate security threats in 
their environment. 

Oba Eselu gave this 
advice following the recent 
killing of  worshippers at St. 
Francis Catholic Church, 
Owo, Ondo State, on Sunday. 

The monarch in an open 
letter, a copy of  which was 
made available to newsmen 
on Tuesday, was addressed to 
the CAN president, Supo 
Ayokunle.

The monarch warned 
that if  proactive measures 
were not taken, such an 
occurrence could discourage 
a lot of  worshippers from 
attending church services. 

The letter read in parts, 
“This gruesome attack is not 

only heinous but sacrilegious. 
In fact, we must all stand up 
m o r e  t h a n  b e f o r e  t o 
vehemently condemn and 
r e j e c t  t h e  i nva s i o n  o f  
c h u r c h e s  b y  u n k n o w n 
gunmen 

“It is important to note 
that the Owo tragedy is 
c a p a b l e  o f  p u t t i n g  a n 
unprecedented fear into the 
minds of  the children of  God 
and this alone can make them 
desist from going to worship 
centres to pray to God. 

“To me, we must not 
allow things to degenerate to 
that level where Christians 
will desist from congregating 
to worship God. 

“My admonition to CAN 
is that, as a matter of  urgency, 
they should facilitate the 
deployment of  some 'closed-
circuit televisions (CCTV) to 
every church in the country 
so as to constantly monitor 
the movement in and out of  
worship centres.

“The video footage from 
the CCTV will continually 
assist the church authorities 
to raise alarm to security 
agents when the need arises. 

“ C A N  s h o u l d  a l s o 
mandate all churches in the 
country to purchase and use 
security gadgets for their 
protection. 

“Let us all direct our 
energies towards an outright 
stoppage of  this madness in 
our dear country, Nigeria. 

“I believe that once this 
technology and other security 
gadgets are deployed in all 
churches across the country, 
the children of  God will 
b o l d l y  a n d  r e g u l a r l y 
congregate to worship the 
Almighty God.” 

The Eselu, however, 
commiserated with the state 
governor, Rotimi Akeredolu; 
the Olowo of  Owo, Oba 
Ajibade Gbadegesin, and the 
Christian community in 
Ondo State, urging CAN to 
' p u t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e 
worshipers  at  the front 
burner.”

in Abeokuta on Monday 
that the duo was arrested 
following a distress call 
received by the DPO of  
I g b e b a  d i v i s i o n a l 
headquarters from local 
vigilantes.

At about 2 am, the local 

cables.
Oyeyemi explained 

that policemen went after 
Aregbe and arrested him.

He added that “large 
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c a b l e 
suspected to have been 
s t o l e n  f r o m  I B E D C 
installation as well as tools 
they use for the illicit 
trade” were recovered from 
the suspects.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police in 
Ogun, Lanre Bankole, has 
ordered that the suspects be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e 
command ' s  CI ID fo r 
further investigation.

Cr   me Watch
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Two arrested for stealing IBEDC cables

Owo attack: Deploy CCTV
to churches, Ogun monarch
urges CAN

Court sentences man to 19 year-jail term for child
abduction in Port Harcourt

Lagos Task Force, okada riders clash in Idi Araba
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mid increasing 

Ac a l l s  f o r  
diversification of  

the economy, Nigeria's 
crude oil exports jumped to 
N5.6trn in the first quarter 
of  2022, reflecting nearly 
200 per cent increase when 
compared to the same 
period in 2021. 

The figures, contained 
in the Foreign Trade Report 

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TGovernment has 
restated its call for 

sustainable attitude to 
engender l ivable buil t 
environment.

The call was made on 
t h e  2 0 2 2  W o r l d 
Environment Day through 
a  s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e 
Commissioner for Physical 
P l a n n i n g  a n d  U r b a n 
Development, Dr. Idris 
Salako.

While felicitating with 
Lagosians on the World 
Environment Day, he said 
that the global celebration 
of  the day constituted a 
clarion call for sustainable 
attitude towards the built 
environment.

His words: “No doubt, 
the human element is 
germane in what becomes 
of  our earth. Therefore, let 
everyone of  us,  in the 

various relationships we 
share with this benevolent 
matter- be it professionals 
in the built environment, 
decision makers or land 
users, retune ourselves 
towards cultivating the 
right attitude that will 
promote livability and 
protect the Earth”

Re f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e 
celebration theme, “Only 
One Earth “, Salako urged 
Lagosians not to bastardise 
the Earth but protect its 
a l lu r ing  f ea tures  and 
d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r 
responsibilities towards its 
sustainability.

“The day also reminds 
us of  the responsibility we 
a l l  share  towards  the 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  o f  o u r 
avuncular host, housing 
o u r  c i v i l i s a t i o n s , 
symbolised by the physical 
developments and all their 

trappings “, he said.
H e  a v e r r e d  t h a t 

b u i l d i n g  c o l l a p s e 
experienced in the State in 
r e c e n t  t i m e s  w a s  a n 
aberration and needless 
distraction which must be 
corrected by all acting in 
u n i s o n  t o  p r o m o t e 
livability, sustainability and 
organised environment.

“Specifically, in the 
b u i l t  e nv i r o n m e n t  i t 
behoves   us  to  adopt 
attitude of  compliance to 
regulations and endeavour 
to build right by doing the 
n e e d f u l ,  i n c l u d i n g 
obtaining Planning Permits 
before building, subjecting 
building construction to 
S tage  Super v i s ion  by 
LASBCA and getting the 
Certificate of  Completion 
and Fitness for Habitation 
before moving into any 
building”, he said.

of  the National Bureau of  
Statistics, said Nigeria's 
total merchandise trade 
stood at N13 trillion in the 
first quarter of  2022, 
indicating an increase of  
11.05 per cent over the value 
recorded in the fourth 
quarter of  2021 and 65.41 
per cent higher when 
compared to the value 
recorded in the first quarter 

of  2021. 
The export trade in the 

quarter under review stood 
at N7.1 trillion, showing a 
rise of  23.1 per cent over the 
value recorded in the 
preceding quarter and also 
an increase of  137.9 per 
cent over the corresponding 
period of  the preceding 
year. 

On the other hand, total 

imports were valued at 
N5.90 trillion, indicating a 
decrease of  0.7 per cent over 
the value recorded in the 
preceding quarter.

According to the report, 
the value of  exports trade in 
the first quarter of  2022 was 
dominated by crude oil 
exports valued at N5.6 
trillion which accounted for 
79.16 per cent of  total 
exports while non-crude oil 
exports value stood at N1.4 
trillion or 20.84 per cent of  
total exports, of  which non-
oil products contributed 
N 7 1 5 . 1 9 b i l l i o n  
representing 10.07 per cent 
of  total exports. 

The latest figures by the 
NBS show a 194 per cent 
increase in Nigeria's crude 
oil exports when compared 
to the first quarter of  2021 
(N1.9trn). 

The figures also indicate 
the continued decline in the 
performance of  the non-oil 
sector, which contributed 
N1.47trn (20.84 per cent) to 
the total exports in the 
period under review. 

According to the report, 
the value of  manufactured 
goods stood at N3.1 trillion, 
representing 24.55 per cent 
of  total trade. However, the 
e x p o r t  c o m p o n e n t  
accounted for only N219.08 
billion of  the total trade, 
meaning Nigeria imported 
nearly 15 times the value of  
manufactured goods it 
exported in the first quarter 

of  the year. 
Speaking on the causes 

of  the sharp increase in the 
amount of  exported crude 
within one year, an energy 
expert, Bala Zaka, said the 
numbers did not necessarily 
mean an increase in the 
volume of  exports.

According to him, 
factors such as the Russia-
Ukraine war had led to a 
significant rise in the price 
of  oil in the international 
market; and, as a result, oil 
revenue had increased far 
a b ove  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  
benchmark when the year 
began. 

“ I t ' s  no t  tha t  the  
quantity of  crude oil 
increased. It is the shortage 
in energy as a result of  the 
Ukraine-Russia crisis. Even 
before that time, some 
countries were having 
issues. Because of  these 
shortages, and based on the 
principle of  demand and 
supply, the demand was 
generally high globally. 
That led to the increase in 
the price of  crude oil per 
barrel. Right now, the price 
of  crude oil is more than 
$120. Around this time last 
year, it was not even up to 
$80. 

“When we started, the 
benchmark price for crude 
oil was about $57 per barrel. 
Tha t  was  what  they  
predicted when they were 
preparing the 2022 budget. 
But before we knew it, they 

increased it to about $62. 
T h e  v o l u m e  d i d n ' t  
necessarily increase. It was 
the price per barrel that 
increased.” 

Zaka further noted that 
the latest numbers should 
not be misinterpreted to 
imply a resurgence of  the 
Nigerian economy, noting 
that the country was still 
unable to produce enough 
quantity to meet the 
benchmark set by the 
Organisation of  Petroleum 
Exporting Countries due to 
poor management of  the oil 
sector by the government. 

“Why the volume did 
not increase is because we 
are st i l l  experiencing 
business climate hostilities. 
International oil and gas 
companies are divesting 
from shallow waters and 
swamp oil and gas assets to 
better, peaceful, safer, 
c h e a p e r  o i l  a n d  g a s  
investment havens.

“People should not 
misconstrue that to mean 
that the economy of  Nigeria 
is doing well. In terms of  
production volume, we are 
still not able to produce up 
to the OPEC quota. We are 
also not able to produce up 
to the budget volume for our 
2022 budget. Because of  the 
crisis in the Balkans and 
what is happening in 
Ukraine and Russia, there is 
this reduction in the global 
crude oil that is being 
pumped.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness

Crude oil exports jump by 194%, hit N5.6tn in three months

Lagos commissioner makes case for
livable environment
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Russian General killed in Donbas fighting 

R
ussian state media has 
confirmed the death of 
one of Moscow’s top 
generals during heavy 

fighting in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region.

Maj Gen Roman Kutuzov was 
killed leading an assault on a 
Ukrainian settlement in the re-
gion, a reporter with the state-
owned Rossiya 1 said.

Alexander Sladkov said Gen 
Kutuzov had been command-
ing troops from the self-declared 
Donetsk People’s Republic.

Russia’s defence ministry has 
not commented on the reports.

“The general had led soldiers 
into attack, as if  there are not 
enough colonels,” Mr Sladkov 
wrote on the Telegram social me-
dia app. “On the other hand, Ro-
man was the same commander 
as everyone else, albeit a higher 
rank.”

His death comes as rumours 
circulated on social media that 
a second senior officer, Lt Gen 
Roman Berdnikov, commander 
of  the 29th Army, was also killed 
in fighting over the weekend. The 
BBC cannot independently verify 
the claims.

Russian commanders have been 
increasingly forced to the front in 
an attempt to drive forward the 
invasion and Moscow has con-
firmed the deaths of  three senior 
generals.

Kyiv claims to have killed 12 
generals and Western intelligence 
officials say at least seven senior 
commanders have been killed.

But there has been confusion 
over reports of  the deaths of  sev-
eral other Russian officers. Three 
generals that Ukrainian forces 
claimed to have killed have subse-
quently been reported to be alive.

In March, Ukrainian forces said 
Maj Gen Vitaly Gerasimov had 
been killed outside the country’s 
second city of  Kharkiv. However, 
on 23 May Russian state media 
said he had been awarded a state 
honour and dismissed reports of  
his death.

Another commander, Maj Gen 
Magomed Tushaev, also appeared 
to be still alive and periodically 
appears in videos posted to social 
media.

And on 18 March, Kyiv alleged 
that Lt Gen Andrey Mordvichev 
had been killed in an airstrike in 
the Kherson region. However, he 
later appeared in a video meeting 
with Chechen leader Ramzan 
Kadyrov and on 30 May BBC 
Russia confirmed that he was still 
alive.

The deaths of  generals are rarely 
officially acknowledged in Russia. 
In the case of  Maj Gen Vladimir 
Frolov, no information about his 
death had appeared in state media 
prior to his funeral in St Peters-
burg in April.

Russia lists military deaths as 
state secrets even in times of  peace 
and has not updated its official 
casualty figures in Ukraine since 
25 March, when it said that 1,351 
Russian soldiers had been killed 
since President Vladimir Putin 
launched his invasion of  Ukraine 
on 24 February.

In March, an official within 
President Volodymyr Zelensky’s 
inner circle told the Wall Street 
journal that a team of  Ukrainian 
military intelligence officers had 
been tasked with locating and tar-
geting Russia’s officer class.

“They look for high profile gen-
erals, pilots, artillery command-
ers,” the official said. They added 
that the officers were then targeted 
either with sniper fire or artillery.

Lt Gen Yakov Rezantsev was 
reportedly killed by a Ukrainian 
strike on the Chornobaivka air-
base near the city of  Kherson.

He was promoted to lieutenant 
general last year, and was com-
mander of  the 49th combined 
army of  Russia’s southern mili-
tary district.

He is said to have taken part in 
Russia’s military operation in Syr-
ia.

Maj Gen Oleg Mityaev report-
edly died somewhere near the city 
of  Mariupol, a city in south-east 

Russian military combatants advancing towards Ukrainian territories.

Volodymyr Zelensky ‘happy’ Boris Johnson won confidence vote 
as he’s ‘true friend of Ukraine’

P
resident Volodymyr 
Zelensky has said he is 
“very happy” that Boris 

Johnson won the confidence 
vote as he is a “true friend of 
Ukraine”.

Speaking to the Financial 
Times on Tuesday, Mr Zelensky 
claimed that the prime minister 
was “an important ally” of his 
country and had shown support 
following the Russian invasion.

The pair famously met in Kyiv 
last month and they are known 
to speak regularly.

Just hours before his confidence 
vote on Monday night, Mr John-
son spoke to Mr Zelensky to re-

iterate the UK’s commitment to 
arming Ukraine in its resistance 
against Russian aggression.

Asked for his reaction to the 
news Mr Johnson had won the 
confidence vote, he told the FT’s 
Roula Khalaf: “I am very happy 
[he won the confidence vote]. He 
is a true friend of  Ukraine... I am 
glad we have not lost a very im-
portant ally.”

Elsewhere during the interview, 
he said a stalemate was “not an 
option” that Ukraine would ac-
cept.

“I believe that this is a war for 
independence and the freedom 
of  our country… The opinion of  

Ukraine which has seen some of  
the heaviest fighting so far.

The nationalist Azov regiment 
claims to have killed him.

He was a commander of  the 
Russian army’s 150th motorised 
rifle division, a relatively new unit 
formed in 2016, and based in the 
Rostov region close to the Ukrain-
ian border.

Ukraine claims that the unit was 
created in order to take part in the 
conflict in separatist-controlled ar-
eas of  eastern Ukraine, although 
Russia denies that its military was 
involved in fighting there.

Maj Gen Andrei Kolesnikov, 
of  the 29th combined army, was 
killed in fighting on 11 March, 
according to official Ukrainian 
sources.

The circumstances of  his death 
were not given.

After Kolesnikov became the 
third Russian general reported-
ly killed in Ukraine, one western 
official told the Press Association 
that the Russian army may be suf-
fering from low morale, which is 
why high-ranking military officers 
are moving closer to the front line.

me and most of  our people is we 
must restore all of  our territories.” 
He said.

“As of  now I can say that re-
turning to the borders that we 
controlled before February 24 this 
year is a serious, temporary victo-
ry… It is temporary because we 
must also de-occupy all our for-
mer territories.”

Victory must be achieved on 
the battlefield, the Ukraine leader 
said.

Mr Zelensky said there “cannot 
be talks behind Ukraine’s back” 
and countries should not expect 
that Ukraine will “weaken our ex-
pectations”.

Late Lt-Gen. Yakov Rezantsev

It follows suggestions 
by French President Em-
manuel Macron that Kyiv 
may need to accept a peace 
deal to avoid “humiliating” 
Vladimir Putin.

Meanwhile, Mr Johnson 
on Tuesday sought to reset 
his premiership after 40 per 
cent of  his own MPs ex-
pressed no confidence in his 
leadership.

He told Cabinet the vote 
would allow the Govern-
ment to pursue his “massive 
agenda” for the country, in-
cluding cutting taxes and his 
“levelling up” programme. 

Ukraine’s President Zelenskiy and British PM 
Johnson walk in central Kyiv.
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uper Eagles captain, 

SAhmed Musa believes 
he  i s  s t i l l  s t rong 

enough to add more to his 
already well-decorated 
international caps, adding 
h e  wo u l d  h o n o u r  t h e 
national team call once 
Coach Jose Peseiro deemed 
it fit to call him.

The 29-year-old Fatih 
Karagumruk winger, who 
has already earned 106 
international caps, said his 
stance that the last 2021 
Africa Cup of  Nations 
(AFCON) in Cameroon 
m u s t  h a v e  b e e n 
misconstrued as retiring 
from the Super Eagles.

“I only said that the last 
AFCON in Cameroon was 
going to be my last but I 
never said I'm retiring from 
the Super Eagles,” the 
former Leicester City's star 
said in Abuja ahead of  the 
Super Eagles' 2023 AFCON 
opener against the Leone 
Stars of  Sierra Leone. “Yes, 
I said the last AFCON was 
going to be my last but didn't 
say I'm not ready to play for 
the national team again.

eon Balogun insists Lthe Super Eagles 
h ave  m ove d  o n 

from the disappointment of  
their failure to qualify for 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

The Super Eagles failed 
at the final hurdle losing on 
away goal rule to perennial 
r ivals,  Black Stars  of  
Ghana.

The team will look to 
put that behind them when 
they begin their quest for a 
place at the 2023 Africa 
Cup of  Nations against the 
Leone Stars of  Sierra 

Leone on Thursday.
Balogun stated that they 

are looking into the future, 
wi th  a  p lace  a t  2023 
AFCON the main target 
now.

”That's behind us now. I 
p l a y e d  f o r  m y  c l u b 
(Rangers) four days after 
the game against Ghana, so 
it's football. It goes on. 
There is no time to feel 
sorry for yourself,” the 
centre-back told reporters.

“Obviously it hurts, but 
you have to move on. Like 
they say, time heals old 
wound. You have to move 
on because the next match 
i s  a lways  a round  the 
corner.”

The Super Eagles were 
held to a 4-4 draw by Sierra 
Leone the last time both 
teams met in November 
2020.

Balogun is confident 
things will be different this 
time around.

“That's in the past, there 
is no point revisiting that. 
T h e  l e s s o n  i s  n o t  t o 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e  a n y 
opponent,” he added.

“Sure they will come 
with a different team, but 
we will do our best to win 
the game.”

from 4-1 and then to 4-4 but 
we won't make that mistake 
again,” he further said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  M u s a 
remains apologetic over the 
Super Eagles' failure to 
qualify for the upcoming 
Qatar 2022 FIFA   World 
Cup even as he pleaded with 
Nigerians to repose their 
confidence on the team yet 
again.

“First, I want to start by 
saying we are sorry about 
t h e  W o r l d  C u p 
disappointment and we 
know it is not that easy to 
forget about the defeat (non-
qualification FOR Qatar 
2022) and up till now, most 

a y e r n  M u n i c h Bs t r i k e r,  Ro b e r t 
Lewandowski, is 

continuing to push for a 
summer exit from the club.

In an interview with 
Onet Sport, he claimed the 
Bundesliga club did not 
listen to him until the end, 
and “something died inside 
me”.

e p a r t i n g  P S G Dwinger, Angel Di 
Maria has offered 

himself  to Barcelona.
According to Sport, Di 

Maria's future could take a 
surprise turn in the coming 
days. The former PSG 
player seemed set to move to 
Juventus for free but the 
player would like to play in 
Spain again and per Relevo 
has offered himself  to 
Barcelona.

He wants a year-long 

contract so he can arrive at 
the World Cup in Qatar in 
good condition and then 
sign for Rosario Central in 
2023. A situation Barcelona 
would like to give as he 
could arrive at a low cost.

Both sides have spoken 
to  each other  and are 
interested in the deal but 
time is ticking and Juve are 
also pushing for him still. 
They want him on a two-
year deal but he might prefer 
one for the time being.

Lewandowski is being 
h e av i l y  l i n k e d  w i t h 
Barcelona, with tentative 
interest from Chelsea and 
Manchester United.

The 33-year-old said: “I 
just want to leave Bayern. 
Loyalty and respect are 
more important than work. 
The best thing to do is find 
a solution together. They 

didn't want to listen to me 
until the end. Something 
died inside me – and it's 
impossible to get over that. 
Even if  you want to be 
professional, you can't 
make up for it.

“During so many years 
at the club I was always 
ready, available, despite 
injuries and the pain, I gave 
my best. I think the best 
thing to do is to find a good 
solution for both sides. 
And not to look for a one-
sided decision.

“I'm not looking for a 

eeds United attacker, LR a p h i n h a  c o u l d 
snub interest from 

Live r poo l  in  o rder  to 
complete a summer switch 
to Barcelona.

The Brazil international 
continued his fine form in 
the 2021-22 season with 11 
goals and three assists in 35 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances to help the 
Whites secure survival on 
the final day.

Raphinha now has 17 
goals and 12 assists to boast 
from 67 appearances in a 
Leeds shirt since arriving 
from Rennes in 2020, and 
his contract at Elland Road 
runs until the summer of  
2024.

A £25m exit clause 
would have supposedly been 
activated if  Jesse Marsch's 
side suffered relegation from 
the top flight last season, but 
clubs will now have to 
negotiate a fee with Leeds.

B a r c e l o n a  a n d 
Liverpool have seemingly 
e m e r g e d  a s  t h e  t w o 
frontrunners for Raphinha's 
signature, but a fee in excess 
of  £50m could be required 

to prise the 25-year-old away 
from Elland Road.

Now, Sport claims that 
Raphinha has earmarked 
Barcelona as his preferred 
destination and will snub 
interest from Liverpool in 
order to secure a switch to 
Camp Nou.

The report adds that 
Raphinha wants to play a 
leading role in Catalonia 
under Xavi for the 2022-23 
season, and Barca chief  
Mateu Alemany has flown 
to the UK for talks with 
Leeds.

It is claimed that Whites 
CEO Angus Kinnear is 
demanding a fee of  €65m 
(£55.5m) to part ways with 
the former Rennes man, 
who has already agreed 
p e r s o n a l  t e r m s  w i t h 
Barcelona.

unilateral solution, that 
makes no sense, not after so 
much time, after such a 
successful era and with my 
will and support.

“What kind of  player 
will want to go to Bayern 
knowing that something 
like this could happen to 
them? Where  are  the 
loyalty and respect then? I 
was always been ready, I 
spent eight nice years here, 
I met wonderful people and 
I would like it to stay that 
way in my mind.”

“ T h e  c o a c h  ( J o s e 
Peseiro) knows I still have 
something to offer and that 
is why he has called me.

“The next AFCON is 
next year and I don't know if  
I'll still be playing active 
football. But if  I'm still 
active, it is left for the coach 
to call me if  he thinks I still 
have something to give.

“So anytime I get a call 
up, I know I have to come 
because this is my country.”

The Super Eagles would 
on Thursday open their 
2023 AFCON campaign 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  ' b o g e y ' 
opponent with whom they 
d r ew  t w i c e  i n c l u d i n g 
surrendering a 4-1 lead to 
draw 4-4 in Benin City in the 
qualifying tournament for 
Cameroon 2021.

“Against Sierra Leone, 
we are not settling for a draw 
or a loss but definitely, we 
are going for a win on 
Thursday,” noted the 2013 
AFCON winner. “We know 
it's going to be a tough game 
but it is a home game for us.

“Agreed we drew with 
them the last time at home 

of  us still have that shock,” 
noted Musa who is Nigeria's 
top marksman at the FIFA 
World Cup with five goals 
including a brace against 
Argen t ina  (2014 )  and 
Iceland (2018). “Honestly, I 
still think that game (against 
Black Stars of  Ghana) has 
not been played.

“ I  k n o w  a  l o t  o f  
N i g e r i a n s  h a v e  l o s t 
confidence on us but we 
want to beg them and they 
should keep believing in the 
Super Eagles. Insha Allah 
(by the grace of  God), we 
sha l l  make  su re  the i r 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  u s  i s 
restored,” he added.

I still have a lot to offer to Super Eagles – Musa

Lewandowski pushing for Bayern Munich exit

World Cup
disappointment
behind us - Balogun Raphinha to snub

Liverpool for Barcelona
move

Juve target, Di Maria
approaches Barcelona
for a deal

Musa

Ralphinha

Lewandowski

Balogun
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apoli manager, 

NLuciano Spaletti, 
is confident of  

moulding Victor Osimhen 
into one of  the world's most 
feared strikers next season, 
according to reports. 

Spalletti, who guided 
the Partenopei to a third-
place finish in the Serie A 
last season, also hopes no 
“indecent” bid is made for 
the 23-year-old during the 
transfer window. 

Osimhen finished as 
Napoli's top scorer last 
season with 18 goals and 

mmanuel Dennis Eand Innocent Bonke 
a re  doubt fu l  fo r 

Nigeria's 2023 Africa Cup of  
Nations qualifier against the 
Leone Stars of  Sierra Leone.

T h e  d u o  t r a i n e d 
separately from the main 
squad at the practice pitch of  
t h e  M o s h o o d  A b i o l a 
S t a d i u m ,  A b u j a ,  o n 
Monday night.

D e n n i s  r e c e n t l y 
recovered from an injury 
which forced him to miss 
Watford's last three games 
last season.

eal Madrid risk being Routbid by PSG for 
A S  M o n a c o 

m i d f i e l d e r  A u r e l i e n 
Tchouameni.

M a r c a  s ay s  h av i n g 
already agreed personal 
terms with Los Blancos, it's 
now up  to  the  French 
midf ie lder  to  speak  to 
Monaco behind closed doors 
and ask them to accept 
Madrid's offer.

There is no comparison 
between Real Madrid's offer 
and that of  Paris Saint-
Germain. Real are sticking to 
their guns, as they believe 
their offer of  80 million 
euros, including bonuses, 
satisfies Monaco's initial 
request.

However, as we've seen 

in the past, PSG are willing 
to break the bank to land 
players, and rumours suggest 
their offer is close to, or may 
even exceed, the 100 million 
euros mark.

Monaco have yet to 
respond to Real's offer, but 

obert Garcia praised RT y s o n  F u r y , 
Deontay Wilder and 

Oleksandr Usyk but named 
his new colleague, Anthony 
Joshua as the best 'all-round 
ta l en t '  in  heavyweigh t 
boxing.

J o s h u a  a p p o i n t e d 
Garcia as his trainer after 
losing three heavyweight 
world championship belts to 
O l e k s a n d r  U s y k  i n 
September.

It meant splitting with 
Rob McCracken who had 
trained AJ since his Olympic 
gold at London a decade ago.

Speaking to Little Giant 
Boxing, Garcia said: “Still 
now, a year ago, two years 
ago, if  you asked me, “Who 
i s  t h e  m o s t  t a l e n t e d 
heavyweight?” I've always 
said Anthony Joshua.”

“Talent-wise, Fury is a 
different beast, a different 
mons te r.  Usyk  i s  ve r y 

technica l  and  d i f f i cu l t 
because he's smaller and fast. 
Wilder, tremendous power. 
Everybody has their own 
unique qualities.

“But overall, if  you're 
talking about talent, I pick 
A n t h o n y  Jo s h u a .  A n d 
another thing Anthony 
Joshua has is insane power.

He continued: 'Oh my 
gosh, he's got great power. 
More than anybody else I 
think. Wilder, I've never felt 
his power, but what I've seen 
of  him [knocking] fools out, 
Wilder is one of  those guys 
too that has that one-punch 
knockout power.

“But Anthony Joshua 
has  i t .  He ' s  ver y,  ver y 
strong.”

Joshua i s  se t  for  a 
rematch with Usyk in July, 
where he will  have the 
chance to win back the titles 
he ceded to the Ukranian in 
their last fight.

the hope is that Tchouameni 
will step in and make it clear 
he has a deal in place with the 
Spanish side. So far all talks 
between the French player 
and Los Blancos have come 
with the blessing of  Monaco, 
who are  search ing  the 
t rans fer  market  for  an 
affordable replacement.

The versatile forward 
came in as a second half  
substitute in the Super 
Eagles 1-0 defeat to Ecuador 
last week

Bonke is yet to fully 

ierra Leone forward, 

SAmadou Bakayoko 
says the team will go 

a l l  o u t  f o r  a  w i n  i n 
Thursday's 2023 Africa 
Cup of  Nations qualifier 
against the Super Eagles.

The Leone Stars will be 
up against their fellow West 
Africans at the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja.

John Keister's side held 
the Super Eagles to a 4-4 
draw the last time both 
teams met at the Samuel 
O g b e mu d i a  S t a d i u m , 
Benin City.

The Leone Stars rallied 
back from four goals down 
on that occasion to earn a 
share of  the spoils.

Bakayoko, who plays 
for English club, Bolton 
Wanderers insisted that 
they will put up another 
good fight this time around.

“Without doubt playing 
against Nigeria will be my 
first proper match for Sierra 
Leone. Something I am 
looking forward to, but both 
Nigeria and Guinea-Bissau 
a r e  n o  e a s y  g a m e s ,” 

B a k a y o k o  t o l d 
footballsieraleone.net.

“God willing we can go 
out there and showcase 
ourselves against a tough 
Nigeria side. Helping Sierra 
Eone reach the Africa Cup 
of  Nations in Ivory Coast 
2023 wil l  be  massive, 
personally for me, my 
country and al l  of  us 
players working so hard to 
give our best.

“ M a k i n g  t h e  n e x t 
African Cup of  Nations is 
something as a player i want 
to be part of  and will be 
unbelievable for me to play 
in the Ivory Coast for the 
first time.

“The last competition, I 
was not par t  of  but I 
watched the team play well 
hence why it will be pivotal 
for us to be in the Ivory 
Coast tournament.”

shake off  the injury he 
picked up in the first half  of  
Nigeria's friendly defeat 
against Mexico.

The team has enough 
cover in midfield and attack 

should both players fail to 
recover before the game on 
Thursday.

Thursday's encounter is 
billed for the Moshood 
Abiola Stadium, Abuja.

has been linked with a 
move away from Naples 
with Arsenal, Real Madrid, 
N e w c a s t l e  U n i t e d , 
Liverpool, Bayern Munich 
and Manchester United all 
reportedly interested in the 
Super Eagles striker. 

The Par tenopei are 
holding out for €110m for 
the Nigerian striker, who 
has three years left on his 
current deal, according to a 
report on Corriere dello 
Sport.

“He (Osimhen) is a 
potential that can still be 

improved and made more 
profitable for the team,” 
Spaletti told Tuttosports. 

“Osimhen has healthy 
selfishness of  a centre 
forward who shoots as 
soon as he sees the goal and 
a physically overwhelming 
power that he expresses 
above all with his head and 
this characteristic is very 
popular in the Premier 
League.

“But I hope that in the 
end, no indecent proposal 
arrives at Napoli, so that I 
can shape this raw jewel, to 

make it shine even more 
because technically he still 
needs to improve. 

“I hope to coach him for 
a long time.” 

The 21-cap Nigeria 
international has scored 10 
goals and provided six 
assists for the national team 
thus far. He is expected to 
r e tu r n  to  the  Eag le s ' 
starting line-up when they 
host Sierra Leone in a 2023 
African Cup of  Nations 
q u a l i f i e r  i n  A b u j a 
Thursday. 
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I'll make Osimhen
fearsome – Spalletti

Dennis, Bonke doubtful for Sierra Leone clash

Real Madrid, PSG jostle for Monaco
star Tchouameni

We're fired up for Super Eagles test
– Sierra Leone star, Bakayoko

Bonnke Dennis

BakayokoTchouameni

Osimhen

New trainer dubs AJ
'the most talented'
heavyweight boxer
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The fresh news people

residential aspirants on Pthe platform of  the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 

(APC) from South-East Nigeria 
have  wr i t ten  to  Pres ident 
Muhammadu Buhari, asking 
him to anoint one of  them as the 
candidate of  the party for the 
2023 general elections.

A letter dated June 6, 2022, 
and signed by six presidential 
aspirants from the South-East, 
a l l eged ly  appea led  to  the 
President to act promptly, so as to 
guide the party's delegates 
accordingly.

The letter allegedly reads, 
“We the undersigned, who are 
aspirants to the office of  the 
President on the platform of  our 
p a r t y,  t h e  A P C  w r i t e  t o 
c o m m e n d  y o u r  f a t h e r l y 
leadership of  our country and 
our party. We also commend 
your unequivocal approval of  the 
position of  the 14 Progressive 
gover nors  f rom Nor ther n 
Nigeria to ensure that your 
successor is elected from tur 
Southern part of  Nigeria.

“We also commend the 
governors for this patriotic and 
unifying stand. United we stand 
—Our unity in diversity had been 
the rallying point of  all patriots.

“Your Excellency, we most 
humbly request that this position 
of  our brothers from the North 
be deepened and made even 
more wholesome by further 
zoning this position to the South-
East.

"We are all aware that no 
President can emerge without 
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  v a r i o u s 
geopolitical zones and without 
the express collaboration of  our 
brothers and sisters from other 
zones of  Nigeria.

"With our Convention at 
hand, your kind directive for the 
deepening of  unity in diversity 
championed by our founding 
fathers solely on the basis of  
strengthening national unity and 
cohesion and for rousing victory 
at the 2023 elections, are stated 
objectives in your speeches to the 
Progressive Governors Forum, 
the APC aspirants dinners and 
t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  A P C 
stakeholders.

“ F u r t h e r m o r e,  we  a r e 
humbly requesting that you 
consider and pick your chosen 
candidate from the South-East 
aspirants in line with your stated 
objectives of  handing over to 
trusted party loyalists.

“ We  h u m b ly  s e e  yo u r 

Excellency's prompt and kind 
intervention to enable the party 
delegates to assume proper 
guidance.

“Please accept as always our 
c o n t i n u i n g  l o y a l t y  a n d 
assurances of  our esteem regards 
and obedience to whichever 
candidate your Excellency 
deems fit and appropriate to 
adopt as the candidate of  the 
party.”

President Buhari on Monday 
dismissed reports that he had 
anointed the Senate President, 
A h m a d  L a w a n  a s  t h e 
presidential candidate of  the 
ruling APC.

E a r l i e r,  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A P C 
announced Senate President 
L aw a n  a s  t h e  c o n s e n s u s 
presidential candidate of  the 
party.

Adamu reportedly made the 
announcement at the meeting of  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o r k i n g 
Committee (NWC) on Monday 
in Abuja.

His adoption of  Lawan as 
the consensus candidate was 
against the position of  11 APC 
northern governors, who had 
said that power must shift to the 
South after President Buhari's 

tenure.
Adamu told the National 

Working Committee that he 
arrived at the choice of  the 
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  a f t e r 
consultation with President 
Buhari.

Earlier, Buhari was reported 
to have held a closed-door 
meeting with governors of  the 
APC from the North at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja.

T h i s  w a s  p a r t  o f  
preparations for the party's 
c o n v e n t i o n  t o  e l e c t  i t s 
presidential candidate for the 
2023 general elections.

However, a statement on 
Monday signed by Garba Shehu, 
Senior Special Assistant to the 
President on Media & Publicity, 
said Buhari declared before the 
party's 14 governors of  northern 
states that he had “no preferred 
candidate," and had "anointed 
no one,” and was determined to 
ensure that “there shall be no 
imposition of  any candidate on 
the party.”

Speaking at a meeting with 
the Governors at the State 
House, Abuja, the statement 
quoted President Buhari as 
saying the party is important and 
its members must be respected 

and made to feel important.
The statement had said, "The 

President said he had a clear 
mind about what he was doing 
and asked the APC governors to 
feel the same way: 'You were 
elected as I was. Have a clear 
mind as I have. God gave us the 
chance; we have no reason to 
complain. We must be ready to 
take pain as we take the joy. 
Allow the delegates to decide. 
The Party must participate, 
nobody will appoint anybody.'

"Earlier in their addresses, 
the Chairman of  the Northern 
Governors Forum, Governor 
S i m o n  B a k o  L a l o n g  a n d 
Governor Abubakar Atiku 
Bagudu of  the Progressive 
Governors Forum, said they had 
come to affirm the position of  the 
Northern Governors that the 
p a r t y ' s  c a n d i d a t e  i n  t h e 
presidential election shall come 
from the southern part of  the 
country.

"They apologised to the 
President for the leakage of  their 
signed memorandum which was 
not in support of  any particular 
candidate and gave assurances to 
the President on their readiness 
to accept his leadership on the 
matter.”
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