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Horror! Another Ozubulu massacre in Ondo

Terrorists attack
Catholic Church

...Gunmen operating with impunity, govt focused on 2023 elections - CAN

...Condemnations, reassurances no longer comforting - NMA

...Relevant authorities appeared unconcerned - Ohanaeze 

...Nigeria'll not surrender to wicked people — Buhari

Peter Obi made me leave APGA for Labour
Party – Victor Umeh

My deputy is very ambitious, says Gov. Ikpeazu
...Directs herders to vacate bush

How Soludo’s teachers’
recruitment exam
frustrated over
31, 000 candidates
...As cyber café owners smile
to bank

We’ll no longer keep
sensitive election
materials with CBN,
says INEC ObiUmeh

SoludoSoludoSoludo

Dozens of worshippers killed,
scores injured
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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu has 
criticised his Depu-

ty Governor, Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu for not informing 
him about his desire of  suc-
ceeding him in office.

Ikpeazu expressed his dis-
pleasure in an interview he 

My Deputy very ambitious, says Ikpeazu 

granted to Dickson Iroegbu 
in Abuja, which was mon-
itored by News Echo in 
Umuahia.

He pointed out that it 
was his discretion to forgive 
those who have wronged 
him that has kept his rela-
tionship with the Deputy, 
intact.

He wondered why Oko 
Chukwu would disrespect 

him by making his guber 
ambition known to every-
one else before coming to 
tell him (Ikpeazu).

He hinted that he would 
have moved against his 
Deputy, if  not for his ability 
to forgive people.

“My Deputy didn’t tell 
me he wanted to replace 
me,he didn’t consult me, 
he had gone everywhere 

2023: Women group calls for female 
deputy governor in Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A
head of  2023 general 
elections, a Non-Gov-
ernmental Organiza-

tion (NGO) called “Women 
Support Women” (WSW) , 
has called on the Enugu State 
Government to give addi -
tional appointive positions to 
women.

In addition, the group 
which is a conglomeration 
of  different women advocacy 
groups, also called on the gov-
ernment to appoint a woman 
as a deputy governor in 2023.

Addressing newsmen  on 
behalf  of  the group, the State 
Coordinator of  the Women 
Support Women, Mrs. Ony-
inye Mamah, said that they 
are out to dismantle men 
dominance in governance so 
that more women can partic-
ipate and contribute their quo-
ta to the building of  the state 
and the nation in general.

Mamah  said, “it is our heart 
desire that Enugu State contin-
ues to maintain the status of  
having female deputy gover-
nors while looking forward to 
having a woman as the gover-
nor.

Her words: “We want Enu-
gu to maintain the status of  a 
woman as a deputy governor 
and then we  want more wom-
en in appointive positions.

“ As an advocacy group, 
we want to dismantle the sta-
tus quo in the state assembly 
where we have only four wom-
en.”

According to her, they want 
the number of  women in the 
state assembly to be at least 
six or the affirmative action of  
seven women in the assembly 
made up twenty-four.

She further said that a situa-
tion where only three women 
are commissioners out of  sev-
enteen is not good enough for 
the women and the state, add-
ing that more women should 

be appointed SA, SSAs and 
SPAs to redress the gender im-
balance.

She pointed out electing 
more women is not a favour but 
a statutory requirement.

“It is no longer like a kind 
of  favour from the governor to 
appoint or elect women but it 
is a gender right that has been 
passed constitutionally for all 
the states to integrate,” she said.

Mamah however commend-
ed Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
for being the first governor in 
the state to have a woman as his 
deputy and sued that the status 
be maintained in addition to 
having more women appoint-
ed into positions of  authority. 
“Our outcry as an advocacy 
group is that a woman remains 
the deputy governor and we 
want more women in appoin-
tive positions,” she reiterates.

She said that already they 
had penciled down some wom-
en who are qualified to take the  
position of  deputy, in 2023.

Methodist Church Bishop, Onuoha 
wins ADC guber ticket in Abia

FCCPC restates commitment to protection of
consumer interest in free, fair market environment
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Federal Competi-
tion and Consumer 
Protection Commis-

sion, FCCPC, has vowed 
to ensure that the set down 
rules according to Good 
Manufacturing Practices are 
maintained across the coun-
try to protect and promote 
the interest of  consumers in 
a free and fair market envi-
ronment.

The South East zonal co-
ordinator of  FCCPC, Mr. 
Anthony Nwafor, made 
the vow at a manufacturing 
company at Onitsha, An-
ambra State, over the week-

end.
Mr. Nwafor, noted that 

FCCPC as a federal gov-
ernment agency was estab-
lished under the FCCP Act 
of  2018 with the mandate 
to promote and protect the 
interest of  consumers.

He further listed the 
adoption of  appropriate 
measures to guarantee that 
goods and services are safe 
for use; to reduce the risk 
and injury which may oc-
cur from consumption of  
certain consumer items and 
other services rendered to 
consumers, to curtail an-
ti-Competitive practices, 
which includes price fixing, 
monopoly, cartel, among 

before they advised him to 
talk to his Governor, when 
he finally came, I told him 
he has come a bit late, mind 
you, am the only Gover-
nor in Abia State that has 
ran almost 8 years with his 
Deputy”

“He became very ambi-
tious and refused to consult 
me, I don’t have any place 
in my heart to harbour bit-
terness, otherwise I would 
have done what I should 
do, everybody knows what 
a person in my position can 

do to a recalcitrant Depu-
ty,but I don’t think that is a 
way to go”

Ikpeazu  during the in -
terview also said  he was 
never consulted before  the  
Nigerian Army  invaded 
Afaraukwu home of  Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu in 2017, say-
ing that it was wrong for an-
yone to ascribe that he had 
a prior knowledge of  the 
invasion.

“ I was not told that an-
ything like that was going 
to happen. I only saw the 

GOC who was at Enugu 
that time. He showed up in 
my office and told me that 
will arrest Nnamdi Kanu. I 
asked him why, he said he 
had orders to arrest him.”

“ I told him to give me a 
few hours and he obliged. I 
called the traditional rulers 
and asked them to talk to 
Nnamdi’s father who was a 
traditional ruler to persuade  
Nnamdi to come and have a 
word the GOC but Nnam-
di refused, saying he was 
under siege already in his 
house.”

He went on, “ I did not 
know that the soldiers were 
already everywhere.”

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

W
ith 330 votes, 
Bishop Sunday 
Onuoha, a Bish-

op of  Methodist Church Ni-
geria has been declared the 
winner of  African Demo-
cratic Congress (ADC) gov-
ernorship primary in Abia 
State.

He defeated Mr Otisi Ebi-
tu Ukaiwe,  who got 160 

others as some of  their 
mandates.

On his part, the manag-
er, Corporate Affairs of  
the company, Mr. Damian 
Igwe, assured the FCCPC 
team of  the company’s total 
compliance to the guide-
lines and set down rules, 
even as he guaranteed of  
their preparedness to collab-
orate with the commission 
to ensure that their mandate 
is met.

Educational materials 
were presented to the cor-
porate affairs manager, by 
the Zonal Coordinator of  
FCCPC, Mr. Nwafor, dur-
ing the event.

votes, in an election con-
ducted at Kolping society  
hall, Umuahia.

Bishop Onuoha is also the 
President of  Vision Africa 
Radio in Umuahia as well 
as a peace and religious har-
mony ambassador in Nige-
ria.

Otisi who is the son of  Ni-
geria’s former Chief  of  Gen-
eral Staff,  Navy Commo -
dore Ebitu Ukaiwe however 
rejected the result, alleging 
that it was characterised 
by irregularities, vowing to 
challenge the outcome in 
Court.

Declaring the results after 
the exercise, the returning 
officer, Mr Nkem Ukandu 
said 

20 votes were void.
In his acceptance speech, 

Bishop Onuoha thanked the 
members of  ADC for giv-
ing him the flag of  the party 
for 2023, promising to turn 

Abia State around with de-
velopment, if  elected.

He urged Abians to sup-
port him and ADC in repo-
sitioning Abia, noting that 
his 11-point agenda would 
be applied in transformation 
of  the State.

Before the kickoff  of  ac-
creditation and voting, the 
two contestants engaged 
themselves in a public de-
bate on who is better pre-
pared for the job. 

The primary which start-
ed by 12: noon, ended by 
8:35 pm while a mammoth 
crowd of  delegates and par-
ty supporters thronged the 
Kolping premesis.

The State Chairman of  
ADC, Hon Don Norman 
Obinna explained that the 
orderly conduct of  the pri-
mary proved that his party 
was out to sack PDP from 
Abia State government 
house .

APC primary: I didn’t step down for 
Senate President - Umahi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
and APC Presiden-

tial aspirant has said that he 
didn’t step down from the 
race for Senate President 
Ahmad Lawan

Umahi in a statement is-
sued by his special Assis-
tance media and publicity, 
Francis Nweze said the news 
story purportedly broadcast 
on the one of  the Television 
Stations that Umahi has 
stepped down for his Presi-
dential aspiration was totally 
false in context and content

The statement reads: “Our 
attention has been drawn 
to a news story purportedly 
broadcast on the stable of  
one of  the revered Televi-
sion Stations in Nigeria, the 
Arise Television in which 
the Station announced that 
Engineer David Nweze 
Umahi has stepped down 
his aspiration for his fellow 
Presidential Aspirant and 
Senate President, Ahmed 

Lawal ahead of  the Presi-
dential Primary”.

“Without much Ado, I 
make the following clarifi-
cations to guide the teem-
ing supporters of  Engineer 
Umahi, members and stake-
holders of  the All Progres-
sives Congress, APC, and 
Nigerians at large”.

“The news item is totally 
false in context and content. 
This raises a question mark 
about the credibility of  the 
source of  such fallacy, what 
never took place which is 
capable of  putting Engineer 
Umahi’s aspiration in jeop-
ardy”.

“For the sake of  discern-
ing minds, what happened 
was that Senate President, 
Ahmed Lawal in a last-
ditch effort to ramp up part-
nership ahead of  the APC 
Presidential Primary, visit-
ed Governor Umahi in his 
Abuja residence on Saturday 
where they both promised to 
support whoever amongst 
the two and other Aspirants 
that emerge the Flagbearer 
of  the Party in the Primary. 
The Senate President even 

took out time to eulogize 
Engineer Umahi for making 
the Party proud through his 
purposeful governance in 
Ebonyi State”.

“There was no time dur-
ing the visit that the issue of  
stepping down by either En-
gineer Umahi or the Senate 
President was discussed or 
even suggested”.

“It, therefore, becomes 
a serious concern how the 
Arise Television got them-
selves enmeshed in this kind 
of  professional miscarriage 
of  reality without verifying 
the authenticity or otherwise 
of  their news source”.

“The teeming supporters 
of  Engineer Umahi across 
Nigeria and beyond are en-
couraged to disregard the 
ill-fated news item which is 
by all standards fake, and go 
about their solidarity on the 
assurance that His Excellen-
cy the Governor is still very 
much in the race to develop 
Nigeria,  God willing, he 
will emerge in the Sunday 
Presidential Primary of  our 
great Party, the All Progres-
sives Congress”, he stated.

...I wasn’t consulted before Army invaded Kanu’s home in 2017

Read 
&
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Tambuwal wins 
PDP Senatorial 
ticket

News

APC disgusted with Tinubu’s outburst
in Abeokuta, says Adamu
T

he National Chair-
man of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, 

Abdullahi Adamu, has 
said the party is not happy 
with the outburst of  one of  
its presidential aspirants, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu in 
Abeokuta.

He said Tinubu might be 
sanctioned by the party.

The APC Chairman an-
nounced that all presiden-
tial aspirants are scheduled 
to meet with President Mu-
hammadu Buhari tonight.

Adamu also said the par-
ty has appealed the judg-
ment in favour of  statutory 
delegates, meaning they 
will not participate in the 
upcoming presidential pri-
mary.

He made the comments 
while speaking with report-

ers at the APC National 
Secretariat in Abuja on Sat-
urday.

Tinubu was campaigning 
in Abeokuta on Thursday 
when he said he deserves to 
lead the nation after help-
ing President Buhari win 
the 2015 election.

Many viewed his speech 
as disrespectful to the Pres-
ident.

But in a statement on 
Friday, Tinubu maintained 
that he holds President Bu-
hari in high regard.

He said his comments 
were not meant to disre-
spect the President and had 
been taken out of  context.

The former Lagos State 
Governor said reactions 
suggesting he had been dis-
respectful were sensational 
and incorrect.
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Sector Commander of  FRSC Enugu State Command, Joseph Toby and others commemorating World Bicycle Day in Enugu.

World Environment Day: Soludo targets
1 million trees for Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has said it 
will plant no fewer 

than one million trees to 
promote afforestation and 
check environmental degra-
dation ravaging the state.

The State Commission-
er for Environment, Engr. 
Felix Odimegwu, disclosed 
this at the weekend, during 
a press conference to mark 
this year’s World Environ-
ment Day.

He said the State Gover-
nor, Prof  Chukwuma Solu-
do was expected to start off  
the campaign on Sunday.

While describing the 
theme for this year’s celebra-
tion “Only One Earth” as 
apt, he said under the policy 
each household would be 
expected to plant at least two 
trees every year.

He said, “Anambra State 
is facing serious environ-
mental health degradation, 
and serious climate change 
challenges. This is the time 

to take up the collective and 
individual responsibility of  
protecting, restoring our 
only ‘one earth’ by avoiding 
actions leading to environ-
mental pollution and degra-
dation.

 “I therefore call on the 
people to leverage the oppor-
tunity offered by the theme 
to raise their consciousness 
towards adopting safe en-
vironmental management 
practices and good sanita-
tion that will promote the 
general wellbeing of  all of  
us.”

The Commissioner said 
government would intro-

duce Environmental Mar-
shalls in communities across 
the state to reinforce sensiti-
zation and enforcement of  
environmental laws to effect 
healthy living.

He noted that the present 
administration would part-
ner private corporations in 
the area of  waste recycling 
to create jobs and reduce the 
burden of  waste disposal, 
even as he said the monthly 
sanitation exercise would be 
strengthened to ensure max-
imum compliance.

Also speaking, the State 
Coordinator, Nigeria Ero-
sion and Watershed Man-

FRSC urges Nigerians to ride bicycles to reduce
carbon-monoxide, traffic congestion on roads 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

T
he Federal Road Safe-
ty Corps (FRSC) has 
urged Nigerians to 

inculcate the habit of  always 
riding bicycles to reduce car-
bon-monoxide and traffic 
congestion on all roads in 
the country.

The Sector Command-

INEC to create additional voter registration
centres in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

The Anambra state of-
fice of  the Independent 

National Electoral Com-
mission, INEC says it is 
addressing challenges being 
encountered by prospective 
registrants in the ongoing 

continuous Voter registra-
tion. Addressing the me-
dia in Awka on Friday, 3rd 
March, 2022, the Resident 
Electoral Commissioner, 
REC of  the State, Dr Nkwa-
chukwu Orji said that INEC 
has observed the recent surge 
in number of  people seeking 
to register at the ongoing ex-

er of  FRSC Enugu State 
Command, Mr Joseph Toby, 
made the call on Friday while 
declaring open a 5-kilometre 
cycling ride within Enugu 
metropolis to commemorate 
the World Bicycle Day 2022.

Toby noted that bicycle 
riding totally eliminates the 
emission of  carbon-monox-
ide into the atmosphere; thus 
reducing the greenhouse ef-
fect and promoting the Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
– Goal 13.

According to him, riding 
bicycles help in reducing 
traffic crashes and thus en-
hancing the realization of  
FRSC 2022 Strategic Goal 
(Goal 1), which is to accom-
plish 15 per cent reduction in 
Road Traffic Crash fatality.

 “Bicycle is affordable, re-
liable and simple to use. It 
reduces the cost of  maintain-
ing city roads and ensures 
cleaner cities,” he said.

The commander said that 
the command would con-
tinue to incorporate the use 
of  bicycles as the best alter-
native to carbon-monoxide 
laden automobiles in its out-
reach, education and aware-
ness.

“Today the world is faced 
with the challenges of  glob-

al warming; environmen-
tal degradation/pollution 
as well as increase in poor 
health conditions as a result 
of  traffic congestion and its 
attendant carbon-monoxide 
evasion as well as sedentary 
lifestyles.

 “It has become impera-
tive that we adopt the option 
of  Non-Motorized Trans-
portation to heal the earth 
and improve the health of  
all humans.

 “As Command will con-
tinue to carry out sensitisa-
tion and education along 
this line,” he said.

The 5-kilometre bicycle 
ride, carried out by officers, 
special marshals and regular 
marshals of  the Command, 
took-off  from the FRSC 
State Command’s headquar-
ters in Works Road in Enu-
gu.

They covered Enugu-Ab-
akaliki Road then passed 
through Ebeano Tunnel 
down to Ogui Road and 
stopped at Nnamdi Azikiwe 
Stadium, Enugu and re-
turned through the same 
routes to the FRSC State 
Command’s headquarters.

The World Bicycle Day is 
commemorated every June 
3, as stipulated by the Unit-

ercise in Anambra State.
The REC noted that this 

development has put pres-
sure on the Commission’s 
resources and capacity. 

He disclosed that the Elec-
toral umpire has created 
additional three (3) regis-
tration centres in the state 
office, and already working 

towards extending same to 
its local government offices.

Dr Nkwachukwu Orji 
added that the Commission 
will also re-open some local 
government offices that were 
shutdown  as a result of  in-
security, after engaging rele-
vant stakeholders.

The REC appealed to 
prospective registrants to ex-
ercise patience as INEC is 
working to ensure seamless  
exercise. 

ed Nations, to draw aware-
ness on the importance of  
bicycles to mobility, human 
health and creating friendly 
relationships among road 
users world-wide.

B
arely a week after he 
dropped his presi-
dential an ambition 

for former Vice president, 
Sokoto State Governor, 
Aminu Waziri Tambuwal, 
has been declared the sena-
torial candidate of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party for 
Sokoto South.

The Governor, last week, 
stepped down for for-
mer vice president Atiku 
Abubakar at the presiden-
tial primary of  the party in 
Abuja

Tambuwal seeks to rep-
resent seven Local Gov-
ernment Areas in the Red 
Chamber come 2023. The 
LGAs are Bodinga, Dange/
Shuni, Kebbe, Shagari, Tam-
buwal, Tureta, and Yabo.

Governor Tambuwal had 
previously represented Tam-
buwal/Kebbe Federal Con-
stituency in the House of  
Representatives, where he 
rose to become the Speak-
er of  the House in his third 
term.

By this declaration, the 
governor will slug it out 
with the incumbent, Senator 
Danbaba Dambuwa, who 
recently dumped the PDP 
for APC.
Northern Groups Lambast 
Region’s APC Governors 
over support for Southern 
Presidential candidate.

Tinubu
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Editorial

une 5, of every year is globally celebrated 

Jor observed as World Environment Day 
(WED). World Environment Day is one 

of  the most significant events on the 
international environmental calendar. 

The World Environment Day, is a day to 
ref lect  on the g lobal  environmental 
deteriorating conditions and to raise people`s 
awareness about the danger we all face should 
we fail to act positively to reverse the 
situation.

In 1972, June 5 was christened World 
Environment Day by the UN General 
Assembly at the Stockholm Conference. The 
first celebration took place in 1974 with the 
theme 'Only One Earth' and now, nearly 50 
years later, in 2022, we're celebrating one of 
the most prolific days for environmental 
awareness under the theme 'Only One Earth.' 
And, it was observed highlighting the need to 
live sustainably in harmony with nature by 
transformative changes in our policies and 
choices towards cleaner and greener lifestyles.

The 1972 Stockholm conference on the 
Environment marked the beginning of the 
yearly celebration of the World Environment 
Day. The Earth Summit of 1992 in Brazil 
further reaffirmed the political will and 
commitment of governments, individuals, 
communities, and groups to organize various 
actives to improve their environment.

Each year, United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP), the UN agency is 
responsib le  for  coordinat ing  World 
Environment Day, organizes events for 
Environment Day every year to encourage 
worldwide awareness and action for the 
protection of environment.

The Government of Sweden is the host of 
the World Environment Day 2022 programs 
iconic activities in partnership with the UN 
Environment Program (UNEP). This year 
marks the 50 years since the first United 
Nations Conference at Stockholm.

Representatives of the World shared ideas 
and experiences, established goals for 
sustainable environmental development.

Nigeria as a member of  the United 
Nations has been keeping faith with this 
injunction since June 1981 with the planting 
of a commemorative tree at the National 
Arcade, Tafawa Balewa Square, Lagos, which 
was to mark the World Environment Day.

Nigeria as a member of  the global 
community joined the whole world in 
reaffirming its concern for the preservation 
and enhancement of  the quality of  the 
environment.

The purpose of the awareness-raising 
event is to give human face to environmental 
issue; empower people to become active 
agents  of  sus ta inable  and  adequate 
development, promote an understanding that 
communities are pivotal to charging attitudes 
towards environment issues; and advocate 
partnership which will ensure all nations and 
people to enjoy a safer and more prosperous 
future.

The world environment day is a people`s 
event with observations and activities, 
including clean-up campaigns, public 

lectures, rallies, tree planting, concerts and a 
lot more. The United Nations uses World 
Environment Day to stimulate awareness in 
the environment and to enhance political 
attention and public action.

It is no longer in dispute that mankind is 
t o d a y  f a c e d  w i t h  a  c a t a l o g u e  o f 
environmental problems threatening the 
supportive ecosystems and indeed, human 
existence on earth.

At first, it appeared that better life on 
e a r t h  s o l e l y  d e p e n d e d  o n  v i go r o u s 
industrialization, economic prosperity and 
political stability. No doubt, these important 
factors contribute to decent living and 
prosperity. Yet the pursuit of comfort and 
advancement in technology seemed to have 
driven many nations of the world, including 
Nigeria, towards uncontrolled exploitation of 
national resources, neglect for abatement 
measures in industrial process and poorly 
managed environment.

The resultant effect underscores the 
numerous environmental problems which 
include deforestation, soil erosion, climate 
change, ozone layer depletion, industrial 
pollution we are experiencing today.

It is suffice to say that most of the 
environmental problems in Nigeria have 
arisen from excessive exploitation of its 
natural resources without abatement 
measures, besides global environmental 
issues that are also serious concern to Nigeria.

With the benefit of hindsight, the concern 
to  protec t  and  deve lop  the  Niger ia 
environment and the provision of adequate 
institutional arrangement to address the issue 
of the environment have witnessed several 
changes that culminate in the creation of the 
federal ministry of environment in 1999.

The protections of the environment are 
paramount to the achievement of  the 
objectives of the laudable, socio-economic 
reforms of the federal government which 
includes regional and global initiatives.

It should be noted that the role of 
governments in environmental matters is 
mainly catalytic. Government programs 
constitute the framework for a dynamic, 
evolving process for cooperation among 
stakeholders. These are the catalyst for 
evolvement of entire societies and points of 
reference for all agents involved in the process 
of environmentally sustainable development 
in this country.

We are all stakeholders on the issue of 
environmental sustainability. It is important 
that we create a mentality in which the 
adopt ion  of  prevent ive  act ions  and 
precautionary measures will be as natural as 
our reactions to emergency situations.

It is a challenge to all of us to pause and 
reflect on the state of the environment, re-
examine our activities in relations to the 
myriad of ever emerging new phenomena of 
environmental problems threatening our very 
existence.

We should remind ourselves that it is our 
collective duty to ensure a better and cleaner 
environment. The environment is our 
heritage and we are duty bound to preserve it.

2022: Significance of
World Environment Day



Opinion

Zoning: No Southerner did more damage than 
80 of 95  Igbo delegates to PDP convention 
- Osita Chidoka
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N
o other group did 
more damage to the 
idea of  zoning than 
the 80 out of  95 

Igbo delegates to the last Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
convention who cast their votes 
against Igbo aspirants. 

The 80 delegates and their 
sponsors, in a tragic display of  
lack of  group consciousness 
and primacy of  personal inter-
est, sent the country a clear and 
loud message: zoning is not an 
issue dear to Ndigbo. Igbo PDP 
delegates told Nigerians that a 
President from the Southeast 
is not a priority and not an is-
sue of  justice and fairness. The 
country heard them.

Two years ago, I approached 
Gov. Peter Obi, Sen. Ike Ekw-
eremadu, and Sen. Pius Anyim 
and spoke on the phone with 
Gov. Dave Umahi with a sin-
gle message – run for the Pres-
idency of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria. Gov. Peter Obi, at 
two meetings, told me he would 
not like to run against Atiku 
Abubakar and would consider a 
run if  the party zoned the presi-
dency to the Southeast. 

Sen Ekweremadu expressed 
his preference for the Gover-
norship of  Enugu State. Sen 
Anyim said he was watching 
the terrain, especially the zon-
ing arrangement and would 
feed me back. Gov. Umahi was 
non-committal.

I continued the engage-
ment as I believed that these 
men had sufficient name rec-
ognition and networks that 
would aid a competitive run. 
As time progressed, I started the 
campaign on zoning, calling on 
the country to respect a national 
agreement and convention.

 The campaign gathered steam 
as I traversed TV stations, on-
line media, and radio stations, 
pushing the logic and rationale 
for zoning. I was a member of  
the PDP zoning committee 
for Party Offices and used the 
platform to argue strongly for 
zoning the Chairmanship to the 
North. 

We achieved it but fell into a 
trap. We agreed to defer the de-
cision on zoning elective offices. 
After the zoning of  the Chair-
manship to the North, Sen Any-
im contacted me and confirmed 
that he would run. I was happy, 
and we went to work.

 I provided advice, went with 
him to solicit the support of  
some key stakeholders, and 
joined him in submitting his 
form at the PDP. When I read 

online that Gov. Peter Obi had 
declared, I reached out to him 
and provided him with some 
data about his standing across 
the regions from an opinion 
poll. I kept reaching out to him. 

Mazi Sam Ohiabunwa visit-
ed with me and we discussed at 
length. I encouraged Sen. Anyim 
to convene the meeting of  Igbo 
Aspirants to create a platform 
that will ultimately help produce 
a consensus Igbo candidate.

Throughout the Primary cam-
paigns, I did not visit or attend 
any campaign event of  Alhaji 
Atiku, Dr Saraki, Gov. Tambu-
wal or Gov Bala save for when 
they came to speak to the former 
Ministers Forum.

 On principle and at personal 
pain, I stayed away from people 
who had continually shown me 
friendship because I believe that 
our nation must be built on foun-
dations of  justice and equity.

Two nights before the Prima-
ries, I joined an online meeting 
of  select Igbo leaders. I pas-
sionately pleaded with them 
to endorse Sen. Anyim or Sam 
Ohuabunwa and make it public 
while reaching out to the Igbo 
PDP Governors and delegates 
to vote in one direction as a mes-
sage to the country that Ndigbo 
are serious about zoning and 
fairness.

Vice President Atiku scored 
371 votes which is three times 
more than the Northeast votes at 
112 votes and more than 298 the 
combined votes of  the North-
Eeast and Nort-West. 

Gov. Wike scored 237, which 
was almost twice the vote from 
the South-South. Saraki’s 70 
votes indicate a strength be-
yond Kwara state, same for Gov. 
Udom’s 38 votes.

Sen Anyim got 14 votes 13 

clearly came from Ebonyi, and 
Sam Ohuabunwa got one vote. 
Fifteen votes from 95 delegates? 
The Igbo zone had no strategic 
interest in this election? No stra-
tegic objective?

I feel bad. I feel humiliat-
ed not against Nigeria but 
against a group that could not 
come together in a rare mo-
ment of  group consciousness 
to make a statement. Sad. 
Nobody in the country thought 
the Igbo quest for Presidency 
was serious by the voting pattern 
at the convention. None of  the 
Igbo candidates could win a vote 
from outside of  Igboland. 

Last year when I lamented 

about the absence of  a show 
of  strength by Igbo presidential 
aspirants at the PDP conven-
tion, many took offence. Many 
Ndigbo disagreed with me when 
I said that the three most influ-
ential politicians in Nigeria were 
Goodluck Jonathan, Yemi Osin-
bajo and Atiku Abubakar.

The evidence is playing out. 
One can only become President 
of  Nigeria through a nation-
al platform. President Buhari 
learnt that lesson and built a na-
tional coalition in 2015.

Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe, Mal-
lam Aminu Kano, Chief  
Obafemi Awolowo and Al-
haji Waziri Ibrahim all expe-
rienced it and tried to form a 

Progressive national alliance. 
In 1979, the National Party of  
Nigeria, a national platform, 
delivered a largely unknown Al-
haji Shehu Shagari as President. 
Similarly, in 1993, the Social 
Democratic Party, a national 
platform, delivered Chief  MKO 
Abiola. 

Furthermore, in 1999, the 
People’s Democratic Party, a na-
tional platform produced Chief  
Obasanjo despite lacking sup-
port from his region. 

The same portends for Dr 
Goodluck Jonathan, from the 
smallest state in Nigeria. No pol-
itician will be elected President 
in Nigeria without a national 
platform. PDP is in danger of  
its national platform suffering 
serious erosion with Peter Obi 
and Rabiu Kwankwanso on the 
ballot. 

Who will profit from this ero-
sion? I will deal with that soon. 
From the ashes of  this pain-
ful PDP outing, Ndigbo 
needs to rise and re-engage 
the country more positively. 
Mr. Osita Chidoka, a former 
Minister of  Aviation, is a top 
leader of  the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) from the South-
East.

In this piece, Chidoka narrates 
how he tried to get the PDP to give 
its presidential ticket to his zone 
and Igbo delegates to the party’s 
national convention, which took 
place in Abuja, last weekend, 
blew it.
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n ace broadcaster with 

AOzisa FM Radio, Mazi 
C h i n o n s o  U b a  

(Nonsonkwa), has emerged as 
the candidate of  African 
Democratic Party (ADC) for 
Ikeduru/Mbaitoli Federal 
Constituency Seat.

The party which held its 
primaries last week at its State 
Secretariat, Okigwe Road, 
Owerri, adopted affirmative 
method that brought its 
candidates to bear of  which 
Nonsonkwa is not left out.

Speaking shortly after being 
declared winner, the Mbaike 
Federal Constituency ADC 
Flag Bearer, said that the factor 
that pushed him to contest for 
the election is the passion to 
champion, serve and defend 
Igbo cause home and abroad, 
saying his agenda as a human 
rights activist would be to move 
for  the amendment and 
expansion of  the scope of  the 
Human Rights Law, as well as 
protect the cause of  the 
downtrodden or the less-
privilleged, including those 
who are mostly imprisoned 
unjustly and abandoned to rot 
in prisons.

The vocal media guru 
disclosed that Mbaike Human 
Rights and Peace Committee 
would be established for the 
protection of  rights of  any 
Mbaitoli/Ikeduru indigene 
across board, harping that "as 
their representative, I will fight 
for our sons and daughters 
overseas. If  we get the news that 
any Mbaike son or daughter is 
languishing in prison overseas, 
I will fight for their freedom 

even before  the  federa l  
government starts fighting. 
Down here, we are going to 
have a local committee that 
would take care of  any abuse or 
violation of  the rights of  any 
Mbaike indigene within the 
s t a t e  a n d  t h e  Fe d e r a l  

hief  Victor Umeh has 

Cstated the reason why he 
d u m p e d  t h e  A l l 

Progressive Grand Alliance for 
the Labour Party (LP).

Chief  Umeh, who joined the 
Labour Party on Tuesday, also 
picked the Senatorial ticket of  the 
Party, where he emerged as an 
unopposed candidate of  the 
party for Anambra Central 
senatorial zone, ahead of  the 
2023 general election.

Speaking after being the 
declared the flagbearer and 
returned as the winner of  the 
p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e 
Returning Officer, Hon Pat Nky 

Obi; Senator Umeh appreciated 
the Labour Party for giving him 
the opportunity; while also 
appreciating the delegates for 
their massive support.

Chief  Umeh, who is also a 
former Senator representing the 
Anambra Central Senatorial 
zone said: “At this point of  our 
nation's  history,  i t  is  very 
important that I go to the Senate 
and represent our people. I have 
been there before and our people 
saw what I was able to do.”

He further revealed how and 
why he joined the Labour Party, 
and assured to team up with the 
presidential candidate of  the 
Party, Mr. Peter Obi, to ensure 
that the part wins massively come 
2023.

He said: “Labour Party will 
afford me the opportunity to 

reunite with my brother Peter Obi 
again. He called me last Saturday 
to commiserate with me on my 
loss of  the APGA ticket, and 
asked me to join Labour Party 
and let's team up and work 
together.

“I immediately resigned 
from my party on 30th and 
registered in Labour Party on 
31st of  May. I will put all my 
weight and ensure we win. I'm 
coming from a progressive party, 
and I have entered another 
progressive party.

“It has been my dream to 
have an Igbo man as president 
and Labour Party joined in that 
thought and elected an Igbo man 
as its candidate. I will follow him, 
campaign for him and make sure 
that all the candidate of  the 
labour party wins.

“Obi and I have 
partnered before and 
we were able to do 
exploits in politics, and 
we will do even more 
exploits this time. This 
is a divine effort and we 
wi l l  win.  We have 
consulted widely and 
many s takeholders 
have asked me to join 
hands with Peter Obi to 
contest this election.

“We have decided 
to put our differences 
apart and work not just 
f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  
Anambra but Igboland 
and Nigeria. He (Obi) is 
the man who can truly 
turn Nigeria from a 
consumption economy to a 
production economy. My brother 

Peter can also save for this 
country because I know what he 
can do.”

Constituency. No Mbaike son 
or daughter should be unjustly 
abused".

He stressed that they are 
"going to look into the 
economic growth of  Ikeduru 
and Mbaitoli who have the 
highest rate of  unemployed 

youths. I'm not going to be a sit 
down legislator, but a vibrant, 
viable and fearless legislator. I 
will partner with government 
agencies and other relevant 
entrepreneurs for a viable 
economic activities in Mbaike. 
Also, we are planning on 

par tner ing  wi th  fore ign  
companies to have machines 
that can be stored in Mbaike for 
palm oil processing, cassava 
peeling and grinding to enable 
M b a i k e  b e c o m e  g a r r i  
producing area, including 
installation of  machine for 
moulding and cocking bottles 
for  water,  among other  
manufacturing activities which 
in turn would definitely reduce 
the rate of  unemployment at 
Mbaike".

Nonsonkwa maintained 
that "as a good legislator, I shall 
not wait to become a governor 
to do good for my people. If  one 
can protect lives of  his citizens 
and employ them, I think crime 
will reduce in Imo State 
drastically".

He cleared the doubts by 
some persons that if  he won the 
election that he would lose his 
integrity and become like 
others, affirming that he is a 
serious minded person who 
cannot afford to fail or betray 
his people because he loves 
them and cherishes them so 
much.

"I am not a comedian, but a 
serious minded activist. If  I 
were to be a comedian, I would 
have succumbed to the money 
luring by some persons to make 
me stop exposing and kicking 
against the evil perpetuated by 
some leaders against the 
citizens. So, I'm a very different 
person who will not fail or 
betray his people".

He appealed to Ikeduru and 
Mbaitoli people to consider 
him fit and qualified for the 
MbaIke Reps Seat and give him 
their mandate in the 2023 
general election for faire, solid 
and better representation.
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Ace broadcaster, Nonsonkwa wins Ikeduru/Mbaitoli
Reps Seat, vows to defend Igbo cause
By Ikenna Orioha

Why I resigned from APGA and joined Labour Party
– Umeh
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Nonso Nkwa

Umeh



here was pandemonium on TSunday at St Francis 
Catholic Church, Owa-

luwa Street, in Owo town, 
headquarters of  Owo Local 
Government Area of  Ondo State as 
some terrorists attacked the church 
during a Mass service. Owo is the 
hometown of  the Ondo State 
Governor, Rotimi Akeredolu. 

It was gathered that no fewer 
than 40 worshippers, mostly 
children and women were feared 
killed as a result of  the terror attack. 

It was also learnt that the 
church is less than 200 metres away 
from the palace of  the Olowo of  
Owo. 

A viral 37-second video 
circulating online shows bodies of  
some worshippers lying on the 
floor of  the church in the pool of  
their blood.

A resident of  the area who 
identified himself  as Olabamiji 
said the attack was carried out by 
some gunmen, who disguised to 
join the church to worship during 
the morning Mass but later opened 
fire at the worshippers. He added 
that the terrorists threw dynamites 
inside the church. 

“We saw them, they didn't 
cover their faces. Initially, we 
thought they were going into the 
church for the service not knowing 
that they were gunmen. Suddenly, 
we heard gunshots; they directed 
the guns at anyone on sight, 
particularly women and children. 

“During the period the attack 
lasted, we did not see any security 
operative to confront the attackers. 
We could not even count their 
number because everybody ran for 
safety. This is very unfortunate. 
The attackers fled immediately 
after they were done and they were 
not checked.” 

A health worker on duty at the 
Federal Medical Centre, Owo, 
where the casualties were taken to 
said over 50 people had been 
brought to the hospital, saying 
many were dead already while 
others were still alive. 

He said , “They are still 
bringing people to the hospital. 
Some have been confirmed dead 
while others are still breathing. But 
for now, I can't specify the number 
of  those died. 

A nurse at St. Louis Hospital, 
Owo, on condition of  anonymity 
confirmed that many casualties 
were brought to the hospital and he 
was able to count 12 that were dead 
on arrival.

 “A lot of  casualties have been 
brought here but I can count 12 

now that had passed away but we 
are still trying to save the lives of  
the remaining, he said.” 

A palace source who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity disclosed 
that the whole area was enveloped 
with tension and panic. 

Confirming the incident, the 
Police Public Relations Officer, 
Mrs Funmilayo Odunlami, said the 
command had yet to ascertain the 
cause of  the attack and the number 
of  casualties.

“The Commissioner of  Police 
is on his way to the scene to 
ascertain the cause of  the incident. 
We have been hearing so many 
things about it but I will get back to 
you, she promised.”   “The CP has 
deployed the anti-bomb squad at 
the scene and efforts are being 
i n t e n s i f i e d  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  
perpetrators.” 

We will hunt down assailants, 
make them pay - Akeredolu

O n d o  S t a t e  G ove r n o r,  
A r a k u n r i n  O l u w a r o t i m i  
Akeredolu, SAN, is deeply 
saddened by the unprovoked attack 
and killing of  innocent people of  
Owo, worshiping at the St Francis 
Catholic Church, Owa-luwa 
Street, on Sunday. The vile and 
satanic attack is a calculated assault 
on the peace-loving people of  Owo 
Kingdom who have enjoyed 
relative peace over the years. 
Describing it as “a black Sunday in 
Owo”, in a release signed by Mr. 
Richard Olatunde, the Chief  Press 
Secretary to the Governor of  Ondo 
State, the Governor expressed grief  
over the wanton killing of  
Christians on a Sunday morning. 
According to a Social Media 
handler, the gory incident occurred 
few weeks after the Governor 
restricted the menacing activities 
of  Fulani herdsmen in the state. He 
further explained that Fulani 
herdsmen who invaded St. Francis 
shot sporadically, Leaving many 
people, both young and old lifeless, 
while some who were fatally 
injured were taken to the hospital.

Terrorists operating with 
impunity, govt focused on 2023 
elections, CAN laments

The leadership of  the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria has 
condemned “the unprovoked 
attacks and killing of  several 
innocent worshippers” at the St 
Francis Catholic Church, Owa-
luwa Street, Owo. 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  a  
statement on Sunday also called on 
security agencies to apprehend the 

perpetrators of  the “dastardly 
criminality”. 

The statement titled, 'Owo 
carnage: No explanation for the 
carnage', was signed by Pastor 
Adebayo Oladeji, Media Assistant 
to the CAN President, Rev Dr 
Samson Ayokunle. 

The statement read, “This is 
sad ,  wrong,  condemnable,  
outrageous, unacceptable and 
satanic. There is no explanation for 
this unprovoked attack and assault 
on a place of  worship. This is raw 
persecution. These people are 
possessed, demonic and are not 
working for the good of  the 
country. May God descend heavily 
on them and fight them mindless 
agents of  Satan from their roots in 
Jesus' name.

“We are once again reiterating 
our quest for a total overhauling of  
the security architecture and are 
asking President Muhammadu 
Buhari to stop the recycling of  
those criminals and terrorists in the 
n a m e  o f  d e - r a d i c a l i s i n g  
programme. If  the programme is 
not counterproductive, how come 
the criminalities are always on the 
increase and nowhere is safe again. 

“This menace of  insecurity has 
gotten out of  hand and is 
embarrassingly sore. Criminals are 
operating with impunity all over 
the country and unfortunately, our 
government appears to be so busy 
with the 2023 general election that 
it has no time for the unending 
killings in the country. 

 “ W h a t  l e g a c y  i s  t h e  
government and those who are the 
m a na ge r s  o f  ou r  s ec u r i t y  
architecture leaving behind for the 
unborn generation? We are praying 
for the government and the security 
agencies to get it right before it will 
be too late. 

Ohanaeze condemns Ondo 
church attack, tasks Amotekun to 
buckle down

The apex Igbo Socio-cultural 
group, Ohanaeze Ndigbo, has 
condemned the unprovoked attack 
on St. Francis Catholic Church, 
Owa-luwa Street, Ondo State, 
describing it as evil. 

The group said the worrisome 
aspect of  the attack was that the 
relevant authorities appeared 
unconcerned. 

Ohanaeze's spokesman, Alex 
Ogbonnia, who spoke while 
reacting to the horrific attack on the 
church, advised the Amotekun 
Corps to buckle up and defend their 
people, noting that if  they wait for 
federal security their land would be 

overrun by Fulani terrorists. 
Ogbonnia said, “I know one 

woman from Ihiala Anambra State 
and her grandchild were shot and 
they are already dead. I just 
finished speaking with their relative 
and you called. It has become a 
daily occurrence in Nigeria, the 
Fulani menace, and it doesn't 
appear as if  the relevant authorities 
are in any way prepared to 
checkmate their atrocities.

“The other day we finished 
with the Prelate of  the Methodist 
C h u r c h .  H e  n a r r a t e d  h i s  
experiences. My neighbour here in 
Enugu was kidnapped and taken to 
the bush by same Fulani herdsmen 
and his experiences are very 
horrific. They have spread all over 
the South. 

“So it is very unfortunate that 
this kind of  thing is allowed to 
continue happening every day. 
Today we talk about Fulani 
herdsmen,  you ta lk  about  
kidnappers, unknown gunmen, 
you talk about bandits, so how can 
the country grow? 

“How can we have sustainable 
national development with all 
these kinds of  violence here and 
there? With the instability of  all 
kinds how can we grow?” he 
queried, adding that no right 
thinking person would not 
condemn the Fulani herdsmen 
menace in the country. 

“Ohanaeze condemns the 
mass killing of  worshippers in a 
Catholic Church in Ondo state. We 
regret that this has become a daily 
occurrence. It is also very 
unfortunate that the relevant 
authorities have not been able to 
overcome this kind of  atrocities.

 “Just as it happened in Ondo, 
every other day in the South-East 
we have been encountering similar 
problems. 

“Finally, we still ask the Chief  
Security Officer of  the nation, the 
president to buckle down, rise to 
the occasion and also to ask 
Amotekun to buckle down too; 
because if  you wait on Federal 
police and other federal security 
agencies, they cannot help us. 

“In the same way, we are 
ca l l ing  on  the  South-Eas t  
governors to buckle down, like 
what Ohanaeze has been telling 
them about the South-East Security 
Network (Ebube-Agu). There's 
need for us to increase security 
consciousness across the South-
East, and the entire South. We 
cannot wait until we are subdued; 
no, we cannot wait. 

“There is this saying that 

somebody surrounded by enemy is 
always vigilant – it is another way 
of  telling the South-East, South-
South that they have to improve on 
their security consciousness 
because security, as they say, is a 
collective responsibility. That 
responsibility is a product of  
consciousness.” 

E x p l a n a t i o n s ,  
condemnations, reassurances no 
longer comforting, says NMA

Meanwhile the Nigerian 
M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  
condemned the “wanton killing” 
of  worshippers at St. Francis 
Catholic Church, Owa-luwa 
Street, in Owo town, Owo Local 
Government Area of  Ondo State. 

In a press release signed, on 
Sunday, by the association's 
president, Dr. Uche Ojinmah, the 
N M A  s a i d  “ ex p l a n a t i o n s,  
condemnations and reassurances” 
from the government and security 
a g e n c i e s  “ a r e  n o  l o n g e r  
comforting.” 

The statement partly read, 
“The recurrent shedding of  
innocent blood in our dear country 
has been going on for far too long 
and it is the position of  the 
Nigerian Medical Association that 
explanations, condemnations and 
reassurances are no longer 
comforting. 

“The NMA hereby calls for 
quick  in ter vent ion  by  our  
Gover nments  and  secur i ty  
agencies to protect the lives and 
properties of  Nigerians in every 
part of  this nation.”

While commiserating with the 
government and people of  Ondo 
State over those who lost their lives 
and praying for the quick recovery 
of  those injured in the attack, the 
NMA appealed to the residents of  
Owo to visit hospitals where 
victims were being treated to 
donate blood to save lives. 

Nigeria'll not surrender to 
wicked people — Buhari

P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u  
Buhari on Sunday, condemned the 
heinous killing of  worshippers at 
the St Francis Catholic Church, 
Owa-luwa Street, Owo Kingdom, 
in Ondo State.  According to a 
statement signed by his Special 
Adviser on Media and Publicity, 
Femi Adesina, the president said, 
“No matter what, this country shall 
never give in to evil and wicked 
people, and darkness will never 
overcome light. Nigeria will 
eventually win.” The statement is 
titled 'President Buhari mourns the 
dead, condoles with Ondo State 
govt and people.'
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Ondo Slaughter
Horror! Another Ozubulu massacre in Ondo

Terrorists attack Catholic
Church
...Gunmen operating with impunity, govt focused on 2023 elections - CAN
...Condemnations, reassurances no longer comforting - NMA
...Relevant authorities appeared unconcerned - Ohanaeze 
...Nigeria'll not surrender to wicked people — Buhari



2023: Umahi will import
transformation in Ebonyi
into Nigeria – Ngwu

pecial Assistant to 

SG o v e r n o r  D a v e  
U m a h i  o n  

Infrastructural Development 
for Concession and Road 
Maintenance, Engr. Frank 
N g w u  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  
Governor Dave Umahi will 
i m p o r t  t h e  m a s s i v e  
development of  the state he 
has achieved under his 
administration into the 
country if  he becomes the 
President of  the country.

He said Umahi has used 
the lean resources in the state 
and developed Ebonyi to an 
enviable height and called on 
Nigerians to support his 
2023 presidential ambition 
to develop all parts of  the 
country the way he did in the 
state.

Ngwu stated this in 
Abakaliki after receiving an 
award of  Honour as Astute 
Engineer from members of  
the Correspondent Chapel 
of  the Nigeria Union of  
Journalists(NUJ), Ebonyi 
State Council.

He  exp la ined  tha t  
Umahi has reduced the cost 
of  projects implementation 
in the state from what it used 
to be and has introduced 
quality project policy in the 
state.

He said “you can see the 
transformation of  the state 
since the beginning of  this 
government,  there are 
projects that are scattered 
everywhere.  There is highest 
standard of  projects and the 
only place you can get in 
Nigeria is in Ebonyi State. 
The biggest project that is 
handled by government is in 
Ebonyi. People ask where 
does the governor gets these 
resources and the funds.

“The answer is simple, it 
is prudent management of  
resources because what kills 

the project of  government; 
the budget process of  
government, the budget 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
government from federal to 
so many other state is 
because of  overburden[up1]  
of  government expenditures 
in contract awarding and the 
governor having the fear of  
God, being also a Project 

Engineer, being 
also a Structural 
Engineer has also 
known what it 
means as cost of  
production and he 
brought it bare in 
Ebonyi State not 
minding that he 
was into politics.

“He therefore 
decided to reduce 

the cost of  implementation 
of  project from where it used 
to be to the barest minimum 
and that is the result that all 
of  us are witnessing in 
Ebonyi State. so, I want to 
use this opportunity to ask 
the members of  the press to 
tell Nigerians, to tell the 
world that we have Umahi 

and he has the magic wand 
and he has what it takes to 
transmit what he is doing in 
Ebonyi State in the entire 
Nigeria and the opportunity 
has availed itself.

“ N o w  U m a h i  i s  
contesting the President of  
Nigeria, it is an opportunity 
to import what he has done 
in Ebonyi State to the entire 
federation of  the country. 
Umahi has done extremely 
well in Ebonyi State and 
other states should also 
benefit what is meant by 
Good governance, what is 
m e a n t  b y  p r u d e n t  
management of  public 
resources, what is meant by 
doing the projects  of  
government as if  they are 

personal projects. That way, 
every section of  this country 
will develop and the entire 
nation will develop.

“I must say that I am 
grateful to this government 
for so many good reasons. I 
was appointed in 2016 as a 
Technical Assistant and 
from Technical Assistant, I 
became an SA to the 
G o v e r n o r  o n  R o a d  
Maintenance, from SA on 
Road Maintenance and now 
SA to the Governor on 
Infrastructural Development 
for Concession and also 
Road Maintenance.

“So, I will see myself  as a 
privileged child. Not only 
that, since I joined the 
government of  Umahi, I am 
proud that I have never  been 
suspended for once since 
that time till now. Even when 
there was dissolution of  
cabinet, I was not also 
dissolved, I was asked to 
continue with my job. So, 
you can see that I see myself  
as a privileged child, I see 
myself  as son, I see myself  as 
child under the growth of  
Umahi government.

“I am learning, I see 
myself  as a student of  
transformation agenda of  
t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o f  
infrastructural development 
of  this government, I have 
not been in construction but 
under this government, I 
learnt construction and I am 
doing well in construction.

“ I  j o i n e d  t h i s  
government as a politician as 
Technical Assistant on Inter-
Party Affairs but today, not 
only that I am a Project 
Coordinator I am  also  the  
Project Engineer of  the 
biggest International Airport 
in Nigeria and I am also the 
SA to the Governor on 
Infrastructural development. 
So, I am happy to host the 
press the 4th Estate of  the 
Realm”.
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News Analysis

How Soludo’s teachers’ recruitment exam 
frustrated over 31,000 candidates
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
ay 6th, being Sat-
urday was the 
approved date for 
over thirty one 

thousand candidates who ap-
plied for the Anambra Teachers 
recruitment by the Prof  Charles 
Soludo administration. 

Little did the candidates who 
was in the early morning of  the 
examination day, with smile on 
their faces believe that the whole 
scenario will turn a bad day.

News Echo who monitored the 
exercise reports that some of  
the applicants who participat-
ed in the recruitment examina-
tion in Anambra State have ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the 
inability to successfully log in 
and take the examination due to 
malfunctioning of  the website.

While most of  the candidates 
lamented over  poor network. 
For instance at about 1pm in 
the afternoon, MTN service 
network was poor that, some 
of  them could not even open 
google. While some resorted to 
other network like Airtel, later 
developed slow and unsteady 
network. 

Although some reports gath-
ered showed that some indi-
viduals were able to log in and 
within 30minutes, the website 
crashed.

One of  them who identified 
himself  as Kenechukwu Ibe, 
lamented that they were 30 min-
utes into the exam when the site 
went off, thereby causing dis-
ruption in the process.

Joy Chiwanne Okafor from 
ABBA town Njikoka Local 
Govt Area of  the state who 
called our Awka correpondent 
to report the challenges, said 
that she has tried as many times 
as possible without any positive 
answer as the website keeps on 
throwing her off  any times she 
tries to log in.

Ujunwa Okparaeke, Ifunan-
ya Okeke and Juliet Onu, who 
spoke at News Echo at one of  
the Cyber cafe shops along the 
term site road in Awka, with 
over eleven others clustered 
trying to seek assistance from 
the cyber attendant expressed 
dismay over the ugly situation. 
While they echoed, “we are 
hungry, since morning till now, 
no network “

Already, many have decried 
the level of  disappointment, 
money spent and time in trying 
to sit for the examination. Lay-

ing abuses and expressing sad-
ness. 

Rita, Chioma and Ifeanyi told 
our correspondemt that they 
have spent nearly  one thousand 
each to cyber attendants in a bid 
to ensure they have the exam 
taken but to no avail.  

Following the difficulties ex-
perienced in the course of  the 
exercise, some Cyber Cafes 
in Onitsha took advantage of  
the situation and swindled ap-
plicants who apparently were 
frustrated and desperate to 
partake in the teachers’ recruit-
ment exam, asking them to pay 
the sum of  N3,500 each with 
a guarantee of  stable network 
signals but all were to no avail 
as poor network signals still pre-
vented many applicants from 
taking part in the recruitment 
exam.

A source said, “Nobody 
wrote the exam in Onitsha. 
There were so many people 
who came for the exam at post 
office Onitsha and the post of-
fice premises could not accom-
modate them; so they were 
directed to Modebe secondary 
school where they were asked 
to pay N3,500 each and write 
down their names.

 “At Modebe secondary 
school, the computers could 
not log in. Even when people 
tried to use their phones to log 
in still it did not work. Those 
who collected money from the 
applicants continued to work 
on their computers still there 
was no response.

 “People began to question 
why the commissioner didn’t 
organise the exams in batches 
instead of  directing thousands 
of  Ndi-Anambra to visit one 
site at the same time. So nobody 
wrote the test and the commis-
sioner didn’t help matters at all. 
People left in frustration insult-
ing the commissioner and the 
governor.

Meanwhile, Commission-
er for Education, Prof  Ngozi 
Udeh in a her response denied 
the allegation that most candi-
dates could not take the exams, 
she however, said maybe the 
server was bad but informed 
that about 5, 600 candidates 
wrote the computer based test 
successfully.

The Commissioner equally 
told our correspondent that gov-
ernment didn’t create centres 
for the teachers’ recruitment 
test; that applicants were told 
to write the test from the com-
fort of  their homes using their 

...As cyber cafè owners 
smile to bank

phones and personal computers 
for the exercise. Again she said 
no applicant was asked to pay 
a dime to any person for the re-
cruitment test.

 “Maybe the server was bad, 
I don’t know but we have about 
5,600 and some fractions of  can-
didates who wrote and submit-
ted their answers. So because we 
have complaints, we will report 

back to the governor and get di-
rectives on what to do next.”

Adding “I have not slept for 
three days now because of  this 
exercise. Shortly after the exam, 
I received over 3,000 calls on 
this matter. I don’t know what 
they meant that the site crashed. 
Over 6,000 applicants submitted 
their papers successfully, and 
that is what I’m going to report 

to the governor and not what 
you are telling me that they 
complained about.”

News Echo recalls that the 
state, through a public an-
nouncement, had called for the 
application for recruitment of  
teachers into the state’s school 
system.

About 40,000 candidates had 
applied for the 5,000 teach-
ers the state had concluded to 
employ and out of  the 40,000 
the state had shortlisted about 
31,000 for the online exam 
which took place on Saturday, 
from where the required 5,000 
would be recruited “based on 
merit”.

The public announcement in 
that respect from the state’s Min-
istry of  Education read partly, 
“The Ministry received 40,000 
plus applications. The Ministry 
listed about 31,800 qualified ap-
plicants after reviews.

 “Against the proposed 5,000 
qualified applicants to be short-
listed for CBT exam, the state 
government directed that all 
the over 31,000 listed applicants 
should be given equal chance 
to participate in a preliminary 
online exam, before shortlisting 
the successful applicants for sec-

Gov. Soludo

About 40,000 candidates had 
applied for the 5,000 teachers the

 state had concluded to employ and 
out of the 40,000 the state had 
shortlisted about 31,000 for the 
online exam which took place 
on Saturday, from where the

 required 5,000 would be 
recruited “based on merit. The 
public announcement in that

 respect from the state’s ministry
 of Education read partly, “The 
Ministry received 40,000 plus

 applications. The ministry listed 
about 31,800 qualified applicants

 after reviews
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News Feature

No APGA candidate in any election 
in Abia State - Ukaegbu
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Chairman of  the 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), as 
affirmed by the High 

Court of  Abia State, in the 
Umuahia Judicial Division and 
the Court of  Appeal in Owerri 
Judicial Division, Prince Nnan-
na Ukaegbu, has warned that all 
those buying forms and winning 
primaries, as candidates on the 
party platform are wasting their 
time and money. 

Ukaegbu said that the Rev-
erend Augustine Ehiemere-led 
executive that is organising the 
primaries is illegal, as the courts 
have sacked the executive under 
Ehiemere’s leadership, three 
times and they have refused to 
obey court order.

Rather than obey court or-
ders,  Ukaegbu noted that they 
chose to do things contrary to 
court order, which he said will 
have serious consequences on 
the party when the time comes.  

He made the statement, 
while addressing journalists 
who asked him about the con-
sequences of  the Judgement of  
Court of  Appeal in Owerri Ju-
dicial Division, on Thursday, 
7th April 2022, on APPEAL 
NO. CA/OW/26/2019 which 
reaffirmed him, as the chair-
man of  APGA in Abia, which 
is in agreement with SUIT 
NO:HU/82/2018 judgement, 
given on Tuesday 25th Sep-
tember 2018 in the High Court 
of  Abia State, in the Umuahia 
Judicial Division and also a 
Judgement in Obingwa Judicial 
Division. 

In the copy of  the Judgement 
made available to News Echo, 
the presiding Justice of  the 
Court of  Appeal, Owerri Judi-
cial Division, Hon. Justice  Rita 
Nosakhare Pemu, after reading 
the Appeal against the decision 
of  High Court of  Abia State, 
Obingwa Judicial Division or-
dered that:

“The Appellant (APGA Abia 
State Chapter) is no longer de-
sirous of  prosecuting this ap-
peal. Moreso, since he had been 
served with processes in this 
matter by way of  hearing notice 
and this motion before court 
was filed on the 9th of  February 
2021.

“Accordingly, this Appeal 
shall be and same is hereby 
dismissed. Appeal No. CA/
OW/26/2019 is hereby deleted 
from the court’s record.”

Replying Journalists who 
came to inquire from him on 
the orders of  the court, Ukaeg-
bu said that since the sacked 
APGA executive led by Ehie-

mere lost at the Appeal Court, 
they still have one layer of  
Appeal which is the Supreme 
Court, which they need to make 
use of, instead of  going ahead 
with primaries. 

He said that a High Court 
made an order in 2018 that he,  
Prince Nnanna Ukaegbu is the 
state Chairman of  APGA in 
Abia State and that APGA can-
not do anything without his par-
ticipation. 

“They went back to the same 
court and got a stay which is 
part of  our problems in Nige-
ria. They got a stay against that 
order pending the Appeal. The 
supreme Court has said that a 
party that’s in disobedience of  
a court order cannot approach 
the court for any discretionary 
remedy. 

“If  you refused to one court 
order you can’t come back to 
the same court to ask for any-
thing. However, the court grant-
ed them stay, which means the 
Judgement is suspended to ena-
ble them go to appeal.”

He added that since the court 
of  Appeal Owerri Division has 
dismissed the Appeal, the judge-
ment of  the High Court which 
declared him as the chairman 
of  APGA in Abia State stands 
and what the sacked Executive 
has  gone ahead to do which in-
cludes conducting primaries  in 
APGA in his absence is null and 
void.

According to him, those pi-
loting the affairs of  APGA in 
Abia does not know the conse-
quences of  their actions. “Those 
piloting the affairs of  APGA in 
Abia State are mere motor park 
touts who are not interested in 
the safety of  their passengers. 
All they want is the little mon-
ey they get from each passenger 
that pays. 

“When we went to appeal, 
they discovered that they had no 
case. They started filling letters 

of  adjournment and filling one 
process after the other until the 
court itself  got angry and said 
they were no longer interested 
in the matter. 

“It took them three years to 
prosecute an Appeal over the 
management of  a political party 
that’s usually given an acceler-

ated hearing that ought not to 
have lasted for three months. 
The court out of  anger dis-
missed their Appeal and now 
that the appeal is determined 
their stay elapsed.”

Ukaegbu called on the sacked 
APGA leadership to exhaust the 
last layer of  the court which is 

the Supreme Court if  they feel 
shortchanged, rather than going 
about nominating candidates. 

“They’re going ahead to con-
duct primaries against the ex-
press provision of  the court, 
which they’ve challenged and 
lost. I’ve advised them, please 
we have enough time to go to 
the Supreme Court and settle 
this matter once and for all, but 
they’re more interested in what 
I don’t understand. They’re not 
interested in what will happen 
tomorrow. 

“APGA as of  today does not 
have a candidate at all. I’ve 
passed the stage of  noisemak-
ing. Consequences of  disobey-
ing court orders are very clear 
and the court we have today 
does not close its eyes to some 
of  those things. 

“You saw the case of  Amae-
chi when he became Governor, 
you saw why APC didn’t have 
candidate in Rivers State in the 
2019 election, you saw how 
Zamfara was nullified after win-
ning and swearing-in? The con-
sequences are much.”

Prince Nnanna Ukaegbu

They’re going ahead to conduct primaries against the 
express provision of the court, which they’ve challenged
 and lost. I’ve advised them, please we have enough time 

to go to the Supreme Court and settle this matter once and
 for all, but they’re more interested in what I don’t understand. 

They’re not interested in what will happen tomorrow. 
APGA as of today does not have a candidate at all. 
I’ve passed the stage of noisemaking. Consequences

 of disobeying court orders are very clear and the court
 we have today does not close its eyes to some of

 those things

“
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Foreign News

A
s Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy tells 
it, when Russia invaded 
100 days ago, no one ex-

pected his country to survive. World 
leaders advised him to flee.

 “But they didn’t know us,” he 
said in a late-night video address in 
April when the war hit its 50th day. 
“And they didn’t know how brave 
Ukrainians are, how much we value 
freedom.”

He could have been speaking 
about himself. No one knew how a 
44-year-old man who had catapult-
ed himself  from the world of  enter-
tainment into the presidency would 
respond to an invasion by Russia’s 
giant army.

His response has been forceful — 
and compellingly public. Zelenskyy 
has led his country in mounting an 
unexpectedly fierce resistance. Every 
night, he rallies Ukrainians to the 
fight with a video address on social 
media. There have been 100 so far 
– one for each day of  the war — in 
nightly reminders that he has not 
fled, that Ukraine has indeed sur-
vived.

His actor-trained voice can be 
soothing, a deep, confidential al-
most-whisper as he looks directly 
into the camera. Or forceful, rising 
in moral outrage as he condemns the 
most recent Russian atrocities and 
insists that those responsible will be 
punished.

As the days and weeks have ticked 
by, his unshaven face has grown a 
dark beard. He has lost his boyish 
looks. The puffiness from sleepless 
nights as Russian troops marched on 
the capital was replaced by new re-
solve when the invasion stalled.

From the start of  the war he has 
dressed in various shades of  army 
green, appearing most often in a sim-
ple T-shirt. The impression he leaves 
is clear: He’s fresh from the fight and 
about to get back to it.

A tireless and skilled communica-
tor, Zelenskyy has spoken by video 
link to the United Nations, British 
Parliament, U.S. Congress and about 
two dozen other parliaments around 
the world, as well as to the Cannes 
Film Festival and America’s Gram-
my Awards. Rarely if  ever has a man 
without a tie addressed so many 
VIPs. He also has given interviews 
to journalists. He held a news confer-
ence in the safety of  the Kyiv subway.

But his nightly video address has 
been his favored channel for inform-
ing and inspiring his fellow citizens.

He often begins with an exuberant 
greeting to Ukrainians as “the free 
people of  a brave country” or “the 
invincible people of  our great coun-
try.” He invariably ends with a defi-
ant “Glory to Ukraine.”

He tells them of  the world leaders 
he has spoken with during the day 
and his efforts to get those leaders 
to send more and better weapons, to 
inflict ever more punishing sanctions 
on Russia.

He speaks to his fellow Ukrainians’ 
anger and pain from the devastation 
of  the country, the untold deaths. 
“My heart breaks from what Russia 
is doing to our people,” he said on 
March 16 after Russian bombs killed 
hundreds sheltering in a theater in 
Mariupol.

He salutes their courage and says 
he never gets tired of  thanking all 
those fighting to determine the future 
of  Ukraine. That the country did not 

fall within days as Russia expected, 
he said on April 14, was because mil-
lions of  Ukrainians “made the most 
important decision of  their life – to 
fight.”

He also has tried to reach a Rus-
sian audience, as on April 1 when he 
switched from Ukrainian into Rus-

100 speeches in 100 days of  war:
Zelensky rallies Ukraine

PressIn this image from video provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Of�ce, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy speaks from Kyiv, Ukraine, June 3, 2022. The address came on the 100th day of the Russian invasion and 
war in Ukraine.

sian to urge Russians to keep their 
sons away from the war.

“We do not need new dead people 
here,” he said. “Take care of  your 
children so they do not become vil-
lains, do not send them to the army. 
Do whatever you can to keep them 
alive. At home.”

In his video address Friday on 
the war’s 100th day, Zelenskyy said 
many words and numbers are now 
associated with the war, but “there 
are three words for which we have 
been fighting for 100 days after eight 
years: ‘peace,’ ‘victory,’ ‘Ukraine.’ 
Glory to Ukraine!”

Nigeria-UK prison exchange fails to 
take off 8 yrs after MoU

E
ight years after the Pris-
oner Transfer Agreement 
between the United King-
dom and Nigeria was 

signed, no inmate has been trans-
ferred by either country to serve the 
balance of  their jail terms in their 
home countries.

Findings showed that the initi-

ative had yet to take off  due to the 
failure of  the Federal Government 
to meet certain requirements set out 
in the bilateral agreement.

The UK and Nigeria signed the 
agreement in 2014 to allow the 
transfer of  prisoners. It means cit-
izens of  one country, who commit 
crimes in the other, will serve sen-

tences in their homeland.
The UK government had said this 

would enable inmates to be properly 
prepared for release into the com-
munity in which they would live fol-
lowing their release.

The UK-Nigeria agreement was 
one of  the objectives outlined by 
then UK Prime Minister, David 
Cameron, and President Goodluck 
Jonathan following a meeting in 
2011.

As part of  the agreement, the 
British government funded the con-
struction of  a new wing at the Kirik-
iri Custodial Centre, Lagos, so that 
it could transfer Nigerian prisoners 
there.

The 112-bed wing, which cost 
£700,000 ($973,000) and is compli-
ant with the United Nations stand-
ards, will make it easier for Britain to 
comply with the transfer agreement.

The agreement also stipulates the 
building of  modern correctional fa-
cilities to decongest the ageing and 
dilapidated prisons across the coun-
try housing no fewer than 70,000 in-
mates, many of  whom are awaiting 

trial.
There have been increased jail-

breaks across the country due to 
congestion and terrible conditions in 
the custodial centres.

No fewer than 2,000 inmates, who 
escaped during jailbreaks in 2021, 
have yet to be re-arrested.

To address the situation, the Fed-
eral Government inaugurated new 
prisons in Abuja, Kano, Lagos, Port 
Harcourt and 3,000-capacity custo-
dial centres across the six geo-politi-
cal zones to tackle overcrowding.

Speaking on condition of  ano-
nymity, a senior official said, “There 
are some conditions that must be 
met before the prisoners’ transfer 
can take place and efforts are still 
ongoing to meet those conditions. 
I’m not aware of  any prisoner being 
transferred based on the agreement 
that was signed in 2014.

“The conditions include improve-
ment in the conditions of  our cus-
todial centres to meet international 
standards and framework for early 
releases. They (UK) are looking at 
the rehabilitation and reformation 
programmes as well as the consent 
of  those that are to be transferred, 
which must be sought and obtained.

“In the past couple of  years, there 
have been increased efforts to up-
grade our facilities and new ones 
are coming up; there is a massive 

improvement in the existing ones 
to improve their standards, not nec-
essarily because of  the standards 
requested by the UK government; 
it is a deliberate effort by the gov-
ernment to improve the standard of  
living of  our inmates. It is part of  
the requirements that are contained 
in the agreement that was signed.”

The British High Commission 
spokesman, Dean Hurlock, prom-
ised to provide an update on the 
prison exchange programme during 
the week. Also, the Nigerian Cor-
rectional Service Public Relations 
Officer, Umar Abubakar, said he 
would give a progress report.

But commenting on the delayed 
implementation of  the agreement, 
a lawyer and the Project Direc-
tor, Access to Justice, Deji Ajare, 
said, “I have read that this bilateral 
agreement has now been backed by 
local legislation. However, since it 
appears that the bane of  the imple-
mentation of  the programme is the 
condition of  the Nigerian prisons, it 
is just a reminder of  the stark reality 
we are faced with.

“Our prisons, contrary to the stat-
ed intention, are certainly not reha-
bilitative. I don’t see the programme 
taking off  soon; it will therefore be 
counter-productive, seeing that the 
basis of  the UK government enter-
ing into the agreement will mainly 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson greets Nigerian President Muhammadu 
Buhari as he arrives for the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glas-
gow, Scotland, Britain last year.



We’ll no longer keep sensitive
election materials with CBN, 
says INEC

News

PDP holds rerun primaries as Onyegbule, 
Nwadikwa, Okoro win Reps, Assembly seats
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he People’s Demo-
cratic Party, PDP, 
Imo State, has held 

its rerun primaries for Orlu, 
Orsu, Oru East Federal 
Constituency, Orsu and Ahi-
azu Mbaise State Constitu-
encies with Chief  Kingsley 
Onyegbele, Ifeanyi Destiny 
Nwadikwa and Hon. Engr. 
Rex Okoro emerging as can-
didates.

The rerun primary elec-
tion was held on Sunday at 
the party’s Secretariat Ower-
ri. Accredited delegates filled 
orderly as they voted. INEC, 

Electoral Committee Pan-
el, security agents including 
journalists observed the pro-
cess which was peaceful and 
successful with no challenge 
or hiccup recorded.

Returning the winners, 
the rerun Electoral Com-
mittee Chairman, Hon. 
Engr. Mukhta Mohammed 
Ahmed, noted that the ex-
ercise was peaceful, trans-
parent and successful as 
contestants and delegates 
conducted themselves or-
derly and democratically. 
“There was no murmuring 
or challenge. The rerun was 
credible”.
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Speaking, the candidate of  
the party for Orlu, Orsu, Oru 
East Federal Constituency, 
Chief  Kingsley Onyegbule, 
promised his people of  qual-
ity representation, saying he 
would help tackle insecuri-
ty at the area for peace and 
improved social living, re-
marking that his love for his 
people will increase having 
seeing him worthy for the 
position by voting for him in 
the primaries.

Just as the PDP for Orsu 
State Constituency Flag 
Bearer, Ifeanyi Destiny 
Nwadikwa, said that he will 
not disappoint his people if  

he is given the mandate to 
represent them in the Imo 
State House of  Assembly in 
2023, thanking God for the 
victory.

Also, the candidate of  the 
PDP for Ahiazu Mbaise 
State Constituency, Hon. 
Engr. Rex Okoro, who 
polled 15 votes to defeat his 
opponent, promised his peo-
ple of  fair representation if  
voted in, expressing happi-
ness about the peaceful and 
successful primary election, 
urging those who contested 
with him to join hands with 
him to enable him win the 
election for enhanced bet- M

ahmood Yakubu, 
chairman of  the 
Independent Na-

tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), says sensitive 
election materials will no 
longer be “routed” through 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN).

The INEC chairman said 
the electoral body has never 
had an issue with the CBN 

since the partnership started, 
but due to “current circum-
stances”, an alternative will 
be found.

He said the new measures 
would be adopted as early 
as the June 16 governorship 
election in Ekiti state.

Yakubu spoke on Saturday 
at an election dialogue, ‘The 
Electorate’, organised by 
Enough is Enough (EiE).

Ebonyi APC crises:  Gov Umahi’s ally dumps party
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
n ally of  Governor 
David Umahi of  
Ebonyi State, Hon. 

Vincent Dike, has dumped 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress. 

Dike, who is the Nation-
al Coordinator of  Umahi’s 
Fans International, said he 
left the party due to ill-treat-
ment meted on him.

A source, who spoke to our 
Correspondent, on condition 
of  anonymity, said the former 
coordinator of  Edda North 
Development Centre in the 
Afikpo South Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state, 
was allegedly asked to drop 
his ambition to contest for 
the Afikpo South/East State 
Constituency in the 2023 gen-
eral elections. 

This had pitched him 
against the party, the source, 
added. The source further 
said Dike has joined the La-
bour Party, and will pursue 
his aspiration, in the party. 

In his resignation letter 
dated May 23, 2022, and 
addressed to his Ward Chair-
man, Oso ward, Dike said, “I 

am, with utmost respect and 
appreciation, do hereby wish 
to inform you that after due 
consultation with my ward 
members, family members 
and friends, I have decided 
to resign my membership of  

ter living of  the people of  
Ahiazu Mbaise who he de-
scribed as godly and fantas-
tic, hailing the youth of  the 
area for standing by him.

However, the winners of  
the rerun primaries thanked 
the party for holding demo-

cratic primary election, even 
as they appreciated their sup-
porters for being with them, 
vowing never to fail their 
people, but to follow demo-
cratic process and the ethos 
of  the PDP in affecting their 
lives meaningfully.

HRH, Eze N. Nwahiri (Eleke 1) of  Elekenaowasi Obohia Ahiazu Mbaise LGA.(2nd Right) Mr Reginald Nwoko , chairman 
Ezuruezu Umuduruji (ancient town) Elekenaowasi Obohis (1st Right), Chief  (Nze) Raymond Ibe (1st left),  and Chaplain 
Emeremgini Chukwuma Pal, (retired IBC Owerri staff) in an occasion recently.

APC, with effect from 23rd 
May, 2022, due to ill-treat-
ment meted on me by the 
State Chairman. 

“I sincerely wish to appre-
ciate the Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Engr (Chief) David 

Umahi, the incoming Presi-
dent of  Federal Republic of  
Nigeria , for his developmen-
tal strides in the entire state. 
I will always support your 
Excellency’s political aspira-
tions.”

Insecurity: Gov Ikpeazu directs herders 
to vacate bush 

F
ollowing the scenes 
of  incessant Kidnap-
pings and killings in 

Umunneochi LGA of  Abia 
State, the Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr Okezie Ikpeazu 
has directed Commissioner 
of  Police, Abia State along-
side with Umunneochi 
Youths, to provide immedi-
ate Security along the Ihube 
to Isuochi Road stretching 
from Ngodo through Lo-
mara Junctin all the Way to 
Ihube. 

Upon the implementation 
of  the above directive, the 
Governor directs the Chair-
man of  Umunneochi LGA, 
Chief  Ifeanyi Madu to open 
the road leading from Ihube 
through Lomara Junction to  
Ngodo Isuochi immediately.

In a press statement signed 
by Abia state Commissioner 
for Information and Strategy, 
Eze Chikamnayo, Commis-
sioner of  Police, Abia State 
has been mandated to draw 
up logistic requirements for 
mounting six additional 
check points at strategic lo-
cations across Umunneochi 
LGA. 

Arising from the extensive 
interactive sessions which the  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
has been having with Umun-
neochi Leaders, Stakeholders 
and Security Agencies, he 
also directed that all settlers, 
herders and individuals resid-
ing inside the forests around 
Umunneochi LGA to vacate 
such locations with immedi-
ate effect. 

According to the state-
ment, government can no 
longer guarantee the safety 
of  any person or group found 
to be residing in the forests 
around Umunneochi LGA. 

It added that all Cows and 
herders around Umunneochi 
LGA are hereby restricted 
strictly to the Cattle Market 
located at Umuchieze until 
a final decision is reached 
concerning the menace in 
the Cattle Market, while the 
Leadership of  the Youths 
of  Umunneochi LGA, Vig-
ilante Groups, Hunters and 
the Hausa Community will 
continue to meet with the 
Governor until an amicable 
solution is found to the inces-
sant cases of  Insecurity in the 
area.

APC Govs, Northern leaders expose 
PDP’s perfidy by supporting 
Southern President -VON DG
From Chuma Austin, Enugu

D
irector General of  
the Voice of  Nigeria 
(VON) Osita Oke-

chukwu has said that the sup-
port for a  Nigerian president 
of  Southern extraction by the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) Governors and North-
ern leaders has exposed perfi-
dy of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP).

In a statement issued on 
Sunday, Okechukwu said, 
“Northern States APC Gov-
ernors and Political Leaders 
hoisted the National Unity 
Flag, evoked the Progressiv-
ism of  APC and exposed the 
PDP”s Perfidy”

Reacting to the position of  
APC governors and political 
leaders from the northern 
states of  Nigeria to the effect 
that APC presidential candi-
date should come from the 
southern belt, Okechukwu 
commended them for being 
on the side of  equity, justice 
and fairness. 

Okechukwu who is a foun-
dation member of  APC, 
highly commended APC 
Governors and Political lead-
ers of  Northern belt for their 
profound patriotic statement 
of  obeying the zoning con-
vention; hence killing three 
birds with one stone.

He opined that one, they 
hoisted the National Unity 
Flag by their position that it is 
the turn of  the south to pro-
duce president in 2023. For 
Okechukwu this is the height 
of  flying the National Unity 
Flag at a critical time when 
our dear country is highly 
polarised and in cliff-hanger. 

This is national healing balm 
and bridge building by APC 
Governors and Political lead-
ers of  the Northern belt and 
by extension Mr President.

Going further Okechukwu 
said that secondly the APC 
Governors and Political lead-
ers of  Northern belt evoked 
the Progressive philosophy 
of  our great party, the APC, 
by placing national interest 
above personal interest. 

His words:
 “After careful deliberation, 

we wish to state our firm con-
viction that after eight years in 
office of  President Muham-
madu Buhari, the presidential 
candidate of  the APC for the 
2023 elections should be one 
of  our teeming members from 
the southern states of  Nigeria. 
It is a question of  honour for 
the APC, an obligation that 
is not in anyway affected by 
the decisions taken by anoth-
er political party. We affirm 
that upholding this principle 
is in the interest of  building 
a stronger, more united and 
more progressive country. 
We therefore wish to strong-
ly recommend to President 
Muhammadu Buhari that the 
search for a successor as the 
APC’s presidential candidate 
be limited to our compatriots 
from the southern states. 

“We appeal to all aspir-
ants from the northern states 
to withdraw in the national 
interest and allow only the 
aspirants from the south to 
proceed to the primaries.”

“Thirdly, they exposed 
the perfidy of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party and the 
opportunistic and pyrrhic vic-
tory of  His Excellency Atiku 
Abubakar.
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Tragedy as Aisha, Ex-NUJ
President’s wife dies

News

Nzeribe’s in-law embarks on recovery of
campaign vehicle  from ex-Commissioner

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer Commission-
er for culture and 
tourism in Abia, Mrs 

Loveth  Adimoha has al -
leged that her house in Ag-
bama housing estate, Umua-
hia was last week, invaded 
by  some youths.

She said the youths came 
with a sheet of  written note, 
to allegedly collect a Sienna 

bus donated to her by Chief  
Chima Anyaso, a former 
governorship aspirant in 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP).

Anyaso, is the son-in-law 
to late Oguta-born political 
icon, Chief  Arthur Nzeribe 
and was one of   the aspirants 
that withdrew from PDP 
guber primaries over alleged 
imposition of  Prof  Uche 
Ikonne by Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu.
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Mrs Adimoha who spoke 
to some Journalists at 
Umuahia township stadium 
about the development,  said 
they were sent to recover 
the campaign bus given to 
her by Chief  Anyaso, on 
the grounds that she worked 
against Anyaso’s guber inter-
ests, which she denied.

Adimoha however, prom-
ised to return the donated 
car on the condition that it 
be collected personally by 

Anyaso, not through proxies.
Chief  Anyaso could not 

be reached to respond to the 
matter.

Elsewhere at Ebem Oha-
fia, hell was let loose during 
the Abia North senatorial 
district primary elections of  
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP).

As  voting  was going, one 
of  the Senatorial aspirants 
suspected that some dele-
gates were allegedly voting 

Read 
&

Advertise 
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he members of  Nige-
rian Union of  Jour-
nalists (NUJ) in Abia 

State have been thrown into 
mourning following the 
death of  Aisha, the wife of  
former President of  NUJ, 
Comrade Bonnie Iwuoha.

Aisha died early this 
week, of  undisclosed illness 
, about six months after los-
ing her husband, Bonnie 
Iwuoha to death.

The sad development was 
confirmed by Comrade Vic-
tor Ndukwe, the Chairman 
of  NUJ, Abia State chapter 
in Umuahia.

Ndukwe described the in-
cident as painful.

Also, the NUJ Press 
Centre, Umuahia was also 
thrown into sorrow, after the 
sad news broke.

The most shocking aspect 
of  Aisha’s death is  that the 
body of   her late husband, 
Mr Bonnie Iwuoha, is still 
in mortuary and arrange-
ments are  still going on by 
his family for his burial.

Late Bonnie was the first 

Igbo man to become the 
President of  Nigeria Union 
of  Journalists, and was also 
a former Special Adviser on 
Media as well as a former 
Commissioner for informa-
tion in Abia State.

It would  be recalled that 
while receiving the incum-
bent President of  NUJ, 
Comrades Chris Isiguzo and 
other NUJ condolences del-
egation into their  Umuahia 
residence in December, 2021 
after her husband’s  death, 
Aisha had said , “ I am dev-
astated by my husband’s 
death.”

She requested from  Nige-
rians,” If  my dear husband 
can get a befitting burial, I 
will be consoled. Please. “ 
Aisha had said, in tears.

PDP candidates kick against rescheduled  
primaries in Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Candidates of  
People’s Democratic 
Party, PDP elected 

on  28th and 29th of  May, 
2022, in Ebonyi State have  
warned against organising 
another  primaries in the 
state.

The group who made 
their position known at  a 
Press conference in Abaka-
liki noted that a fresh pri-
maries in the state, was an 
invitation of  Crisis for the 
Party in the state.

The candidates contend-
ed that having participated 
in the previous exercise 
which was not marred by 
any irregularities, it would 
be “very illogical and un-
reasonable to repeat the 
exercise.”

The leader of  the group 
and a senatorial candidate 
for Ebonyi central sena-
torial zone, Hon. Lazarus 
Ogbe, who spoke on be-

healf  of  the candidates not-
ed that the delegates that 
nominated the House of  
Assembly, House of  Rep-
resentatives, Senate and 
governor were legitimate-
ly elected across the 171 
wards of  the state. And that 
the primaries were con-
ducted in the presence of  
INEC and security agents.

Ogbe said, “candidates 
were nominated on 28th 
and 29th to fly the flag of  
the party, ranging from 
House of  Assembly, House 
of  Representatives and 
governor. I want to recall 
that the NWC of  the party 
scheduled the primary in 
Ebonyi on 28th and 29th 
of  May. It is on record that 
because of  the little crisis 
in the party, there was no 
primary election in Ebonyi 
State when other states 
nominated their represent-
atives.

 “Three man delegates 
were elected in the 171 
wards of  the state. The del-
egates are in turn expected 

for his opponent even after 
collecting  about $1050 from 
him.

This made him to mobilize 
his ‘supporters’ to recover 
the dollars from the dele-
gates and all hell broke loose, 
leading to a melee.

In the ensuing fracas, 
some persons  suffered  bro-
ken heads, injured knees and 
other bodily injury.

Some thugs capitalised on 
the confusion to rob some 
delegates of  their dollars 
while other thugs allowed 
their victims  to part with 
50% of  the shared  dollars.

Yet, other delegates re-
ceived the beating of  their 
lives for their “dual loyalty” 
and were made to surrender 
the “mobilisation fees “ in 
part or full.

“  I have been robbed of  
my dollars”, a woman del-
egate from Isukwuato was 
seen shouting, as she dis-
played her torn hand bag.

Another youth from Aro-
chukwu simply called  Mba   
was also seen  crying  that “ 
My labour is in now in vain. 
I planned to change this dol-
lars in Umuahia tomorrow 
to solve my problems but 
these boys slapped me and 
collected it. I did not betray 
anyone. I voted for the man 
who game me dollars”, he 
sobbed.

Meanwhile, Senator Mao 
Ohuabunwa was later de-

clared the winner of  the 
Senate primary, scoring 
135votes against Hon Ukoh 
Nkole, an incumbent mem-
ber of  federal House of  Rep-
resentatives for Arochukwu/ 
Ohafia federal constituency 
who scored 29 votes.

Hon Mba Ajah got 10 
votes while Dr Igwe Orji 
received zero votes even as 
Hon Uko Nkole has already 
rejected his loss, citing irreg-
ularities.

In the rescheduled Abia 
Central APC senatorial pri-
maries, Hon Sam Onuig-
bo representing Ikwuano/
Umuahia federal constitu-
ency defeated Chief  Henry 
Ikoh with 157 to 152 votes.

The contest which was 
held at Chidiebere park 
Umuahia was postponed 
on the first day after allega-
tions of  delegates’ imposi-
tion were raised by some ag-
grieved party members from 
Ikwuano.

The result as announced 
by the returning officer, Izu-
chukwu Okeke showed that 
there were 309 valid votes 
out of  the 319 votes.

In his acceptance message, 
Hon Sam Onuigbo appreci-
ated Abia Central constitu-
ents for mandating him to 
represent them in  Senate red 
chambers and promised to 
attract life changing projects, 
if  elected.

PDP candidates kick against rescheduled  primaries in Ebonyi.

to vote for the candidate of  
their choice and this they 
did from the 28th and 29th 
of  May.

 “The state chairman 
conducted the primary that 
was monitored by INEC, 
security agencies, the DSS, 
and journalists monitored 
the primary that was done 
in the open.The election 
was certified as the most 
transparent in the history 
of  the party in the state.

 “Today, we started hear-
ing rumours that the same 
NWC has reversed them-
selves and directed that 
the same primary election 
be conducted on the same 
position. There was no rea-
son or breach of  the party 
guidelines that another set 
of  primary be conducted in 
the state.

 “It is on this note that 
we want to appeal to the 
party to allow peace reign 
in the state. I have never 
seen where two persons are 
contesting for the same po-
sition in the same party. We 

do not want to experience 
what transpired in Zamfara 
and Rivers states on the 
side of  APC.

 “We want the NWC 
to intervene in the matter 
and allow those they have 
nominated in their votes to 
stand in Ebonyi State PDP. 
All the delegates were 
picked from the 171 wards 
of  the state. INEC has the 
list of  delegates nominated 
in the 171 ward. We appeal 
that if  there is any inter-
est playing out, the appeal 
should be played down in 
the interest of  the party.

 “The guber primary was 
conducted in the open. The 
house of  assembly primary 
was also conducted in the 
open and all other prima-
ries were conducted in the 
open. From that day the 
primary election was con-
ducted, we have not heard 
of  any infractions. We so 
much appeal to them to al-
low peace in Ebonyi State 
and prepare for the general 
election”, he stated.

...Thugs snatch dollars from Abia North PDP delegates

... Late husband’s body still in mortuary
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Foreign News

W
est African heads 
of  state put off  
further punish-
ing the leaders of  

Mali, Guinea and Burkina Faso 
at a regional summit Saturday, 
as coup leaders in all three coun-
tries continue to insist that it will 
take years before new elections 
can be held.

The 15-nation regional bloc, 
known as the Economic Com-
munity of  West African States 
(ECOWAS) will convene again 
on July 3 before determining if  
further sanctions will be imple-
mented in the three suspended 
members states, President of  
ECOWAS Commission Jean 
Claude Kassi Brou said.

Saturday’s meeting marked 
the regional bloc’s latest attempt 
to pressure military leaders in 
the three African countries to 
restore constitutional order and 
bring about democratic elec-
tions.

Coup leaders in each of  the 
three countries have proposed 
time frames for a political transi-
tion that are substantially longer 
than what the regional bloc has 
demanded.

Brou called the internation-
al community to increase the 
support especially in Mali and 
Burkina, where the humanitar-
ian situation has worsened due 
in part the security situation, 
among other factors.

“We have the impact of  the 
very poor rainy season, the im-
pact of  the Ukraine-Russian 
war, we have of  course the issue 
of  the many internal displaced 
persons, the number has really 
increased,” he said.

ECOWAS already imposed 

African leaders agreed to put off further post-coup sanctions at a meeting Saturday in Accra, Ghana.

strong economic sanctions 
against Mali back in January 
shutting down most commerce, 
along with land and air borders 
with other countries in the bloc.

However, those measures have 
yet to bring about a change in 
power. In the months since, Col. 
Assimi Goita has only further 
isolated the country internation-
ally, pulling out of  a regional 
security force and also shut-
ting down major French media 
broadcasters.

Goita’s government insisted 
in April that no vote can be held 
until 2024, which would extend 
their time to power to nearly four 
years despite originally agreeing 
to an 18-month transition back 
to democracy.

The wave of  military coups 

began in August 2020, when 
Goita and others overthrew Ma-
li’s democratically elected presi-
dent.

Nine months later, he carried 
out a second coup when he dis-
missed the country’s civilian 
transitional leader and became 
president himself.

Mutinous soldiers deposed 
Guinea’s president in September 
2021, and Burkina Faso’s leader 
was ousted in yet another coup 
in the region back in January.

The political upheaval came 
at a time when many observers 
were starting to think that mil-
itary power grabs were a thing 
of  the past in West Africa: Mali 
had gone eight years without 
one, while Guinea had made it 
13 years. 

ECOWAS votes to hold further talks 
with Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso juntas

Tunisian judges to strike for
a week in protest over purge

T
unisia’s judges will sus-
pend work in courts for 
a week and hold a sit-
in to protest against a 

purge of  their ranks, amid grow-
ing tensions over the president’s 
attempts to consolidate one-man 
rule.

President Kais Saied this week 
dismissed 57 judges, accusing 
them of  corruption and protect-
ing terrorists in a crackdown on 
the judiciary - his latest step to 
tighten his grip on power in the 
North African country.

Judge Hammadi Rahmani said 
a meeting of  judges on Saturday 
voted unanimously to suspend 
work in all courts, and to start the 
sit-in.

The strike will start on Mon-
day in all judicial institutions and 

could be extended, Anas Hamai-
di, president of  the Association 
of  Judges, said.

Last summer, Saied seized ex-
ecutive power in a move his foes 
called a coup, before setting aside 
the 2014 constitution to rule by 
decree and dismissing the elected 
parliament.

Among the judges fired this 
week was Youssef  Bouzaker, the 
former head of  the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council whose members 
Saied replaced this year.

The council had acted as the 
main guarantor of  judicial inde-
pendence since Tunisia’s 2011 
revolution that introduced de-
mocracy.

In a session attended by hun-
dreds of  judges, some of  the 
dismissed judges said the purge 

came after they rejected inter-
ventions from the justice minister 
and in some cases from people 
surrounding the president.

“This injustice will not pass in 
silence .... These free voices will 
never be silenced,” Hamaidi said. 
“The attack was not only against 
judges, but on the law and free-
doms.”

Rahed Ghannouhci, the speak-
er of  dissolved parliament called 
in statement for “national forces, 
parties, civil society, to stand by 
the judges in resisting the brutal 
dictatorship to preserve an inde-
pendent judiciary”.

Saied’s purge of  the judiciary 
sparked international outrage. 
Washington accused him of  un-
dermining Tunisia’s democratic 
institutions.

UK accused of 
attempting to deport
children to Rwanda
The Home Office has been ac-

cused of  attempting to deport 
unaccompanied 16-year-olds to 
Rwanda in the first wave of  asylum 
seekers to be sent to east Africa lat-
er this month.

Charities have identified what 
they describe as a “worrying pat-
tern” of  children being classed as 
adults by Home Office age assess-
ments, raising fears they could be 
among those deported 4,500 miles 
to Rwanda.

One individual who said they 
were under 18 was placed in deten-
tion awaiting potential deportation 
to Rwanda and only released at the 
end of  May, following intervention 
from lawyers.

Another two out of  the 70 asy-
lum seekers identified by one char-
ity as having received warnings of  
imminent removal and currently 
held in immigration detention cen-
tres say they are 16, but their age is 
contested by the Home Office.

“We’ve got two age disputes but 
the Home Office has still issued no-
tices of  removal, ” said Clare Mose-
ley, founder of  Care4Calais, which 
is supporting the 70 and said legal 
challenges have been launched to 
help safeguard the “contested” 
children.

The anti-trafficking charity 
Love146 UK said several councils 
had flagged concerns about Home 
Office age assessments, stating 
that some children under 18 who 
had recently arrived by small boat 
across the Channel were receiving 
a “standard” age of  23, meaning 
they became potentially eligible for 
deportation to Rwanda.

Daniel Sohege, campaigns man-

ager for Love146 UK, said: “We 
are seeing children as young as 
14 being incorrectly age-assessed 
as 23. The number of  children we 
have seen who have just had 1999 
put down as their date of  birth 
when they are clearly under 18 is 
highly concerning, and putting 
young people at risk.”

Lauren Starkey, a social worker 
for the charity, added: “It is not 
within the realm of  possibility 
that anyone, especially someone 
trained in child protection, could 
look at the children we have seen 
and believe they are in their 20s.”

However, the Home Office says 
that “nobody will be removed if  
it is unsafe or inappropriate for 
them”, and denies that unaccom-
panied children would be relocated 
to Africa.

Last week, the home secretary 
Priti Patel announced that the 
first deportation flight to Rwanda 
would leave on 14 June, although 
lawyers believe it is unlikely to hap-
pen because of  legal challenges 
against the controversial move.

Some believe the 14 June date 
was chosen simply because it 
comes less than a week before Bo-
ris Johnson is due to arrive in the 
Rwandan capital, Kigali, for the 
Commonwealth heads of  govern-
ment meeting, where he hopes to 
highlight the success of  his Rwan-
da deportation plan.

Enver Solomon, chief  executive 
of  the Refugee Council, said: “The 
process that the government is 
adopting shows total disregard for 
the welfare and wellbeing of  very 
vulnerable people, effectively treat-
ing them with contempt.”



 twenty one year 

Aold Mr Chinedu 
Eziuzo, who hails 

f r o m  A d a z i - E n u  i n  
Anaocha local government 
area of  Anambra state have 
been apprehended by the 
National  Agency for 
Prohibition of  Trafficking 
in Persons with the help of  
Ministry of  Women and 
S o c i a l  We l f a r e  a n d  
Violence Against Persons, 
P r o h i b i t i o n  
Implementation.

News Echo reports that 
the suspect had earlier been 
engaged in an alleged rape 

he Nigeria Police TForce has approved 
the punishment of  

reduction in rank from 
Corporal to Constable for 
Isaac Mathew attached to 
E b o n y i  S t a t e  Po l i c e 
Command. 

It had earlier been 
reported that the officer 
was caught in a viral 
TikTok video on May 7, 
2022, dressed in full Police 
uniform while singing, 
dancing and brandishing 
an AK-47 rifle in praise of  
a secret confraternity. 

The  Force  Pub l i c 
R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r , 
O lumuyiwa  Ade job i , 
made this known in a 
statement on Sunday. 

The statement read, 
“This decision follows the 
outcome of  the Orderly 
R o o m  T r i a l  o f  t h e 
concerned officer and a 
r e v i e w  o f  t h e 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e 
offences of  Discreditable 
C o n d u c t ,  P r o m o t i n g 
Secret Cults and violation 
of  the Social Media Policy 
of  the Nigeria Police 
Force. 

“ T h e  F o r c e  i s 
currently looking into 
many other disciplinary 
cases of  unprofessionalism 
and misconduct by officers 
i n  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h 
members of  the public. 

“Meanwhile, orderly 
room trials are ongoing 
and decisions reached at 
the end of  such trials will 
be made known as the 
c u r r e n t  p o l i c e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  a 
transparent, accountable 
and proactive policing 
system in Nigeria

“ T h e  I n s p e c t o r -
General of  Police, IGP 
U s m a n  A l k a l i  B a b a , 
p s c ( + ) ,  N P M ,  f d c , 
therefore charges all police 
o f f i c e r s  t o  u p h o l d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s , 
discipline and the ideals of  
the Nigeria Police Force. 

“He further charges 
them to be committed to 
self-discipline in line with 
the IGP's policing agenda 
of  ethical regeneration, 
restoration of  professional 
standards, enhancement 
of  anti-corruption drive 
with a view to having the 
desired Police institution 
Nigerians deserve.” 

h e  P l a t e a u TCommand of  the 
National Drug Law 

E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NDLEA) has seized over 
2,000 tonnes of  drugs in the 
state from January to date.

Mr Umar Yahuza, 
Commander of  the Agency 
in the state, disclosed this in 
Jos.

Yahuza explained that 
the confesticated drugs 
included cocaine, cannabis 
sativa, tramadol and other 
illicit substances.

“We have recorded 
tremendous successes from 
January to this moment; we 
have  s e i zed  ove r  two 
tonnes, almost two and a 
half  tonnes of  illicit drugs.

“The breakdown is as 
follows, out of  this almost 

two and a half  tonnes, we 
have seized Cannabis sativa 
which on the street we call 
ganja or 'wee-wee'.

“It accounts for the 
largest seizures, it accounts 
for over 1,986 kilogrammes, 
that's almost two tonnes.

“Then we have the 
psychotropic substances, 
which includes drugs like 
pentazocine, Tramadol, 
diazepam, and so on.

“ T h i s  g r o u p  o f  
psychotropic substances 
from January to this month, 
we have seized over 231 
kilogrammes.

“Cocaine seized from 
January to date, accounts 
for 233.3 grammes, we have 
a n o t h e r  d r u g  o f  
methamphetamine.

“We have seized 126.2 

grammes of  amphetamine 
which gives us a grand total 
of  two tonnes 341.986kg of  
i l l ic i t  dr ugs  se ized in 
plateau from January to this 
moment” he said.

Similarly, Yahuza said 
that the command had 
arrested 290 suspected drug 
addicts and peddlers in the 
state within the period 
under review.

He added that his men 
also arrested suspects with 
other prohibited items and 
have handed them over to 
relevant authorities for 
prosecution.

“As for the suspects we 
have arrested so far this 
year, we have 267 males, 23 
females,  that  we have 
arrested, which gives us a 
total of  290 suspects.

“And these people have 

been charged to court and 
they are at various stages of  
prosecution.

“Added to that, in the 
course of  our activities, we 
have come across people 
with other prohibited items.

“For  example,  we 
arrested this young woman 
wi th  about  2500  fake 
currency dollars, and she 
was handed over to the 
Nigerian police force for 
further action.

“And several other 
cases like that” he said.

And  on  e f fo r t s  to 
curtail the influx of  illicit 
substances in the state, the 
Commander said so much 
was being done, in terms of  
public enlightenment and 
sensitisation to garner the 
cooperation of  the public.

then has been at large and 
was later apprehended and 
brought to Awka.

His victim who was 
treated at Paul Iloghalu 
Hospital Adazi-Enu is said 
to be having some medical 
complications even after 

incident that occurred last 
year involving his thirteen-
year-old younger sister, at 
their hometown in Adazi-
Enu.

It was gathered that Mr 
Chinedu was tracked and 
captured has been involved 
in notorious activities 
a r o u n d  t h e i r  
neighbourhood which 
included attempting to 
rape a young girl at Neni 
but was arrested by the 
v ig i l an te  g roup  and  
subsequently released 
because of  his father's 
pleas, flogging and beating 
women and mothers, drug 
abuse and stealing among 
others .

treatments.
The Commissioner for 

Women Affairs and Social 
Welfare, Mrs Ify Obinabo 
who spoke on the issue 
cautioned parents against 
aiding and abetting crimes.

She frowned at the evil 

It further revealed that 
a n y t i m e  h e  w a s  
apprehended, the parents 
would not hesitate to bail 
him but after this particular 
incident, the issue was 
made public by some of  his 
family members and since 

wo passengers of  a Tcommercial bus 
have lost their lives 

after the vehicle they were 
travelling in was involved 
in a crash in Anambra.

A source said the 
commercial bus crashed 
with another vehicle and 
burst into flame, leaving 
two persons dead, while 
other passengers escaped 

unhurt.
The Anambra fire 

service confirmed the 
incident, saying that some 
of  the vehicles involved in 
the crash would have been 

saved but for the bad 
culture of  motorists not 
giving emergency vehicles 
the right of  passage.

Mr Martin Agbili, 
Chief  Fire Officer in 
Anambra said: “At about 
1336hrs (1:36 pm) today 
S u n d ay  0 5 - 0 6 - 2 0 2 2 , 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  F i r e 
Service, Awka, Nigeria 
received a distress call of  
fire outbreak at Enugu-
Oni t sha  Expres sway 
U m u o k p u  A w k a , 
Anambra.

“The fire was caused 
by a road crash (accident) 
involving a Romchi Mass 
Transit bus and a Lexus 
RX350 vehicle.

“We were able to fight 
the fire and extinguish it 
from spreading to other 
passing vehicles after so 
much delay at Amawbia 
flyover traffic.

“ We  wo u l d  h ave 
saved a lot if  not because 
of  the chain traffic. People 
should learn to give way to 
e m e r ge n c y  ve h i c l e s, 
especially fire trucks.

“ D u r i n g  t h e  f i r e 
outbreak two lost their 
l i v e s  w h i l e  o t h e r 
passengers escaped the 
f i r e  o u t b r e a k . W e 
appreciates the prompt 
call of  the public for this 
fire outbreak but we were 
delayed by traffic which 
made us not to reach the 
fire scene in time,” Agbili 
stated.

meted on the innocent 
girl, assuring that justice 
will take its full course. 
While commending 
NAPTIP for their efforts 
a n d  s u p p o r t  i n  
a p p r e h e n d i n g  t h e  
perpetrators.
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Man apprehended in Anambra for raping sister
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

The suspect, Mr Chinedu Eziuzo (left) with Commissioner for woman affairs
Anambra State, Hon Mrs Ify Obinabo shortly after his arrest.

Police demote corporal
promoting cultism in
viral Tiktok video

NDLEA seize 2,000 kg of illicit drugs in
Plateau – Commander

Two die as fire breaks out on accident scene in
Anambra



he World Bank has Tranked Lagos ports 
as 358th out of  370 

ports assessed globally, 
according to the latest 
Container Port Performance 
Index 2021 report. 

The assessment was on 
ports with a minimum of  20 
valid port calls within the 
12-month period of  the 
study. 

Based on the assessment, 
t h e  t w o  t o p - r a n k e d  
container ports in the CPPI 
2021 are king Abdullah Port 
(Saudi Arabia) and the Port 
of  Salalah (Oman). 

In the foreword to the 
report, the Washington-
based bank highlighted 
some of  the consequences 
of  poorly performing ports, 
which include scarcity, 
inflation, slower growth, 
unemployment and high 
international trading costs.

The foreword of  the 
r e p o r t  r e a d  i n  p a r t ,  
“Maritime transport carries 
over 80 per cent of  global 
merchandise trade by 
v o l u m e ,  a n d  a n y  
impediment or friction at 
the port will have tangible 
repercussions for their 
respective hinterlands and 
populations. 

“In the short term, this is 
likely to take the form of  
shortages of  essential goods 
and higher prices, as we saw 
early in the pandemic. But 
over the medium to longer 
term, an inefficient port will 
result in slower economic 
growth, less employment, 
and  h igher  cos t s  fo r  
importers and exporters.” 

The report further stated 

that poorly performing ports 
are often due to limitations 
in spatial and operating 
efficiency, limitations in 
maritime and landside 
a c c e s s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  
o v e r s i g h t ,  a n d  p o o r  
coordination between the 
public agencies involved, 
resulting in a lack of  
predictability and reliability. 

It was reported on 
Thursday that there were 
indications that the nation 

angote has again Demerged the most 
admired Nigerian 

brand, with GT Bank, 
Channels TV, DSTV, and 
Coca-Cola following. This 
was announced at the 12th 
annual Brand Africa 100: at 
a live event at Eko Hotel in 
Lagos.

The brand Africa 100 is 
a valuation and ranking of  
the best brands in Africa 
b a s e d  o n  t h e  b r a n d ' s 
financial performance and 
consumer admiration.

Unlike the previous 
years, African brands have 
surged to 17% of  the top 100 
brands in Africa. Nigerian 
brands, Dangote,  Glo, 
Jumia,  and Nasco are 
among the 17 African 
brands that have heralded a 
4% surge by African brands 
to 17% share of  the top 100 
brands in Africa.

Against a backdrop of  
i n t e r n a l  f o c u s  a s  a 
consequence of  an urgent 
rebuilding of  economies 
devastated by the Covid-19 

p a n d e m i c  a n d  t h e 
acceleration of  AfCFTA's 
goal of  driving greater intra-
African trade, after a 5-year 
decline, African brands 
have surged 4% to 17% from 
an all-time low of  13% in 
2020 and 2021 in the 2022 
Brand Africa 100 | Africa's 
Best Brands survey and 
ranking of  the best brands 
in Africa.

Overall, South Africa's 
MTN, has returned to the 
top  10  as  the  h ighes t 
ranking African brand and 
traded places with Dangote 
as the #1 African brand 
recalled when prompted to 
consolidate its status as the 
#1 African brand.

D a n g o t e,  t h e  p r e -
eminent African brand 
f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 8 1  b y 
Nigerian Aliko Dangote, 
emerged as the #1 brand 
that symbolises African 
pride in a question where 
Brand Africa sought to 
establish which brand in 
Africa is a flag carrier and 
embodiment  of  r i s ing 

optimism and pride in 
Africa. South Africa, led by 
MTN, leads the African list, 
w i t h  N i g e r i a ,  l e d  b y 
Dangote, the overall #1 
brand, at 28%, and Kenya 
with flag carrier, Kenya 
A i r w a y s ,  a t  8 %  a n d 
Ethiopia, with its f lag 
carrier brand, Ethiopian 
Airline at 4%.

Non-African brands, 
led by overall pace-setter 
Nike for the 5th consecutive 
year, continue to dominate 
with a share of  83% of  the 
most admired brands in 
Africa.  Coca Cola, which 
has been in the Top 5 for 10 
consecutive years, is the #1 
overall most admired brand 
in Nigeria.

In a separate list of  the 
Top 25  most  admired 
financial services brands, 
African brands, led by 
Nigeria's GT Bank for the 
third consecutive year, 
dominate the rankings with 
68% of  the share to 32% for 
non-African brands.

DStv, has consolidated 

i ts  posi t ion as the #1 
African media brand for the 
second year running, while 
Channels TV led as the #1 
Nigerian media brand, in a 
category that is fast going 
digital and mobile.

Recognising that while 
the rebound in African 
brands is notable, the results 
will not be sustainable 
without committed and 
inspirational leadership, in 
2 0 2 2 .  B r a n d  A f r i c a 
recognised those leaders 
who are the catalyst for 
growth for Made in Africa 
brands both in corporate 
and in those who have 
championed and supported 
the development of  great 
local brands in supporting 
industr ies.  GT Bank 's 
Group CEO, Segun Agbaje 
and Nigerian doyenne of  
marketing, founder and 
chairman of  Troyka Group 
were awarded the inaugural 
Africa Brand Leadership 
Excel lence awards for 
i n s p i r i n g  b r a n d - l e d 
excellence that drives the 

growth of  made in Africa 
brands.

“As we emerge out of  
the pandemic and Africa 
seeks to assert itself, the 
results are very inspiring 
and bode well of  an African 
r e n a i s s a n c e  l e d  b y 
competitive world class 
African brands,” says Thebe 
Ikalafeng, Founder and 
Chairman of  Brand Africa 
and Brand Leadership.

Receiving the award on 
b e h a l f  o f  D S T V,  t h e 
Executive Head, Corporate 
A f f a i r s ,  M u l t i c h o i c e 
Nigeria, Caroline Oghuma 
said “We are honoured to 
be ranked the most admired 
brand in Africa. Just two 
years ago at the height of  
Covid-19, we emerged 3rd 
most admired brand. We 
are delighted that our 
content resonate with our 
c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h a t 
resonance is what earned us 
recognition.”

may soon start experiencing 
more cargo diversions to 
neighbouring West African 
ports as well as an increase 
in freight rates due to the 
collapse of  both Tin Can 
and Apapa quay aprons.

A quay is part of  the port 
where cargo is lifted or 
vessels are loaded and 
unloaded. 

In separate chats with 
our correspondent in Lagos, 
experts said that shipping 

companies would now be 
scared to berth at the 
affected ports, resulting in 
the diversion of  cargoes to 
West African ports or a 
possible increase in freight 
charges. 

The Managing Director 
of  the Nigerian Ports 
Authority, Muhammad 
Bello-Koko, had raised the 
alarm that Tin Can Island 
port was collapsing, saying 
that more attention should 

be focused on rehabilitating 
the quay walls of  the port. 

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
Manufacturers Association 
o f  N i g e r i a  E x p o r t  
Promotion Group, Benedict 
Obhiosa, identified some of 
the challenges including the 
gridlock in Apapa, port 
congestion, high shipping 
costs, and logistics costs. 

He said, “The export 
issues are obvious. For 
e x a m p l e,  t h e  A p a p a  

gridlock is an issue for 
exporters. Port congestion is 
another issue. The high cost 
of  the fleet by shipping 
agencies is another issue. 
This has even quadrupled 
from what it used to be. 
Then, domestic charges of  
logistics from your factory 
to Apapa are another huge 
c h a l l e n g e  f o r  
manufacturers.” 
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World Bank ranks Lagos ports poorly amid collapse, cargo diversion

Dangote Group, MTN emerge top brands in Africa
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 security expert, Col. Hassan Stan-Labo (retd.), and a former chairman of the South-East Security Committee, 

AGeneral Obi Umahi (retd.), have differed on the increasing level of insecurity in Imo, Anambra, Enugu, Ebonyi and 
Abia states. While Stan-Lanbo insisted that the continued breach of security in the South-East should be blamed on 

years of marginalisation of the region by the government, Umahi stated that governors in the region should take the blame 
for the killings and kidnapping. However, Umahi said some politicians and elites from the South-East region were 
exploiting the fragile security situation in the region for their selfish gains. He asked Nigerians to blame the sitting governors 
of the region for the carnage that had characterised the recent development in the South-East. Speaking in a televised 
interview, Umahi said if the governors were honest with their fight against insecurity in the region, they should have 
strengthened the regional security outfit, Ebubeagu, with enough finance and moral support to address the menace. The 
South-East Governors' Forum had on August 31, 2019, appointed Umahi as the chairman of the committee. The committee 
was asked to draft a framework for the establishment of a South-East joint security outfit to cater to the security needs of the 
zone. However, most of the South-East governors were said to have refused to fund the security outfit, a development that 
made Umahi resign  on June 4, 2021, as chairman of the committee.

verything should be done to bring in those who feel that they no longer 

Ewant to be part of  the family. They should get them back to the family. It 

should be by appeasing them and not by using force. “The year 2023 is 

coming around; we shall have a fresh set of  leaders as well. There will be a new set 

of  appointments. “We need to see the efforts from the government to make the 

average person on the street feel safe and have a sense of  belonging. Those in 

authority should try to see that there is enough inclusiveness in the way they go 

about things. We hope we will not have a situation where those appointed will 

come from a particular region. “Such act does not make my country safe for any 

of  us. Those who are creating these problems have two or three passports. As we 

speak, their children are abroad, but we are here killing each other. “Solving the 

problem of  insecurity in the South-East will call for a multifaceted approach, 

including political solutions. It goes beyond the formation of  Ebubeagu to enjoy 

peace in the region. How have you tried to make the Igbo man have a sense of  

belonging in the Nigerian state? They say IPOB should be called terrorists. If  you 

ask me, I don't think they should be called terrorists. The solution is that we should 

look for a way to bring some of  these people to the negotiation table. “We must 

talk to several other stakeholders; we must talk to elders in the communities, we 

must be talking with political leaders. You have to talk to people who these boys 

can listen to.

here are some political elites that leverage the security 

Tsituation in the South-East for their selfish gains. They 

thought they could use the situation to their advantage 

during the election. But if  the governors were proactive, all of  these 

would have been avoided. “The issues of  insecurity in the South-East 

were orchestrated by the Indigenous People of  Biafra. When some 

politicians want to settle scores, they begin to look for bandits. “When 

it was brewing, as the chairman of  the security committee, I noticed 

that some clerics were propagating IPOB and I condemned it. But 

people were afraid and refused to speak out against it.'' “I knew what to 

do, but the means to do it was not available. A General does not like a 

situation where he knows that he can deal with a thing but does not 

have the resources to deal with it. That is frustration.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire

Umahi, security expert differ
on insecurity in South East

Marginalisation, the cause
of insecurity in South East
- Labo Governors, political elites

to blame - Umahi

UmahiUmahiUmahi

LaboLaboLabo
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a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  h a v e 

been urged to 
make a move for Leicester 
City midfielder, Wilfred 
Ndidi as Erik ten Hag looks 
to make a mark on his 
squad. 

The Red Devils have 
made midfield their number 
one priority this summer 
and have been linked with a 
m o v e  f o r  B a r c e l o n a 
midfielder Frenkie De Jong, 

nglish star, Harry EKane, has said he 
wa s  h a p p y  a n d 

s e t t l e d  a t  To t t e n h a m 
Hotspur.

The England captain, 
28, is approaching the 
summer with a clear head 
following Tottenham's 
successful Premier League 
campaign.

Spurs clinched a spot 

adio Mane has sought 

St o  p l a y  d o w n 
c o m m e n t s  a b o u t 

leaving Lievrpool.
Mane has been heavily 

linked with Bayern Munich 
in recent days as the German 
giants are keen to bring him 
to the Allianz Arena.

The forward appeared to 
indicate that his time at 
Liverpool was up when 
s p e a k i n g  a t  a  p r e s s 
conference on Friday.

“I respect the fans and 
team but 60 to 70 percent of  

Senegalese want me to leave 
Liverpool? I'll do what they 
want,” he told reporters.

M a n e ' s  c o m m e n t s 
caused a stir, especially as he 
has become a popular figure 
at Anfield over the past six 
years.

“I spoke yesterday while 
joking with a bit of  humour 
and it was everywhere,” 
Mane said.

“I think we'll stop there. 
Liverpool is a club I respect a 
lot. The fans adopted me 
since day one. Regarding the 
future, we'll see.”

in the Champions League 
w i t h  a  5 - 0  w i n  o ve r 
Norwich on the final day of  
the season.

And Kane has argued 
that this has certainly 
improved his mindset for 
the international break.

He said: “Whenever 
you finish strongly with 
your club there is always a 
freer mind going into the 

international stage.
“ O b v i o u s l y,  l a s t 

summer we had a major 
European competition, a 
large tournament.

“So of  course you have 
different feelings towards 
that than maybe you would 
t owa r d s  t h e  N a t i o n s 
League games.

“It was a fantastic 

S Roma coach, Jose 

AM o u r i n h o ,  h a s 
decided to remain at 

the Serie A side this summer 
and will reject interest from 
Paris Saint-Germain, who 
are keen for him to replace 
Mauricio Pochettino.

PSG are set to part ways 
with Pochettino, who no 
longer has the backing of  the 
board after the devastating 
Champions League defeat to 
Real Madrid in the quarter-
finals last season.

Pochettino guided PSG 
to Ligue 1 success last 
season, but that is  not 
enough for the club's board, 
who are obsessed with 
winning the Champions 
League for the first time in 
their history.

T h a t  h a s  l e d  t h e 
P a r i s i a n s  t o  c o n s i d e r 
Mourinho as their next 
manager, with the former 
Chelsea and Manchester 
United manager leading the 

race to replace Pochettino.
Mourinho won his fifth 

p i e c e  o f  E u r o p e a n 
silverware last month when 
he guided Roma to Europa 
Conference League success.

However, according to 
G i a n l u c a  D i  M a r z i o , 
Mourinho is happy in the 
Italian capital and is 'more 
committed' than ever to stay 
at the club.

That is a blow for PSG, 
who will consider a bold 
attempt to prise Antonio 
Conte away from Tottenham 
Hotspur if  they fail with a bid 
for Mourinho.

e l g i u m  c o a c h , BRoberto Martinez, 
has praised Thibaut 

Courtois after playing a key 
role  in  Real  Madrid 's 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
success.

He believes that the 
trend of  no goalkeeper 
having ever won the Ballon 
d'Or could now change.

“What I love in his case 
is the recognition of  the 
Real Madrid fans,” said 
Martinez.

“It's never easy for a 
foreign player to be so 
a d o r e d  a t  M a d r i d , 
especially at a club with a 
long tradition of  local 
goalkeepers like Casillas or 
Buyo.”

Courtois' performance 
i n  t h e  f i n a l  a g a i n s t 
Liverpool was statistically 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  s e e n  i n 
Champions League history.

summer last year in terms 
of  the tournament. It ended 
o b v i o u s l y  v e r y 
disappointingly, but going 
into these games I feel 
confident, I feel free.

“We had a good finish 
as a team towards the end 
of  the season and I had a 
good season personally, 
which is always great.”

a deal that would see the 
Dutch ace link up with ten 
Hag after their Ajax days. 

Ten Hag is said to be 
keen on improving the 
midfield ahead of  the 
2022/23 season, with Paul 
Pogba,  Jesse  Lingard, 
Nemanja Matic and Juan 
M a ta  a l l  l e av ing  th i s 
summer. 

De Jong has only been 
at his “dream club” for three 

years ago, but hasn't hit the 
heights expected and the 
Spanish giants' financial 
problems could see a sale 
take place if  the right offer is 
m a d e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
midfielder has recently 
spoke about his desire to 
succeed at Barcelona.

Since joining the Foxes 
from KRC Genk in 2017, 
Ndidi has been a constant 
presence in the transfer 

rumour mill with links to 
teams like United and Real 
M a d r i d  p r o m i n e n t . 
H o w e v e r ,  i n j u r i e s 
throughout the past couple 
of  season have meant no 
move has ever materialised. 

With De Jong's stance 
made clear, former United 
midfielder Paul Scholes has 
urged United to make a 
move for City's defensive 
midfielder Ndidi.  The 

Nigerian has been out with 
a knee injury since March, 
missing the Foxes Europa 
Conference League run to 
the semi-final. 

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 
Football Daily YouTube 
channel,  Scholes said, 
“Leicester's Wilfred Ndidi 
still very much fits the bill of  
what Manchester United 
are looking for, and with 
just two years remaining on 

his contract at Leicester, it's 
likely to cost significantly 
less than the eye-watering 
sums associated with him in 
summer past. 

“And while he missed 
the last two months of  the 
season with a knee injury, 
he remains one of  the best 
defensive midfielders in the 
game when fit, averaging an 
astounding 6.5 tackles and 
interceptions each match 
and ranking in the top seven 
per cent of  midfielders for 
aerial duels, too.” 
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Scholes tells Man United to complete Ndidi's transfer

Mourinho debunks PSG
rumors

Harry Kane re-affirms love and commitment for
Tottenham Hotspur

I was joking about Liverpool's exit
– Mane

Belgium coach, Martinez calls on
Ballon d'Or for Courtois

KaneKaneKane

NdidiNdidiNdidi

Martinez, CurtoisMartinez, CurtoisMartinez, CurtoisManeManeMane
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Nigerian striker Cyriel 
Dessers after being priced 
out of  a move for Krzysztof  
P i a t e k ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports. 

Piatek is valued at 
€15m by Hertha Berlin but 
the Viola see Dessers as a 
more valuable option to the 
Polish striker who could 
only score three goals in 14 
games during his loan spell 
at the club a report on 
Voetbal Primeur revealed. 

The 27-year-old who 
was on a season-long loan 
at Feyenoord, where he 

eal Madrid insist Rthere ' s  been no 
c o n t a c t  w i t h 

r e l e a s e d  M a n c h e s t e r 
United midfielder Paul 
Pogba.

Los Blancos' primary 
target is Monaco's Aurelien 
Tchouameni, but even if  
they don ' t  manage to 
acquire his services, the 
club will not move for his 
compatriot.

aris Saint-Germain Pchiefs are ready to 
sack coach, Maurico 

Pochettino.
The Ligue 1 champs are 

finalising the sacking of  
Pochettino in the coming 
days and announce the 
departure of  director of  
Leonardo, as they begin to 
make changes.

The former Tottenham 
boss is under contract with 

Fabrizio Romano reported: 
“Paris Saint-Germain are 
o r i e n t e d  t o  s a c k i n g 
Mauricio Pochettino in the 
coming days. One more 
meeting is needed to make 
an official decision – it will 
take place once Nasser Al 
Khelaifi's back.

“Leonardo's departure 
will be announced very 
soon, with Campos set to 
join PSG.”

the French outfit until the 
end of  next season, but 
speculation surrounding his 
future has been mounting 
for months, after the French 
giants disappointing exit 
f r o m  t h e  C h a m p i o n s 
League.

Despite winning the 
Ligue 1 league title, It has 
been reported that just one 
more meeting is needed for 
PSG to make an official 
decision on the Argentine's 
future at the club.

T r a n s f e r  e x p e r t 

Real Madrid directors 
have denied to MARCA 
that Los Blancos have made 
contact with either the 
player or someone from his 
entourage.

Pogba has been linked 
with a move to Real Madrid 
every summer for the last 
five years. Former coach 
Zinedine Zidane asked the 
club to sign the French 
midfielder in the past, but 

Los Blancos are now in 
search of  a different kind of  
player for the middle third.

Meanwhile, Pogba is 
negotiating his potential 
return to Juventus, whom 
he departed to make his 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 
comeback in 2016.

rsenal midfielder 

AMartin Odegaard 
has said Norway 

teammate Erling Haaland 
is handling well the hype 
a r o u n d  h i s  m o v e  t o 
Manchester City.

Haaland is leaving 
Borussia Dortmund for 
City this summer in a 
Norwegian record transfer.

His  nat ional  team 
captain Odegaard said: 
“He does not care about it, 
so he handles it just fine. He 
is the same he has always 
been and focuses on what 
he can do something with, 
and that is to play football, 
score goals and now with 
the national team help us 
win matches, as he did last 
time. He cares very little 
about what everyone else 
thinks.”

Norway coach Stale 
So lbakken  a l so  sa id : 
“There's a little Zlatan 
(Ibrahimovic) about it. 

How much should he sit 
here and what should he 
say? We must have respect 
for the fact that the interest 
around him is at a level that 
we have probably never 
seen in Norway around an 
athlete.

“He handles it well 
inside and out. It is difficult 
to understand the situation 
he is in. We must have 
respect for that. But it is 
going well.”

outhampton are 

Seyeing Bologna 
m i d f i e l d e r , 

Mattias Svanberg.
Accord ing  to  La 

Gazzetta dello Sport, 
S o u t h a m p t o n  a r e 
showing interest in the 
midfielder.

Indeed, the Premier 
League club is ready to 
place a first bid for the 
Sweden international.

Svanberg has a deal 
with Bologna to the end 
of  next season.

N a p o l i  a n d 
Fiorent ina  are  a l so 
interested in the 23-year-
old.

scored 20 goals and recorded 
six assists in 44 games for the 
Dutch club is available and 
has a release clause of  €4m 
according to several reports 
in Belgium. 

Dessers who is currently 
on international duty with 
Nigeria finished as the 
UEFA Conference League 
top scorer with 10 goals from 
13 games.

Meanwhile, Genk has 
confirmed that Dessers 
would be returning to the 
club ahead of  next season 
after Feyenoord officially 
informed them that they 
would not exercise the 
Nigerian striker's purchase 

option. 
“ F e y e n o o r d  h a s 

officially informed our club 
that it will not activate Cyriel 
Dessers' purchase option,” a 
club statement noted.

“ T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t 
Dessers will rejoin Genk in 
p r e p a r a t i o n .  We  w i s h 
Dessers good luck with the 
international competitions 
and are looking forward to 
seeing you again in blue and 
white.” 

T h e  N i g e r i a 
international left Genk on 
t r a n s f e r  d e a d l i n e  l a s t 
summer after compatriot 
P a u l  O n u a c h u 
overshadowed him. 
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Wscenario, Northern 
presidential aspirants 

of  All Progressive Congress (APC) 
may have lost the support of  the 
i n c u m b e n t  P r e s i d e n t , 
Muhammadu Buhari, as he may 
have succumbed to the pressure, 
mounted on him by Northern 
Governors to support the Southern 
interest.

This became evident after the 
Northern Governors led by Jigawa 
S t a t e  G ove r n o r,  A b u b a k a r 
Badaru, to withdraw from the 
presidential race, according to a 
statement from the governors on 
Saturday night

The governors who signed the 
statement include; Bello Masari, 
Katsina; Nasir El-Rufai, Kaduna; 
Atiku Bagudu, Kebbi; Simon 
Lalong,  Plateau;  Abdul lahi 
Ganduje, Kano; Bello Matawalle, 
Zamfara; Inuwa Yahaya, Gombe; 
Babagana Zulum, Borno; Sani 
Bello, Niger; and Abdullahi Sule, 
Nasarawa.

APC governors and political 
leaders from the northern states of  
Nigeria Wednesday, met to review 
the political situation and to 
further support our Party in 
providing progressive leadership 
amidst our national challenges. 
During our discussions,  we 
welcomed President Muhammadu 
Buhari's invitation to governors 
a n d  o t h e r  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o 
contribute to the emergence of  a 
strong presidential candidate for 
the APC.

After careful deliberation, we 
wish to state our firm conviction 
that after eight years in office of  
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
the presidential candidate of  the 
APC for the 2023 elections should 
be one of  our teeming members 
from the southern states of  
Nigeria. It is a question of  honour 
for the APC, an obligation that is 
not in anyway affected by the 
decis ions  taken by another 
political party. We affirm that 
upholding this principle is in the 
interest of  building a stronger, 
more united and more progressive 
country.

We therefore wish to strongly 
r e c o m m e n d  t o  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari that the search 
for  a successor as  the APC's 
presidential candidate be limited to 
our compatriots from the southern 
states. We appeal to all aspirants from 
the northern states to withdraw in the 
national interest and allow only the 
aspirants from the south to proceed 
to the primaries. We are delighted by 
the decision of  our esteemed 
colleague, His Excellency, Governor 
Abubakar Badaru to contribute to 
this patriotic quest by withdrawing 
his presidential aspiration.

The APC has a duty to ensure 
that the 2023 elections offer a nation-
building moment, reaffirming that a 
democratic pathway to power exists 
for all who value cooperation and 
build national platforms. This 
moment calls for the most sober and 
inclusive approach to selecting our 
party's candidate, and we call on all 
A P C  l e a d e r s  t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r 
responsibility in this regard.

H o w e v e r ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari on Saturday 
night met with all the aspirants for 
President on the platform of  All 
Progressives Congress (APC), at 
State House, Abuja, urging them to 
hold consultations, and come up 
with a formidable candidate before 
the party holds its primary election 
between June 6-8, 2022.

 The President said the meeting 
was a continuation of  the on-going 
consultative process aimed at 
ensuring a smooth and strategic 
emergence of  a standard bearer, who 
will lead the APC to a resounding 
victory in the upcoming presidential 
polls.

 “Looking at this assemblage of  
personalities and considering your 
rich pedigree of  accomplishments in 
life, I have come to the conclusion 
that our party, the APC, is rich in 
human resources and also that our 
nation is blessed with capable people 
that can successfully steer the ship of  
state into the future,” President 
Buhari said.

 He added that with his first-
hand knowledge of  the demands of  
the office of  the President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria and the 
expectations of  the citizens, “I must 
salute your courage and your selfless 
spirit, in volunteering to serve in the 
highest office of  the land.”

The President added: “Our 
party, the APC, has won two 
successive presidential elections in 

2015, first when we were in the 
opposition and in 2019 when I 
sought re-election. Both processes 
were achieved through unity of  
pur pose,  s trategic  al ignment, 
consultation, fairness, determination 
and effective leadership.  In both 
instances,  national and par ty 
interests were overriding factors in 
our deliberations and decision-
making.

“The 2023 General Elections 
are fast approaching in a global, 
regional and national environment 
that is constantly changing and 
challenging. This demands that our 
party should become more aware of  
the changing environment, be 
responsive to the yearnings of  our 
citizens, re-evaluate our strategy and 
strengthen our internal mechanism 
so that we would sustain the electoral 
successes.

 “I am pleased to note that the 
party, recognizing the significance of  
all these demands, has over time 
developed several democratically 
acceptable processes and policies 
that promote consultation, internal 
cohesion and leadership to facilitate 
victories at the polls.”

The President recalled the 
consultation he had held with 
stakeholders “that would help the 
electoral fortunes of  our party, 
beginning with the State Governors. 
This is the second in the series and I 
still look forward to meeting with 
party stakeholders. These steps are 
being taken to ensure that the unity 
and cohesion of  the party are 
sustained and to provide direction.

 “Amongst others things, I 
reminded the APC Governors of  the 
need for the party to proceed to the 
2023 Presidential elections with 
strength, unity of  purpose and to 
present a flag bearer who will give 
Nigerians a sense of  hope and 
confidence, while ensuring victory 
for our party. I extend a similar 
reminder to all of  you distinguished 
aspirants.”

Saying the APC will on Monday 
June 6, 2022 commence its national 
convention during which one 
candidate will be picked by delegates 
to fly the flag of  the party for the 2023 
Presidential Election, President 
Buhari said he was aware that there is 
anxiety among party members about 
the outcome of  the process. 

 “Given these circumstances, I 

charge  you  to  recognize  the 
importance of  the stability and unity 
of  the party, which cannot be 
overemphasized. 

 “Similarly, I wish to remind you 
that our choice of  flag bearer must be 
formidable,  appeal ing  to  the 
electorate across the board and 
should command such ability to 
unify the country and capacity to 
address our critical challenges.

 “Ahead of  the Convention, the 
party machinery has screened and 
found all  aspirants eminently 
qualified. Recognizing this fact, the 
Screening Committee has, amongst 
others, recommended that consensus 
building through consultation, be 
intensified.

“Without prejudice to your 
qualifications, I urge all of  you to 
h o l d  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  a m o n g s t 
yourselves and with the party, with a 
view to building a consensus in a 
manner that would help the party 
reduce the number of  aspirants, bring 
up a formidable candidate and scale 
down the anxiety of  party members.”

 The President assured that in 
the interest of  the nation and the 
party, he would continue to provide 
effective leadership during the 
transition processes and on-going 
consultations, “until we successfully 
make the choice on the candidate 
that will fly the flag of  our party for 
the presidential elections and make 
the party stronger. I seek your 
suppor t  in this  al l  impor tant 
responsibility.”

Earlier, National Chairman of  
the party, Senator Abdullahi Adamu 
had promised that all stakeholders of  
the party would be reached in the 
consultation process.

Responding on behalf  of  the 
aspirants, former Governor of  old 
Abia State and immediate past 
Minister of  Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Dr Ogbonnaya Onu, 
Governor Abubakar Badaru of  
Jigawa State, and Vice President, 
'Yemi  Osinba jo,  thanked the 
President for his leadership and 
guidance, pledging that they would 
hold the consultations as counseled 
“for the unity and strength of  our 
party, the APC.” 

A p p r e c i a t ive ly  S o u t h e r n 
Governors' Forum has hailed the 
resolution of  the 10 governors from 
the North backing power shift to the 
southern region in 2023.

The jubilant Southern governors 
made their position known in a 
statement by their Chairman, 
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, SAN, on 
Saturday.

They also commended the 
Governor of  Jigawa State, Abubakar 

Badaru, who withdrew after the 
northern governors made their 
stance known 2023 presidency.

The decision was taken at a 
meet ing of  the  gover nors  on 
Saturday night in Abuja.

The Northern governors also 
asked aspirants from the northern 
region to withdraw.

“We, therefore, wish to strongly 
r e c o m m e n d  t o  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammad Buhari that the search 
for his successor as the APC 
Presidential Candidate be limited to 
our compatriots from the Southern 
states.

“We appeal to all aspirants from 
the Northern state to withdraw in the 
national interest and allow only the 
aspirants from the south to proceed 
to the primaries. We are delighted by 
the decision of  our esteemed 
colleague His Excellency Gov 
Abubakar Badru to contribute to this 
patriotic quest by withdrawing his 
presidential aspiration,” a statement 
issued by the northern governors 
read.

R e a c t i n g ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n 
governors said they received with 
utmost joy the news of  the resolution 
of  the  Governors from the Northern 
Region.

T h e  s o u t h e r n  g ove r n o r s ' 
statement read, “We did not expect 
anything short of  this heart-warming 
decision from our colleagues, great 
patriots and reliable partners in the 
collaborative efforts geared towards 
the attainment of  nationhood for our 
dear country.

“ T h i s  i s  i n d e e d  a n o t h e r 
landmark achievement in our quest 
for understanding, rapprochement 
and continual engagements for 
m u t u a l  b e n e f i c e n c e .  W e 
acknowledge this courageous stance 
for equity and moral rectitude. We 
applaud the zeal and determination 
of  our brothers to engage realistically 
and honestly.

“We salute this uncommon 
resolve to confront issues militating 
a g a i n s t  t h e  m a r c h  t o w a r d s 
nationhood and ultimate greatness. 
By this gesture, we are convinced of  
the seriousness of  our colleagues to 
join other patriots in ensuring that 
the ascendant march towards 
stability, progress and prosperity is 
not truncated by indiscretion.

“We congratulate our brother 
Governor, Abubakar Badaru, for his 
exemplary conduct. Posterity will 
remember him for good. We thank 
the leadership of  the Northern 
Governors' Forum for the patriotic 
zest displayed at this crucial moment. 
We look forward to conducting a 
hitch-free Convention which will 
culminate in the election of  a suitable 
candidate who will hoist the flag of  
the party with a sense of  mission.”
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