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News

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

O
haneze Ndigbo, an apex 
umbrella of  Igbo socio-cul-
tural associations, has fault-

ed the insinuations going round 
that they disowned former deputy 
president of  the senate, Ike Ekwer-
emadu, on his current travails in the 
United Kingdom.

It could be recalled that Senator 
Ekweremadu is facing trial in UK 
over an alleged conspiracy with his 
wife, Nwaneka, “to arrange/facili-
tate travel of  another person with a 
view to exploitation, namely organ 
harvesting”

But in a statement by the National 
Publicity Secretary of  the pan-Igbo 
group, Dr Alex  Chiedozie  Ogbon-
nia, made available to News Echo 
Correspondent in Enugu on Tues-
day, said they own it as a duty to 
stand with their lawmaker. 

The statement further reads in 
parts:

“The attention of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide has been drawn 
to remarks making the rounds to the 
effect that Ohanaeze Ndigbo dis-
owns Ekweremadu over his ordeal 
in the United Kingdom. 

“While Ohanaeze Ndigbo owes it 
a duty to stand with our own, espe-
cially in times of  difficulty, it is not 
in their character to be hasty with 
statements over issues without suf-
ficient facts.

“It is noteworthy that eminent 
Igbo patriots have at one time or 

We did not disown Ekweremadu - Ohanaeze 
the other, pleaded with impostors 
and pretenders to desist from reck-
less and unguarded statements that 
portray the Igbo in a bad light us-
ing the platform of  the Apex Igbo 
socio-cultural organization, the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide. 

“For purpose of  clarity, the Presi-
dent General of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
is Ambassador Professor George 
Obiozor while the Secretary Gen-
eral is Ambassador Okey Emuchay, 
MFR.

“Amongst the Igbo, it is a cultural 
anathema to rejoice over a brother’s 
misfortune. And this is where the 
remarks by Mr. Peter Obi, the Pres-
idential candidate of  the Labour 
Party, is very germane and instruc-
tive. “According to Obi: My family 
and I are with the Ekweremadus 
over their travail. We join all men 
of  goodwill in praying for the heal-
ing of  their daughter and commit 
them into God’s hand for justice to 
be done.This is an overarching age 
long Igbo moral.

“Ohanaeze Ndigbo salutes His 
Excellency, Engr. Dave Umahi, 
FNSE and Governor of  Ebonyi 
State for his intervention to ensure 
that emotions and social media 
tigritude do not outweigh the facts 
in the matter

“Our hearts go to our daughter, 
Miss Sonia Ekweremadu; and it is 
our fervent prayer that Sen. Prof. 
Ike Ekweremadu, CFR; Lady 
Nwanneka Ekweremadu, PhD and 
family will overcome over the cur-
rent travails.

Middle: Sir Ukwu Rocks Emma �anked by his wife, Lolo Amaka, Nollywood Actor Diewait Ikpechukwu and 
Kelvin Ejiofor former Director General, FRCN.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Chapter of  
the National Association 
of  Proprietors of  Private 

Schools (NAPPS), has called on 
the state governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, to urgently intervene and 
bail private schools in the state 
from the challenges of  multiple tax-
ation illegal levies and disparities in 
payment. They lamented why the 
tax agencies are given them a kind 
of  levies they did not give to the 
public schools in the state. The as-
sociation also called on regulatory 
agencies of  the state government to 
be more effective to enhance quali-
ty of  education.

The State Chairperson of  the 
Association, Mrs. Amaka Ezede-
bego made the called during the 
Association 2022 Maiden Educa-
tion Convention, with the Theme; 
Applying Best Practices In Achiev-
ing Educational Goals, held at 
Alexander David’s Hall, Awka, 
over the weekend. She said, “The 
challenges facing private schools in 
Anambra State are overwhelming. 
The major challenge is the lack of  
effectiveness of  regulatory bodies 
that should regulate our activities 
and provide support for private 
schools in terms of  accreditation 
and protection from several levies 
and taxes from the concern agen-
cies.

 “They see us as milk. We pay 
multiple taxation and illegal levies. 
We are tire of  paying multiple tax-
es, illegal levies to Anambra govt 
agencies.

“We are using this medium to 
call on the state governor, Prof. 
Chukwuma Charles Soludo, to 
look into our tears and safe us, she 
appealed.

On the aimed of  the Conven-
tion, Mrs. Ezedebego, said the 
programme was to bring  together 
relevant stakeholders in Anam-
bra State to brainstorm on how to 
achieved educational standard.

On her brief  speech, the keynote 
speaker, Prof. Nkechi Ikediugwu, 
blame the mondays sit-at-home 
order by the Indigenious People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) and the activities 
of  gunmen as major challenges the 
education sector is currently facing 
in the South East, particularly, in 
Anambra State.

Prof. Ikediugwu, the Dean, 
Faculty of  Education, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University Awka, who 
spoke on the topic: “Applying Best 
Practices In Achieving Education-
al Goals In Anambra- State”, noted 
that the activities of  IPOB and the 
gunmen do not only have negetive 
implications for achieving the edu-
cational goals in the state but also 
contribute to the danger of  creating 
a lost generation of  Children.

She was represented by Prof. 
Vivian Nwogbo.

Umahi remains APC Senatorial candidate 
for Ebonyi South - APC insists
By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he chairman of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC 
Ebonyi chapter Chief  Stan-

ley Okoro-emegha, has insisted 
that Governor David Umahi re-
mained it’s authentic candidate 
for the Ebonyi South Senatorial 
District.

Okoro-emegha who stated this 
in an interview with newsmen in 
Abakaliki said that the governor 
won a duly re-conducted primary 
election which was

monitored by officials of  the 
INEC and security agencies.

He said another primaries was 
held in Afikpo after the initial win-
ner of  the election, Austin Umahi, 
withdrew from the contest. 

According to him, the omission 
of  the name of  the governor from 
the list was a minor error from the 
INEC which has been corrected.

Okoro-Emegha said:”I went 
there, it was a minor error from 
the INEC side and it has been cor-
rected. There was nothing like, the 
Governor’s name did not come. It 
wasn’t coming from the party, the 
necessary things were done. The 
stepping down of  the two candi-
dates that contested for that sena-
torial election was there with the 
party and INEC.

 “INEC was invited for the 
re-conduction because there 
was enough time for the party to 
re-conduct another primary elec-
tion that will usher in another per-
son.

 “And the time was actually met. 
The re-conduction of  the election 
was done, the video clips are there, 
all the necessary security agencies 
and the ministries that were sup-
posed to be there, were there on 
the day of  the re-conduction of  

the senatorial primaries of  APC in 
Ebonyi south.

 “And then, a panel was set up 
at the National Secretariat, Abuja 
and they arrived. We took them to 
Afikpo which is the venue for such 
conduct. They did all the neces-
sary things, the delegates that were 
supposed to participate in the pri-
maries, were all there.

 “Mind you, the particular col-
umn was blank, so there wasn’t 
any issue. If  you like, they can still 
forward list of  the states that had 
issues and the possible substitution 
they made; because the National 
office of  the party can not afford to 
leave any particular space vacant.

 “Anybody carrying any news, 
is carrying it on their own. I went 
to Abuja. I called them and asked 
them why I’m seeing and hearing 
such stories on social media, they 
traced it and saw where it was 
coming from and it was immedi-
ately corrected.

Speaking on the reason for the 
re-conduction of  senatorial pri-
maries of  Ebonyi south, Emegha 
said: “Austin Umahi pulled out to 
concentrate on his business.

 “It is not a substitution, it was 
a re-conduction of  primaries, he 
said it will tie his business down”.

Insecurity: Do not Arm Your-
selves - Uzodimma tells Imo Res-
idents

Following the recent call by 
the Governor Bello Matawalle of  
Zamfara who asked residents of  
the state to procure licenses and 
arm themselves in the face of  per-
sistent attacks on various commu-
nities.

Governor Hope Uzodinma of  
Imo has assured the residents of  
the state that there will be no need 
to arm themselves against gunmen 
terrorising the state.

He gave the assurance on Tues-

day after meeting with President 
Muhammadu Buhari in his office 
at the Presidential Villa in Abuja.

Briefing State House corre-
spondents after the meeting with 
the President, Governor Uzodim-
ma said the security situation in 
Imo has not degenerated to the lev-
el of  asking the people to defend 
themselves.

Rather, he expressed confidence 
in the ability of  the security agen-
cies in Imo to curb the activities of  
armed men disturbing the peace in 
the state.

The governor, however, admit-
ted that he was not in Zamfara and 
could not determine exactly why 
the state government made such a 
move.

He stressed that his own admin-
istration was in control of  the se-
curity agencies in Imo, saying that 
was why he affirmed that the sit-
uation in the state has greatly im-
proved.

Governor Uzodimma equally 
disclosed that President Buhari has 
approved the hosting of  this year’s 
edition of  the Nigerian Army Day 
in Imo.

Saying the development would 
further improve the security in the 
state, he stated that the approval 
for the event would take place dur-
ing the President’s visit to commis-
sion some projects in Imo.

On Sunday, the governor had 
issued a 10-day ultimatum to gun-
men in Imo to immediately come 
out of  their hideouts and surrender 
their arms to their traditional rul-
ers for unconditional pardon.

He warned that a failure to do 
so would attract bombardment 
by the security forces, saying the 
government was determined to rid 
the forests in Imo of  bandits and 
accordingly, has procured the nec-
essary equipment for the purpose.
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Editorial

igeria is currently on the verge of  

Nexperiencing a population explosion 
if  nothing is done to avert burgeoning 

trend as the United Nations report has 
predicted that the country will have one of  the 
largest populations in the world by 2050.

Nigeria has the largest population in Africa 
with more than 200 million people making it 
Africa's most populous nation. It is made up of  
36 states with the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), Abuja inclusive and has a multi-ethnic 
and culturally diverse society, with more than 
250 ethnic groups and more than half  its 
population are under 18.

I t  i s  l ear nt  tha t  a t  the  count r y ' s 
Independence in 1960, Nigeria had a 
population of  50 million people. Today, the 
figure stagers around 206 million people, 
according to the Chairman, National 
Population Commission (NPC), Nasir Isa 
Kwarra.

However, study has shown that the 27 
richest countries of  the world – Luxembourg, 
Liechtenstein, Switzerland, Bermuda, 
Norway, Denmark, Japan, United States, 
United Kingdom, San Marino, Iceland, 
Cayman Islands, Sweden, Germany, Austria, 
Monaco, Netherlands; Finland, Belgium, 
Hong Kong, Brunei, France, Singapore, 
Ireland, Australia, Italy and Canada – all have 
high population density and income per capita, 
whereas the poorest countries in the world have 
low population density and a low income per 
capita.

 
Japan, for instance, has about a density of  

335 persons per sq. km. and income per capita 
of  US 34, 313: Hong Kong and Singapore also 
have high population density and high per 
income capita. Chinese economy has been 
growing steadily in the last 15 years, and the 
fastest growing economy in the world. 

Family planning has been identified as a 
way to slow down the burgeoning population 
and reduce the high maternal and child 
mortality rate.

The country is, however, struggling to 
make modern contraceptives readily available 
to its citizens. To worsen the situation, the 
Nigerian government failed to make provisions 
for family planning in the 2022 budget.

However, the new policy emphasises the 
urgency to address Nigeria's sustained high 
fertility rate, through expanding access to 
modern family planning, counselling and 
commodities as well as promoting birth 
spacing.

There is a need to interrogate the tenuous 
causal relationship between population size, 
human capital development and the quest for 
sustainable livelihood in Nigeria.

It is measured that at the growth of  1.05 per 
cent, it is projected that the world population 
will reach 8.5 billion by 2030 and 9.7 billion by 
2050.

Even though Nigeria ranks 41st on the 
GDP scale, our nation ranks closer to the 

bottom of  the pile in per capita GDP amongst 
the world's nations. This disparity is due to the 
huge populat ion crowded within the 
geographical boundaries of  Nigeria. Most of  
the other oil producing nations (e.g. Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Iran and Kuwait) have much 
smaller populations relative to Nigeria making 
their per capita GDP much higher than ours.

However, the ability to effectively manage 
the population, as well as the capacity to cope 
with the consequences of  a large population, 
vary significantly from one country to another.

Nevertheless, the new policy on population 
is a clear demonstration of  Nigeria's 
commitment to addressing population growth 
and human capital development.

 It is also posited that the lack of  visionary 
leadership and rampant corruption in both 
pr ivate  and publ ic  realms are  major 
contributing factors to the deplorable 
socioeconomic status of  the vast majority of  
Nigerians.

Looking at increasing industrial and food 
production as a way to sustain the growing 
population, and for Nigeria to escape 
imminent food shortage and its adverse effect 
of  famine, the biotechnology solution has to be 
accepted in the agriculture sector.

Some Economists have also preached that 
rapid population density is not an obstacle to 
economic development, what may be an 
obstacle is the rate of  growth, not the growth 
itself. They described the high population as 
the key indicator of  industrial growth.

In same vain, some experts maintain that a 
country only needs to build its human capital to 
drive development rather than depopulation.

An economist, Albert Ngwana said the 
phenomenal growth of  the world population 
had been accompanied by great economic 
wealth and development, noting that as the 
population increases, economic activities 
increase.

To him, an increase in population pressure 
and density provides the impetus for 
industrialisation, hence “No population 
pressure, no sustainable development.”

Some scholars also believe that reduction 
in population is counterproductive to 
economic development, as the population is 
the main engine driving economic growth 
worldwide.

“The most important index is population 
density. Nigeria in 2020 was at 240 persons per 
square Km. This is considered below the 
threshold for real economic development. In 
contrast, Singapore is at 8, 000 persons per 
square Km, and Hong Kong at 6, 690 persons 
per square km.

It is therefore apt to know that population 
growth that is not properly managed would, in 
most cases, give rise to two worldwide 
concerns, mass unemployment and mass 
migration to cities which the Nigeria is 
currently experiencing.

C o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  e x c e s s i v e l y  s u r g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n   

Controlling the nation's
excessively surging
population 
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By Solomon Bob

I
n the weeks since PDP pres-
idential candidate Atiku 
Abubakar announced Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa as his 

running-mate, his frontmen have 
sought to outdo themselves in re-
casting the facts leading up to Dr 
Okowa’s picking. They’ve tried to 
sell the falsehood that there was 
no vote, that rather candidate Ati-
ku was left with the prerogative of  
choosing one from a list of  three 
that the selection committee rec-
ommended.

The first person to spin this was 
Dr Iyorchia Ayu, the national 
chairman who flaunts his biases 
and continues to call into question 
his suitability for the assignment he 
has chosen. But Dr Ayu cannot lay 
claim to exclusive knowledge of  
what transpires in party meetings.

Truth is that a vote was called 
on Tuesday 14 June between gov-
ernors Wike and Okowa and the 
former was the choice of  party 
honchos by a staggering majority 
of  16 against 3. No shame in that, 
neither is it surprising. Everyone 
knows that Governor Wike has 
been PDP’s lifeblood over the last 
seven years and, but for his sin-
gular efforts, PDP would be dead 
and Nigeria would most likely be 
regressing into a one-party dicta-
torship.

But the gist I’m interrogating in 
this article is Atiku Abubakar’s in-
tegrity and moral content as a lead-
er. And I start off  by confessing 
that I once thought him likeable 
– judging by his mien only, even if  
dull. But my view of  him has devel-
oped rather rapidly – not by osmo-
sis – over the last several weeks to 

the point where I now dismiss his 
suitability for office and regard his 
politics as realpolitik – totally shorn 
of  principle.

Firstly, Atiku cannot claim igno-
rance of  the darts his minders have 
been directing at Wike even as he 
pretends that he’s seeking reconcil-
iation. An example is ex-governor 
Babangida Aliyu’s extraordinary 
diatribe in a recent television inter-
view. Aliyu is a frontman for Atiku 
and his foul-mouthed put-down 
bore the imprimatur of  a higher-up 
because it was completely unpro-
voked and coming one year after 
he started a run-in with Governor 
Wike.

It would seem that despite hav-
ing secured the ticket for which he 
sought and endorsed the breaking 
of  every party rule, Atiku still has a 
field day when his followers thrash-
talk Wike.

Like Atiku himself, Mr Aliyu 
was one of  those who succumbed 
to Nigeria’s twin demons of  tribe 
and religion to betray and sink the 
PDP in 2015. While Atiku defected 
to APC to implement his hegemon-
ic designs, Mr Aliyu wreaked hav-
oc from within and even boasted 
about it!

But consciously or unconscious-
ly, Atiku is promoting an act of  self-
harm. Like it or not, Wike is PDP’s 
biggest draw bar none. Atiku might 
be the flag-bearer but he’s dour and 
does not have Wike’s energy and 
charisma; nor his troubleshooting 
nous. Wike is one of  only two poli-
ticians in the whole of  southern Ni-
geria who can command the atten-
tion of  a room by his very presence 
– the other one being Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu. Atiku’s presidential run 
would be dead in the water were 
Wike to work against him.

Atiku,Wike and burden of conscience

Atik Gu oAvb. uWb iakkear            

Secondly, Atiku it was who 
went to Wike with the offer of  
running-mate, but he has done 
everything to conceal this fact. He 
and his camp loathe to admit this, 
or are butt-hurt in their conceit 
and arrogance to let it out. Instead, 
they’re doubling down on the spin 
that three candidates, including 
Wike, indicated interest – read lob-
bied – for the position. The intent is 
clear: rope Wike into a low bar and 
diminish him.

Atiku knows that Wike never 
lobbied to be running-mate, either 
to him directly or indirectly through 
others. But it serves the strategy of  
demystifying Wike well.

What is also clear is that the 
choice of  Dr Okowa was foisted on 
Atiku by certain forces who thought 
Wike was too powerful and wanted 
a liveried footman (I’m not by any 
means saying Okowa is one, mind). 
But never mind that he’s being 
passed off  now as one who “com-
plements” Atiku, Okowa wasn’t 
his go-to man. Okowa himself  un-
wittingly alluded to this in his TV 
interview on Thursday when he 
referred to someone as “one of  the 
very strong voices” that got him the 
nomination. However, his response 
to the name mentioned to him was 
a mere play to his base in Delta, 
which is commonsensical.

When Atiku came unstuck with 
powerful interests over his choice 
of  Wike, rather than defending it, 
he wilily used the party to convey a 
different impression and make way 
for the preferred choice of  his cap-
tors. Unfortunately for him, that 
too ran into a hitch. The rest, as 
we say, is history. But what sort of  
leader resides with abandon from a 
commitment he willingly entered 
into, is dodgy with the truth and 
teeters like a reed in the wind?

My third point relates to the 
horrific 12th May tragedy when 
Deborah Samuel, a young college 
student, was murdered and burned 
in Sokoto for alleged blasphemy by 
Islamic extremists. Happening so 
close to the PDP convention, Atiku 
was on the hustings putting himself  
about in bromide-laden platitudes 
and typical Nigerian virtue signa-
ling. But he soon ran into a buzz-
saw which I think defines him.

His twitter account manager, 
correctly discerning that what had 
just happened was a tragedy of  
monstrous proportions deserving 

of  instant condemnation, dutifully 
put up a tweet condemning same. 
What happened next remains a 
tragedy for Atiku’s moral standing 
and speaks to his primordial pan-
dering beneath the veneer of  his 
vaunted cosmopolitanism.

As the tweet went viral, Atiku 
received a backlash back home in 
his native north, and, pronto, he 
ordered the tweet deleted claiming 
it was done without his consent. 
The implication is that because 
the horrific incident happened in 
his native north, he wouldn’t have 
given his consent anyway for fear 
of  offending his followers. In the 
south where he’d face no such inhi-
bitions, he would have been loudest 
as a moral champion.

A leader’s moral judgment can-
not be situational, but Atiku’s clear-
ly is. Similarly, a leader who can’t 
make his mind up but surrenders to 
captive interests is anything but. His 
front men claim that Atiku creates 
jobs, but Nigeria’s biggest problem 
is taking the hard decisions for sea-
change constitutional reforms that 
will pump oxygen into an asphyx-
iating patch of  geographical terri-
tory falsely labelled a federation. 
Joblessness is a symptom of  that 
challenge, not the challenge itself.

Atiku strikes me as a status quo 
maintainer without the candour, 
will or interest to confront Nige-
ria’s challenges. Were he to win, he 
would mollycoddle the present un-
productive imbalance for his tribe 
and religion and the country would 
be treading water still. Would he 
prove me wrong?

Bob, a lawyer and member of  
the House of  Representatives from 
Rivers State, wrote from Port Har-
court.

A leader’s moral judg-
ment cannot be situational, 
but Atiku’s clearly is. Sim-
ilarly, a leader who can’t 
make his mind up but sur-
renders to captive interests 
is anything but. His front 
men claim that Atiku cre-
ates jobs, but Nigeria’s 
biggest problem is tak-
ing the hard decisions for 
sea-change constitution-
al reforms that will pump 
oxygen into an asphyxiat-
ing patch of geographical 
territory falsely labelled a 
federation. Joblessness is a 
symptom of that challenge, 

not the challenge itself.
Atiku strikes me as a sta-

tus quo maintainer without 
the candour, will or interest 
to confront Nigeria’s chal-

lenges. 
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Group threatens nationwide protest over prolonged ASUU strike 
 C i v i l 

AS o c i e t y 
Organisatio

n ,  S a v e  P u b l i c 
Education Group, 
h a s  v o w e d  t o 
mobilise students for 
a nationwide protest 
if  the ongoing strike 
by the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
U n i v e r s i t i e s 
continues. 
The group lamented 
the near collapse of  
the education sector 
in the country and 
a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 

here was a Tmild drama 
a t  t h e 

Dalewares Institute 
o f  Te c h n o l o g y, 
P a l m  G r o o v e , 
Lagos  Sta te,  on 
M o n d a y,  w h e n 
s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e 
school shut its main 
gate. 

The students, 
who denied staff  
members, including 

t u d e n t s 

Sprotest ing 
t h e 

lingering strike 
a c t i o n  o f  t h e 
Academic Staff  
U n i o n  o f  

Universities, on 
M o n d ay,  h ave 
r e p o r t e d l y 
b l o c k e d  t h e 
Sagamu-Benin-
Ore highway. 

T h e 
students on a joint 

protest are from 
Olabisi Onabanjo 
University, Ago 
Iwoye; Tai Solarin 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Education, and 
t h e  F e d e r a l 
U n i ve r s i t y  O f  
A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Abeokuta, all in 
Ogun State. 

They bore 
on their banner, 
“Stop Toying with 
Our Education,” 
as they marched 
on the road in 
protest. 

Commenti
ng on their action, 
t h e  T A S U E D 

Students' Union 
President, Sharon 
Great, said, “We 
have all come here 
t o d a y  t o  s h u t 
down the Benin-
Ore Expressway 
so as to make our 
demands met by 
t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government and 
t o  a l s o  p a s s  a 
message to the 
s t a t e 
governments.

“Niger ian 
universities need 
proper funding. It 
i s  t h e 
responsibility of  
the FG and state 
gover nment  to 
b r i n g  a b o u t  a 
viable educational 
system. That is 
w h y  w e  h a v e 

g a t h e r e d  h e r e 
today to show that 
our demands must 
b e  m e t  b y  t h e 
F e d e r a l 
Government. 

According 
to Sharon, I am in 
sol idari ty  with 
A S U U ,  t h e i r 
d e m a n d s  a r e 
genuine. If  the FG 
can't hold down 
the salar ies  of  
pol i t ical  of f ice 
h o l d e r s ,  w h y 
would they hold 
down the salaries 
of  lecturers who 
w o r k  t o  m o l d 
Nigerian future 
leaders? 

“ A S U U 
strike must end!” 
He said. 

the rector, entrance 
to the premises, 
accused the school 
m a n a ge m e n t  o f  
neg lec t ing  the i r 
w e l f a r e  a n d 
academic needs. 

O u r 
correspondent, who 
visited the school, 
observed as some of  
the students sat at 
the main entrance 
and carried placards 

w i t h  v a r i o u s 
i n s c r i p t i o n s 
d e p i c t i n g  t h e i r 
grievances. 

S o m e  o f  t h e 
placards read, 'We 
need lectures', 'We 
n e e d  e f f e c t i v e 
lecturers', 'We are 
t i red ' ,  'Not  jus t 
words,  we  need 
a c t i o n ' ,  ' A r e 
JA M B i t e s  m o r e 

important?' among 
others.

It was gathered 
that students in the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Computer Software 
Engineering, who 
resumed about a 
month ago, had yet 
t o  r e c e i v e  a n y 
lecture. 

According to 
the students, despite 
paying their fees, the 

school refused to 
employ lecturers. 

A student in the 
d e p a r t m e n t , 
Frederick Charles, 
said, “We got tired 
o f  h o w  t h e 
management was 
treating us because 
for a month since we 
resumed, we have 
not had lectures for 
a single day.”

regime of  Major 
G e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari (retd.).
She said, “Education 
is non-negotiable as 
t h e r e  i s  n o 
alternative to it. The 
insecurity we are 
experiencing today is 
t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h e 
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e 
education sector. 
“We have watched 
with total awe and 
abhorrence the near 
total  col lapse of  
tertiary education in 

l o s s ,  i n  t h e 
educational lives of  
innocent Nigerian 
children/students in 
public universities 
across the country. 
“It did not end there; 
The Academic Staff  
U n i o n  o f  
Polytechnics and 
C o l l e g e s  o f  
Education, ASUP 
and COEASU are all 
also currently on 
str ike on similar 
issues as ASUU. 
“We a l l  can  s ee 
clearly that this is an 

insecurity ravaging 
many states of  the 
Federation was a 
result of  the failure 
of  the sector. 
The group's position 
was made known by 
its Convener, Vivian 
Bello, who briefed 
journalists in Abuja.
Bel lo  noted that 
students in public 
tertiary institutions 
had spent 725 days 
out of  school as a 
result of  the ASUU 
strike at different 
t imes during the 

Nigeria. 
“ D i s t r e s s i n g 
statistics show that 
ASUU has been on 
strike for a total of  
over 725 days, since 
the beginning of  this 
administration over 
issues that bother 
l a r g e l y  o n  p o o r 
welfare, university 
autonomy and lack 
of  adequate funding 
for universities.
“ W h e n  t a l l i e d 
i n v e r s e l y ,  t h i s 
amounts to an entire 
two and half  years' 

all-around collapse 
o f  t h e  t e r t i a r y 
educat ion in the 
country,” she said. 
“It did not end there; 
The Academic Staff  
U n i o n  o f  
Polytechnics and 
C o l l e g e s  o f  
Education, ASUP 
and COEASU are all 
also currently on 
str ike on similar 
issues as ASUU. 
“We a l l  can  s ee 
clearly that this is an 
all-round collapse of  
t h e  t e r t i a r y 
educat ion in the 
country,” she said. 
Bello also called on 
the government to 
g ive  t h e  n e e d e d 
a t t e n t i o n  a n d 
resources needed to 
tackle the strike in 
the country's tertiary 
education. 
The Co-convener, 
S P E G ,  D i m e j i 
Macaulay, said they 
were waiting for the 
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e 
ASUU meeting with 
t h e  g o ve r n m e n t 
before declaring a 

Students protest lack of lecturers, lock out rector, others 
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 software firm, 

ASoft Alliance 
and Resources 

Limited, Lagos, have 
s a i d  i t  i s  o n ly  t h e 
university workers that 
are complaining about 
the efficiency of  the 
Integrated Payroll and 
Personnel Information 
System. 

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n 
interview the Director, 
Business Development,  
S o f t  A l l i a n c e  a n d 
Resources  Limited, 
Kola Lasaki, stated that 
over 100 Ministries, 
D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d 
Agencies made use of  
the IPPIS as a payment 
platform, adding that it 
came as a surprise when 
the unions alleged that 
IPPIS was an imported 
solution. 

Lasaki revealed that 
the company had offices 
in Ikeja, Lagos, Bayelsa, 
and Ekiti, saying they 
were being patronised 
b y  m a n y  s t a t e 
governments. 

R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union 
of  Univers i t ies  the 
Senior Staff  Association 
of  Nigerian Universities 
and the Non-Academic 

h e  J o i n t TAdmissions 
a n d 

M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
B o a r d  i s  s e t  t o 
c o m m e n c e 
investigations into 
reported cases of  
extortions by some 

o p e r a t o r s  o f  
Computer Based 
Test centres. 

The CBT centres 
were accused of  
o v e r c h a r g i n g 
candidates during 
registration for the 
2 0 2 2  U n i f i e d 
T e r t i a r y 

M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examinations and 
D i r e c t  E n t r y 
examinations. 

O u r 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
gathered that any 
C B T  o p e r a t o r 
found guilty would 
be  sub j ec t ed  to 

p a y m e n t  o f  
N100,000 fine. 

Reports have it 
tha t  JAMB had 
announced a fixed 
rate for the 2022 
U T M E / D E 
registrat ion and 
also provided relief  
for CBT operators 
due to the hike in 
diesel price.

However,  the 
examination body 
noted that some 
CBT operators still 
e x t o r t e d 
candidates. 

The board, in its 
week ly  bu l l e t in 
made available to 
our correspondent 
in Abuja, said, “The 
attention of  the 
boa rd  has  been 
d r aw n  t o  s o m e 
reports about some 
unscrupulous CBT 
c e n t r e  o w n e r s 

charging above the 
stipulated fee for 
services rendered to 
candidates. 

“In a statement 
made available to 
JAMBulletin, the 
b o a r d  m a d e  i t 
abundantly clear to 
a l l  i t s  s e r v i c e 
providers that it 
would not condone 
any exploitative 
tendency in any 
guise and vowed 
t h a t  i t  w o u l d 
investigate these 
reports; stating that 
any centre found 
culpable would not 
only be made to 
refund the extorted 
money, but would 
also pay a fine of  
N100,000.”

E x p l a i n i n g 
further, the board 
stated that “centre 
owners, are by this 

a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
warned that failure to 
d e s i s t  f r o m  t h i s 
nefarious act would 
a t t r a c t  a  f i n e  o f  
N100,000 and/or 
would  have  the i r 
licences to perform 
t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d 
services revoked. 

“Candidates are, 
therefore, advised to 
r e p o r t  a n y  C B T 
centre charging above 
the board's stipulated 
fee for any of  its 
services to the board. 

“It is to be noted 
that that the board 
has recently given 
access to CBT centres 
to  pe r fo r m some 
specialised services 
hitherto rendered by 
only JAMB-owned 
centres with a proviso 
that they would not 
betray the confidence 
reposed in them.” 

While declaring 
the first phase of  its 
strike on February 14, 
2 0 2 2 ,  A S U U 
p r e s i d e n t ,  P r o f . 
Emmanuel  Osodeke 
lamented that ''It is 
common knowledge 
that the IPPIS is a 
c e s s p o o l  o f  
cor r upt ion  which 
g l a r i n g l y  a n d 
e f f e c t i v e l y 
u n d e r m i n e s  t h e 
a u t o n o my  o f  t h e 
Nigerian University 
System. This payment 
p l a t f o r m  w a s 
unilaterally imposed 
by the FGN, further 
compounding  the 
m u l t i - f a c e t e d 
p r o b l e m s  o f  o u r 
u n ive r s i t i e s .  T h e 
imposit ion of  the 
IPPIS undermines the 
universal tradition of  
s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e 
system, visiting and 
a d j u n c t 
appointments, and 
other essential aspects 
o f  u n i v e r s i t y 
a u t o n o m y  b y 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o 
integrate the financial 

w i t h  o u r  u n i o n , 
thereby allowing the 
f i n a n c i a l  c h a o s 
heralded by IPPIS to 
continue. 

However, Lasaki, 
s a i d ,  “ I t  i s  a n 
indigenous company 
bui l t  by  Niger ian 
engineers. There is 
misinformation by 
those alleging that 
IPPIS  i s  fo re ign -
developed software. It 
was built in Nigeria 
and suppor ted by 
Nigerian engineers 
and hoisted in Nigeria 
and it was done in the 
light of  maintaining 
low budget. T 

“The company is 
about 17 years since 
2004. It is not only 
Nigerian universities 
t h a t  a r e  o n  t h e 
platform. Everyone in 
the different MDAs, 
over 100 MDAs are 
n o t  c o m p l a i n i n g 
about IPPIS but only 
university workers. If  
you ply a road and 
everyone is using the 
solution and you are 
on board saying the 

S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
U n i v e r s i t i e s  h a d 
d e m a n d e d  t h e 
suspension of  IPPIS  
alleging that some of  its 
members have suffered 
f r o m  e i t h e r  s h o r t -
p a y m e n t  o r  n o n -
p a y m e n t  o f  t h e i r 
salaries.

This request was one 
of  the demands of  the 
u n ive r s i t y  wo r k e r s 
which led to the ongoing 
strike. 

A s  a  m e a n s  o f  
finding a solution to the 
s e ve r a l  c h a l l e n g e s 
encountered by these 
workers, the two unions 
made efforts to create 
payment solutions. 

ASUU created the  
U n i v e r s i t y 
Tr a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
Accountability Solution 
w h i l e  S S A N U  a n d 
N A S U  c r e a t e d 
Univers i ty  Pecul iar 
Payroll and Payment 
System.

A S U U  a l s o 
dec la red  tha t  the 
strike would not be 
suspended until the 
government addresses 
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
UTAS. 

a n d  b u r e a u c r a t i c 
administration of  the 
universities into the 
Nigerian Civil Service 
structure. Our union 
insists that the IPPIS 
is incompatible with 
the peculiar attributes 
and operations of  the 
p u b l i c  u n ive r s i t y 
sy s t em.  We  sha l l 
continue to resist it. 

 ''The imposition 
o f  th i s  g ro tesque 
platform challenged 
our union to develop 
an alternative system 
t o  I P P I S  –  t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y 
Transparency and 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Solution. This locally 
developed and cost-
effective alternative 
payment platform has 
the distinct capacity to 
check corruption and 
preserve the hard-
earned autonomy of  
Nigerian universities 
for the good of  the 
country. Regrettably, 
the FGN is still foot-
d ragg ing  over  i t s 
adoption, contrary to 
an earlier agreement 

application can't do 
this and that. 

“So many things 
can account for you 
not getting what you 
think you should get 
i n  t e r m s  o f  yo u r 
salary. In IPPIS all 
taxes are harmonised, 
if  you have been short-
paying government, 
with IPPIS, you can't 
do that. 

“There is verifiable 
evidence to show that 
all the requirements 
f r o m  A S U U 
b o r d e r i n g  o n 
s e c o n d a r y 
a s s i g n m e n t , 
sabbatical, visiting, 
adjunct activities, etc 
have been adequately 
a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e 
Software. We need to 
sit and check where 
the problems are and 
resolve them.''

The three software; 
IPPIS, UTAS and 
U3PS are currently 
undergoing integrity 
tests by the National 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
T e c h n o l o g y 
Development Agency. 

JAMB to probe CBT centres
over extortion, threatens fine

Only varsity workers complaining of IPPIS – Software firm 
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n a m b r a 

ACommissioner 
for Homeland 

Affairs, Chief  Chikodi 
Anarah has debunked 
the alleged accusation 
of  being involved in the 
community crisis in 
I s u a n i o c h a ,  Aw k a 
North LGA, area of  the 
state.

Public Relations 
Officer, Ministry of  
Homeland  Af fa i r s, 
Ukpa Ewa (ANIPR) 
disclosed this in a press 
release statement made 
avaliable to Newsmen 
on Tuesday said "The 
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Homeland  Af fa i r s, 
Anambra State, Chief  
Chikodi Anarah, has 
been drawn to a report 
published in the Daily 

ne person have 

Ob e e n 
r e p o r t e d l y 

k i l l ed  a nd  s eve ra l 
properties were razed 
following an attack by 
gunmen on

O k p o c h i r i 
U k w a g b a  N g b o 
c o m m u n i t y ,  i n 
O h a u k w u  L o c a l 
government area of  
Ebonyi state.

It was gathered that 
t h e  s a i d  u n k n ow n 
g u n m e n ,  e q u a l l y 

abducted many to an 
unknown destination.

O u r 
Correspondent learnt 
that the people of  the 
area, f led from the 
community for fear of  
being killed by the said 
gunmen.

A source from the 

area, who spoke to 
J o u r n a l i s t s  i n 
Abakaliki, said that the 
gunmen invaded the 
community and started 
shooting sporadically, 
and in the process, 
killed one person and 
abducted many others.

He noted further 
that the number of  
houses razed as at press 
time were numerous.

When contacted, 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, PPRO, Ebonyi 
state command, SP 
Chris Anyanwu, said 
the command is yet to 
b e  b r i e f e d  o n  t h e 
incident.

He said as soon as 
he is briefed about 
details of  the invasion, 
he would brief  the 
press.

M e a n w h i l e  t h e 
council chairman of  
O h a u k w u  L o c a l 
Government Area Barr 
Clement Odah has 
condemned the attack 
on the innocent people 
o f  O j i o g u  a n d 
Okpochiri Ukwagba 
Ngbo on Monday night

O d a h  i n  a 
statement in Abakaliki 
r e a s s u r e d  t h a t  n o 
s tones  wi l l  be  le f t 
unturned to unravel the 
true circumstances that 
l e d  t o  s u c h 
"unwarranted attack 

and loss of  lives and 
properties."  He said 
"the council has liaised 
w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n t s  t o 
immediately move into 
the troubled area while 
working assiduously 
w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n t 
stakeholders with a view 
to ensure a quick return 
of  peace and normalcy 
t o  U k wa g b a "  “ O u r 
heartfelt sympathies go 
t o  a l l  t h e  a f f e c t e d 
families and our beloved 
b r o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e 
affected villages and 
i n d e e d  t h e  e n t i r e 
N g b o e j e o g u  c l a n . 
Council re-affirms its 
commitment to promote 
and propagate peace in 
every part of  Ohaukwu 
Local Government Area 
a n d  i n d e e d  i n  a l l 
communities," he stated. 
H o w  w e  a s s i s t e d 
Anambra save 100m 
losses to Ghost schools, 
workers - Hon Azubogu

Independent newspaper 
(online) of  June 27, 
2022 accusing him of  
c a u s i n g  c r i s e s  i n 
I s u a n i o c h a ,  Aw k a 
N o r t h  L G A  o f  
Anambra".

"He Commissioner 
is shocked at the almost 
18-paragraph story that 
r e e k s  o f  w i l d 
a l legat ions,  brazen 
bitterness, and apparent 
mission in vendetta and 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e 
erstwhile  President 
G e n e r a l  ( P G )  o f  
lsuaniocha, one Tony 
Onyeagolu who was 
removed from office as 
PG for serious criminal 
activities and who is at 
the  moment  fac ing 
mu r d e r  c h a r ge s  i n 
Court. 

He asked to know 
what joy or benefit he 
would  der ive  f rom 

causing crises in any 
community in Anambra 
State where he had just 
completed an eight year 
tenure as a Special 
Adviser on Security 
Matters with the task of  
creat ing peace and 
f ight ing  c r ime and 
criminalities. "What 
s h o u l d  s i n g l e 
Isuaniocha out for a 
different treatment out 
of  the 181 communities 
in Anambra State?", he 
asked. He continued, 
"Is Tony Onyeagolu the 
o n l y  p e r s o n  i n 
Isuaniocha that knows 
about the issues he has 
been alleging?" Chief  
Chikodi Anarah is not a 
native of  Isuaniocha 
and has no power to 
appoint or direct affairs 
within that locality. He 
is from Amanuke and 
according to him, he has 
no vested interest or 
i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
I s u a n i o c h a .  " T h e 
allegation made by the 

past PG of  Isuaniocha 
a g a i n s t  t h e 
Commissioner is a case 
of  crime fighting back. 
The former PG had 
written and sponsored 
petitions in the past just 
to malign and tarnish 
t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e 
Commissioner who had 
s e r v e d  a s  S p e c i a l 
Adviser on Security 
Matters in Governor 
W i l l i e  O b i a n o ' s 
administration for eight 
years and had received 
commendations to that 
effect".

It was in that office 
that he encountered Mr. 
To n y  O n ye a g o l u m 
w h i l e  u n l e a s h i n g 
violent crimes against 
his community. The 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s 
insistence that Tony 
Onyeagolu's activities 
must be brought to book 
is the immediate and 
remote cause of  the 
incessant spurious and 
unfounded allegations 

a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s 
orchestrated against 
him, Chief  Anarah". 

T h e y  s t a t e m e n t 
further noted that "the 
violent crimes include 
but not limited to the 
s h o o t i n g  o f  o n e 
C h i d i e b e r e  O k o ye 
whom they left in a pool 
o f  h i s  o w n  b l o o d 
believing him to have 
d ied .  He  sur v ived. 
Chidiebere who had 
only two weeks to go 
and join his footballing 
club in Spain before the 
shooting incident now 
lives in a wheel chair. 
H e  s a w  T o n y 
Onyeagolu with his 
own eyes and is the 
principal witness in the 
a t t e m p t e d  m u r d e r 
charge against Tony 
currently ongoing in 
C o u r t .  T h e  m o r e 
s e r i o u s  o n e  i s  t h e 
celebrated abduction 
and gruesome murder 
of  one Angus Okoye 
m a s t e r m i n d e d  a n d 

e x e c u t e d  b y  To n y 
Onyeagolu and his 
b o y s .  T h e  m u r d e r 
charge is also pending 
a g a i n s t  T o n y 
Onyeagolu in Court". 

"The past President 
General (PG) who the 
Commissioner also said 
i s  a  dr ug addict  i s 
however advised to take 
h i s  m e d l e y  o f  
grievances to other 
climes and possibly go 
for litigations if  he has 
any case against Chief  
Anarah". "By Governor 
So ludo ' s  v i s ion  o f  
making Anambra State 
a Liveable Smart Mega 
City, Chief  Chikodi 
Anarah's antecedents of  
hard work, integrity, 
and ethical behaviors 
are known to all, and 
t h e  v a r i e d  s k i l l s 
garnered over the years 
in his service to the State 
and commitment to 
making the State safe 
for all", the statement 
concludes.

One killed, properties razed as gunmen attack
Ebonyi community
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Anambra Commissioner debunks accusation on
community crisis
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka 

One of the burnt properties
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By Onyema Stanley

O
n January 14, 
2020, a judi-
cial coup was 
plotted and 

executed against Imo 
people. A man who 
came fourth in the 2019 
governorship election, 
Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma, was imposed on the 
people as their Gover-
nor, while the authentic 
winner of  the election, 
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedio-
ha, removed by the apex 
court. 

Imo people wept, they 
prayed and pleaded for 
a reversal of  that judge-
ment. The whole world 
stood with Imo in soli-
darity against the ano-
mie and judicial rascali-
ty and travesty. Yet, the 

perpetrators of  the heist 
remained adamant and 
unperturbed. At last, 
God chose to speak. He 
spoke in ways that reaf-
firmed His sovereignty 
over the affairs of  men.

1. Adams Oshiomhole, 
who was the National 
Chairman of  the APC 
when this evil was con-
ceived, was booted out 
from office in the most 
disgraceful manner.

 Recall that it was Osh-
iomhole that upheld the 
fake result from a pri-
mary election that never 
held in Imo which was 
purportedly won by Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma. 

Again, at the dusk of  
January 14, 2020, Oshi-
omhole was everywhere 
in Abuja dancing and 
rejoicing that their coup 

against Imo people had 
succeeded. Shortly af-
terwards, members and 
leaders of  his Ward in 
Estako, Edo State, ex-
pelled him from the par-
ty. On the strength of  
that expulsion, the court 
went ahead to sack him 
from office as National 
Chairman of  the ruling 
APC.

2. Ahmed Gulak was 
the Chairman of  the 
APC 2019 Governor-
ship Primary Election 
Panel for Imo State. He 
arrived Imo State very 
late in the evening, met 
the stakeholders of  APC 
to explain to them that 
the primary election 
would no longer go on 
as planned. 

He promised to con-
duct the election the next 

Gov. Uzodimm  a       Tanko Muhammad, ex-IGP

day. In the wee hours of  
the next day, Gulak dis-
appeared and was lat-
er found in Abuja with 
a result from the same 
election that never took 
place. 

He had written the re-
sult singlehandedly and 
declared Hope Uzod-
imma the Governorship 
Candidate of  the APC 
in Imo State. One year 
later, Ahmed Gulak met 
his untimely death in the 
hands of  unknown gun-
men on his way to the 
Sam Mbakwe Airport in 
Owerri.

3. Ismaila Isa Funtua 
was a member of  the in-
famous Kaduna Mafia. 
He was also a powerful 
ally of  President Buhari 
and member of  the ca-
bal with the Presidency. 

He was the person who 
deployed all the powers 
of  Aso Rock throughout 
the process of  upturning 
the mandate of  Imo peo-
ple and to bring in Hope 
Uzodimma. In July 
2020, Isa Funtua died of  
cardiac arrest.

4. Abba Kyari was 
Chief  of  Staff  to Presi-
dent Mohammadu Bu-
hari. He was all-powerful 
too. He worked assidu-
ously to see to the judi-
cial infamy that brought 
in Hope Uzodimma as 
Governor of  Imo State. 
However, on April 18, 
2020, Abba Kyari died 
of  COVID-19.

5. Ibrahim Tanko Mo-
hammad was the mal-
leable Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria, who was used 
to deliver the infamous 

judgment that destroyed 
democracy in Imo State 
and sacked the duly 
elected Governor. On 
the 27 of  June, 2022, 
Tanko resigned his po-
sition as CJN over some 
undisclosed deadly 
illnesses. His resignation 
and disappearance also 
came on the very same 
day that three of  Sena-
tor Uzodimma’s appoin-
tees resigned, with all of  
them describing his gov-
ernment as evil.

There is nobody who 
participated in bringing 
Uzodimma to Imo that 
ended up well, and there 
is none who came close 
to his government with-
out leaving with tears. 
God has never aban-
doned Imo State!
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
ny person travelling 
to Uturu, Isukwua-
to, Isuochi, Leru, 
Umuchieze, Nnea-

to, Lokpanta and some other 
communities in Isukwuato 
and Umunneochi LGAs of  
Abia State now go with two 
prayers: God save my soul and 
lead me home safely.

It is the same with travelers 
along Okigwe-Ihube portion 
of  Enugu-Port Harcourt ex-
pressway.

Such traveler must also en-
sure that the trip is made while 
the sun still shines bright and 
must avoid identified risky 
spots if  he wishes to reach his 
destination in peace.

This is because of  deadly ac-
tivities of  armed bandits who 
operate on and around bushes 
and roads in  the above listed 
communities.

These men of  the under-
world who have left untold 
sorrows in their trail, have 
now become self  crowne d 
kings on these roads, and  are 
also threatening to assume co-
lonial masters of  several bush-
es that stretch the flanks of  the 
the roads.

Students of  Abia State Uni-
versity, Uturu and some of  
their lecturers have fallen vic-
tims in the past and recent 
while traders and transporters 
are being kidnapped and later 
released by their abductors, af-
ter spending some days in tick 
bushes and yielding bag full of  
ransom.

While many victims of  these 
nefarious activities come out 
alive, some either die in the 
hands of  their kidnappers of  
torture or sickness especially 
if  their relatives were not able 
to provide financial demands 
of  the bandits.

Farming activities have also 
nosedived as natives of  af-
fected villages sometimes, are 
either afraid to go to farm or, 
now operate with fear, in their 
own farms!

This situation has in return, 
affected food production in 
some of  those parts of  Abia 
State and their neighbors in 
Imo as they complain that 
their  crops are allegedly de -
stroyed by cows belonging to 
Fulani herdsmen or, that  the 
farms are left unattended to, 
because of  presence of  strange 
persons.

In the last two months and 

counting, over 130 persons 
have been kidnapped on these 
roads with students of  Abia 
State university, Uturu, indi-
genes of  Umunneochi, Isuk-
wuato, farmers, travellers, 
traders, transporters being 
among the list.

The most latest notable vic-
tims are His Grace, Prelate 
Samuel Kanu-Uche, of  Meth-
odist Church Nigeria and Mr 
Uche Nwube , a media staff  
of  Ebonyi State Government 
House Press Corps.

While Prelate Uche and 
his church confirmed paying 
whopping N100m to alleged 
Fulani bandits before being 
allowed to go, nothing much 
was heard of  the kidnapped 
Ebonyi State Government 
House staff  who was abducted 
along the Okigwe-Ihube axis 
of  Enugu-Port Harcourt road.

In his chilling account after 
his release, Prelate Samuel 
Kanu-Uche pointedly alleged 
that he and two  other priests 
of  Methodist Church were 
kidnapped by young Fulani 
boys numbering about 8.

He further lamented that 
he was held in a bush not far 
from an Army checkpoint in  
Isuochi, adding that his ab-
ductors gave him a bloody eye 
and later took him to a corner 
where body of   dead past kid-
nap victims were dumped.

The Methodist number one 
man in Nigeria wondered why 
the bandits would freely oper-
ate freely in the bushes despite 
the presence of  Army check-
point.

According to him, “ They 
are Fulani boys: all the 8 are 
Fulanis. They said the day 
they will see the President or 
any of  his representatives, they 
will chew him raw, that he is 
their brother but has disap-
pointed them and has disap-
pointed Nigeria.”

 “I told them we will raise 
the money for you. But the iro-
ny of  it, where they were situ-
ated, the soldiers, all of  Fulani 
extraction, Nigerian soldiers, 
they were at Lomara junction 
and these boys were going be-
hind them.

Meanwhile, they kept their 
cows somewhere numbering 
about 200.” Prelate recalled.

But Nigerian Army in 
a statement by Brig-Gen 
Onyema Nwachukwu, Direc-
tor of  Army  Public Relations 
rejected the Prelate’s narration 
linking Army officers with kid-
napping and other criminal ac-

tivities in Umunneochi, Abia 
or any part of  the South East.

The statement read, “The 
Nigerian Army (NA) has been 
notified of  the insinuation 
making the rounds on social 
media, alleging complicity of  
troops of  the Nigerian Army 
in the kidnap incident of  the 
Methodist Prelate in Abia.”

The Army made it clear that 
the case of  Prelate and other 
priests’ kidnap was never re-
ported to the troop in charge 
of  the unit where the incident 
took place, neither was it re-
ported to Army checkpoints at 
Okigwe or the one stationed in 
front of  Abia State University, 
Uturu.

 “While the Nigerian Army 
expresses concern and sym-
pathy for the victim of  this 
heinous crime and shares in 
his pains, the insinuation that 
troops are complicit in the 

President Buha  r  i Gov. Ikpeazu

kidnap incident is not entirely 
premised on any findings of  
investigations and therefore 
cannot be swallowed hook, 
line and sinker.”

Gen Nwachukwu went on, 
“The allegations therefore rais-
es some pertinent questions 
which are still unanswered. 
Given the spate of  insecurity in 
the region, the question would 
be: Was the issue reported to 
the unit covering the area? 

 “Did the Methodist Church 
take the NA into confidence 
while negotiating the ransom 
with the kidnappers?

No formal complaint has 
been received by the unit. 
More worrisome is the fact 
that it was alleged that the ran-
som was paid in less than 24 
hours. Was the ransom paid 
to troops”, said the Nigerian 
Army.

The Army noted that the 

Methodist Prelate may be in-
vited by the Army to explain 
more about what transpired in 
his hours of  captivity.

However, some groups and 
human rights activists lik e 
Chief  (Barr) Mike Ndu have 
called for thorough investiga-
tion into the account of  the 
Methodist Prelate, demanding  
serious actions by the Abia 
State government and security 
agencies.

Abia State government had 
soon after the Prelate Uche 
and others’ release, attributed 
his freedom to the efforts of  
Abia government and security 
agencies.

But Prelate Uche in his own 
account said otherwise, insist-
ing that he was only set free 
after his church members mo-
bilised N100m for the men of  
the underworld, not  by any 
special government or  securi-
ty interventions.

A day after the Method-
ist Prelate’s release, youths 
of  Umunneochi, led by one  
Devine, embarked on a heavy 
protest around Umunneochi 
areas, demanding the imme-
diate removal of  an Army 
checkpoint in Lomara Junc-
tion in Isuochi and also called 
for demolition of  the largest 
cattle market in Lokpanta, 
Umuchieze.

The protesters who marched 
to Umunneochi LGA head-
quarters at Nkwoagu Isuochi, 
later moved to an Army check-
point at Lomara where they 
accused the Army officers 
there of  allegedly aiding op-
erations of  bandits and other 
criminal activities.

From Isuochi, the youths 
proceeded to Leru junction, 

But Prelate Uche in his own account said otherwise,
 insisting that he was only set free after his church

 members mobilised N100m for the men of the
 underworld, not  by any special government or 

 security interventions. A day after the Methodist
 Prelate’s release, youths of Umunneochi, led by 

one  Devine, embarked on a heavy protest 
around Umunneochi areas, demanding the 

immediate removal of an Army checkpoint in
 Lomara Junction in Isuochi and also called for

 demolition of the largest cattle market in Lokpanta,
 Umuchieze. The protesters who marched to 
Umunneochi LGA headquarters at Nkwoagu
 Isuochi, later moved to an Army checkpoint 

at Lomara where they accused the Army 
officers there of allegedly aiding operations 

of bandits and other criminal activities.
From Isuochi, the youths proceeded to

 Leru Junction, along Enugu-Port Harcourt road
 where they caused over two hours of traffic hold up,

 obstructing vehicular movements on the
 federal highway.

“

Cont’d on Pg. 9
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along Enugu-Port Harcourt 
road where they caused over 
two hours of  traffic hold up, 
obstructing vehicular move-
ments on the federal highway.

On Okigwe-Uturu Afikpo 
road, the story is even gorier, 
as natives, travelers, Abia State 
University students and their 
lecturers who ply the roads 
have now become regular vic-
tims of  bandits operating from 
surrounding bushes along the 
highway.

Apart from students of  Abia 
State university who have been 
kidnapped three times in 2022 
alone in large numbers, some 
lecturers of  the institution 
have also tasted bitter waters 
of  attack by the  bandits, al -
leged to be of  Fulani identity.

Timeline of  kidnappings 
around Okigwe-Uturu -Isuk-
wuato axis are as follows  : 
April 2022, 7 ABSU students 
kidnapped and later freed after 
their parents   allegedly payed 
ransom to the kidnappers.

September 2021, 2 ABSU 
students kidnapped and later 
freed. September 2021, 1 stu-
dent of  Marist College Uturu, 
Master Edeh Donald was shot 
dead at Ihube junction along, 
very close to Abia State Uni-
versity main campus. August 
2021, 2 lecturers of  ABSU, 
Prof  S. O. Eze and Mr Chris-
tian Afulike were kidnapped 
by suspected Fulani bandits 
along Uturu-Isukwuato road. 
Prof  Eze is of  Department of  
Industrial chemistry and Mr 
Afulike is of  Department of  
Mass Communication.

Christian Afulike escaped 
from his abductors at night 
and walked several kilometers 
in the tick of  the night before 
locating his way back.

In his narration, the Mass 
Communication lecturer al-
leged that his abductors were 
Fulani, two of  them the spoke 
Igbo, and one other spoke 
Akwa Ibom- Cross River ac-
cent.

April 2022, seven ABSU 
students kidnapped by ban-
dits. May 2022, 7 ABSU stu-
dents kidnapped again while 
the driver of  the commercial 
bus conveying them was shot 
dead by the bandits. Novem-
ber 2021, 10 persons were kid-
napped along Uturu-Isukwua-
to road by armed bandits and 
a female fruit seller in front of  
ABSU was raped to death on 
her way to her home at Amagu 
Mbaugwu community of  Utu-

ru.
In Umunneochi LGA, 11 lo-

cal government workers from 
Umunneochi were in Febru-
ary, ,2022, kidnapped at Leru 
community by bandits who de-
manded N25m ransom.

Their abduction was con-
firmed by Comrade Ikechi 
Nwaigwe, Abia State Chair-
man of  National Union of  
Local Government Employees 
(NULGE) who said the vic-
tims were returning from wed-
ding ceremony.

In May, 2022, Methodist 
Prelate, His Eminence, Sam-
uel Kanu-Uche and two other 
priests of  the church were kid-
napped by bandits, who col-
lected N100m before releasing 
them, after subjecting them to 
physical and emotional tor-
ture.

In his narration, Prelate Uche 
insisted that he was kidnapped 
by young Fulani bandits.

June 2022, a photographer 
with Ebonyi State government 
house press corps, Abakaliki. 
Mr. Uche Nwube was kid-
napped along the same Leru 
part of  Enugu-Port Harcourt 
expressway.

Also on June 25 during the 
burial of  gospel singer, an uni-
dentified man riding in a black 
Jeep was kidnapped by some 
bandits at Umuaku Isuochi 
who bundled him into the 
nearby bush after firing blasts 
of  gunshots, though the Police 
said the matter was not report-
ed to them.

Lokpanta, Umuchieze, Lo-
mara, Nneato and other com-
munities in Umunneochi are 
also in the ugly pictures of  
criminal activities by bandits.

And the list goes on and on.
One recurring decimal in all 

these kidnappings is that the 
bandits always emerge from 
flanking bushes, shoot guns, 
grab their victims and then re-
turn to the bushes from where 
they communicate to their vic-
tim’s families in demand for 
ransom payment.

Some female victims who 
were released by their captors 
or rescued by local vigilante 
groups, painfully complained  
of  being sexually harassed or 
abused.

The terrible situation has put 
the two LGAs in the edge of  
insecurity and social instabil-
ity, with Hon Chima Agbae-
ze, Isuikwuato LGA boss and 
his Umunneochi counterpart, 
Chief  Ifeanyi Madu losing 
sleep every night because of  

the turn events.
Also, member representing 

Umunneochi constituency, 
Hon Okey Igwe has repeatedly 
cried out that his constituents 
are now at the mercy of  crim-
inals.

Bemoaning the situation, 
women of  Uturu community 
and farmers from Isukwuato 
and Isuochi lamented that the 
presence of  military and Police 
checkpoints in their locality 
had not provided them the ef-
ficient protection.

According to them, most 
kidnapping activities like the 
one at Isuochi and Ihube junc-
tion before Abia State Univer-
sity are allegedly perpetrated at 
places not far from Police and 
Army checkpoints.

But the Nigerian Army says 
there is no truth in such claims, 
wondering why its men are not 
appreciated for their efforts in 
maintaining security of  life 
and property.

Also, Abia State Police Com-
mand, through its PPRO, Geof-
frey Ogbonna said that most of  
the kidnap incidents involving 
students of  Abia University are 
recorded at boundary towns 
with Imo State, noting that it is 
not right to assume that Abia 
State Police Command was 
not doing enough in policing 
Abia’s territory.

Ogbonna stated that that 
Abia Police has in collabora-
tion with other security agen-
cies, been helping in rescue of  
kidnapped students and other 

victims.
But several members of  the 

affected communities would 
not accept the explanations of  
these security agencies. 

To them, the crimes allegedly 
happened under the nose the 
security organisations.

To them also, Abia State gov-
ernment had abandoned them 
to fate, only  choosing to adopt 
the same strategy of  issuing 
statements condemning the at-
tacks.

According to a traditional 
ruler in Umunneochi LGA 
who spoke to News Echo un-
der anonymity, “We are only 
remembered during election 
period, after that, Umunneo-
chi does not matter thereafter. 
Our people are afraid to some-
times go to farm to avoid being 
kidnapped. Tell the Governor 
to do something. We are tired 
of  assurances,” said the  young 
traditional ruler.

Another traditional ruler 
from Isiukwuato LGA who 
also craved anonymity, alleged 
that criminal bandits operat-
ing in his community allegedly 
takes off  from Lokpanta Cattle 
Market and also return there 
to share their booty, calling 
for the closure or total security 
check on and around the Lok-
panta Market.

But the Senatorial candidate 
of  PDP for Abia North polls, 
Senator Mao Ohuabunwa told 
the people of  Umunneochi that 
the call for total demolition of  
Umunneochi Cattle Market 
and removal of  security check-
points were not the best option 
in ending the menace.

Investigations by News Echo 
states that the palace of   HRM, 
Eze Godson Ezekwesiri, the 
Ochi(1) of  Isuochi is not happy 
with the turn of  events in his 
kingdom.

The Ochi (1), according to 
the findings, together with 
other royal fathers are unhap-
py that a peaceful nation like 
Isuochi land was being turned 
into crime zone by undesirable 
elements.

Abia State University town 
of  Uturu is also suffering from 
the effects of  killings, kidnap-
pings and other crimes, as stu-
dent population is dwindling.

This is happening at the same 
time the National Universities 
Commission (NUC) is yet to 
restore the admission accredi-
tation it withdrew from ABSU 
about two months and this has 
affected the economic fortunes 
of  Uturu.

Adamu, IGP

We are only remembered during election period,
 after that, Umunneochi does not matter thereafter. 
Our people are afraid to sometimes go to farm to
 avoid being kidnapped. Tell the Governor to do
 something. We are tired of assurances,” said the

  young traditional ruler.
Another traditional ruler from Isiukwuato LGA who
 also craved anonymity, alleged that criminal bandits
 operating in his community allegedly takes off from

 Lokpanta Cattle Market and also return there to
 share their booty, calling for the closure or total 

security check on and around the Lokpanta Market.
But the Senatorial candidate of PDP for Abia North

 polls, Senator Mao Ohuabunwa told the people
 of Umunneochi that the call for total demolition of 

Umunneochi Cattle Market and removal of 
security checkpoints were not the best options in 

ending the menace.

“
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No Monkey pox in Abia - Health Commissioner
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

C
ommissioner for in 
Abia State, Dr Joe 
Osuji has said that 

the State is free of  any in-
fection of  monkey pox.

He dismissed the fear in 
some quarters that the dan-
gerous disease has entered 
the State, pointing out that 
not even one case has been 
recorded in the State.

Osuji stated this in 
Umuahia while speaking 
on the efforts put in place 
so far by Abia State govern-
ment towards preventing 
the viral disease.

He however explained 
that a neighboring State to 
Abia had already recorded 
one case of  monkey pox in-
fection, which made it im-
perative that all hands must 
be on deck  in sensitization 

of  Abia residents.
Osuji noted that special 

government teams were in 
all local government are-
as to sensitize the people 
about the deadly disease 
and the best means to avoid 
it’s infection.

He advised that any-
body who notices some 
symptoms of  monkey pox 
should not engage in  self  
treatment but to report to 
Amachara general hospital 
in Umuahia where health 
experts would profession-
ally attend to such person.

The health Commission-
er advised Abia residents to 
take advantage of  govern-
ment’s sensitization efforts 
by protecting themselves 
and their families from the 
dangerous disease, which 
is currently of  global con-
cern.

How we helped Anambra save N100m in losses 
to ghost schools, workers - Hon Azubogu
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he lawmaker repre-
senting Nnewi North 
& South, Ekwusigo 

federal constituency, Hon 
Chris Azubogu has revealed 
how he helped Anambra 
State government during the 
Peter Obi administration to 
stop N100million monthly 
losses which came under the 
disguise of  paying schools 
and workers.

News Echo reports that be-
tween 1999 to 2003, Anam-
bra State civil servants sever-
ally went on strike; at a point, 
schools were closed and stu-
dents were at home for over 
one year.

Hon. Azubogu however 
disclosed in a press statement 
that before 2007, Anambra 
State was losing the humon-

gous amount to fictitious 
workers and schools.

He lamented that before 
then, some schools only ex-
isted on paper, while funds 
mapped out for them and 
staff  of  such schools were 
pocketed by certain individ-
uals.

In his speech Azubogu 
said: “Between 1999 to 2003, 
Anambra State civil servants 
severally went on strike; at 
a point, schools were closed 
and students were at home for 
over one year.

 “As a young Tech Entre-
preneur running an IT firm in 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, 
then specializing on the use 
of  IT to solve private and pub-
lic organizational problems, I 
was so concerned about the 
unpalatable situation in my 
state and thinking of  how to 
use my talent and IT solutions 

to solve the problem.”
Azubogu said in 2007, he 

approached Anambra State 
government, headed by Mr 
Peter Obi with a proposal and 
was later given the job of  con-
sulting for them on payroll 
management.

 “We conducted biomet-
ric verification of  state civil 
servants and removed ghost 
workers and ghost schools 
from the payroll.

 “It was during that verifi-
cation exercise that I found 
out that there were schools 
that existed on papers in gov-
ernment offices at Awka, but 
were not on the ground any-
where!

 “They were what I referred 
to as ‘Ghost schools’ that 
were used to loot government 
money; thus making it impos-
sible for the government to 
pay salaries.

Court grants bail to Rivers 
PDP governorship aspirant, 
Farah Dagogo
From Godson Nwosu,
Port-Harcourt

R
ivers State High 
Court sitting in Port 
Harcourt has grant-

ed bail to member to rep-
resenting Degema-Bonny 
Federal Constituency Farah 
Dagogo on an alleged two 
counts of  conspiracy and 
cultism brought against him 
by the state government.
Trial Judge, Justice Chiwen-
du Nworgu in his ruling on 
bail application by defendant 
counsel Cosmos Eenweluzo 
granted Farah Dagogo bail 
with the sum of  twenty mil-
lion naira with one shortee 
who must deposit a Passport 
Photograph alongside the de-
fendant.

Justice Nworgu in his 
ruling also ordered that the 
embattled federal lawmak-
er must not be allowed to 
travel outside the country 
without the lief  of  the court 
and should deposit his In-
ternational passport with 
the court. News Echo reports 
that the trial Judge also di-
rected that the surety must be 
an indigene of  Rivers State 
who owes a landed property 
within Port Harcourt valued 
twenty million naira. 

Speaking to newsmen out-
side the courtroom, coun-
sel to Farah Dagogo, Cos-
mos Eenweluzo expressed 
joy that his client has been 
granted bail. He however 
expressed concern at what 
he called the stringent bail 
condition. On his part, pros-
ecution counsel Chidi Ekeh 
said they are not worried 
about the bail granted to the 
defendant, but added that the 

defendant should continue 
to appear in court to face his 
trial. Earlier before the rul-
ing, the premises of  Rivers 
State Judiciary Complex was 
sealed by security personnel 
who engage in a thorough 
check of  lawyers, journalists 
and litigants before allowing 
access into the premises. It 
will interest you to know that 
Farah Dagogo who is facing 
two count of  conspiracy and 
cultism was arrested on the 
27th of  April, 2022 at the 
venue of  the People’s Demo-
cratic Party primary election. 
He was one of  the PDP Gov-
ernorship aspirants in Rivers 
State but could not attend the 
screening because of  his in-
carceration.

Embattled IPOB leader, Nnamdi Kanu, with his lawyers at the Federal High Court in Abuja Tuesday.

Ben Uwajumogu College of Education will be in 
world map - Board Chairman
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he newly inaugurated 
board members of  Ben 
Uwajumogu College 

of  Education, Ihitte-Uboma, 
Imo State, have said that they 
will ensure that the college is 
put in the world map as one 
of  the best institutions in Imo 
State, Africa and beyond.

This assurance was given 
by the board chairman of  
Ben Uwajumogu College of  
Education, Ihitte-Uboma, 
HRH, Eze Oliver Ohanweh, 
while speaking to journalist 
after being inaugurated by 
Governor Hope Uzodimma, 
last week, at Government 
House, Owerri.

The paramount traditional 
ruler of  Ihim autonomous 
community, Isiala Mbano 

and chairman of  Okigwe El-
ders and Leaders Forum, as-
sured that the board members 
will work with one spirit to 
be able to turn the institution 
around to being a world class 
college of  education where 
students will come, learn, 
qualify and become great 
teachers who will contribute 
effectively to nation building.

Ohanweh who pointed out 
that Ben Uwajumogu Col-
lege of  Education requires 
all hands on deck to function 
effectively as it is going to be 
tasking to achieving the vi-
sion of  repositioning it to be 
among the world best insti-
tution, harped that they are 
prepared to do exploits in the 
college. “It is not going to be 
easy, but trust my capability 
and capability of  my board 

members - we are going to 
turn the institution to be one 
of  the best - a well meaning 
institution in Imo State, Afri-
ca and the world, Because we 
strongly believe that without 
education, no institution and 
without institution no valid 
government”.

He maintained that he is 
also going to be painstaking 
in anything concerning the 
development of  the school 
because I’m the chairman 
of  Okigwe Elders and Lead-
ers Forum committed to the 
peace, economic, educational 
and social advancement of  
Okigwe Senatorial Zone. I’m 
promising that anything it 
will cost me to put the school 
in major scale where students 
will come, learn and qualify I 
will do it”.

NASS insists on probing Supreme 
Court Justices’allegations  

T
he Senate has resolved 
to continue with its 
investigation into the 

crisis in the Supreme Court 
despite the resignation of  Jus-
tice Tanko Muhammad as 
the Chief  Justice of  Nigeria 
(CJN).

Lawmakers in the upper 
chamber of  the National 
Assembly made the resolu-
tion during the plenary on 
Tuesday following a motion 
moved by the Chairman of  
the Senate Committee on 
Judiciary, Human Rights 
and Legal Matters, Senator 
Opeyemi Bamidele.

Justices of  the Supreme 
Court had in a petition ad-
dressed to the immediate past 
CJN raised concerns over the 
deplorable welfare conditions 
and difficult working environ-
ment in the apex court.

Days after the development, 
Justice Muhammad resigned 
as the CJN on the grounds 
of  ill-health, cutting short his 
tenure in office which was ex-
pected to last until 2023.

Barely a day after Muham-
mad’s resignation, President 
Muhammadu Buhari swore 
in Justice Olukayode Ari-
woola as acting CJN, being 
the most senior justice of  the 
apex court.

Addressing his colleagues 
during Tuesday’s plenary, 
Senator Bamidele who cited 
Orders 41 and 51 to move the 
motion drew the attention of  
the Senate to the assignment 
given to the committee at the 
last plenary, relating to the 
state of  affairs of  the Supreme 
Court.

The Senate, in its resolu-
tion, mandated the com-
mittee to go ahead with its 
assignment in the quest to 
find a long-lasting solution 
by interacting with relevant 
stakeholders to look into the 
complaints raised in the peti-
tion by the justices.

It also directed the com-
mittee to interface with rel-
evant stakeholders in the 
three arms of  government 
and other stakeholders and 
collate aggregate views and 
positions on the short-term, 
medium-term and long-term 
measures needed to decisive-
ly address the crisis facing the 
judiciary.

The lawmakers stated this 
to include the immediate fis-
cal interventions, as well as 
long-term and sustainable 
budgetary allocations re-
quired for the optimal perfor-
mance of  the judiciary in line 
with global best practices.
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Imo police arrests suspected 
killer of  Gulak, others 
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Police Com-
mand says its opera-
tives have arrested one 

of  the suspected killers of  
a chieftain of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
Ahmed Gulak, a chieftain 
of  the All Progressives 
Congress political party 
who was murdered in cold 
blood about one year ago in 
Imo.

This was disclosed by the 
Public Relations Officer of  
the Imo State Police Com-
mand, CSP Michael Abat-

tam who briefed newsmen 
on Monday in Owerri, the 
state capital.

Parading the suspects 
alongside others, Abattam 
said Chimobi had been on 
the trail of  the command 
since the killing of  Gulak 
last year.

He stated that the suspect 
escaped during a gun battle 
between police personnel 
and his gang members at 
Aboh Mbaise shortly af-
ter the murder of  the APC 
chieftain where five of  the 
suspects were killed.

However, while fielding 

questions from newsmen, 
Chimobi claimed to be a 
commercial bus driver and 
not a member of  the crim-
inal gang.

He said Gulak’s killers 
approached him to convey 
them in his vehicle and he 
attempted to resist, but later 
gave in after they threatened 
to kill him. He admitted 
that he drove the criminals 
to the spot and blocked Gu-
lak’s vehicle which was on 
its way to the airport.

According to him, they 
shot the APC chieftain after 
he resisted the demand by 

Court dismisses Nnamdi Kanu’s
bail application

T
he Federal High 
Court in Abuja has 
dismissed the applica-

tion for bail by the detained 
leader of  the Proscribed In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu.

Justice Binta Nyako, in 
her ruling on Tuesday, said 
the suit was a gross abuse of  
the court process and an at-
tempt to continue to litigate 
on issues that have already 
been ruled on.

She, however, advised the 
applicant to approach the 
Court of  Appeal on the is-
sue of  bail, should he feel 
aggrieved by the decision of  
the court.

The trial judge stated that 
since the ruling in July 2017 
when Kanu was granted bail 
till date, the suit has suffered 
15 adjournments and the 
matter has yet to enter a sub-
stantive hearing.

She added that she was 
not satisfied with the reason 
the IPOB leader gave for his 
failure to appear in court for 
the continuation of  his trial.

Justice Nyako stated that 

from the records of  the 
court, Kanu was represented 
by his lawyer on the day his 
bail was revoked, likewise 
his sureties and he has never 
been denied a fair hearing.

She held that a court 
could vacate a previous or-
der when confronted with a 
cogent and verifiable reason.

In the trial judge’s words, 
“In the instant case, I have 
not been given any, neither 
have I been given any reason 
to set aside the order.”

She insisted that the IPOB 
leader must explain the rea-
son why he breached the 
previous bail that was given 
to him before he could enjoy 
another favourable discre-
tion from it.

Thereafter, the case was 
adjourned until November 
14 for mention and to await 
the outcome of  Kanu’s ap-
peal at the appellate court.

Tuesday’s ruling comes 
a month after the court de-
clined to release the embat-
tled IPOB leader on bail on 
May 18.

The suspects paraded by Imo State Police Command, including alleged killer of Ahmed Gulak.

... Says suit has suffered 15
adjournments, yet to enter 
substantive hearing

the gunmen that he should 
come down from the vehi-
cle.

Chimobi explained that 
the assailants later ran into 
a team of  security opera-
tives who shot repeatedly at 
the other vehicle conveying 
them until it somersaulted 
and caught fire.

Meanwhile Abattam 
also paraded other suspects  
who according to him, have 
been terrorising communi-
ties in the state, including 
members of  the gang who 
burnt the home of  the Pres-
ident-General of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Professor George 
Obiozor.

Some of  the items re-
covered from the suspects 
included; guns of  different 
calibres,  assorted charms, 
a live snake, among others.

Community wades into killing of woman 
by landlord’s son in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

E
nugwu-Ukwu Com-
munity, in Njikoka 
local government 

area of  Anambra state, has 
waded into the killing of  
one of  their daughters, Mrs 
Uzoamaka Ekpe by a man, 
suspected to be the son of  
her landlord.

In an earlier report by 
News Echo, daughter of  
the deceased, Miss Mme-
soma Ekpe had through a 
video message called for 
justice for her mother, while 
also narrating how the inci-
dent happened.

Miss Ekpe begged for 

kind hearted individuals to 
come to their aide, to help 
she and her siblings move 
out of  the compound, as 
they do not feel safe living 
in the compound of  the 
same people who killed 
their mother.

They also begged for help 
to enable them achieve jus-
tice for their mother, who 
she described as a kind 
hearted woman.

Meanwhile, Enugwu-Uk-
wu community through its 
president general, Comrade 
Bonny Ozo Nkwuaku, has 
waded in, promising to en-
sure justice for the deceased.

In a notice to members 
of  the community titled: 

Justice for Mrs Ekpe, Nk-
woaku said: “Sequel to the 
viral video released by the 
daughter of  late Mrs Ekpe 
where she narrated the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the death of  her mother last 
Saturday. I appeal for your 
calm, patience and under-
standing on this matter.

 “The Enugwu-Ukwu 
Community Development 
Union (ECDU), Onitsha 
Branch President and the 
Chairman of  Uruekwo Vil-
lage are in the know about 
this matter and have been 
working round the clock to 
ensure Justice.

 “The culprit is already 
in custody. The Anambra 

State Commissioner of  Po-
lice, Mr. Echeng Echeng, 
is equally aware and has 
promised to ensure justice 
is done.

“Few minutes ago, I per-
sonally spoke within the Po-
lice PPRO Anambra State, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, 
and our discussions were 
very cordial. The remains 
of  Mrs Ekpe who until her 
death was the wife of  Mr. 
Uche Ekpe of  Uruekwo 
Village, Enugwu-Ukwu has 
been deposited at the Bekee 
Hospital, Nimo pending 
autopsy which will be con-
ducted tomorrow.”

Police authorities who 
had on Sunday arrested the 
culprit, a 30 years old man, 
Ebube Oba had said inves-
tigation had commenced, 
promising that he would be 
charged to court.

INEC publishes Anyichuks line 
up as authentic Ebonyi PDP 
National Assembly candidates
By David Eze Abakaliki

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) has 

published the names of  Eb-
onyi State People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) national 
assembly candidates, recog-
nising those who emerged in 
the camp of  Dr. Ifeanyi 
Chukwuma Odii, popularly 
known as Ayichucks the par-
ty’s governorship candidate 
for the 2023 general elections 
in the state.

The Director of  Media and 
Publicity, AnyiChuks Cam-
paign Organization, Chief  
Abia Onyike, who disclosed 
this in a statement  in Ab-
akaliki, said all the successful 
candidates are from the line-
up of  Dr Odii who emerged 
from the PDP primaries con-
ducted on the 28th and 29th 
of  May, 2022.

Recall that a Federal High 
Court sitting in Abakalik i 
had on June 7, 2022,  nulli-
fied the rescheduled prima-
ries 

on June 4th and 5th which 
produced another set of  can-
didates including Senator 
Obinna Ogba as the party’s 
Gubernatorial candidate in 

Ebonyi State and declared 
Odii, and by extension, oth-
er candidates that emerged 
on the primaries of  28th and 
29th May 2022, as the au-
thentic candidates of  PDP in 
Ebonyi State for 2023 general 
elections

He explained that the June 
28th and 29th of  May, 2022 
PDP primaries were moni-
tored by INEC and adopted 
by the party’s NWC as the 
authentic PDP primaries in 
Ebonyi State.

The statement said: “The 
successful candidates are 
from the line-up of  the 
PDP Governorship candi-
date in Ebonyi state, Dr If-
eanyi Chukwuma Odi who 
emerged with them from the 
PDP Primaries conducted 
on the 28th and 29th of  May, 
2022. “Their Primary Elec-
tion was the one monitored 
by INEC and was adopted by 
the National Working Com-
mittee (NWC) of  the PDP as 
the authentic PDP primary 
election in Ebonyi state.

 “The Federal High Court 
had nullified the factional Pri-
mary election of  4th and 5th 
June 2022 organised by Sen. 
Obinna Ogba which INEC 
did not monitor.”
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

D
etained leader of  the 
Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), 

Nnamdi Kanu has again 
warned those fomenting 
trouble in the South-East re-
gion of  Nigeria to stop.

Kanu gave the administra-
tion on Tuesday in a video 
shortly after his court outing 
in Abuja.

While vowing to contin-
ue the Biafra struggle until 
victory would be achieved, 
Kanu said what he would 
not tolerate was the growing 
insecurity in Biafraland.

Asked whether had any 
regrets being in detention 
over Biafra, the IPOB lead-
er beamed a smile and 
quipped,” No, no. Not at 
all. Why should I be? It’s a 
struggle we expect to have.

 “But I want our people to 
be calm. I want Biafraland 
to be calm and peaceful; 
calm and very very peace-
ful. We’re fighting to defend 
our people, not to kill them. 
That’s why I’m here. I will 
continue to do so until we 
get victory.

Kanu had on Tuesday 
lost a fresh bail application 
filed before the Federal High 
court, Abuja.

The trial judge, Justice 
Binta Nyako, said she was 
not satisfied with the reason 
the IPOB leader gave for his 
failure to appear in court for 

Let Biafra land be calm, Nnamdi Kanu
warns gunmen, other criminals 

continuation of  his trial.
Dismissing the fresh bail 

application as an abuse of  
court process, the court held 
that Kanu remains in custo-
dy pending the determina-
tion of  the treasonable felony 
charge preferred against him 
by the Federal Government.

The defendant also, 
through his counsel, Chief  
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, 
challenged the revocation of  
the previously granted bail 
application.

Arguing the application, 
Ozekhome prayed the court 
to discard the order it made 
on March 28, 2019, which 
not only issued a bench war-
rant for his arrest, but also 
gave FG the nod to try him 
in absentia.

Pressing further, he noted 
that, contrary to FG’s alle-
gation that he jumped bail, 
Kanu fled for his life after 
his home town at Afarauk-
wu Ibeku in Umuahia, Abia 
State was invaded by sol-
diers, which he said led to 
the death of  28 persons.

He maintained that his cli-
ent was denied fair hearing 
before his bail was revoked.

Consequently, he attached 
eight exhibits that included 
photographs, as well as an 
affidavit he deposed to from 
Isreal after he fled from the 
country.

In her ruling, Justice 
Nyako said “In fact, his sure-
ties told the court that they 
did not know the wherea-

Senator Stella Oduah’s constituents during their graduation ceremony in Film Making and Broadcast Journalism at the 
Anambra Broadcasting Service (ABS)’s Film Academy on Monday.

bouts of  the defendant and 
even applied to be discharged 
from the matter.Therefore, 
the Defendant was not de-
nied fair hearing.

”Though a court could va-
cate a previous order when 
confronted with a cogent 
and verifiable reason, “in the 
instant case, I have not been 
given any, neither have I been 
given any reason to set-aside 
the order.

 “The present application 
amounts to an abuse of  
court process for attempting 
to relitigate an issue already 

decided by the court.If  the 
Defendant is dissatisfied, he 
has the Appeal Court to go 
to.

 “This application is ac-
cordingly dismissed”, Justice 

Nyako held.
It will be recalled that the 

court had also on March 18, 
declined to release the em-
battled IPOB leader on bail.

The court maintained that 

Kanu must explain the rea-
son why he breached the pre-
vious bail that was given to 
him, before he could enjoy 
another favourable discre-
tion from it.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State High 
Court sitting in 
Atani, Onitsha will 

on 21st September deliver a 
judgment on the exclusion of  
none indigene to contest for 
the position of   chairmanship  
in Anambra state markets.

One Mr.Onu Lawrence 
had dragged the Incorpo-
rated Trustees of  Electronic 
Dealers Association, Onit-
sha, Incorporated Trustees 
of  Anambra State Amalga-
mated Traders Association 
ASAMATA ,Anambra state 
government and others to 
court, challenging his exclu-
sion from contesting for  the 
chairmanship of  electronic 
dealers association, Onitsha .

He had sued for the en-
forcement of  his fundamen-
tal human rights as a citizen 
of  Nigeria to contest for the 
position of  chairman in the 
market. 

Onu wants the   court 
to determine whether it is 
right to deny him the right 
to contest for the position of  
a chairman of  a market he 
contributed to build, simply 
because he is not from An-
ambra state.

He had prayed the court 
to determine whether the 
constitution of  the market 

and that of  Nigeria 1999 as 
amended allow such exclu-
sion and denial   .

Other relief  he sought in-
clude perpetual orders re-
straining the respondents 
and their agents  from in -
terfering in the affairs and 
management of  the markets, 
especially in the election of  
executives.

That the market being a 
private establishment, state 
government, ASAMATA or 
other person or persons can-
not decide who manages   the 
market.

An order that all elections 
in the market shall be con-
ducted according to the con-
stitution of  electronic dealers 
association and an award 
of  N5 million as damages 
among others prayers.

The presiding Judge, Jus-
tice Alexious Okuma gave 
a date for the ruling for 21st 
September, 2022 after  all 
the parties had adopted their 
process .

Speaking to News Echo, in 
Onitsha, after adjournment, 
the applicant lawyer Barr. 
Emmanuel Ezemanari said 
he is expecting favourable 
judgment for his client be-
cause the Constitution of  the 
country does not envisage 
such exclusion.

According to him, by sec-
tion 42 of  Nigeria constitu-

Exclusion of  non-indigenes in Onitsha market: 
Court to deliver judgment Sept 21

tion, such exclusion is not 
allowed, because it violates 
his client fundamental rights 
as a citizen.

He said they are simply in 
the court for the honoura-
ble court to determine if  the 
state government, ASAMA-
TA , association of  electronic 
dealers association Onitsha 
and others  can actually stop 
one from his fundamental 
human rights  of  contesting 
for a position of  his choice in 
a market, simply he is not an 
indigent of  Anambra state.  

According to him, the mar-
ket was built under the lead-
ership of  an Imo state man 
from Akokwa and he was 
chairman for years and after 
him  another lmo state man 
was chairman for years.

“The second respondent 
who is the current chairman 
of  the market has been re-
peating this exclusion, when-
ever they want to conduct 
election in the market, those 
that are not from Anambra 
are excluded from contesting 
for chairmanship position.

Members of  the market 
contributed money to build 
the market. The man that 
constructed the market is 
from Imo State and was 
chairman for years and an-
other from Imo state was 
chairman for years.

By Grace Ofurum

T
he National lead-
ership of  the APC 
through its National 

secretary Engr. Iyiola Om-
isore has written a letter of  
reinstatement to the ousted 
Imo state APC chairman, 
Dan Nwafor directing him 
to take over the party office 
and moderate the activi-
ties of  the party as the state 
chairman.

This is coming after the 
Supreme Court gave a judge-
ment on May 27 upholding 
Nwafor led executive as the 
authentic leadership of  the 
party after series of  contro-
versial court judgements 
claims by the two factional 
executives of  the party.

The letter stated that Nwa-
for should take over the par-
ty leadership till his tenure 
elapses by July 31. The na-
tional secretary of  the party 

in the letter disclosed that 
the national party leader-
ship has taken the decision 
to comply with the Supreme 
Court judgment on the lead-
ership case of  APC and Ev-
ans Enwere.

Mean while, the south 
East National vice chairman 
of  the party Dr Ijeomah Ar-
odiogbu however in another 
letter discharged the previ-
ous letter as lacking merit.

He stated that the Na-
tional working committee 
did not at anytime hold any 
meeting concerning Imo 
APC Leadership issues and 
never mandated anyone to 
write a letter of  Nwafor’s 
reinstatement on its behalf  
and maintained that such 
letter never emanated from 
the party National leader-
ship. He therefore asked the 
party to disregard such letter 
and directed the current par-
ty chairman Hon Macdon-

ald Ebere to continue his job 
as the state party chairman 
as he stated that the Su-
preme Court has not issued 
any directives to the enforce-
ment of  the said judgment.

Also the state publicity 
Secretary of  the party Ca-
jetan Duke in a statement 
disclosed that Nwafor 
should stop parading him-
self  as the party chairman. 
He described the purported 
letter of  reinstatement as 
fake and mischievous. 

He said it is “a manufac-
tured document with mul-
tiple contradiction and ob-
vious inconsistencies.” He 
further dismissed the letter 
as “misleading and drama-
tized case of  forgery master-
minded by an unintelligent 
desperado.” He urged the 
party members and Imolites 
to disregard the letter as the 
Supreme Court judgment 
remains unambiguous and 
clear.

... Letter of reinstatement is fake – Imo APC



wo developers, TO l u w a s e g u n 
Adewara, and 

one Okeowo, have gone 
into hiding after allegedly 
defrauding no fewer than 
70 prospective tenants at 
L a w a n s o n ,  i n  t h e 
Surulere area of  Lagos 
State. 

he Economic Tand Financial 
C r i m e s 

Commission (EFCC) 
i s  se t  to  go  a f t e r 
landlords who rent 
t h e i r  h o u s e s  t o 
internet fraudsters 
a.k.a. Yahoo boys.

T h e  a n t i - g r a f t 
agency will host a 
discussion on Twitter 
Spaces to educate 
citizens this week.

The commission's 
Legal and Prosecution 
Officers will speak at 
the forum, the tenth 
e d i t i o n  o f  E F C C 
Connect.

The topic of  the 

chat, 'Give your house 
to Yahoo boys, spend 
15 years in jail', has 
elicited reactions on 
social media.

The EFCC had 
repeatedly warned 
owners of  commercial 
proper t ies  against 
m a k i n g  t h e m 
available to fraudsters.

E a r l i e r  i n  t h e 
m o n t h ,  t h e 
Abdulrasheed Bawa-
led agency met with 
the hotel owners in 
I lor in,  the  Kwara 
capital.

Z o n a l 
Commander, Michael 
Nzekwe expressed 
concern about the 

“cold complicity by 
h o s p i t a l i t y 
entrepreneurs”.

Nzekwe accused 
so m e  o f  the m  o f  
w o r k i n g  w i t h 
suspected fraudsters 
by housing them over 
a long period and 
m a k i n g  i n t e r n e t 
facilities available.

The official stated 
that such act negates 
S e c t i o n  3  o f  t h e 
Advance Fee Fraud 
a n d  O t h e r  Fr a u d 
Related Offences Act, 
2006.

“ T h e  s e c t i o n 
provides for a prison 
term of  between five 
and 15 years without 

option of  fine for any 
person who permits 
his premises to be used 
for any offence under 
the Act,” he said.

On the argument 
that  hote l ie rs  are 
business people and 
cannot  de ter mine 
who a fraudster is, 
Nzekwe explained the 
law doesn't recognise 
the position.

The EFCC told 
them to always ask 
their customers for 
m e a n s  o f  
identification and to 
i n c l u d e  t h e i r 
occupation during 
check-in procedure.

specified dates given by 
t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  b u t 
d i s c ove r e d  t h a t  t h e 
number of  prospective 
tenants outnumbered the 
apartments in the one-
storey building.

One of  the victims, 
Jacob Dunya, said the 
house had just 14 flats, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  1 2 0 

It was gathered that 
the prospective tenants 
v is i ted the  bui lding, 
w h i c h  w a s  u n d e r 
construction, to inspect 
i t s  p r e m i s e s  a n d 
a f t e r w a r d s  m a d e 
p a y m e n t s  t o  t h e 
developers. 

After confirming the 
payments, it was learnt 

prospective tenants paid 
to the developers, who 
disappeared after their 
f raudulent  acts  were 
uncovered. 

The Plateau State 
indigene said, “I paid 
N600,000 for a mini-flat 
for a year directly to the 
account of  the developer, 
Oluwasegun Olanrewaju 
Adewara, on April 26, 
2022. When I visited the 
house, I noticed that the 
work at the site was less as 
it was left for them to fix 
only the doors and the 
windows. 

“So, they gave last 
Monday to collect keys to 
my apartment. But when I 
got there, the developer 
told me the place was not 
ready and said I should 
return on Monday, June 
20, 2022. When I got 
there, I saw them fixing 
the keys to the doors and I 
was told to come back 
again this week Tuesday.

that the suspects issued 
receipts to the victims and 
set aside separate dates for 
them to take ownership of  
the apartments. 

Things, however, 
took another turn when 
the people got to the 
house on 16, Zamba 
Street, Lawason, on the 

“But the problem is 
that our people don't 
make enquiries; anybody 
who puts a board outside 
to say 'To let' or to say that 
he is a developer, people 
will just gather money 
and give him and the 
person will disappear. 
There are some of  them 
who have no addresses 
b u t  o n l y  t e l e p h o n e 
numbers, so this law 
makes it compulsory for 
anybody who wants to 
practise in that space to 
register as a practitioner. 
And once you register 
with the agency, should 
you collect money from 
anybody, it will be very 
easy to grab you. 

“Now, we have a 
team that is going round 
on enforcement. Many 
people have faced the law 
for duping people of  their 
hard-earned money and 
the agency has recovered 
money for people and 
resolved many disputes.” 
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Lagos developers defraud 70 house seekers, victims faint 

Yahoo boys: Landlords may spend 15 years
in jail – EFCC

EFCC arrests
Makinde's 'PA' for
internet fraud

he Economic and TFinancial  Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) 

has arraigned Babawale 
Daniel Olayinka for internet 
fraud.

Olayinka was arraigned 
before Justice Uche Agomoh 
of  the Federal High Court in 
Ibadan on a five-count charge 
w h i c h  b o r d e r s  o n 
cybercrime.

T h e  E F C C  s a i d  a n 
identity card recovered from 
him at the point of  arrest had 
'Personal Assistant to the 
Oyo State Governor on 
Media Matters' on it.

Olayinka was arrested 
o n  Fe b r u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2 
alongside 25 others at the 
Soka area of  Ibadan, Oyo 
State.

One of  the counts notes 
that on December 23, 2021, 
Olayinka, “not being a Visa 
Card issuer nor an authorized 
agent of  Visa Card sold four 
Visa Debit Cards on Tiger 
C o m p a n y  G r o u p  v i a 
Telegram to another person 
who is neither the issuer nor 
the authorized agent”.

The offence violates to 
Section 35 of  the Cybercrime 
(Prohibition, Prevention, 
etc.) Act and punishable 
under the same Section.

Also between February 
11 and March 21, 2022, the 
defendant is accused of  

making false statements to 
Chinedu Eneanya and his 
team of  EFCC officers about 
the ID card.

This negates Section 39 
(2) (a) and punishable under 
Section 39 (2) (b) of  the 
Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
Establishment Act, 2004.

The defendant pleaded 
“not guilty” to the charges 
filed against him by the 
EFCC.
Prosecution counsel, 
Abdulrasheed Suleiman, 
asked the court for a trial 
date and the remand of the 
defendant.
Defence counsel, Mukhtar 
Aderogba and Nurullah Musa 
informed the court that an 
application for bail had been 
filed.
Justice Agomoh granted 
Olayinka bail in the sum of 
N500,000 and two sureties in 
like sum.
They must provide an 
affidavit of means and 
possess landed properties; 
one must deposit N100,000 
with the court registrar.
Olayinka will remain at a 
correctional centre pending 
the perfection of his bail. The 
matter was adjourned till 
October 5.
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It is an exercise in self-delusion to 
think that a stable, highly valued 
naira can be decreed into 
existence. Even dictators who can 
cause multiple deaths by a few 
phone calls or mayhem by merely 
wagging their fingers cannot make 
it happen. That can only take place 
in Utopia…It is disheartening that 
the Naira is cascading downhill, 
compared to the US dollar. Right 
now, it is in the region of N602!
How strong a country's currency 
depends on how solid is its 
production base. It is a matter of 
favourable balance of trade and 
payment equations or current 
accounts. The current account is 
all transactions other than those in 
financial and capital items. The 
major classifications are goods and 
services, income and current 
transfers. The focus of the BOP is 
on transactions (between an 
economy and the rest of the 
world) in goods, services, and 
income. Though Nigeria's current 
account balance fluctuated 
substantially in recent years, 
knoema.com, reports that it 
tended to decrease from the 2001 
– to 2020 period ending at -15.8 
billion US dollars in 2020. A 
corollary of this is that it has a 
domino effect on how rich the 
citizens are or how high or low 
their human development index 
will be. It is a chain process. When 
we were growing up, the textiles 
used to run about three shifts. The 
night trips of the workers on their 
Raleigh bicycles at night were a 
beauty to behold. Those have 
slipped into the scrap heap of 
history.
Nigeria has somewhat become the 
graveyard of manufacturing 
companies. Carcasses of once 
buoyant companies litter big cities 
like Ijebu Ode, Ibadan, Kano, 
Lagos, Onitsha, and others. In his 5 
April 2020 essay, Of Nigeria's Dying 
Factories and Exodus to Ghana, 
published on myengineers.com, 
Babatope Babalobi, a doctorate 
researcher, Department of Health, 
University of Bath, UK, wrote: 
“World Bank Enterprise survey 
reported 322 private firms closed 
down in Nigeria between 2009 and 
2014 due to stifling business 
regulations, corruption, and 
pol i t ica l  environment.  The 
Director of Economic and Statistics 
Department, for Manufacturers' 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N i g e r i a ,  
Oluwasegun Osidipe, said 196 
manufacturing companies shut 
down their operations between 
2015 and 2017 due to the biting 
recession.”
Here is the unenviable list: Berec 
Batteries; Exide Batteries; Okin 

Biscuits; Osogbo Steel Rolling 
Mills; Nigeria Sugar Company; 
Bacita; Tate and Lyle Sugar 
C o m p a n y ;  M a t c h e s  
Manufacturing Company, Ilorin; 
Nigeria Paper Mill Limited located 
in Jebba, Kwara State; Nigerian 
N e w s p r i n t  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Company Limited, Oku-Iboku, 
Akwa Ibom State; and the Nigerian 
National Paper Manufacturing 
Company Limited in Ogun State.
Go through Nigerian roads, you 
will count a rainbow coalition of 
different cars, manufactured by 
different countries and imported 
into Nigeria. That is to the 
detriment of the Nigerian's 
automobile assembly plants that 
have, over the years, closed down. 
These are Peugeot Automobile 
Nigeria Limited, Kaduna, set up in 
1975; Volkswagen of Nigeria 
Limited, Lagos, established in 
1 9 7 8 ;  A n a m b r a  M o t o r  
Manufacturing Limited, Emene, 
Enugu, set up in 1980; Steyr 
Nigeria Limited Bauchi; National 
Truck Manufacturers, Kano; Fiat 
Production; and Leyland Nigeria 
Limited Ibadan.
The textiles sector is among the 
worst hit! Babalobi listed them: 
Afprint Nigeria Plc; President 
Industries Nigeria Ltd; Aswani 
Industr ies  Nigeria L imited;  
Nigerian Synthetic Fabrics Limited; 
and First Spinner Pls all in Lagos 
State. Others are United Nigeria 
Textile Limited; Arewa Textiles; 
Kaduna Textile Limited; Unitex 
Limited; Supertex Limited all in 
Kaduna State; Kano Textile Printers 
Limited; Asaba Textiles Mills; Aba 
Textile Mills Limited, Aba; Edo 
Textiles Mills Limited Benin, and 
Odua Textile Industries Limited, 
Ado Ekiti. Thirty-eight major 
textile companies, according to 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  T e x t i l e  
Manufacturers'  Association, 
closed down business in Nigeria 
between 1999 and 2009. He 
a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  
“liberalisation policy that opened 
Nigerian borders to cheaper 
textiles from China, coupled with 
smuggling of foreign textiles killed 
the once vibrant and thriving 
textile industry.”
T h i r t y - e i g ht  m a j o r  tex t i l e  
companies closed down business 
in Nigeria between 1999 and 2009, 
according to the Nigerian Textile 
Manufacturers' Association. These 
firms include Afprint Nigeria Plc; 
President Industries Nigeria Ltd; 
Aswani Industries Nigeria Limited; 
Nigerian Synthetic Fabrics Limited; 
and First Spinner Pls all in Lagos 
State. Others are United Nigeria 
Textile Limited; Arewa Textiles; 
Kaduna Textile Limited; Unitex 

Limited; Supertex Limited all in 
Kaduna State; Kano Textile Printers 
Limited; Asaba Textiles Mills; Aba 
Textile Mills Limited, Aba; Edo 
Textiles Mills Limited Benin, and 
Odua Textile Industries Limited, 
Ado Ekiti. In 2018, the Kano branch 
of the MAN reported that 232 
manufacturing plants out of the 
338 existing in Sharada/Challawa 
and Bompai Industrial estates, in 
Kano City closed down between 
1994 and 2018. Factory workers 
became jobless and swelled the 
army of those Satan could hire for 
his workshop, especially so in a city 
that is notorious for pious 
mayhem!
No country will willingly allow its 
industries to go down. Many 
factors lead to this: unstable 
e n e rg y  s u p p l y,  i n s e c u r i t y,  
kidnappings, insurgency, ports 
co n ge st i o n ,  p o o r  ra i l ways  
infrastructure, high cost of forex, 
multiple tax regime, and others.
Now that 2023 is inching closer 
and many presidential candidates 
-who wish to be elected into 
positions where they will be able 
to determine who gets what, when 
and how – have signified interest, 
it is necessary to look at what each 
promises to offer. These should be 
one of the concerns, not attacks on 
individuals.
Nigeria hopes to ape China which 
has 3000 special economic zones. 
Though Nigeria may not achieve 
that number, there is a process in 
p l a c e .  P r o f e s s o r  A d e s o j i  
Adesugba, the Managing Director 
of Nigeria Export Processing Zones 
Authority (NEPZA) revealed this 
during the defence of the 2021 
Budget and the presentation of 
that of 2022 before the House 
Committee on Commerce and 
Senate Committee on Trade, 
Industry and Investment on 
November 3 and November 10 last 

year.
In his words: “Infrastructure 
development in the zones is the 
ultimate attraction to this concept. 
We shall not be dissipating too 
much energy in promoting the 
concept if the right infrastructures 
are in place.
“China has about 3000 state-of-
the-art free trade zones and has 
leveraged them to transform its 
economy to an enviable form. This 
is indicative of the socio-economic 
possibilities embedded in this 
global concept. We need to, 
therefore, rethink our strategies to 
improve appropriation and 
funding of the free trade zones if 
the country truly aims at using 
them to accelerate economic 
growth. We have to develop a 
formidable special economic zone 
structure that can stand the test of 
time. What is, therefore, required 
is the political will to substantially 
enhance its funding.
If we failed to do this, the country 
will finally become a dumping 
ground for goods and services 
from other African countries due 
to the current trade liberalisation 
mechanism allowed by the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement 
(AFCTA). Nigeria must become 
competitive by being a producing 
nation as opposed to being a 
consuming nation.”
At a time when banks like to lend 
money to importers of containers 
of manufactured goods from 
abroad at double digits, they 
would not touch  Nigerian 
manufacturers with a one-
kilometre pole, whoever becomes 
President should expand the 
availabil ity of development 
finance to support manufacturing. 
In their essay, Development 
Finance: Filling Today's Funding 
Gap, published on July 31, 2018, 
on www.brookings.edu, George 

Ingram and Robert A. Mosbacher, 
Jr wrote that in recent years, 
d e v e l o p m e n t  f i n a n c e  h a s  
emerged as an increasingly 
important tool to fight global 
poverty and reduce income 
inequality. “In many cases, it has 
b e c o m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
complement to ODA and integral 
to achieving the SDGs. Whereas 
the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) were focused on 
increasing donor assistance to 
developing countries, the SDGs 
include a comprehensive set of 
objectives for every country and 
emphasize all forms of finance, 
particularly from the private 
sector. Agenda 2030 recognizes 
that the private sector is not only a 
source of capital, but also a source 
of jobs, innovation, technology, 
k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  p ra c t i c a l  
experience.”
Therefore, the new President 
should intensify and expand 
existing reform efforts to ensure 
that the regulatory compliance by 
businesses is cost-effective, 
speedy and less cumbersome; 
digitize the application processes 
of business regulatory agencies for 
greater efficiency; expand the pool 
of available judges by appointing 
more judges to clear backlog cases 
and boosting the remuneration 
and benefits of judicial officers and 
staff.
The Nigerian landscape from 
Sokoto to Lake Chad; the Gulf of 
Guinea to the Lagos Lagoon side; 
and even the “Y” shaped troughs 
of Rivers Niger and Benue which 
empty into the sea in a dendritic 
pattern, can be monitored by 
drones and coordinated from a 
situation room, manned by 
personnel of the Nigerian armed 
forces. With that, there will be no 
hiding place for terrorists, bandits 
and other criminals.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Reviving the Naira and dead industries: Challenge of next Nigeria's
President
By: Ademola Adegbamigbe
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Russian Defence Minister, Sergei Shoigu, inspects Russian troop units engaged in Ukraine-Russia con�ict.

R
ussian forces were 
fighting on Monday 
to achieve one of  their 
strategic objectives in 

Ukraine as Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists said they were pushing into 
Lysychansk, the last major city 
still held by Ukrainian troops in 
eastern Luhansk province.

Lysychansk’s twin city of  Siev-
ierodonetsk fell on Saturday in a 
victory for Moscow’s campaign to 
seize the eastern provinces of  Lu-
hansk and Donetsk on behalf  of  
pro-Russian separatists.

Tass news agency on Sunday 
quoted a separatist official as say-
ing Moscow’s forces had entered 
Lysychansk from five directions 
and were isolating Ukrainian de-
fenders. Reuters could not con-
firm the report.

The General Staff  of  Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces said Russian forces 
were using artillery to try to cut 
off  Lysychansk from the south but 
made no mention of  separatists 
entering the city.

Elena, an elderly woman from 
Lysychansk, was among dozens 
of  evacuees who arrived in the 
Ukrainian-held town of  Pokrovsk 
by bus from frontline areas.

“Lysychansk, it was a horror, 
the last week. Yesterday we could 
not take it any more,” she said. “I 
already told my husband if  I die, 
please bury me behind the house.”

The RIA agency quoted a sep-
aratist official as saying separatist 
forces had evacuated more than 
250 people, including children, 
on Sunday from Sievierodonetsk’s 
Azot chemical plant.

The industrial area was the last 
part of  Sievierodonetsk held by 
Ukrainian forces before they with-
drew on Saturday after weeks of  
heavy fighting which left the town 
in ruins.

KYIV STRIKES
Russian missiles struck an apart-

ment block and close to a kinder-
garten in Kyiv on Sunday as world 
leaders gathered in Germany to 
discuss further sanctions against 
Moscow.

Deputy Mayor Mykola Povor-
oznyk said one person was killed 
and six wounded in the first Rus-
sian attack on the capital in weeks.

In his nightly address, Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy said a wounded seven-year-old 
girl was pulled from the rubble 
of  a nine-storey apartment block. 
The girl’s father was killed in the 
strike, he said.

“She was not threatened by an-
ything in our country. She was 
completely safe, until Russia itself  
decided that everything was equal-
ly hostile to them now - women, 
children, kindergartens, houses, 
hospitals, railways,” Zelenskiy 
said.

A Ukrainian air force spokes-
person said the strike was carried 
out with four to six long-range 
missiles fired from bombers more 
than 1,000 km (621 miles) away 
in southern Russia.U.S. President 

Joe Biden called the strikes acts of  
“barbarism”, as leaders from the 
Group of  Seven nations gathered 
for a summit in Germany. Russia 
denies targeting civilians.

Other G7 leaders mocked Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin as 
they gathered for a group photo-
graph at the summit.

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson suggested the leaders bare 
their chests and “show them our 
pecs” in reference to Putin’s shirt-
less poses over the years, including 
on horseback.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said: “We’re going to get 
the bare-chested horseback riding 

Russian forces turn sights on Lysychansk
in battle for Eastern Ukraine

display”. European Union Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen replied: 
“Oh yes. Horseback riding is the 
best.”

Britain, Canada, Japan and 
the United States proposed a ban 
on imports of  gold from Russia, 
aimed at wealthy Russians who 
have been buying safe-haven bul-
lion to reduce the financial impact 
of  Western sanctions.

The leaders gathered in the Ba-
varian Alps are also expected to 
discuss a possible price cap on Rus-
sian oil and efforts to tackle soar-
ing global food and energy prices.

The United States is likely to 
announce this week the purchase 

of  an advanced medium to long 
range surface-to-air missile defense 
system for Ukraine, a source famil-
iar with the matter told Reuters on 
Sunday.

Russian missiles also on Sunday 
struck the central city of  Cherkasy, 
which until now had been largely 
untouched by bombardment, ac-
cording to authorities who said 
one person was killed and five oth-
ers wounded.

Ukrainian presidential adviser 
Oleksiy Arestovych said the attack 
also hit a strategic bridge linking 
western Ukraine and the eastern 
battlefields.

“They are trying to limit the 

transfer of  our reserves and West-
ern weapons to the east,” he told 
Reuters.

Russia’s defence ministry said it 
had used high-precision weapons 
to strike military training centres 
in the regions of  Chernihiv, Zhy-
tomyr and Lviv, an apparent refer-
ence to strikes reported by Ukraine 
on Saturday. There was no imme-
diate comment about Sunday’s 
strikes on Kyiv or Cherkasy.

Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 
24 in what the Kremlin called a 
“special military operation” to rid 
the country of  far-right national-
ists and ensure Russian security.

Bankrupt Sri Lanka opens oil market to foreign firms

C
ash-strapped Sri Lanka 
announced Tuesday it 
was opening its oil market 
to foreign competition, 

a day after chronic fuel shortages 
forced a nationwide halt to petrol 
and diesel sales.

The South Asian island country 
is suffering an unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis because it cannot af-
ford to import essentials, including 
enough oil and gas to meet energy 
needs. 

Lengthy blackouts are now a 

feature of  daily life, while motorists 
have been forced to wait in daylong 
queues for scarce supplies of  petrol. 

A rationing system has been in 
effect but on Monday night the gov-
ernment banned fuel sales for two 
weeks to conserve Sri Lanka’s limit-

ed stockpiles for emergencies. 
Ministers said the crisis had made 

it an appropriate time to allow mar-
ket entry from firms in oil-produc-
ing nations “to enable them to im-
port and sell fuel using their funds”, 
a cabinet statement said Tuesday. 

Sri Lanka’s oil industry was na-
tionalised in 1961, though a third 
of  the market was granted to a local 
unit of  India’s state-owned oil and 
gas company in 2003. 

Despite the sales ban, long 
queues of  vehicles were seen out-
side pumping stations on Monday 
with motorists hoping to top up 
whenever supplies resumed.

The government has dispatched 
ministers to Russia and Qatar to 
source discounted oil, while Pres-
ident Gotabaya Rajapaksa this 
week met with Moscow’s envoy in 
Sri Lanka to discuss fuel and other 
imports. Sri Lanka defaulted on its 
$51 billion foreign debt in April and 
is currently in bailout talks with the 
International Monetary Fund. Sri Lankan security personnel guard a fuel station in Colombo
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dion Ighalo 

Ofired a brace to 
crown Al Hilal 

champions of  Saudi 
Arabia.

The Super Eagles 
striker also finished top 
scorer in the Saudi 
league with 24 goals.

Al Hilal beat Al 
Fa i sa ly  2 -1 ,  whi le 
closest rivals Al Ittihad 
failed to beat Al Batin 
at home following a 
goalless draw.

helsea are 

Cs e t  t o  g o 
t h r o u g h 

with a double raid on 
Manchester City.

T h e  L o n d o n 
c l u b s  a r e  n o w 
looking to sign both 
Raheem Sterling and 
Nathan Ake from the 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
champions.

T h e  B l u e s ' 
interest in Sterling 
has been reported in 
the British media in 
recent weeks.

However,  The 
Daily Telegraph now 

n g l a n d Es e n s a t i o n 
J u d e 

B e l l i n g h a m  i s 
e m e r g i n g  a s  a 
transfer target for 
Real Madrid – next 
summer.

L o s  B l a n c o s 
h a v e  a l r e a d y 
splashed out on a 
m i d f i e l d e r  t h i s 
summer, securing 
A u r e l i e n 
Tchouameni from 
Monaco.

According  to 
AS, Real are already 
eyeing 18-year-old 

Bellingham as one 
for the future.

Real see him as 
someone who can 
form a part of  their 
midfield for the next 
decade.

The Bor uss ia 
Dormtund star, who 
is also wanted by 
Liverpool, will likely 
c o m m a n d  a 
mammoth transfer 
fee.

Dortmund have 
no desire to sell, 
while there is no 
release clause in his 
contract either.

states that Thomas 
Tuchel's side want to 
sign former youth 
star Ake as well.

C h e l s e a  w e r e 
h o p i n g  t o  s i g n 
Matthjis De Ligt or 
Jules Kounde, but 
may have been priced 

out of  those moves.
N ow  t h e y  a r e 

t u r n i n g  t h e i r 
attention to Ake, who 
Tuchel sees as the 
ideal player to field at 
left center back in his 
back three formation.

atar warned Qthe general 
p u b l i c 

Sunday against the 
use of  unauthorised 
vehicle license plates 
with the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 logo, 
after it auctioned off  
dozens of  number 
plates for hundreds 
o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
dollars.

“It is prohibited to 
copy and install the 
World Cup logo on 
the vehicle number 
plate,” tweeted the 
interior ministry, 
w a r n i n g  t h a t 
violators would face 
legal action.

“ T h e  p l a t e s 
containing the World 
C u p  l o g o  a r e  a 
special version that 
are issued according 
to specific terms and 
c o n d i t i o n s  i n 
coordination with 
F I FA …  a n d  f o r 
auctioned special 
number plates only,” 

it said.
F i f t y  l i c e n s e 

plates bearing the 
World Cup logo were 
put up for auction in 
May, with the most 
expensive one going 
for 1.8 million Qatari 
riyals ($494,000).

In May, the Qatari 
authorities said five 
people were arrested 
“for promoting the 
s a l e  o f  c l o t h e s 
bearing the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 
2022 logo without 
o b t a i n i n g  p r i o r 

a p p r o v a l  f r o m 
F I F A ” ,  w h i c h 
p r o t e c t s  i t s 
trademarks.

This came after 
authorities last year 
r a i d e d  a  f a c t o r y 
making perfume that 
was to be put  in 
Wo r l d  C u p  l o g o 
b r a n d e d  b o t t l e s, 
without arresting 
anyone. There is no 
official perfume.

FIFA is  wor ld 
football's governing 
body and Qatar is to 
host the World Cup 
between November 
21 and December 18.

Ighalo opened the 
scoring af ter  seven 
minutes when he turned 
sharply inside the box 
before he rifled into the 
roof  of  the net for the 
opening goal.

He  doub led  h i s 
t e a m ' s  l e a d  o n  6 4 
minutes  before  the 
v is i tors  halved the 
deficit 20 minutes from 
time.

A l  H i l a l  t h u s 
finished top of  the 

standings on 67 points 
from 30 matches, three 
points more than Al 
Ittihad.
It was a successful title 
defence for the Riyadh 
club, who have now 
won the Pro League 
crown 18 times 
including the last three 
years.
Anthony Nwakaeme is 
expected to join Al 
Ittihad in the new 
season as a free agent 
from Turkish champions 
Trabzonspor.

Ighalo on fire hits brace to crown Al Hilal champions of Saudi Arabia 

Ighalo celebrating his goal

Qatar warns against unauthorised
use of W/Cup logo 

Transfer window: Chelsea include
Ake in Man City talks over Sterling 

Tuchel Ake and Sterling

Real Madrid threatening Liverpool
plans for Dortmund star Bellingham
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Guardiola.
The Manchester City 

forward looks set to make 
the  swi t ch  to  Nor th 
London, joining Arsenal 
for £45 million

J e s u s  w o u l d  b e 
Arsenal's fourth signing of  
the summer, following 
B r a z i l i a n  t e e n a g e r 
Marquinhos, Portuguese 
midfielder Fabio Vieira 

abriel Jesus has 

Gr e p o r t e d l y 
completed his 

medical as he gets set to 
complete his £45million 
move to Arsenal from 
Manchester City.

The 25-year-old was 
seen getting out of  a car 
and hugging the club's 
technical director and 
Brazilian compatriot Edu, 
as he arrived in north 
L o n d o n  o n  Tu e s d ay 
morning.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Fabrizio Romano, Jesus 
successfully completed his 
medical and an official 
statement is 'pending' to 
confirm his move to the 
Emirates.

He is expected to put 
pen to paper on a five-year 
contract at Arsenal, as he 
looks  to  ge t  r egu la r 
starting time after failing 
to hold down a starting 
s p o t  u n d e r  P e p 

'Tigers sit Dt o p  o f  
Group A 

with five points 
from three games 
and will start their 

campaign against 
Cape  Verde  on 
Friday, July 1 and 
take on Mali on 
Saturday. 

N i ge r i a  w i l l 
battle Uganda in 
the last game of  the 
w i n d o w  o n 
Sunday, July 3 at 
the BK Arena in 
Kigali. 

In this window, 
1 6  t e a m s  w i l l 
compete for the 
s e c o n d  l e g  o f  
matches earl ier 

d e c i d e d  i n 
November 2021 
and March 2022. 

The top three 
teams from each 
group will advance 
t o  t h e  s e c o n d 
round where each 
team will play six 
games. The two 
top teams in each 
group, along with 
t h e  b e s t  t h i r d -
placed team, will 
qua l i fy  fo r  the 
FIBA Basketball 
World Cup 2023. 

and goalkeeper Matt 
Turner.

City stand to make a 
tidy profit on a player they 
paid around £27million 
for in 2017.

Je s u s  p l aye d  a n 
important role last season 
following the champions 
fruitless pursuit of  Harry 
Kane but his chances will 
be limited following the 

arrival of  Erling Haaland 
from Borussia Dortmund.

D e s p i t e  s c o r i n g 
s o m e  k e y  g o a l s , 
consistency has been an 
issue throughout his five 
ye a r s  a t  t h e  E t i h a d 
Stadium.

Je s u s ' s  c o n t r a c t 
expires  next  summer 
when he could have left on 
a free transfer and City 
continue to monitor their 
finances closely with 
others set to follow the 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited have 
m a d e 

headway in negotiations 
with FC Barcelona over 
key  summer  ta rge t 
Frenkie de Jong.

E r i k  t e n  H a g 
coached the 25-year-old 
at Ajax and feels the 
midfielder will be an 
important part of  the 
r e b u i l d  h e  i s 
under taking at  Old 
Trafford.

Manchester United 
are understood to have 
made positive progress 
i n  t a l k s  w i t h  F C 
Barcelona and a deal of  
around 65million euros 
(68.5 million dollars) 
plus add-ons has been 
lined up.

T h e r e  r e m a i n s 
i s s u e s  t o  i r o n  o u t 
though, but the first 
signing of  the Ten Hag 
era appears to be edging 
closer.

The acquisition of  a 
box-to-box midfielder 
has been a focus for the 
n e w l y - a p p o i n t e d 
D u t c h m a n ,  w h o 

arcelona and Ba g e n t s  f o r 
O u s m a n e 

Dembele broke up 
from the meeting on 
transfer talks.

Moussa Sissoko 
t o u c h e d  d ow n  i n 
Barcelona on Monday 
morning and went into 
a meeting with Barca 
s p o r t i n g  d i r e c t o r 
Mateu Alemany in the 
afternoon.

Copy video url

S p o r t  s a y s 
A l e m a n y  d i d  n o t 
present any new offer 
in this meeting to 
pressure the French 
player, but it was the 
player's own agent 
who explained to the 
sports department that 

i f  B a r c e l o n a 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e 
conditions offered that 
have been on the table 
for several months, 
Dembélé could not 
accept them.

D e m b e l e  h a s 
several proposals and 
i s  d e l a y i n g  a n y 
decision due to his 
desire to continue at 
Barça, but he hopes 
that the club will make 
an effort to approach 
the financial offers that 
have arrived.

“ U n d e r  t h e s e 
conditions, he will not 
continue,” said the 
player's agent.

Representatives for 
Barcelona explained 

the complications they 
h ave  i n  t e r m s  o f  
making an improved 
offer and fitting into 
the financial fair play 
scheme imposed by 
LaLiga.

oversaw his first training 
session as Red Devils 
manager on Monday.

Manchester United 
h ave  s t r u g g l e d  f o r 
midfield control and 
balance in recent years, 
while the departure on 
free transfers of  Paul 
Pogba and Nemanja 
Matic have weakened 
their options.

The duo are among 
a number of  high-profile 
departures this summer 
as Edinson Cavani, 
Jesse Lingard and Juan 
Mata also left at the end 
of  their deals.

Work is afoot to add 
more faces and some 

peripheral players are 
on their way out, with 
back-up goalkeeper 
Dean Henderson set to 
join Nottingham Forest 
on loan.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Manchester  Uni ted 
teenager Zidane Iqbal 
has signed a new and 
improved deal at the 
club.

The Mancunian of  
Iraqi  and Pakistani 
heritage made his debut 
in December's UEFA 
Champions  League 
match against Young 
Boys and has signed a 
deal until June 2025.

striker out of  the door as 
Pep Guardiola tweaks his 
side.

Jesus scored 95 goals 
in 236 appearances for 
Man City after arriving at 
the club for £27m in 
January 2017.

The deal is set to end 
Arsenal's search for a 
s t r iker  fol lowing the 
departure of  Alexandre 
L a c a z e t t e ,  w h o  i s 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  L y o n . 
Arsenal elected not to buy 

a striker in the January 
transfer window despite 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang jo ining 
Barcelona.

He will compete for a 
starting berth alongside 
academy striker Eddie 
Nketiah.

T h e  B r a z i l i a n 
previously worked with 
Arteta, when the Spaniard 
was assistant to Guardiola 
at the reigning Premier 
League champions.

Wednesday 29 - Thursday 30 June, 2022 

Barcelona and Dembele's agents
yet to agree ahead of 'final decision

NBBF names 12-man D'Tigers squad for FIBA
World Cup qualifiers s

Dembele

Gunners set to announce done deal as Gabriel J
completes medical 

Jesus

Manchester United making progress to
sign Barca midfielder de Jong

De Jong
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The fresh news people

r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u PBuhari has on Monday 
administered the oath of  

of f ice  on Just ice  Olukayode 
Ariwoola as the acting Chief  Justice 
of  Nigeria (CJN), after, the outgone 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria (CJN) 
Tanko Muhammed had bowed to 
pressure and resigned his position 
after 14 other Supreme Court 
Justices had on June 20 written a 
protest letter to the then CJN Tanko, 
lamenting the difficulties they were 
facing in carrying out their duties.

The swearing-in of  Ariwoola, 
the next most senior in the hierarchy 
of  the Supreme Court, as the new 
CJN is coming after Justice Tanko 
M u h a m m e d  t e n d e r e d  h i s 
resignation letter on health ground.

Justice Ariwoola was born on 
Aug. 22, 1958 and appointed a 
Justice of  the Supreme Court of  
Nigeria in 2011.

He was appointed a Justice of  
the Supreme Court in 2011. He was 
a Justice of  the Court of  Appeal 
between 2005 and 2011 after having 
been elevated from the State High 
Court of  Oyo State.

Justice Ariwoola was first 
appointed a Judge of  Superior 
Court of  record in Oyo State in 1992 
from private legal practice.

Ariwoola will retire by 2028, 
served as Justice of  Court of  Appeal 
in Kaduna Enugu and Lagos 
Divisions before his elevation to the 
Supreme Court.

This is coming against the 
backdrop of  protests by 14 Justices 
of  the Supreme Court to the CJN, 
lamenting the perilous state of  
affairs in the court.

M u h a m m a d  w a s  f i r s t 
appointed in January 2019, after 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
suspended Chief  Justice Walter 
Onnoghen over allegations of  false 
declaration of  asset before his 
tenure in the acting capacity was 
extended by three months in April, 
same year.

The protest letter by the 
j u s t i c e s  h a d  r e c o r d e d  t h e 
operational challenges that have 
almost crippled the eff icient 
adjudication of  cases at the court.

The aggrieved justices led by 
the second most senior judge of  the 
Supreme  Cour t ,  O lukayode 
Ariwoola, listed the issues to 

include: vehicles, electricity tariff, 
supply of  diesel, Internet services to 
Justices' residences and offices, and 
as well epileptic electricity supply to 
the court.

After complaints that were 
raised at a March 2022 meeting 
“after several persistent requests to 
hold the meeting,” a “welfare 
committee” was set up to aggregate 
the issues.

But the justices said, “Your 
Lordship (the CJN) received and 
ignored these demands since 24th 
March 2022.”

The letter indicated some 
justices who were sworn in two 
ye a r s  a g o,  l a c k  r e s i d e n t i a l 
accommodation at the court.

“At the Justices meeting, we 
intimated your Lordship that some 
Justices sworn on the 6th day of  
November 2020 were yet to be 
accommodated by the Court.

On the issue of  overseas 
training, the CJN was accused of  
globetrotting with his “spouse, 
children and personal staff,” while 
depriving the rest of  the judges of  
the Supreme Court of  such. On two 
occasions when the judges travelled 
overseas for the training, they said, 
they were not allowed to go with an 
assistant as it used to be under 
previous administrations.

“We demand to know what has 
become of  our training funds, have 
they been diverted, or is it a plain 
denial?” the justices queried.

“Your Lordship's assumption 
of  office Justices only attended two 
workshops in Dubai and Zanzibar. 
They were not accorded the 
p r iv i l ege  o f  t rave l l ing  wi th 
accompanying persons as was the 
practice,” the letter said.

The altercations between the 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria (CJN), 
Tanko Mohammed and Supreme 
Court Justices did not go down well 
with the senate as it urged its 
Committee on Judiciary, Human 
Rights and Legal Matters to 
Investigate the matter with the aim 
of  resolving it.

While swearing-in on Justice 
Olukayode Ariwoola as the acting 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria (CJN), the 
State House, Abuja, President 
Buhari surprisingly expressed 

regrets over Tanko's resignation 
before his actual due date, Buhari 
said “Ordinarily, he (Tanko) was 
scheduled to retire from the 
Supreme Court on the last day of  
2023.

“Unfortunately, as no man is 
infallible, ill-health has cut short 
Chief  Justice Tanko's leadership of  
the Nigerian Judiciary at this time.

“I am therefore constrained to 
accept his retirement, albeit with 
mixed feelings. Much as one may 
wish that the Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria Muhammed Tanko is able 
to fully serve his term in office, it 
presupposes that he is able to 
perform the functions of  the Office 
without let, hindrance or any form 
of  disability.

“The instant resignation of  
Justice Tanko is however envisaged 
under Section 231(4) of  the 1999 
Constitution as amended which 
contains provisions relating to 
vacancy and the occupant of  the 
Office of  Chief  Justice of  Nigeria 
being unable to perform the 
functions of  the Office for any 
reason.''

While expressing that Nigeria's 
Judiciary under the leadership of  
Mr Tanko judiciously exercised the 
judicial powers of  the Federation, 
he  a l luded that  Tanko 's  era 
witnessed several  landmark, 
jurisprudential and policy decisions 
by the Supreme Court.

“CJN Tanko dealt firmly with 
t h e  i s s u e  o f  r e c k l e s s  a n d 
indiscriminate grant of  ex-parte 
Orders that was assuming serious 
dimensions.

“History will be kind to Justice 
Tanko Muhammed for his modest 
contributions to Nigeria's Judiciary, 
the strengthening of  our democracy 
and nat ional  deve lopment , ' ' 
President Buhari added

“Our Nation is approaching a 
critical general election in 2023, the 
Judiciary must not do anything to 
fail the ordinary people of  Nigeria 
which  may make  them lose 
confidence in the Judiciary,'' he 
said.

Finally, President honoured 
Tanko Muhammed with the Grand 
Commander of  the Order of  the 
Niger, (GCON).

“In line with the custom of  
decorating Chief  Justices of  Nigeria 

with the second highest national 
honour of  the Grand Commander 
of  the Order of  the Niger, (GCON), 
and upon the advice of  the Council 
of  State in that regard, as his 
L o r d s h i p  C J N  I .  T a n k o 
Muhammed is taking a bow from 
the Supreme Court, I hereby bestow 
on him the National Honour of  the 
Grand Commander of  the Order of  
the Niger, (GCON).

“In the circumstances, and as 
nature abhors a vacuum, I hereby 
invite Honourable Olukayode 
Ariwoola JSC, being the next most 
Senior Justice of  the Supreme 
Court, to come forward to take the 
Judicial Oath as Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria in an Acting Capacity, 
pursuant to Section 231(4) of  the 
1999 Constitution (as amended),'' 
Buhari said.

Justice Olukayode Ariwoola 
r e s p o n d i n g  a f t e r  h i s  n e w 
appointment said “What Nigerians 
should expect from me is to comply 
with, preserve, abide by and protect 
the constitution of  the Federal 

Republic of  Nigeria – that is what I 
wi l l  do essent ia l ly  wi th  the 
cooperation of  my brother Justices 
of  the Supreme Court.

“We shall not fail Nigerians.”
Speaking on the purported 

controversy that engulfed the 
Supreme Court which was claimed 
to have occasioned the resignation 
of  Tanko Muhammed, Ariwoola 
said “There is no controversy in the 
Supreme Court, we are one with the 
Chief  Justice and that is why you 
heard the President say, His 
Lordship Justice Ibrahim Tanko is 
disengaging on the grounds of  ill 
health.

“It was an internal memo of  
the court; it was not a petition, it was 
not a letter. It was addressed by the 
brother-Justices of  the Supreme 
Court and presented to his Lordship 
directly.

 “They were issues to be 
resolved among Justices and we 
have started resolving them,” he 
said.
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