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News

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

U
muaku Isuochi 
in Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia State 

was on Saturday morning, 
thrown into confusion fol-
lowing attempts by kidnap-
pers to abduct passengers 
in the community.

The ugly incident hap-
pened the same day the 
body of  late gospel singer, 
Osinachi Nwachukwu was   
brought home for burial at 
her father’s compound.

During the attack, an 

How news of kidnappers caused tension at
Umuaku Isuochi, during Osinachi’s burial

unidentified man riding in 
a black Jeep was allegedly 
kidnapped and taken into 
the bush by some armed 
men.

The victim was said to 
have been whisked away 
from his SUV by the ban-
dits while his car was aban-
doned along the road.

But another account 
claimed that the owner of  
the vehicle abandoned it 
and escaped, on hearing 
the sound of  gunshot by 
the bandits.

The situation caused ten-
sion along the road and the 

entire villages of  Umua-
ku as commercial buses 
and private vehicle owners 
suspended their journeys 
for about two hours while 
many passengers alighted 
from the vehicles convey-
ing them, in fear.

The development near-
ly marred the inspiration-
al singer’s burial as some  
mourners who came from 
outside and within Abia for 
the burial, left the commu-
nity immediately after her 
body was laid to rest , to 
avoid going by evening.

Others who were still on 

3 weeks after, kidnapped Professor 
yet to regain freedom
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ear has gripped the 
Iweha family and 
Umuopara com-

munity in Abia State as 
the former Chief  Medical 
Director (CMD) of  Abia 
State University Teaching 
Hospital, Prof  Uwadi-
nachi Iweha  is yet to be 
released by his abductors.

This is even after a 
source from Umuopara 
claimed  that  the ransom 
as  demanded by the kid-
nappers had already been 
paid to them by Prof  Iwe-
ha’s family.

The 74-year-old Iweha 
was kidnapped by some 
unknown persons on June 
6 while driving out from 
his community and taken 
to unknown place and has 
not been seen thereafter.

The family source, who 
spoke on the unclear fate 
of  the medical doctor, 
raised the fear about his 
safety as he yet to regain 
freedom.

The family source add-
ed that their apprehension 

was made worse by the 
fact that their father was 
on regular drugs before his 
abduction.

Heappealed to Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu-led gov-
ernment to do everything 
possible to secure the for-
mer ABSUTH CMD as he 
was already battling some 
health challenges before 
kidnappers attacked him.

Members of  Nige-
ria Medical Association 
(NMA) in Abia State, led 
by Dr Chimezie Okwuonu 
(Chairman) had staged 
protests in Umuahia and 
Aba in demand of  their 
colleague’s freedom.

They also withdrew 
their services for three 
days but later returned to 
duties, with a threat to em-
bark on an indefinite strike 
if  the elderly doctor was 
not released.

Abia State government 
in its latest statement on 
the matter promised a 
N5m reward for anyone 
or group of  person(s) that 
could provide valuable in-
formation that could lead 
to the rescue of  the former 

CMD and also the arrest 
of  his abductors.

The Abia State govern-
ment in the statement 
signed by Chris Ezem, 
Secretary to the State 
government (SSG) vowed 
that every useful measure 
and resources would be 
applied in arresting the 
kidnappers and rescuing 
of  the abducted doctor.

However, the communi-
ty source who spoke un-
der anonymity  expressed 
deep fear about the safety 
of  Dr Iweha, who accord-
ing to him was already 
managing some health 
challenges before the 
bandits took him away in 
his SUV car to unknown 
place.

The community source 
who  lamented that that 
the kidnappers did not 
released their captive  af -
ter collecting money, also 
expressed worry about 
the doctor’s life, especially 
at this period when some 
kidnapped victims are 
killed and dumped inside 
bush or on the road.

Flood washes away 30 shops, other 
properties at Ogbaru, Onitsha
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
t least 30 shops 
were alleged to have 
been washed away, 

electric poles, underground 
cables, water borne pipes, 
among others exhumed by 
surging flood at Ogbaru 
Relief  (Main), near Onit-
sha market, Ogbaru Local 
Government Area of  An-
ambra State.

Taking his executive 
members and newsmen 
round the portions which 
the flood left in its trail gul-
ley erosions and other dam-
ages during the weekend.

The Caretaker Commit-
tee chairman, Chief  David 
Obidike, who was flanked 
by a former chairman of  
the market, Chief  Victor 
Nwawuzie Akirika, cried 
to the three tiers of  govern-
ment to come to their res-
cue.

 He recalled that the 
Chief  Security Officer of  
the market called him some 
nights ago and informed 
that the flood  from Awada 
area, has carried the market 
as the flood entered under 

the Sakamori (drainage) 
system in the market and 
uprooted it, thereby caus-
ing havoc in the market”

“The damages were 
much, about 10 shops were 
washed away with the 
wares in them, the electric 
armoured cables, big water 
borne pipe and telephone 
cables buried underground 
were all exhumed and 
damaged by the flood.

As I talk now we have 
not gotten power supply 
for a month now when the 
rainy season started and 
you can’t make a call, the 
market is in blackout and 
traders are using gen sets. 
Our market is now in dan-
ger because it is situated in 
the notorious Upper Iweka 
axis, these hoodlums can 
easily come into the market 
through the damaged por-
tions caused by the erosion 
menace”

“We thank God that we 
have watertight security 
outfit and since I assumed 
office as the chairman no-
body has reported that his 
wares have been looted or 
stolen. 

I plead with amiable Gov-
ernor, Chukwuma Soludo 
and his hard working Com-
missioner for Trade and 
Commerce, Hon. Obinna 
Ngonadi, including the 
Federal Government and 
all the National Assembly 
members within Ogbaru 
Federal constituency to 
come to our rescue as the 
extent of  damages done is 
beyond our financial capa-
bility”

“We are making this ap-
peal because if  the rain 
comes again more harm 
will be done to the market 
let alone if  the rainy season 
is over and nothing tangible 
is done,” he hinted.

Reacting, Chief  Akirika, 
said that, “the flood has 

their way coming, either 
returned or waited for the 
coast to clear before con-
tinuing the journey while 
a few others cancelled their 
journey entirely.

“It looked like they 
sensed today’s burial would 
attract many rich people 
from all parts of  the coun-
try and they chose today to 
execute their heinous crime 
.This is sacrilegious”, an 
Umuaku villager said, in 
condemnations.

But when contacted, the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, (PPRO) of  Abia 

State Police Command, 
Geoffrey Ogbonna said his 
office was not aware of  the 
incident yet as such had 
not been reported to it from 
Umunneochi division.

Ogbonna said, “I am not 
aware. Has it been reported 
to the Police there?  If  it has 
been reported, my office 
would know about it.”

Meanwhile, the body of  
the late gospel singer was 
laid to rest in her father’s 
compound at Umuaku 
Isuochi, Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia State.

The burial was conducted 

by Pastor Ipila Solomon, 
South East regional pastor 
of  Dunamis international 
Church, who in his mes-
sage, reminded Christians 
that everyone would give a 
good account of  his or her 
deeds on earth after death.

It was also a sorrowful 
scenario as the mother of  
the late singer, Mrs Caro-
lina Madu and late Osin-
achi’s twin sister Amarachi 
Eze and members of  the 
community broke down 
in tears, while demanding 
for justice to the Ekwueme 
singer.

caused very huge gulley 
erosions that affected many 
shops and this problem 
started early this rainy sea-
son. If  nothing is done to it 
before the end of  the rainy 
season, it will sack every-
one in the market.

We urge our Governor 
to come to our rescue, I re-
member I worked on a dam-
aged portion when I was 
the chairman of  the mar-
ket but what we are seeing 
now is beyond the financial 
strength of  the leadership 
of  the market headed by 
a God-fearing man, Chief  
David Obidike”

“The flood is from Awa-
da down to old Aba park 
and finally to the Ogbo 
Azu. The foot of  the mar-
ket fly-over between the Re-
lief  market and Lagos Park 
is gradually being touched 
by the erosion, so our Gov-
ernor and Federal Govern-
ment should do something 
now before it becomes too 
late”

In his contribution, the 
patron of  the Relief  Mar-
ket traders Forum, Mr. An-
drew Oguine, described the 
market chairman, Obidike 
as a self  less and Godly per-
son who the State Govern-
ment fished out to rescue 
the market from enemies 
of  Progress and urged the 
state government to assist 
him.

In their various remarks, 
the executive members that 
included, Chiefs, Obieze 
Mmaduebuka and Den-
nis Okeke, lamented that 
the ugly situation is giv-
ing them sleepless night as 
their wares are in danger 
even as victims of  the ero-
sion menace called on the 
government and good spir-
ited individuals and corpo-
rate bodies to come to their 
rescue.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Commandant Gen-
eral of  Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil Defence 

Corps Dr. Ahmed Abubakar 
Audi mni, has charged newly 
recruited officers and men of  
the Nigeria Security and Civ-
il Defence Corps to put the 
interest of  the Corps and the 
Nation above theirs and be 
professional in the discharge 
of  their duties in consonance 
with extant laws. 

The CG gave the charge on 

Passing Out Parade: Anambra NSCDC task 
officers on good conduct

Saturday through ACG Felix 
Oke, the Zonal Commander , 
Zone K, Awka, at the Passing 
Out Parade (POP) of  newly 
recruited personnel after the 
compulsory three months ba-
sic training at the State Com-
mand Headquarters Awka. 

Represented by Deputy 
Commandant Mercy Duru, 
he congratulated the newly 
recruited personnel on the 
successful completion of  ba-
sic three months in house 
training and exorted them to 
perform their duties with ded-
ication and commitment. The 

ACG profusely appreciated 
the standard of  the Parade 
and the diligent efforts put 
in by trainees and the team 
of  instructors in shaping and 
moulding the recruits into 
physically tough and mental-
ly strong personnel. 

“It is amazing to see our lat-
est recruits conclude this basic 
three months training. I was 
impressed by the enthusiasm 
and effort they have showed 
throughout the training. They 
have all worked tremendous-
ly hard to acquire  the basic 
knowledge with the relevant 

skills to successfully resolve 
any on-duty demands placed 
upon them and I wish them 
well in their chosen career to 
support the security architec-
ture of  the country” he said. 

Earlier in his address, 
the State Commandant of  
NSCDC Anambra State 
Command, Mr. Everestus C 
Obiyo JP used the occasion 
to thank the Commandant 
General of  NSCDC, Dr. 
Ahmed Abubakar Audi, mni, 
and his management team for 
providing the necessary assis-
tance throughout the training 
period.



News

Army Day: Don’t panic over increased troop
movement in Imo - Army advises

By Jennifer John 

T
he Nigerian Army 
has perfected ar-
rangements for the 

2022 edition of  the Army 
Day Celebration to be host-
ed in Imo State.

The Nigerian Army Day 
Celebration (NADCEL), 
according to information 
from its public relations 
unit, is an annual event 
aimed at  showcasing the 
commitment of  the Nigeri-
an Army  as a professional, 
responsive force over the 
years.

According to the infor-
mation, event for this year 
is scheduled to hold in 
Owerri, Imo State from 29 
June to 6 July. 

“The theme for this year’s 
NADCEL is  “Reposition-
ing the NA in the Joint 
Operations Environment: 
A Panacea for Success in 

Addressing Contemporary 
Security Challenges”.

It revealed activities lined 
up for the weeklong event 
to include; Chief  of  Army 
Staff  Press Briefing, Ju-
maat prayers, Interdenom-
inational service, commis-
sioning of  Civil-Military 
Cooperations, cum Quick 
Impact Projects, NADCEL 
lecture,  Chief  of  Army 
Staff  Commendation 
Awards,

Parade, among others. 
“Consequently, residents 

of  Imo state and particu-
larly within Owerri, would 
witness increased move-
ment of  troops and mili-
tary equipment for the cer-
emony. 

“The good people of  Imo 
state are therefore advised 
not to panic but remain 
calm and go about their 
normal activities peaceful-
ly”. The release concluded.
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Remains of  late gospel singer, Osinachi during the burial at Isuochi, Abia State on Saturday.

Insecurity: Akeredolu orders all public,
private institutions to install CCTV

O
ndo State Governor, 
Rotimi Akeredolu, 
has ordered all public 

and private institutions in the 
state to install Close Circuit 
Television (CCTV) devices.

A statement signed by the 
Governor’s spokesperson, 
Richard Olatunde, on Sat-
urday said Akeredolu has 
signed an Executive Order to 
that effect.

“This becomes imperative 
in the light of  the increased 
spate of  insecurity in the 
country and the need to en-
sure security of  lives and 
properties in all public and 
private institutions and cen-
tres throughout the state,” the 
statement said.

“The executive order shall 
be enforced at all religious 
places of  worship, financial 
institutions (of  all kinds), 
event centres, supermar-
kets, educational institutions 
(Schools), Hotels/Motels, 
Guest House, inns, Restau-
rants, Clinics and Health Cen-
tres, eateries (of  all kinds), 
recreation or vehicular parks 
and other places regularly 
used by the public.” Gunmen 
recently attacked a catholic 
church in Owo, Ondo state, 
killing scores of  people and 
injuring many others. The 
provisions of  the Executive 
Order are as follows: i. That 
the owners, occupiers, man-
agers and operators of  pub-
lic/private institutions within 
Ondo State shall mandato-
rily install, use and maintain 

CCTV devices and other se-
cret cameras to monitor and 
keep surveillance on the daily 
activities in their premises and 
especially monitor the ingress 
and egress of  people/vehicles 
at the said places, venues and 
centres.

ii. That the installed CCTV 
devices apart from captur-
ing all activities at the pub-
lic/private institutions must 
also have data storage hard-
ware and data stored therein 
should be made available to 
security agencies whenever it 
is required.

iii. That public/private in-
stitutions shall employ and 
maintain well-trained security 
personnel who shall man the 
entry and exit points to their 
various facilities/premises. 
iv. That where necessary, the 
owners and occupiers of  pub-
lic/private institutions shall 
erect a well-fortified perime-
ter fence with a security post 
at the entry and exit points.

v. That this Executive Or-
der shall be enforced by all 
security agencies particularly 
the Nigeria Police, Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC), Ondo State 
Security Network Agency 
(Amotekun) and the Depart-
ment of  State Security Servic-
es (DSS).

vi. That violators of  this 
Executive Order shall be pros-
ecuted in accordance with 
Section 203 of  the Crimi-
nal Code (Cap. 37) Laws of  
Ondo State of  Nigeria.

Kidnap suspect set ablaze in Anambra, 
3 others escape

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
t Obosi communi-
ty in Idemili North 
Local Government 

Area of  Anambra state, 
irate mob have set ablaze 
one of  a four-man kidnap 
gang terrorizing the area, 
while three other gang 
members escaped.

The incident, according 
to the source, occurred on 
Thursday night when a 
combined team of  Obosi 
youths and security opera-
tives accosted the gangsters 
and demanded to search 
their vehicle.

According to the source, 
on trying to search the ve-
hicle, a husband and wife 
who was just kidnapped by 
the gang were found inside 
their vehicle and rescued 
instantly as the kidnappers 
opened fire on the team 
which replied fire for fire 
and overpowered them.

It was gathered that while 
the team was still interro-

gating the kidnapper, irate 
mob allegedly trooped out 
from nowhere, snatched the 
suspect from the grip of  the 
team, stripped him naked, 
beat him to pulp before set-
ting him ablaze.

The burnt naked corpse 
of  the suspect was seen still 
lying face up at the scene of  
the incident as at Thursday 
morning.

P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l 
of.Obosi Development Un-
ion, ODU, Chief  Ikechuk-
wu Okolo and Ugonabo 
Shedrack Okenwa, palace 
secretary to Igwe Chidubem 
Iweka of  Obosi who con-
firmed the incident to News 
Echo, said the town union, 
in collaboration with the 
Royal cabinet specifically 
set up the combined team 
to counter the menacing ac-
tivities of  these hoodlums 
who have been terrorizing 
law abiding citizens of  the 
area.

They disclosed that the 
team was just returning 
from where they had gone 

to search for suspected cult-
ists hideout before they ac-
costed the gangsters.

Meanwhile, the State 
Police Spokesman, DSP 
Tochukwu Ikenga, who 
confirmed the incident in 
a statement made available 
to News Echo, in Onitsha, 
on Friday, said the State Po-
lice Commissioner,  Echeng 
Echeng, have initiated op-
eration aimed at arresting 
the fleeing gang members 
and suspects who took laws 
into their hands by setting 
ablaze the arrested suspect.

The  PPRO, disclosed that 
the Police Operatives in 
collaboration with security 
operatives at about 9pm on 
23/6/2022 rescue the two 
kidnap victims and recover 
a Toyota Highlander jeep 
with reg nos NSH 398 HA 
and Toyota Camry with reg 
nos BRS 941 AA.

He said Preliminary in-
formation, shows that secu-
rity operatives intercepted 
a seven man kidnap gang 
along awada. In attempt to 
arrest the criminals, six out 

...As Police rescue kidnapped husband, wife 
of  the seven gang member 
escaped and abandon both 
the victims vehicle and their 
operational vehicle. The 
seventh person, arrested 
was lynched by an angry 
mob and set ablaze before 
police operatives could ar-
rive the scene.

Consequently, the Com-
missioner of  Police CP 
Echeng while condemning 
the act of  mob action by 
some members of  the public 
who resort to jungle justice 
whenever they arrest sus-
pects in respect of  criminal 
allegations without recourse 
to the Police for proper in-
vestigation.

He also urged them to 
always exercise restraint by 
not taking the law into their 
hands. They should endeav-
our to take such suspects to 
the nearest Police Station 
whenever they are appre-
hended.

 This would afford the 
Police the opportunity to 
conduct appropriate investi-
gation into the nefarious ac-
tivities of  the suspects; and 
bring them to justice in ac-
cordance with extant laws.

...Urges citizens not to panic over
movement of  personnel,
 equipment

Troops dislodge IPOB/ESN camps 
in Anambra, Enugu 

A 
joint security team 
consisting of  troops 
of  302 Regiment of  

the Nigerian Army, opera-
tives of  the Nigerian Navy, 
Department of  State Services 
and Nigeria Police Force has 
dislodged camps belonging to 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) and Eastern Securi-
ty Network (ESN) at Idara 
Nnebo, Ihe Mbosi villages 
and Ukpor in Nnewi South 

Local Government Area of  
Anambra State. 

Confirming, Director 
Army Public Relations, 
Onyema Nwachukwu in a 
press statement made avail-
able to newsmen on sunday 
said “In a clearance operation 
conducted in the early hours 
of  Saturday 25 June 2022, 
troops cleared IPOB fire posi-
tions and Improvised Explo-
sive Devices to dislodge the 

criminals from their hideouts.
During the operations, 

troops recovered two AK-47 
rifles, three magazines with 
five rounds of  7.62 mm (Spe-
cial) ammunition, two pump 
action rifles and one locally 
fabricated gun. Other items 
include three power genera-
tors, among others.

Similarly, troops of  103 Bat-
talion conducted a raid oper-
ation on IPOB/ ESN camp 

at Nkwere Inyi Forest in Oji 
River Local Government of  
Enugu State. The encounter 
forced the criminals to flee in 
disarray, while troops recov-
ered one Lexus and a Toyota 
Highlander SUV suspected 
to have been snatched by the 
criminals. Other items recov-
ered include two motorcycles, 
one double barrel gun and 
seven live cartridges.

Members of  the public are 
enjoined to continue to sup-
port troops with credible in-
formation on the activities of  
the criminal elements in the 
region.
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Editorial

he Nigerian government has Tannounced plans to roll out 
rollout the Fifth Generation 

(5G) technology by August this year.
The Executive Vice Chairman, 

Nigerian Communications Commission 
(NCC) Prof. Umar Danbatta, said this 
at  the 90th Edit ion of  Telecom 
Consumer Parliament (TCP) held on 
Thursday in Lagos.

Danbatta said that NCC, through 
the support of the Federal Ministry of 
Communications and Digital Economy, 
would ensure the deployment of 
spectrum to further accelerate the 
growth of Nigeria's broadband services.

“The final letters of award have been 
i s s u e d  t o  M T N  a n d  M a f a b 
Communications, which emerged 
winners of  the 3.5GHz Spectrum 
auction conducted on Dec. 13, 2021.

” In line with the information 
memorandum, the  l icensees  are 
expected to commence rollout of 5G 
services effective from Aug. 24, 2022.

“The successful completion of the 
process leading to the final letters is 
confirmation that the rollout of 5G 
technology services in Nigeria is on 
course,” Danbatta said.

The EVC rei terated  that  the 
International Telecommunications 
Union (ITU) had revealed that 5G 
network would ensure Enhanced mobile 
broadband (eMBB); Massive machine-
type Communications ( mMTC) and 
Ultra-re l iable  and low-lat tenc y 
Communications ( URLLC).

H e  s a i d  w i t h  t h e  e s t i m a t e d 
population of 214 million Nigerians; 
with an average growth rate of 2.6 per 
cent annually, approximately 76.46 per 
cent of the population should be under 
the age of 35.

” In line with the demographic 
changes, internet penetration grew from 
three per cent in 2004 to 73.82 per cent as 
of September 2022 while broadband 
penetration increased from less than 10 
per cent in 2015 to 40.01 per cent in 
September 2021.

“The potential for expansion is a 
great opportunity for 5G deployment as 
operators are certain of recouping their 
investment,” he said.

He noted that some challenges of the 
spectrum identified by ITU included the 
requirements for more spectrally 
efficient technologies, which were more 
than what the current 3G and 4G system 
required.

He said ITU also identified intrinsic 
p r o p a ga t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f 
millimetres waves, which may require 
greater number of base stations.

” It is a challenge that stakeholders 
must collaborate to address as Nigeria 
rolls out 5G technology services,” the 
EVC said.

Danbatta reiterated that the goal of 
the commission was for Nigeria to be 
one of the leading nations with 5G 
technology deployment that would 
benefit all stakeholders and contribute 
maximally to the digital economy policy 
of the Federal Government.

However, it has been learnt that 
MTN Nigeria on Thursday confirmed 
that it would roll out 5G network by 
Aug. 24.

The mobile Operator disclosed this 
at the 90th edition of  the telecom 
consumer parliament, organised by the 
N i g e r i a n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission, NCC in Lagos

In May, the NCC handed over the 
final letters of award of 5G spectrum 
licenses to winners of the December 
3.5GHz spectrum auctions.

Director, Technical Standards and 
Network Integrity at NCC, Dr Bako 
Wakil who presented paper on the 
t h e m e,  d u r i n g  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t 
discussion, said there was no relevant 
health and safety authority had 
confirmed any health hazards arising 
from 5G network.

Wakil  however  said Industry 
collaboration was key to successful 
deployment of 5G Services in Nigeria 
and urged industry stakeholders to stand 
with the Commission to explore the 
prospects and potentials of the new 
technology, which was enormous.

He said 5G would provide many 
benefits and opportunities that would 
accelerate growth and smart living in the 
country.

He said the technology is expected to 
b r i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  n e t w o r k 
improvements,  including higher 
connection speed, mobility and capacity, 
as well as low-latency capabilities.

T h o u g h ,  m a n y  s t a k e h o l d e r s 
dispelled the fears that 5G network had 
health implications, we still advice that 
the Federal Government of Nigeria 
should ensure that all  necessary 
conditions required a smooth take-off 
and a successful implementation are 
secured.

…As Nigeria heads to 5G
Technology in August:
Opportunities and challenges 
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Supreme Court Justices deserve more
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By Chief Mike Ozekhome,
SAN

R
ecently, in an unprece-
dented manner in the 
58 years annals of  the 
Supreme Court of  Ni-

geria, all the 14 serving Justices 
of  the Supreme Court protested 
their horrific welfare and deplor-
able conditions of  service to the 
Chief  Justice of  Nigeria (CJN). 
In a world that has since be-
come a global village, the memo 
leaked. Who did this to this re-
vered institution? Who caused 
this national ruckus and bedlam?

The CJN, taking the issues 
seriatim through Isah Ahuraka, 
his spokesperson, said replied in-
ter alia, that the apex court does 
not exist outside the economic 
and socio-political environment 
in white which the country has 
found itself. It affects the apex 
court just as it bites everyone.

The CJN may be right, based 
on facts available to him as the 
head of  the third arm of  govern-
ment. However, it must be noted 
that the entire annual allocation 
meant for the Supreme Court is 
like a drop of  water in an oasis. 
That is not all. The N110 billion 
yearly allocation to the Supreme 
Court has not changed in the 
last four years (since 2018). This 
means that every year, in spite 
of  the hyperinflationary trend 
which has become geometrical 
and not merely arithmetical, 
the allocation to the apex court 
remains static. It also means 
that since the time when the ex-
change rate was about N180 to 
N250 to a dollar, which is today 
about N612 to the dollar, the 
apex court’s allocation has not 
changed. It also means that the 
Justices’ quality of  life has there-
by been receding, rather than ap-
preciating.

These Supreme Court Justices 
are members of  the same socie-
ty that we live in and they reside 
in it. They have their wives and 
husbands to care for; they have 
their children and teeming de-
pendants to take care of.

I do not believe that the CJN 
was arguing that because the 
parlous economy affects every-
body, the Justices of  the Su-
preme Court should perish. No. 
He may not have put it quite re-
assuringly.

What I expected the CJN to 
have done is to have balmed 
their oozing bruises; bandaged 
their bleeding economic sores 
and say ‘‘Ok, I have heard you 
loud and clear. 

I am going to take up your 
complaints and champion your 
cause before the executive and 
legislative arms of  government, 
arms that have turned them-
selves into rampaging bulldogs. 
As the head of  the Judiciary 
which is the third arm of  the 
government, I will make sure 
that you have more allocation, 
your welfare enhanced and your 
life made better.’’ Sikena.

 It was Alexander Hamilton in 
his Federalist paper number 78, 
who once said the Judiciary is 
the weakest of  the three arms of  
government; and that it has nei-
ther purse, nor sword to enforce 
its judgments.

Are we going to say that the 
Judiciary should remain forever 
in the doldrums, trampled upon 
by the two other arms of  govern-
ment? I think not. When I read 
about the entire annual alloca-
tion of  the Judiciary, I wept. My 
heart bled. The entire allocation 
is like what some governors in 
this country simply pocket as 
security votes and walk away as 
if  nothing has happened. The al-
location is less than ¼ of  what 
some ministries have in this 
country, and we have more than 
30 ministries in Nigeria. 

Yet, we are talking about the 
head of  the whole third arm 
of  government – the Supreme 
Court. Yet we expect these Jus-
tices to be aliens from anoth-
er planet, maybe from Saturn, 
Mars, Uranius, Neptune, Pluto, 
Mercury, Venus, or Jupiter so 
that they won’t be corrupt. We 
expect them to act like Archan-
gel Michael or Angel Gabriel, 
who must not touch money with 
a ten-foot pole, even when they 
are hungry and starved.

So, when we are crying that 
some Judges are corrupt, we 
also have to look at it from the 
angle of  the rotten milieu within 
which they operate. Whilst not 
advocating for corruption (God 
forbid; very far from it, because I 
believe that any corrupt element 
within the judiciary should be 
kicked out and dismissed after 
proper investigation and trial).

I also believe that we must not 
allow a system where corruption 
becomes so attractive as to form 
a clear and present danger and 
become a fundamental objective 
and directive principle of  state 
policy. We have a proverb in my 
language, which translates to 
say that you must keep away the 
white cloth from the palm oil, 
just the same way you must keep 
the palm oil away from the cloth. 

If  you bring an insect-infect-
ed piece of  firewood into your 
house, you have requested a visi-
tation of  a colony of  lizards. So, 
you must not complain when 
you see a colony of  lizards de-
scend on you because you asked 
for it. 

If  you starve Judges and Jus-
tices, and you make them be-
lieve that they don’t matter and 
will never have a house to retire 
to, and some justices of  the Su-
preme Court, in spite of  the dan-
ger inherent in their job are rent-
ing houses inside towns, living 
amongst people, some of  whom 
have been tried and jailed by 
these same Judges and Justices, 
then you are begging corruption 
to embrace them. You are not 
even giving them enough protec-
tion and security.

The society must not appear 

to be telling the Justices to either 
take it or leave it; to either kow-
tow and agree with their present 
perilous, impoverished, sorry sit-
uation, or resign. It should never 
be like that. 

I expect the CJN to engage 
them more and pacify them. I 
want to believe that before they 
wrote that letter, they must have 
complained several times, and 
serially quietly in secret, in the 
underground, without being 
heard, or their complaints being 
remedied. That must apparent 
apparently why they went so 
formal by writing that historic 

letter. Everyone knows the spirit 
of  camaraderie that works in the 
Supreme Court and in all supe-
rior courts, where they have to 
hold several meetings to decide 
upon a case before a final judg-
ment is written. 

If  that is the case, as I want 
to believe it is, the CJN must go 
ahead and take up their griev-
ances and fight it through with 
the executive arm of  govern-
ment that is holding on to more 
than 70 per cent of  our national 
resources, with the legislature 
holding on to the rest.

Have you not heard how much 

senators receive every month? 
Some receive between N10 
million and N14 million every 
month. Compare that with Jus-
tices’ salaries and those of  Judg-
es of  High Courts, where Judges 
are receiving salaries of  about 
N500, 000 per month, a sum 
that is not even enough for lo-
cal government chairmen to fuel 
their fleet of  cars.

When you see some ministers 
or governors move, they go in 
convoys of  between six and 20 
vehicles. To fuel those vehicles 
alone is more than N500, 000 in 
a month.

 If  you treat Judges so shabbi-
ly, then we must be ready to go 
and invite our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who is sinless, to 
come and sit over judgment in 
Nigeria. This is why I support 
the case filed recently by Sebas-
tian Hon (SAN). I am part of  
that epochal case which came 
up about two weeks ago, asking 
for better salaries and welfare 
packages for Judges across the 
board.

I feel very sad that a critical 
arm of  government that is dis-
pensing judgment and justice; 
that is the sentinel that watches 
over our fundamental rights, the 
rule of  law and good govern-
ance, is so lacking in funds that it 
has become the whipping child. 

So, I expect the CJN to take up 
this matter with the seriousness 
and urgency it deserves. The ur-
gency of  yesterday.

 If you treat Judges so shabbily, then we must be
 ready to go and invite our Lord and Savior,
 Jesus Christ, who is sinless, to come and sit 

over judgment in Nigeria. This is why I support 
the case filed recently by Sebastian Hon (SAN). 
I am part of that epochal case which came up
 about two weeks ago, asking for better salaries

 and welfare packages for Judges across the
 board. I feel very sad that a critical arm of
 government that is dispensing judgment

 and justice; that is the sentinel that watches
 over our fundamental rights, the rule of law 

and good governance, is so lacking in funds that 
it has become the whipping child

“

Tanko Muhammad, CJN



News

SERAP sues Buhari over missing
N11trn Electricity Fund
T

he Socio-Econom-
ic Rights and Ac-
countability Project 

(SERAP) has filed a law-
suit against President Mu-
hammadu Buhari “over 
his failure to probe allega-
tions that over N11 trillion 
meant to provide regular 
electricity supply since 
1999 may have been stolen, 
mismanaged or diverted 
into private pockets.”

In the suit number FH-
C / L / C S / 1 1 1 9 / 2 0 2 2 
filed last week at the Fed-
eral High Court, Lagos, 
SERAP is seeking “an 
order of  mandamus to di-

rect and compel President 
Buhari to investigate how 
over N11 trillion meant to 
provide regular electricity 
supply has been alleged-
ly squandered by govern-
ments since 1999.”

The electricity grid has 
reportedly collapsed at 
least three times within 
five months, and 130 times 
in 7 years, plunging many 
households across the 
country into darkness.

According to the World 
Bank, epileptic power 
supply costs businesses in 
Nigeria about $29 billion 
yearly.
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Alleged Perjury: Civil Rights gives 
IGP 48-hr ultimatum to arrest,
initiate criminal prosecution
against Tinubu

A 
civil right group, 
Centre for Reform 
and Public Advo-

cacy, in Abuja on Saturday, 
said it had given the Inspec-
tor-General of  Police (IGP) 
48- hour ultimatum to arrest 
and initiate criminal prosecu-
tion against Tinubu for alleg-
edly supplying false academ-
ic qualifications to secure 
nomination.

The Legal Adviser of  the 
group, Kalu Agu, threatened 
that should the IGP fail to 
act, a court action would be 
instituted against him for an 
order of  mandamus to com-
pel him to effect the arrest of  
Tinubu at the end of  the ulti-
matum.

Agu alleged that the former 
Lagos State governor was not 
legally qualified to become 
the next president of  Nigeria 
on account of  supplying false 
information on oath, in his 
Form EC9 submitted to the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC).

He alleged that in 1999, 
Tinubu claimed to have at-
tended Saint Paul Aroloya 
Children Home School, 
Ibadan between 1958 and 
1964 and Government 
College Ibadan, between 
1965 and 1969, only to turn 
around in 2022 that he nev-
er attended any primary or 
secondary school in his EC9 
form.

The lawyer claimed that 
the petition, calling for arrest 
and prosecution of  Tinubu, 
was submitted to the I-G 
since June 16.

He, however, lamented 
that up till now, the police 
authority had not deemed it 
fit to effect the arrest of  the 
politician.

Agu explained that the 
position of  his group was 
not politically motivated but 
predicated on the need for 

good governance and trans-
parent leadership Nigeria 
deserved in the 2023 general 
elections.

But Onanuga said in 1999, 
the former governor did not 
submit any fake certificate to 
the electoral umpire.

According to him, the one 
(certificate) people kept refer-
ring to was not even filled by 
him.

He recalled that the Lagos 
State House of  Assembly ex-
onerated Tinubu in its report.

“Asiwaju was exonerated 
in the House of  Assembly’s 
report because Senator Afi-
kuyomi said he filled the 
form on his behalf  then.

“The same certificate he 
gave to INEC this year, he 
used in 2003 and there was 
no issue then. Why are they 
raising issues now?

“And what people don’t 
know is that when he was on 
exile, his house at Balarabe 
Musa Crescent in Surulere 
was burnt by the military 
and he couldn’t pick out a pin 
from the razed building.

“This was what happened 
that time and if  in 2022, he 
(Tinubu) now drew blank on 
that session, what offence has 
he committed?

“Those who are making 
noise are PDP agents who 
are just trying to raise issues 
where there is none,” he said.

The campaign spokesman 
further said that all one need-
ed to have attained to be Ni-
geria’s president is a school 
certificate but that the APC 
candidate had qualification 
higher than primary school 
certificate.

“People making noise are 
PDP agents. They cannot just 
be coming out to raise issues 
where there are no issues. He 
(Tinubu) is more than quali-
fied to be president of  Nige-
ria,” he said.

Gov Wike of Rivers (l),  former governor of Kano State and NNPP presidential candidate for 2023, Rabiu Kwankwanso (m) and 
former governor of Ekiti State,  Ayo Fayose in a meeting at Port Harcourt, recently.

Ebonyi to hold LG
election on 30th July
 By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he  Ebonyi State In -
dependent Electoral 
Commission, EB-

SIEC has fixed 30th July 
2022 for Local Government 
and councillorship elections 
in the state. 

The Chairman of  the 
Commission Mr Jossy Eze 
disclosed this during a meet-
ing with representatives of  
political parties, security 
agencies and other stakehold-
ers in Abakaliki. 

He said the meeting was 
to inform political parties of  
the slight change of  date of  
the election  from 23rd July 
to 30th July 2022. He assured 
all the political parties of  free, 
fair and credible process dur-
ing the exercise. 

The Special Assistant to 
the Governor on   Inter-Par-
ty and Labour matte rs 
comrade Mrs Jennifer O. 

Adibe-Nwafor who called all 
political parties to play by the 
rules and guidelines  assured 
of  a free contest and level 
playing ground of  all parties 
participating in the election.”

 We will be fair to all par-
ties; we will ensure a level 
playing ground is provided 
for all of  them, No political 
parties will be shortchanged.

She explained that the 
meeting has availed the polit-
ical leaders the opportunities 
to know that the commission 
will be fair to all political 
parties. Some of  the political 
party’s executives who com-
mended the commission for 
the meeting appealed for the 
reduction in cost of  forms to 
enable them participate effec-
tively as well as fairness in the 
process. 

They emphasized that their 
members are ready to partici-
pate and clinch the chairman-
ship and councillorship posi-
tions in the state.

A 
Brazilian returnee, 
Igwedum Uche Ben-
son has been arrested 

by operatives of the National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agen-
cy, NDLEA, at the arrival hall 
of the Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport, Ikeja La-
gos with pellets of cocaine con-
cealed in his private part.

A statement issued by 
NDLEA spokesman, Femi Ba-
bafemi on Sunday said Igwe-
dum was nabbed at the Lagos 
airport on Monday 20th June 
upon his arrival on Ethiopian 
Airlines from Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Igwedum arrested with cocaine in private
part at MMI Airport, Lagos

via Addis Ababa.
He said preliminary investi-

gations revealed that the sus-
pect had swallowed 50 wraps of 
cocaine before departing Brazil 
and excreted 48 pellets in Addis 
Ababa where he handed them 
over to another person.

“He, however, claimed he 
was unable to excrete the re-
maining two wraps at the hotel 
room in Addis Ababa before 
boarding his flight but later 
excreted them in the aircraft re-
stroom during the flight from 
Ethiopia to Lagos,” he said.

Babafemi said in the same 

T
he Programme Manag-
er, Homegrown School 
Feeding Scheme, An-

ambra State, Mrs Eriken 
Uzoamaka, said the death of  
10 cooks of  the scheme ham-
pered the running of  the pro-
gramme in the state. 

Uzoama disclosed this 
while speaking to journalists 
on the sidelines of  a two-day 
capacity building workshop 
organised by the Africa Net-
work for Environment and 
Economic Justice on Thurs-
day in Awka. 

She did not mention the 
cause or nature of  the death 
of  the said cooks, but said pri-
mary school pupils could no 
longer benefit from the pro-
gramme because the 10 dead 
cooks have yet to be replaced. 
Uzoamaka said the cooks 
were recruited from com-
munities around the primary 
schools, verified and trained 
in food safety and hygiene by 
the national body, to provide 
catering service in the 21 local 
government areas of  the state. 

She said, “All the govern-

vein, after three weeks of pains-
taking investigation and track-
ing, operatives of the MMIA 
command of NDLEA on Sat-
urday night, 25th June arrest-
ed a drug kingpin, Onyekachi 
Chukwuma Macdonald behind 
attempts to export 40 parcels of 
Methamphetamine popularly 
called Mkpuru Mmiri locally 
to London, United Kingdom 
through the NAHCO export 
shed of the Lagos airport.

“Onyekachi was arrested 
at Manacola estate, Alakuko 
area of Lagos at the weekend, 
three weeks after his Mkpuru 
Mmiri consignment weighing 
2.05kilograms was intercepted 

at the airport and his freight 
agent, Peter Christopher Ani-
kan arrested on 7th June.

“During his interview, the 
suspect said he is from Ahi-
azu, Mbaise Local Government 
Area of Imo state and had lived 
in Dubai, UAE for 10 years 
before returning to Nigeria in 
2019. “He stated that after his 
return to Nigeria he opened 
a phone accessories shop in 
Sango Otta, Ogun State but 
the business collapsed. He then 
started sending cigarettes to 
London and decided to conceal 
the illicit drug in the consign-
ment after advice by a friend”,. 
he said.School feeding programme in Anambra

suffers setback as 10 cooks die
ment-owned primary schools 
in the state should be bene-
fiting from this programme, 
but due to challenges in the 
programme, some schools are 
not benefiting.”

Uzoamaka said the high 
cost of  food items in the 
country was also affecting the 
quality of  the food prepared 
by the cooks. 

“It is affecting the pro-
gramme and the quality of  
food given to the children. 

“The cooks are really com-
plaining and the high cost of  
food items is making it diffi-
cult for them to give us an ad-
equate meal per child. 

“This development has 
made the Federal Govern-
ment agree to increase the 
meal price from N70 to N100, 
but it is yet to be implement-
ed,” she said. 

The programme manager 
said the school feeding pro-
gramme increased the popu-
lation of  pupils, as many chil-
dren ran away from private 
schools to enrol in govern-
ment-owned schools.



Interview

Ebeano political structure in Enugu ‘ll not choke 
PDP guber candidate, Mbah in 2023 - U.S.A Igwesi
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By Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

Y
ou have been relatively 
lying low since your exit 
from the National As-
sembly.  May we know 

what it is so?
It is not true. I have been talking 

on local and national issues. I am 
still vibrant. That I have not contest-
ed for any elective post since I left 
the House of  Representatives does 
not suggest that I am lying low.  I 
speak when the need arises.

What is your take on the emer-
gence of Mr. Peter Mbah, a law-
yer and an entrepreneur as Enugu 
State  PDP governorship candi -
date?

It gladdens my heart. I feel excit-
ed seeing the emergence of  Mr. Pe-
ter Mbah as the PDP gubernatorial 
candidate, Enugu State for the 2023 
poll. I feel that another messiah has 
come to rescue and reposition  Enu-
gu State. If  Peter Mbah can repli-
cate what he did and is still doing 
in the private sector with Pinnacle 
Oil and Gas in Enugu State as gov-
ernor, Enugu will be on her way to 
El-dorado. Pinnacle Oil and Gas is 
a leading name and a major player 
in the downstream sector of  the oil 
and gas sector with an expensive 
revenue base. Pinnacle Oil and Gas 
plays a leading role in the petroleum 
product trading, marketing and dis-
tribution in Africa.

They have continued to innovate 
and develop revolutionary concepts 
and technologies that have opti-
mized operations in the sector. The 
above feats and achievements were 
driven by no other person than the 
man Peter Mbah, a maritime lawyer 
and seasoned technocrat.

Mbah’s experience in the private 
sector, vis a-vis some of  his politi-
cal interventions as former chief  of  
staff  and Commissioner for Finance 
in Enugu State will no doubt en-
hance his administration and man-
agement of  the state. Enugu State 
will be lucky to have him.

The primaries across the country 
have come and gone with winners 
and losers. In Enugu State, despite 
the tension that preceded the ex-
ercise, it was eventually organised 
peacefully. What does that say of  
the administration of  Governor Ug-
wuanyi?

I was not surprised because I 
know the political strength of  Gov-
ernor Ugwuanyi. He has never lost 
any political contest. He is a guru in 
political administration and a ma-
gician in political engineering and 

management. He takes his time ana-
lysing any political trajectory and is 
constantly in touch with his people. 
Governor Ugwuanyi has no visible 
opposition yet he has not fired a 
shot. 

If asked to advise the Enugu 
PDP gubernatorial candidate, Mr. 
Mbah, what would you suggest?

My advice for him is to consol-
idate on the achievements of  Gov-
ernor Ugwuanyi, and build on his 
legacies. He should as a matter of  
urgency resuscitate and rehabilitate 
the revenue base of  the state by vis-
ibly blocking all loopholes, instill-
ing transparency and ensuring that 
the Internally Generated Revenue 
(IGR) is raised high up and sus-
tained.

As a successful entrepreneur, we 
expect him to bring his glowing 
wealth of  experience in the private 
sector to bear on governance by em-
barking on the rehabilitation and re-
generation of  ailing industries in the 
state like PRODA, EMENITE and 
a host of  them.

We expect him to embark on pov-
erty alleviation programmes that 
will put food on the tables of  peo-
ple of  Enugu State. We expect him 
to embark on massive construction 
and reconstruction of  both urban 
and rural roads that will at the end, 
create wealth for the people of  the 
state because farm products and 
produce can easily be evacuated to 
their relevant markets without many 
hitches.

Mbah with his international re-
lations and contacts will definitely 
make Enugu State an investment 
destination. Enugu will be like Du-
bai, China, Singapore, etc. In no 

distant time, he will unveil his pro-
gramme of  action and everybody, 
including the press, will be aston-
ished with what he has in mind for 
the state. He is a man of  few words 
but action-packed.

He is not just an ordinary politi-
cian who will promise heaven on 
earth and will not do anything in 
the end. His social contract with 
the people of  the state will be highly 
respected and will not be taken for 
granted.

Do you not think Mr. Mbah if 
elected come 2023 will be choked 
by the influence of the godfathers 
and indeed Ebeano political fami-
ly?

Ebeano political family is a po-

litical structure founded on the ba-
sis of  equity and justice with equal 
founders and joiners; it is a mass 
movement whose ecumenical politi-
cal powers in the state are second to 
none. It is a mass-oriented political 
system that gave birth to almost all 
the political gladiators in the state’s 
political space. The story of  Ebeano 
cuts across party affiliations and 
domiciled in all the political parties 
with an appeal for good governance.

It is a well-structured political 
family with Governor Ugwuanyi 
on the driving seat as the leader, Dr. 
Chimaroke Nnamani as the energiz-
er and progenitor and entire mem-
bers as co-founders and joiners. Mr 
Mbah believes in leadership but will 
not be choked by anyone. 

Recently, the State chairman 
of  the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Enugu State said that the 
Ebeano political system cannot be 
re-enacted or re-introduced in Enu-
gu State under his watch. 

What is your reaction to his claims?
To start with, the said APC state 

chairman was a product of  the 
Ebeano political family; he was se-
lected among others to play a pivotal 
role during the period under review. 
He benefited immensely from the 
political largesse of  the family when 
he served as DG of  the then cam-
paign organisation and as Com-
missioner for Works under the then 
administration of  Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani who is now a Senator 
representing Enugu-East senatorial 
zone.

The Ebeano political family cre-
ated, promoted, and enhanced the 

political fortunes of  almost all the 
gladiators in the space including the 
author of  that statement. In 1999, 
when the political family became 
prominent, Dr. Chimaroke Nnam-
ani as governor empowered almost 
all the politicians in the political 
space and has been adjudged as the 
famous and foremost political per-
sonality of  our time. Dr. Chimaroke 
Nnamani concentrated on human 
capital development.

The political structure that super-
intended or supervised over such a 
productive political era cannot be 
wished away or said to have dark 
days. In 1999, the government of  
Enugu State led by Ebeano politi-
cal family constructed the following 
roads, and I can vividly attest to this 
because I led the Enugu State House 
of  Assembly during the period un-
der review: Opi-Nsukka road which 
has now received a facelift by Gov-
ernor Ugwuanyi; Amechi-Obeagu 
road, Nza-New Haven road; duali-
zation of  Rangers Avenue; Ebeano 
Housing Estate; Golf  Estate; Enugu 
State building, Abuja; New Judicial 
headquarters, Enugu; Nigerian Law 
School, Agbani; ESUT permanent 
site; Iyi water scheme; Ozaka-Agba-
ni-Amaguze Road, etc. An era that 
is as endowed with such marvellous 
achievements cannot be said to be 
an era of  dark days. We are now 
focusing on a new dawn of  Peter 
Mbah and I will wish him well on 
his avowed determination to take 
Enugu State higher than he met it.

What makes you feel that PDP 
will win the 2023 election in Enu-
gu State?

Enugu is a PDP State. PDP as 
a political party is running in the 
blood and veins of  any electorate 
in the state. Since the inception of  
democracy, Enugu has been a PDP 
state and the choice of  an unassum-
ing character like Mr. Mbah who is 
a devout Christian will definitely ac-
celerate the speed of  victory to the 
Lion Building come 2023.

It is worthy of  note to state that 
all the members of  other political 
parties were all former members of  
PDP, so the supply chain and politi-
cal warehouse of  the state’s political 
engineering has been yearning to 
have a formidable and star-studded 
character like Peter Mbah.

What is your advice to the peo-
ple of Enugu ahead of the next 
general election?

My advice to the people of  Enu-
gu State is for them to go and ob-
tain their PVCs. It is now clear that 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has improved 
tremendously and ready to conduct 
fair and credible elections in the 
country. 

So, the people of  Enugu State 
should shine their eyes and vote 
for the person, who has all it takes 
to navigate leadership for them; to 
embrace a man who has conquered 
the private sector with his ingenuity 
and managerial acumen to be able 
to replicate same in the governance 
of  the state.

USA Igwesi

Enugu is a PDP State. PDP as a political 
party is running in the blood and veins of any

 electorate in the state. Since the inception
 of democracy, Enugu has been a PDP state
 and the choice of an unassuming character
 like Mr. Mbah who is a devout Christian 

will definitely accelerate the speed of victory
 to the Lion Building come 2023. 

It is worthy of note to state that all the 
members of other political parties were all

 former members of PDP, so the supply chain
 and political warehouse of the state’s 

political engineering has been yearning 
to have a formidable and star-studded 

character like Peter Mbah

“

A Chieftain of  the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
and former Leader of  Enugu State House of  Assem-
bly as well as one-time member of  the House of  Rep-
resentatives, Prince U.S.A Igwesi, recently spoke to 
journalists in Enugu on the politics of  his home state, 
Enugu,  emergence of  a seasoned technocrat,  Peter 
Mbah, as governorship candidate of  PDP  in Enugu 
State, among other burning issues. Chuma Austin was 
there. Excerpt:



o u t h s  o f  YUmudikeukwu 
a u t o n o m o u s 

community, Oboro clan in 
Ikwuano L.G.A, of  Abia 
State have been warned 
tha t  d r ug  abuse  and 
cultism  would retard their 
progress in life, if  they 
embrace such.

Presenting a speech 
d u r i n g  a  o n e  d a y 
e n l i g h t e n m e n t 
p r o g r a m m e  t a g g e d : 
"Making A Difference at 
Umudikeukwu Civic Hall, 
the Assistant Commander 
of  Narcotics, National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA Abia 
State Command, Mrs Anu 
B i n t a  M a u r i c e  w h o 
interwove drug abuse and 
cultism, observed that 
they are two brothers 
shares same placenta, 
which should be separated 

h e  p e o p l e  o f  TUmunagu Village 
Achalla, in Awka 

North Local government 
area have appealed to the 
Anambra State to avert a 
looming communal Clash 
b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d 
Amanuke community.

The appeal followed 
an encroachment on a 
portion of  land belonging 
to Achalla by some land 
speculators in Amanuke.

In an interview with 
Our Correspondent, the 
e lde r s  o f  Umuanagu 
village said there was 
urgent need for the state 
government through its 
relevant authorizes to 
urgently intervene by 
calling the land grabbers to 
order in the interest of  
peace and security of  lives 
and property. 

One of  them, a ninety 

y e a r  o l d  m a n ,  M r 
M k p u o r a  N n a z u o 
narrated how they had 
been in occupation of  the 
sa id  l and  s ince  t ime 
immemorial until recently 
when  some e lements 
began to encroach and sell 
portions of  the land. 

Another Community 
leader, Chief  Paul Ejike 
narrated that the portion 
of  land which falls close to 
the boundary between the 
two communities was 
contested for in court for 
over twenty five years, a 
case that the Achalla 
community won at various 
courts. 

Chief  Ejike noted that 
the elders had recently met 
with some community 
leaders in Amanuke over 
the activit ies of  land 
grabbers but the leaders 
explained that they were 
not in support or part of  
any discussion to encroach 
i n t o  t h e  l a n d  w h i c h 

belonged to Umunagu 
village, Achalla. 

He therefore appealed 
to the governor Soludo led 
administration to urgently 
look into the matter to 
avoid unwarranted clash 
between famers in the area 
and their neighboring 
brothers. 

The former president 
g e n e r a l  o f  A c h a l l a , 
described as unfair and 
unacceptable  for  few 
individuals who feel that 
they were smart would 
t u r n  a n d  b e  s e l l i n g 
neighboring communal 
land just to make quick 
money and cause problem 
for the society. 

“We have the place 
called Nobi land, and we 
share boundaries with 
Amanuke , well defined 
demarcation. Between 
1913 and 1937 we had 
issues over the said portion 
of  land and the matter 
we n t  u p  t o  S u p r e m e 

Court."
“And we won in all the 

court cases including the 
o n e  a t  H i g h  C o u r t 
Onitsha. After the 1937 
judgment which was in 
Favo u r  o f  U mu n a g u 
village Achalla, we erected 
n e c e s s a r y  b e c k o n s 
showing the size and 
boundary of  the land. 
Since that time, we have 
been farming on the land 
while our neighbors in 
Amanuke have also been 
on their own portion. Not 
until about two to three 
years ago when some 
individual elements began 
to encroach on the land 
and Started selling it to 
people this year. We had to 
send elders to meet the 
stakeholders in Amanuke 
who denied involvement 
in the development noting 
that they were not in 
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  l a n d 
grabbers. Suddenly we 
started seeing pegs round 

the  land,  we  e rec ted 
s i g n p o s t  t o  a l e r t 
unsuspected buyers,the 
group went and removed 
and carried it away. We are 
appealing to the state 
government to come and 
look into the matter as we 
have ever y document 
showing the land belongs 
to us. "

Other respondents 
while condemning the act, 
advised estate developers 
and Realtors to always 
confirm the authenticity of  
property offered to them 
for sell , to avoid falling 
into the wrong hands . 

In an interview, the 

President  General  of  
Amanuke Community, Mr 
Sam Okoye said the two 
c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e 
engaging in a discussion to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  p e a c e  i s 
maintained in the area. 

Mr Okoye however 
noted that the stakeholders 
had meetings on the land 
i s s u e  a d d i n g  t h a t 
Amanuke will continue to 
agitate for peace and 
nothing more.

The PG also cautioned 
l a n d  g r a b b e r s  a n d 
speculators to stay away 
from the land in question 
in their own personal 
interest.

and dealt with squarely.
She pointed out that 

d r u g  a b u s e  i s  a 
fundamental public health 
p r o b l e m ,  w h i c h 
agg ravates  economic 
crises that lead the youths 
into cultism and other 
v i c e s  w i t h  i t s  h u g e 
unpleasant consequences.

The NDLEA Assistant 
Commander of  Narcotics 
who x-rayed the great 
danger posed by drug 
a b u s e,  c u l t i s m ,  a l s o 
observed that the ills often 
s t a r t s  f r o m 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  t o 
addiction.

Her  words,  "Dr ug 
abuse is rampant in the 
time and days we are in 
and once a child enters 
into drug abuse, he will 
join cultism".

She appreciated Eze 
Ben Ogechi Oriaku for 
attracting and organizing 
the programme for the 
U m u d i k e u k w u 

autonomous community.
In his remarks, the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r  o f  
U m u d i k e u k w u 
autonomous community, 
Eze Ben Ogechi Oriaku 
who pointed out that the 
s e m i n a r  w a s  m a d e 
poss ib le  through the 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
Fo u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
S u r v i va l  o f  A f r i c a n 
Migrants and Royal Youth 
of  Umudikeukwu, Abia 
State chapter.

E z e  O r i a k u  w h o 
warned that the NDLEA 
would soon start invading 
the camps of  drug addicts 
and barons, pointed out it 
was the urgent need to 
arrest the growing tide of  
cultism and drug abuse 
that  necess i tated the 
seminar, to enlighten the 
youths on the dangers of  
these societal ills.

He encouraged the 
youths to shun all social 

vices and embrace good 
moral behaviour that will 
take them to a brighter and 
glorious future.

Eze Oriaku called on 
the traditional rulers and 
parents to wake up to their 
responsibilities as drug 
abuse and cultism are very 
dangerous vices.

According to him, 
d r u g  a b u s e  i s  a 
fundamental public health 
problem that aggravates 
economic crises that lead 
the youths into cultism, 
gangsterism and other 
v i c e s  w i t h  i t s  h u g e 
unpleasant consequences.

Speaking also,  the 
P r e s i d e n t ,  M i c h a e l 
Okpara University of  
Agriculture, Umudike, 
MOUAU Thunderbolt 
S e r m o n  P r e a c h e r s 
International, Mr. Uzu 
Gabriel decried that most 
y o u t h s  i n  t h e 
Communit ies  canopy 
cul t is ts,  who in tur n 
wrecked havoc and other 

devastating effect on the 
society.

According to him, 
Cultism is a conspiracy 
against the youth, hence 
the need for parents and 
the community to join 
h a n d s  w i t h  t h e 
Thunderbolt, an anticult 
ministry in campuses to 
tack le  the  cancerous 
monster to the barest 
minimum.

I n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h 
newsmen the President 
General of  Oboro Clan 
Welfare  Associat ion, 
OCWA, Sir  Matthew 
I f e n k w e ,  o b s e r v e d 
strangers and people of  
different backgrounds had 
infiltrated the Oboro clan 
o f  Ikwuano  and  the 
n e i g h b o u r i n g 
communities as a result of  
the higher institutions 
situated in Umudike.

 S i r  I f e n k we  w h o 
harped on the urgent need 
for the Youths to reduce 
substance abuse to protect 

the health, safety, and 
quality of  life for all, 
e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d r e n , 
decried that millions of  
N i g e r i a n s  p r e s e n t l y 
struggle with a drug or 
alcohol related problem, 
which has had a major 
impact on individuals, 
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d 
communities.

Drawing the attention 
o f  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e 
headaches posed by the 
inimical trend, Ifenkwe 
pointed out that the effects 
of  substance abuse are 
cumulative, significantly 
contributing to costly 
social, physical, mental, 
a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 
problems while cultism on 
the other hand is another 
social challenge that is 
striving to cripple the 
society.

The event also saw 
some resource persons 
speak on illegal migration, 
child abuse and human 
trafficking.
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Abia community, NDLEA partner against
cultism, drug abuse
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Come to our rescue and save us from land grabbers,
Achalla Community appeals to Anambra govt
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka
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News Analysis

Ist 100 days in office: It’s been bumpy,
challenging - Soludo
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Executive Governor 
of  Anambra state, Pro-
fessor Charles Chukwu-
ma Soludo has stated 

that his first one hundred days in 
office have been bumpy, and chal-
lenging in carrying out the affairs 
of  the state. 

Prof  Soludo who disclosed this 
at the Governor’s Lodge, Amaw-
bia on Saturday 25th, also noted 
that Anambra since February 
have not recieved a dime from the 
contribution of  oil revenue from 
NNPC to the federation account 
while assuring Ndi Anambra of  
ending insecurity issue.

According to him, “I am not a 
fan of  the fad about the first 100 
days. I prefer to give you compre-
hensive annual reports and I look 
forward to the first one in March 
2023. However, as a responsive 
government and as part of  our 
periodic citizens’ engagement, we 
are providing this briefing on this 
short term milestone. We will also 
periodically brief  and engage you 
as our employers, through interac-
tive phone-in radio programmes”.

“As promised, we hit the 
ground running from the first 
minute after swearing-in; work-
ing for 8 hours and 45 minutes on 
that day, starting with a three and 
a half  hours meeting on security. 
Since then, I go to the office every 
day and literally working 24/7 to 
make you proud. 

“To be sure, the last 100 days 
have been bumpy and challenging 
as expected, with insecurity and a 
red treasury being the most por-
tent, as clearly identified in our in-
augural address. Since February 
2022, the contribution of  oil reve-
nue from NNPC to the federation 
account has been zero and many 
states have difficulty paying sala-
ries. Thus, with declining revenue 
in the context of  insecurity and a 
mountain of  debt (including over 
N20 billion in arrears of  gratuity 
to pensioners since 2018) vis-à-vis 
the sky-high expectations from 
you (my employers), some funda-
mental disruptive changes are in-
evitable. I remind everyone who 
has tried to commiserate with 
me that I consciously applied for 
this job, and there will be no ex-
cuses. We thank you, Umunnem, 
for your continued solidarity and 
support. Together, Anambra will 
win!

The Governor speaking further 
said “We have spent the last 100 
hundred days addressing some 

key foundational issues: appoint-
ed, swore-in and organized a re-
treat for a new cabinet within five 
weeks; launched the campaign to 
mobilize our people to take back 
our state from criminals and head-
on systematic and comprehensive 
attack on insecurity to restore law 
and order;  revised 2022 budget 
and provided unprecedented al-
location of  64% for capital/infra-
structural development as well as 
priority for youth development; 
declared a state of  emergency on 
roads and traffic and preparing to 
flag-off  the construction of  over 
220 kilometres of  roads as the 
rains subside; getting touts out 
of  our roads and markets;  rede-
fining the purpose and character 
of  government focused upon ser-
vice delivery as well as prudent 
and transparent fiscal manage-
ment; ending the phenomenon 
of  schools without teachers and 
hospitals without doctors by em-
barking on an ambitious, open 
and competitive process to recruit 
thousands of  teachers as well as 
doctors, pharmacists and nurses 
for our hospitals;  cleaning up the 
mountains of  waste on our roads; 
working to ensure that entry into 
and exit from Anambra especial-
ly at Amansea and bridge-head 
Onitsha become pleasurable ex-
perience; signaling our urban 
renewal agenda with illustrative 
ambitious agenda for cleaning 
and modernizing Okpoko and 
Onitsha metropolis as well as 
other urban centres which will 
take greater vigor after the rainy 
season; laying the foundation for 
our everything technology and 
technology everywhere agenda; 
restructuring and digitizing our 
Internal Revenue Service;  design-
ing and approving a regime for a 
GIS and digitization of  our land 
registry; launching a policy of  
never owing gratuity to new re-
tirees and gradually paying down 
the backlog for the State civil ser-
vice and approving same for local 
governments; etc”.

“In sum, let me assure you that 
so far, so bumpy but so good! 
Most people attest that the grave 
insecurity is being significantly 
contained, and we are unrelent-
ing.  All eyes are on the ball and 
we are determined to ensure that 
despite the daunting challenges, 
our State will remain on course 
to a livable and prosperous smart 
homeland. We remain focused on 
implementing the Soludo Solu-
tion—The People’s Manifesto, 
with its five driving pillars: Secu-
rity, Law and Order; Economic 

Transformation Agenda; Social 
Agenda; Governance, Rule of  
Law and Value System; and Envi-
ronment—towards a clean, green 
and planned sustainable commu-
nities, markets and cities”. 

Additionally, “We still have a 
very long way to go. It is not time 
to celebrate anything. We are just 
warming up. In March 2023, we 
shall present you with the first an-
nual report. For now, we are keep-
ing awake to ensure your safety 
and lay the foundation for your 
prosperity. We are working hard 
and the Monday Sit at Home will 
soon be history.  Our children will 
have their full week of  studies 
and our businesses will be on full 
charge again”.

“The road ahead will be bumpy 
and every citizen has a duty to 
contribute to building a livable 
and prosperous homeland in the 
context of  dwindling resources. 
You will be called upon to bear 
some sacrifices. To my support-
ers and party members, it would 
mean that the State can longer af-
ford many political appointments. 
A nimble but effective govern-
ment will be required. Ndi Anam-
bra at home and abroad are called 
upon to pay their taxes to Anam-
bra State government. We can’t 
build those roads to your local 
governments and communities 
with bare hands. Our Covenant 
with you is that your tax money 
must work for you”.  

“For those who made a living 
by collecting revenue on behalf  of  
government through various “rev-
enue windows”, we regret that 
those can no longer work as the 
government is determined to col-
lect every kobo due to it through 
digital processes. Yes, oil money 
is out but we must survive and 
prosper. For those in government, 
it means that the State can’t afford 
any waste of  any sort. Only ex-
penditures that are absolutely im-
perative will be undertaken in our 
quest to ensure that every penny 
is devoted to give maximum val-
ue to Ndi Anambra. With the 
spirit of  sacrifice and patriotism 
by all, Anambra will surely win”.

“Let me again specially thank 
and appreciate all our citizens and 
stakeholders for their massive sol-
idarity and support--- the clergy, 
traditional rulers, town unions, 
youths and women organizations, 
market unions, transporters, 
CSOs and professional groups, 
captains of  industry, members of  
the media, etc. We appreciate the 
communities embarking on var-
ious development programmes 
without waiting for government. 
We thank those investors who, in 
spite of  the insecurity, are still bet-
ting on Anambra. You will surely 
reap the huge benefits”. 

“I must not fail to thank in a 
special way the security agencies 
as well as our vigilante, and all the 
donors and supporters who have 
contributed to the war against 
criminality in Anambra. May the 
God of  Anambra bless you all. 
We remember all the victims of  
the crass criminality and pray that 
God will grant their souls eternal 
rest. They died but we must not 
let them die in vain.  In particular, 
let me thank the members of  the 
international community for their 
solidarity, goodwill and support. 
We will soon receive many of  
you in our State, and we will lat-
er have the opportunity to docu-
ment and appreciate your various 
contributions. Anambra is ready, 
as a case study, to showcase your 
exemplary contributions to our 
country and humanity”.

“On my part, I continue to 
pledge my commitment of  abso-
lute dedication and exemplary 
service to you. As I adorn our 
locally made Akwete dress and 
wear the Anambra made shoes, 
eat Anambra foods and enjoy her 
drinks as well as drive the Anam-
bra made cars, I signal my read-
iness as the chief  promoter and 
marketer of  everything produced 
in Anambra. In time, we will take 
the made in Anambra to Africa 
and the world. God did not make 
a mistake to make us Ndi Anam-
bra. Let’s take back our state and 
make her livable and prosperous. 
Of  course, we are Ndi Anambra, 
and we can! Let’s get back to 
work”, he concluded.

For those who made a living by collecting 
revenue on behalf of government through
 various “revenue windows”, we regret 

that those can no longer work as the
 government is determined to collect every
 kobo due to it through digital processes. 
Yes, oil money is out but we must survive

 and prosper. For those in government,
 it means that the State can’t afford any

 waste of any sort. Only expenditures that
 are absolutely imperative will be undertaken

 in our quest to ensure that every penny 
is devoted to give maximum value to 

Ndi Anambra. With the spirit of sacrifice
 and patriotism by all, Anambra will 

surely win”

“

Gov. Soludo

… Says Anambra operates on 0%
revenue on Oil from Fed Acct
... Assures Ndi Anambra of an end
to insecurity 



he Enyimba City of  Aba Ta t  t h e  w e e k e n d 
witnessed what many 

have described as a political 
tsunami in waiting for the two 
major political parties, the 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) and the All Progressives 
Congress (APC). The city of  
Aba was completely shut down 
when the Young Progressive 
Party (YPP) Governorship 
candidate, Engr Nana Nwafor, 
his running mate, Dr Chima 
Anyaso, the Senatorial, House 
of  Representatives and House 
of  Assembly flag bearers of  the 
party were unveiled at the Ngwa 
High School Abayi Aba. The 
occasion attracted the presence 
of  Umuhu-Okabia, Orsu LGA 
of  Imo State-born hospital 
mogul and socialist, Chief  
Pascal Okechukwu (Cubana 
C h i e f  P r i e s t ) ,  O z u b u l u , 
Ekwusigo LGA of  Anambra 
State-born Nollywood icon, 
Azubuike (Zubby) Michael and 
the Aba born hip hop star, 
Emelogu Muruako (Ruffcoin 
Nwa Aba).  One of  the shocking 
events on the occasion was the 
open defection of  prominent 
youthful politicians in the state 
who dumped their political 
parties to team up with YPP as 
the 2023 elections approached. 
Among those who defected is 
the current elected Obingwa 
L o c a l  G ove r n m e n t  A r e a 
Chairman, Chief  Michael Ibe 
Nwoke who declared that he is 
now a member of  the YPP, 
despite still serving as LGA 
chairman which he won under 
the PDP. Nwoke, a former 
member of  the ruling People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
other prominent members of  
the PDP and APC said they 
decided to join the YPP because 
of  the vision of  the party for the 
state. Other PDP chieftains who 
defected to the YPP include; 
former chairman of  Obingwa 
council, Chief  Ben Nwankpa; 
former Special Adviser to the 
Governor, Ambassador Sarah 
Ogwudire, PDP's legal Adviser 
in Osisioma Ngwa council, 
E m m a n u e l  O k w u d i r e 
Enyinnaya,  Chie f  Jumbo 
Kamalu, Mrs Rose Onwunata, 
Hon. Victor Nwogu, who tore 
his PDP membership card, 
among others. One of  the 
d e c a m p e e s  a n d  s i t t i n g 

Councillor in Osisioma Ngwa 
council, Hon. Ikechi Ishmael 
said he had declared for the YPP 
with some of  his colleagues in 
the legislative council. State 
chairman of  YPP,  Mr Nelcin 
Uluocha, who welcomed the 
f o r m e r  P D P  m e m b e r s , 
commended them for joining 
the YPP to rescue the state from 
what he described as bad 
governance. He disclosed that 
many other Councillors from 
Obingwa, Aba South and Aba 
North council Areas had also 
joined the party. The National 
C h a i r m a n ,  Y P P,  B i s h o p 
Amakiri, said the party has 
fielded quality candidates who 
will take over the governance of  
the state in 2023. In his remarks, 
the governorship candidate, 
Engr Enyinnaya Nwafor urged 

the people of  the state to support 
the party and pledged to do a 
new thing if  elected governor of  
the state. "A new thing will 
happen in Abia State if  I'm 
elected the governor of  the 
State. We will restore the dignity 
of  man, to the glory of  God in 
Abia. "I pledge that we will not 
fail you, we do not take your 
love and support for granted. 
We will do all we can to wipe 
away the tears of  teachers, civil 
servants, pensioners and the 
youths. "I have prepared for this 
office I'm running for the past 
seven years, we will create 
w e a l t h  a n d  m a s s i v e 
infrastructural development in 
this state. Go home and thank 
God for hope has come to Abia 
S t a t e. "  S p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e 
decampees, Chief  Michael Ibe 

Nwoke, said it was time for the 
yo u t h s  t o  t a k e  ove r  t h e 
governance of  the state while 
the elderly should play advisory 
roles and called on the electorate 
to get their voters card to vote 
out the PDP in 2023. "It's time 
for the youths to take over 
governance of  the state. The 
youths should work and support 
the elderly at home and not the 
other way around. Our elders 
have tried, it's time for the 
youths to do their best to restore 
the state," he said. In his part, 
Cubana Chief  Priest reminded 
the mammoth crowd that 
despite hailing from Imo State, 
he was born and bred in Aba and 
will want nothing than a better 
government for Abia State. He 
urged the youths to reject the 
Government of  the old people 

which he declared fraudulent 
and deceitful, stressing that the 
government of  youths that the 
YPP will offer to Abians will be 
the best. The Chief  Promised 
that he and other supporters of  
the  YPP movement in Abia 
State will sponsor the flying of  
drowns in all the pooling units in 
the state to ensure that there will 
be no stealing of  votes and any 
manipulation of  whatever kind 
so that the people's choice will 
e m e r g e  v i c t o r i o u s .  T h e 
highlight of  the occasion was 
the giving away of  a brand new 
Lexus Jeep to a lucky winner by 
the Chief  Priest who demanded 
t h a t  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r 
Permanent Voters Card (PVC) 
should present it of  which the 
lucky winner was among those 
who came out with their PVCs.
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News Feature

Politics meets entertainment, as
Cubana Chief Priest, Zubby Michael,
Ruffcoin steal show in Aba
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba
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Foreign News

U
krainian officials 
said at least two peo-
ple were injured and 
some were trapped 

under the rubble after missiles 
struck a district near Kyiv’s 
center. Meanwhile, G7 leaders 
were due to meet in Germany. 
DW has the latest.

Missiles strike Kyiv district 
G7 summit kicks off  in Germa-
ny under shadow of  Ukraine 
war Russia to send nuclear-ca-
pable missiles to Belarus

This article was last updated 
at 06:47 UTC/GMT

Britain’s Ministry of  Defense 
said most Ukrainian forces had 
withdrawn from their remain-
ing defensive positions in the 
city of  Sievierodonetsk.

The intelligence update said 
this was a significant develop-
ment for Russia’s offensive with 
a focus on the Donbas region.

The British report said Rus-
sian forces will also need to 
advance on the major center of  
Kramatorsk and secure major 
supply routes to the Donetsk 
city if  Moscow wishes to oc-
cupy the whole of  the Donbas 
region.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said on Telegram that multi-
ple explosions had taken place 
in the central Shevchenkivskyi 
district at around 6:30 a.m. lo-
cal time (0330 UTC) on Sun-
day.

The district is home to univer-
sities, restaurants, and galleries.

“Ambulance crews and res-
cuers dispatched to the scene. 
Residents are being rescued 
and evacuated from two build-
ings,” he said.

Klitschko later said two peo-
ple were hospitalized and res-
cue efforts were ongoing as 
people were trapped under the 
rubble. He said a seven-year-old 
girl had been rescued from the 

rubble, and her mother was cur-
rently being removed as well.

Emmanuelle Chaze, DW’s 
correspondent in Kyiv, said one 
person was found dead after the 
shelling.

Anton Herashchenko, an ad-
visor to the Ukrainian interior 
minister, said a nine-story apart-
ment building was struck, and 
another rocket hit the grounds 
of  a kindergarten.

The AFP news agency had re-
ported four explosions, adding 
that a residential complex near 
the center of  the city had been 
hit, causing a fire and cloud of  
grey smoke.

Germany is hosting the G7 
summit from Sunday to Tues-

day at the Elmau luxury resort 
in the Bavarian Alps.

World leaders began arriv-
ing on Saturday, including US 
President Joe Biden. As well as 
attending the summit, Biden is 
due to meet for bilateral talks 
with German Chancellor Olaf  
Scholz.

Scholz has said it is important 
that the summit send a signal of  
united support for Ukraine.

Proposals to jointly increase 
pressure on Russia, collective 
military and humanitarian sup-
port for Ukraine, and the im-
pact of  the conflict in driving 
energy and food prices sharply 
higher will be focal points at the 
summit.

Ukraine: Multiple airstrikes hit Kyiv district 

Missiles hit a residential building in the typically lively district.

Museveni advises Kabale people against
smuggling goods into Rwanda

P
resident Yoweri Mu-
seveni has advised 
the people of  Kabale 
district to refrain from 

smuggling goods into Rwanda 
and instead transact goods in 
formal business.

“Greetings to you, people of  
Kabale. Do you still smuggle 
goods into Rwanda and sell 
on the black market? If  not, 
I thank you Bakiga for stop-
ping the vice of  smuggling. 
The border is now officially 
open. Engage yourselves in 
formal business for those who 
are in the commercial sector. 
The construction of  the bor-
der post premises is ongoing 

to meet the required standards 
together with the road itself,” 
the President said, adding that 
what is most important is to 
focus on poverty eradication 
in homes.

The President made the re-
marks while addressing the 
people of  Kabale on Saturday 
at the border town of  Katu-
na and Kabale Municipality 
on arrival from the Rwandan 
capital, Kigali, where he had 
gone to join other heads of  
state that had convened to at-
tend the 26th Commonwealth 
Heads of  Government Meet-
ing (CHOGM). He travelled 
to and from Rwanda by road.

At Katuna border post, the 
President was received by the 
Minister of  State for Trans-
port, Fred Byamukama, the 
Minister of  State for Industry 
and area MP, David Bahati, 
the UPDF 2nd Division Com-
mander, Maj. Gen. Francis 
Takirwa, Kabale district RDC 
Godfrey Nyakahuma, the Ka-
bale LC5 chairman, Nelson 
Nshangabasheija, UNRA con-
tractors and border post offi-
cials among others.

Museveni urged the people 
to put into practice the objec-
tives of  Parish Development 
Model as the government has 
outlined to eradicate poverty in 

their individual homes.
“The scheme will benefit 

people who are on small land-
holding,” Museveni said.

The President also told them 
that respective area MPs in the 
country will sensitise their peo-
ple on how the fund will be ac-
cessed in their constituencies.

“The other source of  funds 
for your local communities is 
the Emyooga funds. This also 
supports people on small land-
holdings,” he said.

He also thanked the people 
of  Kabale for exhibiting over-
whelming political support to 
the NRM party. 

Russia intends to supply 
nuclear-capable Iskander-M 
missile systems to Belarus in 
the coming months, President 
Vladimir Putin said on Satur-
day.

“In the coming months, 
we will transfer to Belarus 
Iskander-M tactical missile 
systems, which can use ballis-
tic or cruise missiles, in their 
conventional and nuclear ver-
sions,” Putin said in a broad-
cast on Russian television at 
the start of  his meeting with 
Belarusian strongman Alexan-
der Lukashenko in Saint Peters-
burg.

Putin also said Russia would 
help Belarus upgrade its fleet of  

Su-25 fighter jets to make them 
capable of  carrying nuclear 
weapons.

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on Saturday urged fel-
low G7 leaders not to “give up” 
on Ukraine four months into 
Russia’s war. He also pledged 
fresh financial support for Kyiv.

In a late-night video address, 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said his country 
had been hit by 45 Russian mis-
siles over the previous 24 hours, 
which he described as a cynical 
attempt to break Ukrainians’ 
spirits.

The Ukrainian city of  Sievier-
odonetsk in Luhansk Oblast is 
now completely under Russian 
control, a senior official from 
Russia’s Defense Ministry has 
said.

Ukraine’s largest LGBTQ 
rights event, KyivPride, has 
taken place jointly with War-
saw’s annual Equality Parade 
owing to restrictions imposed 
in Ukraine amid Russia’s inva-
sion.

Buildings and infrastructure 
at a nuclear research facili-
ty in the northeastern city of  
Kharkiv has been damaged 
by Russian shelling, Ukraine’s 
State Nuclear Regulatory In-
spectorate said.

Russia is drawing on reserv-
ists to replenish its forces in 
eastern Ukraine, the head of  
Ukraine’s military intelligence 
has told Reuters news agency.

Russia came down heavily 
on military sites in western and 
northern Ukraine with dozens 
of  missiles targeting these loca-
tions. 



Man allegedly hacks mother
of 2 to death in Anambra 

News

Foundation holds annual science quiz
competition for public secondary school
students in Anambra 
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha   

T
he Prince Emeka Ay-
abazu Foundation has 
completed this year’s 

2022 annual science quiz 
competition among public 
secondary schools students 
in Anambra State.

News Echo gathered that 
the annual programme, 
sponsored by the Managing 
Director of  I.A Mesco Ven-
tures Nigeria Limited, Prince 
Emeka Ayabazu, was aimed 
at enhancing brilliant aca-
demic performance among 
public secondary school stu-
dents and to encourage more 
students to embrace science 
subjects.

The cash prices, certifi-
cates, book prizes and tro-
phies prizes given to the win-
ners were to serve as impetus 
to achieving these aims.

The grand finale/award 
ceremony of  the competi-
tion, organized by I.A Ven-
tures Nig. Limited in collab-
oration with the State Post 
Primary Schools Service 
Commission (PPSSC), took 
place at the ASUBEB con-
ference hall, Awka, over the 

weekend.
In his remarks, Prince Ay-

abazu, who was represent-
ed by Deacon Emmanuel 
Okeke, said, “supporting our 
educational system through 
this quiz programme will fur-
ther encourage and provoke 
our teeming youths’ self-con-
fidence and dependence, 
build their capacity, digital-
ized them, improve their in-
novations and creativity, help 
them discover and actualise 
their talents through capacity 
building, thereby leading to 
self-sustenance.”

Okeke, said that the Foun-
dation started the education 
encouragement programme 
in 2009 and it will continue, 
to ensure that education gets 
to every poor and vulnerable 
household in Anambra state.

Hopefully, the Science 
quiz, in no distant time could 
be extended to private sec-
ondary schools in the state, 
Okeke added.

Earlier, the State Commis-
sioner for Education, Prof. 
Ngozi Chuma-Udeh, while 
declaring the event open, 
said skill acquisition in line 
with the state government 
reformed education system 

remain the main focus of  
governor Chukwuma Solu-
do’s administration.

The Commissioner ad-
vised the sponsor, Prince 
Ayabazu, to upgrade the pro-
gramme to Newspapers, Ra-
dio and Television advertise-
ment for wider participation.

In her remarks, the Anam-
bra State Executive Secretary 

and the quiz facilitator, Mrs 
Ndidi Stella Oranusi, said 
that the purpose of  the quiz 
was to test the intellectual 
abilities of  participating stu-
dents and prepare them for 
greater educational attain-
ments in life.

According to the PPSSC 
boss, all the public Senior 
Secondary Schools in Anam-

Alleged Organ trafficking:
Ebonyi govt appeals to UK government

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment has urged the 
UK Government to 

act progressively and crit-
ically look at the intention 
of  the detained Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu and wife 
and  give them the benefit 
of  the doubt.

The state Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation Barr. Orji 
Uchenna Orji in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said 
government is reaching 
out to the family of  David 
Okemini Ukpo from Eb-
onyi State, whose informa-
tion to the Metropolitan 
Authority of  UK orches-
trated the criminal charge 
incidented against the Dis-
tinguished Senator and his 
wife.

He enjoined the pub-
lic especially those with 
shades of  opinions and 
surge of  anxieties to re-
main calm as we hope to 
see light at the end of  the 
tunne

The statement reads:
1  Ebonyi State Gov -

ernment is following up 
the turn of  events and 
twists that followed the 
medical intention of  the 
former Deputy Senate 
President,  Distinguished 
Senator Ike Ekweremadu 
over the health condition 
of  his daughter Ms Sonia 
Ekweremadu and the cir-
cumstances that led to the 

detention of  Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu and his wife 
in United Kingdom.

2. While we urge the 
UK Government to act 
progressively and meticu-
lously and critically look 
at the intention (Mens rea) 
and the minds of  the de-
tained family and please 
give them the benefit of  
the doubt, we enjoin the 
public especially those 
with shades of  opinions 
and surge of  anxieties to 
remain calm as we hope to 
see light at the end of  the 
tunnel.

3. The State Govern-
ment is reaching out to the 
family of  David Okemini 
Ukpo from Ebonyi State, 
whose information to the 
Metropolitan Authority 
of  UK orchestrated the 
criminal charge incidented 
against the Distinguished 
Senator and his wife.

The State Government 
stands with Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu at this trial 
moment and hopes that 
the truth and nothing but 
the truth shall guide the 
outcome of  the matter.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State Po-
lice Operatives have 
arrested a 30-year-old 

man, Ebube Oba, for alleg-
edly killing a mother of  two, 
Mrs Uzoamaka Ekpe aged 
45 years over a misunder-
standing that ensued amongh 
them. The incident, accord-
ing to the State Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP Iken-
ga Tochukwu, in a statement, 
on Sunday, happened at Ugo-
chukwu lane Nkpor Agu, 
Ogidi in Idemili North Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 
State, on Saturday evening.

He said Preliminary infor-
mation reveals that late Mrs 
Uzoamaka had a quarrel 
with the suspect which re-
sulted to fisticuffs. Ebube hit 
the victim on the chest and 
face with a fist blow before 
she collapsed. she was rushed 
to the hospital and was later 
confirmed dead by a medical 
doctor on duty. The body has 
been deposited at  the morgue 
and the suspect is in custody.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice, CP Echeng Echeng, ad-
vised the public not to yield 
to uncontrollable anger at 
all times. The case shall be 
charged to court after investi-
gations, the PPRO added.

The newly trained ofcers of  the NCSDC, Anambra command during their passing out parade in Awka.

Gunmen kill Catholic priest in Kaduna

A
bout a week after 
gunmen attacked two 
churches in Kaduna, 

armed persons killed a Catho-
lic priest in the state.

The gunmen attacked a 
farm on Saturday and killed 
the Catholic priest, Vitus Boro-
go.

The chancellor of  the 
Catholic Archdiocese of  Ka-
duna, Christian Emmanuel, 
confirmed the incident in a 
statement to journalists.

“It is with a heavy heart, 
but with total submission to 
the will of  God that we an-
nounce the death of  Rev. Fr. 
Vitus Borogo, which sad event 
took place today, at Prison 
Farm, Kujama, along Kadu-
na-Kachia road, after a raid 
on the farm by terrorists,” Mr 
Borogo said in a statement.

“Until his death, late Fr 
Vitus aged 50 years was the 

Chaplain of  the Catholic 
Community of  the Kaduna 
State Polytechnic, and the 
Chairman of  the Nigerian 
Catholic Diocesan Priests As-
sociation (NCDPA), Kaduna 
Chapter.

“Most Rev. Matthew Man-
Oso Ndagoso, the Catholic 
Archbishop of  Kaduna con-
doles with the immediate fam-
ily, the NFCS Family of  Ka-
duna Polytechnic, and indeed 
the entire Kaduna Polytechnic 
Community and assures them 
of  his fraternal closeness and 
prayers.” “Meanwhile, we 
commit his soul to the mater-
nal intercession of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and call on all 
men and women of  goodwill 
to continue to pray for the 
peaceful repose of  his soul 
and for the consolation of  his 
bereaved family, especially his 
mother,” the statement said.

bra State (SS2 students), pre-
cisely, participate in the com-
petition which took place at 
three levels; Local Govern-
ment, Zonal and State levels.

She said the students were 
tested in five subjects, which 
included physics, chemistry, 
biology, Mathematics and 
English Language.

She added that since the 
inauguration of  the program 
in 2009, students have won 
various awards in the state fi-
nals, this include cash prices, 
certificates, book prizes and 
trophies.

She said that the state 
Government in recognition 
of  Prince Ayabazu’s efforts 
in building education in the 
state, gave him an award of  
Excellence in 2021.

She use the event, plead 
with other well-meaning An-
ambrarians to emulate the 
kind gesture of  Prince Eme-
ka Ayabazu, to move educa-
tion in the state to a global 
level.

Mrs. Oranusi, commended 
the state governor, Chukwu-
ma Soludo, for the huge suc-
cess of  the programme.

Students who made it to 
the final stage of  the 2022 
edition with various moti-
vational prizes, were Miss 
Nnakenyi Chisom of  Maria 
Regina Secondary School 
Nnewi, (1st position), Eme-
kegbuna Chinecherem of  
QRC School Onitsha (2nd 
position), Ezenwune Fa-
vour of  LSSS School Adazi 
(Anaocha LGA, 3rd posi-
tion), Adigwe Chisom of  
LSSS Adazi (Anaocha LGA, 
4th position), Nweje Soluch-
ukwu of  DMGS Onitsha, 
5th position while Abara 
Elvis of  St. Charles College 
Onitsha end with sixth posi-
tion.

Miss Nnakenyi Chisom, 
on behalf  of  others thanked 
the state government, the 
Foundation, her teachers and 
her parent for their kind mo-
tivation.

... Promises to meet victim’s family



News

I’ll step up advocacy to end Osu Caste
system in Enugu - Nwobodo
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

G
ubernatorial Can-
didate of  Accord 
Party (AP) for 

Enugu State in 2023 gener-
al elections,  Dr John Nwo-
bodo, has said that if  elect-
ed, he will step up fight 
against outcastes system 
whereby some people are 
regarded as freeborn while 
others are slaves, aliens and 
foreigners.

The outcastes system 
which is known as Osu in 
Igboland is a culture which 
many have been fighting in 
recent time to avoid feud 
and acrimony among com-

munities and individuals.
Speaking to newsmen 

in Enugu at the weekend, 
Nwobodo deplored the sys-
tem saying that segregation 
is not good which even the 
Constitution abhors, saying 
that he would do everything 
humanly possible as a hu-
man right lawyers to ensure 
that people will not be dis-
criminated against.

“I’ll fight the Osu Caste 
System in Enugu State . 
Everybody is a Freeborn as 
far as this country is con-
cerned.

“As a human right law-
yer, I’ll fight for everybody’s 
right in the state.  I’ll step 
up fight against Osu Caste 
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System,” he said.
On the choice of  his run-

ning mate for the 2023 gov-
ernorship election,  Nwo -
bodo said his deputy would 
be made known before the 
INEC deadline for submis-
sion of  deputy governor’s 
name on July 1.

He said that in due course 
he would unveil his runny 
mate, adding that, “we are 
cautious of  INEC time lag 
on the choice of  a running 
mate.”

The Accord Party stand-
ard bearer dispelled the 
insinuation that he was 
holding fort for the PDP 
candidate, Peter Mbah, and 
that he would step down 

for him.
Nwobodo said that he 

was not holding fort for an-
ybody and that he was in 
the race to “fill the vacuum 
created by PDP.” He said 
that nothing would make 
him to step down for any-
body but rather would pur-
sue his ambition to be next 
governor.

“I am not aware of  hold-
ing fort for anybody.  I am 
running to fill the vacuum 
e by PDP.

“How will I step down?  
I am in a different par-
ty.  Stepping down is a 
non-starter.  It is out of  the 
question,” he said 

He reiterated his earlier 

Insecurity: Zamfara govt authorises residents
to obtain guns for self-defense

T
he Zamfara State Gov-
ernment has directed 
residents of  the state 

to obtain guns in order to de-
fend themselves against ban-
dits who appear to be ravag-
ing the state.

The directive was con-
tained in a statement by the 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion Mr. Ibrahim Dosara 
on Saturday. According the 
government, the measure be-
came necessary following the 
deteriorating security situa-
tion in parts of  the state.

 “Government has hence-
forth, directed individuals to 
prepare and obtain guns to 
defend themselves against 
the bandits, as government 
has directed the state com-
missioner of  police to issue 
license to all those who qual-
ify and are wishing to obtain 
such guns to defend them-
selves,” the statement partly 
read. The commissioner fur-
ther noted that the govern-
ment has already concluded 
arrangements to distribute 
500 forms to each of  the 19 
emirates in the state for those 

willing to obtain the guns.
Dosara asked those who 

are qualified and willing to 
own guns to reach out to the 
state Commissioner of  Police 
and obtain gun licenses after 
satisfying the necessary crite-
ria.

Beyond obtaining guns, the 
state government has also or-
dered for the recruitment of  
200 additional Community 
Protection Guards in each of  
the 19 emirates of  the state.

Additionally, Governor 
Mohammed Matawalle has 
ordered that all markets with-
in the Mada, Wonaka, and 
Ruwan Bore Districts of  Gu-
sau local government, as well 
as Yansoto emirate in Tsafe 
local government area be 
shut, while motorcycle opera-
tions have been banned.

The order reads in parts; 
“Following increase in the 

activities of  bandits in vari-
ous parts of  the state and the 
government commitment to 
ensure adequate security and 
protection of  lives and prop-
erty of  the citizenry in the 
state, particularly during this 

promise during his accept-
ance speech as the Accord 
Party candidate that when 
voted into power, he would 
complete all abandoned 
projects left off  by past ad-
ministrations.

He reaffirmed that he 
will aggressively embark 

on road infrastructure to 
link up rural communi-
ties as well as ensure that 
the teeming unemployed 
youths in the state are pro-
vided with employment 
by setting up a board akin 
to National Directorate of  
Employment (NDE).

rainy season, government has 
resolved to take further meas-
ures to deal with the recent 
escalating attacks, kidnapping 
and the criminal levies being 
enforced on our innocent 
communities.

“This act of  terrorism has 
been a source of  worry and 
concern to the people and 
government of  the state. 
Therefore, in order to deal de-
cisively with the situation in 
our respective communities, 
government has no option 
than to take the following 
measures:

“A. Government has hence-
forth, directed individuals to 
prepare and obtain guns to 
defend themselves against the 
bandits, as government has di-
rected the state commissioner 
of  police to issue license to 
all those who qualify and are 
wishing to obtain such guns 
to defend themselves. Gov-
ernment is ready to facilitate 
people, especially our farmers 
to secure basic weapons for 
defending themselves. Gov-
ernment has already conclud-
ed arrangement to distribute 

500 forms to each of  the 19 
Emirates in the state for those 
willing to obtain guns to de-
fend themselves.

“B. People must apply from 
the Commissioner of  Police, 
license to own guns and such 
other basic weapons to be 
used in defending themselves.

“C. A secretariat or centre 
will be established for the col-
lection of  intelligence on the 
activities of  informants.

“D. People are strictly 
warned and advised to make 
sure that any information or 
intelligence about an inform-
ant must be true and nothing 
but the truth, as all informa-
tion on such informants must 
carry correct data on the sus-
pects, including their pictures, 
correct names, address, occu-
pation and witness to testify 
the genuity of  the informa-
tion given, as government 
is taking punitive measures 
against any one found as in-
formant on who give wrong 
information against anybody, 
will be served the same pun-
ishment with an informant 
and will be treated as such”.

Uzodimma inaugurates  
governing council of Imo 
Agric University
By Jennifer John 

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo 
State, Saturday 

inaugurated  the Govern -
ing Council, University of  
Agriculture and Veterinary 
Sciences, Umuagwo.

Addressing members 
of  the newly inaugurated 
council and other stake-
holders, Governor Uzod-
imma said it was the duty 
of  Governing Council to 
interpret and see to the im-
plementation of  the mission 
and vision of  the institution 
and urged them to work as-
siduously to ensure accredi-
tation for all courses of  the 
university

Uzodimma made it clear 
that it was the first Govern-
ing Council for the Univer-
sity, recalling that the school 
was largely a private univer-
sity, under a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) arrange-
ment at the inception of  his 
administration, but through 

the dogged effort of  his ad-
ministration, and in line 
with its recovery agenda, it 
was recovered back as ful-
ly Imo State Government 
owned university.

While congratulating 
members of  the Govern-
ing Council, the governor 
expressed optimism that 
they were equal to the task 
ahead. He said with their 
dogged effort, the Univer-
sity will able to provide 
more jobs for o the teaming 
unemployed youths of  the 
state. 

The governor urged the 
management to always 
aim for excellence in all 
its activities by employing 
research and innovative 
programmes, urging the 
Governing Council to work 
with the management to 
ensure that the university 
utilizes it’s specialized man-
power to explore and max-
imize the enormous poten-
tialities in the agricultural 
sector.

Ogbaru, Onitsha drainage pipe.

Anambra Junior Athletics Championship 
for U-15, U-17 set for kick-off June 30
Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

T
he inaugural edition 
of  the maiden An-
ambra State Junior 

Athletics Championships, 
has been slated to hold be-
tween Thursday, June 30 
and Friday, July 1, 2022 at 
the Awka City Stadium.

Our Correspondent gath-
ered that the Under 15 and 
17 sporting event initiated 
by the Anambra State Sports 
Development Commission 
will feature male and female 
participants drawn from the 
21 local government areas 
of  the state.

The Chairman of  the 
Commission, Chief  Tony 
Oli, had in an earlier in-
terview with, stated that 
the championship will be a 
unique one.

 “This Championship will 
be huge in every ramifica-
tion. Anambra State has its 

focus on talent discovery 
and this will provide fertile 
window in that regard,” 
Chief  Oli enthused.

 “Just like we have done 
in football via academicals 
which entered the 3rd edi-
tion, we want to make this 
an annual program that will 
give us Athletes bank for all 
Athletics event.

“It will also help us dis-
cover young talents at the 
right age, build a data base 
of  potential champions and 
select athletes that will be 
representing the Anambra 
State at the National youth 
games that normally takes 
place in September”.

Oli stressed that the com-
mission considered the 
school calendar and long 
vacation in fixing the com-
petition schedule. He fur-
ther said that the state would 
start thinking of  camping 
for the Youth Games in Au-
gust.
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Foreign News

A
new judicial report 
claims Jacob Zuma is 
“a critical player” in a 
massive theft from state 

enterprises in South Africa. But the 
ex-president pledged to challenge 
the findings.

South Africa’s former president 
Jacob Zuma plans to challenge the 

South African President, Cyril Ramaphosa (r) receiving �nal report from Chief Justice Raymond Zondo last week.

findings of  a judicial report into 
rampant corruption during his nine-
year tenure, his spokesperson said 
Saturday.

Mzwanele Manyi, a spokesperson 
for the Zuma Foundation, told a 
news conference in northern Johan-
nesburg that the ex-leader regarded 
the 5,600-page Zondo Commission 

report as “unlawful and highly irra-
tional.”

Manyi added that the probe into 
an estimated $30 billion (€28.4 bil-
lion) of  theft from state companies 
was “full of  innuendo, gossip and 
conjecture” and “very short on con-
crete evidence.”

Zuma stayed away from the news 

South Africa’s Zuma slams 
corruption report as ‘irrational’

Russia steps up missile strikes on Ukraine
as G7 leaders gather

conference on the advice of  his legal 
team as he remains on parole.

The 80-year-old former president 
had personally set up the investigat-
ing panel in 2018. The inquiry, led 
by Chief  Justice Raymond Zondo, 
was prompted by an earlier report 
that detailed the shocking scale of  
corruption at state enterprises.

The new report, which took 
four years to complete and was 
published on Wednesday, accused 
Zuma of  being “a critical player” 
in a graft plot that saw the state-run 
firms raided for private gain.

The companies affected include 
power utility firm Eskom, rail, port 
and pipeline operation Transnet, 
and flag carrier South African Air-
ways, among others.

According to the report, the ben-
eficiaries included the Gupta family 
of  business tycoons, who employed 
Zuma’s son Duduzane.

Duduzane became the “con-
duit” in the graft scheme and Zuma 
“would do anything that the Gup-
tas wanted him to do for them,” the 
findings showed.

The Guptas allegedly influenced 
top cabinet appointments and se-
cured business deals with giant 
state-owned companies on very fa-
vorable terms.

Two of  the Gupta brothers, who 
fled the country the same year the 
corruption probe started, were ar-
rested earlier this month in Dubai 
and are expected to be extradited to 
South Africa.

Local media said the findings of  
the probe would help to prosecute 
cases of  fraud, money laundering 
and other financial crimes by sever-
al wealthy individuals.

The inquiry incriminated 1,438 
individuals and institutions, includ-
ing Zuma and his African National 
Congress (ANC) party, which was 
once led by Nelson Mandela.

If  the ANC had not protected 
Zuma, the Guptas would probably 
have fled the country sooner and 
would not have looted as much as 
they did, the inquiry found.

Zuma initially testified in front 
of  the commission, only to rule out 
further cooperation.

He then ignored summonses and 
an order by South Africa’s Consti-
tutional Court to testify, which led 
to a 15-month jail sentence for con-
tempt.

Residential building damaged by a Russian missile strike, in Kyiv.

R
ussian missiles hit an 
apartment block and kin-
dergarten in the Ukrain-
ian capital Kyiv on Sun-

day, in strikes U.S. President Joe 
Biden condemned as “barbarism” 
as world leaders gathered in Europe 
to discuss further sanctions against 
Moscow.

Up to four explosions shook 
central Kyiv in the early hours, in 
the first such attack on the city in 
weeks. Two more blasts were heard 

on the southern outskirts of  the city 
later in the day, a Reuters reporter 
said.

“The Russians hit Kyiv again. 
Missiles damaged an apartment 
building and a kindergarten,” said 
Andriy Yermak, head of  the presi-
dent’s administration.

A Reuters photographer saw a 
large blast crater by a playground 
in a kindergarten that had smashed 
windows.

Ukraine’s police chief, Ihor Kly-

menko, said on national television 
that five people had been wounded, 
and police later said one person was 
killed.

Russia has stepped up air strikes 
on Ukraine this weekend, which has 
also seen the fall of  a strategic east-
ern city to pro-Russian forces.

“It’s more of  their barbarism,” 
said Biden, referring to the missile 
strikes on Kyiv, as leaders from the 
Group of  Seven (G7) rich democra-
cies gathered for a summit in Ger-
many.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba said G7 countries 
should respond to the latest missile 
strikes by imposing further sanc-
tions on Russia and providing more 
heavy weapons to Ukraine.

As Europe’s biggest land conflict 
since World War Two entered its 
fifth month, the Western alliance 
supporting Kyiv was starting to 
show signs of  strain as leaders fret 
about the growing economic cost.

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said the West needed to 
maintain a united front against Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

“The price of  backing down, the 
price of  allowing Putin to succeed, 
to hack off  huge parts of  Ukraine, 
to continue with his programme of  
conquest, that price will be far, far 
higher,” he told reporters.

Life had been returning to nor-
mal in Kyiv after fierce resistance 
held off  Russian advances in the 
early phase of  the war, although air 
raid sirens regularly sound across 
the city.

There had been no major strikes 
on Kyiv since early June.

The city’s mayor, Vitali Klitschko, 
said on the Telegram messaging app 
that Sunday’s strike had partially 
destroyed a nine-storey apartment 
building in the historic Shevchen-
kivskiy district of  central Kyiv and 
caused a fire.

“There are people under the rub-
ble,” Klitschko said. “They have 
pulled out a seven-year-old girl. She 
is alive. Now they’re trying to res-
cue her mother.”

A Ukrainian air force spokesper-
son said the strike was carried out 
with between four to six long-range 
missiles fired from Russian bomb-
ers more than 1,000 kilometres 
away in the southern Russian re-
gion of  Astrakhan.

He said some of  the incoming 
missiles were shot down.

Two Russian missiles also struck 
the central city of  Cherkasy, which 
until now had been largely un-
touched by bombardment, accord-
ing to regional authorities, who said 
one person had been killed and five 
others wounded.



DLEA has arrested 

Na suspected drug 
k ingp in  a t  the  

M u r t a l a  M u h a m m e d  
Inter nat ional  Air por t ,  
( M M I A ) ,  L a g o s  f o r  
allegedly behind attempts to 
expor t  40  pa rce l s  o f  
M e t h a m p h e t a m i n e  t o  
London.

NDLEA's Director,  
Media and Advocacy, Mr 
Femi Babafemi, stated in 
Abuja on Sunday that the 
suspect was arrested on 
Saturday after three weeks 
of  painstaking investigation 
and tracking by NDLEA's 
operatives.

He alleged that the 
consignment went through 
the Nigerian Aviation 
Handling Company Plc. 
(NAHCO) export shed of  
the airport.

Babafemi stated also 
that the suspect was arrested 
a t  M a n a c o l a  E s t a t e ,  

 33-year-old man, 

AGabriel Volts, has 
been arrested by 

police officers in Delta State 
for allegedly beheading his 
son for ritual purposes.

This was contained in a 
statement issued by the 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e 
Command, DSP Bright 

h e  K o g i  S t a t e TGover nment  on 
Sunday, confirmed 

t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t w o 
kidnappers and the rescue 
of  victims by hunters.

This was contained in a 
statement by the Special 
Assistant on Media to 
Okehi Local Government 
Chairman, King Habib.

He said the bandits 
were killed in Okehi during 
an exchange of  gunfire with 
security operatives, who 
were combing the bush to 
r e s c u e  s o m e  k i d n a p 
victims.

Habib added that one 
of  the kidnappers died 
during an exchange of  
gunfire, while another died 
on his way to the hospital 
for treatment.

H e  s a i d ,  “ H i s 
Excellency, Alh Yahaya 

B e l l o,  t h e  E x e c u t i ve 
Governor of  Kogi State had 
directed the Okehi Local 
G ove r n m e n t  C o u n c i l 
Chairman to swing into 
action and make Okehi LG 
and its environs safe.”

He added that hunters 
in Okehi LG led an early 
morning operation and 
a p p r e h e n d e d  s o m e 
kidnappers at Upogoro Hill 
upon credible intelligence 
reports from operatives of  
Okehi LG Joint Taskforce, 
adding that the gang has 
been terrorizing motorists 
and commuters  a long 
Okene-Lokoja Road and 
Okene-Auchi Road of  Kogi 
State before being nabbed.

Meanwhile, the Kogi 
State Police Command 
Public Relations Officer did 
not pick his calls when 
contacted for confirmation.

Edafe, copies of  which 
were made available to 
journalists in Warri.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
disclosed that the suspect 
took his one year, eight 
months old son from his 
wife and then went to 
Etinabobo bush in Edo 
State where he used a hand 
saw to cut off  the head of  

the little boy and then 
buried him beside a palm 
tree.

T h e  P P RO  s t a t e d 
further, “The suspect was 
arrested after the child went 
missing, and the suspect 
lied to the wife that the son 
was with his sister in Warri, 
which turned out to be false.

“This prompted the 
wife to be suspicious. So, 
she reported to the Police.

“Suspect has confessed 
to the alleged crime.”

 Catholic priest in 

AI k a b i g b o 
C o m m u n i t y , 

E t s a k o  W e s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Edo 
State, popularly known as 
Rev. Father Osia was on 
Sunday morning kidnapped 
by gunmen.

The victim was whisked 
away by gunmen as he was 
preparing for Sunday Mass 
when his residence was 
invaded.

A source, who sought 
f o r  a n o n y m i t y  i n  t h e 
community, told newsmen 
that already, the community 
vigilante group are combing 
the bush to ensure they 
rescue the priest.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
source, the gunmen had shot 
one of  the community boys 
searching for the reverend 
father, explaining that the 

victim was rushed to the 
hospital for treatment.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident, traditional ruler of  
the community, Bramah 
Alegeh expla ined  that 
efforts are going on to ensure 

 team of  police 

Aand vigilante led 
by the Divisional 

Police Officer in Orogun, 
Ughel l i  Nor th  Local 
Government Area, SP 
Obonoh Ndem,  have 
reportedly wounded two 
suspected armed robbers.

They also arrested a 
22-year -o ld  Benedic t 
Agbawara of  Abbi town 

during an exchange of  
gunfire along Igbuku road 
in Orogun Community.

It was learnt that the 
suspects sustained bullet 
injuries.

T h e  p o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered three locally-
made cut-to-size guns, one 
live cartridge and one 
motorcyc le  f rom the 
suspect.

The Delta State Police 
Command led by CP Ari 
M u h a m m e d  A l i , 
confirmed the report in a 
statement signed by the 
Police Public Relations 
Officer, DSP Bright Edafe.

According to him, 
“The Injured suspects 
were taken to the hospital 
where they later died 
while receiving treatment. 
Investigation is ongoing.”

the release of  the Catholic 
Priest.

He further confirmed 
t h a t  t h e  A r m y  i n 
collaboration with local 
vigilante was combing the 
bush to ensure the release of  

the cleric.
SP Chidi Nwanbor, the 

state command spokesman 
promised to get back when 
contacted but has not up to 
time of  filing the report.

injections.
“ T h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d  

suspect claims he's from 
Osun,'' he stated.

A l s o,  a  B r a z i l i a n  
returnee, Igwedum Uche 
Benson was arrested at the 
arrival hall of  the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, Ikeja Lagos, with 
pellets of  cocaine concealed 
in his private part.

Igwedum Uche Benson, 
according  to  NDLEA 

Alakuko area of  Lagos three 
weeks  a f t e r  h i s  d r ug  
consignment  weighing 
2.05kg was intercepted at the 
airport.

His freight agent was 
arrested on June 7.

“During interrogation, 
the suspect said he is from 
Ahiazu, Mbaise Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
and had lived in Dubai for 10 
years before returning to 
Nigeria in 2019.

“He said that after his 
return to Nigeria, he opened 
a phone accessories shop in 
Sango Ota, Ogun state but 
the business collapsed.

“He then started sending 
cigarettes to London and 
decided to conceal the illicit 
drug in the consignment 
after advice by a friend,'' 
Babafemi stated.

He added that closely-
related to the arrest was the 
s e i z u r e  o f  a n o t h e r  

operatives, was arrested on 
Monday, June 20, 2022 at 
the Lagos airport upon his 
arrival on Ethiopian Airlines 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil via 
Addis Ababa.

Femi Babafemi, the 
NDLEA spokesman in a 
statement explained that 
preliminary investigations 
reveal the suspect had 
swallowed 50 wraps of  
cocaine before departing 
Brazil and excreted 48 

consignment of  2kg of  
Methamphetamine at a 
courier house in Owerri.

The cargo was seized on 
June 22 in two cylindrical 
cellophanes concealed in 
fabrics headed for Hong 
Kong.

“Also at the Lagos 
Airport, NDLEA operatives 
intercepted 500,000 pieces 
o f  2 2 5 m g  t a b l e t s  o f  
Tramadol packed in 10 
c a r t o n s  a n d  l a b e l l e d  
`Tramaking' imported from 
Karachi,  Pakistan, on 
Emirates Airline.

“ T h e  c o n s i g n m e n t  
weighing 407.6kg was seized 
during a joint examination 
Cus toms  Se r v i ce  and  
NAFDAC officials.

“On the same day, a 
D u b a i ,  U A E - b o u n d  
passenger,  Alegbe leye  
Taiwo, was arrested at the 
Lagos Airport with 40 
ampoules of  pentazocine 

pellets in Addis Ababa 
where he handed them 
over to another person on 
arrival.

The statement further 
explained the suspect later 
excreted the remaining 
two wraps in the aircraft 
restroom during the flight 
from Ethiopia to Lagos 
which he was unable to 
excrete at the hotel room 
in Addis Ababa before 
boarding his flight.
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NDLEA seizes London-bound Meth consignment
at Lagos Airport
…Apprehends Brazilian returnee with pellets of  cocaine in private parts

Man arrested for beheading son 

Hunters kill two kidnappers,
rescue victims in Kogi

Catholic Priest kidnapped in Edo

Two dead as police battle armed
robbers in Delta

The arrested traffickers



h e  M a n a g i n g  TDirec tor  o f  the  
Enugu Electricity 

Distribution Company, 
EEDC, Praveen Chorghade 
has revealed that about 60 
percent of  customers within 
i ts  f ranchise are s t i l l  
unmetered.

Chorghade, who said 
this during the flag-off  of  
another round of  Mobile 
Meter Asset Provider, MAP, 
at the Jubilee Estate in 
Enugu, weekend, said the 
disco was working hard to 
close the metering gap.

He said the issue of  
meter bypass and energy 
theft  had remained a 
challenge to the power 
sector, urging customers to 
collaborate with discos to 
boost power supply.

He noted that, “The 
Meter  Asset  Provider  
(MAP) i s  a  meter ing  
inter vent ion ini t ia t ive  
introduced by the Nigerian 
Electr ic i ty  Regulator y 
Commiss ion  (NERC),  
w h i c h  a l l o w s  m e t e r  
manufacturers and meter 
vendors to meter customers 
while they pay for the 
meters.

“ T h e  p r o g r a m  i s ,  
however, designed in a way 
that customers will be 
reimbursed with the cost of  
the meter through energy 
credit, over a 36-installment 
period.

“The need to close the 

h e  t o t a l  a s s e t s Tu n d e r  t h e 
C o n t r i b u t o r y 

Pension Scheme rose to 
N14.2tn in May, according 
t o  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  P e n s i o n 
Commiss ion  re leased 
recently. 

This was contained in 
the Nat ional  Pension 
Commission's latest report 
titled, 'Unaudited report on 
pension funds industry 
portfolio for the period 
e n d e d  3 1  M ay  2 0 2 2 ; 
A p p r o v e d  E x i s t i n g 
Schemes, Closed Pension 
Fund Administrators and 
RSA funds (Including 
unremitted contributions 
@CBN & legacy funds).' 

The funds,  which 
ended December 31, 2021, 
a t  N13 .42 tn ,  ro se  to 
N13.61tn and N13.76tn as 
of  the end of  January and 
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 , 
respectively. 

It rose to N13.88tn by 

the end of  March and 
N 1 4 . 0 6 t n  i n  A p r i l , 
according to the data.

The data showed that 
N8.8tn of  the total funds 
was invested in Federal 
Government securities, 
comprising bonds and 
treasury bills. 

Other  inves tment 
portfolios where the funds 
were invested included: 
domest ic  and fore ign 
ordinary shares; corporate 
debt securities comprising 
corporate bonds; corporate 
in f ras t r uc ture  bonds ; 
corporate green bonds, and 
supranational bonds. 

P e n C o m  a l s o 
disclosed that the total 
number of  workers with 
R e t i r e m e n t  S a v i n g s 
Accounts rose slightly to 
9.67 million by the end of  
May, from 9.529 million at 
the end of  December 2021.

Accord ing  to  the 
Pension Fund Operators 
Association of  Nigeria, the 

CPS is helping Nigerian 
w o r k e r s  t o  s av e  f o r 
retirement and providing 
funds for infrastructure 
development. 

The operators urged 
workers to increase their 
s ta tutor y  deduct ions, 
noting this would enable 
t h e m  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r 
aggregate savings balances 
over time. 

In a statement, the 
association said, “It is also 
pertinent to note that the 
Contr ibutor y Pension 
Scheme in its current state 
h a s  i n  n o  s m a l l  way 
fostered a savings culture in 
Niger ia .  Pr ior  to  the 
enactment of  the Act, 
Nigeria did not have large 
pools of  domestic savings. 

“Many Nigerians do 
not have any other form of  
savings, except through 
this contributory pension 
scheme. What we should 
be doing as a nation is to 
encourage more of  these 
savings rather than looking 
to dismantle the system. 

“This is probably the 
only form of  savings most 
Nigerian workers are able 
to put aside for their 
retirement years.” 

existing metering gap in our 
network has necessitated 
our quest to ramp up our 
metering efforts and move 
away from the estimated 
b i l l i n g  a n d  d i r e c t  
connection.

“The introduction of  
this Mobile MAP Metering 
i s  a  c lear  innovat ive  
improvement on the usual 

MAP meter process which 
takes up to 10 working days 
to meter a customer and cut 
down the process to an 
“Instant Meter Program”, to 
enable EEDC to serve the 
customers with “meter at 
your doorstep”.

Chorghade announced 
that the initiative would be 
undertaken in all the States 

within the EEDC franchise 
area, stressing that “about 
60 percent of  our customers 
are still unmetered.”

H e  a p p e a l e d  t o  
customers “to desist from 
tampering with these meters 
as  they are not  only 
contributing to leakages but 
also face a serious risk of  
disconnection and criminal 

ith power supply 

Wt h r o u g h  t h e 
n a t i o n a l  g r i d 

s h o w i n g  n o  s i g n  o f  
improving,  the Federal 
Government's plan to ditch 
the 'best endeavor' approach 
for a contract based Nigerian 
Electricity Supply Market 
may not yield the 5,000 
Megawatts target, power 
generation companies have 
said.

The GenCos said for the 
5,000MW supply to happen, 
the  gover nment  has  to 
guarantee gas supply to the 
power plants and also pay up 
debts  owed to them to 
facilitate the repairs of  units 
in the power plants.

The Executive Secretary 
of  the Association of  Power 
Generation Companies, 
APGC, Dr. Joy Ogaji told 
newsmen that the frequent 
breakdown of  the national 
grid has damaged most of  the 
units which need to be fixed 
before generation can be 
ramped up.

Mrs.  Ogaj i  said the 
government through the 
Nigerian Bulk Electricity 
Trading Company, NBET, 

needs to provide a letter of  
credit to the GenCos to 
guarantee gas supply.

I n  t h e  n e w  r e g i m e 
p lanned  by  NERC,  a l l 
market par ticipants are 
expected to enter into valid 
contracts beginning from gas 
s u p p l y  t o  g e n e r a t i o n , 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d 
distribution.

It comes as an effort by 
the Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission, 
NERC, which on February 1 
2022 implemented a new 
tariff  for the market, appears 
to have failed to improve 
electricity supply despite a 
cost reflective tariff  for the 
sector benchmarked on 
Performance Improvement 
Plan, PIP.

Presently, of  the 23 
plants available on the grid 
o n l y  f i v e  h av e  a c t i v e 
contracts with the Nigerian 
Bulk Electricity Trading Plc, 
NBET, known as Power 
Purchase Agreement, PPA.

Ogaji insisted that “For 
us GenCos we really want 
contracts to be effective 
because we don't like all these 
conjunctions because it does 

not  g ive  you room for 
p lanning.  We have the 
capacity to give but we don't 
know who is willing to take 
and who can pay for it.

“So if  NERC says they 
want to make contracts 
effective, we are happy with it 
provided that all the risk 
i n v o l v e d  i s  p r o p e r l y 
apportioned. One of  the 
principles of  risk allocation is 
that the risk is allocated to the 
best person that is suited to 
handle it.

She added that because 
of  grid instability “most of  
the GenCos units are bad and 
they need money to fix them. 
We are owed over a trillion 
naira while NBET is saying 
N500 billion which they have 
not even paid. We need 
money  f i r s t  t o  f i x  the 
machines before you talk 
a b o u t  r a m p i n g  u p 
generation.

“We are ready to activate 
but it is not by fiat. There are 
steps to follow. First we need 
money to fix the units and 
then give us guarantees to 
give to the gas suppliers”, she 
explained. 

p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  s u c h  
situations.

“We would request our 
esteemed customers not to 
allow other than authorized 
EEDC staff  to have access to 
their meter installations, and 
directly get in touch with 
EEDC for any aspect related 
to metering, billing, and 
power supply issues through 

our customer care office, 
telephone lines and other 
available social media 
channels.”

The MD also urged 
customers to avoid the 
temptation of  patronizing 
fraudsters who would come 
under the guise of  EEDC 
s ta f f  wi th  a  v iew to  
shortchanging the process.
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Power sector: 60 percent of customers still unmetered – EEDC

Pension assets rise to
N14.2tn in May
– PenCom 

Why NERC's 5,000MW July 1
target is unrealistic – GenCos
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resident Muhammadu Buhari  has urged the country's international allies to designate the Nnamdi Kanu-led Indigenous People of Biafra as a Pterrorist organisation.  Buhari made this call in an interview with Bloomberg on Tuesday. Buhari said terrorists no longer hold any territory 
in Nigeria unlike what obtained in 2015 when “Boko Haram held territory the size of Belgium within the borders of Nigeria.” The President 

claimed that He, however, appealed to the Western allies to designate the IPOB as a terrorist organisation. Buhari added that the leadership of the 
IPOB “enjoys safe haven in the West, broadcasting hate speech into Nigeria from London, spending millions lobbying members of the US Congress, 
and freely using international financial networks to arm agitators on the ground.”  The President also ruled out bail for the detained leader of the 
proscribed Indigenous People of Biafra, Nnamdi Kanu.  He said Kanu, who is currently on trial, was being given every opportunity under the law 
“to justify all the uncomplimentary things said against Nigeria while he was in Britain.”  On notions that Kanu was not allowed to see his lawyers 
privately, the President said the detained separatist is being given every opportunity under the law “to justify all the uncomplimentary things he said 
against Nigeria while he was in Britain.  Reacting in a statement titled 'IPOB Is A Product Of Injustice', Ohanaeze spokesperson, Dr Alex 
Ogbonnia, said that IPOB's demands are very clear, “treat us as partners in the Nigerian project or allow us to go.” Also, the leadership of IPOB has 
lashed out at the President over allegations that the group was responsible for pipelines and public facilities' vandalism in the country.  According to 
the group, Buhari further showed the world his ignorance when he stated that oil facilities, located on the coast of Niger Delta, were vandalized by 
IPOB. IPOB's Director of Media and Publicity, Emma Powerful, in an interview on Wednesday, described the allegation as laughable and childish. 

n 2015, Boko Haram held territory the size of  Belgium within the borders of  

INigeria. Today they are close to extinct as a military force. The leader of  

ISWAP was eliminated by a Nigerian Airforce airstrike in March. The jets 

acquired from the US and intelligence shared by British were not provided to 

previous administrations and stand as testament to renewed trust re-built between 

Nigeria and our traditional western allies under my government.  “We urge those 

same international partners to take additional steps costing them nothing, by 

proscribing another group – IPOB – as a terrorist organisation,” “the leader of  

ISWAP (Islamic State's West Africa Province) was eliminated by a Nigerian 

Airforce airstrike in March,” and other leaders of  terrorist organisations in the 

country were deceased. “He felt very safe in Britain and said awful things against 

Nigeria. We eventually got him when he stepped out of  the United Kingdom, and 

we sent him to court. Let him defend all that he said there.” 'Another term for me? 

No! The first person who tried it didn't end very well.

t is most expedient to enlighten the general public that what IPOB is asking for is Ithe parting words of  a Nigerian Titan: the Maitama Sule imperatives to President 
Buhari when he led the Northern Leaders Forum to congratulate him shortly 

after his victory in the 2015 general election.”  It reminded the President that Sule 
had, while congratulating him, admonished that “justice is key to good governance,” 
and that he should “extend justice to all and sundry, irrespective of  religion or tribe.”  
“On the other hand, how can one explain the obvious lopsidedness in the 
appointment of  military and paramilitary personnel to head the following 
organisations with little or no considerations for the people of  the South-East region; 
Nigerian Army, Nigerian Air Force, Nigerian Navy, Nigeria Police Force, 
Department of  State Security, National Intelligence Agency, Nigeria Correctional 
Service, Nigeria Immigration Service and Nigeria Customs Service; and several 
others.  “On the other hand, as Maitama Sule predicted the orchestrated alienation 
of  the South-East region from the centre of  power as the cause of  the agitation in the 
region.   “The Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide, led by Ambassador Professor George 
Obiozor, has repeatedly stated that a people denied justice may not have interest in 
peace.  “The request by Mr President to the West is most unachievable because the 
West watches with keen interest and utter resignation the pathetic governance 
paradigm in the country. For the avoidance of  doubt, democracy all over the world 
requires justice, equity, mutual toleration and institutional forbearance, all of  which 
are in short supply in the country today.” “The President should tell America and 
other Western countries the locations of  pipelines IPOB vandalised. The allegation 
against IPOB by Buhari is childish because everybody knows that IPOB does not 
engage in pipeline vandalism. Even the international community knows that IPOB is 
not involved in such acts.  “Going to Bloomberg news and parroting falsehoods 
against IPOB won't save him and his co-travelers from being prosecuted in the 
International Criminal Court at the appropriate time.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire

Buhari goes 'gongs-ho' on IPOB, Nnamdi
Kanu as Ohanaeze, IPOB replies

BuhariBuhariBuhari

No bail for Kanu, IPOB
still terrorist group
- Buhari

Buhari's claim on IPOB
unfortunate, IPOB product of
injustice - Ohanaeze

OgbonniaOgbonniaOgbonnia
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he 23-year-old was Thurt in a Serie A 
match clash against 

Inter Milan on November 
2 1 ,  2 0 2 1  w h i c h 
consequently ruled him out 
of  AFCON 2021 staged in 
Cameroun between January 
and February early this year.

The Super Eagles striker 
told Wazobia FM: “That 
injury I had against Inter 
Milan was like a near-death 
injury. I am the only one that 

ariano Diaz has Mt o l d  R e a l 
M a d r i d  h e ' s 

prepared to leave.
Marca says after the 

striker's reluctance to leave 
Los Blancos last year, he 
finally appears ready to 
embark on a new adventure 
after an unsuccessful return 
to the club from Lyon in 
2018.

In those four seasons, 
Mariano has played a total 

of  59 games, scoring seven 
goals. His importance in the 
team has not been what was 
expected when he returned 
for 21 million euros.

His constant injuries 
have not helped him either 
but, despite rarely getting 
into the team, he had always 
preferred to stay at Real 
Madrid despite having 
offers.

Rea l  Madr id  even 

sought a move to Rayo 

Vallecano with a higher 

s a l a r y  t h a n  h e  w a s 

receiving, but the player 

preferred to stay at the 

Estadio Santiago Bernabeu.

One season on and, 

seeing how little chance he 

w a s  g i v e n  b y  C a r l o 

Ancelotti, he is now actively 

looking for a way out before 

the end of  his contract that 

runs out in 2023.

EFA pres ident , 

UA l e k s a n d e r 
Cefer in  has  hi t 

back at Liverpool boss 
J u r g e n  K l o p p  a n d 
Manchester City 's  Pep 
Guardiola for complaining 
about the football calender.

T h e  f o u r  N a t i o n s 
League fixtures that took 
place in June were widely 
condemned by players, 
pundits and managers. This 
included Klopp who in May 
was heavily critical of  
Ceferin and said: “The 
Nations League is one of  
the most ridiculous ideas in 

the world of  football.
“Players have played 

over 70 games and we 
continue with Nations 
League games [after the 
season has ended]. Four, 
five, six games with the 
national teams. I would 
prefer UEFA take more 
money from the Champions 
League finals and get rid of  
the Nations League.”

Despite what many 
believe are fair complaints, 
Ceferin had no sympathy 
for Klopp or Guardiola.

“It's easy always to 
attack FIFA and UEFA, but 

the thing is simple,” he told 
La Gazzetta dello Sport. “If  
you play less, you get less 
m o n e y.  W h o  s h o u l d 
complain are the factory 
workers who get €1,000 per 
month.

“Everyone wants more 
cup games, but nobody gives 
up on anything. Clubs 
wanted 10 games in the 
Champions League group 
stage. They'll have eight, it's 
the right number. Domestic 
leagues should have 18 
clubs, but the presidents do 
not agree. They should 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t w o 
domestic  cups are too 
many.”

homas Tuchel has Tmade contact with 
Raheem Sterling 

ahead of  Chelsea making a 
bid for the Manchester City 
forward.

Sterling has emerged as 
one of  head coach Thomas 
Tuchel 's top attacking 
targets and the German has 
made  a  check  on  the 
England international's 
plans.

A s  r e v e a l e d  b y 
Telegraph Sport, Europe's 
b i g ge s t  c l u b s  b e l i eve 
Sterling is ready to leave 
City this summer with one 
year remaining on his 
contract, although the 27-
year-old is yet to publicly 
communicate his intention.

R e a l  M a d r i d  a n d 
Barcelona also hold an 

interest in Sterling, but it is 
b e l i e v e d  t h e  f o r m e r 
Liverpool star would be 
open to a move to Chelsea 
if  he can be confident of  
playing regular first-team 
football and challenging for 
trophies.

S o u r c e s  b e l i e v e 
Chelsea are now preparing 
an opening bid for Sterling, 
who City value at between 
£ 50 million and £60m.

Other than Sterling, 
Chelsea have shown an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  O u s m a n e 
Dembele, who is yet to sign 
a new Barcelona contract 
and Everton's Richarlison. 
Everton are interested in 
m i d f i e l d e r s  C o n o r 
G a l l a g h e r  a n d  B i l l y 
Gilmour.

felt it, and I can only speak 
about how I felt because it 
was my face and body.

“But to be able to stand 
u p  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t h e 
stretcher, walk out of  the 
pitch on my own, then I 
knew that it was something I 
could handle.

“For me, as I got to the 
hospital, I told my doctor 
that I would be out for two 
weeks maximum.”

The former Lille man 

also revealed he had 18 
screws in his face, which put 
him in severe pain.

He added: “When the 
scan came out, I fractured 
many bones, which they 
had to remove and fix inside 
again.

“I have like 18 screws 
under  my jaw.  I  went 
through a lot. A lot of  
sleepless nights. I could not 
sleep, I could not eat with 
the pain. But at the end of  

the day, I am a lion, and I 
know the kind of  mentality I 
have.

“In my mind, I had 
a l ready  scheduled  my 
r e t u r n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
surgery.”

Despi te  the  in jur y, 
Osimhen went on to score 
14 goals in Serie A to help 
N a p o l i  f i n i s h  b e h i n d 
champions AC Milan and 
Inter Milan.

S  Laz io  manager, 

SM a u r i z i o  S a r r i  i s 
eyeing a  move for 

Nigerian str iker,  David 
Okereke ahead of  the 2022-
23 Serie A season.

Sarri guided Lazio to 
fifth on the league table last 
campaign,  with former 
Borussia Dortmund forward, 
Ciro Immobile contributing 
27 goals in 31 league games.

But the former Chelsea 
manager wants more support 
for Immobile in attack and 
has identified Okereke as the 
perfect foil for the 32-year-
old, according to Diretta 
Goal.

O k e r e k e  s p e n t  l a s t 
season on loan at Venezia 
and was one of  the bright 
spots  dur ing  a  te r r ib le 
campaign for the Winged 
Lions.

The 24-year-old scored 
seven goals  and added 
another assist, but it was not 

enough to prevent Venezia 
from finishing bottom in 
Serie A and getting relegated.

Okereke  s t i l l  has  a 
contract until June 2023 with 
parent club, Club Brugge and 
is expected to make a return 
to Belgium.

Brugge are willing to let 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  y o u t h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e a v e 
permanently this summer 
and will look to recoup a 
significant part of  the €8 
million they paid Spezia for 
his services in 2019.

C  M i l a n  f a c e 

Acompetition from 
O l y m p i q u e 

Marse i l l e  for  Chelsea 
midfielder Hakim Ziyech.

Ziyech is ready to leave 
Che l sea  th i s  summer, 
knowing he is on Milan's 
radar.

The Rossonero are 
keen to set up a loan deal 
with a permanent option 
included, but Marseille are 
also making contact.

Ziyech is seeking €6-
7m-a-year from his next 
club.

T h e  f o r m e r  A j a x 
m i d f i e l d e r  h a s  j u s t 
comple ted  h i s  second 
season with the Blues.

Monday 27 - Tuesday 28 June, 2022  

I almost died against Inter – Osimhen reveals

Tuchel makes contact with Sterling ahead
Chelsea's bid

UEFA president, Ceferin blasts Klopp, Guardiola
over calendar

Sarri wants Okereke in
Lazio

Mariano Diaz set to leave Real Madrid

AC Milan, Marseille
battle for Ziyech

Osimhen

Okereke

ZiyechDiaz

Tuchel Sterling

Ceferin



Page 19

SPORTS
ottingham Forest 

NSaturday signed 
Nigeria forward 

Ta iwo Awoniy i  f rom 
Union Berlin for a club 
record fee. The 24-year-old 
joined newly promoted 
Forest on a five-year deal 
for a reported £17m. 

Awoniyi scored 20 
goals in 43 games across all 
competitions last season 
and becomes Forest's first 
s igning s ince gaining 
promotion back to the 
Premier League. 

“It's always been my 
dream to  p lay  in  the 
Premier League,” said 
Awoniyi. 

“Having spoken to 
(Forest boss) Steve Cooper 
about our ambitions and 
looking at Forest, with its 
great history, it's a club that 
I want to be part of.”

After a season-long 
loan,  Awoniyi  joined 
U n i o n  B e r l i n  o n  a 
permanent deal in July 
2021 from Liver pool, 
where he started his career. 

He did not make any 
first team appearances for 
Liverpool after signing for 
the club in 2015 and spent 
the majority of  his six years 
with the Merseyside side 
out on loan. 

F o r e s t  m a n a g e r 
Cooper said Awoniyi was a 
player the club had been 
monitoring closely over the 
past few months.

“There's been a lot of  
interest of  Taiwo from 
other Premier League 
clubs, and other clubs 
across Europe, so we're 
del ighted he 's  chosen 
N o t t i n g h a m  Fo r e s t ,” 
Cooper said. 

“He's a player who we 
really believe in and we 
look forward to him going 
on to fulfil his potential and 
become a top Premier 
L e a g u e  s t r i k e r  w i t h 
Nottingham Forest.” 

But what will Awoniyi 
bring to Forest and what 
will  his return to the 
Premier League look like? 

Awoniyi the poacher 
The Nigerian striker 

f o r m e d  a  p o t e n t 
par tnership  wi th  two 
players for Union Berlin 
last season. Before last 
Christmas, it was Max 
Kruse who blossomed best 
alongside Awoniyi in a 
front-two, and then in the 
business end of  the season, 

it was Sheraldo Becker who 
th r ived  a longs ide  the 
Nigerian. 

Both of  these forwards 
complemented Awoniyi's 
profile well and took the 
greater responsibility in 
possession. Meanwhile, 
Awoniyi was left with one 
task – to put the ball in the 
back of  the net, which he 
did 20 times for Union last 
season. 

According to Infogol's 
xG data, Awoniyi's quality 
of  chances throughout the 
B u n d e s l i g a  s e a s o n 
amounted to 14.31 xG, 
which shows he finished his 
chances at an expected rate.

The impressive figure is 
the consistency with which 
he was getting on the end of  
good scoring chances, with 
his xG per 95 minutes 
standing at 0.61. 

Space creation 
Outside of  his goal-

scoring talents, Awoniyi 
brings other valuable assets 
to his team. 

While he isn't the tallest 
of  strikers, standing at 
5”10', Awoniyi's ability to 
win aerial  duels is  an 
incredibly useful asset when 
playing long and direct 
football to exploit any 
w e a k n e s s e s  i n  t h e 
opposition backline. 

He is physically strong 
and is able to keep most 
centre backs occupied with 
his back to goal, which then 
creates space for runners off  
the ball to get into. He is also 
comfortable receiving long-
passes and either bringing 
the ball  down to keep 
possession or knock it on to 
a on-rushing team-mate of  
his. 

The  24 -year -o ld  i s 
especia l ly  e f fect ive  in 
transition on the counter-
attack and whilst he is not 
pacey, he is a deceptively 
quick runner in transition 
and is able to lose defenders 
with his physique who 
might try to steal the ball off  
of  him. 

Control his weakness
W h e r e  A w o n i y i ' s 

weaknesses lie is his limited 
ability in possession of  the 
ball at his feet, he has never 
been required to be creative 
on the bal l  a t  Union, 
h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e 
occasions where some of  
the team's counter-attacks 
can break down because 
Awoniyi failed to find the 
all-important final pass to 
one of  his team-mates. 

His limited ability in 
possession needs to be 
c o m p e n s a t e d  b y 
sur rounding him with 
players who can create and 
take advantage of  the space 
he creates for them. 

Will he thrive in EPL? 
Historically speaking, 

t r a n s f e r s  f r o m  t h e 
Bundesliga have been a 
mixed bag and in more 
recent seasons, the likes of  
Timo Werner, Kai Havertz 
and Jadon Sancho have 
shown signs of  promise but 
are yet to deliver at the same 
level they did for their 
former employers. 

With Awoniyi, given 
the type of  player he is and 
the style of  football he has 
played at Union Berlin, 
there should be enough 
cause for optimism given 
that Forest will head into 
t h e  2 2 / 2 3  s e a s o n  a s 
underdogs much like Union 
have been ever since they 
g o t  p r o m o t e d  t o  t h e 
Bundesliga back in the 
19/20 season. 

Reaching the double 
figures mark in terms of  
goals will constitute a 
somewhat successful first 
season for Awoniyi. 

What they are saying
E u r o p e a n  f o o t b a l l 

journalist Andy Brassell 
believes Awoniyi will be 
“terrific” for Forest in an 
interview with  Sky Sports 
News. 

“I think it is a statement 
of  intent. Awoniyi has been 
terrific for Union Berlin in 
the last couple of  seasons 
and particularly last season. 

“ H e ' s  t h e i r  t o p 
goalscorer of  all time in the 
topflight. You look at his 
strength and the variety of  
goals he scores, and he was 
the man who made sure 
they qual i f ied for  the 
Europa League at the end 
of  the season. 

“He's someone who can 
create his own shot and pick 
up the pieces. What really 
impressed me about him is 
his really creative strike 
partner did a lot for him – 
Max Kruse. He moved on 
and went back to Wolfsburg 
in January, and Awoniyi 
took centre stage and is 
h a p p y  t o  r e a l l y  t a k e 
responsibility for the attack. 

“ I  t h i n k  h e ' l l  b e 
absolute ly  ter r i f ic  for 
Nottingham Forest.” 

Meanwhi le,  Union 
Berlin managing director, 
O l i v i e r  R u h n e r t  w a s 

disappointed to see Taiwo 
Awoniyi leave the club.

Awoniyi completed his 
transfer to Premier League 
new boys, Nottingham 
Forest on Saturday.

Union Berlin made 
significant profit on the 
player they bought for £7m 
f r o m  L i v e r p o o l  l a s t 
summer.

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international moved to The 
City Ground for a record 
£17.5m fee.

“It was clear that a 
player l ike Taiwo will 
attract the attention of  other 
c l u b s  w i t h  h i s 
performances,”Ruhnert 
told the club's official 
website.

“From a sporting and 
personal point of  view, he is 
a great loss for our team, 
w h i c h  m u s t  n o w  b e 
absorbed.

“We wish Taiwo all the 
best for the future and thank 
him for his achievements in 
the shirt of  1. FC Union 
Berlin,” he said.

Reacting to the move, 
Ex-internationals have 
backed Taiwo Awoniyi to 
flourish in the Premier 
League in the new season.

He also becomes the 
fifth Nigerian to feature for 
the  c lub af ter  Sammy 
Ameobi, Gboly Ariyibi, 
Chuba Akpom and Dele 
Adebola.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen on Sunday, ex-
Eagles goalkeeper, Ike 
Shorunmu believes his 
switch to the Premier 
League is a good move for 
the player's fledgling career. 

Awoniyi netted 20 goals 
in 43 games across all 
competitions last season, 
scoring 15 times in the 
B u n d e s l i g a  a s  U n i o n 
finished fifth. 

“It's a good move for the 
player (Awoniyi) as well the 
Eagles team,” Shorunmu 
said.

“We hope he makes a 
good start to his career and 
score goals for his team. 
The life in England is 
different from Germany 
and it's a fresh start for him. 

On whether his move 
will boost his chances of  
returning to the Eagles, 
Shorunmu said, “The door 
is open for every player 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  h i m 
(Awoniyi). The national 
team is open to everyone as 
a striker, goals matter a lot 

and once he keeps scoring 
his chances are brighter. 

Former U-23 star and 
Bei j ing  2008 Olympic 
Games silver medallist, 
F e m i  A j i l o r e ,  a l s o 
added,”It's a great move for 
him and I believe that he 
possesses the qualities to 
excel in the EPL. He is 
strong, pacy and a proven 
g o a l s c o r e r  f r o m  t h e 
Bundesliga.” 

Meanwhile, Awoniyi 
admits that the discussions 
with Head Coach Steve 
Cooper was a key factor in 
deciding to join the newly-
promoted side on a five-year 
deal from Union Berlin for a 
club record fee on the back 
of  an impressive campaign 
for the Bundesliga club. 

“I feel great,” Awoniyi 
told the club website. “I feel 
very happy to be here. 
Looking at the project, it's 
s o m e t h i n g  I ' m  r e a l ly 
looking forward to. 

“What stood out about 

redivisie champions, EA j a x  A m s t e r d a m 
have joined the list of  

clubs interested in Almeria 
forward, Umar Sadiq.

Sadiq has been linked 
with top clubs like Benfica, 

Sevilla and Valencia.
The lanky striker has 

s c o r e d  3 8  g o a l s  i n  7 6 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
Rojiblancos.

His goals and assists were 
crucial to Almeria winning 
promotion to La Liga last 
season.

Ajax have agreed to sell 
Cô te  d ' I vo i r e  fo rward , 
S e b a s t i a n  H a l l e r  t o 
Bundesliga club Borussia 
Dortmund with Sadiq seen as 
a direct replacement for the 
former Aston Villa striker.

The Nigerian has a €60m 
release clause on his contract.

Forest were the meetings 
with the Head Coach and 
the discussions we had. I 
can see how ambitious and 
dedicated he is to his job. 

“My dream is to always 
keep working and I see him 
as a person who I can 
develop under.

“For me, it's always 
a b o u t  h a r d  w o r k , 
dedication and believing in 
God. When I look back at 
the games with Union 
Berlin, it was always about 
the team for me. 

“When I look at Forest 
and look at the history of  
the club, it's even more 
about the team. This is the 
kind of  place I love to 
belong to and I am ready for 
it. 

“Every striker wants to 
score goals, but I'm ready to 
work for the team, to fight 
for every ball, to win every 
challenge, that's my style 
and that's what I'm here 
for.” 

Monday 27 - Tuesday 28 June, 2022  

Awoniyi: What will record signing bring to Forest? 
…Union Berlin chief, Ruhnert rues exit
… Ex-stars back him to shine in EPL 
By Johnny Edward

Awoniyi signing his Nottingham Forest contract

Sadiq on Ajax radar as
replacement for Halller

Sadiq



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Managing	Editor:	Bright	Okereke	-	07030586457

Pg. 15

Pg. 15

N200 

us t  l a s t  month ,  Ju l i e 

JTurkewitz ,  the  Andes 
bureau chief  for The New 

Yo r k  T i m e s ,  c o v e r i n g 
Colombia's election predicted 
that “a large and loud youth 
electorate hungry to transform 
one of  Latin America's most 
unequal societies could propel 
Gustavo Petro, a former rebel, to 
the presidency.” Well ,  on 
Sunday, June 19, 2022, that 
prediction came to pass and 
G u s t avo  Fr a n c i s c o  Pe t r o 
Urrego, an economist, senator 
and former guerrilla fighter is 
now the president-elect of  the 
Republic of  Colombia. 

T h i s  S o u t h - A m e r i c a n 
nation named after the Italian 
n a v i g a t o r ,  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Columbus was founded when 
the Spaniards in 1499, first 
landed in a place called La 
Guajira, establishing the New 
Kingdom of  Granada with 
Santa Fe de Bogota as its capital. 
Like most of  South America, the 
Spaniards came, conquered the 
indigenous people and took 
possession of  their lands which 
then became part of  the Spanish 
empire. 

I n  1 8 1 9 ,  h o w e v e r , 
Independence was granted to 
the United Provinces of  New 
Granada or as it's known today, 
the Republic of  Colombia. 
Colombia used to be part of  the 
larger territory referred to as 
Viceroyalty of  New Granada 
which comprised the present-
d ay  C o l o m b i a ,  P a n a m a , 
Venezuela, Ecuador and the 
northwestern part of  Brazil. 
C o l o m b i a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t 
constitutional government in 
South America and Simón 
B o l í va r  w h o  wa s  k n ow n 
colloquially as El Libertado or 
Liberator of  America, became 
her first President.

W i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d 
population of  50 mil l ion, 
Colombia is the third most 
populous country in Latin 
America after Mexico and 
Brazil. Indigenous American 
Indian people who were mostly 
hunter-gatherers inhabited the 
place around the modern-day 
Bogota as far back as 12,000BC. 
European settlers and African 
slaves as well as migrants from 

Asia came around the 16th 
century. 

Colombia is known to have the 
fourth largest number of  people of  
African descent in the Western 
Hemisphere, following the United 
States, Brazil, and Haiti. With an 
estimated population of  about 4.6 
million, according to a 2018 
census, Afro-Colombians make up 
roughly  9 .3  percent  of  the 
country's population. Africans 
were taken mostly from West 
Africa to Colombia as slaves to 
replace the rapidly declining 
Native American population. 
They were forced to work for their 
Spanish masters in gold mines, 
sugar cane plantations or cattle 
ranches. 

At the turn of  the century, 
enslaved Africans also played key 
roles in Colombia's struggle for 
independence from the Spanish 
c r ow n .  I t  wa s  h i s t o r i c a l ly 
documented that three out of  
every five soldiers in Simon 
Bolivar's army were reportedly 
Africans. After the abolition of  
slavery in 1851, however, the plight 
of  Afro-Colombians was very 
difficult as they were forced to live 
in the jungle for self-protection. 

In popular culture, Colombia 
is known for being home to world-
famous drug lords that ran highly 
organized criminal syndicates 
spread across many continents 
from America to Europe and even 
Africa. The biggest of  them all 
were Pablo Escobar that controlled 
the Medellín cartel and Gilberto 
Rodríguez Orejuela, who together 
with his younger brother Miguel 
built a global cocaine empire from 
their hometown of  Cali. The 
criminal exploits of  the Medellín 
and Cali cartels from the late 
seventies through early nineties 
were the stuff  for legends. 

Escobar became the dominant 
c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  wo r l d  o f  
organized crime when he founded 
the Medellín cartel in 1976. His 
organisation was so brazen and 
vicious, murdering with such 
barbarism, anyone that stood in 
their way. The drug operations 
grew so rapidly such that by the 
early eighties, he was delivering 70 
to 80 tons of  daily cocaine 
shipment to the United States. The 
Americans pushed for his arrest 
and extradition but Escobar struck 
a deal of  no extradition with the 
then Colombian President, Cesar 

Gaviria. His concession was to be 
housed in his own self-built prison 
he called La Catedral. 

In 1992, however, Pablo 
Escobar escaped and became one 
of  the most wanted men in the 
world. After a massive manhunt, 
he was later killed during a shoot-
out with Colombia's special Police 
task force in 1993. Gilberto 
Rodríguez Orejuela on the other 
hand was convicted and later 
extradited to the US where he was 
serving out a 30-years sentence in a 
federal prison in Butner, North 
Carolina. He died this year, on 
March 22, at the ripe age of  83. 
Columbia history is replete with 
exploits of  violent street gangs, 
drug cartels, guerrilla forces like 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of  Colombia (FARC) and the M-
19 from where Gustavo Petro 
started out.

Mr Petro, born April the 19, 
1960 in Cordoba, grew up outside 
Bogotá. As a teenager, he joined 
the M-19, a leftist urban militia, 
smaller and less violent compared 
to the nation's main guerrilla force, 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of  Colombia, or FARC. They 
claimed to promote social justice 
and sought to seize power. In 1985, 
the M-19 occupied a national 
judicial building, sparking a battle 
with the police and the military 
that left 94 people dead. Though 
Mr Petro, did not participate in the 
takeover, he nevertheless ended up 
in prison for his involvement with 
t h e  g r o u p.  H e  e v e n t u a l l y 
demobilized and ran for a senate 
s e a t ,  p u s h i n g  t o  o p e n 
conversations about political 
corruption and emerging as the 
bullish face of  Colombia's leftist 
movement. 

Like Peter Obi, Mr Petro's rise 
to a large extent has been propelled 
by a large army of  angry youths, 
hell bent on dismantling the old 
order that made them slaves in 
their own country. They are restive 
and disillusioned by current 
prospects, but thankfully, more 
tech savvy and determined than 
any previous generation to fight 
and upend the status quo. They are 
l i k e  N i g e r i a ' s  E n d S A R S 
generation in a country with 10 per 
cent annual inflation, a 20 percent 
youth unemployment rate and a 40 
percent poverty rate.

As Mr Petro campaigned, he 

promised to overhaul the country's 
capitalist economic model that 
favored the oligarchs but remained 
totally rigged against everyday 
Colombians. Mr Petro's main 
o p p o n e n t ,  t h e  4 7 - ye a r - o l d 
Federico Gutiérrez, considered the 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s 
conservative establishment, was 
also a former Mayor of  Medellín, 
the country's second largest city.  

The “favored to win” flag 
bearer cast Petro's candidacy as 
being too radical and idealistic and 
believed he neither had the 
“structure” in place to win the 
election nor possess the expertise 
to lead the country. As the votes 
started trickling in, it was obvious 
that Mr Gutierrez and his old 
brigade had under-estimated the 
power, resolve and commitment of  
the Colombian people and were 
forced to pay dearly for it. Mr 
Gutiérrez was backed by the same 
c o a l i t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
incumbent president, Iván Duque.

After many years of  being in 

the trenches as a member of  
Colombia's rebel group, the 19th 
of  April Movement (M-19), Mr 
Gustavo Petro, the 62-year-old 
economist and Mayor of  Bogotá 
received the most votes than any 
candidate had ever received in the 
nation's history to clinch the 
coveted prize. With this victory, 
Colombia's newly elected leader 
would be the first left leaning 
president in one of  the most 
politically conservative societies 
in Latin America. In another 
beautiful twist, however, Mr 
Pe t ro ' s  r unn ing  mate  and 
incoming Vice-President is a 40-
year-old Afro-Colombian named 
Francia Marquez.

In the end, Nigeria is not 
Colombia and Peter Obi is 
certainly far from being Gustavo 
Petra's ideological soul mate. But 
there is a surging wave of  populist 
movements sweeping across the 
world and not even the uber-
powerful dark forces with their 
demonic grip on Nigeria can stop 
it. 
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