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Abians groan as EEDC plunges Umuahia
residents, others into 4 days blackout
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

R
esidents of  Umua-
hia, Abia State 
capital and some 

adjourning towns have 
called for the revocation of  
the operational licenses of  
Enugu Electricity Distri-
bution Company, (EEDC) 
if  its failures persists.

This is in reaction to the 
4 days of  blackout been 
experienced in most parts 
of  the State since Friday 
even as at the time of  filing 
this report.

In solution to the pre-

dicament, most of  the 
residents interviewed by 
journalists described the 
power distribution com-
pany as a colossal failure 
in the South East, having 
exhausted all available op-
portunities of  excuses.

But in reaction, a  senior 
staff  of  the power distribu-
tion company who spoke 
in Umuahia on the issue, 
appealed for understand-
ing from its numerous cus-
tomers in the affected to 
towns and villages, saying 
that efforts were on to re-
store supply.

Some residents like 

Sampson Goodluck, 
Chinedu Amadi, Favour 
Deborah, George Nnak-
we, Awa Ogba among oth-
ers who spoke on the ugly 
development, slammed 
EEDC for reaping them 
off  with poor services and 
crazy billings.

They wondered why 
a supposed responsible 
public-serving entity like 
EEDC would keep Abia 
residents in darkness for 
many days even when out-
rageous bills would still 
roll-in at every month end.

According to some of  
the residents interviewed, 

totality of  power supply to 
Umuahia, the  Abia State 
capital does not exceed 14 
days out of  the 30 or 31 
days  monthly period in cu-
mulative calculations.

Since Saturday evening 
last week, the entire city 
and several communities 
like Umudike, Oboro, 
Bende and other towns 
have been in darkness after 

power supply went off.
This situation has caused 

untold hardship on the res-
idents and increased the 
cost of  living the more, 
while traders dealing in 
frozen poultry like fishes 
and meat are also counting 
their losses.

Furthermore, business 
centres who use diesels- 
powered generators to run 
their enterprises also com-
plained of  running out of  
alternative a liter of  diesels 

is sold at about N700 per 
liter.

Also, many important 
files in several government 
offices like Abia State Sec-
retariat, Umuahia and oth-
er parastatals could not be 
attended to on Monday, as 
discovered by News Echo 
investigations, because the 
most of  the ministries de-
pends on public power sup-
ply to run their day-to-day 
businesses.

NYSC swear-in 1337 corps members in Ebonyi

Soludo debunks rumour of imposing 
levy on wheelbarrow pushers
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernor, Prof  Charles 
Soludo has de-

bunked a fake rumour 
peddling on social media 
that new levies were made 
mandatory on wheelbarrow 
pushers.

In a statement made avail-
able to news men by the 
Press secretary to the Gov-
ernor, Christian Aburime 
on monday noted that “An-
ambra state Governor, Prof. 
Chukwuma Charles Solu-
do, CFR, notes with con-
cern, insinuations in some 

quarters alleging moves 
to impose levy on wheel-
barrow pushers and allied 
workers in Anambra State, 
by the state government”.

“The Governor wishes 
to debunk the allegation as 
a misguided fabrication by 
mischief  makers to cause 
disaffection between the 
state government and a sec-
tion of  the citizens”.

“For the avoidance of  
doubt, Anambra state gov-
ernment, under Prof  Solu-
do, has not imposed any 
new levy on wheelbarrow 
pushers and allied work-
ers”.

“What is in operation 

is the existing regulatory 
framework inherited by the 
administration from the pre-
vious government.

It is therefore wrong for 
any group or individuals to 
allege or insinuate that the 
government has imposed 
any new levy on the workers 
in that category”

However, the statement 
further noted that “Soludo 
advises hardworking An-
ambra men and women to 
disregard the allegation and 
treat it as unfounded. At all 
times, the governor consid-
ers the welfare of  the citi-
zens of  the state a top priori-
ty of  his administration.”

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he National Youth 
Service Corps 
(NYSC), Ebonyi state 

has sworn in no fewer than 
1337 corps members of  2022 
Batch B stream 1 deployed 
in the state for the service 
year. A breakdown of  the 
1337 corps members shows 
that 233 of  the new mem-
bers were male while 1104 
were female.

Addressing the Corps 
Members at the State Perma-
nent Orientation Camp old 
Macgregor College Afikpo 
the Director-General of  the 
NYSC, Mohammed Fadah 
urged the Corps members to 
strive to uphold the unity of  
the country at all times espe-
cially during the service year.

While urging the Corps 
members to avoid cultism 
and other social vices the 
DG also charged them to 
avoid using social media to 
stoke the embers of  division 
but to use same to promote 
unity of  the country.

“As you may be aware, one 
of  the objectives of  NYSC 
is the promotion of  nation-
al unity and integration . 
Hence, your deployment 
away from your States of  
origin and your assemblage 
here from diverse ethnic, re-

ligious and socio-economic 
backgrounds” 

“This policy will not only 
offer you the opportunity for a 
broader understanding of  the 
country, but also entrench the 
culture of  working together 
in an atmosphere filled with 
friendship, peace, harmony, 
and a shared vision of  a great 
and prosperous Nigeria. 

 “Let me also remind you 
that the oath of  allegiance 
you have taken today is sig-
nificant, as it is expected to 
guide your conduct in the 
Service Year as well as have 
an everlasting influence on 
your life after service. You 
are also enjoined to familiar-
ize yourselves with the provi-
sions of  the NYSC Act and 
the NYSC Bye-Laws” 

 “I implore you to sustain 
the high level of  discipline 
and enthusiasm you have 
demonstrated so far, especial-
ly by remaining compliant 
with the Camp rules and reg-
ulations. 

“You must continue to dis-
tance yourselves from cult-
ism, drug abuse and other 
social vices.  I also urge you 
to avoid using social media 
for spreading fake news, fuel-
ling hatred and other negative 
purposes, and instead deploy 
the same for the promotion 
of  national unity and devel-
opment”, he said.

Mr Fadah represented by 
the state Coordinator,  Ba -
mai Mercy also advised the 
corps members to be security 
conscious at all times and to 
report any suspicious charac-
ters or activities around them 
to the appropriate authorities.

He also called on them to 
take the Skills acquisition 
and entrepreneurship devel-
opment program in the camp 
serious so there are very few 
white collar jobs available.

“You are expected to 
choose from any of  the skill 
areas, and make yourselves 
available for the training, 
which starts from the Orien-
tation Camp. On our part, 
Management will continue 
to work with relevant stake-
holders for the success of  the 
programme”, he said.

The NYSC DG said the 
Orientation Course is the 
first Cardinal Programme 
of  NYSC, which is aimed at 
introducing the corps mem-
bers to the objectives and pro-
grammes of  the Scheme.

“It is designed to equip you 
for the tasks of  the Service 
Year through lessons on Skills 
Acquisition and Entrepre-
neurship Development, lead-
ership coaching, paramilitary 
drills and other physical train-
ing as well as sensitization 
on topical national issues, 
amongst others.”

3-storey building collapses in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
3-storey building still 
under construction 
has collapsed at Ahi-

ake Ndume Ibeku in Umua-
hia, Abia State during rainfall. 

The building, according 
to some neighbours, was 
started some years ago and 
abandoned, until the owner 
decided to resume works on 
the house recently.

He contracted a builder 

known as “Engineer” to add 
one more floor to the house, 
to make it a 3-storey house.

It was in the process of  
adding the last floor that the 
house collapsed, according to 
a resident of  Ahiaeke, Simon 
Kelechi.

The eye witness said he 
heard a thunderous sound at 
about 11:00pm during a rain-
fall which shook the founda-
tions of  the neighborhood.

Kelechi thanked God, no 
life was lost as the incident 

happened Saturday night 
when site workers were not 
on duty, as it would have 
caused calamity.

He further claimed that the 
owner of  the house is from 
Okwuano LGA.

Abia State commission-
er for Housing could not be 
reached for comments while 
officials of  Nigerian Socie-
ty of  Engineers, Abia State 
chapter when contacted, 
promised to visit the venue to 
carry out on-the-site investiga-
tions.

….New president should revoke their license if...

Abia APC jubilate as Buhari nominates 
Henry Ikoh as Minister
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State chapter 
of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC) has 

been thrown into spontane-
ous jubilation after President 
Mohammadu Buhari has 
nominated Chief  Henry Ike-
chukwu Ikoh as a  ministeri-
al nominee.

The new Ministers, when 
confirmed by the Senate, 

would replace the former sev-
en former Ministers who re-
signed their appointments to 
pursue political aspirations.

Their names were read out 
in Senate plenary on Tues-
day, as contained in the letter 
sent to the Senate by Presi-
dent, seeking their confirma-
tion.

Ikoh, until his appoint-
ment, was a senatorial aspir-
ant in APC for Abia Central 
district where he lost to Hon 

Sam Onuigbo by 152 to 157 
votes, though with com-
plaints by the loser.

Also, before his defection 
to APC from PDP in 2021, 
Ikoh was a two-time Com-
missioner for industry under 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
and is also an industrialist.

Ikoh’s appointment has 
been received with joy and 
surprise by many members 
of  the party who viewed the 
development as a paradigm 
shift in APC leadership in 
Abia, now that two factions 
are still laying claims to dif-
ferent guber candidates.

He would be replacing Dr 
Uche Ogah, who was the 
Minister of  State for Mines 
and Steel and presently, the 
factional guber candidate of  
APC in Abia State.

Other nominees unveiled 
by President Buhari  are Barr 
Joseph Ekumankama(E-
bonyi),  Umana Okon 
Umana,(Akwa Ibom) Good-
luck Nnana Opiah( Imo) 
Umar Ibrahim El-Yakub( 
Kano)  Ademola Adewole 
Adegoroye (Ondo)  and 
Odum Odih (Rivers State).

Buhari nominates Umahi’s 
Commissioner for ministerial 
appointment
By David Eze, Abakaliki

P
resident Moham-
madu Buhari has 
nominated Barr. Jo-

seph Ekumankama and six 
others as Ministers to re-
place the former ministers 
that resigned from his cab-
inet. Barr. Ekumankama 
till his nomination by Mr. 
President was the Commis-

sioner for Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs in Ebonyi State 
Government.  Other nomi-
nees are:Henry Ikechukwu 
Ikoh – Abia State, Uma-
na Okon Umana – Akwa 
Ibom State, Goodluck 
Nnana Opiah – Imo State, 
Umar Ibrahim El-Yakub – 
Kano State, Ademola Ade-
wole Adegoroye - Ondo 
State and Odum Odih - 
Rivers State.
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CJN replies aggrieved Supreme Court Justices 
over welfare, entitlements protest

T
he Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria (CJN), Tanko 
Muhammad, on Tues-

day replied to complaints of  
poor welfare and deterio-
rating state of  the court by 
some justices of  the Supreme 
Court

Fourteen (14) Supreme 
Justices had in a letter said 
to have been addressed to the 
CJN, complained that poor 
welfare as evidenced in lack 
of  review of  their salaries 
and allowances for 14 years.

They also complained 
that under the leadership of  
Justice Muhammad, they 
have been denied the welfare 
package they are entitled to, 
even when the package was 
captured in the court’s budg-
etary allocation.

The CJN, in the statement, 
confirmed the receipt of  the 
letter written and addressed 
to him by his brother Jus-
tices of  the Supreme Court 
Bench.

He said that Judges in all 
climes are to be seen and 
not heard, explaining why 
he refrained from joining is-
sues over a letter said to be 
addressed personally to him 
and which has been spread-

ing across the length and 
breadth of  the society.

The letter signed by the 
Senior Special Assistant on 
Media to the CJN, Ahuraka 
Yusuf  Isah, and titled, Re: 
State Of  Affairs in the Su-
preme Court and Demand 
by Justices of  the Supreme 
Court, reads “thus;

“The Chief  Justice of  Ni-
geria, Hon Justice Ibrahim 
Tanko Mohammad would 
wish to confirm receipt of  
letter written and addressed 
to him by his brother Jus-
tices of  the Supreme Court 
Bench.

“Judges in all climes are to 
be seen and not heard, and 
that informed why the CJN 
refrained from joining issues 
until a letter, said to be per-
sonal, is spreading across 
the length and breadth of  
the society. This was akin to 
dancing naked at the market 
square by us with the ripple 
effect of  the said letter

“The Supreme Court defi-
nitely does not exist outside 
its environment, it is also 
affected by the economic 
and socio-political climate 
prevailing in the country. Be-
sides that, the Apex Court 

has to a larger extent, been 
living to its constitutional re-
sponsibility.

“When a budget is made, it 
contains two sides, that’s the 
recurrent and the capital, yet 
all the two are broken down 
into items. The Federal Gov-
ernment releases the budget 
based on the budget compo-
nents. And it’s an offence to 
spend the money meant for 
one item for another.

“Take for instance, the 
Supreme Court budgeted 
this year to re-roof  and re-
habilitate its complex built 
over 30 years ago and that 
is being done. The work on 
the extension of  the com-
plex is near completion, the 
esthetic lawns and cleanness 
of  the perimeters are being 
well kept, and security and 
water supply are adequately 
provided for his brother Jus-
tices in their offices and resi-
dences. During the period of  
pandemic, a profound and 
extra-care was maintained 
to avoid causalities among 
them as well as the staff  gen-
erally. It would have amount-
ed to an act of  irresponsibili-
ty to divert money meant for 
the above for otherwise.

rules is on the process, it has 
to be critically reviewed to 
avoid conflict with the consti-
tution and other extant laws. 
Not all the CJN has reviewed 
the rules in the past. Within 
the three years his brother 
Justices mentioned came the 
pandemic and the judiciary 
workers’ strike.

“The internet services have 
been restored to Justices’ res-
idences and chambers, just as 
some allowances have been 
paid to them. The CJN held 
a meeting with his brother 
Justices last Thursday and 
another one is due to hold 
this week.

“The general public should 
be rest assured that there’s no 
hostility or adverse feelings 
amongst the Justices of  the 
Supreme Court, as everyone 
is going about his normal 
duty.”

Foundation offers help to indigent patients
of Neuropsychiatric Hospital, Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

A 
Non-Governmental 
Organisation (NGO) 
called “Humane 

Succour for Friends Foun-
dation”, has given financial 
assistance to 10 indigent pa-
tients of  Federal Neuropsy-
chiatric Hospital, Enugu.

The Foundation also do-
nated a carton of  noodles, 
beverages (milk, cocoa drink 
and sugar), a pack of  biscuit 
and tissues to each of  the 10 
indigent patients.

Donating the items on Sun-
day at the hospital, the team 
leader of  the Foundation, 
Rev Sis Frieda Okafor, noted 
that the foundation was out 
to give succour to “the forgot-
ten, downtrodden and special 
indigents not reached by the 
society.”

Okafor said that the foun-
dation, which is a non-profit 
and non-governmental or-
ganization, had a directive 
from its US-based leader and 
lead-donor to provide for the 
neediest patients in the hos-
pital.

 “We are also here to inter-
act with the hospital staff  and 
management to also know 
areas of  need that the foun-
dation can assist the patients 
and the hospital better going 

forward.
 “The foundation does not 

have all its needed resources 
now; but as we gather re-
sources we will deploy them 
to the needed areas for effec-
tive impact especially on the 
patients’ welfare and well-be-
ing in the hospital,” she said.

Responding, Medical Di-
rector of  the hospital, Prof. 
Monday Igwe, thanked the 
foundation for making the 
hospital its priority and break-
ing the jinx of  people not 
coming around its patients as 
they do in visiting motherless 
babies’ homes and inmates of  
prisons.

Igwe noted that mental ill 
patients are given sound treat-
ment in the hospital and they 
return to their normal lives, 
adding that the issue of  stig-
ma was still a big challenge to 
it well-treated and discharged 
patients.

 “We appeal to wealthy in-
dividuals and groups to assist 
the hospital and its patient 
in any way they can as we 
have lots of  indigent patients 
to cater for even those aban-
doned by their families that 
we cannot discharging going 
by medical ethics.

 “Our major challenges are 
that of  daily feeding and bill 
payment of  our teeming in-
digent patients that runs into 

several thousands.
 “We have water supply 

challenge as our over two 
decade-old water tanker had 
broken down and we are not 
connected to public water. So 
daily, we buy several tankers 
of  water to service the hospi-
tal and ensure enough water 

for all.
“Our power supply wage 

bill monthly (both electricity 
and diesel generating sets) is 
about N500,000 monthly.

“The hospital also needed 
to equip and strengthen its oc-
cupation therapy department 
to re-tool its patients with 

The Members of Obingwu Non-Indegenes Association during the meeting at Onia Assembly Hall, Obingwu.

skills to survive economically 
after discharge from the hos-
pital and to contribute mean-
ingful to their communities 
and families,” he added.

One of  the indigent patients 
and beneficiaries of  the finan-
cial assistance, (name with-
held), thanked the foundation 

for remembering the indigent 
patients at the hospital.

 “We are grateful and 
thankful for the financial as-
sistance and food items giv-
en to us. God Almighty will 
surely reward the foundation 
and members of  the founda-
tion as well,” he said.

“The accusation so far, in 
summary is that more or all 
ought to have been done and 
not that nothing has been 
done; which is utopian in the 
contemporary condition of  
our country.

“Before eight new Justices 
were appointed in 2020 onto 
the Apex Court bench, there 
was no additional budget to 
provide new chambers with 
equipped library, legal as-
sistance, residential accom-
modations and logistics for 
them. The Apex Court has 
to make do with the resourc-
es at its disposal to meet their 
needs over time. All the Jus-
tices of  this Court has at least 
a legal assistance, except 
some may opt for more. One 
of  the CJN’s legal assistance 
(now Justice Aina) was ap-
pointed to Abuja FCT High 
Court last month, while an-
other (Barr Ramatu) died 
three months back. General-
ly the Judiciary is looking up 
to recruitment of  more legal 
assistance and other support-
ing staff  this year.

“Besides, two Supreme 
Court Justices died within 
the period under considera-
tion. Both the four retirees 

and the two departed cost 
the court some funds in the 
forms of  gratuities and al-
lowances.

“Two weeks ago, eight Su-
preme Court Justices were 
nominated for a workshop in 
London as the court cannot 
take all of  them there at once 
otherwise the job would suf-
fer. They would be going in 
batches. Accommodations 
are being gradually provided 
for the few that are yet to get. 
There is none of  the Apex 
Court Justices without SUV 
and back up cars. If  any of  
them were purchased but re-
furbished, the external and 
internal auditors are here in 
the court to take those that 
bought them up over it.

“The high cost of  electric-
ity tariff  and diesel are na-
tional problem. The Chief  
Registrar might have budg-
eted for N300 per litre but 
diesel is now selling for over 
N700 per litre and therefore 
has to find a way around it 
without even bringing it to 
the attention of  the CJN. But 
there is no way the generator 
would be put off  if  the Court 
is sitting.

“The amendment of  court Tanko Muhammad, CJN
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Editorial

ince the beginning of this week, 

Sfuel scarcity has gradually began to 
creep into the Nigerian society as 

users spend hours waiting on queues in 
filling stations at various locations in the 
country to buy the product.

The scarcity of Premium Motor Spirit 
(PMS), popularly known as petrol or fuel 
usually affect businesses which depend 
on the product for power due to the 
erratic supply of  electricity in the 
country.

Similarly, the number of commercial 
vehicles plying the roads becomes less 
compared to a regular business day, 
leaving many passengers stranded at 
various bus stops.

While some are forced to pay extra 
fares for transportation, others may opt 
to trek to their respective destinations, 
including offices, markets, and homes.

There are fears that the scarcity might 
be as result of  industrial action by 
members of the Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of  Nigeria 
(IPMAN), as the union said it took a 
decision to go on strike.

H o w e v e r,  r e v e l a t i o n s  f r o m 
Independent Petroleum Marketers 
Association of  Nigeria (IPMAN), 
explained the rationale behind the fuel 
scarcity.

According to IPMAN, the situation 
across the country is as a result of the 
operating environment which has 
become hostile to their businesses.

The association specifically stated 
that the petroleum marketers were not on 
strike as feared but have found it difficult 
to operate considering the dependence on 
diesel whose price has skyrocketed.

“Members of Independent Petroleum 
Marketers Association of  Nigeria 
IPMAN have shut down their stations, 
not because we are striking; we are not on 
strike,” he said.

“Rather, the business environment 
has been very hostile to us such that we 
can no longer do business under this 
condition. For you to load a litre of 
petrol, you pay in N162 per litre.”

The IPMAN official was quick to say 
the situation had nothing to do with the 
removal of subsidy or deregulation of the 
petroleum sector.

He listed the high cost of buying 
petrol at the depots, the high cost of 
diesel for running their station, and the 
increased cost of freight as the major 
factors responsible.

The group stressed that it was no 
longer feasible to sell the product at the 

recommended price of N165 to a litre, 
adding that the landing cost of petrol was 
between N175 to N178 naira to the litre.

“You now have to add the cost of 
transportation which is between N6 to 
N8, depending on the distance within 
Lagos,” he explained. “If it is outside 
Lagos, it is much more than that.

“So, if you add N8 to N162, you 
already have N170 and the government 
which is the regulator wants us to sell at 
N165; we have not even added the charges 
at the depot and the running cost at our 
stations.”

“You know what diesel says now, and 
you know how epileptic power supply is; 
we run on generator, using diesel at N800 
per litre. There is no station in Lagos that 
uses less than 50 litres (of diesel) per day.

“So, our members can no longer sell 
(petrol) at N165 per litre; in fact, there is 
no reasonable person in this business that 
can sell below N180 per litre, so it is not 
as if we are on strike,” 

It has become common knowledge 
that each time there is widespread 
scarcity of  petroleum products, the 
gover nment  passes  the  blame to 
something or someone else. It is either 
due to major pipeline damage by vandals, 
militants' attack on a major flow station, 
or sabotage by shylock importers. 
Interestingly too, each persistent scarcity 
is accompanied by a corresponding 
hidden plan by the authorities to increase 
the pump prices of the products. Thus the 
"appropriate pricing" of  petroleum 
products, since 1991, has become a major 
reason for the government's endless 
upward review of the price of fuel, 
especially Premium Motor Spirit (PMS) 
or petrol. In December 1993, the pump 
price of PMS rose from 70kobo per litre 
to N3.25. At the same time the price of 
Kerosene, another essential by-product 
of crude oil, was moved from 50kobo to 
N2.75 while the cost of diesel increased 
to N3.00 per litre. Barely a year after, the 
General Sani Abacha administration, in 
1994, adjusted prices again to N5.00 per 
litre of petrol, N3.00 per litre of kerosene 
and N3.50per litre of diesel.

We, therefore urge the Federal 
Gover nment,  Niger ian  Nat ional 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) and the 
Pipelines and Products Marketing 
Company Limited (PPMC) to urgently 
institute major discussion with the 
Independent Petroleum Marketers 
Association of Nigeria (IPMAN) on how 
best to avert the imminent scarcity and as 
well curb further occurrences.

Again, needless fuel
scarcity creeping into
the nation
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By Abiodun komolafe

T
he Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) monitored 
party presidential pri-

mary elections have come and 
gone and, as the saying goes, the 
rest is history! With various can-
didates pushing private agenda, 
diverse groups’ interests being 
articulated, and differing institu-
tional preferences already being 
canvassed, all eyes are now on 
the 2023 General Elections. In 
all, interesting times await Nige-
rians!

That said, it is no longer news 
that, no matter how difficult it is 
to measure the impact of  religion 
or religious beliefs in politics in 
Nigeria, it remains contestable 
in the public domain. However, 
the interesting thing is that the 
candidates of  the two foremost 
political parties are Muslims. As 
things stand, adherents of  tradi-
tional and other religions may 
have to re-evaluate their options, 
and settle for a compromise. 
Well, it once happened in Nige-
ria, with an all-Muslim ticket of  
MKO Abiola and Babagana Kin-
gibe in the June 12, 1993 presi-
dential election.

Except we are being econom-
ical with the truth, most of  the 
current presidential contenders 
have pockets deep enough to 
prosecute a presidential election 
of  Nigeria’s ‘standard’. Most of  
them are also popular in their 
respective domains. So, between 
now and the election, what is left 
is for the contestants to test their 
national appeal and sell their vi-
sions to the electorate. Right now, 

long-term policy statements are 
redundant with the people. Rath-
er, Nigerians will most probably 
embrace executive pronounce-
ments that are effective and feasi-
ble for all to see.

Gone are the days when the 
intelligentsia would want to pin 
down a political party, based on 
ideology. The word, ‘ideology’, is 
no longer marketable in Nigeria’s 
political lexicon. As a matter of  
fact, some political scientists have 
argued that the concept is dead 
and buried! But, again, it’s been 
argued that ideologies don’t die; 
they may have lost their curren-
cy; yet, they still exist – maybe, in 
their latent forms – to help shape 
ideas of  political parties’ manifes-
tos.

Remember Edwin Madunagu 
and fellow comrades in the early 
days of  the introduction of  the 
Marxian dialectics into the aca-
demia in Nigeria. For some of  
these academics, as it was with 
their colleagues in other parts of  
the world, the understanding of  
extant ‘political ideology’ of  a 
state determines the social devel-
opment trajectory and its pace in 
any given society. In the national 
dailies, Madunagu would clin-
ically subject government poli-
cies to the critical analysis and 
scrutiny eye of  the postulates of  
‘dialectical materialism’ of  Karl 
Marx. 

Thus, he would domesticate 
the Marxian theory and use it to 
examine the social condition of  
living of  the average Nigerian.

Arguably, political manifestos 
and government policies were ad-
judged good or bad, based upon 
the outcome of  the review of  

Nigeria’s presidential flag-bearers
and the road to 2023

     Peter Obi Atiku 

these academics, irrespective of  
the type or mode of  government: 
military or civilian. Unfortunate-
ly, the trend in public administra-
tion has shifted towards market 
economy; and emphasis on po-
litical ideology has waned over-
time. When Ibrahim Babangida 
came, the situation gravitated 
toward “a little to the left and a 
little to the right”, with the centre 
becoming totally disoriented and 
confused. By a twist of  fate, Ni-
gerians don’t even remember the 
meaning of  ideologies or what 
they are all about again. The sad 
side is that political parties don’t 
even feel compelled to come with 
ideology-laden manifestos again!

As at today, the Nigerian so-
ciety has ebbed to the point of  
a home-grown anomie; and the 
only way to arrest it is to truth-
fully arrest it. By that, we mean a 
total overhaul, which starts even 
from the family. Impliedly, who-
ever wants to rule Nigeria must 
have a concrete, benchmarked 
blueprint that must be executable 
in four years; and must hit the 
ground running! We have had 
enough of  ‘we shall’, ‘we will’ 
and similar stuffs which never 
came to fruition. So, let whoever 
wins not come up with the pres-
ent style which thrives mostly on 
feigned promises. A paradigmatic 
shift in public administration ap-
proach is inevitable.

Take for instance, Nigerians 
will want to know what a Bola 
Tinubu-led government will do 
to improve the security situation 
in the first three months of  his 
presidency. If  not, his presiden-
cy will be in trouble. To avoid 
that, all measures that will make 

terrorists, bandits, kidnappers, 
even common thieves come to 
terms with the fact that there is 
a new sheriff  in town must be 
explored. If  he wants to _“lead 
from the front”, let him put on 
the uniform and lead his troops 
against the enemies of  our land. 
If  Sambisa Forest is harbouring 
our enemies, let him put on his 
armour and reclaim it. If  he is 
going to hire foreign Cosmopol-
itan police, or mercenaries from 
Sudan, let him go ahead and get 
them to do the job. If  he is going 
to bring the Sunday Igbohos of  
this world back to Nigeria and en-
gage them against the murderous 
Fulanis and killer herdsmen, let 
him know that there is no time to 
waste again. The dangerous truth 
is that the long overdue improve-
ment in terms of  security can no 
longer wait!

No doubt about it, Nigeria is 
wounded and Nigerians are suf-
fering! In an enveloping ecology 
of  poverty, where food insecurity 
is highly pronounced, citizens are 
dying young, courtesy of  prevent-
able diseases. So, it behooves the 
incoming government to address 
the economic hardship current-
ly driving Nigerians mad. The 
frightening truth is that, if  the 
number of  the children of  school 
age currently out of  school is 
not reduced within the first three 
months of  such a presidency, no-
body will say that the government 
is doing anything.

A time like this in the life of  
Nigeria does not call for exter-
nal borrowings that are not tied 
to feasible projects. Besides, the 
day our leaders realize that all 
they need to do to have headway 

is managing debts, not surpluses 
that will end up in some people’s 
pockets, the better for the system. 
But if  we continue in our old 
ways, then, Nigerians have a long 
way to go!

One of  the greatest problems 
confronting Nigerians is that our 
youths are not only unemployed 
but also unemployable because 
they lack relevant skills. It is even 
unfortunate that ability to read 
and write among Nigerian grad-
uates can no longer be taken for 
granted. And that’s a big shame!

Lastly, let the incoming pres-
ident know that rekindling the 
hope of  Nigerians does not reside 
in giving them money. Rather, it 
should be about vision and crea-
tivity. It is about developing peo-
ple. Lee Kuan Yew has shown 
that there hasn’t been a developed 
society without control or vision. 
In his time, Yew made sure that 
an average Singaporean child 
must work towards being a star 
and useful person in the society. 

There are academics and ideol-
ogists in Nigeria who still share 
the former president’s dream. 
They can be of  help! Those who 
have the skills to help us out are 
still available in our universities 
and other institutions of  higher 
learning. 

We need them now to create 
another curriculum that will 
get new values inculcated in the 
younger generations of  Nigeri-
ans. Enough of  eating the crumbs 
that fall from the tables of  our 
oppressors! Until we go back, fix 
the basics; rearrange our morals; 
then, give a sense of  direction to 
generations yet unborn, it may 
be difficult for dear country to 
achieve anything.

Ahmed TinubuAbubakar
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Sexual misconduct: OAU, UNIABUJA dismiss 4 professors, 14 others 
o fewer than 18 

Nlecturers in the 
nation's tertiary 

institutions have been 
indicted and dismissed over 
sexual misconduct in one 
year, analysis of  media 
reports revealed. 

The issue of  sexual 
h a r a s s m e n t  h a s  b e e n 
recur r ing  in  Niger ian 
institutions with a survey 
conducted in 2018 by the 
Wo r l d  B a n k  G r o u p ' s 
Women revealing that 70 
p e r  c e n t  o f  f e m a l e 
graduates from tertiary 
institutions in Nigeria were 
sexually harassed in school, 
with the main perpetrators 
b e i n g  c l a s s m a t e s  o r 
lecturers. 

Though the Senate 
had in 2021 passed a bill 
that randy lecturers should 

he National Board Tf o r  Te c h n i c a l 
E d u c a t i o n  h a s 

accredited 52 academic 
programmes for Kwara 
State Polytechnic, Ilorin, 
Kwara State.

This was contained in 
a statement signed by the 
Public Relations Officer of  
t h e  P o l y t e c h n i c ,  
Abdulkadir Yunus.

The statement said 

h e  D i r e c t o r -TGeneral, National 
Yo u t h  S e r v i c e 

Corps (NYSC) Brig-Gen. 
Muhammad Fadah has 
c a u t i o n  yo u t h  c o r p s 
members against partisan 
politics during service 
year, saying “it is an 
offence.”

Fadah gave the advice 
on Tuesday during the 
swearing-in ceremony of  

the 2022 Batch 'B' Stream l 
youth corps members 
posted to Kogi at the 
NYSC Orientation Camp 
in Asaya in Kabba Local 
Government Area.

Represented by the 
NYSC Coordinator in 
Ko g i ,  M o f o l u w a s h o 
Williams, the director-
general said “it is an 
offence for youth corps 
members to engage in 

partisan politics, especially 
during election.”

He said the Federal 
Gover nment  and  the 
people of  Nigeria have so 
much trust and confidence 
in youth corps members, 
hence their engagement as 
a d  h o c  s t a f f  d u r i n g 
elections.

He added that “for 
Nigerians to continue to 
trust  us,  youth corps 
members must remain 
non-partisan at all times.”

He urged the NYSC 
members to be security 
conscious at all times and 
report any suspicious 
characters or activities to 
appropriate authorities.

The director-general 
further urged them to 
distance themselves from 
cultism, drug abuse and 
avoid the use of  social 
media for fake news, 
fuelling hatred and other 
negative purposes.

He advised the youth 
corps members to deploy 
their energy and time for 
the promotion of  national 
unity and development, 
and sustain high level of  
discipline and enthusiasm.

t h a t  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Polytechnic programmes 
of  the NBTE, Ngbede 
Ogoh, while speaking at 
the exit briefing of  the 
accreditation exercise 
expressed satisfactions 
with the provisions on 
ground, noting that the 
Polytechnic was known for 
her productive graduates 
all over the world.

According to him, 

“We will only advise you 
n o t  t o  r e l e n t  o n  t h e 
standard known with the 
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin, and also make sure 
you rectify all the grey 
areas observed by the 
resource persons.”

Earlier, the Director of  
North Central Zone of  the 
NBTE, Dr Hatim Koko, 
called on the management 
not to rest on her oars by 

introducing more courses 
t h a t  wo u l d  k e e p  t h e 
teaming admission seekers 
from roaming the streets.

In his remarks, the 
Polytechnic Rector, Dr 
Jimoh Abdul, pledged to 
rectify all the grey areas 
observed by the resource 
persons, he applauded 
them for engaging in a 
thorough job.

A b d u l ,  t h e r e f o r e, 
expressed appreciation to 
the NBTE for maintaining 
s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e 
p o l y t e c h n i c  s e c t o r , 
promising that the Kwara 
State Polytechnic would 
not shy away from her 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  a 
technologically oriented 
school.

irector, Centre for DS c i e n c e  a n d 
T e c h n o l o g y 

S t u d i e s ,  T e c h n i c a l 
University of  Kenya, Prof. 
Maurice Amutabi, has 
advised African universities 
to train supervisors before 
u n l e a s h i n g  t h e m  o n 
innocent graduate students.

Amutabi, in an essay 
titled, 'Need to address 
supervisor menace for 
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n 
Kenyan universities,' which 
he posted on USA Africa 
D i a l o g u e  S e r i e s  o n 
Monday, said universities 
should also increase the 
number of  members on 
thes i s  o r  d i s se r ta t ion 
supervision committees 
from one or two to at least 
three or four.

''Research has revealed 
t h a t  t h e  f e w e r  t h e 
supervisors per student, the 
more students are slowed 
d o w n  a n d  t h e  m o r e 
conflicts. More supervisors 
mean more opinions.

' ' P r o d u c i n g  m o r e 
graduate degrees depends 
on good planning and 
e f fec t ive  super v i s ion , 
which is lacking in many of  
our universities.

' ' T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e 
training on the ar t of  
supervising. I recall when I 
joined Central Washington 
University as an Assistant 
Professor; I was taken 
t h r o u g h  o n e - m o n t h 
training and asked to mark 
' dummy '  mas te r s  and 
doctoral theses which were 
marked by senior scholars. 
One needed to get the same 
grade as the rest of  the 
trainees to be allowed to 
supervise. There are people 

who repeated the training 
for two or more times 
b e f o r e  q u a l i f y i n g . 
Supervisors need to make 
useful and meaningful 
comments on students' 
work and not statements 
such as “move to the next 
chapter” or “recast the 
entire work” or “we need to 
talk” or “no progress” or 
“ d i d  y o u  a t t e n d  m y 
research class really” or “I 
am increasingly beginning 
to believe that PhD. is not 
for everyone” or “kindly 
r e q u e s t  f o r  a n o t h e r 
supervisor” and other 
statements which demean 
the efforts of  students.

dismissal of  a lecturer in the 
Department of  Geography 
for sexually assaulting a 
student. 

T h e  R ive r s  S t a t e 
College of  Health, Science 
a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
Technology suspended a 
lecturer for three months 
for sexually harassing a 100 
level female student.

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Univer s i ty,  Oye -Eki t i 
suspended a lecturer in the 
Department of  Media and 
Theatre Art in June 2021 
for sexual misconduct. 

That same month, the 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
U n i ve r s i t y  o f  L a g o s 
announced the dismissal of  
two lecturers over similar 
offence. 

 In August that same 
year, the University of  Port-

Applied Sciences. 
I n  Ja nu a r y  2 0 2 2 , 

Elechi Amadi Polytechnic, 
Rivers State announced the 
dismissal of  a lecturer for 
harassing a female student.

In April 2022, OAU 
again, launched probe into 
a l l ega t ions  o f  s exua l 
haras sment  aga ins t  a 
p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e 
Department of  Linguistics 
and African Studies. So far, 
two professors have been 
affected in OAU. 

In June 2022, the Vice-
C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e 
University of  Abuja, Prof  
Abdul-Raheed Na'allah, 
announced the dismissal of  
two lecturers for sexual 
misconduct. 

Both of  them are 
professors. 

The Yaba College of  
Technology is currently 
investigating allegations of  
sexual harassment against 
one of  its lecturers. 

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n 
interview, the Programme 
D i r e c t o r ,  R e f o r m 
E d u c a t i o n  N i g e r i a , 
Ayodamola Oluwatoyin, 
said there was the need to 
ensure that clear sexual 
harassment policies are 
made available in tertiary 
institutions. 

O l u wa t oy i n  s a i d , 
“One of  the issues we are 
facing is that we do not have 
clear policies against sexual 
harassment in our schools. 
Stiffer punishments also 
need to be meted out. 

“You cannot just say 
you will dismiss a lecturer 
for sexual misconduct; 
there should be stiffer 
p u n i s h m e n t s  l i k e 

be subject to 21 years 
imprisonment, according 
to reports that most of  the 
lecturers indicted and 
found guilty after the bill 
was passed were simply 
sacked. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
compiled reports, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-
I fe  topped the l i s t  of  
institutions with the highest 
n u m b e r  o f  l e c t u r e r s 
i n d i c t e d  f o r  s e x u a l 
misconduct.

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  O A U 
dismissed three lecturers 
from the Departments of  
E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e , 
International Relations and 
Accounting over sexual 
harassment of  students. 

The Kaduna State 
University, in January 
2 0 2 1 ,  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

Harcourt announced the 
dismissal of  a lecturer of  
the Department of  Foreign 
Languages and Literature 
over sexual misconduct. 

In October 2021, the 
Fe d e r a l  Po ly t e c h n i c , 
Bauchi also announced the 
dismissal of  two lecturers 
from the Departments of  
Nutrition/Dietetics and 
General Studies over sexual 
misconduct. 

A lecturer from the 
Department of  Sociology, 
Ignatius Ajuru University 
o f  E d u c a t i o n  w a s 
dismissed for impregnating 
a female student. 

In December 2021, 
the Kwara State University, 
Malete announced the 
dismissal of  a lecturer for 
harassing a student in the 
Department of  Pure and 

imprisonment.”
It is so unfortunate 

that we still report incidents 
of  sexual harassments in 
our tertiary institutions.” 

The spokesman of  the 
Fe d e r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Education, Ben Goong, 
told newsmen that while 
the ministry does not get 
itself  involved in the day-to-
day running of  tertiary 
institutions, the ministry 
would always come in 
when it had to do with 
policy issues. 

“When it comes to 
issues about the day-to-day 
r u n n i n g  o f  t e r t i a r y 
institutions, the ministry 
does not get involved. We 
leave that to the National 
Universities Commission, 
N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  f o r 
Technical Education and 
the governing councils of  
the institutions. 

“However, councils 
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
developing policies. For 
instance, when I was a 
member of  council at the 
Federal  Univers i ty  of  
Technology, Owerri, we 
came up with a code of  
conduct as regards sexual 
harassment,” Goong said. 

Ef for ts  to  get  the 
Executive Secretaries of  the 
NUC and NBTE, Prof  
Abubakar Rasheed and 
P r o f  I d r i s  B u g a j e 
r e s p e c t i v e l y,  p r o v e d 
abortive as they did not take 
their calls. 

T h e y  h ave  ye t  t o 
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  t e x t 
messages sent to them as of  
the time of  filing this 
report. 

NBTE accredits 52 programmes for Kwara Poly 

NYSC: It is an offence for corps
members to engage in partisan
politics – Brig-Gen Fadah

Train supervisors, don tells African
varsities

Read & advertise
in News Echo
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he World Bank has Tsaid that Nigeria 
has the highest 

number of  out of  school 
children in the world with 
11 million pupils recorded 

 lecturer at the 

AF o u n t a i n 
U n i v e r s i t y , 

Osogbo,  Dr  Rasheed 
Adebiyi, has called for a 
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  M a s s 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
curriculum to incorporate 
t h e  t e r m ,  ' S o l u t i o n 
Journalism.'

According to him, 
rather than focusing on the 
p r o b l e m ,  ' S o l u t i o n 
Journalism' as a concept 
focuses  on providing 
solutions.

 former chairman, 

AAssociat ion of  
R e g i s t r a r s  o f  

Nigerian Universities, Dr 
Omojola Awosusi has 
decried the ineffectiveness 
of  old administrative staff  
of  universities. 

A  r e n o w n e d 
administrator, who noted 
t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  
adminis t ra tors  in  the 
university was critical, 
stated that some of  the old 
workers were being paid 
without doing the job. 

Awosusi, who was a 
former Registrar of  the 
Ekiti State University, Ado 
Ekiti, said this at the 5th 
annual registry lecture 
ser ies  o f  the  El izade 

University, Ilara Mokin, 
Ondo State. 

The lecture was titled, 
'Pathway of  overcoming 
challenges of  the university 
system in the 21st century: 
university administrators 
and the imperative of  the 
value addition.'

The guest  lec turer 
described a university 
administrator as a person 
who is ubiquitous and 
involved in everything and 
anything in the university 
system. 

He said, “Every staff  of  
a  un ive r s i t y  mus t  be 
encouraged to add value to 
t h e  s y s t e m .  E a c h 
institution must add value 
to its system in terms of  

I C T  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
research facilities, teaching 
and learning deliverables. 
Each university must invest 
in staff  training, especially 
that of  non-teaching staff. 
What is neglected could be 
what will be affected. 

“In every university 
today, there is a disused old 
registrar or bursar being 
paid for doing nothing. The 
NUC should mandate the 
adoption of  an Electronic 
Document Management 
System by all universities.

“Universities should 
maximise the value of  all 
staff. Value addition must 
b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d 
motivated in the university 
system.”

Adebiyi disclosed this 
while speaking at a day 
wo r k s h o p  f o r  m e d i a 
practitioners and Mass 
Communication students 
w i t h  t h e  t h e m e , 
'Mainstreaming solutions 
journalism teaching and 
practice in the media 
ecosystem in Osun State, 
southwest Nigeria,' held at 
Founta in  Univer s i ty, 

The National Youth 
S e r v i c e  C o r p s , 
NYSC, Tuesday 

called on Corps members 
to avoid using social media 

platforms to spread fake 
news, fuell hatred and 
other negative purposes 
t h a t  d o  n o t  p r o m o t e 
national development, 

unity and integration.
The Director-General, 

NYSC, Brigadier General, 
Mk Fadah stated this 
during the swearing in 

ceremony of  the 2022 
batch 'B' stream I 
Corps members at the 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  
NYSC, Afikpo Local 
Government Area, 
Ebonyi State.

The DG who was 
represented by NYSC 
E b o n y i  S t a t e 
Coordinator, Mrs. 
Bamai Mercy further 
u r g e d  t h e  C o r p s 
members to distance 
t h e m s e l ve s  f r o m 
cultism, drug abuse 
and other social vices.

Osogbo.
The communication 

scholar,  who was the 
convener of  the workshop 
said, “The narrative has 
also always been one-
sided. We focus on the 
problem, more than on 
how people are responding 
to the problem.

“We should begin to 
change our perspective, the 
way we teach journalists in 
the classroom. The 'bad 

news is news' focus is 
already out of  date even in 
advanced countries.

“They are now taking 
a solution driven-approach 
to report. We are telling the 
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  M a s s 
Communication to adopt 
that philosophy. It may not 
be a stand-alone course but 
it could be incorporated 
into similar courses.”

institution, the number of  
school children under 
review who are between 6-
15years  increased by 
100% between 2003 and 
2020.

This was disclosed in 
the World Bank document 

million and has increased 
to 40 million in 2020, 
stating that the population 
of  Nigerian children aged 
6-15years in 2003 was 35 
million and 51 million in 
2020.

It, however, stated 

in 2020.
The Nigerian out of  

school children was 15 
million in 2003.

Accord ing  to  the 
g l o b a l  f i n a n c i a l 

t i t l e d  “ N i g e r i a 
Development Update 
( J u n e  2 0 2 0 ) :  T h e 
Continuing Urgency of  
Business Unusual.”

It revealed that the 
number  o f  in - school 
children in 2003 was 20 

that more efforts need to 
b e  m a d e  t o  e n s u r e 
Nigeria's children are back 
to school.

T h e  B a n k  s a i d , 
“Although Nigeria has 
experienced a significant 
expansion in access to 
education during the last 
few decades, it still has the 
highest number of  out-of-
school (OOS) children in 
the world.”

The bank continued, 
“Nigeria's more than 11 
million OOS children 
between the ages of  6 and 
15 represent 1 in 12 OOS 
children globally. The 
O O S  c h i l d r e n 
phenomenon in Nigeria is 
multi-causal and will 
require a combination of  
interventions. On the 
demand side, reducing the 
cost  of  education by 
eliminating school fees, 
providing cash transfers, 
and shifting socio-cultural 
norms that prevent school 
enrollment are critical 
steps.”

Reacting to the report, 
Statisense disclosed that 
the number, “represents 1 
in 12 of  all out-of-school 
children globally and 22% 
of  all children in this age 
group in Nigeria.”

Nigeria has 11 million of out-of-school children, highest in
world – World Bank

Don advocates solution journalism in curriculum

NYSC to Corps members:
Avoid using social media to spread
fake newsExpert decries ineffectiveness of

old varsity workers 

Out of school children

Adebiyi

Mk Fadah
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he Anambra State TCommissioner for 
Local Government, 

C h i e f t a i n c y  a n d 
Community Affairs, Mr 
Collins Nwabunwanne, 
has directed the Traditional 
r u l e r  o f  U m u o n a 
community, in Aguata 
local government area, 
Igwe Humphrey Ejesieme, 
to put to an end crisis 
rocking his Community.

The Commissioner 
gave the directive during a 
reconciliatory meeting 
with the Monarch, the 
president General of  the 
town, Hon. Chief  Kenneth 
Okoli and other Executives 
at the Government House 
Awka, during the week.

Nwabunwanne, who 
harped on the need for the 
t r ad i t iona l  r u l e r  and 
Pres iden t  Genera l  to 

A
n a m b r a  S t a t e 
Government has 
restored peace 

a m o n g  t h e  w a r r i n g 
f a c t i o n s  i n  N k we l l e 
Ezunaka community in 
Oyi Council Area, after 
ove r  E i g h t  ye a r s  o f  

communal crisis.
The Commissioner for 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t , 
C h i e f t a i n c y  a n d 
Community Affairs, Chief  
Collins Nwabunwanne, 
who brokered the peace 
during a reconciliatory 

meeting with the warring 
parties in his office at 
G ove r n m e n t ,  H o u s e 
Awka, on Monday, made 
them to understand that 
G ove r n o r  S o l u d o  i s 
passionate about seeing 
warring communit ies 
r e t u r n  t o  p e a c e  f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
progress.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Nwabunwanne reminded 
them of  the need for 
peaceful coexistence as no 
meaningful development 
will  take place in an 
atmosphere of  bitterness 
and rancour.  

The commissioner 
said the elected Executives 
would pilot the affairs of  

the town for six  months, 
that  is  from now ti l l 
December  in line with the 
c o u r t  r u l i n g  b e f o r e 
another election will be 
conducted to produce 
another Executive

T h o s e   e l e c t e d 
Executives  would help to 
reposition the community 
and also work with state 

gove r nment  to 
p r o d u c e  t h e 
traditional ruler in 
d u e  c o u r s e  t o 
enable them get 
their fair share of  
d e m o c r a c y 
dividends from the 
state government 
largesse.

The President-
G e n e r a l  o f  
Nkwelle Ezunaka, 
H o n o u r a b l e 
Leonard Areh - 
Onyenze, in his 
remarks, said he 
would remain ever 
g r a t e f u l  t o 
Governor Soludo 
a n d  h i s  a b l e 
Commiss ioner, 
H o n . 
Nwabunwanne, 
for being able to 

effect the reconciliation 
a f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  
squabbles.

M r  A r e h - O n ye n z e 
intimated that the crisis 
which had rocked his 
community for more than 
eight years started when 
their former traditional 
ruler died.

He assured the state 
government that he so 
desired to put an end to the 
age-long crisis for peace, 
progress and stability in the 
town.

Some of  the Executives 
members present such as 
Ogbuefi Willie Okafor, 
Engr Dike Ndulu,  Sir 
Everistus Nwachiemelu, 
Nze Chidozie Dibor And 
Ogbuefi James Odife in 
their separate reactions, 
applauded the Governor 
Soludo and Commissioner 
for the reconciliation.

They promised that the 
factions will sheath their 
swords to pave way for a 
new election in December 
2022, according to the 
d i c t a t e s  o f  N k w e l l e 
Ezunaka constitution.

initiate another peace 
move, reminded the parties 
present that Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo is 
t o t a l ly  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
achieving lasting peace, 
p r o m o t e  a n d  p r o t e c t 
h u m a n  r i g h t s  i n  a l l 
communities in the state.

He appealed to the duo 
t o  j o i n t l y  b u i l d  a 
Community with shared 
future for human beings as  
war or conflicts does no 
one any good.

He a lso  urged the 
Pres iden t  Genera l  to 
always work with the 
traditional ruler for peace 
and progress of  Umuona 
Community.

He appealed to the 
traditional ruler to lift the 
sanctions as well as huge 
fines levelled  against some 
sons and daughters of  the 
town  and reabsorb them 
back into his kingdom 
while he promised to study 

the constitutions of  the 
town careful for interest of  
peace.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
N w a b u n w a n n e  w h o 
reminded them to shun 
i n f l a m m a t o r y  a n d  
derogatory words, as well 
as physical attacks on 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a l s o 
announced  tha t  Igwe 
Humphrey will conduct 
the meeting for  peace at 
the Umuona Civic center to 

enable him address his 
subjects as the Royal father 
and as well forgive their 
shortcomings while they in 
tu r n  fo rg ive  h i s  own 
shortcomings too for the 
peace progress and stability 
of  the town.

The Commissioner 
f u r t h e r  w a r n e d  t h a t 
g ove r n m e n t  w i l l  n o t 
hesitate to use desired 
means to punish the faction 
that would go against the 
peace move.

The president General 
o f  U m u o n a  t o w n ,  
Hon.Chief  Kenneth Okoli   

who recounted how the 
c o n f l i c t s  s t a r t e d  i n 
Umuona ,agreed also that  
pea c e  w i l l  r e i g n  a nd 
commended commissioner 
N w a b u n w a n n e  f o r 
insisting that no one has 
right to remove any elected 
president General from 
office under his watch.

I n  t h e i r  s e p e r a t e 
speeches,  the  fo r mer 
Chairman Aguata Council 
Area, Chief,Dr Anthony 
O k o l i  ,  M r  S a m u e l 
Okolonmike ,Rev Prof.  
James Nnoruga,

 Nze Fabian Ezeofor 

and Chief  Emeka Adilieje 
among others appreciated 
the efforts of  Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo and 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
N w a b u n w a n n e  f o r 
championing the cause of  
p e a c e  i n  U m u o n a 
Community while praying 
God to bless and reward 
them abundantly. 

T h e  p e r m a n e n t 
Secretary of  the ministry 
Barrister Pauline Nwandu 
and the ASATU President, 
Barr Titus Akpudo were 
among  d ign i ta r i e s  in 
attendance.

Anambra govt directs traditional ruler to end crisis
rocking community
Stories from Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Communal crisis:
Peace returns to
Anambra community
after eight years

Umuona Community leaders during a meeting at Anambra'government house Awka, on Monday.

Nkwelle Ezunaka leaders during a peace meeting at Government house Awka, on Monday.
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News Extra

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o encourage produc-
tivity and excellence 
among the youth of  
Ohaji/Egbema, Hon. 

Engr. Onyiriuka Stanley, who 
is the Social Democratic Par-
ty (SDP) candidate for Ohaji/
Egbema State Constituency in 
the 2023 election, has assured 
Kings and Queens of  Awarra 
Court Area of  his solid support 
to their Reality Show Program 
billed to hold soon so that they 
will be able to achieve their 
dreams of  teaching their fellow 
youths on how to imbibe good 
skills that can empower them 
financially to become more 
useful to themselves, families 
and the society at large.

Onyiriuka gave the assur-
ance when he received in audi-
ence the Kings and Queens of  
Awarra Court Area who paid 
him a courtesy visit last week 
in Owerri.

While charging them to base 
the Reality Show on merit to 
be able to get the best of  them-
selves to move forward, the 
philanthropist told the organ-
izers of  the program to always 
use such avenue to properly 
enlighten the youth on patriot-
ism, selfless service to human-
ity and the need to shun crime 
and violence in order to attract 
investments at the area for even 
development, peace and com-
fort.

“Use your creativity to let 
our youths have proper orienta-
tion. Let them know that crime 
does not pay good. Tell them to 
stop scaring away oil compa-

Onyiriuka assures Kings, Queens of 
Awarra Court Area of support

nies who are ready to fix infra-
structures like electricity, good 
road network, functional and 
affordable healthcare system, 
good market structures and en-
vironment among others. With 
these amenities in place, we can 
establish ourselves. Idle youths 
can be gainfully employed by 
investors who will be attracted 
to site their businesses at the 

area given to peaceful, serene 
and healthy environment”. 

“When youths are positively 
engaged insecurity would be 
a thing of  the past. The Niger 
Delta Security Network which 
I coordinated in Ohaji/Egbema 
was used to recover Adapalm 
that is generating huge money 
today for Imo State, as well as 
offering employment to our 

people mainly. 
“Best form of  security is the 

one from the indigenous peo-
ple. If  Ohaji/Egbema is pow-
ered investors will easily come 
in to invest. By so doing un-
employment would have been 
curbed or reduced minimally. 
I will always involve in any 
progressive activity at Ohaji/ 
Egbema”, Onyiriuka said.

He enjoined the youth not 
to be carried away by material 
things or favouritism as they 
strive for better opportunity, 
stressing that “God knows us 
even before He created us. Your 
vision for the position you are 
occupying should be actualised 
so that posterity will always re-
member you for it. Leaving a 
positive legacy pays a lot and 
it will encourage others to do 
well in life. 

Onyiriuka Stanley Campaign 
Organization is going to sup-
port you as you carry out your 
noble activity. I’m fully part 
of  the program. Some of  you 
who have skills or handiwork 
should teach others as to lessen 
over dependence on oil which 
always breeds crisis”.

The SDP candidate reiter-
ated that he has empowered 
many persons especially people 
from Ohaji/Egbema through 
agribusiness who are making 
well and fending properly for 
themselves. 

“In our little capacity we 
have helped many and we are 
going to do more. I appreciate 
you for the courtesy visit which 
I will not take it for granted, I 
counted the homage as a great 
privilege having innocent faces 

of  Kings and. Queens of  ACA. 
Thank you for letting outsid-

ers know more of  the good-
ness, godliness and brilliance 
of  Ohaji/Egbema indigenes. 

Continue to take a positive 
path to stardom and success 
will always be your hallmarks”. 

Speaking earlier, the group 
described Onyiriuka Stanley is 
a good and practical Christian 
who is humble, sincere and 
exceptionally chivalric, adding 
that “he exudes peace, excel-
lence. 

He is respectful, cool, but 
fearless. A partaker of  com-
munity activity who is crea-
tive- minded and thoughtfully 
enriching. He is a core grass-
root politician. Little wonder 
he leaves no stone unturned as 
he tours round Ohaji/Egbema 
conversing for support and vote 
from the electorate even diplo-
matically. He is often politically 
correct”.

According to them, “good 
a thing, we have seen the sub-
stance Onyiriuka Stanley is 
made of, hence we vowed that 
he is going to represent us in 
the Imo State House of  Assem-
bly in 2023. 

We love him dearly because 
he is good and he is going to 
deliver even on promise. He 
needs our mandate to enable 
him work wonders for the con-
stituency from Imo Assembly 
from 2023”, promising that 
they will always follow the ad-
monition he gave them in order 
to have a successful and mem-
orable Reality Show for their 
youths.

Hon. Onyiriuka

Police refute claim of bomb explosion in Imo market

By Grace Ofurum 

T
here was a media report 
about a bomb explosion 
that rocked a market in 

Izombe Oguta LGA Of Imo 
state last Sunday.

The Imo  State Police Com -
mand has come out to deny the 
report stating it’s disappointment 
that a reputable print Media 
could publish such without find-
ing out the true situation.

The police disclosed in a 
statement that “DAILY SUN 
Newspaper of  21ST June, 2022 
captioned “SIT-AT-HOME: 
GUNMEN BOMB IMO MAR-
KET” and online news captioned 
“BOMB EXPLOSION ROCKS 
IMO MARKET,  SCORES IN-
JURED, VEHICLES BURNT” 
written by one Stanley Uzoaru 
a reporter of  Daily Sun Newspa-

per, alleging that “gunmen while 
enforcing sit-at-home order of  
the proscribed Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra  (IPOB) yesterday, 
20/06/2022, BOMBED the 
popular Izombe Central Mar-
ket in Oguta Local Government 
Area of  Imo State;  that they 
earlier warned the traders not to 
come out on Monday’s but they 
ignored them. Irked by their de-
fiance, the gunmen threw bomb 
inside the market and everybody 
started running for safety, they 
poured fuel on two vehicles and 
everywhere went up in flame”. 
It is preposterous and most un-
fortunate that, a notable national 
newsprint will publish a sensitive 
story without ascertaining the 
true facts”. 

In a statement signed by the po-
lice public relations officer CSP. 
Micheal Abattam stated that the 

 ....States the true situation command  is “miffed and view 
this publication as malicious, 
false, misleading and a calculated 
attempt to undermine the already 
improved security situation be-
ing enjoyed in the state and also 
to dampen the confidence the 
Command has achieved with the 
good people of  the state since the 
arrival of  the Commissioner of  
Police, CP Mohammed Ahmed 
Barde, psc (+), few months ago”. 

The police discharged the pub-
lication  but maintained that the 
incident that actually occurred 
on 20/6/2022 in Izombe Central 
Market did not record any bomb 
at the Izombe Central Market on 
20/6/2022, and there was no re-
cord at the disposal of  the Com-
mand that, the traders were in 
anytime warned by members of  
the proscribed Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) or it militia af-
filiate, Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) not to come out on Mon-

days for their business.
“ Moreso, the community has 

always engaged in their market 
business without fear of  molesta-
tion from anybody.  

The police maintained that pre-
liminary investigation conducted 
proved that  “some overzealous 
miscreants came to the Izombe 
Central Market in Oguta LGA 
of  Imo State, on a motorcycle, 
went to a stationed Bus where 
the conductor was canvassing for 
passengers traveling to Owerri 
and set it ablaze in the name of  
enforcing sit-at-home order in the 
Community and left almost im-
mediately after the act. However, 
no life was lost and most of  the 
people have left because it was 
the close of  market”. 

The  police Command con -
siders the publication not only 
“unprofessional but also believes 
it’s at variance with the ethics of  
the profession of  journalism. To 

this end, the Nigeria Police, Imo 
State Command Owerri, Imo 
State, hereby demands a retrac-
tion/or correction of  this offen-
sive news publication in the Dai-
ly Sun newspaper of  20/6/2022, 
within Twenty-four hours of  this 
Rejoinder of  which,  if  this is not 
done, the Command will have no 
choice but to take appropriate le-
gal action against the publisher”. 

The Commissioner of  Police, 
CP Mohammed Ahmed Barde,  
psc(+) futher commends the 
good people of  Imo State for 
their unalloyed support given 
to the Command and enjoined 
them to disregard false news as 
it is capable of  causing palpable 
tension as well as instilling fear 
in Imolites both at home and in 
diaspora, that there is insecurity 
in the State.
 He further warned mischief  
makers and those whose stock 
in trade is to circulate fake news, 
to desist from it, else they will 
be made to face the full wrath of  
the law.
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2023 World Sickle Cell day: Catholic Bishop 
advocates genotype status check before marriage 
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Catholic Bish-
op of  Awka Di-
ocese, His Lord-

ship, Bishop Paulinus 
Ezeokafor, on Sunday, 
during his sermon, in a 
mass to commemorate 
the World Sickle Cell day 
at the Madonna Catholic 
Church, Agulu, in Anoa-
cha Council Area of  the 
state, called on those de-
sirous of  getting married 
to check their genotype 
status and avoid begetting 
children that will suffer 
the consequences of  their 
negligence. 

 Speaking further on 
the feast of  the day, the 
“Solemnity of  the Body 
and Blood of  Christ,” the 
Cleric reminded Catho-
lics about the fruits of  
the communion in their 
lives and urged them to 
remain close to Christ in 
the Eucharist, for their 
spiritual health and abun-
dance of  divine grace. 

The bishop also took 
the opportunity to call on 
every adult who has not 
registered to do so and 
get his PVC as part of  cit-
izens’ civic duties.

Bishop Ezeokafor, fur-
ther advised Nigerians, 
irrespective of  state of  
origin or religion to look 
inwards and consider the 
future of  the country be-
fore casting their votes for 
the new President of  Ni-

geria. 
He said that from his 

knowledge of  Mr. Peter 
Obi, his integrity, pru-
dence, humility, and what 
he did in Anambra state 
in all sectors, that he was 
confident Obi was the 
type of  person Nigeria 
needed at this critical time 
of  her development. 

Mr. Obi, is contesting 
the February 25, 2023 
Presidential election un-
der the Labour Party 
(LP). 

On her part, during the 
event, the Coordinator of  
Association of  Persons 
Living with Sickle Cell 
Disorder (APLSCD), 
Mrs Aisha Maureen Ed-
wards thanked everybody 
that honoured the event. 

She thanked Bishop 
Ezeokafor for remaining 
a true father to them. He 
thanked all those who 
have been of  assistance 
to the association in the 
state.

Aisha particularly 
thanked former Governor 
Peter Obi for his paternal 
care and concern.  In her 
words: “with presently 
16 sickle cell children liv-
ing and educating com-
fortably in the dormitory 
named after HE., Peter 
Obi because of  his benev-
olence in ensuring that 
the orphans are well ac-
commodated.” 

She revealed how the 
last support of  2 Million 
Naira they received from 

Mr.  Peter Obi helped 
them to renovate their ac-
commodation. 

She also thanked the 
Awka Catholic Diocese, 
Ekwulobia Catholic Di-
ocese, Aguata Anglican 
Diocese, Diocese on the 
Niger, Nnewi Teaching 
Hospital, Agulu People’s 
Union; Prof. Chinyere 
Okunna; Fr Cosmas 
Ebebe, Fr. Joel Okechuk-
wu, Johnbosco Onunk-
wo, Sir. Emmanuel Iben-
eme among others for 
their continued support.  

Speaking to reflect the 
theme of  this years’  Sick-
le Cell celebration: “ Har-
nessing Media Strength 
to Promote Effective 
Sickle Cell Awareness”, 
Prof. Chinyere Okunna, 
who with Mr. Valentine 
Obienyem represented  
Mr. Peter Obi at event, 
thanked the bishop for 
his wonderful sermon 
and called on all media to 
propagate the essentials 
of  his message - the need 
for genotype test before 
marriage. 

She thanked Aisha Ed-
wards for her consistency 
and encouraged her to re-
main steadfast.

Prof. Okunna also an-
nounced the further do-
nation of  N200, 000 to 
the association by Mr. Pe-
ter Obi. She called on the 
association to continue to 
remember him (Obi), in 
prayers.

Father’s Sunday: Wicked leaders 
must not be elected in 2023, says 
Anglican Bishop
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Anglican 
Bishop of  Umua-
hia Diocese, Rt 
Rev Geoffrey 

Ibeabuchi has warned 
Nigerians against electing 
bad leaders in 2023 gen-
eral polls, warning that 
doing so would further 
plunge the nation down 
the gully of  hopelessness.

He warned Christians 
against accepting bribe to 
vote for bad leaders.

Bishop Ibeabuchi gave 

the warnings in his mes-
sage to mark this year’s 
Father’s Sunday.

The Bishop who con-
demned the spate of  kill-
ings and destructions of  
properties in Nigeria, 
made it clear the 2023 
polls offers the best oppor-
tunities to install credible 
and responsible leaders in 
Nigeria and vote out cor-
rupt ones.

“In this political dispen-
sation, fathers are encour-
aged to lead their families 
on the right path. Credible 
candidates must be sup-

ported. Vote buying and 
vote selling must not be 
allowed anymore among 
us and in our neighbor-
hood.”

“ Fathers must stand 
their grounds and re-
fuse to be intimidated, 
harassed or bribed into 
making wrong choices 
especially for the sake of  
children’s future”, Bishop 
Ibeabuchi warned.

He continued, “We are 
graduating from one level 
of  wickedness to anoth-
er. The level of  insecurity 
has become extremely un-

bearable. Human beings 
are being slaughtered on 
daily basis, properties are 
destroyed and our govern-
ment seems helpless and 
confused.”

The Anglican Bishop 
bemoaned the kidnap-
ping of  Methodist Prelate, 
Samuel 

Bishop Ezeokafor

Rt. Rev. Ibeabuchi

Apostle Ikedi charges Deacon, 
faithful to obey God’s ordinances

T
he Truth Commission 
Church (T.T.C.C), 
under the Apostolic 

Anointing of  Apostle Cyrus 
Ikedi, on the 22 of  May, 2022 
ordained Comrade Dimgba 
Chris Deacon of  the church.

Preaching at the event, the 
man of  God quoted and read 
1st Timothy chapter 3 verses 
8-13, the duties and qualities 
of  a deacon ‘’likewise dea-
cons must be reverent, not 
double-tongued, not given to 
too much wine, not greedy 
for money, holding the mys-
tery of  the faith with a pure 
conscience. 

But let these also be first 
tested, then let them serve as 
deacons, being found blame-
less. Likewise their wives 
must be reverent, not slan-
derers, temperate, faithful 
in all things. Let deacons be 
husbands of  one wife, ruling 

their children and homes well.
For those who have served 

well as deacons obtain for 
themselves a good standing 
and great boldness in the 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
Apostle Cyrus Ikedi prayed 
that deacon Dimgba Chris will 
look unto God for strength 
and courage in the discharge 
of  his duties as a deacon. 
Further in his sermon at the 
ordination event, Apostle 
Cyrus Ikedi enjoined mem-
bers of  the Truth Commission 
Church and friends of  the 
deacon who attended the or-
dination to always obey God’s 
ordinances in order to attract 
favour from God our creator.

The man of  God frowned 
at Christians who try to serve 
God by their own denomina-
tional doctrines. He quoted 
Jesus as saying whatever you 
see me do, do likewise.
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News

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Obingwu Non-Indi-
genes Association (ONIA), 
in Asa North of  Ukwa 

West Local Government Area of  
Abia State has pleaded with Dr 
Okezie Ikpeazu, the state Gover-
nor to assist them in fastening the 
development of  the community 
through the restoration of  elec-
tricity in the area. 

News Echo reports that Obing-
wu is one of  the fastest devel-
oping suburbs along the Urat-
ta-Umuozuo road that links both 
Osisioma-Ngwa and Ukwa West 
LGA, but is currently suffering 
from lack of  electricity which 
many residents have described as 
a developmental problem. 

News Echo also gathered that 
Obingwu due to its proximity to 
Aba and the Ariaria International 
Market is currently attracting the 
attention of  the estate developers 
and businessmen as Aba contin-
ues to expand to nearby Local 
Government Areas of  Osisioma, 
Ugwunagbo and Ukwa West. 

The non-indigenes said most 
of  them have taken the commu-
nity as their home, after investing 
heavily in landed properties, but 
their major problem is the lack 
of  electricity the community has 
experienced for some time now, 
which is discouraging others from 
coming to Invest in the area. 

A security expert, Anthony 
Anekwe who is also the President 
General of  ONIA said that they 
have been trying their best togeth-

Settlers in Abia suburb beg Ikpeazu for
electricity restoration 

er with the indigenes to ensure 
that the problem of  electricity is 
solved in the suburb. 

Anekwe, however, added that 
after estimating the electricity 
project, they discovered that it is 
not something they can handle as 
individuals without the govern-
ment’s assistance. 

He said the amount of  money 
involved in the project pushed 
them to seek government assis-
tance through the member repre-
senting Ukwa West State Constit-
uency in the Abia State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Godwin Adiele. 

“The light that came into Ob-
ingwu came through far away 
Ngwaihiekwe axis. Our problem 
is that whenever the light is af-
fected from that side may be elec-
tricity poll had an issue, it’ll place 
all of  us into total blackout. This 
problem has persisted and it’s af-
fecting our investments. 

“We’re planning to reconnect 
the community through the High 
Tension at Umugo, which is very 
closer to us here rather than Ng-
waihiekwe which has been the 
source of  our problems. We need 
assistance from the government. 
We beg them to help us and this 
place better for all,” he said.   

Dr .Chukwuemeka Sunday, an-
other non-indigene and investor 
in Obingwu said that lack of  elec-
tricity has been the major prob-
lem limiting the development of  
the suburb and increasing the in-
vestment in the area. 

“I’m tired of  buying fuel. My 
electronics at home are wasting. 
We are already planning on how 

Prof. Ibe receiving his APGA candidacy Certi�cate of Return in Umuahia, Abia State.

T
he Governorship Standard 
Bearer of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 

Prof. Gregory Ibe on Monday, re-
ceived his Certificate of  Return, 
an event that has concretized his 
emergence APGA Governorship 
candidate.

Among others who received their 
Certificate of  Return are Nwankwo 
Ebere for Umunneochi State Con-
stituency, Mbaonu Ngozi Daniel 
for Obingwa East State Constituen-
cy, Nwosu Chibuike for Obingwa 
West State Constituency and Oko-
rie Uchechukwu for ABA Central.

 The event may have brought to 
an end the struggle over who the 
right Candidate of  the party is. It is 
also expected that the party need to 
put it’s house in order if  it wishes to 
wrestle power from the ruling Peo-
ples Democratic Party in the state. 

The renowned Industrialist and 
Chancellor of  Gregory University 
Uturu, Prof. Ibe, emerged the gov-
ernorship candidate of  the All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance, APGA, 
on May 29, 2022 for the 2023 poll 
in Abia. 

The Professor of  Entrepreneur 
secured 283 out of  the 482 total 

votes cast at the primaries held Sun-
day at Kolping Society Umuahia. 
Etigwe Uwa, SAN came second 
with 148 votes while Gen. Ijioma 
N Ijioma (retd), came third with 36 
votes. 

Chief  Chikwe Udensi came last 
with only 12 votes while three votes 
were voided. The Chairman of  
the Electoral Committee and Re-
turning Officer, Echezona Etiaba 
announced Ibe the winner of  the 
contest. 

In his acceptance speech, Ibe 
thanked the delegates and his 
co-contestants for their peaceful 
conduct and comportment.

He described his emergence as 
the beginning of  Abia liberation 
movement Professor Ibe particular-
ly thanked his co-contestants who 
he described as his personal friends, 
promising to carry them along 
while soliciting their support for 
total victory in 2023. Professor Ibe 
promised to rebuild Abia and make 
it a model state in the country, add-
ing that he will collaborate with the 
Anambra State Governor, Profes-
sor Chukwuma Soludo to rebuild 
Ala Igbo. He gave quit notice to the 
ruling Peoples Democratic Party, 

PDP, and the main opposition All 
Progressive Congress, APC, accus-
ing them of  responsibility for the 
misgovernance in the state. 

“ In 2023, there will be no APC, 
no PDP in the state”, Ibe vowed, 
saying that APGA will take over 
Abia in 2023. Meanwhile, Etigwe 
Uwa had a handshake with Profes-
sor Ibe, Gen. 

Ijioma said he would not accept 
the result of  the primaries, arguing 
that there is no way he could have 
secured only 36 vote. The exercise 
was generally peaceful and wit-
nessed by representatives of  the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC; and security 
agencies. 

However, Udensi who was at the 
venue of  the primaries stormed out 
before the commencement of  vot-
ing. There were also social media 
reports midway into the exercise 
that Udensi had emerged winner, 
but the Chairman of  the Electoral 
Committee, Etiaba had earlier in an 
interview with Vanguard, dismissed 
it as fake and misleading. He said 
there was no way anybody could 
declare himself  the winner of  an ex-
ercise that was on-going.

to correct the situation but we 
need the support of  the govern-
ment so that we all can join to-
gether and develop this place.

 “If  we all join to develop here, 
it’ll benefit both indigenes, settlers 
and government. We need serious 
help. We’ve been begging but no 
government has listened to our 
cry. Please, let them come to our 
aide,” he said. 

The member representing 
Ukwa West State Constituency in 
the Abia State House of  Assem-
bly, Hon. Godwin Adiele said 
that the project that ONIA is ask-
ing for has been approved by the 
state government.  

Adiele, represented by Chief  

Ikechi Eyinna, an indigene of  the 
suburb during a meeting at ONIA 
Assembly Hall, said that the Gov-
ernor has already approved N30 
million for the electricity project 
and will ensure that whatever any 
group both indigenes and non-in-
digenes spent will be refunded.

 “Obingwu is peaceful as we 
cooperate seriously with settlers 
who are trying seriously to de-

velop this place. We thank them 
for their support. The money has 
been approved and we’re only 
waiting for the release and all will 
be well.

“I know they’re trying to sup-
port us to ensure the project 
works and we the indigenous 
people are working hard as well. I 
don’t think there’s anything that’ll 
stop this project,” he said.

President Buhari sends ministerial 
list to Senate for screening

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

P
resident Muhammadu Buhari 
has written to the Senate seek-
ing the confirmation of  seven 

ministerial nominees.
The nominees are: Henry Ike-

chukwu – Abia State, Umana Okon 
Umana – Akwa-Ibom State; Ekuma 
Joseph – Ebonyi State; Goodluck 
Nana Opiah – Imo State; Umar 
Ibrahim Yakub – Kano State; Ade-

mola Adewole Adegorioye – Ondo 
State; Odo Udi – Rivers State.

The Senate has, however, not fixed 
a date yet for the screening exercise.

Meanwhile, the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) has nominated 
Senator Philip Aduda as the new 
minority leader to fill the vacant seat 
created by Senator Enyinnaya Abar-
iba’s defection.

Also, the party nominated Sena-
tor Chukwuka Utazi as the new sen-
ate minority whip.

Henry Ikechukwu – Abia State, Goodluck Nana Opiah – 
Imo State, Ekuma Joseph – Ebonyi State, Odo Udi – Rivers 
State, others make list

Imo APC, PDP defects to LP, hoping to ride
on Peter Obi’s popularity will fail - Onwukwe

D
efectors from the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 
and the All Progressives 

Congress, APC, to the Labour party, 
LP, in Imo State, hoping to ride on 
the popularity of  former Governor 
of  Anambra State, Peter Obi, to win 
the 2023 elections, will fail.

Obi is the Presidential candidate 
of  the LP, whose popularity is on 
the rise after the APC and the PDP 
conceded its presidential tickets to 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu and Atiku 
Abubakar, respectively.

Speaking to select online media 
practitioners in Owerri, a former 
Councillor in Onuimo LGA, Hon 
Chidi Onwukwe, said gone are the 
days, the Imo electorate vote blindly, 

stating that those who defected to 
Labour party, after losing primaries 
in the APC and PDP are political 
opportunists who want to get victo-
ry at the general elections through 
Peter Obi’s popularity. “It is strange 
how those who could not win pri-
mary elections in their parties, 
would want to take advantage of  the 
popularity of  another candidate to 
win in the general elections. “The 
Imo electorate are wiser now. They 
cannot be fooled again. All that hap-
pened in the past. “Gone are those 
days, when we had blind or what I 
call bandwagon voting, where every 
Dick, Tom and Harry took advan-
tage of  the popularity of  a particular 
candidate to ride to victory during 
elections.
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Two Okada riders in police net for killing 
woman, stealing baby
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Police Com-
mand has paraded 
two suspects, Chima-

obi Anyim Kalu (25) and Da-
vid Ogwo Orji (21) for alleg-
edly murdering a 21-year-old 
young woman, Chimhurum-
nanya Udeh. 

The Police Commissioner, 
Janet Agbade who briefed 
newsmen in her office before 
the parade, said that the crime 
was committed on April 15, 
2022 at Merry Home Hotels, 
Ogbor Hill Aba. 

The CP said that Chimaobi 
Anyim Kalu lived at No.44 
Nwogu street, Ngwa road, 
Aba while the second sus-
pect, David Ogwo Orji lived 
at Umukama roundabout, 
also at Ngwa road, adding 
that the suspects lured their 
victim to the Hotel where 
they killed her and took away 

her 11-month-old baby. 
According the CP, “On 

April 16, 2022 at about 
0010hrs, one Felix Aben-
gowe, the proprietor of  Merry 
Home Hotels Ogbor Hill Aba 
reported that an unidentified 
female corpse with a sharp 
cut on her neck region was 
found in one of  his hotel 
rooms. 

Police detectives on arriv-
al at the scene, were further 
informed that the suspects 
escaped with the deceased’s 
baby boy after killing her.” 
“Investigations revealed that 
the victim Chimhurumnanya 
Udeh, female, aged 21 years, 
a native of  Edda in Ebonyi 
State, resident at No.125 
Umunkama road by St Dom-
inic Ngwa road, Aba.” 

Agbede went on, “Also, the 
name of  the victim’s stolen 
baby is Chimeremobioma Sil-
ver, aged about 11 months.”

 She further explained that 

between 15 and 16 May, 
2022, upon information, the 
above suspects were arrested 
in connection with the case, 
noting that it was discovered 
that both of  them are mo-
torcyclists from Ugwueke in 
Bende LGA of  Abia State. 

“Their confessional state-
ments revealed that the sus-
pects administered drug 
which according to them, is a 
mixture of  Yoghurt and Piri-
ton tablets on their victim be-
fore stabbing her with a bro-
ken glass cup on her neck and 
she died instantly.

“They also made away with 
her eleven (11) months old 

baby boy whom they claimed 
was sold for the sum of  one 
hundred and fifty thousand 
naira (150,000) only, which 
was shared equally among 
them.” CP Agbede assured 
that effort has been intensi-
fied to arrest of  the fleeing 
suspects and recover the little 
Chimereobioma Silver pur-
portedly sold.

Exhibits recovered from the 
scene of  the crime included 
broken glass cup, black ma-
terial socked with oil paint 
and CCTV footage in a flash 
drive. The Commissioner of  
Police used the opportunity 
to reiterate that security con-

sciousness should be a priori-
ty everywhere which includes 
hotels, schools, churches, res-
idential areas business prem-
ises, recreation centres and 
when on transit. 

Speaking to newsmen after 
their parade, the two suspects 
claimed that they stabbed 
their victims dead after luring 
her to the hotel.

One of  the suspects, Da-
vid Ogwo Orji claimed that 
he was forced by Chimaobi 
Anyim Kalu to stab the vic-
tim dead while Chimaobi 
Anyim Kalu escaped with the 
little baby. David Ogwo Orji 
also claimed that the stolen 

baby was delivered to one 
Chukwuemeka   James who 
in turn, sold the baby to a fe-
male buyer at N150, 000. 

The N150, 000, accord-
ing to David Ogwo Orji was 
shared equally among them. 
They begged for forgiveness 
from the family of  the late 
woman and the general pub-
lic. 

Meanwhile, the parents to 
the late Chimhurumnanya 
Udeh, Mr John Udeh and 
Mrs Veronica Udeh who 
broke into tears at Abia State 
Police headquarters, de-
manded justice for their slain 
daughter.

Abia: Man found unconscious after spending 4 
nights with lady’s corpse 

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

B
izarre incident oc-
curred at no 7 Fac-
tory Road Aba at the 

weekend, when the corpse 
of  a missing lady and a man 
declared missing, was found 
unconscious in an office lo-
cated in the aforementioned 
address.

The man whose name is 
yet to be known who owns 
an office at No 7 Factory 
Road, off  Eziukwu Bus 
Stop, Aba is currently lying 
unconscious in a hospital 
after spending four days 
with the corpse of  a lady, 
police said.

News Echo gathered from 
sources that the dead lady 
visited the man’s office on 
Wednesday last week and 
since then, both the lady 
and the man have not been 
seen until the stench com-
ing from her dead body at-
tracted neighbours. 

It was also gathered that 
the family of  the uncon-

scious man who have been 
looking for him made some 
reports to security agen-
cies, declaring him missing 
without checking his office 
which was locked.

At weekend, precisely 
on Saturday, the offensive 
smell attracted neighbours 
who broke into the office (a 
four-storey building) only to 
discover the lady’s corpse 
and the man right inside the 
office unconscious.

News Echo learnt that 
while a vehicle was invit-
ed to take the corpse to the 
mortuary, the man who was 
said to be unconscious was 
taken to a hospital for prop-
er medication while an in-
vestigation in to the incident 
is ongoing. 

Eyewitnesses and sources 
within the area told News 
Echo that both families have 
made several given some in-
formation on the situation 
while many other sources 
are alleging that the man 
was having an extra-marital 

affair with the deceased.
When our correspondent 

contacted the Abia State 
Police Command to know 
what police have done so 
far about the victims, cause 
of  death and their identity, 
but the Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO), Geof-
frey Ogbonna said that the 
station in charge of  the case 
is yet to identify the victims.

He however confirmed 
the incident and said that 
the man in question is 
still unconscious, with the 
deceased already in the 
morgue and an investiga-
tion ongoing to unravel 
what actually happened. 

On returning to the scene 
of  the incident, some con-
cerned residents expressed 
their displeasure that since 
Saturday, the police is not 
able to tell the people what 
really happened to the lady 
and her identity.

Kingsley Ngeonadi, a 
businessman in the area 
said, “I don’t understand 

what police means that 
they’re yet to identify the 
man and the lady. 

“A few hours after the la-
dy’s corpse was discovered, 
some of  her family members 
came around and identified 
her just that they’re not here 
today, Monday 20th June 
2022. 

“The man’s family was 
also here. Even if  police 
cannot check his phone, 
they should look at his iden-
tity card, and driver’s license 
and even come back to the 
office and he’ll be identified. 

“It’s strange for someone 
to stay with a corpse inside 
an office from Wednesday 
to Saturday and remain the 
same. Are they telling me 
that since Saturday he’s still 
unconscious and nobody 
has come for him? Our peo-
ple need to know who he is. 

“The man is into one 
agency business. He is not 
just anybody, he’s living 
comfortably and as I learnt, 
he has a wife and drive good 
cars. We need to know what 
happened and the police 
should tell us.”

…Residents suspect ritual, others allege overdose sex 

ANCSDA launches additional 
5 communities for community 
development plan project

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Community and So-
cial Development 

Agency (ANCSDA) has un-
dertaken a project launch for 
five (5) additional Communi-
ties comprising Ifite-Ogwari 
(Ayamelum LGA), Ndioko-
lo (Orumba North LGA), 
Urum (Awka North LGA) 
and Oroma-Etiti (Anambra 
West LGA).

News Echo reports that 
the event took place during 
a 2-day Training for Com-
munity Project Management 
Committees (CPMCs) held 
at IDK the Learning Center 
on Thursday June 16, and 
June 17.

The event commenced 
with the Training of  Com-
munity Project Management 
Committees (CPMCs) of  the 
five beneficiary Communi-
ties on Day one, climaxed on 
the Day two with the Project 
Launch of  the Community 
Project Plans (CDPs) for the 
five beneficiary communi-
ties.  

Speaking, Managing Di-
rector of  ANSCDA, Chudi 
Mojekwu implored the train-
ees to ensure that effective 
coordination, planning and 
execution of  projects are car-
ried out. 

He equally urged the ben-
eficiaries from the five com-
munities to use the funds 
judiciously and efficiently to 
deliver the desired project re-

sults.
Vote of  thanks was deliv-

ered on-behalf  of  the benefi-
ciaries by the CPMC Chair-
man Ifite-Ogwari community 
Ayamelum LGA, Mr Ben 
Chukwu, who thanked the 
State Government, the Min-
istry of  Economic Planning 
Budget and Development 
Partners, and the Agency for 
the Project interventions in 
their various communities to 
assist them out of  pandemic 
effect of  COVID-19 and em-
power the poor and vulnera-
ble in their communities. 

Dignitaories at event were, 
the Honourable Commis-
sioner(HC) Economic Plan-
ning, Budget, and Develop-
ment Partners (MEDP), Mrs 
Chiamaka Nnake, represent-
ing the Governor of  Anam-
bra state, Prof. Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo, the Head, 
State CARES Coordinating 
Unit (SCCU), Mrs Ogochuk-
wu Orji represented by Mr 
Nonso Okoye, Traditional 
Rulers and President Gen-
erals of  the 5 beneficiary 
communities, and members 
of  the Mgt team and other 
staff  of  ANCSDA led by the 
General Manager, Mr Chudi 
Mojekwu, at the event. 

The highpoint of  the Pro-
ject Launch event was the 
presentation of  1st tranche 
Cheques (50% of  Project 
Contribution) to the benefi-
ciaries from the 5 additional 
Communities under AN-
CARES Programme by the 
HC, Mrs Chiamaka Nnake.

... Offers 1st tranche of  cheques to beneficiaries
under AN-CARES Programme

The GM ANCSDA Mr Chudi Mojekwu, delivering his opening remarks at the ANCSDA Project Launch event in Awka.
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Reps step down bill to override Buhari 
on Electoral Act Amendment
A 

bill to override Pres-
ident Muhammadu 
Buhari over his delay 

in signing the amendment to 
the Electoral Act 2022, has 
been stepped down at the 
House of  Representatives.

The bill was stepped down 
on Tuesday after the Deputy 
Speaker faulted it, stating that 
any move to override requires 
2/3rd of  members.

He advised the sponsor of  
the motion – Ben Igbakpa 
to step it down as it violates 
procedure for overriding the 
President.

It’s been over 30 days since 
the Minority Caucus in the 
House of  Representatives 
had asked President Muham-
madu Buhari to sign the one-
item amendment to the Elec-
toral Act 2022.

But the President has yet to 
sign it or communicate a de-
cision to the National Assem-
bly about the bill.

Displeased by the inaction, 
some reps members relied on 
section 58 (5) which gives the 
National Assembly the power 
to override the President if  he 
withholds assent.

Below are details of the 
motion:

Need to Invoke Section 
58(5) of  the Constitution of  
the Federal Republic of  Ni-
geria, 1999 to Pass Again the 
Electoral Act, 2022: Hon. 
Ben Rollands Igbakpa

The House: Notes that by 
virtue of  section 58(1) of  the 
Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria, 1999, 
Laws shall be exercised by 
Bills passed by both the Sen-

Applicants at the IDK centre Awka during the teacher's recruitment exercise in Anambra.

ate and the House of  Repre-
sentatives and, except as oth-
erwise provided by Section 
58 (5) of  the Constitution, 
assented to by the President;

Aware that on Thursday, 
12 May, 2022 the Nation-
al Assembly transmitted to 
the President for assent, the 
Bill for an Act to Amend the 
Electoral Act, 2022 which 
amended Section 84(8) of  the 
Electoral Act, 2022 to allow 
Statutory Delegates to partic-
ipate in Political Parties Con-
gresses and conventions;

Also aware that by virtue of  
the provision of  Section 58(4) 
the President has 30 days to 
assent to the aforementioned 
Electoral Amendment Act, 
2022 or formally communi-
cate to the National Assem-

bly his decision to decline 
assent; Concerned that the 
time frame for the President 
to assent or decline assent to 
the Bill has elapsed since 11 
June, 2022;

Also concerned that the ac-
tions or inactions of  the Pres-
ident to perform his consti-
tutional duty is an affront to 
Section 4 of  the Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, 1999 which empow-
ers the National Assembly 
to make laws for the peace, 
order and good government 
of  the Federation or any part 
thereof;

Conscious that Section 58 
of  the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
1999 empowers the Nation-
al Assembly to override the 

President when he vetoes 
a Bill or fails, refuses and/
or neglects to act thereto, 
through a two-third majority 
vote;

Worried that the continued 
inaction of  the President in 
either assenting or vetoing the 
Bill has left a lacuna in Nige-
ria’s constitutional democra-
cy which portends danger to 
the 2023 electoral process and 
other subsequent staggered 
elections of  some states thus, 
leaving the Congress of  Po-
litical Parties in the hands of  
Ad-hoc delegates to the detri-
ment of  statutory delegates;

Convinced that a prompt 
action by the Honourable 
House to cure the patent con-
stitutional lacuna is impera-
tive by invoking Section 58 

(5) of  the constitution which 
states that where the Presi-
dent withholds his assent and 
the bill is again passed by each 
House by two-thirds majority, 
the Bill shall become law and 
the assent of  the President 
shall not be required;

Resolves to: (i) Invoke Sec-
tion 58(5) of  the Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) 
with respect to the Bill for an 
Act to Amend the Electoral 
Act, 2022 i.e Amendment 
of  Section 84(8) thereof  to 
allow Statutory delegates to 
participate in Political Parties 
Congress and convention; (ii) 
Communicate the position of  
the House of  Representatives 
to the Senate for concurrence.

NYSC inaugurates 1,790 corps 
members in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he National Youth 
Service Corps 
(NYSC), Tuesday, de-

ployed a total of  1790 corps 
members for 2022 Batch B, 
stream one exercise in An-
ambra State.

The State Coordinator of  
NYSC, Mrs Blessing Ekene 
Iruma, who disclosed this 
during the swearing in ex-
ercise, held at the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe NYSC permanent 
orientation camp at Mbauk-
wu/Umuawulu, Awka 
South Local Government 
Area, explained that 1029 
of  them were females while 
761 were males.

According to Iruma, the 
corps members were tested 
and confirmed for the exer-
cise, kitted and accommo-
dated in line with the COV-
ID-19 pandemic protocol 

and currently adjusting to 
the camp life.

She further explained that 
the camp was secured for 
corps members and urged 
them to translate their tal-
ents and skills into practical 
terms as “This is the time 
for you to endeavour to give 
accurate accounts of  your-

selves and background. We 
do hope you will sustain the 
tempo.”

The NYSC coordinator 
further appealed to Gov-
ernor Chukwuma Soludo 
to find ways of  addressing 
their erosion menace chal-
lenges as it has become a 
threat to them.

“While we commend 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do for his continuous father-
ly support to the scheme in 

the state, I want to remind 
him of  the need to address 
the menace caused by ero-
sion inside the orientation 
camp. A causal look around 
the camp reveals different 
portions already ravaged 
by the erosion and if  not 
checked early, it might 
threaten the existing struc-
tures and destroy the beauty 
of  this camp that has attract-
ed the admiration of  all,” 
she noted.

Godson Nwosu,
 Port Harcourt.

A 
Niger based Human 
Right Activist Annkio 
Briggs believes that the 

failure of  President Moham-
medu Buhari’s government 
to implement the recommen-
dation from the last Constitu-
tional conference report has 
kept the country divided. 

Briggs in an interview with 
journalists on Monday main-

tained that if  Nigeria must 
remain United, the country 
must be restructured. 

She said the President 
Goodluck Jonathan’s admin-
istration organised confab 
report includes restructuring 
of  the country, wondering 
why the Buhari government 
decides to jettison the report. 
Briggs further added that the 
report will enable the region 
benefits more from their re-
sources. The environmental 

Activist also complained of  
how the country is been in-
vaded by foreigner who are 
being supported by some Ni-
gerians whom she claimed are 
responsible for the killing of  
individuals especially Chris-
tians.

 Speaking about the ongo-
ing clean up in Ogoni area, the 
environmentalist, described 
what is happening in Ogoni as 
falsehood and not a clean up 
as contain in UNEP reports.

Nigeria must implement last confab report - Ankio Briggs

Okija community invokes 
15 deities to fight gunmen 
activities in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha  

I
n view of  the current secu-
rity situation in Anambra, 
Okija Community in Ihi-

ala Local Government Area 
of  the state has invoked all 
the deities in the community 
for protection of  the citizens 
as well as spiritually warfare 
against activities of  gunmen 
and other people master-
minding or perpetrating dif-
ferent kinds of  crimes in the 
community and the state in 
general.

In a video footage, the vil-
lagers trooped out en masse 
to perform a ritual to that 
effect, during which they 
also laid curses on anybody 
or any group that would at-
tempt to perpetrate or indulge 
in any crime in the commu-
nity henceforth, be it killings, 
kidnapping or other related 
crimes.

Armed with about fifteen 
deities, including Ogwugwu 
Okija, Ulasi and other deities 
in the community, the peo-
ple were led in the spiritual 
cleansing and invocation ritu-
al by the Spiritual Head of  
Ezi-Odinamma Okija, Chief  
Priest, Ozo Calistus Ahize 
(Onatara Dike Nma), who 
was accompanied by other 
traditionalists and Ezenwaa-
ny-----s in the community.

Speaking on the signifi-
cance of  the ritual, the Chief  
Priest, ------- Ahize revealed 
that the community had been 
fighting insecurity since, and 
noted that Okija land has 
never been comfortable for 
Gunmen and other perpetra-
tors of  related crimes, whom, 
he said, are not from the 
community. He also assured 
that more spiritual war and 
their deities’ wrath are com-
ing down upon such people, 

irrespective of  their nativi-
ties. He said: “All the deities 
in Okija, about 15 of  them, 
led by Ulasi and the Ogwug-
wu-Akpu, Ogwugwu-Isiula, 
Ogwugwu-Abogu, Ogwug-
wu-Miri, and the rest, have 
been invoked to fight against 
kidnapping and ritual killings 
by the  gunmen disturbing the 
peace of  the state. “We have 
been fighting them and they 
know that Okija has never 
been comfortable for them, 
and these people are not from 
Okija; they came to our com-
munity to cause trouble and 
we have given them a good 
run for their money. Some 
of  them who claim that they 
are real native doctors have 
run away and there are some 
that felt that nothing would 
happen.

But, today, they have be-
come history because the 
deities have carried the war 
to them, and more heads 
would certainly roll in Okija 
even if  there are natives from 
our town who are involved 
in this act of  criminality.” It 
would be recalled that some 
suspected native doctors al-
legedly working with gunmen 
fled the Okija Community to 
evade the wrath of  the deities.

Reports have it that a re-
cent gun duel between gun-
men and the operatives of  the 
Anambra State Joint Security 
Task Force at Ihiala town, in 
which some of  the gunmen 
were killed and arrested, 
made some of  their native 
doctors relocate to Okija, 
which is a neighbouring 
community to Ihiala, where 
they also continued perpe-
trating their evil acts, hence 
the community’s resolve to 
invoke their deities to engage 
them and their accomplices 
in spiritual war.

...Tasks Soludo on erosion menace 
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News

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) on 
Tuesday warned pol-

iticians to stop linking them 
to the incessant criminal ac-
tivities in the Old Eastern Re-
gion. 

IPOB said that it is info 
that they have been linked 
to the incessant abductions, 
killings and humiliation of  all 
manner of  criminalities in the 
Eastern region for quite some 
time now. Comrade Emma 
Powerful, IPOB spokesman 
said that the government in 
the country and her com-
promised security agencies 
against the innocent citizens 
with politicians are doing 
their best to demonize the 
Pro-Biafra group. 

“IPOB reminds politicians 
that the time has come for 
them to turn a new leaf, de-
sist from making themselves 
available to the enemies of  
our people to use as tools of  
destabilising the Eastern Re-
gion and cause anarchy in 
our land or be ready to face 
the consequences that will 
follow these men of  perdition 
must stop linking IPOB with 
their evil actions because we 
are not morally bankrupt as 
they the political harlots they 
are,” he said. 

Powerful said that IPOB 
is a very disciplined, very fo-
cused freedom movement 
which has no business with 
political criminals and does 
not have any business with 
criminality nor does it engage 
in any form of  criminality. 

“If  we engage in crime, we 
will be delaying the coming 
of  an Independent Biafran 
Nation and we certainly have 

IPOB to politicians: Stop linking us
with criminal activities in S/East

no intention or desire to delay 
the freedom and liberty of  
the Biafran people.  “IPOB 
has no plans neither are we 
complicit in the political kill-
ings, kidnapping of  religious 
leaders and business people 
going on in our territory but 
these evil politicians working 
for the Nigerian government 
are behind and sponsoring all 
criminalities going on and we 
must be held accountable. 

“We cannot be involved in 
killing people we labour for, 
spend our resources and our 
lives to protect unlike the Fu-
lanized stooges (politicians) 
in our land.  

“The Nigeria Police, Army 
and DSS agents deployed in 
our land from Abuja are the 
key actors in the kidnapping 
and unlawful and unprovoked 
killings going on in Anambra, 
Abia, Imo Ebonyi and Enugu 
states,” Powerful alleged. 

He said that IPOB is aware 
of  the criminals some un-
scrupulous persons created to 
demonise IPOB and Eastern 
Security Network (ESN) and 
is also aware of  the plans to 
murder politicians and busi-
nessmen and women and 
blame it on IPOB. 

“We are therefore remind-
ing these political jobbers in 
our land to stop sponsoring 
political thugs against their 
opponents and thinking they 
will demonise and bring 
IPOB down. It’s not possible 
for them. “IPOB members 
are not politicians and we 
don’t believe in the selection 
process Nigeria and its Gov-
ernment call election. No-
body should link IPOB with 
the massacre and killings and 
kidnappings going on in the 
Eastern Region. 

“We have published names 

Crowd of people gathered at the scene where the lady’s corpse was found at Factory road,  Aba.

of  some of  those politicians 
and their thugs responsible for 
these criminalities happening 
now in the region as well as 
the Nigerian Army harbour-
ing in their Barracks Fulani 
terrorists masquerading as 
herdsmen to attack our land 
and kidnap for ransom.

“IPOB can not engage in 
such cowardly act, it is abom-
inable, we are not politicians 
nor do we have rival oppo-
nents in our fight to Liberate 
our land and people in it, we 
concern and occupy ourselves 
with freedom and security of  
Biafrans and therefore can-
not afford to kill those we are 
fighting for their freedom. 

“IPOB is hereby alerting 
our people to be careful with 
whom they do things because 

there is danger ahead which 
is the result of   our politicians 
having sold out their people 
for a pot of  porridge.” 

He said that anybody link-
ing IPOB with the criminal 
acts happening in the East-
ern region will have IPOB to 
contend with, as IPOB would 
not allow anyone to drag our 
hard-earned International 
standing and reputations into 
the mud.  “If  we are terrorists 
the European Union (EU) 

cannot afford to allow IPOB 
to demonstrate in their head-
quarters in Brussels Belgium. 
Therefore, anybody or media 
who report IPOB as a terror 
group or proscribed group 
should purely examine them-
selves in the psychiatrist cen-
tre. 

“We are not interested in 
the selection process called 
Nigeria election, yet we can-
not afford to allow anyone or 
group behind the killings and 

kidnap in our land to contin-
ue.  “Politicians in the East-
ern region must desist from 
evil acts such as using thugs 
to attack their perceived po-
litical stumbling block with 
the evil intention that IPOB 
would be blamed without in-
vestigation.  

“Whosoever allows him-
self/herself  as willing tools 
in the hands of  politicians 
would regret such action 
soon.”

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission, INEC, has 

said presidential candidates 
of  political parties can only 
change their running mates, 
if  the latter officially write 
the electoral body, with an 
affidavit. 

INEC’s National Com-
missioner of  Information 
and Voter Education, Fes-
tus Okoye, made the clar-
ification on Monday. He 
said “The law says that as a 
presidential candidate, you 

must nominate an associate 
to run with you and as far 
as the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission is 
concerned, the presidential 
candidates have submitted 
their associates to run with 
them in the presidential elec-
tion.

“As far as we are con-
cerned, there’s no form 
submitted by the presiden-
tial candidate where they 
said ‘we’re submitting this 
person’s name as a place or 
space holder’. 

INEC: How presidential candidates 
can substitute running mates

“The issue of  space or 
place holder is a unique Ni-
gerian invention that has no 
place in our constitutional 
and legal framework.

 “For there to be a substi-
tution of  the candidate, the 
Vice presidential candidate 
must write to INEC, with 
an affidavit stating that he is 
withdrawing from the race 
within the time frame pro-
vided by the law. 

That’s the only way there 
can be a substitution of  can-
didates.

J
ustice Mobolaji Olajuwon 
of  the Federal High Court 
in Abuja on Monday 

stopped the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) from ending the voter 
registration on 30 June 2022.

Justice Olajueom granted 
an order of  interim injunction 
following the hearing of  an 
argument on motion exparte 
by Socio-Economic Rights 
and Accountability Project 
(SERAP).

SERAP and 185 other con-
cerned Nigerians had earli-
er this month filed a lawsuit 
against INEC asking the court 
to “declare unconstitutional, 
illegal, and incompatible with 
international standards the 
failure of  the electoral body to 
extend the deadline for voter 
registration to allow eligible 
Nigerians to exercise their 

rights”.
In the suit, SERAP had 

asked the court for “an order 
restraining INEC, its agents, 
privies, assigns, or any other 
person(s) claiming through it 
from discontinuing the con-
tinuous voters’ registration 
exercise from the 30th June 
2022 or any other date pend-
ing the hearing and determi-
nation of  the motion on no-
tice”.

The suit is adjourned to 
29th June 2022 for the hear-
ing of  the Motion on Notice 
for interlocutory injunction.

The suit followed the deci-
sion by INEC to extend the 
deadline for the conduct of  
primaries by political parties 
by six days, from June 3 to 
June 9. But the commission 
failed to also extend the on-
line pre-registration which 

ended May 30 2022 and the 
Continuous Voter Registra-
tion (CVR) ending 30 June 
2022.

In the suit number FH-
C/L/CS/1034/2022 filed 
at the Federal High Court, 
Lagos, and transferred to 
Abuja, SERAP is asking the 
court to determine “whether 
the failure of  INEC to extend 
the deadline for voter registra-
tion is not a violation of  Ni-
gerian Constitution, 1999 [as 
amended], the Electoral Act, 
and international standards”.

SERAP is asking the court 
for “a declaration that the 
failure of  INEC to extend the 
deadline for voter registration 
is a violation of  eligible Ni-
gerians’ rights to participate 
freely in their own govern-
ment, equality, and equal pro-
tection”.

H
undreds of  resident 
in Enugu, have pro-
tested vehemently 

over frustration being expe-
rienced in registration for 
the Permanent Voters Card 
(PVC).

The protesters marched 
on the road and accused the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
of  deliberately frustrating 

them from registering for 
the PVC.

As they marched on the 
road, they were chanting, 
‘PVC is our right’ ‘PVC is 
our right.’

The protesters marched to 
INEC’s office in Enugu and 
demanded that they needed 
enough machines for the 
registration as getting PVC 
was their right.

Protest rocks Enugu over PVC registration 
frustration

The protesters are insist-
ing that more machines 
should be provided for Ok-
para Square, Enugu State, 
where the crowd was huge.

They lamented that INEC 
deployed only one machine 
to service over 2,000 youths 
who left work and all and 
waited over eight hours dai-
ly to get their PVC’s.



h e  K o g i  S t a t e TCommand of  the 
National Drug Law 

E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NDLEA) has arrested 149 
suspects with a total of  
2,699kg of  assorted hard 
drugs between January and 
June this year.

T h e  K o g i  S t a t e 
C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e 
NDLEA, Mr Abdulkadir 

h e  A b u j a  Z o n a l TCommand of  the 
E c o n o m i c  a n d 

F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission, EFCC, on 
Tuesday, arraigned one 
Kayode Raphael Odeyemi, a 
62-year-old retired Deputy 
Comptroller of  Corrections, 
before Justice M.A. Madugu 
of  the FCT High Court, 
Bwari Abuja on a two-count 
c h a r g e  f o r  o f f e n c e s 
bordering on land fraud.

Count one of  the charges 
read, “that you, Kayode 
Raphael Odeyemi, some 
time in December 2019, in 
Abuja within the jurisdiction 
of  this Honourable Court, by 
false pretence and with 
intent to defraud, did obtain 
the sum of  N6,500,000 (Six 
Mi l l ion  F ive  Hundred 
Thousand Naira)  f rom 
Joseph N. Emelieze, paid 
into your First Bank account 
number 2015894843, under 
the pretence that the said 

payment was meant for the 
purchase of  a plot of  land 
situate at Sabon Lugbe, 
Abuja, a fact which you 
knew to be false and thereby 
c o m m i t t e d  a n  o f f e n c e 
contrary to Section 1 (1) (a) 
of  the Advance Fee Fraud 
and Other Related Offences 
Act 2006 and punishable 
under Section 1 (3) of  the 
same Act”.

In count two, Odeyemi is 
accused  o f  de f rauding 
Joemelyz Global of  the sum 
of  N2,200,000 (Two Million 
Two Hundred Thousand 
Naira), which was paid into 
his Wema Bank account 
number 0121093181 for the 
purchase of  a plot of  land at 
Sabon Lugbe, Abuja.

Odeyemi, meanwhile, 
pleaded not guilty to both 
counts.

J u s t i c e  M a d u g u , 
however, adjourned the 
matter till September 19, 
2022, for commencement of  

trial.
Madugu then granted 

the defendant bail in the sum 
of  One Million Naira with 
two sureties in like sum, one 
of  whom must be a civil 
servant residing within the 
jurisdiction of  the Court.

p e r a t ive s  o f  t h e 

OBayelsa State Police 
C o m m a n d  h a v e 

a r re s t ed  a  midd le -aged 
businesswoman at Twon-
Brass in Brass Council Area 
of  the State over the alleged 
trafficking of  two under-aged 
g i r l s  t o  G h a n a  f o r 
prostitution.

The suspect's name was 
given as Madam Florence 
Emeka.

The alleged trafficked 
girls, identified as Nengi, 15, 
and Preye, 14, were reported 

to have been taken to Ghana 
early this year for prostitution.

While Nengi was said to 
have escaped from Ghana to 
Lagos with the help of  some 
concerned Ghanaians who 
gave her transport fare back to 
Lagos, Preye is stranded in 
Ghana with less hope of  
returning to Nigeria.

T h e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer(PPRO), 
Bayelsa State, Mr Asinim 
Butswat, who confirmed the 
arrest said the suspect will be 
transferred to Yenagoa for 

further investigation and 
possible prosecution.

Reacting to the incident, 
former chairman of  the 
Bayelsa State Council of  the 
Nigeria Union of  Journalists, 
Tarinyo Akono called on the 
National Agency for the 
Prohibition of  Trafficking in 

Person( NAPTIP) to join 
forces with the police to 
r e s c u e  P r e ye  f r o m  h e r 
traffickers in Ghana.

H e  t o l d  p a r e n t s  t o 
investigate the kind of  people 
they send their children to live 
with notwithstanding if  they 
were relatives or not.

948.956kg in April followed 
by 307.815kg in May while 
the least of  59.973 kg was 
recorded in June

He said that already 
the command has tried and 
conv ic ted  29  accused 
persons while other cases 
are still pending at the 
Fe d e r a l  H i g h  C o u r t , 
Lokoja.

“The drug situation in 
Nigeria and indeed Kogi is 
disturbing, especially being 
a microcosm of  Nigeria, 
and as a federating unit, 
Kogi cannot stand alone in 
the face of  this ominous 
threat of  drug abuse and 
trafficking.

“The implication on 
security, economic and the 
general wellbeing is dire. 
Statistics and empirical 
facts from National Drug 

Abdullahi Fakai, made the 
disclosure during a press 
briefing on Tuesday in 
L o k o j a  t o  m a r k  t h e 
beginning of  week-long 
activities in celebration of  
the 2022 United Nations 
Day Against Drug Abuse 
and Trafficking.

The Commander said 
that 149 drug suspects made 
up of  both males and 

Law Enforcement Agency 
operations indicate clearly 
that the drug problem is 
mutating into a colossal 
social problem.

“It has become an issue 
linked beyond doubt to 
escalation of  insecurity and 
its attendant effects on 
peace and economy across 
the country, ” he said

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
debilitating effects of  armed 
r o b b e r y,  k i d n a p p i n g , 
banditry, rape, and other 
violent crimes against 
humanity were contesting 
for the soul of  our nation.

According to him, “We 
know that drugs are mostly 
the catalyst for these vices, 
because anywhere that 
there is drug, there is crime 
and vice versa.”

He said that explains 
why the command has 
e n g a g e d  i n  v a r i o u s 
operations, sensitization, 
and cour tesy vis i ts  to 
Governor Yahaya Bello, 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  S t a t e 
Government, traditional 
rulers, and the state security 
chiefs including the Police 
and the Nigerian Army.

He disclosed, “In the 
area of  drug abuse and 
p r eve n t ive  e d u c a t i o n 
(DAPE), 25 schools and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e 
sensitized from January to 
da te  whi l e  84  c l i en t s 
referred from investigation 
uni ts  were  counsel led 
within the period.

“Drug war is a onerous 
task that can not be left in 
the hands of  the agency 
alone.”

He enumerated some 
successes recorded within 
the period to include the 
arrest/seizure of  a J5 bus, 
in te rce pted  a long  the 
O k e n e / L o k o j a - A b u j a 
expressway conveying 
750kg of  dr ied weeds 
( I n d i a n  H e m p ) , 
interception of  29 pieces of  

females were arrested with 
the 2,699kg assorted drugs 
within the period under 
review including codeine, 
Methamphetamine, Exol-5, 
D i a z e p a m ,  t r a m a d o l , 
C a n n a b i s  s a t iva ,  a n d 
Pe n t a z o c i n e  a m o n g s t 
others.

The NDLEA boss said 
that the Agency recorded 
the highest  seizure of  

sewn military camouflage 
uniforms in a truck and 
arrest of  a jailbreaker.

Fakai, however, called 
on the general public for 
cooperation, support, and 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  u s e f u l 
information to the agency 
whenever they see or hear 
something strange.

He said that all hands 
must be on deck as the 
Agency cannot do it alone, 
but the government at all 
l e v e l s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l 
institutions, religious and 
opinion leaders, NGOs 
must give a helping hand to 
ensure a drug-free Kogi and 
Nigeria as a whole.

Also,  a t  leas t  211 
suspects have been arrested 
by the National Drug Law 
Enforcement  Agency, 
NDLEA, for drug related 
offenses in Benue state in 
the  agency ' s  r enewed 
o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t 
trafficking and use of  illicit 
substances in the state.

The agency also seized 
1,150.98kg of  cannabis 
Sativa,  94.33grams of  
cocaine,  382.949kg of  
psychotropic substances, 
6 4 . 4 7 g r a m s  o f  
Amphetamine as well as 
recovered four locally made 
G3 rifles and ammunition 
from the suspects.

T h e  B e n u e  S t a t e 
C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e 
NDLEA, Mrs. Esther Musa 
who made this known 
Tuesday in Makurdi while 
b r i e f i n g  n e w s m e n  i n 
M a k u r d i  a s  p a r t  o f  
activities to commemorate 
the  year  2022  Uni ted 
Nations International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking, with the 
theme “Addressing Drug 
Challenges in Health and 
Humanitarian Crisis” said 
the Commander recorded 
53 convictions out of  the 
133 cases that were charged 
to court.
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NDLEA arrests 149 suspects in Kogi, 211 in Benue
…Recovers weapons, illicit drugs, convicts 53

EFCC arraigns retired Prison
Comptroller over N8.7m land scam

Police nab woman over alleged trafficking of
underage girls
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a x f u l ,  a  Pc r y p t o c u r r e n c y  
trading platform, 

has reported a surge in 
weekly transactions on its 
Lightning Network. 

This is despite the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria's 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  
c r y p t o c u r r e n c y  
transactions in the country 
and the crashing prices of  
cryptocurrencies globally. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
trading platform, the 
volume of  money sent by 
Nigerians via the network 
doubled from October 
2021 to May 2022. 

The statement from 
Paxful read in par t,  
“Paxful, the leading global 
peer-to-peer (P2P) fintech 
platform announced that 
weekly transactions on the 
Lightning Network have 
increased tremendously.”

It added, “In Nigeria, 
the volume of  money 
b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  o n  
Lightning has doubled 
from October 2021 to May 
2022.” 

Paxful further disclosed 
that globally, deposit 
volume increased five 
times since the platform 
launched its integration on 
the Lightning Network in 
September 2021. 

Paxful noted that the 
deposit volume increased 
by 54 per cent in April.

The CEO, and founder 
of  Paxful, Ray Youssef, 
noted that Nigeria was one 
of  the countries with the 
highest Bitcoin trade 
volume in the first week of  
May this year. 

He said, “In the first 
week of  May, Nigeria was 
one of  the countries with 
the highest Bitcoin trade 
v o l u m e  o n  P a x f u l  
alongside the United 
States, Ghana, China, and 
Kenya. Today, we have 
over 70 countries using 
Lightning on Paxful.” 

Between 2015 and 
2020, Nigerians have 
traded $566m worth of  
Bitcoin across various 
cryptocurrency trading 
platforms, making the 
country the second largest 
p e e r - t o - p e e r  B i t c o i n  
market after the United 
Sta tes,  according  to  
news.bitcoin.com. 

Nigerians traded at 
least N77.75bn ($185m) 
worth of  Bitcoin in the first 
three months of  this year, 
according to Paxful, which 

is a 5.71 per 
cent increase 
f r o m  t h e  
N 7 3 . 5 4 b n  
w o r t h  o f  
Bitcoin that 
was traded in 
t h e  
correspondin
g period of  
2021. 

According 
to the firm, 
Nigeria was 
i t s  l a r g e s t  
t r a d i n g  
c o u n t r y  i n  
2 0 2 1  w i t h  
16,000 daily 
trades. The 
market cap of  
BTC dropped 
by $36.90bn 
f r o m  
$902.10bn as 
of  January 1, 
2 0 2 2 ,  t o  
$865.20bn as of  March 31, 
2022. 

This was despite the 
CBN's restrictions on 
cryptocurrencies in the 
nation. In February of  
2021, the CBN asked 
banks in the nation to stop 
transacting in and with 
entities dealing in crypto 
assets. 

T h e  b a n k  s a i d ,  
“ F u r t h e r  t o  e a r l i e r  
regulatory directives on 
the subject, the bank 
hereby wishes to remind 
regulated institutions that 
d e a l i n g  i n  
c r y p t o c u r r e n c i e s  o r  
facilitating payments for 
cryptocurrency exchanges 
is prohibited.”

However, the President 
o f  S t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  
Blockchain Technology 
Association of  Nigeria and 
General Secretary of  
B lockcha in  Indus t r y  
Coordinating Committee 
o f  Nige r ia ,  Sena to r  
Ihenyen, urged the CBN to 
rethink its stance on 
crypto. 

Since the restriction, 
P2P trading of  crypto, 
e spec ia l ly  BTC,  has  
increased. According to a 
2 0 2 1  r e p o r t  b y  
Chainalysis, the nation is 
the sixth leading nation in 
the world in terms of  
crypto adoption. 

A recent report by 
K u C o i n ,  a  c r y p t o  
exchange with over 10 
million registered users, 
disclosed that about 33.4 
million Nigerians traded 
or owned crypto assets. 

he International TA i r  T r a n s p o r t 
Association has 

said that Nigerian airlines 
and others across Africa 
will lose $700 million in 
2022 due to a combination 
of  Russia-Ukraine war and 
COVID-19. 

This was disclosed at 
the ongoing 78th IATA 
Annual General Meeting 
and World Air Transport 
Summit in Doha, Qatar. 

I A T A  s a i d  t h a t 
inf lation, interest and 
exchange rates would 
affect the growth of  the 
aviation industry globally, 
stressing that countries 
should learn from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
s u m m i t ,  t h e  I ATA ' s 
Director General, Willie 
W a l s h ,  s a i d , 

“Governments must have 
learned their lessons from 
the  COVID-19 cr i s i s. 
Border closures create 
economic pain but deliver 
little in terms of  controlling 
the spread of  the virus. 
W i t h  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  
populat ion immunity, 
a d v a n c e d  t r e a t m e n t 
methods, and surveillance 
procedures, the risks of  
C O V I D - 1 9  c a n  b e 
managed. At present, there 
are  no c i rcumstances 
where the human and 
economic costs of  further 
COVID-19 border closures 
could be justified.”

The IATA listed  risk 
factors to the aviation 
sector, including the war in 
Ukraine and COVID 19. 

It said that the impact 
of  Russia's invasion of  
Ukraine on aviation paled 
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e 
unfolding humanitarian 

tragedy. 
It noted that the war in 

Ukraine would not escalate 
beyond its borders, but the 
rising fuel costs and a 
dampening demand due to 
l o w e r e d  c o n s u m e r 
sentiment would have a 
negative effect on the 
aviation sector.

It said the Russian 
inter nat ional  market , 
Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Moldova accounted for 2.3 
per cent of  global traffic in 
2021, noting that about 7 
per cent of  international 
passenger traffic would 
normally transit Russian 
a i rspace  (2021 data) , 
which was now closed to 
many operators, mostly on 
long-haul routes between 
Asia and Europe or North 
America. 

“ T h e r e  a r e 
significantly higher costs 
for re-routing for those 

carriers affected,” it said. 
It disclosed that just 

under 1per cent of  global 
freight traffic originated in 
or was transited through 
Russia and Ukraine, but 
the greater impact was in 
the specialised area of  
heavy-weight cargo where 
Russia and Ukraine were 
the market leaders. 

 It said at $192 billion, 
fuel was aviation industry's 
largest cost item in 2022 
(24 per cent of  overall 
costs, up from 19per cent in 
2021). 

“This is based on an 
expected average price for 
B r e n t  c r u d e  o f  
$101.2/barrel and $125.5 
for jet kerosene. Airlines 
are expected to consume 
321 billion liters of  fuel in 
2022 compared with the 
359 billion liters consumed 
in 2019.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Nigerians defy CBN's ban, double Bitcoin transactions in
May – Paxful 

Nigerian airlines, others to lose $700m in 2022
– IATA 
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A generation of young people in Russia have grown up knowing only one leader - Vladimir Putin.  

R
ussian youths entering 
the job market and pursu-
ing higher education are 
in for a rough ride.

Since Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine, multinationals have left 
Russia in droves, while sanctions 
from major world economies are 
intensifying.

Meanwhile, there are changes 
taking place at Russian universities 
that stand to make it difficult for the 
country’s students to pursue higher 
education elsewhere.

“We’re really entering a kind 
of  uncharted territory in so many 
ways,” Hassan Malik, a senior sov-
ereign analyst at Boston-based in-
vestment management consultancy 
Loomis Sayles, told Insider. 

Experts told Insider it’s impos-
sible, just months into the war, to 
quantify the impact of  the war 
on Russian youths. But they also 
said the generation that grew up 
under the presidency of  President 
Vladimir Putin - which started in 
2012 - is now experiencing a very 
different Russia from the one it 
grew up in.

Loosely termed the “Putin Gen-
eration,” this group of  young peo-
ple grew up knowing only one 
president in its formative years and 
is between 17 and 25 years old, ac-
cording to the Wilson Center. They 
grew up eating McDonald’s, watch-
ing the latest Hollywood films, and 
posting on Instagram — all of  
which are, in the wake of  Russia’s 
invasion of  Ukraine in late Febru-
ary, no longer available in Russia.

Amid the ongoing violence of  
war, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s apparent long game in 
Ukraine - a nefarious attempt to as-
sert total and long-term control on 
the neighboring country - is coming 
into clear view.

From the introduction of  Rus-
sian currency to the complete 
shuttering of  Ukrainian broadcast-
ing, the Kremlin is taking extreme 
measures to make Ukrainian towns 
look, feel, and operate like Russia.

Prior to the start of  the war, Putin 
erroneously claimed that Ukraine 
was not an independent state, base-
lessly arguing that the country was 
a creation of  the Soviet Union and 
part of  Russia’s historic territory. 

Now, as Russia’s invasion stretch-
es into its third month, it seems Pu-
tin is aiming to make his claims a 
reality.

Two experts Insider spoke to 
broke down how much tougher it’ll 
be for young Russians at work and 
in school.

Like in many countries, the val-
ue of  a good education in Russia 
is that it opens up doors at not just 
homegrown employers, but also at 
multinational companies that pres-
ent opportunities for employees to 
enter and leave the European job 
market freely. These windows are 
closing fast.

“A lot of  multinational corpo-
rations had promised good stable 
careers, where one can advance on 
their merits in a kind of  tradition-
al Western capitalist model,” said 
Andrew Lohsen, a fellow in the Eu-

rope, Russia, and Eurasia Program 
at the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies. “Those opportuni-
ties are drying up as these compa-
nies leave Russia, and some of  the 
industries that have promised high 
salaries are starting to be hamstrung 
by sanctions.”

Lohsen cited oil and gas and IT 
as some sectors where multination-
als are departing in droves, leaving a 
future of  uncertainty for those look-
ing to enter these major industries. 

Russia facing worst recession in 30 yrs, 
‘Putin Generation’ paying the price

Earlier this month, American tech 
giants IBM and Microsoft laid off  
hundreds of  employees in Russia as 
companies continued to pull out of  
the market. 

Such exits are not just about the 
job market. They will also curtail 
training and professional networks 
for Russian professionals, Malik 
told Insider.

In response, many Russian tech 
employees are leaving, Insider’s 
Belle Lin, Masha Borak, and Kylie 

Robison reported in April. While 
many made their exits due to fear of  
being conscripted to fight the war, 
some said they were driven by the 
impact of  sanctions on their jobs.

In April, the World Bank said the 
Russian economy is expected to 
contract 11.2% in 2022, marking its 
worst economic contraction in three 
decades since the collapse of  the So-
viet Union. 

The experts Insider spoke to also 
expressed concern about the future 

of  Russia’s academic system, as the 
country looks to exit the Bologna 
Process in which European gov-
ernments align education standards 
and qualifications.

“What that means is that Rus-
sians who are thinking about getting 
a higher education in Europe — es-
pecially a professional or doctoral 
degree — will find it much harder 
now to try to enter European uni-
versities,” Lohsen told Insider. 

U.S. senators introduce broad Taiwan 
bill to boost security assistance

A 
duo of  U.S. senators intro-
duced a bill on Thursday to 
significantly enhance sup-

port for Taiwan, including provi-
sions for billions of  dollars in U.S. 
security assistance and changes to 
the decades old law undergirding 
Washington’s unofficial ties with 
the Chinese-claimed democratic 
island.

The United States, which accus-
es China of  ramping up military 
coercion toward Taiwan, is its 
main supporter and arms suppli-
er, a point of  increasing friction 
between Washington and Beijing, 
whose relations are already at their 
lowest point in decades.

The senators’ Taiwan Policy Act 
of  2022 threatens severe sanctions 
against China for any aggression 
against Taiwan, and would pro-
vide $4.5 billion in foreign military 
financing over the next four years, 
as well as designate Taiwan a “ma-
jor non-NATO ally,” according to 
the text.

The sponsors, Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee chairman 
Bob Menendez, a Democrat, and 

Republican Lindsey Graham, said 
it would be the most comprehen-
sive restructuring of  U.S. policy to-
ward Taiwan since the Taiwan Re-
lations Act of  1979 - the bedrock 
of  U.S. engagement with the island 
since Washington opened up rela-
tions with China that year.

“As Beijing continues to seek to 
coerce and isolate Taiwan there 
should be no doubt or ambiguity 
about the depth and strength of  
our determination to stand with 
the people of  Taiwan and their 
democracy,” Menendez said in a 
statement.

He said the bill sent a clear mes-
sage that China should not make 
the same mistakes Russia made in 
invading Ukraine.

“The danger will only grow 
worse if  we show weakness in the 
face of  Chinese threats and aggres-
sion toward Taiwan,” Graham 
said. Senate aides said the pair 
hoped to have the committee vote 
to send the bill to the Senate floor 
as early as next week.

Washington and Beijing have 
stood firm on their opposing views 

about Taiwan’s right to rule itself.
China’s embassy in Washington 

did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment on the pro-
posed legislation.

One U.S. official familiar with 
the bill said some of  its elements 
made President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration and the State Department 
uneasy given concerns it could an-
tagonize China.

Any legislation would also have 
to pass the House of  Representa-
tives, and another expansive bill 
intended to boost U.S. competitive-
ness with China has been languish-
ing in Congress for months.

The White House and State De-
partment did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Should it become law as cur-
rently written, the bill would “pri-
oritize and expedite” arms sales to 
Taiwan until Congress determines 
the threat to the island has signifi-
cantly abated, as well as direct the 
Secretary of  Defense to establish a 
training program to increase Tai-
wan and U.S. armed forces interop-
erability.

The U.S. president would be 
required to impose sanctions on 
Chinese officials, including its 
president, in response to “signifi-
cant escalation in hostile action in 
or against Taiwan”, such as under-
mining or overthrowing Taiwan’s 
government or occupying the is-
land.

It would amend parts of  the Tai-
wan Relations Act, including by 
adding that U.S. arms provisions to 
Taiwan be “conducive to deterring 
acts of  aggression” by China.

It would also push the State De-
partment to seek negotiations to 
rename Taiwan’s de facto embas-
sy in Washington to the Taiwan 
Representative Office, and would 
elevate the role of  Washington’s 
top official in Taiwan by requiring 
Senate confirmation for the post.

Beijing has never renounced the 
use of  force to bring Taiwan under 
its control, and Chinese Defense 
Minister General Wei Fenghe last 
week said China’s military “would 
have no choice but to fight at any 
cost and crush any attempt of  Tai-
wan independence.” 



Page 18

SPORTS
Wednesday 22 - Thursday 23 June, 2022 

eparting Liverpool Dforward,  Sadio 
Mane, on Tuesday, 

completed the first part of  
his  medical  in Bayern 
Munich, Sky Sports reports.

Mane, who has been 
signing autographs wearing 
a Bayern Munich top for the 

igerian forward, 

NA n t h o n y 
Nwakaeme, has 

agreed to a deal to join 
Saudi Arabian Premier 
League side Al Ittihad, by 
ending his successful four-
year spell at Trabzonspor 
and 12-year stay in Europe 
for good.

N w a k a e m e  o n l y 
r e c e n t l y  p o w e r e d 
Trabzonspor to the club's 
first Super Lig triumph in 
almost four decades.

The 33-year-old made 
the most contribution – 13 
goals and ten assists – of  any 
Trabzonspor player as the 
Black Sea Storms beat all of  
Turkey's most prominent 
teams to the league title.

But with his contract 
ending this summer and 
despite his heroic status 
w i t h  t h e  c l u b ' s  f a n s , 
N w a k a e m e  a n d 

arcelona have agreed Bpersonal terms with 
€50m Leeds United 

winger, Raphinha.
Martin Hardy of  The 

Times is reporting that 
despite the excessive interest, 
L e e d s  U n i t e d  w i n g e r 
Raphinha is favouring a 
move to Barcelona since 
personal terms are already 
agreed between the two.

However, striking a deal 
for Barcelona, in particular, 
is going to be extremely 
dif f icult  given that the 
Premier League side is 
demanding more than €58 

million for their winger.
In any way, Leeds, who 

narrowly avoided relegation, 
are bracing themselves for 
offers coming from the 
fellow Premier League sides 
Arsenal and Tottenham 
H o t s p u r .  T h e 
aforementioned outlet says 
the latter have already made 
contact with the officials 
from Leeds.

While no official offer 
has been made to date either 
by Arsenal, Tottenham or 
Barcelona, Leeds United are 
well and truly aware of  the 
interest their winger has 

generated.
So far, Barcelona have 

agreed personal, but no 
agreement has been reached 
with Leeds on the transfer 
fee. Arsenal, on the other 
hand, are in direct contact 
with the team as their interest 
has been persistent since 
March.

Trabzonspor could not 
agree on an extension as the 
club refused to meet the 
attacker's demands.

G a l a t a s a r a y , 
F e n e r b a h ç e ,  a n d 
Ba�ak�ehir were all linked 
with a move for the one-cap 
Nigeria international, but 
n o n e  c o u l d  m a k e  a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h  i n 
negotiations.

But ,  accord ing  to 
61saat, as per Sabah, Saudi 
Arabia's Al Ittihad have 
struck an agreement with 
Nwakaeme.

T h e  c u r r e n t  j o i n t 
leaders of  the Pro League 
have offered Nwakaeme a 
two-year contract plus an 
option for an extra year on a 
salary of  4.5 million euros 
per year. The former Hapoel 
Be'er Sheva forward finds 
the offer acceptable.

A l  I t t i h a d  h a v e 
watched joint-leaders Al 
Hilal surge up the table 

thanks largely to the efforts 
of  Super Eagles talisman 
and former Manchester 
U n i t e d  l o a n e e  O d i o n 
Ighalo. Ighalo is the Saudi 
league's leading goalscorer 
with 22 combined goals for 
Al Hilal and Al Shabab.

But in Nwakaeme, Al 
Ittihad have acquired their 
own free-scoring Nigerian 
forward  to  r iva l  the i r 
opponents.

angers of  Scotland Rdefender,  Calvin 
Bassey has admitted 

that playing for the national 
senior team – Super Eagles 
remains the biggest highlight 
of  his career.

Bassey who has made 
six appearances for Nigeria 
after making his debut 
during the 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers against Ghana on 
March 25, described his call-
up to the Super Eagles as a 
dream come true.

“I was shocked and I 
could not believe it as I just 
felt so privileged and blessed 
to be invited to the Super 
Eagles squad. I thank God 
every day for this and I felt 
blessed to represent my great 
nation,” the 22-year-old 
said. “Playing for Nigeria, I 
don't think I can really put it 
into words how I felt having 
200m people behind our 
back  whereve r  we  a re 
playing.

“Also being part of  the 
25 players representing over 
2 0 0 m  p e o p l e  i n  a 
competitive match; I just 
want to help the team in any 
way I  can,” he added, 
describing his omission from 
the 2022 AFCON as a wake-
up call.

“ I t  w a s  v e r y 
disappointing not being part 
of  the team to the 2021  
AFCON in Cameroon but I 
just need to continue to work 
harder. Hopefully, I think I 
have done that and that is 

why I am here with the team 
after getting the attention of  
the coach for the 2023 
AFCON qualifiers,” he said.

The 2022 Scottish Cup 
winner, however, said that he 
would be willing to play in 
any position assigned to him 
by any manager he plays 
under.

He said: “I just like 
playing football wherever 
t h e  m a n a g e r  p u t  m e, 
whether  in  s t r ik ing  or 
defense position. I just want 

rsenal are back on 

Athe trail of  Tammy 
Abraham and could 

seemingly sacrifice a regular 
in their side to make the deal 
happen, according to reports 
in the Italian media.

T h e  G u n n e r s  a r e 
desperate to add a new striker 
to their attack this summer. 
W i t h  t h e  A l e x a n d r e 
Lacazette, Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang era no more, 
Arsenal look a little toothless 
up front. And while they have 
b e e n  b o o s t e d  b y 

conf i r mat ion  o f  Eddie 
Nketiah's new deal, a new No 
9 is very much top of  their 
transfer agenda.

To that  end,  Mikel 
A r t e t a  a n d  E d u  a r e 
seemingly chasing a number 
of  potential options. Top of  
their wishlist appears to 
Gabriel Jesus. The Gunners 
remain confident of  landing 
the Brazilian, despite the 
presence of  Tottenham. 
Indeed, a report on Monday 
claimed Spurs may well beat 
them to the punch thanks to 

an Antonio Conte ace card.
As a result, the Gunners 

have also reportedly seen 
efforts to sign Gianluca 
S c a m a c c a  a n d  V i c t o r 
Osimhen knocked back.

And there have also been 
ongoing reports of  interest in 
A b r a h a m .  T h e  f o r m e r 
Chelsea s t r iker  was on 
Arsenal's radar last summer 
prior to his move to Roma.

His time in the Italian 
c a p i t a l  h a s  g o n e 
exceptionally well, with the 
striker now back on their 

wishlist.
But prising him away 

from the Giallorossi will not 
be easy.

Indeed, Roma value 
Abraham at around the 
£85m- £100m mark – money 
which looks beyond Arsenal.

H o w e v e r , 
Calciomercatoweb claims 
the Gunners are looking to 
reduce  the i r  out lay  by 
including Gabriel Magalhaes 
as part of  the deal.

T h e  d e f e n d e r  h a s 
become a first-team regular 

u n d e r  A r t e t a .  H i s 
partnership with Ben White 
at the heart of  the defence 
gave Arsenal the platform to 
push for fourth. And while 
that fell ultimately short, 
G a b r i e l  e a r n e d  m a n y 
p l a u d i t s  f o r  h i s 
performances.

As a result, he has been 
the subject of  plenty of  
speculation this summer. A 
move to Juventus has been 
mooted, while speculation 
has also seen Barcelona 
linked with a move.

to go out there and enjoy 
myself  by playing football as 
well as giving everything I 
have. So my position in any 
team depends on what the 
coach wants from me.”

H e  e x p r e s s e d 
confidence in the present 
crop of  Eagles, describing 
the squad as a bunch of  
talents: “I think the team will 
just continue to get better 
with the quality of  young 
talents in the squad.

first time, is now expected to 
check into a hotel to take 
photographs and sign a 
three-year contract with the 
Bundesliga champions.

Bayern Munich has 
already agreed to a £35m 
deal with Liverpool to sign 
Mane.

Mane will remain at the 
Allianz Arena until 2025.

T h e  S e n e g a l e s e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j o i n e d 
L i v e r p o o l  f r o m 
S o u t h a m p t o n  i n  t h e 
summer of  2016.

He established himself  
in the first team and has 
been a mainstay of  manager 
Jurgen Klopp 's  recent 
success.

Sadio Mane completes medical in Bayern Munich

I regret missing 2021 AFCON
says Bassey

Nwakaeme joins Ighalo in Saudi
Arabia

Barca agree personal terms with
Leeds Utd's Raphinha

Arsenal ready to offer £100m swap for Abraham

Mane after his medicals in Munich

Bassey

Ralphinha

Nwakaeme
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on loan before joining 
Union Berlin permanently 
last year. 

Meanwhile, Liverpool 
are poised to net just shy of  
£2m from the deal, which 
will see the Nigerian fulfill 

ottingham Forest 

Na r e  s e t  t o 
a n n o u n c e 

Nigerian forward Taiwo 
Awoniyi as their first major 
signing since clinching 
promotion to the Premier 
League. 

Forest are in advanced 
talks over a club record 
£17.5m deal for the Union 
Berlin striker, who has a 
release clause with the 
Bundesliga side. 

A w o n i y i ,  2 4 , 
impressed for Union Berlin 
last season, scoring 15 
l e a g u e  g o a l s  a n d  i s 
expected to become Steve 
Cooper's first significant 
capture of  the summer. 

Forest are also poised 
to face Union Berlin in a 
pre-season friendly next 
month, with Awoniyi in 
line for a swift reunion with 
his former teammates.

Awoniyi was signed by 
Liverpool in August 2015 
but never played a senior 
game for the club, playing 
for seven separate clubs 
(FSV Frankfurt, NEC, 
Mouscron (twice), Gent, 
Mainz and Union Berlin) 

i ge r i a  f o r wa r d , 

NAsisat Oshoala says 
the Super Falcons 

must not be complacent 
when they defend their 
Women's Africa Cup of  
Nations crown in Morocco 
next month. 

The West Africans have 
w o n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e 

r e s i d e n t PMuhammadu Buhari 
h a s  d i r e c t e d  t h e 

Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) to amend its statutes 
to accommodate genuine 
stakeholders who had been 
disenfranchised or denied 
equal representation in the 
NFF congress.

The President, however, 
charged the federation to put 
in place the process that will 

lead to organising a new 
election into its Executive 
Committee at the expiration 
o f  t h e  c u r r e n t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n 
September.

These directives were 
contained in a letter dated 
June 17, 2022, signed by the 
Minister of  Youth and 
S p o r t s  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Sunday Dare and addressed 
to  the NFF President , 

Amaju Pinnick.
The President reaffirmed 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
commitment to football 
development while tasking 
the leadership of  the football 
house to ensure that the 
amended statutes reflect the 
national yearning, aspiration, 
and peculiarities of  the 
country while aligning with 
the principles and objectives 
of  football as stipulated by the 
world football governing 
body, FIFA.

tournaments and have a 
r e c o r d  n i n e  Wo m e n ' s 
Nat ions  Cup t r iumphs 
overall. 

However, Barcelona 
star Oshoala believes the 
quality of  other sides across 
the continent is improving 
quickly. 

“I feel really confident 
about our team (but) we also 
know that right now it's more 
competitive,” the 27-year-old 
told the BBC World Service.

“The qualification was 
really tough. We had to go 
through Ghana and Ivory 
C o a s t  t o  g e t  t o  t h e 
tournament and now we see 
the best from each side in 
Africa. 

“You have teams in 
Africa growing. We lost to 
South Africa in a friendly 
game and we couldn't even 
beat some teams like Mali – 
we struggled to beat them. 

“So, it just shows that 

it's not going to be easy to 
win. It used to be for us 
before.”

The tournament, which 
was last held in Ghana in 
2018, has been expanded 
from eight to 12 teams, and 
runs from July 2 to 23. 

N i ge r i a  h ave  b e e n 
drawn alongside South 
Africa, the side they beat on 
penalties in the final four 
years ago, and first-time 
qual i f iers  Bur undi  and 
Botswana. 

“ I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e 
amazing to have the the 
tournament back and also in 
a different format this time 
around,” Oshoala, a four-
t ime Afr ican  Women 's 
Footballer of  The Year, 
added. 

“ I t  w i l l  b e  p r e t t y 
interesting and we'll see how 
it goes. We need to step up 
our game and try to make 
sure that we retain the title.” 

his dreams of  playing in 
England. 

“The Premier League 
is my dream. Everyone 
knows that, even here at the 
c l u b,”  Aw o n i y i  t o l d 
Kicker.de in April.

“With time, everything 
is still possible. 

“If  I lived in England, 
it would be easier for my 
wife and child, if  only 
because of  the language. In 
addition, my sister and a 
brother live on the island. 

“I have always said that 
Liverpool is one of  the best 
things that happened to me 
as a footballer because they 
gave me the platform to 
achieve my dream and with 
them, I have no regret at 
all.” 

Awoniyi left the Reds 

C  M i d t y l l a n d Fmidfielder, Raphael 
O n y e d i k a ,  i s 

delighted to be crowned the 
Best Young Player in the 
Danish Superliga.

O n y e d i k a  s l o t t e d 
per fect ly  in  the  c lub ' s 
midfield last season after his 
compatriot, Frank Onyeka 
left for Premier League 
outfit, Brentford.

The Nigerian made 31 
league appearances for 
Midtylland during the last 
campaign.

The 21-year-old beat his 
teammate Gustav Isaksen, 
Brondby's Anis Slimane and 
FC Copenhagen's  Ísak 
Bergmann Jóhannesson to 
the individual accolade.

“It means a lot to me to 

aris Saint-Germain Pand Nice are close to 
an agreement that 

w o u l d  s e e  m a n a g e r 
Christophe Galtier join the 
Ligue 1 champions for 
around €10million (£8.6m), 
according to reports.

T h e  5 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Frenchman marshalled 
Nice to a fifth-place finish in 
Ligue 1 last campaign and is 
repor tedly the leading 
candidate after Zinedine 
Zidane dropped out of  the 
running.

The two French sides 
are said to have been in 
negotiations over the past 
few days and hope the 
process will accelerate in 
the coming days.

PSG hope to announce 
Galtier's appointment on 
Thursday with the two 
clubs close to an agreement 
that will see the Parisian 
side pay £8.6m to buy the 
manager out of  his contract 

in the south of  France, 
according to L'Equipe.

The French publication 
claims that the official 
announcement  o f  the 
appointment is being held 
until PSG formally confirm 
the dismissal of  Mauricio 
Pochettino, which they 
hope will take place before 
Thursday.

PSG reclaimed the 
Ligue 1 title from Lille last 
season under Pochettino 
but their woeful Champions 
League campaign, in which 
they were knocked out by 
Real Madrid in the last 16, 
sees him head towards the 
exit door.

Negotiations between 
the Parisian side and the 
Argentine manager's agents 
are  ongoing,  with the 
former Tottenham boss 
reportedly set to receive 
€ 1 5 m  ( £ 1 2 . 8 m )  i n 
compensation.

The sum is owed to 

Po c h e t t i n o  a n d  f o u r 
members of  his backroom 
staff  – Jesus Perez, Miguel 
D'Agostino, Toni Jimenez 
and Sebastiano Pochettino.

Until the two sides 
agree on the terms of  their 
split, PSG are unable to 
announce Pochettino's 
successor.

However, even if  the 
terms of  his contract still are 
not finalised Galtier is 
expected to take charge at 
the Camp des Loges on July 
4 when PSG return to 
training in preparation to 
defend their league title.

G a l t i e r ' s  t o p 
achievement as manager 
was leading Lille to the 
Ligue 1 title in 2020-21, the 
only time PSG failed to win 
the division during the last 
five seasons.

His appointment would 
provide a reunion with new 
PSG football advisor Luis 
Campos,  who worked 
alongside Galtier at Lille 
between 2017 and 2020.

get this award. It's always 
nice with recognition, even 
if  it's the team's performance 
that matters most to me. I 
am happy to have played so 
many matches and been a 
regular part of  the team,” 
Onyedika told Midtylland 's 
official website.

“The season has gone 
much better than I had dared 
to hope for. There must be a 
big thank you to the coaches 
and my teammates who 
have been good at helping 
me so that I have always 
been able to improve.”

“It has been the most 
important thing for me, and 
it still is. I want to get better 
all the time. So I keep 
working hard every day for 
training and looking at every 
match to see what I can do 
better.

at the end of  last season 
having made his loan move 
to Union Berlin permanent 
for approximately £6.5m. 
Liverpool negotiated a 10 
per cent sell-on clause with 
Berlin last summer and are 
set to reap the benefits of  
that agreement with his 
i m p e n d i n g  r e t u r n  t o 
English football. 

Having spent £400,000 
to sign Awoniyi initially, 
Liverpool have already 
made a significant profit 
regarding the forward and 
the sell-on bonus will act as 
a further boost for the Reds 
in the summer transfer 

window, having already 
shelled out on the signings 
of  Darwin Nunez, Fabio 
Car va lho  and  Calv in 
Ramsey. 

A w o n i y i  j o i n e d 
Liverpool from Imperial 
Soccer Academy in the 
summer of  2015. 

The forward was part 

of  the Golden Eaglets that 

won the U-17 World Cup 

in 2013 and subsequently 

helped his nation scoop the 

African U-20 AFCON title 

two years later.
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The fresh news people

uring the national June 12 Dannulled presidential poll 
debacle we were on the 

t r e n c h e s  a n d  t h e  s t r e e t s 
campaigning vigorously for the 
popular mandate given to the late 
business mogul, Bashorun MKO 
Abiola, to be restored or actualised. 
As a young student in my teens in 
Benin City I narrowly escaped death 
when a fellow student standing 
beside me was hit by a bullet leading 
to his untimely death! It could have 
b e e n  m e  b u t  G o d  d e c i d e d 
otherwise!

Having said the foregoing it is 
important that I declare that we 
believe in the vision and mission of  
Comrade Sowore as regards his 
candidacy for the presidency. He 
would definitely make a good no-
nonsense incorruptible intrepid 
President if  given the mandate to 
liberate Nigeria and Nigerians from 
the misery and poverty the corrupt 
elite have sentenced them. Sowore 
has demonstrated his patriotism and 
democratic credentials for decades 
so he has nothing more to prove.

Critics had lambasted him for 
practising 'yellow' journalism or 
propagating 'fake news' using his 
popular website as a tool for 
blackmail and/or executive cyber-
stalking. But we see his efforts 
differently! We see him and his 
digital campaign for a better nation 
as a patriotic duty. He has faced a 
whole lot of  challenges trying to 
contribute his quota towards the 
betterment of  our society.

He had been arrested countless 
t imes  and detained i l legal ly 
(especially by Buhari and his lawless 
DSS goons) on many occasions. He 
has suffered a lot of  privations and 
mental torture because of  his 
uncompromising posture. His 
courage and staying power is one 
not given to every human rights 
crusader or social critic.

Comrade Sowore's foray into 
politics started four years ago when 
he used his political party, the 
African Action Congress, (AAC) as 
a vehicle to capture power at the 
zeni th .  Though he  scored a 
negligible figure his popularity and 
acceptability has soared over time -- 
especially after his 'revolution-Now' 
campaign led to his apprehension 
and incarceration.

Comrade Sowore is the official 
candidate of  the AAC in the 
forthcoming presidential election of  
February next year. He is up against 
formidable opponents like the 
PDP's Atiku Abubakar and APC's 
Asiwaju Tinubu. And the Labour 

Party's Peter Obi. Nigerians may 
decide to usher in an electoral 
revolution by electing either Sowore 
or Obi to Aso Rock. But that would 
be a hard battle, displacing the 
corrupt stupendously rich elite from 
the power scene.

By defeating the establishment 
corrupt political parties (PDP and 
APC) Obi or Sowore would book 
appointment with history and 
posterity as President Emmanuel 
Macron did in France five years ago 
and the last month. Barack Obama 
did it against all odds in the United 
States. And closer home in Africa 
President Lazarus McCar thy 
Chakwera did it in Malawi few years 
ago.

Daily, Sowore is always in the 
news for revolutionary reasons. Yet 
critics accuse him of  being a 
'neophyte' in politics! They contend 
that he should have started his 
political career by tasting his 
popularity as a councillor or local 
government chairman in his Ondo 
State. But we concede that it is not a 
settled matter that a politician, no 
matter how inexperienced or 
untried, must begin his conquest for 
power at the local level.

Recently, Sowore took to his 
Twitter handle and made some 
disparaging remarks against ex-
Governor Obi. He said he heard that 
Obi travelled to Egypt "to learn on 
how to fix Education/Power 
problems. This is exactly the 
p r o b l e m  w i t h  u n p r e p a r e d 
candidates". Besides, Sowore had 
called on Obi to "join the AAC in 
order to enjoy electoral victory" 
claiming that the Labour Party had 
"no structure". He equally claimed 
that "Labour Party has become an 
orphanage for politicians that are 
homeless, it didn't take long when 
our man ran there when he became 
homeless".

Peter Obi may or may not be the 
messiah Nigerians are praying for to 
deliver them from darkness. He has 
never laid any claim to that effect! 
But he has been marshalling out his 
plans convincing more and more 
people of  his capacity to lead. He 
has been hammering on the need for 
the Nigerian electorate, especially 
the youths, to organize themselves 
and take power at the centre. It is not 
impossible if  the will is there!

In the Labour Party Obi is 
uniquely positioned to redefine the 
Nigerian polity. Labour Party of  the 
past cannot be said to be the same as 
presently. With Obi dictating its 
presidential future the sky is the 
limit! What the party needs doing is 
the right thing: drawing naysayers 
its way and imposing its power of  

mobilisation across board.
Since  the  era  of  r igg ing 

elections are behind us with the new 
Electoral Act signed into law, one 
t h a t  a l l o w s  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c 
transmission of  results thuggery and 
hooliganism in our electoral system 
has suffered enormous damage. The 
thugs that used to steal the ballot 
boxes and the godfathers that used 
to impose candidates and the 
electoral umpires that announced 
losers as winners have all been put 
out of  business for good!

It is not out of  place to say that 
the 2023 presidential poll would not 
be stolen as usual. Those poised on 
stealing same would meet their 
waterloo. Every vote would count 
and the real winner would emerge at 
the end of  the day. No hanky-panky 
games, no intimidation of  the 
electorate or buying of  their 
conscience this time.

What makes Obi stand out is 
that he seems to be genuinely 
concerned about the wellfare of  
ordinary Nigerians and shares their 
pains, their dashed hopes and 
dreams. He wants to serve and not to 
be served! He wants to be given 
power to right the past wrongs. He 
means well for Nigeria!

Comrade Sowere, is often 
accused of  'misfiring' online. He 
o f t e n  c o m e s  a c r o s s  a s  o n e 
perpetually at war with the political 
demons holding Nigeria hostage. 
He appears to be in a hurry to chase 
the executive 'thieves' back home!

T h e  C o m r a d e  g o o f e d , 
therefore, in our reckoning, by 
declaring that Obi was not prepared 
for the presidency because he visited 
Egypt or wherever. He goofed by 
asking ignorantly if  he constructed 
good roads, built hospitals or 
schools as Governor of  Anambra 
State.

Indeed, he should have known 
better that Obi remains one of  the 
best performing Governors ever to 
govern Anambra State. Of  course he 
built quality hospitals and schools. 
And constructed good roads which 
still stand today as a reference. He 
made Anambra safe for business 
and investment unlike now when 
the so-called 'unknown gunmen' are 
on the rampage all over the state 
kidnapping, killing and extorting 
'Ndi-Anambra'.

Above all, Obi left billions of  
Naira in Anambra state's vault upon 
his handing over power to the ex-
Governor Willy Obiano who 
squandered the funds and looted 
o t h e r s .  H e  d e m y s t i f i e d 
gubernatorial power by cutting costs 
and saving heavily as they say, for 
rainy days! If  Atiku Abubakar had 

won the rigged presidential election 
of  2019 then Obi would have been 
positioned to rule Nigeria post 
'Atikulation'.

The Comrade goofed by 
insinuating that Obi belonged to a 
party (Labour) that serves as home 
for 'homeless' politicians. Come to 
think of  it, Obi is more prepared 
than any other candidate for the 
upcoming presidential poll. He 
speaks eloquently about his vision 
for a great nation where talent is 
rewarded and the nation itself  made 
to work for her abused citizens.

Comrade Sowore, with all due 
respect, must consider swallowing 
his 'pride' by working with patriots 
like Peter Obi if  he wants to preside 
over the affairs of  Nigeria someday 
in the future. Perhaps if  he teams up 
with a third force capable of  sending 
the old generation of  politicians 
back home he could be appointed a 
Minister or Special Adviser and 
from there his political career would 
blossom leading to power conquest 
at the apex.

Attacking the wrong person, 
Peter Obi, has diminished Sowore's 
reputation. Maybe 'jealousy' or 
inferiority complex could be blamed 
here as reactions trailing his 

outburst online had revealed. 
Sowore was generally lambasted for 
being a 'wannabe' politician. But we 
hold that Nigeria is blessed with 
strong characters and patriots like 
O m oye l e  S owo r e  a n d  Pe t e r 
'Okwute' Obi. With them at the 
driver's seat presidentially then hope 
would be restored to our broken 
rotten system.

Peter Obi represents a bundle 
of  promises. The Obi phenomenon 
is here to stay! Whether he wins the 
presidential poll of  next year or not 
is inconsequential. The next four 
years or eight years could see his star 
rise from the east shining over and 
above every nook and cranny of  this 
great nation! Through hard work 
and creative politicking, Obi could 
overcome the odds and triumph 
beyond every imagination.

If  political permutations are 
allowed and the mass mobilisation 
of  Igbos across the length and 
breadth of  the federation are any 
positive indication then Peter Obi 
may well upstage or upset the 
applecart come February. And 
when he does the likes of  Sowore 
would be forced to acknowledge 
greatness.

Guest Writer

Peter Obi: Sowore goofed! 
By Ozodinukwe Okenwa
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trafficking of underage girls


