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News

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

D
espite the release of  
additional 209 ma-
chines by the Inde-

pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to ease 
the registration of  voters’ ex-
ercise, the Chairman, Civil 
Liberties Organization, Aba 
chapter, Professor Charles 
Chinekezi has urged the 
commission to send more 
machines to the South-East. 

Recall that in response to 
the demands of  Nigerians for 
more registration machines 
over the sudden surge of  eli-

Upsurge in PVC demands: CLO urges INEC
to send more machines to South East

gible Nigerians to register in 
some states, INEC respond-
ed by releasing additional 
209 machines to help.

 However, INEC said the 
209 registration machines 
were deployed mainly to the 
five South Eastern states, 
Lagos and Kano where the 
pressure is most acute. Ac-
cording to a statement by 
the National Commissioner 
in charge of  INEC Publicity 
and Chairman Voter Educa-
tion, Festus Okoye said that 
the release of  the machines 
was to address the sudden 
surge. 

However, Chinekezi while 

speaking in Aba, applauded 
INEC for extending the regis-
tration deadline and increas-
ing the number of  registration 
machines in use in Lagos, 
Kano, and the five South-
East states, but stressed that 
209 machines shared among 
179 local governments of  
Lagos, Kano and South-East 
were inadequate to ease the 
registration process. 

Chinekezi further asked 
the electoral umpire to add 
more machines and registra-
tion points in the South East 
to ensure the persons coming 
for registration are not frus-
trated into withdrawal.

NUC approves Enugu Medical and 
Applied Sciences Varsity 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
he National Univer-
sities Commission 
(NUC) has granted 

license to Enugu State Gov-
ernment recognising the 
establishment of  the State 
University of  Medical and 
Applied Sciences (SUMAS), 
Igbo-Eno, Enugu State. 

The license issued to Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  
Enugu State, at NUC head-
quarters, Abuja, was sequel 
to the enactment of  the State 
University of  Medical and 
Applied Sciences (SUMAS), 
Law, Igbo-Eno, Enugu State, 
on April 13, 2022.

Presenting the license, the 
Executive Secretary, NUC, 
Prof. Abubakar Adamu 
Rasheed, congratulated Gov-
ernor Ugwuanyi and the 
people of  the state “on the es-
tablishment of  the State Uni-
versity of  Medical and Ap-
plied Sciences to be located 
in Igbo-Eno of  Enugu State.” 

The Law establishing SU-
MAS was presented to NUC 
by Enugu State government 
alongside the Academic brief  
and Master Plan of  the new 
University. The License rec-

ognized SUMAS as the sec-
ond Enugu State owned Uni-
versity.   With the final stage 
of  granting the license, Enugu 
State will now have a brand 
new, full-fledged, State-owned 
University of  Medical and 
Applied Sciences (SUMAS), 
Igbo-Eno, Enugu State. 

SUMAS, Igbo-Eno has be-
come the 59th State Univer-
sity in Nigeria. Enugu State 
with two State-owned Uni-
versities has now joined the 
league of  states with more 
than one state University.  

Reacting, the Deputy Chief  
of  Staff, Government House, 
Enugu, Prof. Malachy Ok-
wueze, who witnessed the 
presentation of  the license to 
Ugwuanyi at the NUC head-
quarters, Abuja, said: “We 
can’t thank the Governor If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State enough for achieving 
this goal of  providing the plat-
form for increased access to 
quality university education 
for our teeming youths who 
struggle year after year to gain 
admission into the university 
without fulfilling their desires 
and  dreams for university 
education”. According to 
him “This is especially so for 
professional courses such as 

medicine. The existing Enugu 
State University of  Science 
and Technology (ESUT) get 
over 2, 000 applications from 
our youths to study medicine 
but only a paltry 50  appli-
cants (candidates) are offered 
access to study medicine at 
the end.  

“Even the University of  
Nigeria Nsukka (UNN), the 
Federal University in Enugu 
State, offers only about 180 
candidates admission into 
medicine leaving the dreams 
of  thousands of  our youths to 
study the course dashed year 
after year. 

“This is despite the deficit 
in the number of  medical doc-
tors and nurses required to op-
timize medical and healthcare 
for our people”.

Expressing the joy of  the 
people of  Enugu State over 
the feat recorded by Gov. 
Ugwuanyi’s administration, 
Prof. Okwueze disclosed 
that the state government 
has made provision for sus-
tainable funding of  the new 
University.  He added that 
“the stage is getting set for 
the handover and the official 
commissioning of  the flyover 
bridge at the popular T-Junc-
tion, Nike Lake Road, Enu-
gu.

Uturu women demand closure 
of Lokpanta Cattle Market

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

O
ver 1000 women from 
the communities of  
Uturu, Isiukwuato 

LGA of  Abia State on Sat-
urday, embarked on a protest 
against incessant kidnappings 
in their localities. They ac-
cused Fulani bandits of  ter-
rorising the university com-
munity through kidnappings, 
rape, ransom taking, armed 
robbery and other evil activi-
ties.

Marching from Uturu to 
Okigwe town, they cried out 
that alleged Fulani  bandits 
have taken over their lands 
and bushes. To end the men-
ace, the Uturu women de-
manded immediate closure 
of  Lokpanta cattle market, 
Umuchieze in Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia State.  The 
women who held placards, 
fresh leafs and singing protest 

songs, decried  high level of  
criminality which they said, 
are  being perpetrated by 
Fulani bandits who take off  
from Lokpanta cattle market 
and other surrounding bush-
es. The protesters lamented 
that their lands, farms, roads 
etc have been turned to crime 
zone by the criminals, point-
ing out that Ihube junction 
before Abia State University 
and other flashpoints along 
Okigwe- Uturu-Afikpo road 
have become danger zones 
where the Fulani bandits 
allegedly carry out their ac-
tivities. The women who 
quaried the relevance of  secu-
rity agencies along the road, 
regretted that no suspect has 
been shot, arrested or parad-
ed by the security agencies .

They added that Ihube 
junction of  the Okigwe- 

He said, “If  we must 
achieve anything in this elec-
tion preparation time, we 
need to do things differently.

“INEC some days ago 
announced the release of  
209 registration machines 
to be given to jumbo states 
of  Kano, Lagos and the five 
South-East States. 

“The South-East has 95 lo-
cal government areas densely 
populated and intense with 
political activities and INEC 
has received reports that in 
the South East LGAs, there 
are only one or two machines 
to register people. 

“This is frustrating to po-
tential voters especially those 
in the rural areas without 
access to the online regis-
tration platform because it 
keeps them in the queue all 
day long only to be asked to 

return the next day.
“And at the end, nobody 

explains why they have to 
stay online all day long and 
be told to return the follow-
ing day. 

“If  INEC does not change 
this trend, all the positive 
achievements of  INEC will 
only turn around to look like 
a deliberate earlier rigging 
of  an election that will take 
place one year ahead.” 

Chinekezi said INEC 
should remove the self-im-
posed clogs on the registra-
tion processes to ensure more 
persons are registered and no 
one is disenfranchised. He 
said that INEC has not also 
been making adequate efforts 
to give registered Nigerians 
their PVC hence the high 
number of  unclaimed PVCs. 

Chinekezi said Nigeria 

cannot pretend to be building 
a nation if  Nigerians con-
tinue to be treated as if  their 
interest does not matter by 
INEC. 

He said that over 65 per 
cent of  registered Nigerians 
do not have their PVC hence 
the nation kept recording 
comparatively low turnout in 
past elections.

 “If  INEC does not change 
its operational style in this 
election season, the World 
cannot fathom what will hap-
pen to Nigeria and Nigeri-
ans themselves after the next 
election”, he said. Chinekezi 
called on INEC to investigate 
the reported registration of  
underage persons in some 
parts of  the country noting 
that unless INEC sorted this 
problem, such could mar the 
2023 elections.

ABSU road is not far from 
Army and Police checkpoints 
and wondered why the kid-
nappers still reign supreme in 
Uturu and environs, despite 
assurances by Abia State gov-
ernment and security heads 
of  security agencies.

The women called on Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu to set 
up a special security commit-
tee on Isiukwuato LGA to 
arrest the worsening security 
crises in Uturu and parts of  
Isiukwuato LGA. 

According to them, eco-
nomic activities in Uturu has 
been affected grossly by high 
level of  crimes as students, 
lecturers, non-academic staff  
and even natives of  Uturu 
are now afraid to operate on 
the deadly Uturu to Okigwe- 
road for the fear of  the ban-
dits. 

H
uman rights activist, 
Omoyele Sowore has 
accused Ekiti State 

Governor, Kayode Fayemi, 
and other members of  the 
ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) of  destroying the 
principles of  democracy with 
vote-buying during the Ekiti 
governorship election on Sat-
urday.

Sowore, who is the presi-
dential candidate of  the Afri-
can Action Congress (AAC), 
on Sunday said Fayemi who 
paraded himself  as a ‘pro-
democracy’ activist was the 

Governor Umahi felicitates 
with men on Fathers’ Day
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi state 
has felicitated all 

men in the State and the na-
tion at large on this year’s 
Father’s day celebration. 

Umahi in a statement is-
sued by his special Assistant 
on Strategy Chooks Oko 
noted that being a father is 
a blessing from above and 
the performance of  the as-
sociated duties a divine call-
ing  and enjoined God to 
strengthen his children to 
give their best, always.

 Engr. Umahi particularly 

salutes the men of  Ebonyi 
state for their strong show of  
character, honesty and trust-
worthiness at all times and 
prayed God to keep bless-
ing them as they struggle 
daily to give their families a 
unique identity promising to 
always make them proud at 
all times.

 He hopes the day will af-
ford many the opportunity 
to commune with God and 
resolve to do good at all 
times.

  He called for moderate 
celebrations and a complete 
alignment with the ideals 
of  peaceful coexistence and 
good neighborliness.

...Want Ikpeazu to set up committee against kidnappings in Uturu

Ekiti Election: Governor Fayemi, other APC members 
destroyed democracy with paper money - Sowore

mastermind of  vote-buying 
that led to the massive victory 
recorded by the APC in the 
election. 

He tweeted, “Gov. @
kfayemi of  the All Progres-
sives Congress @Official-
APCNg made his name as a 
“pro democracy” activist, by 
yesterday he and other mem-
bers of  his party destroyed 
“Democracy” with paper 
money! #WeCantContinue-
LikeThis.”

SaharaReporters earlier re-
ported that the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-

sion declared the candidate 
of  the APC, Biodun Oyeban-
ji, as the winner of  the gover-
norship election.

The Returning Officer 
for the election, Prof  Kay-
ode Adebowale, who is the 
Vice-Chancellor of  the Uni-
versity of  Ibadan, announced 
the results.

Adebowale said, “Oyeban-
ji, having scored the highest 
number of  votes is hereby 
declared the winner and re-
turned elected as the gover-
nor-elect of  Ekiti State.”

The APC scored 187,057 

votes to defeat its closest ri-
val, the SDP, which garnered 
82,211 votes, the PDP, which 
got 67,457 votes and 13 other 
parties which participated in 
Saturday’s governorship elec-
tion.

Out of  the 360,753 votes 
cast, the total valid votes in 
the election were 351,865.

While the agent of  SDP, 
Owoseeni Ajayi, did not sign 
the forms for the votes cast, 
the agent of  the ADP, said, 
“Instead of  having polling 
centres, what we have in Ekiti 
are vote-buying centres”.



Rector warns Oko Poly matriculants on social vices 

News

Imo Police arrest stepmother of chained, 
padlocked child in viral video
By Grace Ofurum

D
uring the  
weekend the 
video of  chil-
dren been mal-

treated by their step moth-
er went viral. The video 
displayed child abuse and 
was captured by a good 
spirited individual resid-
ing at World Bank Owerri, 
Imo State. The Division-
al Police Officer (DPO) 
in charge of  New Owerri 
Divisional Police Head-
quarters Owerri, Imo state 
on getting the report mobi-
lized a team of  policemen 
including the officer In 
charge of  Juvenile Welfare 
Center (JWC) to the scene 
at World Bank area.  Ac -
cording to a statement by 
the police,

“On arrival the police 
operatives went into the 
identified house where 
they found a malnour-
ished child, later identified 
as Kelechi Nwosu, age 7 
years, in an uncompleted 
security post, his two legs 
chained and locked with 
two padlocks. The child 
was immediately rescued 

alongside two other chil-
dren-Destiny Nwosu age 
11 years and Chinemerie 
Nwosu age 9 years all look-
ing unkempt and malnour-
ished”. 

“Further investigation 
revealed that  the child was 
chained by his step mother, 
Mrs. Victoria Nwosu, 26 
years and father of  the three 
children, Mr. Chimezie 
Nwosu, age 30 years could 
not caution or intervene in 
the  maltreatment of  the 
child.” 

It was also gathered that, 
the three rescued children 
were left by Mr Victor 
Nwosu’s estranged wife. 

According to the police, 
the children were imme-
diately rushed to a nearby 
government hospital where 
they were treated and dis-
charged. However, they 
were later handed over to a 
government recognized Or-
phanage Home where they 
will be well taken care of  
pending when their mother 
is located. 

Meanwhile, the two sus-
pects are presently in police 
custody undergoing inter-
rogation and they will be 
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The Governor of  Imo State and visitor to the University, His Excellency, Senator Hope Uzodimma was represented by the 
Deputy Governor of  the state, Professor Placid Njoku during the matriculation ceremony of  the university.

Anambra State govt bans dropping 
of refuse on roads
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra state 
g o v e r n m e n t  ,
through its Waste 

Management Agency, 
ASWAMA, has placed 
immediate ban on the irre-
sponsible habit of  dropping 
bagged refuse on pavement 
and middle of  the road 
across the markets and 
neighborhoods in the state.

This was disclosed by 
the newly appointed MD/
CEO Anambra State 
Waste Management Agen-
cy, ASWAMA, Chief  Sir 
Ifeanyi Mike Ifeanyi Ozo-
emena, Nzeakonobi, dur-
ing a meeting of  Market 
Leaders and Chairmen of  
all the 33 villages in Awka 
at his office in Government 
House Awka, on Saturday, 
June 18.

Chief  Ozoemena regret-
ted that such indiscrim-
inate dropping of  refuse 
has defaced the aesthetic 
of  the state, warning that, 
henceforth, whosoever that 
is caught will be prosecut-
ed accordingly, he stated 
this while appealing for 
support.

In his remarks, the Depu-
ty Chief  of  Staff  and Chief  

Protocol of  the State, Mr 
Chinedu Nwoye, Glamour, 
urged the market leaders 
and village heads to sup-
port the new MD, while 
appealing for more recep-
tacles in desired locations 
across the state.

In her address, the for-
mer MD of  the agency, 
Mrs Njideke Oraedum, ap-
pealed to everyone to assist 
the government in order for 
the government to serve 
better. She further request-
ed for more refuse disposal 

equipments to be allocated 
to the markets. 

Others, who made con-
tributions during the well 
attended meeting, include: 
Chairman of  Eke Awka 
Market, Ozo Jude Agu-
madu, Baby Awka, and 
Chairman Umudioka 
Youths, Hon CC Uzoh, 
spoke on the readiness of  
Awka indigens to support 
the government and assist 
her in information dis-
semination on responsible 
waste disposal habits.

Police confirms killing of 4
gunmen in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Police Command has 
confirmed the killing 

of  four gunmen at Ihiala 
local government area of  
the state. The Command’s 
spokesperson, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, who disclosed 
this in a statement he made 
available to News Echo in 
Onitsha, on Saturday, said 
the four gunmen includ-
ing  one Innocent Obieke 
also known as Double 
Lion who has been in Po-
lice wanted list and three 
others, were killed during 
a clash that ensure between 
two criminal gangs.

According to the state-
ment; The Anambra State 
Police Command has re-
inforced Ihiala local gov-
ernment area of  the state 
and its environs following 

a trending video of  SUV’s 
and Hilux vehicles carry-
ing young men that are 
welding arms to yet uni-
dentified location.

Information from eye-
witness account shows 
that violent clash ensued 
between two criminal 
gangs and further details 
confirmed the killing of  
one Innocent Obieke also 
known as Double Lion and 
three others.

And that Double Lion 
has been on police wanted 
list and has featured in at-
tacks on police formations, 
military locations and oth-
er government infrastruc-
ture.

Meanwhile, Police patrol 
is ongoing in the area and 
the situation is being mon-
itored.

Although, informa-
tion from the grapevine 
has it that hoodlums had 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Rector, Federal 
Polytechnic, Oko, 
in Anambra State, 

Dr Francisca Nwafulugo 
has charged students of  the 
institution to be worthy in 
character and learning so 
as to uphold the values of  
the school, stating that the 
polytechnic has zero toler-
ance for cultism, prostitu-
tion and allied social vices.

Dr Nwafulugo gave the 
charge at the 38th ma-
triculation ceremony of  
the institution held at the 

charged to court as soon as 
investigation is concluded, 
the statement reads.

News Echo also gathered 
that the state FIDA chair-
person. Mrs Ndidi Anike 
and other Non governmen-
tal agencies are on top of  
the matter to ensure that 
justice is done for the sake 
of  the abused underage 

combed Ihiala threatening 
that no burials or marriage 
ceremonies would be con-
ducted in the area except 
they were ‘settled’.

But an eye witness in 
the area, account that the 
killings was as a result of  
the confrontation between 
members of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra, IPOB, 
and gunmen at the Council 
Area.

According to the eye wit-
ness who saw the Hilux 
van carrying the bodies 
of  the gunmen out of  the 
town said people hailed the 
IPOB operatives who were 
shooting in the air as they 
drove towards the Onit-
sha-Owerri expressway.

The eye witness said: “It 
is true. The incident hap-
pened at Akwa village in 
Ihiala during a clash be-
tween IPOB and unknown 
gunmen.

“The gunmen have a 
camp at a place called 
Oseakwa from where they 
have been terrorizing Ihi-
ala, Okija, Uli and other 
neighbouring communi-
ties.

 “For some time, the gun-
men have been disrupting 
burials and demanding to 
be settled before any cere-
mony is organized. They 
are also the group that has 
been kidnapping people 
and snatching cars.

“On June 17, IPOB 
swooped on the gunmen 
in their camp and five peo-
ple were killed during the 
shootout. IPOB operatives 
loaded the corpses in a Hi-
lux van and paraded them 
around the villages.”

school’s permanent site, on 
Saturday.

Nwafulugo expressed 
delight that the new stu-
dents made the school their 
choice, assuring them that 
her administration had 
never compromised on ex-
cellence and quality.

Describing the institution 
as a citadel of  academic 
excellence that had weath-
ered the storm through 
creativity and innovation, 
the rector noted that the 
polytechnic’s dexterity in 
the art of  re-invention and 
re-tooling had engendered 
a revolutionary and trans-

formational education sys-
tem which had made the 
school a competitive insti-
tution of  learning.

She reminded the stu-
dents that the school had 
zero tolerance for cultism, 
examination malpractice, 
prostitution and other so-
cial vices that could mar 
their future, urging them 
to study hard in order to 
transform their lives, that 
of  their families and socie-
ty at large.

The matriculants were 
introduced by the respec-
tive deans of  schools , after 
which they were admitted 

officially by the Rector Dr 
Nwafulugo haven been pre-
sented by the Deputy Rec-
tor, Academics, Mr Uche 
Onyegbu.

The Acting Registrar of  
the institution, Mrs Ifeoma 
Ezeokoli administered the 
oath of  loyalty on the ma-
triculants.

Some of  the matricu-
lants, Miss Dorothy Orji 
and Chimdalu Okoye said 
they were happy to be given 
opportunity to study in the 
institution, and promised 
to abide by the rules and 
regulations of  the polytech-
nic.
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Editorial

unday, June 19, 2022, was a 

Shistorical  day observed as 
Father's Day all over the world. 

The celebration is a reflection of what 
fathers have contributed to the 
development of the family and its 
individual members, especially the 
wives and the children.

It is also a day, when fathers 
worldwide are honoured for their 
contributions to the upkeep of the 
family and as well to distinguish 
fathers who are single parents. It is a 
day when the relevance of fatherhood 
and paternal bond of the man, known 
as the pillar of the family, is well 
appreciated.

T h e  d a y  i s  c e l e b r a t e d 
internationally around the 3rdSunday 
in the month of June. For the year 
2022, it falls on Sunday, June 19, 2022. 
As we celebrate the 2022 father's day, it 
is imperative to note that, it is a day to 
celebrate the man whose influence in 
our  individual  l ives  cannot  be 
measured. This man doesn't have to be 
your biological father, it could be a man 
you is perceive as a father figure or 
mentor in your life.

Though, various accounts have been 
given on the origin of the father's day 
but an account that seems most widely 
accepted is that Father's Day first came 
to Mrs. John Dodd as she sat listening 
to a mother's day sermon in 1909. Her 
father William Smart had raised his six 
ch i ldren  a lone  on  h is  far m in 
Washington after his wife died giving 
birth to the sixth child. Mrs. Dodd 
proposed to the Spokane Ministerial 
Association and the Young Men 
Christian Association (YMCA) that 
they celebrate a “Father's Day”.

She chose June 5, because it was her 
father's  bir thday, but the good 
ministers of Spokane asked that the day 
be changed to give them extra time to 
prepare sermons on the unexplored 
subject of father's and incidentally 
third Sunday in the month of June was 
chosen to celebrate it every year. 
Accordingly, Father's Day celebration 
was first observed in Washington in 
1910 then South African, Britain, 
among others.

It could also be added that in 1972 
President Richard Nixon signed a law 
declaring that Father's  Day be 
celebrated yearly on the third Sunday in 
June.  Interestingly,  this  year's 
celebration fell today, June 19 and is 

being celebrated in the Anglican 
Church world over. At this celebration, 
it is in honour of  our father's, 
therefore, their wives and children are 
to accord them such honour and 
respect, as they deserve. 

The importance of fatherhood in 
the family, society, and the nation can 
never be over-emphasised. As heads of 
their various homes, fathers would 
continue to chart the right way for their 
family to thread. Aside from providing 
for the needs of his immediate family, 
any responsible father should be able to 
defend his family from any form of 
aggression and danger.

It is also reasonable to note that care 
and love from wives and children will 
go a long way in adding joy and 
elongating the lives of fathers.

On how the fathers have fared in 
Nigeria's decaying socio-economic 
circumstances, some men when faced 
with challenges resort to crime instead 
of seeking the wisdom of God. They 
rather resort to pitiable and immoral 
actions and reactions. Cases abound in 
the country where fathers engage in 
shameful and unimaginable activities, 
unworthy of a father. 

Despite the breakdown in the value 
system in our country presently, there 
are still some fathers who are living in 
dignity and concern for their families 
and humanity in general. The role of a 
good father deserving an honour in 
today's society is to create in his 
children, morals that would guide 
them into becoming great minds that 
would add value to the society. A great 
father is one that will resolve before 
God to take full responsibility for 
himself, his wife and his children. 

In the present day society, there is an 
unhealthy rise in social vices among 
youths that can be traced to fathers' 
absence in the training of their children 
right from infancy. As a result of this, 
many women have been made to 
become single mothers and solely 
nurturing their  children which 
unhealthy because it takes both 
parental attention to bring up properly. 

Sincerely, a father should be a 
shoulder upon which every member of 
the  family  should r un to.  We, 
therefore, pray that fathers will live in 
accordance with the purpose of God 
for all fathers.

Happy Father's Day to you all 
fathers.

Trading on essentials
of Fathers’ Day
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Significance and implications of
Tinubu’s courtesy visit to Uzodimma
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By Ogubundu Nwadike

O
n Friday, June 17, 
2022, the brand new 
presidential candidate 
of  the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) in the February 
2023 general elections, His Ex-
cellency, Asiwaju Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu, paid a courtesy visit to 
the Executive Governor of  Imo 
State, His Excellency, Distin-
guished Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma.

The visit, which was at the 
Imo State Government House 
in the Federal Capital Territory, 
Abuja, saw both leaders, togeth-
er with some leaders of  APC in 
Imo State and Southeast Zone, 
exchanging pleasantries over the 
successful Special Presidential 
Primary Election Convention, 
that produced Asiwaju Tinubu 
as the Presidential flag bearer of  
APC.

In many salient ways, the vis-
it has further defined how APC 
at the national level regards the 
place and roles of  Governor 
Uzodimma in the party, and in 
their decision-making, decisions, 
actions and activities. It’s a very 
good visit with imirimious signif-
icances and implications. 

It’s unarguable that Imo State 
is the strongest foothold of  APC 
in the Southeast geopolitical 
zone. And evidently, the party’s 
fortune in the zone has been wit-
nessing rapid increases in all of  
the five states in the zone, viz 
Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu 
and Imo, since Governor Uzod-

imma assumed office as the gov-
ernor of  the Imo State. 

Furthermore, Governor Uzo-
dimma has proved to be a very 
good party man, whose humility, 
discipline and loyalty has contin-
ually passed the integrity test of  
the party, as he accepts all activi-
ties of  the party that are assigned 
to him, from time to time, and 
delivers creditable performances 
in all cases. 

The visit, therefore, can be 
qualified as a mark of  honour to 
one APC’s most active and very 
loyal leaders, in recognition of  
his very visible committed ser-
vice to the party and to the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria. 

In his brief speech, the viva-
cious august distinguished visi-
tor and National Leader of  APC 
said: “We came to appreciate 
you for the democratic conduct 
of  the 2022 APC Presidential 
Primaries, which produced me 
as the winner and candidate, of  
which you served well as Chair-
man of  the Convention Commit-
tee”.

“My government has the re-
solve to achieve an all-round de-
velopment of  the nation, includ-
ing the South Eastern region. I, 
therefore, appeal to Igbo to lend 
us their support, so we can work 
fully with the region among oth-
ers.”

In his response, Governor 
Uzodimma said: “We quite ap-
preciate your recognition of  the 
contributions of  Igbos in the 
scheme of  national politics and 
the Nigerian federation. We will 

appeal for you to build unifying 
bridges across the nation. You 
can be assured of  the support of  
our region”.

Expectedly, as hinted above, 
the visit has some positive signif-
icance and some implications. It 
established that fact that the can-
didate is a very experienced polit-
ical player, who understands the 
need to leave his royal palace to 
visit consequential stakeholders 
that played one role or another 
to make the Special Convention 
a success.

And Asiwaju Tinubu recog-
nizing Governor Uzodimma as 
the Chairman of  the Convention 
Committee is significant and im-

plies that the candidate is careful 
and alert to the principles of  first 
things first. The visit was a mark 
of  regard and respect to whom 
regard and respect is due. It was 
a masterstroke decision by the 
candidate. The future looks very 
bright for him and his party. 

Then, the visit is also signifi-
cant because it showed that after 
any primary election by a party, 
real politicians, both winners 
and losers, put the intrigues of  
the election behind them, close 
ranks and regroup to collective-
ly till ideas and marshall out 
tactics and strategies to execute 
the general election in ways and 
manners that will earn the party 

votes, victory and success in the 
election.

With the executive visit, both 
the candidate and his host have 
sealed a sort of  memorandum of  
understanding for concerted ef-
forts to win the 2023 presidential 
election. Old things have passed 
away and behold all things have 
become new! Forward ever, 
backwards never! 

As highlighted in their respec-
tive speeches, Asiwaju Tinubu 
seized the occasion of  the visit 
to declare his resolve to partner 
and work with the Southeast ge-
opolitical zone for the develop-
ment of  the zone and Nigeria as 
a whole.

Similarly, Governor Uzodim-
ma’s assurance to his guest of  co-
operation and collaboration by 
the Southeast geopolitical zone 
both during and after the general 
elections is very significant.

The implications include that 
the balls are now in the courts 
of  both the Presidential candi-
date and the leaders and people 
of  Imo State in particular and 
the Southeast geopolitical zone 
in general to fulfill their mutual 
promises to each other.

Ceteris peribus, the ground is 
being set for the ruling APC to 
retain Imo State and win more 
States in the zone, to pave way 
for the zone to play national 
politics away from the previous 
regional and sectional politics 
that kept the zone away from the 
mainstream politics of  Nigeria, 
with sad and unfortunate conse-
quences.

Asiwaju Tinubu seized the occasion 
of the visit  to declare his resolve to 

partner and work with 
the Southeast geopolitical zone for the 

development of the zone and Nigeria as a 
whole. Similarly, Governor Uzodimma’s
 assurance to his guest of cooperation and

 collaboration by the Southeast geopolitical
 zone both during and after the general 

elections is very significant. The implications 
include that the balls are now in the courts 
of both the Presidential candidate and the

 leaders and people of Imo State in particular 
and the Southeast geopolitical zone in general 
to fulfill their mutual promises to each other.

“

Governor Uzodimma welcoming Ahmed Tinubu at the Governors’ Lodge, Abuja.
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Catholic faithful banned from Mbaka’s
Adoration Ministry  
Chuma Austin, Enugu and
Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

B
ishop Callistus Onaga 
of  the Enugu Catholic 
Diocese has clamped 
down on Adoration 

Ministry, Enugu led by Rev 
Fr Ejike Mbaka, banning all 
Catholic faithful from attending 
the holy ground. 

This is coming on the heels of  
the recent speech by the man of  
God who described Peter Obi, 
the Labour Party’s Presidential 
Candidate as being stingy.

Mbaka has long apologized 
insisting that he didn’t mean 
to malign the former governor. 
But the hammer of  the Bishop 
still fell on the fiery priest who 
has been having a running bat-
tle with the Bishop.

Bishop’s statement reads in 
part: “In the light of  the hap-
penings in the Catholic Adora-
tion Ministry Chaplaincy Enu-
gu: capable of  undermining the 
Catholic faith and teachings; 
and after several fraternal cor-
rections and admonitions to 
Fr. Camillus Ejike Mbaka, the 
Chaplain of  the Ministry. 

“And after having given him 
pastoral directives and guide-
lines for the Ministry Chap-
laincy, which he persistently 
violated; and in fulfillment of  
my pastoral duties as the Chief  
Shepherd with the obligation 
to promote and safeguard the 
Catholic faith and morals in 
Enugu Diocese, I hereby prohib-
it all Catholics (clergy, religious 
and lay faithful) henceforth 
from attending all religious and 
liturgical activities of  the Ado-
ration Ministry until the due ca-
nonical process initiated by the 
Diocese is concluded.

 “My decision is based on the 
fact that some of  the teachings 
and utterances of  Fr Camil-
lus Ejike Mbaka at the Catho-
lic Adoration Ministry are 
not consistent with the teach-
ings and faith of  the Catholic 
Church. “I enjoin all the Chris-
tian Faithful to keep praying for 
Fr. Mbaka and the Catholic Di-
ocese of  Enugu as I entrust him 
and the Diocese to the maternal 
carç thee and protection of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of  
the Apostles.

Meanwhile, a group, Mmezi 
Obodo, has lambasted Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu of  Abia North 
and Rev Fr Ejike Mbaka of  Ad-
oration Ministry for the recent 
statements they made concern-
ing the 2023 presidential elec-
tion.

While Kalu reportedly en-
dorsed a Muslim/Muslim pres-

identially joint ticket during an 
interview, Mbaka predicted that 
Peter Obi, the Labour Party’s 
presidential candidate will be 
defeated in next year’s political 
battle.

Mbaka hinged his reasons on 
Obi’s alleged stinginess.

But reacting to Kalu and Mba-
ka’s statements, the Pro-Igbo 
group, Mmezi Obodo described 
the two men as big embarrass-
ment to the Igbo nation.

The group’s Chairman, Chief  
Sullivan Uwandu who spoke to 
Journalists in Umudike, Ikwua-
no LGA of  Abia State, said no 
right thinking South Easterner 
would allow himself  to be used 
to sabotage the collective inter-
ests and survival of  the people.

He described Mr Peter Obi 
as the best material to lead Ni-
geria among other presidential 
candidates, based on available 
records of  his performance in 
governance and business.

Chief  Uwandu also took a 
swipe at  South East delegates 
who refused to give their votes 
for their brother but decided to 
trade them to highest bidders 
during the recent presidential 
primary elections of  PDP and 
APC, describing such delegates 
as “traders without honour”.

 “It is shameful that a former 
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Governor Orji Uzor Kalu who 
is now a Senate principle officer 
would be opening his mouth to 
release uncouth and embarrass-
ing words about his own people.

This is the same man who 
told us some years ago that his 
party APC would give power to 
Ndigbo in 2023.”

 “Now, he is rooting for Mus-
lim/Muslim leaders for  Aso 
Rock  in 2023,  and you wonder 
if  he truly loves his people. We 
know the sensitivity of  allowing 
people from the same religion 
to lead the country, even at this 
period when people are being 
killed inside church and others 
killed for allegedly committing 

blasphemy.”
 “Before APC primary, Kalu 

also embarrassed us by declar-
ing his readiness to become a 
floor sweeper inside Aso Rock, 
should Ahmad Lawan win the 
primary. Now that Tinubu has 
emerged, Kalu has  changed his 
story, to accommodate his per-
sonal political interests above 
popular and acceptable opin-
ions” the Mmezi Obodo Chair-
man frowned.

On Rev. Fr. Ejike Mbaka’s 
outburst against Mr Peter Obi, 
Chief  Uwandu advised Fr Mba-
ka to face his priestly calling or 
join active politics, rather than 
embroil himself  in frequent 

controversy.
He recalled how Mbaka, 

through his 2015 messages, sup-
ported the campaigns of  anoth-
er party against Dr. Goodluck 
Jonathan.

“Jonathan was called a weak 
man but today, we have seen 
where we  landed after seven 
years. 

“Insecurity, hunger, unem-
ployment, inflation or do we 
talk about ASUU strike and yet 
somebody is out there trying to 
mislead the people again.”

The group said there is no 
truth to the claims that Peter 
Obi was stingy while in office as 
Governor.

 “A man who did not owe 
workers, a man who did not owe 
pensioners, a man who attract-
ed investors and built verifiable 
infrastructure. People like Mba-
ka expected Obi to spend mon-
ey on frivolities or throw money 
around at campaign grounds. 
Those are not the qualities Obi 
is cut out for”.

“We are disappointed that a 
supposed man of  God is leading 
campaigns of  calumny against 
his own brother”

He urged Nigerians to safe-
guard their future by obtaining 
and utilising their permanent 
voter’s cards in 2023.

Fr. Mbaka  Pe  t e r     O bi

… Mbaka, Orji Kalu’s utterances embarrassing to Ndi Igbo, says group

On Rev. Fr. Ejike Mbaka’s outburst against 
Mr. Peter Obi, Chief Uwandu advised
 Fr Mbaka to face his priestly calling 

or join active politics, rather than embroil
 himself in frequent controversy. He 

recalled how Mbaka, through his 2015 
messages, supported the campaigns of

 another party against Dr. Goodluck Jonathan. 
Jonathan was called a weak man but today, 

we have seen where we  landed after seven years.
 Insecurity, hunger, unemployment, inflation or 

do we talk about ASUU strike and yet
 somebody is out there trying to mislead the 

people again

“



h e n e v e r  t h e  

WA c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
U n i o n  o f  

Universities (ASUU) calls off  its 
strike, we all begin to countdown 
to the next. That is because we 
know the government will fail to 
commit to the agreement, and 
ASUU will always be ASUU. 
Everyone is fed up with this 
fruitless cycle, and it is time for 
the union to renew its tactics. 
ASUU wants to renegotiate the 
2009 agreement – which was 
built on a 2001 agreement – and 
it is an excellent idea. 

The union should begin to 
study an agreement that will 
ultimately reform the university 
sector. A reform that will relieve 
the government of  its university 
financial and bureaucratic 
burdens should be a deal that is 
too good to refuse. The 
agreement should not create an 
avenue to increase student 
tuition fees. However, it should 
be a deal in which academic 
staff  receive competitive wages 
similar to their colleagues 
e m p l o y e d  b y  p r i v a t e  
universities.

Based on recent global 
advances, reforms are necessary 
for a thriving university system 
to succeed. For this reform to 
work,  ASUU must work 
alongside university leaders, 
student unions, government 
a g e n c i e s  a n d  s e a s o n e d  
professionals from a specific 
discipline to design a feasible 
proposal. Therefore, as ASUU 
renegotiate the FGN-ASUU 
2009 agreement, they should 
propose the following four 
autonomies as part of  higher 
education reform in the country.

F i r s t ,  A S U U  s h o u l d  
negotiate for full academic 
autonomy for  individual  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A c a d e m i c  
autonomy will reform Nigeria's 
education system. And it is vital 
for any university's success. 
Universities must be able to 
make decisions on academic 
matters, like quality assurance, 
a c a d e m i c  c o n t e n t ,  t h e  
introduction of  degree courses, 
the  teaching  ins t r uc t ion  
l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  
admissions. 

The quality assurance 
s y s t e m  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  
accountability tool, but the 
p r o c e s s  i s  t a x i n g  a n d  
bureaucratic. These include 
accreditation, programme 
evaluation and other forms of  
academic audits. Academics 
m a y  f r o w n  u p o n  t h e  
bureaucracy, especially non-
academics or external agencies 
like the national universities 
c o m m i s s i o n  ( N U C ) .  I n  

renegotiating, ASUU should 
recommend that individual 
institutions choose their quality 
assurance regimes and the 
appropriate  providers.  A 
f u n d a m e n t a l  a c a d e m i c  
autonomy is the capacity to plan 
and design the various course 
contents. Of  course, there is an 
exc e p t i o n  f o r  r e g u l a t e d  
professions like medicine, 
p h a r m a c y,  a r c h i t e c t u r e,  
accounting and general system 
e n g i n e e r i n g ,  f o r  w h i c h  
compliance with national 
legislation is mandatory.

Universities should agree to 
design and offer academic 
courses  wi thout  ou t s ide  
interference. They should be 
able to select the medium or 
language of  instructions they 
fee l  i s  appropr ia te.  The  
independence to choose a 
teaching language is essential in 
the context of  institutional 
internationalisation strategies. 
Another fundamental aspect of  
a  u n ive r s i t y ' s  a c a d e m i c  
autonomy is the freedom to 
specify overall student numbers 
and set admission criteria. The 
implication for study places is 
essential for the finances and 
profile of  an institution. The 
agreement will overlap with the 
functions of  the joint admissions 
and matriculations board 
(JAMB) which will be part of  
the restructuring. However, 
having the autonomy to decide 
on the number of  students will 
contribute meaningfully to 
certifying teaching excellence. It 
will also align student interest 
with the courses offered. 

If  the union successfully 
negotiates academic autonomy 
with the government and each 
univers i ty 's  management,  
universities will have the ability 
to pursue their specific mission 
flexibly. The agreement will also 
be able to attract international 
students and international 
research collaborations. They 
will compete with private 
universit ies and generate 
additional income for the 
institutions.

Secondly, ASUU should 
negotiate for staffing autonomy. 
I t  s e e m s  l i k e  F e d e r a l  
Universities have this autonomy, 
but in many cases, it is unclear. 
The proposal should also give 
each university autonomy to 
decide on issues related to 
human resources management. 
These include staff  salary levels, 
recruitments, dismissals and 
promotions.

Competing in a global 
higher education environment 
involves universities hiring 
academics and administrative 
staff  who are most suitable and 
qualified with little interference 

from external bodies. Such 
issues are common for State 
universities in Nigeria. Also, if  
universities can set their salary 
levels, attracting a competitive 
and excellent international 
workforce will be much easier. 

Un ive r s i t y  e m p l oye e s  
should not be considered civil 
servants. Staffing autonomy can 
enhance  an  ins t i tu t ion ' s  
independence in promoting and 
dismissing personnel. This 
autonomy gives universities a 
competit ive advantage in 
staffing issues. Achieving 
staffing autonomy will remove 
al l  the complications of  
potential crises with the federal 
government. Therefore, the 
union will find it more beneficial 
if  they negotiate within their 
ins t i tut ions  than with  a  
vacillating government. It will 
be good to clarify this autonomy 
to avoid issues such as academic 
professorial appointments or 
individual cases of  harassment.

Th i rd ,  ASUU shou ld  
n e g o t i a t e  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  
autonomy. It means universities 
should have the independence to 
decide on their  inter nal  
organisation, like decision-
making bodies, legal entities, 
internal academic structures, 
and executive leadership.

Fundamentally, university 
governing bodies consist of  
bodies like the senate, board of  
governors or a council. Some 
have a combination of  these 
bodies. These bodies form to 
agree on long-term strategic 
issues, like university policies, 
budget, and academic matters, 
including staff  promotions and 
curricula. It will be better not to 
have an external member in the 
governing bodies to universities 

h a v e  t h e i r  s a y  i n  t h e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  a c a d e m i c  
d e c i s i o n s .  I n d i v i d u a l  
universities should be free to 
create profit and not-for-profit 
legal entities. This autonomy 
will be directly linked to an 
ins t i tu t ion ' s  capac i ty  to  
determine and pursue its 
creative and strategic path. 
ASUU should also negotiate 
legal guidelines for universities 
to independently decide on the 
appointment of  their executive 
head, the length of  their term of  
office and grounds for dismissal. 
Universities can do without the 
N U C  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Assembly in their decision-
making bodies.

Fourth, it is in the union's 
interest to negotiate for financial 
autonomy. Achieving this will 
allow each university to freely 
decide on its internal financial 
affairs. 

With financial autonomy, 
each university will be free to 
keep a surplus and borrow 
money from the financial 
markets, facilitating long-term 
financial planning. Doing so 
will open up new private funding 
streams. The government will 
design financial sustainability 
measures for the sector to cap 
the borrowing abilities of  each 
institution and how much 
surplus it can keep as a reserve. 
Autonomy provides universities 
the flexibility they need to fulfil 
their diverse missions most 
s u i t a b l y.  A S U U  s h o u l d  
understand that not everything 
can be agreed upon at once. If, 
for example, the government 
disagrees with the freedom for 
universities to borrow money, 
they should understand that it 
will not be a constraint for full 

autonomy, as is evident in 
European  count r ie s  l ike  
Hungary, Norway, Portugal, 
Serbia, and Switzerland.

Since universities charge 
tuition fees, a significant 
percentage of  university budgets 
are covered. The tuition fees will 
not rise as other sources of  
income expand. Therefore, the 
freedom to open up new private 
funding streams of  investments 
is crucial in deciding on 
institutional strategies. A 
practical is the universities in the 
United Kingdom where about 
25% of  their income comes from 
home student fees. The rest 
comes from the higher fees paid 
by international students, 
government grants, charitable 
donations, and university 
investments. Contributions 
include research award funds. 
The ASUU university branches 
will negotiate their employee 
benefits internally, which will be 
competitive to allow employees 
to be more productive. These 
benefits will cover pension 
plans, healthcare, housing, and 
other vital benefits.

Finding agreement for 
financial autonomy will allow 
each institution to manage its 
resources independently. It will 
also enable an institution to 
design, set, and achieve its 
strategic goals. The negotiations 
should also allow public 
universities to continue to 
receive a proportion of  their 
funds from the government. To 
avoid any form of  duplicity, 
ASUU and the university 
management can negotiate an 
annual pre-allocated budget or 
b l o c k  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  
government funding as it is done 
worldwide. It could be done in 
value terms or as a percentage of  
fiscal expenditure.

These four autonomies can 
so lve  a l l  the  g r ievances  
presented by ASUU. The 
persistent strikes by ASUU for 
government to commit to 
consistent university funding, 
consider academic staffs' salary 
scale and promotions, pay 
arrears and allowances, etc., will 
only be read in history books. 
Most importantly, it should be 
an offer the next government 
will not decline.

Finally, some of  the leading 
Presidential candidates have 
exper ience  in  univers i ty  
education management. Two of  
them have  wri t ten  the i r  
manifestos  but  have not  
considered how they can 
address the lingering issues of  
the union. It will be an excellent 
opportunity to nudge them to 
adopt this deal.

 Dr Nasir Aminu – Senior 
Lecturer at Cardiff  Metropolitan 
University

Page 7Monday 20 - Tuesday 21 June, 2022  

Controversy
ASUU can snatch victory from the jaws
of defeat if they renegotiate their agreement 
By Dr Nasir Aminu
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Ifeanyi Ubah demands 5% of N700bn 
from FG for whistle blowing job 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra South 
Senatorial District, at 

National Assembly, Senator 
Ifeanyi Patrick Ubah, has said 
he will ask the Federal Gov-
ernment to pay his constitu-
ency five per cent of  N700bn 
alleged oil fraud he revealed 
to the government through a 
bill he sponsored that is now 
yielding that amount to Nige-
ria from that sector, annually.

He said his constituency 
was entitled to the five per 

cent commission for the whis-
tleblowing job he did in that 
respect through the bill.

He stated this on Sunday 
in an interactive session with 
some journalists in Awka, 
Anambra State.

Ubah, who is the National 
leader of  the Young Progres-
sives Party (YPP), said the bill 
in issue was signed by Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari 
while he (Buhari) was on his 
hospital bed in London, con-
sidering its importance.

He said that was the first 
time a Nigerian president was 
signing a bill into law outside 
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the shores of  the country, add-
ing that he would need to go 
back to senate in 2023 to con-
tinue what he called his good 
works.

He said since the existence 
of  Anambra South Senatorial 
zone, no senator from the area 
had done, in his first tenure, 
30 per cent of  what he had 
done in his term, stating that 
in no time he would unveil his 
scorecard to his constituency 
as a matter of  right to them.

He said, despite being spon-
sored to Senate by a ‘small 
political party’, the YPP had 
grown in leaps and bounds 

because of  tenacity of  pur-
pose, adding that the party 
had now two sitting House 
of  Assembly members from 
Oyi and Nnewi South as well 
as a former board of  trustees 
(BoT) member of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and others as mem-
bers.

He said, “Let me give you 
a few points. I will start with 
Nigeria and then come back 
to Anambra State and move 
down to Anambra South. 
Never in the history of  legis-
lation in Nigeria has any legis-
lator raised a motion that got 

Ohaji/Egbema Assembly seat:  Onyiriuka promises 
employment through agribusiness
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) candidate 
for Ohaji/ Egbema 

State Constituency in 2023 
election, Engr. Hon. Onyir-
iuka Stanley, has promised 
that if  elected he will create 
employment for the people 
through agribusiness in or-
der to reduce poverty, suf-
fering and insecurity, saying 
agriculture is very lucrative 
and should be prioritised by 
all persons.

He gave the assurance 
while addressing the people 
of  Ohaji/Egbema who felic-
itated with him on his birth-
day anniversary celebration 
held at Royal Grill Event 
Center, Owerri, last week.

He disclosed that he is 
an agribusinessman who 
has trained a lot of  persons 
especially those from Oha-
ji/Egbema in agribusiness 
who are doing well today 
and fending properly for 
themselves and families, af-
firming that there is need to 
“diversify the economy of  
the locality as oil will one 
day fade away. Hence, let us 

not depend wholly on oil. Oil 
politics has a lot of  negative 
challenges, but there is great 
prosperity in agriculture. 
Farming is lucrative. I’m go-
ing to engage our youths on 
meaningful ventures particu-
larly on agribusiness to cush-
ion poverty, suffering and 
violence which come as a 
result of  no payable or mean-
ingful employment”.

Noting that his motivation 
for seeking for the Assembly 
Seat is to have a more viable 
platform where he can effec-
tively meet social, political 
and economic interests of  
the people, Onyiriuka men-
tioned that he has the requi-
site experience having been 
tested and trusted in politics, 
governance, security, activ-
ism, education and entre-
preneurship like agribusiness 
to advance the course of  the 
people who he said are suf-
fering adversely given to mis-
placement of  priorities by 
those who control the affairs 
of  the locality, saying he will 
cement constituency briefing 
to give more room to listen to 
the people as to know their 
requests and thereby pres-

the president to sign outside 
the shores of  Nigeria.

“No president has ever 
signed a bill outside the shores 
of  Nigeria. I am the first sena-
tor that made that possible in 
the history of  Nigeria.

My motion and my bill to-
day is the highest bill that is 
giving Nigeria over N700bn 
annually. In fact, I can tell you 
today that in the 9th Senate, 
my bill today is responsible 
for the payment of  salaries to 
70 per cent of  Nigerian civil 
servants.

“As journalists, go and do 
your investigations. I raised a 
motion that brought about the 
bill for the Deep Offshore Act.

“This is an agreement be-
tween the Nigerian military 
regime and the international 
oil companies (IOCs) over the 
last 20 something years that 
enabled the upstream inves-
tors to drill Nigerian oil from 
the deep offshore.

“That agreement between 
Nigeria and international oil 
companies (IOCs) signed by 
the military regime has been 
like that and the agreement 
was that after 10 years, Nige-
ria will renegotiate. But since 
then, over 25 years, there has 
never been a renegotiation.

“They continued to milk 
Nigeria. And that constitutes 
close to 70 per cent of  Nige-
ria’s total oil production. And 
they have been making this 
money annually. I am not say-
ing N700 million. I said N700 
billion annually.

“In the next three or four 

weeks, I am going to write 
to the president and make it 
a national issue because by 
right, Nigerian government is 
supposed to be paying whis-
tleblowers five per cent to my 
senatorial district and I think 
that we should revisit it be-
cause nobody in the history 
of  Nigeria has given Nigeria 
this kind of  upliftment.

“It is something that has 
never been done in the history 
of  Nigeria. And immediately 
I raised the motion, it sparked 
international concerns and 
there was a lot of  pressure 
which made Mr President to 
sign it in his hospital bed in 
London and made it a law.

“No president has ever 
signed a bill outside the shores 
of  his country. My bill made 
Mr President to sign it and Ni-
geria is benefitting N700bn. If  
you have a legislator that just 
went for the first time and 
raised such a thing, I don’t 
know what title you will give 
him.

“You know, it is the Lord 
that doeth all these things. It 
is not by my own power. It is 
the grace God has given me; 
by the little knowledge I have 
in the industry. And that was 
the very first bill Mr President 
signed.

“I have given to Nigeria 
what belongs to Nigeria. I 
have also played a role as a 
politician by proving that a 
journey of  a million miles 
starts with a step, but a good 
one and contentment is the 
keyword.

ent them accordingly to the 
house for positive attention 
and consideration.

“We will unite our people 
for greater development, to 
always speak with one voice. 
So, my brothers and sisters, 
with my exposure in all as-
pects of  life coupled with 
experience I garnered so 
far while I was serving the 
people of  Ohaji/Egbema as 
Coordinator, Niger Delta Se-
curity Network, as  Secretary 
to the Local Government 
Council and as Councillor 
for Assa/Obile Ward, I will 
bring prosperity to our peo-
ple to make our place more 
better by changing the narra-
tives”, he assured.

On effective security, Ony-
iriuka told government to 
adopt orthodox method of  
security in Imo State by us-
ing well trained, sound edu-
cated indigenous people to 
secure their areas, stressing 
that “when I efficiently co-
ordinated Niger Delta Se-
curity Network was when 
I knew that there was need 
for Orthodox Security Sys-
tem in each of  the LGA in 
Imo State especially Ohaji/

Egbema who is prone to cri-
sis because where there is oil, 
there is tendency that any-
thing can happen at any time 
and the security anybody, vil-
lage, community, locality can 
give to themselves is the one 
they can provide. If  young 
men, able-bodied men can 
be trained on Orthodox Se-
curity, I think Ohaji/Egbema 
can be the most peaceful area 
in Imo State and beyond”.

Emphasising that “securi-
ty is the first thing we should 
talk about to secure the oil 
rich region with a view to 
attracting investors who are  
willing, ready to invest in 
our area, employ our people 
massively with good pay”, 
Onyiriuka believes that “res-
tiveness which unemploy-
ment causes would have 
been minimally reduced. 

In our GMoU which I 
know is well packaged with 
most oil companies our area 
would be critically devel-
oped if  it is well enforced...
We will unite our people, 
to speak with one voice, for 
solid development through 
infrastructures, education, 
commerce and industry”. 

Members of the Tipper Drivers Association blocked the River Niger Bridge on Saturday over an alleged 1,000 extortion by Naval 
of�cers stationed at the bridge in Onitsha,  Anambra State.

Okporo killings:  Imo vigilante not
responsible, says Government
  
T

he Imo State Govern-
ment has declared that 
the state controlled 

vigilante was not responsible 
for the recent killing of  three 
family members in Okpo-
ro, Orlu Local Government 
Area.

The Commissioner for In-
formation and Strategy, Hon 
Declan Emelumba in a state-
ment in Owerri condemned 
the allegation making the 
rounds that the vigilante car-
ried out the killing.

He said it was ironical that 
the vigilante being accused 
of  the killing actually took 
the wounded to the hospital 
when they were informed of  
the attack.

He described as unfor-
tunate and provocative the 
haste with which enemies of  
the state government rush to 
the press to level accusations 
against it to score cheap po-
litical points.

According to him, while 
it is only the police that can 
make a definite pronounce-
ment on the perpetrators of  
the crime at the conclusion 
of  exhaustive investigation, 

the imo vigilante was not re-
sponsible at all.

The vigilante operates 
under the law, infect they 
work under the supervision 
of  the police and there-
fore cannot engage in any 
extra judicial killings”, 
Emelumba submitted. 
He warned purveyors of  such 
dangerous and fake news to 
desist from stoking the em-
bers of  crisis in the state.

He said, some of  them said 
it was Imo vigilante, others 
said it was Fulani militia, 
thus creating ethnic tension. 
My appeal is that they should 
allow the police do their job.”

He said contrary to the 
wild allegation of  the opposi-
tion, the vigilante was not set 
up to witch hunt anybody but 
to assist the security agencies 
to maintain law and order.

“They are not mad as to 
murder People in cold blood. 
For the avoidance of  doubt, 
Imo vigilante is not respon-
sible for the Okporo killings. 
Mischief  makers should stop 
linking them to the crime”, 
the Commissioner submit-
ted.



News Analysis

Attacks on Umahi, a product 
of malevolence - Orji
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From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State com-
missioner for informa-
tion and state orien-
tation Barr Uchenna 

Orji has said that the recent 
media attacks on Governor Da-
vid Umahi by a group of  polit-
ical hirelings, were a product 
of  ill will and malevolence that 
came as a political backlash on 
the Governor for championing 
the cause of  national unity and 
South East mainstreaming in 
national politics, especially his 
avowed commitment to the vic-
tory of  APC in the 2023 Presi-
dential Election.

Orji who stated this in a state-
ment in Abakaliki said that 
these political jobbers had been 
idly engrossed with sponsored 
motives of  fabricating falsehood 
against Governor Umahi with a 
view to undermining his soaring 
leadership hallmarks celebrated 
across the nation, especially his 
landmark achievements as the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State in the 
last seven (7) years.

Recall that Gov Umahi had 
recently came under attacks 
from different groups and per-
sons for disowning Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo President General, 
Professor George Obiozor and 
on his comment that Ebonyi 
People won’t vote for the Presi-
dential candidate of  the Labour 
Party, Mr Peter Obi, but that of  
the APC, Bola Tinubu. Orji said 
the recent publication of  the 
President of  the Association of  
Ebonyi Indigenes in Diaspora, 
Pascal Oluchukwu, “is one of  
the series of  his infamous, dis-
respectful and unfounded fab-
rications calculated at running 
down on the person and policies 
of  the Governor of  Ebonyi State 
for not conforming with his 
clannish and divisive entreaties 
in his native community in Eb-
onyi State where he has been de-
clared wanted by security agen-
cies for his complicity in violent 
crimes and killings in the area.

 “Since then, the said Pascal 
Oluchukwu has been operating 
fugitively and concocting mel-
ancholic and mendacious fic-
tions against the person of  the 
Governor and the institution 
he represents. The false politi-
cal narratives chronicled in the 
publication of  Pascal Oluchuk-
wu show that the great achieve-
ments of  Governor Umahi have 
become an albatross of  Pascal 
Chukwu that prevents him from 
living a normal life. I must say 
that the government and good 
people of  Ebonyi State have 
no time for a Yahoo boy whose 
livelihood is full of scams.”

On the publication by the Pres-

ident of  Ohanaeze Youth Coun-
cil, the State Information boss 
said, “Igboayaka O. Igboayaka 
is nothing but a clueless propa-
ganda politically calculated to 
defraud the collective sensibili-
ties of  the gullible public on the 
actual state of  security in Anam-
bra State or any part whatsoever 
in South East.

The uncoordinated narrative 
of  his records of  killings and 
unconscionable reeling of  un-
founded security reports indict-
ing SARS involvement in ex-
tra-judicial killings is as strange 
as a tale imaginatively recount-
ed to curry cheap sympathy in 
desperation for political actual-
izations.

 “It must be mentioned that 
Ebonyi State Government 
knows nothing about his rheto-
rics about the said crimes alleg-
edly committed between 2004 
and 2013 as the stories have no 
nexus with any incident of  se-
curity breaches in any part of  
Ebonyi State or South East in 
the life of  the Umahi adminis-
tration.

 “In his high sense of  mischief  
and falsehood, the said Igboaya-
ka O. Igboayaka, tried to pinch 
our dear Governor against the 
person of  His Excellency Mr Pe-
ter Obi, a Presidential candidate 
of  Labour Party over the clear 
stand of  Ebonyi State on the Po-
litical Platform of  her choice. It 
is inviolately factual that Ebonyi 
State under Governor Umahi is 
APC solid and shall not leave 
any stone unturned in deliver-
ing Ebonyi State to APC come 
2023.

“We have no personal mat-
ter with Mr Peter Obi. He is a 
friend of  our dear Governor. 
If  he were a candidate of  our 
great Party, the APC we would 
have still been under obligation 
to vote for him. We can neither 
be cowed nor brainwashed into 
going to the dark age of  sense-
less and fruitless tribal partisan 
alignment. We have moved to 
the party at the centre under the 
political principle of  Umahism 
which is a resonation of  Zikism, 
the Pan African model of  mod-
ern nationalism.

“It is foolhardy, absolutely 
reprehensible and most uncon-
scionable for the said Igboayaka 
to attempt to find fault in the 
clear stand of  the Governor and 
the people of  Ebonyi State over 
our preference for APC.

“We take exception to the 
blackmail of  Labour revolution 
in South East, the linking of  the 
activities of  IPOB under Mr Si-
mon Ekpa with our dear Gov-
ernor. The Governor remains 
the strongest voice in the battle 
against banditry and violent ag-
itations in the South East. We 

would rather hold that from Ig-
boayaka’s in-depth knowledge 
of  the groupings and inclina-
tions of  the ringleaders of  vio-
lent agitations and banditry in 
the South East, he should sub-
mit himself  for security surveil-
lance.

 “For the records, Governor 
Umahi never made any allu-
sion to the person of  Mr Peter 
Obi or reference to his candida-
cy when he said that the peo-
ple of  Ebonyi State will vote 
APC This decision to continue 
to build bridges is an irreversi-
ble conviction by the people of  
Ebonyi State, borne out of  the 
need to take our destiny into our 
hands in our commitment to na-

tion-building as this is our sac-
rifice in launching South East 
to the mainstream of  national 
governance.

“There is no going back in the 
stand of  Ebonyi State on the in-
effectiveness and insensitiveness 
of  the leadership of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo over galvanizing advo-
cacies for South East Presiden-
cy when it mattered most. It is 
not about Governor Umahi;it 
is about the sons and daughters 
of  South East who were jilted 
by their people for a porridge 
of  yam; it is about the failure of  
Ohaneze Ndigbo to galvanize 
the opinions of  prominent Nige-
rians who spoke for fairness and 
justice to South East, where-

as the leadership of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo went into hiding in hon-
our of  those who pay the piper 
from South East.

On the allegation that Ebonyi 
State Government disbursed 
N400million COVID-19 funds 
for personal estate development 
of  officials of  the three arms of  
government in the State, Orji 
said, “We are also not una-
ware of  the mischief  sought to 
be created by the publication 
made online in Prestige News 
and other online platforms by 
Yusuf  Kabir. The allegation 
contained in the said publica-
tion is weighty as it is empty. 
The State Government never 
spent any COVID-19 grant(s) 
on any of  such investments as 
blindly posited by these enemies 
of  progress.”

“Ebonyi State Government 
in furtherance of  her welfare 
Programmes and in the im-
plementation of  the outcome 
of  the Citizens’/Stakeholders 
Consultative Meeting on the 
2020 revised budget (effected 
as a response to the scourge of  
COVID-19) made welfare pol-
icies to different Stakeholders 
including, granting of  facilities, 
taxes rebates, tax holidays and 
other forms of  palliatives.

“The welfare fund which is a 
semblance of  the Civil Servants 
N3b Agricultural Empower-
ment Echeme earlier disbursed 
by the State Government before 
the advent of  COVID-19 in 2020 
is a welfare facility drawn from 
the State Government budget-
ed funds. It will be recalled that 
there had been similar welfare 
programmes like that given as 
empowerment to the people of  
Ebonyi State. For the avoidance 
of  doubt, the housing facility to 
the public office holders (Execu-
tive, Legislature, and Judiciary) 
was never sourced or released 
from COVID-19 grants or con-
tributions.

“We have taken time to make 
these clarifications because of  
those whose thoughts must have 
been swindled by the antics of  
these political marauders. Eb-
onyi is one of  the foremost 
states in prudence, transparen-
cy, probity and accountability 
in Nigeria. That is the secret of  
our rising performance index 
and the numerous SFTAS and 
Media awards.

“Members of  the public are 
enjoined to discountenance the 
antics of  these frustrated politi-
cians and their cronies as their 
falsehood and deliberate attacks 
on the honest and germane 
views of  our dear governor on 
national issues is nothing but a 
sign of  helpless frustrations,” he 
stated.

For the avoidance of doubt, the housing facility 
to the public office holders (Executive, Legislature,

 and Judiciary) was never sourced or released 
from COVID-19 grants or contributions. 

 “We have taken time to make these clarifications 
because of those whose thoughts must

 have been swindled by the antics of these political 
marauders. Ebonyi is one of the foremost states in 

prudence, transparency, probity and 
accountability in Nigeria. That is the secret 

of our rising performance index and the
 numerous SFTAS and Media awards. 

 “Members of the public are enjoined to 
discountenance the antics of these frustrated

 politicians and their cronies as their falsehood and 
deliberate attacks on the honest and germane views 
of our dear governor on national issues is nothing 

but a sign of helpless frustrations

“

Gov. Umahi



News Feature

NAWOJ: Women are shortchanged in politics,
governance - Imo legislator, Obiefule
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Ikenna Orioha, Owerri, 
David Eze, Abakaliki

A 
female legislator in the 
Imo State House of  
Assembly and mem-
ber representing Isu 

State Constituency, Hon. (Mrs) 
Ngozi Obiefule, says women in 
Imo State are being shortchanged 
in both business and politics by 
their men counterparts who al-
ways cite inexperience, weakness 
and the kitchen syndrome as their 
excuses.

She regretted that it is a thing 
out of  place that in all the elective 
positions in Imo State only one 
woman was given a ticket both in 
PDP, APC and APGA unlike in 
Rivers, Delta, Lagos among other 
States where females were being 
considered essentially in politics, 
trade, describing the anomaly as 
underrepresentation, undemo-
cratic and an affront to woman-
hood.

Obiefule stated this while giving 
a lecture during the 1st Anniver-
sary Celebration of  Nigerian As-
sociation of  Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ), Imo State chapter 
executive members, held at Press 
Center, New Owerri last week.

Basing her lecture on the theme 
of  the event: “Career Women in 
Turbulent Times”, the vibrant 
lawmaker urged women to rise 
to the ugly challenge and say no 
to male-chauvinism, a neglect 
she pointed out, draws the soci-

ety backwards, saying women 
who are good in home manage-
ment, business management, pol-
itics and governance must not be 
toiled with as weak vessels or infe-
rior gender who are only good at 
the kitchen. “We must as women 
refuse to have ourselves pigeon-
holed and our dreams truncated.

It is bad that no political par-
ty presented up to 3 women for 
elective positions in our state. In 
other States like Rivers, Delta and 
Lagos, to mention, a few wom-
en are given a chance. Only one 
woman out of  ten Federal House 
positions in our state was given a 

ticket in APC and PDP none”.
She reflected that “it is general-

ly agreed men have a better shot 
at leadership positions, in busi-
ness and politics even as majori-
ty maintain that both sex make 
equally good leaders, but women 
remain underrepresented in both 
business and politics. Reasons 
such as family responsibilities, 
inexperience or women not be-
ing tough enough are cited less 
frequently as significant barns to 
female leadership”.

She advised women to rise and 
explore new ways to succeed with 
exceeding success, saying over-

coming fear and pushing forward 
with courage and curiosity will 
go a long way to helping women 
have a say in societal affairs polit-
ically, socially and economically.

Obiefule who is known for 
championing female cause by 
defending rights of  vulnerable 
women and being motherly to all, 
called on women to remain res-
olute while caring for their chil-
dren, as well as being submissive 
to their husbands to maintain a 
peaceful and prosperous home, 
urging them never to allow them-
selves to be trapped “in this deep-
ly topsy- turvy world”.

She added, “my dear women, 
as we navigate through this turbu-
lent times, we must begin to look 
out for ourselves and our children 
and elect credible leaders with a 
track record of  respect for women 
not those who believe their genital 
make them superior”.

Earlier in her address, NAWOJ 
Chairperson, Imo State, Dr. Dor-
othy Nnaji, noted that the associ-
ation has been rebuilt by the new 
leadership, adding that NAWOJ 
has “significantly developed po-
tent partnership with some not-
for-profit (NgOs) and they have 
been instrumental in helping us 
achieve milestones such as pro-
grams of  girl-child support.

 We have distributed free san-
itary pads, conducted girl- child 
education and intervened in fight 
against gender based violence”. 
She thanked awardees and others 

who graced the event.
Meanwhile, the Nigeria As-

sociation of  Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ), Ebonyi State chapter 
has called on governorship can-
didates of  various political par-
ties across the country to choose 
women as their running mates. 

The Chairperson of  the As-
sociation in the state, Comrade 
Nkechinyere Oginyi who made 
the call at a press conference in 
Abakaliki said picking women as 
running mates by governorship 
candidates of  the parties for 2023 
election will engender equity, jus-
tice and fairness.

She described women as nation 
builders, adding that empower-
ing women politically will bring 
cohesion in the country. Oginyi 
opined that women who have 
served the nation in various ca-
pacities performed creditably and 
urged men to give women more 
opportunities in the political 
space. 

She said “as critical stakehold-
ers, NAWOJ Ebonyi, makes bold 
to say that Nigeria cannot be ad-
vocating for an inclusive society, 
when all gender are not given 
equal opportunity to access po-
litical power to contribute to na-
tion-building.”

The time to show sincerity to 
an inclusive society has come and 
we urge all gubernatorial can-
didates in Ebonyi State, to pick 
women as their running mates in 
the 2023 governorship election. 

“There is no gain saying the 
obvious, that women are na-
tion builders and empowering a 
woman, is empowering a whole 
nation.  “We have had notable 
women who were either appoint-
ed or elected to head different 
offices and they all distinguished 
themselves in their various en-
deavors.

“NAWOJ Ebonyi, however, 
commends the governor of  Eb-
onyi State, Engr. David Nweze 
Umahi, for running a govern-
ment where women are given 
prominent positions in the state.”

He is the only governor that has 
the highest number of  women in 
his state executive council, the 
only governor that has a woman 
as the Chairman, Association of  
local Government of  Nigeria, 
(ALGON). He has given women 
a voice in the state, as he has also 
empowered many.

 “However, women deserve 
more, which is why we are calling 
on all gubernatorial candidates 
in various political parties in the 
state to give women the opportu-
nity to contribute more to the de-
velopment of  Ebonyi State”. 

 The Chairperson called on the 
masses to get their permanent 
voters cards to vote for the candi-
date of  their choices in the gener-
al election.

NAWOJ, Imo State, during its 1st Anniversary, �anked by Hon. Ngozi Obiefule, member representing Isu State Constituency
in Imo Assembly.

As critical stakeholders, NAWOJ Ebonyi, makes
 bold to say that Nigeria cannot be advocating for 

an inclusive society, when all gender are not 
given equal opportunity to access political 

power to contribute to nation-building. 
The time to show sincerity to an inclusive

 society has come and we urge all
 gubernatorial candidates in Ebonyi State, 

to pick women as their running mates in the 2023 
governorship election. 

“There is no gain saying the obvious, that women 
are nation builders and empowering a woman, is 
empowering a whole nation.  “We have had nota-
ble women who were either appointed or elected 
to head different offices and they all distinguished 

themselves in their various endeavors.

“

...Makes case for women as governorship running mates
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Foreign News

T
he possible return to Pa-
kistan of  its former pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf  
for the first time since he 

left the country in 2016 has reo-
pened a bitter debate about the mil-
itary dictatorship he led for more 
than a decade.

Musharraf  came to power in a 
coup in 1999 that toppled Nawaz 
Sharif ’s government, and went on 
to hold the presidency from 2001 
to 2008, when he resigned to avoid 
impeachment. Since then he has 
spent most of  his time in self-im-
posed exile in the UK and the Mid-
dle East.

A key ally of  the US in the after-
math of  the 9/11 attacks, his time 
in power became notorious for 
oppression and rampant human 
rights abuses, especially in its lat-
ter years. In 2007 he suspended the 
constitution, imposed martial law, 
sacked the chief  justice of  the su-
preme court and arrested activists 
and lawyers, prompting mass pro-
tests.

The 78-year-old is suffering from 
amyloidosis, a rare disease that 
occurs when an abnormal protein 
builds up in organs and interferes 
with normal functions. He has 
been in hospital in the UAE for the 
past few weeks and his family say 
he is not expected to make a re-
covery. Local media reported that 
he has expressed a desire to spend 
the “rest of  his life” in his home 
country, and on Tuesday a military 
spokesperson said this wish should 
granted.

Raza Rabbani, a former chair-
man of  the senate, said he was 
strongly against allowing the ailing 
former president to return, describ-
ing the Musharraf  era as “a saga of  
oppression in Pakistan’.

Rabbani told the Guardian that 
Musharraf  had left a trail of  insti-
tutions weakened by his attempts 
to “rewrite civil-military relations 

in favour of  the military”. He also 
accused him of  overseeing political 
murders and of  “selling and bar-
tering away Pakistanis to America 
and capitulating Pakistan’s interests 
[to the US] after 9/11”.

Musharraf  once infamously said 
in an interview: “I think the consti-
tution is just a piece of  paper to be 
thrown in the dustbin.”

Related video: Iraq political cri-
sis: Sadr decides to withdraw from 
political process (France 24)

During his rule, Sharif  and an-
other former prime minister, Be-
nazir Bhutto, were barred from 

contesting elections and went into 
exile. Bhutto returned to Pakistan 
amid death threats in 2007. She 
claimed she had faced threats from 
Musharraf. Soon after her return, 
Bhutto was assassinated in Rawal-
pindi.

Musharraf  returned from self-im-
posed exile in March 2013 in a dis-
astrous bid to contest a seat in that 
year’s general elections. High-trea-
son legal proceedings against him 
began in 2014, but in 2016, Mushar-
raf  was allowed to leave the country 
on medical grounds —a move that 
was widely interpreted as a sign of  

Pervez Musharraf’s wish to return to
Pakistan reopens debate about his rule

 Emilio Morenatti 

Kremlin may establish humanitarian corridors 
to force civilians into Russian territory, says UK

T
he Kremlin may be using 
so-called humanitarian 
corridors to force civil-
ians into Russian-backed 

territory, the Ministry of  Defence 
(MoD) has warned.

It its latest update, the MoD 
warned Russian forces have prec-
edent in using the routes to funnel 
civilians into Russian territory, and 
may do so again as fighting contin-
ues in the city of  Severodonetsk.

The ministry said this tactic has 
alreay been used in Ukraine and 
by Russian forces in Syria.

The update reads: “Since 14 
June, Russian and separatist of-
ficials have claimed they are at-
tempting to establish humanitar-
ian corridors to allow civilians to 
evacuate Sieverodonetsk.

“Russia has precedent, both ear-

lier in the Ukraine campaign and 
in Syria, of  using unilaterally-de-
clared ‘humanitarian’ corridors as 
a mechanism to manipulate the 
battlespace and impose the forced 
transfer of  populations.”

Ukraianians may have to use 
these supposed corridors due 
to the “destructions of  bridg-
es” around the city in the east of  
Ukraine.

“Options to leave the town 
are limited by the destruction of  
bridges, but Russia’s proposed 
route would take them towards 
the town of  Svatova, deeper inside 
Russian-occupied territory.

 “If  trapped civilians don’t take 
up the offer of  exiting via a cor-
ridor, Russian will likely claim 
justification in making less of  a 

distinction between them and any 
Ukrainian military targets in the 
area.”

The United Nations has warned 
thousands of  civilians remain in 
Severodonetsk. Many have taken 
shelter in bunkers beneath the city’s 
Azot chemical plant while the last 
bridge leading out of  the city was 
destroyed during the week.

The city has been a military tar-
get for Russia as it attempts to con-
trol the Donbas. This comes after 
Boris Johnson made a surprise sec-
ond visit to Ukraine on Friday.

The Prime Minister gave Brit-
ain’s support for the hard line 
against Mr Putin after the war 
crimes committed by Russian forc-
es and the illegal deportation of  
Ukrainian civilians from occupied 

parts of  the country.
It came as he announced Brit-

ain stood ready to launch a major 
training operation for Ukrainian 
forces, with the potential to train 
up to 10,000 soldiers every 120 
days.

Speaking at a press conference 
after meeting with president Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky he praised 
how “life is coming back to the 
streets” of  the Ukrainian capital 
but warned how in the east of  the 
country “a barbaric assault contin-
ues on entirely innocent people”.

“Towns and villages are being 
reduced to rubble,” he said. “And 
as you rightly say, Volodymyr, 
we continue to see the deliberate 
targeting of  civilians - what is un-
questionably a war crime.”

the government surrendering to the 
military establishment.

Harris Khalique, the secretary 
general of  the Human Rights Com-
mission of  Pakistan, said Mushar-
raf  had encouraged the 11 May 
riots in Karachi in 2007, in which 
48 people died. He also accused 
Musharraf  of  encouraging the en-
forced disappearances of  political 
dissenters and of  unleashing an 
insurgency in Balochistan when he 
launched a military operation in 
the province.

Musharraf ’s defenders say that 
private media made progress under 

his rule, but the journalist Hamid 
Mir said the introduction of  private 
media actually happened under 
Bhutto.

“What Musharraf  did instead 
was to introduce systematic censor-
ship,” said Mir. “All private chan-
nels were blocked by the military 
regime in November 2007 for cov-
ering restoration of  the judiciary 
movement.”

Aasim Sajjad Akhtar, an au-
thor and political worker, said 
Musharraf  earned “bounties” from 
Washington by acceding to the so-
called “war on terror”. Musharraf  
allowed drone attacks on former 
tribal areas and provided safe hav-
en to certain factions of  the Afghan 
Taliban.

“Like all dictators before him, 
Musharraf  was booted from power 
unceremoniously, and his family’s 
desperate attempts to bring him 
back to Pakistan on his deathbed 
are a sorry indictment of  both the 
military establishment’s overarch-
ing power, and its refusal to relin-
quish it,” Akhtar said.

In 2019, Musharraf  was found 
guilty of  treason for suspending the 
constitution and imposing emer-
gency rule in 2007. He was sen-
tenced to death. The judgment was 
later reversed.

Khalique said Musharraf  should 
be allowed to return on humanitar-
ian grounds, but also that Pakistan 
should establish a truth and recon-
ciliation commission to mark 75 
years of  independence in August.

“Set the historic record straight, 
move forward, and focus on the 
wrongs of  both despotic civilian 
leaders and dictators since Ayub 
Khan. A stocktaking of  the last 75 
years,” he said. 



Kidnapped Abia journalist, 
Onuoha, regains freedom

News

My administration ‘ll not relent in empowering 
the poor, vulnerable in Anambra - Soludo 
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha   

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Soludo of  An-
ambra State has 

said his administration will 
not relent in empowering 
the poor and vulnerable 
people across the 181 com-
munities in the state.

He said the vision was in 
line with his political man-
ifesto to produce one thou-
sand millionaires every year 
under his administration.

Soludo, who disclosed 
this during the Launch/
Disbursement of  about fif-
ty five million naira (N55, 
000,000), to five poor and 
vulnerable communities in 
the state, noted that the em-
powerment programme has 
no political undertone.

The governor was repre-
sented at the event which 
took place at IDK center 
Awka, on Friday, by the 
State Commissioner for 
Economic Planning, 
Budget and Development 
Partners, Mrs. Chiamaka 
Nnake.

The Programme is cur-
rently being anchor and 
supervised by the Anambra 
state Community and So-
cial Development Agency 
(ANCSDA) under the An-
ambra COVID-19 Action 
Recovery and Economic 

Stimulus (AN-CARES ini-
tiative).

Speaking further, the 
Commissioner, said one 
of  the objectives of  the 
Soludo-led government is 
to bring development and 
social amenities as well as 
increased human capital 
resources to the rural areas.

She said more funds will 
be released to the coordinat-
ing units to ensure full scale 
of  the programme to all 181 
communities that constitute 
Anambra State.

She explained that the 
community ‘Choose Your 
Project’ programme is one 
of  the ways the state gov-
ernment is reaching out to 
diversify development in the 
state. According to her, it’s 
not business as usual. Every 
single naira and kobo must 
be accounted for by those 
representing the communi-
ties. She also encouraged all 
stakeholders to support the 
Soludo administration by 
sensitising the general pub-
lic on matters of  social and 
community development.

She announce that over 
one hundred and fifty mil-
lion naira (N150, 000,000), 
has so far being committed 
to the programme.

In his opening address, 
the MD/CEO, ANSCDA, 
Mr. Chudi Mojekwu, said 
the aim of  the project is to 

ensure all round communi-
ty development in Anam-
bra state. 

He noted that the five 
communities, comprises of  
Ndiokolo(Orumba North 
LGA), Ezira (Orumba 
South LGA), Oroma-Eti-
ti (Anambra West LGA), 
Ifite-Ogwari (Ayamelum 
LGA) and Urum (Awka 
North LGA), is the second 
batch of  the programme 
while the first batch has 10 

communities, total fifteen 
communities that have so 
far benefited.

Mojekwu, urged the com-
munities representatives at 
the event, to make judicious 
use of  the funds to attract 
more development to their 
respective areas.

He also advised all stake-
holders to take advantage of  
the Soludo open adminis-
tration by sharing ideas that 
would benefit the masses.

Octogenarian defiles 10-year-old girl in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A
n 80-year-old cabinet 
Chief, Vincent Okoye, 
of  Umueri, Anambra 

East Local Government Area, 
Anambra has been nabbed by 
the State Police Command 
for allegedly defiling a 10-year 
old girl at a building site in the 
community.

The President of  All Na-
tions Arise and Manifest In-
itiative (ANAM), Mrs Tessy 
Aniesi, who disclosed this 
on Saturday, noted that the 

case was brought to the or-
ganisation by Chairperson 
of  Umuada Umueri, Mrs 
Chinasa Madisife, after it was 
reported at the Police Area 
Command, Otuocha Divi-
sion.

According to Aniesi, the 
suspect is a building contrac-
tor and a friend of  the victim’s 
mother, and had confessed to 
the crime after his arrest on 
April 26, 2022.

She said the suspect, who 
was incidentally a friend of  
the victim’s mother (a trad-
er), was arrested on April 26 

while the victim was taken to 
New life Hospital, Umueri 
where her alleged defilement 
was confirmed.

According to her, “The 
workers at the site the sus-
pect is supervising said they 
noticed that each time the 
girl comes to run errands for 
him, he takes her to one of  
the buildings and lock the 
door. On April 26, they saw 
her come out of  the building 
crying.

 “When she was queried, 
she narrated that the sus-
pect always had sex with her 

whenever her mother ask her 
to come and run errands for 
him. The workers confronted 
the man and called the atten-
tion of  the vigilante group, 
the Igwe and the Umuada 
of  Umueri community, and 
eventually ANAM took up 
the matter.”

Confirming the report, 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer in Anambra State, 
PPRO Tochukwu Ikenga, 
disclosed that the force had 
conducted investigation into 
the matter after which they 
equally charged the suspect 
to court.

On his part, the traditional 
ruler of  Umueri, Igwe Ben-
neth Emeka stated that the 
suspect had been suspended 
from his cabinet, because ac-
cording to him, the act was a 
taboo and embarrassment to 
the community.

 “The man in question is 
a member of  my cabinet, he 
is my financial secretary and 
immediately the matter was 
reported, we suspended him 
and he can never come back 
to the cabinet again. The mat-
ter has been taken to court 
and that shows that the com-
munity does not condone 
such crime. We have also 
given the girl scholarship to 
show our concern and protect 
her future.”

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
ce reporter, Chuks 
Onuoha has been 
released from cap-

tivity, after spending four 
days in their den.

The former senior cor-
respondent of  The Sun 
newspaper reunited with 
his family early Saturday 
morning, after being left 
off  the hook by the abduc-
tors.

Recall that Onuoha was 
kidnapped Tuesday night 
from his country home by 
some gunmen who took 
him away in his green car, 
alongside his phones and 
bank ATM cards.

The gunmen, according 
to the family of  Onuoha, 
demanded N10m ransom 
but later reduced their de-
mands to N2m.

It was not however 
known if  the N2m ransom 
was paid to the kidnappers 
or not, before his release.

Confirming her hus-
band’s return to Journal-
ists, the wife of  the veteran 
reporter, Mrs Udodirim 
Onuoha thanked God for 
saving the life of  her hus-
band and appreciated the 
efforts of  Journalists and 
other well wishers in pub-
licizing her husband’s ab-
duction.

Mrs Udodirim explained 
that her husband would 
take some rest and undergo 
medical treatment before 
he could eventually open 

up about his ordeal in the 
hands of  kidnappers.

When News Echo visit-
ed the compound of  On-
uoha at Umungasi Ohu-
hu Umuahia, Onuoha 
was seen managing some 
smiles and promising to 
speak at the appropriate 
time, even as Journalists 
and other friends thronged 
his home to rejoice with 
him.

He thanked News Echo 
newspaper and other me-
dia houses for promptly 
alerting the world about 
his kidnap.

Chairman of  Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists, 
(NUJ), Abia State Coun-
cil, Comrade Victor Nduk-
we and Pastor Gbenga 
Aremu of  Mountain of  
Fire Ministry Umuahia 
headquarters thanked God 
his freedom and appreciat-
ed the prayers of  Journal-
ists and other Christians.

Lorry drivers block Onitsha headbridge in protest over alleged shooting of  tanker tyre by Naval ofcers, on Saturday.

Tanker, tipper drivers block Onitsha Head Bridge
in protest over shooting by naval officers 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

D
rivers of  various ar-
ticulated vehicles, 
including Lorries, 

tankers and tippers have 
blocked the Niger Bridge-
head in Onitsha in protest.

News Echo gathered that 
the protest was triggered by 
extortion by naval officers 
operating on the bridges, 
who insisted on collecting 
N1, 000 from them as bribe.

The driver’s however de-
cided to block the road on 

Saturday morning, after a 
naval officer shot and punc-
tured the tyres of  a lorry 
because its driver refused to 
pay N1, 000 bribe.

As at 10am on Saturday, 
it was learnt that the entire 
stretch of  Onitsha-Enugu 
expressway was blocked for 
hours by Lorries, who pro-
tested the ill-treatment on 
their colleagues.

According to some mem-
bers of  the union who 
spoke anonymously, “Men 
of  the Nigerian Navy at the 
Uga junction, Onitsha have 

an issue with our driver, 
which they claimed led to 
the shooting of  his vehicle 
tyre.

 “Our fellow drivers on 
seeing the development 
parked their vehicles and re-
quested that the punctured 
tyre must be replaced, that 
is why there is protest here.”

As at the time of  filing 
this report, some concerned 
individuals and navy of-
ficers were trying to nego-
tiate with lorry drivers on 
the need to open the road to 
motorists.

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo



News

You’re greedy, betrayer – Edwin Clark, Adebanjo,
others attack Okowa over PDP VP slot 
T

he Southern and Mid-
dle Belt Leaders’ Fo-
rum (SMBLF) has 

lambasted the governor of  
Delta State, Ifeanyi Okowa, 
for accepting his nomination 
as the running mate to Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar, the Presi-
dential Candidate of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
in the forthcoming 2023 gen-
eral elections.

The SMBLF stated this in 
a release signed by leaders of  
four regions which include 
Chief  Edwin Clark; Chief  
Ayo Adebanjo, leader of  
Afenifere, Dr. Dru Bitrus, the 
President-General, Middle 
Belt Forum and Prof. George 
Obiozor, the President-Gen-
eral, Ohaneze Ndigbo World-

wide.
The statement read in part, 

“It bears recalling that the 
17 governors of  the South-
ern states of  Nigeria, both 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) and the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
under the Chairmanship of  
the Governor of  Ondo State, 
Rotimi Akeredolu, SAN, met 
in Asaba, the capital of  Delta 
State on May 11, 2021, and 
took far-reaching decisions, 
including that, based on the 
principles of  fairness, equity 
and justice, the presidency 
should rotate to the South at 
the end of  the statutory eight 
years of  President Muham-
madu Buhari’s tenure.

“And this very Governor 
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Okowa was the host of  that 
historic meeting. The South-
ern governors later met again 
in Lagos, on July 5, where 
they reaffirmed their deci-
sion, and again in Enugu, 
on September 16, to restate 
the call that the presidency 
should rotate to the South in 
2023.

“It is unspeakable and 
quite disappointing that 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa, 
who is currently Chairman 
of  the South-South Gover-
nors’ Forum, and a native of  
Owa-Alero in Ika North-East 
Local Government Area (one 
of  the Igbo-speaking areas) 
of  Delta State, would exhibit 
such barefaced unreliability.

“It is, therefore, most unfor-

tunate that the Governor of  
Delta State, Senator Ifeanyi 
Okowa who should know bet-
ter, accepted his appointment 
as running mate to Alhaji Ati-
ku Abubakar. We do not have 
anything personal against If-
eanyi Okowa but his action is 
treacherous and tantamount 
to a despicable pawning of  
the political future of  the peo-
ple of  Southern Nigeria.

“Governor Okowa has, 
by his action, betrayed the 
trust reposed on him by his 
colleagues; the southern gov-
ernors, the entire good peo-
ple of  southern Nigeria and 
all well-meaning Nigerians. 
He has made himself  perso-
na non grata, not only, with 
SMBLF but all citizens who 

Iceland Court awards Nigerian N60m
compensation over illegal detention

A
n appeal court in 
Iceland has award-
ed a Nigerian man 

19 million krónur (N60 mil-
lion equivalent) after being 
detained illegally for extra 9 
months. 

According to a report by 
RUV, the investigation had 
led to a two-month prison 
sentence. However, his time 
in custody was extended be-
yond the eventual sentence 
handed down in court.

He further claimed dam-
ages from the Icelandic state 
as a result—also claiming 
compensation for the travel 
ban he was subject to be-
tween the end of  his custody 

and the time the court made 
its final verdict.

A district court had earli-
er ruled in the man’s favour, 
ordering the state to pay 
the man 4.5 million krónur 
(N14.2 million) in compen-
sation.

The district court ruled that 
Iceland should only com-
pensate for the five months 
spent in custody in Iceland 
- it failed to hold the Ice-
landic state responsible for 
the six months the Nigerian 
man spent in custody in Italy 
while authorities there pro-
cessed the extradition request 
from Iceland.

NASS crisis snowballs; President Pro-tempore, 
Machina refuses to step down for Lawan

T
he All Progressives 
Congress Yobe North 
Senatorial District 

candidate in the 2023 gen-
eral elections, Bashir Sher-
iff  Machina, has raised the 
alarm that his life is in danger 
because he refused to step 
down for Senate President, 
Ahmad Lawan in his pursuit 
of  senatorial mandate.

This was disclosed by his 
campaign organisation in a 
statement obtained on Fri-
day.

According to the cam-
paign organisation, some 
hoodlums are after the life of  
Machina.

It, therefore, urged securi-
ty agencies to take necessary 
measures to protect the Yobe 
APC senatorial candidate.

The statement reads: “In-
formation at the disposal of  
Bashir Machina Campaign 
Organisation is that there is 
a security threat to the sena-
torial candidate of  APC for 

Yobe North, Hon. Bashir 
Sheriff  Machina, especially 
in relation to his refusal to re-
linquish his legally acquired 
ticket.

“Credible sources con-
firmed that some people want 
him arrested or at worst elim-
inated. They have resorted to 
employing diabolical means 
over unlawful means, in pres-
surising him to step down.

“We use this opportunity 
to notify the security agencies 
of  this threat or likely breach 
of  security around our sena-
torial candidate, we believe 
the security agencies will rise 
up to the occasion and take 
the threat seriously.

“As Campaign Organi-
sation, we warned that the 
people behind his ordeal in 
the last four days should be 
held responsible if  any mis-
hap happens to him. By this 
notice, we are putting every-
body on red alert.”

It could be recalled that La-

treasure our oneness and 
yearn for a more united and 
peaceful Nigeria”

The group said it rejected 
Okowa, his vice president 
slot, describing the governor’s 
action as “a betrayal of  the 
highest order.”

The statement added, “And 
that this is not a matter of  loy-

alty to one’s political party, 
but rather a greedy, parochial 
and unpatriotic action, com-
mitted against the general in-
terest of  his state, Delta State, 
the Niger Delta region, and 
Southern Nigeria. It is, cer-
tainly, also not in the interest 
of  the nation at large.”

wan had challenged for the 
presidential ticket of  the par-
ty but lost to a former Lagos 
governor, Bola Tinubu while 
the Yobe North APC senato-
rial member, Machina held 
swear as the President Pro 
tempore;  a constitutionally 
recognized officer of  a legis-
lative body who presides over 
the chamber in the absence of  
the normal presiding officer.

If  the Senate President is 
unable to get the ticket from 
Machina, it means he will 
return to the Senate in 2023, 
when his tenure in office will 
expire.

Machina said he won the 
senatorial ticket of  the party 
on a clean slate and would 
not relinquish it to Lawan.

“As far as I’m concerned, I 
contested for the Yobe North 
senatorial ticket and I won 
the election. I was confirmed 
elected because there were 
other contestants but I was 
the one that was qualified. I 

happened to be unopposed.
“I am still the candidate; 

I have not withdrawn and I 
will not withdraw for any-
body. I am being approached 
by some persons but I will 
not withdraw, Insha Allah,” 
he had said.

Also confirming Machi-
na’s resolve, one of  his loy-
alists, Hussaini Mohammed 
Isa, said that there was a lot 
of  pressure on Machina to 
hand over the Yobe North 
senatorial ticket to Senator 
Lawan.

Isa described it as unfair, 
for some leaders of  the par-
ty to mount such pressure on 
Machina to step down for 
Lawan after working hard to 
win the primaries.

But Lawan’s supporters 
have argued that the Senate 
President is the best perform-
ing senator the zone has ever 
had, saying they want him 
to continue to represent the 
district.

INEC declares Oyebanji winner 
of Ekiti governorship election

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission has declared 

the candidate of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, Biodun 
Oyebanji, the winner of  the 
Ekiti State governorship elec-
tion.

The Returning Officer for 
the election, Prof  Kayode 
Adebowale, who is the Vice 
Chancellor, the University 
of  Ibadan, announced the 
results.

Adebowale said, “Oyeban-
ji, having scored the highest 
number of  votes is hereby 
declared the winner and re-
turned elected as the gover-
nor-elect of  Ekiti State”

The APC scored 187,057 
votes to defeat its closest ri-
val, the SDP, which garnered 
82,211 votes, the PDP, which 
got 67,457 votes and 13 other 
parties which participated in 

Saturday’s governorship elec-
tion.

Out of  the 360,753 votes 
cast, the total valid votes in 
the election were 351,865.

While the agent of  SDP, 
Owoseeni Ajayi, did not sign 
the forms for the votes cast, 
the agent of  the ADP, said, 
“Instead of  having polling 
centres, what we have in Ekiti 
are vote-buying centres”.

In different parts of  the 
state also, some members of  
the ruling party celebrated 
the victory, describing it as 
well-deserved.

However, prior to the an-
nouncement of  the results 
at the collation centre, all 
the results from the 16 local 
government areas had been 
uploaded on the Result View-
ing Portal of  the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion, known as IReV.

SDP candidate for Ohaji/Egbema State Constituency, Onyiriuka Stanley during his birthday celebration with friends and well-wishers

Mbaka supporters stage protest
against Bishop Onaga

S
upporters of  Rev. 
Fr. Ejike Mbaka, the 
spiritual director of  

Adoration Ministry, Enu-
gu, Nigeria, on Sunday 
morning stormed the Ad-
oration Ministry Enugu, 
protesting the closure of  
their worship ground.

The protesters number-
ing over a thousand were 
seen carrying leaves and 
placards, as they sing and 
chant solidarity songs 

within the premises.
Some of  protesters were 

seen chanting “No More 
Onaga” as they express 
their displeasure with 
the closing down of  the 
church.

This is coming after the 
Bishop of  the Enugu Di-
ocese, Bishop Callistus 
Onaga had ordered catho-
lic priests and faithfuls not 
to worship at the Adora-
tion Ministry.

… As Yobe North senators campaign team alleges threat to life
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Foreign News

M
onsoon storms in 
Bangladesh and 
India have killed 
at least 59 peo-

ple and unleashed devastating 
floods that left millions of  others 
stranded, officials said Saturday.

Floods are a regular menace to 
millions of  people in low-lying 
Bangladesh, but experts say cli-
mate change is increasing their 
frequency, ferocity and unpre-
dictability.

Relentless downpours over 
the past week have inundated 
vast stretches of  Bangladesh’s 
northeast, with troops deployed 
to evacuate households cut off  
from neighbouring communi-
ties.

Schools have been turned into 
relief  shelters to house entire 
villages inundated in a matter 
of  hours by rivers that suddenly 
burst their banks.

“The whole village went un-
der water by early Friday and we 
all got stranded,” said Lokman, 
whose family lives in Compani-
ganj village.

“After waiting a whole day on 
the roof  of  our home, a neigh-
bour rescued us with a makeshift 
boat. My mother said she has 
never seen such floods in her en-
tire life,” the 23-year-old added.

Asma Akter, another woman 

Troops have been dispatched to evacuate people from �ooded areas in Bangladesh.

rescued from the rising waters, 
said her family had not been able 
to eat for two days.

“The water rose so quickly we 
couldn’t bring any of  our things,” 
she said. “And how can you cook 
anything when everything is un-
derwater?”

Lightning triggered by the 

storms has killed at least 21 peo-
ple around the South Asian na-
tion since Friday afternoon, po-
lice officials told AFP.

Among them were three chil-
dren aged between 12 and 14 
who were struck by lightning on 
Friday in the rural town of  Nan-
dail, said local police chief  Miz-

59 dead, millions stranded as flood
hits Bangladesh, India

Southern China hit by severe rains, 
floods as ‘dragon boat water’ peaks

anur Rahman.
At least 16 people have been 

killed since Thursday in India’s 
remote Meghalaya, the state’s 
chief  minister Conrad Sangma 
wrote on Twitter, after land-
slides and surging rivers that sub-
merged roads.

Next door in Assam, more 

than 2.6 million people have 
been affected by floods after five 
days of  incessant downpours, 
according to the state’s disaster 
response agency.

Eighteen people had died 
in flood waters or landslides 
around the state since Thursday, 
the agency reported, with nearly 
7,500 people rescued on Satur-
day by mid-afternoon.

Assam chief  minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma told reporters he 
had instructed district officials to 
provide “all necessary help and 
relief ” to those caught in the 
flooding.

- ‘The situation is bad’ -
Flooding in Bangladesh wors-

ened on Saturday morning after 
a temporary reprieve from the 
rains the previous afternoon, 
Sylhet region chief  government 
administrator Mosharraf  Hos-
sain told AFP.

“The situation is bad. More 
than four million people have 
been stranded by flood water,” 
Hossain said, adding that near-
ly the entire region was without 
electricity. 

The flooding forced Bangla-
desh’s third-largest international 
airport in Sylhet to shut down 
on Friday.

Around the regional capital, 
residents waded through waist-
deep water along roads next to 
partially submerged stuck vehi-
cles.

Forecasters said the floods 
were set to worsen over the next 
two days with heavy rains in 
Bangladesh and upstream in In-
dia’s northeast.

Before this week’s rains, the 
Sylhet region was still recover-
ing from its worst floods in near-
ly two decades late last month, 
when at least 10 people were 
killed and four million others 
were affected.Rescue workers help at the site where a wooden building collapsed  following heavy rainfall in Rongshui.

V
ast tracts of  southern 
China were pounded 
by severe storms, trig-
gering flooding in cities 

and mudslides in rural areas, as 
the first bout of  summer rains 
reached the peak of  their power.

Streets turned to swollen rivers 
as cars and single-storey houses 
were swept away in at least two 
counties in Guizhou province in 
southwestern China on Satur-
day, according to videos circu-
lating on Chinese social media. 
The rainfall in some areas has 
been the heaviest in 60 years.

In neighbouring autonomous 
region Guangxi, five villagers 
were killed when a house built 
of  wood gave way after being 
lashed by torrential rains, state 
media said on Saturday.

Mudslides and road collapses 
were also reported.

Heavy rainfall will persist in 
the provinces of  Guizhou, Ji-
angxi, Anhui and Zhejiang, as 
well as in Guangxi, until early 
next week, according to state 
weather forecasts on Sunday, as 
a rainy window known as “drag-
on boat water” peaks.

In southern China, the weeks 
preceding and following the 
Dragon Boat Festival in early 

June are traditionally marked by 
unsettled and rainy weather as 
warm and humid air in the south 
collides with cooler air masses 
from the north.

The early summer storms 
have been greater in intensity 
and more prolonged than usual 
this year, with precipitation in 
Guangxi, Guangdong and Fuji-
an at its highest since 1961, ac-
cording to local weather bureaus.

“Cold and warm air has con-

verged over southern China, and 
the two sides have entered into 
a deadlock and a tug of  war,” 
said Wang Weiyue, an analyst at 
weather.com.cn, an arm of  the 
China Meteorological Adminis-
tration.

China is historically prone to 
summer flooding, but in recent 
times, it has become more vul-
nerable due to deforestation, rec-
lamation of  wetlands and storage 
of  water for power generation 

and irrigation. Climate change 
has also been blamed.

In July 2021, hundreds of  peo-
ple died when extreme flooding 
struck Zhengzhou, a city of  12 
million in central China, some of  
whom drowned in a submerged 
subway line.

The ongoing rains in South-
ern China are expected to ease 
around the summer solstice on 
Tuesday. 



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has intercepted 10 cartons of  
tramadol 225mg with an 
estimated street value of  
N200 million in Lagos.

The Director, Media 
and Advocacy, NDLEA, Mr 
Femi Babafemi, said this in a 
statement on Sunday in 
Abuja.

Babafemi  sa id  the  
consignment was packaged 
as “tramaking” containing 
500,000 tablets with a total 
weight of  407kg.

He said the illicit drugs 
were seized during a joint 

he Police in Imo TState have confirmed 
that three persons out 

of  the five reportedly shot by 
bandits operating in a red 
Toyota  S ienna  vehic le 
without registration number 
died on the spot while two 
others sustained various 
degrees of  bullet wounds.

T h e  v i c t i m s  w e r e 
reportedly having a meeting 
in  Okporo,  Or lu  loca l 
government area of  Imo 
state, on Thursday when the 
gunmen attacked.

T h e  p o l i c e  i n  a 
statement made available to 
journalists on Sunday by its 
spokesperson,  Micheal 
Aba t tam sa id  the  two 
victims who sustained bullet 
wounds were rushed to a 
n e a r b y  h o s p i t a l  f o r 
treatment while the corpses 
were later recovered and 
deposited in the mortuary.

T h e  p o l i c e  s a i d  ' ” 
Following a report received 
on 16/6/2022 at about 0800 

hours, that armed bandits 
operating in a red Toyota 
Sienna vehicle without 
registration number attacked 
and shot five persons and 
d r o v e  o f f  a l m o s t 
immediately to an unknown 
destination in Umuebele 
Okporo in Orlu, Imo State.

The Commissioner of  
Police, Imo Command, CP 
Mohammed Ahmed Barde, 
immediately dispatched the 
Command's Tactical Teams 
to the area.

“On arrival, preliminary 
investigation revealed that 
they were having a meeting 
in front of  their compound, 
when suddenly some yet to 
b e  i d e n t i f i e d  g u n m e n 
stormed the venue, shot at 
them severally and zoomed 
off  almost immediately to an 
unknown destination.”

The release said,” police 
investigation is ongoing, the 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i t s 
environment have been 
fortified with more security 

personnel.
The police assured that 

it is working in collaboration 
with other security agencies 
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
perpetrators of  this dastardly 
act are arrested and made to 
face the full wrath of  the law.

The Commissioner of  
Police while commending 
the Okporo community for 
their  steadfastness and 

h e  B e nu e  S t a t e TPolice Command 
said it has arrested 

two suspected kidnappers 
and rescued a kidnap victim 
by name Raphael Okpe.

T h e  s u s p e c t e d 
kidnappers were believed to 
be behind the bloody attack 
on Igama community in 
Edumoga District where 

over 15 persons were killed 
last Sunday morning.

A statement by the 
Police Public Relation 
Officer PPRO, SP Kate 
Anene, over the weekend, 
stated that the police got 
in fo r mat ion  tha t  one 
R a p h a e l  O k p e  w a s 
kidnapped while on his way 
to the farm on Friday.

“A team responded 
immediately and chased 
the kidnappers into their 
h i d e o u t ,  w h e r e  t h e y 
engaged them in a gun duel. 
Consequently, two of  the 

he Imo State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
begun investigation 

over the shooting of  a 
family of  five in Okporo in 
the crisis-ridden Orlu Local 
Government Area of  the 
state. 

The spokesperson for 
the command, Micheal 
Abattam, told newsmen 
that the command had 
swung into action upon 
receipt of  a report about the 
incident. 

He disclosed that the 
victims were shot while 
having a family meeting. 

A b a t t a m  s a i d  t h a t 
investigation would reveal 
the identities of  those who 
shot the victims.

He said, “We started an 
inves t iga t ion  in to  the 
incident. They were in a 

meeting when they were 
shot. Investigation would 
u n r a v e l  a l l  t h e 
circumstances behind the 
shootings. Let us wait for 
t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e 
investigation.” 

A video footage that 
had gone viral had shown a 
family of  five in the pool of  
their blood. 

While two appeared to 
have died, the other three, 
which included two elderly 
men and a mother, were in 
pain, asking for helpers to 
come their way.

While some alleged that 
they were shot by the 
operatives of  Ebubeagu 
Security outf i t ,  others 
suggested that they might 
have been shot by other 
criminal elements.

suspects named Abdulahi 
Mohammed and Yusuf  
Saidu were arrested while 
the other suspects escaped 
with gunshot injuries”

The victim who was 
already shot in the leg by 
the hoodlums was rescued 
and taken to hospital where 
h e  i s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o 
treatment.

Ten rounds of  AK47 
a m m u n i t i o n  w e r e 
recovered from the hideout. 
Investigation is ongoing to 
arrest other suspects at 
large.

p e r a t i v e s  o f  

OE c o n o m i c  a n d 
Financial Crime 

Commission (EFCC) have 
ar res ted  agent  of  the 
People's Democratic Party 
( P D P )  f o r  a l l e g e d l y 
attempting to buy votes in 
t h e  o n g o i n g  E k i t i 
governorship poll.

The agent was arrested 
with a bag of  cash as he was 
about to give money to 
electorates after casting 
their votes at Igbeyin, Ado-
Ekiti where governorship 
candidate of  Accord Party, 
Dr. Reuben Famuyibo 
voted.

It was gathered other 

parties agents on sighting 
the EFCC operatives took 
to their eels to avoid being 
caught and left the books 
containing list of  voters 
t h a t  h a d  v o t e d  a n d 
collected money.

The EFCC operatives 
who declined to speak with 
journalists whisked the 
PDP agent to unknown 
destination.

T h e  d e ve l o p m e n t 
disrupted voting at the unit 
for some minutes before 
normalcy returned and 
voting continued.

The SDP governorship 
candidate, Segun alleged 
vote buying while speaking 

with newsmen after casting 
vote at his Ward 2, unit 6, 
Ifaki Ekiti.

” I have been told 
selling and buying of  votes 
are ongoing in Ado and 
Oye-Ekiti. This is not 
allowed in the law. I want 
security to move in and stop 
those doing that”, he said.

support, assured them of  the 
Command's commitment to 
ensuring that terrorism and 
other violent crimes are 
brought to their barest 
minimum in the state.

The police boss further 
appealed to Imolites to go 
about their lawful businesses 
without fear or molestation 
as calm has been restored in 
the community.

popularly called Mkpuru 
Mmiri.

He said the drugs, which 
were locally concealed in 
cornflakes packs and body 
cream containers, were to be 
exported to Malaysia and 
Australia respectively.

He said the drugs were 
s e i z e d  a t  M u r t a l a  
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA) Ikeja, and 
a courier company in Lagos 
respectively.

“As a result, two freight 
agents; Nneji Anoma and 
Etoh Barnabas, involved in 
the bid to export nine parcels 
of  methamphetamine were 

examinat ion with the  
Nigerian Customs Service 
( N C S )  a t  t h e  N C S  
warehouse.

He added that the 
consignment had arrived 
Skyway Aviation Handling 
Company (SAHCO) import 
shed since June 6 from India 
via Ethiopian Airline.

He also added that it was 
eventually transferred to the 
NDLEA by Customs on 
June 15.

“The previous day, June 
1 4 ,  a  s i m i l a r  j o i n t  
examination with Customs 
at the Customs enforcement 
terminal, Tincan seaport, 

arrested on June 15.
“The  d r ug,  wh ich  

weighed 1.45kg, was hidden 
in packs of  cornflakes to 
Malaysia  through the 
Nigerian Aviation Handling 
Company (NAHCO) export 
shed of  the MMIA.

“Operatives of  the 
Directorate of  Operations 
and General Investigation, 
(DOGI) at the agency 
attached to a courier  
company also intercepted a 

Lagos led to the seizure of  
33 parcels of  cannabis indica 
( C o l o r a d o )  w e i g h i n g  
16.5kgs.

“The drug exhibit was 
recovered from a 40-foot 
container, TRHU 7874497 
containing four vehicles.

“The cannabis coming 
from Montreal, Canada was 
discovered in three out of  
the four vehicles in the 
container,” he said.

Meanwhile, Babafemi 
said operatives of  the 
NDLEA also foiled an 
attempt by drug traffickers 
t o  ex p o r t  p a r c e l s  o f  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,  

k i l o g r a m  o f  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e  
concealed in body cream 
containers heading to 
Australia,” he said.

Babafemi quoted the 
Chairman,  NDLEA, 
retired Brig.-Gen. Buba 
Marwa as commending 
the officers and men of  
the MMIA, DOGI and 
Tincan for the arrests and 
seizures.
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NDLEA intercepts N200m worth of tramadol in Lagos

Orlu attack: Police confirm 3 people killed in
Imo community

Ekiti poll: EFCC arrest
PDP agent for alleged
vote buying

Benue Police rescue kidnapped victim, arrest
two suspects

Police probe shooting
of family of five 

The drug traffickers

EFCC operatives during the arrest



il and gas experts 

Oare worried over 
the impacts of  

Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) issues 
on financing for oil and gas 
projects, insisting that 
unless borrowers l ike 
Nigeria and other African 
oil producers quickly adapt, 
securing necessary funding 
for the sector may remain 
very difficult. 

In the face of  huge 
refining, storage and supply 
deficits, over $15.7 billion 
(+/- 50%) is reportedly 
needed to upgrade the 
existing refineries on the 
African continent alone to 
produce cleaner, AFRI-6 
fuels (10 ppm sulphur 
content), and a clear focus 
on the ESG contributions of  
such projects is imperative. 

Indeed,  over  $160 
billion projects are currently 
under financial threat in 
Nigeria's upstream oil 
s e c t o r  e v e n  a s  t h e  
Organisation of  Petroleum 
E x p o r t i n g  C o u n t r i e s  
(OPEC) said oil nations 
might find it difficult to raise 
over $12.6 trillion needed 
for oil and gas investment 
b e f o r e  2 0 4 5 .
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  
' Implications of  ESG 
Standards on Global Oil & 
Gas Project Financing,' 
Executive Secretary of  
Afr ican Ref iners  and 
Distributors Association 
(ARDA), Anibor Kragha 
said attracting funding into 
Nigeria and other African 
oil producing countries may 
become tougher without 
strong consideration for 
emissions reduction, social 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
governance.

Kragha reiterated that 
financing of  oil and gas 
sector is in a state of  
transition, a development 
which is forcing closure of  

traditional sources of  
capital, especially from the 
World Bank and other 
national and international 
d eve l o p m e n t  f i n a n c e  
institutions (DFIs).

The impacts of  the 
ESG, according to him, 
mean that projects seeking 
funding must account for 
enhanced health, safety and 
environment standards with 
due diligence and reporting 
requirements, as well as 
updated Equator Principles 
(EP4), which all combine to 
impact financing costs. 

Speaking virtually at 
A R DA  Wo r k  G r o u p  
Workshop Series on HSE & 
Quality on May 31, Kragha 
insisted that investors must 
now demonstrate how their 
HSE and Corporate Social 
R e s p o n b i l i t y  ( C S R )  
practices contribute to 
return on investment and 
business performance.

Disclosing that green 
projects have increasingly 
attracted more funding than 
fossil fuel projects since the 
Paris Climate Agreement 
was signed in 2015, he 
u r g e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
especially in the HSE 
segment, to assist the sector 
in complying with global 
E S G  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  
particularly in the area of  
environmental issues. 

“COVID-19 and the 
war in Ukraine have more 
than ever highlighted the 
need  for  re f in ing  o f  
petroleum products in 
Africa. We can't expand our 
capacity without finance. 
For us to get sustainable 
finance, we must prioritise 
HSE,” Kragha noted. 

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  
S e c r e t a r y  s a i d  H S E  
operational excellence 
remained fundamental to 
success in downstream oil 
industry and inextricably 
linked to productivity, risk 

and cost, adding that all 
employees,  inc lud ing  
boardroom members and 
frontline operators must 
understand how their  

he World Bank has Tsaid that inflation 
shock is projected to 

push about 15 million more 
Niger ians  in to  pover ty 
between 2020 and 2022. 

The Washington-based 
bank said this in its latest 
N i g e r i a  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Update report, titled, 'The 
Continuing Urgency of  
Business Unusual'. 

The report read in part, 
“Overall, the 'inflation shock' 
is estimated to result in about 
15 million more Nigerians 
living in poverty between 
2020 and 2022.” 

T h e  l e n d i n g  b a n k 
stressed the need for reducing 
the rising rate of  inflation, 
which is pushing millions of  
Nigerians into poverty.

Although the World 
Bank says inflation in 2022 is 
projected to be 15.5 per cent, 
Nigeria's inflation as of  May 
this year is 17.71 per cent, 
which is higher than the 
World Bank's projection. 

The lending bank further 
said that Nigeria has one of  
the highest inflation rates in 
the world. 

According to the bank, 
inflationary pressures in the 
country are driven by certain 
policy distortions.

T h e  b a n k  s a i d , 
“Inflationary pressures were 
compounded by  pol icy 
distortions, in particular (i) 
lack of  f lexible foreign 
exchange management, (ii) 
trade restrictions, and (iii) 
conflicting monetary policy 
goals.” It further disclosed 
that global supply shocks 
exacerbated inflationary 
pressures and increased the 

urgency. 
Aside from the policy 

distortions, the COVID-19 
pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine have contributed to 
rising inflation. 

It was also stated that the 
financing of  the fiscal deficit 
and trade restrictions by the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
cont r ibu tes  to  fue l l ing 
inflationary pressures, and 
Nigeria will have one of  the 
highest inflation rates in Sub-
Saharan Africa in 2022. 

The bank also said that 
poverty might be becoming 
e n t r e n c h e d  i n  c e r t a i n 
N i g e r i a n  h o u s e h o l d s , 
particularly in rural areas in 
the north. 

In combating poverty, 
c e r t a i n  r e f o r m s  w e r e 
r e c o m m e n d e d ,  w h i c h 
include fiscal, trade, and 
exchange-rate policy that 
could help diversify the 
economy;  inv igo ra t ing 
structural transformation; 
a n d  c r e a t i n g  g o o d , 
productive jobs, especially 
wage jobs. 

World Bank economists, 
Jonathan Lain and Jakob 
Engel, have said that rising 
i n f l a t i o n ,  p e r s i s t e n t 
populat ion growth,  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the war in Ukraine are 
threatening Nigeria's poverty 
reduction aspiration. 

In June last year, the 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
inaugurated the National 
Steering Committee of  the 
National Poverty Reduction 
w i t h  G r ow t h  S t r a t e g y 
chaired by Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo.

This, he said, re-echoes 
his commitment to lifting 100 
million Nigerians out of  
poverty in 10 years, with a 
well-researched framework 
for implementation and 
funding. 

Despite this, the rate of  
poverty in the country seems 
to be on the rise, driven 
significantly by inflation. 

In its 'A Better Future for 
All Nigerians: 2022 Nigeria 
Poverty Assessment' report, 
the World Bank said that 
poverty reduction stagnated 
s ince  2015 ,  wi th  more 
Nigerians falling below the 
poverty line over the years. 

The Washington-based 
bank added that the number 
o f  p o o r  N i g e r i a n s  i s 
projected to hit 95.1 million 
in 2022. 

The World Bank also 
warned that many non-poor 
Nigerians were only one 
small  shock away from 
falling into poverty. 

According to the lender, 
such a shock can be induced 
by the issues of  climate or 
conflict which could further 
threaten Nigeria's poverty 
reduction efforts. 

Like the World Bank, the 
International Monetary 
Fund has said that the rate of  
in f l a t ion  in  Niger ia  i s 
expected to remain elevated 
in 2022.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
development, an Associate-
Professor of  Economics at 
the Pan-Atlantic University, 
Olalekan Aworinde, said the 
events of  the last few months 
were apt indicators that the 
inflation rate would increase 
further.

dec i s ions  impac t  the  
b u s i n e s s .
Also speaking at the event, 
Executive Chairman of  
Energy & Natural Resource 

Security, Inc. (ENRS), 
Derek Campbel l  sa id  
Nigeria and other countries 
have more to worry about 
on the security of  energy 

infrastructure. 
While speaking on 

“Energy Security: The 
Protection of  Critical 
Energy Infrastructure and 
Natural Resource Assets,” 
Campbell decried persistent 
vandalism of  infrastructure 
in the Niger Delta.

Stating that cases of  
security attacks, including 
drone attack on oil facilities 
i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  
METCALF Power Station 
sniper attack, ransomware 
attack on Sonangol in 2019 
cost the sector huge loses, 
Campbell said there is lack 
of  domain awareness in the 
sector, 

According to him, the 
energy must now prioritise 
physical and cyber risk 
mitigation solutions for 
c r i t i c a l  e n e r g y  
infrastructure and natural 
resource assets.

Campbell sees Energy 
Security Risk & Resiliency 
Assessments (ESRRAs) as a 
practice that countries must 
now prioritise to avert 
growing dangers to critical 
energy infrastr ucture.  
Offering Manager for 
Honeywell UOP's thermal 
oxidizers business, Janet 
Ruettiger, stated that UOP's 
new nViro technology 
would provide solutions to 
help the refining sector 
a c h i e v e  e m i s s i o n  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  m o r e  
e f f i c i en t ly  and  m ore  
economically with less 
environmental impact.

With the approach, 
Ruettiger said organisations 
could rethink the way waste 
management is approached 
across refineries, stressing 
that i t  enables waste 
m a n a g e m e n t  t o  b e  
integrated with the design 
of  the Process Units, 
t h e r e b y  p r o v i d i n g  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
o p t i m i z a t i o n  a n d  
improvements.
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Fresh worries for oil, gas projects over ESG standards

Inflation'll push 15 million Nigerians
into poverty in two years –Report 
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he founder of Adoration Ministry, Enugu, Rev. Fr. Ejike Mbaka has declared that the Labour Party Presidential candidate, Mr. Peter Obi can never be TNigeria's President. Mbaka, who did not mince words, said unless God ceases to exist, Obi would never smell the seat of the President. He said it was 
better to have an old man as President than a 'stingy young man'. According to reports, Mbaka made the declaration at his Adoration Ministry, Enugu 

Nigeria. Fr Mbaka also alleged that Mr. Peter Obi did not show appreciation for the role he (Mbaka) played in restoring him as governor of Anambra State after 
his impeachment. The Enugu Catholic priest claimed that he played a major role in keeping the 2023 Labour Party presidential candidate in the Anambra State 
Government House during his tenure. Recall that Obi, a former Governor of Anambra State, who took over office on March 17, 2006, was impeached by the state 
House of Assembly after seven months in office. Obi had several times claimed that he was impeached by the state lawmakers for allegedly refusing to mismanage 
the state's fund. But Mbaka who believes that the LP candidate is stingy and would not emerge as President Muhammadu Buhari's successor in 2023, said Obi 
failed to reciprocate his gesture of aiding him to retain the governorship seat despite the impeachment. Mbaka's comment is currently generating reactions from 
the teaming supporters of Obi. Fr Oluoma Chinenye John, a Catholic priest of the Catholic Archdiocese of Abuja, Nigeria, remarked that people misuse 
Prudence for stinginess. In a veiled dig at his colleague in Enugu the outspoken Fr Oluoma said if stinginess would better serve Nigeria better than its past leaders. 
The coutry would rather follow a stingy President. Another Catholic priest, Reverend Father Kelvin Ugwu has reacted to an outburst by the founder of 
Adoration Ministry, Enugu, Fr. Ejike Mbaka against Peter Obi. Mbaka, a fiery Enugu Catholic priest, had declared that Peter Obi cannot emerge as Nigerian 
President in 2023, saying the Labour Party candidate is too stingy. Reacting, Ugwu said Nigerians have tried people who shared money and they failed. He urged 
Nigerians to ignore Mbaka and vote for the right person.

 stingy man, that cannot give people his money, with this hunger ravaging 

Athe land, and you are saying he is the one you want. You want to die of  

hunger? Are you people insane? Where is the Holy Spirit? “It is now that 

Atiku is seriously contesting for President; now that he is contesting without Peter 

Obi; it is now that he is serious? We want somebody that is serious. Unless Peter 

comes here to kneel, if  he becomes President, he will close down this ministry. 

What we are doing is spiritual. “Listen, a good old man is better than a young 

wicked man; Peter Obi is going nowhere as far as God lives. If  Igbos want a 

representative, it is not someone like Peter Obi. “I should not have talked but I saw 

my video going round everywhere as if  Fr. Mbaka wholeheartedly came out and 

apologized. No, I didn't apologize wholeheartedly, it was out of  duress. I had to 

obey my Bishop, in obedience I had to, it is not of  my volition. I did it because I am a 

Catholic Priest, my Bishop said, do it, my own is 'Yes my Lord'.  “Obi is my friend. 

When he was chased out of  Government House, he knew the role I played to bring 

him back, but how did he pay me back? “Night meetings we attended to bring him 

back, ask him, ask Eselu Uga, ask Archbishop Anikwenwa, they know where and 

how we did it and he was brought back. “Ask Peter since then what he used to 

reward Adoration. If  you like Peter Obi, tell him to come and ask for forgiveness. 

Let him come and redo what he did. There is an altar of God he blasphemed; he 

defiled an altar of  God, the Holy Spirit.

 will keep saying this and I will not get tired of  saying it. . . Let us focus! Don't Iallow anything to distract you. In the past, we have listened to self-acclaimed 
prophets tell us who to vote. . .We tried them many times, but they landed us in 

purgatory. . .This time around, we have decided not to follow prophecies. Was that 
not our agreement??? We tried tribe before, we tried religion too… but they landed us 
in Limbo. We tried candidates that use to share money. . .we voted for those that will 
distribute oils, Maggi, Indomie, and 1k before the camera… But it landed us in hell. 
This time around, we have vowed never to listen to any self-acclaimed prophet and 
their prophecies. We are not saying prophecy is not good, but we are saying that the 
biggest prophecy from God on the 2023 election is for us to use our common senses 
which God himself  gave us. For the reason why God gave us sense is so that we won't 
be senseless. We have vowed never to allow tribe or religion cause us to lose focus. We 
will vote for the best candidate this time. Finally, we have also vowed not to give shishi 
when you don't merit it. We will not bribe anybody. We will not be wasteful. Shishi 
you will not see unless we see the importance of  the project to the masses. “Stingy Vs 
Prudent. It is important we make this clarification so that people don't confuse the 
two. Stingy: Someone who is mean and not generous. Prudent: Acting with or 
showing care and thought for the future. Sometimes, people use both words 
interchangeably because, in economic terms, they are semantically related. But 
almost all the time, people use 'stingy' when they would have used the word 'prudent.' 
They do it deliberately because they know that the word “stingy” has a more negative 
connotation. And in the register of  religion, being prudent will be a virtue, while 
being stingy will be a vice. Keeping politics aside, it is uncharitable to describe Peter 
Obi as a stingy person. He does not possess any attributes of  a stingy person. I think 
he is rather prudent and disciplined – such qualities are rare in our days and time. 
Note: Please, following what Peter Obi keeps saying to his supporters, let us not insult 
people in the name of  promoting him.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire

Brother Priests tackle Fr. Mbaka
over comments on Perter Obi

Peter Obi is stingy, not appreciative, will
never become President — Fr Mbaka 

Obi is prudent, not stingy;
we're tired of N1000 bribes
– Rev. Frs. Oluoma, Ugwu

OluomaOluomaOluoma UgwuUgwuUgwu

MbakaMbakaMbaka
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FC middleweight 

Uchampion, Israel 
Adesanya has been 

hailed by ex-fighter, Michael 
Bisping and MMA fighter 
Anthony Smith as the most 
creative champion in the 
sport right now. 

Since making his debut 
i n  2 0 1 8 ,  ' T h e  L a s t 
Stylebender' has looked 
better each time he's stepped 

here is no place like Thome, Manchester 
United and Arsenal 

are serious about bringing 
Roma s t r i ke r  Tammy 
Abraham back to England.

The former Chelsea 
forward has enjoyed life 
under Jose Mourinho in the 
Italian capital, bagging 27 
goals in 53 games as Roma 
won the inaugural Europa 
Conference League.

Il Corriere Dello Sport 
says Abraham is happy in 

uper Falcons' captain, 

SO n o m e  E b i  h a s 
declared that the nine-

time African champions are 
fully focused on the twin 
objectives of  winning a ticket 
to the 2023 FIFA Women's 
Wor ld  Cup  f ina l s  and 
retaining their  Women 
Africa Cup of  Nations title 
in Morocco next month.

Cup holders Nigeria and 
11 other countries will 
contend for the coveted 
Women AFCON trophy in 
the North African kingdom 
between 2nd – 23rd July, and 
all four semi-finalists are 
guaranteed berths in the 
2023 FIFA Women's World 
Cup – the biggest ever in the 
history of  the women's game 
tha t  w i l l  be  s t aged  in 
Australia and New Zealand 
a year on.

“We are aware of  the 
intense competition that is 
going to play out there in 
Morocco.  We have  no 
illusions. Women's football 
has continued to grow in a 
lot of  other African nations, 
faster than anyone can 
imagine. So, there will be 
nothing like under-rating 
any team. All the teams will 
b e  u p b e a t  a b o u t  t h e i r 
chances and winning tickets 
to the World Cup.

“ O n  o u r  p a r t ,  a s 
defending champions, we 
know our strengths. We 
know what we have to bring 
to the pitch to conquer. The 
wise thing always is to take it 
one match at a time. We go 
up first against the Banyana, 
and then we have to face the 
challenges of  Botswana and 
Burundi. Then, the knock-

out rounds. World Cup ticket 
is paramount, but we also 
want to retain our trophy.”

Nigeria have won nine 
of  the 11 championships 
contested so far, done every 
other year since 1998, save 
for the 2020 edition that was 
o b l i t e r a t e d  b y  t h e 
coronavirus pandemic.

Ebi, who has played in 
five FIFA World Cup finals 
since the 4th finals in the 

United States of  America in 
2003, was among 19 esrly 
arrivals as the training camp 
commenced in Abuja on 
Thursday.

The 19 early birds have 
now been joined by four 
others, and four more are 
e x p e c t e d  a s  t h e  t e a m 
prepares  to  depar t  the 
country next weekend for 
Morocco.

Rome and does not want to 
leave.

They also reported his 
agent Neil Fewings receives 
£345,000 for every transfer 
window Abraham stays at 
the club.

C h e l s e a  h ave  n o t 
ex p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n 
resigning Abraham yet but 
they will be able to resign 
him for £69m in 2023 by 
activating a buyback clause 
in his contract.

n-demand Manchester IC i t y  l e f t - b a c k 
Oleksandr Zinchenko is 

free to leave the club this 
summer,  according  to 
Fabrizio Romano.

Zinchenko has been 
used sparingly by Pep 
Guardiola, and barely used 
at all in his preferred central 
midfield position.

C h e l s e a  t r a n s f e r 
impatience with Boehly 
already grating as fans 
continue to cry over spilled 
milk

He has consistently 
impressed for Ukraine on 
the international stage in 
the middle of  the pitch but 
Guardiola sees the 25-year-
old as an ideal back-up left-
back.

With his playing time 
l imi ted  a t  the  E t ihad 
Stadium, rumours have 
begun to surface that he 
could leave in the summer 
transfer window.

Arsenal and Everton 

both quickly emerged as 
potential destinations for 
Zinchenko, however, it 
seems that the Gunners 
have steered their focus 
elsewhere.

In a ploy to lure the 
player away, it has been 
rumoured that Arsenal 
manager, Mikel Arteta will 
promise to play him as a 
centre-midfielder.

According to transfer 
journalist Romano, City 
have given Zinchenko their 
blessing for him to find a 
new club this summer.

The Italian journalist 
also confirmed that Everton 
are one of  the teams looking 
at the Ukrainian.

Ro m a n o  w r o t e  o n 
Twitter: “Manchester City 
a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  l e t 
Oleksandr Zinchenko leave 
as they are targeting Marc 
Cucurella, with an official 
bid coming soon  decision 
was made in May.

into the octagon and is still 
u n d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e 
middleweight.  He f irs t 
captured the interim title in 
the Fight of  the Year winner 
against Kelvin Gastelum in 
2019. 'Izzy' then defeated 
Rober t  Whi t taker  and 
unified the titles that same 
year. 

He has successfully 
defended his title four times 

since. On an otherwise 
perfect record for Adesanya 
(22-1), his only loss was 
during his unsuccessful step 
up to light heavyweight, 
losing to then-champion Jan 
Blachowicz. 

On the latest episode of  
the Believe You Me podcast, 
Anthony Smith commended 
the 32-year-old for his 
u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  a n d 
creativity in the octagon.

“I think he's fantastic. I 
like how creative he is. I feel 
like I always see him do 
something and I always want 
to go back to the gym and try 
it. He's getting better and 
better. It's cool watching his 
take-down defense,  his 
grappling ability, and just the 

h e l s e a  b o s s , 

CThomas Tuchel is 
e a g e r  t o  s i g n 

Manchester City attacker 
Raheem Sterling – though 
some work is needed to get a 
deal done.

Chelsea are emerging 
a s  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e 
destination for the former 
Liverpool star in a deal 
worth around £60million.

But any transfer is said 
to hinge on the futures of  
R o m e l u  L u k a k u  a n d 
Barcelona winger Ousmane 
Dembele.

“Chelsea have explored 
conditions of  the deal,” 
reported Italian transfer 
expert Fabrizio Romano.

“ N o  d i r e c t  t a l k s 
between Man City and 
Chelsea or bid yet.

“Depends on other 
d e a l s  l i k e  L u k a k u , 
Ousmane and more.”

Lukaku is in talks to 
leave for Inter Milan, while 
Dembele is available from 
Barca as he comes off  
contract.

new ways he finds to land 
shots. 

“He's just a character. I 
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h i s 
i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  h e ' s 
unapologetically himself, he 
doesn't give a sh*t what 
anyone thinks about him.” 
He added 

Israel Adesanya steps 
into the octagon once again 
this July at UFC 276. His 
opponent is KO specialist 
Ja r e d  C a n n o n i e r.  T h e 
A m e r i c a n  i s  o n  a n 
impressive win streak and is 
coming off  the back of  a 
devastating elbow knockout 
victory over Derek Brunson.

Adesanya is looking to 
successfully defend his 
middleweight title for a fifth 
time as he chases a record 10 
defenses from MMA GOAT 
Anderson Silva.

Monday 20 - Tuesday 21 June, 2022  

Adesanya most creative champion in UFC – Smith 

Man City ready to let
Zinchenko leave

Arsenal, Man Utd
wooing Abraham on
England return

Tuchel goes for Man
City's £60m Sterling

Super Falcons captain, Ebi sure of World Cup
ticket, AFCON trophy 

EbiZinchenko

Abraham

Sterling

Adesanya
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oe Aribo says he is 

Jkeen to remain at 
Scottish Premiership 

outfit, Rangers despite 
reports linking him with a 
move away from the club. 

With Aribo entering 
t h e  f i n a l  ye a r  o f  h i s 
contract, there are rumours 
the Gers might be willing to 
cash in during the transfer 
window instead of  losing 
him on a free next summer. 

o r m e r  B a r i  a n d FTorino goalkeeper, 
Jean Francois Gillet, 

is backing AC Milan's move 
for Divock Origi.

The striker is due in 
Milan this week for a 
medical as his contract with 
Liver pool  expires  this 
month.

Fellow Belgian Gillet 
told Tuttosport: “His time 
at Liverpool had come to an 
end.

“He won everything; 
he was decisive in the games 

 former Secretary 

Ao f  t h e  N i g e r i a 
F o o t b a l l 

Association (NFA), Alhaji 
Sani Ahmed Toro, and a 
former Assistant Coach of  
Super Eagles, Garba Yila, 
have been kidnapped.

T h e  d u o  w a s 
kidnapped on their way 
from Abuja to Bauchi after 
attending the wedding 

ceremony of  the son of  
former Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) President 
Aminu Maigari.

One of  the sons of  
Toro, Nasiru Sani Toro, 
confirmed the news of  the 
kidnapped of  the former 
scribe, along with two 
others between 7 and 8pm 
Saturday evening.

According to Nasiru, 

Toro's phone number has 
remained switched off. He 
also revealed that  the 
k i d n a p p e r s  h av e  n o t 
reached the family members 
for any ransom as at the 
time of  filling this report.

T h e  B a u c h i  S t a t e 
Police Command has not 
issued any statement on the 
issue, as phone calls to the 
c o m m a n d ' s  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, Ahmed 
Wakil, were not answered.

that matter. I think now he 
wants to play more. For the 
Reds he was a wild card, 
every time (Jurgen) Klopp 
b e t  o n  h i m ,  t h e  b o y 
responded.

“It wasn't easy, but now 
here's another challenge. 
He's still young, we are 
talking about a serious 
player, taking him on a free 
transfer is a bargain.”

i ge r ia ' s  Super 

NEagles defender, 
Leon Balogun, 

has penned a lengthy 
goodbye message to the 
Scottish Premier League 
side Rangers FC.

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
defender walks away from 
Ibrox on a high after lifting 
the Scottish Cup in his 
final game against Hearts.

And in an emotional 
social media post, Balogun 
thanked the technical crew, 
med ica l  de par tment , 
players staff  and the fans.

“Took me some time, 
but eventually it is time for 

me to say goodbye.
“Thank you to every 

single soul at the club 
working their socks off, 
making sure I and the boys 
can focus on performing at 
our best. A lot of  whom we 
work with daily: kitchen 
staff, medical staff, sports 
scientists and athletic 
trainers, as well as our two 
girls Katy and Hannah.

“You have shown and 
taught me -in your very 
own way- the dedication 
that is expected and I thank 
you for that.

“Thank you to the 
m a n a g i n g  s t a f f  a n d 

especially to my amazing 
teammates over the 2 
seasons, who welcomed 
me from day one as a 
player and a friend. Who 
has pushed me to be better 
and taught me the Ranger's 
way? A lot of  highs, and a 
few lows made our bond 
even stronger.

“ W e  b e c a m e 
invincible champions, the 
class of  55…those magical 
European nights at Ibrox 
that led us to the final. And 
eventually, we crowned my 
time at the club with the 
Scottish cup.

Thanks for all the 
memories, the laughter 
and for sharing some of  the 
best moments in my career 
with me.

“And last but not least, 
a massive thank you to 
you, the supporters. You 
are one crazy, passionate 
bunch. High expectations, 
that can be intimidating at 
times – but I loved every 
single second of  it.

“All your messages 
over the past 2 weeks have 
b e e n  i n c r e d i b l y 
overwhelming for me and 
at the same time, they're 
the greatest testimonial I 
can get for my time at 
Rangers. It has been an 

absolute privilege and 
honour to represent you 
near and far.

“One of  the most 
frequent questions I've 
been asked in my time at 
R a n g e r s  w a s  i f  I 
understand the size of  the 
club and what it means – 
thanks to you, I do now.

“We are the people 
and you are my people – 
Forever Blue,” he said.

H e  m a d e  6 5 
appearances over two 
seasons at Rangers after 
joining from Wigan.

ritish professional Bboxer, Daniel Dubois 
says he would prefer 

to face Anthony Joshua over 
Oleksandr Usyk when the 
WBA mandates his Super 
heavyweight title clash, 
according to reports. 

Following his win over 
T r e v o r  B r y a n ,  W B A 
secondary ruler Dubois is in 
line to fight for the actual 
championship against the 
winner of  Joshua vs. Usyk 
II, possibly in 2023. 

When discussing his win 
over  Br yan  in  Miami , 

Dubois picked AJ over Usyk 
for the occassion. 

“Oh yeah, I am ready for 
the winner. Line them up! I 
am waiting for this moment, 
I would prefer it to be 
Joshua, but whoever it is, it is 
the big league.

“I want to get a few more 
fights under my belt, with 
that belt, and defend it to 
really make my mark and 
l e a v e  a  l e g a c y  a s  a 
champion. 

“That's the fight. This is 

anchester United Mare prepared to 
r e l e a s e  t h e i r 

players for trial.
The Sun says United 

have decided to let some 
prospects go on trial for 
three weeks with any club 
that asks for them on loan.

It marks a change in 
p o l i c y  f r o m  U n i t e d 

management.
The shift will see players 

test their temporary home 
and also give the potential 
new club a chance to assess 
them close up.

Several Old Trafford 
fringe players will be offered 
this new arrangement in the 
coming weeks.

all business, there is no 
disrespect to anyone, but I 
am coming to clean up and 
take out whoever is in my 
way.” 

The rematch between 
Joshua  and  Usyk  was 
d e l a y e d  d u e  t o  t h e 
Ukranian's return to his 
home country after it was 
invaded by Russia.

The duo is now set to 
lock horns in Saudi Arabia 
after a date of  August 20 was 
confirmed for the rematch.

A reunion with his 
former boss, Steven Gerrard 
a t  A s t o n  V i l l a  i s  a 
possibility, while Crystal 
Palace and Brentford have 
also been credited with 
interest in the versatile 
midfielder. 

A r i b o  e n j o y e d  a 
successful spell at the Ibrox 
last season.

The 25-year-old won 
the Scott ish Cup with 

Giovanni van Bronckhorst's 
side and scored in the UEFA 
Europa League final defeat 
to Eintracht Frankfurt.

The talented Nigerian 
was also utilised in different 
three positions by manager 
Van Bronckhorst. 

Aribo stated that he is 
not thinking about a move 
away from the club.

“With all that stuff  I 
don't really read into it and I 

just focus on my football, 
because you can't have 
distractions as it won't allow 
you to play the best and be 
the best that you want to be,” 
the 25-year-old told BBC 
Sports Africa. 

“Which is obviously 
what I want to be every time 
I play. I just want to be 
focused and ready to go.” 

Aribo has scored 26 
goals and recorded 25 
assists in 148 appearances 
since arriving Rangers from 
Charlton Athletic in 2019. 

Monday 20 - Tuesday 21 June, 2022  

Aribo set to stay at Rangers 

...As Leon Balogun pens emotional goodbye
message to club

Dubois prefers to face Joshua over
Usyk 

Transfer window:
Man Utd change policy
on player trials

Origi is a bargain for free transfer – Gillet

Ex-NFA Secretary, Sani Ahmed
Toro abducted

Dubois

Aribo

Balogun

Origi
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n e  m a y  b e g i n  b y 

Oc h a l l e n g i n g  t h e 
proposition inherent in 

the above title by countering that 
Nigeria's real need is not a good 
president but a completely new 
structure. That counter proposition 
is based on the idea that individual 
capabilities are suboptimal in the 
f ac to r s  tha t  shape  h i s to r y. 
Therefore, spending so many 
resources in the search for the ideal 
individual to be president is 
wasting the resources that need to 
go into collective effort to recreate 
s o c i e t y  s t r u c t u r a l l y.  T h e 
structuralist may have a point that 
oftentimes society needs to be 
reinvented not better managed. But 
when  i s  r e fo r m and  be t t e r 
management no longer feasible; 
and do we a complete makeover?

This counter proposition ties 
into the concern about whether 
leadership matters and by how 
much. There used to be the 'the 
great man' theory of  history. It 
argues that everything great 
achieved in human society is a 
result of  the efforts of  a great man. 
Transformations in history are 
usually the work of  a man of  
extraordinary brain or brawn. This 
obviously leads to the cult of  a 
leader. We have examples of  such 
'a great man' like Julius Ceasar, 
N a p o l e o n  B o n a p a r t e,  a n d 
Chairman Mao. Thomas Carlyle 
subscribed to this theory in his 
classic work on world history, On 
Heroes, Hero Worship, and the 
Heroic in History. The contrary 
theory, the Situational Theory, 
argues that great men don't make 
history. It is situations that provide 
the contextual leadership that 
solves problems. As leadership 
scholar, Robert Heifetz puts it in 
his Leadership Without Easy 
A n s w e r s ,  “ I n  a  s e n s e , 
Situationalists were not interested 
in leadership per se. 'History 
makers' were interesting because 
they stood at the vortex of  powerful 
political and social forces, which 
themselves were of  interest. Thus, 
the more or less contemporaneous 
emergence of  the United States' 
first great leaders – Jefferson, 
Washington, Adams, Madison, 
Hamilton, Monroe, and Franklin – 
is not attributed to a democratic 
fluke but to the extraordinary times 
in which these men lived”. 

Yet another contest theory 
argues that it is the people as a 
collective that make history. When 
people are ready the appropriate 
leadership emerges to lead the 

struggle. This may be the model of  
the botched #EndSAR movement. 
Revolutionary moments el icit 
r evo l u t i o n a r y  f i g u r e s  w h o s e 
responsibility is to guide the people to 
achieve their aim. Such leaders are 
extraordinary according to the 
character of  the social dialectics that 
propels them. So, we should not just 
fixate on seeking out transformative, 
revolutionary or redefining leaders. 
Rather, we should fuss more about 
s t o k i n g  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i ve, 
revolutionary, or redefining social 
moments. When the people are 
ready, the leader emerges. 

There is no definitive resolution 
of  the contention about how much 
individual leaders matter in the 
history of  change and revolution, but 
what is clear is that who leads in a 
society is crucial, either as the great 
man or the man that can leverage on 
the situation to move society to 
another level or the man who can 
mobilized the collective force of  
s o c i a l  u p r i s i n g  t o  a c h i e v e 
transformation. The Oxford political 
scholar, Archie Brown confirms this 
position. In his definitive work, The 
Myth of  the Strong Leader: Political 
Leadership in Modern Age, he 
debunks the myth of  the strong leader 
and argues that we should keep our 
eyes on the context and institutional 
ordering. In his recent work, The 
Human Factor: Gorbachev, Reagan, 
and Thatcher, and the End of  the 
Cold War, he presented the end of  the 
cold war as a testimony to the 
leadership acumen of  three powerful 
leaders, and not to the dialectics of  
global events. This sustains the idea 
that leadership matters. It matters 
who occupies the position of  
leadership either as president, prime 
minister, or chairman. Therefore, as 
Nigerians look forward to 2023 as the 
beginning of  a rebirth of  a country 
trapped in the stasis of  dangerous and 
generalised incompetence and 
instability, who becomes president is 
of  utmost importance. 

What qualities should Nigerians 
be looking for as they go to the polls 
in 2023 to elect the next president? 
Who among the 15 candidates vying 
for the highest office of  leadership in 
Nigeria is the president that Nigeria 
needs? I like to think about the choice 
of  a president as a strategic action. 
Deriving from the classic insight of  
Professor Richard Rumult, I think 
the beginning of  a strategic decision 
making is conducting a proper 
diagnostic. To elect the best person as 
president we have to first determine 
what it is the country needs at this 
point in time. There may be timeless 
principle of  good leadership, but 
eve r y  e f f ec t ive  l eader sh ip  i s 

contextual; it is effective because it 
has responded to the practical and 
current problems of  today. Winston 
Churchill was a Great War time 
prime minister.  But he fai led 
reelection after the war ended. The 
people adjudged his peacetime 
efforts as ineffective or undesirable. 
N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  i s  a  g l o b a l 
leadership icon. His antiapartheid 
leadership earned him global 
acclaim. If  he stayed long in 
leadership to deal with the crises of  
development post-apartheid, there is 
no guarantee he would remain 
inspirational. There are different 
kinds of  leaders for different 
situations. So, what kind of  leader 
does not need today? And the answer 
starts with understanding where 
Nigeria is today. 

The best diagnosis of  Nigeria is 
that it is a country heading toward 
disaster that needs someone to drag it 
off  course. This disaster has three 
dimensions. First, past leadership has 
left a legacy of  disunity, bitterness, 
and loss of  social trust. We can have a 
debate about how much of  this 
disarray is attributable to President 
Buhari's notable failure of  the past 
seven years and how much of  it 
predates him. But what is unarguable 
is that the country is almost lost in 
utter despair,  desolation, and 
distrust. There is no Nigerian state 
anymore, if  a state is built on a high 
degree of  nationalism and political 
legitimacy. The mass exodus of  
Nigerian youths out of  the country is 
not the usual desperate search for 
greener pastures; it is now a vote of  
no confidence, not only on the 
present, but also on the future of  
Nigeria. Nigeria is now a wilderness 
of  lawlessness. The part of  the 
Nigerian real estate that is truly 
governed is small and diminishing by 
the day. Everywhere, as the poet said, 
we see the ceremonies of  death and 
anxiety. The country is reeling in the 
throes  o f  death  and needs  a 
reawakening. So the president that 
Nigeria needs in 2023 is someone 
who can recreate the country in a 
moral and social sense; someone 
whose emotional intell igence, 
reflecting in how he treats different 
parts of  Nigeria, can resurrect a 
simple faith that Nigeria is not out to 
kill us. The next president must be a 
purveyor of  hope. That hope must 
not by words only; but by words and 
deeds. The next Nigerian president 
must be a unifier. I know that is a 
mundane and hackneyed cliché. But 
we are back to the basic, back to 
rebuilding the foundations of  a 
nation-state after the disaster of  
Buhari administration. From 2023, 
the conversation should no longer be 

about Islamization or Fulanization. 
As we struggle to develop a workable 
public sector, we should be clear that 
the hand steering the country is 
steady on national unity and equal 
treatment of  all Nigerians citizens. 
That is the minimum agenda of  a 
Nigerian reset.

The second dimension of  the 
Niger ian fa i lure  i s  economic 
stagnation. Decades of  weak and 
incompetent neoliberal economic 
management have resulted in an 
economy at the lowest point of  
productivity frontier. We are an 
u n p r o d u c t i v e  e c o n o m y , 
compounded now by an entrenched 
neo-feudal prerogatives complex that 
is fast destroying the institutions and 
culture of  production. When a 
country spends 98 kobo of  any N100 
it makes to pay for interest on its 
loans, then it is beyond bankruptcy. 
That is where Nigeria is, more or less. 
The Minister of  Finance says that 
Nigeria has more of  a revenue than a 
debt crisis. She is right. But Nigeria's 
revenue problem is in essence a 
productivity problem. Nigeria's 
future is bleak except she can find a 
way out of  its consumerist economy; 
except it can push forward its 
productive frontier by transitioning 
quickly from a theocratic, neo-feudal 
state to a modern 'liberal' state that 
focuses on merit and wellbeing. 
Nigeria has to become a state 
fashioned after chapter 2 of  its 
constitution- a state that promotes 
democrat ic  c i t izenship  in  i t s 
socioeconomic dimensions. To 
depart from the quagmire of  extreme 
and pervasive poverty, Nigeria has to 
produce like mad and empower its 
citizens like hell. 

The third dimension of  the 
Nigeria diagnosis of  failure is the 
corruption of  its institutions. Since 
2015, we have witnessed a consistent 
degrading of  the capability of  our 
state institutions and their capture by 
nefarious tendencies. The biggest 
shame was General Danjuma, an 
i c o n  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  s t a t e 
establishment, damning the entire 
Nigerian military as an instrument of  
ethnic hegemony. Danjuma alerted 
the Nigerian people that the Nigerian 
Army is aiding and abetting Fulani 
killer herdsmen in their onslaught 
against the peoples of  central and 
southern Nigeria. Forget the merit of  
th i s  accusat ion.  I t  may be  a 
scarecrow. But it illustrates the loss of  
confidence in an icon of  national 
stability like the military that 
s o m e o n e  a s  i l l u s t r i o u s  a n d 
governmental as General Danjuma 
could express such loss of  faith in the 
Nigerian army. Beyond Danjuma's 
revelations, everyday we see evidence 

of  the erosion of  the integrity and 
the effectiveness of  core state 
institutions. The Nigerian military 
is held to ransom by a ragtag Boko 
Haram partly because of  the 
complicity of  the rank and file of  
our intelligence and security 
agencies. To retake our country 
from Boko Haram and such other 
dangerous forces, we need a leader 
whose distance from dangerous 
ethnic and religious sentiment and 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e m o c r a t i c 
citizenship ensures that he can 
r e b u i l d  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  a n d 
effectiveness of  state institution. 

The  des t r uc t ion  of  s ta te 
neutrality and effectiveness is the 
death knell of  the Nigerian state. 
The ultimate national challenge is to 
rescue Nigeria and rebuild an 
effective state that is neutral and 
uninvolved in the virulent religious 
and ethnic completion that the 
p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s 
indulged. Only a president whose 
p e d i g r e e ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d 
engagement give assurance of  a 
demonstrable commitment to a 
secular, democratic and egalitarian 
Nigeria that aligns reward to work 
will stop the drift into the type of  the 
violence-ridden feudal states in the 
Middle East and South Asia, where 
violent feuding between families 
and sects continually derails human 
development. 

So, our next president should be 
someone who can bring Nigerians 
together and persuade each segment 
of  a plural society to pursue the 
collective social and economic well-
being of  all Nigerians in a spirit of  
justice and fairness. He or she 
should be a person who is able to 
l e a d  a  b r o a d  c o a l i t i o n  o f  
policymakers and mangers who are 
determined to recreate Nigeria's 
political economy to institutionalise 
productivity and focus resources on 
sustainable development instead of  
rewarding fixers and royals. The 
next president should have the 
capacity and commitment to 
effective and functional,  not 
ceremonial, governance. It should 
be a Nigerian whose statements and 
actions in the past gives real hope 
that he or she understands the 
importance of  rules and will 
professionalise the state to deliver 
on social and economic goods to all 
Nigerians, only on the basis of  
citizenship, not ethnicity, not 
r e l i g i o n .  W h i c h  o f  t h e  1 5 
candidates fits the description?

Sam Amadi is an associate 
professor of  Law and director of  
Abuja School of  Social and Political 
Thought.
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