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News

Unknown gunmen shoot two
traders at Aba waterside bridge
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
wo traders popular-
ly known as Sam-
my and Alaba were 

gruesomely murdered on 
Tuesday morning in Aba, 
Abia State by some un-
known gunmen. 

News Echo learnt that 
the incident took place by 
past 10 am under the pop-
ular Aba waterside bridge 
in Ogbor-Hill, Aba North 
local government area just 
adjacent the popular Eny-
imba Hotel. 

Sources told News Echo 
that Sammy and Alaba 
who both deal differently 
with musical equipment 

and footwear along the 
waterside were killed by 
the gunmen who seem 
to have trailed both men.  
One of  the eyewitnesses 
who preferred anonymity 
said that the killers came 
on four tricycles loaded 
with four boys in each tri-
cycle when they ambushed 
the two friends at their 
meeting point. 

“I was here watching 
around when some gun-
men confronted Alaba 
in his shop over there. 
However, before the gun-
men came, Alaba’s friend, 
Sammy parked his car and 
came around to greet him 
as usual because we all 
know them here.

 “Suddenly some gun-
men with four tricycles 
confronted Alaba and 
one of  them was asking 
money-related questions 
and nobody expected the 
sudden shooting of  Alaba 
which scared everyone.

“We were all watching 
from afar when the same 
people shot Sammy and 
used an axe on him there. 
Sammy’s shop is the green 
and white shop after the 
waterside bridge while 
Alaba is the one with 
green colour along Omo-
ba immediately under the 
bridge.

“It was disturbing that 
this thing happened just 
a few metres away from 

the Eziama Police Station 
without any presence of  
police. You can see that 
the whole area is deserted 
as nobody is around due to 
fear.”

News Echo also learnt 
that Alaba’s young son 

was shot at the same time 
his father was killed and is 
currently receiving treat-
ment in an undisclosed 
hospital while the bodies 
of  the deceased have been 
deposited in the mortuary. 
Upon contact to know 

what police is doing about 
the situation, Abia State 
Police Command Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
SP Geoffrey Ogbonna did 
not respond to calls placed 
on his mobile line.

Chamber of Commerce to partner Anambra
govt in promoting indigenous goods 

Traditional ruler, PG clash over alleged sale 
of community market, telecom mast revenue

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he traditional ruler 
of  Umumba autono-
mous community in 

Nsirimo, Umuahia South 
LGA of  Abia State, HRH, 
Eze Godwin Ogbonna has 
been accused of  engaging in 
administrative misconduct 
by some of  his subjects.

But the royal father in his 
reaction, denied the claims, 
explaining that he still en-
joys the support and loyalty 
of  Umumba indigenes.

In a letter to the royal 
father signed by the Presi-
dent-General and Secretary 
of  Umumba respectively, 
Maduabuchi Samuel Chuk-
wuma and Luke Ukaforo, 
which they said was on be-
half  of  the entire commu-
nity, they told the monarch 
that he no longer enjoyed 
the confidence of  Umumba 
people as their monarch.

They alleged that the 
community’s   market, 
Oriema, was allegedly sold  
under the watch of  their 
royal father who also, al-
legedly benefitted from the 
business, adding that reve-
nue  from a toll gate in the 
community had also not 
been accounted for.

The letter also lamented 
that that the community 
did not enjoy adequate se-
curity even as they com-
plained that revenue from 
a telecommunications mast 
erected in Umumba were 
not been accounted for by 
the Eze-in-council.

The subjects further al-
leged that the committee 
on electricity had been ex-
torting money from the na-
tives while a N500 levy on 
all taxable adults were not 
accounted for, resulting to 
non-development

Apart from these, the 
PG and his secretary noted 

that two villages, Umuoko-
roigwe  Central and Umui -
ye had allegedly withdrawn 
from community activities 
because of  the royal father’s 
leadership styles.

But stating his own side, 
HRH Eze Godwin Ogbon-
na informed the public that 
the President-general of  
Umumba Nsirimo, Madu-
abuchi Samuel Chukwuma 
is currently serving a six-
month suspension slammed 
on him by the Eze-in-coun-
cil for alleged insubordina-
tion and corruption.

He wondered why the P-G 
would denigrate the name 
and office of  a traditional 
ruler and made it clear that 
there were no truths in what 
the P-G said in the letter.

He stressed that  details 
of  financial transactions 
in a river sand site inside 
Nsirimo which is  under the 
control of  the P-G were yet 
to be accounted for, adding 
that he refused to attend 
meetings and was allegedly 
queried by the Eze-in-coun-
cil for illegal activities.

Eze Ogbonna said he is 
innocent of  all the accusa-
tions and dismissed reports 
that a vote of  no confidence 
was passed against him by 
his subjects, describing the 
report as mere fabrications 
by his accusers.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

T
he Awka Chamber of  
Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agricul-

ture (AWKACCIMA) has 
expressed readiness to coop-
erate and partner with the 
state government to promote 
made-in-Anambra goods.  
The President of  AWKAC-
CIMA Princess Caroline 
Ajuora disclosed this in Awka 
on Tuesday, when the execu-
tives of  the organisation paid 
a visit to the Commissioner 
for Commerce and Industry 
Dr Obinna Ngonadi. 

Speaking during the vis-
it Ajuora said that the City 
Chamber has plans to call to-
gether Captains of  Industries, 
Representatives of  EEDC, 
Security Agencies and Mar-
ket Leaders all in Awka , 
to build a relationship and 
strong alliance with Anambra 
State government. 

“The aim is to organize our 
collective efforts to enhance 
the development of  manufac-
turing/industrial sector, and 
to improve the overall econ-

omy of  the State.  Narrating 
some of  the challenges faced 
by the organisation, the first 
Deputy President AWKAC-
CIMA Engr Chudi Egemba 
lamented on apathy in Trade 
Fair issues by the govern-
ment. 

“It pains so much to see 
Anambra going to Lagos 
Trade Fairs, most of  these 
businesses going to Lagos 
Trade Fairs are owned, man-
aged and somehow have in-
fluence of  Anambra. 

“Why can’t we make things 
start happening here?

Egemba therefore implored 
the Commissioner to get 
the government involved in 
laying a good template and 
platforms to showcase what 
Anambra has to offer.  She 
mentioned that they have a 
lot of  commercial, business 
and economic summits this 
year and subsequent years, 
and expressed hopes that 
Ministry of  Commerce and 
Industry will support them. 

She reiterated that the or-
ganisation is poised to work 
with the government in the 
area of  private investors. “We 

have contact with a lot of  
foreign investors. Some of  us 
are also willing to invest but 
we need to know what pro-
grammes that the government 
wants to present for investors, 
Ajuora stated. 

In his address, the Com-
missioner for Commerce and 
Industry Dr Obinna Ngonadi 
explained that the State Gov-
ernor Prof  Charles Soludo is 
interested, and is deliberating 
on public private partnerships 
(PPPs); Trade ventures and 
Free Trade Zones. 

 He said through PPPs the 
State government would part-
ner with private investors in 
delivering many projects, and 
providing better public servic-
es in Anambra State.  “Free 
Trade Zones would drive pro-
duction and encourage busi-
nesses.

 It would attract both local 
and foreign investments. “So 
it is our intention to work 
with you people. I am inter-
ested in summits, especially 
when it has to do with the 
vision of  government in pro-
moting made-in-Anambra 
goods” he added.

Imo civil servants decry delayed promotion, 
non-payment of salaries
By Grace Ofurum

C
ivil servants in Imo 
state have drawn the 
attention of  the state 

government to the level of  
discrepancy   in handling 
the affairs that pertains the 
Imo state civil service.

Speaking to NewsEcho, 
the chairman, Association 
of  senior civil servants in 
Imo state, Comrade sir 
chief  Basil Iwu disclosed 
that some civil servants 
have not been receiving 
their salaries even after the 

verification exercise, this he 
noted has brought untold 
hardship to these employ-
ees of  government.

He maintained also that 
even the promotion of  
workers has been delayed 
for eight years though he 
stated that it may not be 
the fault of  the present ad-
ministration but opined 
that since government is 
continuous, the present ad-
ministration should seek 
for means of  promoting it’s 
workers which is obtaina-
ble in the civil service code.

Iwu also pointed out the 
state government is yet to 
commence the 30,000 min-
imum wage which has been 
approved by the federal 
government.

He noted that the Nige-
rian Labor congress is not 
comfortable with these de-
velopments in the sector 
and advised the state gov-
ernment to comply with 
the directives of  the federal 
government to alleviate the 
plight of  the civil servants 
especially at the time when 
the economy is dwindling.

Iwu who doubles as a 
member of  Joint Service 
Negotiation Council stated 
that negotiations with the 
state government is ongo-
ing to device  a means of  
handling the issues at stake 
and expressed optimism 
that it will yield a fruitful 
result.

He further observed that 
since politicians and tech-
nocrats has what is due for 
them, equity and justice 
should be employed to al-
low civil servants have what 
is due  for them.

... PG under 6 months suspension, says Monarch

Ubah engages YPP candidates on 
issue-based campaigns
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

S
enator representing 
Anambra South Sen-
atorial District, Sen-

ator Ifeanyi Ubah who is 
also the National Leader of  
Young Progressives Party 
(YPP) has met with candi-
dates of  the party in Anam-
bra State at all level.

Ubah used the relatively 
unknown political party 
to secure a seat in the Ni-
geria Senate in 2019, after 
leaving the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
where he was denied the 
senatorial ticket.

Ubah who met with his 
fellow senatorial candi-
dates, House of  Repre-

sentatives and House of  
Assembly candidates in 
the state charged them to 
keep their campaigns is-
sue-based, and to shun 
mudslinging.

Addressing the candi-
dates who are 22 in all, 
Ubah said: “On behalf  of  
the Senator Ifeanyi Ubah 
Campaign Organization 
and the YPP family, I wish 
to congratulate our new en-
trants into the YPP struc-
ture in Anambra State.

 “In this era of  political 
negotiations, realignments 
and strategies, i welcome 
our new members who 
found our party credible 
and worthy of  actualizing 
their political aspirations.

 “As we approach the 

2023 elections with greater 
hope, I enjoin our teem-
ing party members and 
supporters to remain issue 
based in our narratives and 
focus on issues that will be 
beneficial to the electorate 
as the Young Progressives 
Party (YPP) is focused on 
delivering credible results.”

He charged YPP mem-
bers and supporters at all 
levels to focus their eyes on 
achieving result and remain 
steadfast to the course and 
cause of  the party.

He added that: “With 
your collective support, I 
look forward to achieving 
greater goals and advanc-
ing the fortunes of  YPP 
and the Anambra State at 
large.”
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Ohanaeze Youth declares war against
S’East APC, PDP, delegates
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By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the outcome 
of  the 2022 presiden-
tial primaries of  the 

two Apex Parties of  APC 
and PDP, Ohanaeze Youth 
council has expressed dis-
appointment over what it 
termed as betrayal from 
political leaders from the 
south east and has declared 
war on the parties involved 
and the presidential dele-
gates from the south east.

The council stated that 
apart from 14 PDP dele-
gates from Ebonyi, 38 APC 
delegates from Ebonyi and 
One APC delegates vote 
that came from Imo State 
voted by Prof. Chinwe 
Obaji all the others should 
vacate from Igbo land with 
72 hours.

The Apex Socio-cultur-
al youth organization of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide, Ohanaeze Youth 
Council OYC , on Monday, 
13 June 2022, in Abuja, de-
liberated on the height of  
betrayal and sabotage by 
what it described as “a few 
microscopic political ele-
ments to enslave the present 
and future generations of  
Igbo extraction, the Coun-
cil resolved that Alaigbo is 
not habitable for all these 
enemies of  Ndigbo.”

In a statement made 
available to News Echo after 
the meeting, the National 
President of  OYC, Comrd. 
Igboayaka O. Igboayaka 

lamented on how Southeast 
delegates sold the future of  
their children and unborn 
generation in the course of  
the recently concluded pri-
mary elections of  the lead-
ing parties in the country.

The Council with the de-
velopment declared politi-
cal and ballot revolution in 
the South-East region and 
Nigeria in general.

“We therefore give PDP 
and APC delegates in 2022 
presidential, apart from 14 
PDP delegates from Eb-
onyi, 38 APC delegates 
from Ebonyi and One APC 
delegates vote that came 
from Imo State voted by 
Prof. Chinwe Obaji all the 
others should vacate from 
Igbo land with 72 hours.”

The president lamented 
further that

“It is a clear betrayal and 
historical sabotage for del-
egates whom we assigned 
to go and vote Southeast 
Aspirants, went to Eagle 
Square Abuja and sold the 
future our children. This 
is a typical breach of  trust 
and they have shown that 
they can’t be trusted with 
leadership mandate in Igbo 
Land”.

“As we anticipate politi-
cal and ballot revolution in 
Southeast and Nigeria at 
large, we therefore give PDP 
and APC delegates in 2022 
presidential, apart from 14 
PDP delegates from Eb-
onyi, 38 APC delegates 
from Ebonyi and One APC 
delegates vote that came Presidential candate Peter Obi departing for Egypt on a 3-day visit to understudy the Egyptian Power Sector, Education, 

Planning and Finance Sectors.

PVC: Unizik VC attracts INEC 
registration point to campus 
for staff, students 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
ollowing the spike in 
number of  new per-
sons seeking to get 

registered in the ongoing 
continuous voters regis-
tration exercise, the Vice 
Chancellor of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Prof. 
Charles Esimone has at-
tracted a registration point 
to the University.

The registration point 
will help staff  and students 
of  the university, who have 
not obtained their Perma-
nent Voters Card (PVC) to 
do so.

In a special notice signed 
by the registrar of  the uni-
versity, Barr. Philo Okoye, 

the registration will take 
place at the institution’s 
multipurpose hall starting 
from Tuesday, 14th June.

The message read: 
“The UNIZIK manage-
ment under our visionary 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Charles Esimone FAS 
has finalized arrangement 
with State REC, INEC to 
come to UNIZIK for vot-
er registration of  her Staff  
and Students who are yet 
to register.

“Date is Tuesday 14th 
June, 2022, and starts at 
8am, at the Multipurpose 
Hall.” The notice advised 
intending registrants to 
print out the registration 
form, fill and come with 
it for easy and faster reg-
istration.

from Imo State voted by 
Prof. Chinwe Obaji all the 
others should vacate from 
Igbo land with 72 hours”.

“Certainty there will be 
Egwu Surugedee against 
Southeast presidential dele-
gates”

The council   noted that 
the PDP National Secre-
tary, SamDaddy Anyanwu, 
Rt hon. Emeka Ihedioha, 
Prof  Udenta Udenta, Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu, Gov If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi, Ifeanyi 
Ararume, Sam Okire, Mrs 
Uju Kennedy Ohanenye, 
Hope Uzodinma, Orji Uzor 
Kalu and others  who sold 
Ndigbo to Bola Tinubu, 
Alhmed Lawan and Atiku 
Abubakar have murdered 
sleep and will not sleep 

again.
“Unfortunately, Gov. 

Hope Uzodinma who used 
our women as delegates to 
collect Ten thousand dollars 
($10,000) from Chibuike 
Amaechi, and end up in 
giving the women Three 
hundred thousand naira 
(300,000) yet he told the 
delegates to vote for Ahmed 
Lawal, this is another height 
of  greed and primitive accu-
mulation of  wealth and de-
liberate betrayal to Ndigbo 
by Gov Hope Uzodinma 
and his Cohorts”.

They disclosed that 
Gov. Hope Uzodinma has 
demonstrated his ill char-
acter over trust, and shows 
the inward betrayal attribute 
that forms his personality.

“The betrayal by Gov 
Hope Uzodinma, Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu, Gov. If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi, Ifeanyi 
Ararume Prof  Uden-
ta Udenta, Sam Daddy 
Nnaemeka Anyanwu, 
Southeast and Co against 
Southeast shall be carved 
down in stone as a memory 
that will not only hunt them 
but will hunt their children’s 
children. Ndigbo will not 
forget this excruciating po-
litical experience, by this 
political vampires, political 
cannibals and agents of  
darkness in Igbo.

“We earnestly pray that 
God will root them out 
from Igbo land, as we pre-
pare for new political eman-
cipation from the shackles 
of  political mediocrity and 
injury they caused us.

The group also threatened 
to make public the names of  

the all Delegates  and other 
Stakeholders that betrayed 
Southeast in 2022 presiden-
tial primary election.

“We are watching closely 
on those set to betray Ndi 
Igbo come Presidential elec-
tion 2023”

The Council, therefore, 
enjoined political stake-
holders from the region to 
solidarise with Mr. Peter 
Obi, the presidential candi-
date for Labour Party to en-
sure his victory in the forth-
coming general election.

“We, therefore, advise 
Southeast political stake-
holders and politicians to 
immediately key into the 
presidential project of  Mr. 
Peter Obi, we warn South-
east politicians that any 
attempt to sabotage Peter 
Obi presidential election 
must come with great con-
sequences.”

Enugu traditional rulers berate Governor 
Ugwuanyi on insensitivity to their welfare 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
raditional rulers in 
Enugu State have 
decried the alleged 

insensitivity of  the state 
government to their plight, 
saying they are poorly remu-
nerated.

They lamented that de-
spite the huge support they 
gave to the governor in their 
respective domains during 
his electioneering campaign 
in 2015, Ugwuanyi, has con-
tinued to treat them unfairly 
in terms of  general welfare.

Some of  the Monarchs, 
who craved anonymity for 
fear of  the unknown while 
speaking with reporters cor-
roborated each other, saying 

“we were more respected 
and treated like kings that 
we are, during the adminis-
tration of  former governor 
Sullivan Chime, unlike what 
we are experiencing under 
Ugwuanyi”

 “Remember under 
Chime, traditional rulers 
were given brand new cars, 
our salary or, call it stipend 
if  you like was increased 
from 30,000 (thirty thou-
sand naira) which Chima-
roke Nnamani’s government 
was paying us to 100, 000 
(one hundred thousand nai-
ra) and it was being paid as 
at when due.

 “Ugwuanyi came and in-
herited the 100, 000 which 
we were thinking he will in-
creased as his administration 

.... Gives 72hrs ultimatum to vacate Igbo land

progresses, at least, because 
of  the hard times we are fac-
ing , but he never did that till 
date.

It was learnt that the take 
home pay of  traditional rul-
ers in the state is about 95, 
000 and not 100,000 because 
of  the over 5,000 tax deduc-
tion.

One of  the Monarchs, and 
Octogenarian from a Com-
munity in Enugu East Sena-
torial district who is unhap-
py with the situation, said 
“We do interact with our 
colleagues in other South 
East States, and it is quite 
unfortunate that Enugu Tra-
ditional rulers are the least 
paid in the region.

 “Out of  this 95, 000, we 
also take care of  several 

problems, including issue of  
security in our respective do-
mains.

 “Rather than improve on 
our welfare, governor Ug-
wuanyi is more interested in 
creating Autonomous Com-
munities which always create 
room for Communal crisis.

According to them, “the 
most painful aspect of  the is-
sue of  the poor salary is that it 
doesn’t come as at when due, 
sometimes it is paid around 
16 or 17 of  new month.

Efforts to speak with the 
State Commissioner for 
Chieftaincy Matters, Barris-
ter Charles Egumgbe, was 
unsuccessful, as his mobile 
phone line could not go 
through as at the time of  go-
ing to press.
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Editorial

he Independent National TElectoral Commission (INEC) 
seems to have become helpless 

with the unprecedented surge in the 
number of citizens seeking to register 
in the ongoing voter registration 
exercise, ahead of the 2023 elections.

The development, which came 
with various undertones, as many of 
the complainants' claim that the INEC 
personnel are deliberately refusing to 
register people certain ethnicity who 
are domicile in another ethnic divide, 
though these insinuations have been 
criticized by well-meaning Nigerians 
who are opposed to divisions and 
tribal sentiments. 

For  instance,  the  Igbos  are 
reportedly trooping out en-masse in 
Lagos, Abuja and the Southeast for the 
registration exercise, a development 
said to be a remarkable shift from their 
previous insouciant attitude toward 
elections.

Some other reports from the 
registration centers suggest that the 
INEC is unprepared for the exercise, 
especially the huge turnout, resulting 
in an alleged attempt to disenfranchise 
some Nigerians. 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e s e 
insinuations and criticisms may have 
caused the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to 
quickly meet and device measures to 
address situation, with Commission's 
N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o n 
Information and Voter Education, 
Festus Okoye, revealing in a statement 
recently that the Commission has 
received reports of extraordinary rise 
in the number of persons seeking to be 
r e g i s t e r e d  a s  vo t e r s  a n d  t h e 
corresponding challenges.

“The Independent  National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) has 
received reports from our States 
indicating an unprecedented surge in 
the number of citizens that wish to 
register as voters and the challenges 
they face across the country. In some 
States,  the  sudden tur nout  of 
p r o s p e c t i v e  r e g i s t r a n t s  i s 
overwhelming,” the statement read.

“Consequently, the Commission 
convened an urgent meeting with all 
the Resident Electoral Commissioners 
(RECs) on Thursday 9th June 2022, to 
review the situation so that eligible 
Nigerians who wish to register are 
able to do so. The necessity to urgently 
d e p l oy  m o r e  vo t e r  e n r o l m e n t 
machines to ease the congestion at the 
registration centres was identified as a 
priority.

“In response, the Commission has 
immediately released additional 209 
machines deployed mainly to the five 
South Eastern States, Lagos and Kano 
where the pressure is most acute.

“The Commission will monitor the 
situation over the next few days. 
Thereafter, it will meet to review the 
progress of the exercise.

“Every step will be taken and all 
options will be explored to ensure that 
eligible Nigerians are given the 
opportunity to register as voters.

 “The Commission appeals for 
patience and understanding of all 
citizens. Every Nigerian who is 18 
years of  age and above has the 
constitutional right to register and 
vote in any part of the country he/she 
resides without let or hindrance.

“ T h e  s u d d e n  s u r g e  i s  a n 
a f f i r mat ion  of  the  increas ing 
confidence Nigerians have in our 
electoral process. The Commission 
will continue to ensure that this 
confidence is sustained.”

While applauding the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) for its intervention measures 
thus far, towards ensuring that all 
Nigerians up to the age of 18 years and 
above, wishing to register has an 
unrestricted opportunity, yet, the 
increasing surge has not abated.

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o u r  e a r n e s t 
submission that the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) should create more PVC 
Registration centres and as well 
deploy more machines especially in 
the most affected such as South East 
S ta tes,  addi t ion  to  ex tending 
registration period.

PVC registration:
Need for INEC to rise
above voters surge in
South Eastern states
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By George Emetuche

I 
believe that the argument 
that political structure is 
the beginning and end of  
victory in politics is not to-

tally sound. I think the conclu-
sion should better be contextu-
al, than definite. The scenario 
determines a lot. Now let me 
explain my position. I will use 
Peter Obi and Labour Party in 
Nigeria as a case. How do you 
define Political Structure if  not 
Money and People? I arrived at 
these two: Money and People 
because of  my little experience 
in politics – I shared with you. 
You need money to do cam-
paign, and service the Wards, 
Council, State and National 
activities; depending on the 
position you are contesting for. 
You need branding and cam-
paign materials, media public-
ity, party agents, and so on.

The second point is People. 
You need people to win an 
election.

My article today is a re-
sponse to the post by my US-
based Facebook friend – that 
Peter Obi should have stayed 
in PDP because of  structure. 
He believes that Labour Party 
lacks the capacity to give him 
victory.

I think this argument is fal-
lacious and one-sided. From 
what I have observed in Nige-
ria’s political arena, I believe 
there are two types of  follow-
ership.

The first is compromised and 
inorganic Followership. This 
segment of  followership needs 
deep pocket servicing. It goes 
for the highest bidder. This 
type of  followership is what 
we call Ndi Ijebego politicians 
in Igbo land. Ijebego means 
you are there already! This set 
of  Ndi Ijebego can tell other 
people Ijebego too. They are 
in for the highest bidder. If  you 
doubt this conclusion, ask the 
Son of  the former VP who has 
gone all out to recover his 76m 
in Kaduna. He gave 2m each 
to Ndi Ijebego Delegates. The 
delegates CHOPPED his mon-
ey and voted for his opponent!

The second category of  fol-
lowership is the Organic Fol-
lowers. This set is the people 
who follow a politician be-
cause of  the politician and not 
because of  his deep pocket or 
any other consideration. They 
are not bribed to follow; they 
follow a person out of  their 
volition. They even invest their 
resources of  time, talent and 
treasure because they believe 
in the vision of  the person they 
are following.

Peter Obi has organic follow-
ership that has covered the gap 
between People and Money. 
I am not saying that he won’t 
spend money at a time to en-

sure organization and admin-
istration; he surely will. Trav-
elling and visiting stakeholders 
in all the States is a huge invest-
ment of  resources and energy. I 
marvelled at his level of  energy 
and commitment to the project.

My position here is that Obi’s 
opponents use the fallacy of  
overrated Political Structure as 
a strategy to discourage his Or-
ganic Followers. I believe that 
Political Structure without the 
right people is overrated.

People matter. The right peo-
ple win the game. Look at this 
truth: People are volunteering 
and doing the campaign for 
Obi – free of charge, while oth-
er politicians pay heavily for 
such campaigns. Obi has said 
that he won’t share free money. 
He is living this promise.

I watched the short video clip 
of  two young artists in Uyo 
who created a portrait of  Peter 
Obi. That creative artwork has 
gone viral. This is organic fol-
lowership!

I followed the news of  the one 
million march for Obi that hap-
pened in major cities nation-
wide. I saw passionate follow-
ership of  people. I saw young 
men and women, I saw people 
from all walks of  life; from di-
verse cultures, tribes and reli-
gions – speaking the same lan-
guage because the goal is one: 
The quest For a New Nigeria is 
the Common Language.

I see that Youths have adopt-
ed Peter Obi as their candidate. 
They are doing creative cam-
paigns for him. People are now 
getting their PVCS more than 
ever!

INEC reports that Youths 
registration in the month of  
May, 2022 is 4.5m. Google the 
news. I think this is happening 
for the first time. This is the real 
structure!

Youths are creatively encour-
aging people to register and 
vote for Peter Obi. I watched 
a short clip that went viral – 
where Youths organized them-
selves in a neighbourhood in 
Abuja for online PVC registra-
tion. Their sole aim was to get 
more eligible people to register 
online for their PVCs. All for 
Peter Obi! Youths hired can-
opies, some printed banners, 
some brought their laptops, 
some shared data via hotspot, 
while some others contributed 
money for data. You see what I 
mean when I say Organic Fol-
lowership is the winning strat-
egy. Nothing beats it in a com-
petition!

The Labour party is an old 

party that has a presence all 
over the country. Members of  
the party are Civil Servants, 
Artisans, Professionals, and or-
dinary Nigerians. This is where 
you have the majority, the party 
only needs a strong candidate 
like Peter Obi to activate their 
strength and this is already 
happening. What structure is 
more than this!

An unconfirmed online up-
date reported that Labour par-
ty’s website crashed because of  
traffic within forty-eight hours 
after Obi joined them! They 
had to rebuild the website to 
accommodate the pressure!

In the course of  my profes-
sional life, I studied a lot about 
strategy. I know what works 
and the ones that won’t work. 
I am a sales and marketing 
strategist. I have done a lot of  
work in product positioning 
and repositioning. Success in 
life and business is about peo-
ple, strategy and process. Once 
these three are in place, you are 
good to go! Peter Obi has sold 
himself  to Nigerians. He is on 
the right track. The right Peo-
ple are the Structure and Peter 
Obi got them in large numbers!

Joining Labour Party is the 
best decision for Obi as some-
one who wants to be President. 
He may have remained in PDP 
if  he wanted to be Vice Presi-
dent.

The man has shown that he 
is ready to go all the way to 
bring the New Nigeria we de-
sire. He is going the extra mile. 
He is following the difficult and 
necessary path. He has shown 
that he wants to build from 
the scratch. This is noble. This 
shows smart hard work. This 

is commendable. Only a few 
Nigerian politicians will follow 
this difficult path. Many Nige-
rian politicians will prefer a big 
table that is set with a three-
course meal.

An average Nigerian politi-
cian doesn’t have time to build 
a system. Many of  them are 
naturally impatient and al-
ways in a hurry! Peter Obi has 
caused serious disruption in 
the political arena! This is the 
bitter truth. He has woken the 
consciousness of  many Nigeri-
ans.

My friend who is a business 
leader told me how he turned 
his house upside down search-
ing for his PVC. He later found 
it after a thorough search. He 
has given up on the system 
before Obi came on board to 
bring a breath of  fresh air.

I read the news of  a Nigerian 
Army Personnel, Musa Dawa, 
who resigned to join Peter 
Obi’s campaign. This is what I 
call National Movement! This 
is political disruption! How 
else do you want to describe 
Political Structure? Peter Obi is 
redefining the system for good.

Obi is the most talked-about 
Politician today. He is on the 
lips of  everyone. This is not 
about tribe, religion or any 
other parochial sentiment; it is 
about choosing a leader we can 
trust.

Vigo Hugo, French Poet and 
Novelist once said “Nothing 
is more powerful than an idea 
whose time has come.” Peter 
Obi is an idea whose time has 
come! Obi is no longer a can-
didate of  a political party; he 
has turned to a National Move-
ment! This claim is verifiable.

Obi has shown character. He 
has told his story, believably. 
No other Nigerian politician 
has been able to do so as Obi 
did. Also, Many Nigerian poli-
ticians usually dodge the press, 
but Obi is everywhere in the 
news because he is willing to 
go to the press anytime. Again, 
I say: this is verifiable.

The man Obi is clean. It’s 
about character. He has proved 
this on several occasions. Re-
member the Ikoyi apartments 
dollars saga. Obi permitted se-
curity operatives access to his 
house in his absence! He sent 
his keys while in London and 
the agents searched his home 
and found nothing! Which Ni-
gerian politician can do this? 
Maybe a few. Naturally, a lot of  
them would have hired SANs 
to stop security agents from 
entering their apartments. We 
know Nigerian politicians and 
their styles. Na today!

In Peter Obi, a New Nigeria 
is Possible. I don’t usually en-
dorse Nigerian Politicians, but 
in Peter Obi, my family found 
our Political Bus Stop.

Of Peter Obi’s 2023 chances in Labour Party

“
The man Obi is clean. It’s about 
character. He has proved this on 

several occasions. Remember 
the Ikoyi apartments dollars saga.
 Obi permitted security operatives
 access to his house in his absence! 
He sent his keys while in London 
and the agents searched his home

 and found nothing! Which Nigerian
 politician can do this? Maybe a few.
 Naturally, a lot of them would have
 hired SANs to stop security agents

 from entering their apartments. 
We know Nigerian politicians 

and their styles. 
Na today!

Peter Obi
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Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof

Electrictic Fields

lectric field is defined as the Eelectric force per unit charge. 
The direction of  the field is 

taken to be the direction of  the force it 
would exert on a positive test charge. 
The electric field is radially outward 
from a positive charge and radially in 
toward a negative point charge.

When a balloon is rubbed against a 
sweater, the balloon becomes charged. 
Because of  this charge, the balloon can 
stick to walls, but when placed beside 
another balloon that has also been 
rubbed, the first balloon will fly in the 
opposite direction.

This phenomenon is the result of  a 
property of  matter called electric 
charge. Electric charges produce 
electric fields: regions of  space around 
electrically charged particles or objects 
in which other electrically charged 
particles or objects would feel force. 

Electric Charge Definition 
An electric charge, which can be 

either positive or negative, is a 
property of  matter that causes two 
objects to attract or repel. If  the objects 
are oppositely charged (positive-
negative), they will attract; if  they are 
similarly charged (positive-positive or 
negative-negative), they will repel. 

The unit of  electric charge is the 
coulomb, which is defined as the 
amount of  electricity that is conveyed 

by an electrical current of  1 ampere in 1 
second. 

Atoms, which are the basic units of  
matter, are made of  three types of  
particles: electrons, neutrons, and 
protons.  Elect rons  and protons 
themselves are electrically charged and 
have a negative and positive charge, 
respectively. A neutron is not electrically 
charged. 

Many objects are electrically neutral 
and have a total net charge of  zero. If  
there is an excess of  either electrons or 
protons, thus yielding a net charge that is 
not zero, the objects are considered 
charged. 

One way to quantify electrical 
charge is by using the constant e = 1.602 

-19*10  coulombs. An electron, which is 
the smallest quantity of  negative 
electrical charge, has a charge of  -1.602 

-19
*10  coulombs. A proton, which is the 
smallest quantity of  positive electrical 

-19charge, has a charge of  +1.602 *10  
coulombs. Thus, 10 electrons would 
have a charge of  -10 e, and 10 protons 
would have a charge of  +10 e. 

Coulomb's Law 
Electric charges attract or repel each 

other because they exert forces on each 
other. The force between two electric 
point charges—idealized charges that 
are concentrated at one point in 
space—is described by Coulomb's law. 

Coulomb's law states that the strength, 
or magnitude, of  the force between two 
point charges is proportional to the 
magnitudes of  the charges and inversely 
proportional to the distance between the 
two charges. 

Mathematically, this is given as: 
2

F = (k|q q |)/r  1 2

where q  is the charge of  the first 1

point charge, q  is the charge of  the 2
9

second point charge, k = 8.988 * 10  
2 2

Nm /C  is Coulomb's constant, and r is 
the distance between two point 
charges. 

Although there are technically no 
real point charges, electrons, protons, 
and other particles are so small that 
they can be approximated by a point 
charge. 

Electric Field Formula 
An electric charge produces an 

electric field, which is a region of  space 
around an electrically charged particle 
or object in which an electric charge 
would feel force. The electric field 
exists at all points in space and can be 
observed by bringing another charge 
into the electric field. However, the 
electric field can be approximated as 
zero for practical purposes if  the 
charges are far enough from each 
other. 

Electric fields are a vector quantity 
and can be visualized as arrows going 
toward or away from charges. The lines 
are defined as pointing radially outward, 
away from a positive charge, or radially 
inward, toward a negative charge. 

The magnitude of  the electric field 
is given by the formula E = F/q, where 
E is the strength of  the electric field, F 
is the electric force, and q is the test 
charge that is being used to “feel” the 
electric field. 

Example: Electric Field of  2 Point 
Charges 

For two point charges, F is given by 
Coulomb's law above. 

2
Thus, F = (k|q q |)/r , where q  is 1 2 2

defined as the test charge that is being 
used to “feel” the electric field.

We then use the electric field 
formula to obtain E = F/q , since q  has 2 2

been defined as the test charge.
After substituting for F, E = 

2(k|q |)/r .1

Electric Field of Point Charge
The electric field of  a point charge 

can be obtained from Coulomb's law: 

The electric field is radially 
outward from the point charge in all 
directions. The circles represent 
spherical equipotential surfaces.
The electric field from any number of  
point charges can be obtained from a 
vector sum of  the individual fields. A 
positive number is taken to be an 
outward field; the field of  a negative 
charge is toward it. 

T h
i s ele
ctric field expre
ssion can also b e 
obtained by applying Gauss' law. 

Electric and Magnetic Constants
In the equations describing electric 

and magnet ic  f ie lds  and the i r 
propagation, three constants are 
normally used. One is the speed of  
light c, and the other two are the 
electric permittivity of  free space ε  and 0

the magnetic permeability of  free 
space, μ . The magnetic permeability 0

of  free space is taken to have the exact 
value

This contains the force unit N for 
Newton and the unit A is the Ampere, 
the unit of  electric current. 

With the magnetic permeability 
established, the electric permittivity 
t a k e s  t h e  va l u e  g ive n  b y  t h e 
relationship 

Where the speed of  light c is given 
by 

This gives a value of  free space 
permittivity

which in practice is often used in 
the form 

These expressions contain the units 
F for Farad, the unit of  capacitance, 
and C for Coulomb, the unit of  electric 
charge.

In the presence of  polarizable or 
magnet ic  media ,  the  e f fec t ive 
constants will have different values. In 
the case of  a polarizable medium, 
called a dielectric, the comparison is 
stated as a relative permittivity or a 
dielectric constant. In the case of  
m a g n e t i c  m e d i a ,  t h e  r e l a t ive 
permeability may be stated. 

Key notes:
An electric charge is a property of  

matter that causes two objects to 
attract or repel depending on their 
charges (positive or negative).

An electric field is a region of  space 
around an electrically charged particle 
or object in which an electric charge 
would feel force.

An electric field is a vector quantity 
and can be visualized as arrows going 
toward or away from charges. The lines 
are defined as pointing radially outward, 
away from a positive charge, or radially 
inward, toward a negative charge.
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a t i o n a l 

NU n i v e r s i t i e s 
Commission has 

approved 31 out of  37 
courses presented by the 
Lagos State University, 
Ojo, for accreditation. 

A statement signed by 
the Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Education, 
Mr Tokunbo Wahab, 

n the heat of  failed In e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d 
counter efforts made 

between the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities(ASUU) that 
has kept Nigerian students 

t is a little difficult time Ifor the Vice President, 
P r o f e s s o r  Y e m i 

Osinbajo, having lost his 
first major electoral battle.  
He could not secure the All 
Progressives Congress' 
presidential ticket, which 
he lost to a veteran, Asiwaju 
Bola Tinubu. The politics 
of  the battle should not be 
our headache here; after all, 
t h e  d u o  a n d  o t h e r 
c o n t e s t a n t s  a r e  f a s t 
reconciling. 

But Osinbajo has done 
something good for us in 
this class in the aftermath of  
the  p r imar y  po l l .   A 
statement I plucked from 

his eloquent tongue last 
Friday is one that I want us 
to discuss, particularly 
paying attention to the way 
he handled a verb in it – an 
i r regular  verb usual ly 
assaulted by many.  The 
word is among the ones we 
have treated in this class but 
encountering it live from a 
presidential mouth should 
reinforce our perspective on 
it. Here is the statement: 

The story has just 
started, the movement has 
just begun.

This is the correct way 
to handle the verb, 'begin', 
when used in the participle 
form. In the circumstance, 
many would say, '… the 

movement has just began.' 
It is the same way they 
would say they have ran, 
they have sang a song or 
they have rang the bell – all 
of  which are incorrect. So, 
what Osinbajo is proving is 
that 'begin' is the present 
tense, 'began' the past and 
'begun' the present/past 
participle form. 

Consider the following 
too: 

The movement has just 
began. (Wrong)

Concerning the second 
question bordering on 
punctuation marks, a semi 
colon, a colon and a full 
stop can work there. Watch 
these: 

The story has just 

started, the movement has 
just begun. (A compound 
sentence with a comma.) 

The story has just 
started; the movement has 
j u s t  b e g u n .  ( S t i l l  a 
compound sentence, with a 
semi colon.) 

The story has just 
started: the movement has 
just begun. (A compound 
sentence, with a colon.) 

The story has just 
started. The movement has 
just begun. (Two separate 
sentences with two full 
stops.) 

So, whenever you need 
to write a statement like 
that, you can opt for any of  
the forms. 

in the public universities at 
home for four(4) months, 
a  h u m a n  r i g h t  a n d 
accountability advocate 
H o n  O b i d i k e 
C h u k w u e b u k a  h a s 
c h a r g e d  F e d e r a l 

Gover nment  to  send 
students back to school 
and improve the country's 
educational system noting 
that Education improves 
economy.

Disclosing this in a 

s t a t e m e n t ,  O b i d i k e 
categorically stated that 
the higher their education 
and accomplishments, the 
b e t t e r  e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities for them. 
“People who grew up poor 

but were educated have 
h i g h  c h a n c e s  o f  
transforming themselves, 
thus contributing to a 
decrease  in  soc ie ty ' s 
poverty rates. Education 
helps  countr ies  g row 
economically since it is 
about getting knowledge 
and being able to apply it 
wisely to our lives and, at 
the same time, improving 
other people's lives.

“Education is very 
impor tant in modern 
society. One needs to learn 
about culture, history and 
other important aspects so 
that he/she would be able 
to contribute to the society. 
Education molds people 
into leaders not only with 
knowledge about (college) 
subjects, but it also shows 
them how to lead with 
emotions and true values. 
Educated people  can 
e a s i l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e 
b e t w e e n  r i g h t s  a n d 
wrongs, thus education 
helps to reduce crime rate. 
Bad events are happening 
around the world – only 

competent leaders can 
help guide us down a good 
and right path.

“Digital education 
helps connect with people 
and organizations around 
the world. Borders are no 
longer there. Being able to 
communicate and share 
opinions with people from 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d 
cultures, widens horizons 
and helps us understand 
a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  e a c h 
other”, Obidike said.

The industrial action 
taken by the Academic 
Union has stif led the 
academic activities of  
public universities since 
the month of  February, 
several meetings that has 
wi tnessed  dead  ends 
shows unpreparedness of  
the government to return 
the students back to their 
lecture halls.

“I thereby call on the 
federal government to 
send students back to 
school”.

the  fas tes t  and most 
e f f ec t ive  s t r a t eg y  in 
a c h i e v i n g 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l 
governance in the current 
democratic experience. 

Wahab said, “Out of  
3 7  c o u r s e s  L A S U 
p r e s e n t e d  f o r 
accreditation before NUC 
d u r i n g  O c t o b e r / 

unprecedented in the 
history of  the university 
s ince i ts  40 years of  
existence.” 

Also, the  notification 
letter written by NUC to 
LASU and signed by its 
Director of  Accreditation, 
Dr Maryam Sali, said,  
“ L A S U,  d u r i n g  t h e 
October/November 2021 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Accreditation  exercise 
conducted across  a l l 

commended the Lagos 
State Governor, Bababjide 
Sanwo-Olu for bringing 
sustainable reforms to the 
state education sector, 
saying they were yielding 
positive results. 

Wahab noted that the 
current administration's 
T . H . E . M . E . S 
development agenda was 

November 2021 NUC 
Academic Programmes 
Accreditation Exercise for 
Nigerian Universities, 31 
o f  t h o s e  c o u r s e s 
representing 96.0 per cent 
g o t  N U C  f u l l 
accreditation status.”

The Vice-Chancellor 
of  the University, Prof. 
Ibiyemi Bello said, ''Such 
e x c e l l e n t  f e a t  i s 

Nigerian universities, got 
full accreditation for 31 
out of  the 37 courses 
presented  before  the 
Commission with an 
excellent grade of  96.0 per 
cent.” 

 Courses which had 
NUC full accreditation 
w e r e  A c c o u n t i n g , 
Banking and Finance, 
Business Administration, 
and Local Government 
and Development Studies.

LASU gets NUC approval for 31 courses 

Send students back to school, improve education, Obidike charges FG

Something to learn from the way Osinbajo
handled the irregular verb, 'begin' 
By Akeem Lasisi
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News

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Colleges of  Educa-
tion Academic Staff  
Union (COEASU)

National ’s Executive Coun-
cil (NEC) has declared a 
one-month strike, which be-
gan on Tuesday, June 14th is 
said to have commenced fol-
lowing following the expira-
tion of  the 21-day ultimatum 
issued to government on the 
lingering issues of  industrial 
concerns, the Union made 
the decision after a meeting 
on Friday, June 10 at the 
Federal College of  Educa-
tion (Technical), Asaba, Del-
ta State, where it assessed the 
level of  federal government 
response to its requests.

A communiqué issued by 
COEASU President, Dr. 
Smart Olugbeko, and Gen-
eral Secretary, Dr. Ahmed 
Bazza Lawan, respectively, 
informed journalists of  the 
strike action.

The statement read in part, 
“The total strike action sus-
pended by the Union in De-
cember 2018 will be resumed 
immediately for four weeks 
in the first instance. NEC 
shall reconvene after the 
four weeks of  strike action 
to re-assess the level of  the 
Government’s commitment 
on the issues for an appro-
priate decision on the way 
forward thenceforth.

 “Every Chapter Congress 
across the federation should 
convene on Tuesday, June 
14, 2022, to adequately in-

College of Education Academic Staff
Union begins one-month strike

form the Congress on the 
commencement of  the strike 
action due to the festering 
issues and the status of  inac-
tion leading to the industrial 
action.

“Leadership of  the Union 
at all levels (National, Zonal 
and Chapter) should embark 
on an emphatic media cam-
paign towards seamless pub-
lic awareness on the issues 
leading to the strike action.

“The strike action shall be 
total and all members of  the 
academic staff  in all Colleg-
es of  Education (both Feder-
al and State) must withdraw 
from all statutory duties 
without exemption.

 “All State-owned Colleges 
already on industrial action 
to press home local demands 
should impress on their re-
spective Managements that 
the local strike shall contin-
ue in the unexpected event 
that their local issues remain 
unresolved by the end of  the 
nationwide strike.

“Vice Presidents/Zonal 
Coordinators shall monitor 
the compliance of  Chapters 
in their respective Zones 
while defaulting Chapters 
shall be prevented from 
enjoying the gains of  the 
struggle and earn themselves 
other sanctions as NEC shall 
deem applicable based on 
normal Union regulations 
pertaining to Collective Bar-
gaining.”

Meanwhile, the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities 
(ASUU), which went on 
strike two months ago, is 
continuing on strike indefi-

Association of Medical Laboratory Scientists of Nigeria protestanting over the death of their colleague at the State Police command, 
Abakaliki.

Ebonyi Medical Laboratory Scientists
protest killing of colleague
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Association of  
Medical Laboratory 
Scientists of  Nigeria 

(AMLSN) Ebonyi state chap-
ter has protested the grue-
some killing of  their member, 
Mr. Casmir Afamefuna Ani 
in Abakaliki

The Protestants who 
marched around state capi-
tal to State Police command 
were chanting for justice.

In a protest letter submit-
ted to the Commissioner 
of  Police, Ebonyi state, CP 
Garba Aliyu, signed by the 
state chairman of  the organ-
ization, Clement Alobu and 
the Secretary Godwin Nwi-
bo, the association asked the 
police to fish out the perpetra-
tors of  the crime.

The letter reads, “lt is with 
deep emotional pain and 
bleeding hearts that we, the 
members of  the above-named 
Association write to inform 

your office of  the gruesome 
murder of  Mr. Casmir Afa-
mefuna ANI who was our 
member and professional 
colleague, on the night of  Fri-
day, June 10, 2022, around 
Ojeowere street, Brackenbury 
street area in Abakaliki. 

“With this ugly develop-
ment, we no longer feel safe 
to even do our jobs since one 
of  us could be mowed down 
so easily without any inter-
vention by the law enforce-
ment agents or even the state 

vigilante outfit (alias Ebube 
Agu). Sir, our demands from 
your office are as follows : 
“An immediate takeover of  
the case from the EkeAba 
Police Division by the State 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (SCID) for a more 
robust investigation into the 
crime. “Deployment of  ade-
quate manpower and logistics 
that would lead to the prompt 
track down and arrest of  the 
perpetrators of  this dastardly 
act, their collaborators, and 
possibly, sponsors. 

“To use your good offices 
to interface with any rele-
vant sister security agency 
or organization, our Asso-
ciation inclusive, to get the 
much-needed justice for the 
grieving young widow and 
four little kids of  our slain 
colleague, the youngest being 
just about 3 weeks old so that 
they could have some closure 
knowing that those that cut 
short the life of  their hus-
band/father did not get away 
with their evil act. “We offer 
our full cooperation to assist 
your men with any informa-
tion that would help in unrav-
eling the mysteries behind the 
ungodly incident as we look 
forward to a positive response 
from your office”. 

Collaborating AMLSN, 
National president of  Young 
Medical laboratory Scien-
tists forum,Emmanuel Koda 
Nkuma, said, “I came all the 
way from Calabar, I came 
here in solidarity and to make 
sure that what is to be done is 
done rightly. I believe that the 
police force will do the right 
thing to apprehend the peo-
ple behind responsible for this 
act”.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

C
entre for Transpar-
ency Advocacy has 
completed plans to 

provide no fewer than fif-
ty trained observers for the 
coming Ekiti Governorship 
election scheduled to hold 
on 18th June. 

The advocacy group also 
noted that they have met 
with all stakeholders and se-
curity agencies in the state 
and are set to open a Situ-
ation Room from Friday 
17th July 2022 in Ado-Ekiti 
to collect reports from field 
observers throughout the 
state.

Executive Director, Cen-
tre for Transparency Ad-
vocacy (CTA), Faith Nwa-
dishi diclosed this to News 
Echo in a press statement 
on Monday. 

According to the Director 
“A few days remain until 
the Ekiti governor’s race. 
The election scheduled for 
18 June 2022 will be the 
sixth election for governor 
of  Ekiti State. According 
to INEC statistics, sixteen 
political parties are compet-
ing for the votes of  eligible 
voters in 2,445 polling units 
Wards to become the next 
governor of  the state”.

“Ekiti State presently has 
988,923 registered voters, 
according to INEC figures 
(79,338 more than 2018). 
There are 502,906 females\ 
(51%) and 486 017 males 
included in these figures 
(49%)”.

“Additionally, INEC has 
declared that it will pro-
vide 3,346 BVAS devices to 
the 10,269 polling workers 
throughout the election”.

“In preparation for the 

next governorship election, 
the Centre for Transpar-
ency Advocacy (CTA), an 
accredited election observ-
er, convened a stakeholder 
conference with partici-
pants from many sectors 
and fields in relation to their 
electoral roles. Participants 
were selected from the fol-
lowing groups and organi-
zations: INEC, Tradition-
al rulers, Police, FRSC, 
NSCDC, Immigration, 
Civil Society Organisations 
(CSO’s), Nigerian Youth 
Parliament Ekiti State 
Chapter, National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA), Inter 
Party Advisory Council 
(IPAC), Market women’s 
Association (Iyalojas), Re-
ligious bodies, NUJ, Rat-
tawu and citizens”.

The various participants 
discussed their roles in the 
election, and the security 
services reassured the pub-
lic of  their readiness.

Prior to the meeting, the 

...Opens situation room for complaints 

CTA team made advocacy 
visits to security agencies 
and important government 
agencies, including the 
DSS, the NSCDC, and the 
National Orientation agen-
cy. CTA launched media 
sensitization programs to 
raise citizens’ awareness of  
the need to vote en masse 
and to maintain peace and 
order before, during, and af-
ter elections.

“CTA will deploy fifty 
(50) observers to the sixteen 
Local Government Areas 
of  Ekiti State. These observ-
ers will receive training on 
the Electoral Act of  2022, 
election observation, and 
INEC Election Guidelines.

CTA will also open a Sit-
uation Room from Friday 
17th July 2022 in Ado-Ekiti 
to collect reports from field 
observers throughout the 
state”.

According to Faith Nwa-
dishi, “We are concerned 
that the election is taking 
place in Nigeria amid a per-
ilous security climate. Par-
ticipants were informed of  
what was expected of  them 

before, during, and after the 
election, which made for a 
fascinating and enlighten-
ing discussion”. 

The meeting produced 
the following resolutions: 
1. This political actor must 
guarantee that his or her 
acts and statements do not 
incite violence or unduly in-
flame the political climate, 
2. That security authorities 
should provide guarantees 
and make necessary meas-
ures for the protection of  
voters prior to and follow-
ing elections, 3. that voters 
must turn out in large num-
bers to exercise their dem-
ocratic rights by voting for 
their preferred candidates 
and avoiding vote-buying, 
4. INEC should ensure 
that its workers are fully 
trained on the operation 
of  the BVAS machines and 
the election guidelines to 
guarantee a free, fair, and 
credible governorship elec-
tion, 5. that parents must 
not allow their children to 
be used as political thugs 
to disrupt the peaceful con-
duct of  elections.
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News Analysis

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he Abia State Chap-
ter of  the Nigerian 
Medical Associa-
tion (NMA) have 

withdrawn medical servic-
es from all hospitals in the 
state as at Tuesday following 
the kidnap and continuous 
detention of  their colleague 
and an elder statesman, Prof  
Uwadinachi Iweha. 

The 74 years old Iweha, 
a former Medical Director 
of  the Abia State Universi-
ty Teaching Hospital (AB-
SUTH) was kidnapped on 
Sunday 6th June 2022, at 4 
pm in front of  his house at 
Umuajameze Ezeleke Umu-
okpara Umuahia South 
Local Government Area. 
peaking to journalists 
through a release signed by 
Dr Chimezie Godswill Ok-
wuonu,      Chairman Abia 
NMA and Secretary, Dr Rob-
inson Ugwuanyi, Dr Umen-
wa Joachim, the Vice Chair-
man of  Abia NMA said that 
doctors are no longer sure 
about their safety.

He said, “Arising from 
its meeting on Friday 10th 
June 2022, the NMA Abia 
State Branch took a peaceful 

Danger looms in Abia as medical
doctors withdraw services

protest to the Government 
House where it registered its 
displeasure at the kidnap of  
its senior medical colleague. 

“We were received by the 
Chief  of  Staff  Chief  Okey 
Ahaiwe, who assured us, on 
behalf  of  the Governor, that 
government will do all the 
needful to ensure the release 
of  its colleague. We are still 
looking up to this promise.

“Today, Tuesday 14th, the 
NMA Abia State have com-
menced a withdrawal of  
services in both public and 
private sectors, to register its 
deep displeasure at this un-
fortunate incident and give 
its members time to join the 
family in searching for its 
members.  

Doctors in Abia wage protest after kidnap of their colleague, Prof. Uwadinachi Iweha.

“However, emergency ser-
vices are still going on to ena-
ble our members to attend to 
critical patients.  We shall also 
take out time to pray for Prof  
Iweha and carry out a very 
peaceful rally to show that we 
stand by our own in this time 
of  trial” Joachim said.

Joachim said that as an 
Association, it contacted the 
relevant agencies and the 
Government of  Abia state 
and up until today Tuesday 
14th June, they are yet to hear 
from their colleague or see 
him.  He said, “As an Asso-
ciation deeply involved in the 
welfare of  Medical Doctors 
in Abia State, we are worried 
that nine days down the line, 
Prof  Uwadinachi Iweha is 

still within the kidnappers’ 
Den. 

“This is traumatic, depress-
ing, dehumanising and has 
instilled a lot of  fear with-
in the medical community 
whose primary objective is to 
save the life of  Abians from 
the medical point of  view. 

“The Nigerian Medical As-
sociation, Abia State here-
by condemns the kidnap of  
its member and calls on the 
Abia State Government and 
security apparatus to do all 
that is necessary to secure his 
release.” 

Joachim said that Abia 
State is known as one of  the 
most peaceful states in Ni-
geria, but the recent spate of  
kidnap with its attendant con-
sequences on the morale of  
its citizens has the capability 
of  eroding the achievement 
the state has made in the area 
of  security. 

“Prof  Iweha served Abia 
State diligently as the Chief  
Medical Director of  Abia 
State University Teaching 
Hospital Aba and Abia Spe-
cialist Hospital and Diagnos-
tic Centre. “Currently he is 
the Provost of  Gregory Uni-
versity College Of  Medicine, 
Umuahia Campus. Our ear-
nest prayer is that his health 

condition does not deteri-
orate further and he comes 
back alive to us and his fam-
ily.” 

He said that the nature and 
scope of  their work involve 
being on the road any time 
they are called, as more than 
95% of  Doctors reside out-
side their place of  work.

Jaochim added that with 
the current state of  fear 
caused by the kidnap and de-
tention of  Prof. Iweha, safety 
cannot be guaranteed and it 
will be difficult to attend to 
duties as normal as no one 
knows who will be the next 
victim.

He added that the physi-
cian pledge, as amended by 
the 68th World Medical As-
sociation General Assembly 
Chicago in 2017 states in line 
11 “I will take care of  my 
health and well-being, and 
abilities to provide care of  
the highest standards.” 

Joachim said that with the 
kidnap and continued deten-
tion of  Prof  Iweha, they are 
not assured of  their health 
and well-being as Doctors in 
this environment; hence may 
not provide care of  the high-
est standard.

“As an Association deeply involved in the 
welfare of Medical Doctors in Abia State,

 we are worried that nine days down the line, 
Prof Uwadinachi Iweha is still within the 

kidnappers’ Den. “This is traumatic,
 depressing, dehumanising and has instilled
 a lot of fear within the medical community

 whose primary objective is to save the life of 
Abians from the medical point of view. 

“The Nigerian Medical Association, 
Abia State hereby condemns the kidnap

 of its member and calls on the Abia State
 Government and security apparatus 

to do all that is necessary to secure his release” 
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News Feature

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he residents of  Owerri 
metropolis particular-
ly those who live and 
trade at Works Lay-

out, Douglas, Ama JK, Royce 
and MCC/Uratta areas, have 
decried excessive, uncontrol-
lable flood wrecking havoc on 
the people despite state govern-
ment’s claims to have tackled the 
flood through Balloon Technol-
ogy Tunnels, a modern method 
meant to control water through 
the drainages to the rivers.

They cried out that the heap 
of  debris dumped on the mid-
dle of  Douglas Road and aban-
doned by government for over 
three weeks is annoyingly stink-
ing, scaring people off  the area. 
They lamented that the debris 
does not only cause health haz-
ards, it equally drives away trad-
ers, buyers, commercial trans-
porters and residents of  the area 
said to be the most populated 
and popular area of  Owerri me-
tropolis.

It could be recalled that late 
last year, Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma invited President Mo-
hammadu Buhari to Imo State 
who came and commissioned 
the Balloon Technology Tun-
nel at Dig Tiger Road and some 
other projects which included 
the yet-to-be-completed Naze/
Nekede/Ihiagwa/Obinze 
Road. Since then, flooding has 
worsened in Owerri metropolis 
particularly Douglas, MCC/
Uratta and Works Layout, 
World Bank and Umuguma 
areas despite huge amount of  
money spent to that effect. The 
residents wondered why the 
Balloon Technology Tunnel has 
not been effectively controlling 
the Waters as initially claimed 
by government.

Speaking to News Echo on 
the heels of  the devastating and 
stinking Douglas and MCC/
Uratta environments on Mon-
day in Owerri, the residents ac-
cused the state government of  
being lackadaisical about their 
welfare and wellbeing, saying 
government is fond of  abandon-
ing refuse at the areas, as well 
as not doing much in fixing the 
gutters, tunnels and covets to 
channel or control the water ap-
propriately.

As a result of  the environmen-
tal menace, a trader at Douglas 
axis who sells ladies and babies 
wears, Amaechi Damian, told 
News Echo that the debris caus-
es health hazards to residents 
and those who do business close 
to the dump. He regretted that 
the debris has been “abandoned 

Balloon Technology:  Owerri residents decry
flooding, stinking debris at Douglas

for more than three weeks with 
no effort being made by author-
ity to evacuate it. We have been 
restless staying and trading in 
this kind of  stinking environ-
ment. This is bad and we are not 
happy with this ugly thing star-
ring at us every day. Although, 
we, the traders at Ekeukwu 
Market, Douglas, had contribut-
ed money and scavengers have 
been contracted to evacuate the 
debris in few days time. Gov-
ernment should provide more 
refuse dump equipment to fore-
stall indiscriminate disposal of  
debris. And government should 
equally impose fine on any per-
son who dumps refuse random-
ly. This measure will go a long 
way to reducing the menace”.

A mini bus commercial driver 
who loads passengers by Ro-
tobi Street adjacent the refuse, 
Alaegbu Ejike, when accosted, 
said “passengers are very scared 
of  boarding vehicle here be-
cause of  the odor oozing from 
the dump. And drivers are tired 
of  inhaling the stench because 
it affects our health so adverse-
ly. It gets worse when rain falls. 
When the flood which flows to 
nowhere meets the refuse it be-
comes another thing. My feet, 
my ankle are itching me terribly 
and I’m rushing to go home to 
take hot water. Government 
should stop delaying in evacu-
ating those rubbishes. (Pointing 
at the refuse). It is bad that flood 
has resumed work in Owerri 
again. Do we really have a car-
ing government?”.

Just as a trader and an indi-
gene of  Owerri who resides at 
Douglas, Mrs. Uche Oparaugo, 
lamented that “those living at 
Douglas axis suffer adversely 
due to excessive flooding and 

neglected stinking debris which 
makes us restless even in our 
homes. Any time there was rain, 
Mbaise Road, Rotobi Street, 
Ama Hausa Area, MCC/Urat-
ta Axis, Ama JK, Royce Area 
will be highly devastated, caus-
ing traffic gridlock, scaring buy-
ers off. Health issues are also ex-
perienced. Government should 
solidify the Balloon Technology 
Tunnel with a view to putting 
a stop to the anomaly. Owerri 
will be free from flooding if  the 
flood is properly controlled and 
government should try to help 
us out of  this lingering mess of  
flooding”.

Commenting, a lecturer with 
the Imo State University, Ower-
ri, Dr. Eze Nwaiwu, who resides 
at Works Layout, Owerri, point-
ed out that the Balloon Technol-
ogy Tunnel has failed because it 
was not properly done. 

According to the lecturer, 
“the acclaimed flood control 
Balloon Technology Control 
Site at Works Layout/Bishop 
Unegbu Road, Government 
House Roundabout, Umugu-
ma, Worldbank, MCC/Uratta, 
Warehouse, Umezuruike, Em-
manuel College Roundabout 
among others is not expanding 
to the water ways of  Nworie 
River and if  water should flow 
freely through the tunnels to the 
rivers, government has to assist 
the contracting firms handling 
the project to intensify the Bal-
loon Technology by using solid 
and quality materials to build 
a strong tunnel. The idea con-
ceived by government is a good 
one, but it should be done right-
ly and solidly”.

However, a student of  Alvan 
Ikokwu Federal College of  Ed-
ucation, Owerri, Nancy Uba, 

called on the Imo State Gov-
ernment to rescue the people by 
quickly evacuating the stinking 
debris, tackle flooding in order 
to improve the health of  citi-
zens, as well as boost commer-
cial activities, reduce crime and 
suffering they experience on dai-
ly basis. 

The student “suggested to gov-
ernment to revive the monthly 
sanitation exercise in Imo State. 
This measure will go a long way 
to enhance cleanliness in all 
nooks and crannies of  Imo State. 
The Green and Clean Policy of  
the Ikedi Ohakim led adminis-
tration should be consolidated. 
Imo will experience clean, sweet 
and healthy environment”.

In his comment while inspect-
ing the Naze, Nekede, Ihiag-
wa, Obinze Road recently, the 
Commissioner of  Works, Hon. 
Ralph Nwosu, said that the Imo 
State Government is making 
good effort to curb flooding in 
Owerri.

Nwosu stressed that the 3r led 
APC government did “not only 
introduce Balloon Technology, 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
has embarked on expanding the 
waterways of  Nworie River to 
serve as a collecting channels 
for flood in Owerri. Areas like 
Worldbank, Umuguma, Works 
Layout, Warehouse, Ume-
zuruike, Emmanuel College 
Roundabout will soon bid fare-
well to flooding”.

He commended the contrac-
tor (Leo9) handling some of  the 
projects for steady construction 
despite challenges, urging him 
to sustain the progression, call-
ing on contractors slowing their 
works to expedite action for 
timely completion of  the pro-
jects to ease traffic movement 
within the city.

The acclaimed flood control Balloon 
Technology Control Site at Works Layout/
Bishop Unegbu Road, Government House 

Roundabout, Umuguma, Worldbank,
 MCC/Uratta, Warehouse, Umezuruike,
 Emmanuel College Roundabout among 

others is not expanding to the water 
ways of Nworie River and if water 

should flow freely through the tunnels 
to the rivers, government has to assist 

the contracting firms handling the
 project to intensify the Balloon 

Technology by using solid and quality 
materials to build a strong tunnel.
 The idea conceived by government 
is a good one, but it should be done

rightly and solidly

“

Gov. Uzodimma        Excessive �ood at Douglas Axis Owerri.
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Zelensky in discussion with President Biden of US.

V
olodymyr Zelensky’s 
aides have hit back at 
Joe Biden’s remarks that 
the Ukrainian president 

“didn’t want to hear it” when US 
intelligence alerted him that Rus-
sia was preparing an invasion and 
had called it “absurd”.

Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy spoke during a joint 
press conference with European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
recently.

Von der Leyen is making her 
second visit to Ukraine since Rus-
sia invaded its neighbor. She was 
one of  the first European leaders 
to go to Ukraine during the war. 
(AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

Ukrainian presidential advis-
er Mykhailo Podoliak criticised 
Mr Biden for putting the blame 
on Ukraine while Mr Zelensky’s 
spokesperson Sergei Nikiforov 
said the remark “probably needs 
to be clarified” as it was their 
partners who had paid no heed to 
Ukraine’s concerns.

Mr Nikiforov told Russian-lan-
guage Ukrainian news outlet Liga 
that Mr Zelensky had “three or 
four telephone conversations” 
with Mr Biden before the war 
started, during which they ex-
changed “detailed” assessments 
of  the situation.

He also said it was Ukraine that 
demanded preventative measures 
to put Russia on that backfoot but 
“our partners...did not want to 
hear us”.

“Therefore, the phrase ‘didn’t 
want to hear’ probably needs to be 

clarified,” he told the outlet.
“In addition, if  you remember, 

the president of  Ukraine called on 
partners to introduce a package 
of  preventive sanctions in order 
to encourage Russia to withdraw 
troops and de-escalate the situa-
tion.”

“Here we can already say that 
our partners ‘did not want to hear 
us,’” Mr Nikiforov said.

Mr Podoliak told the same news 
outlet that Mr Zelensky was con-
sistently in talks over Russia’s 
intentions and said Mr Biden’s 
comments were not “not entirely 
true”.

Mr Podoliak said Kyiv had been 
“well aware that Russia was devel-
oping various expansion scenari-
os”.

“Volodymyr Zelensky constant-
ly had an analyst on the table 
based on high-quality intelligence. 
The president also responded care-
fully to all the words and warnings 
of  our partners. The question was 
always: what will be the scope of  
the invasion?”

“And finally, the key, I think it 
is pointless to blame the country, 
which is more than 100 days [into] 
a full-fledged war against a much 
more resourceful opponent, if  key 
countries have failed to prevent the 
militaristic appetites of  the Rus-
sian Federation, knowing them 
well,” Mr Podoliak said, accord-
ing to independent Russian outlet 
Interfax.

“Undoubtedly, the volume of  
the invasion, which we saw on 
February 24, shocked many coun-
tries, including our partners,” add-

Ukraine hits back at Biden’s ‘absurd’ 
remark on Zelensky

Facing gas ‘blackmail’ by Russia, 
EU turns to Israel

T
he European Union 
wants to strengthen 
its energy cooperation 
with Israel in light of 

Russia’s use of gas supplies to 
“blackmail” its members over 

the Ukraine conflict, European 
Commission chief Ursula von 
der Leyen said Tuesday.

“The Kremlin has used our 
dependency on Russian fossil 
fuels to blackmail us,” she said 

in a speech at the Ben Gurion 
University in the southern Is-
raeli city of Beersheba.

“Since the beginning of  the 
war, Russia has deliberately cut 
off  its gas supplies to Poland, 

ed Mr Podoliak.
Speaking to donors at a Demo-

cratic fundraiser on Friday, the US 
President had said Mr Zelensky 
“didn’t want to hear it” when US 
intelligence had gathered informa-
tion that Russia was preparing to 
invade.

“Nothing like this has happened 
since World War Two,” Mr Bid-
en said. “I know a lot of  people 
thought I was maybe exaggerating. 

But I knew we had data to sustain 
[Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin] was going to go in, off  the 
border. There was no doubt. And 
Zelensky didn’t want to hear it.”

Mr Biden was talking about his 
work to rally and solidify support 
for Ukraine as the war continues 
into its fourth month.

Although Mr Zelensky has in-
spired people with his leadership 
during the war, his preparation for 

the invasion – or lack thereof  – has 
remained a controversial issue.

In the weeks before the war 
began on 24 February, Mr Zelen-
sky publicly bristled as Biden ad-
ministration officials repeatedly 
warned that a Russian invasion 
was highly likely.

At the time, Mr Zelensky was 
also concerned that the drumbeat 
of  war was unsettling Ukraine’s 
fragile economy. 

Bulgaria and Finland, and Dutch 
and Danish companies, in retalia-
tion for our support to Ukraine.” 

But Moscow’s conduct “only 
strengthens our resolve to break 
free of  our dependence on Rus-
sian fossil fuels,” she said, noting 
the EU was “exploring ways to 
step up our energy cooperation 
with Israel,” with work on an un-
derwater power cable and a gas 
pipeline in the eastern Mediterra-

nean.
Israel exports gas 

to Egypt, some of  
which is then lique-
fied and shipped to 
Europe. A significant 
increase in gas ex-
ports would require 
major long-term in-
frastructure invest-
ments. 

In talks with Ener-
gy Minister Karine 
Elharrar on Monday, 
von der Leyen reit-
erated “the EU need 
for Israeli gas,” the 
minister’s spokesper-
son said.

The spokesperson 
said there had been 
talks since March on 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen underlines the EU’s 
determination to end its dependence on Russia oil and gas in a speech in 
the Israeli city of Beersheba.

establishing the legal framework 
to enable more Israeli gas exports 
to Europe via Egypt.

Another option would be the 
EastMed project, a proposal for 
a seafloor pipeline linking Israel 
with Cyprus and Greece. But US 
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion has questioned the viability 
of  the project, given its huge cost 
and the time it would take to com-
plete.

Another proposal is a pipeline 
connecting Israel to Turkey.

Israel’s ties with Ankara have 
thawed in recent months after 
more than a decade of  frosty re-
lations and analysts have said 
Turkey’s desire for joint energy 
projects has partly triggered its 
outreach to Israel.  

That pipeline project would cost 
$1.5 billion and take two to three 
years to complete, according to es-
timates. Israel is estimated to have 
gas reserves of  at least one trillion 
cubic metres, with domestic use 
over the next three decades ex-
pected to total no more than 300 
billion. Von der Leyen was due 
to hold talks with Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett later Tuesday, be-
fore travelling on to Egypt. 

Naftali Bennett, Israeli PM.
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News

IPOB alerts churches of looming bandits,
terrorist attacks in Eastern Nigeria 

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB) 
on Tuesday alerted 

the Christians and the gen-
eral public that some terror-
ists hiding as bandits have 
devised another means of  

attack against Christians, 
churches and non-Muslims 
in old Eastern Nigeria. 
Comrade Emma Powerful, 
IPOB spokesperson said 
that the information con-
tained in the intel received 
from their intelligence unit, 
the M-Branch had it that 
bandits and terrorists are 

Governor Hope Uzodimma, received in audience by President Muhammadu Buhari GCFR at the State House, Abuja on 
Tuesday.

IVG drums support for 
improved security, employment
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Hunters 
And Forest Security 
Service, NHFSS has 

been described as a body 
that could help in attract-
ing investors and securing 
the Nigerian environment, 
especially the forests.

The President-Gen-
eral of  Igbo vanguard 
group (IVG), Engr James 
Nnadozie Uchegbuo stat-
ed this in Umuahia while 
commenting on insecurity 
and unemployment chal-
lenges facing the nation.

Speaking to journalists 
after the IVG’s visit the 
NHFSS Abia State office, 
Engr Nnadozie Uchegbuo 
promised to interact with 
the Presidents-General, 
Chiefs and Elders-in-coun-
cil and other hunters asso-
ciations to join the NHFSS.

He appreciated the Fed-
eral Government for ap-
proving the body, pointing 
out that they will be of  a 
great help to the agrarian 
Communities to comfort-
ably farm, harvest, market 
and reap their labour with-
out any interference by the 
unwanted elements.

According to him, “The 
coming of  NHFSS will 
help to bring in entrepre-
neurs, investors, Industries, 
reduce unemployment, 
youth restiveness, election 
thuggery and bring in more 
focused leadership, good 
governance and develop-
ment in the rural commu-
nities, local government 
areas and the states”.

Recall that the Nigerian 
Senate passed into law the 
Bill for an Act to establish 
the Nigerian Hunter Coun-
cil, NHC with the mandate 
to prevent Forest Crime, 
Prevention of  Bush and 
Forest Fire; Arrest, investi-
gate and hand over to the 
Police for further prosecu-
tion of  any person found 
committing any form of  

Criminal activities in the 
Forest; and any other mat-
ters as directed by the Min-
ister of  Interior.

The Bill, which was first 
tendered before the Senate 
by Senator Abiodun Oluji-
mi, the former Senate Mi-
nority Leader on the 15th 
of  June, 2020 for the first 
reading and was read some 
few months later for the 
second time.

Having passed through 
all the Legislative process-
es, the Senate during her 
plenary read and passed 
it into Law with the new 
name Nigeria Hunters And 
Forest Security Service, 
NHFSS attached to the 
Federal Ministry of  Interi-
or.

Meanwhile, in further-
ance of  his determination 
to stamp out the menace of  
Kidnapping and killings by 
terrorists in and around the 
Umunneochi LGA, and 
to give immediate effect to 
the decisions reached after 
his wide consultation with 
stakeholders, the Governor 
of  Abia State, Dr Okezie 
Victor Ikpeazu has author-
ized the immediate consti-
tution of  a Special Securi-
ty Situation Room for the 
Area.

According to a release 
made available to news-
men in Umuahia by Barr. 
Chris Ezem, Secretary 
to the State government, 
members of  the Commit-
tee which would be chaired 
by His Royal Majesty Eze 
Okechukwu Chukwuji 
and Secretary, Barr. Eze 
Chikamnayo, Commis-
sioner for Information 
and Strategy, Abia State, 
are to liaise with the secu-
rity agencies and all other 
necessary institutions to 
provide succour to the cit-
izens of  the State resident 
in Umunneochi and ensure 
proper monitoring and 
implementation of  gov-
ernment directives in that 
regard.

being transferred as osten-
sible Christians into the 
Eastern region of  Nigeria 
in readiness to replicate 
similar or deadlier terror-
ists act that was unleashed 
in Owo Catholic Church, 
Ondo state.  According 
to Powerful, “we advise 
Christians and other reli-
gious leaders to sit up, be 
at alert and be security con-
scious as strange seeming 
worshippers of  non-Igbo 
ethnicity would infiltrate 
their midst to commit hav-
oc. 

“They must be on the 
lookout for Fulani bandits 

disguised as good persons 
that may come to join them 
in pretence as converted 
Christians, do not also be 
deceived into thinking that 
Fulanis don’t speak Igbo, 
dress like Igbo and behaves 
like indigenes because they 
do.

“So many of  them were 
born and brought up in Ig-
bo-land and they know not 
just all nooks and crannies, 
they also understand all 
events and their seasons.” 
Powerful said that the ter-
rorists and bandits have 
flooded the Eastern Region 
especially the commercial 
cities like Aba, and others 
in Abia State.

He said that they parade 

themselves as having con-
verted to Christianity and 
are being rejected by their 
Muslim families in the 
North and describes the 
acceptance of  such people 
into families as a tragedy 
waiting to happen.

“They now attach Chris-
tian names to their names 
as religious tricks to have 
you accept them. Exam-
ples are Emmanuel Kabiru 
Sule,  Mathew Christian 
Shehu, John Lewis Katsi-
na and others.”They tell 
very pathetic stories that 
touch the heart of  peo-
ple of  conscience like the 
Igbos, please don’t allow 
them they are terrorists and 
bandits. Christians in Bia-

fraland should know that 
they are the next target and 
they must take absolute se-
curity precautions as their 
plans are deadlier than can 
be imagined.  “Churches 
must introduce tighter and 
properly detailed securi-
ty measures, Do not fall 
for this Fulani hoodwink, 
they’re in our midst now.  
Always return home ear-
ly, recognize and note the 
people and things around 
you.” Powerful said that all 
market leaders are advised 
to beef  up their securities 
because markets, where 
people stay and do busi-
ness, are another important 
target for the bandits, as 
they have encircled every-
where.

2023: Why Ebonyi people ‘ll not vote for 
Peter Obi, Labour Party - Umahi
By David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
state has said that 

the state will not vote for 
Peter Obi, Labour Party in 
the 2023 Presidential elec-
tions. Umahi who stated 
this in Abakaliki during 
the stakeholders meeting 
and swearing in of   new 
commissioners and special 
Assistants said Ebonyi will 
only vote for the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
which according to him 
has been so good to the 
state through various sup-
port to his administration.

He further stated that the 
state that the Labour Par-
ty has helped should vote 

for the party and urged the 
people of  the state to reject 
the party. “Our party is 
APC and not the Labour 
Party. We will not vote for 
the Labour Party, we will 
vote for APC. “We will 
vote for our presidential 
candidate in the person 
of  Asiwaju Bola Tinubu. 
“The states that the Labour 
Party has helped should 
vote for them. The agenda 
of  God for Ebonyi State is 
Ebonyi State agenda and 
that is what you should 
be telling them when they 
come to ask you will you 
vote for us?

 “Tell them do not look 
for our votes, our votes 
belong to APC. “Tinubu 
started with only one state 
and used it to liberate his 

people. We have to liberate 
ourselves from our broth-
ers and sisters in the South 
East, we need it. We need 
to tell all of  them that we 
have risen,” 

“We must strive to lib-
erate Ebonyi State and 
that is our agenda,” Uma-
hi said. Those sworn in 
include Celestine Nwa-
li, who takes over from 
Onyekachi Nwaebonyi as 
Commissioner for Capital 
Territory Development.

Chief  Mattias Adum 
was assigned to the Min-
istry of  Lands and Sur-
vey while Chief  Romanus 
Nwasum is to oversee the 
Ministry of  Infrastructural 
Development for Conces-
sion.

Others include Chief  

Chris Uchaji (Ministry of  
Solid Mineral Develop-
ment), Mrs. Beatrice Eze 
(Ministry of  Culture and 
Tourism), Chief  Chuks 
Okoh (Special Assistant on 
Strategies) and Uchenna 
Otu (Special Assistant on 
Transport).

The governor who 
frowned at the low rate 
of  voter registration in the 
state directed the stake-
holders to brace up and 
ensure that people get reg-
istered before June 30.

 “Unfortunately, the dif-
ferent local government 
areas in the state are yet to 
witness a high turnout of  
voters for registration apart 
from Afikpo South where 
71,000 have so far been 
registered,” he said.

..Urges Aba churches to be watchful 
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2023: Muslim-Muslim ticket 
unacceptable to Christians, Anambra 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he presiding Bishop 
and General Superin-
tendent of  Grace of  

God Mission International, 
Bishop Paul Nwachukwu 

has said that Nigeria is a sec-
ular state, and that a Mus-
lim-Muslim ticket for the 
2023 presidential election is 
unacceptable to Christians.

Nwachukwu admonished 
two leading political parties 
that have chosen Muslims as 

Hon. Nwokoye (middle) of Awka North Constituency in the Anambra State House of Assembly leading a walk pro-
test on dilapidated roads.

their flag bearer to remem-
ber that choosing Muslims 
as their running mates also 
will amount to neglect of  
Christians.

Delivering his sermon on 
Sunday, with the titled: ‘the 
battle I will like to lose’, he 

said: “I want the political 
class to bear in mind that Ni-
geria is a secular nation, and 
that in choosing their run-
ning mates, another Muslim 
would not be tolerated.

“Nigeria belongs to all 
of  us, and every part of  the 
country and religion is im-
portant. Chosing Muslims 
as their running mates will 
amount to neglecting chris-
tians,” Nwachukwu said.

While Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) has chosen 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, a 
northern Muslim as presi-

dential candidate, the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) settled for a southern 
Muslim, Asiwaju Bola Tinu-
bu.

The Bishop charged Chris-
tians all over the country to 
ensure they have their PVCs, 
saying that this is not the 
time to be indecisive about 
whether to participate in 
electoral processes or not.

He told his congregation 
that their only chance of  
participating in choosing a 
leader for the country was by 
participating in the ongoing 

voter registration exercise.
He also called on INEC 

to make the process seam-
less for the people, noting 
that the electorates are now 
very aware, and are ready 
to participate in the process-
es that will lead to the en-
thronement of  a new leader 
in 2023.

The Bishop blamed the 
resurgence of  idolatry on re-
cent barbaric killings in the 
country, especially the attack 
in Owo, Ondo State, saying 
that it is targeted at Christi-
anity as a religion, while urg-

PFN warns APC, others against picking
presidential, VP candidates from same religion
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Pentecostal Fellow-
ship of  Nigeria,( PFN)  
has warned that having 

a presidential candidate and 
the running mate from the 
same religion would not au-
gur well for the nation.

It said the warning was in 
response to the gathering fears 
about alleged plans to field   
Muslim/ Muslim presidential 
joint ticket, by some political 
parties for 2023 election.

Speaking to journalists after 
the Ohuhu Ministers’ Fellow-
ship in Umuahia, the PFN 
Assistant Secretary South-
east zone and Secretary, PFN 
Abia State chapter, Rev. Bless-
ed Amalambu disclosed that 
the body of  Christ in Nigeria 
seriously condemned the ide-
ology of  same religion ticket 
as it was not in the interest of  
the nation.

Amalambu pointed out 
that the claims of  not having 
a qualified Christian from the 
North as a running mate, as 
held by some political parties 
is baseless, advising that such 
a political party should offi-
cially write to CAN to give 
them a popular, tested and 

unbiased running mate if  the 
country must survive. 

He advised Nigerian elec-
torate to carefully watch out 
for the political parties that 
have ulterior motives and re-
ject them with their votes.

The PFN assistant zon-
al secretary wondered why 
some parties are still enter-

taining the idea of  picking 
presidential and vice presi-
dential candidates from one 
religious section for 2023 
polls, even in the face of  cur-
rent religious attacks against 
Christians in the country.

He noted that the issue of  
religion is a sensitive  issue 
that must not be swept under 

the carpet by all political par-
ties in Nigeria when picking 
their candidates.

June 17 remains the dead-
line by Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) for all parties to sub-
mit their presidential candi-
dates and running mates.

Celebrating 3yrs in Office: Hon Nwokoye calls for 
inclusive presentation of Awka North constituency 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he traditional prime 
minister (Onowu) 
of  Achalla kingdom 

and member Anambra state 
House of  Assembly repre-
senting Awka North Constit-
uency, Hon John Nwokoye 
has called for proper inclu-
siveness of  the people needs 
and general well being from 
the state government. 

Hon Nwokoye made the 
call during the media chat 
with social influencers in 
Awka north, held in Awka 
during the weekend 

According to traditional 
minister, “It is important 
to bring to your notice my 
achievement during these 
three years of  service to my 
people. It also gives you the 
insight for appraisal on such 
developments”. 

Hon. Nwokoye urged 
those who criticize the rep-
resentatives to use the oppor-
tunities to bring out motions 
that will be brought up in the 
house of  Assembly. 

He bemoaned the lack-
adaisical attitude of  some 
stakeholders from Anambra 
north who have failed to pick 
ticket for the federal House of  

Reps. 
He however that called 

state government to come 
to aid in terms of  road reha-
bilitation and construction, 
pointing out that a road walk 
was organised to demon-
strate how unhappy the peo-
ple of  Awka north are. 

Sir Dennis Ekemezie 
(PhD) speaking at the key 
note address, with the theme; 
the Dynamic of  Legislative 
Craftmanshio: An Insight 
into service delivery of  Hon 
John Nwaokoye said the 
event was aimed at offering 
the people the opportunity 
to analyse his responsibilities, 
duties and functions on the 
people of  Awka North.

Highlighting Hon. Nwa-
okoye’s giant strides and 
achievements such as one 
year medical facilities pro-
vided to bot less than one 
hundred beneficiaries in-
cluding registration into 
Anambra State Health In-
surance Scheme (ASHIA), 
Patnership with Joint 
ECDTP - TDR World Bank 
in Awka North on eradica-
tion of  schistomiasis among 
children, creation of  jobs op-
portunities, empowerment of  
ten youths in educations. 

...Bishop warns PDP, APC

S
enator Uche Ekwunife 
(Anambra central) has 
said it’s laughable for 

former Anambra Gover-
nor Peter Obi to achieve his 
presidential ambition on the 
platform of  the Labour Party 
(LP).

The two-term Senator, who 
is gunning for another term 
on the ticket of  the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), de-
clared her party is still solid as 
a rock in Anambra State.

Addressing PDP stake-
holders at her event Centre 
in Awka at the weekend, Ek-
wunife, said it would be a pipe 
dream for Obi to beat PDP or 
any other party in Anambra 
with Labour party.

Though stakeholders cau-
tioned her at the event to shun 
talking ill of  Obi and LP in 

her campaigns to avoid a 
backlash, she insisted PDP 
remained a formidable party 
in Nigeria.

She said the PDP remained 
a party to beat in the next gen-
eral elections, adding that her 
antecedents and track record 
placed her above other candi-
dates.

Ekwunife restated her com-
mitment to bringing further 
development to the Senatori-
al District, adding that presi-
dency would not be won on 
social media.

According to her, the forth-
coming election would afford 
her the opportunity to consol-
idate on her achievements in 
the Senate.

Former Anambra PDP 
chairman Sir Ndubuisi Nwo-
bu, urged party men and 

women to remain steadfast 
and work assiduously for the 
overall victory of  the candi-
dates in the next elections.

A former member of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
Hon Charles Odedo eulo-
gised Senator Ekwunife for 
her giant strides in govern-
ance.

He said that the Senator 
had been a performer from 
their days in the House of  
representatives .

Odedo narrated how Ek-
wunife defended the interest 
of  the entire members while 
serving as their caucus leader.

PDP’s Senatorial candi-
dates in the three zones in 
the State are: Uche Ekwunife 
(Central); Senator Stella 
Oduah (North) and Chief  
Chris Uba (South).

Ekwunife mocks Obi’s presidential dream with Labour Party  
2023: If you ban elections in 2023, 
Peter obi ‘ll be disadvantaged 
– Nnamdi Kanu’s ex-Secretary warns IPOB

A
maka Ekwo, a for-
mer press secretary 
to Nnamdi Kanu, the 

leader of  the Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, IPOB, asked the 
separatist group to endorse 
the 2023 general elections in 
the Southeast on Tuesday.

IPOB should push people 
in the Southeast to vote in the 
2023 elections, according to 
Ekwo.

She claimed that if  IPOB 
prevents the Southeast from 
voting in the general election 
in 2023, the Labour Party’s 
presidential nominee, Peter 
Obi, will be handicapped.

In a tweet on Tuesday, 
Ekwo stated that if  IPOB 
blocks the Southeast from 
voting in the general election 

in 2023, a referendum would 
be tough to achieve.

She wrote: “We must be 
careful. Any attempt to stop 
the election in Biafra-land 
will not be good for IPOB. 
If  IPOB puts @PeterObi at 
a disadvantage in the coming 
election, Igbo politicians will 
never allow #BiafraReferen-
dum to take place. They may 
fight to end IPOB.”

Ekwo also noted that the 
All Progressives Congress, 
APC-led administration 
“does not respect the rule of  
law.”

She added that voter apa-
thy from the Southeast means 
the governing party’s chances 
of  retaining power in 2023 
are high.
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Muslim-Muslim ticket row: Elections about
numbers not faith - Uzodimma 
G

overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo state, 
says numbers play 

a key role in the ability of  a 
political party to win elec-
tions. Since Bola Tinubu won 
the presidential ticket of  the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), there have been con-
cerns about the geo-political 
zone and religion of  his run-
ning mate.

Commenting on the con-
troversy over a potential 
Muslim-Muslim ticket, Uzo-
dimma said “spread is very 
important to be able to attract 
votes”.

The governor spoke on 
the matter on Tuesday while 
briefing journalists at the pres-
idential villa.

 “Spread is very important 
to be able to attract votes. So 
the decision of  who becomes 
your running mate, if  I were 
the candidate, what will in-
form it is what will I do as an 
action that will enable me to 
get the kind of  votes I’m look-
ing for because the ultimate 
goal is to win the election,” 
he said.

“So maybe I’ll start from 
the nomination, ethnicity, or 
followership. In this business 
of  democracy I think num-
ber is what is very important. 
And there are certain things 
as a nation, we should not 
bring to the public discourse, 
those things that are capa-

ble of  creating divisiveness 
against national unity should 
not be encouraged.

“It does not mean that I will 
not remember that I come 
from a place but I must also 
be cautious and careful how 
to use where I come from 
in taking national decisions. 
That is very important.”

Uzodimma said Nigeri-
ans should not focus on the 
religious and geopolitical 
leanings of  Tinubu’s running 
mate, but rather be interested 
in who can deliver. 

“We are looking for united 
Nigeria, where governance 
will be the issue, where a pres-
ident would be adjudged by 
his capacity to deliver demo-
cratic dividends, develop Ni-
geria to look like other parts 
of  the western world where 
democracy is working,” he 
said. 

“I don’t want us to reduce 
governance in Nigeria to cer-
tain things that will encourage 
divisiveness, rather, we should 
be a united Nigeria, be our 
brother’s keepers, have a pres-
ident of  Nigeria that will be a 
president representing every 
tribe, every religion, every 
denomination. And when 
we get there, we will cross the 
bridge.”

The governor also said it is 
the responsibility of  Tinubu 
to pick his running mate.

President Muhammadu 

Abandoned debris along Dauglas Road by Ekeonunwa axis, Owerri.

Enugu LP guber candidate 
promises to appoint a female 
deputy governor in 2023
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

G
overnorship Candi-
date of  Labour Party 
(LP), Enugu State, 

Casmir Agbo, has said that 
he would appoint a female 
as his deputy and will give 
appointments mostly to the 
youths and women to ensure 
that the state moves to the 
next level. 

Agbo who spoke to news-
men in Enugu on Tuesday 
said, “I will pick a woman as 
my deputy and in terms of  ap-
pointment, I’ll give the youth 
35%, women 35% while the 
rest will be for politicians and 
other considerations”

The Labour Party Guber 
candidate also scored the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) government led by 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
low, saying the regime is in 
shambles.

According to the governor-
ship hopeful for 2023, “there 
is nothing to write home 
about the government in 
terms of  infrastructure”  

His words:
“Governor Ugwuanyi has 

failed Enugu people in all 
ramifications.  The govern -
ment is in shambles.  He has 
done nothing in terms of  in-
frastructure.  Think of  educa-
tion, primary schools where 
pupils go to school by 10 am.

“With the emergence of  
Labour Party and myself, I’ll 
repeat the feat done by former 
Gov. Sullivan Chime, more 
than 100%.  Enugu State is 
going to witness a great mo-
ment,” he said.

Agbo said, immediately he 
is sworn in as the next gover-
nor of  Enugu State, his first 
priority would be to clean up 
the state of  filth and infec-
tions.

The Labour Party flag-bear-
er, also said that after cleaning 
the state and ensuring that po-
table water is following every-
where, he will then discuss 
with the labour on how to 
better the lot of  the civil serv-
ants because he was a civil 
servant and know the ordeal 
of  the civil service.

He said it was not going to 
be automatic but with time, 
he would ensure that civil 
servants will enjoy their ser-
vice.

Buhari met with APC gover-
nors to discuss the choice of  
running mate for Tinubu.

Last week, Tinubu’s cam-
paign organisation had said 
the Progressive Governors 
Forum (PGF), a body of  
APC governors, is at liberty 
to pick a running mate for the 
presidential candidate.

Speaking on the matter, 
Uzodimma said: “The de-
cision to choose a running 

mate does not reside with any 
of  us the governors. It is the 
presidential candidate that 
will look at the local charac-
teristics and every factor — 
political and apolitical — that 
will make him win his elec-
tion and take the decision. So 
it’s not a decision that we will 
sit here and take for the can-
didate. 

“If  he chooses a governor 
so be it, we will support it. For 

now, we are no longer talking 
about who becomes running 
mate and who is not running 
mate. I have told you whose 
decision it is. 

 “The next thing as party 
leaders now and opinion lead-
ers is for us to rise, mobilise 
the quality and get members 
of  our party to commit to a 
successful election by 2023. 
So that our president that is 
leaving will also be handing 

over to our president of  APC, 
that is our preoccupation now 
how to win the election.”

The Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has fixed June 17 
as the deadline for political 
parties to submit their list of  
candidates for — president, 
vice-president, senate and 
House of  Representatives — 
ahead of  the 2023 general 
election.

Malabo oil scandal: FG loses big
as UK court rules against Nigeria   

A 
UK Judge, Sara 
Cockerill of  the Busi-
ness and Property 

Courts of  England and Wales 
Commercial Court held on 
Tuesday that the Nigerian 
government couldn’t show 
that it had been defrauded.

The Federal Government 
had sued JP Morgan, alleg-
ing that the bank “ought to 
have known” that there was 
corruption and fraud in the 
transaction which saw Mala-
bu sell its 100 per cent in OPL 
245 to Shell and ENI for $1.1 
billion.

During a trial which last-
ed six weeks, Nigeria argued 
among other things that the 
bank acted negligently when 
it transferred $875 million in 
funds between 2011 to 2013 
from government accounts to 
Etete, who had been convict-
ed of  money laundering.

The country sought $1.7bn 
as damages including inter-
est for what it identified as 
“glaring” red flags, including 
“overwhelming” evidence 
of  fraud and stark warnings 
from its own compliance 
staff  when it authorized the 
payments.

The case essentially exam-
ined the extent of  a bank’s 
duty of  care toward clients, 

and whether it should have 
halted payments even if  that 
meant overriding assurances 
from government officials.

The bank in its defence re-
jected Nigeria’s claims, main-
taining that all due processes 
were followed and money 
laundering checks were done, 
arguing that allegations of  
fraud only came up after a 
new government took over in 
Nigeria.

JPMorgan also argued 
that it filed suspicious activi-
ty reports with enforcement 
authorities and gained their 
consent before making the 
transfers.

In the judgement, Judge 
Cockerill ruled that the Ni-
gerian government could not 
prove that it was defrauded, 
saying it may be that with the 
benefit of  hindsight, “JPMor-
gan would have done things 
differently” but declared that 
“none of  these things individ-
ually or collectively amount 
to triggering and then breach-
ing” the bank’s duty of  care to 
its client.

According to the judge, 
by the time of  the 2013 pay-
ments, the bank was “on no-
tice of  a risk” of  fraud.

In its reaction to the judg-
ment, JP Morgan in a state-

ment said, “This judgment 
reflects our commitment to 
acting with high professional 
standards in every country 
we operate in, and how we 
are prepared to robustly de-
fend our actions and reputa-
tion when they are called into 
question.”

A spokesperson for the 
Federal Government said it 
will be reviewing the judg-
ment before deciding next 
steps.

“The FRN will continue 
its fight against fraud and 
corruption and to work to re-
cover funds for the people of  
Nigeria,” it said.

Controversial deal
Shell and ENI had paid a 

total of  $1.3 billion to Nige-
ria’s account at JP Morgan — 
$801 million for Malabu, the 
original OPL 245 allottees, 
and $210 million as signature 
bonus to the federal govern-
ment.

All attempts by Nigeria to 
prove that there was corrup-
tion in the OPL 245 deal have 
so far proved fruitless.

An Italian court in March 
2021 dismissed all charges of  
corruption in the transaction, 
discharging and acquitting 
all the defendants, including 
Shell, ENI and Dan Etete, 
the promoter of  Malabu.

The US Department of  
Justice (DoJ) previously in-

vestigated the OPL 245 deal 
and announced in October 
2019 that it was closing the 
case.

In April 2020, the US Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion also closed investigation 
into the controversial deal af-
ter it could not prove fraud or 
corruption.

In the JP Morgan case, it 
was alleged that Moham-
med Bello Adoke, the attor-
ney-general of  the federation 
when the transaction was 
concluded in 2011, was cor-
rupt and that the entire deal 
was fraudulent.

Adoke has always denied 
any wrongdoing, alleging po-
litical persecution and main-
taining that there is a grand 
conspiracy to twist a failed 
mortgage transaction he did 
in 2013 as evidence of  the al-
leged corruption.

Citing proceedings from 
Nigerian courts, JP Morgan 
said that on April 13, 2018, 
“the Nigerian Federal High 
Court granted declarations 
to the effect that Mr Adoke 
could not be held personally 
liable in respect of  the pay-
ments to Malabu (and the giv-
ing of  instructions to JPMC 
to make them) because he 
was merely carrying out the 
lawful directives and approv-
als of  the President”.

The bank said for Nigeria 
to make a case, it must prove 
that “Mr Adoke caused the 
Resolution Agreements to be 
concluded and the payment 
instructions to be issued; and 
that he did so in exchange for 
bribes.”

...Says no proof  of  fraud seen



h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TPolice Command 
has charged three 

suspec t s  to  cour t  fo r 
a l l e g e d l y  b e a t i n g  a 
prostitute, Hannah Saliu, to 
death and setting her corpse 
ablaze for keeping the Holy 
Quran in her room. 

It was gathered that one 
of  the suspects patronized 
Saliu and after having sex 

 Federal  High 

ACourt, Abuja, on 
T u e s d a y , 

convicted and sentenced 
t o  t w o  y e a r s 
imprisonment two co-
defendants in a suit filed 
by the National Drug Law 
Enforcement  Agency 
against suspended DCP 
A b b a  Kya r i  ove r  a n 
alleged drug deal. 

Justice Emeka Nwite, 
in a judgment, said having 
a d m i t t e d  t o  h a v e 
committed the offence 
preferred against them in 

 m a n  s i m p l y 

Ai d e n t i f i e d  a s 
Preye,  39,  has 

been arrested for allegedly 
raping his lover's 9-year-
old niece for a period of  
four years in Ada George 
axis of  Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State. 

He was picked up on 
Sunday, June 13, and is 
currently being detained at 
t h e  O z u o b a  P o l i c e 
Division, Obio/Akpor 
Local Government Area 
of  the state. 

Speaking to newsmen 
in Port Harcourt, Mr. 
Boma Totty, an uncle to 
the nine-year-old who is 
almost 13-years now said 
the suspect (Preye) had in 
December 2019 come to 
the house of  his female 
lover but met her absence. 

Totty said the suspect 
took advantage of  the 
situation and allegedly 
defiled the lover's niece 
who was 9-years-old at the 
time.

According to Totty, 
“My immediate younger 
sister who is 30 years has a 
man friend that normally 
comes to the house to see 
her. 

“There was a certain 
day he came to the house 

in December 2019 and it 
was only the little niece 
that was at home. 

“So he grabbed her 
and had sex with her 
severally. She was nine 
years old then. Thereafter 
he took her to the boot of  
his car and brought out 
some fetish stuff.

S h e ,  h o w e v e r , 
promised to contact the 
concerned police station 
and give feedback but was 
yet to do so as of  the time 
of  filing this report. 

 L a g o s - b a s e d 

Aeducationist, Stella 
Ekeh, has narrated 

how her husband, Isaac 
Ekeh, bathed her with hot 
water while sleeping at night 
and left town.

The incident happened 
on May 31, 2022, at 3:00 a.m. 
at Satellite Town, Alakija, in 
A m u w o - O d o f i n  L o c a l 
Council of  Lagos State.

M r s .  E k e h ,  w h o 
sustained a high degree of  
injuries, said the family had 
dinner together before the 
unfortunate incident.

The mother of  four said 
that her husband has since 
travelled to his village after 

causing her grievous harm, 
adding that he is currently in 
his village in Owerri, Imo 
State.

She said: “My children, 
husband and I ate dinner 
together on a fateful day 
before we went to bed.

“Isaac woke up at about 
3:00 a.m., boiled water, 
which he used to bathe me, 
while I was still sleeping in 
the bedroom.

“My scream alerted my 
children, who stormed my 
r o o m  a s  my  b o dy  wa s 
peeling.

“My children rushed me 
to the National Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Igbobi, where I am 

receiving treatment.
“What baffled me was 

that we did not quarrel, no 
fight, no disagreement that 
would have warranted him to 
scald my skin,” she said.

When contacted, Lagos 
State Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r  ( P P R O ) , 
Superintendent of  Police 
(SP), Benjamin Hundeyin, he 
said the case was never 
reported to the police.

He asked the victim to 
file a report.

“Just imagine if  she died 
during that incident. I don't 
know why she didn't report it. 
We urge her to go to any 
police station nearer to her to 
make a formal repor t,” 
Hundeyin said.

counts 5, 6 and 7 by the 
N D L E A ,  C h i b u n n a 
U m e i b e  a n d  E m e k a 
Ezenwanne, who are 6th 
and 7th defendants, “are 
h e r e b y  c o n v i c t e d 
accordingly.” 

J u s t i c e  N w i t e 
thereafter sentenced them 
t o  t w o  y e a r s 
imprisonment on each of  
counts 5, 6 and 7. 

He said the terms, 
w h i c h  s h a l l  r u n 
c o n c u r r e n t ly,  wo u l d 
commence from the day 
the  de fendant s  were 

arrested by the NDLEA.
The News Agency of  

Nigeria reports that the 
two defendants, Umeibe 
and Ezenwanne, who are 
6th and 7th defendants 
respectively in the matter, 
are the two alleged drug 
traffickers arrested at the 
A k a n u  I b i a m 
International Airport in 
Enugu by the Nigerian 
police and handed over to 
the NDLEA. 

o m e  u n k n o w n 

Sg u n m e n  h a v e 
reportedly attacked 

the Celestial Church of  
Christ, Oshofa Parish at 
Wasimi, Ewekoro Local 
Government Area of  Ogun 
State on Tuesday.

The gunmen were said to 
h a v e  k i d n a p p e d  t h e 
Assistant Shepherd of  the 
parish, Oluwaseun Ajose 
and a Sunday school teacher 
ident i f i ed  as  Dagunro 
Ayobami.

The two worshippers 
were dragged away by their 
abductors around 12 am on 
Tuesday, it was learnt.

The Shepherd of  the 
church,  Oluwatomis in 
Ehuwaojomo, confirmed 

the incident in a telephone 
conversation.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Ehuwaojomo, the abductors 
called him and demanded a 
ransom of  N50 million for 
the release of  the two church 
workers.

The Shepherd, while 
saying the incident was 
extremely  unexpected, 
sought the support of  the 
police and other security 
agencies in rescuing the 
victims.

He said he was not in the 
church when the incident 
happened, adding that he 
was sleeping in his room at 
the time.

“When my Assistant 
Shepherd called me almost 

two hours after they left, the 
kidnappers refused to speak 
with me twice. But on his 
third attempt, they spoke 
with me and demanded N50 
million ransom.

“I told them that, I am a 
servant of  God, nobody 
pays me a salary. I have 
spoken with the Ogun State 
Commissioner of  Police. 
The command is on the 
matter.”

Contacted, the Ogun 
State  Publ ic  Relat ions 
Officer, Abimbola Oyeyemi, 
said he was yet to be briefed 

 3 0 - y e a r - o l d 

Ah o u s e w i f e , 
S a l m a 

A b d u l l a h i ,  w a s  o n 
Tuesday docked in a 
Kano Sharia Court for 
allegedly beating up her 
neighbour.

The police charged 
Abdullahi, who lives in 
Konar Takara Quarters, 
K a n o,  w i t h  c a u s i n g 
grievous hurt.

T h e  P r o s e c u t i o n 
Counsel,  Insp Abdul 
Wada, told the court that 
Amina Suleiman of  same 
address, reported the 
matter at the Konar Hudu 
Police Station on June 5.

The prosecutor said 

that the complainant 
alleged that at about 8. 
30p.m the defendant hit 
the complainant with a 
blunt object in the left eye 
during an argument.

He said the offence 
c o n t r a v e n e d  t h e 
provisions of  Section 165 
of  the Penal Code.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t , 
however, pleaded guilty 
to the charge.

The Judge, Malam 
I smai ' l  Muhammed-
Ahmed, granted her bail 
with a reliable surety, who 
must be her a relation.

He adjourned the 
matter until July 18 for 
summary trial.

a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t , 
promising to revert.

It could be recalled that 
Oyeyemi had on several 
occasions warned religious 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
o r g a n i s i n g  n i g h t 
programmes.

W h e r e  s u c h  n i g h t 
services become extremely 
expedient, Oyeyemi advised 
that requests for police 
protection be sought by the 
organisers.

This, he said, would stop 
t h e  a b d u c t i o n  o f  
worshippers during vigils.

They had pleaded 
guilty to five, six and seven 
counts preferred against 
them by the anti-narcotic 
agency. 

According to earlier 
reports, at the resumed 
hearing, counsel for the 
NDLEA, Sunday Joseph, 
told Justice Emeka Nwite 
that two motions seeking 
a plea bargain in respect of  
Umeibe and Ezenwanne 
had been filed.

the Quran with the kind of  
job she was doing, adding 
that the customer and his 
f r i e n d s,  w h o  b e c a m e 
infuriated by the discovery, 
pounced on her, beat her up 
and set her ablaze. 

The source said, “What 
happened was that the girl 
was a prostitute and a 
customer patronized her 
and after sleeping with her, 

with her, he reportedly paid 
her N1, 000 for the service. 

The customer was said 
to have left her room when 
she suddenly discovered 
that her N5, 000 had gone 
missing. 

She reportedly ran after 
the customer and accused 
him of  stealing her money.

T h e  a c c u s a t i o n , 
however, degenerated into 

the customer paid N1, 000 
for her service. 

“ B u t  w h e n  t h e 
customer was leaving, he 
stole the prostitute's N5, 
000 and after discovering 
that her money had gone 
missing, the prostitute 
chased him to ask for her 
money. 

“The Northerners, who 
were with the customer that 
the girl accused of  stealing 
her money, asked if  she was 
sure that he stole her 
money. So, they decided to 
go and search her room 
where she attended to her 
customers. 

“While searching the 
room, they found Quran 
under  her  p i l low and 
started asking what she was 
using the Quran for as a 
prostitute. So, they started 
attacking her; they stabbed 
her, took her out and set her 
ablaze. 

“ T h e  i n c i d e n t 

an argument. 
The customer was said 

to have mobil ized his 
friends to Saliu's room to 
search for the missing 
money. 

While searching the 
place, the friends reportedly 
found a Quran underneath 
her pillow.

A source said Saliu was 
questioned for possessing 

happened at Alaba Rago, 
where a lot of  Northerners 
reside. The girl that was 
killed also came from the 
North. Their grouse was 
that she was not supposed 
to  be  car r y ing  Quran 
because of  the kind of  work 
she was doing.” 

The state Police Public 
Relations, SP Benjamin 
Hundeyin, confirmed the 
incident.

He said, “The case is at 
t h e  S t a t e  C r i m i n a l 
Investigation Department, 
Yaba, and three suspects 
have been charged to court. 
The incident happened in 
April.” 

A source identified the 
suspects  as  Abubakar 
Musa, Sarauta Monsur, 
and Surajo Yusuf. 

Recently, a second-year 
s t u d e n t  o f  H o m e 
Economics at the Shehu 
S h a g a r i  C o l l e g e  o f  
E d u c a t i o n ,  D e b o r a h 
Samuel, was lynched by 
fellow students over an 
allegation of  blasphemy. 
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atest updates on the Le v a c u a t i o n  o f  
Premium Motor 

Spirit, popularly called 
petrol, by the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  Pe t r o l e u m  
Company Limited show 
that the oil firm evacuated 
1.523 billion litres of  PMS 
between May 16 and June 
5, 2022 in a bid to keep the 
country wet with fuel. 

However, this huge 
supply volume has not 
completely eradicated the 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment has cried 
out that its revenue is 

under serious attack. Acting 
Accountant General of  the 
Federation (Ag. AGF) Mr. 
Chukwunyere N. Anamekwe 
made this disclosure in Abuja 
on Tuesday at the retreat for 
members of  the Technical 
Sub-Committee on Cash 
Management organised by 
the Office of  the Accountant 
General of  the Federation 
(OAGF).

Anamekwe attributed 
the attack on government 
revenue to “an increase in 
government expenditure due 
t o  i n c r e a s i n g  s e c u r i t y 
challenges and social needs of  
the citizenry”.

T o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e 
challenges, the Ag. AGF 
called for “an articulated 
d e p l o y m e n t  o f  f i s c a l 
discipline and strategies that 
will  help mitigate these 
challenges”.

According to him: “Now 
that these challenges stare us 
in the face,  you are al l 
expected at this gathering to 
come out with ideas that will 
push us through”.

He urged public sector 
cash managers to identify the 
c h a l l e n g e s  t o  r e ve n u e 
generation and other means 

of  enhancing inflow into 
Federal Government coffers; 
ensure the cutting down the 
cost of  governance in the 
most acceptable way. He 
however warned that “there 
must  be a l imit  to cost 
cutting”.

The Ag. AGF also told 
cash managers to ensure 
synergy amongst and within 
stakeholders in the sub- 
committee as well as ensuring 
that the sub-committee gives 
quality and profitable advice 
t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  C a s h 
Management Committee.

Representative of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) Governor, Hussaini 
Kagara, of  the Banking 
Services Department told 
participants to take advantage 
of  the papers that would be 
presented to “know how we 
can maximize our revenue 
base”.

He urged the participants 
to come up with “ways to 
block loopholes and ideas to 
deal with the revenue issues 
a f f e c t i n g  t h e  N i ge r i a n 
economy”.

According to him: “I 
urge you to come up with 
suggestions that can help 
g o v e r n m e n t  m a n a g e 
expenditures.”

queues formed by motorists 
daily in filling stations in 
Abuja and environs, while 
many other outlets still do 
not dispense petrol due to 
lack of  products. 

Also, the presence of  
PMS black marketers on 
major roads in Abuja has 
remained a normal sight for 
weeks, as they hustle to 
meet the fuel supply needs 
of  motorists but at higher 
prices than the regulated 
rate. 

Figures obtained from 
NNPC on Monday showed 
that between May 16 to 29, 
2022, the oil firm recorded 
a n  ave r a g e  n a t i o n a l  
evacuation of  69.04 million 
litres. This implies that 
NNPC evacuated about 
966.56 million litres during 
the two-week period.

Additional data from 
the company indicated that 

igures obtained from Ft h e  N i g e r i a 
Electricity System 

Operator, an arm of  the 
Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t ' s 
p o w e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
company, showed that the 
national electricity grid 
actually crashed from a peak 
of  3,703 megawatts to as low 
as 9MW on Sunday. 

N i g e r i a  w i t n e s s e d 
widespread blackout on 
Sunday after the national 

g r id  co l l apsed  a round 
6.49pm, before engineers 
f rom the Transmiss ion 
Company of  Nigeria strived 
to ensure the recovery of  the 
grid. 

I t  had  ear l i e r  been 
reported on Monday that 
Sunday's grid collapse was 
t h e  f i f t h  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  a 
development that made 
many power distribution 
companies to shut down 
the i r  var ious  outgoing 

i t h  a l l  i t s 

Wu n c e r t a i n t i e s , 
crypto is considered 

one  of  the  most  vola t i le 
instruments for investment 
purposes.

Cryptocurrency markets 
were reported on June 13, 2022, 
to have crashed to a new low this 
year.

The global market cap 
shrunk below $1 trillion to $977 
billion, around a 12 % fall since 
Sunday.

The global cryptocurrency 
market cap fell by around $1 
trillion this year while almost 
every top coin is now worth half  
or even less than their all-time 
highs.

Bitcoin, the biggest and 
most popular cryptocurrency, 
has fallen below $22,000 while 
almost all altcoins, starting from 
Ethereum, are bleeding prices 

since the weekend.
Below are four major 

reasons responsible for the 
crashing of  cryptocurrencies in 
recent times:

According to Edul Patel 
Co-Founder and CEO of  crypto 
investment platform Mudrex, 
the crypto market has been 
under pressure from the Federal 
Reserve, hiking the interest rates 
to combat inflation over the past 
few months.

As a result of  a broad sell-
off, following the data showing 
US inflation hitting a 40-year 
high, Bitcoin, Ethereum, and 
most cryptocurrencies suffered 
losses over the weekend.

As investors seem to have 
panicked, the number of  crypto 
liquidations has been high since 
Friday. Bitcoin and Ethereum 
plummeted as much as 7% each 
and are currently trading at their 

lowest  at  US$25,000 and 
US$1,300.

The rising food, gas, and 
energy prices are also putting 
tremendous pressure on the 
crypto market as Bitcoin and 
Ethereum have witnessed 
double-digit losses in the past 24 
hours according to another 
expert, Shivam Thakral, CEO 
of  crypto exchange BuyUcoin.

I n  a  n u t s h e l l ,  t h e 
immediate trigger for the crypto 
crash appears to be a massive 
sell-off  by investors amid 
heightened inflation fears and 
pausing of  withdrawal by 
crypto lending service Celsius.

I n v e s t o r s  a r e  a l s o 
continuing to stay away from 
riskier assets, resulting in crypto 
p r i c e  p l u n ge s  w h i c h  a r e 
reflected in the stock markets as 
well.

electricity feeders. 
Data sourced from the 

NESO in Abuja, which 
showed the performance of  
the national grid on Sunday, 
indicated that the peak 
generation on Sunday of  
3,703MW was recorded at 
5am.

But this crashed to 9MW 
at 7pm on Sunday, according 
to the NESO, leading to the 
eventual collapse of  the 
national grid. 

V a r i o u s  D i s c o s 
including Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Company Plc, 

A b u j a  E l e c t r i c i t y 
Distr ibution Company, 
K a d u n a  E l e c t r i c i t y 
Distr ibution Company, 
a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  h a d 
confirmed the grid collapse 
in various messages on 
Sunday night. 

Although no official 
statement from TCN as per 
the grid collapse yet, it was 
gathered that its restoration 
reached an advanced stage 
o n  M o n d ay,  a s  p owe r 
g e n e r a t i o n  r o s e  t o 
2,744.6MW around 6am on 
Monday.

it evacuated a total of  
556.71  mi l l ion  l i t res  
between May 30 and June 
5, 2022. A summation of  
the  vo lumes  o f  fue l  
evacuated from May 16 to 
June 5 showed that 1.523 
billion litres was supplied 
across the country. 

NNPC, being the sole 
importer of  petrol into 
Nigeria for several years, 

had often described itself  as 
supplier of  last resort and 
had continued to assure 
Nigerians that it had 
enough supply despite the 
queues in filling stations, 
particularly in Abuja. 

“It is surprising that the 
queues in Abuja have 
refused to clear completely, 
though not severe today 
due to the Democracy Day 

holiday. We wonder when 
most filling stations will 
a g a i n  s t a r t  s e l l i n g  
products,” a motorist, 
Anyaogu Collins, stated 
while in queue at the 
NNPC mega-station close 
to Gwarimpa along the 
popular  Kubwa-Zuba  
expressway.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
NNPC supplies 1.523bn litres of fuel in three weeks, Abuja queues persist 

FG revenue under serious
attack, says Ag. AGF

National electricity grid crashes from 3,703MW
to 9MW, says FG 

Four reasons for cryptocurrencies crash
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Russians control 80% of contested 
city in Eastern Ukraine
S

ievierodonetsk, the main 
focus of  the fighting in 
Eastern Ukraine in recent 
weeks, isn’t yet blocked off  

by Russian troops even though 
they control about 80% of  the 
city and have destroyed all three 
bridges leading out of  it, an offi-
cial said. 

“There is still an opportunity for 
the evacuation of  the wounded, 
communication with the Ukrain-
ian military and local residents,” 
Luhansk regional governor Serhiy 
Haidai told The Associated Press 
by phone.

He acknowledged that Ukraini-
an forces have been pushed out to 
the industrial outskirts of  the city 
because of  “the scorched earth 
method and heavy artillery the 
Russians are using.”

About 12,000 people remain in 
Sievierodonetsk, a city with a pre-
war population of  100,000. More 
than 500 civilians are sheltering in 
the Azot chemical plant, which is 
also being relentlessly pounded by 
the Russians, according to Haidai.

In all, a total of  70 civilians have 
been evacuated from the Luhansk 
region over the past 24 fours, the 
governor said.

Two people were killed and an-
other wounded in the Luhansk 
region, according to Ukrainian 
authorities.

Ukraine says that its air defense 

system shot down two Russian 
cruise missiles targeting the Odesa 
region.

Serhiy Bratchuk, spokesman 
for the Odesa regional military 
administration, thanked the coun-
try’s air defense forces for striking 
down “two enemy” cruise mis-
siles.

There was no independent con-
firmation and it was not clear if  
any missiles hit their targets.

Reports of  overnight shelling 
came from other Ukrainian re-
gions as well, with five people 
were wounded in the Kharkiv re-
gion.

Day after day, Russia is pound-
ing the Donbas region of  Ukraine 
with relentless artillery and air 
raids, making slow but steady pro-
gress to seize the industrial heart-
land of  its neighbor.

With the conflict now in its 
fourth month, it’s a high-stakes 
campaign that could dictate the 
course of  the entire war.

If  Russia prevails in the battle of  
Donbas, it will mean that Ukraine 
loses not only land but perhaps the 
bulk of  its most capable military 
forces, opening the way for Mos-
cow to grab more territory and 
dictate its terms to Kyiv.

A Russian failure could lay the 
grounds for a Ukrainian counter-
offensive - and possibly lead to 
political upheaval for the Kremlin. 

Russia-Ukraine war, bullets pierce through buildings.

Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
‘moving to Windsor home to be 
close to Queen’

T
he Duke of  Cambridge 
is reportedly moving his 
family to a four-bedroom 
home on the Windsor es-

tate to be close to the Queen after 
she marked her 70 years on the 
throne.

The Duke of  Cambridge is re-
portedly moving his family to a 
four-bedroom home on the Wind-
sor estate to be close to the Queen 
after she marked her 70 years on 
the throne

Prince William, 39, and his wife 
the Duchess of  Cambridge, Kate 
Middleton, 40, are said to be head-
ed for Adelaide Cottage, which 
needs no extra taxpayer-funded se-
curity or costly refurb.

The Sun has also tonight 
(13.06.22) reported there will be 
no live-in staff  at the house, which 
will also be a base for the couples’ 
dog Orla and their three children 
Prince George, eight, Princess 
Charlotte, seven, and four-year-old 
Prince Louis, who will be able to 
start school locally from autumn.

But the pair are said to be intend-
ing to keep on Anmer Hall in Nor-
folk as a family country retreat and 
they will use their apartments at 
Kensington Palace as staff  offices.

An insider told The Sun: “Kate 

and William were very keen for 
a modest home to start their new 
lives in Windsor.

“Adelaide Cottage fits the bill 
because it is a four-bedroom home 
and they do not need any more as 
they have no live-in staff.

“They were adamant they didn’t 
want anything too showy or any-
thing that needed renovating or ex-
tra security so as not to be a burden 
on the taxpayer.

“The added bonus is they can 
send George, Charlotte and Lou-
is to school together locally. The 
three children will enjoy running 
around and playing in the gardens, 
which is the kind of  life they enjoy 
so much when at Anmer Hall.

“They had no other demands 
than a pleasant family home close 
to schools and the Queen.

“They will pay rent from their 
private account. All they need to 
do is move in some of  their treas-
ured furniture and possessions. 
The whole family is looking for-
ward to moving in this summer 
and starting a new chapter in their 
lives together in Windsor.”

Royal experts say the Queen, 96, 
will be delighted at the couple’s 
proximity.

Russia made $100b oil export sales
in war’s first 100 days - Report

I
n the 100 days after its Feb. 
24 invasion of  Ukraine, 
Russia’s revenue from ex-
ports of  fossil fuels soared 

to 93 billion euros — about $97 
billion — according to a report 
by the Center for Research on 
Energy and Clean Air.

China was the largest import-
er, buying more than $13 billion 
worth of  fossil fuels during that 
period, followed by Germany at 
around $12.6 billion, the CREA 
report released Monday said.

Over the first 100 days of  the 
war in Ukraine, France was 
the largest importer of  Rus-
sian liquefied natural gas, the 
Finland-based research center 
found, while Germany bought 
the most Russian pipeline gas. 
China imported the most oil 
from Russia, and Japan import-
ed the most coal.

As Western governments 
sought to pressure Moscow and 
many countries scrambled to 
wean themselves off  Russian 
energy, the volume of  Russia’s 
fuel exports fell 15 percent in 
May compared with the period 
before the invasion. But high fuel 
prices caused by rising global de-
mand have kept money flowing 
into Moscow’s coffers, the report 
said, noting that Russia’s export 
prices were on average 60 per-
cent higher than last year.

And a few countries increased 
imports of  Russian fuel during 
the first 100 days of  the war, in-
cluding France, India, China, the 
United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia, the research center said.

France, Belgium and the Neth-

erlands benefited from buying 
liquefied natural gas and crude 
oil on the spot market, it add-
ed. The purchases were made 
outside of  preexisting contracts, 
“representing an active purchase 
decision,” according to the re-
port.

The energy ministries of  
France and Belgium did not im-
mediately respond to requests 
for comment early Tuesday. A 
spokesman for the Dutch Minis-
try of  Economic Affairs and Cli-
mate Policy, Tim van Dijk, said 
in an emailed response that “it 
would be better to ask the com-
panies which are involved as they 
know all the details.”

After weeks of  negotiations, 
the European Union reached 
an agreement late last month to 
phase out Russian oil, but with 
an exception for pipeline deliv-
eries as a concession notably 
to Hungary. The mounting ev-
idence of  war crimes and grue-
some images of  bodies lying in 
the streets of  Bucha, in Kyiv’s 
suburbs, spurred the 27-nation 
bloc to announce a phaseout of  
Russian coal and debate an oil 
embargo.

European Council President 
Charles Michel said the deal to 
end seaborne deliveries with-
in months would cover more 
than two-thirds of  oil imports 
from Russia, cutting off  “a huge 
source of  financing” for the Rus-
sian “war machine.”

The United States banned im-
ports of  Russian oil in March. 
On Sunday, President Biden 
blamed the Russian invasion of  

Ukraine for rising U.S. gas prices 
— which topped $5 per gallon on 
average nationally this weekend 
— telling reporters that it is “out-
rageous what the war in Ukraine 
is causing.”

Still, U.S. energy affairs envoy 
Amos Hochstein told lawmak-
ers last week that Russia may be 
making more fossil fuel revenue 
than before the conflict, with 
global price hikes counteracting 
the effect of  Western sanctions 
and demand higher than expect-
ed as coronavirus lockdowns 
ease around the world.

As Russia’s war in Ukraine 
propels already rising inflation in 
much of  Europe to record highs, 
some European officials have 
called for steps to mitigate the 
rise in food and energy costs.

The Washington Post has pre-
viously reported that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is dig-
ging in for a long war of  attrition 
and seeking to use economic 
pressure, such as a blockade of  
Ukrainian grain exports, to erode 
Western support for Kyiv, ac-
cording to members of  Russia’s 
economic elite. The Kremlin 
hopes the West could lose focus 
in trying to counter the invasion, 
especially as global energy costs 
surge, The Post reported.

The U.S. director of  national 
intelligence, Avril Haines, hint-
ed at such concerns last month 
when she told senators that Putin 
is prepared for a prolonged con-
flict and “probably counting on 
U.S. and E.U. resolve to weaken 
as food shortages, inflation and 
energy shortages get worse.” 
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apoli striker, Victor 

NO s i m h e n  h a s 
spoken about his 

future at the Italian side 
after helping the Super 
Eagles beat Sao Tome 10-0 

u r e l i e n 

ATchouameni has 
b e e n  o f f i c i a l ly 

unveiled at Real Madrid 
a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s 
medical on Tuesday.

The French midfielder 
completed an £85million 
move from Ligue 1 side 
Monaco on Saturday on a 
bumper six-year deal.

And the club released 
pictures of  Tchouameni 
signing his new contract, 
shaking hands with club 
president, Florentino Perez 
and holding up his new 
shirt with the number 18.

He said: “I had the 
chance to choose other 
clubs, yes – but as soon as I 
knew Real Madrid wanted 
me, I never doubted”, 
referencing international 
t e a m - m a t e  K y l i a n 
Mbappe 's  a t tempts  to 
persuade him to join Paris 
Saint-Germain.

P S G  c h i e f ,  L u i s 
Campos was also keen on 
Tchouameni and his name 
w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  i n 
M b a p p e ' s  c o n t r a c t 

discussions, according to 
reports in Spain.

H e  s a i d :  “ K y l i a n 
decided to stay at PSG and 
already knew I was going to 
leave Monaco. Mbappe 
spoke to me, and asked me 
if  I could come to Paris. But 
I told him I wanted to join 
Real Madrid, my choice 
was always Madrid. He 
understood my decision, 
he's happy for me.

“I'm really happy to be 
here, to start a new chapter 
with the best club in the 
world… I want to make a 
mark in football and this 
club is the best to do it. I'm 
in the best club in the world. 
I spoke with the president 
and we agreed to win new 
titles. We are going to work 
on that, to win more titles 
for Real Madrid.”

Perez added: “He is 
one of  the best midfielders 
in the world and today he 
arrives at Real Madrid. At 
22 years old you were able 
to choose your club and 
you have chosen this one.”

Tchouameni posed 

happily and gave a thumbs 
up as he carried out a 
medical exam at the La 
Moraleja hospital in the 
Spanish capital.

T h e  r e i g n i n g 
Champions League and 
LaLiga title winners posted 
the picture on their official 
Twitter account for their 
42.4million followers.

Their caption read: 
“The photo you were 
wa i t i n g  f o r !  M e d i c a l 
examination at Sanitas 
University Hospital La 
M o r a l e j a 

#WelcomeTchouameni.'
T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 

snubbed interest  from 
Premier  League s ides 
Liverpool and Manchester 
United and French giants, 
PSG to join Los Blancos.

A n d  i n  a  p r e s s 
conference to announce his 
a r r i va l ,  Tc h o u a m e n i 
continued: “I'm very happy 
to be here to start my story 
with Real Madrid, the best 
team in the world. We are 
going to work hard to 
continue winning many 
titles for this club.”

break.
Osimhen said this when 

asked about speculation 
linking him to possible 
m ove s  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h 
Premier League and La 

on Monday.
The striker said his next 

a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e 
International break with 
Nigeria is to reunite with his 
family and have a good 

Liga.
The Napoli man scored 

four goals for the Super 
Eagles in their record 10-0 
win over São Tomé and 
Príncipe.

O s i m h e n  h a s  b e e n 
l inked with a move to 
Newcastle United, Arsenal, 
Manchester United and 
even Real Madrid.

“First of  all, I'm happy 
about this win. For me, I 

ormer Manchester FC i t y  c a p t a i n , 
Vincent Kompany, 

has said it is an honour for 
h i m  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d 
Burnley's new manager.

K o m p a n y  w a s 
appointed as Burnley's new 
manager at Turf  Moor on 
Tuesday.

The English club made 
the announcement in a 
statement via its website on 
Tuesday.

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
appointment, Kompany 
told the club's official 
website: “Burnley Football 
Club is a truly historic 
English side, and it is an 
honour to be appointed 
first-team manager.

“I'm excited by the 
challenge ahead.

“I'm looking forward to 

getting to work with the 
players and creating a 
positive, winning team for 
our fans when we return to 
Turf  Moor.

“I've been impressed by 
the Board's vision for the 
club which aligns with my 
own and I look forward to 
playing my part as we enter 
an important season.”

Kompany left Belgian 
side Anderlecht last season 
and has now opted to take 
up a huge management job 

ngland captain, EHarry Kane has 
dropped his clearest 

hint about his club future.
The Three Lions and 

Tottenham striker was long 
linked with a move to 
Manches te r  Ci ty  la s t 
summer.

However, the Citizens 
have now secured Erling 
Haaland, which ends their 
interest in Kane.

Kane said to reporters 
on his future: “First and 
foremost  I 'm looking 
forward to getting away, 
but the plan is to get back 
on July 8 and head to Korea 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited  could 
move for Roma 

striker Tammy Abraham 
after missing out on Darwin 
Nunez.

Benfica star Nunez is 
expected to complete a 
move to Liverpool in a deal 
worth £85m.

United now have to 
look at other targets after 
coveting Nunez for months.

The Sun reports that 
A b r a h a m  i s  b e i n g 
considered by new United 
manager, Erik ten Hag.

Abraham joined Roma 
from Chelsea last summer 
and enjoyed a ter r i f ic 

season in the Italian capital.
T h e  E n g l a n d 

international scored 26 
goals in 52 appearances for 
Roma.

with the boys.
“I look forward to 

another season. I got on 
really well with Antonio in 
the time he was there and 
I'm looking forward to next 
season and what ' s  to 
come.”

in the Championship after 
Burnley's relegation from 
the Premier League in 2021-
22,

The 36-year-old former 
defender will be tasked with 
immediate promotion.

H e  r e p l a c e d  S e a n 
Dyche, who had been at 
Burnley for ten days before 
he was axed in the last 
campaign, with interim 
coach Mike Jackson unable 
to prevent their drop down 
to the Championship.

think my business with the 
national team stays and my 
business with the club stays 
with me,” the 23-year-old 
told reporters after the Super 
Eagles' victory on Monday.

“Talking about transfer 
now, I don't think it's the 
right moment for me because 
I just finished with the 
national team.

“I had a good two games 
and a win and of  course, 

there's a lot of  rumours 
going around in the media 
and of  course in Europe at 
large.

“Anything can happen, 
we don't know what is going 
to happen in the summer. I 
just want to go back to my 
family, have a good time, 
relax and refresh my mind 
and of  course, when the 
right time comes I'll talk 
about my future.”

Anything can happen – Victor Osimhen reveals his next line of  action

Vincent Kompany reacts after landing
Burnley job

Mbappe almost stopped me from joining Real
Madrid – Tchouameni

With Conte still in charge
of Tottenham, I'm set for
next season – Kane

Man Utd ponder bid for
Abraham

Osimhen

Kane

Abraham

Tchoumeni with club president, Perez
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one in an a game against 
neigbours  Dahomey (now 
Benin Republic) in 1959. 

Remember the 5-3-10 
Eagles under Yugoslav 
coach, Father Tiko in the 
1970s? Tiko's side, reputed 
for their attacking prowess, 
also scored loads of  goals, 
including 10 against a 
C a n a d i a n  c l u b  w h i l e 
preparing for the Montreal 
1976 Olympic Games, 
which Nigeria eventually 

he Super Eagles 10-T0 mauling of  Sao 
Tome and Principe 

in a 2023 AFCON qualifier 
in Morocco on Monday 
entered the record books as 
the country's biggest win 
since its first official match 
in 1949. 

I n  t e r m s  o f  g o a l s 
scored, it  was record-
equaling – the national 
team had also scored 10 
goals, though conceded 

e par t ing  Rea l DMadrid captain, 
Marcelo doesn't 

s ee  h im se l f  en t e r ing 
coaching.

A t  h i s  f a r e w e l l 
c e r e m o n y,  M a r c e l o 
intimated he expects to 
play on next season.

He said, “I don't think 
that I've got what it takes to 
become a coach. I can't see 
me doing that. There are 
other things that I'm better 
at. To be honest, I've never 
understood tactics and 
have just enjoyed playing 
football. I don't have the 
same desire to become a 
coach as I did to become a 
player.

“I'm a big fan of  the 
academy. I'm aware of  
how they look after the 
young players here, and 
how they train and I know 
virtually everything about 
how the academy set-up 
works. I also know how the 
first team works and that 
when the young players are 
promoted to the first team 
it's a massive set-up. The 

future is promising for us.”
Marcelo's son is now 

c o m i n g  t h r o u g h  L a 
Fabrica.

He added: “When I 
watch him play, I turn into 
a different person. It's 
crazy. I can't put it into 
words.  Watching him 
compete for this club is the 
g r e a t e s t  t h i n g  I ' v e 
experienced as a father.”

nterest in unsettled IReal Madrid winger, 
Marco  Asens io  i s 

intensifying.
AC Milan, Juventus, 

Arsenal and Manchester 
United all want to be kept 
up to date on his plans 
moving forward.

M i l a n  a r e  n o w 
c o m i n g  f o r w a r d  f o r 
Asensio and, according to 
Corriere  del lo Spor t , 
sporting director Paolo 
M a l d i n i  h a s  a l r e a dy 

contacted Carlo Ancelotti 
to sound out the Spain 
international's situation.

Asensio has not given 
anything away about his 
future, saying everything is 
still possible: staying at 
Madrid, leaving Madrid or 
running down his contract, 
which expires in 2023.

The Mallorcan plans 
to meet with Madrid this 
week to talk about what 
comes next. The fact he has 
not been an undisputed 
starter in Ancelotti's team 
opens up all possibilities — 
he wants to feel important.

withdrew from. 
But a member of  that 

side, Segun Odegbami said 
the goals didn't count.   

“The goals we scored 
were not against a national, 
they were against a club 
side, so it didn't count,” 
Odegbami said. 

Here's a look at some of  
Nigeria's biggest wins at 
international level;

Nigeria 10-1 Dahomey 
(now Benin Republic)

Nigeria defeated Tahiti 
in the Confederations Cup 
in 2013, scoring six goals 
and conceding only one. 

It was Nigeria's first 
match in the competition's 
group stage, meaning the 
Eagles temporarily topped 
the group. Two Tahiti 
players – Tehau and Vallar 
– helped Nigeria with own 
goals. Forward Nnamdi 
Oduamadi scored a hat-
t r i c k ,  w i t h  l e f t - b a c k 

Elderson Echiejile scoring 
the other goal. 

Tahiti went on to lose 
10-0 and 8-0 to Spain and 
Ur uguay respect ively, 
meaning their only goal of  
the  tour nament  came 
against Nigeria. 

Nigeria 5-0 Benin 
Nigeria's dominance 

over Benin is not in doubt, 
with the former winning 13 
of  their 16 meetings and 
losing just once. But the 
Eagles penchant for high 
goals margin against their 
next door neigbours knows 
no bound, as they once 
a g a i n  h a m m e r e d  t h e 
Squirrels 5-0 in another 
f r i e n d l y  i n  L a g o s 
November 4, 1979. 

Nigeria 5-1 Zimbabwe 

o t t e n h a m  h ave Tagreed a deal worth 
in the region of  

£25m to sign Brighton's 
Yves Bissouma, with the 
midfielder set to undergo a 
m e d i c a l  a t  S p u r s  o n 
Thursday.

The 25-year-old has 
only one year left on his 
Brighton contract but is 
n o w  s e t  t o  b e c o m e 
Tottenham's third summer 
signing after goalkeeper 
Fraser Forster and Ivan 
Perisic joined earlier this 
month.

Arsenal, Aston Villa 
and Everton had been 
among the other clubs 
interested in signing the 
Mali international this 
summer after Brighton had 
rejected a bid from Aston 
Villa for Bissouma in the 
January transfer window.

Tottenham have been 
watching Bissouma since 
he played for Lille and he 
had been on their list of  
targets to replace Moussa 
Dembele in 2018.

But Spurs ultimately 
signed Tanguy Ndombele 
in a club-record deal from 
Lyon, while Bissouma 
joined Brighton for around 
£15m, where he has shone 
a f t e r  m a k i n g  1 2 4 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e 
Seagulls.

To t t e n h a m  h e a d 
coach Antonio Conte was 
particularly impressed by 
Bissouma following his 
per formances  against 
Spurs last season.

Djed Spence helped 
Nottingham Forest secure 
promotion to the Premier 
League while on loan last 
season

Tottenham are also in 

advanced talks to sign Djed 
S p e n c e  f r o m 
Middlesbrough.

Spurs are among the 
front runners to sign 21-
year-old Spence, who 
helped Nottingham Forest 
achieve promotion to the 
Premier League while on 
loan last season.

Tottenham are keen to 
see off  other competition 
to bolster the wing-back 
position, and a decision on 
his future could come in 
the next few days once he 
returns from England 
Under-21 duty.

Following the news 
that Tottenham have put in 
£150m of  equity funds into 
the club, Spurs are clearly 
backing Antonio Conte in 
the transfer market this 
summer.

Another huge triumph 
came in a 2006 World Cup 
qualifier, this time against 
Zimbabwe in 2005.

Nigeria 's  tenacious 
offensive force of  Osaze 
Odemwingie,  Stephen 
Makinwa and Obafemi 
Mar t ins  ran r iot  over 
Zimbabwe's defence. There 
was nothing the opposition 
could offer, faced with the 
likes of  Obinna Nwaneri, 
Joseph Yobo, Ayila Yussuf, 
Taye Taiwo and Chidi 
Od iah  in  the  Eag le ' s 
defence. 

Martins scored two of  
Nigeria's goals, with Osaze, 
Yussuf  and substitute, 
Nwankwo Kanu adding 
the rest. 
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1959-2022: Eagles' biggest wins 

Count me out of coaching I've never understood
tactics – Marcelo

AC Milan showing interest in Real
Madrid ace, Asensio

Brighton, Tottenham
agree terms for Bissouma's
medical Thursday

Bissouma

Marcel

Super Eagles

Assensio
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The fresh news people

irector General of  the DW o r l d  T r a d e 
Organisation (WTO), 

Nigerian Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
speaks at the opening ceremony 
o f  t h e  1 2 t h  M i n i s t e r i a l 
Conference (MC12) taking place 
from June 12-15, in Geneva, at 
the headquarters of  the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Sunday, 
June 12, 2022. 

T h e  W o r l d  T r a d e 
Organization Chief, opened the 
conference as global  trade 
ministers gathered to tackle food 
security, threatened by Russia's 
invasion of  Ukraine, overfishing 
and equitable access to Covid 
vaccines.

Opening the WTO's first 
ministerial meeting in nearly five 
years, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said 
“…to expect a rocky, bumpy road 
with a few landmines along the 
way”.

But, she however told the 
press,  she was “cautiously 
optimistic” that the more than 
100 attending ministers would 
manage to agree on at least one or 
two of  a long line of  pressing 
issues, and that would be “a 
success”.

The WTO faces pressure to 
eke out long-sought trade deals on 
a range of  issues and show unity 
amid the still raging pandemic 
and an impending global hunger 
crisis.

But since the global trade 
body only makes decisions by 
consensus, it can be more than 
tricky to reach agreements.

Top on the agenda at the four-
day meeting is the toll Russia's 
war on Ukraine, traditionally; a 
breadbasket that feeds hundreds 
of  millions of  people is having on 
food security.

Tensions ran high during a 
closed-door session, where a 
number of  delegates took the 
floor to condemn Russia's war on 
Ukraine, including Kyiv's envoy, 
who was met with a standing 
ovation, WTO spokesman Dan 

Pruzin told journalists. Then, 
right before Russian Minister of  
Economic Development Maxim 
Reshetnikov spoke, around three 
dozen delegates “walked out”, he 
said.

Even before the conference 
began, the European Union 
gathered, representatives from 57 
countries for a show of  solidarity 
with Ukraine, with EU trade 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  V a l d i s 
Dombrovskis slamming Russia's 
“illegal and barbaric aggression”.

Despite the contentious 
a tmosphere,  min i s te r s  a re 
expected to agree on a joint 
declaration on strengthening food 
security, in which they will 
“commit to take concrete steps to 
facilitate trade and improve the 
functioning and long term 
resilience of  global markets for 
food and agriculture”.

According to the draft text, 
count r i e s  would  vow tha t 
“particular consideration will be 
given to the specific needs and 
circumstances of  developing 
country Members”.

“I hope you will collectively 
do the right thing,” Ngozi told the 

delegates.
The WTO hopes to keep 

criticism of  Russia's war in 
Ukraine to the first day of  talks, 
allowing ministers to focus on 
nailing down trade deals, after 
nearly a decade with no major 
agreements, in the remaining 
days of  the 4-day meeting.

There is some optimism that 
countries could finally agree on 
banning subsidies that contribute 
to illegal and unregulated fishing, 
after more than two decades of  
negotiations.

“Will our children forgive 
us… if  we allow our oceans to be 
depleted?” Okonjo-Iweala said.

One of  the main sticking 
points has been the so-called 
' S p e c i a l  a n d  D i f f e r e n t i a l 
Treatment (SDT), for developing 
countries, including major fishing 
nation, India, which can request 
for exemptions.

However, the duration of  
exemption remains undefined, 
with Environmental groups 
warning anything beyond 10 
years would be catastrophic.

H o w e v e r ,  I n d i a  h a s 
d e m a n d e d  f o r,  a  2 5 - y e a r 

exemption, and it is so far refusing 
to budge. Indian Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
insisted in a video address that 
most fishing in India is vital for 
survival, and that fishermen use 
“sustainable methods”.

“Their right to life and 
livelihood cannot be curtailed in 
any manner.”

Angered by lacking a follow-
through on promises made at a 
WTO ministerial meeting nearly 
a decade ago on food policy 
measures,  India is  proving 
intransigent on other issues as 
well, jeopardising the chances of  
locking down deals.

“There is not a single issue 
that India is not blocking,”a 
Geneva-based Ambassador said, 
singling out WTO reform and 
agriculture.

On patient wavier, India has 
also struck a harsh tone on 
another key issue on the table: 
WTO response to the Covid 
crisis.

“The rich countries need to 
introspect. We need to bow our 
heads in shame for our inability to 

respond to the pandemic in 
time,”he said.

India and South Africa began 
in October 2020, pushing for the 
W T O  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  l i f t 
intellectual property rights on 
Covid-19 medical tools like 
vaccines to help ensure more 
equitable  access  in  poorer 
nations.

After multiple rounds of  
talks, the EU, the United States, 
I n d i a  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a 
hammered out a compromise 
w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  m o s t 
developing countries, although 
not China, to produce Covid 
vaccines without authorisation 
from patent holders yet it would 
still face opposition from both 
sides.

The pharmaceutical industry 
i n s i s t s  t h e  w a i ve r  w o u l d 
u n d e r m i n e  i nve s t m e n t  i n 
innovation, while public interest 
groups charge the text falls far 
short of  what is needed, by 
limiting and complicating the 
vaccine waiver and not covering 
C o v i d  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d 
diagnostics.
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Okonjo-Iweala hosts WTO Conference:

Global food security tops agenda
…As delegates “walk out” on Russia over Ukraine's invasion 
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