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2023: Emergence of
Atiku, Obi, Tinubu

Sparks off  voter registration crises
Ohanaeze alleges plot by INEC to subvert 2023 elections
Umuahia residents slam INEC over unclear process

Obi TinubuAtiku

Democracy Day
I’m committed to protecting Nigerians – Buhari
Nigeria is struggling – Soludo
June 12 demonstrates our resilience – Uzodimma

15 youths abducted, monarch’s palace attacked in Imo

Ebonyi will never
be Biafra – Umahi
...Disowns Ohanaeze Ndigbo,
South East politicians over
APC presidential primaries

Umahi
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

M
ember represent-
ing Awka North 
constituency, at the 

Anambra House of  Assem-
bly, Hon. John Nwokoye has 
decided to take the bull by the 
horn by leading a demonstra-
tion from his communities 

News Echo reports that 
in commemoration of  his 
purposeful 3 years in office, 
Hon. John Nwokoye last 
Saturday took the good peo-
ple of  Awka North by road 
walk across some parts of  
Constituency with a tag that 
read; Walk For A Greater 
Awka North: to register their 
displeasure at the continuous 

Anambra lawmaker leads protest to
bring govt attention on bad roads

neglect of  the roads in Àwka 
North that are currently in a 
sorry state.

The walk had two catego-
ries, the first one started from 
Ifite-Isu junction in Isuanio-
cha, the people chants in soli-
darity, carrying placards bear-
ing various inscriptions and 
making their way through 
Amanuke to a section of  
Achalla.

Hon. John Nwokoye while 
giving insight and stating rea-
sons for the demonstration, 
revealed that the condition 
of  the Constituency has con-
tinued to give him grief  con-
cern.

“About 80 percent of  the 
countless motions i’ve moved 
in the house, speaks about 

the dilapidated state of  our 
roads in Àwka North. And 
while promises are made by 
the Willie Obiano led admin-
istration then, nothing was 
done until he left office”, he 
enthused.

“I recalled during a budget 
defence of  the Ministry of  
Work in 2019, I strongly 
asked the question if  Awka 
North was part of  Anambra 
and vow to lead demonstra-
tion, not minding my second 
tenure chances, if  nothing is 
done to address the ugly situ-
ation”, he revealed.

Assuring that he strong-
ly believe in the plans of  the 
new administration of  Prof  
Chukwuma Soludo, Hon 
John Nwokoye called on him 

Abia to shut down schools resisting 
UBEC’s personnel audit
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he leader of  federal gov-
ernment team for Na-
tional Personnel Audit 

(NPA), Mrs Ada Oguche has 
lamented that some schools 
are preventing her team from 
carrying out the assignment in 
Abia State.

She said that the exercise 
is a nationwide programme 
which takes place every five 
years and enables the federal 
government under the Uni -
versal Basic Education Com-
mission (UBEC) to determine 
the projects to be done in such 
States by UBEC.

She listed  school infrastruc-
ture, toilets, instructional ma-
terials etc as some of  the ben-
efits the enumerated schools 
in Abia would enjoy after the 
exercise, adding that the pro-

gramme would last for three 
weeks.

To this end, Abia State 
Chairman of  Universal Ba -
sic Education, Elder Josiah 
Anonaba has warned that any 
public or private owned school 
that found resisting the na -
tional personnel enumeration  
would be closed down.

According to Elder Anona-
ba, “The NPA programme is 
compulsory for every school 
in Abia State both public and 
private schools that harbour 
the Abia child must open their 
doors for this national group 
of  enumerators to collect the 
needed information.

That is what UBEC and fed-
eral ministry of  education re-
quests from us.” “Any school 
that resists the enumeration 
exercise would be shut down”, 
he warned.

Findings by News Echo 

showed that management of  
some schools especially the 
private- owned ones, were 
not interested in the person-
nel enumeration initiative as 
they claimed that no benefit 
accrued to them from some 
previously held exercise.

The private school owners 
who spoke under anonymi -
ty denied locking their doors 
against the federal govern -
ment officials, explaining that 
they their service security men 
at various school gates only 
tried to scrutinise the iden -
tity of  every visitor to their 
schools, especially at this peri-
od of  general insecurity in the 
country.

Meanwhile, public  prima -
ry/secondary schools in the 
State are yet to call off  their 
ongoing strike, which they 
embarked on, at end of  May.

Gunmen kidnap youth leader, cart away
motorcycles worth N60m in Anambra 

Gunmen abduct 15 youths in Imo community, 
attack monarch’s palace

T
here was pandemo-
nium on Saturday 
after masked gun-
men stormed Ekwe 

Community in the Isu Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State and abducted 15 male 
youths of  the community. 

The gunmen stormed the 
community through the 
Njaba River that demarcat-
ed Ekwe Community from 
Amucha Community in 
Njaba LGA, a community 
leader said. 

An indigene of  Ekwe 
Community, Akubuo 
Princewill, told our corre-
spondent on the telephone 
that the gunmen kidnapped 
15 young men who were ex-
cavating sand at the Njaba 
River. 

Akubuo said that the gun-
men shoot indiscriminately 
into the air and were in search 
of  more youths of  the com-
munity to abduct.

He said some young men 
and other natives who sighted 
them from afar dashed into 
nearby bushes to escape ab-
duction. 

Akubuo appealed to the 
state government to come to 
the rescue of  the community 
even as he wondered what 
could have informed the inva-
sion of  the community. 

He said, “We are appealing 
to the state governor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma to come to 
our rescue. 

“This morning, some 
masked gunmen invaded our 
community, Ekwe through 
Amucha, arrested some 
young men who were exca-
vating sand at Njaba River. 

“After that, they went into 
the community shooting spo-
radically leading to people 
running helter-skelter. 

“Some ran into the sur-
rounding bushes to escape 
arrest. The gunmen were ar-
resting only male young men. 
They ignored girls and wom-
en as well as elderly men. 

“Later, they stormed the 
palace of  our traditional 
ruler, Eze Nicholas Ibekwe, 
commanded all to lie down 
and released about 20 gun-
shots into the air. They didn’t 
kill anybody but we are hear-
ing that some might have sus-
tained gunshot injuries.”

The traditional ruler of  the 
community, Eze Nicholas 
Ibekwe, confirmed the story 
to our correspondent. 

Speaking also through 
telephone, Eze Ibekwe dis-
closed that four of  the gun-
men stormed his palace and 
commanded all of  them to lie 
down. 

to take very serious the SOS 
call on ndi Awka North, and 
not toe the part of  his prede-
cessor.

This will be the first time 
in the history of  Awka North 
that a sitting public office 
holder will lead a public 
demonstration, choosing to 

stand with the people because 
true power belongs to him.

Second walk however, start-
ed from the Amansea junc-
tion by express to uzu river, 
where the lawmaker also ad-
dressed residents and call on 
Soludo to deliver the Constit-
uency from the enumerated 

setbacks.
With hope held high, Hon. 

John Nwokoye has insisted 
to continue partnering with 
Governor Chukwuma Solu-
do and committing himself  
to the actualization of  the 
dreams and yearnings of  his 
constituents.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

A  
Youth leader in Ihi-
ala Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anam-

bra State has been kidnapped 
by unidentified persons who 
were said to be armed.

Sources said that the Youth 
President after his abduction 
was forced to take his as-
sailants to the Ihiala Local 
Government Area Secretari-
at where motorcycles worth 
sixty million Naira (N60m) 
meant for empowerment was 
carted away.

Comrade Ononuju Max-
well Chigozie (Zuma), Pres-
ident Okija Youth Develop-
ment Forum in a statement 
said that the people of  the 
area are saddened and dis-

The monarch said before 
storming his palace, the infor-
mation had come to him that 
hooded gunmen arrested 15 
of  his subjects who were ex-
cavating sand at Njaba River.

According to the royal fa-
ther, it was one of  the young 
men who was arrested but 
let off  the hook owing to his 
visual impairment that alert-
ed the community of  the de-
velopment. 

The traditional ruler dis-
closed that four of  the gun-
men who stormed his palace 
wore camouflage with no 
masks. 

Eze Ibekwe further dis-
closed that one of  the gun-
men spoke Hausa Language 
and one of  the people told 
to lie down at his palace who 
understands Hausa language 
responded to the gunman’s 
astonishment. 

According to the monarch, 
it was at this point the gun-
man turned toward him and 
said, “You said you be tradi-
tional ruler but you dey train 
criminals” in pidgin English. 

When contacted, the police 
spokesperson for the com-
mand, Michael Abattam, ad-
vised the community to lodge 
a formal report to the police 
post in the area to enable the 
police to take the matter up.

comforted by the theft of  the 
motorcycles that were safely 
kept for the constituents of  
Ihiala Local government area 
by Hon. Chuddy Ifeanyi Mo-
mah, member representing 
Ihiala Federal Constituency.

He said that the federal leg-
islator was awaiting the right 
time to distribute the motor-
cycles to his constituents for 
empowerment.

He said that this ugly inci-
dent took place in the middle 
of  the night during which our 
youth President was also kid-
napped and forced to show 
them where the said motorcy-
cles were kept and they carted 
away the motorcycles worth 
50-60 million naira.

This is atrocious and un-
godly,” he noted. The Youth 

President commiserated with 
Hon Momah on the unantic-
ipated theft of  such valuable 
and expensive properties that 
were meant for the good peo-
ple of  Ihiala Federal Constit-
uency, noting that the youths 
will not relent in supporting 
him as he aspires for great-
er heights. When contacted, 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO) of  Anambra 
State command, Tochuk-
wuIkenga (DSP) said the 
report of  the abduction and 
theft has not gotten to his of-
fice.

He, however, urged the vic-
tim/eyewitness of  the inci-
dent to go to the closest police 
station and report the incident 
which according to him will 
help investigations.

Umuahia residents slam INEC for slow 
voter registration, card issuance
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

M
any residents of  
Umuahia, the cap-
ital of  Abia State 

have decried lackadaisical 
attitude of  officials the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), in the 
ongoing voters registration 
exercise.

This is even as the Com-
mission has made it clear that 
there would be no further ex-
tension beyond the June 30 
deadline.

Journalists who visited Ad-
elabu street office of  the elec-
toral umpire discovered that  
many  prospective voters who 
trooped out for the exercise 
could not be attended to, by 
INEC staff.

Rather, the surging growth 
overwhelmed the proportion 

of  INEC staff  on duty, mak-
ing most of  the prospective 
voters to go home disappoint-
ed or partially attended to.

A crowd of  prospective reg-
istrants at INEC office, Ade-
labu street Umuahia, com-
plained bitterly of  not being 
attended to, an action they 
described as a ploy to disen-
franchise them ahead of  the 
forthcoming general elections 
in 2023.

Some of  them that spoke to 
journalists at INEC zonal of-
fice in Umuahia claimed that  
INEC officials  were denying 
them the opportunities to be 
captured in the exercise and 
warned that they must not be 
denied their rights.

Some also complained that 
they were yet to get their cards 
after registering in 2015.

The intending voters called 
on INEC to employ more 

personnel for the smooth run-
ning of  the exercise in order 
not to disenfranchise those 
who are willing to get regis-
tered.

But the INEC Resident 
Electoral Commissioner for 
Abia State, Dr. Joseph Iloh 
blamed the upsurge in regis-
tration to the attitude of  Ni-
gerians who would always 
wait for the eleventh hour to 
identify with Government 
programmes such as INEC 
registration.

 He however assured  that 
INEC has mechanism for 
such upsurge noting that 
when such report gets to them 
through the their electoral of-
ficers, it has an Intervention 
Machine designed for han-
dling cases where prospective 
registrants are more than the 
personnel handling them. 



News

APC presidential primaries: Umahi disowns
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, dissatisfied with S/E politicians

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has expressed dissat-

isfaction with the political 
actors from South East Zone 
for not justifying the agita-
tions against the marginali-
zation of  Ndigbo during the 
just concluded Presidential 
Primary.

Umahi stated this while 
addressing the mammoth 
crowd of  supporters who 
staged a heroic welcome for 
him on arrival to Ebonyi 
State after the Presiden-
tial Primary in Abuja said 
he wept for the Leaders of  
South East who will sell an-
ything for the sake of  money

Governor Umahi particu-
larly was dissatisfied with 
the conduct of  the Presi-
dent General of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Professor George 
Obiozor for toeing the line 
of  politics instead of  making 
himself  a rallying point dur-
ing the struggle for the Igbo 
Presidency over the week-
end.

“First, let me say to Ebonyi 
people, you are wonderful 
people, the Presidential elec-
tion was a great eyeopener 
to every son and daughter of  
Ebonyi State and with your 
support, we fought very gal-
lantly.

 “I had a series of  meetings 
with the party’s chairmen in 
the five states of  the zone in 
the company of  its national 
vice chairman.

“I implored on the dele-
gates that the issue was not 
about me but the mood of  
the Igbos in the nation.

“I implored that they 
should vote for any south 
east aspirant so that when 
the votes are counted, we 
would not be missing.

“We would have made a 
strong statement in the pro-
cess that the Igbos are emi-
nently qualified with due ca-
pacity to lead the country,” 

“There was no sort of  lob-
bying I did not receive but I 
maintained that it was about 
bringing the marginalisation 
of  the Igbos to the fore,” 

“The setting of  the Na-
tion is well skilled against 
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Crowd trying to get PVC at INEC ofce in Umuahia.

Ebonyi 2023: I remain authentic PDP 
governorship candidate -  Sen. Ogba
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Senator represent-
ing Ebonyi South Sen-
atorial district, Senator 

Obinna Ogba has said that 
he remains the authentic gov-
ernorship candidate of  the 
People’s Democratic Party 
PDP ahead of  2023 general 
elections in the state.

A Federal High Court sit-
ting in Abakaliki had on June 
8 nullified the rescheduled 
Primary elections of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party held 
on June 5 and 6 in the State in 
which Senator Obinna Ogba 
emerged winner

The Court who was pre-
sided over by Justice Fatun 
Riman ruled that the primary 
elections that produced Sen-
ator Ogba and other candi-
dates were illegal, unconstitu-
tional, null and void.

The Court also affirmed 
the primary elections earlier 
conducted in the state on 28 
& 29 of  May, 2022 that pro-
duced Dr Ifeanyichukwuma 
Odii as governorship candi-
date of  the PDP.

The Judge ruled that PDP 
properly constituted a prima-
ry election committee and 
deployed them for the pur-
pose of  same and that INEC 
agreed to have monitored the 

election and returned candi-
dates transparently.

The Court held that any 
other primary elections held 
after those of  28 & 29 of  
May, 2022 are null and void, 
conferring no benefit or rights 
whatsoever.

But Ogba while addressing 
journalists at his campaign 
office in Abakaliki insisted 
on the validity of  the primary 
elections of  June 4 and 5 that 
produced him and other can-
didates of  the party.

He urged his supporters 
and PDP faithful to see the 
Court judgment which pur-
portedly quashed the primary 
election that elected him as 
one of  the diversionary tactics 
of  a few individuals who felt 
they could intimidate him.

He said there was nothing 
strange about the court order 
as such was normal in poli-
tics, and disclosed that he had 
appealed the judgment, and 
had also filed a stay of  execu-
tion.

He also thanked other con-
testants in the gubernatorial 
primary election for demon-
strating what he described 
as true sportsmanship and 
promised to run an inclusive 
government if  elected Gover-
nor in 2023. “I was supposed 
to have addressed you before 
now but I left for Abuja im-

mediately after the elections. 
You are aware that my party, 
the PDP has issued me with 
a certificate of  return as the 
authentic gubernatorial can-
didate of  PDP in Ebonyi.

 “However, a day after the 
submission of  my results and 
certificate of  return issued to 
me, we heard that someone 
went to court to challenge our 
primaries.

 “The truth is that the court 
does not belong to one per-
son. We have appealed the 
judgment. And I want to tell 
my supporters not to panic 
because nobody can intim-
idate me or take away the 
mandate that the people of  
Ebonyi state gave to me.

 “In a nutshell, I am grate-
ful to PDP delegates for cast-
ing their votes for me. I also 
thank my opponents who 
have since extended congrat-
ulations and pledged to work 
with me to ensure victory in 
2023”.

He expressed optimism 
that he would still defeat his 
opponent in Court as he did 
during the primary election.

He equally dispelled the 
insinuation in some quarters 
that INEC did not monitor 
the rescheduled PDP pri-
maries that elected him and 
other PDP candidates in the 
state.

2023: Gov Ugwuanyi’s kinsman picks 
Labour Party guber ticket, vows to
reposition Enugu
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

A 
prominent legal 
practitioner, Casmir 
Agbo, has emerged 

as candidate of  the Labour 
Party (LP) for Enugu State 
governorship election in 
2023.

Agbo, who is also a retired 
civil servant, won the ticket 
through affirmative vote of  
85 delegates who voted en-
masse without any invalid 
vote.

Agbo, while speaking af-
ter his victory said though 
he hails from Opi in Enugu 
North Senatorial Zone of  
the state where the incum-
bent (Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi) comes from, said 
that the Labour Party is not 
mindful of  zoning but a per-
son that would deliver good 
governance.

He cited America where 
George Bush’s son, emerged 
president after his father 
saying that what mattered 
most was the interest of  the 
people.

“I am from Opi in Enu-
gu North Senatorial Zone .  

Our party does not recog-
nise zoning.   What we want 
is who would deliver good 
governance.   It is only in 
this place that we talk about 
zoning.   In America a son 
can be president after his 
father.   When Clinton left 
as the President of  Ameri-
ca, his wife, Hilary Clinton,  
contested to be president.

 “It does not matter if  
Governor Ugwuanyi’s son 
or his brother becomes the 
next governor.  What mat-
ters is what he can offer.   I 
am the race to change the 
face of  Enugu State.   I 
have been a civil servant 
for many years and I know 
what the people need,” he 
said.

“I am not a money bag 
but I have what it takes to be 
the people’s governor. Peo-
ple are yearning for good 
governance.

“In Labour Party in Enu-
gu State, we talk of  meri-
tocracy and not zoning as 
leadership is not self- ap-
pointment. It’s a calling 
from the Divine. It is a call 
to oversee a course and a 
people. 

…Insists Ebonyi will 
never be Biafra

any contest for Igbo man, 
while every Zones have 
about eight States or more 
and South East has only five, 
how do you expect an Igbo 
man to win a contest under 
this kind of  arrangement.

“Prof. Obiozor could not 
stand for Igbos when it mat-
tered so much, it is a very big 
shame, I have no confidence 
in him and he is no longer 
my President. In the comity 

of  South East, Ebonyi peo-
ple are not regarded, I con-
tinue to say that Ebonyi will 
never be Biafra.

“I weep for our Leaders, 
we are now regarded as peo-
ple that will sell anything for 
the sake of  money, it is about 
equity, justice, and fairness 
upon which I continue to 
shout for the unity of  this 
country.”

Governor Umahi also 
vented regrets at the con-

duct of  Delegates from other 
South East states who sold 
their votes to willing buyers 
instead of  standing in de-
fense of  the calls for the Igbo 
Presidency.

“I am the Governor of  Eb-
onyi State, the only agenda I 
have for South East now is 
Ebonyi Agenda, I continue 
to say that he who sells his 
brother, even the buyer will 
not trust him.

“Anyone that fights against 

the interest of  Ebonyi people 
in the South East, I will fight 
the person Publicly, Ndig-
bo, get your PVC and bond 
together, you have seen that 
nobody wants you anymore, 
we have the fighting spirit 
and the spirit of  our found-
ing Fathers have been rekin-
dled to fight for us.

“When Honourable peo-
ple are needed in South 
East, they will come to Eb-
onyi State, everything is not 
money.”

“A leader is focused on 
the welfare and progress of  
the led. He rises above self. 
Such a leader is free from 
corruption and unnecessary 
wastage cultures.  Such a 
person who has attained the 
status of  leadership is usual-
ly time conscious and highly 
organized. 

“My mission is to show 
example of  the meaning of  
leadership and fellowship. 
If  elected as governor, my 
government will reposition 
Enugu State for better with 
massive human and infra-
structural development. 
Moribund industries will be 
revived.
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Editorial

ustainable Development Goals 

S(SDGs) had provision for quality 
healthcare as of one of its Goal 3, 

in its quest to address the myriads of 
problems that bedeviled sustainable 
development across developing and 
underdeveloped nations.

Of the 17 goals ,169 targets and 239 
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e 
sustainable development goals SDGs 
program across the globe, the demands 
of Goal 3 intervention that prioritized 
quality healthcare intervention is multi-
dimensional in nature with linkage to 
both educational, social and economic 
growth of the country.

These achievable drives have since 
2015 through mass investments into the 
primary, secondary and tertiary health 
institutions in Nigeria geared towards 
achieving the 2030 agenda of the UN 
goals.

T h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t 
administration to create a robust and 
quality healthcare interventions through 
SDGs had played a complimentary roles 
in addressing the routine health 
problems and the recurring ailment as 
well as special areas that needed more 
supports.

Though, compounded by the global 
pandemic of COVID-19, the managers 
of SDGs in Nigeria under had to a 
considerable extent addressed the 
g r ow i n g  m e n a c e  o f  t h e  h e a l t h 
emergencies that contain its disastrous 
and debilitating effects against the 
health status of Nigerians.

With grave effects on the developed 
countries known as super powers both in 
economy, social and political as well as 
infrastructural development, that led to 
job  los ses  a t  home  put  a t  33% 
unemployment rates, the need to combat 
the scourge with the interventions of 
SDGs in this critical sector cannot be 
over- emphasized.

With the critical situations that led 
to countries locked down for several 
months with series of domesticated 
government policies and programs 
against the challenges, SDGs rolled out 
more interventions to ensure the 
sustenance of  quality healthcare 
programs in Nigeria.

The unrelenting efforts of  the 
handlers of the SDGs program had paid 
off greatly in addressing not only post 
COVID situations in the country, but 
special attention to problems that 
needed prompt attention.

Therefore, to ensure a future that is 
economically sustainable, socially 

inclusive, environmentally resilient 
among many other competing variables, 
the 17 Goals of SDGs must be strictly 
observed.

This is also to assuage the growing 
dearth of social services and harnessed 
the potentials from both the public and 
private sectors with a view to meeting 
t h e  t a r ge t  o f  t h e  U N  go a l s  o n 
humanitarian services.

With COVID pandemic, the need to 
reverse the architecture of SDGs and 
human development became vital, hence 
the invention of series of  supports 
through provision of logistics which 
included 120 seater bus, lecture theater 
and seminar room to hospitals to address 
maternal and reduced mortality rates to 
the barest minimum in Nigeria.

Since SDGs Goal 3 is geared towards 
ensuring the welfare and wellbeing as 
well as quality healthcare of  the 
populace, subsumed in other cross 
cutting SDGs Goal 3, 4 and 1 to reduce 
the rate of infection and contacts of 
cardiovascular  diseases,  cancer, 
diabetics and chronic respiratory 
diseases, many centers were established 
across the country to mitigate the critical 
health conditions of Nigerians.

According to reports from the global 
health experts, over 5% are affected by 
the disease, with 15% pre-diabetes, and 
6 Million testing positive to diabetics in 
Nigeria, the need to establish a special 
center known as 'Endocrine centre' is 
most important. SDGs in Nigeria since 
2016, had made giant strides towards 
resolving critical health conditions of 
many Nigerians.

We therefore submit that, to address 
the issue of  quality health care 
holistically and tackling it headlong, the 
SDGs have to put in place interventions 
that will stand the taste of time.

Since a healthy nation remained a 
wealthy nation, creating an enabling 
environment to end poverty, safeguard 
our planet, guarantee peace and 
prosperity is germane.

Hence the SDGs should enable and 
put in place medium and long term 
development in the health care sector 
with adequate plans and priorities.

This is in line with the present 
administration's objectives geared 
towards lifting 100 Million out of 
poverty in the next decade of action in 
2030-

These among many other programs 
of SDGs in Nigeria is expected to bring 
health care facilities at the peck and call 
of ordinary Nigerians.

Looking into SDGs interventions
in Nigeria's health sector



Opinion

Nigeria: A giant made dwarf by its leaders
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By Jennifer John 

N
igeria is often re-
ferred to as the gi-
ant of  Africa. This 
reference used to 

be reasonable when considered 
from the positioning of  the 
country, its human and natu-
ral endowments, as well as the 
population. Nigeria is said to 
be the most populous black na-
tion in the world.

The forefathers of  the coun-
try arguably founded it on a 
pedestal of  greatness. At the 
early stages of  independence, 
the country’s economy was 
better than that of  most Asian 
countries and even some Euro-
pean countries. At a point in 
the early life of  the country, its 
currency -the naira exchanged 
equally with the U.S dollar.

Employment, both in public 
and private sectors were on the 
plate and waiting for under-
graduates as soon as they grad-
uated from tertiary institutions, 
while there are equally govern-
ment agencies or multination-
al companies for secondary 
school or even STANDARD 
SIX Certificate holders as the 
case may be. 

The Agricultural sector was 
doing very well, as the coun-
try was feeding its citizens and 
exporting lots of  foodstuffs to 
the international community, 
thereby maintaining a strong 
foreign exchange. Infact Ag-
riculture was the mainstay of  
the economy: The North was 
renowned for groundnut pyr-
amids, the East was famous 
for palm oil export, while the 
West made waves with Cocoa 
export.

There were a lot of  things 
that made Nigeria thick and 
truly giant or better put emerg-
ing giant of Africa, which time 
may not permit in this piece. 
The country was really doing 
well in its early nationhood, be 
it in Education, health, infra-
structure, Agriculture , science 
and technology, sports and 
others. Then the tag “Giant of  
Africa could make some sense 
and citizens were hoping for 
better days ahead.

But today, referring to Ni-
geria as giant of  Africa is the 
highest self  deceit on the part 
of  the country and highest lev-
el of  mockery when it comes 
from other countries. The cur-
rent Nigeria is everything, but 
a giant. It has instead become 
a dwarf  and a duck. Nigeria 
has really let Africa down and 
may be blamed for the fact that 
Africa has remained the only 
continent which has refused to 
develop.

However while some African 
countries are still   cued behind 

Nigeria and being mislead and 
let down by Nigeria, others 
have since overtaken it and 
moved ahead. Countries like 
South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, 
are few of  the many African 
countries that have clearly leap-
frog Nigeria in almost all fields 
of  human endeavor.

While Nigeria cannot cur-
rently comfortably host a 
sporting event like Africa Cup 
of  Nations (the last it hosted 
in 2000 was co-hosted with 
Ghana) and when it bided for 
the first World Cup hosted in 
African soil in 2010, it bided to 
co-host with about three oth-
er African countries, because 
it could not even think of  sin-
glehandedly hosting the world, 
when it is not able to host the 
most backward continent in the 
world.

Meanwhile while Nigeria’s 
multiple countries hosting bid 
could not succeed, South Af-
rica’s single nation hosting bid 
succeeded. South Africa made 
improvements to facilities 
and infrastructures it had on 
ground and on the scheduled 
dates of  the competition, they 
gave the world a successful and 
hitch free hosting of  the World 
Cup.

Cause of Nigeria’s woes
The cause of  the country’s 

woes are not farfetched. COR-
RUPTION in leadership is the 
monster that has been eating 
up anything good in Nigeria. 
As earlier said, apart from be-
ing blessed with arable land, 
friendly natural environment 
and ecosystem, devoid of  nat-
ural disasters as witnessed in 
other countries of  the world, 
Nigeria is blessed with abun-
dant natural resources, Chief 
among them being crude oil 
and gas.

Also as earlier said, the 
wicked and demonic succes-
sive leaders of  the country 
have managed and succeeded 

in turning these natural bless-
ings of  God to a course for the 
country.

We have seen leaders who 
have stolen money that even 
one cannot imagine any hu-
man being with human heart 
stealing. It is assumed, these 
people, possessed by the spirit 
of  Mamon(Money) are being 
used by the devil to stunt the 
growth and development of  
Nigeria, thereby perpetually 
punishing its citizens and in-
habitants.

A country whereby a one year 
successful stint into politics and 
leadership position can fetch a 
person the fortune which a pro-
fessor may not be able to make 
in his lifetime, with his many 
years of  struggle and academ-
ic achievements, means there 
is everything fundamentally 
wrong with the system.

The constitution of  the coun-
try seems to give numerous 
rooms for leaders to be power 
drunk and misuse the coun-
try’s fortunes anyhow they 
like. There is no much provi-
sion in the country’s constitu-
tion for citizens to checkmate 
excesses of  the government. 
Where such provisions are 
made, politicians have made 
nonsense of  them, most times 
adopting divide and rule strat-
egies to confuse, distract and 
mesmerize the masses, pitch-
ing them against themselves 
while continuing in their cor-
rupt, self  centered leadership 
and Mamon inspired stealing/
embezzlement of  common pat-
rimony.

The mention of  billions and 
trillions stolen by successive 
leaders of  Nigeria at different 
levels will make any patriot-

ic and well meaning Nigeri-
an and even citizens of  other 
countries who are passionate 
about Nigeria’s betterment to 
continually bleed in their heart 
for the country.

It is a truism that no country 
grows above its leaders. That is 
why Nigeria has remained at 
the basement of  the radar, as 
far as economic growth is con-
cerned. 

Apart from the early stages of  
nationhood, Nigeria has been 
unfortunate with the leadership 
it has had afterwards. Leaders 
that are not learned. The mon-
ey politics of  the country have 
seen leaders with questionable 
characters and dubious means 
of  making money foisted on 
the people.

One factor that has been 
detrimental to the country in 
the issue of  leadership is eth-
nic and religious bias, with 
the associated ‘born to rule’ 
mentality of  people o of  some 
segments of  Nigeria who are 
ready to go to any illegitimate 
level to make sure leadership is 
retained in their areas. 

A situation where what Ni-
gerians consider in electing 
(rigging elections) for their 
preferred candidates is the eth-
nic background and religious 
affiliation of  the person has 
seen Nigeria plagued with the 
highest level of  mediocrity in 
leadership.

In conclusion, let it be restat-
ed here that any reference of  
Nigeria as giant of  Africa is 
either self  deceit and delusion 
of  the highest order or mock-
ery, depending on which angle 
it comes from.

Apart from the early stages of nationhood, Nigeria has
 been unfortunate with the leadership it has had afterwards. 

Leaders that are not learned. The money politics of the country 
have seen leaders with questionable characters and dubious means 

of making money foisted on the people.
One factor that has been detrimental to the country in the issue 

of leadership is ethnic and religious bias, with the associated
 ‘born to rule’ mentality of people o of some segments of Nigeria

 who are ready to go to any illegitimate level to make sure
 leadership is retained in their areas. 

A situation where what Nigerians consider in electing 
(rigging elections) for their preferred candidates is the 

ethnic background and religious affiliation of the person
 has seen Nigeria plagued with the highest level of mediocrity

 in leadership

“

President Buhari



News

Democracy Day resonates our collective
struggle, resilience - Uzodimma
By Grace Ofurum

A
s the June 12 Democ-
racy Day is being cel-
ebrated, the Governor 

of  Imo State, Sen. Hope Uzo-
dimma has said that the occa-
sion resonates the collective 
struggle for the advancement 
of  democracy.

Speaking on the occasion 
to commemorate the democ-
racy day, the governor in his 
address,  noted that “For our 
young ones, June 12,1993 
was the day Nigeria conduct-
ed what has been described as 
the fairest and freest presiden-
tial election in the  nation’s 
modern history. But it was 
annulled by the then gov-
ernment, thus precipitating 
a long and bitter struggle for 
freedom and democracy”.

Uzodimma disclosed that 
the course of  the struggle, 
made some citizens paid 
the supreme sacrifice, others 
went into exile while others 
were incarcerated.

“By the grace of  God and 
consequent upon the relent-
less struggles, the country 
returned to democratic rule 
on May 29. Consequently 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari did the needful by insti-
tutionalising  June 12 as  de-
mocracy day, which serves 
as  acknowledgement of  the  
foundational impetus that led 
to the  struggle for democra-
cy”.

“It is therefore symbolic be-
cause it resonates our collec-
tive struggle and our resilience 
as a people to enthrone  and 
sustain  democracy. June 12 
serves as a constant reminder 
to all of  us that no force on 
earth can stop the will of  the 
people if  they are determined. 
It is a clear pointer to the age 
long fact that power and sov-
ereignty belongs to the peo-
ple”. 

He therefore seized the 
opportunity to congratulate 
Nigerians in general and Imo 
people in particular for their 
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individual and collective ef-
forts and sacrifices in sustain-
ing democracy since 1999. 

“The fact that democracy 
has thrived uninterrupted for 
23 years is an eloquent testa-
ment of  the determination of  
Nigerians to sustain democra-
cy. I congratulate all of  us”.

“For me each democracy 
day should be a day of  deep 
meditation and reflection, 
both by the political elite and 
the people, on how far we 
have kept faith with the spir-
it that inspired the June 12 
struggle. Are our actions or 
inactions helping to deepen 
the hard earned June 12th de-
mocracy or helping to erode 
it? As leaders and participants 
in the democratic process can 
we in our right conscience say 
that we are good Apostles of  
the June 12 struggle? These 
are but a few of  the issues that 
ought to agitate our minds as 
we celebrate June 12th today 
because our answers to the 
questions will help us to fur-

ther deepen our democratic 
gains”.

He therefore urged Imolites 
to use the auspicious occasion 
to salute those whose tena-
cious struggles and invaluable 
sacrifices brought us to the 
glorious dawn of  the democ-
racy we are savouring today. 

“I hail Chief  M K O Abi-
ola. I salute our own Chief  
Ralph Obioha and Rear 
Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu. I 
remember the thousands of  
Imo people who were forced 
out of  their homes in many 
parts of  Nigeria. Some died, 
others never recovered from 
the economic trauma. I salute 
all of  them. 

With the benefit of  this his-
torical hindsight, it is not only 
imperative but  germane for 
us to guard this democracy 
jealously. We should do all in 
our power to ensure that we 
don’t toil with this freedom 
of  choice which is the foun-
dation upon which our de-
velopment is predicated. That 

NASS: Mixed reactions trail Bill seeking 
to scrap NYSC reaches 2nd reading

A 
bill on the floor of  the 
House of  Representa-
tives considering dis-

continuation of  the National 
Youth Service Corps scheme 
(NYSC) has generated mixed 
reactions.

The Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
Alteration Bill, 2020, which 
is seeking to repeal the NYSC 
Act, is billed for the second 
reading.

The NYSC scheme was set 
up in 1973 during the military 
regime of  Gen Yakubu Gow-
on (Rtd) to reconcile and 
rebuild the country after the 
civil war.

The bill, which has passed 
first reading, was sponsored 
by a Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) lawmaker from 
Rivers state, Awaji-Inombek 
Abiante.

Abiante, in the explanatory 
memorandum of  the propos-

al, listed the various reasons 
why the NYSC should be 
scrapped.

“For children of  the rich, 
how many of  them would 
want to go to Sokoto or 
Yobe? It is still the children of  
the poor that are sent to those 
places (where) they are butch-
ered,” he said.

The lawmaker argued the 
NYSC “has failed to address 
the essence of  its establish-
ment while several reform 
efforts have also not yielded 
desired results.

“Incessant killing of  inno-
cent corps members in some 
parts of  the country due to 
banditry, religious extremism 
and ethnic violence; incessant 
kidnapping of  innocent corps 
members across the country 
at their places of  primary as-
signment and in transit.

“Public and private agen-
cies and departments are no 

freedom should never be tired 
to pecuniary gains lest the 
foundation of  our democracy  
be threatened”. 

Uzodimma further empha-
sized that people should, take 
seriously their Civic obliga-
tion to freely elect our leaders. 
This he noted begins with cit-
izens obtaining their perma-
nent voters cards. 

“By the end of  this month,  
INEC will not be issuing 
these cards. So those who are 
yet to obtain theirs should use 
this window of  opportunity 
of  just 18 days to do the need-
ful”.

“June 12 has taught us the 
evergreen lesson that we have 
the power to freely elect our 
leaders. If  we fail in discharg-

ing that sacred responsibility, 
we should blame ourselves 
for the consequences. Let 
us therefore be proactive by 
taking our destiny into our 
hands. The first step is to 
obtain our PVC today. The 
second is to make it a point 
of  civic duty to vote in all the 
elections”.

The governor further re-
affirmed his commitment to 
serve Imo people with all the 
energy for the utmost good of  
the state and citizens.  He fur-
ther expressed happiness that 
this administration has been 
consistent in the implementa-
tion of  the prosperity agenda 
encapsulated in the 3Rs of  
Rehabilitation, reconstruc-
tion and Recovery.

Enugu health workers in jubilation after the land restoration  by Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi.

longer recruiting able and 
qualified Nigerian youths, 
thus relying heavily on the 
availability of  corps members 
who are not being well re-
munerated and get discarded 
with impunity at the end of  
their service year without any 
hope of  being gainfully em-
ployed,” he said.

Reacting, many Nigeri-
ans supported it should be 
scrapped while some others 
argued the scheme should be 
remodified for graduates to 
embark on full-scale skill ac-
quisition.

Toyosi Godwin said: 
“Nothing techy about the 
NYSC. This is something that 
deserves being talked about. 
No one is talking about digi-
tal skills.

“Only left March, remove 
hair dress. Nobody is talking 
about investment plans. So 
bad people are even advised 

not to bring laptop. A gather-
ing of  youths. Lord.

Kelvin Odanzz argued: 
“Discontinue it? No. They 
should revamp the scheme. 
It should be 3 months of  
military and vocational train-
ing, then the graduands get 
N500k to N1m afterwards 
to start their lives. They can 
choose to use it for business 
or Master’s Degree.”

Mfon obong stated: “I wast -
ed my one year in the name 
of  NYSC. I never enjoyed it 
and wouldn’t like it forced on 
the younger ones when they 
would have used that year for 
something more better.

“Rather, schools should 
introduce one year entrepre-
neurship programs for stu-
dents.

 Adewuyi Adebimpe said: 
“NYSC gave a light to my 
path in life. The scheme 
helped some people’s life.

June 12:  Democracy is a continuous
struggle -  Soludo
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, says democ-

racy all over the world is a 
continuous struggle towards 
a better society.

Soludo stated this on Sun-
day, during a special mass to 
mark Nigeria’s June 12 De-
mocracy Day Celebration 
at the Governor’s Lodge, 
Amawbia.

The Governor hinted that 
nation building is a conse-
quence of  struggle for class, 
social or otherwise.

He said that values such as 
focus, determination and per-
severance are indispensable 
in this kind of  struggle.

According to Governor 
Soludo, there is no perfect so-
ciety anywhere in the world, 
accounting for various con-
testations and contradictions, 

adding however that they 
bring out the best in the soci-
ety.

The Governor pointed out 
that for Ndi Anambra, it is a 
struggle to build a livable and 
prosperous homeland where 
everybody has very funda-
mental role to play.

Governor Soludo recalled 
that bonding together, Nigeria 
consistently struggled against 
dictatorship during which 
many people even paid the 
ultimate price.

He stressed that the sacri-
fices by the late MKO Abi-
ola and others, in the course 
of  the struggle that gave rise 
to the Democracy Day cele-
bration will not be taken for 
granted.

His message via statement 
was made available to Jour-
nalists in Onitsha, by his 
Press Secretary, Mr. Christian 
Aburime.

Enugu Police PPRO, Ndukwe,
others decorated on new ranks
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

E
nugu State Police Com-
mand Public Relations 
Officer, Daniel Nduk-

we, has been decorated on his 
new rank; Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police.

Ndukwe was decorated 
alongside other members of  
the command that were re-
cently promoted by the po-
lice service commission by 
the Commissioner of  Police 
in Enugu State, CP Lawal 
Abubakar.

The decoration witnessed a 
minute silence for the recent 
officers who were killed on 
the Nsukka axis of  the state as 
well as other personnel who 
lost their lives in the line of  
duty within the state.

He, however, congratulat-
ed the newly promoted and 
decorated officers, while “re-
minding them that the reward 
for hard work is more work”.

“The IGP demands more 
commitment and success 

from you. You must prove to 
the IGP that you are capable, 
dedicated and disciplined to 
wear the new ranks.

“At these ranks and stage, 
you are expected to lead aright 
and point out the operational 
and administrative direction 
for those under you in the 
command, department or 
unit,” he said.

The commissioner also gave 
the “Award of  Gallantry” to 
one of  the personnel from the 
command (name withheld) 
that was able to escape from 
the kidnappers’ den in the 
state recently. The officer, ac-
cording to the CP, demobilised 
his kidnappers and also recov-
ered recovered the operational 
rifle of  the kidnappers.In his 
reaction, newly decorated As-
sistant Commissioner of  Po-
lice (ACP) Opara Ogonnaya, 
who spoke on behalf  of  other 
promoted officers, thanked the 
Almighty God, IGP and PSC 
for the privilege of  the promo-
tion and decoration.



e l l ow  N i ge r i a n s,  FToday, June The 12th, 
m a r k s  a n o t h e r  

Democracy Day anniversary 
and an occasion to celebrate 
the freedom and unity of  our 
Nation.

2 .  F r o m  1 9 9 9 ,  w e  
cons i s tent ly  ce lebra ted  
Democracy Day to mark the 
end of  military rule and the 
return of  power and control 
into the hands of  those freely 
elected by the people. On this 
day, Nigerians recommit 
themselves to ensuring we 
protect and preserve the ideals 
of  democracy.

3. In 2018, we moved 
Democracy Day from 29th of  
May to the 12th of  June. This 
change was to remind all 
Nigerians of  one free election 
after which the presumed 
winner along with Nigerians 
were denied their rights and 
their choice.

4. On June 12th, 1993, 
Nigerians saw the best in our 
citizens as we all went out to 
vote peacefully. By June 24th, 
1993, we also saw the worst of  
our leadership as the elections 
were annulled.

5. We must never forget 
the sacrifices of  the heroes of  
Nigeria's democracy during 
1993. Their patriotism and 
peaceful struggle should 
guide our actions especially 
when it comes to electing our 
leaders and holding them 
accountable, now and in 
future.

6. Fellow Nigerians this is 
my last Democracy Day 
speech as your President. By 
June 12th, 2023, exactly one 
year from today, you will 
already have a new President. 
I remain committed and 
determined to ensure that the 
new President is elected 
through a peaceful and 
transparent process.

7. It is important for all of  
us to remember that June 
12th, 2023 will be exactly 30 
y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 9 3  
Presidential elections. In 
honour and memory of  one 
of  our national heroes for 
democracy, Chief  M.K.O 
Abiola, GCFR, we must all 
work together to ensure this 
transition is done in a peaceful 
manner.

8. I am hopeful that we can 
achieve this. The signs so far 
are positive. Recently, all 
registered political parties 
conducted primaries to select 
their candidates for the 2023 
general elections.

9. These primaries were 
peaceful and orderly. Those 
who won were magnanimous 
in their victories. Those who 
lost were gracious in defeat. 
And those aggrieved opted to 
seek judicial justice as 
opposed to jungle justice.

10. I followed the party 
primaries closely from the 
state level to the Presidential 
level. I was very impressed to 
see across all the political 
parties that, most candidates 
ran issue-based campaigns. 
The language and tone 
throughout were on the whole 
measured and controlled.

11. Another positive that 
came from the 2022 party 
primaries was the significant 
increase in women and youth 
particularly across all parties. 
I was very pleased to see this 
development. This augurs 

well for the future. These 
trends clearly show the level 
of  maturity our democracy 
has achieved in the last 23 
years.

12. As we move into the 
general election campaign 
season, we must sustain this 
m a t u r e  a t t i t u d e  t o  
campaigning and ultimately, 
voting. We must never see it as 
a “do or die” affair. We must 
all remember democracy is 
about the will of  the majority. 
There must be winners and 
losers.

13. I will therefore take 
this opportunity on this very 
special  day to ask al l  
candidates to continue 
r u n n i n g  i s s u e - f o c u s e d  
campaigns and to treat 
opponents with dignity. As 
l e a d e r s,  yo u  mu s t  a l l  
showcase high character and 
never forget that the world is 
watching us and Africa looks 
up to Nigeria to provide 
example in governance. The 
tone you set at the top will 
surely be replicated in your 
followers.

14. For the voters, I am 
pleased to inform you that in 
t h e  l a s t  7  ye a r s,  o u r  
government across all tiers, 
have  made  s i gn i f i can t  
investments to reform and 
enhance our electoral laws, 
systems, and processes to 
safeguard your votes.

1 5 .  T h e  E xe c u t ive,  
Legislature and Judiciary 
were and still remain united 
and committed to ensure 
these reforms are fully 
implemented in the 2023 
general elections. Fellow 
Nigerians, your right to 
choose your government will 
be preserved and protected.

16. I know many of  us are 
concerned with the rise in 
insecurity due to terrorist 
activities in parts of  the 
country. As a government, we 
are working hard to contain 
and address these challenges. 
And ensure that the 2023 
general elections are safe and 
secure for all Nigerians.

17. To achieve this, 
h oweve r,  we  mu s t  a l l  
contribute. It is not the job of  

government alone. I ask all 
citizens to support and 
cooperate with our security 
agencies by reporting any 
suspicious characters and 
activities to law enforcement 
agencies. We can only have a 
safe country if  we are able to 
prevent crime not after the 
crime has been committed.

18. On this special day, I 
want us all to put all victims of  
terrorist activities in our 
thoughts and prayers. I am 
living daily with the grief  and 
worry for all those victims 
and prisoners of  terrorism 
and kidnapping. I and the 
security agencies are doing all 
we  c a n  t o  f r e e  t h o s e  
unfortunate countrymen and 
countrywomen safely.

19. For those who have 
lost their lives, we will 
continue to seek justice for 
their families against the 
perpetrators.  For those 
currently in captivity, we will 
not stop until they are freed, 
and their kidnappers are 
brought to justice. If  we all 
unite, we will be victorious 
against these agents of  terror 
and destruction.

20. We have reformed 
s o m e  o f  o u r  s e c u r i t y  
structures. Some of  the 
defence assets we procured 
three years ago have arrived 
and have been deployed.

21. Our cyber security and 
surveillance systems are being 
upgraded to further enhance 
our ability to track and trace 
criminal elements. We are 
also recruiting and training 
new personnel across all our 
security and intelligence 
agencies to strengthen the 
country's overall security.

22. I will conclude this 
Democracy Day speech, my 
last as President, by assuring 
you of  my commitment to 
protect Nigeria and Nigerians 
from all enemies from within 
and outside.

23. I am also promising 
y o u  a  f r e e ,  f a i r  a n d  
transparent electoral process. 
And I am pleading with all 
citizens to come together and 
work with Government to 
b u i l d  a  p e a c e f u l  a n d  
prosperous nation.

24. God bless the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria
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here was a galore of  Tjubilation at the host 
communities of  Ohaji, 

Egbema and Agwa as some 
selected youths and women of  
t h e  a r e a  g o t  b u s i n e s s 
empowerment items from 
Seplat Energy. Seplat Energy 
has oil wells at Adapalm. The 
company is housed by 10 
communities that make up 
Adapalm. They are the core 
beneficiaries of  the largesse 
which was a mile stone. To an 
extent, those who got the items 
will be liberated from poverty 
a n d  s u f f e r i n g  i f  t h e y 
judiciously and efficiently use 
the items.

The empowerment items 
include: freezers, generators, 
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  g r i n d i n g 
machines, complete barbing 
e q u i p m e n t ,  c o m p l e t e 
hairdressing equipment and 
complete aluminium profile 
equipment among others.

The program which was 
t a g g e d :  " 2 0 2 2  B u s i n e s s 
Empowerment Project for 
Oha j i  Sou th  F ie ld  Hos t 
Communities" as organized by 

Seplat Energy and held at the 
Fullmoon Hotel Owerri last 
week, was graced by many 
stakeholders of  the areas 
including former Transition 
Committee Chairman of  
O h a j i / E g b e m a  L o c a l 
Government Council and 
Chairman of  Joint Committee 
A d a p a l m ,  H o n .  G i d e o n 
Meffor, Chairman, Ohaji, 
Egbema and Agwa Adapalm 
Landlord ,  Chie f  Kyr ian 
O j i a k u ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Community  Engagement 
Management Board, Seplat 
Energy, Professor Kyrian 
Nwano, traditional rulers, 
community leaders and some 
selected staff  of  Seplat Energy.

Speaking to News Echo, 
one of  the organizers of  the 
program who happens to be the 
Chairman of  Community 
Engagement Management 
Board  re present ing  hos t 
communities in Seplat Energy, 
Professor Kyrian Nwano, 
noted that those who benefited 
f r o m  t h e  e m p owe r m e n t 
program are  youths  and 
women who are from the ten 
communities that host Seplat 
in Adapalm, saying Adapalm 

is housed by Ohaji, Egbema 
and Agwa.

Professor Kyrian Nwano 
h in ted  tha t  "Se p la t  had 
empowered pr imar y and 
secondary school pupils across 
the ten host communities 
previously. Today, being 10th 
o f  J u n e ,  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  a r e 
empowering the youth and the 
women of  Ohaji, Egbema and 
Agwa. Every year we do one or 
two empowerment to engage 
the people on production 
aimed at beating poverty, 
c r ime,  vulnerabi l i ty  and 
insecurity, as well as encourage 
development of  the areas".

N w a n o  a d v i s e d  t h e 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e 
empowerment to "use the items 
for the purpose they are made 
for- not to sell them- because 
after two, three or four months 
we are going to check round to 
see if  the items are still intact. 
Any person who sells his or her 
own or gives them away we will 
try to do something funny 
which they will not like. So, we 
advise them not to sell or give 
away any of  those items. They 
should use them to enhance 
their businesses so that the 

community will be good for it".
C a l l i n g  o n  t h e  h o s t 

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  O h a j i , 
Egbema and Agwa to continue 
to support Seplat Energy in its 
activities aimed at creating 
a d m i s s i b l e  ave n u e s  f o r 
empowerment, employment 
and development of  the areas, 
N wa n o  t h a n k e d  t h e  o i l 
c o m p a n y  f o r  t h e  r i c h 
empowerment, urging it to do 
more for the people to reduce 
p o v e r t y,  s u f f e r i n g  a n d 
insecurity.

C o m m e n t i n g ,  f o r m e r 
T r a n s i t i o n  C o m m i t t e e 
Chairman of  Ohaji/Egbema 
Local Government Area and 
Chairman of  Joint Committee 
of  Adapalm, Hon. Gideon 
M e f f o r,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
empowerment was quite huge 
and encouraging as it would go 
a long way to cushion poverty 
for those who benefited from 
the gesture and in extension to 
their families and relatives.

Meffor said "as a viable 
stakeholder at the area, I would 
always encourage and support 
every activity that can impact 
posi t ive ly  on the  people 
especially youths and women. 

Hence, I appreciate Seplat 
Energy for all the goodies it has 
been  doing  for  the  hos t 
communities and I charge it to 
d o  m o r e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e 
particularly on infrastructures 
such as electricity, good road 
network,  por table water, 
heal thcare,  good market 
e nv i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g 
scholarships to graduates, 
undergraduates, home and 
overseas, bursary payments to 
all indigenes whether young or 
old to lift the people from 
poverty and vulnerability and 
thereby reducing crime and 
insecurity. I also charge other 
oil companies operating in 
Ohaji Egbema and Oguta to 
follow suit in the development 
drive of  the government in Imo 
State. Those who got the items 
should use them well to better 
t h e i r  l i v e s  m o r e .  T h e 
empowerment was a great feat 
indeed, kudos".

L e n d i n g  h i s  v o i c e , 
Chairman, Ohaji, Egbema and 
Agwa Adapalm Landlord, 
Chief  Kyrian Ojiaku, posited 
that Seplat Energy has done 
well in empowering the people, 
urging other oil companies 
resident at the areas to emulate 
Seplat to positively engage the 
people in order to strengthen 
peace, prosperity, comfort, 
security and development 
therein.

Ojiaku who pointed out 
that Seplat is the only oil 
producing company at the 
areas who mostly take the 
needs of  the host communities 
to heart by doing periodic 
empowerment  and other 
developmental things from 
which the people benefit 
immensely, commended Seplat 
for the largesse, stressing that 
"next time, Seplat should look 
inwards to reaching out to 
those who are in dire need of  
financial assistance so that its 
gesture would go round to the 
people.

Therefore, Ojiaku enjoined 
the beneficiaries to use the 
items judiciously in order to 
become  use fu l  to  them, 
families, as well as help others 
to also grow productively, 
prosperously and financially 
for the good and progress of  the 
area.

How ten host communities in Imo got
empowerment items from Seplat Energy Ltd

By Ikenna Orioha

During the empowerment of women, youths of host communities of Seplat
Energy in Adapalm last week in Owerri



he newly approved TDavid Umahi Federal 
University of  Medical 

Sciences, Uburu, Ebonyi 
state has held its maiden 
matriculation ceremony 
where a total of  54 Students 
from across the country were 
admitted to pursue their 
Degree for the 2021/2022 
Academic Session.

The students were to 
pursue their Degree in 
Medicine and Surgery, 
N u r s i n g  S c i e n c e ,  
Physiotherapy, Biomedical 
Engineering, Pharmacy, and 
Computer Science.

Speaking during the 
matriculation at Uburu the 
Governor of  Ebonyi State, 
E n g r .  D a v i d  U m a h i  
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
Institution for the successful 
hosting of  the event which is 
t h e  f i r s t  s i n c e  t h e  
establishment of  the School.

He applauded all those 
who performed one role or 
the other towards the being 
of  the Institution for seeing to 
the fruition of  his initiative.

"This can only be possible 
through the fingers of  God, I 
am deeply very grateful to 
God and I dedicate this 
Institution to all those who 
truly worship God Almighty.

" T o  t h e  U b u r u  
Community, thank you very 
much - people had to give out 
their only land, family land 
and I am happy I led by 
example by giving out my 
land here.

"The spirit of  the late 
Commissioner of  Housing 
Engineer Uche, the spirit of  
the late Commissioner for 
Infrastructure Engineer 
Nweze, I thank you all.

"The very first Students of  
this Institution, you must be 
proud of  yourselves, I am 
very proud of  you, the 
Students must be looked after 
because the Institution is 
about the Students.

" In  th i s  2021/2022  
academic session, we gave 14 
scholarships for indigenes to 
study and six to each of  the 
36 States plus the FCT, for 
next year, we shall be giving 
scholarships to another 14 
indigenes and another six for 
each of  the 36 States plus the 
FCT.

H e  c o m m e n d e d  
President Muhammadu 
Buhari for approving the full 
gazetting of  the takeover of  
the Institution by the Federal 
Government.

"Let  me thank Mr.  
President very highly, today 
by the authority of  Mr. 
President this Institution has 
become a Federal University 
and in line with the Law of  
Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly, this Institution has 
become  David  Umahi 
Federa l  Univer s i ty  o f  
Medical Sciences Uburu.

"Ladies and gentlemen, 
t h i s  i s  n o w  F e d e r a l  
Government Institution, we 
are grateful to Mr. President 
and all the people that made 
it possible, we are deeply very 
very grateful to you.

" L e t  t h i s  p l a c e  b e  
e x c e p t i o n a l  M e d i c a l  
University for entire Africa, 
that is the idea, we want this 
Inst i tut ion to be ver y 
exceptional, if  you are seen to 
be a cultist, be you, student or 
staff, you are gone from the 
University.

"Let me say that the 
challenge of  staff  of  this 
Unive r s i ty  wi l l  be  to  

maintain the University, I 
enjoin the team of  the Acting 
Vice-Chancellor to work 
hard.

"It is a glorious moment 
and I commend the Acting 
VC and let me say that the 
Centre of  Excellence we 
must finish it by the end of  
July, by the first week of  
September we are also doing 
free medical treatment to all 
persons.

"I am excited, we are 
grateful, this is a reference 
point, in the entire South 
East, nobody would allow us 
to have this yet we have it, this 
is intended to carter for the 
needy and the poor.

T h e  A c t i n g  V i c e -
Chancellor of  the Institution, 
Professor Jessie Uneke 
congratulated Governor 
Umahi for bequeathing the 
state-of-the-art Institution to 
humanity.

"Today history is made 
and we are witnesses to the 
realization of  the wonders of  
the  21s t  Centur y,  the  
University has been adjudged 
to be the most beautiful in 
Nigeria.

"His Excellency has 
demonstrated that whatever 

beautiful thing that is 
possible to be achieved 
anywhere in the world is not 
only possible in Nigeria but 
also in Ebonyi State."

A  G u e s t  L e c t u r e r,  
P r o f e s s o r  C h i n e d u m  
N w a j i u b a  a p p l a u d e d  
G o v e r n o r  U m a h i  f o r  
bequeathing the State of  the 
art Institution to Ebonyi 
people and Nigerians at large.

"Dave the man, Dave the 
E n g i n e e r ,  D a v e  t h e  
developer, Dave the eternity 
of  history.

" T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  
a c h i e v e m e n t ,  Y o u r  
Excellency, you have every 
reason to be proud of  what 
yo u  h ave  d o n e,  yo u r  
University is the best in the 
Country.

"To whom much is given, 
much is expected, this 
University is number one in 
infrastructural facilities, and 
graduates of  this Institution 
have every reason to be the 
best anywhere in the world.

"You have to produce the 
next generations of  Medical 
Doctors that will be the best 
in the stock of  Medical 
Doctors in the world."
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News Analysis

King David Medical Sciences
varsity admits 54 students in
maiden matriculation

From David Eze,
Abakaliki

Cross section of matriculating students with Gov Umahi
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Ohanaeze alleges plot by INEC to
subvert 2023 general election
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide on Sun-
day said that it is 
curious that the In-

dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) is yet to 
make an official statement on 
this worrisome trend of  attacks 
and carting away of  its registra-
tion machines in Lagos State. 
Speaking to newsmen during a 
press briefing,

Mazi Okechukwu Isiguzoro, 
Secretary-General, Ohaneze 
Ndigbo said the briefing is ne-
cessitated by confirmed reports 
that multitudes of  Areas Boys 
(touts) at Igbede in Ojo Local 
Government Area of  Lagos 
have besieged the INEC-ap-
proved registration areas to 
disperse Igbo traders that have 
closed their shops to partake in 
their civic responsibility. 

He said, “we have it on good 
record that some of  them cart-
ed away with INEC registration 
machines. All these are geared 
towards making Ndigbo scape-
goats in the build-up to the 2023 
General Elections. 

But, we are curious that this 
is happening barely 48 hours 
since Bola Tinubu emerged as 
APC flagbearer.

 We are even more curious 
that INEC is yet to make an 
official statement on this wor-
risome trend.” Isiguzoro said 
that other confirmed reports 
available to Ohanaeze have it 
that Igbos that came out to reg-
ister are being turned back. 

He stated that during the 2019 
General Elections, hoodlums 
were reported to have stormed 
Igbo-dominated areas and 
burnt ballot papers on Election 
Day.  “This trend must stop im-
mediately. INEC’s silence on 
matters like this is quite reveal-
ing. 

We wish to raise our voice at 
this time when it matters most. 
“We wish to call our people to 
stand up strong, at a time the 
major political parties have 
shown their outright disdain 
and disrespect for the South-
East.” 

He said that the level of  trav-
esty and treachery that have 
been exhibited in the past few 
days, by major political par-
ties in Nigeria, is an indication 
that despite Igbo commitment 
to Nigeria, despite Igbo pat-
riotism, despite Igbo passion 

and sacrifices, they are grandly 
perceived as outcasts.  Isiguzo-
ro urged Igbos to see the dan-
ger looming adding that while 
Ohanaeze prepares to call a 
meeting of  its caucus (Imeo-
bi), where all right-thinking 
and forward-looking Igbo men 
and women will be invited for 
the presentation of  a practical, 
measurable and achievable 
framework, it wishes to call on 
Igbos to rise in unison.

Isiguzoro also called on all 
Igbos to throw their weight be-
hind Chief  Edozie Njoku, the 
National Chairman of  the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), for having exhibited 
foresight, fortitude and astute-
ness through the reclamation of  
APGA from men that have no 
program for Igbo people. 

“Barely two weeks after as-
suming office, Chief  Edozie 
Njoku took the entire NWC 
to Chief  Chekwas Okorie and 
apologized to him on behalf  of  
the Party, for not treating him 
well. 

A week later, Chief  Chek-
was Okorie reciprocated Chief  
Njoku’s gesture and returned 
to the party. On June 3, 2022,” 
he said. Isiguzoro however said 
that Ohanaeze is drawing the 
attention of  the whole world 
that the 2023 election may not 
hold, stressing that some agents 
of  politicians, on subversive 
missions are bent on setting this 
country ablaze. 

“If  this is not true, how do you 
explain the irresponsible action 
of  the Commission by ignoring 
the Supreme Court Judgment 
from May 9, 2022 – June 9, 

2022?  “There is palpable fear in 
the land. And, rather than pro-
mote a favourable and serene 
electoral climate, Mr Festus 
Okoye, an agent of  Prof. Yaku-
bu Mahmood has collected N5 
billion from fifth columnists to 

suppress the Supreme Court’s 
judgment that declared Chief  
Njoku the authentic National 
Chairman of  APGA. 

“We have credible intelli-
gence that Mr. Okoye negoti-
ated a sharing formula of  60% 

- 40% for all illegal forms sold 
to unsuspecting aspirants by 
Victor Oye. So, what is keep-
ing INEC from acknowledging 
the Supreme Court judgment is 
Okoye and Mahmood’s inter-
est.   

“We wish to inform the DSS, 
DIA and DMI that Festus 
Okoye has less than one month 
to spend in INEC, therefore, he 
sees this ongoing electoral pro-
cess as a cash cow and the last 
opportunity. Shamefully, Prof. 
Yakubu Mahmood has put the 
entire 2023 General Election in 
total jeopardy. Let the public be 
aware. 

“As Ndigbo lick their wounds, 
having lost out in the PDP and 
APC Presidential Primaries, 
why is Mahmood being used to 
stifle the chances of  Ndigbo in 
the coming 2023 General Elec-
tions? We shall get to the root 
of  this.”

Isiguzoro called on INEC to 
give Njoku a letter of  recogni-
tion as the authentic National 
Chairman of  APGA or face the 
wrath of  the Igbos.

Mazi Isiguzoro, Secretary-General, Ohanaeze NdigboSecretary-General, Ohaneze Ndigbo

We have credible intelligence that Mr. Okoye negotiated a 
sharing formula of 60% - 40% for all illegal forms sold to

 unsuspecting aspirants by Victor Oye. So, what is keeping INEC 
from acknowledging the Supreme Court judgment is 

Okoye and Mahmood’s interest.   
“We wish to inform the DSS, DIA and DMI that 

Festus Okoye has less than one month to spend in INEC, 
therefore, he sees this ongoing electoral process as a cash cow
 and the last opportunity. Shamefully, Prof. Yakubu Mahmood 

has put the entire 2023 General Election in total jeopardy. 
Let the public be aware. 

“As Ndigbo lick their wounds, having lost out in the PDP 
and APC Presidential Primaries, why is Mahmood being
 used to stifle the chances of Ndigbo in the coming 2023 

General Elections? We shall get to the root of this 

“

...Calls on INEC to respect court
judgement on APGA
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Foreign News

P
resident Yoweri Museveni 
has been urged to stop legis-
lators from allocating extra 
sh193b for their allowances 

in the coming financial year.
“The role of  the executive, legisla-

ture and judiciary is to check each 
other. Now that we can see that Par-
liament has ;become greedy, unruly 
and cannot check itself  then some-
one also can check it,” Dr Arthur 
Bainomugisha, the executive direc-
tor of  Advocates Coalition for De-
velopment and Environment, said 
on Saturday June 11.

Bainomugisha made the remarks 
while featuring on a weekly Urban 
TV morning talk-show, Press Wall. 
; ;

The two-hour show hosted by 
Umaru Kashaka discussed the June 
7 state of  the nation address in which 
President Museveni announced a 
breakthrough in Uganda’s quest for 
a middle-income status.

It also discussed the 2022/23 
budget that comes at a time when 
the economy is still trying to gain 
its footing after nearly two years of  
lockdown aimed at containing the 
spread of  COVID-19 pandemic.

“At this point Parliament must be 
brought to order. To increase their 
own pay when the economy is in 
crisis is not patriotism. They cheated 
the citizens because when it comes 
to the MPs’ salaries and allowances 
party lines disappear; they all keep 
quiet about it and they give them-
selves money,” Bainomugisha said.

“I think there is a need to take 
away the power of  MPs to allocate 

themselves money because all hu-
man beings are essentially selfish. 
We are inherently selfish in that we 
need checks and balances,” he add-
ed.

Unethical
Prof. Venansius Baryamureeba, 

the former Presidential candidate 
on an independent ticket, echoed 
Bainomugisha’s views on the show, 
describing MPs behaviour as unethi-
cal.

“In the situation we are in where 
we are telling Ugandans to tighten 
their belts you cannot start increas-
ing allowances. It is immoral. Re-
member we have over 500 MPs and 
all of  them travel Business Class and 
Business Class tickets are very ex-
pensive,” Baryamureeba, who is also 
the former Makerere University Vice 
Chancellor, noted.

He urged MPs to take a leaf  from 
the late former Tanzanian Presi-
dent John Magufuli and start flying 
Economy Class.

“Let them travel Economy Class 
and we shall save that money (for 
buying Business Class tickets) for 
other things. They should also tight-
en their belts. For me the only person 
who can stop this (allocation) is the 
revolutionary President Yoweri Mu-
seveni,” Baryamureeba stated.

“I don’t want to talk about small 
things like people buying very ex-
pensive cars and asking for houses 
but this (sh193b) is a lot. It is un-
ethical to increase allowances,” he 
added.

The director for communications 
and public affairs at Parliament, 

Chris Obore, told the media on June 
10 that the sh193b increment was 
informed by the enormous financial 
pressure the MPs are facing.

Currently, each MP in Uganda 
is entitled to a consolidated pay of  
sh25m or more (subject to income 
tax), a one-off  car grant of  sh200m, 
monthly gratuity of  sh950, 000, 
which is also taxed and town run al-
lowance of  about sh1m.

They are also entitled to a ward-
robe grant of  about sh50m or less 
depending on individual needs, a 
sh2.6m iPad, medical insurance 
cover of  about sh5.5 per year (about 
sh458, 333m per month) paid to a 
service provider of  their choice and 
a furnished office.

Under the consolidated pay of  
sh25m or more, each MP receives 
mileage facilitation of  sh4.5m de-
pending on how far the constituen-
cy is from Kampala, constituency 
facilitation of  sh3.2m and a basic 
monthly salary of  sh11.68m, which 
is taxed to a net pay of  sh6.129m.

The MPs also receive a subsist-
ence allowance (lunch, tea, etc.) of  
about sh4.5m, committee sitting 
allowances of  sh50, 000 for an ordi-
nary MP and social security benefits 
of  sh9m per month — (government 
contributes sh6m and each MP pays 
sh3m) to the Parliamentary Pension 
Fund.

Whenever an MP travels abroad 
for benchmarking or on official duty 
he or she gets $720 per day (sh2, 
597m) and for inland upcountry 
trips, each gets sh400, 000 per night/
day.

Museveni urged to stop MPs from
increasing their allowances

 Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni speaks during the Uganda-Turkey 
Investment summit at the Munyonyo Speke Resort in Kampala, Uganda, on 
May 12, 2022.

Biden says Zelenskiy brushed off
warnings of Russia’s invasion

P
resident Joe Biden said 
Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskiy tuned 
out warnings that Russia 

would invade his country in the 
lead-up to the Feb. 24 attack. 

 “I know a lot of  people thought 
I was maybe exaggerating, but I 
knew, and we had data to sustain, 
he was going in off  the border. 
There was no doubt. And Zelens-
kiy didn’t want to hear it, nor did 

a lot of  people,” Biden said Friday 
during a political fundraiser in Los 
Angeles.

The president acknowledged 
that the possibility of  Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launch-
ing a full-scale invasion may have 
seemed far-fetched, saying, “I un-
derstand why they didn’t want to 
hear it.”

Biden accused Putin of  “try-
ing to obliterate the culture, not 

just the nation, but the culture” of  
Ukraine and said the Russian lead-
er sees the capital of  Kyiv as “the 
seat of  mother Russia.”

Russia’s military failed to cap-
ture Kyiv but has made advances 
in Ukraine’s south and east, where 
Putin hopes to capture all of  the 
Donbas region. Ukraine’s mili-
tary has mounted counterattacks 
outside the city of  Kharkiv in the 
north and in the region around the 
occupied city of  Kherson in the 
south.

The president spoke at the Los 
Angeles home of  investor Andrew 
Hauptman at an event that was ex-
pected to raise about $2.5 million 
for the Democratic National Com-
mittee and Democratic Grassroots 
Victory Fund, according to a party 
official. The event was co-hosted 
by Hollywood producer Jeffrey 
Katzenberg.  

The president is speaking at a 
second fund-raising event later 
Friday at the home of  billionaire 
producer and investor Haim Saban 
that’s also expected to net about 
$2.5 million for the Democratic 
Party. Biden is in Los Angeles to 
host the Summit of  the Americas.

Joe Biden, US President.

Ex-British soldier ‘shot dead’ 
fighting in Ukraine

A 
former British soldier 
has died fighting Russian 
forces in the Ukrainian 

city of  Severodonetsk, his family 
have said.

Jordan Gatley left the British 
Army in March “to continue his 
career as a soldier in other areas” 
and flew to Ukraine soon after to 
help fend off  Russian forces and 
train Ukrainian soldiers.

Announcing the news on Face -
book, his father Dean wrote: 
“Yesterday (10/06/22) we re-
ceived the devastating news that 
our son, Jordan, has been shot 
and killed in the city of  Severo-
donetsk, Ukraine.”

He added: “His team say they 
all loved him, as did we, and he 
made a massive difference to 
many peoples lives, not only sol-
diering, but also by training the 
Ukrainian forces.

“Jordan and his team were 

so proud of  the work they were 
doing and he often told me that 
the missions they were going on 
were dangerous, but necessary.

“He loved his job and we are 
so proud of  him. He truly was 
a hero and will forever be in our 
hearts.”

Mr Gatley’s post, written late 
on Saturday, has been met with 
hundreds of  messages of  condo-
lence.

Second Briton to die in 
Ukraine since war began

His son is the second Briton 
to have been confirmed dead in 
Ukraine during the war.

Scott Sibley, 36, died in late 
April and was also a former 
member of  the British Armed 
Forces.

The city of  Severodonetsk 
has become the main focus of  
the Russian offensive in recent 
weeks.

It is one of  the 
last areas in the oc-
cupied eastern Lu-
hansk region that is 
still under Ukraini-
an control.

On Sunday the 
Ministry of  De-
fence (MoD) post-
ed in its latest intel-
ligence update that 
“Russia is using 
its overmatch in 
force ratio and ar-
tillery to gradually 
seize territory in 
and around Sever-

odonetsk”. Jordan is pictured during his British 
Army days with his father, Dean.  



News

Gov Ugwuanyi restores land to Enugu 
health workers amidst jubilation 
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
here was jubilation in 
Enugu at the weekend 
as Governor Ifeanyi 

Ugwuanyi formally restored 
230 plots of  land belonging 
to the health workers of  the 
state which were purported-
ly revoked by the immedi-
ate past Commissioner for 
Lands and Urban Develop-
ment without the consent of  
the governor.

Addressing the health 
workers when they visit-
ed him at the Government 
House, Enugu, on the pur-
ported revocation of  their 
land registered as Villa Es-
tate in Ozalla Abor, Enugu, 
Governor Ugwuanyi ex-
pressed dismay, saying that 
the land was revoked with-
out his consent, contrary to 
the Land Use Act. 

Reiterating the commit-
ment of  his administration 
to the wellbeing of  the peo-
ple of  Enugu State, Gov. 
Ugwuanyi disclosed that the 
state government will for-
malize the land and give it 
back to the health workers, 
amid jubilation.

He told the elated health 
workers that “We will do 
what we did for other people 
their land was revoked with-
out my consent”. 

Recall that Gov. Ug-
wuanyi’s administration 
recently restored Plot No. 
P/23CA Independence 
Layout, Enugu, to the Nige-
ria Union of  Local Govern-

ment Employees (NULGE), 
which was purportedly re-
voked by the immediate past 
Commissioner for Lands 
and Urban Development 
without the governor’s ap-
proval pursuant to the Land 
Use Act.

Speaking further, the gov-
ernor, therefore, directed the 
health workers to liaise with 
the present Commissioner 
for Lands and Urban Devel-
opment, Nnanyelugo Chidi 
Aroh for necessary action, 
and promised to retrieve 
every land in the state taken 
from people illegally.  

Earlier in his remarks, the 
Commissioner for Lands 
and Urban Development, 
Aroh, pointed out that his 
attention was drawn to the 
purported revocation on as-
sumption of  office, reveal-
ing: “We have been looking 
through the processes in 
the files and I can confirm 
that before the acquisition 
of  the Golf  Annex 2, there 
existed a Villa Estate owned 
by these health workers and 
they owned those plots of  
land there.

 “Your Excellency, I have 
tried to look for all the doc-
uments that concerned the 
purported revocation of  
their land. I sorted all the 
documents in the ministry 
and I am unable to find any 
document where you gave 
consent to the revocation of  
the land belonging to these 
health workers”.       

In their presentation, ear-
lier, the health workers led 

by the State Chairman of  
the Trade Union Congress 
of  Nigeria (TUC), Comrade 
Bennett Asogwa, told Gov. 
Ugwuanyi, who they de-
scribed as “a Peace Maker, 
Labour-friendly Governor, 
father that cares and silent 
achiever” their ugly experi-
ence in the hands of  the im-
mediate past Commissioner 
for Lands and Urban Devel-
opment.

According to them, they 
acquired the land from Ozal -
la Abor community in 2015 
with their limited resources. 

Speaking on behalf  of  the 

health workers, the TUC 
State Chairman, Comrade 
Asogwa, expressed opti-
mism that the governor will 
wipe away the tears of  the 
affected workers, stressing 
that the workforce in Enu-
gu State are appreciative of  
what his administration has 
done for them in spite of  the 
nation’s economic challeng-
es.

According to him, “Your 
Excellency, we are highly 
grateful the way you have 
revitalized the health sector 
in Enugu State. Before you 
came in, most of  our prima-

ry healthcare centres were 
not functional but we can 
stand today boldly and say 
clearly that in any of  these 
healthcare centres some-
body enters he will know 
that something has hap-
pened, including the second-
ary healthcare sector. There 
is none of  them that did not 
receive a boost. 

His words:
 “We know Your Excellen -

cy that before you came in 
we had a litany of  issues in-
cluding the implementation 
of  Consolidated Health Sal-
ary Structure (CONHESS) 
and others. We remember 
that we came to you and you 
put a smile on our faces.

 “The Colliery Hospital, 
Enugu (now Enugu State 
Infectious Disease Isolation 
and Treatment Centre) was 

PDP remains formidable, focused on
Nigerian democracy - Sen Ekwunife

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

T
he Senator represent-
ing Anambra Central 
Senatorial District, 

Uche Ekwunife, PhD has 
stated that the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) remains 
a formidable political party 
and focused in Anambra 
Central Senatorial District, 
Anambra state and Nigeria 
at large.

Ekwunife said this on Sat-
urday, June 11, in a meeting 
while hosting party stake-
holders at the Ekwunife 
event in Awka.

Addressing the gathering, 
Ekwunife stated that PDP 
remains a party to beat in 
the next general elections, 
noting that her antecedents 
and track record places her 
above the candidates of  oth-

er political parties. The fed-
eral lawmaker assured party 
stakeholders and the entire 
people of  the Senatorial Dis -
trict of  her commitment to 
bring further development 
to the Senatorial District.

According to the Senator, 
the upcoming election af-
fords her the opportunity to 
consolidate on her achieve-
ments in the Senate. 

In his remarks, the former 
state Chairman of  the par-
ty, Hon Ndubuisi Nwobu 
urged party men and wom-
en to remain steadfast and 
work assiduously for the 
overall victory of  the candi-
dates of  the party in the next 
election. 

On his part, a former 
member of  the House 
of  Representatives, Hon 
Charles Odedo eulogized 
Senator Ekwunife for her 

giant strides in governance, 
saying that the Senator has 
been a performer from their 
days in the House of  Reps. 
Odedo narrated how Ek-
wunife defended the interest 
of  the entire members of  
House of  Representatives 
while serving as their caucus 
leader.

In their separate remarks, 
a member of  the PDP Board 
of  trustees, High Chief  
Maxwell Akudo and former 
Chairman of Njikoka LGA, 
Chief  Cosmas Agagbo de-
scribed Ekwunife as a repre-
sentative who puts the inter-
est of  the people first. They 
urged the people of  the Sen-
atorial District to stick with 
Ekwunife.

The PDP Candidate for 
Awka North and South 
federal constituency, Hon 
Emeka Igwe used the oppor-
tunity to appreciate Senator 
Ekwunife for ensuring that 
the ward delegates congress 
and primary elections in the 

looking outdated, now it is 
wearing a new face courtesy 
of  your massive interven-
tions. That health facility 
has become a centre of  at-
traction. Anybody coming 
into Enugu through that 
axis will equally appreciate 
it.  

 “Your Excellency, we are 
very grateful. We know that 
every other thing we request 
for as workers has been 
coming to us without pains 
including the minimum 
wage.

 “You changed the face of  
workers for good and I re-
member that when the min-
imum wage was approved at 
the federal level, you didn’t 
wait for us to come. You 
were the one that called us 
and when we came you told 
us that we will sit down and 
implement it seamlessly”....As stakeholders reafrm support

for the federal lawmaker

Senatorial District were free 
and fair. He lauded her for 
being an empathetic leader.

Also present at the meet-
ing were, former deputy 
governor of  Anambra State, 
HE Chief  Abolle Okoyeagu, 
former PDP Vice Chairman 
Anambra Central, Dr C.C 
Okeke, Deputy Minority 
Leader of  the state house of  
assembly, Hon Ebele Ejio-
for, PDP Leader in Anaocha 
LGA, Chief  Felix Oli, for-
mer Majority of  the House 
of  Assembly, Hon Joseph 
Dimobi, former member 
of  the House of  Assem-
bly, Hon Chuba Oranusi, 
Chairman of  Senator Uche 
Ekwunife Campaign Organ-
ization, Ichie Edwin Ubboh, 
local government Chairmen 
of  the party from the seven 
LGAs in the Senatorial Dis-
trict, Women Leaders and 
executives of  the party at 
the various political ward in 
Anambra Central Senatorial 
District.

From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he abducted cam-
eraman attached to 
Ebonyi State Gov-

ernment House in Abaka-
liki, Uchenna Nwube, has 
regained freedom after three 
days in captivity

Recall that Uchenna 
Nwube was kidnapped on 
June 8 Wednesday at about 
7 p.m. along the Okig-
we-Aba-Enugu Highway 
in Abia State while return-
ing to Abakaliki from Aba 
and the kidnappers were 
demanding N50 million as 
ransom. The victim, it was 
gathered, had made a dis-
tress call to his colleague, to 
confirm his abduction, after 
he was instructed to do so by 
his captors. A friend of  his, 

who pleaded anonymity, 
told our correspondent that 
Mr Nwube was released in 
the wee hours of  Saturday 
by his captors alongside his 
friend’s mother-in-law and 
no ransom was paid.

“Finally, Uchenna has 
been released from the kid-
nappers’ net, right now he is 
at his resident in Abakiliki. 
He was also released along-
side with the woman he 
was carrying. The miracle 
behind this incident is that 
no fund (ransom) was paid. 
They were released because 
their phone (kidnappers) 
went off  and at that mo-
ment of  not reaching or able 
to be reached, felt or feared 
that they were under threat. 
So they allow them to go in 
search of  another prey. To 
God be the Glory”

Abducted Ebonyi Govt House 
camera man regains freedom  

Cross section of  Enugu health workers with banners.



Doctors threaten strike
over kidnapped colleague

News

Skill acquisition paramount for youth
and national development - NOA
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

National Orientation 
Agency, Anambra state 
agency has stated that skill 
acquisition is paramount for 
youths and nations develop-
ment anywhere in the world.

The State Director, Na-
tional Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Anambra State Di-
rectorate, Awka, Barrister 
Charles Nwoji ,made the 
assertion while playing host 
to members of  a non- polit-
ical organization known as 

,” Mmaigbo Empowerment 
Foundation,” who paid him 
a courtesy call in his office in 
Awka.

The NOA boss, who said 
that he was elated with the 
visit because the mandates 
of  the group were in tandem 
with that of  NOA’s working 
schedules, praised the lead-
ership of  the foundation for 
not only promoting Igbo 
language and culture, but 
also economic aspects of  the 
Igbo nation.

He noted that the founda-
tion is not only proffering the 
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challenges facing Ndigbo as 
a people, but also providing 
solutions to them through 
their entrepreneurial train-
ing of  the Igbo youths with 
the sole aim of  dissuading 
them from drug abuse and 
other terrific experiences in 
the society.

He stated that the group 
might have drawn its inspira-
tion from the entrepreneuri-
al spirits of  Ndigbo known 
as ‘Igba boyi’ and advised 
them to work towards mak-
ing their vision and mis-
sion known to government  

through partnership so that 
our people will benefit more 
from their activities.

Also speaking, Director 
Planning and Strategy of  
the foundation, Mr.Ngan-
wuchu Chika, said that the 
foundation had through its 
fourteen days training work-
shop re- oriented the youths 
both in the areas of  spiritual 
and physical aspects of  hu-
man lives, promising that the 
foundation is committed to 
empowering the trainees by 
providing them with work-
ing equipments on 25th of  

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

M
edical doctors in 
Abia State have 
threatened to em-

bark on strike if  their kid-
napped colleague, Dr Uwad-
inachi Iweha is not freed by 
his abductors.

The doctors who staged a 
city wide protest in Umua-
hia, were led by the Abia 
State Chairman of  Nigerian 
Medical Association (NMA) 
Dr Chimezie Okwuonu and 
Dr Robinson Ugwuanyi, 
Secretary.

They protested that their 
colleague was kidnapped 
last week while driving out  
from his home in Umuopa-
ra, Umuahia South LGA by 
unknown persons who took 
him to undisclosed place.

The doctors expressed the 
fear that the whereabouts of  
Dr Iweha had not been estab-
lished, many days after his 
abduction.

The medical doctors who 
held some placards during 

the protest, asked Abia State 
government and security 
agencies to immediately en-
sure his  freedom.

Failure to release their 
colleague, they threatened, 
would lead to a strike action 
by their members.

They noted that Dr Iweha 
who is a peaceful man, has 
had been rendering selfless 
medical to patients and called 
on his kidnappers to free him.

The doctors wondered why 
a man rendering life saving 
services to the public would 
be subjected to a terrible treat-
ment like abduction.

Addressing the Abia State 
government in front of  gov-
ernment House, the doctors 
demanded adequate security 
for all medical workers in the 
State.

Also, some indigenes of  
Umuopara who spoke about 
the kidnap of  their son during 
the doctors’ protest, pleaded 
with the State government 
and security agencies to en-
sure that the medical doctor 
is not harmed in captivity.

Anambra govt destroys kidnappers’ 
hideout, vows to go against criminals
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
n his avowed determina-
tion to rid Anambra State 
of  criminalities, Governor 

Chukwuma Charles Solu-
do’s directive that all kid-
nappers and other criminal 
gangs’ hideouts be raided and 
buildings harbouring them 
be destroyed was effectively 
carried out in Oba, Idemili 
South local government area, 
on Friday, May 10, 2022

Anambra State Joint Secu-
rity Task Force conducted the 
demolition exercise which 

lasted for more than five 
hours at the hideout of  the 
notorious kidnappers, an old 
bungalow building at Oba, 
Idemili South Council Area.

The hideout has earlier 
been raided recently, where 
exhibits such as locally made 
pistol, shrine, charms, concoc -
tions, Indian hemp, among 
other incriminating materials 
were recovered at the building 
with some arrests also made.

However, it will be recalled 
that a gang of  kidnappers 
were traced to the hideout by 
the Police at Oba following 
an attack and subsequent kid-

this month.
He emphasised that the 

scope of  the people the foun-
dation wants to empower 
were every Igbo speaking 
youth to make them become 
self  reliant.

In their separate speeches, 
the Director of  Language 
and Communication of  the 
group Mr. Nkechi Okoye 
and the Secretary, Mr Ken-
neth Umeh, affirmed that 
the beauty of  the Igbo nation 
is that they are very hard 
working and industrious 

anywhere they found them-
selves.

They pointed out that the 
programmes thrust of  the 
foundation were anchored 
on what they described as 
development communica-
tion through the grassroots 
sensitization programmes 
of  the group and total war 
against the get rich quick  
syndrome spirit currently be-
deviling the Igbo youths and 
others elsewhere in the coun-
try today.

nap of  two persons at Oko, 
Orumba North Local Gov-
ernment Area, and another 
two persons in Ekwulobia, 
Aguata Local Government 
Area.

According to Mr. Ikenga, 
the gang leader, one Chinedu 
Ajogu, AKA Sampolo was 
gunned down and five other 
persons including their native 
doctor were arrested for inter-
rogation.

Addressing journalists lat-
er at the Governor’s Lodge, 
Amawbia, Governor Chuk-
wuma Soludo commended 
the efforts of  the State Joint 

Security Task Force say-
ing the demolition exercise 
would serve as a deterrent to 
other criminals.

Governor Soludo ex-
plained it has been established 
that the building demolished 
was being used as a den for 
criminal activities, stressing 
that the government policy 
does not allow any criminal-
ity to reign in the state.

He warned that henceforth, 
in line with the law, criminals 
will have no place in any part 
of  Anambra state, assuring 
that his government is fully 
determined to ensure that the 
state is safe for everyone, and 
that people can move freely 
around without fear or mo-
lestation 

He also applauded the co-
operation by some people 
in the state who have been 
volunteering information, 
adding that every stranger is 
suspicious until his or her job 
is confirmed to be legitimate.

Governor Soludo again 
re-emphasised that any build-
ing used for any criminal ac-
tivities will be brought down 
and confiscated by govern-
ment.

Rivers assault: Our civility should 
not be taken for granted - EFCC warns
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

T
he Economic and Fi-
nancial Crime Com-
mission, EFCC has 

warned that its civility should 
not be taken for granted by 
members of  the public. 

The EFCC statement 
signed by its head of  Media 
and publicity, Wilson Uwu-
jare comes in reaction to at-
tack on operatives of  its Port 
Harcourt zonal command at 
the Port Harcourt interna-
tional Airport Omuagwa by 
those they described as hired 
thugs. 

The statement noted that 
the attack which was aimed 
at preventing operatives of  
the EFCC from arresting 
the Rivers State PDP gov-
ernorship candidate SIM 
FUBARA is condemnable.

The anti-graft agency said 

the thugs breached the secu-
rity of  the Port Harcourt Air-
port, Omagwa and prevented 
the operative from arresting 
Fubara, a suspect who has 
been under its watch-list.

The statement expressed 
concern that the armed thugs 
assaulted operatives of  the 
Commission who demon-
strated commendable re-
straint under extreme prov-
ocation, which they said is 
a blatant attempt to obstruct 
justice.

Some supporters of  the 
PDP on Tuesday evening al-
legedly assaulted some oper-
atives of  the EFCC while at-
tempting to arrest the Rivers 
State PDP Guber candidate, 
Siminayi Fubara. The Guber 
candidate, who was a former 
accountant general of  the 
state, was declared wanted by 
the EFCC for misappropriat-
ing over 117 billion naira.

Gunmen kill APGA youth leader in Nnewi
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

H
oodlums have killed 
a youth leader of  the 
ruling All Progres-

sives Grand Alliance, APGA, 
in Anambra State. Sources 
have it that the youth leader, 
Hon. Emeka Alaehobi, was 
kidnapped from his home in 
Ukpor, Nnewi South Local 
Government Area of  the state 
two days ago, but no call for 
ransom was made until his 
remains were found on Satur-

day morning in a neighbour-
ing town, Utuh.

According to the source, 
“He is Hon. Emeka Alaeho-
bi, Nnewi South APGA lo-
cal government youth leader. 
He was kidnapped two days 
ago by gunmen. “This morn-
ing his remains were found 
dumped at Utuh Junction.”

Anambra State Police Com-
mand spokesperson, DSP 
Toochukwu Ikenga confirmed 
that a corpse was discovered in 
the area on Saturday, but was 

unable to ascertain the identity 
of  the corpse. He said: “When 
our operatives got to the scene, 
the corpse had been removed 
by some persons, we are yet 
to identify, and we have also 
ascertained that the corpse is 
that of  the youth leader.”

News Echo gathered that Uk-
por, the headquarters of  Nne-
wi South Local Government 
Area, has remained one of  
the most troubled parts of  the 
state since violent crime erupt-
ed in Anambra.

Senator representing Anambra Central, Sen Uche (Middle), Former PDP Chairman, Anambra state Hon Ndubuisi (Left), and former 
House of Rep member, Hon Charles (Right), during the PDP stakeholder’s meeting in Awka, during the weekend.
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Foreign News

E
uropean Union leaders 
are to decide later this 
month whether to wel-
come Ukraine, Moldova 

and Georgia as candidate states 
for membership of  the European 
Union.

Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine 
prompted the three former Sovi-
et republics to submit emergency 
applications in the first weeks of  
the war.

Ukraine’s prospects look prom-
ising, and so do Moldova’s. But 
Georgia was slapped with a scath-
ing European Parliament resolu-
tion on Thursday, described by 
one MEP as the last “wake-up 
call” to the government in Tbilisi.

Ukraine has led the way in ar-
guing that joining the EU has 
become a geopolitical necessi-
ty, although the three states are 
known as the Association Trio for 
their co-operation with the EU on 
everything from political reforms 
to free trade.

Addressing MEPs in Strasbourg 
earlier this month, Ukraine’s par-
liament speaker Ruslan Stefan-
chyk said granting candidate sta-
tus would empower the Ukrainian 
people, while “any other signal 
would only benefit Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and his re-
gime”.

Moldova’s pro-EU President, 
Maia Sandu, told Euro MPs last 
month that her country still had 
a long way to go. But she remind-
ed them that many Moldovans 
could hear the bombs falling on 
the Ukrainian city of  Odesa from 
their homes.

In the run-up to the EU’s de-
cision, Brussels think-tank the 
Centre for European Studies pub-
lished reports on Ukraine and 
Moldova’s applications.

It said Ukraine faced an exis-
tential crisis, while Moldova was 
“next at risk” from Russian ag-
gression. It recommended that the 
EU should extend candidate sta-
tus to both countries. That status 
far from guarantees entry to the 

Even if Ukraine does receive candidate status, joining the EU would likely take many years.

EU, but does represent a signifi-
cant step on the path.

On Georgia, the report said the 
formal access process would be 
premature.

Its economic reforms had sur-
passed both Ukraine and Moldova 
and other EU candidate states, it 
said. But on democracy, the gov-
ernment had contradicted “the 
EU’s fundamental values”.

On Thursday the European Par-
liament backed a strongly worded 
resolution calling on Georgia to 
uphold the highest standards of  
democracy and rule of  law. It said 
press freedom had been declining 
dramatically and condemned the 
intimidation and persecution of  
journalists.

Last summer more than 50 me-
dia workers were hurt in far-right 
violence, but the government 
failed to prosecute any of  the or-

ganisers. Instead it has launched 
criminal investigations into own-
ers of  independent media chan-
nels critical of  the government.

The head of  Georgia’s leading 
opposition Mtavari TV channel, 
Nika Gvaramia, was jailed last 
month for three and a half  years, 
in what Amnesty International 
described as a “blatant act of  po-
litically motivated prosecution”.

“I am a political prisoner and 
the timing of  my imprisonment is 
deliberate,” he wrote in a letter to 
the BBC delivered by his lawyers.

Gvaramia, who was found 
guilty of  misusing company 
funds, said his imprisonment was 
a message from the Georgian gov-
ernment “aimed at the open and 
aggressive sabotage of  Georgia’s 
European future”.

Georgia’s government has re-
jected the criticism, describing 

War prompts regional rush to join EU

No pardon for Britons sentenced to death,
pro-Russian separatist leader says

T
he leader of  the Rus-
sian-backed separa-
tist Donetsk region of  
Ukraine said on Sun-

day there was no reason to par-
don two British nationals who 
were sentenced to death last 
week after being captured while 
fighting for Ukraine.

A court in the self-proclaimed 
Donetsk People’s Republic on 
Thursday found Aiden Aslin 
and Shaun Pinner - and Moroc-
can Brahim Saadoun - guilty of  
“mercenary activities” seeking 
to overthrow the republic.

Britain says Aslin and Pinner 
were regular soldiers and should 

be exempt under the Geneva 
Conventions from prosecution 
for participation in hostilities. 
The pro-Russian separatists 
who control Donetsk say they 
committed grave crimes and 
have a month to appeal.

“I don’t see any grounds, pre-
requisites, for me to come out 
with such a decision on a par-
don,” Denis Pushilin, the leader 
of  the breakaway republic, was 
quoted as saying by Russian 
news agencies.

Donetsk and Luhansk are two 
breakaway Russian-backed en-
tities in the Donbas region of  
eastern Ukraine, which Russia 

says it is fighting to remove en-
tirely from Kyiv’s control.

Three days before launching 
its invasion of  Ukraine on Feb. 
24, President Vladimir Putin 
recognised them as independ-
ent states, a move condemned 
by Ukraine and the West as il-
legal.

Aslin’s family said he and Pin -
ner “are not, and never were, 
mercenaries”.

They were living in Ukraine 
when war broke out and “as 
members of  Ukrainian armed 
forces, should be treated with 
respect just like any other pris-
oners of  war”, the family said in 
a statement. 

Gvaramia as an opposition lead-
er hiding behind journalism. The 
head of  the ruling party added 
that the resolution from Brussels 
had nothing to do with European 
values.

Prime Minister Irakli Ghari-
bashvili said earlier this month he 
expected a “wise decision from 
the European Union”.

“Let’s be open and frank here. 
When Russia invaded Georgia 
in 2008 no-one in this world im-
posed sanctions.”

That led to a sense of  impunity 
in Moscow, he argued, prompting 
Russia’s invasion of  Crimea in 
2014 and the launch of  full-scale 
war against Ukraine in February.

The prime minister said Geor-
gia deserved as much recognition 
from the EU as Moldova and 
Ukraine: “The answer from the 
West must be adequate, relevant: 

it must be proportional.”
The EU has been encourag-

ing the Georgian government to 
make good on promised reforms, 
in particular to build an independ-
ent judiciary.

But the treatment of  ex-Presi-
dent Mikheil Saakashvili and oth-
er opposition figures has raised 
alarm. Saakashvili, who was in 
power at the time of  the Russian 
invasion of  Georgia, was detained 
when he returned last year to back 
the opposition in elections.

Both he and Nika Gvaramia 
say they are victims of  a political 
vendetta by the country’s sole oli-
garch, Bidzina Ivanishvili.

Mr Ivanishvili, who made his 
fortune in Russia, founded the 
governing Georgian Dream Party 
in 2011. And while he is no longer 
chairman, his influence in politics 
remains a matter of  concern for 

  A still image shows Britons Aiden Aslin, Shaun Pinner and Moroccan 
Brahim Saadoun in a courtroom cage at a location given as Donetsk.



 N i g e r i a - b a s e d  

ACongolese, Kandigu 
Kadi and a Nigerian, 

Makowulu Ebuka Anthony, 
have been arrested by 
operatives of  the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, (NDLEA) at the 
NA H C O  a n d  S A H C O  
export sheds of  the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, Ikeja Lagos for 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p o r t  
controlled and illicit drugs to 
the United States of  America 
and Dubai, United Arab 

 20-year-old man, 

AJume Bello has been 
apprehended by the 

K a t s i n a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command for  a l legedly 
raping his master's wife and 
two other married women in 
Jimkashi, Musawa Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

SP Gambo Isah, the State 
Pol ice  Publ ic  Relat ions 
Officer (PPRO) explained 
that the suspect, aside from 
having  unlawfu l  car na l 
knowledge of  the married 
women, also robbed them of  
t h e i r  m o n e y .
While confessing to the crime, 
Jume Bello said, “Yes, it is 
t r u e  t h a t  I  h a d  c a r n a l 
knowledge of  all the three 
married women forcefully. It 
is the work of  the devil.”

He explained that it was 
his master's wife who sent him 
to call a water vendor for her, 
adding that when he returned 
in the evening to tell her that 
he could not find any, he 
forced himself  on her after 
noticing that she was alone.

According to the suspect, 
o n  t h e  s e c o n d  m a r r i e d 
woman,  he  entered  her 
compound while she was all 
alone and knocked on the 
door, stressing that when she 
opened the door, he pointed a 
knife at her, and asked her to 
follow him to the backyard 
where he raped her.

Jume Bello denied raping 
the third woman.

SP Gambo Isah, in his 

statement stated that, “On the 
31/05/2022 at about 0900hrs, 
three (3) women, all from 
Jikamshi village, Musawa 
Local Government Area, 
reported at Musawa Police 
Division that at different time 
intervals, one Jume Bello, 
male, aged 20 years of  the 
same address, criminally 
trespassed into their houses, 

hree local hunters Tallegedly involved in 
kidnapping activities 

in Adamawa State have been 
arrested.

The state Command of  
the Nigeria Police, which 
made the arrest, said the 
three suspects had been 
conspiring with others to aide 
kidnapping across Girei and 
Fufore Local Government 
Areas of  the state.

In a statement obtained 
on Sunday, the state Police 
Public Relations Officer, SP 
Suleiman Nguroje, said the 
s u s p e c t s :  A u w a l 
Mohammed, 28 years old, 
Isa Umaru, 40 years and 
Rabiu Mohammed, 19 years 
“have been terrorizing Girei, 
Daware and Pariya villages” 
of  the indicated LGAs.

He said the three, who 
are al l  members of  the 
hunters association attached 

to Tambajam and Tsigire 
Villages of  Fufore and Song 
L G A s  a s  c o m m u n i t y 
vigilantees, are collaborators 
of  the nefarious kidnapping 
activities going on in that 
axis.

“Investigation so far 
r evea l s  tha t  the  a bove 
suspects betrayed the trust 
r e p o s e d  i n  t h e m  b y 
community members as 

people protecting lives and 
properties, and went ahead 
supplying food items and 
other needs to their fellow 
kidnappers around that 
area,” he added.

“The police recovered 
one locally made pistol, one 
TVS motorcycle, food items, 
mats, ropes and other items 
from the suspects,” Nguroje 
stated.

attacked them with a knife 
and robbed them of  their 
money, handset and forcefully 
h a d  u n l a w f u l  c a r n a l 
knowledge of  the victims.”

He, however, explained 
t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
investigations, the suspect was 
arrested and he confessed to 
the  commis s ion  o f  the 
offence.

The statement reads: “In 
his case, Makowulu was 
caught with eight parcels of  
cannabis weighing 2.90kg 
concealed in Nutribom 
Cereals cartons among other 
natural packs of  the cereal, as 
part of  a consolidated cargo 
meant for different people in 
Dubai.

“ M e a n w h i l e ,  a n t i -
narcotic officers in Edo have 
intercepted 10,280 tablets of  
Tramadol, 2000 tablets of  
Diazepam, 300 tablets of  
Swinol, 5000 tablets of  Axol 
and 10 bottles of  Codeine 
based syrup in Irrua area of  
the state, while they also 
destroyed 5.301713 hectares 
of  cannabis farm in Oke 
forest, Ovia North East 
LGA, as part of  efforts to 
disrupt all cannabis planting 
activities for the season in the 
state.

he Lagos State Police TC o m m i s s i o n e r ' s 
Special Squad has 

detained five policemen 
attached to singer, Damini 
Ogulu, aka Burna Boy, for 
attempted murder after they 
shot  two fun seekers— 
I rebami  Lawrence  and 
another identified simply as 
Tolu— at Club Cubana on 
Victoria Island, Lagos, on 
Wednesday. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
preliminary report by the Bar 
Beach Pol ice  Divis ion, 
trouble started when the 
singer and five police escorts 
visited the nightclub around 
4am on June 8. 

About four policemen 
waited outside while one of  
the policemen, identified as 
Inspector Ibrahim, who was 
in mufti, accompanied the 
Grammy-Award-winning 
artiste into the club. 

According to multiple 
witness statements, the singer 
was in the VIP section with 
t h r e e  wo m e n  w h e n  h e 
spotted another woman.

He was reported to have 
told Ibrahim to invite the 
woman to join him. 

However,  the lady 's 
husband was said to have 
l a m b a s t e d  t h e  s i n g e r, 
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s 
disrespectful for any man to 
make advances at his wife. 

After some minutes, 
Burna Boy reportedly made 
fresh advances at the woman. 

Th i s  in fu r ia t ed  he r 
husband further and his 
friends who had gathered at 
the club. 

“As things were getting 
heated, Ibrahim brought out 
his service pistol and shot 
multiple times while Burna 
Boy was laughing,” said a 
senior policeman. 

In the process, 27-year-
old Lawrence was shot in the 
thigh while his friend, Tolu, 
was hit in the head by a 
b u l l e t .  T h i s  c a u s e d  a 
commotion in the club. 

It was learnt that Burna 
Boy and his crew then drove 
off  to one of  his properties at 
the Elegushi end of  the 
Lekk i -Epe  Expres sway 
before leaving for Lekki 
Phase 1. 

“Aware of  what he had 
done, Burna Boy took the 
next flight out without even 
informing the policemen. He 
only made a video call to 
them to inform them that he 
had travelled to Spain. All his 
police escorts have been 
arrested and are currently at 

t h e  C o m m a n d 
headquarters,” said a top 
source at the office of  the 
Lagos State Commissioner 
of  Police. 

Sources close to the 
victims said the police were 
already making attempts to 
protect Burna Boy because 
of  his status while the 
victims were treating their 
wounds at the Lagos State 
U n i ve r s i t y  Te a c h i n g 
Hospital, Ikeja.

A brother to the victim, 
who identified himself  
only as Jide, said his 
brother had undergone 
surgery to remove the 
bullet lodged in his thigh.

J i d e  a d d e d  t h a t 
Irebami, who is based in 
the  Uni t ed  S ta t e s  o f  
A m e r i c a ,  a r r i v e d  i n 
Nigeria a week ago for a 
wedding. 

He also berated the 
management  o f  C lub 
Cubana for not doing 
enough to forestall the 
situation, adding that the 
club management had not 
even reached out to the 
family since the incident 
occurred. 

At tempts  to  ge t  a 
response from Burna Boy's 
manager, Mrs Bose Ogulu, 
who is also his mother, 
proved abortive as she 
neither responded to calls 
nor a text message on 
Saturday. 

S imi lar ly,  Chioma 
Nwachukwu, a media 
consultant for Cubana, did 
not respond to calls on 
Saturday. 

But the Spokesman for 
the Lagos State Police 
c o m m a n d ,  B e n j a m i n 
Hundeyin, said the focus 
of  the investigation was the 
policemen. 

Hundeyin claimed that 
the police had not received 
any complaint from any 
victim. 

Emirate.
S p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e  

agency, Femi Babafemi, who 
disclosed this in a statement 
in Abuja on Sunday, added 
that no fewer than 39 suspects 
were arrested across drug 
joints raided in parts of  the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT).

Babafemi said while 
Kandigu was arrested on 
May 31 at the NAHCO 
export shed for attempting to 
export 2.100kilograms of  
pen tazoc ine  in j ec t ion ,  

“In Yobe state, NDLEA 
operatives on Friday 9th June 
raided Tsohuwar Kasuwa 
area of  Potiskum town, 
where a notorious drug 
dealer, Usman Alhaji a.k.a 
NEPA was arrested and 22 
blocks of  cannabis sativa 
recovered from him.

“In the past week, no 
fewer than 39 suspects were 
arrested across drug joints 
raided in parts of  the Federal 
Cap i t a l  Te r r i to r y  and  
di f ferent  quant i t ies  of  
a s s o r t e d  i l l i c i t  d r u g s  
recovered from them. Areas 
raided between Saturday 4th 
June and Saturday 11th June 
include Apo Mechanic 
(Cashew forest), Apo NEPA, 
Tora Bora, Gishiri junction, 
Jabi park, Jabi forest, Jabi 
Gidan Bola, Deidei area, 
Rugga area, City Gate, Sabon 
Lugbe, Basa village and 

Makowulu was nabbed on 
June 3 in connection with 
attempt to export parcels of  
cannabis sativa concealed in 
cereals packs to Dubai 
through the SAHCO cargo 
shed.

He said investigations 
revealed that the pentazocine 
consignment was being sent 
to Kinshasa, Congo, while a 
similar package containing 
200 bottles of  pentazocine 
injection intercepted a week 
earlier at the airport was 
heading to the US.

Airport road.
“The raid,  which 

continues across Abuja, is 
a joint operation between 
the FCT Command of  the 
Agency and the Chairman 
Monitoring Special Task 
Force to rid the capital 
territory of  the activities of  
drug dealers and peddlers.

“Cha i r man/Chie f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed 
B uba  M a r wa  ( Re td )  
commended the officers 
and men of  MMIA, Edo, 
Yobe and FCT Commands 
as well as the C-MSTF for 
their resilience. He charged 
them and others across all 
commands to remain 
vigilant and committed to 
the collective goal of  
saving Nigeria from the 
drug scourge.”

Cr   me Watch
Page 15Monday 13 - Tuesday 14 June, 2022  

US, Dubai-bound drugs seized as NDLEA arrests 39 in raids

Police arrest 20-year-old man for
raping master's wife, others

Burna Boy's police escorts shoot
married man after singer made
pass at wife

Three hunters allegedly involved in
kidnapping activities arrested

The hunters/kidnappers upon arrest



atest updates on LNigeria's cash call 
arrears repayment 

showed that the country 
had so far repaid a total of  
$3.72bn to five international 
oil companies, leaving an 
outstanding balance of  
$971.8m. 

Data obtained from the 
country's oil firm in Abuja 
on Friday indicated that the 
five IOCs include Shell 
Petroleum Development 
Company, Mobil Producing 
Nigeria, Chevron Nigeria 
Limited, Total Exploration 
and Production Nigeria, 
and Nigeria Agip Oil 
Company. 

It was also learnt that 
Nigeria's total cash call 
arrears to the firms was 
initially $4.689bn before it 
was cut down to the current 
amount of  $971.8m after 
various repayments by the 
Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t  
through its oil firm – 
N i g e r i a n  N a t i o n a l  
Pe t r o l e u m  C o m p a n y  
Limited. 

Cash calls are sent by 
joint venture operators to 
non-operating partners for 
payment in the light of  
anticipated future capital, 
operating expenditures or 
the need for additional 
capital contributions.

T h e  F e d e r a l  
G ove r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  
NNPC had over the years 
piled up unpaid bills, 
referred to as cash calls, 
which it was obliged to pay 
the IOCs with which it had 
joint ventures for oil  
e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  

production. 
Figures from NNPC 

showed that the national oil 
company had cleared its 
total negotiated debts with 
both MPN and CNL, which 
were put at $833.75m and 
$1.097bn respectively. 

The oil firm's total 
negotiated debts with 
SPDC, TEPNG and NOAC 
were outlined as $1.37bn, 
$610.97m and $774.66m 
respectively, out of  which 
the total payments to date 

he World Bank has Tpredicted that more 
people in Nigeria 

a n d  i t s  S u b - S a h a r a n 
neighbours are expected to 
fall into extreme poverty. 

According to a report 
obtained via a World Bank 
newsletter on Friday, titled, 
“ G l o b a l  E c o n o m i c 
P r o s p e c t s ,”  R u s s i a ' s 
invasion of  Ukraine and its 
effect on the commodity 
market, supply chains, 
inflation, and financial 
conditions have intensified 
the slowdown in economic 
growth. 

The Washington-based 
bank further explained that 
the possibility of  high 
global inf lation could 
e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n 
tightened monetary policy 
in advanced countries 
w h i c h  m i g h t  l e a d  t o 
f i n a n c i a l  s t r e s s  o n 
emerging markets and 
developing economies. 

The report also quoted 

the World Bank President, 
David Malpass, as saying 
that the world was facing 
the deepest global recession 
since World War II.

He said, “The global 
economy is facing high 
inflation and slow growth 
at the same time. Even if  a 
global recession is averted, 
the pain of  stagflation 
could persist for several 
years- unless major supply 
i n c r e a s e s  a r e  s e t  i n 
motion.” 

The report added that 
growth in Sub -Saharan 
Africa is projected to slow 
to 3.7 per cent this year 
r e f l e c t i n g  f o r e c a s t 
downgrades of  over 60 per 
c e n t  o f  r e g i o n a l 
economies. Price pressures, 
partly induced by Russia's 
invasion of  Ukraine, are 
sharply reducing food 
af fordabi l i ty  and real 
incomes across the regions. 

It read in part, “More 
people in SSA are expected 

to fall into extreme poverty, 
especially in countries 
reliant on imports of  food, 
and fuel. Fiscal space is 
narrowing further as the 
government ramps up 
spending on subsidies, 
support to farmers, and in 
some countries, security. 
However, the impact of  the 
wa r  w i l l  va r y  a c r o s s 
countries,  as  elevated 
commodity prices will help 
soften the damaging effects 
of  high inflation in some 
l a r g e  c o m m o d i t y 
exporters”. 

Among the risks to the 
f o r e c a s t ,  p r o l o n g e d 
disruptions to food supply 
across the region could 
s igni f icant ly  increase 
p ove r t y,  h u n ge r,  a n d 
m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  w h i l e 
persistent inflation could 
ignite stagflation risks and 
further limit policy space to 
support recoveries. An 
elevated cost of  living 
could increase the risk of  

social unrest, especially in 
low-income countries.

On how the global 
economic situation could 
worsen the poverty level in 
Nigeria,  an Associate 
Professor of  Economics at 
Pan Atlantic University, Dr 
Olalekan Aworinde, said 
the Russia-Ukraine war 
w o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e 
disposable  income of  
Nigerians, which would, in 
turn, affect the standard of  
living. 

A w o r i n d e  s a i d , 
“Ukraine is one of  the 
largest producers of  wheat 
in  the  wor ld  and the 
Russian war invasion will 
affect the demand and 
supply of  wheat and once 
the major producers of  this 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l 
cannot export the goods, 
that implies that demand is 
greater than supply and 
that will result in a hike in 
price. Once prices increase, 
knowing ful l  well  the 

disposable income of  the 
consumer is constant it 
means the purchasing 
power will fall. And if  the 
purchasing power falls, it 
will affect the standard of  
living and once it affects the 
standard of  living it means 
these individuals will go 
into absolute poverty.” 

Aworinde added that in 
terms of  the structure of  
the Nigerian economy as a 
“monocultural economy, 
meaning that we only 
produce oil and we cannot 
eat oil. 

“So Nigeria is mainly 
a n  i m p o r t - d e p e n d e n t 
country and that means 
when you are bringing in 
the goods and its expensive 
imported inflation and the 
implication is that general 
p r i c e s  o f  g o o d s  w i l l 
increase  leading  to  a 
continuous inflation.” 

by NNPC to the three IOCs 
were $777.4m, $458.91m 
and $550.01m respectively. 

T h i s  l e a v e s  a n  
outstanding balance of  
$ 5 9 5 . 1 m  t o  S P D C ,  
$152.06m to TEPNG and 
$224.65m to NAOC. 

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  
development, industry 
analysts stated that the 
delay in the repayments of  
cash call arrears by Nigeria 
to IOCs had hindered oil 
and gas investment across 

the country. 
T h e y ,  h o w e v e r ,  

commended the Federal 
Government and NNPC for 
the repayment of  the debts, 
stressing that this would 
boost investor confidence in 
Nigeria. 

The Chief  Executive 
Officer, Centre for the 
Promotion of  Private 
Enterprise,  Dr. Muda 
Yusuf, explained that the 
d e l a y  i n  c a s h  c a l l  
repayments had been a drag 

on the growth of  Nigeria's 
oil sector.

He said, “I think we 
should  commend the  
government and NNPC on 
this because I know that the 
cash cal l  ar rears  are  
normally far more than 
what it is now. So for them 
to have cleared them to the 
level that we are now talking 
about it being under $1bn is 
s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  
commended. 

“ H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

important to point out that 
this issue of  cash call arrears 
has been a major bottleneck 
to the growth of  our oil and 
gas sector, because each 
time that the private IOCs 
and other oil producers put 
their money down, most 
times the government is not 
able to put its own cash call 
in terms of  the counterpart 
funding. 

“And these things have a 
way of  slowing down the 
growth of  investments in 
the sector. So the fact that 
this has been cleared 
significantly is something 
f o r  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  
commend the government 
and NNPC. But the bigger 
reform is actually to get the 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e x i t  
completely and allow this 
sector to run as a purely 
private enterprise.”

In 2016, the national oil 
company signed the cash 
call repayment agreements 
with the five IOCs to defray 
the cash-call arrears within 
a period of  five years after 
m a n y  y e a r s  o f  i t s  
indebtedness to JV partners. 

Also, the government 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Fe d e r a l  
Ministry of  Petroleum 
Resources negotiated a 
discount with the five IOCs 
in December 2016. 

The negotiations led to 
the reduction of  the debt 
from about $5.1bn to 
$4.68bn. 

T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government through the 
NNPC had since continued 
to reduce the debt payments 
in installments. 
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Nigeria repays five oil firms' $3.7bn debt, owes $972m

More Nigerians'll fall into extreme poverty – World Bank
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he Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), has mocked Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu for alle clinching at very great price, the Presidential ticket of the moribund, Tdecrepit and crippled All Progressives Congress (APC). The opposition party said the APC has since served out its purpose as “a fraudulent contraption that 
brought in the failed, corrupt and rudderless administration of President Muhammadu Buhari.“ This was contained in a statement signed by the PDP National 

Publicity Secretary, Hon. Debo Ologunagba, in Abuja, on Wednesday. Ologunagba noted that It is indeed reprehensible that Asiwaju, after being handed an APC flag that 
refused to unfold in recognition of the gloomy times of the APC, did not demonstrate any form of remorse for the injuries he engineered and caused our nation in the last 
seven years. The party spokesman stressed that his failure to express empathy for the victims of violence, kidnapping, mass killings and acts of terrorism, especially the 
recent gruesome attack in a sacred place of worship, St. Francis Catholic Church, Owo in Ondo State, serves as a foretaste of the big cover up and harrowing experience 
that Nigerians will face, God forbid, should Asiwaju emerge as President in 2023. The PDP charged Nigerians to continue to stand shoulder to shoulder with its 
Presidential Candidate, Atiku Abubakar, whom the party described as their choice President in this mission to Rescue, Redirect and Rebuild our nation from the misrule 
of Asiwaju and his APC. Ahead of the forthcoming general elections, the candidate of the All Progressives Congress, APC, and former governor of Lagos state, Sen. Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, has sent a strong message to the major opposition party, Peoples Democratic Party, PDP to step aside and be ready to be buried come 2023. Tinubu 
disclosed this while delivering his message, minutes after he was declared winner of the just concluded 2022 APC convention/primaries. The 2023 presidential candidate 
of the ruling All Progressives Congress, APC, Bola Ahmed Tinubu has expressed anger at those who wished the party death. The former Lagos State Governor accused 
the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP of plotting to destroy APC. He said the main opposition party had wasted 16 years of the country when it was in power.

he Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) mocks Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu for Tclinching at very great price, the Presidential ticket of  the moribund, decrepit and 
crippled All Progressives Congress (APC), which has since served out its purpose 

as a fraudulent contraption that brought in the failed, corrupt and rudderless 
administration of  President Muhammadu Buhari. Our Party also sympathizes with 
Asiwaju for embarking on a journey to nowhere as he is no match for PDP's more 
popular, more competent and more prepared Presidential Candidate, His Excellency, 
Atiku Abubakar the unifier and the people's choice, who defeated President Buhari fair 
and square in the 2019 Presidential election. Asiwaju will soon realize that Nigeria is not 
one of  his acquired estates or fiefdoms and that the Nigerian people are not his political 
string-puppets and retinue of  lackies, from whom he bought the APC Presidential ticket. 
Asiwaju will also soon realize that Nigerians hold him responsible for his self-confessed 
role in installing the failed Buhari-led administration that subjugated the people, brought 
excruciating economic hardship, acute poverty, bloodletting, terrorism, mass killings, 
promoted disunity, tribalism and nepotism, lawlessness, massive treasury looting and 
unpardonable life-discounting experiences to our country. It is indeed reprehensible that 
Asiwaju, after being handed an APC flag that refused to unfold in recognition of  the 
gloomy times of  the APC, did not demonstrate any form of  remorse for the injuries he 
engineered and caused our nation in the last seven years.  His failure to express empathy 
for the victims of  violence, kidnapping, mass killings and acts of  terrorism, especially the 
recent gruesome attack in a sacred place of  worship, St. Francis Catholic Church, Owo 
in Ondo State serves as a foretaste of  the big cover up and harrowing experience that 
Nigerians will face, God forbid, should Asiwaju emerge as President in 2023. His 
acceptance speech further exposed his manifest lack of  capacity, presence of  mind, 
resourcefulness and selflessness to manage the affairs of  a nation as complex as Nigeria. 
From Asiwaju's egotistic outbursts before and after the APC manipulative National 
Convention, it is crystal clear that his life-long dream of  clinching the APC Presidential 
ticket is not for the wellbeing of  Nigerians but out of  desperation to lay hands on the keys 
to the nation's treasury. Asiwaju has insulted the sensibilities of  Nigerians enough and 
this APC National Convention will be his final political outing. This is because Nigerians 
have had enough and are now, more than ever before, ready and out on the platform of  
the PDP to defend our nation and reject Asiwaju Ahmed Bola Tinubu in the 2023 
Presidential election. The Nigerian politics is far more complex and beyond the Lagos 
politics where Asiwaju operates with brawl and deployment of  violence rather than 
brain. What Nigerians needs now is a unifier in the face of  the pain and discomfort 
inflicted on them by Bola Ahmed Tinubu, his live band of  APC looters and mean human 
beings. He needs to know that Nigeria is not Lagos!  The PDP therefore charges 
Nigerians to continue to stand shoulder to shoulder with our Presidential Candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, their choice President in this mission to Rescue, Redirect and Rebuild 
our nation from the misrule of  Asiwaju and his APC.

hame on those who already bought coffins for APC, our party is still alive. SWe are here very confident and courageous. “They called themselves PDP 
16 years of  misery and failure we said step aside. We are courageous that 

this nation is back on track”. We will roar! We will do it. The Poverty 
Development Party, PDP, should step aside, be ready to be buried and leave our 
country for us to rebuild for our children.” “We will eliminate them, they 
depleted our resources for sixteen years. They are agents of  poverty, terror, 
violence and lies. They are retrogressive. They left us with hunger. PDP don't 
know arithmetic; join me to defeat them come 2023.” “I look forward to 
squaring up with him as a worthy opponent in the coming election. I have known 
the former Vice President as a formidable politician and a patriot who believes in 
the unity and progress of  our dear country. “As we move further into the election 
season, I charge the PDP presidential candidate and all political actors across 
Party lines that we should make this election season one that is devoid of  
bitterness, rancour and strife. “We should make our campaigns peaceful and 
issue based. Election season should be a festival of  ideas that will uplift our 
country and improve the living condition of  all our people. “Unfortunately for 
the PDP, its candidate will be burdened to explain why Nigerians should give it 
another opportunity, after squandering 16 years at the central government, 
without much to show”. “Nigerians are yet to forget the national ruin and 
mismanagement of  our country for 16 years by successive PDP administrations 
and this bad memory will dog the campaign of  the PDP candidate. 
“Nevertheless, I once again congratulate our former Vice President for his 
victory in his party's primary.” “I welcome the victory of  Alhaji Atiku Abubakar 
as the candidate of  the Peoples Democratic Party in the just concluded primary.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire
2023 Presidency: PDP mocks Tinubu as
the jagaban of looting; Tinubu says PDP
will be buried in 2023

You are no match for Atiku,
desperate for keys to national
treasury - PDP mocks Tinubu

APC will roar, get ready to

step aside, be ready to be buried

in 2023 – Bola Tinubu attacks PDP

TinubuTinubuTinubu

OlogunagbaOlogunagbaOlogunagba
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hree-time African Tc h a m p i o n s,  t h e 
Super Eagles of  

Nigeria arrived Agadir, 
M o r o c c o  o n  S u n d a y 
m o r n i n g  a h e a d  o f  
Monday's 2023 Africa Cup 
of  Nations qualifier against 
Sao Tome and Principe.

H e a d  c o a c h ,  Jo s e 
Peseiro and captain Ahmed 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d 
g o a l k e e p e r , 

David de Gea has insisted 
that teammate, Cristiano 
Ronaldo is one of  the 
greatest players in history 
because of  his dedication to 
the game and fitness.

ormer Tottenham Fmanager, Mauricio 
Pochettino, is leaving 

PSG.
Pochettino has agreed 

compensation terms with 
the French club in the 
coming days.

The Argentine boss has 
been in charge for 18 months 
and led the club to the Ligue 
1 title in his first full season, 
finishing 15 points clear of  

helsea have launched 

Ca  b id  for  Napol i 
defender Kalidou 

Koulibaly.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a 

G a z z e t t a  d e l l o  S p o r t , 
Chelsea have already tabled 
contract terms to Koulibaly.

They have offered the 30-
year-old personal terms 
worth £8.5m-a-year.

That works out at just 
over £160k-a-week.

N a p o l i  t h o u g h  a r e 
claimed to be demanding 
£34m for their star centre-
back.

But the Serie A outfit 
could be forced into a sale 
this summer with just 12 
m o n t h s  l e f t  t o  r u n  o n 
Koulibaly's current contract.

B a r c e l o n a  a r e  a l s o 
understood to be interested in 
a swoop for the Senegalese 
international.

atford defender, 

WWilliam Ekong, 
has been ruled 

out  o f  Monday ' s  2023 
AFCON qualifier against 
Sao Tome after he suffered a 
muscle injury against Sierra 
Leone.

Ekong, who captained 
the Super Eagles to a 2-1 
home win over Sierra Leone, 
was forced out of  Thursday's 
game 10 minutes from time 

due to an injury.
Officials said Ekong has 

headed back to England for 
more tests on the injury.

CD Leganes defender 
Kenneth Omeruo will be 
expected to be Ekong's direct 
replacement against Sao 
Tome after he came in for 
him against Sierra Leone.

The Super Eagles will 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y 
Tuesday.

second-placed Marseille – 
the biggest margin of  victory 
in any of  Europe's big five 
divisions.

But another season of  
Champions League failure 
has seen Pochettino shown 
the door, says the Daily 
Mail.

Former Real Madrid 
coach Zinedine Zidane is 
being linked with PSG as 
Pochettino's replacement.

According to De Gea, 
Ronaldo is focused in every 
training session and every 
game, adding that the five-
time Ballon d'Or winner is 
mentally very strong and is 
an example for everyone.

Ronaldo is known for 
his work ethic, strong 

mentality, and superior 
attitude.

Speaking in an in-house 
interview with the club, De 
G e a  s a i d  v i a  t h e 
Manchester Evening News: 
“He's great. The way he 
works speaks for himself.

“The way he treats 
himself, his body. He is 
focused in every training 
session and every game. 
This is why he is one of  the 
best in history.

“He's mentally very 
s t r o n g  a n d  t h a t ' s  a n 
example for everyone.”

Ronaldo rejoined Man 
United in the summer of  
2021 from Juventus.

The Portugal captain 
had an impressive 2021/22 
campaign despite Man 
United finishing outside of  
the Premier League top-
four.

Musa will address a press 
conference at 1.30pm.

The Super Eagles will 
have a feel of  the Adrar 
Stadium, Agadir at 4pm.

The West Africans will 
look to secure maximum 
points when they take on 
the Falcons of  Sao Tome 
and Pr inc ipe  in  the i r 
second Group A fixture on 

Monday afternoon.
The Djurtus of  Guinea-

Bissau top the group on 
g o a l  d i f f e r e n c e  a f t e r 
thrashing Soa Tome and 
Principe 5-1 on matchday 
one.

They will take on the 
Leone Stars of  Sierra 
Leone in the other Group A 
encounter on Monday.

rsenal are making a 

Amove for unsettled 
R e a l  M a d r i d 

winger Marco Asensio.
T h e  M i r r o r  s a y s 

Arsenal have declared their 
interest in Asensio, who has 
opened the door to a Real 
Madrid exit this summer.

The winger is about to 
enter the final 12 months of  
his contract at the Bernabeu, 
with talks over an extension 
currently stalling.

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  Re a l 
Madrid may cash in on 
Asensio rather than risk 
losing him for free in a year's 
t i m e  a n d  L i v e r p o o l , 
Manchester United and 
Tottenham have all been 
linked with a move for him.

Arsenal have contacted 
Asensio's representative. 
While the Gunners not 
being in the Champions 
League next season makes a 
move  to  the  Emira te s 
Stadium less tempting for 
him, but it is not a deal-
breaker. The Spaniard is also 
said to want a guarantee of  
regular football.

anchester United Mstriker Anthony 
Martial has been 

slammed for his loan with 
Sevilla.

Martial made the move 
in January.

AS wrote: “Martial's 
stint as a Sevilla player can 
only be described as a fiasco.

“For the investment 
made, for the expectations 
created and for the worse than 

poor performance offered.
“And the fact is that he 

scored the same two goals and 
gave an assist [when he was 
18], but he did so playing 15 
games in a team [Monaco] in 
which he had to compete for 
the position with players of  
the stature of  Falcao and 
Berbatov.”

Monday 13 - Tuesday 14 June, 2022  

AFCON Qualifier: Super Eagles hit Morocco for Sao Tome clash

Why Ronaldo is greatest player in
history – De Gea

Arsenal step up bid for Real Madrid
attacker, Asensio

Ex-Tottenham manager Pochettino leaving PSG

Chelsea launch bid for Napoli defender, Koulibaly

Martial's loan move to
Sevilla a 'fiasco' – Report

AFCON 2023 qualifier:
Injury rules out Ekong

De Gea, Ronaldo

Pochettino

Assensio

MartialKoulibaly

Super Eagles’ players, officials on arrival in Morocco
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igeria forward, 

NUmar Sadiq has 
confirmed he will 

be staying with La Liga 
new boys, Almeria next 
season.

Sadiq played a key role 
as Almeria won promotion 
from the Spanish Segunda 
Division last season.

ewly promoted 

NEnglish Premier 
L e a g u e  s i d e , 

Fulham are looking to offer 
P o r t o  € 1 2 m i l l i o n 
( � 5 . 3 b i l l i o n )  f o r  t h e 
services of  Super Eagles 
defender, Zaidu Sanusi.

Zaidu was brilliant for 
Porto last season scoring 
t h r e e  g o a l s  i n  4 0 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  a l l 
competitions. In fact, it was 
his whooping strike that 
guaranteed the Dragons a 

30th Portuguese league 
triumph.

However, the Nigerian 
star is not the most famous 
n a m e  i n  P o r t o ,  a s 
occasionally the fans have 
trolled him. Last summer 
he was linked with a move 
to Turkey, but nothing 
concrete emerged from the 
talks.

N o n e t h e l e s s , 
Sportwitness that the 24-
year-old le f t -back has 
attracted interest from the 
Premier League. Fulham 
are willing to offer Porto 

€ 1 2 m i l l i o n 
( � 5 . 3 b i l l i o n )  f o r 
Sanusi's services.

The Cottagers are 
looking to make an 
impression on their 
return to the English 
top-flight under boss 
Marco Silva. The 44-
year-old Portuguese 
tactician is known to be 
a lover of  attacking 
football, and Sanusi 
c o u l d  b e  f i n e 
recr uitment as  the 
Nigerian star loves to 
bump forward.

However, getting 
Sanusi could be a tough 
ask as Porto may not 
listen to offer less than 
€20mii l ion for  the 
Super Eagles defender.

mad Diallo is set 

Afor a new loan from 
M a n c h e s t e r 

United.
The Utd Journal reports 

the midfielder is set for 
another loan away from Old 
Trafford.

T h e  £ 3 7 . 2 m i l l i o n 
signing spent from January 

aris Saint-Germain Pare interested in 
Arsenal defender 

Gabriel Magalhaes.
According to TMW, 

n e w  P S G  c h i e f  L u i s 
Campos has the Brazilian 
on his shortlist of  defensive 
transfer targets.

Having sounded out 
Inter Milan for Milan 
S k r i n i a r ,  C a m p o s  i s 
prepared to turn to Gabriel 

o r m e r  N i g e r i a Finternational, Etim 
John Esin has cried 

o u t  f o r  h e l p  o v e r  a 
recurring knee ligament 
injury, he suffered during 
his active days on the 
national team.

E t i m  w a s  a 
phenomenon who played 
for the Flying Eagles and 
Super Eagles.

Esin called on the 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
Federation (NFF) and the 

Ministry of  Youth and 
Sports Development to 
intervene by footing his 
medical bills either here in 
Nigeria or abroad.

According to another 
ex-player Harrison Jalla, 
“Etim's situation is one in 
countless abandoned ex-
internationals all over the 
country. This ugly scenario 
will be a thing of  the past 
when the Footballers bloc 
takes over command and 
c o n t r o l  o f  f o o t b a l l 
Administration in the 
country.”

i f  h e  f a i l s  t o  r e c e ive 
encouragement from the 
Nerazzurri.

G a b r i e l  i s  a l s o 
attracting interest from 
Juventus this summer.

Intermediaries on the 
continent are convinced 
Gabriel can be tempted 
away from Arsenal as he 
f a c e s  a n o t h e r  s e a s o n 
w i t h o u t  C h a m p i o n s 
League football.

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  a r e 
w a t c h i n g 

U d i n e s e  w o n d e r k i d , 
Simone Pafundi.

Pafundi became the 
first player born in 2006 to 
play in Serie A when he 
made his senior debut last 
month.

The Sun says United 
are targeting the 16 year-
old attacking midfielder, 
t h o u g h  f a c e  P r e m i e r 
League competition.

The teen stands only at 
5ft 5in and was called up by 
Italy boss Roberto Mancini 
to join the country's best 
young talent at a training 
camp with the senior team.

Brexit means British 
clubs cannot swoop for 
Pafundi – or other top 
youngsters from Europe – 
until they are 18. Leicester, 
Liverpool and Everton 
have also been mentioned 
as potential suitors.

r y s t a l  Pa l a c e  b o s s, 

CPatrick Vieira, wants to 
switch to a back three 

next season.
The decision will mean 

Palace needing to find a new 
centre-half  signing.

Palace relied heavily on Marc 
Guehi and Joachim Andersen 
last season in a back four. They 
have already let go of  veteran 
Martin Kelly.

And versatile Cheikhou 
Kouyate is out of  contract, 
though talks over a new deal are 
underway.

Vieira's plans could open the 
door for USA defender Chris 
Richards, 22, at Bayern Munich, 
says The Sun. The Eagles are also 
weighing up a loan move for 
former right-back Aaron Wan-
Bissaka, 24, who is available 
from Manchester United.

Wan-Bissaka is capable of  
playing on the edge of  a back 
three.

onwards in Scotland at 
Rangers, where he managed 
three goals in 13 games.

And it appears he will be 
sent out again.

He has been in talks with 

Erik ten Hag about his 

playing time, with nothing 

yet to be decided.

T h e  l a n k y  s t r i k e r 
s c o r e d  1 8  g o a l s  a n d 
provided 12 assists in 36 
league appearances for 
Rubi's side.

There have been several 
reports linking him with a 
move away from the club, 
but the 25-year-old has 
reiterated his desire to 

remain at the club beyond 
this summer.

“Playing in the First 
Division is a dream, and I 
want to do it with Almería,” 
t h e  f o r m e r  P a r t i z a n 
forward told the media, as 
per AS.

“It is a place where I 
have found the affection 

and trust of  the coach. I 
have very tempting offers, 
but I will stay 100% in 
Almería,” he said.

Sadiq is currently with 
Nigeria for their 2023 
Africa Cup of  Nations 
qualifiying fixture against 
Sao Tome and Principe.

Monday 13 - Tuesday 14 June, 2022  

Sadiq confirms Almeria stay next season

Man Utd midfielder, Amad Diallo due fresh loan

Fulham prepare N5.3b
for Sanusi

PSG interested in Arsenal
defender, Gabriel

Etim Esin wants help
over lingering knee
problem

Man Utd watching Udinese
wonderkid, Simone Pafundi

Crystal Palace
boss, Vieira to
switch to back
three next season

Pafundi

Gabriel

Diallo

Umar

EsinSanusi



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Managing	Editor:	Bright	Okereke	-	07030586457

Pg. 15

Pg. 15

N200 

 have often dreamed of  Iwhen the bruised, battered 
and butchered people of  

Nigeria would get a chance to 
forever retire these bunch of  
kindless, mindless, callous and 
castrated kleptomaniacs that 
have raped and ravaged the 
country since 1999!.

Then suddenly (perhaps, by 
a divine master stroke), one 
Peter, who has no other Obi 
(except a virtuous, valuable, 
v i s i b l e  a n d  v e r i f i a b l e 
INTEGRITY & SERVICE-
ANTECEDENT) burst forth 
like a Comet! Suddenly the 
P e r s o n a l i t y  b e c a m e  a 
Phenomenon! Nigerians now 
have a golden opportunity to use 
the Labour Party to launch 
a n o t h e r  E N D - S A S  ( E n d 
Suffering and Smiling).

With the ATIKUNUBU-ing 
of  our political space by APC & 
PDP, Nigerians (the teeming 
youth population) need arise like 
a hurricane and tsunami-cally 
sweep these recycled oldies into 
the political Bermuda Triangle! 
They are the reason why Nigeria 
is not just a 'failed' but actually a 
'failure' state as such! They 
account for why Nigeria, in spite 
of  enormous endowments, is 
'the poverty capital of  the world'! 

They have made the world mock, 
jeer and gaze in shock at us as 
though we are a jig-saw puzzle of  
some sort!

Peter the Rock must be used to 
break this hypnosis on us. Religion 
and ethnicism must now take the 
b a c k  s e a t .  N i ge r i a n s  wa n t 
someone who would not steal 
them dry. They want somebody 
who would not use something 
called Firstladyism to distract 
them. They want someone who 
would not be interested in owning 
oil wells, lands and houses and 
bank accounts abroad! They don't 
want people with hedonistic and 
acquisitive mindset. They want 
someone whose political record is 
clean, clear and clarifiable.

They need someone who 
would create wealth. Invest in the 
future and restore the glory of  a 
collapsed giant. They don't want a 
religious fanatic or bigot. They 
don't want a spendthrift. They 
want a Mr. Fix It, a problem-
solver! They don't want someone 
who would be interested in owning 
2 wrist-watches at the same time. 
When one would be at home – 
keeping time for no one! They 
want someone who is simple. 
Straight and strong!

Anyone who is angry at the 
condition of  Nigeria and wants it 
fixed knows that PETER OBI has 
the pedigree to do the needful for 
this country. The above, for 

anyone that knows him, is the 
personality of  Peter!

In 2023, let us re-enact June 12, 
1993. Let us make a statement that 
God and humanity would be 
happy about!

The season for poaching and 
buying of  delegates, even with 
dollars, is now over. It is now time 
for reality! Let us teach these 
politicians that we are not robots. 
Let us remind them what Bob 
Marley sang many decades 
ago:”you fool  some people 
sometimes but you can't fool all the 
people all the time. Now you've 
seen the light, you gonna stand up 
for your right”!

We're all labourers! So let's 
labour to vote Peter-the-Rock into 
Aso Rock! It is not just about the 
Labour Party, the container! It is 
about the political purity and 
integrity of  the content-Peter. It's 
all about the fact that we shall all 
party if  we labour- from the army 
of  restless and hoodwinked 
Northern youths to the butchered 
Middle Belt, from the betrayed and 
bat tered Igbo youth to  the 
economically-ravaged and starved 
Niger-Deltan, and of  course the 
regularly boisterous Yoruba youth, 
etc.

We all, at different times and in 
various ways, have borne the brunt 
of  a country and her promised 
change and then changed the 
promise! Let us end this SAS. The 

PVC IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN THE AK-47. They have 
always believed that we cannot do 
it. Let us show them that we can! 
And indeed, we will! For where 
there is a WILL then there is a 

s the search for a running 

Amate by the winners of  
presidential primaries of  

various political parties thickens, the 
Nigeria Association of  Women 
Journalists (NAWOJ), has appealed 
to political parties to consider the 
female folks when choosing their 
running mates.

The  assoc ia t ion ' s  na t iona l 
president, Ladi Bala, in a press 
statement commended all the political 
parties for the peaceful and successful 
conventions and election of  their 
presidential flag bearers.

Ladi indicated that “NAWOJ 
applauds the processes and the 
demonstration of  the sense of  
responsibility by the political parties 

in the conduct of  their primaries,
“There is however the need for a 

gender sensitive representation in the 
en t i r e  po l i t i ca l  equa t ion  and 
balancing. There is no gain saying that 
this has become imperative.

“It is against this backdrop that the 
Association is hereby appealing to 
political parties to in the interest of  
inclusive society and development; 
consider picking a woman as running 
mate for the office of  vice president 
and  de puty  gover nors  o f  the 
respective states.

NAWOJ said it is “worrisome to 
note that rumours making the rounds 
are suggestive of  male candidates 
being considered for the office of  vice 
president by political parties.

“This posture will not only negate 
the contribution of  women to nation 
building but, also endanger inclusive 
governance in Nigeria where all 

demography clearly indicates the 
need for a sense of  belonging and 
giving equal opportunity for females 
to serve at the highest level.

“The time has come for the 
promotion of  gender equality in 
political leadership in Nigeria to be 
accorded the center stage particularly 
as we head towards the 2023 General 
Elections.

She said that if  women are given 
the place it will help reposition the 
country and properly situate it in its 
pride of  place and position as the giant 
of  Africa not only in size but in 
involvement in global discourse.

NAWOJ appealed to journalists 
and media organisations in the 
country to rise to the occasion of  
setting agenda for more inclusive 
governance in Nigeria.

WAY.
It is no longer about the party 

it is about the person. For many 
political parties in Nigeria are at 
best CLUBS and it worst secret 
cults! The revolution is on.
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US, Dubai-bound drugs seized
as NDLEA arrests 39 in raids

Three hunters allegedly involved
in kidnapping activities arrested

The Peter Obi phenomenon as another
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