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News

Alleged N2.9bn fraud:
Court grants Okorocha bail

T
he Federal High Court 
in Abuja has granted 
bail to a presidential 

aspirant and former governor 
of  Imo State, Rochas Okoro-
cha.

He was granted bail on 
Tuesday by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo in the sum of  N500 
million and a surety in like 
sum.

Justice Inyang Ekwo gave 
the order while ruling on 
the bail application filed by 
Okorocha who currently rep-
resents Imo West senatorial 
district in the National As-
sembly.

The former governor is be-
ing tried on a 17-count charge 

to the tune of  N2.9 billion 
filed against him by the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC).

He was accused of  conspir-
ing with others, including a 
member of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) and five 
companies to steal from pub-
lic coffers, although he has 
since denied any wrongdoing.

Okorocha was arraigned 
alongside his co-defendants 
on Monday by the antigraft 
agency before Justice Ekwo 
in the nation’s capital.

During their arraignment, 
the former governor, the sec-
ond defendant – Nyerere 
Anyim, and the companies 

indicted, all pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

Thereafter, counsel to Oko-
rocha, Mr Okey Amaechi, 
prayed the court to release 
his client on bail, pending 
the determination of  the case 
against him.

He drew the attention of  the 
court to the fact that his cli-
ent was roughly arrested last 
Tuesday before the screening 
of  the presidential aspirants 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), stressing that his 
ambition was at risk should 
he remain in detention.

On its part, the EFCC, 
through its lawyer, Mr Gbola-
han Latona, informed the 

court that Okorocha raised 
some issues in his bail appli-
cation that would require its 
response.

Justice Ekwo had, thereaf-
ter, adjourned the matter until 
Tuesday to hear Okorocha’s 
bail application and ordered 
that he should remain in 
EFCC custody.

When proceedings re-
sumed onTuesday, Justice 
Ekwo ordered that the surety 
to be produced by Okorocha 
must be a responsible citizen 
who has landed property in 
the like sum of  the bail grant-
ed to the presidential aspirant.

The judge also directed 
Okorocha to deposit his in-
ternational passport with 
the registry of  the court and 
should not travel outside the 
jurisdiction of  the court with-
out the court’s permission.

Similarly, he ordered the 
court registry to inform the 
Nigeria Immigration Service 
that Okorocha’s international 
passport was in its custody.

Justice Ekwo, however, 
ordered that the former gov-
ernor should remain in the 
custody of  the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) until his bail 
conditions were met.

In his response, counsel to 
Okorocha, Okey Amaechi, 
informed the court that his 
client was ready to meet the 
bail conditions.

For Anyim, the court ruled 
that he should continue to 
enjoy the administrative bail 
earlier granted to him.

Ekweremadu may join APC, meets
Uzodimma, Adamu in Abuja 

NDDC Project: Advocacy groups commend FG for 
cancellation, demand more sanctions
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

F
oundation for Environ-
mental Rights, Advo-
cacy & Development 

(FENRAD) has expressed its 
gratitude to the Federal Gov-
ernment for ordering the can-
cellation of  all the contracts 
awarded by the Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC) from 2000 to De-
cember 31, 2019. 

FENRAD in a statement 
done in conjunction with the 
Abia State NDDC Advocacy 
Groups said that the cancella-
tion of  the contracts for which 
the beneficiary contractors 
are yet to mobilize to the sites 
from 2000 to December 31, 

2019, is a good development.
The two groups jointly 

called on the Federal Gov-
ernment and the NDDC 
to for further throw heavier 
sanctions against culpable 
contractors who neglected 
the interest of  the people and 
their contractual agreements. 

The groups said this in a re-
lease signed by Comrade Nel-
son Nnanna Nwafor, the Ex-
ecutive Director, FENRAD/ 
Abia state Coordinator 
NDDC Advocacy Groups 
and Barr. Akande Femisi 
Head Corporate Accounta-
bility and Human Rights En-
forcement, FENRAD. 

The groups stressed that 
the cancellation is a piece of  
refreshing news to the Peo-

From Chuma Austin, Enugu 

P
lans by the former 
Deputy President of  
the Senate, Ike Ekw-

eremadu to join the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
have reached an advanced 
stage, a party source  has re-
vealed. 

Ekweremadu, and Gov-

Abductors free Methodist Prelate,
Samuel Kanu-Uche, others 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

H
is Eminence, Sam-
uel Kanu-Uche, the 
Prelate of  Meth-

odist Church Nigeria and 
two other priests who were 
kidnapped on Sunday along 
Ihube-Leru-Isuochi road 
have been freed by their ab-
ductors.

Their release was con-
firmed by spokesman of  
Abia State Police Com-
mand, Mr Geoffrey Ogbon-
na in Umuahia late Monday 
evening.

It was not immediately as-
certained if  the N100m ran-
som earlier demanded by 
their kidnappers were paid 
or not as the Police PRO, 

Ogbonna could only say, 
“I can only confirm to you 

that they have been freed 
this evening. I don’t have the 
details for now.”

The abductors had de-
manded a sum N100 million 
as ransom for the Prelate, 
the Bishop of  Owerri, Rt. 
Rev. Okechukwu Michael 
and the Prelate’s Chaplain, 
simply identified as  Very 
Rev. Shitti.

They were abducted on 
Sunday while on their way 
from a church programme 
in Umunneochi LGA of  
Abia State.

Executive Chairman of  
Umunneochi  Local Gov -
ernment Area, Chief  Ifeanyi 
Madu, also confirmed their 
release, praising God that 

the priest came out alive.
In a statement signed by 

the  secretary of  Umunne -
ochi LGA , Mr Peter Uba 
and made available news-
men, the LGA boss said , 
“ The Chairman joyfully 
wish to announce the re-
lease of  His Eminence, Dr. 
SCK Uche JP, the Prelate of  
Methodist Church Nigeria 
and his entourage from their 
abductors.

“This was confirmed by 
the Lay President Methodist 
Church Nigeria, Sir Ifeanyi 
Okechukw.”

 “The prelate is currently 
in a church giving praises 
to God.  Details coming 
soon,” the statement said.”

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
in statement by his Chief  

…Orders, he remains in EFCC custody
until bail conditions are met 

Press Secretary, Onyebuchi 
Ememanka described the re-
lease of  the abducted priests 
as a result of  grace of  God, 
prayers of  the Christian 
community and special ef-
forts of  security agencies in 
Abia State.

He said Umunneochi axis 
of  Abia shared  boundaries 
with four States of  Imo, An-
ambra, Enugu and Ebonyi 
from where criminals attack 
innocent persons.

Ikpeazu further said that 
after carrying out their at-
tacks, the bandits also escape 
through any of  the terrible 
boundary communities.

Meanwhile, a church 
source told News Echo in 
Umuahia that the freed 
priests had been taken to an 
undisclosed hospital to re-
ceive medical attention as 
they went through humiliat-
ing experience while inside 
their kidnappers’ den.

ernor Hope Uzodimma of  
Imo State, on Monday, met 
with the National Chairman 
of  the APC Sen. Abdullahi 
Adamu.

The closed-door meeting 
lasted three hours at the par-
ty’s secretariat in Abuja, with 
sources close to the party 
Secretariat disclosing that 
although Ekweremadu re-
quested for the governorship 
ticket of  the party in Enugu 
state, but he was told that the 
party had already concluded 
it’s guber primaries where 
Chief  Uche Nnaji, Nwakai-
bie, emerged candidate of  
the party.

It was learned that the 
party told the former deputy 
senate president to join the 
party first with his supporters 
and other positions could be 
worked out for them.

Although Uzodimma dis-
closed after the marathon 
meeting ended that he came 
to see his ‘friend’ for a tete-a-
tete, many believed the meet-
ing was to probably make a 
case for Ekweremadu who 
has already been edged out 
of  PDP political equation in 
Enugu state.

To make the matter worse, 
an Abuja Federal High Court 
had dismissed suits filed by 
Ekweremadu’s acolytes seek-

ple of  the Niger Delta region 
who have long yearned for 
governmental intervention. 

They however said that the 
failure of  contractors to prop-
erly execute projects awarded 
to them from the year 2000 
to 2019 has destroyed lives, 
hopes, and bright futures, 
stunted the economy of  the 
regions, and caused all forms 
of  youth restiveness in the re-
gion. 

 The advocacy groups said 
that all the above-listed nega-
tivities that arose as a result of  
the failure by the contractor 
to execute the awarded con-
tracts would have been avoid-
ed if  the contractors had kept 
to the contractual agreement. 

They said, “However, our 

concerns go beyond cancella-
tion and refund. We demand 
that the Federal Government 
and the NDDC initiate an in-
vestigation as to why they said 
contractors abandoned these 
projects. 

“Prosecution and incarcer-
ation are needed where nec-
essary. The re-awarding of  
those contracts to reputable 
contractors who can further 
execute the contracts for the 
benefit of  the people of  Niger 
Delta is also very important.” 
Abia State NDDC Advo-
cacy Group and FENRAD 
also demand justice for those 
who may have been agonized 
and left in pains as a result of  
abandoned projects in the re-
gion. “

Gunmen chase pupils away 
from Anambra schools

S
ome gunmen, on Tues-
day, invaded some 
schools in Onitsha and 

some parts of  the Idemili 
area of  Anambra State, forc-
ing students out of  the class-
rooms over their failure to 
observe “Biafra Day.”

The gunmen, according 
to Punch, had also invaded 
markets and public places to 
chase people away.

It was gathered that the 
invaders claimed that peo-
ple should abandon their 
businesses and go home in 
observance of  “Biafra Day.”

The South-East region 
commemorates Biafra Day 
on every May 30 but this 
year’s edition coincided with 
the weekly sit-at-home which 
was observed on Monday.

This is despite several 

warnings by the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra to enforcers 
of  the weekly sit-at-home 
order to desist from such. 
The sit-at-home was initially 
announced by the group but 
later cancelled.

IPOB had on several occa-
sions threatened to deal with 
enforcers of  every Monday 
sit-at-home but this had con-
tinued regardless.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, 
residents were already con-
templating on the extension 
of  the sit-at-home as some 
remained indoors while 
others, who already stepped 
out, were returning home.

The report added that 
there were heavy shootings 
between security agencies 
and the gunmen in the Ide-
mili area of  the state.

ing the notification of  the 
delegates congress. 

The the move by the sen-
ator to join APC was com-
ing hours after Enugu State 
Chairman of  the APC, Ugo-
chukwu Agballah, rejected 
pleas by Ekweremadu to pick 
the governorship ticket of  the 
party.

Agballah had described the 
lawmaker’s demand as “re-
pugnant” and antithetical to 
the Electoral Act.

The APC chairman further 
warned that the party would 
not give Ekweremadu the 
governorship ticket because 
the ticket was already won 
by Chief  Nnaji, a political 
grandmaster who had made 
many governors across Ni-
geria.  Members of  the party 
are upbeat about the APC 
flagbearer, Nnaji as they said 
he is not a strange-bedfellow 
with politics. 

They said he has been a 
political grand master, but 
who had preferred to work 
behind the scene. Recall that 
in 1999, he won the senatori-
al seat for Enugu East under 
his former party, the Alliance 
for Democracy (AD), but as 
a good party man, he stepped 
down for the former Anam-
bra State Governor, Chief  
Jim Nwobodo.  



News

Ex-Governor Ugwuanyi’s aide, Nwobodo
emerges Accord Party guber candidate in Enugu 
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From Chuma Austin, Enugu 

F
ormer Special Aide 
to Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi on Pub-

lic Complaints and Ethics, 
Dr John Nwobodo, has 
emerged as the Accord Party 
(AP) flag-bearer for 2023 gu-
bernatorial election in Enu-
gu State. 

Dr Nwobodo who 
emerged as a sole candidate 
of  AP during the party’s pri-
mary held at Owerri Hall in 
Enugu on Tuesday, said in 
his acceptance speech that 
he was overwhelmed by the 
implicit trust and the confer-
ence reposed in him. 

According to him, “This 
day has been predestined 

President Muhammadu Buhari, APC governors, and others posing for a group photograph at the State House in Abuja 
on May 31, 2022.

Ikpeazu blasts Abia PDP members for 
quitting party, says they are insatiable

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
s more big politicians 
of  PDP extraction 
have continued to 

leave the party in droves in 
Abia State, Governor Okez-
ie Ikpeazu has faulted their 
refusal to remain loyal to the 
party.

He also described their 
actions as “insatiability and 
jumpology of  human be-
ings.”

Ikpeazu stated these in 
Abuja during the just-con-
cluded PDP presidential pri-
maries, which was won by 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar.

He argued that the defected 
members should have stayed 
back to work for the success 
and general interest of  their 
party, than jumping to other 
political alternatives.

According to Ikpeazu, 
“The current situation where 
some members of  our party 
in Abia State are leaving the 
party because they didn’t suc-
ceed in getting tickets to run 
election this time speaks to 
the characteristic insatiabili-
ty and jumpology of  human 
beings.

“These are people who 
have risen to the topmost ech-
elon of  our political system 
courtesy of  the PDP. Some of  
these people have held elec-
tive positions for 20 years and 
above. Then, the PDP was a 
great party. These people rose 
to the echelon of  their ambi-
tions at the expense of  others 
in the party whose ambitions 
were either truncated or de-
layed.”

He went on, “Simply be-
cause the party this time chose 
to give opportunities to other 
people in the finest traditions 
of  participatory democracy 
and asked these ones to allow 
others have a taste of  elective 
leadership, they left the party 
and suddenly remembered 
that the party that has given 
them the best for several years 
is no longer good.”

 “So the party is good as 
long as their personal ambi-
tions are given preference? 
Good luck to them. As for 
me, I will remain in the PDP. 
Why would I leave a party 
that gave me the opportunity 
to be a Governor?”

 “In this National Conven-
tion, while i have my clear 
preference, if  things don’t go 
our way, i will accept the re-
sult and work with the party 
for the general elections. I am 
a core party man and what 
should be uppermost in the 
minds of  all our members 
should be how to ensure vic-
tory for our party in the gen-
eral elections next year, irre-
spective of  who the candidate 
is”.

Ikpeazu reiterated the need 
for unity and total loyalty to 
the PDP in Abia and other 
States of  the federation.

But one of  the top shots 
of  Abia PDP, Chief  Ginger 
Onwusibe has labeled PDP 
as an umbrella that does not 
protect its owner.

Onwusibe, who made this 
lamentation at Dr Alex Otti’s 
Arise office in Umuahia dur-
ing his defection to Labour 
Party, said he spent many 
years in PDP but got no ap-
preciation for his contribu-
tions and selfless services to 
the people and party.

According to the grassroots 
politician, “ Labour Party will 
take over Abia State in 2023. 
I have moved in with my sup-
porters, no going back. “Said 
Ginger.

He further urged Abians to 
join Dr Alex Otti in Labour 
Party to liberate Abia, even as 
he promised that his exit from 
PDP would be felt by the um-
brella party during elections.

Since the Governor alleg-
edly made Prof  Uche Ikonne 
his preferred choice even be-
fore the PDP guber prima-
ries, many top party members 
have left PDP to other parties 
to realise their ambitions.

Among those that have 
left so far are Prof. Greg Ibe, 
the APGA guber candidate, 

Anambra Govt assures speedy dispensation 
of justice – Attorney General
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

A
nambra State Attor-
ney General, Prof. 
Sylvia Chika Ifemeje, 

has guaranteed ‘Ndi Anam-
bra’ that the current admin-
istration will not leave any 
stone unturned in its quest 
to allow victims of  sexual 
gender-based violence access 
justice.

Prof. Ifemeje gave the as-
surance in her office when a 
combined-team of  Violence 
against Persons Prohibition 
(VAPP) Implementation Co-
ordinating Committee, An-
ambra State Child’s Rights 
Implementation Committee 
(ASCRIC), Legal Aid Com-
mittee and Anambra State 
Child Protection Network 

(CPN) recently paid her a 
courtesy call.

News Echo reports that the 
group was established by the 
Anambra state government 
with support of  UNICEF 
and Rule of  Law and An-
ti-Corruption (RoLAC), 
intervenes and protects all 
persons especially children, 
women, People Living with 
Disabilities (PLWD) and all 
vulnerable persons from all 
forms of  abuses, sexual and 
gender-based violence.

Attorney General stressed 
the need to have a support 
budget for prosecution, while 
promising to always support 
the group with transportation 
logistics for intervening in 
cases, even as she urged the 
group to inform the ministry 

to mark the beginning of  a 
journey that will usher in the 
Accord Party as the party in 
power in Enugu State effec-
tive 29th May, 2023”

His statement further reads 
in parts:

“I wish to dedicate this vic-
tory to the downtrodden, the 
poor masses, the peasants, the 
artisans, the market women 

and men, the street beggars, 
the rural people in the fringes 
and borders of  Enugu State, 
the urban dwellers and indeed 
to all the people of  Enugu 
State both at home and in Di-
aspora

“I stand on this ground 
to declare that salvation has 
come to Enugu State. With-
out equivocation, Enugu 
State is in dire need of  trans-
formational leadership.  The 
waiting is over, the opportuni-
ty is here 

“ My motivation to contest 
the governorship is captured 
in the question: has anything 
changed? The answer simply 
that nothing has changed. 

“Should we not do some-
thing since nothing has 
changed? In my write up 
tagged 1999-2022:  23 years 
on, has anything seriously 
changed? I stated thus: ‘We 
are still where we were 23 
years ago. In fact, we were 

better off  in some aspects 23 
years ago than we are today 

“I am seriously disturbed 
by the hardship biting our 
citizens; food prices and 
consumer good continue to 
soar higher and beyond the 
reach of  the poor, the cost 
of  transportation has gone 
up, citizens are  burdened 
by so much bills with about 
90 percent of  individual’s in-
come being channelled into 
payment of  sundry rates and 
bills such as house rent, water 
rate, electricity bills, business 
premises permit, sanitation 
and environment levies, secu-
rity levies and diverse extor-
tion by government constitut-
ed traffic authorities. 

“There are fallen standards 
in education, health, civil and 
public services; morals, val-
ues and ethics are completely 
eroded; our roads are death 
traps and public infrastructure 
are dilapidated 

“Unemployment is the or-
der of  the day with the youths 
and women being the worst 
hit. Our civil servants instead 
of  retiring to deserving rest re-
tire to abandonment., neglect 
and penury due to owed gra-
tuities and pensions. 

“Therefore, fighting hard-
ship, hunger, poverty and dis-
eases will be a major focus of  
an Accord Party’s administra-
tion. We represent a change 
for the total development of  
the man and society. 

“We are going to run a 
government that is a bur-
den-bearer or burden sharer; a 
government that will serve as 
citizens’ shock-absorber. Pov-
erty persists because wealth is 
concentrated in the hands of  
few plutocrats. We are com-
ing to redistribute wealth and 
promote inclusive governance 
as has never been witnessed 
before.”

in time. She, who disclosed 
that the state was concluding 
plans to begin virtual hear-
ing, noted that such a gesture 
would help the speedy dispen-
sation of  justice especially for 
SGBV victims, while canvass-
ing for special courts to han-
dle such cases.

The commissioner of  jus-
tice said the ministry would 
provide sexual offenders’ reg-
ister for perpetrators, adding 
that she would liase with staff  
of  the directorate of  public 
prosecution (DPP) to hasten 
the processes of  SGBV mat-
ters. Earlier, the team leader 
and VAPP coordinator, Hope 
Nkiruka Okoye, identified 
priority issues and challenges 
militating against the quality 
response of  child protection 

and gender-based violence in 
the State in the discharge of  
the committee’s work, which, 
according to her, deprive chil-
dren, women, People Living 
with Disabilities (PLWD) 
and other vulnerable persons 
access to required justice.

Okoye identified delay in 
justice process/justice deliv-
ery for SGBV cases, financial 
challenges for logistics, lack 
of  logistic supports for bring-
ing police witnesses, unwill-
ingness of  some prosecutors 
to get justice for the victims of  
SGBV, frustration by police, 
poverty and pressure, lack of  
correctional home for chil-
dren in conflict with the law 
(child offenders), lack of  data 
for SGBV culprits, among 
others, as challenges facing 
the committee. 

... We have no regrets leaving your
party - Ginger replies him

Engr. Enyinnaya Nana Nwa-
for, Senator Enyinnaya Abar-
ibe, Chief  Ginger Onwusibe, 
among others.

Another top shot, Chief  
Ncheta Omerekpe is also ru-
moured to be heading to an-
other party.

Meanwhile, Abia Depu-
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Editorial

ast month, Operatives of the LEconomic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

arrested the serving Accountant 
General of the Federation (AGF), 
Ahmed Idris, in connection with 
diversion of  funds and money 
laundering activities to the tune of 
N80 billion.

The said he was arrested in Kano 
State and was immediately moved to 
Abuja by night. EFCC spokesperson, 
Wilson Uwujaren, confirmed the 
arrest in a statement, he issued   

“Operatives of the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission, 
EFCC, on Monday, May 16, 2022 
arrested serving Accountant General 
of the Federation, Mr. Ahmed Idris in 
connection with diversion of funds 
and money laundering activities to the 
tune of N80billion( Eighty Billion 
Naira only).

“The Commission's verified 
intelligence showed that the AGF 
raked off the funds through bogus 
consultancies and other illegal 
activities using proxies, family 
members and close associates.

“The funds  were  laundered 
through real estate investments in 
Kano and Abuja.

“Mr Idris was arrested after failing 
to honour invitations by the EFCC to 
respond to issues connected to the 
fraudulent acts.”

It could be recalled that President 
Muhammed Buhari,  appointed 
Ahmed Idris, Accountant-General on 
June 25, 2015. The position became 
vacant at the time after the former 
Accountant General, Jonah Otunla, 
left office on June 12, 2015.

President Buhari reappointed Idris 
for a second four-year term in June 
2019, amid criticisms from labour 
groups who said the Accountant-
General should retire after hitting 60 
years.

Ahmed Idris, a native of Kano 
State, North-west Nigeria, was born 
on November 25, 1960, and was until 
his appointment in 2015 the Director 
of Finance and Accounts, Federal 
M i n i s t r y  o f  M i n e s  a n d  S t e e l 
Development.

The AGF should have retired more 

than a year ago as a civil servant, “but 
when he clocked 60, the President's 
men caused an extension. Now see the 
result of an illegal extension. It was 
the same time the tenure of Corps 
Marshal of the Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC) was extended too by the 
President against public service rule.”

It could be recalled that, few years 
ago, probably 2017, when the case of a 
controversial recall of  fugitive 
Abdulrasheed Maina to the Nigerian 
Federal Civil Service was allegedly 
masterminded by some close aides of 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
caused chaos in the country. 

It was said that Abdulrasheed 
Maina, was dismissed for absconding 
from office on February 21, 2013, and 
the EFCC only secured a court order 
for his arrest two years later, on 
October 27, 2015.

It was said that two days after the 
Head of Service forwarded the letter 
that emanated from the Ministry of 
Interior, in obedience to one that came 
from the Ministry of Justice; The 
FCSC at  i t s  meet ing  he ld  on 
Wednesday 16th August,  2017 
considered the letter” from the AGF 
and the recommendation of  the 
Interior Ministry.

The FCSC according to reports, 
t h e r e a f t e r ,  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
reinstatement of the officer into the 
service with effect from 21st February 
2013 (being the date he was earlier 
dismissed from service).”

Then, the FCSC further approved 
for Abdulrasheed Maina, to sit for the 
next promotion examination to the 
Post of Director (Administration), 
SGL.17. And, this specked off further 
crises in the country.

We therefore urge the government 
to take decisive action on public 
servants both appointed and career 
officers who shortchange the good 
intension of  the government by 
bending and distorting Public Service 
rules for selfish interest translating 
into criminal activities.

Furthermore, Public Servants 
should allow good conduct and 
morality to over-ride their conscience 
especially during their service life to 
the nation.

Huge cost of bending
the 'Public Service Rule'
to favour associates 
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By Iduh Matthew

F
or a long time, the polit-
ical environment in Ni-
geria has featured severe 
contestations among the 

country’s diverse ethnic groups. 
This legacy of  contestations has 
created a multi-layered and mul-
ti-faceted political structure that is 
peculiar to Nigeria. 

In Nigeria, politics is inter-
spersed by ethnicity, making it 
a collective means to rights and 
ownership. The Nigerian feder-
ation remains sloppy, contested 
and conflict-infected; from inde-
pendence in 1960, Nigeria has 
been struggling to survive not 
only in managing society but also 
in improving the socio-economic 
conditions of  the people. Nige-
ria’s political landscape has been 
inundated with military interven-
tions and unhealthy inter-ethnic 
competition. To a large extent, 
these incidents have shaped how 
we can understand the different 
forms and dynamics of  politics 
in Nigeria today. They have also 
influenced democratic practices, 
the degree of  peace and tranquil-
lity and Nigeria’s development 
trajectory. Consequently, the texts 
in this reading list, attempt to ex-
pand on how Nigerian politics 
arrived at what it is today and 
what the old politician want from 
the presidency and other politi-
cal positions that they can’t allow 
younger politicians.

The transition to the Fourth Re-
public in 1999 served as a turning 
point in Nigeria’s politics. So far, 
it has been the longest period of  
democratic governance in Nige-
ria, and one that has seen Nige-
ria’s political landscape transition 
from an embryonic state towards 
maturity. Many have argued that 
the long periods of  military dicta-
torship that preceded the Fourth 
Republic undermined democrat-
ic practices in Nigeria, hindering 
the country from achieving the 
dividends of  democracy even af-
ter 1999. This argument has some 
merit, as not only did military 
rule truncate Nigeria’s political 
development, it also stunted the 
organic growth of  Nigerian soci-
ety. Some of  the incidents that oc-
curred under military rule in Ni-
geria, include the 1966 coup d’état 
and counter-coups that eventually 
led to the civil war, the uprooting 
of  civil practices, the introduction 
of  ill-suited policies, and the an-
nulment of  the June 12 general 
elections in 1993. After about ten 
years of  military rule, the elec-
tions of  June 12, 1993 were high-
ly anticipated. The then-military 
head, General Babangida, over-
saw the elections, which were to 
produce a democratically elected 
president. However, the 1993 elec-
tions were among the most con-
troversial elections in Nigeria’s 
history. After MKO emerged win-

ner, the Babangida administration 
annulled the elections. However, 
given the outpour of  support for 
MKO under the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SDP) from across the 
states, it was considered the most 
free and fair elections in the histo-
ry of  the country. The annulment 
ultimately led to a political crisis 
during which General Sani Aba-
cha seized power.

There have been attempts by 
political scientists and historians 
to explain the events surrounding 
the annulment of  the 1993 elec-
tions. Some believe that the mili-
tary never intended to hand over 
power to MKO. Moreover, it is a 
widely held view that the military 
undermined MKO’s popularity . 
Humphrey Nwosu, in his capacity 
as the Chairman of  the Nation-
al Election Commission (NEC), 
gives a first-hand assessment of  
the 1993 elections. His contribu-
tion helps us see through the most 
important institution involved in 
the June 12 elections.

Despite the merits in blaming the 
military, it is also possible to argue 
that the civilian-led Fourth Repub-
lic has also failed to improve the 
living standards of  average Nigeri-
ans. Bridled with unemployment, 
inflation and corruption, Nigeria 
is presently one of  the world’s 
most impoverished countries. It 
is further plagued with insecurity 
in the forms of  terrorism, kidnap-
ping, armed robbery and violent 
conflicts. In the political sphere, 
election fraud and gross indisci-
pline are pervasive. Moreover, the 
presence of  incompetent, unpatri-
otic and corrupt leaders has hin-
dered the development of  politics 
in Nigeria. It is fair to argue that 
the rise of  ethnic idiosyncrasies 
and religious fundamentalism in 
the 1980s cemented the trajectory 
of  politics in Nigeria leading up to 
the present dispensation.

Nigeria has a large, multi-ethnic 
and multi-religious population. 
Mismanagement of  this diversi-
ty, without a doubt, has limited 
Nigeria’s ability to foster harmo-
nious development. Since inde-
pendence, the political scene has 
been replete with ethnic rivalry, 
such as between the Hausa people 
and non-Hausa people located in 
Southern Kaduna, or in Plateau 
State between the Berom, Hausa 
and Fulani, and between the It-
sekiri, Ijaw and Urhobo of  Del-
ta State. The political scene has 
also featured religion-motivated 
conflicts such as the controversial 
shari’a debate, which has been 
going on since the 70s, and the 
2000 shari’a crisis that occurred 
in many states of  northern Nige-
ria. Beyond the foregoing context, 
Umaru assesses incidents of  mar-
ginalization in Nigerian politics, 
focusing, for instance, on the dis-
parities in infrastructural devel-
opments between northern and 
southern states.

The 1990s were interesting 
times in Nigerian history. In 1993, 
under the leadership of  General 
Ibrahim Babangida, the military 
annulled the presidential elections 
and arrested its winner, Moshood 
(MKO) Abiola. Not long after the 
‘June 12’ annulment, were the rise 
of  General Sanni Abacha, and the 
arrests and/or killings of  activists 
such as Kudirat Abiola. Despite 
the tyranny and violence that per-
vaded this period, there were Ni-
gerians who stood and challenged 
the system. One of  such people 
is M.D. Yusufu, a then-presiden-
tial aspirant under the Grassroots 
Democratic Movement (GDM).

In 1995, military government of  
General Abacha set up a transition 
programme designed to produce 
the next civilian leader. However, 
Abacha dominated the transition 
process, and positioned himself  
to become the civilian leader from 
08 June 1998. Even though Aba-
cha did not formally express his 
intentions, four out of  five polit-
ical parties had adopted him as 
their presidential candidate with 
the exception of  GMD. This is 
because one of  GMD’s aspirants 
refused to forfeit his candidature. 
M.D. Yusufu adopted legal and 
constitutional steps to challenge 
Abacha.  The book is a collection 
of  speeches delivered by Yusufu 
from 1997, during the political de-
bacle, to 2010.

What better way to understand 
a chain of  events than from those 
who played an active role in en-
gineering those events? Chief  
Obafemi Awolowo, Dr Nnamdi 
Azikwe and Chief  Anthony Ena-
horo were every Nigerian poli-
tician’s forebears. They champi-
oned the decolonization process 
and challenged the status quo by 
demanding an end to colonial rule. 
They headed key positions and, 
with the exception of  Enahoro, 
contested for the highest position 
in the country. There is no doubt 
that the objectivity of  these auto-
biographies can be questioned for 
autobiographies can be self-serv-
ing and highly subjective. The 
works of  Awolowo and Azikwe 
especially have been highly criti-
cized for being contradictory. One 

such criticism could be of  their 
ideological dissonance whereby 
each leader preached socialist 
principles but were themselves 
staunch capitalists. Nevertheless, 
these autobiographies shed light 
on the visions of  these leaders, the 
foundations they built and their 
contributions to Nigerian politics 
complicated as they were.

Admit it, Nigeria’s politics 
is very entertaining and fun to 
watch. Yes, Nigeria is the poverty 
capital of  the world but so what? 
The same Nigeria is very rich in 
what my kids like to call shenan-
igans. It is also extremely blessed 
with politicians who have elevated 
things like defections, skuldug-
gery, political ‘tackling’ and plot-
ting to high entertainment. Im-
agine being the poverty capital of  
the world and having very boring 
politics at the same time. We must 
learn to count our blessings.

The only problem is when you 
start to look at the politicians and 
politics in other countries that Ni-
geria is frequently compared with 
and then it dawns on you that 
Nigeria’s very richly entertaining 
politics has quite a lot of  hidden 
costs. Yet, the focus on political 
dramatics helps politicians detract 
from how utterly abysmal their 
performance in office is. After all, 
when you see a politician confi-
dently promising to cut his polit-
ical godson down to size at the 
coming elections, you are likely to 
forget that the same politician was 
comprehensively defeated by pov-
erty when he was in office.

But things are happening else-
where. A recent story in the UK 
Guardian jumped out at me on ac-
count of  the headline which read, 
“Five years ago there was noth-
ing.” It was a story about a town 
called Duqm in Oman which has 
been transformed from a fishing 
village to an industrial town with 
a port, luxury hotels and hous-
ing for more than 100,000 peo-
ple. But if  you say Oman is an oil 
rich country, how about India? In 
2014, only 43% of  households in 
the country had toilets. By this 
year, the total had more than 
doubled to 89% after the building 
of  almost 80 million toilets. In 

August 2015, the same India an-
nounced a $2.5bn plan to connect 
all 597,464 inhabited villages in 
the country to the electricity grid. 
In April 2018, it announced that 
the project had been completed. 
Whatever the quirks of  how the 
statistics are measured, there can 
be no doubt that the country has 
achieved something remarkable in 
3 years.

Economic stagnation or regres-
sion is bad enough. But there’s an 
arguably more damaging effect. 
When people can’t see develop-
ment – physical development 
– the effect is to lower standards 
across the country. After all, what 
can a people who have never seen 
big changes or rapid economic 
growth be reasonably expected to 
demand from their leaders? What 
the eye does not see, the heart does 
not ache about. In that sense, Ni-
gerian politicians are the luckiest 
in the world. They are like bullet 
proof  – no matter what they do, it 
is never the voters who will punish 
them. How is it that no one has 
taken any blame or punishment 
for the economic disaster of  2016? 
Instead what you find is that the 
government’s propaganda has 
been quite effective and is repeat-
ed ad nauseam by its supporters. 

It is important for those who 
have access to keep reminding 
those who don’t that there is a lot 
going on elsewhere in the world. 
Whatever a country is doing to-
day will likely play a big role in 
how that country turns out 40 
years from now. And if  you’re not 
solving problems, you’re likely to 
get to 2058 and meet the same 
problems of  poverty, electricity 
and insecurity in the future. They 
don’t just go away because you 
ignore them. There is a lot more 
to politics than what Nigerian pol-
iticians are currently delivering. 
Politics can be a very noble thing 
and a mechanism by which coun-
tries are transformed for the better. 
It is not a TV show designed to 
elicit laughs from the population, 
contrary to what Nigerian politi-
cians will have you believe. There 
is no other lever or mechanism 
available in a democracy to make 
change happen other than politics.

The 2023 elections are almost 
upon us. It is unlikely that the po-
litical entertainment will reduce. 
There will be ‘tackling’ and ‘plot-
ting’ and more defections by polit-
ical entrepreneurs who lose out in 
the forthcoming party primaries. 
Some might even remain in their 
parties and do ‘anti-party’ just to 
register their displeasure at being 
denied the chance to serve their 
country faithfully. 

But none of  all this will mean 
that the Lagos light rail, which 
started since 2008, will be com-
pleted before 2023. Nigerian pol-
itics is fun to watch and rich in 
entertainment but it is not cheap. 
The cost is in all the things it does 
not do.

Presidential bid: Nigerians in deep 
obsession for political power

“
It is important for those who have access to keep reminding 
those who don’t that there is a lot going on elsewhere in the 
world. Whatever a country is doing today will likely play

 a big role in how that country turns out 40 years from now.
 And if you’re not solving problems, you’re likely to get to 
2058 and meet the same problems of poverty, electricity 

and insecurity in the future. They don’t just go away
 because you ignore them. There is a lot more to politics
 than what Nigerian politicians are currently delivering.
 Politics can be a very noble thing and a mechanism by 
which countries are transformed for the better. It is not

 a TV show designed to elicit laughs from the population, 
contrary to what Nigerian politicians will have you believe. 

There is no other lever or mechanism available in a 
democracy to make change happen other than politics
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Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof

Magnetic Fields

1. Suppose that a proton moves 
perpendicularly through a magnetic 
field at a speed of  5*103ms. If  this 
proton experiences a magnetic force 
of  1.2*10*18N, what is the strength 
of  the magnetic field?
e=+1.6*10*19C.

Explanation: 
To solve this question, we need to 
relate the speed and charge of  the 
particle with the magnetic force it 
experiences in order to solve for the 
magnetic field strength. Thus, we'll 
need to use the following equation:

FB=qvBsin(θ)
Also, we are told that the particle is 
moving perpendicularly to the 
magnetic field.

θ=90o
sin(90o)=1
FB=qvB
Rearrange to solve for the magnetic 
field, then plug in known values and 
solve.
B=FBqv
B=1.2*10*18N(1.6*10*19C)(5*103
ms)
B=1.5*10-3N.sC.m

2. Suppose that a positively charged 
particle with charge q moves in a 
circular path of  radius r in a 
constant magnetic field of  strength 
B. If  the magnetic field strength is 
doubled to 2B, what effect does this 
have on the radius of  the circular 
path that this charge takes?

Explanation: 
To answer this question, we need to 

realize that the particle is moving in a 
circular path because of  some sort of  
centripetal force. Since the charge is 
moving while within a constant 
magnetic field, we can conclude that 
it is the magnetic force that is 
responsible for the centripetal force 
that keeps this charge moving in a 
circle. Thus, we need to relate the 
centripetal force to the magnetic 
force.
Fc=FB
mv2r=qvB
mvr=qB
r=mvqB
The above equation shows us that the 
radius of  the circular path is directly 
proportional to the mass and velocity 
of  the particle, and inversely 
proportional to the charge of  the 
particle and the magnetic field 
strength. Thus, if  the value of  the 
magnetic field is doubled, the above 
equation predicts that the value of  the 
radius would be cut in half.

3. There is a loop with a radius of  
0.03m and a current of  0.25A. 
Determine the magnitude of  the 
magnetic field at the center of  the 
loop.

Explanation: 
Using the Biot-Savart law:

B=μ04π*2πR2I(z2+R2)(3/2)
Where R is the radius of  the loop
I is the current
z is the distance from the center of  the 
loop

μ0=4π*10-7T.mA
Plugging in values:

B=4π*10-
74π*2π*.032*.250(02+.032)(3/2)
B=5.24 * 10^-6T

4. A circular circuit is powered by a 
9V battery. How will the magnetic 
field change if  the battery is 
removed and placed in the opposite 
direction?
Reversing the battery will reverse the 
direction of  the current. Using the 
right hand rule, it can be seen that 
this will also reverse the direction of  
the magnetic field. Since the 
magnitude of  the current stays the 
same, the magnitude of  the 
magnetic field will as well.
An infinitely long wire carries a 
current of  3A determine the 
magnitude of  the magnetic field 
1.5cm away.

Explanation: 
Magnetic field of  an infinitely long 
wire:

B=μ0*I2π*r

Where μ0=4*π*10-7T*mA
Plugging in values:
B=4*10*7*32π*.015
B=1.27*10-5T

5. A circuit contains a 60V battery 

and a 20Ω resistor in series. 
Determine the magnitude of  the 
magnetic field outside of  the loop 
2mm away from the wire.

Explanation: 
Using

B=μ0*I2π*r
Converting mm to m and plugging in 
values;
B=4π*10-7*I2π*.002
Determining current:
V=IR
60=I*20
I=3A
B=4π*10-7*32π*.002

B=.00 0
3T

6. How strong would a 
magnetic field need to be in order to 
make a particle with a mass of  4.10-

11kg and a charge of  8nC move in a 
circular path with a speed of  400ms 
and a radius of  0.5m?

Explanation: 
For this question, we are being 
asked to determine the magnetic 
field necessary to make a particle of  
a given mass and charge to move in 
a circular path with a given speed 
and radius.
To begin with, we can realize that 
the particle will be moving in a 
circular path. Thus, there is going to 
be a centripetal force associated 
with this circular motion. Moreover, 
because we know the particle will be 
present in a magnetic field, we can 
infer that the magnetic force will be 
the source of  the centripetal force. 
Thus, we can start by writing out the 
expression for each of  these forces, 
and then setting them equal to one 
another.
FB=qvB
Fc=mv2r
qvB=mv2r
Rearranging the above expression to 
isolate the term for magnetic field, 
we arrive at the following 
expression; 
B=mv2qvr=mvqr
Now, we can plug in the values 
given to us in the question stem to 
solve for the magnetic field strength.
B=(4.10-11kg)(400ms)(8.10-9C)(0.5m)
B=4T

Problems and solutions

Identify the missing word in 'I was in United Kingdom last week.'

his is supposed to be a Tvery simple exercise. 
Indeed, a revision as far 

as some of  the concepts we have 
t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  a r e 
concerned. So, quickly identify 
the missing word in: I was in 
United Kingdom last week. 

Well, let me deepen the 
challenge by giving you two 
more clauses in which the same 
element is missing: 

I  s e r ve d  t h e  c o m p a n y 
diligently when I was in United 
States. 

We visited River Nile when 
we travelled to Egypt.

Can you now identify the 
missing word based on the 
pat ter n  of  the  c lauses  or 

sentences? You should be able to 
– unless you are used to making 
the mistake inherent in them. 
Anyway, the missing word is 
article 'the'. 

In the English Language, we 
have three articles – a, an and 
the. You should know the 
primary use of  each, with the 
first two often preceding nouns 
and other elements whose 
identities are unknown to the 
reader or listener, while 'the' 
indicates that the writer and the 
reader (or speaker and listener) 
already know the object being 
referred to. But beyond being 
u s e d  i n  s u c h  a  d e f i n i t e 
circumstance ('a' and 'an' are 
indefinite articles), 'the' is used  
with countries that have states, 
kingdom and republic in their 
names. That is why we have the 

United Kingdom, the United 
S t a t e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b 
Emirates, the Republic of  Benin, 
the Central African Republic 
and the Czech Republic. You 
should normally not leave out 
the definite article especially in 
the context under consideration. 
In other words, the term missing 
in the given clauses is 'the': 

I was in United Kingdom last 
week. (Wrong) 

I was in the United Kingdom 
last week. (Wrong) 

I was in UK last week. 
(Wrong) 

I was in the UK last week. 
(Correct) 

I  s e r ve d  t h e  c o m p a n y 
diligently when I was in United 
States. (Wrong) 

I  s e r ve d  t h e  c o m p a n y 
diligently when I was in the 

United States. 
I  s e r ve d  t h e  c o m p a n y 

diligently when I was in US. 
(Wrong) 

I  s e r ve d  t h e  c o m p a n y 
diligently when I was in the US. 
(Correct)

The other statement about 
visiting 'River Nile' is also faulty 
due to the absence of  the same 
'the'. The reason is that proper 
nouns  such as  r ivers  and 
mountains also attract the 
a r t i c l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s u c h 
geographical entities with plural 
names. These include the Pacific 
Islands, the Great Lakes and the 
Smoky Mountains: 

I saw a river when we visited 
Egypt. (Correct, just a river, not a 
particular one.) 

I saw River Nile when we 
visited Egypt. (Wrong) 

I saw the River Nile when we 
visited Egypt. (Correct) 

Is it true that Mungo Park 
d i s c ove r e d  R i ve r  N i g e r ? 
(Wrong) 

Is it true that Mungo Park 
discovered the River Niger? 
(Correct). 

They have interest in Great 
Lakes. (Wrong) 

They have interest in the 
Great Lakes. 

Lastly, don't forget that 'the' 
is required when using 'late' to 
refer to a dead person: 

Former Governor of  Oyo 
State, late Abiola Ajimobi, was 
honoured at the event. (Wrong) 

Former Governor of  Oyo 
State, the late Abiola Ajimobi, 
was honoured at the event. 
(Correct). 

By Akeem Lasisi
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he Proprietor of  Tt h e  u p c o m i n g 
Sports University 

of  Nigeria in  Idumuje-
Ugboko , Prince (Dr) Ned 
Nwoko, is confident that 
the  execut ion  o f  the 
project will provide a 
watershed in the sporting 
f o r t u n e s  o f  s o m e 
developing countries in 
order to bring competitive 
parity in global sports.

H e  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
identified Nigeria as an 
epicentre for deploying the 
institution's innovative 
approaches; rooted in the 
modus-operandi of  the 
t r a i l - b l a z i n g  S p o r t s 
University, as against the 
hither to unproductive 
methods,  from which 
Nigeria could boast only 
three gold medals from 
m o r e  t h a n  a  d o z e n 
Olympics appearances.

The Proprietor who 
doubles as the institution's 
Pro-Chancellor, Nwoko 
n o t e d   i n  a  m i s s i o n 
statement,  that the Sports 
University of  Nigeria will 
amongst others 'provide 
e d u c a t i o n  i n  s p o r t s 
s e r v i c e s :  s c i e n c e ; 
medicine; management; 
engineering;  physical 
education; humanities and 
social science, as well as to 

h e  J o i n t TAdmissions and 
M a t r i c u l a t io ns 

Board (JAMB) will screen 
s o m e  2 0 2 2  U n i f i e d 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination (UTME) 
results.

The board's weekly 
b u l l e t i n  n o t e d  t h a t 
1,761,338 candidates 
registered for the exercise.

The 2022 UTME was 
conducted across the 
country from Friday, May 
6 to Friday, May 13.

A total of  1,707,626 
sat for the examination 
with 1,671,203 results 
released so far.

The update said 69 
results are withheld and 
27,105 undergoing further 
s c r e e n i n g ;  1 , 7 8 3 

candidates with biometric 
cha l lenges  are  be ing 
investigated.

However, the 2022 
U T M E  f o r  f o r e i g n 
candidates took place on 
Saturday.

The centres were in 
A c c r a ,  G h a n a ; 
Johannesburg,  South 
Africa; Buea, Cameroon; 
Abidjan, Cote d' Ivoire; 
Cotonou, Benin Republic.

The UTME in Berlin, 
G e r m a n y ;  L o n d o n , 
United Kingdom; Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia; New York, 
United States will be held 
in due course.

The examination was 
designed for candidates 
who indicated interest to 
attend Nigerian tertiary 
institutions.

 p o s t d o c t o r a l 

Aresearch fellow at 
the Michael Smith 

Laboratories, Department 
o f  Microbio log y  and 
Immunology, University 
o f  Br i t i sh  Columbia , 
Canada, Dr Olumuyiwa 
I g b a l a j o b i ,  h a s  s a i d 
Nigeria will continue to lag 
b e h i n d  w i t h o u t  t h e 
inclusion of  innovation, 
science, and technology in 
its system. 

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n 
interview, Igbalajobi said 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e 
education sector in Nigeria 
had been underfunded, 
a d d i n g  b a s i c 
infrastructures needed for 
s tudents  to car ry out 
innovative research were 
not available to access in 
m o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n 
Nigeria. 

Igbalajobi who runs 
Scholarsh ip  Cafe,  an 
educat iona l  p la t for m 
dedicated to bringing 
men to r ing ,  r ea l - t ime 
scholarship and funding 
opportunities closer to 
underrepresented groups, 
said ''Until we all come to 
the reality that no system 
c a n  s u r v i ve  w i t h o u t 

innovation, science, and 
t e c h n o l o g y,  w e  w i l l 
continue to lag behind. 
“There is an urgent need to 
completely overhaul most 
of  the curriculum in our 
institutions and citadel of  
learning.  “Secondly, an 
introduction and periodic 
training and evaluation of  
academic staff  on teaching 
p e d a g o g y  a s  b e i n g 
practised in developed 
countries would foster 
change in the system. 
Thirdly, the government 
must be sincere in its 
commitment to funding 
the  educat ion sector. 

social problems of  drugs 
a b u s e ,  a n d  o t h e r 
insecurities bedeviling the 
country”

“Ignorance  among 
mothers is the cause of  all 
these problems because 
when you educate a girl it is 
like educating the whole 
society” the Emir stated.

He, however, promised 
to collaborate with all the 
development partners to 
enlighten his communities 
on the importance of  girl 

child education for the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 
country.

Earlier the Chairman, 
Education Development 
Partners, Tasi'u Abubakar 
said the advocacy visit to 
traditional leaders is aimed 
at addressing girl education 
issues in Jigawa State.

He said despite the 
numerous efforts by state 
and non-state actors on girl 
education, there are still 
persistent issues hindering 

girls' enrolment, retention, 
transition and completion 
in schools.

He said some of  the 
persistent issues include, 
Socio-cultural barriers, 
economic barriers, funding 
a n d  r e l e a s e s  a n d 
governance/administrative 
issues.

Ta s i ' u  n o t e d  t h a t 
t radi t ional  r ulers  and 
religious leaders have a 
greater role to play in 
addressing the problem.

he Emir of  Ringim, Tin Jigawa State, 
Abubakar Sayyadi 

Mahmoud has said the 
proper implementation of  
girl child education policy 
would bring a solution to 
Nigeria's problems.

The Emir, represented 
by the Chiroma of  Ringim 
Emirate council and Chief  
C o u n s e l l o r ,  U s m a n 
Sayyadi Mahmoud said 
this when he received 
education development 
par tners in his  off ice, 

Ringim during the week.
He said the importance 

of  girl-child education in 
the  development  of  a 
s o c i e t y  c a n n o t  b e 
overemphasized.

“This Emirate is always 
advocating for education, 
especially for the girl child, 
because we believed it is the 
only solution to the current 

“There is a need to engage 
industries and relevant 
authorities to attract grants 
for sustainable research. 
This must be matched with 
a  r o b u s t  m o n i t o r i n g 
system to ensure the funds 
are spent judiciously. '' 

He explained that 
Scholarship Café would 
become a global platform 
which everyone could 
explore for free and access 
information needed for 
c a r e e r  g r o w t h  a n d 
development.

Igbalajobi said, ''In the 

last two years, we have 

contributed to mentoring 

o v e r  3 0 , 0 0 0  h i g h l y 

qua l i f i ed  prospec t ive 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d 

graduate students and 

applicants for postdoctoral 

p o s i t i o n s  v i a  v i r t u a l 

seminars and webinars, 

review of  application 

p a c k a g e s  s u c h  a s 

c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e , 

s tatement of  pur pose 

resulting in more than 

1 0 , 0 0 0  s u c c e s s f u l 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w o r t h 

$300m.'' 

develop top-level athletes 
through high performance 
training'.

A l s o ,  i t  w i l l  b e 
collaborating with relevant 
authorities globally for 
exchange programmes to 
produce Olympic gold 
medalists, at international 
sports championships and 
world record breakers in 
many areas of  sports”.

Besides churning out 
quality athletes, astute 
spor t s  managers  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t h e 
Nigerian, African and 
global sports fellowship 
stands to harvest plethora 
benefits.

The Sports University 
boasts of  standard global 
s p o r t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s , 
including but not limited 
to a three-floor academic 
building, top-scale art 
library, medical centres, 
Olympic-size swimming 
pool, and standard pitches 
for football, hockey and 
baseball.

Other features include   
f i v e - s t a r  h o t e l , 
administrative blocks, 
lecture halls, canteen, and 
jun ior  s ta f f  quar te r s 
among numerous state of  
the art facilities as well as 
an Olympic  Training 
Centre.

Upcoming Sports University of Nigeria excites Nwoko

2022 UTME: JAMB to
screen 27,105 results

Nigeria lagging behind without innovation,
technology — Microbiologist

Poor girl child education, major
cause of Nigeria's problems
– Jigawa Monarch

Sports University of Nigeria
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h e  F e d e r a t i o n TAccount Allocation 
C o m m i t t e e 

(FAAC) has shared a total 
sum of  N636.602 Billion 
April 2022 Federation 
Account Revenue to the 
Federa l  Gover nment , 
S t a t e s  a n d  L o c a l 
Government Councils.

This was contained in a 
communiqué issued at the 
end of  a virtual meeting of  
the Federation Account 
Allocation Committee 
(FAAC) for May 2022.

The N656.602 billion 
total distributable revenue 
comprised distributable 
s t a t u t o r y  r eve nu e  o f  
N 4 6 1 . 1 8 9  b i l l i o n , 
distributable Value Added 
Tax (VAT) revenue of  
N166.522 billion, the sum 
of  N8.891 billion being 
Excess  Bank Charges 
R e c o v e r e d  a n d 
augmentation of  N20.000 
billion.

In April 2022, the total 
deductions for cost of  
collection was N29.609 
billion and total deductions 
for transfers and refunds 
was N147.651 billion.

The balance in the 
Excess Crude Account 
( E C A )  w a s  $ 3 5 . 3 7 7 
million.

T h e  c o m m u n i q u é 
confirmed that from the 
total distributable revenue 

of  N656.602 billion; the 
Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t 
received N257.611 billion, 
the State Governments 
received N201.256 billion 

he Monetary Policy TCommittee (MPC) of  
the Central Bank of  

Nigeria (CBN) has voted 
unanimously to raise the 
Monetary Policy Rate (MPR) 
to 13 per cent.

CBN Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, announced this on 
Tuesday whi le  br ie f ing 
r e p o r t e r s  a t  t h e  e n d 
committee's meeting at the 
apex bank's headquarters in 
Abuja.

It is the first time in two 

and a half  years that the 
policy-setting committee of  
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i n a n c i a l 
regulator would increase the 
MPR, which measures the 
interest rate.

The MPR is the baseline 
interest rate in an economy 
while every other interest rate 
used within such an economy 
is built on it.

“ T h e  s h a r p  r i s e  i n 
inflation across both the 
advanced and emerging 
m a r k e t  e c o n o m i e s  h a s 

capital f lows away from 
e m e r g i n g  m a r k e t 
economies.”

Emefiele explained that 
at the 285th meeting of  the 
MPC, six out of  the 11 
members of  the committee 
voted to raise the key rate.

According to him, the 
committee also voted to 
r e t a i n  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c 
corridor at +100 and -700 

basis points around the MPR, 
as well as Cash Reserved 
Ratio (CRR) at 27 per cent.

The committee, the CBN 
governor stated, also voted to 
retain all other parameters. 
He advised the various banks 
in the country and the Federal 
Government to redouble 
e f f o r t s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g 
monetary authority.

generated growing concerns 
among central banks as the 
progressive rise in inflation 
driven by rising aggregate 
demands and wage growth 
has put sustainable pressure 
o n  p r i c e  l e ve l s ,”  s a i d 
Emefiele.

“ C o n s e q u e n t ly,  t h e 
major central banks such as 

o r t h e r n  Yo u t h 

NCouncil of  Nigeria 
( N Y C N ) ,  h a s 

th rea tened  to  s top  the 
c a m p a i g n  o f  a n y  I g b o 
presidential candidate in the 
North ahead of  the 2023 
general elections.

The group claimed a 
prominent Igbo group also 
made a similar threat not to 
a l l o w  a n y  N o r t h e r n 
presidential candidate holds 
a rally in any state in the 
South-East.

Isah Abubakar, President 
of  NYCN, made the threat 
on Monday in Kaduna while 
reacting to claims by the Igbo 
socio-political and cultural 
organization, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide opposing 
the candidacy of  Atiku 
A b u b a k a r ,  P e o p l e s 

Democratic Party (PDP), 
presidential flag bearer who 
r e c e n t l y  e m e r g e d  i t s 
presidential candidate in the 
2023 general elections.

Rea c t ing  to  At iku ' s 
v i c t o r y,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t 
explained that Ohanaeze, 
had in a statement through its 
Secretary-General, Mazi 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, said 
t h e  P D P  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate  would  never 
become Nigeria's president.

No Igbo person will be 
allowed to campaign and 
project Atiku's presidential 
agenda in the region, PDP, 
the main opposition political 
party in Nigeria has reduced 
itself  as a Northern party.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
Ohanaeze rejected Atiku's 
candidacy, alleging that his 

e m e r g e n c e  a s  P D P ' s 
candidate was a plot by what 
h e  c a l l e d  “ u n p a t r i o t i c 
Northerners” against the 
Southern part of  the country.

Comrade Isah Abubakar, 
h o w e v e r ,  l a m p o o n e d 
Ohanaeze for attempting to 
stoke mutual hatred, and 
e thn ic  d iv i s ion  among 
Nigerians, by coming out 
openly to condemn the 
transparent process that 
threw up Atiku as PDP's 
flagbearer ahead of  next 
year's presidential election.

He alleged that Ohanaeze 
as a group, has turned itself  
into an agent of  disunity, 
whose stock in trade, he 
added, is to incite Nigerians 
of  varying ethnic, religious 
and political creeds against 
each other.

The President of  the 
group urged South East 
e l d e r s  t o  q u i c k l y  c a l l 
Ohanaeze to order and 
forestall the possibility of  
other regional ethnic groups 
issuing the same kind of  
violent threats to politicians 
from the South East for the 
corporate existence of  the 
country.

He assured that if  they do 
not do the needful, the youths 
in the North may be forced to 
also take drastic action 
a g a i n s t  S o u t h  E a s t 
presidential  candidates, 
saying, “We won't allow 
them to set their foot on our 
l a n d .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e 
consequences will be grave. It 
is time radical and ethnic 
chauvinistic groups like the 
Ohanaeze are cut to size.”

the U.S. Fed, the Bank of  
England, European Central 
Bank, and Bank of  Canada 
h a v e  p r o v i d e d  s t r o n g 
guidance of  a progressive 
shift away from monetary 
policy accommodation to 
drive market interest rate 
which may ultimately impact 

States as 13% derivation 
revenue.

A  g r o s s  s t a t u t o r y 
revenue  o f  N635.037 
billion was received for the 

month of  Apr i l 
2022 .  Th i s  was 
l owe r  t h a n  t h e 
N933.304 billion 
r e c e ive d  i n  t h e 
previous month by 
N298.267 billion.

F r o m  t h e 
N461.189 billion 
d i s t r i b u t a b l e 
statutory revenue, 
t h e  F e d e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
received N217.412 
billion, the State 
G o v e r n m e n t s 
received N110.275 
b i l l i o n  a n d  t h e 
Local Government 
Councils received 
N85.017 billion. 
T h e  s u m  o f  
N48.485 bi l l ion 
was shared to the 
relevant States as 
1 3 %  d e r iva t i o n 
revenue.

In the month of  
Apr i l  2022,  the 
g r o s s  r e v e n u e 
available from the 
Value Added Tax 
( V A T )  w a s 
N178.825 billion. 
This was lower than 
t h e  N 2 1 9 . 5 0 4 
billion available in 
t h e  m o n t h  o f  

March 2022 by N40.679 
billion.

From the N166.522 
billion distributable Value 

Added Tax (VAT) revenue, 
the Federal Government 
received N24.978 billion, 
the State Governments 
received N83.261billion 
and the Local Government 
Councils received N58.283 
billion.

T h e  F e d e r a l 
Gover nment  rece ived 
N4.684 billion; the State 
Governments received 
N2.376 billion and the 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
C o u n c i l s  r e c e i v e d 
N1.831billion from the 
N8.891 bill ion Excess 
Bank Charges Recovered.

The N20.00 bill ion 
augmentation was shared 
as follows: the Federal 
Gover nment  rece ived 
N10.536 billion, the State 
Governments received 
N5.344 billion and the 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
Councils received N4.120 
billion.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
C o m mu n i q u é ,  i n  t h e 
month of  April  2022, 
Petro leum Prof i t  Tax 
(PPT) and Excise Duties 
increased marginally, while 
Oil and Gas Royalties, 
Import Duty, Companies 
Income Tax (CIT) and 
Value Added Tax (VAT) all 
r e c o r d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t 
decreases.

and the Local Government 
C o u n c i l s  r e c e i v e d 
N149.251 billion. The sum 
of  N48.485 billion was 
shared to the relevant 

FG, States, LGCs share N656bn April 2022 Allocation 

CBN raises interest rate to 13%

Buhari

Emefiele

2023: Arewa group threatens to stop Igbo
presidential campaigns In the North
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h e  A s a  c l a n ,  t h e Tindigenous owners of  
Ukwa Wes t  Loca l 

Government Areas of  Abia 
State have vowed to vote 
a g a i n s t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
2 0 2 3  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n , 
especially for the Ukwa West-
U k w a  E a s t  F e d e r a l 
Constituency seat.

The Asa clan said that their 
decision is centered on the 
obvious prove that the PDP is 
currently supporting their 
marginalization in Ukwa 
Federal Constituency through 
constant denial of  their rights.

Making their points known 
through the Asa Liberation 
Movement (ALM), the people 
said they vehemently reject the 
election that produced Chris 
Nkwonta who hails from 
Akwete, Ndoki in Ukwa East 
Local Government Area as the 
candidate of  the PDP for the 
Ukwa Federal Constituency 
election in 2023.

ALM warned that it stands 
firm in the communique it 
issued on the 21st of  March 
2022 after its general meeting 
and extensive deliberation on 
Sunday the 20th of  March, 
2 0 2 2 ,  w h e r e  t h e y 
unanimous ly  i s sued  the 
communique.

In the communique signed 
by Hon. Emeka Adiele, ALM 
President, Secretary, Uju 
Ihunanyachukwu and the 
Media and Publicity Officer, 
Comrade Charles Samankwe, 
Asa people vowed to vote out 
any party who fails to give its 
ticket for Ukwa East/West 
F e d e r a l  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives to an Asa 
man. 

ALM in their communique 
entreated all political leaders 
in the Federal Constituency 
whose interests may clash with 
theirs to bear with them and 
retrace their steps without 
minding whose ox is gored.

They also warned in the 
c o m m u n i q u e  t h a t  a n y 
d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r 
communique may cause 
untold misfortune for any 
party as they will not mind 
moving mountains to make 
sure they regret any unwanted 

reactions.
H o n .  E m e k a  A d i e l e, 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A s a 
L i b e r a t i o n  M o v e m e n t 
reiterated the contents of  the 
communique and said that the 
Asa people will never tolerate 
any further ill-treatment and 
political marginalization from 
a n y b o d y  o r  a n y  p a r t y 
henceforth.

Adiele explained that there 
was a gentleman agreement 
between the people of  Ndoki 
and Asa that make up the 
Ukwa  Wes t/Ukwa  Eas t 
Federal Constituency on 
power rotation, stressing that 
such agreement has long been 
neglected to the detriment of  
the Asa people. 

He questioned why most 
political leaders in the PDP 
have been campaigning for 
equity for the Old Aba Zone 
against the Old Bende Zone 
w h i l e  t h e  s a m e  s e t  o f  
individuals has refused to 
speak out against the lack of  
equity in the Ukwa Federal 
Constituency.

"We don't see reasons why 
a Governor that emerged 
through equity will not stand 
and support equity in his own 
state. So the people and youths 

of  Ukwa West (Asa-Land) 
have decided that come the 
2023 general election, nothing 
will stop an Asa man from 
g o i n g  t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives. 

"It's our turn. Ndoki man 
has been there for 16 years. 
N ow,  t h e y ' ve  e n d o r s e d 
another Ndoki man from the 
same community to go and 
replace his own brother who 
had been there for 16 years."

Adiele said that it is a 
humiliation of  the highest 
order for the PDP to give their 
ticket to Chris Nkwonta to 
replace his brother, Uzoma 
Abonta who has been in the 
National Assembly for sixteen 
years at the detriment of  Ukwa 
West which he described as the 
goose that lays the golden eggs 
in Abia.

"Does it mean there's 
nobody in Asa land? Asa land 
is the pride of  Abia State. We 
are the only Oil Producing 
Local Government in Abia 
State. Why must we be treated 
in that form? Can't Governor 
watch and check as we're been 
marginalized and humiliated? 
All our people are saying no to 
such again. The candidature 
of  Chris Nkwonta will not 

stand.
"After Uzoma Abonta 

who is from Akwete in Ukwa 
East, another Akwete man, 
Chris Nkwonta will replace 
him. Is that fair? So, they want 
Ndoki to hold the power for 
over 20 years when we have 
capable people," he said.

Adiele while speaking 
further said, "When our own 
brother Chinonyerem Macebu 
was there, he did eight years 
and relinquish the Federal 
Constituency seat to Ndoki 
people without struggle. 

"Even our Governor who 
emerged through equity is 
allowing for such injustice 
against Asa people. We will 
never accept it, we're up to 
challenge it. And we'll show 
this by voting against PDP 
come 2023 for the Federal 
House of  Representatives. 

"It's not negotiable and it's 
final. We can't take this 
anymore. If  we allow this to go 
on, it means there's nobody in 
Asa. This is a gentleman's 
a g r e e m e n t  s o  w e  m u s t 
maintain it. 

" H o w  c a n  t h e y  b e 
preaching equity at the state 
level but when it comes to 
Ukwa, they'll twist it? They're 

talking about Old Bende and 
Old Aba for Ngwa people to 
retain power and complete 16 
years but to them, Asa doesn't 
deserve equity? 

"Why can't they extend the 
equity to the constituency 
level? So the youths of  Asa 
under the auspices of  the Asa 
Liberation Movement are 
saying no to that injustice and 
to defend it to any level. 

"From the information 
reaching us, if  the Governor 
w a n t s  t o  p a c i f y  C h r i s 
Nkwonta to get the Senatorial 
seat of  Abia South District, 
s i n c e  t h e y ' v e  s h i f t e d 
governorship to Abia Central, 
why can't the governor make 
space for Nkwonta to emerge 
as the Deputy Governor? So 
that Asa people an take their 
t u r n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly."

Adiele further said that the 
marginalization of  Ukwa 
West  (Asa  people)  goes 
beyond just the seat of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e 
marginalization is replicated 
in different sectors within the 
state.

"Take a look at this, our 
Federal Constituency is made 
up of  two local government 
areas; Ukwa East and Ukwa 
West. When this Government 
appointed former Senate 
President, Adolphus Wabara 
as Pro-Chancellor Abia State 
University, we rejoiced with 
them.

"They appointed Professor 
Ogbulu as Vice-Chancellor we 
celebrated with them, again 
another Ndoki man, Asiforo 
Okere was made the state 
Chairman of  the PDP and 
t h e y  w e n t  a h e a d  t o 
appointment another Ndoki 
man, Emeka Stanley as the 
chairman of  Abia State Oil 
Producing Area Development 
Commission (ASOPADEC). 

Adiele said that all Asa 
indigenous people are ready, 
fully prepared and highly 
motivated to push for their 
r i g h t s  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r 
platform since the PDP has 
decided that their people do 
not matter in anything going 
on in the state.

“
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Does it mean there's nobody in Asa 
land? Asa land is the pride of  Abia 

State. We are the only Oil Producing 
Local Government in Abia State. 
Why must we be treated in that 

form? Can't Governor watch and 
check as we're been marginalized and 
humiliated? All our people are saying 
no to such again. The candidature of  

Chris Nkwonta will not stand.
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Politics

By Ejike Chukwuma

F
ollowing the misin -
terpretation of  the 
recent outcome of 
primary elections 

all over the country, groups 
of  experts and analysts have 
thrown their respective 
weights to condemn the pro -
cess. 

In the same vein, same an -
alysts are blaming the consti -
tution of  the Federal Repub -
lic for not specifically stating 
and absorbing the facts to 
correct certain anomalies be -
deviling its application. 

Events preceding the party 
primaries in the state and the 
ripple effects that followed 
each stage has created a need 
to state the above.

There has been vituperation 
and calls for rancor by recalci-
trant persons who feel shortch-
anged in one way or the other 
hoping to reverse their mis-
fortune by forcing the party’s 
hand.

While it is very understanda-
ble and the legitimate right of  
aspirants and party supporters 
to air their grievance in such 
situations, it is completely un-
acceptable by any standard, 
to publicly disparage your 
party or attempt to denigrate 
its leadership, simply because 
you couldn’t have your way.

For the purpose of  clarity, 
we should consider certain 
pertinent issues, left unad-
dressed by the aggrieved per-
sons, in their misguided quest 
for justice.

Consensus, which had been 
adopted by the party in cer-
tain primaries within our state, 
was neither an unprecedented 
choice nor an anomaly intro-
duced by Imo state.

It has been a historical pro-
cess, backed by the party con-
stitution and the new electoral 
act as amended.

Though it indicates that the 
aspirants in such a case, con-
ceed to the emergence of  a sin-
gle candidate, it did not high-
light the specific intricacies 
that will result in such a move.

This choice of  selection, 
though not always acceptable 
to all, is used by all political 
parties when the individual 
interests are in direct conflict 
with the interest of  the party.

In such a situation, the final 
decision of  the party becomes 
supreme, to protect the entire 
party and not just the aspir-
ants.

The supremacy of Nigeria’s 
political parties 

Let it be noted at this point, 
that the apex leadership of  the 
party in the state, had at more 
than one occasion, reminded 
all aspirants and their support-
ers to seriously consider limit-
ing factors to their aspirations 
like zoning formula, ongoing 
litigations and criminal re-
cords before the primaries.

Indirect primaries was also 
employed. The process involv-
ing the use of  delegates, also 
deals with the party hierarchy, 
as the delegates are drawn 
from ardent party members 
who in turn are loyal to their 
party leaders as they should.

It is disheartening to note 
that those shouting loudest 
could not even convince their 
immediate constituents or del-
egates and therefore knew they 
would lose in an open contest 
devoid of  inducement.

Their outcry can be inter-
preted as only a diversion from 
their last minute desperation 
and failure to clinch an unde-
served mandate from seasoned 
and discerning delegates.

Thankfully, the loyal dele-
gates performed their duty to 
the party creditably, without 
fear or favor.

Unfortunately too, some of  
these vociferous individuals 
crying foul now, failed to take 
those limiting issues raised 
earlier, into consideration and 
stubbornly insisted on going 
ahead with their pontifical ap-
proach. 

Their supporters who are 
now on numerous platforms 
threatening fire and brimstone 
claiming that due process 
was not followed, are being 
hypocritical to say the least, 
knowing full well that in par-
ty primaries, it is the hierarchy 
within the political structure, 
following numerous consulta-
tions and considerations, that 

will play a pivotal role in the 
final choice of  aspirants unlike 
in the general elections.

Where was their interpreta-
tion of  due process, when they 
were encouraging their aspir-
ants to lobby our esteemed 
stakeholders and delegates 
with numerous goodies in a 
failed attempt, to manipulate 
their choice of  candidates?

Why didn’t they insist on 
due process without any form 
of  inducement then? I am yet 
to see any aspirant that did 
not follow such ‘undue pro-
cess’, because it is an accept-
able norm, though not consti-
tutional. All their supporters 
benefited from their largesse 
without complaints.

For most people, the elector-
al prospects of  the aspirants 
became linked to their finan-
cial inducement capacity, not 
their political antecedents in 
the party or a favorable zoning 
formula.

To be bluntly realistic, how 
many of  these people crying 
foul have been present in our 
political activities within the 
wards and LGAs, prior to this 
election season?

How many had even called 
their ward or LGA chairmen 
for updates or support, before 
February 2022?

Our Governor Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma, the 
State Chairman, Sir Macdon-
ald Ebere, PhD. and party ex-
ecutives are not fooled by the 
sudden overt display of  party 
loyalty by a select few.

Our party leaders are hard-
core loyalists, who earned their 
stripes by consistently identify-
ing with party activities driv-
en by unwavering loyalty, to 
reach their present positions. 

Our Governor and the party, 
under his leadership, reward 
dedication, not showmanship

Strangely, a number of  our 
comrades, reeling from the 
loss, presented themselves 
only for ‘anointed’ tickets and 
have been out of  touch with 
party activities in their con-
stituency for a long time. You 
cannot reap where you did not 
sow. That is injustice!

Others were so sure of  their 
‘political connections’, that 
they were boasting to all who 
cared to listen of  their special 
consideration by the Apex 
leadership despite evidence to 
the contrary, from the party 
leadership itself, with the Gov-
ernor, publicly distancing him-
self  from such claims.

No reputable party, gives its 
ticket arbitrarily, without giv-
ing due consideration to all 
compelling factors that may 
deny them victory at the gen-
eral polls. 

While the final choice may 
not appeal to everyone, true 
party loyalists always rally 
round such winners, to deliv-
er the party successfully at the 
polls, irrespective of  their mis-
givings. That informs part of  
the reward system employed, 
following victory at the gener-
al elections.

Most of  the winners in the 
state primaries, are clearly ar-
dent party faithful, who have 
stood in support of  all the par-
ty activities over time not just 
during the election periods.

That is the paradigm shift, 
which has occurred in Imo 
APC under Distinguished 
Senator Hope Uzodimma.

Gone are the days when 
party tickets are offered to the 
highest bidder or those with 
“orders from above” at the last 
minute. 

Furthermore, the Governor 
had unequivocally stated that 
the party will reward only 
those who have worked and 

suffered for it and true to his 
word, has fully demonstrated 
it, through this exercise, as a 
sustainable standard for oth-
ers to emulate.

The vociferous and ranco-
rous few who had previously 
benefited from similar pro-
cesses, under past administra-
tions, are now attempting to 
hurl insults at the party, its hi-
erarchy and by extension, the 
Executive Governor of  Imo 
state, with their unguarded ut-
terances.

They quickly forget that in 
history, people that have at-
tempted such, painfully dis-
cover, that the party is the 
only vehicle by which political 
power can be attained con-
stitutionally, hence, they will 
always need it for their ambi-
tion.

The foreseeable problem in 
this scenario is that by trying 
to disrupt party unity, you 
deny yourself  and your candi-
date, the moral right to expect 
favorable considerations in the 
future, as you will be deemed 
a disloyal and destructive enti-
ty, to party interests. 

Cases abound of  individuals 
who having lost in their elec-
toral bid at the primaries and 
feeling shortchanged, main-
tained their loyalty to the par-
ty only to gain better positions 
later.

Compromise is the key!
It is better to channel your 

reservations with decorum, 
to the appropriate quarters 
for redress, than to publicly 
disparage your party which is 
your constitutional vehicle to 
power. Disloyalty is a mortal 
sin in politics everywhere.

As a political analyst, I have 
always believed that “Politics 
is not Activism but a game of  
strategy and horse trading”

Just as they say of  the Su-
preme Court in its finality; 
the party in Nigeria, is not su-
preme because it is infallible, 
it is supreme because it is the 
final body that provides the 
ticket to democratic power.

For those that think they can 
arm twist the party for egocen-
tric reasons, I advise them to 
reconsider their position.

In conclusion, my fellow 
party men and women, let 
everyone remember the Igbo 
adage: “Agbarusia ngene eku-
rukwa ngene nuo.” 

Ejike Chukwuma is the Secretary 
to the Abia State Government.

“It is better to channel your reservations with decorum,
 to the appropriate quarters for redress, than to

 publicly disparage your party which is your 
constitutional vehicle to power. Disloyalty is

 a mortal sin in politics everywhere. As a political 
analyst, I have always believed that ‘Politics is not 

Activism but a game of strategy and horse trading’.
 Just as they say of the Supreme Court in its finality; 

the party in Nigeria, is not supreme because it is 
infallible, it is supreme because it is the final 

body that provides the ticket to democratic power
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ust a few weeks ago, bandits 

Jattacked a train said to be 
carrying close to 1,000 

passengers from Kaduna in the 
Northwest enroute Abuja, the 
nation's capital situated in the 
North Central region of  the 
country. More than eight people, 
including a promising young 
Igbo lady who is a medical doctor 
Chinelo were killed. More than 
168 passengers are yet to be 
accounted for and many are still 
in the custody of  their abductors, 
with an ultimatum having been 
issued by the criminals warning 
the Federal Government to meet 
their terms or risk picking the 
dead bodies of  these innocent 
passengers who from different 
tribes in Nigeria and at least one 
foreigner, from the forests

In the last few months, more 
than 100 incidents of  violent 
crimes have been recorded in the 
Northwest, with Kaduna being 
the epicenter of  all sorts of  
insecurity. Such is the spate of  
insecurity in the Northwest that 
the  Commander - in -Chie f , 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
has had to cancel at least one of  
his planned official trips to a State 
in the Northeast allegedly, due to 
unfavourable security reports.

From Borno to Adamawa, up 
to Yobe, ISWAP, Boko Haram 
terrorists and disparate criminal 
gangs are annexing territories, 
collecting taxes from indigenes 
and killing our security agents for 
fun. The World Food Program, 
WTF, has recently warned that 
more than 8.7 Million people are 
food insecure in the Northeast, 
while Two Million people are 
internally displaced in just 
Adamawa, Yobe and Borno. 
Many innocent people are still 
unaccountable for in these areas 
since they were abducted by these 
seemingly invincible terrorists.

Bandits, cattle rustlers and 
terrorist herdsmen have killed 
more than a hundred people in 
Benue, Niger and Kogi, in the last 
six months. Farmers are afraid to 
go to their farms, some who 
dared plant, cannot harvest their 
crops for fear of  themselves being 
harvested by the bloodthirsty 
killers. Whole villages and 
communities are under the 
control of  bandits, who collect 
taxes, rape young girls and 
women and kill breadwinners, 
almost on daily basis.

From Ondo to to Oyo, up to 
Ogun and Lagos, travelers and 
residents move around, literally 
with their hearts in their hands. If  
the news is not about kidnappers, 
it would be fetish criminals 
hunting for heads and human 
parts causing pains in different 
families. The Lagos-Ibadan 
expressway i s  notor ious ly 

infested with bandits and terrorist 
herdsmen and other criminals 
with different intentions and 
motivations.

The creeks of  the Niger-Delta 
are reeking with blood of  
innocent people while bones and 
skulls are buried in its swamps. 
From Bayelsa to Akwa-Ibom, a 
day hardly passes without one 
sad news of  death or kidnapping. 
From Rivers to Edo State, 
criminals are on rampage and 
urchins are kings.

In the South East, we have 
criminals parading as Biafran 
agitators, enforcing illegal sit-at-
home orders and harassing 
innocent people. Yes, we have our 
own share of  the national 
malady: insecurity – but ours is 
not worst than that of  others. At 
least all State capitals in the 
Southeast are safe. Like in other 
parts of  Nigeria, the recently 
concluded Party congresses and 
primaries took place in the 
Southeast without any single 
incident of  violence leading to 
fatality.

It is therefore inexcusable and 

highly mischievous that the 
President would give an order for 
the Southeast to be excluded 
from the recently released 
shortlist of  2022 batch of  PTDF 
scholarship beneficiaries. The 
story that this exclusion was 
informed by the insecurity in the 
Southeast is not only witless but 
felonious.

We consider this a clear 
demonstration of  the well 
orchestrated persecution of  the 
Southeast by the President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  l e d 
administration. We call on all 
w e l l - m e a n i n g  N i g e r i a n s , 
religious and traditional leaders, 
the National Assembly and 
indeed all men and women of  
conscience to rise up and speak 
against this dangerous injustice 
against the Southeast.

We reiterate that the Igbo of  
the Southeast and the Igbo of  any 
part of  Nigeria cannot be pushed 
out of  this union, no matter the 
g u i s e  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e 
conspirators aim to do this.

We  d e m a n d  t h a t  t h e 
Commander-in-Chief  disproves 

our suspicion of  his attempts to 
excise the Southeast from the 
Nigerian union by directing an 
immediate  redress  of  th is 
injustice by the management of  
the PTDF. A new date must be 
quickly scheduled for the many 
qualified Southeast candidates to 

h e  P r e l a t e  o f  t h e TM e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h 
Nigeria, His Eminence, 

Samuel Kanu-Uche, who was 
abducted by hoodlums in Abia 
State, has said the church paid a 
sum of  N100m to secure his 
freedom. 

In an interview on Tuesday in 
Lagos, the cleric disclosed that 
he was beaten by his abductors. 

He explained that the gang 
threatened to kill him if  the 

N100 million was not paid. 
Kanu-Uche was abducted on 

Sunday along the Enugu-Port 
Harcourt Expressway, in the 
U m u n n e o c h i  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Abia State.

He was kidnapped alongside 

his chaplain, Very Rev. Abidemi 

Shittu, and the Bishop of  

Owerri, Rt. Rev. Dennis Mark. 

They were, however, released on 

Monday.

participate in this exercise and 
b e n e f i t  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r 
contemporaries from other parts 
of  the country from this package.

Onwuasoanya FCC Jones is the  
Acting Youth Leader of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide -Youth Wing

PTDF Scholarship: Has President Buhari
excised the South East from Nigeria?

Buhari

I was beaten by my
abductors, Church paid
N100m to my abductors
– Methodist Prelate, Kanu-Uche
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Atiku meets Wike after winning
PDP presidential primaries

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) presiden-
tial candidate, Atiku 

Abubakar, has met with Gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike of  Riv-
ers State, at Wike’s residence 
in Abuja, hours after Atiku 
defeated him to clinch the 
party’s presidential ticket, last 
Monday.

Atiku said, it was in con-
tinuation of  his commitment 
to bring everyone on board 
in ensuring that the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
stands as one united party, 
“This is a continuous pro-
cess.”

Further details about the 
meeting were still sketchy as 
of  the time of  publishing this 
report. It is, however, believed 
to be part of  moves to rec-
oncile the duo ahead of  the 
presidential election billed for 
next year.

The meeting also had sev-
eral PDP chieftains in at-
tendance including a former 
governor of  Ekiti State, Ayo-
dele Fayose, who was one of  
the contenders in the election 
held on Saturday.

It could be recalled that the 
Saturday’s Presidential pri-
mary election result recorded 
as follows; Atiku, scored 371 

votes to see off  Wike, who 
polled 237 votes. A former 
Senate President and Kwara 
State governor, Bukola Sara-
ki, had 70 votes.

Governor Emmanuel 
Udom of  Akwa Ibom (38), 
Bala Mohammed of   Bauchi 
(38), a former Secretary to the 
Government of  the Federa-
tion (SGF), Anyim Pius Any-
im (14), Mrs Tari Diana Oli-
ver (1), and Sam Ohuabunwa 
(1) shared the rest of  the votes.

Minutes before the com-
mencement of  the election at 
the Moshood Abiola Stadium 
in Abuja, Governor Aminu 
Tambuwal of  Sokoto State 
had withdrawn from the race, 
asking his supporters to back 
the former Nigerian vice pres-
ident.

He said the move followed 
consultations with his associ-
ates and described it as a “pa-
triotic conclusion”, just the 
same day another aspirant, 
Mohammed Hayatu-Deen, 
backed down from the poll.

Following his victory on 
Saturday, Atiku berated the 
ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), claiming the 
party ruined the gains made 
by the PDP.

While he said insecurity 
is on the rise, the Adamawa 
politician also lamented the 
state of  the economy. He 

Ministry of Tourism, Creative Arts and Culture during the commemoration of 2022 Word Day for Cultural Diversity and 
Dialogue, held in Owerri on Tuesday.Alex Otti congratulates Peter Obi, 

says he’s beacon of hope

A
n economist and 
Labour Party gover-
norship aspirant in 

Abia State, Chief  Alex Otti, 
has congratulated the former 
governor of  Anambra State, 
Mr Peter Obi, on his emer-
gence as the Labour Party’s 
presidential candidate in the 
just concluded presidential 
primary held in Asaba, Delta 
State.

Otti, in a statement by his 
Special Adviser on Media 
and Publicity, Mr Ferdinand 
Ekeoma, on Tuesday, ex-
plained that the excitement, 
support and solidarity which 
Obi’s presidential ambition 
had across political, ethnic 
and religious lines were a 
clear manifestation that hon-
est Nigerians of  all classes 
cherished excellence when 
and where they saw it.

He stated, “Obi, is a na-
tional asset, a beacon of  
hope, and a colossus of  high 
proportion whose admin-
istrative skills, managerial 
acumen and honourable dis-

position in leadership have 
contributed immensely in 
resetting and reshaping the 
hitherto pervasive mindset of  
mediocrity and profligacy in 
public service.”

The ex-bank chief  ex-
pressed joy that his June 8, 
2020 article published in his 
Backpage column in a na-
tional newspaper captioned 
“The Triumph of  Profligacy 
Over Prudence” dedicated 
to Obi, which x-rayed Obi’s 
leadership excellence and ac-
complishments anchored on 
cost-cutting, was being made 
manifest today as many Ni-
gerians had begun to see the 
genius in the man he had 
known for years.

Otti further explained that 
the mere fact that another 
accomplished and iconic 
Nigerian, Prof. Pat Utomi, 
found Obi worthy enough of  
being stepped down for in the 
presidential primary, spoke 
eloquently about how highly 
placed and revered Obi was 
in the Nigeria of  today.

accused the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) of  
mismanaging the country but 
promised to fix the economy 
and tackle Nigeria’s security 
challenges.

“The PDP made Nigeria 
one of  the most prosperous 
countries in Africa,” Atiku 
said. “We implemented eco-
nomic reforms. The APC 
wiped out all those gains.”

He, however, promised 
to unite Nigerians and give 
every part of  the country a 
sense of  belonging.

“I pledge to unify this coun-
try,” he said in his victory 
speech. “That’s why I refer to 
myself  as a unifier.

“The reason I feel that unity 
is important is because APC 
has disunited Nigerians com-
pletely,” the PDP chieftain 
added. “I will work to restore 
unity and bring a sense of  be-
longing to all Nigerians.”

 “I have come to the con-
clusion – to the glory of  God 
Almighty, seeing millions of  
Nigerians suffering and the 
need for us to close ranks in 
the party and as one of  the 
leaders in this party – I have 
come to a patriotic conclu-
sion to step down my aspira-
tion,” the former lawmaker 
told the gathering.

“And not only that, I have 
appealed to my supporters 

to take this in good strides 
and for national unity and 
patriotism – not only that, 
those who are delegates here 
– should vote for Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar.”

In a related development, 
Governor Nyesom Wike of  
Rivers State has revealed how 
he almost scuttled the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
presidential primary as he 
called on his supporters to re-
main calm.

The governor said this on 
Monday at a reception in his 
honour at the Government 
House in Port Harcourt fol-
lowing his return from the 
party’s presidential primary 
in Abuja.

Wike said he was tempted 
to obstruct the process when 
an aspirant who had spoken 
previously was allowed to 
return to the podium to pro-
nounce his withdrawal, in 
contravention to the guide-
lines of  the election.

“I have never seen how 
people can violate proce-
dures and guidelines. Some-
body has spoken, it is at that 
point he was speaking that he 
would have said I am with-
drawing. You don’t call him 
back,” Wike said. “I just said, 

‘Look, this our party must not 
be destroyed.’”

He, however, called on his 
supporters to remain calm, 
describing his loss at the PDP 
presidential primary as the 
will of  God.

“It is God’s will, let us not 
bother ourselves so much,” 
Wike said, accusing gover-
nors of  the southern region of  
betrayal.

“Shame to those who will 
sell out their own,” he said, 
maintaining that “I have nev-
er seen a thing like that”.

“No wonder we cannot 
move on with development. 
Look at, a region ganged up. 
Then, your own region can-
not gang up,” Wike argued.

“You became a tool to be 
used against the interest of  
your people and you think 
you have won? You have 
lost.”

Governor Wike said 
though he did not clinch the 
PDP presidential ticket, he 
believes, just like his support-
ers, that his performance has 
raised the political profile of  
Rivers State and other minor-
ity groups in Nigeria.

“In the political history of  
this country, you can count 
on us. We are not pushovers,” 
the former minister said.

Alleged 7.1b fraud: Ohanaeze Youth urges EFCC to 
conduct fresh investigation on Orji Kalu’s
administration

T
he Apex Socio-cul-
tural organization of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo 

Worldwide, Ohanaeze Youth 
Council(OYC) has called on 
the Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission (EFCC) 
to revisit the 7.1bn fraud case 
of  the Chief  Whip of  the 9th 
Senate and former Governor 
of  Abia State, Sen. (Dr.) Orji 
Uzor Kalu.

The Council opted that 
the best thing president Mo-
hammadu Buhari would do 
for the Nigerians that would 
leave an indelible mark is to 
jail all political looters and 
criminals in Nigeria before he 
leaves office in 2023.

Speaking to a team of  Jour-
nalists in Abuja, shortly after 
the court remanded Rochas 
Okorocha, Comrd. Igboaya-
ka O. Igboayaka, the National 

President of  OYC, urged Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari to 
launch “Operation Financial 
Crime clean-up” in Nigeria.

Igboayaka, who bemoaned 
the rate at impunity among 
political office holders, regret-
ted that “criminals ought to 
pay for their crimes”.

He attributed corrupt pol-
iticians who are guilty of  
embezzlement and all other 
forms of  misappropriation of  
public’s funds amidst impuni-
ty to the regular fully armed 
criminals who steal without 
minding the consequences of  
their crime.

According to the Igbo 
youth leader, “a government 
that is devoid of  corruption is 
that goverment that has out-
right, zero tolerance for crime 
and criminality, irrespective of  
whose ‘ox is gored’.”

He explained that part of  
the reasons for the extant ag-
itations by Pro- Biafrans is the 
Governors from Igbo extrac-
tion looted the local govern-
ment funds meant for rural 
development since 1999, and 
left the people in abject penu-
ry.

Speaking, he said: “The 
likes of  Orji Uzor Kalu is the 
reason for unemployment, 
poverty and insecurity in 
Southeast. The evidence of  
what is happening in the East 
today is remote cause of  Orji 
Uzor Kalu mal-administra-
tion. There’s no doubt that 
Abia State is the most back-
ward state in the Southeast, 
courtesy of  Orji Uzor Kalu.”

Furthermore, Igboayaka 
queried the Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC) under the then lead-

… As Rivers governor reveals how he almost
scuttled PDP’s plans

ership of  Ibrahim Magu to 
explain to Nigerians the basis 
that warranted the release of  
Orji Uzor Kalu, stressing that 
principle and ethics of  EFCC 
was compromised.

“We can’t continue to live in 
a Country of  drama over seri-
ous matters treated with levity. 
It’s truism that Sen. Orji Uzor 
Kalu was facing a trial with 
two others on alleged 7.1bn 
fraud, yet the case was swept 
under the carpet.

“Unfortunately, we’re liv-
ing in a Country where few 
individuals have looted the 
economic life-span of  Nigeria 
yet they move freely in public 
places. In a sane civil society, 
the likes of  Orji Uzor Kalu 
shouldn’t be walking freely, af-
ter being found guilty of  mis-
management of  Abia State 
local government funds.
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Our guber candidate not 
disqualified by court - Abia APC
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State chapter 
of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC) has 

dismissed reports that the 
governorship candidate of  
the party, High Chief  Ikechi 
Emenike is not a member of  
APC.

The party in a statement 
signed by its Chairman, Dr 
Kingsley Ononogbu ex-
plained that Abia State High 

Court sitting in Umunneo-
chi had in 2021, ruled in fa-
vour of  Emenike about his 
membership of  APC where 
he and two other claimants 
filed a case against his pur-
ported suspension by Dona-
tus Nwankpa-then led APC.

The party pointed out that 
the then APC Caretaker 
Chairman, Mai Mala Buni 
(for himself  and member 
of  the Caretaker Extraordi-
nary Convention Planning 
Committee), and Wilson 

APGA aspirants during Abia guber primary election last week.

Chimelulam Utaegbulam 
were joined in the suit as de-
fendants.

It added that a Court 
judgment delivered on No-
vember 4, 2021 in the Suit 
No: HUM/41/2021, pre-
sided over by Justice Ben-
son Anya, held that Chief  
Emenike, who then was the 

Secretary of  APC Contact 
and Strategy Committee, “is 
an authentic and bona-fide 
member of  APC”.

The Court held that the 
defendants had admitted 
that the claimants are au-
thentic members of  APC 
having failed to file a coun-
ter affidavit to challenge the 

deposition contained in the 
22 paragraph affidavit and 
four exhibits filed by the 
claimants.

“In the light of  the forego-
ing, the claimants reliefs are 
granted as prayed and judg-
ment is entered in favour of  
the claimants,” the Court 
said.

Ononogbu further ex-
plained that the Court ruled 
that Chief  Emenike “is and 
remains an authentic/bona 
fide member and leader of  
the first defendant (APC) in 
Nkwoegwu Ward, Umuahia 
North Local Government 
and Abia State with full 

rights and benefits”.
The Abia APC Chairman 

wondered why some group 
of  persons went round the 
town last week with claims 
of  Emenike’s suspension.

He advised Abians and the 
general public to disregard 
the reports and as well as get 
ready to vote out bad leaders 
from Abia State.

It would be recalled that 
in 2014/2015, Emenike was 
the director of  operations in 
the campaign organisation 
of  President Muhammad u  
Buhari, but has been at log-
gerheads with some forces in 
Abia APC.

Anambra curfew: Keke, Okada operators declare
support for Soludo’s order 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

S
ome Keke-Napep and 
Okada operators in An-
ambra, under the auspic-

es of  KEKE-NAPEP and Mo-
torcycle Riders Association of  
Nigeria (UCKEMORAN), 
Anambra State chapter, has 
commend the state governor, 
Chukwuma Soludo, for de-
claring 6pm-6am curfew in 
some parts of  the state.

The Association says the 
order will help caution it 
members who operate at night 
hours. 

News Echo had earlier re-
ported that, Governor Soludo, 
made the declaration in a state 
broadcast last wednesday in 
Awka.

Soludo took the decision 
following reports of  wanton 
killings, kidnappings and oth-
er insecurity issues affecting 
the state.

The former governor of  
Central Bank equally banned 
motorcycles, keke and shuttle 
buses from operating on Mon-
days.

According to him: “With 
effect from tomorrow, Friday, 
26th May, 2022, a 6pm to 
6am curfew is hereby placed 
on motorcycles (okada), tricy-
cles (keke), and shuttle buses 
in Aguata, Ihiala, Ekwusigo, 
Nnewi North, Nnewi South, 
Ogbaru, Orumba North and 

Orumba South Local Gov-
ernments until further notice.

Also, motorcycles, keke and 
shuttle buses are banned from 
operating in these local gov-
ernments on Mondays until 
the Sit-at-Home completely 
stops.

Reacting on the develop-
ment, during its state con-
vention held at Ezi-Uzu Hall 
Awka, at the weekend, to give 
unalloyed support to gover-
nor Soludo’s administration, 
the state chapter Chairman 
of   (UCKEMORAN), Chief  
Arunsi Igbaniuka, said the 
curfew will also help to check-
mate the activities of  criminals 
in the affected Council Areas.

According to him, the 
convention is the culmina-
tion of  our collective efforts 
(UCKEMORAN), at various 
local government chapters in 
Anambra state.

“This is to evince our un-
alloyed support/solidarity 
to the present government 
led by Prof. Soludo and all 
his seasoned Commission-
ers, amongst who is Patricia 
Igwebuike, the Honourable 
Commissioner for Transport.

“We have no doubt that Mr. 
Governor and the Honoura-
ble Commissioner for Trans-
port appreciate the basic, 
foundational, and grassroot 
position the local and Inter-
city transportation occupy in 
the economic development 

of  this state, which we in 
(UCKEMORAN), represent, 
hence, this convention reiter-
ates our yearnings for recogni-
tion and approval by the pres-
ent administration.

We are glad that we have 
sent memos to the present 
administration that we in 
(UCKEMORAN), have suf-
ficiently deliberated on how 
to ensure our unalloyed sup-
port and co-operation to the 
Anambra State Government 
in Internal Revenue Genera-
tion (IGR) and that we have 
resolved that all the members 
of  (UCKEMORAN), should 
always present evidence of  
payment of  his government 
approved dues/levies during 
our regular supervisory. This 
is so, because it’s our collective 
duty and obligation to ensure 
that the state’s IGR is proper-
ly harnessed, so that we can 
hopefully expect government 
intervention and supports 
in the areas of  roads main-
tenance, security, as well as 
contribute towards our associ-
ation’s welfare.

“Such recognition and ap-
proval would however make 
it possible for (UCKEMO-
RAN), to work in synergy 
with the government, which 
relationship would empower 
(UCKEMORAN), as a body 
to serve as the government’s 
eye within the areas of  our op-
eration in Anambra State.

We thank the governor, for 
freeing us from touts (Agboro), 
brutalities, harassments, intim-
idations, humiliation, injury 
and killings of  members over 
ilegal ievies collection, Igbani-
uka stated.

Ifeanyichukwu Odi 
emerges Ebonyi PDP
Guber candidate
From David Eze, Abakaliki

A business mogul, Dr If-
eanyichukwu Odi, has 

emerged as the governorship 
candidate of  the People’s 
Democratic Party, PDP for the 
2013 poll in Ebonyi.

Odi secured 349 votes while 
his closest rival Mr Christian 
Usolor got nine votes, at the 
Primaries held on Sunday at 
the party’s state secretariat in 
Abakaliki

The Electoral Panel Chair-
man Olalekan Rotimi, de-
clared Odi the winner having 
polled highest number of  valid 
votes to defeat other five con-
testants.

“Therefore, I, Olalekan Roti-
mi, having been conferred with 
the power to chair this panel 
hereby declare Chief  Ifeany-
ochukwu Odi having polled 
the total highest number of  
valid votes and having met all 
the requirements winner of  the 
primary election.”

I didn’t sue FG for N1bn over 
home invasion
– Okorocha denies claims

A 
former governor of  
Imo state, Rochas 
Okorocha, on Tues-

day described as false the 
report that he had sued the 
Attorney General of  the 
Federation, Abubakar Mala-
mi, and demanded N1bn 
damages over the invasion 
of  his home in Abuja by the 
operatives of  Economic and 
Finance Crimes Commis-
sion last week.

The ex-governor also de-
nied the claim that he had 
briefed five Senior Advocates 
of  Nigeria to commence le-
gal action against the Feder-
al Government.

Okorocha in a statement 
issued in Owerri by his 
spokesperson, Sam Omwue-
meodo, said that he had no 
reason to sue the AGF be-
cause his office was not the 
one who invaded his home 
nor took him to court.

The statement said that 
Okorocha and his lawyers 
were more concerned about 
ensuring that the ex-gover-
nor, who currently repre-
sents Imo West in the Sen-
ate, regains his freedom as 
soon as possible.

Onwuemeodo said that 
Okorocha knew those to sue 
for damages when he comes 
out from the EFFC net, if  he 
decides to press charges.

Part of  the statement read, 
“We were concerned with 
the expected hearing of  the 
bail application today when 

our attention was drawn to 
the online stories of  N1b 
suit and engagement of  five 
SANS.

“Okorocha has no reason 
to take either the Attorney 
General of  the Federation 
or the office of  the Attor-
ney General of  the Federa-
tion, to court and claim N1b 
damages, over the invasion 
of  his house, since the inci-
dent had nothing to do with 
AGF or his office.

 “lf  Okorocha comes out 
of  detention and along the 
line and decides to take legal 
action to press for damages 
over the invasion of  his res-
idence, he knows those who 
carried out the action. We 
do not think he would in-
clude the AGF or his office.

“We know that some pa-
triotic human rights lawyers 
in the country and some 
of  them, highly respected 
SANs, have been of  im-
mense help in dealing with 
human rights violations in 
the country, most of  the 
time on their own, to help 
the society.

 “We are, therefore, having 
the feeling that the renowned 
Senior Advocates men-
tioned in the online stories, 
might have been challenged 
by the invasion of  Okoro-
cha’s private residence by 
agents of  the EFCC and 
might have also decided to 
take the bull by the horns.

“We thank them. If  Oko-
rocha comes out of  deten-
tion and decides to walk in 
that direction, fine. But one 
fact would be made clear and 
that is, that the AGF and the 
office of  AGF would not be 
parts of  the action, because 
they had nothing to do with 
the invasion of  Okorocha’s 
private residence.

“We have done this to 
keep the record straight. 
We are looking forward to 
seeing Okorocha out of  de-
tention by the grace of  God 
and the magnanimity of  
His Lordship, handling the 
case.”

Change of Name
 

I, formerly known, 
addressed and referred 

to as Wilson Jacob 
Ndukwe wishes to be

 known, addressed and 
referred to as Ndukwe
 Jacob Vincent. All
 documents bearing 

my former name 
remain valid. Banks

 and the general public 
should please take note.

Signed:
Ndukwe Jacob Vincent
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Russia’s advances in Ukraine’s 
East mark a tipping point

F
or Ukrainians, the news 
from the front lines is not 
encouraging. As the 100th 
day since Russia launched 

its invasion nears, the tide of  battle 
in Ukraine’s east seems to be pull-
ing in Moscow’s favor. On Monday, 
Russian troops entered the outskirts 
of  Severodonetsk, one of  the last 
strategically significant cities in the 
Luhansk region still in Ukrainian 
control. Should the city fall, it would 
give Russia and its proxy forces de 
facto authority over half  of  Donbas, 
the country’s coveted eastern indus-
trial heartland.

In a recent interview with a 
French radio station, Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov indicat-
ed that the current momentum was 
part of  the Kremlin’s newly focused 
aim. “Our obvious objective is, of  
course, to push the Ukrainian army 
and the Ukrainian battalions out of  
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions,” 
he said, amid rising fears among 
Western officials that Russia intends 
to annex territory in Donbas and 
Kherson, a region abutting already 
annexed Crimea.

The Russian advance has been 
characterized by the same brutal-
ity and relentlessness of  previous 
offensives. Observers report similar 
tactics to those deployed in the con-
quest of  the port city of  Mariupol, 
with endless days and nights of  ar-
tillery fire and missile strikes pulver-
izing urban areas.

“They’re just raining down metal 
on us,” a Ukrainian soldier wound-
ed in the fighting told my colleagues. 
Eyewitnesses spoke of  the stench 
of  death stalking the streets as early 
summer temperatures rise.

The Russians “use the same tactics 
over and over again. They shell for 
several hours — for three, four, five 
hours — in a row and then attack,” 
Luhansk’s regional governor, Serhiy 
Haidai, told Reuters. “Those who at-
tack die. Then shelling and attack fol-
low again, and so on until they break 
through somewhere.”

The enduring misery of  the battle-
field underlies a tilting strategic land-
scape. “The situation in the country’s 
east marks a shift from an earlier stage 
of  the war, when staunch Ukrainian 
defenses forced a broad Russian re-
treat in Kyiv and other areas, increas-
ing confidence among Ukrainians 
and their Western backers about the 
prospects of  all-out victory over a 
poorly organized and equipped Rus-
sian force,” my colleagues Siobhán 
O’Grady, Paul Sonne, Max Bearak 
and Anastacia Galouchka reported.

“Having now regrouped, Russian 
troops are making incremental but 
steady progress in their campaign in 
the east and are regularly employing 
heavy flamethrowers and long-range 
artillery that Ukrainian forces lack, 
leaving Kyiv on the back foot,” they 
wrote. “Though Ukrainian resistance 
has made the fight a slog for Russian 
forces, Moscow is inching closer to 
encircling Ukraine’s biggest strong-
holds in Donbas region, while fight-
ing on territory contiguous to Russia 
with easier supply lines.”

Moscow appears to have learned 
from its initial blunders. “The recent 
Russian gains appear at least in part 
to be the products of  past Ukrainian 
success,” noted Bloomberg News. 
“By mounting so effective a defense 
that Russian commanders had to 
withdraw from around the coun-
try’s two largest cities — Kyiv and 
Kharkiv — Ukraine also drove them 
to abandon a wildly over-ambitious 
battle plan that had left their troops 
thinly spread and too far from logis-
tical lifelines.”

It’s still true that the war has left 
Russia’s military massively depleted 
and, in some areas, short on equip-
ment, manpower and morale. But 
Ukrainian fighters in the east, as 
my colleague Sudarsan Raghavan 
reported, are complaining of  being 
outmanned and outgunned. The ex-
pansion and consolidation of  Rus-
sian control in Ukraine’s east marks 
a new phase in the conflict, one that 
will test both Western and Ukrainian 

A Ukrainian serviceman inspects the area from a building damaged by a Russian military strike in the town 
of Marinka in the Donetsk region of Ukraine on May 28.

Ukraine war boosts Africa’s humanitarian 
emergency – UN official

T
he war in Ukraine is heaping 
further pressure on Africa’s 
fast-growing population of  

vulnerable people, a UN refugee of-
ficial says.

Cereal prices have surged because 
of  the slump in exports from one of  
the world’s bread baskets.

In Africa, rising food costs are 
sharpening the impact of  conflict 
and climate change, which have al-
ready driven millions into poverty 
or forced them from their homes, 
Raouf  Mazou, assistant high com-
missioner at the UNHCR refugee 
agency, told AFP.

“Across Africa, rising prices and 
reduced food aid caused by the war 
in Ukraine will increase the vulnera-
bility of  refugees and other forcibly 

displaced populations and increase 
the risk of  inter-communal ten-
sions,” Mazou said in an interview.

“Food, fuel and fertiliser costs 
have skyrocketed and the decline in 
purchasing power is hitting the most 
vulnerable households the hardest, 
including refugees and displaced 
people.”

Mazou spoke by telephone from 
Malabo, the capital of  Equatorial 
Guinea, where he attended a special 
summit of  the African Union at the 
weekend to discuss the continent’s 
humanitarian crises.Mazou said 
Africa already faced “displacement 
on an unprecedented scale” through 
the double crunch of  climate-related 
disasters and conflicts.

The AU Commission estimates 

wartime resilience.
Ukrainian officials have made 

their demands loud and clear. At the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, last week, members 
of  the Kyiv’s delegation urged for 
more military aid and heavy weap-
onry from the United States and 
Europe. They framed the reasons for 
their demands in ideological terms: 
Ukraine’s defense was the defense 
of  all liberal, democratic societies. 
Russian victory, on the other hand, 
would mark the victory of  might 
over right, of  brute tyranny over the 
rule of  law.

“You don’t need to die for us,” 
Yulia Klymenko, a Ukrainian mem-
ber of  parliament, told reporters in 
Davos, from where Today’s World-
View recently returned. “But we are 
dying for you.”

The Biden administration is set 

to announce further deliveries of  
weapons and munitions to Ukraine, 
which may include advanced long-
range rocket systems that would help 
thwart Russia’s advance in the east. 
On Monday, President Biden indicat-
ed that he did not want to send the 
type of  rocket system whose range 
could reach deep into Russian territo-
ry. The Kremlin cast Biden’s remarks 
as “rational,” though the Russian line 
- voiced both by its officials and state 
media -  remains that they are fight-
ing a war against Western proxies in 
Ukraine.

In Europe, despite a lot of  noisy 
rhetorical unity, there remain pro-
nounced differences in the approach 
to the conflict. France and Germany, 
for example, recently urged Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to engage 
in direct talks with his Ukrainian 
counterpart, President Volodymyr 

Zelensky, over ending the Black Sea 
blockade that has been so ruinous for 
the global economy. That appeal was 
met with derision from politicians in 
the Baltic states further to the east, 
who want to deepen Russia’s isola-
tion and deliver Putin a decisive de-
feat.

Yet, as the campaign in Donbas 
shows, Russia is not close to any 
kind of  definitive defeat in Ukraine. 
Politicians in Kyiv and many of  
their Western backers maintain a 
maximalist view of  how the conflict 
should end, with Russian capitula-
tion and the return of  every inch of  
territory under Moscow’s control, in-
cluding the Crimean peninsula.

That view of  the war clashes with 
the growing fears of  foreign policy 
experts over the risks of  prolonging 
the war. In Davos, former U.S. secre-
tary of  state Henry Kissinger called 
for immediate negotiations and 
Ukrainian territorial concessions to 
avert further crises and global insta-
bility.

At a World Economic Forum pan-
el, veteran U.S. foreign policy analyst 
Graham T. Allison suggested a fro-
zen conflict -  with contested borders 
settled along the lines as they current-
ly are - would be the ideal outcome, 
staving off  the risk of  Putin deploy-
ing tactical nuclear weapons. “Either 
there will be facts on the ground that 
Putin can live with, or he will esca-
late the level of  destruction,” Allison 
said.

His remarks were attacked by 
Lawrence Freedman, a venerable 
British military historian and analyst, 
who cautioned against setting polit-
ical conditions for the Ukrainians 
and suggested that it’s hardly obvi-
ous that Putin - who has of  yet has 
been unable to even describe the war 
in Ukraine as a “war” — would be 
willing to use nuclear weapons.

“Russia does not face an existential 
threat,” he said. “Ukraine is facing 
an existential threat. … The Ukrain-
ians are not going to stop fighting.” 

that 113 million people will need 
urgent assistance in 2022, while 48 
million of  those affected are refugees 
and internally displaced.

“Floods and droughts are be-
coming more frequent and intense, 
seriously affecting countries such 
as Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia and 
South Sudan,” said Mazou, a dip-
lomat from the Republic of  Congo, 
also known as Congo-Brazzaville.

Climate-conflict cycle 
“Disasters linked to climate 

change risk not only worsening pov-
erty, hunger and access to natural 
resources such as water, but also in-
creasing instability and violence,” he 
added.

He gave the example of  Cam-
eroon’s Far North region, where 

herders, fishermen and farmers have 
begun to fight over access to scarce 
water resources.

At least 100,000 people have fled 
their homes, moving inside Came-
roon or to neighbouring countries.

In the southeast of  the continent, 
cyclones have battered Mozam-
bique, where growing violence and 
unrest in the north have displaced 
hundreds of  thousands of  people, 
said Mazou.

“The Sahel is on the front line of  
the climate crisis, with temperatures 
rising 1.5 times faster than the glob-
al average. This only worsens con-
flicts over limited resources, making 
life even more difficult for those 
who have been forced to flee their 
homes,” he added.



n INTERPOL-led 

Aoperation targeting 
m a l w a r e  c y b e r 

fraud across Southeast Asia 
has resulted in the arrest of  
three Nigerians suspected of  
e n g a g i n g  i n  g l o b a l 
scamming.

The  Economic  and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission arrested the 
suspects in a sting operation 
conducted simultaneously 
in a Lagos suburb called 
Ajegunle and in Benin City, 
Edo State capital.

The  Niger ian  s t ing 
operation comes as part of  a 
global operation codenamed 
“Kil ler  Bee” involving 
I N T E R P O L  N a t i o n a l 
Central Bureaus (NCBs) 
and law enforcement in 11 
countries across Southeast 
Asia.

The arrests follows the 

h e  O s u n  S t a t e Tcorrespondent of  
T h e  N a t i o n 

Newspaper, Toba Adedeji 
was on Tuesday shot by men 
of  the Nigeria Police in 
Osogbo.

It was gathered that Toba 
was hit by a stray bullet 
alongside an unidentified 
female student by police 
p e r s o n n e l  w h o  w e r e 
engaged in quelling a protest 
a t  the  popu la r  Ola iya 
junction, Osogbo.

 four-year-old girl, 

Aa resident of  Kofar 
W a i k a  b y 

Masal lac in  Karmawi, 
Kano, has drowned in a 
well.

A l h a j i  S a m i n u 
Abdullahi,  the Public 
Relations Officer of  the 
K a n o  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command, in a statement 
on Tuesday explained that 
the incident took place in 
the afternoon of  Monday.

The statement stated, 
“ W e  r e c e i v e d  a n 
emergency call at about 

02 :05  p.m .  f rom  one 
Alkasim Ibrahim and we 
sent our rescue team to the 
scene at about 02:20 pm.”

The statement further 
explained that the little girl 
was later confirmed dead 
after she was brought out 
of  the well unconscious.

The PPRO said that the 
remains of  the deceased 
girl has been handed over 
to Isma'ila Yusuf, the ward 
head of  Kofar Waika.

H e  a l s o  s a i d  a n 
invest igat ion into the 
incident is on.

The police personnel, it 
was gathered were shooting 
sporadically to disperse the 
protesters.

The protesters who had 
gathered at the popular 
junction were mourning the 
April 4, 2022 killing of  
Abiola Afolabi by police 
personnel.

Afolabi, it was learnt was 
buried on Tuesday while his 
friends decided on a rally to 
mourn him.

The bullet hit Toba on 

the leg while the lady was hit 
on the thigh.

The Osun State Police 
Command is yet to react to 
the shooting.

Toba Adedeji, at the time 
of  filing this report, has been 
taken to the Osun State 
U n i v e r s i t y  Te a c h i n g 
H o s p i t a l  f o r  m e d i c a l 
treatment.

he anti-crime patrol Tteam in Ibusa Police 
D i v i s i o n a l 

h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n 
conjunction with Ibusa 
Anti-Cult Volunteers have 
arrested one Ekene Okonji 
'm'  a.k.a.  “galaxy”,  a 
notorious criminal who has 
been terrorizing Ibusa 

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i t s 
environs.

T h e  P o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered one locally made 
cut-to-size short gun and 
seven live cartridges from 
the suspect during a search.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali confirmed 

the report in a statement 
signed by the Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP 
Bright Edafe.

The Police image maker 
said, “suspect is currently in 
custody and investigation is 
ongoing.”

Also, the Delta State 
Police Command's Raiders 

Operatives have arrested six 
suspected cultists along 
Asaba-Benin Expressway 
in Okpanam.

The suspects include 
Sunday Okafor Destiny, 
Stephen Osamota Pius and 
four others.

T h e  P o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered one locally made 
cut-to-size double barrel 
g u n ,  s i x  e x p e n d e d 
cartridges and one 9mm 
live ammunition from the 
suspects.

The Delta State Police 
Command, led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali confirmed 
the report in a statement 
signed by the Police Public 
Relations Officer, DSP 
Bright Edafe.

The police image maker 
said the police, while on 
investigation activities 
along the road, intercepted 
some hoodlums suspected 
to be cultists.

Ac c ord ing  to  DSP 
Edafe, “The suspects on 
sighting the team took to 
their heels, but the team 
chased them and in the 
process, arrested six of  the 
suspects”

He said, “investigations 
are ongoing.”

 INTERPOL assisted in 
examining the laptops and 
mobile phones seized by 
EFCC during the arrests, 
helping to confirm the 
systematic use of  “Agent 
Tesla” malware to access 
business computers and 
d i v e r t  m o n e t a r y 
transactions to their own 
accounts.

 “ C y b e r c r i m e  i s 
spreading at a fast pace, with 
new t rends  cons tant ly 
e m e r g i n g .  T h r o u g h 
operations like Killer Bee, 
INTERPOL partners EFCC 
to keep pace with new 

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a n 
INTERPOL Cyber Report 
l i n k i n g  a  s u s p e c t e d 
syndica te  o f  Niger ian 
fraudsters operating from 
the West Coast of  Africa to 
the use of  a malicious 
Remote Access  Trojan 
(RAT) known as Agent 
Tesla.

 The men are thought to 
have used the RAT to 
r e r o u t e  f i n a n c i a l 
t r a n s a c t i o n s,  s t e a l i n g 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  o n l i n e 
connection details from 
corporate organizations, 
i n c l u d i n g  o i l  a n d  g a s 
companies in South East 
Asia, the Middle East and 
North Africa.

This is contained in a 
statement by the Spokesman 
for the EFCC, Mr. Wilson 
U w u j a r e n  a n d  m a d e 
available to newsmen on 

t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d 
understand the possibilities 
they create for criminals and 
how they can be used as 
t o o l s  f o r  f i g h t i n g 
cybercrime,” said EFCC's 
Director of  Operations, 
Abdulkarim Chukkol.

 “The  enforcement 
actions led by Nigeria and 
coordinated by INTERPOL 
send a clear message that 
cybercrime will have serious 
repercussions for those 
involved in business email 
c o m p r o m i s e  f r a u d , 
particularly in Nigeria,” 
added Mr. Chukkol.

Tuesday.
One of  the scammers, 

Hendrix Omorume has been 
charged with three counts of  
serious financial fraud and 
has been convicted and 
sentenced to  one year 
imprisonment.  The trial of  
the others is still ongoing.

 “Through its global 
police network and constant 
monitoring of  cyberspace, 
I N T E R P O L  h a d  t h e 
globally sourced intelligence 
needed to alert Nigeria to a 
serious security threat where 
millions could have been lost 
without swift police action,” 
said INTERPOL's Director 
of  Cybercrime Craig Jones.

 “Further arrests and 
prosecutions are foreseen 
a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  a s 
intelligence continues to 
come in and investigations 
unfold,” added Mr Jones.

The three men, aged 
between 31 and 38, were 
each arrested in possession 
o f  f a k e  d o c u m e n t s , 
i n c l u d i n g  f r a u d u l e n t 
invoices and forged official 
letters.

Operation Killer Bee is 
l e d  b y  t h e  A S E A N 
Cybercrime Operations 
Desk, which is funded by the 
Japan-ASEAN Integration 
F u n d  ( JA I F )  2 . 0  a n d 
supported by the Singapore 
Government.

Operational partners 
included Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
M y a n m a r ,  N i g e r i a , 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam
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he average airfare Tpaid by passengers 
on specified routes 

for a single journey has 
increased by 52 per cent in 
the past 12 months, the 
N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  
Statistics data have shown. 

In a new report titled, 
“Transport Fare Watch 
(April 2022),” the NBS said 
airfares recorded a 19 per 
cent increase when gauged 
on a month-on-month 
basis. 

O n  s t a t e  p r o f i l e  
analysis, Taraba recorded 
the highest air transport 
charges (for specified routes 
single journey) in April 
2022 with N65,000.00, 
followed by Kogi with 
N64,258.91, while Kano 
recorded the least with 
N50,000.00. 

Analysis by zone also 
showed that the North-
Central  recorded the 
highest airfare in April, 
2022 with N57, 552.54, 
followed by the North-East 
with N56, 800.16, while the 
South-East had the least 
with N53,402.58.

The significant hike in 
airfares, according to 
f i n d i n g s ,  i s  n o t  
unconnected to the recent 
challenges faced by local 
airlines, ranging from 
energy price hikes to lack of  
access to foreign exchange. 

It had earlier been 
reported how domestic 
airline operators threatened 

to ground their operations 
due to a substantial increase 
in the price of  Jet A1, also 
called aviation fuel. 

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  o u r  
correspondent, an official 
in the Corporate Affairs 
Department of  the Airline 
Operators of  Nigeria, the 
umbrella body for local 
carriers, Mr. Ewos Iroro, 
described the factors  
behind the increase of  
a i r f a r e s  a s  o b v i o u s  
c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  t h e  
operators had clamoured 
about over the past few 
months. 

According to him, the 
onus of  relieving the sector 
of  the bottlenecks affecting 
the operations of  the 
airlines is a responsibility 
the government should take 
more seriously. 

He said, “We know 
what has been happening in 
the sector in the last few 
months. The price of  jet 
fuel has gone up. There are 
so many factors. All the 
factors are already out 
there.  Ai r l ines  don ' t  
determine most of  the 
factors. Airlines are also 
operating in a system.” 

The Chief  Executive 
Officer, TopBrass Aviation, 
Captain Roland Iyayi, also 
blamed the inability of  the 
government to solve certain 
fundamental challenges as 
the reason behind the spike 
in airfares in the last one 

year. 
According to him, 

energy costs constitute 
about 50 per cent of  airlines 
operating cost. This, he 
said, would invariably give 
rise to a corresponding hike 
in airfares.

Iyayi said, “I think the 
solution is actually in the 
hands of  the government. 
I f  f o r  i n s t a n c e,  o u r  
refineries were working, the 
cost of  fuel would have 
been lower than what it is 
today. Fuel, for airlines 
constitute about 50 per cent 

i r s t  C i t y FMonument Bank 
( F C M B )  h a s 

announced auto loans of  
up to N30 million at a 
reduced interest rate to 
support acquiring brand 
n e w  a n d  p r e - o w n e d 
vehicles (Tokunbo), with 
N 5 0 0 ,  0 0 0  a s  t h e 
minimum loan amount 
that a customer can access 
for a repayment duration 
of  up to five years.

FCMB's Divisional 
Head, Personal Banking, 
Mr. Shamsideen Fashola, 
said: “Vehicle ownership 
is one of  the most exciting 
moments in a person's life. 
Yet, many people struggle 
to save up for a long time 
to make this dream come 
true. To bridge this gap, we 

c r e a t e d  a  v a l u e 
proposition that is flexible, 
convenient and empowers 
individuals, families and 
businesses to achieve the 
d r e a m  o f  v e h i c l e 
ownership. Nigerians can 
now finance their dream 
vehicle with an auto loan 
from FCMB at a low-
interest rate with monthly 
or yearly payment options 
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e i r 
income. We, therefore, 
u r g e  t h e  p o p u l a c e , 
including, but not limited 
to salaried individuals, to 
take advantage of  this 
opportunity to fulfill their 
v e h i c l e  o w n e r s h i p 
dream.”

FCMB Auto Loan 
e m p o w e r s  q u a l i f i e d 
Nigerians to part-finance 

the purchase of  brand-new 
and pre-owned vehicles 
w h i l e  s p r e a d i n g  t h e 
repayment between one 
and five years. The loan, 
which is dependent on the 
type of  vehicle to be 
purchased, is open to 
salaried individuals and 
self-employed Nigerians.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  
Stat i s t ics  (NBS),  the 
number of  registered 
vehicles in Nigeria is 13 
million. However, vehicle 
ownership in the country 
h a s  b e e n  d e c l i n i n g 
because of  increased 
prices. This is due to 
foreign exchange and 
importation challenges, 
l e a d i n g  t o  a  d r a s t i c 
reduction in purchasing 

power and sales decline in 
the auto industry.

A purpose beyond 
profit commercial banking 
institution, First City 
Monument Bank is a 
member of  FCMB Group 
Plc, led by Ladi Balogun 
as Group Chief  Executive.

T h e  B a n k  i s 
committed to COVID-19 
recovery, income equality 
and poverty reduction by 
easing credit constraints to 
disadvantaged individuals 
and small businesses. The 
intervention of  FCMB in 
the automobile sector 
aligns with Goals 3 and 10 
o f  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e 
D e ve l o p m e n t  G o a l s 
(SDGs), which focus on 
well-being and reduced 
inequalities.

of  their direct operating 
cost. So, if  you take that 
fuel increased from N150 to 
about N700; that's about 
400 per cent increase, but 
nobody is talking about 
that. If  fuel increased by 
400 per cent and airfares 
increased by 52%, and fuel 
comprises 50 per cent of  the 
direct operating cost of  an 
airline's cost of  production, 
then there is something 
very significantly wrong. I 
would assume that based 
on those numbers, airlines 
may not even be breaking 

even.” 
Also speaking,  an 

economic expert at the Pan-
A t l a n t i c  U n i ve r s i t y,  
Associate Professor Emeka 
Osuji described the hike as 
inevitable considering 
recent events in the aviation 
sector and the attendant 
economic consequences of  
these events. 

He said, “Aviation fuel 
has gone up. I don't blame 
the airlines. When aviation 
fuel goes up like it has done, 
you have to expect an 
increase. The politicians 
have taken all the dollars for 
their political activities. 
Ever yth ing  about  an  

aircraft is dollarized, now 
the dollar has gone up to 
N600. When that happens 
you don't need anybody to 
tell you what it will give rise 
to.”

Osuji also said the 
economy had been badly 
managed and decried 
N i g e r i a ' s  c o n t i n u e d  
inability to refine fuel for 
local consumption. 

According to him, 
much of  the energy crisis 
that has led to increased 
cost of  production would 
have been tackled if  the 
government had been alive 
to their responsibilities. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness

Airfares surge by 52% over forex, jet-A1 crisis

FCMB unveils vehicle ownership scheme
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EU Leaders during the meeting in Brussel.

A
s mourners in Uvalde, 
Tex., prepared to bury 
19 children and two 
teachers, elected offi-

cials vowed Monday to examine 
last week’s elementary school 
massacre and the flawed police 
response, and drive changes to 
gun laws.

President Biden, who spent 
nearly four hours Sunday visit-
ing with the families of Uvalde 
victims, told reporters he would 
not give up on efforts to achieve 
“common-sense” gun legislation.

“The folks who were victim-
ized, their families, they spent 
three hours and 40 minutes with 
me. They waited all that time. 
Some came two hours early,” 
Biden told reporters at the White 
House. “The pain is palpable. I 
think a lot of it is unnecessary. 
I’m going to continue to push.”

Meanwhile, the chairwoman of 
the House Judiciary subcommit-
tee on crime called for hearings 
on Capitol Hill to give families a 
chance to tell their stories, and to 
seek ways to prevent mass shoot-
ings.

“We will look comprehensive-
ly at Uvalde and the incident that 
occurred last Tuesday,” said Rep. 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Tex.), 
whose Houston-based district is 
several hours from Uvalde and 
Robb Elementary School, the site 
of  the shootings. Jackson Lee at-
tended church with the president 
and first lady Jill Biden in Uvalde 
on Sunday.

Jackson Lee said the goal of  
hearings, which might also take 
place in Texas, would be to deter-
mine “the facts” of  what happened 
and to propose solutions. “We can 
do multiple things,” she said in 
an interview, adding that her fo-
cus right now is on the families’ 

“mourning and pain.”
The congresswoman noted that 

the nation on Monday observed 
Memorial Day by honoring men 
and women who fell in battle. “We 
have children murdered as though 
they were at battle,” she said. “And 
that is not fitting of  this nation.”

One of  the survivors Biden met 
with on Sunday was 9-year-old 
Jaydien, who hid under a desk in 
his classroom. In an interview on 
Monday, Jaydien, who is being 
identified by first name only be-
cause he is a minor, said he asked 
the president: “Could you please 
make our schools safer and send 
more police, please?”

“I will try,” Biden said, according 
to Jaydien and his grandmother, 
Betty Fraire, who last name is dif-
ferent than her grandson’s.

The boy had one more request: 
Could the president also make sure 
teenagers are not able to carry rifles 
because, the child said, “it’s dan-
gerous.” Biden’s reply: “I am work-
ing on it.”

Biden recalled for reporters on 
Monday a visit he made to a trau-
ma hospital in New York, where he 
was shown X-rays of  shooting vic-
tims. “A 9mm bullet blows the lung 
out of  the body,” he said. “There’s 
simply no rational basis for [a 
high-caliber weapon] in terms of  
self-protection, hunting.”

Authorities have said the Uvalde 
gunman, 18-year-old Salvador Ro-
lando Ramos, bought more than 
1,000 rounds of  ammunition days 
before the shooting. More than 
300 rounds were found inside the 
school, according to police.

“It makes no sense to be able to 
purchase something that can fire 
up to 300 rounds,” Biden said.

He added that the Second 
Amendment, which protects the 
right to bear arms, was “never 

Community divide over Texas gun law as
Biden vows to ‘continue to push’ for gun laws 

US Supreme Court leak stirs abortion passions in Africa

W
hen a desperate and 
bleeding 17-year-old 
girl walked into her 
rural health centre, 

Kenyan medic Ismail Mohammed 
Salim thought he was doing the 
right thing by helping her conclude 
an unwanted and dangerous preg-
nancy.

“I gave an evacuation service 
to save a patient’s life as the gov-
ernment trained me to do. Then 
I’m prosecuted,” said Salim, who 
was accused of  performing an ille-
gal abortion and detained in Kilifi 
town, where he had to sleep 20-to-
a-cell.

After a week in custody and a 
two-year legal process, the clinical 
officer and girl were vindicated in 
March by the High Court, which re-
affirmed Kenya’s constitutional pro-
vision for abortion services in emer-
gency or life-threatening situations.

Such cases have given cheer in re-
cent years to abortion rights activists 
around Africa, where cultural and 
religious traditions clash with the 

reality of  widespread underage and 
unwanted pregnancies, sometimes 
by rape or incest.

Now, however, those activists 
are looking nervously to the Unit-
ed States, where a leaked Supreme 
Court ruling would, if  confirmed, 
overturn the landmark Roe v Wade 
decision that legalized abortion 
there.

“It is a major threat to abortion 
rights globally,” said Evelyne Opon-
do, senior regional director for Af-
rica of  the Center for Reproductive 
Rights, covering Kenya, Uganda, 
Malawi, Nigeria, Tanzania, Rwan-
da and Zambia.

“A lot of  us have looked up to the 
U.S. for a lot of  things really, and 
perhaps believed too much in their 
system.”

U.S. President Joe Biden elim-
inated his predecessor Donald 
Trump’s so-called “global gag” rule 
banning funds for aid groups that 
discuss abortion, and has promised 
counter-measures should the U.S. 
Supreme Court confirm the draft 

ruling reported by news outlet Po-
litico.

Experts say an overturning of  
Roe v Wade would have an inevita-
ble major knock-on effect in Africa, 
emboldening anti-abortionists and 
boosting their funding, much of  
which comes from American pock-
ets.

According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), there are 
around 73 million abortions glob-
ally per year, 45% in unsafe condi-
tions. Poor nations bear the brunt, 
with 220 women dying for every 
100,000 unsafe abortions.

In Africa, 75% of  terminations 
are unsafe, the WHO says. They 
occur in homes or backstreet clinics, 
sometimes by inserting knitting nee-
dles or bicycle spokes, or drinking 
bleach. Around the world’s poorest 
continent, a strong anti-abortion 
lobby has helped stall some liberal-
ising reproduction bills, including in 
the East African bloc’s parliament.

Those campaigners say it is a prac-
tice akin to murder being imposed 

Abortion rights protesters participate in nationwide demonstrations, in Seattle

absolute,” noting: “You couldn’t 
buy a cannon when the Second 
Amendment was passed.”

At the same time, the president 
acknowledged that much of  the 
power to impose gun safety regu-
lations rests with Congress, where 
lawmakers have debated the issue 
for years. “I can’t outlaw a weap-
on. I can’t change the background 
checks. I can’t do that,” Biden said.

He added that he thinks “things 
have gotten so bad that everybody 
is getting more rational about it. At 
least that’s my hope and prayer.”

Some lawmakers have indicated 
that the Uvalde attack could spur 
Congress to at least limited action.

“There are more Republicans in-
terested in talking about finding a 
path forward this time than I have 

ever seen since Sandy Hook,” Sen. 
Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) told 
ABC’s “This Week,” referring to 
a school shooting in Connecticut a 
decade ago that killed 20 students 
and six adults but did not lead to 
the passage of  sweeping legislation 
on the federal level.

Jackson Lee, whose crime panel 
is part of  the Judiciary Committee, 
said she will seek to move gun safe-
ty legislation, including a proposal 
to require a seven-day waiting peri-
od for purchases of  assault weap-
ons like the one used in Uvalde.

On May 24, an array of  federal 
and local law enforcement agencies 
responded to the reports of  gunfire 
outside and inside the school.

But officers waited more than 
an hour — through multiple 911 

calls from students — to storm the 
classroom where the gunman and 
many of  his victims were locked 
in.

Officials have said school dis-
trict Police Chief  Pete Arredondo 
wrongly treated the attack as a 
barricade situation rather than an 
active-shooter situation once the 
initial gunfire stopped.

Arredondo has not spoken pub-
licly since the shooting. He recent-
ly was elected to the Uvalde City 
Council and was supposed to be 
sworn in Tuesday evening. On 
Monday, the Uvalde mayor issued 
a statement saying the council 
meeting had been cancelled so the 
community could focus on griev-
ing.

on Africa by Westerners when at-
tention would be better spent on ba-
sics such as schools and clean water.

Kathy Kageni-Oganga, a pastor at 
Kenya’s Sozo Church of  God, said 
she was praying that Roe v Wade 
is overturned but would still be sur-
prised if  it happened. “It would be 
such a miracle,” she said.

Most U.S. experts believe that the 
U.S. court, with a 6-3 conservative 

majority including three justices ap-
pointed by Trump, will act to end or 
cut back abortion rights.

“They kill these babies worse than 
dogs. Nobody has the right to decide 
who lives and who dies, only God,” 
added Kageni-Oganga. “Abortion is 
actually very foreign and it’s actual-
ly taboo. But people in Africa have 
been made to believe that it’s posh, 
it’s cool.”
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remier League stars PSad io  Mane  and 
M o h a m e d  S a l a h 

head to Africa for 2023 Cup 
o f  N a t i o n s  ( A F C O N ) 
q u a l i f i e r s  w e a r y  a n d 
disappointed after a 70-
match season that ended 
w i t h  L i v e r p o o l ' s 
Champions League final 
loss.

M a n e - i n s p i r e d 

anchester City Mh a v e  a l r e a d y 
l a n d e d  t h e 

signing of  the summer with 
Erling Haaland's arrival 
from Borussia Dortmund, 
but Dimitar Berbatov thinks 
he might take some time to 
settle in.

The 21-year-old is one of  
the hottest prospects in 
world football, but Berbatov 
thinks he must learn from 
Jadon Sancho's mistakes this 
season.

“I have one or two 
concerns about how he is 
going to adapt in the Premier 
League, but this is purely 
based on former Dortmund 
p layer  Jadon Sancho ' s 
problems this season at 
United,” Berbatov told 
Betfair.

Manches te r  Uni ted 
signed Sancho for a fee of  
around £72mill ion and 
while he has shown glimpses 
of  quality, he hasn't quite 
lived up to that price tag so 
far.

In his first season with 
Manchester United Sancho 
scored just three goals in the 
Premier League.

“United spend so much 
money spent on Sancho, 
with great expectations, and 
he can do so much more. 
That 's  why it ' s  got me 
thinking.

“People are expecting so 
much from Haaland, a hat-
trick every game! He will be 
judged by the goals he 
scores,  every str iker is 
unfortunately.”

Haaland has scored 22 
goals this season in the 
Bundesliga in just 21 starts 
and Pep Guardiola will be 
hopeful of  a similar return 
for City next season.

“I'm curious to see how 
he is going to fit into the City 
team. He is a number nine, 
but it will be interesting to 
s e e  i f  G u a r d i o l a  h a s 
different ideas about him 
and how he approaches 
games.

“Haaland is not only 
about goals, he has other 
really strong qualities that he 
brings to the game.

“Maybe Guardiola will 
come up with a different way 
o f  p l a y i n g  H a a l a n d , 
surprising the opposition in 
the process, that would be 
great to see.”

Ethiopia, none of  whose 
grounds meet international 
standards.

The first three of  46 
matchday one and two 
qualifiers are scheduled for 
Wednesday and the last 
three for June 13.

Another Premier League 
star, winger Riyad Mahrez 
f r o m  c h a m p i o n s 
Manchester City, cannot 

d e f e n d i n g  c h a m p i o n s 
Senegal host Benin and visit 
Rwanda in Group L and 
should secure maximum 
points in a competition 
where section winners and 
r u n n e r s - u p  s e c u r e 
tournament places.

Salah-captained Egypt 
begin with a home match 
against Guinea in Group D, 
then travel to Malawi to face 

lead Algeria against Uganda 
and Tanzania in Group F 
due to an undisclosed injury.

B a r c e l o n a  f o r w a r d 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang wil l  be a 
notable absentee when 
G a b o n  t a c k l e  t h e 
Democratic Republic of  
Congo and Mauritania in 
Group I having announced 
h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m 
international football.

But the spotlight, as 
always, will be on Anfield 
teammates Mane and Salah, 
the last two winners of  the 
African Footballer of  the 
Year title.

According to global 
footballers' union FIFPro, 

he Briton will face TUsyk for the second 
time this year after 

l o s i n g  h i s  u n i f i e d 
heavyweight titles when they 
last collided in September.

A rematch between the 
pair was expected to take 
place on July 23 in Saudi 
Arabia, but The Telegraph 
are now reporting that it has 
been postponed to mid-
August due to a dispute over 
broadcasting rights.

Sky has struck a deal with 
J o s h u a  t o  s h o w  i t s 
destination date with Usyk 
on their Box Office platform 
in the UK, while DAZN – 
promoter Eddie Hearn's 
exclusive broadcast partner – 
w i l l  t a k e  o v e r  t h e 
international rights.

The report states that 
additional two or three weeks 
will be needed to resolve the 
existing issues surrounding 
the broadcast deals.

Their return fight is 
believed to still take place in 
the Middle East, where 
Joshua took his unified 
crown against Andy Ruiz Jr 

earlier in December 2019.
The delay will give him 

more time to get used to new 
trainer Robert Garcia, amid 
reports claiming he has 
jo ined  fo rces  wi th  the 
Mexican-American

Additional time is also 
believed to be needed to 
c r e a t e  a  p u r p o s e - b u i l t 
stadium in Saudi Arabia 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a i r 
condi t ioning,  which  i s 
essential given the scorching 
temperatures of  over 40 
degrees.

Hearn revealed in an 
interview with iFL TV this 
week that while his proposed 

aris Saint-Germain Phave pulled out of  the 
r u n n i n g  t o  s i g n 

Juventus target Paul Pogba, 
according to repor ts  in 
France.

T h e  m i d f i e l d e r  i s 
expected to leave Manchester 
United on a free transfer 
when his contract expires on 
June 30 – with Juve among 
the front runners for his 
signature.

Recent reports suggested 
that when Rafaela Pimenta, 
the lawyer of  former agent 
M i n o  R a i o l a ,  w h o 
represented Pogba among 
other top footballers, spoke to 
Juve chiefs, a move for the 
France international was 
discussed.

PSG had been considered 
competitors for Pogba's 
signature but L'Equipe report 
they are no longer in the race 
as new sporting director Luis 
Campos is not interested.

Pogba had been a target 
for  Leonardo,  Campos ' 
predecessor.

The 29-year-old made his 
professional debut with 
United in 2011 but left to join 
Juve on a free transfer in the 
summer of  2012.

After four seasons in 
Turin and Serie A and Coppa 
Italia doubles in each, he 
returned to United for a then 
world-record transfer fee of  
€105 million.

J u l y  2 3  d a t e  w a s n ' t 
guaranteed, there's an official 
announcement confirming 
the rematch is coming.

'If  you ask if  there is a 
delay? If  so, you're talking 
about two weeks and it's for 
no other reason than time 
and making sure we can 
promote the fight properly,” 
he said.

“The fight is on, the fight 
has been agreed in terms of  
where it will take place and 
both sides agree, both sides 
have agreed on the deal and 
b o t h  s i d e s  a g r e e  o n 
everything.

both forwards made 70th 
appearances in the 2021-
2022 season when playing 
for Liverpool in the 1-0 
Champions League final 
defeat by Real Madrid last 
Saturday.

F I F P r o  b e l i e v e 
footballers should not play 
more than 55 matches in a 
season, warning that stars 
like Mane and Salah are 
b e i n g  p u s h e d  t o  t h e i r 
physical limits.

Vincent Gouttebarge, the 
FIFPro chief  medical officer, 
sent a stark message: “This 
k i n d  o f  w o r k i n g 
environment is conducive to 
the development of  mental 
health problems.”

Liver poo l  manager, 
Jurgen Klopp is sympathetic 
to his African stars, saying 
“Mane and Salah have two 
weeks  o f f  a  year  in  a 
physically demanding job”.

Short flying distances 
b e t w e e n  E u r o p e a n 
countries help national team 
stars, but Mane, Salah and 
hundreds of  other Africans 
regularly face many hours in 
the air,  punctuated by 
lengthy stop-overs.

When South African 
sides play in North Africa, 
they usually travel via the 
United Arab Emirates or 
Qatar due to the absence of  
direct flights and to cut 
costs.

Mane and Salah head to Africa for AFCON qualifying

Erling Haaland will take time to
click – Berbatov

Joshua vs Usyk clash postponed over
broadcast rights

PSG pull out of Pogba chase

Haaland Pogba

Joshua, Usyk

Salah, Mane
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ten Hag intensify.

Prior to joining the 
Premier League, O'Boyle 
was at Liverpool for almost 
six years, initially as head 
of  fitness elite development 
before becoming a first 
team fitness coach when 
K l o p p  t o o k  o v e r  a s 
manager in October 2015.

A lifelong United fan 
who played at one of  the 
club's centres of  excellence 
in his native Northern 
Ireland as a youngster, 
O'Boyle briefly worked as a 
coach in United's academy 
16 years ago.

He is due to complete 
his Uefa pro coaching 
licence this summer and is 
also working towards a 
doctorate having already 
achieved a masters in 
sports science. O'Boyle 
spent three years as head of  
sports science at Coventry 
between 2008 and 2011.

M u r t o u g h  r a n  a n 
ex h a u s t ive  i n t e r v i ew 
process and wanted a 
multifaceted candidate 
w i t h  s t r o n g  f o o t b a l l 
k n o w l e d g e  w h o  w a s 
c o m f o r t a b l e  wo r k i n g 
across a variety of  areas.

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  h ave 
appointed one 

of  Jurgen Klopp's former 
f i t n e s s  c o a c h e s  a t 
L i ve r p o o l  a s  d e p u t y 
football director amid the 
latest wave of  structural 
changes at Old Trafford.

Andy O'Boyle arrives 
at United from the Premier 
League, where he has spent 
the last five years as head of  
e l i t e  p e r f o r m a n c e 
responsible for advising 
c l u b s  o n  t a l e n t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d 
recruitment, performance 
analysis, sports science and 
medicine, psychology and 
loan management.

He will report directly 
to United's increasingly 
i n f l u e n t i a l  f o o t b a l l 
director, John Murtough.

It is anticipated that 
O'Boyle's arrival will free 
up around two-thirds of  
M u r t o u g h ' s  we e k  b y 
removing much of  the day-
to-day bureaucracy that at 
present comes across his 
desk and enable him to 
narrow his focus on the 
first team and the critical 
issue of  recruitment as 
moves to reshape the squad 
under new manager Erik 

EFA's Technical 

UObserver panel has 
released the top ten 

goals  for  the 2021/22 
UEFA Champions League 
season.

UEFA released the top 
ten goals of  the Champions 
League campaign in a post 
via its website on Tuesday.

Real Madrid ace Karim 
Benzema's powerful header 
away to Chelsea impressed 
the most to win Goal of  the 
Season.

Benzema's strike was 
his first in a memorable hat-
trick at Stamford Bridge in 
the quarter-finals – and one 
of  his 15 in the competition 
this term as the France 
international was crowned 
top scorer.

His teammate, Vinícius 
Júnior 's  solo effor t  at 
Shakhtar Donetsk, earned 
him the runner-up spot, 
w h i l e  P a r i s  S a i n t -
Germain's Kylian Mbappe 
came third for his superb 
late goal for Paris at home 
to Madrid in the round of  
16.

However, fans are now 
expected to vote for their 
f a v o u r i t e  f r o m  t h e 
observers' top ten.

UEFA's top 10 Goals of  
the Season:

1  K a r i m  B e n z e m a 
(Chelsea 1-3 Real Madrid) – 

Quarter-final f irst  leg, 
06/04/2022

2  V i n í c i u s  J ú n i o r 
(Shakhtar Donetsk 0-5 Real 
Madrid) – Group stage, 
19/10/2021

3 Kylian Mbappé (Paris 
1-0 Real Madrid) – Round 
of  16 first leg, 15/02/2022

4 Robert Lewandowski 
(Dynamo Kyiv 1-2 Bayern) 
– Group stage, 23/11/2021

5 Marco Asensio (Real 
Madrid 2-0 Inter) – Group 
stage, 07/12/2021

6  A l e x  T e l l e s 

EFA's Technical 

UObserver panel on 
Tuesday named 

Real Madrid's Vinícius 
Júnior as the 2021/22 
UEFA Champions League 
Young Player of  the Season.

Vinicius caught the eye 
o f  U E FA ' s  Te c h n i c a l 
Observer panel this season 
after six assists and four 
goa l s,  inc lud ing  Rea l 
Madrid's winner in the final 
against Liverpool.

The 21-year-old capped 
a breakthrough season with 
the  on ly  goa l  aga ins t 
Liverpool in the Stade de 
France  f ina l ,  bur y ing 
Federico Valverde's cross-
shot at the far post in the 

59th minute.
It was his fourth strike 

of  the Champions League 
campaign, to go with six 
assists – a figure bettered 
o n l y  b y  M a n c h e s t e r 
United's Bruno Fernandes.

The bulk of  those assists 
set up goals for 2021/22 
UEFA Champions League 
Player of  the Season Karim 
Benzema, as the duo forged 
an effective partnership.

W h i l e  B e n z e m a 
p r o v i d e d  p o w e r  a n d 
p r e d a t o r y  i n s t i n c t s , 
Vinícius shone with his 
pace, quick feet and creative 
flair, best highlighted by his 
sensational solo goal in the 
5-0 group stage win at 
Shakhtar Donetsk.

(Manchester United 2-1 
Villarreal) – Group stage, 
29/09/2021

7 Sébastien Thill (Real 
Madrid 1-2 Sheriff) – Group 
stage, 28/09/2021

8  R o d r y g o  ( R e a l 
Madrid 2-3 Chelsea) – 
Quarter-final second leg, 
12/04/2022

9 Lionel Messi (Paris 2-
0 Manchester City) – Group 
stage, 28/09/2021

10 Thiago Alcántara 
(Liverpool 2-0 Porto) – 
Group stage, 24/11/2021

W i t h  n i n e  d i r e c t 
reports across an array of  
departments, there have 
b e e n  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 
Murtough being too thinly 
spread but O'Boyle's arrival 
will significantly lighten 
his load and enable him to 
focus much more heavily 
on recruitment. That will 
be further facilitated by the 
planned appointment this 
summer of  a head of  
women's football.

“We are delighted to 
welcome Andy back to 
Manchester United to take 
up this important role in 
the club's leadership,” 
Murtough said. “Andy has 
exper ience  across  a l l 
technical areas of  football, 
from fitness and sports 
science to scouting and 
recruitment.

“This will make him a 
valuable addition to my 
team at Carrington as we 
continue to strengthen 
leadership and strategic 
planning across all our 
football activities.”

O'Boyle – who was also 
at the heart of  the Premier 
League's response to the 
challenges presented by 

Covid – said: “I am thrilled 
to be rejoining Manchester 
United at such an exciting 
time for the club, as the first 
team prepares for a fresh 
start under Erik ten Hag, 
and the academy and 
women's teams go from 
strength to strength.”

U n i t e d  h ave  b e e n 
undergoing significant 
structural change since Ed 
Woodward left at the end 
of  January and Richard 
Arnold took over as chief  
executive.

Sen ior  scouts  J im 
Lawlor and Marcel Bout 
have gone and United's 
director of  negotiations 
Matt Judge is serving his 
notice period after deciding 
to leave the club.

erie A giants, Napoli 

Shave revealed that 
they will stop listening 

to bids for Super Eagles 
striker Victor Osimhen from 
the 8th July.

Osimhen is one of  the 
most sought-after assets in 
Europe at the moment, 
fo l lowing his  br i l l iant 
returns of  18 goals and six 
assists in 32 games for the 
Partenopeans.

Premier League sides 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d , 
Arsenal, and Newcastle are 
the frontrunners to secure 
the services of  the 23-year-
old, but Napoli's valuation 
of  €100million has been a 
significant setback for any 
potential deal.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 

l a  A i n a  a n d 

OInnocent Bonke 
are doubtful for 

Nigeria's friendly against 
La Tri of  Ecuador on 
Thursday (Friday morning) 
in Nigeria.

Aina suffered a knock 
during the team's first 
training session in Dallas 
and missed the 2-1 defeat to 
M e x i c o  o n  S u n d a y 

morning.
Lorient midfielder, 

Innocent Bonke copped an 
injury in the game against 
Mexico.

He was replaced at 
half-time by Kano Pillars' 
Faisal Sanni.

The duo stayed out of  
the team's gruelling session 
on Monday night to do light 
recovery of  their own.

The Super Eagles had 
their final training session 
ahead of  the game at 
Montclair State University 
pitch on Tuesday.

Jose Peseiro's side will 
file out against Ecuador at 
the Red Bull Arena in 
Harrison on Thursday 
evening, as from 8pm ET 
( 1 a m  o n  3 r d  Ju n e  i n 
Nigeria).

M o n d o N a p o l i ,  t h e 
Partenopeans are looking to 
close the door early on bids 
for Osimhen, as they have 
revealed that Napoli will 
stop listening to offers for 
Osimhen from the 8th of  
July.

Asides from it being a 
way to keep Osimhen at the 
club for at least another 
year, it would also ensure 
s t a b i l i t y  a n d  p r e ve n t 
distractions in the team 
ahead of  the new season, 
which begins in August.

Wednesday 1 - Thursday 2 June, 2022 

Manchester United appoint new Deputy Director

UEFA releases top 10 Goals of the
Season

Vinicius wins Champions
League Young Player of
the Season

Transfers: Napoli set June 8 deadline
for Osimhen

Aina, Bonke doubtful for Super
Eagles friendly vs Ecuador

O’Boyle

Osimhen

Bonnke Aina
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The fresh news people

h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  Tg o v e r n m e n t  i n 
es tab l i sh ing,  S ta te 

Water Corporation, as it is 
popularly known even to most 
people till now, is to process 
and make available to her 
citizens and residents portable 
water. 

But ,  reg ret tably,  that 
o b j e c t i v e  i s  y e t  t o  b e 
accomplished, well over thirty 
five years of  the establishment 
of  the Imo State Water & 
Sewerage Corporation.

What could be responsible, 
for the agency's failure to 
achieve this objective, you may 
want to ask?

Based on facts we got in the 
process of  Opinion Survey, we 
conducted on the Imo Water 
Corporation's inability to 
process and supply to the 
people,  por table  waters, 
inadequate funding on the part 
of  the government of  Imo 
State; is a major holdback on 
the wheel of  the agency, as it 
moves towards the objective 
a n d  m a n d a t e  f o r  h e r 
establishment. Another reason 
is corruption, the corruption 
we are talking about here is 
majorly at work in the parent 
m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  w a t e r 
corporation, Ministry of  
Public Utilities. 

Our findings indicate that 
most times, when money is 
released for the corporation, a 
chunk of  it never get to them 
for the execution of  the 
proposal for which the money 
is meant.

There are other handful of  
reasons, why the corporation is 
yet to hit her target, portable 
water for all in Imo State. 
Meanwhile in an effort to meet 
the water need of  the people, 
individual landlords have 
embarked on indiscriminate 
dri l l ing of  boreholes,  as 
alternate means to meet the 
water need of  the people. But, 
unfortunately our survey 
findings clearly shows that 
there are health challenge 
issues associated with this 
indiscriminate sinking of  

boreholes. 
I have had the privilege to 

a t t e n d  s e m i n a r s  c u m 
workshops, organized by local 
and international agencies on 
the way forward with regard to 
processing and distribution of  
pure water. By pure water here, 
we mean quality water, good 
for human consumption.

For anyone to s ink a 
borehole, in an ideal situation, 
there are rules and regulations 
that must be followed for water 
gotten from there to qualify to 
be called portable water. Let 
me at this juncture highlight 
some of  the r ules  being 
violated by Private Owners of  
boreholes.

Borehole is not supposed 
to be located less than 10 
meters away from Septic tank. 
But regrettably over 80 percent 
of  boreholes currently in use in 
the State of  Imo, do not meet 
this specified regulation. Some 
others are sited on the edge of  
the gutter.

I am not surprised that 
water  bor ne  d isease  are 
prevalent in the state. In some 

cases, new born babies come 
with different afflictions most 
of  which are traceable to 
impure water consumed by 
their mothers before they are 
born. It can be seen from this 
angle clearly, that a lots of  
negative health challenges 
awaits us, except we do a U-
turn and move in the right 
direction.

A n o t h e r  f r i g h t e n i n g 
d a n ge r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
indiscriminate sinking of  
boreholes is the fact that it is 
capable of  causing landslide in 
future, if  proper steps are not 
urgently taken, by the Imo 
W a t e r  &  S e w e r a g e 
Corporation whose regulatory 
function it's to ensure sanity in 
the Imo State water sector.

Outside processing and 
distributing portable water to 
the people of  Imo State, it is the 
State Water & Sewerage 
Corporation's responsibility to 
regulate the water sector in the 
state.

T h e  I m o  W a t e r  & 
Sewerage Corporation, would 
have been ranking in hundreds 

of  millions as Internally 
Generated Revenue (IGR) if  it 
h a d  b e e n  a l i v e  t o  h e r 
regulatory duty.

Going by responses in our 
opinion survey that cut across 
three major categories, the 
high-net-worth individuals, 
the middle class and the 
(Talakawas) the ordinary man 
or woman on the street. 

The three groups above 
likened the Imo Water Agency, 
to the re-branded NEPA 
EEDC, whose service is highly 
sort for by people, who are also 
ready to pay their bills, but 
regrettably they are unable to 
provide their much needed 
services and earn the money.

The people of  Imo are 
willing and ready to pay for the 
services of  Imo Water & 
Sewerage Corporation. And I 
can say with certainty that the 
corporation will generate 
hundreds of  millions as IGR 
monthly from loyal customers. 

I m o  p o p u l a t i o n  i s 
estimated at well over five (5) 
million people, all of  who need 
portable water for their daily 

living. But due to the failure, of  
the Imo Water & Sewerage 
Corporation to meet their 
water need many have resolved 
to drilling borehole in their 
individual houses, as a means 
of  accessing portable water, 
most times without adherence 
to approved standard.

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
emphasis let me quote some 
professionals on the issue of  
standard. Professor T. R. Ajayi 
a Geologist, with Obafemi 
Awolowo University Ile Ife, 
has this to say “If  a borehole is 
too close to a soak away tank 
there must be a linkage. He 
noted, that there must be a 
minimum distance of  10 
meters away from Septic tank. 
He also insist that materials 
used for the borehole must be 
top notch. Ajayi further added 
that every individual desiring 
to sink a borehole should 
consult officials of  the relevant 
state ministry or a Geologist 
for professional advice on the 
nature of  the environment, 
before siting borehole”. In 
their own contributions, John 
Owo, C.E.O. Cooha Water 
Technologist Ltd, National 
Agency  for  Food Dr ugs 
Administration NAFDAC, 
Standard required 10 meters 
that is 33 feet's away from 
S e p t i c  t a n k .  T h e  C i v i l 
E n g i n e e r s  c o n c o r d  t o 
NAFDAC Standards.

For Eretayo, a Medical 
P r a c t i t i o n e r  i n  L a g o s 
“Borehole water contains 
microbes, that can cause ill 
health. It may also contain 
chemicals such as calcium, 
magnesium and so on. These 
e lements  are  not  bad in 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  w h e n 
consumed in large amount can 
p r e d i s p o s e  t o  s t o n e 
formation”.

Need I, further explain 
w h y  t h e  I m o  Wa t e r  & 
Sewerage Corporation should 
get started and so the needful?.

H i s t o r y,  t h e  u n s e e n 
participant in every event, is 
watching and taken records of  
our actions and inactions.

Guest Writer
Resuscitating State Water & Sewerage Services:

 THE WAY FORWARD

Based on facts we got in the process of  
Opinion Survey, we conducted on the Imo Water 
Corporation's inability to process and supply to 
the people, portable waters, inadequate funding 
on the part of  the government of  Imo State; is a 
major holdback on the wheel of  the agency, as it 
moves towards the objective and mandate for her 
establishment. Another reason is corruption, the 
corruption we are talking about here is majorly 

at work in the parent ministry of  the water 
corporation, Ministry of  Public Utilities. 
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Interpol arrests 3 Nigerians
for online scamming

Four-year-old girl falls
into well, dies


