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Don’t waste your loan packages, 
NDE urges beneficiaries
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 News

From Chuma Austin, Enugu 

F
resh crisis has erupted 
in Enugu State chapter 
of  the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) following 
the alleged expulsion of  the 
immediate-past Chairman 
of  the party, Dr. Ben Nwoye 
and five others 

Already, the ex-chairman 
has dismissed his purport-
ed expulsion from the party, 
describing the act as a sham 
that holds no water.

Dr Nwoye said that the 
membership of  the originator 
of  the expulsion, Ugochuk-
wu  Agballa is still in dispute, 
stressing that he (Agballa) 
lacks such power to sack any 
member. According to him,  

Fresh crisis hit Enugu APC as ex-chairman,
Nwoye dismisses expulsion 

Agballa, whose membership 
of  the party and emergence 
as Chairman are still under 
contention in court ought to 
have taken time to study the 
APC’s constitution first. In-
stead Nwoye added, Agballa 
who recently joined the par-
ty from opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) is 
engaging in a macabre dance 
and political entertainment 
show. 

The former state  APC 
boss, who is also a serving 
Federal Commissioner in 
the Federal Competition and 
Consumer Protection Com-
mission (FCCPC) represent-
ing South East zone, said 
it’s quite unfortunate that 
one who claims to be state 

Chairman of  a political party 
do not understand relevant 
sections of  the party’s consti-
tution.

Agballa, had through one 
Robert Ngwu, who claimed 
to be the State Secretary of  
the party announced the 
ratification of  Nwoye’s pur-
ported suspension leading to 
his expulsion from the party 
on Tuesday over his alleged 
refusal to hand over to him. 
Aside, Nwoye, he equal-
ly disclosed that five other 
members of  the party, among 
them, a former Military Gov-
ernor of  Gombe state Group 
Captain Joe Orji (Retired) 
have equally been expelled 
from the party for dragging 
him to court.

But reacting to the an-
nouncement in Enugu 
Wednesday while speaking 
with Newsmen, Nwoye de-
scribed Agballa as a political 
entertainer, insisting that he 
is not a member of  the Enu-
gu APC. He said “because 
Agballa is not a member of  
the party that is why he do 
not know that APC has a 
constitution where processes 
of  sanctioning erring mem-
bers found wanting are stip-
ulated”

Nwoye, explained that his 
resolve not to hand over to 
Agballa was born out of  the 
fact that his membership of  
the party is still in dispute, 
adding that there are pending 

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he National Directo-
rate of  Employment, 
NDE has conducted 

an orientation programme 
for beneficiaries of  its Agri-
cultural loan packages and 
Sustainable Agricultural De-
velopment Training Scheme.

In his address at the event, 
which took place at NDE 
Abia State office, Umua-
hia, the Director General 

of  NDE, Mallam Abubakar 
Fikpo represented by the 
State Coordinator, Mr Chima 
Uzoma Ibeh, explained that 
the loan is a 40 percent carry 
over from the 100 beneficiar-
ies of  the 2021 Agricultural 
loan scheme for the state.

He said that those from that 
batch who could not receive 
their approved loan applica-
tions were now going to re-
ceive theirs.

While congratulating those 
selected to undergo the train-

ings or benefit from the vari-
ous loan packages, he further 
charged them to be serious 
with their trainings.

In his address, the Director, 
Rural Employment Promo-
tion department represented 
by Mr Pascal Edene remind-
ed the loan beneficiaries that 
the loans are repayable under 
a single digit interest rate with 
three months moratorium.

He urged them to put the 
loans to judicious use and 
also charged the training ben-
eficiaries to be dedicated to 
the trainings to enable them 
create self  employment for 
themselves and possibly oth-
ers too.

He further said that those 
who do well in their trainings 
will most likely benefit from 
the revolving NDE agricul-
tural loan packages.

Responding on behalf  of  
the loan beneficiaries, Mr Jus-
tin Okere promised to apply 
the loan in his piggery farm 
while appreciating the NDE 
for their crusade against un-
employment.

In another development, 
the National Directorate of  
Employment’s Enterpris-
es and Finance Counseling 
Clinic – NDE-EFCC, one of  
the training programmes de-
signed to equip aspiring en-
trepreneurs to master the var-
ious skills needed to succeed 
in their businesses, has been 
flagged off  in Abia State.

Flagging off  the ceremo-
ny in Umuahia, the D-G of  
NDE, Mallam Abubakar 
Nuhu Fikpo represented by 
Chima Uzoma Ibeh said that 
the beneficiaries of  the 5 days 
training programme would 
be issued with certificates of  
attendance that would qual-
ify them for soft loans from 
the NDE and other financial 
institutions.

Uzodimma made best choice in
choosing Ebere as Imo APC chairman 
- Owerri Zone
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he APC Owerri Zone 
has said that the Imo 
State Governor, Hope 

Uzodimma, made best 
choice in choosing Hon. 
Macdonald Kelechi Ebere, 
as the Imo State Chairman 
of  the All Progressive Con-
gress (APC).

The zone stated this 
through the former Commis-
sioner of  Public Utility and 
Rural Development, Hon. 
Barr. Tony Umezuruike 
(Aririerimba), in his address 
during a Grand Reception 
organized in honor of  the 
state APC Chairman, held 
on Wednesday, at the Con-
corde Hotel, Owerri.

The people, who thanked 
the Governor for favouring 
sons and daughters of  Ower-

ri Zone in terms of  appoint-
ing them into various politi-
cal positions in the state and 
beyond, lauded him for sus-
taining the party to achieve 
heights in Imo State.

“Your Excellency actually 
made best choice in the per-
son of  Hon. Sir Macdonald 
Kelechi Ebere (PhD KSJI) 
as the State Chairman of  our 
great party, APC. With Ebere 
as the Chairman, success is 
assured in all forthcoming 
elections. We want to assure 
Uzodimma that your love for 
Owerri people has endeared 
you to our people and we 
will never take it for granted 
come 2023 and 2024. As we 
honor one of  our own today, 
we the good people of  Ow-
erri Zone also wish to totally 
surrender our political loy-
alty to Uzodimma and also 

litigations in that regard.
He said he is ever ready to 

hand over all the APC prop-
erties under his custody to 
the national Secretariat, rath-
er than handing them over to 
a non member of  the party 
parading himself  as Chair-
man.

His words: “I can’t hand 
over to someone whose 
membership is in dispute. 
Several aggrieved members 
are in court over his question-
able membership”

He however, called on the 
National Chairman of  the 
party, Senator Adamu  Ab-
dulahi to take the bull by the 
horn and revisit the Enugu 
APC crisis,  reconciliatory 

Committee report which he 
chaired himself, with a view 
to doing the needful, so as to 
safe the party from total col-
lapse in the state. “So, I am 
using this medium to plead 
with our amiable national 
Chairman, Senator Adamu 
to revisit  the Enugu  Com -
mittee report and implement 
it, stressing that the current 
Enugu APC under Agballa is 
just nothing, but ‘buyers Be-
ware’ “Agballa’s action has 
shown that he just a traveler  
in the party and this is funda-
mentally  affecting the party 
in the state. He is de -market-
ting the party, and the nation-
al body should rise up and do 
something before it is too late.

behind the state Chairman 
of  APC, Macdonald Ebere. 
The success of  our joint ef-
forts shall make us optimis-
tic in our desire to build a 
stronger APC”, Umezuruike 
said.

They described Ebere 
as a humble, truthful and 
God- fearing person who is 
well educated and down- to- 
earth, saying “his life is also 
a testament in the political 
space in Imo State. Ebere has 
served in in various political 
capacities as a Senior Legis-
lative Assistant to a House 
of  Representatives Member, 
a onetime Transition Com-
mittee Chairman of  Owerri 
Municipal Council, current-
ly the General Manager of  
Imo State Environmental 
Transformation Commis-
sion (ENTRACO) and now 
as the Chairman of  Imo 
State APC”, among other 
positions.

Felicitating with Ebere, the 
IMC Chairman of  Oru West 
LGA, Hon. Willie Okolieg-
wo, described the reception 
as a wonderful outing, stress-
ing that the event shows that 
Imo State has come to accept 
APC and are very supportive 
of  Governor Hope Uzod-
imma led administration to 
reconstruct, rehabilitate and 
recover Imo State for the 
good of  all persons.

Reacting, Hon. MacDon-
ald Ebere, appreciated the 
people of  Owerri Zone and 
others for the show of  love 
showered on him, promising 
that he would never disap-
point APC nor the people of  
Owerri Zone and Imo State 
in general, commending 
Uzodimma for finding him 
worthy to serve the party in 
that capacity.

Tyre dealers protest disappearance 
of Chairman in Onitsha Market 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

N
ew Tyre Dealers 
Traders Nkpor, near 
Onitsha market, An-

ambra stste, have protested 
the disappearance of  their 
market chairman, Mr.Okey 
Atuenyi after receiving severe 
beating by some youths from 
Amafor village Nkpor on Fri-
day last week, when he was 
leaving the market premises.

The angry traders who 
carried placards with various 
inscriptions like “New Tyre 
is a Peaceful Market,” “Stop 
Touts in the Market” “New 
Tyre Market Weeps” “Anam-
bra State Government Help 
Us” “Our Chairman Is Miss-
ing” “Emma Guilder Give 
Us Chance” barricaded the 

Enugu /Onitsha Expressway 
to register their grievance.

The former chairman of  
the market who addressed the 
traders, said the alleged Ama-
for Youths have been extort-
ing both traders and custom-
ers with various weapons over 
time but the chairman of  the 
market resisted such illegal 
collections following Gover-
nor Soludo‘s ban on revenue 
collection by anybody, which 
did not go down well with the 
touts who allegedly invad-
ed the market on Friday last 
week, beat up their chairman, 
dispossessed him of  some un-
disclosed amount of  money 
and phones.

They called on Anambra 
state government to inter-
vene while pleading for calm 
among the angry traders.

Man remanded for 
alleged murder
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
man, Salem Chuk-
wunyere has been 
remanded in the cus-

tody of  Nigeria Correctional 
Centre in Umuahia for alleg-
edly killing two women. The 
names of  his victims, accord-
ing to a Court charge sheet, 
were Virginia Ndife and Chi-
oma Nwoke.

 Chukwunyere was alleged 
to have committed the crimes 
in August and September 
2021 respectively. He was ar-
raigned on a 3-count charge 
of  murder and ransom.He 
was alleged to have murdered 
the victims by strangling 
them and was also alleged to 
have demanded ransom from 
Mrs Clementina Nwoke, 
the mother of  late Chioma 
Nwoke. When the matter 
came up at High Court (4) 
in Umuahia, Salem told the 
Justice Uchechi Enwereji 
that some persons took pic-
tures of  him as he alighted 
from the vehicle of  Nigeria 
Correctional Centre. He also 
complained to the Judge that 

some persons in the Court 
premises some threatening 
remarks about him, which 
he said, endangered his safe-
ty. But Justice Enwereji told 
the defendant that there was 
adequate security both in 
the Court and Correctional 
Centres and as such, he had 
nothing to fear. The matter 
was adjourned to May 24, 
2022 by Justice Enwereji after 
the counsel to Chukwunyere 
pleaded for more time to 
study the charges on him . 
Speaking to the press after the 
matter, the husband to Mrs 
Virginia Ndife,  Mr Chris -
tian Ndife said his wife was 
allegedly murdered by Chuk-
wunyere at their residence 
at 67 Agulu street Umuahia 
while he (husband) was away 
to work. Also speaking, Mrs 
Clementina Nwoke allegedly 
that her daughter, Chioma 
Nwoke was kidnapped by the 
defendant before her lifeless 
body was discovered some-
where in Imo State.

The relatives of  the victims 
demanded justice for their 
loved ones.



2023: Anambra PDP aspirants protest 
non-conduct of 3-man adhoc delegate 

News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
group of  stakeholders 
in the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Eb-

onyi State, under the aegis of  
Legacy APC members  have 
said only direct primaries will 
give the party victory over the 
opposition People’s Demo-
cratic Party(PDP) in the state 
in next year’s general election.

The stakeholders who are 
the founding members of  
APC in the state alleged that 
there have been a perfected 
plan to impose the Speaker of  
the State House of  Assembly, 
Chief  Francis Nwifuru on the 
party and the state in general 
which they said will affected 
the chances of  the APC in the 
2023 governorship election in 
the state.

Leader of  the group, Chief  

Haroun Ajah who stated this 
at a press conference in Ab-
akaliki, called on the Nation-
al Leadership of  the party to 
intervene in the alleged plan 
to impose candidates on the 
party and scheme them out.

He alleged that Governor 
David Umahi has sidelined 
the legacy members of  the 
parry and adopted those who 
joined him into APC last two 
years as candidates for the 
2023 general election.

”We, the legacy and loyal 
members of  APC in Ebonyi 
State also want the national 
leadership of  APC to inter-
vene to ensure that the party, 
which we laboured to build is 
not destroyed.

 “We have been trying to 
make the governor see rea-
sons and imbibe democratic 
ethos in the running of  APC 
in Ebonyi State, but Gover-

Governor Uzodimma, 3rd left, �anked by his deputy Prof. Placid Njoku, 2nd left at the reception ceremony in honour of 
APC Imo Chairman Macdonald Ebere  (Uzodimma’s right) in Owerri, Imo State.

nor Umahi has continued to 
shun entreaties to follow the 
path of  civility and fairness. 

“The situation in Ebonyi 
State APC is that while the 
opposition Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) is bubbling 
with activities in readiness for 
the election, APC is in near 
comatose as genuine mem-
bers have been rendered doc-
ile out of  fear and dread for 

the governor’s highhanded-
ness. 

“While there are over 12 
governorship aspirants in 
PDP and between 2 and 3 
contestants in every constitu-
ency, APC has only four gov-
ernorship aspirants against 
the nine we had in 2019. This 
further shows how the party 
in Ebonyi has shrunk under 
the leadership of  Governor 

2023: PDP fixes new date for LGA 
congress, State Assembly, 
NASS, governorship primaries
By Ikenna Orioha

A
head of  2023 general 
elections, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Par-

ty (PDP) has postponed its 
LGA Congress, State House 
of  Assembly, National As-
sembly and Governorship 
Primaries.

This is contained in a 
release signed and made 
available to journalists on 
Wednesday by the party’s 
National Publicity Secretary, 
Hon. Debo Ologunagba.

Ologunagba while noting 
that “the National Working 
Committee (NWC) of  the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), has approved the up-
date of  the Party’s Timetable 
and Schedule of  Activities for 
the 2023 general elections”, 
disclosed that “Local Gov-
ernment Area Congress to 
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Umahi. Yet the governor or-
dered the governorship aspir-
ants to reach out to the party 
executives, insisting that the 
aspirants can only get to the 
executives at their individual 
constituencies.

“In the light of  these ob-
vious efforts by the gover-
nor to impose his preferred 
candidate on Ebonyi State 
APC, we use this opportuni-

ty to plead with our national 
leaders to ensure that direct 
primaries are organized for 
aspirants in the state. 

 “We believe that only a 
direct primary where the as-
pirants would test their pop-
ularity could restore the con-
fidence of  APC members in 
the party’s candidates and not 
the choice of  one man who 
wants to pitch Ebonyi APC 
against the people”, he stated.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

A
nambra aspirants 
contesting for the 
National and State 

Assembly seats in the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
have lamented the inability 
of  the party’s panel to hold 
election for three-man dele-
gate last weekend.

News Echo gathered that 
the three-man delegate elec-
tion, which was scheduled for 
30th April was later shifted to 
1st May by the Hon Jibrin 
Ahmed led panel. The elec-
tion however failed to hold on 
the rescheduled date when it 
was discovered that the panel 
members came to hold the 
election without the original 
result sheet. Meanwhile, the 
aspirants have lamented their 
fate in the face of  the inability 
of  the panel to hold the elec-
tion, saying it will hamper 
their participation in the 2023 
general elections.

The state and national 
assembly aspirants, 125 of  
them, who converged on the 
PDP secretariat in Awka, ad-
dressed a press conference, 
calling on the national lead-
ership of  the party to quickly 
conduct the adhoc delegate’s 
election.

Leader of  the forum, Hon 

Onyebuchi Offor, a House of  
Representatives aspirant who 
addressed journalists on be-
half  of  all the aspirants said 
they were dismayed by the 
Ahmed panel’s inability to 
hold the election. “We note 
with pain and dismay the in-
ability of  Jibrin Ahmed-led 
committee to conduct the 
three-man delegates’ election 
that was scheduled for 30th 
April, but later rescheduled 
to 1st May 2022. The shift 
was because of  the unavaila-
bility of  original result sheet. 
“We passionately call on the 
National Leadership of  our 
great party, PDP to expedi-
tiously repeat the botched 
exercise within the week.

 “This is to avoid jeopard-
izing our chances in the 2023 
elections. Or in the event of  
exigency of  time, the already 
existing ward, local gov-
ernment executives can go 
ahead to conduct the prima-
ries. “The same committee 
for the repeat three adhoc 
congresses could equally be 
mandated to conduct the na-
tional delegate election the 
next day,” the aspirants sug-
gested.

There has been high power 
politicking in Anambra State 
PDP, following the suspi-
cion that some members of  

the party in the state were 
working for the emergence of  
Rivers State governor, Barr 
Nyesom Wike as presidential 
candidate of  the party, in dis-
regard for Mr Peter Obi, who 
is an indigene of  the state.

The aspirants affirmed 

elect one National Delegate 
per LGA and one Person liv-
ing with disability in the 774 
Local Government Areas 
will hold on Tuesday, May 
10, 2022, State House of  As-
sembly (State Constituency 
Congress) holds on Wednes-
day, May 18, 2022”.

The party added that 
House of  Representatives 
Primaries was rescheduled to 
take effect on Friday, May 20, 
2022, with Senatorial District 
Primaries holding on 
Saturday, May 21, 2022, 
while Governorship Prima-
ries is fixed for Monday, May 
23, 2022.

The release concludes 
that “all aspirants to various 
political positions, critical 
stakeholders, members of  our 
party across the country, as 
well as relevant agencies of  
government should please, 
take note”.

their support for the national 
leadership of  the party also 
appealed for speedy resolu-
tion, so as to give the state 
party leadership that can 
help them in their campaigns, 
once electioneering starts.

APC legacy group accuses Umahi of imposition
of candidates, calls for direct Primary in Ebonyi

Owerri North Integrity Group urges 
political parties to uphold zoning 
arrangements
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
social political 
group, Owerri 
North Integrity 

Group (ONIG), has urged 
all political parties in Imo 
State to ensure to uphold 
zoning arrangements which 
it said have been guiding 
previous House of  Assem-
bly elections.

ONIG who gave the urge 
in a press statement signed 
and made available to News 
Echo in Owerri on Tuesday 
thorough its President and 
Secretary, Barr. A. Chiedu 
Mezu and Hon. Maxwell 
Ebom, stated that it is the 
turn of  Uratta political 
block to produce Owerri 
North State Constituency 
House Member in 2023 if  

truth must always prevail at 
the local government area.

ONIG however wished 
all aspirants gunning for 
Owerri North State Con-
stituency Seat success in 
their forthcoming primary 
elections, calling for a hitch- 
free exercise.

According ONIG, “Ow-
erri North Integrity Group 
wishes all aspirants to the 
Owerri North State Constit-
uency Seat success in their 
forthcoming primaries. We 
are also urging all political 
parties to adhere to the long 
standing convention and 
zoning arrangements which 
have guided all our previous 
elections till date, by which 
arrangement it is the turn of  
the Uratta Block”.

Suspected “ritualists” kill lady 
in Ebonyi hotel
From David Eze, Abakaliki

A 
young lady in Ebonyi 
State identified sim-
ply as Ezinne have 

been found dead in a popular 
hotel in Abakaliki the state 
capital.

The lady who is in her 20s 
and who hailed from Ikwo, 
Ikwo local government area 
of  the state, was reportedly 
killed by suspected ritualists. 
Our Correspondent gath-
ered that the victim arrived 
in the hotel in company of  
a group of  young men late 
in the night for lodging ac-
commodation. It was said 

that Ezinne’s vital parts were 
removed by her assailants but 
the State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, DSP Loveth 
Odah who confirmed the 
incident when contacted said 
nothing was removed of  the 
lady’s body by her killers.

 There were reports that 
two ladies were killed in 
the hotel with their private 
parts removed. “One person 
was killed and nothing was 
plugged out of  her”, she said. 
Oda said investigation into 
the matter was on as efforts 
were on to track the perpe-
trators. 
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Editorial

N147.4b ($321m) dono: Maximising
UN Secretary-General's visit to
Nigeria

resident Muhammadu Buhari on PWednesday received the United 
Nations Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres at the State House in 
Abuja, alongside some top officials and 
diplomats of the agency.

He was joined in the reception of the 
top UN boss by top government 
officials. Buhari's conversation with 
Guterres centred on the need to ensure 
peaceful and democratic elections as 
well as the robust participation of 
women and young people in all areas.

The Secretary-General of  the 
United Nations, Antonio Gutteres, said 
the organisation will be mobilising an 
additional 321 million U.S dollars in 
support of Nigeria's efforts to combat 
terrorist activities in the North East.

According to Gutteres, the amount 
will be part of the overall 1.1billion U.S 
dollars earmarked by the UN for the 
humanitarian response plan for 
Nigeria.

”We are very active in support of the 
humanitarian efforts of the Nigerian 
government and that is why we have 
called for an additional $351 million as 
part of the overall $1.1 billion for the 
humanitarian response plan for 
Nigeria,” he said.

The UN scribe lauded the Nigerian 
government for establishing the 
Presidentia l  Committee  on the 
Repatriation, Return and Resettlement 
of displaced persons in the North-East,

He said, “In spite all that they have 
seen and endured, the people I saw 
remain hopeful and committed to 
returning to their communities and 
resuming their lives.

”To that end, I welcome the 
establishment of  the Presidential 
Committee on the Repatriation, Return 
and Resettlement of displaced persons 
in the North-East.”

He expressed the hope that the 
amount would also assist in addressing 
humanitarian crisis in the affected 
region in the country.

Gutteres, who arrived Nigeria on a 
two-day visit was in Maiduguri, Borno 
State, the worst hit by the insurgency.

While in Maiduguri, where he 
proposed the reintegration of repentant 
terrorists. This, he said, is key to the 
restoration of peace in the North East 
region.

“The best thing we can do for peace 
is to reintegrate those, that in a moment 
of despair, became terrorists but want 

to become now cit izens and to 
contribute to the well-being of their 
brothers and sisters,” he told a 
gathering at an Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDP) camp.

Guterres disclosed that his meeting 
with President Muhammadu Buhari 
touched on how to address  the 
challenges confronting Nigeria and the 
smooth conduct of the forthcoming 
2023 general elections.

He maintained that the spirit of 
hope amidst hardship and solidarity in 
struggle was also in the centre of his 
discussions with the Nigerian leader.

”We discussed the importance of 
laying the ground work to ensure 
peaceful and democratic elections next 
year and the full participation of 
Nigerian women and young people in 
all areas.

”We also discussed government's 
measures to address security challenges 
across the country.

He reiterated the commitment of the 
UN towards combating terrorism, 
violent extremism, organised crime, 
poverty and food insecurity, worldwide.

He also commended Nigeria for her 
role in sustaining peace in Africa and 
beyond, as well as playing the leading 
role in sustaining democracy on the 
African continent.

“I thank President Buhari for his 
u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e 
Multinational Joint Task Force and the 
Lake Chad Basin Commission.

” We  a l s o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o t h e r 
challenges that Nigeria is facing today. 
Nigeria is a pillar of continental and 
global cooperation and a steadfast part 
of the United Nations.

”From its vital support for peace 
keeping to its leadership in fighting for 
fairness in developing countries, to 
being home of my Deputy Secretary, 
Amina Mohammed, above all Nigeria is 
a country where Africa's promise and 
potential can come to vivid life,” 

News  Echo,  there fore  urges 
President Muhammadu Buhari, his 
entire cabinet and the National 
Assembly (NASS) to sincerely put the 
$351million humanitarian support 
which translates to about N147.4b, 
from United Nations into its dedicated 
purpose and as well adhere to UN 
advice on security challenges and the 
2023 general elections for better 
Nigeria.
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agos Lawyer, Mr Femi LFalana SAN recently 
a r g u e d  t h a t  f o r m e r 

President Goodluck Jonathan is 
not eligible to contest for the 
presidency of  Nigeria again 
having spent five years as 
president between 2010 and 
2015. Falana premised his 
a r g u m e n t  o n  a  2 0 1 8 
const i tut ional  amendment 
w h i c h  p u r p o r t e d l y  b a r s 
Jonathan f rom contes t ing 
because  i f  he  ( Jona than) 
becomes the president of  Nigeria 
in  2023 ,  he  wi l l  spend  a 
cumula t ive  n ine  year s  a s 
president whereas the amended 
constitutional provision on 
which Falana relied on limits the 
occupant of  the position to two 
terms of  eight years.

I am not conversant with the 
a m e n d e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
provision that Falana relied on 
but I dare say that Falana got his 
interpretation of  that provision 
wrong. A law does not take a 
retroactive effect and the 2018 
constitutional amendment does 
not affect Jonathan. It can only 
affect a fresh president from the 
date it was signed into law. What 
if  Jonathan had won the 2015 
presidential election, didn't 
Falana know that he would have 
been in office for nine years by 
2019?

T h e  i m m e d i a t e  p a s t 
Governor of  Yobe State, Senator 
Ibrahim Geidam was a governor 
for 11 years. He was a deputy 
governor in 2007 when he was 
elected into office with his then 
boss, late Governor Mamman 
Bello Ali. When his boss died in 
early 2008, Alhaji Geidam 
became the governor of  the state 
and completed the remaining 
three years left by his late boss. 
He contested twice for his own 
term in 2011 and 2015 which he 
won. By the time he left office in 
2019, he had accumulated a 
cumulative 11 years as Governor 
of  Yobe State against eight years 
which the constitution stipulates 
for a governor to be in office.

There fore,  aga ins t  the 
foregoing background, Jonathan 
is constitutionally qualified for 
another four years in office as 
president of  Nigeria. But, should 
Jonathan run again for the 
position? I do not think so for 
some of  these reasons adduced 
below.

Dr. Goodluck Jonathan has 
had his palm kernel cracked for 
him by the benevolent spirit as 
far as politics is concerned. 
President Jonathan is the only 

Nigerian who had tasted the four 
positions in the executive arm of  
g o v e r n m e n t ;  t h e  d e p u t y 
g ove r n o r,  g ove r n o r,  v i c e 
president, and president.

President Jonathan is the 
first man among the class of  
deputy governors of  1999 to 
become a governor in 2005. 
President Jonathan had wanted 
to retain his position as the 
governor of  Bayelsa State in 
2007 when divine providence 
catapulted him to the position of  

the vice president of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria.  From the 
class of  deputy governors of  
1999, only three people ever 
reached the posit ion of  a 
governor. They are; Mahmud 
Shinkafi, Ibrahim Ganduje and 
Alliyu Wammako of  Zamfara, 
K a n o  a n d  S o k o t o  S t a t e s 
respectively.

Dr. Jonathan is the first and 
only democratically elected Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  t o  b e c o m e  t h e 
president as a result of  the death 

of  his then boss, President 
Umaru Musa Yar'Adua. Dr. 
Jonathan is the first and the only 
sitting civilian president to 
concede defeat and handed over 
t o  h i s  o p p o n e n t  a f t e r  a 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t .  D r. 
Jonathan demonstrated the true 
virtues of  a God-fearing man by 
calling then General Buhari to 
congratulate him.

Perhaps that singular action 
saved thousands and millions of 
Nigerians from being killed as a 
result of  bloodshed which the 
then opposition had purportedly 
promised to unleash across the 
length and breadth of  the land of  
Nigeria if  they had lost the 
election. Those who today 
d e r i s i ve ly  c a l l  P r e s i d e n t 
Jonathan  a coward are ignorant 
of  the fact that nobody knew 
who would have survived the 
stampede and catastrophe that 
would have been ensued across 
the land of  Nigeria had Jonathan 
behaved like other African 
leaders who usually refuse to 
concede defeat.

Former President of  the 
United States of  America, 
Barack Obama also contributed 
to  Jonathan ' s  loss  o f  the 
presidency. Obama showed 
undue interest in the 2015 
p re s iden t ia l  e l ec t ion  and 

surreptitiously worked for the 
t h e n  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t 
President Jonathan. Who knows 
if  Jonathan would have been 
given the Laurent-Gbagbo 
treatment if  he had refused to 
vacate power?

Since Jonathan left office he 
has been traversing Africa and 
the world on peace keeping 
mission. The world, especially 
Af r i ca  l eader s  have  been 
venerating him for the peaceful 
role he played in 2015. One still 
wonders why those in charge of  
Nobel Award have not deemed it 
fit to confer the Nobel Peace 
laureate on Jonathan because he 
truly deserves it.

However, the rumour of  Dr. 
Jonathan scheming to return to 
power is not advisable. What is 
he coming back to do or what did 
he forget in Aso rock? One 
mistake Jonathan made while as 
president was that he failed to 
utilize the position very well 
especially for the southern part 
of  Nigeria. Perhaps he was 
hoping to do that on his second 
t e r m  w h i c h  n e ve r  c a m e.  
Jo n a t h a n  f o r g o t  t h a t  t h e 
presidency of  Nigeria with over 
300 tribes is not a walk in the 
park.

Jonathan should thank his 
creator for making him a great 
man and a member of  the 
minute elite club that had ruled 
Nigeria since independence.  
The Presidency of  Nigeria 
position which Dr. Nnamdi 
A z i k i we,  C h i e f  O b a f e m i 
Awolowo, Chief  MKO , et al 
couldn't attain after repeated 
attempts in their lifetime was 
what Jonathan achieved on a 
platter of  Gold.

Jonathan's comeback as the 
president of  Nigeria means that 
power will quickly return to the 
North in 2027 even after Buhari's 
eight years on the seat. Jonathan 
has the right to his personal 
ambition and fulfillment but he 
should place a higher premium 
on the ambition of  the southern 
part of  Nigeria who would want 
to retain the presidency for eight 
years from 2023. Only a man like 
General Buhari with his cult-like 
fo l lower  sh ip  cou ld  have 
defeated President Jonathan in 
2015 and since God allowed that 
to happen, Jonathan shouldn't 
overstretch the good luck in his 
life because it may result in 
anticlimax.

Maduako, writes from Owerri; 
ifeanyimaduako2017@gmail.com  
(08061562735) 

2023 Presidency: Why Jonathan
should not contest
By Ifeanyi Maduako

President Jonathan is the first man among 
the class of  deputy governors of  1999 to 

become a governor in 2005. President 
Jonathan had wanted to retain his position 
as the governor of  Bayelsa State in 2007 

when divine providence catapulted him to the 
position of  the vice president of  the Federal 

Republic of  Nigeria.  From the class of  
deputy governors of  1999, only three people 

ever reached the position of  a governor. They 
are; Mahmud Shinkafi, Ibrahim Ganduje 
and Alliyu Wammako of  Zamfara, Kano 

and Sokoto States respectively.

“
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Belarus prepares troops as Ukraine 
fears Putin ‘ll declare all-out war
B

elarus on Wednesday 
began sudden large-scale 
drills of  its military forc-
es, the country’s defense 

ministry said, as fears grow that 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin will officially declare war on 
Ukraine as soon as May 9.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin delivers a speech during 
the opening ceremony of  the 
International Military-Technical 
Forum “Army-2021” held in the 
Patriot Park, in Kubinka outside 
Moscow on August 23, 2021.

The Belarusian Ministry of  
Defense said in a statement that 
the drills are to test their combat 
readiness, and pose no threat to 
its neighbors or the European 
community.

“It is planned that the (combat 
readiness) test will involve the 
movement of  significant num-
bers of  military vehicles, which 
can slow down traffic on public 
roads,” the ministry said.

The drills are to “assess the 
readiness and ability of  personnel 
to respond promptly to possible 
crisis situations,” the statement 
said, adding that Belarus would 
study the ability of  their forces to 
“counter military threats both on 
land and in the air.”

It comes amid mounting con-
cerns that the Russian leader will 
officially declare war on Ukraine 
on Victory Day—an annual Rus-
sian commemoration of  the end 
of  World War II on May 9—per 
analysis by U.K. defense officials, 

who said earlier this month that 
Putin “likely desires to demon-
strate significant” military suc-
cess ahead of  the holiday.

Belarusian President Alexan-
der Lukashenko has consistently 
denied that the country plans to 
join Russia’s offensive in Ukraine.

Ukraine has claimed that Rus-
sian troops were attacking the 
country from Belarusian territory. 
Before Putin began his invasion 
in February, Russia had stationed 
troops and military equipment in 
the country although Belarusian 
armed forces have not been de-
ployed in the ongoing offensive.

Ukraine’s Air Force Command 
on March 9 accused Russia of  
wanting to drag Belarus into the 
war.

“The goal is to involve the 
Armed Forces of  the Republic of  
Belarus in the war with Ukraine!” 
the command said in a statement 
at the time.

With days to go before Russia’s 
Victory Day, defense officials are 
weighing in on how Putin may 
address his invasion of  Ukraine.

During an appearance on LBC 
radio on April 28, British De-
fense Secretary Ben Wallace cited 
statements from Putin in recent 
weeks, “about ‘This is becoming 
a war, this is a proxy war which it 
isn’t…Nazis are everywhere basi-
cally. They’re not just in Ukraine, 
NATO is full of  Nazis.’”

“And I think what he’s going 
to do is he’s going to move from 
his ‘special operation’…and he’s 

,,,,,,

EU set to unveil sanctions on Russian oil
as fighting rages in Ukraine

T
he European Union is ex-
pected to outline oil sanc-
tions against Moscow on 
Wednesday as Russian 

forces pounded targets in eastern 
Ukraine, unleashing rockets on a 
steel plant that is the last redoubt for 
resistance in the port city of  Mari-
upol.

Scores of  evacuees who man-
aged to leave the city under Unit-
ed Nations and Red Cross auspic-
es reached the relative safety of  
Ukraine-controlled Zaporizhzhia 
on Tuesday after cowering for weeks 
in bunkers beneath the sprawling 
Azovstal steel plant.

“We had said goodbye to life. We 
didn’t think anyone knew we was 
there,” said Valentina Sytnykova, 
70, who said she sheltered in the 
plant for two months with her son 
and 10-year-old granddaughter.

Russia is targeting Mariupol as 
it seeks to cut Ukraine off  from the 
Black Sea and connect Russian-con-
trolled territory in the south and 
east. Parts of  the eastern regions of  
Donetsk and Luhansk were held by 
Russian-backed separatists before 
President Vladimir Putin launched 

the Feb. 24 invasion.
More than 200 civilians remain 

in the plant, according to Mariupol 
Mayor Vadym Boichenko, with 
100,000 civilians still in the city.

“You go somewhere and you are 
chased out ... Where am I to go? Let 
them blow me up here,” a 67-year-
old woman told Reuters in the city, 
as she boiled water on an open 
fire amid the rubble of  a destroyed 
apartment block.

Pummelled by Western sanctions, 
Russia now faces new measures 
from the EU that would target its 
banks and oil industry - a major step 
for European countries that rely 
heavily on Russian energy.

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen is expected 
to spell out the proposed new sanc-
tions on Wednesday, including a 
ban on imports of  Russian oil by the 
end of  this year.

Moscow showed no signs of  
backing down nearly 10 weeks into 
what it calls a “special military op-
eration,” a war that has killed thou-
sands, destroyed cities and driven 5 
million Ukrainians to flee abroad. 
Russia’s own $1.8 trillion economy 

is heading for its biggest contraction 
since the years following the 1991 
break-up of  the Soviet Union.

Putin raised the economic stakes 
for Kyiv’s Western backers by an-
nouncing plans to block exports of  
vital raw materials.

Russian forces have turned their 
heaviest firepower on Ukraine’s east 
and south after failing to take Kyiv, 
the capital, in the opening weeks of  
the war.

There were also fresh attacks in 
the west on Tuesday. The mayor of  
Lviv said Russian misile strikes had 
damaged electricity and water net-
works in the western city near the 
Polish border, across which flows 
Western arms supplies for Ukraine’s 
military.

Russian forces also struck six rail-
way stations in the centre and west 
of  the country, the head of  Ukraine’s 
railways, Olesksandr Kamyshin, 
said. There were no injuries to civil-
ians, he added on Twitter.

In the east, Russian attacks in 
Donetsk on Tuesday killed 21 civil-
ians and injured 27, regional Gov-
ernor Pavlo Kyrylenko said. He 
said the figure was the highest dai-

been laying the ground for be-
ing able to say ‘Look this is now 
a war against Nazis’ and what I 
need is more people, I need more 
Russian cannon fodder basical-
ly,” Wallace said.

Putin is “probably going to de-

clare on this May Day that we’re 
now at war with the world’s Na-
zis and we need to mass mobilize 
the Russian people,” he added.

Military aircraft participate in 
a flyby during the final rehearsal 
of  the Victory Day parade ahead 

of  celebrations to mark the 70th 
anniversary of  the 1945 victory 
over Nazi Germany and the end 
of  World War II on May 7, 2015 
in Moscow, Russia. Fears are 
growing that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will officially de-
clare war on Ukraine as soon as 
May 9. Alexander Aksakov/Get-
ty Images

Prior to and throughout the 
Ukraine invasion, Russia has re-
peatedly said that one of  its key 
goals is to “de-nazify” the coun-
try. Putin has falsely accused 
the Ukrainian government of  
committing genocide against 
Ukraine’s Russian-speaking pop-
ulation.

If  Putin formally declares war, 
under Russian law, the leader 
would be authorized to draft con-
scripts and mobilize reserve forc-
es.

U.S. State Department spokes-
person Ned Price told a press 
briefing Monday that there is 
“good reason to believe that the 
Russians will do everything they 
can to use” its Victory Day for 
propaganda purposes.

It “would be a great irony if  
Moscow used the occasion of  
‘Victory Day’ to declare war, 
which in itself  would allow them 
to surge conscripts in a way they’re 
not able to do now, in a way that 
would be tantamount to revealing 
to the world that their war effort is 
failing, that they are floundering in 
their military campaign and mili-
tary objectives,” Price added.

Newsweek has contacted Rus-
sia’s Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
for comment. 

Foreign News  

Russian President, Vladimir Putin.

ly death toll in the region since last 
month.

Attacks and shelling also inten-
sified in Luhansk, with the most 
difficult area being Popasna, where 
it was impossible to organise evac-
uations, regional Governor Serhiy 
Haida said.

“There are no safe cities in Lu-
hansk region,” he said on Telegram.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy said Russia’s military “re-
acted today with great anger to our 
successes”.

“The sheer scale of  today’s shell-
ing clearly does not indicate that 
Russia has any special sort of  spe-
cific military aim,” he said in an 
evening address to the nation.

Russia said it had struck a mili-
tary airfield near the Black Sea port 
of  Odesa with missiles, destroying 
drones, weapons and ammunition 
supplied by the West. Ukraine said 
three missiles targeted the Odesa re-
gion and all were intercepted.

Mariupol, a city of  400,000 before 
the invasion, has seen the bloodiest 
fighting, enduring weeks of  siege 
and shelling.



o m e  l o o k s  w e r e 

Sgorgeous and others 
were horrific.

Though the theme was' 
In America: An Anthology of  
Fashion.' The dress code for 
this year's Met Gala was 
“Gilded Glamour and White 
Tie” which referenced the 
lavish era of  the last decades 
of  the 19th Century. 

The g i lded age  was 
between 1870-1900. The 
word 'gilded' was formed by 
Mark Twain and Charles 
Dudley Warner in 1873. 
Gilded means glittery and 
shiny on the outside with 
corruption underneath. 

The fashion of  that era 
was heavy on embroidery, 
lace, silk, pleating and sleeves 
and exaggerated hips and 
buttocks. The man also wore 
long coats. 

Simple research by these 
stylists would have saved us 
from the blunder and fashion 
errors we saw. The celebrities 
simply didn't stay on theme! 

Even if  it was a nice 
gown, the question was, 'is it a 
nice gown for that event and 
with that theme?' The answer 
most times was no, it was 
exhausting. Here are some 
who did a good job; 

Blake Lively 
Blake understood the 

theme completely, her look 

who this man is but his outfit 
was downright outrageous. 

Chloe Bailey 
We don't care if  it is a 

m o d e r n  t a k e  o n  t h e 
exaggerated hips, it was a 
terrible outfit that shouldn't 
have seen the light of  day. 

Tommy Dorfman 
She might have as well 

made up her own theme 
because seeing the outfit has 
us confused. The leather, the 
colour and fitting. A big no. 

Dove Cameron 
Sorry, wrong era and 

why does she look like a 
praying mantis? 

Emily Ratajkowski 
Sigh. What is this? She 

looks like a hot mess. 
Megan Thee Stallion 
Why are Megan's red 

carpet looks always so off ? 
What's the point of  the 
feathers? It just wasn't right. 

There were many more 
bad dresses and many who 
went off  theme but we should 
stop here because the list is 
unending. 

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e 
beautiful gowns like Alicia 
Key's New York inspired look 
that was off  the theme. 

This year's Met Gala, 
like the last, was a lesson that 
stylists need to do their 
homework. 

was an updated version of  the 
gilded age. The peach gown 
was made by Versace, the 
gloves and the bow by the 
side, tres Magnifique! 

Anitta 
Anitta in pearls and silk 

was giving us an actual gilded 
age look. Her gown was made 
by Moschino. 

Kiki Layne 
Kiki is so beautiful in 

pink, the afro is beautiful, and 
the  f lowers  around the 
cleavage are perfect. 

Lizzo 
Here is Lizzo with the 

gothic glided look from Thom 
Browne. She is resplendent. 

Laura Harrier 
She looked stunning in 

H&M, it  was very 19th 
century, with the floral print 
on the gown, the bodice, and 
the pearls. Yass queen! 

Kerry Washington 
The mix of  lace was 

giving us brothel owners in 
that era. 

Sarah Jessica Parker 
Even though we could do 

without the plaid colour, she 
was straight from the 19th 
century in that outfit. 

Worst dressed 
Some looks were so bad, 

it felt like our eyes were being 
drilled. 

Kodi Smith 
Honestly, we don't know 
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n a m b r a  S t a t e 

AGovernor, Professor 
Charles Soludo has 

reassured residents that his 
administration will continue to 
play the leading role to secure 
the State.

The Governor, who was 
speaking at a town hall meeting 
w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s , 
presidents-general, women 
leaders and community youth 
l e a d e r s ,  s a i d  t h a t  h i s 
administration is working on 
re-organising the local vigilante 
for intelligence gathering and 
tackling the culture of  silence, 
thereby, giving more impetus to 
community participation.

The event was held at the 
Professor  Dora Akunyi l i 
Women's Development Center, 
Awka, where the Governor 
pointed out that the state 
government is pressing ahead 
with the vision of  making 
Anambra the most secure and 
prosperous commercial centre 
in Nigeria.

Governor Soludo said his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e m a i n s 
resolute in its quest to enhance 
peace and secur i ty,  with 
support and partnership with 
people of  the State, especially 
community leaders.

According to him, his 
administration is committed to 
programmes, policies and 
projects targeted at socio-
e c o n o m i c  d e ve l o p m e n t , 
creation of  job opportunities, 
prosperity and the sustenance 
of  hope in the hearts and lives 
of  people in the state.

Making a presentation and 
sharing 'before and after ' 
pictures of  various dump sites 
which hitherto blocked access 
roads, the Deputy Governor, 
Dr Onyekachukwu Ibezim 
recapped the vision of  the 
present administration to 
restoring a livable environment.

Deputy Governor Ibezim 
who called for concerted efforts 
b y  a l l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
intervention committee set up 
by the governor was given three 
months to deliver on the 
mandate within which it was 

expected to put structure in 
place that will ensure that the 
waste evacuation is a daily 
routine, tinker ways to convert 
waste to wealth as a means of  
employment and added that 
investors are already expressing 
interest in that regard.

Earlier, the Commissioner 
for Local Government and 
Chieftancy Matters, Mr Collins 
Nwabunwanne stated that the 
engagement will be periodic, in 
a bid to working to ensure that 

everywhere is safe, urging 
stakeholders to help secure 
government facilities in their 
locations.

Speaker of  the State House 
o f  A s s e m b l y ,  R i g h t 
Honourable Uche Okafor, 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  S t a t e 
Government, Professor Solo 
Chukwulobelu,  President 
General of  Anambra State 
Association of  Town Unions, 
Barrister Akpudo Titus, among 
others, attended the event.
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Governor Soludo convokes
community leaders' dialogue 
...Pledges improved security in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka
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Sit-at-home: Abia govt bows to unknown
gunmen, declares public holiday  
...As Aba shuts down in obedience to two conflicting reasons

h e r e  wa s  s e r i o u s Tconfusion in Abia 
S t a t e  a s  t h e 

government barely 24 hours 
a f t e r  unknown gunmen 
i n v a d e d  t h e  A r i a r i a 
International Market on 
Wednesday to declare a sit-at-
home on  Thursday  and 
Friday, hurriedly declared 
Thursday as a public holiday. 
News Echo gathered that Aba, 
the commercial hub of  Abia 
State was saturated with fear 
on Wednesday when a good 
number of  unknown gunmen 
i n v a d e d  t h e  A r i a r i a 
International Market and 
warned traders not to open 
shops on Thursday and Friday 
(05/06-05-2022). As a result, 
all the major markets in Aba 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A r i a r i a 
International Market, Ahia-
Ohuru, Ekeoha-Shopping 
Centre, Cemetery Market, 
E h e r e  M a r k e t ,  U r a t t a 
Integrated Market, Alaoji 
Spare Parts Market, Asa-
Nnetu Spare Parts Market, 
Orie-Ohabiam and the Good 
Morning Market were all shut 
down on Thursday.

Minor markets like School 
Road Market, Nsulu Market, 
Akwette Market, St Michael's 
Phone  Acces so r i e s  and 
Computer Market, Ama-
Ogbonna Food Vendors 
M a r k e t ,  A c h i a r u  Fo o d 
Vendor s  Marke t ,  Ah ia -
Nkwor-Umungasi, Afor-Ule-
Abayi, Railway Halt Market, 
Jubilee Road Spare Parts 
M a r k e t ,  M a r k e t  Ro a d -
Cameroun Road-Tenant Road 
Beverages Market and so 
many other were also shut 
down completely. 

The gunmen as gathered 
said that the reason behind the 
call for a sit-at-home is in 
protest of  the visit of  President 
Muhammadu Buhar i  to 
E b o n y i  S t a t e  C a p i t a l , 
Abakiliki where he is coming 
to commission some projects. 
The gunmen whom many 
alleged were members of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
( IPOB)  th rea tened  tha t 
nobody should violate their 
orders on Thursday and 
Friday and that failure to 
abide by such instructions will 

lead to serious regret. 
As the residents were yet 

to digest the threat of  the 
unknown gunmen, the Abia 
State government through 
Barr Chris Ezem, Secretary to 
t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t 
declared Thursday a public 
holiday to the chagrin of  
everyone.

E x p l a i n i n g  t h e 
government's reason for the 
declaration, Ezem said that 
the emergency public holiday 

was given to enable voter 
registration exercise to take 
place, a reason many see as 
flimsy.

"Seque l  to  extens ive 
review of  the ongoing voters' 
registration exercise in the 
state which revealed lower 
t h a n  e x p e c t e d  p u b l i c 
participation, the government 
hereby declares Thursday, 5th 
May 2022 a public holiday to 
enable those who are yet to 
take part in the exercise to do 

the needful in 
fulfilment of  their 
civic rights and 
responsibilities.

"To this end, 
a l l  m a r k e t s , 
s c h o o l s , 
government and 
o t h e r  p u b l i c 
offices are to be 
closed to ensure 
full participation. 
Thank you."

Reacting to 
the government's 
dec larat ion,  a 
h a n d  r i g h t s 
l a w y e r ,  B a r r 
E m p e r o r 
O g b o n n a 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
decision of  the 
government as 
very unfortunate 
stressing that the 
A b i a  S t a t e 
government has 
n o  p o w e r  t o 
declare a public 
holiday but can 
declare a work-
free day

" U n k n o w n 
gunmen said that 
A b i a  p e o p l e 
s h o u l d  s i t  a t 
home today, Abia 
State govt, this 
m o r n i n g , 
announced that 
today has been 
declared a public 
holiday and that 
Abians should go 
out and do voters 
registration.”Do
es the Abia State 
government have 
t h e  p o w e r  t o 
declare any day a 
public holiday? 
They can only 
declare a work-
free day but not a 
public holiday. 

"By the Public Holidays Act, 
only the Federal Government 
can declare a public holiday. 
Secondly, if  the government 
wants to protect its people, 
why tell them not to go to their 
workplace today but to go to 
INEC centres to register to 
vote? "Which one is more 
dangerous: Going to work or 
going to register to vote? 
Which INEC official would 
even come out today to do 

reg i s t ra t ion  tak ing  in to 
cognizance the fact that the 
government has indirectly 
succumbed to the threat?

"Which INEC official 
would come to register after 
that video went viral? Is that 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e 
government not evidence of  
organized confusion and 
cluelessness? It is better for the 
government to have said 
nothing than to give that order 
they gave," Emperor said. 
Some traders who spoke to 
News Echo said that what 
they saw yesterday pushed 
them to decide to stay at home 
and not the announcement of  
the state government which 
they described as slightly 
confusing. Mr Jonah Udenso, 
a trader said, "How can the 
government tell people to go 
out and register on such a 
dangerous day they know very 
well that no government office 
will open? Why are they trying 
to pass killer information to 
people?  "All of  us know that 
the government is afraid of  
h a v i n g  t h e  t r o u b l e  i n 
Anambra and Imo here which 
is  hey they ' re  tact ical ly 
avoiding confrontation with 
IPOB.  I f  not  how does 
P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari's visit to Ebonyi State 
w a r r a n t  A b i a  t o  c l o s e 
markets?  "The government 
does not want to appear stupid 
before Abuja and the rest of  
the world so, the only answer 
is to declare a silly public 
holiday.  "We're watching 
what they will day tomorrow 
because the unknown gunmen 
said the sit-at-home is two 
days. Will government extend 
the registration? Will any 
INEC official even come out? 
This is very unfortunate."

Meanwhile, there was a 
serious fight between some 
soldiers of  the Nigerian Army 
and the unknown gunmen on 
We d n e s d a y,  a t  U r a t t a 
Ju n c t i o n ,  o f f  A b a - Po r t 
Harcourt Highway leading to 
the death of  one of  the boys 
who were announcing for 
people to avoid opening shops 
on Thursday and Friday.

News Echo gathered from 
sources that  three more 
members of  the unknown 
gunmen were also killed in the 
shootout.

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Unknown Gunmen moving around Ariaria International Market, warning traders.
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unmen have reportedly 

Ga t t a c k e d  s e c u r i t y 
o p e r a t i v e s  i n 

Ukwuakparata around the hill top 
area in Ebonyi state. It could not be 
ascertained as at press time the 
details nor severity of  the attack. 
This incident is coming just as 
President Muhammmadu Buhari 
arrived Ebonyi State for a two day 
working visit to the state..

Meanwhile, Enugu was agog 
o n  T h u r s d ay  a s  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari landed at the 
Akanu Ibiam Inter nat ional 
Airport enroute Ebonyi State for 
commissioning of  projects in a 
two day working visit

It was a period of  unification 
for Southeast Governors and other 
political leaders in the zone as they 
fell on each other to receive their 
August Visitor. Among the Igbo 
governors at the Enugu airport 
reception were: Governors Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi (Enugu) Governor 
Dave Umahi (  Ebonyi) and 
Governor Hope Uzodimma (Imo 
State)  former Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Senator  Sam Egwu.

Others are: Ex-Governor of  
Enugu State, Sullivan Chime, 
Deputy Governor of  Enugu State, 
Hon. Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo, Speaker 
o f  E nu g u  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Edward 
Ubosi, Senator Uche Ekwunife, 
Rt. Hon. Nkeiruka Onyejeocha.

Projects Commissioning

o p e  Fr a n c i s  u s e d  a Pwheelchair in public on 
Thursday for the first time 

since a flare-up of  pain in his 
knee that has limited his ability to 
walk.

At an audience with a group 
of  nuns in the Vatican's general 
audience hall, Francis was 
wheeled to his seat on the stage. 
An aide then helped him out of  
the wheelchair and onto his seat.

The 85-year-old pope has had 
to cancel or curtail activities 
several times over the past month 
because of  the pain in his right 
knee.

Before Thursday, he had 
managed to walk the 10 metres 
(yards) or so from the side 
entrance of  the stage to his seat at 
the centre, albeit with help from 
aides.

A Vatican source said the 
pope was not expected to make 
any changes to his schedule over 
the next few weeks - though the 
wheelchair would likely become 
a familiar sight as Francis tried to 

stay off  his feet as much as 
possible to help his knee heal.

He is due to visit Lebanon in 
June, then South Sudan, the 
Democratic Republic of  Congo 
and Canada in July.

Several times over the Easter 
period last month, Francis 
attended but did not preside at 
Masses in St. Peter's Basilica. In 
each case, he delegated an 
archbishop or cardinal to say the 
Mass while he sat through the 
service and also read his homily 
while seated.

The pontiff  said earlier this 
year that doctors would be giving 
him regular injections to help the 
movement of  his joints. It is not 
clear if  that therapy has begun.

He also suffers from sciatica, 
which causes pain in the leg and 
has left him with a limp.

The last time the pope was 
seen in a wheelchair was July last 
year in Rome's Gemelli hospital, 
where he had surgery to remove 
part of  his intestine.

P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari commissioned the King 
David University of  Medical 
Sciences �b�r� in Ohaozara 
local government area of  Ebonyi 
State.

The President, who is on a 
two-day working visit to the State, 
described the University as a 
wonderful and excellent project.

The buildings commissioned 
inside the university include the 
T e a c h i n g  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e 
administrative block of  the 
U n i v e r s i t y,  h o s t e l s ,  s t a f f  

He appreciated the financial 
support of  the President, which 
enabled the State Government to 
complete the university and other 
l e g a c y  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e 
administration.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o 
commissioned the King David 
University Twin Flyover in front 
of  the University and the Uburu-
Mpu dualized concrete road. He is 
also billed to have a meeting with 
selected leaders from the South 
East.

residential areas and University 
Secondary school blocks, etc.

Governor David Umahi told 
the President that the school is 
equipped with some of  the most 
modern equipment in various 
specialties in medicine.

He noted that the school has 
the capacity to produce dialyzers, 
which is one of  the most important 
components in dialysis.

U m a h i  a l s o  s a i d  t h e 
inst i tut ion was constr ucted 
through direct labour to cut down 
costs.

From Chuma Austin, Enugu,
David Eze, Abakaliki

Knee pain flare-up: Pope uses wheelchair in public 

As Buhari visits Meets South East governors at Enugu
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At the scene of Mariupol theatre 
tragedy, Russia prepares for a parade

R
ussian forces are pre-
paring for a parade in 
the shattered port city 
of  Mariupol, Ukraini-

an officials said, clearing debris 
from a bombed-out theater that 
had served as the city’s main 
shelter before it was destroyed 
seven weeks ago, in an attack 
that remains one of  the deadliest 
of  the war.

The March 16 bombing of  the 
Mariupol theater is the deadliest 
known attack against civilians to 
date in Ukraine.

City officials estimated at the 
time that as many as 300 peo-
ple were killed in the March 16 
airstrike. An Associated Press 
investigation, published Wednes-
day, put the number killed at 
close to twice that, based on the 
accounts of  survivors and rescue 
workers. The report also drew on 
detailed floor plans of  the Mari-
upol Drama Theater and photos 
and videos taken before and after 
the attack.

A white flag had been tied atop 
the building before the airstrike, 
and the word “children” was 
painted in Russian on the ground 
along two sides.

Ukraine’s defense intelligence 
agency said Wednesday that 
Russia was planning to turn 
Mariupol into a center of  “cele-
brations” on May 9. That date, 
known as Victory Day, marks 
Russia’s role in defeating Nazi 
Germany. “To this end, the city 
is urgently cleaning the central 
streets of  debris, the bodies of  
those killed and unexploded ord-
nance,” the agency said.

“The occupiers continue to 
dismantle the debris in the city 
center, including the Drama 
Theater, in preparation for the 

parade,” Petro Andryushchenko, 
an adviser to Mariupol’s mayor, 
said.

Residents are being forced to 
clear the debris so they can eat, 
Andryushchenko said. “Work 
in exchange for food: This is the 
best illustration of  the occupiers’ 
‘victory,’ ” he said. His claims 
could not be independently veri-
fied.

Speculation is swirling about 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Victory Day intentions, 
amid fears he could use it to in-
tensify and expand his attacks — 
or to bolster his domestic narra-
tive that Moscow is succeeding in 
what the Kremlin has described 
as a “special military operation” 
to demilitarize Ukraine.

Mariupol is central to that 
narrative. Putin declared victo-
ry in the strategic port city late 
last month even as a holdout of  
Ukrainian resistance remained 
in the Azovstal Iron and Steel 
Works plant. A total defeat of  
Mariupol would give Russia a 
land bridge in eastern Ukraine, a 
key port and a propaganda win 
after more than two months of  
setbacks in its assault.

Experts from the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe last month determined 
that the Mariupol theater bomb-
ing was “most likely an egre-
gious violation of  international 
humanitarian law and those who 
ordered or executed it committed 
a war crime.”

Video posted to the Mari-
upol Now Telegram channel on 
Wednesday shows abandoned 
cars, mangled building materials 
and cleanup crews outside the 
theater.

The nearly 13-minute record-

Debris covers the inside of the Mariupol theater on April 4.

German astronaut to return to earth 
after six-month mission

G
erman Matthias 
Maurer and three 
other astronauts left 
the International 

Space Station (ISS) on Thurs-
day, ending a six-month mis-
sion aboard the artificial satel-
lite.

The crew undocked from the 
ISS at 0520 GMT in a SpaceX 
Crew Dragon capsule and is 
due to splash down some 23 
hours later off  the coast of  Flor-
ida.

 Astronauts Matthias Maurer, 
Tom Marshburn, Raja Chari, 
and Kayla Barron were on 
board the ISS for six months. 
If  everything goes according to 
plan, Maurer, 52, is expected 
back in Germany late Friday 
evening.

The four astronauts — Amer-
icans Tom Marshburn, 61, Raja 
Chari, 44, and Kayla Barron, 
34, along with Germany’s Mau-
rer — were seen in live NASA 
footage strapped into the cab-
in shortly before the spacecraft 

undocked the ISS, which orbits 
some 250 miles (400 kilome-
ters) above the Earth.

During the crew’s stay, Russia 
invaded Ukraine. But Western 
astronauts and Russian cosmo-
nauts still live together on the 
station.

The crew’s departure on 
Thursday came a week after 

ing shows a bulldozer moving 
rubble into a garbage truck and 
an excavator picking through the 
wreckage. Inside the theater are 
burned walls, collapsed ceilings 
and blown-out windows.

The grim scenes contrast stark-
ly with the Russian outlook on 
life in the city. “Mariupol is under 
the control of  the Russian army. 
Peaceful life is being established 
in the city,” Russian Defense 

Minister Sergei Shoigu said.
Ukrainian officials said heavy 

fighting engulfed the steel plant 
Wednesday, after a United Na-
tions-led humanitarian convoy 
evacuated more than 150 civil-
ians from underground shelters 
there. As many as 200 civilians 
are still hiding out at the plant.

Mayor Vadym Boychenko said 
contact with the Ukrainian forc-
es inside was lost Wednesday as 

Russian forces used heavy weap-
onry, including tanks and bombs, 
to storm the plant.

In a video posted on Telegram, 
Azov commander Maksym 
Zhorin said that for the second 
day in a row, Russian forces had 
broken into the “territory of  the 
plant.”

“The situation is extremely dif-
ficult, but we continue to defend 
ourselves,” he said.

Foreign News  

they welcomed their replace-
ment team aboard the ISS, also 
currently home to three Russian 
cosmonauts on a long-term as-
signment. One of  those cos-
monauts, Oleg Artemyev, as-
sumed command of  the station 
from Marshburn in a handover 
before Thursday’s departure, 
NASA said.

The Astronauts
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By Grace Ofurum

T
he governor of  Imo 
state senator Hope 
Uzodimma has 

thrown his weight behind the 
APC party members from 
Owerri Zone that produced 
the current State Chairman 
of  the party Hon. Macdon-
ald Ebere.

Uzodimma made this 
known while addressing 
members of  the party during 
a grand reception organized 
by the APC Owerri zone for 
their illustrious son and the 
state leader held at Concord 
hotel in Owerri.

The Governor stated that 
Imo APC under the current 
leadership of  Ebere will be 
stronger, efficient and effec-
tive.

He urged the members to 
show true example as the 
ruling party by ensuring they 
have the people’s interest at 
heart and show the difference 
as people who has a strong 
ideology.

According to Uzodimma, 
the interest, survival and the 
development of  the state re-
mains his priority. He noted 
that he has come to deliver 
the true dividends of  democ-
racy to the people of  Imo as 
against terrible economy, in-

Uzodimma identifies with Owerri
Zone APC 

frastructural decay he met on 
ground.

He insisted that APC is 
very objective going by its 
mandate and charged the 
APC leaders in the zone to 
run an all inclusive leader-
ship as power must be re-
turned to the people at all 
levels.

Uzodimma further dis-
closed that he is elated that 
most Imo people who feel in-
different about his leadership 
are beginning to align and 
understand his vision and 
mission because he believes 
in living a legacy behind 
when out of  office.

He seized the opportunity 
to advice some aspirants who 
consult him before declaring 
to run for an election to also 
seek for divine assistance and 
guidance from God who will 
decide their fate.

He charged them not to 
play politics with animosi-
ty but should ensure a level 
playing ground and be com-
mitted to the party even if 
they win or lose in the elec-
tion and assured that there 
will be other opportunities 
for them to emerge victori-
ous in subsequent elections.

On the level of  insecuri-
ty in the state, he urged the 
people to join hands with the 

Tyre dealers traders protest disappearance of Chairman in Onitsha market Anambra State

government to fight insecuri-
ty to enable the government 
work on programmes and 
projects yet to be executed 
by his government which 
should not be hampered by 
instability.

He further warned the op-
position who are allegedly 
responsible for the wanton 
killing of  APC members and 
the destruction of  govern-
ment properties across the 
state to desist from hitting up 
the polity and stressed that 
nemesis will soon catch up 
with them.

He said “I play politics as 
a Christian and not a pagan, 
am driven by the genuine in-
terest of  what politics should 
be, those who have served 
the state in the past but their 
mind is still in the position 
they left are wasting their 
time”.

He advised the opposition 
especially those who have 
served the state in the past to 
join hands to build the state 
instead of  generating crises 
to frustrate the plans of  the 
government.

...Commends State party chairman for 
efcient leadership

Gunmen attack commercial bus, kidnap
6 others in Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt.

S
uspected kidnappers 
terrorizing the Emo-
hua-Kalabari road have 

again kidnapped at least six 
occupants of  a commercial 
vehicle traveling along the 
road. 

N
ews Echo gathered 
that a taxi conveying 
six passengers includ-

ing a two year old baby was 
ambushed and taken to a 
nearby forest along the road. 
A driver plying the route 
who confirmed the incident 
to journalists said the armed 
men carried out the attack at 

the same spot where nine per-
sons were abducted at gun-
point three weeks ago.

The driver who did not 
want to be mentioned said the 
driver of  the attacked vehicle 
managed to escape while oth-
er occupants of  the vehicle 
were kidnapped. He pleaded 
with the government to help 

deploy security personnel to 
the area to safe road users. 
Meanwhile, Rivers State po-
lice command has confirmed 
the kidnap of  the commut-
ers. The spokesperson for 
the command, Grace Iringe-
koko who confirmed this 
however added that two per-
sons were kidnapped. Iringe-
koko said that the efforts are 
on to ensure the release of  
those abducted.

Traders storm Anambra Govt House 
...Reject Soludo's market Caretaker Committee

he Governor of  Rivers TState, Nyesom Wike 
has said Nigeria needs a 

'mad man' to govern the 
country right, adding that he 
has the energy for the job.

Wike, while addressing 
delegates of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 
Kogi State, said Nigeria is on 
the verge of  division.

He, however, added that 
the country needs a 'mad man' 
to turn things around for the 
better.

 He urged the delegates to 
vote for him at the primaries, as 
he boasted that he has the 
energy to work for Nigeria and 
take it to the promised land.

 The governor said, “The 
energy in me is too much. I 
want to use the energy to work 
for the country.

 “I have made myself  
available for my party, and to 
be voted to become the next 
president  of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria. Never in 
the history of  this country have 
we so divided. I can bring back 
the country on its track to 
greatness. It doesn't matter 
where you are from. It takes a 
mad man to govern Nigeria.”

o r e  t h a n  o n e Mhundred traders 
in Oseokwuodu 

market, Onitsha, Anambra 
State, Thursday, besieged the 
State government house 
Awka, to refuse the newly 
elected caretakers in the 
market.

G o v e r n o r  C h a r l e s 
Soludo had in a statement 
f rom the of f ice  of  the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Commerce and Industry, Dr 
Obinna Ngonadi, last week, 
dissolved thirty markets, 
adding that Oseokwuodu 

 He said Nigerians need a 
courageous person like him 
who can speak truth to power.

 “As for me, if  you don't 
vote for me in our party 
primary, I will remain a 
member of  the PDP. I have 
benefitted from this party, and 
so I have no excuse to defect to 
another party,” he said.

 The presidential aspirant 
on the platform of  the PDP 
took a swipe at his colleagues 
who turned their back against 
the PDP after benefitting 
from the party and called on 
the delegates not to doubt his 
s inceri ty in turning the 
economy around.

 

and others would have their 
newly elected off icers 
d i s m m i s s e d  f o r 
constitution of  caretaker 
committees.

But the traders, who 
came with placards of  
di f ferent  inscr ipt ions, 
appealed to the governor 
n o t  t o  d i s s o l ve  t h e i r 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  b e c a u s e 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m , 
elections into their offices 
were duly conducted on 
February 3, 2022 under the 
supervision of  the state 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
Anambra State Market and 
Tr a d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 

(ASMATA) and security.
Speaking on behalf  of  

the protesters, Executive 
Chairman of  the market, 
H o n .  A n t h o n y 
Onwuetiaka, expressed 
displeasure  that  their 
election would be dissolved 
in three months through 
announcement on social 
m e d i a  w i t h o u t  e v e n 
consulting them.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Onwuetiaka, upon reading 
the  content  on socia l 
m e d i a ,  h i s  exe c u t ive 
c o n t a c t e d  t h e 
commissioner to find out 
why their leadership which 
was to last for three years 

would be dissolved for no 
cogent reason, and the 
commissioner said it was 
due to several petitions.

"I requested for copies 
o f  the  pe t i t ions.  The 
H o n o u r a b l e 
Commissioner could not 
provide any. I asked him 
why? He said may be the 
a g g r i e v e d  p a r t i e s 
petitioned the governor 
directly. That is why we are 
here to tell our governor 
that we have no issue in the 
market about the election. 
We don't also need any 
caretaker committee. We 
are with the government 
and ever ready to discuss 
and partner them," he 
noted.

T h e  S t a t e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Homelands Affairs, Mr 
C h i k o d i  A n a r a , 
represented by Head of  
Operations in the Ministry, 
Dr Ezenduka Samuel, 
assured the protesters that 
their requests would be 
duly forwarded to the 
g o v e r n o r  f o r  f i n a l 
decisions.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

2023 Presidency: It takes a
mad man to govern Nigeria
– Wike 
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2023: Reject VP slot, South East Group
warns Igbo presidential aspirants

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Anambra State 
Chapter of  the Peo-
ple Democratic Party 

(PDP) has raised the alarm 
over the looming disqualifica-
tion as a result of  a failed state 
congress exercise in the state.

The party raised the alarm 
in a Communique, signed and 
made available to Journalists, 
by Honourable Onyebuchi 
Agustine Offor, a House of  
Representative aspirant for 
Nnewi North/South/Ek-
wusigo Federal Constituency 
on behalf  of  others, during 
a press chat, held at the state 
secretariat Awka, on Wednes-
day.

They called on the National 
Chairman of  the party, Prof. 
lyorcha Ayu, and the leader-
ship of  PDP to expeditiously 
repeat the state congress ex-
ercise on Thursday, 5th May 
2022 so as not to jeopardize 
their chances in the 2023 elec-
tions. It was gathered that the 
party has 30 state House of  
Assembly, 11 House of  Rep-
resentatives and 3 Senatorial 
aspirants. It could be recalled 
that the Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), suspended 
its Anambra state congress 
which was earlier scheduled 
to hold on Saturday, April 
29, 2022, to elect new state 
executive officers for the party 
ahead of  the 2023 election in 
the state.

The party said the sus-
pension was due to inability 
to provide original copies 
of  result sheets for the the 
electoral exercise. The Panel 
Chairman, Jubril Ahmed, 
who read the letter of  the 
suspension/apology, before 
the agrieve members of  par-
ty, at state secretariat Awka, 
said a new date for the PDP 
Anambra State Congress will 
be communicated as soon as 
it is decided by the national 
leadership.

 “The Panel regrets the in-
conveniences the announced 
suspension of  the Anambra 
State PDP Congress may 
have caused,” he said. The 
letter was received on behalf  
of  the State administrative 
officer of  the party, Prince 
Casmir Ajulu. The 5-man 
Congress Panel ,led by Jibrin 
Ahmed, were held hostage 
by the party’s stakeholders 
over their inability to present 
original result sheets during a 
heated argument.

It became a shouting match 
between the stakeholders and 
the Panel, who claimed they 
left the result sheets in the 
Hotel room and that they 
came with only photo copies 
of  the results sheets to state 
Secretariat due to insecurity.

The development did not 
go down well with the stake-
holders, who insisted that the 
Panel must bring the original 
result sheets, adding that this 
had been the style of  the par-

ty.  
They accused the panel 

members of  trying to run 
away to Abuja to write names 
of  people of  their choice. 

Reading the Communiqué 
during the media chat, Hon. 
Offor said, “This is a meeting 
of  all aspirants under the plat-
form of  People’s Democratic 
Party who have purchased 
nomination forms to contest 
the 2023 general elections in 
Anambra state. The meeting 
took place in the PDP secre-
tariat Udoka estate Awka.”

The meeting commenced 
at 10am. In the meeting, the 
following resolutions were 
reached:

*We note with pain and 

dismay the inability of  Ji-
brin Ahmed led committee 
to conduct the 3 man ad-hoc 
Delegate election that was to 
hold on 30th April but was 
rescheduled to 1st May, 2022 
due to unavailability of  origi-
nal result sheets.

*We passionately call on 
the National leadership of  
our great party PDP to expe-
ditiously repeat the botched 
exercise on Thursday, 5th 
May 2022 so as not to jeop-
ardize our chances in the 2023 
elections. Or in the event of  
exigency of  time, the already 
existing ward and LGA exec-
utives can go ahead to con-
duct the primaries. The same 
committee for the repeat 3 Ad 

Money realised from sales of 
nomination forms can meet 
ASUU’s demands – Peter Obi

A 
presidential aspirant 
on the platform of  the 
Peoples Democratic 

Party and former Anambra 
State Governor, Mr Peter 
Obi, on Wednesday said the 
money realised from the sales 
of  nomination forms of  po-
litical parties was enough to 
meet some of  the demands of  
the striking Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities.

He regretted that politicians 
are campaigning for 2023 
while students are stranded at 
home.

Obi said this on Wednes-
day while responding to a 
question from a student when 
he appeared at a popular 
Abuja-based human rights 
Radio and Television station, 
Berekete Family.

The former governor said 
he found it disheartening 
that the noise of  2023 was 
dominating the space rather 
than the plight of  Nigerian 
students wasting at home and 
being exposed to all kinds of  
danger.

Obi said, “The N40m and 

Hoc Congress, could equally 
be mandated to conduct the 
National delegate elections 
the next day.

*We reaffirm our resolution 
in our meeting with the panel 
set up by the national leader-
ship of  our party headed by 
H. E. Arapaja in a stakehold-
ers meeting held in the na-
tional office of  our party on 
26th April 2022 that the state 
Congress of  our  party should 
be concluded, which we were 
later informed that it has been 
scheduled for Wednesday 4th 
2022 by the National Work-
ing Committee.

* We pray that it should be 
held as scheduled so that we 
have a state leadership of  the 

party to lead our campaigns 
for the forthcoming general 
elections and for peace and 
stability of  the party in An-
ambra State.

*And we reaffirm our con-
fidence in the leadership of  
our great party and trust their 
ability to lead us to victory in 
the forthcoming general elec-
tions.

News Echo gathered that 
shortly after the conclusion of  
the 2021 governorship elec-
tion in the state, the party has 
engulfed itself  into leadership 
crisis between Chief  Chris 
Uba and the immediate past 
Chairman of  the party in the 
state, Chief  Ndubuisi Nwobu 
led-faction.

T
he South East Coali-
tion for Good Govern-
ance, SECG, has cau-

tioned presidential aspirants 
from the South East not to 
accept Vice Presidential slot 
from any aspirant from the 
North.

This is as speculations 
became rife that former An-
ambra State Governor and 
PDP presidential aspirant, 
Peter Obi, may emerge Vice 
Presidential candidate to for-
mer Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar, in the event the 
latter emerges the presiden-
tial flag-bearer of  the PDP.

The former Anambra State 
Governor was Atiku’s dep-
uty in the 2019 Presidential 
election.

SECG in a statement 
signed by its spokesman, 
Emmanuel Okwu and made 
available to INNONEWS in 
Awka, said “presidential as-
pirants from the South- East 
should resist the Greek gift of  
a Vice Presidential slot from 
any Northern presidential as-
pirant.

“They should keep their 
eyes on the ball and never 
lose sight of  it

“Presidential aspirants 
from the South East should 
resist and reject any offer 
to play a second fiddle. By 
God’s grace, a Nigerian Pres-
ident of  South East extrac-
tion will emerge in 2023.

The Coalition called on 
the leadership of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC and 
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty, PDP, to zone their presi-
dential tickets to the South, 
particularly the South East, 
on the basis of  equity and 
justice.

“The people of  the South 

N100m that is being collected 
for forms from presidential 
aspirants from the two lead-
ing political parties is enough 
to meet some demands of  
ASUU.

 “The genesis of  the ASUU 
strike is in the inability of  the 
government to keep agree-
ments and that stems from 
the value we place on educa-
tion which should be the big-
gest investment.”

Obi said if  he is elected 
President, he would make 
Nigeria a producing nation 
because that is the only way 
to have a strong and viable 
economy.

If  elected, I will start by cut-
ting off  excess wastages that 
are prevalent in the system 
as I did when I was governor 
of  Anambra state and was 
able to achieve much without 
owing and having more to in-
vest,” he said.

On security, he noted that 
most of  the bandits and gun-
men could not have been in 
the crime if  the government 
had provided for them.

East are no second class cit-
izens in Nigeria. We deserve 
the number one job in the 
country and it is proper that 
having supported other zones 
to produce the nation’s Pres-
ident in the past, we equally 
deserve to be supported to 
achieve same feat this time” 
the statement stated.

2023 election: PDP aspirants risk 
disqualification in Anambra 

APC orders presidential
aspirants to sign a ‘withdrawal
letter’ before submitting forms

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC) has 
ordered the Presiden-

tial aspirants to sign a con-
troversial Form 18 ‘Letter of  
Withdrawal’ attached to the 
nomination form before al-
lowing them to submit their 
form. News Echo learnt that 
the APC Form 18 ‘Letter 
of  Withdrawal’ has been 
attached to the Expression 
of  Interest and Nomination 
forms sold to all presidential 

aspirants to fill and submit 
along with other forms and 
their credentials.

The withdrawal letter 
addressed to the National 
Chairman of  the party, Sen-
ator Abdulahi Adamu, must 
also be signed before a Com-
missioner of  Oath/Public 
Notary before submission.

Tagged Form 18, stated: 
“I hereby voluntarily with-
draw my candidacy from the 
contest. My withdrawal is in 

the best interest of  our great 
party, the All Progressives 
Congress.”

It was gathered that some 
of  the aspirants are not 
comfortable with appending 
their signatures to the letter, 
which they consider a bob-
by trap to force consensus 
option on them.

The source gathered that 
about three presidential 
aspirants from the South 
have approached their le-
gal teams for interpretation 
and implication of  signing 
the Withdrawal Form in the 
presence of  a Commission-
er of  Oath, which makes it 
legal.

Buhari walked by a guard of honour during his two-day working visit in Abakaliki on Thursday.
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any times men Mhead to the bar to 
just chill and have 

some fun as brothers but after 
a few beers, the girls start 
getting absolutely irresistible 
and  the  b ro ther s  s ta r t 
behaving like classic dudes. 
They instinctively star t 
flirting, with plans to go as 
far as possible. But some 
dudes always forget that 
there are rules; unwritten 
rules in the hearts of  women. 

For instance, ask any 
girl and they will tell you this: 
if  you ever see three girls out 

very couple has Etheir own story of  
how long it took for 

them to realize that they 
had already found the love 
of  their life.

But it's no news that 
people especially women 
pop the question of  how 
long it takes a man to know 
he wants to marry you. 

Research has indicated 
that the average man takes 
6-7 months to conclude if  
the person he is dating is 
marriage material to him. 

This low number may 
come as a shock to many 
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i n 
unmarried relationships 
lasting years, which can 
happen for several reasons. 

In some cases, a couple 
m ay  h ave  m e t  a t  a n 
inopportune time to marry 
because of  age, school, 
f i n a n c e s ,  o r  o t h e r 
obstacles, so they put off  
marriage until a better time 
– even if  the man has 

already concluded he 
wants to marry his partner 
eventually. 

Sometimes, a man 
may put off  proposing 
because he feels it's not 
socially acceptable to 
propose so soon, or he is 
afraid of  being rejected as a 
consequence of  moving 
too fast. 

In yet other cases, 
someone may put off  
proposing because he has 
fears about things not 
working out, as a result of  
either active relationship 
conflict, disappointment in 
his own past relationships, 
or as a result of  watching 
other people's relationships 
ending. 

He may not trust his 
desire to marry his partner 
at first, so he waits to see if  
anything changes in the 
relationship. 

In fact, there isn't a 
time or period to consider 
a t  a l l .  S o m e  e n d e d 

breaking up even after years 
o f  dat ing  whi le  some 
wedded even when they 
were together for less. 

H o w e v e r,  t h e s e  3 
indicators matter: 

When there are no ifs 
and buts

You can say a man 
wants and will marry you 
when there are no ifs and 
buts. No more of  those 
lingering “what if  she's not 
yet the one” and “we make 
a good team, but I'm not 
sure if  this will last forever.” 

Everything—career, 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
feelings—falls into place 

When he feels peaceful 
about growing old with you

The length of  time 
varies for every person. 
Some men are already sure 
a b o u t  m a r r y i n g  t h e i r 
p a r t n e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e 
relationship, while others 
want to grow into the 
relationship first before 
popping the quest ion. 
However, their common 
denominator involves the 

feeling of  peacefulness 
towards the woman. 

Before  d iv ing  into 
marriage, any man—or 
person for that matter—will 
consider the negative side 
of  things. No relationship is 
perfect and most couples 
will always have a problem 
or two as boyfriends and 
girlfriends but if  a man 
accepts everything with 
peacefulness in his heart, 
you'll know that he's sure 
about marrying you. 

When you've managed 
t o  o ve r c o m e  a  h u g e 
problem together

There are no perfect 
relationships. Every couple 
will experience the bad side 
of  being together in one 
way or another, but a couple 
grows strong if  they can 
c h o o s e  a n d  w a n t  t o 
preserve their relationship 
despite everything. 

If  you've done this with 
your partner, this can be a 
time when he pops the 
question to you 

in the bar together, don't 
bother getting any hopes. 
They are out to have fun as 
girls and there is a secret code 
to stick together no matter 
what. Buy them drinks if  you 
are feeling generous, but 
don't waste your hope. It is a 
girls' night out and you will 
not be able to pull one of  
them away from the pack for 
your pleasure. 

However, if  they are two 
girls together and you like 
one of  them, go right ahead 
and do your thing. You 
might get a dub, you might 

get her to put her head on 
your shoulder that night or 
you might go home with her. 

But still, you must know 
how to flirt in the bar and the 
following are tips from the 
ladies themselves: 

Don't stare 
“Do not stare from 

across the room. Little 
glances and quick smiles 
work much better. Blatant 
staring is just creepy and 
uncomfortable.” 

The right way to buy 
her a drink 

“Don't send over a light 

beer, especially if  she’s not 
drinking a light beer. Ask the 
bartender what the girl is 
drinking and send that. 
When in doubt, a glass of  
something sparkling never 
hurt anyone.” 

Buy her friends one, 
too 

"Be nice to my friends. 
If  they are right next to me, 
you offer them a drink too. 
It's so tacky when you don't." 

Don't expect anything 
in exchange for that drink 

“Wait for a response. 
Guys nowadays think that 

buying the drink gives you 
permission to talk to and 
even harass that person. You 
should always think of  
buying the drink as a selfless 
gesture. It deserves no more 
t h a n  a  ' t h a n k  y o u '  i f  
accepted.” 

B e  c a r e f u l  w i t h 
compliments 

“Honestly, superficial 
compliments are a pretty 
great way to get me to shut 
down. It instantly makes me 
uncomfor table.  I  don ' t 
believe anything they say and 
try to get away immediately.” 

Just be normal 
“Say hello, introduce 

yourself, and have a normal 
conversation. It's amazing 
how far being normal can 
take you.” 

Don't rush the hook-up 
"The more pressure, the 

more I get turned off. It's the 
basic common sense rule of  
knowing your audience.: 

C o m e  u p  w i t h  a 

s women, when we 

Ahit it off  with a guy 
and want to take 

things forward, why do we 
want him to show interest 
first? 

They say finding love in 
the modern world is tough, 
when the truth is, it's only as 
tough as we make it. 

As women, when we hit 
it off  with a guy and want to 
take things forward, why do 
we want him to show interest 
first? 

Why do we spend hours 
waiting for his text, hoping 
for  h im to  ask  us  out? 
Perhaps, we're conditioned to 
t h i n k  t h a t  m e n  d o n ' t 
appreciate women being 
forward and moving too fast - 
but if  that's how we're really 
feeling, why be afraid to show 
it? 

Moreover, not all men 
think this way. Many of  them, 
in fact, find women with 
con f idence  and  c l a r i t y 
irresistibly attractive! It shows 
that you don't believe in 
gender roles and can look 
after yourself. 

But how will you ever 
find out if  you never make the 
first move? If  you're still not 
convinced about texting him 
first, here are 5 more reasons 
you should: 

C o n f i d e n c e  i s 
attractive

N o t  a l l  m e n  a r e 
intimidated by women who 
are strong, vocal and upfront. 
If  he is, you don't want him in 
your life anyway! It's 2022 
and women must stop caring 
about coming across as 'too 
much' of  anything, and start 
owning their emotions like a 
boss. If  you're in love, you're 
in love. There's nothing to be 

ashamed of. In fact, a lot of  
guys appreciate women 
h a v i n g  c l a r i t y  a n d 
confidence. It's a refreshing 
change for them. 

C u t  t h r o u g h  t h e 
waiting

When you meet a new 
guy and the chemistry starts 
building up, you go through a 
jittery phase of  waiting for his 
texts. Although he's on your 
mind all the time, you don't 
w a n t  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e 
conversation because you're 
afraid of  coming across as too 
eager or too available. At 
t imes,  i t ' s  good  to  not 
overthink things and simply 
take the plunge. It can really 
save you some mental energy. 
Besides, life is short and we 
don't want to waste time 
waiting for love to happen, 
right? 

He could be shy
A s  w o m e n ,  w e ' r e 

conditioned to think that men 
have to lead the way in love. 
They're expected to text us 
first, ask us out, drop us 
home, pay on dates and pop 
the question - while we simply 
play the passive role in the 
relationship. Not only is this 
unfair, but also super boring! 
Maybe he is interested in you 
but is too shy to say it. Text 
him first and save yourself, 
and him, the trouble! 

Get rid of delusions 
At t imes,  i t  can so 

happen that you think you've 
hit it off  with a guy, but he 
doesn't really feel the same 
way. The only way to know is 
to  communicate.  Being 
delusional and building 
castles in the air can really 
hurt you in the long run. So 
don't hesitate to text him first 
and figure out what he's 
thinking. Being turned down 
now is better than being 
disappointed later. 

distracting activity 
“Challenge her to a 

game of  pool. Or ask her to 
be your pool partner." 

Be nice to the bartender 
“Major turn-off  when a 

guy approaches, offers to buy 
a  dr ink  smooth ly,  and 
proceeds to snap or shout for 
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e 
bartender. Patience and 
kindness is seductive.” 

Don't try too hard to be 
funny 

“Things that are not 
funny include: comments 
about the bar/the service, 
politics/religion (this isn't 
your stand-up show), my 
body, or my friends. Sadly 
there's no blanket for what 
does land, but still-confident-
and-a-little-self-deprecating 
is usually a solid approach 
that can be really charming 
when used well.” 

No means no 
“ T a k e  n o  f o r  a n 

answer.” 
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The effective way to flirt with a girl at the bar 

How long does it take a man to know he wants
to marry you? 

Texting him first isn't
bad at all 
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epending on your Dweight and age, the 
amount of  water in 

the human body ranges from 
50-75%. The average adult 
human body is 50-65% water, 
averaging around 57-60%. 
The percentage of  water in 
infants is  much higher, 
typically around 75-78% 
water, dropping to 65% by 
one year of  age. 

With those numbers, 
hydration becomes critical 
for many of  the body's 
functions. Trace minerals 
and ionic minerals can also 
help with dehydration. 

Fatigue
Water is the most vital 

sources of  energy in the body. 
Dehydration causes the 
enzymatic activity in the 
body to slow down, resulting 
in tiredness and fatigue.

Asthma and Allergies
When dehydrated, your 

pple Cider Vinegar 

Ahas been used for 
thousands of  years for 

medical purposes. The ancient 
Greeks used it to treat wounds.

Much more recently, the 
apple cider variety has been 
tested for its ability to support 
weight loss, skin health, blood 
sugar balance, digestion, 
detox, immunity and for 
lowering cholesterol. And a 
growing number of  people 
openly  pra i se  i t s  hea l th 
benefits. But which claims hold 
water? Is vinegar good for you? 
Or is apple cider vinegar bad 
for you? Or some of  both?

What Can Apple Cider 
Vinegar Do for You?

Apple  Cider  Vinegar 
(ACV) has been touted for 
things like nail fungus, warts, 
lice and ear infections. Check 
out a trusted source to tell you 
about how medical conditions 
such as warts can be treated, 
for your own peace of  mind on 
what is the best thing to do. 
This may be due to its ability to 
help kill bacteria. This property 
h e l p s  ex p l a i n  v i n e g a r ' s 
usefulness as a household 
disinfectant,  and it  does 
provide a more healthful 
option for those who want to 
a v o i d  h a r s h  c l e a n i n g 
chemicals. But there is little 
research showing that vinegar 
can help with skin conditions.

Likewise many enthusiasts 
want  to  at t r ibute  heal th 
benefits for colds, sore throats 
and acid reflux to ACV. But 
these claims have very little 
scientific evidence supporting 
them.

Vinegar Offers Benefits 

for Blood Sugar
Solid research does show 

that vinegar supports healthy 
blood sugar levels:

The American Diabetes 
Associat ion repor ts  that 
vinegar improves insulin 
sensitivity to high-carb meals 
in people with type 2 diabetes 
or insulin resistance.

A study in the European 
Journal of  Clinical Nutrition 
demonstrated that vinegar 
helped people reduce their 
blood sugar by 34% after they 
ate 50 grams of  white bread.

The American Diabetes 
Association reported that 
drinking 2 tablespoons of  
apple cider vinegar at bedtime 
can lower morning fasting 
blood sugar by 4%.

A d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s 
demonstrate that vinegar 
improves insulin function and 
can help lower blood sugar 
levels after eating.

High blood sugar has been 
linked to aging and to some 
chronic diseases. People with 
type 2 diabetes have difficulty 
regulating their blood sugar 
levels because they experience 
insulin resistance (insulin can't 
penetrate the cells) or they 
aren ' t  producing enough 
insulin. The best way to help 
maintain healthy blood sugar 
levels is through the diet-
limiting the intake of  refined 
carbs and sugars. NOTE: 
People who take medicine for 
the regulation of  blood sugar 
should consult their doctor 
before beginning a vinegar 
consumption regimen.

Top benefits of drinking 
apple cider vinegar

When you add yeast to 
apple juice, it ferments. The 

fruit sugar turns into alcohol, 
which bacteria then turn into 
acetic acid. This process gives 
vinegar a powerful odour and a 
sour taste.

Raw, unfiltered apple cider 
vinegar also contains the 
“mother,” which consists of  
enzymes, proteins and friendly 
bacteria that look like sediment 
or dregs at the bottom of  the jar 
and add to its health benefits. 
This content may also give the 
product a cloudy appearance. 
V i n e g a r  a l s o  c o n t a i n s 
polyphenols-antioxidants that 
help protect cells against free 
r a d i c a l  d a m a ge.  I t  a l s o 
contains small amounts of  
p o t a s s i u m ,  a n  e s s e n t i a l 
mineral.

Apple Cider Vinegar for 
Weight Loss and Belly Fat

Can drinking apple cider 
vinegar daily help you lose 
weight? According to several 
human studies, vinegar can 
increase feelings of  fullness, 
help you eat fewer calories and 
lead to weight loss. People who 
drink vinegar with a high-carb 
meal feel fuller and eat an 
average of  200–275 fewer 
calories for the balance of  the 
day. 

For best results, it makes 
sense to include other effective 
methods that support weight 
loss as well,  including a 
sensible diet and regular 
physical activity.

Are Vinegar, Cholesterol 
and Heart Health Connected?

Animal studies suggest 
that consuming apple cider 
vinegar may help lower both 
cholesterol and triglyceride 
levels and may reduce other 
cardiovascular disease risk 
factors. Vinegar may also help 

lower blood pressure in lab 
animals. High blood pressure 
is a risk factor for heart disease 
and kidney problems. One 
human study showed that 
women who ate vinaigrette 
type salad dressings had a 
lower risk of  heart disease but, 
this data might be simply 
associated rather than causal.

Can Apple Cider Vinegar 
H e l p  P r o t e c t  A g a i n s t 
Cancer?

The Internet is full of  hype 
on this subject. But truth is, 
several studies show that 
certain types of  vinegar can 
kill cancer cells and shrink 
tumors. But these studies were 
performed in lab animals or in 
v i t r o ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t 
necessarily correlate to how 
vinegar might perform in the 
human body. Further research 
is needed to see if  there's a 
v i a b l e  a p p l e  c i d e r 
vinegar–cancer connection 
worth noting. 

What About the Apple 
Cider Vinegar Detox?

This  hea l th  c raze  i s 
popular for sure, but does 
taking ACV (with or without 
cinnamon, honey, ginger, 
lemon or cayenne) truly boost 
the body's ability to cleanse or 
detox? Solid evidence is 
lacking.

Hot apple cider vinegar 
drink

How to Drink Apple 
Cider Vinegar

You may discover health 
benefits simply from adding 
apple cider vinegar to your diet 
in salad dressings, sweet-and-
sour recipes, etc. If  you want 
to drink it like a beverage, you 
should always dilute it. Apple 
cider vinegar shots are not 
r e c o m m e n d e d .  W h e r e 
p o s s i b l e ,  u s e  o r g a n i c , 
unfiltered ACV with the 
“mother.” Store the open 
v i n e g a r  b o t t l e  i n  t h e 
refrigerator.

How Much Apple Cider 
Vinegar Should I Drink? And 
How Often?

I t ' s  a  g o o d  i d e a  f o r 
beginners to start with 1 
teaspoon ACV diluted in 
plenty of  water until you know 
your stomach's tolerance level. 
Slowly increase to 1 or 2 
tablespoons in a large glass of  
water (with or without honey).

Take ACV 2 or 3 times a 
day on an empty stomach 
(before meals and/or before 
bed). If  possible, spread your 
drinks evenly throughout the 
day. Continue this for up to 
four weeks. You may repeat 
this regimen three times 
throughout the year if  desired.

What's the Best Way to 
Drink Apple Cider Vinegar?

These tips can help you get 
started on a vinegar health 
regimen:

Add honey to apple cider 
vinegar drink, improving the 
palatability. The benefits of  

apple cider vinegar and honey 
remain the same as drinking it 
without honey. Try adding 1 
tablespoon honey to the 
diluted ACV. Stir well before 
drinking.

Add ground cinnamon or 
cayenne pepper to boost the 
antioxidant content of  your 
drink. These spices may also 
help increase your body's 
ability to burn calories. Be sure 
to stir well before drinking.

The best time to take apple 
cider vinegar is 20 minutes 
before you eat a meal. This can 
help reduce appetite and 
support lower glucose levels.

Due to the acidic nature of  
ACV, you may want to drink it 
through a straw if  you have 
sens i t ive  t ee th  o r  weak 
enamel. It may be worth 
consulting with your dentist 
should any issues arise.

Apple Cider Vinegar Side 
Effects-What Are They?

Because vinegar is acidic, 
it may upset the stomach, 
damage teeth or hurt the 
throat.

It might also interfere with 
potassium levels, which could 
impact muscles and nerves.

ACV may complicate the 
taking of  medications for 
diabetes and heart disease.

Vinegar can impact the 

e f f e c t  o f  d i u r e t i c s  a n d 

laxatives.

A shortage of  water and 
alkaline minerals, such as 
calcium and magnesium, can 
lead to a number of  digestive 
disorders, including ulcers, 
gastritis and acid reflux

B l a d d e r  o r  K i d n e y 
Problems

With a dehydrated body, 
the accumulation of  toxins 
and acid waste creates an 
environment where bacteria 
thr ive,  resul t ing  in  the 
bladder and kidney to be 
more prone to infection, 
inflammation and pain.

Constipation
When short of  water, the 

colon is one of  the primary 
regions the body draws water 
from in order to provide 
fluids for other critical body 
functions. Without adequate 
water, wastes move through 
the large intestines much 
more slowly or sometimes 
not  a t  a l l ,  resul t ing  in 
constipation.

Joint Pain or Stiffness
All joints have cartilage 

w r i n k l e  a n d  w i t h e r 
prematurely. Especially with 
time, wrinkles are often seen 
on the face and hands. While 
many try and make a change 
in their diet by including 
proper hydration, skincare 
products such as Beverly 
Hills MD Deep Wrinkle 
Filler might also prove useful 
in this regard.

Weight Gain
When dehydrated, cells 

body will restrict airways as a 
means to conserve water. In 
fact, the rate of  histamine 
p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  b o dy 
increases exponentially as the 
body loses more water.

High Blood Pressure
The blood is normally 

about 92% water when the 
body is fully hydrated. When 
d e hyd r a t e d ,  t h e  b l o o d 
becomes thicker causing 
resistance to blood flow, 
which results in elevated 
blood pressure.

High Cholesterol
W h e n  t h e  b o d y  i s 

dehydrated, it will produce 
more cholesterol to prevent 
water loss from the cells.

Skin disorders
Dehydration impairs the 

elimination of  toxins through 
the skin and makes it more 
vulnerable to all types of  skin 
d i s o r d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
dermatitis and psoriasis, as 
well as premature wrinkling 
and discoloration.

Digestive Disorders

padding which is composed 
mainly of  water. When the 
body is dehydrated, cartilage 
is weakened and joint repair 
is slow resulting in pain and 
discomfort. If  that happens 
you might need to get some 
drugs to help treat your joint.

Premature Aging
W h e n  c h r o n i c a l l y 

dehydra ted ,  the  body ' s 
organs, including its largest 
organ, the skin, begins to 

are depleted of  energy. As a 
result people tend to eat more 
when, in reality, the body is 
t h i r s t y.  T h i s  e f f e c t  i s 
worsened as the creation and 
expansion of  fat cells uses 
water, leading to further 
dehydration. If  you find 
y o u r s e l f  g o i n g  t o  t h e 
bathroom more often when 
losing weight, this is often 
because of  the water being 
released from your fat cells.

11 Reasons why dehydration is making you sick 
By Glory Ugochukwu

By Glory Ugochukwu

Improving your health with
apple cider vinegar
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e a r  O m a ,DI  f e e l 
uncomfor table 

receiving gifts, and I find it 
hard to meet my husband's 
requests for constant gifts, 
especially when I feel I 
already give so much. He 
constantly asks me to buy 
him things, some of  which 
are very expensive.

I ' m  a  s ave r,  n o t  a 
spender, and I try to watch 
my budget. I already pay all 
the household bills, even 
though we make the same 
amount of  money.

I  owned my house 
before we met, and he chips 
i n  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l 
upgrades and maintenance 
or takes me out to dinner 
once in a while. But I pay 
for the vast majority of  
ex p e n s e s,  a s  we l l  a s 
perform the majority of  
chores. I have sacrificed 
a n d  p a i d  f o r  a l l  o u r 
vacations because I wanted 
the experience, and I accept 
that.

The problem is,  he 
s e e m s  t o  f e e l 
unappreciated, suggesting 
that if  I gifted him more 
often, he would know he 
was constantly thought of. 
H e  s ay s  h e  b u y s  m e 
random gifts — usually 
small items to which there 
are strings attached or 
implied reciprocity. These 
requests, especially when 
he buys for himself  quite a 
bit, seem like a smack in the 
face to me. I feel he's 
impulsive with purchases, 
and won't be happy until I 
have nothing left.

H o w  d o  I  h a n d l e 
meeting my husband's 
n e e d  f o r  c o n s t a n t 
validation without going 
bankrupt or having all the 
love sucked out  f rom 
resentment? Mentioning 
my financial limitations 
doesn't seem to quench his 
thirst for more. From Mary

Dear  Mar y:  I f  my 
reading of  your letter is 
accurate, you are doing all 
the heavy lifting in your 
marriage. What, exactly, is 
your husband contributing 
except to ask for more? 
Gifts are supposed to be 
freely given, not dispensed 
because they are requested.

Whether your husband 
i s  g r e e d y,  s e l f i s h  o r 
extremely needy, I can't 
guess, but the balance is off  
in your marriage. This is 
why I'm recommending 
you consult a marriage and 
family therapist. If  your 
husband is willing to go 
with you and discuss these 
i s s u e s ,  t h e y  c a n  b e 
resolved. If  not, please go 
alone so you can gain 
clearer insight into what 

articles I see are all about 
sex, having sex, rushing to 
sex. It's like there's no 
emphas is  on  ac tua l ly 
getting to know a person 
anymore.

I'd like to believe that 
sex is something people 
w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y 
emotionally intimate can 
share. But by the third date, 
sex is not only expected but 
cons idered  "nor mal . " 
When I say that it's too 
soon for me, I'm not called 
back for another date. If  I 
do go forward with sex, I 
feel compromised and 
c h e a p e n e d  w h e n  t h e 
"relationship" ends. These 
men didn't take the time to 
actually know me.

Please understand. I'm 
mature enough to handle 
this, but I'm deterred from 
dating because of  it. Are 
there any men out there 
who want a connection 
that isn't just physical? 
From Chinenye

Dear Chinenye: Yes, 
there  are.  But  in  our 
hookup culture, it may take 
time to find them. I agree 
that we live in a sex-
obsessed society, as we are 
constantly reminded in 
print, television, film and 
online media. Many men 
in your age group avoid 
e m o t i o n a l  i n t i m a c y 
because they have been 
divorced and don't want to 
quickly jump back into a 
committed relationship.

It's possible you might 
have better luck if  you join 
activity groups in which the 
members have common 
interests besides running 
right off  to the bedroom. 
You should never allow 
yourself  to be coerced into 
doing anything you don't 
feel ready for. Unlike what 
some people may believe 

can't  answer that and 
n e i t h e r  c a n  yo u .  H e 
certainly isn't acting like 
someone who loves you.

Gather your strength 
and jump off  the treadmill. 
It's time to go on with your 
life.

D e a r  O m a ,
My husband recent ly 
started a new job. He works 
with a bunch of  women, 
which is a switch from 
what I'm used to since all 
his previous jobs were with 
all men.

These women "adore" 
him, and I don't think most 
are a threat, but two of  
them are very flirtatious, 
although he's not one to 
notice that stuff. He says 
they act like that with 
everyone, but I have tried to 
e x p l a i n  t h e r e  a r e 
boundar ies  o f  what ' s 
acceptable  for  how a 
woman acts  toward a 
married man. He thinks 
I'm overreacting and they 
don't mean anything, but 
they treat me differently 
when he's not around.

I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  h e 
wouldn't flirt back, but they 
seem to take his kindness as 
"accepting" their behavior. 
I don't want them to think 
he thinks it's OK, but he 
doesn't want to be rude 
s i n c e  t h e y  a l l  w o r k 
together. What can be 
done, and how can I get 
him to see what I see? Am I 
overreacting? From Stella

Stella: You and your 
husband will  be a lot 
h a p p i e r  i f  y o u  s t o p 
obsessing about his work 
environment. Nowhere in 
your letter did you state 
that your husband has been 
unfaithful.

It would be extremely 
inappropriate for you to 

( a n d  w h o m )  yo u  a r e 
dealing with.

D e a r  O m a ,
 My wife and I have been 
married five years and are 
raising four children. One 
i s  f r o m  my  p r ev i o u s 
relationship, one is from 
her previous relationship 
and two are ours. We both 
have joint custody. My son 
goes to school near his 
mom. My wife's son goes to 
school where we live. They 
are 9 and 8.

There's a lot of  tension 
between us because my 
stepson's father isn't the 
greatest parent. He never 
comes to school events or 
sporting events, so he 
misses half  of  everything. I 
regularly attend my son's 
events, which are a couple 
of  hours away and take 
t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  m y 
stepson. I put my 9-year-
old first because he's my 
firstborn, and I have him 
less. My wife disagrees 
with this, and we fight 
about  i t  constant ly.  I 
believe I am doing the right 
thing. Advice,  please. – 
James from Peterborough 

James: I'm sorry your 
wife's son's father hasn't 
stepped up to the plate. But 
please do not allow your 
wife to interfere with your 
relationship with your son. 
You are doing the right 
t h i n g  b y  s h ow i n g  a n 
interest in what he's doing 
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  h i m 
emotionally.

D e a r  O m a ,
I am a 28-year-old lady, 
studying at Alvan Ikoku 
Col lege  o f  educat ion 
Owerri. I have been in two 
serious relationships. I'm 
no prude, but it seems like 
everyone I date, and who 
my friends and I talk to, and 

sex does not automatically 
go with the dinner.

Dear Oma: I'm Lilian 
and I am a banker in Port-
Harcourt. I've been dating 
a married man for the last 
three years when we met at 
t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  a n d 
everything was great. We 
were attached at the hip 
and inseparable. I thought 
we had something special 
going.

His wife abandoned 
him and their two children 
for more than a year, and he 
didn ' t  know anything 
about raising kids, so I 
stepped in to help. It was 
great. They were just like 
my own. I was finally 
happy. I had the life I 
wanted. He even met with a 
lawyer to get a divorce.

Suddenly he announced 
he's letting her come back 
because she has nowhere to 
go. I am devastated. Ever 
since her return, she has 
made his life a living hell. 
He tells everyone including 
her how miserable he is, 
and she does the same 
thing.

Why won't he get a 
divorce? Should I wait for 
him? Did he ever really love 
me

Dear Lilian:  There 
could be any number of  
reasons why he won't 
divorce his wife. He may 
feel that, miserable as he is, 
a divorce would be too 
expensive. Or he may be 
trying to keep the family 
together "for the sake of  the 
kids." Or he may even love 
her.

That she is making his 
life a "living hell" is a 
p r o b l e m  o f  h i s  o w n 
making. Please, for the sake 
of  your own mental health, 
quit making it yours. Did 
he ever really love you? I 

confront his co-workers. If  
their "adoration" gets to the 
point where he becomes 
uncomfortable, he can 
either tell them enough is 
enough or enlist the help of  
his supervisor or his boss.

D e a r  O m a ,
Thank you for this column, 
I really feel the pain of  
every writer and at this 
point I think I need to share 
my own part of  the story, it 
being difficult for me and 
my marriage as I try to 
salvage it from crashing. 
My husband and I have had 
a total of  six miscarriages 
one before our miracle son 
and five since we began 
trying for a second child 
more than two years ago.

I  a lways  wanted  a 
boatload of  children, but 
my husband and I agreed 
on two before we got 
married. Now he wants to 
call it quits. He doesn't 
w a n t  t o  k e e p  t r y i n g 
b e c a u s e  h e  s e e s  t h e 
emotional toll each loss has 
on me. I want to get a 
second opinion from a 
fertility specialist who 
helped a friend with similar 
issues.

The only way I know 
how to describe the way I 
feel is that it feels as though 
"someone" is missing from 
our family. I ache and long 
for and miss that person, 
even though I've never met 
them. I know deep in my 
s o u l ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e 
supposed  to  be  here. 
Missing them doesn't mean 
I love my husband and son 
any less. But as much as I 
love those two, I also miss 
that person. What should 
my husband and I do? 

Dear Friend: Please 
a c c e p t  m y  h e a r t f e l t 
sympathy as I appreciate 
your constant follow up of  
each edition of  letter to 
Oma. Clearly you have 
been through a wrenching 
time, and your loving 
husband is reluctant to see 
you continue to suffer as 
you have been. You and 
your husband should talk 
to the fertility specialist 
who helped your friend. 
H o w e v e r ,  i f  m o r e 
treatment is unsuccessful, 
it will be time for you to 
seek a referral to a licensed 
psychotherapist who can 
help you cope with your 
disappointment and loss.

B e c a u s e  yo u  c a n ' t 
escape the feeling that 
s o m e o n e  i s  m i s s i n g , 
p e r h a p s  y o u  m i g h t 
consider using a surrogate, 
fostering or adopting a 
child who needs a loving 
home and family.

Letter to Oma
Friday 6 - Saturday 7 May, 2022  
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Presidential ticket:
The North must check it

s political parties in 

ANigeria are making 
efforts to nominate 

t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidates, the two main 
political par ties in the 
country, The ruling party, 
APC and the opposition 
party, the PDP, have been 
locked almost in a game of  
whits . That is in their efforts 
to choose the best candidate, 
that will guarantee them a 
maximum opportunity of  
winning the presidency. 
    Infact, if  Nigerian 
politicians, particularly 
those from the North should 
approach the matter with 
the spirit of  Equity and 
Justice, they will have no 
p rob l em mak ing  such 
decision. The matter is 
simply, indeed very simple. 
Niger ia ,  a s  a  count r y 
comprises of  6 Major Zones 
which is broken into 774 
Local Government Areas. 
    Unfortunately, through 
military fiat  proclaimed by 
General Babangida  and 
General Abacha , instead of  

each of  the Zones getting 
equal number Of  States , 
such as : North East :6 States 
North Central : 6 states and 
North west: 6 states.
Through the same arbitrary  
military fiats the South West 
was given 6 states , South 
South 6stats But South East 
was given 5 State. That was 
the beginning of  the process 
of  marginalising the South . 
I t  i s  n o w  a  c o m m o n 
knowledge that before 1999 
Constitution was forced on 
the Country ,  each of  the 
two zones Northern Region 
and Southern Region have 
e q u a l  n u m b e r  o f  
geographical strength. The 
military, under any of  the 
head of  state pretended as if  
they were balancing the 
structure of  Nigeria , but 
they  were  in s id ious ly 
working to disadvantaged 
the south . 
      Unfortunately, the South 
West and their leaders went 
along with the military 
Elites to disenfranchise the 
South  by accepting five 

states from the South EAst . 
According to one Igbo 
proverb “when a bush fowl 
is being dissected and a fowl 
is laughing she dose not 
know is she that is being 
dissected “ . Today, they 
n o w  k n o w  t h a t  b y 
cooperating with the North 
to undo the East (The Igbo) 
they did not know that one 
day like today,  that the 
north will take advantage of  
pretended marginalisation 
to undo the entire South. 
      Since 1999, the North 
have produced the president 
in the persons of  Umaru 
M u s a  Ya ' A d u a   a n d 
Muhammad Buhari, were 
as the South has produced 
Olusegun Obasanjo and 
G o o d l u c k  J o n a t h a n . 
Mathematically, on the face 
value both the North and the 
South have held positions 
once . But  there are three 
main ethnic configurations 
i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y :  T h e 
H a u s a / F u l a n i 
configuration, the Igbo 
Configurat ion and the 

Yoruba Configuration . Of  
these three configurations it 
i s  o n l y  t h e  I g b o 
configuration that has been 
treated with utmost disdain 
and incredulity. The Yoruba 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  h a v e 
benefited from the fact that 
Olusegun Obasanjo was 
given the Presidency in 1999 
to assuage  the injustice 
melted to the west (Yoruba) 
by denying Abiola His 
Victory in 1993.
    However, in 1999, 
Doctors Ogbonnaya Onu 
was asked to drop his bid for 
p r e s i d e n c y  t o  a l l o w 
Obasanjo to contest . This 
was a big sacrifice in the part 
of  the Igbo 
    Fortunately, the two main 
political parties have in their 
constitution a provision that 
“ power to rotate between 
the south and North”
     Now, after Buhari must 
have completed 8 years 
what is it wrong to simply 
a l l o w  t h e  I g b o  t h e 
opportunity to present a 
president of  the Federal 

Republic of  Nigeria. What 
is wrong with that ? 
       It could be remembered 
that Goodluck Jonathan 
was voted out through 
cuspiracy by Northern 
Elites , because they wanted 
power to return to the North 
.
      Those Northern hawks, 
who have now forgotten the 
understanding of  power 
rotation planning to topple 
its outstanding arrangement 
must be prepared to accept 
the by-product of  such 
refusal to take power to the 
s o u t h .  T h o s e  w i t h 
unprogressive minds should 
be prepared to accept the 
consequences  of  the i r  
undemocratic actions. They 
must be prepared to answer 
history as a result  of  their 
actions. 

It must be said and said 
l o u d l y  t o o,  t h a t ,  “ i n 
functional politics, justice is 
the source with which the 
g a r b a g e  o f  e q u i t y  i s 
nourished.”

Those Northern hawks, who have now 
forgotten the understanding of  power 

rotation planning to topple its outstanding 
arrangement must be prepared to accept the 
by-product of  such refusal to take power to 
the south. Those with unprogressive minds 

should be prepared to accept the 
consequences of  their  undemocratic 

actions. They must be prepared to answer 
history as a result  of  their actions. 

 Infact, if  Nigerian 
politicians, particularly those 

from the North should 
approach the matter with the 
spirit of  Equity and Justice, 
they will have no problem 
making such decision. The 

matter is simply, indeed very 
simple. Nigeria, as a country 
comprises of  6 Major Zones 

which is broken into 774 Local 
Government Areas. 

“

“
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goals and won the Europa 
League and Carabao Cup 
during his debut campaign 
with the Red Devils.

Speaking to ESPN's The 
Gab & Juls Show podcast, 
the 40-year-old said: “I had 
fun.

“I really enjoyed because 

latan Ibrahimovic has Zsaid he loved proving 
his doubters wrong at 

Manchester United.
The AC Milan forward 

spent two successful years at 
Old Trafford between 2016 
and 2018.

Ibrahimovic scored 28 

ewcastle United are 

Nbeing encouraged to 
bid  for  Watford 

attacker Ismaila Sarr.
The attacker is likely 

available for a cut price fee 
t h i s  s u m m e r ,  d u e  t o 
Wa t f o r d ' s  i m p e n d i n g 

relegation.
According to Football 

Transfers, Sarr will be one of  
the players Watford sells to 
balance their books.

Even though they are an 
ambitious club that want to 
come straight back up, Sarr 

could command a significant 
fee this summer.

The source states that 
Watford will look to sell him 
for around £40 million.

He has previously been 
l i n k e d  t o  t h e  l i k e s  o f  
Liverpool and Manchester 
United.

u r k i s h  S u p e r  L i g Tcurrent champions 
Trabzonspor  have 

s u s p e n d e d  c o n t r a c t 
negotiations with Nigerian 
striker Anthony Nwakaeme, 
according to reports. 

Accord ing  to  a  top 
journalist in Turkey, Barı� 
Yu r d u s e v e n ,  t h e  n e w 
champions have told the 
striker to wait till the end of  
the season before they begin 
talks over his future. 

Nwakaeme has been 
consistent for the Black Sea 
Storm since his move from 
Hapoel Beer Sheva in 2018 
and was a huge part of  the 
team's success this season as 
the club ended its 38-year wait 
for the league title, despite 
missing several games due to 
injury and coronavir us-
related issues. 

So far this season, the 33-
year-old has scored 11 goals 
a n d  a s s i s t e d  1 0  i n  2 7 
appearances.

In their title chase in the 
2021/22 season, he was the 
club's second-highest goals 
scorer with 11 goals, five 
behind top scorer, Andreas 
Cornelius, who played seven 
g a m e s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e 
Nigerian. 

M e a n w h i l e , 
Nwakaeme's contract will 
expire at the end of  June and 
could be out of  the club 
f o l l o w i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  
breakdown talks. 

T r a b z o n s p o r  a r e 
reluctant to meet the player's 
financial demands despite 
their desire to tie him to the 
club for another two years. 

According to Trt Spor, 
the Super Lig champions have 
decided to stop negotiations 
till the end of  the season. 

“ I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t 
Nwakaeme wants  €10m 
money  fo r  th ree  year s. 
Trabzonspor management 
said to Nwakaeme's manager, 
“We are suspending the 

negotiations, see you at the 
end of  the season”. 

Nwakaeme could play 
his last game for Trabzonspor 
when they face Istanbul 
Basaksehir in the final league 
game of  the season on May 
22. 

nthony Joshua has 

Ar eve a l e d  h e  h a s 
devised a new game-

plan ahead of  his eagerly 
anticipated rematch against 
Oleksandr Usyk.

AJ surrendered his IBF, 
WBO and WBA titles last 
Se ptember  fo l lowing  a 
comprehensive defeat at the 
h a n d s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r 
cruiserweight king.

Despite the damaging 
nature of  the defeat, Joshua 
opted to trigger the rematch 
clause almost instantly and is 
likely to face the unbeaten 
Ukrainian, who recently left 
his war-torn homeland to 
begin his training camp, in 
London at the end of  July.

aap Stam believes it's 

Ji m p o r t a n t  t h a t 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d 

secure European football 
ahead of  Erik ten Hag's first 
season in charge.

C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
qualification is now virtually 
out of  reach for the Reds, as 
we are five points behind 
Arsenal in fourth with just two 
fixtures left, while both the 
Gunners and Spurs have 
games in hand over us and 
play each other next Thursday 
(12 May).

United are currently sixth 
in the Premier League table, 
which would be enough for a 

Europa League spot, as would 
fifth.

The team in seventh 
qualifies for the Europa 
C o n f e r e n c e  L e a g u e ,  a 
competition which only begun 
in 2021 and one we haven't 
been involved in previously.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n 
argument from some quarters 
that United would be better 
served not being involved in 
continental competition at all 
next season.

Arsenal have arguably 
benefited from only having 
one game a week this term, 
while Leicester and Chelsea 
won Premier League titles in 
back-to-back years without 
the distraction of  midweek 

games.
But Stam sees Europa 

League or Conference League 
involvement as providing a 
g r e a t  c h a n c e  f o r  h i s 
compatriot and the club to 
claim our first silverware since 
2017.

“I think it's good to have 
European football,” Jaap told 
club media earlier this week, 
ahead of  the 3-0 win over 
Brentford.

“I think it's always good to 
show yourself  on a European 
platform and show what you 
can  do  and how you ' re 
performing and if  you're 
making progress or not.

“At the end of  the day, it's 
always nice to win trophies. 
Your colleagues and a lot of  
people are asking me how 
long it will take for United to 
win trophies.

“It doesn't need to be long 
and if  you can take part in one, 
like a European cup, and if  
you can win one, then I still 
think you've done a great job 
for next season, if  you can do 
that.”

The 2022/23 campaign 
will be unlike any other, in that 
there is a five-week hiatus in 
the middle of  the club season 
to allow the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar to be played.

T h a t  t o u r n a m e n t ' s 
presence is sure to disrupt the 
rhythm of  teams across the 
continent, although it splits 
the group stages and knockout 
rounds of  the European 
competitions and Stam feels 
the opportunity is there for 
United to build something.

“I think it's good to be in 
there and to start playing these 
games and then create a 
feeling and get a rhythm as 
well for the players to do well 
in the league and also at a 
European level, so people 
around the world can see 
you're coming and getting 
close to a certain level.

“You never know what 
will happen at the end of  the 
season but I think if  there are 
things to be won then I think 
you need to do it. You need to 
grab it.”

I n  M a r c h ,  J o s h u a 
confirmed that his assistant 
coach, Angel Fernandez, 
had been promoted in a 
change to his set-up and the 
pair have been busy devising 
a way to avenge last year's 
defeat.

“The fight with Usyk, in 
my mind, was going for 12 
r o u n d s,”  Jo s h u a  s a i d , 
speaking at the Oxford 
Union where he gave a talk to 
students.

“That was my game plan 
because I thought I could 
compete with him as a boxer. 
And I think he won two more 
rounds than I did. That's how 
he became champion.

“So the goal now is to go 

back to basics and go for the 
knockout.

“I always feel, when I'm 
sparring or fighting people, I 
actually see their spirit get 
dampened.

“Honestly, when you're 
looking at this person directly 
in their eyes and watching 
their body, you can read the 
body and punch after punch 
this person is slowly fading.

“ N ow  w h e n  y o u ' r e 
boxing, the art of  boxing is to 
hit and not get hit. So you're 
kind of  boxing to stay away. 
That's not really my style.

“My style is to be up close 
and personal and make it 
difficult for the person. So 
that's the game plan.”

bring out the better of  you. I 
had fun. [It]  is a great 
competition, [an] amazing 
atmosphere.”

He added: “I'm happy I 
played for United, which I 
think is the best team in 
England,' he said. 'And I 
think it was the right choice 
to go to Manchester United.

“I think I came in a good 
moment. Because it's easy to 
come to a club when the 
success is already there. It's 
more difficult when you 
come and the challenge is 
different. And then if  you 
manage to have a success, 
you're part of  the story. So 
the fans [were] great to me. 
And I really enjoyed [it]. A 
lot of  things happened.”

when I came, everybody was 
against it.  And then in 
England, they didn't like me.

“All these haters, after 
three months, they started to 
like me, I didn't like them 
anymore.

“I like people when they 
hate you because then they 

Serie A: I've proven my haters wrong, says Ibrahimovic

€10m demand: Trabzonspor
suspend Nwakaeme contract talks

Joshua fine-tunes plans for Usyk rematch

Newcastle offered chance
to sign Watford winger, Sarr

Man Utd should grab European opportunity says
Jaap Stam
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ristiano Ronaldo and 

CS o n  H e u n g - m i n 
headline the players 

nominated for the Premier 
League Player of  the Month 
award for April.

Ronaldo scored five 
goals in four games as one of  
Manchester United's only 
bright sparks, while Son 
grabbed four goals and one 
assist for Tottenham.

A l s o  a m o n g  t h e 
nominees  i s  Newcast le 
r e c o r d  s i g n i n g,  B r u n o 
Guimaraes who has settled 
excellently in Tyneside and 
has been a catalyst behind 
their impressive form in 
2022.

M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y 
midfielder, Kevin De Bruyne 
i s  u p  f o r  t h e  a w a r d , 
contributing at least a goal or 
assist for each of  the four 
Premier League matches he 
played last month, as is 
teammate Gabriel Jesus – 
w h o  h a s  h a d  a  m i n i -

arcelona are taking a Bfresh look at Atletico 
Madrid striker Alvaro 

Morata.
Barcelona are working 

on the squad for next season 
and they are keen on signing a 
striker. Borussia Dortmund's 
Erling Haaland was too 
e x p e n s i v e ,  R o b e r t 
Lewandowksi is proving too 
difficult with Bayern Munich, 
and so Tuttosport have linked 
the club to Morata again.

The Spain striker was 
ready to come in the winter 
window but Juventus did not 
let him leave and Barcelona 
s i g n e d  P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 

Aubameyang instead from 
Arsenal.

Now Morata's name is 
back on the rumour mill. He's 
still an Atletico striker and 

verton could be in for a Ehect ic  summer  o f  
transfer activity.

With their Premier League 
status still hanging in the 
balance it remains to be seen 
w h i c h  d i v i s i o n  F r a n k 
Lampard ' s  men  wi l l  be 
playing in next season, and 
understandably, that is bound 
to have a knock-on effect on 

how they approach their 
recruitment policy in the 
coming months.

While many supporters 
will be mulling over the 
prospect of  a rebuild in the 
immediate future, there's also 
the very real possibility that 
several high-profile talents 
could leave the club this 
summer.

Juventus don't seem to want 
to pay the 35m euros agreed 
to buy his rights as part of  the 
deal. Barcelona are paying 
attention to the situation.

resurgence in recent weeks 
and scored a league-high six 
goals in April.

Liverpool midfielder, 
Thiago has been recognised 
for his stellar performances 
with a nomination, and 
Brighton winger, Leandro 
Trossard is on the shortlist 
after scoring crucial goals to 
dent the top-four hopes of  
b o t h  A r s e n a l  a n d 
Tottenham.

The eight-man shortlist 
is completed by Burnley 
defender, Nathan Collins, 
who has looked imperious 
since the appointment of  
caretaker manager Mike 
Jackson. The nominees are 
as follows:

Nathan Collins
Kevin De Bruyne
Bruno Guimaraes
Gabriel Jesus
Cristiano Ronaldo
Son Heung-min
Thiago
Leandro Trossard

England
20:45 Liverpool – Tottenham----1X 
16:00 Crystal Palace – Watford--- 1
17:30 Manchester City – Newcastle--- 1
15:00 Norwich - West Ham--- 2

La Liga
21:00 Betis – Barcelona--- Un 3.5
21:00 Atl. Madrid - Real Madrid--- 1

Serie A
18:00 Salernitana – Cagliari—1X
20:45 Verona - AC Milan--- X2

Bundesliga
15:30 Greuther Furth – Dortmund--- 2
15:30 Eintracht Frankfurt - B. 

Monchengladbach--- 1
17:30 Bayern Munich – Stuttgart--- 1 
19:30 RB Leipzig – Augsburg--- 1

Others

13:00 Metz – Lyon--- 2

19:45 Partizani - KF Tirana--- X

17:00 LASK – Hartberg--- X

16:00 FK Pardubice – Karvina--- 1X

13:30 Huddersfield - Bristol City--- 1

21:30 Portimonense – Sporting--- 2

15:30 Zenit – Khimki--- 1

Betting tips for the weekend
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Ronaldo, Son top EPL player of the month nominations

MAURICE

From: Ehime Mbano, Imo State 

Age: 23 years

Hobbies: Dancing, cleaning and
cooking

Occupation: Business Owner

Queen Maurice Alexandra
goldie_maurice_
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Barcelona take fresh look at Juventus striker, Morata

Several players likely to leave
Everton this summer


