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Anambra measles outbreak: Over 20,000 
children get vaccination
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News

By Ikenna Orioha

I
mo State Governor, 
Hope Uzodimma, has 
been described as a gen-

der - friendly politician. 
This is because he has ap-
pointed many women into 
his government, ranging 
from Imo State Universal 

Uzodimma described as gender-friendly, 
HUWSG inaugurated 

Basic Education Board, 
Civil Service Commis-
sion, Revenue Mobiliza-
tion, Consumer Protection 
Council among others who 
are doing greatly and con-
tributing to the economic 
development and social 
progress of  Imo State.

This appraisal was giv-

en by the Commissioner 
of  Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and 
Social Development, Dr. 
Princess Rabiu Ibrahim and 
APC State Women Leader, 
Hon. Mrs. Nneoma Ifeoma 
Ndukwu, during the official 
inauguration of  Hope Uzo-
dimma Women Support 

Group (HUWSG), held at 
the APC secretariat, Ower-
ri, on Wednesday.

The Commissioner said 
that she is happy and satis-
fied with the level of  wom-
en participation in politics 
and governance in the state, 
affirming that “our Gover-
nor has done well when it 
comes to women affairs. He 
is gender - friendly

. You can see the number 
of  Commissioners, Special 
Advisers, Senior Special 
Advisers and Chairpersons 
working and performing 
well in his government. 
There are a lot of  women 
aspirants springing up from 
the State Assembly, Reps 
and Senate. The only seat 
we do not have a woman 
is the governorship, may be 
by the time our dear Gov-
ernor finishes his tenure a 
woman will emerge”.

Ibrahim who doubled as 
the Focal Person for NC 
Programs in Imo State and 
the founder of  HUWSG, 
noted that HUWSG is a po-
litical pressure group that is 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
s a result of  measles 
outbreak, no fewer 
than twenty thou-

sand children in nine local 
government areas in Anam-
bra have been vaccinated.

News Echo reports that the 
Commissioner for Health, 
Dr. Afam Obidike said this 
in a post-measles outbreak 
response press briefing held 
at the Jerome Udorji State 
Secretariat, Awka.

The Commissioner, Dr 
Obidike said the State gov-
ernment swung into action 
immediately the World 
Health Organization and the 
Nigeria Centre for Disease 
Control alerted it about the 
outbreak in nine local gov-
ernment areas of  Anambra 
East and West, Ayamelum, 
Ihiala, Idemili North, Nne-
wi North, Onitsha North, 

Njikoka and Oyi, where a 
total of  eighty-eight cases 
were recorded.

He said the swift response 
through stakeholder engage-
ment, intensified routine 
immunization of  nineteen 
thousand, six hundred and 
nine children between the 
ages of  zero to five years, 
and inter- ministerial collab-
oration ensured the speedy 
mitigation of  the disease, 
though regretting that four-
teen children died from the 
disease in the State

Dr Obidike assured of  
continuous vaccination and 
intervention of  the Minis-
tries of  Health, Environment, 
as well as Power and Water 
Resources will be sustained 
to ensure that there are no 
longer repeates cases of  out-
breaks in the State. He sought 
for more collaboration with 
all stakeholders to ensure that 
those factors that increase the 

spread of  measles, such as 
poor environmental and hy-
giene practices and poor up-
take of  vaccines are reduced 
to the minimum.

He equally requested for 
active surveillance of  all no-
ticeable diseases by all those 
involved in disease surveil-
lance and notification as a 
means of  ensuring a healthier 
Ndi Anambra.

Contributing, the Exec-
utive Secretary, Anambra 
State Primary Healthcare 
Development Agency, Dr 
Chioma Ezenyimulu said 
that the State Government 
will soon commence a stan-
dalone measles vaccination 
campaign, which she said 
will cover all the twenty-one 
local government areas of  the 
State.

Present at the briefing were 
representatives of  their part-
ners the – World Health Or-
ganization and UNICEF.

Why I withdrew from PDP primaries 
- Nwawuba
By Grace Ofurum

T
he member represent-
ing Mbaitoli/Ikeduru 
federal constituency 

at the House of  Representa-
tives, Hon. Henry Nwawuba 
has withdrawn from the on-
going PDP primaries over 
what he termed irregulari-
ties.

In a release made availa-
ble to Journalists, it reads, 
“It is regrettable that our 
great Party, as presently op-
erated, has become a direct 
opposite of  the ideals and 
principles that made it an 
attractive brand, and the 
platform of  choice for the 
people of  Mbaitoli/Ikeduru 
Federal Constituency, Imo 
State and the entire Coun-
try, Nigeria. “As a Party that 
was well placed and primed 
to consolidate its grassroots 
hold in Imo State and ready 
to take over the reins of  
power in Nigeria, it is dis-
heartening to note that the 
PDP, through the devious 
machinations of  a few indi-
viduals championed by one 
man, has pressed the self-de-
struct button and eroded 
all the potentials to make a 
resounding statement in the 
2023 elections”. 

“The purported conduct 
of  the House of  Represent-
atives Primary Election in 
Mbaitoli/Ikeduru Federal 
Constituency leaves so much 
to be desired for a Party that 

prides itself  with the name, 
Peoples Democratic Party . 
The exercise was nothing but 
a mockery, a brazen display 
of  the dark arts of  vexatious 
and vindictive politics and an 
infantile manifestation of  in-
cubated vendetta. 

He continued, “In the cha-
rade, the 3-man ad hoc del-
egate list that was to form 
the Electoral College in the 
entire constituency was un-
democratically hijacked by 
an individual contrary to 
the Party’s guidelines which 
specifically grants such pow-
ers to Party members in the 
Constituency. A subsisting 
report from the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) proves that the 
Ward Congress to produce 
the delegates never held”.

“The National Secretary, 
Senator Samuel Anyanwu, 
simply assumed the role of  
the entire electorate and pro-
duced his list which he kept 
close to his chest, contrary 
to the guidelines, which pro-
vides that such a list must be 
published seven days to the 
Primary Election.”For the 
fear that even his doctored 
list of  delegates may be per-
suaded by their conscience to 
vote as otherwise directed, all 
“delegates“ were sequestered 
in an unknown location and 
contestants were denied ac-
cess to them as their phones 
were confiscated from them. 

“It is very obvious there-

saddled with the duty to 
“galvanize support for APC 
especially for our Governor 
and candidates, as well as 
look into the matter affect-
ing our women from the 
wards, local governments 
and polling units with a 
view to assisting them by 
way of  empowerment. 

The essence is to also en-
sure that Imo women have 
a voice to achieve their 
percentage in appointive 
and elective positions. Be-
cause when you work you 
have to enjoy the benefit of  
the hard work. When we 
support APC candidates, 
elections won, we will be 
remembered when goodies 
come”.

Inaugurating the group 
earlier, APC Women Lead-
er, Hon. Nneoma Ifeoma, 
charged the women to dis-
charge their assigned duties 
of  coordinating the women 
from the state, local govern-
ments, down to the polling 
units creditably to know 
more about politics and 
how effective to participate 

in government.
According to Ndukwu, 

the group is “charged to 
bring the women together 
to solve their problems be-
cause sometimes, women 
are being marginalized be-
cause they are not togeth-
er. There are many women 
in government performing 
well and our Governor is 
caring about women and 
we advise women to always 
come out en masse to do 
politics, bring their voices 
together, so that they will 
not be divided while shun-
ning political acrimony to 
move the state forward”.

Vowing never to fail in 
their assigned responsibil-
ities of  galvanizing wom-
en at the respective LGAs, 
Ward’s and Polling Units, 
Coordinator for Ohaji/
Egbema LGA, Mrs. Amae-
chi Cynthia, promised that 
they “will always adhere 
to the instructions given to 
us by our leaders in order 
for us to achieve our objec-
tives”.

fore that any outcome from 
such a manipulated process 
can only be predetermined 
to suit the overbloated ego 
of  its puppeteer. It is there-
fore an illegitimate process 
whose conduct should never 
be validated by my contin-
ued participation in it”.  

The lawmaker informed 
the good members of  the 
PDP in Mbaitoli/Ikeduru 
Federal Constituency that 
he has withdrawn from this 
illegal process in protest 
against the skewed process 
which was designed ab initio 
to prevent me from consoli-
dating on the visible gains I 
have attracted to the Constit-
uency in the last seven years. 
We shall continue to explore 
all legitimate  means to re -
verse this travesty of  justice 
and ensure that the will of  
the people prevails, adding 
that he remains resolute in 
projecting the interests of  
Mbaike and urged the good 
people of  the Constituency 
not to despair, but remain 
hopeful that this ill wind 
shall blow away. 

Hear him, “We have la-
boured against heavy odds 
to make our Constituency 
the envy of  others in Imo 
State and the entire country. 
These giant strides should 
not be undone by the venge-
ful conduct of  an individual 
who remains disconnected 
from the people. This ugly 
charade must not be allowed 
to stand”.

Disconnection of  neighbours: Geometric power 
warns Aba residents
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

G
eometric Power (GP), 
owners of  the Aba 
Power Limited Elec-

tricity Company (APLE) has 
warned residents against dis-
connecting their neighbours, 
on behalf  of  the company for 
whatever reasons. APLE ar-
gued that no one was author-
ised to do so on behalf  of  the 
company that newly acquired 
and took over the Aba Ring 
fence from the Enugu Elec-
tricity Distribution Company 
(EEDC).

The Managing Director, 
APLE, Mr Patrick Umeh, 
disclosed this in an interview 
with newsmen in Aba follow-
ing some complaints arising 
from such situations. Umeh 
was speaking specifically 
against the backdrop of  an in-
cident that occurred between 
one Mr Chucks Nwachukwu 
and the landlords of  Silent 
Spring Estate, in Osisioma. 
Umeh noted that APLE did 
not ask anyone to disconnect 
Nwachukwu on its behalf, 
but however said that the res-

idents of  the estate had an is-
sue with Nwachukwu, in con-
nection with the power supply, 
which informed their decision 
to get him disconnected. He 
stated that the men, allegedly 
involved in the case, had been 
warned to henceforth, desist 
from taking laws into their 
hands, for whatever reason. 
“The residents disconnected 
Nwachukwu because of  an 
issue they were having and 
we told them that such action 
was wrong. We told them 
not to do it to any other per-
son. “They have been warned 
not to do it. In fact, that mat-
ter has been reported to the 
Police right now,” he said. 
Umeh, however, added that 
APLE, having found out that 
Nwachukwu was owing some 
supply bill arrears, would not 
reconnect him, until he paid 
the debt, owed the company. 
On his part, Nwachukwu told 
our correspondent that his 
trouble with the landlords of  
his estate began when a trans-
former supplying the estate 
broke down a few years ago 
and the power company did 

nothing to restore their supply.
 He said that the estate res-

idents made several efforts, 
which some persons alleg-
edly used in defrauding the 
residents and at the end of  
the day, the plan to reconnect 
the estate failed. According 
to him, later, some of  the 
landlords decided to task all 
the landlords in the estate to 
pay about N3 million, to the 
owner of  one of  the private 
transformers in the estate, for 
connection. He explained 
that he refused to pay the said 
amount because it was illegal 
and that led to the decision 
by the landlords to disconnect 
him from the power supply.

Nwachukwu noted that 
he then reported the devel-
opment to the APLE, which 
eventually led to the resolu-
tion of  the issue and as well 
as reconnected him. He, how-
ever, said that the landlords of  
the estate after a while alleg-
edly went again and discon-
nected his power supply and 
threatened to harm him and 
his family, which made him 
report the matter to the police. 



Anambra medicine dealers reject proposed 
Oba relocation site, settle for Oze, Ogbunike

News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Anambra State 
House of  Assembly 
primary elections of  

the All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA), held at 
Ogidi, the Headquarters of  
Idemili North Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state, 
on Tuesday, was marred by 
delay and violence. Accord-
ing to six aspirants who ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction 
over the conduct in a protest 
held at the party state head-
quarters, Awka, on Tuesday 
evening, called for the can-
cellation of  the process in the 
area.

The aspirants threaten 
that if  the party leadership 
failed to conduct a fresh ex-
ercise for the sake of  equity 
and fairness, they will work 
against the party during the 
election proper in the area. 
Recall that Idemili North 
Council Area was recently 
attacked by gunmen, where 
the Magistrate section of  the 
council headquarters and 
Enugu Electricity Develop-
ment Company (EEDC), of-
fice, were set ablaze.

Addressing Journalists 
shortly after the protest, 
the spokesperson of  the ag-
grieved aspirants, Hon. John 
Ezeude, said the exercise was 
completely sabotaged in fa-
vour of  the serving Lawmak-
er, Hon. Ifeanyi Chiekwu, 
who is seeking for second 
term reelection bid.

Ezeude alleged that the 
returning Officer was dou-
ble-crossed by Hon. Ifeanyi 
Chiekwu, forcefully and his 
gang on his way to Ogidi, 
the designated centre for the 
primaries. Chiekwu and his 
gang, diverted the election 
materials and the Returning 
Officer into their own vehi-
cle and zoomed off  to his 
house at Umorji community 
under the council area, were 
he force the returning officer 
to write the result in his fa-
vour. We, the aspirants and 
delegates who saw what was 
happening followed them 
immediately.

At first they drove as if  they 
were headed for Ogidi, only 
to make a sharp diversion to 
Umuoji, in abduction mo-
tion.

We and the delegates fol-
lowed them in hot pursuit. 
Mr. Chiekwu, now turned 
his vehicle and rammed into 
the vehicle with which they 
were being pursued, that he 
almost killed one of  the per-
sons in the front seat, who is 
also an aspirant from Obosi 
community, Mr. Obinna Ig-
boelisi.

As we speak, Hon. Chiek-
wu and his cohorts are 
thumb printing and writing 
results somewhere in Umu-
oji town.

I make bold to say that the 
process have been sabotaged 
and must be discontinued 
with immediate effect.

So, we are here in the state 
Headquarters of  our great 

The Agrieved APGA aspirants in a protest at the party Secretariat Awka, on Tuesday.

party (APGA), to tell the 
party leadership for the sake 
of  equity, fairness, peace and 
unity, cancel the process and 
fixed a new day for us.

We call on the state 
governor, Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo, the National Chair-
man of  the party, Dr. Victor 
Oye, the state party Chair-
man, Chief  Nobert Obi and 
other concern party men/
women to urgently intervene 
to safe the party in the area.

Other aggrieved aspir-
ants include; Chief  Emeka 

Mbagha, Engr. Mike Chuk-
wuma, Mr. Obinna Igboelisi, 
Mrs. Frascisca Nwame and 
Mr. Syvester Agbapu.

Reacting to the call for the 
cancellation of  the exercise, 
Hon. Ifeanyi Chiekwu, de-
nied all the allegations level 
against him, saying the six 
co-contesting aspirants were 
protesting because they no-
tice that they have failed.

“You all know as the fourth 
estate of  the realm, that, pro-
test is allowed in any demo-
cratic government, but I can 
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tell you that the primary elec-
tion went on smoothly. I nei-
ther double-crossed the Re-
turning Officer nor hijacked 
the election materials to my 
house for thumb printing as 
they claimed. The election 
was conducted in a peaceful 
manner. The delegates voted 
for me wholeheartedly.  Secu-
rity agencies like the Police, 
Army, DSS and the INEC 
officers were present in line 
with the party Constitution 
and the result has been sub-
mitted to the state Secretariat 

Awka, waiting for possible 
announcement. I appeal to 
them to accept the defeat and 
wait for the next electoral 
season. Four years is like four 
month now. They should 
wait and allow peace to reign 
in Idemili North Council 
Area, please, he stressed.

The State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, DSP Tochuk-
wu Ikenga, in a telephone 
interview with our reporter, 
promised to find out and get 
back to us, if  there was any 
violence of  such in the area.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

O
ver 5000 traders and 
medicine dealers at 
the Ogbogwu In-

ternational Market, Bridge 
Head, Onitsha have rejected 
plans by some traders in the 
market to push them to Oba 
community in its proposed 
relocation plans as directed 
by the federal government.

The traders are instead 
rooting for Oze, Nkwele 
Ezunaka/Azu Ogbunike in 
Oyi local government area 
of  the state as the most suita-
ble site for the proposed Co-
ordinated Wholesale Centre 
(CWC).

The stakeholders, trad-
ers and Board of  Trustees 
in the Ogboogwu Interna-
tional Market, Bridge Head 
Onitsha, under the auspices 
of  Exclusive International 
Pharmaceutical Center Ni-
geria Limited, Bridgehead 
Onitsha have written to the 
Anambra State Governor, 
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo cit-
ing several reasons why Oze 

Nkwele Ezunaka should be 
the most ideal place for the 
proposed relocation instead 
of  Oba which some people 
with ulterior motives have 
been projecting.

Signed by their legal rep-
resentative, Anugu Offor 
Esq, the group yesterday 
disclosed that the Oba cen-
tre has been riddled with so 
many encumbrances rang-
ing from litigation, own-
ership claims and counter 
claims, financial indebt-
edness and environmental 
challenges which they said 
the promoters of  the Oba 
centre carefully concealed 
and suppressed lots of  mate-
rial facts from the benefiting 
public.

The group who backed 
their claims with docu-
mented facts disclosed to 
Governor Soludo that the 
state government had ear-
lier given approval for the 
Oze Nkwele Ezunaka/Azu 
Ogbunike centre as the most 
ideal having been found free 
of  any encumbrances with 
the size and topography of  

the place as added advantag-
es.

 “The promoters of  the 
Oba centre suppressed the 
fact that there is serious 
dispute over the Oba land 
bordering on claims by the 
original indigenous commu-
nities of  Obaover unlawful 
expropriation of  the land 
by the Government with-
outcompensation; and the 
subsequent grant of  lease of  
the said land by the Anam-
bra State Government to a 
private developer, which led 
to litigation between owners 
of  the Oba land as the plain-
tiffs, the Government of  An-
ambra State: and the private 
developer as defendants.”

Disclosing that work has 
commenced at the Oze Og-
bunike site within a short 
space of  receiving govern-
ment approval, they noted 
that there is no evidence of  
any visible construction or 
physical development of  
any kind on the said Oba 
land since 2016 when the 
decision was made by the 
past regime of  the Mar-
ket while majority of  the 
Ogbogwu traders opposed 
to the choice of  Oba have 

staged several protests  pro-
test marches and letters to 
the Registrar, Pharmacist 
Council of  Nigeria and sev-
eral marketauthorities and 
office of  the Anambra state 
Commissioner for trade, 
commence, market and 
wealth creation.

It would be recalled that 
following the policy of  the 
Federal Government to en-
sure a healthy environment 
for sales and distribution 
of  drugs and pharmaceu-
tical products and to close 
all open markets for sale 
and distribution of  drugs 
in Nigeria, the Pharmacists 
Council of  Nigeria proposed 
the establishment of  a Coor-
dinated Wholesale Center 
(CWC) for sales and distri-
bution of  drug materials in 
Nigeria.

Following the said pro-
posal, it became necessary 
to relocate the over 5,500 
drug/medicine dealers car-
rying on trade presently at 
the Ogbogwu International 
Market, Onitsha, to a new 
healthy and conducive site 
for the business in line with 
the government’s policy.

2023: Protest mars APGA primary in Anambra

Why I left APC, by 
Alex Otti
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer Managing Di-
rector of  defunct Dia-
mond Bank, Dr Alex 

Otti has explained his rea-
sons for withdrawing from 
the governorship primary 
election of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC). This is 
even as he hinted of  a defec-
tion to another political par-
ty to realise his ambition of  
repositioning Abia State.

Otti, in a release by his 
Chief  Media Officer, Mr 
Ferdinand Ekeoma made 
available to newsmen, al-
leged that there was a strange 
“sharing formula “ intro-
duced in Abia APC which 
according to him, would 
did not allow a level playing 
ground for about ninety per-
cent of  the party’s aspirants.

Otti argued that the said 
strange sharing formula, if  
allowed to stand would not 
allow the emergence of  pre-
pared and competent candi-
dates in during the primary 
elections, hence his decision 
to withdraw.

Otti however assured that 

despite his withdrawal from 
the primary polls, he was 
still in the guber race, prom-
ising to seek the mandates of  
Abians through another plat-
form which would soon be 
made known to his support-
ers and the general electorate 
in Abia.

A source within the camp 
of  the former bank chief  ex-
ecutive told News Echo that 
Otti may join Labour Party 
(LP) to contest Abia guber, 
for the third consecutive 
time.

When contacted on phone, 
the chief  media officer to Dr 
Otti, Mr Ferdinand Ekeoma 
confirmed the reports of  his 
principal’s withdrawal from 
APC exercise and also con-
firmed his impending move-
ment to another political 
party.

 “Yes my brother. What 
you read and what you 
heard are true”, Ekeoma 
told News Echo.

Otti was the guber can-
didate of  All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
in 2015 and 2019 where he 
came second and third re-
spectfully.

..Seek Soludo’s intervention
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Editorial

 law enforcement agent can resort 

Ato the use of force where and when 
necessary to effect an arrest or 

c o n d u c t  a  s e a r c h  o n  a  s u s p e c t 
( p a r a p h r a s e d ) ~  S. 1 4 9 ( 2 )  o f  t h e 
Administration of the Criminal Justice 
Act, 2015”.

Operatives of  the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
teamed up with the Nigerian police force 
to storm the Abuja residence of the past 
Imo state governor and the current senator 
representing Imo West senatorial district 
to effect an arrest on him.

The manner, in which the joint 
operatives of the EFCC and the NPF laid 
siege in his house, attacked and broke 
down the door of the federal lawmaker for 
the purpose of arresting him have raised 
debates and people arguing on the legality 
or illegality of that style of the arrest.

Everybody's question is whether the 
EFCC has the right to lay siege and break 
into the home of anybody, at any time of 
the day for the purpose of arresting a 
suspect?

The reason why this Gestapo style of 
arrest applied by the EFCC in arresting the 
presidential hopeful is disturbing to all and 
sundry is because of the status of the 
suspect in the society; a past governor and 
a serving federal lawmaker; if this forceful 
manner can be applied in effecting an 
arrest on a person like Rochas Okorocha 
you never can tell the extent a law 
enforcement agent can go in their use of 
force on the common man on the street.

The subject of debate has been; can the 
EFCC or any other law enforcement 
agency lay a siege and break into any of 
their suspects' homes to effect an arrest; is 
this lawful? Secondly, can the EFCC or 
any other law enforcement agency effect 
an arrest on an individual without a 
warrant properly issued by a court of 
competent jurisdiction?

Addressing these issues, we would 
make recourse to the administration of the 
criminal justice act 2015, christened ACJA 
which is the extant law in this regard.

According to section 149(2) of the 
ACJA; a law enforcement agent is 
permitted to resort to the use of force 
where and when necessary to effect an 
arrest on a suspect or conduct a search on a 
suspect or a suspect's property or home. 
This section of the law simply implies that 
a law enforcement agent is at liberty or 
lawfully permitted to make use of 
whatever force necessary like breaking 
into the house of a suspect to conduct a 
search on the premises or the property or to 
effect an arrest on any person when the 
person is resisting arrest or resisting search 
or the right of ingress or egress of the law 
enforcement agent(s) has been denied or 

restricted.
By the provision of  this law, the 

operatives of the EFCC haven't broken 
any law by forcing their way into the house 
of Rochas Okorocha to arrest him since 
the suspect refused to let them in and has 
been resisting arrest. They have been 
permitted by the law to break down 
whatever obstacle obstructing their way or 
stopping them from carrying out their 
lawful duties.

Secondly, addressing the succeeding 
issue; “whether the EFCC or any other 
law enforcement agency can carry out an 
arrest or search without a warrant”?

It is the law that a warrant must 
properly be issued, duly signed by a judge 
or magistrate of a court of competent 
jurisdiction or a justice of peace bearing 
the right details of the suspect before any 
law enforcement agent can accost any 
person for the purpose of  arrest or 
conducting a search on the property of that 
person. But there are exceptions to this 
law. There are instances when a law 
enforcement agent does not need a warrant 
to enforce an arrest or conduct a search on 
a suspect.

These instances include when a crime 
is committed in the presence of a law 
enforcement agent or the officer of the law 
caught a suspect red-handed committing a 
crime. The law enforcement agent is at 
liberty to immediately arrest the suspect 
without first going through the rigorous 
process of obtaining a warrant. Also, a law 
enforcement agent can arrest a person 
without a warrant when the suspect has 
been evasive or has jumped bail, or when 
the suspect was granted bail but absconded 
or refused to show up when he was needed. 
A judge may also order a law enforcement 
agent to arrest a suspect who is supposed 
to appear before the court but has been 
unnecessarily absent from the court for no 
valid reasons.

In the case of the past Imo governor, 
according to the EFCC, jumped bail and 
has refused to honor their invitations, he 
has been evading court process and refused 
to appear in court so the EFCC had no 
choice but to carry out a forceful arrest on 
him.

In conclusion, while we can all 
condemn this manner of arrest and the 
d i s respec t  mel ted  on  the  federa l 
lawmaker; it is morally wrong but it is 
lawfully justifiable. People of high status 
in society should learn to respect 
themselves and respect the courts and 
honor any invitations from the law 
enforcement agencies. If the past governor 
honored the invitations of the EFCC there 
wouldn't have been any cause for what 
happened.

The illegality or otherwise of
the manner of Okorocha's arrest
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he slain 32-year-old Hausa Tpregnant woman, Fatima 
Jibril, four of  her children 

and others, killed by the gunmen 
terrorising the South East region of  
Nigeria, have been buried at Hausa 
cemetery, Onitsha, Anambra State, 
amidst sorrow and tears.

Mrs. Jibril, an indigene of  
Adamawa S ta te,  was  bur ied 
a longs ide  her  four  beaut i fu l 
children: Fatima, Khadijah, Hadiza 
and Zaituna, aged nine, seven, five 
and two respectively.

She was nine months pregnant. 
The general  secretary Arewa 
community in Anambra state, 
Barrister Mahmud Ibrahim Imam, 
who made the announcement in a 
statement he signed and issued to 
newsmen in Onitsha, on Thursday, 
called for calm.

Barrister Imam, who narrated 
further on how the barbaric act 
happened last Sunday, via the 
statement, said; What happened was 
on Sunday 22 may 2022. We woke 
up peaceful, but later in the day we 
started receiving calls from our 
members from various locations of  
the state that the so-called unknown 
gunmen had launched series of  
attacks on them, which led to the 
deaths of  about 15 persons.

"That of  Orumba Local Govt 
was the most trending which 
involved a pregnant woman; her 
name is Fatima Jibrin with her 4 kids 
were murdered in the middle of  the 
road by the faceless and wicked 
people, called unknown gunmen. 
The entire massacre happened on 
the same day.

We are saying, this is a well-
planned and targeted attack on our 
people only. And point of  emphasis 
is that those killings were not the first 
o f  such at tacks  and ki l l ings 
unleashed on Arewa people in 
Anambra State since after the last 
governorship election that was 
conducted late last year. 

"On 18th of  April 2022 seven 
Arewa were brutally killed by the 
same gunmen at night at Atani in 
Ogbaru Local Government Area of  
Anambra state which we wrote to 
the state government but not even a 
condolence was extended to us by 
the governor or any of  the in the 
state.

We have the video of  their burial 
at our cemetery in Onitsha. We have 
buried all of  them in our cemetery 
here in Onitsha, Anambra state.

"We are mourning and also 
living in a state of  extreme fear in the 
whole of  Anambra state.

“It should be noted that if  not for 
our concerted efforts and serious 
resistance in taking the corpses back 
to the North and they are from 
different states only Almighty Allah 
knows what would befall our Igbo 
brothers residing over there as result 
of  retaliation for the heinous and 

barbaric actions meted on Arewa 
people in the Eastern Nigeria, 
particularly in Anambra state.

Of  all these senseless and 
unprovoked killings of  innocent 
souls in the guise of  unknown 
gunmen it was on record that 
Sunday only, Northerners were 
affected but to our greatest shock 
a n d  a m a z e m e n t  t h e  s t a t e 
government through the press 
secretary of  the state governor, Mr. 
Christian Aburime, released a 
statement which said that the killing 
had nothing to do with ethnic or 
religious connection, on that I 
responded by challenging the 
governor, Chukwuma Soludo, to 
tender any form of  evidence that 
proves otherwise, till this moment 
they are yet to tender anything to 
back up their position. Instead, of  
confirming the statement and 
position on the matter they later 
issued another press release at night 
condemning the killings which they 
earlier refused to acknowledge.

What type of  country are we 
living in?

Arewa  peop le  a re  h igh ly 
discouraged and disappointed, 
residing in Anambra state.

We are peace loving people and 
we have been living peacefully with 
our host community for centuries in 
the state.

We are calling on both state and 
the Federal government to intervene 
just to bring to an end the killings 
going on in the South East , 
particularly Anambra State.

I am revealing all these things 
because I am on ground, saw 
everything that happened we have 
videos and pictures as evidence. I am 
equa l ly  ca l l ing  on  the  s ta te 
government to intensify their efforts 
in collaborating with all the security 
agencies and critical stakeholders in 
the state to avert further killings of  
settlers, Northerners and every 

human resident in the state.
Peace, unity, harmony and 

mutual respect is the only solution to 
this unrest.

Soludo, is the Governor for all 
people in Anambra state because we 
all voted for him therefore we should 
be treated equally regardless of  
ethnicity or religion affiliations, the 
statement concluded.

News Echo gathered that there 
have been a lot of  condemnation to 
that  e f fec t ,  par t icu lar ly,  the 
gruesome murder of  the pregnant 
woman and her four children at 
Isolo, in Orumba North Local 
Government Area, among them are; 
the Vice President of  Nigeria, Prof. 
Yemi Osinbanjo, a Lagos lawyer, 
Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa, Christian 
Association of  Nigeria (CAN) and 
Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF), 
calling for the immediate arrest and 
prosecution of  their killers.

The State Governor,  Prof  
Chukwuma Soludo, has pledged 
justice for the slain pregnant Fatima 
and her four children, vowing that 
no stone would be left unturned in 
fishing out and dealing with their 
assailants.

Soludo has, without mincing 
words, described the May 20, 2022, 
killing of  pregnant Fatima and her 
four children by unidentified 
a s s a i l a n t s  a s  “ b a r b a r i c  a n d 
unacceptable”.

In  a  s ta tement  s igned by 
Christian Aburime, his Press 
Secretary, the governor vowed to fish 
out the perpetrators and ensure they 
are dealt with according to law.

Soludo's pledge resonated in the 
observation by Lagos lawyer, Ebun-
Olu Adegboruwa who described the 
killing as an insensate act of  
terrorism.

Adegboruwa noted that the 
concept of  national unity will be a 
mirage if  citizens cannot be safe in 
any location they find themselves.

Noting that  the ki l l ing is 
unacceptable, the Senior Advocate 
of  Nigeria said, “Lady Fatima, an 
indigene of  Adamawa state by birth, 
was gunned down by “unknown 
gunmen” with four innocent 
children were also mowed down in 
this insensate act of  terrorism, 
recklessly perpetrated without any 
justification whatsoever.

“No reason has been given and 
none could have been proffered for 
this criminal act of  brutality, 
extended even to toddlers. There 
should be no hiding place for the 
barbarians; so Governor Charles 
Soludo owes the nation the sacred 
duty to do all in his powers to fish out 
those who killed Lady Fatima and 
her children, in their prime”.

Soludo said that all law-abiding 
Nigerians, irrespective of  tribe or 
religion, were entitled to reside and 
or do business in any part of  the 
country, including the Southeast and 
in  Anambra without  fear  of  
unlawful harassment, molestation 
or attack of  any kind, under any 
guise by anyone or group.

He said “no group or Nigerian is 
justified to harass, attack or kill any 
citizen of  Nigeria or anyone resident 
i n  N i ge r i a  u n d e r  a n y  g u i s e 
whatsoever  un less  in  lawfu l 
execution of  a court sentence.

“Perpetrators of  these heinous 
atrocities and their sponsors are 
testing the resolve of  the government 
and people of  Anambra state, but I 
assure you that efforts are underway 
to fish out and bring to justice 
whoever is behind the criminal 
activities.

“All Nigerians living or doing 
business in Anambra state are 
assured, of  the resolve of  the State 
government to ensure adequate 
protection of  their  l ives and 
properties at all times,” he stated.

The Government of  Anambra 
state has condoled with Mr. Jubril 

Ahmed, the husband of  late Hariria 
Jubril who was killed alongside her 
four children.

News Echo learnt that Governor 
S o l u d o  i n  c o m p a n y  o f  t h e 
Commissioner for Information, Mr. 
Paul Nwosu, his Women and Social 
Development counterpart, Mrs. Ify 
Obinabo, Press Secretary to the 
Governor, Mr Christian Aburime, 
among others met with him at the 
Cattle market, Amansea, in Awka 
North Local Government Area of  
the State.

T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commissioner, who conveyed the 
condolence message from the 
governor and Ndi Anambra to the 
family of  the departed, explained 
that it was not a targeted attack on a 
particular tribe or religion in 
Nigeria.

Mr Nwosu expressed shock how 
people could be killed in cold blood, 
noted that the Governor would have 
attended but for urgent security 
concerns he is attending to, stressing 
that ndi Igbo and other tribes have 
lived together for so long in peace 
and harmony, urging them to go 
about their lawful businesses.

E m o t i o n a l l y  l a d e n 
Commissioner Obinabo stated that 
Anambra  people  a re  la rge ly 
travellers who are receptive of  
people from other tribes, appealing 
to the gunmen to have a rethink for 
the sake of  their unborn generation 
and stop killing their fellow human 
beings.

Leader of  Miyetti Allah in the 
South East, Allahaji Gidado Sidikki, 
who described the incident as 
horrible, thanked the governor for 
sending the delegation, explaining 
that they have lost many people, 
stressing that many of  their people 
are already travelling back to the 
North, as a result of  the incessant 
killing of  their members across the 
South East region, occasion by the 
gunmen.

While pledging their readiness 
to continue working with the 
government to enthrone peace in the 
state, Mallam Gidado noted that 
their people living and doing 
business in Anambra are aware that 
they are not the target, recalling the 
incident of  lawmaker who was also 
killed in a gruesome manner.

The deceased's husband, Alhaji 
Jubril lacked words to express 
himself, though the Sarkin Chamber 
of  Anambra State, Usman Farang 
prayed that violence should stop.

Chairman, Amansea Cattle 
market, Alhaji Bello Maigari, 
younger sister to the late Harira, 
Suweiba Musa, as well as the Hausa 
Community in Amansea, was 
present during the visit.

Alhaji Jubril works as a security 
guard in Anambra State.

Before her death, Fatima Jibril 
was aged 32, while her four children: 
Fatima, Khadijah, Hadiza and 
Zaituna, were aged nine, seven, five 
and two respectively.

Gunmen attacks: slain 32-yr-old pregnant
mother, four of her kids, others buried in
Hausa cementary, Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Husband of the slain woman (middle)



Peter Obi's next move?
Permutations begin, NNPP, APGA, LP, SDP mooted 

We had raised more than N2.5 billion to settle delegates – Prophet
Defection a chance for Nigerians to unite under another party – Mr Macaroni
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he abrupt departure of  TMr. Peter Obi from the 
2023 presidential run 

under the platform of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, has 
shocked Prophet Godfrey Gbujie 
of  the Ministerial Leader of  the 
World Zionist Union in the 
South-East.

On May 18,  2022,  the 
famous prophet announced that 
God had revealed to him that the 
former presidential candidate 
will be given the PDP ticket to 
run for president in 2023.

Obi, on the other hand, 
announced his departure from 
the main opposition party and 
withdrawal from the presidential 
contest on Wednesday.

The Prophet expressed his 
surprise at the news on Thursday 
disclosing that he was astonished 
when he heard it.

He said that the former 
contender did not consult widely 
before submitting his resignation 
letter, claiming that God had 
a l r e a d y  a p p r o v e d  O b i ' s 
candidacy.

He said, “I must say that I am 
s h o c k e d  b y  t h e  s u d d e n 
withdrawal of  Peter Obi from the 
PDP, his action could be likened 
to that of  King Saul of  Israel in 
the Bible shortly after he was 
made king.

“Obi did not consult many 
stakeholders within and outside 
the PDP before he threw in the 
towel in a venture God had 
already endorsed him.

 “I do know that a group 
b a c k i n g  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
aspiration on the platform of  the 
PDP as of  early Wednesday had 
raised more than N2.5 billion 
and other meetings were selected 
for Wednesday evening and on 
Thursday before a sudden news 
of  his withdrawal came”. Peter 
Obi, the former governor of  
Anambra State and a presidential 
candidate, will unveil his new 
political party in the next 24 
hours.

Senator Iyorchia Ayu, the 
National Chairman of  the 
Peoples  Democrat ic  Par ty 
(PDP), received Obi's resignation 
letter on Wednesday.

After failing to get a majority 
of  delegates to his side ahead of  
the PDP special convention to 
determine  i t s  pres ident ia l 
candidate for the 2023 general 
elections, the former Anambra 
governor left the main opposition 
party.

Peter Obi said: “It has been a 
great honour to contribute to 
nation-building efforts through 
our party. Unfortunately, recent 
developments within our party 
make it practically impossible to 
continue par ticipating and 
making  such  cons t r uc t ive 
contributions.

 “Our national challenges are 
deep-seated and require that we 
each make profound sacrifices 
towards reducing our country. 
My commitments to rescuing 
Nigeria remains firm, even if  the 
route differs.”

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  g u r u  i s 
currently looking at several 
political parties to see if  he can 
land a presidential ticket with 
one of  them.

Obi, who is popular among 
young people, is said to be in 
negotiations with the Labour 
Party, the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), and Senator Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso's New Nigeria 
Peoples Party (NNPP).

“We are in talks with Labour 
Party, SDP and a few others. We 

will announce our new party in 
the next 24 hours. It will be a 
party that is also youth-friendly 
since we have discovered that the 
youths form the bulk of  our 
supporters,” said an associate of  
the  fo r m er  gove r nor  to ld 
Newsmen.

It was also learnt that Peter 
Obi is looking to join a coalition 
that could defeat the PDP and the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in next year's election.

“There is a plan for some 
major parties to form a mega 
party although this is coming 
quite late. Discussions are still 
ongoing but Obi is expected to be 
the presidential candidate. 
Kwankwaso is also part of  the 
discussions. Everything will be 
clear by Thursday,” said a 
chieftain of  the PDP.

Mr Macaroni, a Nigerian 
comedian and content producer, 
has suggested that the defection 
of  Peter Obi, a presidential 
contestant from the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), offers a 
chance for the population to 

g a t h e r  a r o u n d 
another party.

Mr Macoroni 
made the statement 
i n  a  t w e e t  i n 
response to  the 
former governor's 
resignation from 
the PDP.

Mr Macaroni 
reacted to the news 
b y  t e l l i n g 
youngsters  that 
they can break the 
narrative that only 
the PDP and APC 
can win elections.

H e  a d v i s e d 
N i g e r i a n 
youngsters  that 
Obi's defection was 
an opportunity to 
un i t e,  and  tha t 
o t h e r  p a r t i e s 
should follow in the 
footsteps of  the 
APC and PDP.

H e  w r o t e ; 
“Alot of  people 
p u s h e d  t h e 
narrative that only 
APC and PDP can 
win Elections even 
when some of  us 
said we can change 
this narrative. We 
w e r e  m o c k e d . 
P e o p l e  k e p t 
praising these 2 
parties. Now we 
want to join the 
other parties that 
we have already 

made less popular.
 “I hope we all realize that we 

can indeed change this narrative 
of  its only PDP and APC and 
take advantage while we can. 
These parties don try. Make 
others sef  come try.. We will be 
mocked but if  truly the people are 
tired, The PEOPLE can change 
this narrative!!

“Finally, the motivation for 
us as the people who wish to rally 
around another party should not 
be because someone left PDP or 
APC. It should be because we are 
tired and because we want better. 
Because if  na by that one, more 
Giants will leave APC and PDP 
soon… I rest my case”

Meanwhile, Adamu Garba, 
a presidential candidate for the 
Young Progressive Party (YPP) 
in 2023, has sparked outrage on 
social media after making a 
remark regarding Peter Obi's 
resignation from the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP.

Obi handed his resignation 
letter to Senator Iyorchia Ayu, 
the PDP's National Chairman, 

on Wednesday, May 25, 2022, 
according to reports.

After failing to win over the 
majority of  delegates to his side 
ahead of  the PDP special 
convention to determine its 
presidential candidate for the 
2023 general elections, the 
former Anambra governor left 
the main opposition party.

H o u r s  a f t e r  O b i ' s 
announcement of  his withdrawal 
from the PDP, Adamu Garba 
who also recently withdraw his 
membership and presidential bid 
from the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC, said the latter, 
followed his footstep in handling 
major political parties.

Garba mentioned this on the 
m i c r o - b l o g g i n g  p l a t f o r m , 
Twitter. The tweet reads: “Peter 
Obi has copied from Adamu 
Garba's template of  handling the 
major political parties. Excellent!

Garba's comment has since 
generated reactions on the bird 
app as citizens aired their 
different opinions.

See some of  the reactions 
below:

“Which template actually. U 
mean running from one party to 
the other or requesting for funds 
from the poor masses?” a Twitter 
u s e r  [ C a t h y  A n g e l  – 
@CathyAn92755118] asked 
Garba.

Replying to the tweep, the 
Presidential  aspirant said: 
“Both”.

Cathy again replied to Garba 
saying: “We are tired of  all this 
nah. We don't need a superman 
as president anymore, we only 
need a working system.”

Another netizen, David 
Harts [@DavidHarts2] “Peter 
Obi has never mentioned you 
before: shows he doesn't know 
s o m e o n e  l i k e  yo u  ex i s t s . 
M ea nwhi l e,  you  knowing 
everything about his movement 
means he's like a god to you.”

Slamming the presidential 
a s p i r a n t ,  o n e  J u  E 
[@Ju_sapphire] wrote: “What a 
comparison. How can u compare 
a  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t  a n d  a 
graduate?? Just because they both 
attended same school doesn't 
make them equals.”

Mocking Garba on how he 
had  begged  fo r  money  to 
purchase presidential form while 
in APC, a Twitter user Hojay 
Omobabalefty [@omobabalefty] 
wrote: “You can never compare 
yourself  to Peter Obi… You that 
did not see money to obtain APC 
nomination form, coming here to 
cook another story”.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Obi



h i s  y e a r  h a s Te x p e r i e n c e d  a n 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

amount of  weddings, but 
that is to be expected with 
Gen Zs and Millenials now 
of  the marriageable age. 
Here  are  the  popular 
wedding party styles; 

1. Corsets 
There is hardly any 

wedding where you won't 
see the bride or guest 
corseted and tied up at the 
back. 

Corsets give stomach 
definition and add fitting 
but not every tailor can pull 
it off, so be careful the tailor 
you ask to make it for you. 

2. Side rose, middle 

pleated and side-twisted 
fan gele 

Many wedding guests 
and brides are moving away 
from the infinite step gele or 
fan gele and going for the 
side rose, middle pleated or 
side-twisted fan style. 

Some are even turning 
their geles to hats and 
hairbands. 

3. Cut-out styles 
Tailors and designers 

are favouring cut-outs to 
make dresses. 

T h e y  s t a r t  w i t h  a 
underlay and sew cut-outs 
of  fabrics or stones into the 
dress. This enables the 
designer to use stones, lace, 
fabrics to create different 

designs on the dress. 
4. The train 
Whether you are the 

bride or an aso-ebi lady, the 
trendy look now is to have a 
long flowing train behind 
you. 

5. Structured sleeves 
More and more we are 

seeing celebrities have one 
or two spiral stiff  sleeves, it 
makes the outf i t  look 
architectural. 

2022 is turning out to 
be an interesting year with 
many weddings happening 
and more to come. We are 
going to be on the lookout 
for the trendy styles. 
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hief  Michael Adekunle 

CAjasin sat his sartorial 
self  at the front pew of  

our St Andrews Cathedral 
Church in Owo, ten years after 
his exit as first civilian governor 
of  my state. Again, he had on 
him his signature white cotton 
agbada. There subsists true or 
fabled stories of  how he left the 
Alagbaka government house, 
Akure, in 1983, with the same 
set or numbers of  clothes he 
came with in 1979. However, 
the one l saw on him that 
Sunday must have left his tailor's 
factory at least a decade before. l 
didn't need to be told the ex 
governor was not a rich man. He 
wasn't poor neither. But he died 
a contented man in 1997.

Contentment is the grace to 
stand up from the dining table 
and look away from the food 
tray when your belly is full. But 
the Nigerian  public official, 
although filled and belching 
with excess, would still hide 
stolen meat within the corners 
of  his mouth at a dinner, stuff  
fried rice into his socks, and try 
to shuffle moin-moin into his 
shoes. Madness you say. But 
who else would steal 80 billion 
Naira except a mad fellow. 

I am no longer numbed at the 
numbers stolen in Nigeria, but I 
am terribly saddened by the 
titles of  the armed robbers. 
Kemebradikumo Pondei, that 
d r a m a t i c  N D D C  a c t i n g 
managing director that fainted 
in court was a professor of  
medicine. A man trained to 
build, repair and even possibly 
manufacture life. Yet, he too got 
to table, and scooped jollof  rice 
into his boxers. 

Do you know who Diezani 
Alison-Madueke was? No you 
don't. When ladies her age were 
wishing and praying to be 
admitted to Shell Petroleum as 
typists or tea girls, she was 
already on the board of  the 
company as  an execut ive 
director. God gave her the bigger 
privilege of  marrying Allison 
Madueke, a naval officer and 
former military governor of  two 
states.  She was a trained 
architect who transformed to  
become Nigeria's first female 
petroleum minister. Yet, despite 
these privileges, Diezani stole 
our barbequed fish and roasted 
yams, and hid them in her bra. 
Like a mad woman.

Y o u  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t 
Jamb/NECO ex registrar, Dibu 
Ojerinde, that professor, the one 
that stole almost a billion. Just 
go through his CV, he had been 
eating from one educational 
agency to another nonstop since 
the military era. But at almost 
70, a grandpa, he comes from 

detention facility and goes to 
court to defend him for stealing 
monies he would never need. At 
70, a man is nearer my God to 
thee..., but in Nigeria, a 74 year 
old minister would steal to buy a 
plot of  land to build a new 
mansion. His sepulchre of  
course.

 Our leaders make you puke 
a t  y o u r  c r e d e n t i a l s  a n d 
certificates. lf  medical doctors, 
senior advocate of  Nigeria, 
doctors of  philosophy, and 
professors would be this bestial 
and mad, you wonder to what 
purpose is our education. They 
say people steal government 
funds because they fear to fall 
into the poverty trap. But how 
do you explain a Uzor Kalu, 
Rochas Okorocha who rode on 
private billions before politics 
and still stole the community 
goats and chickens. Or Lucky 
Igbinedion, former governor of  
Edo state, who had a golden 
spoon in  his  mouth,  and 
nevertheless seized the feeding 
bottles of  milk from the mouths 
of  Edo babies.

A billion has nine zeros. 
With �80 billion you can build a 
b r a n d  n e w  t o w n ,  l o c a l 
government area, of  15, 000 low 
cost housing units complete 
with roads, schools, hospitals. 
�80b billion would build a new 
ten - faculty university,  that can 
a c c o m m o d a t e  2 0 , 0 0 0 
undergraduates and graduate 
students. But an accountant 
allegedly stole such staggering 
sum. A fellow of  ICAN. A 
distinguished member of  a 
privileged elite group. Who else 
s h o u l d  k n o w  t h e  c o s t 
implication of  fraud better than 
a chartered accountant?

See, the almajirai, area boys, 
mc oluomo, and their likes are 
not the main threat to this 
beautiful country. The elite are. 
The directors,  permanent 
secretary, vice chancellors, ceo, 
solicitor generals, senators, 
governors are the ones bleeding 
us. Not bandits, boko haram, or 
ipob. The elite are the ones 
bombing and destroying the 
social architecture of  our nation 
with their unbridled hedonism. 

They think the stolen billions 
would enamour them to the 
dangers ahead. "But stolen 
melons are the sweetest...they 
don't know the former guests are 
now citizens of  hell". Everyone 
is victim. 

Having broken the social 
ligaments that hold our nation 
together, by stealing monies 
meant for education, healthcare 
and infrastructure, the elite have 
rendered Nigeria a classless 
nation. Billionaires are now 
stolen, emirs are kidnapped, and 
attempts had been made in 
recent past to abduct a serving 
governor. The the elite had 
sowed wild thorns, the harvest is 
fully here. Politicians steal in 
Japan, and senators thief  in 
America. A $50,000 bribe. A 
g o l d e n  w a t c h .  O r  a 
misappropriated flight ticket or 
inflated hotel bills. But in 
Nigeria, our leaders don't 
embezzle, they haul. Why? 
Because they are mad. 

Our political elite, despite 
their jejune certificates, lack the 
intellectual capacity to solve our 

economic problems, and worse, 
they lack the contemplation of  
the right philosophy of  public 
service, They aren't kingly, 
neither are they philosophic. 
But leaders are made to live for 
God, and their existence is for 
society's sake. We are to use our 
gifts, spend our grace, and 
deploy our earthly term and 
years, to serve community, 
society, country and mankind. 
No man living personally needs 
a billion. What for? Dangote, 
Buhari,  Otedola, Elumelu 
cannot  spend fifteen thousand 
naira daily on Nigerian foods or 
meals. If  they do, they would die 
sooner than their time. You 
would too. Because, God didn't 
create us to be excessive. Every 
extra gift, talent, grace, money 
and wealth we have, is not 
totally for us. But for society and 
state. We are to give, give and 
give, for state, humanity and 
posterity. Although nature and 
law permit an optimal material 
rewards and compensation for 
our efforts. That is why the 
A c c o u n t a n t  G e n e r a l  o f  
Federation, Governor, Senator 
is well renumerated above 
others, so he won't run mad and 
go about stealing. 

But all is not sad. Like Chief  
Micheal Adekunle Ajasin, there 
are a few saints in this city of  sin. 
There are good examples 
despite the rot. Oby Ezekwesili 
was former minister of  solid 
minerals, and education. I have 
sat across her a few times. She 
does not have the look nor the 
body scent of  a thief. Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala handled our 
billions of  dollars at the time 
Nigeria was awash with much. 
Her hands are not hypo clean. 
But she didn't haul our billions 
into her truck. If  she had, no one 
would call her higher into WTO. 
Therefore, in this city, not all are 
crazy.

Friday 27 - Saturday 28 May, 2022  Page 8
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See, the almajirai, area boys, mc oluomo, and their 
likes are not the main threat to this beautiful country. 
The elite are. The directors, permanent secretary, vice 
chancellors, ceo, solicitor generals, senators, governors 
are the ones bleeding us. Not bandits, boko haram, or 

ipob. The elite are the ones bombing and destroying the 
social architecture of  our nation with their unbridled 

hedonism. They think the stolen billions would 
enamour them to the dangers ahead. "But stolen 

melons are the sweetest...they don't know the former 
guests are now citizens of  hell". Everyone is victim. 

“

Buhari Ajasin

By Stanley Alieke



Ugandan honey on high demand in Dubai - UIA
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Taliban Morality Police tighten grip
on Afghan women
A

s Abdullah Obeid and 
his team boarded a bus 
in central Kabul, female 
passengers lowered their 

gaze and hurriedly adjusted head-
scarves to cover their faces. Obeid, 
a member of  the Taliban’s morality 
police, was leading a patrol to en-
force a recent ruling requiring Af-
ghan women to fully cover in public.

“These people are fine,” he told 
the driver as he stepped down onto 
the street. “But if  any other woman 
is not wearing the proper hijab, don’t 
allow her on!” he barked, waving 
the bus away.

Under orders from the Minis-
try for the Prevention of  Vice and 
Promotion of  Virtue, Obeid has 
increased patrols since the decree 
earlier this month forcing all Af-
ghan women to cover from head to 
toe, including their faces. But he de-
scribed his mandate as much wider 
than dress code enforcement.

“The people of  Kabul are full 
of  all kinds of  corruption after the 
last 20 years, so now it is up to us to 
cleanse everyone,” he said.

More than nine months into Tal-
iban rule, the Ministry of  Vice and 
Virtue is expanding its reach into all 
aspects of  Afghan society. Women 
have been the targets of  the minis-
try’s new laws, but on patrol, its em-
ployees enforce gender segregation, 
address allegations of  bribery and 
demand that men pray regularly.

“At the beginning, we had hope 
the Taliban would be softer, but 
now the only safe place for me is 
my home,” said Negina Lali, 22, a 
university student who was recently 
barred from attending class because 
she wasn’t dressed entirely in black.

Lali has put her colorful scarves 
away, but even when she follows the 
Taliban’s new dress code, her par-
ents worry about her going out.

“My mother remembers the pre-
vious Taliban government, so she is 
very afraid for me. More and more, 
she tells me stories from that time,” 
she said.

When the Taliban controlled Af-
ghanistan in the 1990s, the Ministry 
of  Vice and Virtue was one of  its 
most feared institutions.

As a young woman, Lali’s mother 
said she was beaten in the street by 
the ministry’s enforcers because she 
forgot to wear socks. Another time, 
she was whipped in front of  her 
young children when the scarf  cov-
ering her head and face was blown 
off  by a gust of  wind.

“All this is to erase women,” Lali 
said. “They don’t want to see us out-
side at all. I only expect the situation 
to get worse.”

Days after the ruling requiring 
women to cover in public, the Minis-
try of  Vice and Virtue issued anoth-
er edict mandating that women on 
television also cover their faces.

Television news outlets in Ka-

The Washington Post Taliban Morality Police tighten their grip on Afghan women.

South Korea test-fires 3 ballistic 
missiles after Biden’s Asria trip

N
orth Korea launched 
three ballistic missiles 
off  its East Coast on 
Wednesday, South Ko-

rean military said, as President Bid-
en wrapped up his first presidential 
trip to Asia.

The missile launch comes just 
four days after Biden and his South 
Korean counterpart held a summit 
meeting in Seoul and agreed to con-
sider expanded military exercises 
to counter North Korea’s nuclear 
threats.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of  
Staff  said the three missiles lifted 
off  from Pyongyang’s Sunan area, 
where North Korea’s main interna-
tional airport is located. The three 
missiles were fired at around 6 a.m., 
6:37 a.m. and 6:42 a.m.

Wednesday’s launch marks North 
Korea’s 17th known weapons test 
this year, the latest in an unprece-
dented flurry of  tests. Its last known 
weapons test was May 12 when it 

fired three short-range ballistic mis-
siles toward the sea.

The test came just hours after 
North Korea reported its first coro-
navirus outbreak and called it “the 
most serious national emergency.” 
The largely unvaccinated country 
ordered a nationwide lockdown and 
mobilized its army to distribute cov-
id-19 medications.

Related video: U.S. warns of  
possible North Korean nuclear or 
missile test during Biden Asia trip 
(Reuters)

Just 10 days after reporting the 
country’s first outbreak, however, 
North Korean state media shifted 
its tone on the epidemic, boasting a 
progress in its response. During his 
trip to South Korea, Biden, along 
with South Korean President Yoon 
Suk-yeol, expressed the willingness 
to provide coronavirus aid to North 
Korea, but Pyongyang still has not 
responded to the offer.

U.S. and South Korean officials 
assessed that North Korea, despite 
the virus outbreak, could conduct a 
nuclear test or launch a long-range 
missile around the time of  Biden’s 
five-day Asia trip that concluded on 
Tuesday.

Biden told reporters on Sunday 
in South Korea that he is “not con-
cerned” about potential weapons 
test from North Korea. “We are 
prepared for anything North Korea 
does. We’ve thought through how 
we would respond to whatever they 
do,” he said.

Foreign News  

U
ganda’s organic honey is 
currently in high demand in 
Dubai in the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE), with 500,000kg 
needed per day, the Uganda Invest-
ment Authority (UAE) has said. ;

The UIA tipped bee farmers that 
traders in Dubai had asked Uganda 
to supply over 500,000kg of  organic 
honey daily. ;

Honey is also in high demand 
in markets across Europe, United 
States and Asia. ;

Paul Kyalimpa, the UIA deputy 
director said that they were excited 
about the demand but unfortunately 
said Uganda’s production capacity 
cannot satisfy the current market. ;

“Since the Dubai Expo 2020, 
traders in the UAE have been de-
manding Uganda’s honey, which 
is pure and not mixed with any 
preservatives because it is in high 
demand in their market and other 
countries,” he said.

He was last week speaking to bee 
farmers at Kamwokya in Kampala, 
where he said in addition, agents in 
Dubai were looking forward to part-
nering with local organic bee proces-
sors to be able to supply to Europe. ;

“The good news is that the agents 

need all the honey we have in Ugan-
da, and they gave us an option to 
coordinate other organic honey pro-
ducers in the neighbouring countries 
like DR Congo in order to raise the 
required kilograms,” Kyalimpa stat-
ed. ;

He said for any interested proces-
sors, the honey can be sent using 
Uganda Airlines. ;

He said UIA was collaborating 
with local governments to create 
more industrial parks and 30% of  
the land would be allocated to small 
and medium enterprises involved in 
value addition. ;

He encouraged bee producers to 
pick up this offer by processing their 
honey before export. ;

He said UIA was ready to help the 
small enterprises to acquire prod-
uct certification from the Uganda 
National Bureau of  Standards and 
access funding from the Uganda De-
velopment Bank (UDB). ;

He explained that UDB was giv-
ing loans with interests as low as 5%, 
which he said was intended to save 
small enterprises from acquiring 
high-interest loans from moneylend-
ers who often grab their properties. ;

In addition, he said, the govern-

ment was planning to inject more 
funds into commercial banks like 
Post Bank and Pride Microfinance 
that can easily be accessed by small 
enterprises and individuals on the 
ground. ;

Sandra Ajang Elabu from the 
Western Silk Ltd company however 
said bee farmers had a low produc-
tion last year season due to the little 
rains that were received. ;

She said because of  climate 
change effects, there was a persistent 
dry spell experienced in many parts 
of  the country, and crops and plants 
did not produce enough flowers. ;

She appealed to local govern-
ments to sensitize people against 
burning bushes that reduce the nat-
ural vegetation from which bees col-
lect honey. ;

Elabu explained that they were 
working with 1,500 bee farmers and 
asked individuals to form groups 
and pull resources to process their 
honey before selling it. ;

The group, she added, was work-
ing with some groups and was pro-
viding them with hives on loan and 
can pay back with either supply of  
honey. 

bul protested, but during a meeting 
shortly after the announcement, a 
team from the ministry ended the 
debate before it could begin.

“The door is closed,” the team 
said, according to Khpolwak Sapai, 
the director of  ToloNews, Afghani-
stan’s largest independent news net-
work, who was at the meeting. Sa-
pai has been in regular contact with 
the Ministry of  Vice and Virtue for 
months over what he is allowed to 
broadcast.

“At the beginning, it was like we 
were having normal conversations,” 
Sapai said, referring to the first time 
he was called in to discuss a ban on 

female actors in television dramas. 
“But with each order, they have be-
come more and more strict. We used 
to see a path forward, but after this 
last decision, I can’t imagine it any-
more.”

Khatera Ahmadi, a news present-
er at ToloNews, said she had no 
choice but to comply with the ruling. 
On air now, she wears a black scarf  
covering her head and face below the 
eyes.

“I don’t really care about having to 
cover my face, our voice is what mat-
ters most,” the 26-year-old said. “My 
goal is to raise the voices of  millions 
of  Afghan women. But what I am 

worried about is that next they will 
ban us from coming to work com-
pletely.”

Mohammad Sadiq Akif, the 
spokesman for the Ministry of  Vice 
and Virtue, insists that the restric-
tions on the rights and public lives of  
women are for the common good.

“Enforcing hijab is an important 
part of  cleansing a society. When 
women wear the proper hijab, it 
prevents bad behavior in others,” he 
said, claiming that the way Afghan 
women dressed in cities such as 
Kabul before the Taliban takeover 
encouraged sexual harassment from 
men.

South Korean President, Yoon Suk-yeol



News	Echo	  Friday 27 - Saturday 28 May, 2022                                                          Page 10

Politics

Ikonne wins Abia PDP guber ticket,
as 7 aspirants withdraw from race
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer Vice 
Chancellor of Abia 
State University, 

Uturu and alleged 
choice of Governor 
Okezie  Ikpeazu, Prof 
Uche Ikonne has won 
the primary election of 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Abia State.

Ikonne scored 468 votes   
to defeat Chief Lucky 
Igbokwe (Don Lulu) 
who got 45 votes while 
the third contestant, Mrs 
Ezenwanyi Ngozi Jonah 
scored only five votes.

Total number of  ballot 
papers was 700 but only 
554 papers were used.

The primary election 
which was held peacefully, 
was boycotted by major 
contenders like Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, 
Deputy Governor Sir 
Ude Oji Chukwu, Engr 
Enyinnaya Nwafor, Hon 
Samson Orji, Chima 
Anyaso  and Chief  Ncheta 
Omerekpe.

Only three aspirants 
contested the primary, 
namely, Prof  Uche Ikonne, 
Chief  Luck Igbokwe and 
Mrs Ezenwanyi Ngozi 
Jonah.

The primary which was 
held at Umuahia township 

2023: Ugwuanyi, Nnamani 
win PDP senatorial tickets 
in Enugu 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

G
overnor of  Enugu 
State, Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi, has won 

the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP)  ticket to con-
test the 2023 Enugu North 
Senatorial zone election.

Also in the league of  
winners was former Gov-
ernor of  Enugu State Sen-
ator Chimaroke Nnamani 
who won Enugu-East sen-
atorial zone ticket at the 
poll.

Ugwuanyi picked the 
ticket at the primaries of  
the PDP held on Tuesday 
at the Nsukka Township 
Stadium in Nsukka Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

The Returning Officer, 
Yandev Ammabai, an-
nounced that Ugwuanyi 
polled 299 votes to defeat 
his closest rival, Eze God-
win who scored 16 votes 
while GodsMack Ugwu 

and Okanye Celestine re-
corded zero votes.

The primary election, 
which witnessed large 
turnout of  supporters of  
all the aspirants, was con-
ducted on Tuesday after it 
was shifted from Monday 
due to the Mondays’ sit-at-
home in the Southeast.

Senator Nnamani who 
currently represents the 
Enugu East Senatorial 
Zone in the Upper House, 
defeated four others in-
cluding the former Chief  
of  Staff  in Enugu State, 
Mrs Ifeoma Nwobodo.

Nnamani won a land-
slide as he polled all the 
243 votes cast by the del-
egates at the primary elec-
tion held at Agbani.

While Mrs Nwobodo 
was absent from the pri-
mary, another contestant, 
Joshua Mba stepped down 
on the guise that he would 
not contest the election 
with Nnamani who he 
said is the leader of  Nkanu 
land.

Hon. Ezediaro Henry Uzoma �anked by Imo APC Chairman, Hon. Macdonald Ebere, during the vehicles donation at the party 
secretariat Owerri.

stadium was held under 
tight security arrangement.

Declaring the results, the 
Chairman of  the primary 
election committee, Chief  
Ayo Fayose announced 
Ikonne as the winner of  
the the primary, adding 
that the exercise was 
devoid of  violence and 
rancour.

He commended the 
members of  the party 
and the aspirants who 
participated, for exhibiting 
a high level of  good 
behavior throughout the 
primary polls.

In his acceptance 
message, the PDP 
candidate, Ikonne 
expressed his appreciation 
to  God and all his 
supporters and the PDP 
family for finding him 
worthy to fly the party’s 
flag, thanking Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu for his 
leadership roles in PDP 
and Abia.

Ikonne promised 
to repay Abians with 
quality service, youth 
employment etc, if  elected 
the Governor.

Ikonne expressed his 
confidence of  defeating 
candidates of  other parties 
in 2023 polls, and begged 
for the corporation of  all 
Abians to realise his lofty 
vision for Abia State.

APC holds parallel guber primaries in Ebonyi

By David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he All Progressive 
Congress (APC) has 
held parallel gover-

norship primaries in Ebonyi 
State with the factions loyal 
to Governor David Umahi 
and Chief  Elias Mbam, for-
mer chairman of  the Reve-
nue Mobilisation Allocation 
and Fiscal Commission 
(RMAFC) holding separate 
events. Umahi’s group led by 
Governor David Umahi held 
their Primaries at Pa Oruta 
Ngele township stadium, 
Abakaliki where the Speak-
er of  Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly, Francis Nwifuru 
emerged the winner of  the 
election contested by 5 prom-
inent Ebonyians. 

The result was announced 
by the Chairman of  the 
Ebonyi State APC guber-
natorial primary election 
committee, Prof. Emmanuel 
Adebayo. K. And the elec-
tion process was fully moni-
tored by INEC and the mem-
bers of  the press. 

Nwifuru scored a total 
of  743 votes to defeat other 
contestants, Mrs. Rosemary 
Ofoke Nwogbaga: 63, Sen. 
Julius Ucha: 22, Engr. Elias 
Mbam: 10 and Sir. Edward 
Ngweagu: 8. At Mbam’s fac-
tion, Chief  Elias Mbam, was 
declared the winner at the 
election held at his campaign 
office in Abakaliki. Mbam 
polled a total of  741 votes to 
defeat his distant rivals, Mr 
Francis Nwifuru, Speaker of  
the Ebonyi House of  Assem-

bly, who polled seven votes, 
Mrs Rosemary Ofoke who 
polled one vote and Sen. Ju-
lius Ucha got four votes.

Mr Egwu Inya, Returning 
Officer (RO) who announced 
the results said that the elec-
tion was peaceful, credible, 
free and fair adding that a 
total of  22 invalid votes were 
recorded. He added that the 
process met all the required 
guidelines prescribed by the 
party’s constitution, the Elec-
toral Act and the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC). “With this 

result I hereby declare Chief  
Elias Mbam who polled 741 
ballots, winner of  the elec-
tion and is hereby returned 
as APC gubernatorial candi-
date in the 2023 governorship 
election in Ebonyi,” Inya 
said. Meanwhile, Mbam, 
in his post election speech 
thanked the delegates for 
the peaceful election and for 
finding him worthy to bear 
the party’s governorship flag 
in the 2023 general election.

The former RMAFC chair-
man promised to lead the 
party to victory in the forth-

…As ex-RMAFC boss Elias Mbam,
chairman emerges factional candidate

coming general elections.
“I thank the party members 

and d delegates from the 171 
wards in the state for finding 
me worthy to fly the party’s 
flag. I want to assure you that 
I will not disappoint you, I 
will carry this flag to victo-
ry; I want to assure you that 
in 2023, APC will emerge 
winner in this state. “I want 
to thank you for the peaceful 
conduct of  this primary and 
I want to say with full humil-
ity and honour that I accept 
this mandate happily.  “We 
will all work together to lead 
the party to victory not only 
in the gubernatorial election 
but also in all the elections,” 
Mbam said.

Stop delaying our children’s progress, 
Enugu parents tell FG, ASUU

S
ome Enugu parents have 
called on the Federal 
Government and the 

Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities (ASUU) to end 
the union’s prolonged strike 
and stop delaying students’ 
progress.

The parents made the call 
in separate interviews with 
the News Agency on Thurs-
day in Enugu.

Some of  them said they 
were sad and pained as their 
children sat idly at home 
while their peers in private 
universities were making pro-
gress in school.

Mrs. Marbel Onuchukwu, 
a widow who has two un-
dergraduate children said it 
was painful that the disagree-
ment between ASUU and 
the Federal Government had 
impacted negatively on her 
children’s education.

Onuchukwu said the pro-
longed strike had held down 
the progress of  many under-
graduates, especially her two 
children who would have 
been graduating next year.

Mrs. Joy Agwu, mother 
of  an undergraduate at the 
University of  Nigeria, Nsuk-
ka, said frequent strikes by 
ASUU had made students 
spend more years than the 
statutory duration they were 
expected to spend in school.

Agwu said that the inces-
sant strikes hurt employment 
opportunities since age was 
considered important for job 
seekers.

She said the strikes had 
increased the crime rate and 
made some of  the youths en-
gage in fraud, cyber-crimes, 
and gambling.

“The Federal Government 
and ASUU should as a matter 

of  urgency call off  the strike 
because a handful of  varsity 
students are going about with-
out direction,’’ she said.

Mr. Chidi Ozor, a father 
of  a 200-Level student of  
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
said he was devastated by the 
prolonged strike, but hoped it 
would come to an end in no 
time.

“The situation is painful, 
but there is nothing we can do 
other than to be persuading 
and calling on government 
and ASUU to have a rethink 
and call off  the strike for the 
betterment of  our children 
and the society at large,’’ he 
said.

Mrs. Monica Eze said the 
strikes had made her daugh-
ter remain at home and had 
caused an additional financial 
burden.
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News Analysis

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba  

O
n the 25th of  May 
2022, the immediate 
past Vice-Chancel-
lor of  the Abia State 

University (ABSU) Uturu, Prof. 
Uche Ikonne won the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), pri-
maries held in Umuahia Town-
ship Stadium.

 Ikonne who was supposed to 
contest with 9 other aspirants 
ended up contesting with only 
two following the withdrawal 
of  about seven other aspirants 
who said they are not comfort-
able with the Congress that pro-
duced the three-man ad-hoc del-
egate list for the primaries. 

At the end of  the election, 
Ikonne secured 468 to defeat his 
closest rival, Mayor Lucky Ig-
bokwe who polled 45 votes and 
News Echo also learnt that Mrs 
Ezenwanyi Jonah got five votes. 
The good part of  the primaries 
is that Dr Okezie Ikpeazu, Abia 
State Governor has gotten his 
wish, of  getting his preferred as-
pirants to become the flag bear-
er of  the PDP. 

However, an election where 
seven aspirants including Sen-
ate Minority Leader, Enyinnaya 
Abaribe, Deputy Governor, 
Ude Oko Chukwu, Business 
Mogul, Ncheta Omerekpe, En-
gineer Enyinnaya Nwafor, Dr 
Sampson Orji, Mr Chima An-
yaso and Senator Emma Nwa-
ka withdrew, cannot be tagged 
the choice of  the majority. 

Political analyst, Dr Chuk-

wuemeka Okereke described 
the Abia PDP primaries as a 
sign that if  the PDP is allowed to 
return to power in Abuja, they’ll 
be worse than the ruling APC 
whom many have described as 
a disaster. 

“How do you explain a situ-
ation where people who never 
bought form are given voted and 
those who withdrew from the 
election are also giving points 
just to make it sound that there 
was a contest. 

“What manner of  thing is 
that? This is an ugly reality that 
the PDP is not ready to change. 
We all know what they were do-
ing before APC overtook them 
in Abuja.

“We were expecting that after 
8 years in the wilderness fight-
ing to enter Aso That internal 
democracy would have been 
their focus, but from their recent 
primaries, I’ve come to the con-
clusion that the only difference 
between APC and the PDP 
is the colour of  their flags and 
their symbols of  broom and um-
brella.” 

Mr Tochukwu Azunna, a 
political analyst said, “How 
can Prof. Gregory Ibe who has 
left PDP, did not buy the par-
ty’s form, has already joined 
APGA, got two votes in a pri-
mary organized by a party he 
has left for over a month now?

“This is to say that the PDP 
may have concluded on some-
thing before the primaries and 
stuck to it. Despite pulling from 
the primaries, they gave the Dep-
uty Governor, Ude Oko-chuk-

wu six votes, Engr. Nwafor was 
given four votes and Senator 
Nwaka also got four votes de-
spite the withdrawal.  “Imagine 
the PDP giving Sen

ator Abaribe got five votes de-
spite his withdrawal,  the biggest 
opposition voice against Gover-
nor Ikpeazu in the PDP, Chief  
Ncheta Omerekpe was given 
three votes. What does this tell 
you? The PDP is a party that 
writes results. 

“Check their primaries all 
over the country, they keep giv-
ing different people that with-
drew all kinds of  results to force 
the tag of  a contest on a bizarre 
election that has no opposition.” 

Meanwhile, Prof  Gregory 
Ibe, a leading aspirant of  APGA 
in the 2023 governorship elec-
tion, Professor Greg Ibe, has 
described as ridiculous and mis-
chievous the votes given to him 
during PDP primaries which 
he never filled nor returned any 
form. 

The statement signed by the 
Director of  Media, of  his Cam-
paign Organisation, Sleek Ogwo 
said that they will take legal ac-
tion against the PDP if  the par-
ty failed to correct the deliberate 
misinformation of  his support-
ers in the state. Ibe explained 
that he had since 30th March, 
resigned his membership of  the 
PDP before joining APGA, and 
finds it surprising why the del-
egates would deliberately “do-
nate votes to him during their 
charade in Umuahia. 

He said that although a group 
obtained the PDP expression in-

terest and nomination forms for 
him, he never filed nor returned 
both forms before dumping the 
PDP for APGA. “For the pur-
pose of  emphasis, Prof  Gregory 
Ibe ceased to be a member of  
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) on 30th March 2022 
and subsequently couldn’t have 
participated in the party’s gover-
norship primaries of  25th May 
2022. 

“The leaders of  PDP in Abia 
state are therefore enjoined to 
take steps to correct this misin-
formation failure of  which will 
compel Prof  Gregory Ibe Cam-
paign Organization (GICO) to 
seek other legal means of  re-
dress. 

“We have observed with dis-
taste the disdainful antics of  
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) to attempt to accord 
credibility and authenticity to 
their recently held governor-
ship primaries in Abia State by 
sneaking in the name of  Prof  
Gregory Ibe among the list of  
contestants in the election. 

“For the avoidance of  doubt, 
Prof  Gregory Ibe formally re-
signed his membership of  the 
PDP through a letter dated 30th 
March 2022 addressed to the 
Abia State Chairman of  the 
Party, which was appropriate-
ly delivered and acknowledged 
by the Chairman of  Achara 
Mbaugwu Ward 7 in Isuikwua-
to Local Government Area. 

“He subsequently took up 
membership with the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and thereafter joined 

the governorship race under the 
banner of  the Party. 

“It is important to point out 
that apart from receiving the 
PDP expression of  interest 
forms collected by a group of  
friends for him, and subsequent 
public declaration on 9th March 
2022, Prof  Ibe didn’t fill or re-
turn any nomination form to 
the party, and neither did he 
participate in the governorship 
screening exercise, which from 
all intents and purposes remain 
a sine qua nun for all contest-
ants. 

“One, therefore, wonders how 
the name of  Prof  Ibe, who since 
making the widely publicized 
declaration titled “Message of  
Hope and Direction” on Easter 
Sunday 17 April 2022, has since 
moved on with his bid to realize 
‘A New Abia’ under the APGA 
platform would resurface in the 
result sheet of  PDP governor-
ship primaries but for the handi-
work of  mischief  makers whose 
chief  aim is to accord legitima-
cy and acceptability to a failed 
exercise through the ingenuity 
of  name dropping also known 
in the Abia political lexicon as 
‘gamjism’. 

“Otherwise what would make 
a highly monetized delegate 
who immensely benefitted from 
the now popular special finan-
cial allocation appropriated ex-
clusively for that purpose forget 
so soon the person he had been 
‘purchased’ to vote for and mis-
takenly freely donate votes to a 
non-participant in the contest 
who did not ‘see’ him?

Abia PDP guber primary: Good, bad, ugly of 
political drama in Umuahia
... PDP allocate votes to none-member, withdrawn members
... APGA aspirant threatens legal action after being given votes in PDP primaries

Ikonne     AbaribeIkpeazu
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state gov-
ernor Prof  Charles 
Soludo has im-

posed six o’clock in the 
evening to six o’clock in the 
morning curfew for com-
mercial motorcycle riders, 
shuttle buses and tricycle 
riders in eight local gov-
ernment areas of  Anambra 
State, starting from Mon-
day, 30th May.

These local government 
areas include Aguata, Ihia-
la, Ekwusigo, Nnewi North 
and South, Ogbaru as well 
as Orumba North and 
South.

Governor Soludo de-
clared this during a state-
wide radio and television 
broadcast and also said that 
security is foundational in 
the efforts of  his adminis-
tration to enthrone a livable 
and prosperous homeland.

The Governor announced 
that in addition to the 
ten-million-naira reward for 
Information about killers of  

Soludo strengthens fight against insecurity,
imposes 6pm to 6am curfew in 8 LGAs

Honourable Okechukwu 
Okoye and his aid, one mil-
lion naira will be given to 
anyone who provides infor-
mation leading to the arrest 
of  anyone or group linked 
in any of  these atrocious 
tendencies, as well as infor-
mation about anyone or lo-
cation where hard drugs are 
manufactured in the state.

Soludo who stressed 
that the directive will be 
reviewed in a fortnight, or-
dered security officials to 
begin immediate enforce-
ment of  the directive as 
well as Union leaders to 
report their members who 
are involved in criminal 
activities, the measures are 
meant to address the spate 
of  insecurity in the state, he 
noted.

While stressing that no 
part of  Anambra shall be 
used for criminal activities, 
the Governor pointed out 
that the state government 
will revoke and acquire 
any land found to be used 
and occupied by criminals, 
charging community vig-

2023: Mbah emerges Enugu 
PDP Guber candidate as 
Ekweremadu withdraws from 
the race 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

A 
former Commis-
sioner of  Finance 
under ex-Gover-
nor Chimaroke 

Nnamani, Mr. Peter Mbah, 
has emerged as the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
governorship candidate for 
the 2023 general elections in 
Enugu State.

The PDP primary was 
conducted on Wednesday at 
the Nnamdi Azikwe Stadi-
um, Enugu.

The former Deputy Sen-
ate President, Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu, Captain 
Evarest Nnaji and Joseph 
Onoh all withdrew from the 
race few hours to the elec-
tion. 

Shortly before voting 
commenced, eight other as-
pirants pulled out from the 
race, saying they were now 
supporting Peter Mbah, 
who is the choice of  the 
power brokers in the State.

The aspirants made the 
announcement individually 

at the Nnamdi Azikwe Sta-
dium, venue of  the primary 
election.

They include: Abraham 
Onyishi, Tochukwu Ude, 
Erasmus Anike, Nwabueze 
Ugwu, Rev. Ralph Nwoye, 
Prof. Jehu Nnaji, Belov-
ed Dan Anike and Gabriel 
Ajah.

Announcing the results at 
the venue of  election, Sena-
tor Albino Zik Sunday said 
they are as follow: Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu scored 
1 vote, Gilbert Chukwuta 
pulled 1 vote, Chiang Ohaa 
had 3 votes, Chief  Chijioke 
Edeoga had 9 votes while 
Peter Mbah scored 790 
votes.

It could be recalled that 
former Governor of  old An-
ambra State, Senator Jim 
Nwobodo had on Tuesday, 
revealed that Mbah was the 
anointed candidate. 

The PDP Enugu Guber 
Primary Election Panel 
from the National Working 
Committee of  the Party was 
led by Senator Ambuno Zik 
Sunday.

ilantes to rise up to the oc-
casion.

He also charged all land-
lords to begin operation 
know your tenants where 
they would have a special 
register for their tenants 
with information such as 

occupation, among others, 
calling on market lead-
ers, hotel managements 
and stakeholders to join 
hands with the government 
through weekly security re-
ports to the State Govern-
ment.

The Governor also plead-
ed with transporters and 
commuters to report sus-
picious passengers to the 
relevant authorities, Profes-
sor Soludo maintained that 
re-registration of  vehicles 
used for transportation will 

commence with immediate 
effect, as a way of  checking 
fake transporters.

He charged all fuel sta-
tions to place cameras in 
their stations, to trace crim-
inals, expressing optimism 
that the challenges.

PDP, APC must choose South Easterners
as candidates, says PANPEC
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
wo groups, Pan Nige-
ria Presidency of  Igbo 
Extraction Coalition 

(PANPEC) has warned the 
APC and PDP against pick-
ing their presidential candi-
dates from outside the South 
East.

This is even as another 
group, another group, Ogan-
ihu andAbia/Nzuko Ndigbo 
has charged Abia electorate 

to use their PVCs in voting 
out bad leaders from Abia 
State in 2023.

Addressing the press in 
Umuahia, the executive secre-
tary of  PANPEC, Mr Chucks 
Ibegbu warned that it would 
amount to highest form of  
injustice to deny the South 
East the chance to presiden-
cy in 2023, since other major 
political blocs had taken their 
turns.

Ibegbu, who was flanked 
by the Abia State Mr Obinna 

...Announces extra N1m
cash reward 

Commissioner of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and Social Development, Imo State, Dr. Princess Rabiu Ibrahim of the 
Hope Uzodimma Women Support Group, HUWSG, during its inauguration at APC secretariat Owerri on Wednesday.

Arungwa, Abia State Chair-
man of  PANPEC during the 
event, recalled that the Oluse-
gun Obasanjo was used to 
assuage the Yorubas for the 
problems of  June 12 and how 
Goodluck Jonathan was also 
used to calm the people of  
South-South.

The group wondered why 
the South East should not be 
allowed to produce the presi-
dency for the peace and unity 
of  the nation.

Ibegbu faulted Governor 

Okezie Ikpeazu, Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu and Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for not 
supporting the South East 
presidency, warned that “on 
no account should any South 
Easterner accept to run as 
a Vice president. It is either 
President or nothing!”

 “The northern leaders and 
Yoruba elders should inter-
vene by telling their sons in 
the race to withdraw for the 
South East.”

He commended Chief  Ed-
win Clark, Chief  Ayo Ade-
banjo and Chief  Ebenezer 
Babatope for supporting the 
South East, describing them 
as men of  truth.

On Abia State, Ibegbu who 
is also the board Chairman 
of  Oganihu NdiAbia/Nzuko 
Ndigbo warned that rigging 
of  any form would not be tol-
erated in the State during the 
2023 polls and told Avians to 
elect a Governor of  a tested 
integrity, not based on clan.

They charged Abians to 
guard their votes after casting 
them, to save them from being 
stolen, even as they warned 
political parties against im-
position of  candidates which 
they said, won’t be tolerated.

 “For the past 20 years, Abia 
has been in comatose. Grad-
uates and workers are com-
plaining. As Abia citizens, we 
cannot keep quit. We want 
Abia to be in safe hands,” said 
Ibegbu.

Fear of voluntary testing, cultural practices 
negating war against HIV infections - Prof  Awa
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
or the war against 
Human Imino Virus 
(HIV) to be won in 

Nigeria and Africa, people 
must make themselves avail-
able for voluntary tests.

Also, unhealthy cultural 
practices like female cir-
cumcisions and polygamous 
marriages must be avoided 
by Nigerians, to ensure that 
the number of  people be-
ing infected with the virus 
would drastically be reduc-
ing.

These points were made 
by Prof  Madu James Awa, 
when he delivered the 3rd 

inaugural lecture of  Gregory 
University, Uturu which was 
held at Goodluck Jonathan 
auditorium, Uturu.

The lecture, themed Dy-
namics of  community ac-
quired infection: Forecasting 
the trajectory through col-
laborative professionalism, 
was used to educate the gen-
eral public about community 
infections of  HIV.

He identified the youth 
bracket of  15-24 years as 
those with the highest rate of  
fresh infections because they 
account for about 79% of  in-
fections in Africa.

Prof  Madu revealed that 
the spike in HIV infections 
among people of  15-24 years 

was being caused by their 
peer pressure, adding that 
during festive periods, such 
persons are likely to engage 
in unprotected sexual activ-
ities that may result to HIV 
infections.

He also blamed poor en-
lightenment, illiteracy, in-
consistent taking of  antiret-
roviral drugs as some factors 
driving high rate of  commu-
nity infections.

He however, explained 
that through the research 
efforts he and other medical 
experts made on the matter, 
it was discovered that moth-
er-to-baby or husband -to- 
wife infections in HIV could 
be prevented or controlled.
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

T
he Executive Secre-
tary of  Enugu State 
Primary Health 

Care Development Agency 
(ENS-PHCDA) Dr George 
Ugwu has commended 
Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi for improvements 
in primary healthcare ser-
vices and various vaccine 
administration and out-
reach in the state.

Dr Ugwu told reporters 
in Enugu on Wednesday 
that the positive develop-
ment had proactively re-
duced disease burden at 
both rural and urban settle-
ments in the state.

Ugwu said that the state 
had commenced full im-
plementation of  the Basic 
health Care Provision Fund 
(BHCPF) as approved by 
the Federal Government 
and massively supported 
and mid-wifed by Gov. Ug-
wuanyi.

His words: “Under the 
BHCPF, at least one Pri-
mary Healthcare Centre 
(PHC) in every ward in 
Enugu State is currently 
receiving serious attention 
and improved funding. Ini-
tial funding support of  over 
N600,000 has been sent di-
rectly to the selected PHCs

 “This is to improve the 
infrastructure, provide ba-
sic equipment and drugs to 
ensure better service deliv-
ery.

 “The traditional rulers 
and other community lead-
ers are working with the 
ENS-PHCDA to ensure 
effective implementation 
of  this new programme in 
Enugu State.

 “The special type-3 
PHCS in several council 
areas of  the state that has 
been built and equipped by 
Gov. Ugwuanyi are now 
fully functional.

ENS-PHCDA boss lauds Ugwuanyi on 
improved healthcare services in Enugu 

 “Doctors, nurses and 
other healthcare workers 
have been recently em-
ployed to power these new 
and historic facilities.

 “Over a 100 nurses/mid-
wives and health promot-
ers are to be engaged on 
ad-hoc basis through the 
NPHCDA gateway of  the 
BHCPF as the implemen-
tation continues in Enugu 
State”.

The executive secretary 
said that virtually all rou-
tine and newly added vac-
cination administered in 
the state had secured 100 
per cent success rate in 
terms of  target and reach.

Ugwu clarified that the 
state government and 
ENS-PHCDA had been 
receiving national recog-
nition and accolades from 
national and international 
health partners for the con-
tinuous exemplary conduct 
of  vaccination and other 
programmes.

According to him, we 
have successfully intro-
duced new vaccines into 
the existing routine immu-
nization schedule, which 
included Meningitis A, 
Measles-Containing-Vac-
cine Second-dose (MCV2) 
and Inactivated Polio Vac-
cine (IPV).

He said that the state had 
usually met its vaccination 
targeting of  over 1.2 mil-
lion children under five 
years and over two million 
women of  child bearing 
age for routine immuniza-
tion and supplemental im-
munization campaigns.

 “Apart from the ex-
emplary performance in 
routine and newly added 
vaccines, as a proactive 
Agency ably supported by 
Gov. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
we have used vaccination 
to deter and also contain 
disease outbreaks in the 
state.

Gov. Ugwuanyi

Jama’atu Nasril Islam to FG: Perpetrators 
of killings in South-East must be stopped
before it’s too late

T
he Jama’atu Nas-
ril Islam (JNI) has 
called on the feder-

al government to go after 
those responsible for the 
killings in south-east.

In a statement condemn-
ing the killing of  a woman 
and her children in Anam-
bra state, the JNI urged the 
federal government to ar-
rest the situation before it is 
too late.

The incident occurred 
in a community in Orum-
ba north LGA of  the state 
over the weekend and has 
elicited criticism from 
many Nigerians.

The JNI described the 
killing of  the woman, who 
was said to be a northern-
er residing in Anambra, as 
“senseless and barbaric”.

 “The recurring heart-
less and calamitous un-
provoked killings and 
maiming in Anambra and 

other parts of  the coun-
try are condemnable,” the 
statement reads.

“At the instance of  its 
President-General, His 
Eminence, the Sultan of  
Sokoto Alhaji (Dr.) Mu-
hammad Sa’adu Abubakar, 
the Jama’atu Nasril Islam 
(JNI) condemns the sense-
less, barbaric and unpro-
voked killing of  one Harira 
Jibrin; a pregnant woman 
with four of  her children 
at Isulo in Orumba North 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State.”

JNI said it has observed 
“with dismay” many oth-
er killings of  citizens, par-
ticularly Muslims, in the 
south-eastern states of  Ni-
geria and that it feels that it 
was high time the govern-
ments acts before things get 
out of  hand.

 “As it could be dis-
cerned, the killings are now 

Former Accountant-General, Simi Fubara 
emerges PDP guber candidate in Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

F
ormer Rivers State Ac-
countant General, Si-
minialayi Fubara has 

emerged winner of  the 2022 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) Governorship Prima-
ry election.

Fubara won the election 
with 721 votes and was fol-
lowed by former Commis-
sioner for Finance, Isaac Ka-

malu who got 86 votes.
Chairman of  the PDP 

Electoral Committee, Pro-
fessor Walter Mboto de-
clared Fubara winner of  
the election which was held 
at the Obi Wali Cultural 
Center in Port Harcourt.

In his acceptance speech, 
Fubara commended the 
party delegates for voting 
for him and expressed his 
readiness to provide people 
oriented leadership if  he 

 “In 2021, the Agency 
effectively controlled and 
prevented yellow fever out-
breaks in some communi-
ties in three council areas 
in the state through reactive 
mass vaccination.

 “Indeed, the Agency and 
the state through the fund-
ing and approval of  the 
Ugwuanyi-led administra-
tion have been exemplary 
on statewide vaccination 
programmes.

 “Even our supervisors 
and monitors, who are our 
national and international 
health partners, have rec-
ognised and acknowledged 
this through official com-
mendation letters and oth-
er means,” he said.

Ugwu noted that the 
Agency had successful-
ly implemented and also 
implementing other key 
PHC programmes at rural 
and urban areas, namely 
family planning, nutrition, 
integrated management 
of  all childhood illnesses, 
breastfeeding and Mater-
nal, Nursing Mothers and 
Child Week.

On the ongoing COV-
ID-19 vaccination, the ex-
ecutive secretary said that 
about 300,000 residents 
of  the state had been suc-
cessful being vaccinated 
against the dreaded disease 
that keeps mutating into 
new variants without any 
casualty in the state.

He explained that initial 
hesitation and misinforma-
tion held the people back 
from embracing the COV-
ID-19 vaccination on time 
with the rest of  the World.

 “However, we have 
upped the game in the 
direction of  COVID-19 
vaccination through mas-
sive rural and mass media 
awareness.

 “We succeeded in vac-
cinating top leaders in the 
state, including the gover-

transforming to being more 
religious and ethnic/tribal 
conflicts,” the statement 
reads.

“Their escalation may not 
be easily halted. Nigerians 
should learn from different 
historical accounts that, re-
ligious or ethnic conflicts 
and wars are undoubtedly 
extremely preposterous. So, 
they should by all means be 
avoided.

“The lexis of  the so 
called unknown gunmen is 
no longer tenable. They are 
known but ignored!

“In light of  the forgone, 
we call on governments 
at all levels to, as a matter 
of  urgency, do everything 
possible and use any 
means possible to curtail 
the situation and arrest 
all those who are behind 
the ongoing killings in the 
south-eastern Nigeria, be-
fore it is too late.”

nor, his deputy, speaker, 
commissioners, traditional 
and religious leaders, as 
testimony to the goodness, 
safety and efficacy of  the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

 “We are having more 
people taking the COV-
ID-19 vaccines currently 
even as we have opened 
multiple outlets for the ad-
ministration of  the vaccine 
throughout the length and 
breadth of  the state,” he 

said.
Major international 

health partners – WHO 
and UNICEF – had con-
tinued to laud the state gov-
ernment for its giant stride 
in totally revamping the 
PHC services and vaccina-
tion programmes offered to 
work for the teeming popu-
lation in the state.

The National Primary 
Health Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA) com-

mended Gov Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi over outstanding 
100 per cent performance 
of  Enugu State in the Na-
tional Immunisation Plus 
Days (NIPDS) campaign 
held between Feb. 5 and 
Feb. 9.

The commendation was 
contained in a letter signed 
by the Executive Director/
Chief  Executive Officer 
of  NPHCDA, Dr Faisal 
Shuaib.

wins the 2023 elections.
On his part, Governor 

Nyesom Wike charged the 
party members to support 
the candidate and ensure 
that the party wins the gen-
eral elections.

Other aspirants who got 
votes were George Kelly 
with 37 votes, Tammy Dana-
gogo with 36 votes, Morgan 
Tom-West and David Briggs 
with 4 votes each while Felix 
Obuah got 2 votes.



ctress, Ini Dima-

AOkojie traditional 
wedding to Abasi 

Obong was a star-studded 
ceremony. She wore a red 
Tubo gown, beaded with a 
b e a d e d  c r o w n  l i k e  a 
traditional Edo bride. 

Her second outfit was 
made by Lanre Da Silva 
Ajayi, and the combs in her 
h a i r  a n d  s t a f f  w e r e 
synonymous with the Efik 
people.  Her two looks 
symbolized the coming 
together of  her culture (Edo) 
and his (Efik). 

Her guest also brought 
the heat, here are our best-
dressed guests. 

Toke Makinwa 
Toke explores some 

structure in her gown with 
that bodice, it makes the 
look quite interesting and 

ith Asake's new 

Wsingle 'Palazzo' 
trending, here 

are some on how to style 
your palazzo.

Palazzo pants are flared 
pants made of  soft fabric. 
They are sexy, comfortable 
and make a woman's booty 
jiggle. 

B e f o r e  we  p r o c e e d 
though,  here 's  a  quick 
advice: make sure to check 
the waist, thigh gap and hip 
ratio before you buy a 
palazzo. A good palazzo 
reaches your thigh gap and 
sits firmly on your waist. 

So how can you style 
your palazzo? 

1. Pair them with crop 
tops 

Crop tops make you 
look more casual and sexy. 
This is one of  the best ways 
to dress down palazzos and 
make them look really cute. 

2. Palazzo + Dress shirts 
= Gorgeousness 

Palazzos are so versatile 
they can be worn with cotton 
or silk shirts and made to 
look more corporate. To 
complete this killer look, 
pair them with pumps and 
you are ready for work. 

3. Palazzo two-piece 
This pyjama trend is an 

amazing way to look cozy 
and relaxed in your palazzo. 
It doubles as semi-corporate 
and casual. 

4. Suit jacket 
Wearing a suit jacket on 

your palazzo is a sure way to 
elevate your look to give off  
strong boss chic vibes. 

When next you need 
everyone to know who the 
Queen Bee is, you know 
what to do. 

5. Pair with a turtleneck 
A turtleneck is a must-

have in every wardrobe, it 
g o e s  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y 
everything. 

creative. 
Eku Edewor 
This outfit was clean and 

well made, the simplicity 
exudes class. 

Idia Aisien 
Idia's look was simply 

one of  the best that night, it 
could have stood head-to-
toe with the bride and 
upstaged her. The mix of  
l a c e  a n d  ve l ve t ,  c ' e s t 
Magnifique. 

Tolu Bally 
This fashion designer 

brought the heat with her 
gown, the sequinned upper 
part of  the dress was very 
sexy. 

Kiki Omeili 
Kiki's look was simple, 

sexy and classy. Everything 
you should want in your aso-
ebi outfit. 
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Best dressed celebrities at Ini Dima-Okojie's traditional wedding 

Most fashionable ways to wear palazzo pants 
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ll the magic words to 

Ause with your bae 
just before, during 

and after s*x...
The right words can turn 

her on, boost her confidence, 
and keep her coming back for 
more. 

Your woman wants to 
always communicate with 
you, and she expects the 
same from you. 

During dates, on warm 
weekend afternoons when 
you're both just chilling at 
home, and even during sex! 

“Words can be a powerful 
aphrodisiac and often aren't 
used enough,” says Ian 
Kerner, Ph.D., an American 
relationships expert. 

While there are things you 
should not say to your babe 
during sex, there are also 
some things you tell her that 
have the power to seriously 
get her in the mood, increase 
her sexual confidence with 
you and make the whole 
experience brain-bursting for 
both of  you every single time. 

Just make sure to keep 
things honest, specific and 
brief  every time. Talking too 
much when the mood is 
almost set might actually 
work against you. 

So what are the magic 
words to use with your bae 
just before, during and after 
sex that'll ensure that the 
experience is bomb all the 
time 

1. Complement her hair 
Just so you know, words are 

great for foreplay, too. Apart 
from the obvious erogenous 
zones that you can't do 
without noticing – hello?! – 
you also have to do more to 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  g i r l ' s 
physical appearance and 
make her feel attractive. 

The hair  i s  one thing 
w o m e n  l o v e  t o  b e 
appreciated for, given how 
much time and money they 
spend on it. 

If  she's the type that's into 
hair-pulling, you can promise 
her some of  that, too. 

2. Talk about her kisses 
You can't take this away 

from any love making session 
as it is the most common 
foreplay. 

So let your woman know 
she's doing a fine job of  it. 

3. Dirty talk 
This is great either before or 

during sexy time. But make 
sure it's something your 
woman is comfortable with 
and also, be careful to not 
cross the line of  what is sexy 
and what's off-putting. These 
are things to say in bed to turn 
her on: 

“I can't wait to have your 
warm body in my arms” 
sounds nice. 

“I can't wait to be inside 
you.” Sounds fine, too. It all 
depends on the level of  freak 
you and your girl  have 
reached. 

4. I can't get enough of 
your… 

Insert the part of  her body 
that drives crazy the most. 

And do it in the most 
expressive manner you can 
muster. 

While women have been 
advised to not project their 
body insecurities during sex, 
it actually makes sense to give 
positive feedback of  that 
body when she gets naked 
with you. 

It does not mean you are not 
being sincere, you are just 
focusing on the positives in 
that moment. 

Easy, right? 
5. That head game 

Your relationship is actually 
half  dead if  you don't give 
head, according to a poll 
Pulse conducted here. 

So learn to do it and enjoy it. 
And if  what she brings to the 
tab le  for  you to  eat  i s 

elationships and Rmarriages ought to 
be a sacred place 

between two people - a 
union free from distractions 
a n d  o u t s i d e r s . 
Unfortunately, this is not so. 
M a n y  i n t r u d e r s  a n d 
outsiders can stray into your 
relationships. 

H e r e  a r e  s o m e 
meddlesome interlopers; 

1. The besties 
Your partner should be 

your best friend. Anyone 
else claiming to be a best 
friend is a counterfeit and 
poser. 

It  doesn't  matter i f  
you've known them your 
whole life, they need to go. 
A  shou lde r  to  c r y  on 
becomes a body to sleep 
with. Keep them away. 

2. People who are just 
too nice 

That nice friend that 

loves to help and orders food 
for you all the time, that 
neighbour that cooks for 
you, that man that sends you 
money, all that has to stop. 

Even if  your partner is 
not concerned about it, you 
don't know what hidden 
intentions the 'nice' person 
may have and you don't 
want to feel indebted to 
them. 

3. Exes or former friends 
with benefits 

Many people like to 
announce to their exes or 
people they've been intimate 
with that they are now in a 
relationship, and can you 
blame them? 

Keeping boundaries and 
letting them know you are 
off  limits and inaccessible is 
one of  the best things you 
can do. 

4. Instagram baddies 
and Snapchat slay queens 

o m e n ' s 

Wbedroom noises 
range from soft 

m o a n s,  p o p u l a r  w i t h 
wo m e n  f r o m  we s t e r n 
Uganda, to screams which 
women in central Uganda 
use to make their men feel 
like they are bosses in the 

bedroom. 
These moans may be 

faked, which is not a good 
thing, but when they are 
genuine, they reflect the 
feelings a woman is going 
through as well the kind of  
sex she wants. 

Here are several types of  
moans that women make 
when making loving: 

The Soft Moan 
T h e y  s o u n d  l i k e 

“hmmmm” meaning that 
she is just getting started. So, 
when a man hears such soft 
moans, he has to keep up the 
good work. If  these soft ones 
increase in intensity, the man 
has to “pump” harder. 

The Satisfied Moan 
This one sounds like an 

ahhhhh, and it can be short 
as well as very long. The long 

and loud ahhhhhs are the 
ones which indicate that the 
woman's sexual partner has 
hit the spot properly. 

The Scream 
When a woman screams, 

it comes from deep within as 
her whole being is alive with 
passion. The woman may 
scream “you're killing me!” 
or simply cheer you on to 
pumping her harder. She 
may, if  you're really good, 
scream your name. If  she 
screams her ex's name, you 
still go harder because this 
means she may still love her 
ex and you are giving her 
great memories of  him. 

The Silent Deep Breaths 
This one is like a cat's 

purr, meaning she is deeply 
satisfied with your pelvic 
thrusts and so you just keep 

going hard until she gets 
l o u d e r  a n d  t h e n  t h e 
neighbour shows up at your 
door with a complaint and 
an ironic grin. 

The Smile and Laughter 
This is not exactly a 

moan, but it is a sign that you 
have struck the right chord 
and the sweet laughter she is 
l e t t ing  ou t  i s  l i ke  the 
soundtrack to a hit movie 
starring you, and co-starring 
your member hardened 
between your legs. Keep 
doing whatever you are 
doing, again and again. 
However, not all laughter is 
good, especially when she 
looks at your penis and 
laughs hysterically while 
pointing at it. 

Never underestimate 
the power of  slay queens. If  
you know you are attracted 
to certain people online, the 
best thing isn't to slide into 
their DMs but to mute or 
unfollow them - a word is 
enough for the wise. 

5. Friends 
You don't have to be 

friends with your partner's 
friends. It is a mistake to 
think that your partner's 
friends like you or have your 
best interests at heart. 

L a d i e s ,  t a k e  y o u r 
girlfriends as far from your 
boyfriend as possible - don't 
spark envy and jealousy in 
their hearts. Also, ladies 
don't believe the things his 
friends say about him or the 
relationship. 

This is not to say you 
should isolate yourself  from 
your friends (especially in 
cases of  abuse). 

The point is, everyone 
should have their place in 
your life and in an ideal 
relationship, your partner 
comes first. 

satisfactory, you gotta let her 
know, bruh. 

Also if  her oral sex game is 
good, let her know. 

6. Moan 
Yeah, we get it. Men hold it 

in  and just  le t  out  the 
occasional grunt. But it's 
a c t u a l l y  O K  t o  m o a n 
sometimes. 

Do it for a change. 
7. Wow! 
This is a simple exclamation 

loaded with all sorts of  
exc i t e m e n t  a n d  m i n d -
blowing sensations you must 
have felt during the sex. 

By doing this, you let her 
know that she just blew your 
mind and no words could 
suffice than that breathless 
exclamation! 
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ucumber is a staple in 

Cvegetable salads and 
it is arguably the most 

prominent in the salad bowl. 
Very healthy, especially if  one 
wants to keep one's weight in 
check. 

This common vegetable 
is not just healthy to eat, it is a 
natural beauty product with 
several benefits. It is almost 
impossible to see a facial 
massage advert without those 
two slices covering the eyes, 
but cucumber does much 
more than cover the eyes. 

T h e  nu t r i e n t s  t h a t 
cucumbers come with like 
Vitamin K, C and manganese 
and beta-carotene are useful 
for ensuring healthy hair and 
skin as well. It acts as a key 
ingredient for a long-lasting 
beauty regime. Here are a 
host of  benefits you could 

perm can be powerful 

Slittle swimmers, that's 
for sure, however they 

aren't very tough. All sorts of  
seemingly little things can 
throw them off  their game, 
making them useless and 
affecting your virility. 

Research shows that up to 
15 percent of  couples are 
infertile which means that 
they aren't able to conceive a 
child, even though they are 
having regular, unprotected 
sexual intercourse for a year 
or longer. Male infertility 
plays a role in over a third of  
such cases. 

Male infertility is due to 
low sperm product ion, 
abnormal sperm function or 
blockages that prevent the 
delivery of  sperm. Illnesses, 
injuries, chronic health 
problems, lifestyle choices 
and other factors can play a 
r o l e  i n  c a u s i n g  m a l e 
infertility. 

N o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o 
conceive a child can be 
stressful and frustrating, but 
a number of  male infertility 
treatments are available. 

Often, men are ignorant 
as to the factors that affect 
male infertility but we have a 
list of  the sperm-killers you 
should watch out for. 

Take a look! 
1. Too much testosterone 
It may seem bizarre but 

there is such a thing as having 
too much testosterone. Yes, it 
takes a lot of  testosterone to 
make sperm, but testosterone 
supplements can actually 
have an adverse effect on the 
b o d y ' s  s p e r m - m a k i n g 
machinery. 

That's because too much 
testosterone shuts down the 
pituitary, the gland that 
regu la tes  the  tes t i c les ' 
production of  sperm. Some 
s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  e v e n 
suggested using testosterone 
as a male contraceptive but 
research on its efficacy is 
scarce. 

In any case, monitor your 
testosterone levels if  you are 
struggling to conceive and 
you may just find your 
answer. 

2. Ditch the weed 
T h e  c h e m i c a l  i n 

marijuana that makes you 
f e e l  h i g h , 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
can affect your sperm count 
and keep it lower than ideal. 

T H C  i s  m i m i c s 
testosterone, so smoking 
weed exposes sperm to a 
hormonal imbalance that 
can cause sperm counts to 

fall. In fact, Marjuana isn't 
the only drug that can affect 
male hormones. Heavy use 
o f  n a r c o t i c s  l i k e  t h e 
m o r p h i n e  d e r i v a t i v e 
hydromorphone (Dilaudid) 
can cause testosterone levels 
to plummet. When that 
happens, a guy's sperm 
production - and sex drive, 
goes total ly out of  the 
window! 

3. The toll of  tobacco 
Toxins in tobacco smoke 

can cause sperm to swim 
slowly, this is known as lazy 
sperm. 

Furthermore, they can 
damage sperm cells' DNA 
cargo. And cigarettes can do 
their damage even if  guys 
themselves don't smoke. 

4.  Its getting hot in here... 
H e a t  i s  e x t r e m e l y 

dangerous for sperm and 
sperm production.  The 
testicle, which is where 
sperm cells are made are 
'designed' to stay about seven 
degrees Fahrenheit cooler 
than the rest of  the body. If  
the testicle temperature rises 
above that level, sperm 
inevitably slows down. 

Though it's not an exact 
science, one study found that 
regularly taking a hot bath or 
jacuzzi can hurt fertility. 
Other research has shown 
that resting a laptop on your 
lap can have the  same 
damaging effect. 

Of  course, there are many 
babies born to men that take 
baths and use laptops, so the 
jury is still out. 

5. Ring my bell 
Semen exposed to the 

radio waves emitted by cell 
phones can result in damage 
to sperm, recent studies have 
shown. Although it goes 
without saying that most 

people will be "protected" by 
skin and clothing, until the 
s c i e n c e  i s  d i s p r o v e d 
completely,  i t  probably 
makes sense for men to keep 
their cell phones someplace 
other than a jean pocket. 

6. Too fat to function 
Obesity has been linked 

to poor sperm, possibly by 
l o w e r i n g  l e v e l s  o f  

testosterone and raising 
levels of  the female hormone 
estrogen (a little of  which all 
men have). The fatter a guy 
is, the worse his hormonal 
situation and therefore, the 
more sperm issues he's likely 
to have. 

7. Sperm poison 
Radiation, including that 

from X-rays can stop sperm 

production inside the 
testicles. The bigger the 
dose, the longer it takes 
sperm to recover. Very big 
doses can render men 
permanently sterile, but 
the occasional  X-ray, 
experts say, isn't enough to 
put you at any permanent 
risk. 

the clogged pores on the 
skin's surface. 

Hydrates skin 
Cucumber is the perfect 

way to help hydrate dull skin 
due to its water content and 
can easily substitute any 
m o i s t u r i z e r  c r e a m . 
Cucumber acts well also 
w h e n  m i x e d  w i t h  a 
complementing ingredient. 
Curd could be used for a 
soothing and hydrating face 
pack. 

Steps: For a hydrating 
face mask, cucumber and 
yoghurt work best. Both of  
t h e s e  i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e 
s o o t h i n g ,  n a t u r a l 
moisturizers providing the 
s k i n  w i t h  t h e  n e e d e d 
nutrients. Just take some 
cucumber juice and mix with 
equal amounts of  yoghurt. 
Blend these well into a fine 

For an anti-wrinkle mask, 
blend in 1 egg white, 1 
tablespoon of  cucumber and 
lemon juice and apply all over 
your face. If  you cannot bare 
the smell for too long, don't 
keep the mask for more than 
1 5  m i n u t e s .  W a s h 
thoroughly. 

Soothes dark circles, 
puffy eyes 

Hectic schedules often 
lead to dark circles and puffy 
eyes. Cucumbers are an easy 
and quick way to relive the 
eyes from dull and dark-
looking skin. The cooling 
p r o p e r t i e s  a l o n g  w i t h 
ant ioxidants  and s i l ica 
present in cucumbers help 
rejuvenate the skin. It also 
reduces the water retention 
and hence controls  the 
puffiness under the eyes. 

Steps: Use 2 cucumber 
slices and place them on your 
eyelids for 20 minutes. This 
would help soothe the dark 
c i r c l e s  a n d  p u f f i n e s s 
immediately. You could also 
crush some cucumber juice 
and soak cotton balls. Apply 
these cotton balls on your 
eyes. Or you could simply 
splash some cucumber juice 
around the eyes. 

Heals acne 
Cucumber  conta ins 

antioxidants and resolves 
inflammation on the skin 
smoothly. It helps lighten the 
skin and relieve it from 
clogged pores and excessive 
oil. 

Steps: Cucumber could 
be applied with turmeric and 
a  few drops  o f  l emon. 
T u r m e r i c  i s  a  g r e a t 
combination as it is a good 

look forward to by using 
cucumbers regularly. 

Skincare 
C u c u m b e r  r e s o l ve s 

many skin problems and 
ensures healthy, younger-
looking skin. Cucumber can 
be used as a natural toner due 
to its cooling properties. It is 
an easy way to get rid of  
oiliness in skin and leaves you 
with a glow. Its juice is ideal 
to be used as a cleanser to 
relive blemishes and acne. 
Due to ts 95% water content, 
the skin is intact and well-
moisturised. 

Steps: For a cucumber 
face wash, simply splash 
some cucumber juice or 
apply the puree all over the 
face and neck and leave it to 
dry for 3o minutes. Once 
done, wash well with cold 
water. This also cleanses out 

paste and apply all over your 
face. Instead of  using yoghurt 
you could substitute it with 
raw milk to help soothe 
sunburns. 

Natural bleaching agent 
Cucumber acts as a 

natural bleaching agent, 
making it useful for skin tan 
removal and reducing scars. 
It is also helpful in restoring 
and evening out your skin 
complexion. 

Steps: For this face 
mask, crush some cucumber 
puree or juice and add equal 
amounts of  lemon juice. 
Massage this all over the face 
and leave it on for 15 minutes. 
You could apply this on 
tanned areas all over the body 
as well. Wash well with cold 
water. For relief  from sun 
burns, blend a cucumber into 
a fine paste and add some 
aloe vera gel to heal and even 
out the skin's complexion. 
This would also provide 
relief  from inflammation, 
rashes and skin burns. 

Forever young 
Cucumber is extremely 

beneficial for firming up the 
skin and tightening it. Early 
use of  cucumber reduces and 
and rather reverses signs of  
a ge i n g  l i k e  f i n e  l i n e s, 
wrinkles and dull skin. This is 
due to  the presence of  
manganese and potassium. 

S t e p s :  A l o n g  w i t h 
cucumber, egg whites are 
beneficial for anti-ageing skin 
treatments. Eggs contain 
proteins along with zinc and 
biotin which help repairing 
damaged cells in the body. 

e x f o l i a t i n g  a g e n t  a n d 
additionally helps reducing 
scars and inflammation. 
Lemon too, is an ingredient 
that subsides excessive acne 
and scars. The vitamin C in 
lemons helps lighten scars. 
For this face scrub, simply 
mix some cucumber pulp, 
turmeric powder and lemon 
juice. Apply this on the 
affected area and leave it to 
dry for 15 minutes. Wash well 
with water. 

Stronger hair 
Cucumber is packed 

with essential nutrients like 
potassium, calcium, sulfur, 
silicon among others, which 
play a vital role in healthy 
hair growth. 

Steps: You could either 
consume a glass of  cucumber 
juice directly or simply use it 
as a rinse with water. It helps 
to condition and repair dry, 
damaged hair. 

Healthy, shiny hair 
For  lusc ious  locks, 

cucumber juice is ideal for 
your routine hair care regime 
due to the nutrients it posses. 
It leaves a shiny and silky 
texture. 

Steps: Cucumber, olive 
oil and egg hair mask work 
perfect ly well  to repair 
damaged hair as well as to 
add bounce. For this take one 
e g g ,  a  q u a r t e r  p e e l e d 
cucumber and some olive oil 
and put them to blend in a 
mixer. Once you get a fine 
texture, apply it thoroughly 
on the scalp and all over your 
hair. Leave it for not more 
than 10 minutes and wash off  
with mild shampoo. 

Unknown beauty benefits of cucumber 

Sperm- killers; here are 7 things
men need to watch out for 
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Putin doesn’t understand what’s
happening in Ukraine - Zelensky
V

ladimir Putin is living in 
a constructed “alterna-
tive reality” and “does 
not fully understand 

what’s going on” in Ukraine, Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky has said.

Ukrainian President Zelensky 
said Russia’s full-scale invasion of  
his country, which began 91 days 
ago, would most likely end with 
a negotiated settlement - but only 
if  Putin, his Russian counterpart, 
agrees to direct negotiations that 
he has so far avoided.

“Putin is not keenly aware 
of  what’s going on in Ukraine. 
Ukraine is not going to concede 
our territory, we are fighting in our 
country on our land,” Zelesnky 
told attendees at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land, on Wednesday.

Speaking via video link, he said: 
“This is a war of  Ukraine, not 
against anybody, but that’s a war 
for our land, for our freedom, for 
our independence, for our future. 
We haven’t got any other land. We 
should stay where we are. And 
there would be no opportunity for 
us to find somewhere else to live, 
nor do we want to look for some-
where else to live.”

“I think that the president of  
the Russian Federation should 
be actually shoved into the reality 
of  today, not being in this bubble 
and this alternative reality of  his,” 
Zelensky said.

Asked when the war would end, 
Zelensky said the timing depended 
on the political will to keep supply-
ing weapons and finance “to boost 
our resilience,” as well as peace 
talks.

“I’m sure there would be some 
sort of  a peaceful process, some 
sort of  talks, and we would be dis-
cussing the issues of  who Ukraine 
is going to negotiate with, with 
what president of  the Russian Fed-
eration we are going to negotiate 
with,” the president added.

“I hope that there will be a differ-
ent president in the Russian Feder-
ation.”

Zelensky has long said that 
only direct president-to-president 
talks can end the fighting. But the 
Ukrainian leader suggested that 
Putin is isolated from the reality of  
his stagnating and costly invasion.

Bilateral peace talks in the days 
after Russia launched its inva-
sion on February 24. But multi-
ple rounds of  discussions have 

Russian President, Putin

Namibia pitches green hydrogen
to Europe in Davos

W
ith the European 
Union looking to 
ditch Russian oil 
and gas, the Afri-

can country says it could not only 
help bridge the gap but also bolster 
the bloc’s green push thanks to 
abundant sunshine and high wind 
speeds.

It’s difficult to miss the Namibia 
House on Davos Promenade. The 
Namibian residence is plastered 

with posters exhorting potential 
investors to take a bet on its renew-
able potential.

Inside, the place is buzzing with 
activity, with murmurs of  casual 
business interactions on the ground 
floor and exhaustive investment 
sessions a level below; Namibia 
seems to be making the most of  
its debut at the annual World Eco-
nomic Forum meeting of  the glob-

Foreign News  

al elite in the Swiss Alpine town of  
Davos.

Among the things on sale: sun-
shine and wind. Namibia with a 
long coastline on the South Atlan-
tic is among the driest countries in 
the world with 3,500 hours of  sun-
shine per year.

 The country of  2.5 million is 
now looking to harness the sun 
and wind to produce so-called 
green hydrogen from seawater, an 
energy source the European Union 
is banking on as it seeks to cut its 
reliance on fossil fuels to combat 
climate change.

“Here’s a country that has the 
requisite resources. Here’s a coun-
try that is serious at play,” said 
Obeth Kandjoze, chairperson of  
Namibia’s Green Hydrogen Coun-
cil. “And here we are at the WEF 
[World Economic Forum], saying 
we are ready for business. So, that’s 
the sales pitch.”

Green hydrogen, which unlike 
grey hydrogen, is produced by sep-
arating hydrogen molecules from 
water using renewable energy, is a 
key pillar of  the European Union’s 
plan to become climate-neutral by 
2050 and wean itself  off  Russian 
oil and gas.

G7 scrambles to keep climate 
agenda on track as Ukraine war 
roils energy supplies

M
inisters from the 
world’s wealthiest 
democracies will 
wrangle over how 

to keep climate change goals on 
track as they meet in Berlin on 
Thursday for talks overshadowed 
by spiralling energy costs and fuel 
supply worries sparked by the war 
in Ukraine.

Energy, climate and environ-
ment ministers from the Group of  
Seven (G7) countries want to reaf-
firm a commitment to cap global 
warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius 
and protect biodiversity at the May 
25-27 meeting.

The group will also consider 
committing to a phase-out of  coal 
power generation by 2030, accord-
ing to a draft communique seen by 
Reuters, though sources suggested 
that opposition from the United 
States and Japan could derail such 
a pledge.

The draft, which could change 
considerably by the time talks con-
clude on Friday, would also com-
mit G7 countries to have a “net 
zero electricity sector by 2035” 
and to start reporting publicly next 
year on how they are delivering 
on a past G7 commitment to end 
“inefficient” fossil fuel subsidies by 
2025.

The invasion of  Ukraine by Rus-
sia has triggered a scramble among 
some countries to buy more 
non-Russian fossil fuels and burn 

coal to cut their reliance on Rus-
sian supplies, raising fears that the 
energy crisis triggered by the war 
could undermine efforts to fight cli-
mate change.

Campaigners urged the minis-
ters of  the G7 to make clear com-
mitments that the fallout of  the 
Ukraine war would not derail their 
targets.

The Russia-Ukraine war has 
revealed Europe’s complacency 
about energy security, says oil and 
gas company (CNBC)

“We have a new reality now. 
The G7 need to respond to that, 
and they should respond through 
renewables, and not through fos-
sil fuel infrastructure,” said David 
Ryfisch, climate policy expert at 
non-profit Germanwatch.

While seeking consensus on an 
oil embargo on Russia, the Euro-
pean Union is pushing to accelerate 
the bloc’s pivot to renewable energy 
while finding fossil fuel alternatives 
to Russian supplies.

Alden Meyer, senior associate at 
climate think-tank E3G, said tack-
ling climate change was the best 
and quickest way for countries to 
achieve energy security.

“Climate impacts are worse than 
scientists originally predicted and 
there’s far worse ahead if  we don’t 
cut emissions rapidly,” Meyer said. 
“Delivering on climate promises re-
ally becomes even more vital in this 
tense geopolitical environment.”

brought limited results beyond 
opening humanitarian corridors 
from combat zones and besieged 
settlements.

The talks, beset by mistrust and 
subterfuge, have since stalled en-
tirely. Evidence of  Russian atroc-
ities and human rights abuses 
- which Moscow denies - in oc-
cupied areas also undermined the 
discussions.

Zelensky said Moscow should 
“demonstrate at least something, 
like withdrawing their troops and 
equipment to the positions before 
the 24th of  February,” to show 
commitment to talks.

Russia’s planned lightning war 
on Ukraine failed, its poorly-sup-
plied and poorly-prepared advance 
units bogged down and destroyed 
by fierce Ukrainian resistance.

Having withdrawn from the 
north, Russian forces are now fo-
cused on holding occupied areas 
in the south and advancing in the 
east - in the Donbas region’s Lu-
hansk and Donetsk oblasts, under 
Russian and Russian-proxy con-
trol since 2014.

Kyiv wants to regain all Ukrain-
ian territory, not just that seized by 
the Russians since February 24.

“When Ukraine says that it will 
be fighting to regain its territories, 
it means that Ukraine will be fight-
ing until it gains all its territory 
back,” Zelensky said.

Zelensky also urged Western 
allies not to fall to infighting, or 
think their job is done.

“Weapon-wise Russia is still 
prevailing,” Zelensky said. “They 
outnumber us, they outgun us 
and what we need is weapons. of  
course. And we need to be much 
more powerful.”

Zelensky said he was concerned 
about splintering unity in the 
West, citing the European Un-
ion’s stalled sixth sanctions pack-
age—which is planned to include 
measures on Russia’s lucrative oil 
exports—and internal NATO de-
bates over the proposed accession 
of  Finland and Sweden. “I can’t 
see it,” Zelensky said of  western 
unity.

“Our huge benefit and our huge 
advantage over Russia would be 
when we are truly united, when 
every country is dead sure what 
side it is on,” the president said. 

Namibia is using its debut in Davos as an opportunity to attract investments 
into green hydrogen, agriculture, and tourism
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able water producers in TAba sa id  they  have 
decided to withdraw 

their products and services 
effective from May 26 2022. 
They  c i t ed  unwholesome 
activities of  government revenue 
collectors and touts as the major 
reason for their decision. The 
umbrella body of  the producers 
of  the popular (pure water) 
sachet water brand said its 
decision to withdraw its services 
and products is the last resort to 
protect their businesses from 
total collapse.

They said they have been 
going through an excruciating 
and extremely difficult situation 
wi th  gover nment  revenue 
collectors which has left them 
indebted and out of  business due 
to the activities of  some people 
who are masquerading as 
government revenue collection 
agents and uncountable touts.

E j i k e m e  U z o m a ,  t h e 
Chairman of  the union made 
this known at an interactive 
session with the newsmen after 
an emergency meeting of  the 
union.

Uzoma said the decision to 
withdraw their products and 
services will remain in force 
u n t i l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t 
necessitated their strike action is 
adequately addressed by the 
government. He said that the 
regime of  multiple taxations, 
harassment of  their members by 
all  manners of  touts,  and 
c o n s t a n t  s e i z u r e  o f  t h e 
operational vehicles of  their 

members by those posing as 
government revenue collectors 
have made Aba unfavourable for 
business. He said that all the 
harassment coupled with the 
a l r e a d y  h a r s h  b u s i n e s s 
environment is threatening to 
force them out of  business, 
hence their resolve to alert the 
people, and authorities of  the 
state of  their predicament. 

he Central Bank of  Nigeria T(CBN) says it disbursed the 
sum of  N57.91 billion for 

the execution of  185,972 projects 
under the anchor borrowers' 
programme (ABP).

Godwin Emefiele, governor of  
CBN, disclosed this on Tuesday at 
a news conference in Abuja.

I n  a  C B N  c o m mu n i q u e 
according to the Emefiele said the 
funds, disbursed over a period of  
two months, were for projects 
meant for the cultivation of  rice, 
wheat, and maize.

In November 2015, President 
Mohammadu Buhari launched the 
ABP initiative to boost agricultural 
production, improve foreign 
exchange and reverse Nigeria's 
negative balance of  trade on food.

 The ini t ia t ive  captured 
smallholder farmers cultivating 

cereals (rice, maize, wheat etc.) 
c o t t o n ,  r o o t s  a n d  t u b e r s , 
sugarcane, tree crops, legumes, 
tomato, and livestock.

Emefiele said at least four 
million smallholder farmers across 
Nigeria have been supported to 
b o o s t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
agricultural commodities in the 
country.

“Between April and May 2022, 
the bank released the sum of  
N57.91 billion under the anchor 
borrowers' programme (ABP) to 
185,972 new projects for the 
cultivation of  rice, wheat, and 
maize, bringing the cumulative 
d i s b u r s e m e n t  u n d e r  t h e 
programme to N1.01 trillion, 
disbursed to over 4.2 million 
smallholder farmers cultivating 21 
commodities across the country,” 
Emefiele said.

 “The bank further disbursed 
the sum of  N1.50 billion, under the 
a c c e l e r a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e 
development scheme (AADS), to 
one (1) new youth-led project, 
piloted and funded through the 
Government of  Ondo State for the 
acquisition of  assets for oil-palm 
cultivation and the establishment 
of  poultry farms.

“ T h i s  b r i n g s  t h e  t o t a l 
disbursement under the Scheme to 
N21.23 billion for 10 state-led and 
three (3) private sector-led projects.

“In addition, the Bank released 
N21.73 billion to finance seven (7) 
large-scale agricultural projects 
under the Commercial Agriculture 
Credit Scheme (CACS).

“The funds were utilized for 
the establishment of  a ranch and 
m i l k  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t y ; 
p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  f e e d  a n d 
medication for livestock/dairy 
production; construction of  a 300 

metric-tonne per day oil mill in 
Gusau, Zamfara State; acquisition 
a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a n 
agrochemical factory; as well as 
purchase and stockpiling of  
homegrown maize for animal feed 

production. This brings the 
cumulative disbursement under 
this scheme to N741.05 billion for 
674 projects in agro-production 
and agro-processing.”

the guise of  collecting one type 
of  revenue or the other.  "Daily, 
the operational vehicles of  our 
members are impounded for no 
just reason. The immediate 
cause of  our strike action now is 
the decision by the Abia State 
Signage and Advertising Agency 
(ABSAA) to levy our members a 
yearly rent of  One hundred 
thousand naira (N100, 000) as 

against the normal N10,000. We 
have been paying.  "Under the 
A b i a  s t a t e  R e v e n u e 
Harmonization law of  2020, we 
have been paying ten thousand 
naira. But all of  a sudden, we 
received a letter from ABSAA 
that we should be paying one 
hundred thousand naira. 

"And when we queried the 
decision, they said we should 
pay fifty thousand naira. The 
question is, how many of  our 
members are having up to fifty 
thousand naira as their overall 
capital? "Besides that, and 
despite the existence of  the Abia 
state harmonized Revenue Law, 
we are harassed and intimidated 
by touts to pay all manners of  
taxes. Now the situation has 
reached a chocking point, that 
we can no longer tolerate it. That 
is why we are embarking on this 
strike action, to draw attention 
to our plight," he said.

Uzoma, therefore, called on 
Governor Dr Okezie Ikpeazu to 
urgently come to their aid 
before, the Aba table water 
producers are completely driven 
out of  business. "Our members 
are of  the firm belief  that the 
governor is not aware of  the 
activities of  these touts and all 
the illegal revenue collectors.  
"We believe that it was the 
Governor's honest intentions to 
control this ugly situation within 
the state Revenue collection 
system that goaded him into 
signing the state Revenue 
Harmonization law in 2020.  
"So we are calling on him to 
come to our rescue now, to save 
our businesses from collapse, as 
well as save several thousands of  
j obs  wh ich  our  member s 
generate," he said.

Uzoma further noted that, if  
nothing is done urgently to 
address the issues at hand, it will 
not be long before his members 
will close shop.

"Let me state here clearly that 
Aba has become a kind of  
dumping ground for all manners 
of  touts. These touts, go about 
harassing and intimidating our 
members on daily basis under 

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

CBN: Anchor borrowers' programme gulped N57.9bn
in two months

Ikpeazu

Emefiele
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anchester United Mgoalkeeper, Lee 
G r a n t  h a s 

announced his retirement 
from professional football at 
the age of  39 as the club's 
summer exodus begins.

h e  P o r t u g u e s e Tg o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
a p p r o ve d  Ro m a n 

Abramovich's sale of  Chelsea 
FC to the Todd Boehly 
consortium.

A b r a m o v i c h  w a s 
sanctioned and his assets 
f r o z e n  b y  t h e  U n i t e d 
Kingdom government.

The Russian oligarch then 
put the Stamford Bridge outfit 
for  sale in early March 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n 

invasion of  Ukraine.
The deal, worth more 

than $5 billion, will see an 
ownership group led by Todd 
Boehly take control.

A b r a m o v i c h  h a s 
Portuguese citizenship and, 
due to sanctions, Lisbon was 
required to approve the sale of  
the West London club.

“ P o r t u g u e s e 
authorization is a result of  the 
guarantee given by British 
authorities that proceeds from 

the sale will be used for 
humanitarian ends, without 
b e n e f i t i n g  d i r e c t l y  o r 
indirectly the club owner, 
which is on the European 
Union sanctions list,” the 
g o v e r n m e n t  s a i d  i n  a 
statement on Wednesday 
evening.

“The national position 
h a s  t h e  a s s e n t  o f  t h e 
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ,”  t h e 
Portuguese executive added.

a l v i n  B a s s e y  i s 

Calmost set to reunite 
w i t h  h i s  f o r m e r 

manager Steven Gerrard at 
Aston Villa.

The Nigeria player has 
become the toast of  the 
world as he continues to soar 
following a successful season 
at Rangers.

He was named the man 
of  the match in the cup final 
against Hearts of  Midlothian 
and also made the Europa 
League team of  the season. 
Bassey also starred in the 
Scottish League as Rangers 
were bettered by their arch-
rivals Celtic.

The Nigerian defender, 
however, had done enough 

to send tongues wagging 
especially in the Premier 
League.

According to the latest 
re por t s  f rom England, 
Bassey may be reuniting with 
h i s  f o r m e r  b o s s  i n 
Birmingham as Aston Villa 
are concretely interested.

Steven Gerrard is looking 
to improve his defense this 
season especially as star 
defender Tyrone Mings had 
an underwhelming season by 
his standard.

Bassey is expected to 
fight for place in the team 
and provide a good level of  
competition and also put his 
versatility to good effect. He 
can play as a left centre back 

or left full-back or left wing-
back.

The young defender has 
been predicted to do great 
things but Rangers may not 
be willing to let him go just 
yet.

goalkeeper Sergio Romero 
was sent off.

Grant made his second 
a p p e a r a n c e  away  f r o m 
Kazakh club Astana in the 
2019–20  UEFA Europa 
League group stage.

Two one-year contract 
extensions kept Grant at Old 
Trafford for a bit longer, but 
he has now decided to hang 
up his gloves and could make 
the transition to management.

H e  s a i d :  ' A f t e r  5 1 1 
appearances, I have decided 
that the time is right to move 
on to the next stage of  my 
career.

uper Eagles handlers 

Sh a v e  h a n d e d 
invitations to Lorient 

Nigerian pair,  Innocent 
Bonke and Terem Moffi 
ahead of  the f r iendl ies 
against Mexico and Ecuador.

The call-ups are coming 
on the back of  the withdrawal 
of  goalkeeper,  Maduka 
Okoye, Sadiq Umar and 
Emmanuel Dennis.

Okoye, who is reportedly 
nursing a shoulder injury has 
been replaced by Hapoel 
Je r u s a l e m  g o a l k e e p e r, 
Adebayo Adeleye, while 
Umar and Dennis have been 
replaced by Bonke and Moffi.

Moffi last received a call-
up under Gernot Rohr while 
Bonke played against Ghana 
at the 2022 World Cup 
qualifying first leg game in 

Kumasi.
Adeleye has been much 

talked-about but didn't get a 
chance until now. He's rated 
as one of  the best goalkeepers 
in Israel and one of  Nigeria's 
f ines t  shot  s toppers  in 
Europe.

O j o  O l o r u n l e k e  o f  
Eny imba  and  Adewa le 
Adeyinka of  Akwa United 
are the other goalkeepers in 
camp for the friendlies.

eal Madrid remain RE u r o p e ' s  m o s t 
valuable football 

c lub  desp i t e  the  eve r -
increasing dominance of  the 
English Premier League, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e p o r t 
published Thursday by 
a n a l y s t s  F o o t b a l l 
Benchmark. 

T h e  r e p o r t  r a n k s 
Europe's 32 most prominent 
clubs, calculating their value 
based  on  the i r  annua l 
financial statements and 
assessing squad values. 

R e a l ,  w h o  f a c e 
Liverpool in Saturday's 
Champions League final, 
came out on top for the 
fourth consecutive year of  
the report, with a valuation 
of  3.184 billion Euros ($3.4 
billion). 

That is still short of  their 
valuation in 2020, just before 

the pandemic, of  nearly 3.5 
billion Euros, although the 
report points out that they 
were one of  few clubs to 
register a net profit in both 
seasons impacted by the 
pandemic.

“Rea l  Madr id  have 
extended their lead at the top 
due to continuous sporting 
and commercial success,” 
says the report's author, 
Andrea Sartori. 

It  said Real lost  84 
million Euros due to the 
a b s e n c e  o f  m a t c h d ay 
revenues with supporters 
s h u t  o u t  d u e  t o  t h e 
pandemic. 

However, Real “made 
t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e 
restrictions…accelerating 
works on the Bernabeu. It 
will be ready at the end of  
2022 or the beginning of  
2023 and will certainly give 

them a massive revenue 
boost and potentially a 
competitive advantage”. 

Manchester United (2.9 
billion Euros) and Barcelona 
(2.8 billion Euros) rounded 
out the podium, with Bayern 
M u n i c h  f o u r t h  a n d 
Liverpool fifth (2.556 billion 
Euros).

Of  the 32 most valuable 
clubs, only four (Ajax, 
Galatasaray, Porto and 
Benfica) are from outside the 
big five European leagues of  
England, Spain, Germany, 
Italy and France. 

Ten of  the top 32 are 
English, at a time when 
Premier League sides are 
dominating in Europe. 

“ W h a t  i s  p u s h i n g 
Eng l i sh  c lubs  towards 
increased continental glory 
is  their  success on the 
financial side,” the report 
acknowledges. 

“The Premier League's 
a g g r e g a t e  o p e r a t i n g 
revenues of  5.1 billion euros 
put them comfortably at the 
top,” while “what really sets 
them apar t  a re  h igh ly 
remunerative broadcasting 
agreements”. 

Paris Saint-Germain 
boast the highest overall 
growth in value over the 
seven years since the first 
Football Benchmark report, 
up 153 percent to now more 
than two billion euros. 

Above all, the report 
added, football is showing 
signs that the downturn 
caused by Covid is over.

“Last year's financial 
results still bear the negative 
impacts  of  COVID-19, 
whi le  the  pas t  severa l 
months reflect solid signs of  
football returning to normal, 
most notably with crowds 
back in stadia and with 
continued robust demand 
f r o m  s p o n s o r s  a n d 
investors.” 

2018.
H e  m a d e  j u s t  t w o 

appearances for the Old 
Trafford club: his debut came 
against Derby in the EFL Cup 
i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8 ,  a 
substitute for Juan Mata after 

“I could never turn down 
the opportunity to join the 
biggest club in the world and I 
am so grateful for the lessons 
learned and the friends I have 
gained.”

“The oppor tuni ty  to 
challenge, set standards and 
ultimately learn from some 
truly exceptional players and 
staff  has been invaluable.

“I have been extremely 
lucky  to  p lay  for  some 
a m a z i n g  c l u b s ,  D e r b y 
County, Oldham Athletic, 
S h e f f i e l d  We d n e s d a y, 
Burnley, Stoke City and now 
to finish top of  the pack – 
Manchester United.

G r a n t ,  w h o  h a d 
previously made over 500 
appearances  for  Derby, 
S h e f f i e l d  We d n e s d a y, 
Burnley, Stoke and others, 
signed for United as an 
undercover goalkeeper in 

“There have been so many 
fun moments mixed with the 
occasional challenge, but I am 
grateful for each and every 
one of  them.

'Achieving my childhood 
d r e a m  o f  p l a y i n g  f o r 
Manchester  United was 
something I thought was out 
of  my reach, so to have 
achieved it fills me with great 
pride and excitement!

“Even though I haven't 
played that many games in the 
last four years, I've given my 
all for the group every day on 
the training ground and in the 
dressing room.

Man Utd keeper, Lee Grant announces his retirement

Bassey set to reunite with former
coach, Gerrard

Real Madrid remain Europe's most
valuable club – Report

Portugal approves Abramovich's Chelsea
sale to Todd Boehly consortium

International friendlies:
Moffi, Bonke, Adeleye
get late Eagles call up

Moffi

Bassey

Grant
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eal Madrid attacker, RVinicius Junior has 
c h a l l e n g e d 

Liverpool to file out with 
t h e i r  f u l l - s t r e n g t h  i n 
Sa turday ' s  Champions 
League final.

Fabinho and Thiago 
Alcantara are both injury 
doubts.

“Hopefully they play 

rsenal legend, Ian 

AWright, has told 
Chelsea to buy a 

r e p lacement  fo r  the i r 
injury-prone midfielder, 

aris Saint-Germain Pwil l  play three J-
League teams on a 

tour of  Japan this summer, 
the French champions said 
on Thursday, as they court an 
Asian audience with Kylian 
Mbappe still in tow.

PSG will play Kawasaki 
Frontale, who have won the 

J-League four times in the 
past five years, at Tokyo's 
Olympic stadium on July 20 
before taking on Urawa Reds 
in Saitama three days later.

They will round off  the 
tour against Gamba Osaka in 
Osaka on July 25.

The French club will also 
hold open training sessions in 
Tokyo and Osaka, allowing 
the players to “interact with 

fans and discover Japanese 
culture”.

It will be PSG's first tour 
of  the country since 1995.

“This is a very special 
moment for the club to 
announce its summer tour in 
Ja p a n ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e 
announcement of  Kylian 
M b a p p e  t o  r e n e w  h i s 
contract with Paris Saint-
Germain, I think it shows the 
ambition of  the club,” said 
Sebastien Wasels, PSG's 
As ia  Pac i f i c  managing 
director.

“Japan has always been 
ve r y  c e n t r a l  i n  P S G ' s 
strategy,” he added.

The 23-year-old attacker 
Mbappe chose to sign a new 
three-year contract at PSG 
last weekend rather than join 
Real Madrid.

N'Golo Kante, this summer.
Kante has produced 

n u m e r o u s  f i r s t - c l a s s 
performances for Chelsea 
since moving to Stamford 

Bridge from Leicester City 
in 2016.

The France World Cup 
winner missed 16 games in 
the 2021-21 season due to 
various injuries (groin, 
knee, and unknown) and 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus).

But Wright believes 
that  Chelsea needs to 
replace the injury-prone star 
sooner rather than later, 
adding that their form as a 
team has dropped.

Speaking to Premier 
League Productions (via 
The Express), Wright said: 
“What is going to happen 
with Chelsea next season? 
Without an owner who 
used to just write off  £100 
million every year. Is the 

new owner (Todd Boehly) 
going to be able to do that? 
Because that is how they 
have been able to do what 
they have been doing.”

He added: “How is that 
going to happen now? They 
need defenders, they are 
going to need defenders. 
Kante's starting to get a little 
bit of  injuries, so they are 
going to need to replace 
him. What is happening 
with [Romelu] Lukaku?”

“It's just crazy what is 
happening at Chelsea. I 
can't really put my finger on 
it deep down. But form's 
gone, you see some of  the 
games they have had, they 
have been so poor in the 
games.”

with all of  them,” said Vini 
Jr when asked if  Liverpool 
were overplaying their injury 
problems. “We want an 
amazing match between two 
teams with all their players. 
With 100% concentration. 
And both fighting for the 
most important thing, which 
is the Champions League.”

While  Vinicius  has 

admitted to watching 'a lot' 
of  Liverpool games this 
season, this hasn't stopped 
him from believing that if  
Madrid can 'match' their 
opponents across the pitch.

He said: “Yes, we watch 
a lot of  Liverpool games. 
They are a great team with a 
lot of  strength and a lot of  
intensity. If  we match that 

against them… we will win 
for sure.”

The 21-year-old added, 
“Now we have the match 
every player wants to play. 
We have the privilege that 
almost all the players here 
have played in many finals 
and that's reassuring for us. 
Hopefully it will be a great 
game.”

he proposed June 5 Tinternational friendly 
between Canada and 

Iran will no longer hold.
Canada Soccer cancelled 

the friendly in the face of  
growing criticism.

I n  a  o n e - p a r a g r a p h 

statement, the governing body 
gave  no  reason  fo r  the 
cancellation of  the scheduled 
June 5 game at B.C. Place 
Stadium in Vancouver.

But the idea of  hosting the 
Iranian team, ranked 21st in 
the world, has drawn fire since 
it was first announced.

Of  concern is whether 
Canada should be hosting 

Iran given the Canadians who 
died on Ukraine International 
Airlines Flight 752 when it 
was shot down on Jan. 8, 
2020, minutes after taking off  
from Tehran, by an Iranian 
surface-to-air missile. The 
Canadian government says 55 
Canadian citizens and 30 
permanent residents were 
among the 176 people killed.

Prime Minister Justin 
Tr udeau sa id  the  game 
“wasn't a very good idea,” 
pointing the finger at Canada 
Soccer. Conservative MPs 
added their voice to the 
protest on Wednesday.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e 
Association of  Families of  
Flight PS752 Victims called 
for Canada Soccer “to cancel 
the game immediately.”

Armenia
12:00 Alashkert - Pyunik Yerevan--- X2
17:00 Ararat Yerevan - Ararat-Armenia-
-- 1

Latvia
12:00 Tukums 2000 2 - Riga FC 2-- 2

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
17:30 Gradina Srebrenik - HNK Orasje 
1
17:30 GOSK Gabela – Banovici--- 
HWEH

17:00 Modrica – Slavija—Ov. 2.5

Brazil 
21:30 Goias – Bragantino—Under 3.5
23:00 Corinthians - America MG-- 1
00:00 Sao Paulo – Ceara--- 1X
00:00 Remo - Floresta EC—Under 2.5

Others
17:30 Jaro – TPS--- Ov 1.5
15:00Spaeri – Shukura--- X2

Betting tips for the weekend

...Bet responsibly

UCL final: Vinicius Jr dares Liverpool

EPL: Chelsea advised to buy N'Golo Kante's
replacement

Mbappe's PSG to play
three games in Japan in
July

Canada cancels friendly match
with Iran

Kante

Vinicius

Alphonso Davies celebrate with his Canadian teammates


