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News

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment, on Friday, 
flags off  Informa-

tion Communication/Tech-
nology (ICT), training for 
Civil Servants in the state.

News Echo gathered that 
the beneficiaries are infor-
mation desk officers in all 
the 21 local government 
area of  the state under the 
State Ministry of  Youth De-
velopment.

Flagging off  the pro-
gramme in Awka, the State 
Commissioner for Youth 
Development, Mr. Patrick 
Agha-Mba, said the trainees 
would be well trained, ex-
amined and certified at the 

Anambra Govt flags off ICT training
for civil servants 

end of  the ten days training.
According to the Com-

missioner, ;We are today 
6th May, 2022 flagging off  
a systematic process that 
will train Staff  of  Minis-
try of  Youth Development 
in the vast advantages of  
information and commu-
nication technology. This 
programme will readily pre-
pare Staff  in a very special 
way, to positively attune to 
Mr. Governor, Prof. Chuk-
wuma Soludo’s policy of  
digitalization and globali-
zation of  Anambra State, 
to transform it into a smart 
mega city and evolve a liv-
able and prosperous home-
land. This ICT Programme 
will expose the Staff, Youth 
Desk Officers, Heads of  

Department and Princi-
pal Officers across the 21 
LGAs in the state, to the 
vast knowledge and advan-
tages of  ICT application in 
the daily work and duties of  
government. However, as 
one of  the policy strategy, 
community based driving, 
in handling youth develop-
ment programmes, there-
fore, huge responsibilities 
will now be placed on the 
shoulder of  our local gov-
ernment desk officer.

While trusting that the In-
structor Pa Cent Technolo-
gies Ltd, as a facilitating in-
stitution will give our Staff  
the best, I implore every 
participant to make the best 
use of  this training to give 
the Ministry the best, Agha-

ICPSP signs MoU with Imo NAWOJ

From Nneoma Ahukanna

A 
memoranda of  un-
derstanding MoU, 
has been signed be-

tween Imo chapter of  the Ni-
geria Association of  women 
Journalists NAWOJ, and the 
Institute of  Corporate and 
Public Sector Professionals 
ICPSP, to build capacity and 
enhance professional devel-
opment of  women Journal-
ists in the state.
A conferment of  honor-
ary fellowship on the Imo 
NAWOJ Chairperson, Dr. 
Mrs Dorothy Nnaji was also 
performed at the occasion 
which was at the NUJ Secre-
tariate and witnessed by the 
Chairman, Nigeria Union of  
Journalists, Imo state, Chief  
Chris Akaraonye.
Speaking at the occasion,the 
Imo NUJ Boss, Chief  Chris 
Akaraonye noted that the 
only way to ensure the pro-
gress of  members of  any or-
ganization was through effec-
tive partnerships that would 
impact massively on their 
professional development en-
abling them compare favour-

ably with their counterparts 
across the globe.
Akaraonye expressed satis-
faction with the partnership 
established between the Insti-
tute of  Corporate and Pub-
lic Sector Professionals and 
NAWOJ, as he indicated in-
terest to extend same to the 
general body of  journalists in 
the state.
He appreciated the ICP-
SP for the partnership and 
commended Dr. Nnaji for 
her visionary and proactive 
leadership, adding that the 
MoU which had been signed 
was the start of  a landmark 
achievement.
In her remarks the Imo 
NAWOJ Chairperson Dr. 
Nnaji, enthusiastically stated 
the association’s readiness to 
collaborate with the Institute 
in its programmes.
She noted that having heard 
good things about them from 
counterparts outside the state, 
she was optimistic that Imo 
NAWOJ would also benefit 
greatly from the new part-
nership, promising to work 
together in harmony and un-
derstanding to foster a long 

lasting relationship.
“ We will work in accordance 
and adhere to the MoU,while 
we hope that the same will 
be accorded to us. We look 
forward to attending your 
seminars especially those that 
have to do with crossing the 
shores of  the country. Thank 
you very much.We also want 
to assure you that we will help 
sell the tenets of  this Institute 
to Imo people after we have 
reaped once and twice from 
it.”
In an address, the President 
of  ICPSP, Dr. Folashade 
Airebamien, represented 
by Mr. John Chima, said 
the mandate of  the institute 
was to support professionals 
whose daily efforts impact 
people’s lives and the society 
at large, and bring out the best 
in them.
He categorically stated that 
ICPSP as a career building 
institute is happy to enter into 
an agreement with NAWOJ 
through an MoU following 
laid down guidelines to build 
the capacity and enhance pro-
fessional development of  the 
women journalists.

NSCDC arrests two suspected oil thieves in Port Harcourt

FACT CHECK: Did Soludo say Peter Obi’s
investment in SABMiller is worth $100m?

O
n April 29, a Twitter 
user @RealOlaudah 
shared a post which 

claimed Charles Soludo, 
governor of  Anambra, said 
Peter Obi, a former gover-
nor of  the state, invested $20 
million in SABMiller Plc, 
now AB InBev, on behalf  of  
the state and the investment 
is now worth $100 million.

The tweet, which did not 
state the source of  the infor-
mation, has amassed over 
3,300 retweets, 216 com-
ments and 7,800 likes. Oth-
er Twitter users have also 
circulated the post.

The post, which was also 
widely shared on Facebook, 
reads: “Gov Soludo an-
nounced today that the $20 
million Peter Obi invested 
on behalf  of   Anambra State 
in Sabmiller Group is worth 
$100 million today. As a re-
sult of  this, Anambra State 
owns the highest shares in 
the global company. The 
State was number 15 at the 
time of  investment.”

Reactions to the claim
The tweets generated an 

array of  reactions from so-
cial media users who either 
downplayed or believed the 
claim. 

Commenting on the post, 
Tokunbo Adesina, a finan-
cial market analyst at Quan-
tum Economics, said, “fore-
sight and character.”

However, another user @
tobybasten shrugged off  the 
claim, saying the state can-
not be the largest sharehold-
er in the company.

 How true is the claim?
SABMiller Plc was a 

South African multination-
al brewing and beverage 
company headquartered in 
Woking, England on the 
outskirts of  London until 
2016 when it was acquired 
by Anheuser-Busch InBev.  

Its Nigerian businesses 
include Pabod Breweries 
Ltd (PBL) in Port Harcourt, 
Intafact Beverages Ltd in 
Onitsha. Anambra state, 
among others. 

The claim, which was at-
tributed to Soludo, might 
have been extracted from an 
interview Peter Obi granted 
on August 27, 2018.

“Tomorrow they are com-
missioning Sagamu build-
ing – the biggest brewery in 
Africa. Anambra state is the 
single-highest shareholder 
in that facility. I invested 
in it over $20 million. It is 
almost worth $100 today,” 
Obi said in the interview.

In a statement, Christian 
Aburime, chief  press sec-
retary to Soludo, said the 
statement attributed to the 
governor is false.

“The above news trend-
ing online in some social 
media handles, alleging that 

Mba added.
The Managing Director 

of  Pa Cent Technologies 
LTD and the training in-
structor, Dr. Ikechukwu 
Umeh, on his speech, said 
the training will enable the 
officers to be acquainted to 
the modern means of  com-
munication.

The Acting Director in 
the Ministry, Mrs. Chitoo 
Ogili, enjoined the trainees 
to use the opportunity of-
fered by the government to 
lift themselves out of  ana-
logue to digital World.

She encouraged them to 
take the training seriously as 
a stepping stone for greater 

future exploits, adding that 
God created every human 
with potentials that could be 
utilized to achieve set goals.

One of  the trainees: Obin-
wa Chika, commended the 
state government for consid-
ering them worthy to benefit 
from the ICT training pro-
gramme.

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

T
wo people suspected 
to be connected with 
diversion and deal-

ing in petroleum products 
without appropriate licence 
have been arrested. They 
were arrested by Rivers 
State Command of  Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps. The state Comman-
dant of  the NSCDC, Abu 
Abdu-Tambuwal who con-
firmed the arrest also re-
vealed that the NSCDC also 
took delivery of  seventeen 

Anambra state governor, 
Prof  Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo announced today; 
29-04-2022, that the 20 mil-
lion dollars which former 
governor of  Anambra state, 
Mr Peter Obi invested on 
behalf  of  Anambra state 
in Sabmiller Group is now 
worth 100 million dollars,” 
he said.

“The writer further 
claimed that from today; 
29-04-2022, Anambra State 
now owns the highest share 
in the global company. 

This is to notify the public 
that the statement allegedly 
credited to Professor Chuk-
wuma Charles Soludo is 
completely false.

 The governor never made 
or issued any statement to 
that effect.

“It is untrue and should 
be completely disregarded.”

To get further clarification 
on the matter, TheCable 
reached out to Aburime and 
he reiterated that the viral 
claim is false. He assured 
that the state would “issue 
a statement to tell Anam-
bra people and Nigerians 
the true state of  that invest-
ment.” 

VERDICT 
The claim attributed to 

Soludo is false

Culled from The Cable

suspects and six wooden 
Boats intercepted and ar-
rested by Nigerian Navy on 
waterways for oil bunkering 
activities during routine pa-
trols. 

According to a statement 
by NSCD Public Relations 
Officer, Olufemi Ayodele, 
Abdu-Tambuwal decried 
the defiant behaviour of  in-
dividuals dealing illegally 
in petroleum products and 
sabotaging the nation’s econ-
omy which contravenes the 
constitution. The statement 
revealed that the arrest was 
possible due to the sustained 

2023: Age not a hindrance on my ability
to serve in Senate - Dozie Nwankwo
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A 
member Represent-
ing Njikoka/ Anao-
cha and Dunukofia 

Federal Constituency in 
House of  Representatives 
and Senatorial aspirant for 
Anambra Central, Hon. 
Dozie Ferdinand Nwank-
wo has disproved notions 
that his young age would be 
a barrier to his performance 
if  elected to represent his 
people at the Red Chamber 
in the 2023 general elec-
tion.

Speaking to Journalists, 
in Onitsha, Anambra State, 
on Saturday, the seating 

lawmaker urged the people 
to look beyond his age and 
focus on the dividend of  de-
mocracy he would bring to 
his Constituency when he 
gets to the Senate. 

Nwankwo boldly stated 
that he is not going to Sen-
ate to learn legislative duty 
but to expand his vision for 
his Constituency and con-
tinue the good work he has 
been doing for his people as 
an experienced lawmaker.

”Constitutionally, I am 
qualified. I am a ranking 
lawmaker. I know all the in-
tricacies and I have brought 
good things to my people in 
the little opportunity I was 
given. As for competency, 

I have it, for experience, I 
have it. For capability, I am 
capable. So, what else?

 “That I am too young 
doesn’t mean that if  I go 
to Senate, I would not rep-
resent my people well and 
get their fair share. No, it 
is a wrong perception. Is it 
when you bring an old man 
to represent you at the Sen-
ate he would represent well? 
No, youths are the leaders 
of  tomorrow and I strongly 
believed that if  my people 
support me and give me 
mandate, I would do more 
work for them more than I 
have done, Hon. Nwankwo 
declared.

... Confers honorary fellowship on Dr. Mrs Nnaji

Intelligence which revealed 
that group of  oil dealers were 
transporting petroleum prod-
ucts through border states to 
neighbouring countries. He 
gave the names of  the two 
suspects as Nwachi Emma-
nuel and Chukwudi Obi.

The statement also re-
vealed that the truck took off  
from Conoil Depot at Ibeto 
road in Port Harcourt where 
they claimed to have loaded 
the product. The NSCDC 
boss said investigation is cur-
rently ongoing and at its ex-
piration, the suspects would 
be charged to Court.



News Feature

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
popular aspirant for 2023 
Abia State governorship 
election under the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 

(PDP) Ncheta Omerekpe has ac-
cused the Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu led 
administration of  squandering $ 300 
million dollars loan from African 
Development Bank (AFDB).

The renowned businessman, phi-
lanthropist and founder of  Ncheta 
Omerekpe Foundation made the 
accusation when he visited Ndoki 
communities in Ukwa East Local 
Government Area for consultation 
as the governorship primaries ap-
proaches.

Omerekpe also alleged that Ik-
peazu’s administration also stopped 
his foreign partners from investing  a 
wooping $2 billion (two billion dol-
lars) into Abia agricultural industry 
because the government wanted to 
take a brine of  $200 million which is 
10% of  the investment. 

He warned the Ndoki communi-
ties that the alleged person whom 
the media has been reporting that 
the Governor is supporting to re-
place him is all deceit, stressing that 
the Governor had secretly anoint-
ed a certain construction Engineer 
from Osisioma Ngwa Local Gov-
ernment Area who is already pre-
paring to take over. 

Omerekpe who was brandishing 
what he termed as documented evi-
dences of  his claims in the video that 
went viral asked anyone in doubt to 
ask Governor Ikpeazu why he has 
done nothing about an alleged N6.1 
billion paid to the said construc-
tion Engineer on road construction 
which he has not put into any use. 

He said, “There’s a man in Osi-
sioma I don’t want to mention his 
name, but the Governor is sponsor-
ing him. If  he is not sponsoring him, 
ask him why in the last six months, 
he has been paid N6.1 billion to 
construct roads in Abia where are 
the roads?

“You must open your eyes. The 
man they’re fronting is just the mir-
ror. The real game a the man he’s 
giving his money in construction. 
Now, I have documented evidences 
of  what I’m saying. 

“Abia State Governor and gov-
ernment ran to me when when they  
found it difficult to help them secure 
a loan from the African Develop-
ment Bank which I did and secured 
a loans of  $300 million last year. 
Where’s the money and where is the 
road? 

“African Development Bank and 
Dutch Africa, they’re my partner. 
We came to Abia State last year to 
invest $2 billion dollars in Agricul-
ture. The whitemen that came with 
me stayed at Ndoki and we came to 
take soil samples including that of  
the blue river. 

“This blue river you see here is the 

Guber aspirant accuses Ikpeazu of
squandering $300m AfDB loan

very best in Africa. This river was to 
turn Ndoki to Dubai, but this same 
people that are fronting someone 
as the Governor demanded 10% of  
that money which is $200 million. 
The whitemen got angry and left. 
This is the document. 

“You can go through it and see 
even the ones the Governor signed 
by himself. We were to provide 
150,000 jobs for Abia youths in the 
first one year and 150,000 jobs for 
the youths in the second year. Ukwa 
was to give 50, 000 youths but they 
killed it last year.”

The Chief  Press Secretary to 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu in swift 
reaction described Omerekpe’s 
statements as very ridiculous, irre-
sponsible and extremely outland-
ish  assertions against the person of  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu and his 
administration.

Ememanka said that electioneer-
ing periods are synonymous with 
all manner of  idle talks and that Mr 
Omerekpe has clearly set a new re-
cord in the manufacture of  a special 
brand of  “tales by moonlight” clear-
ly inspired by electoral confusion.

Ikpeazu’s CPS said that Omerek-
pe’s claims that he secured a loan of  
&300 Million from the AFDB for 

Governor Ikpeazu       Ncheta Omerekpe

the State, after the Governor ran to 
him for help is the most nonsensical 
statement anyone can make.

He said that any person who un-
derstands the workings of  an Inter-
national Financing Development 
Partner like the AFDB will find 
Omerekpe’s claims laughable and a 
joke taken too far. 

Ememanka said that the Abia 
State Government has not ac-
cessed any loan of  $300 Million or 
any amount whatsoever from the 
AFDB. Mr Omerekpe also claimed 
in the same video that he facilitated 
another investment from the same 
African Development Bank in the 
area of  Agriculture to the tune of  
about 2 Billion Dollars for the State 
Government but that the invest-
ment was frustrated because some 
officials of  the State Government 
demanded a bribe of  200 Million 
Dollars from the investor. He said 
that Omerekpe’s claims that Abia 
government wanted bribe of  $200 
Million which he said is about 75% 
of  the current budget of  the state 
shows that he might be under some 
sort of  influence when he made the 
comment.

“Let it be made clear that Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu will pursue this 

issue before a Court of  Law and put 
Mr. Omerekpe to the strictest proof  
of  his wild claims.  “Omerekpe can-
not malign the integrity of  the Gov-
ernor of  Abia State, tell wicked lies 
against him of  such magnitude and 
walk away freely. Omerekpe will 
definitely hear from the Governor’s 
lawyers very soon. “If  this is how 
Omerekpe thinks is best to pursue 
his gubernatorial dreams, then it is 
clear that he was never serious from 
the first day. Delegates of  the PDP 
will expect him to explain to them 
what he seeks to achieve by making 
such malicious and false assertions 
against the Governor of  Abia State.”

News Echo reports that barely few 
hours after Sir Onyebuchi Ememan-
ka replied the accusation Omerekpe 
made against his boss, the aspirant 
flooded the social media with docu-
ments he said are evidences of  what 
he was talking about.

Elder Nnamdi Okogbuo, Direc-
tor General, Ncheta Omerekpe 
Campaign Organisation who up-
loaded the documents said that it is 
unfortunate that Ikpeazu’s CPS is 
not even aware of  what his boss is 
doing. “One would have expected 
Ememanka to have audience with 
the Governor as to know the facts 
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of  the matter and avoid his deceitful 
grammatical semantics. Our hap-
piness is that Abians cannot be de-
ceived again in the name of  politics. 
“For the avoidance of  doubt, Chief  
Ncheta Elvis Omerekpe came into 
the picture of  African Development 
Bank Loan (AFDB), when it was 
alleged that Dr. Alex Otti blocked 
access to the loan. 

“Hence, his company was con-
sulted for intervention as a consult-
ant, Pro Bono and he defended the 
loan before the Senate Committee 
on Local and Foreign loans, head-
ed by Distinguished Senator, Shehu 
Sani during the 8th Senate.”The fol-
lowing people are alive and accom-
panied Chief  Omerekpe before the 
Senate Committee. They are: - Sen. 
T A Orji, Sen. Enyi Abaribe, Obin-
na Oriaku, Barr. Bob Ogu, Hon. 
Darlington Nwokocha, among oth-
ers.  “The question is; did Onyebu-
chi Ememanka sight the documents 
and did he ask questions before 
going public to disgrace his office? 
Does it not tell Abians there is a dis-
connect from the government he is 
serving?

Any further insult on Chief  
Omerekpe, we may be forced to re-
lease more documents.”

...Says govt stopped $2b agric investment because of  10% demand

...Ikpeazu denies allegations, vows to take legal actions
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Editorial

ust last weekend, the entire nation 

Jwas met with dissatisfactory notice 
by Airline Operators of Nigeria 

(AON) to shut down flight operations in 
the country by Monday, May 9, 2022 due 
to the unbearable high cost of aviation 
fuel (JetA1) from N190 to N700 per liter.

The Airline Operators stated this in 
a  l e t t e r  i t s  P r e s i d e n t ,  A l h a j i 
Abdulmunaf Yunusa Sarina, sent to the 
Minister of Aviation, Senator Hadi 
Sirika.

Sarina's position was endorsed by 
the chief executives of all the domestic 
airlines.

The letter read: “It is with a great 
sense of responsibility and patriotism 
that the Airline Operators of Nigeria 
(AON) have carried on deploying and 
subsidizing their services to our highly 
esteemed Nigerian flying public in the 
last four months despite the steady and 
astronomical hike in the price of JetA1 
and other operating costs.

“Overtime, aviation fuel price 
(JetA1) has risen from N190 per litre to 
N700 currently. No airline in the world 
can absorb this kind of sudden shock 
from such an astronomical rise over a 
short period.

“While aviation fuel worldwide is 
said to cost about 40% of an airline's 
operating cost globally, the present hike 
has shut up Nigeria's operating cost to 
about 95%.

“In the face of this, airlines have 
engaged the Federal Government, the 
National Assembly, NNPC and Oil 
Marketers with the view to bringing the 
cost of JetA1 down which has currently 
made the unit cost per seat for a one hour 
flight in Nigeria today to an average of 
N120,000.

“The latter cannot be fully passed to 
p a s s e n g e r s  w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y 
experiencing a lot of difficulties.

“While AON appreciates the efforts 
of the current government under the 
leadership of President Muhammadu 
Buhari to ensure air transport in Nigeria 
grows, unfortunately, the cost of 
aviation fuel has continued to rise 
unabated thereby creating huge pressure 
on the sustainability of operations and 
financial viability of the airlines. This is 
unsustainable and the airlines can no 
longer absorb the pressure.

“To this end therefore, the Airline 
Operators of Nigeria (AON) hereby 

wishes to regrettably inform the general 
public that member airlines will 
discontinue operations nationwide with 
effect from Monday May 9, 2022 until 
further notice.

“AON uses this medium to humbly 
state that we regret any inconveniences 
this very difficult decision might cause 
and appeal to travelers to kindly 
reconsider their travel itinerary and 
make alternative arrangements.”

It is indeed sad that this worrisome 
development in Nigeria, which is a 
major producer of oil, is another very 
sad commentary on the unpardonable 
failure, corruption, incompetence, 
negative policies and lack of capacity of 
the All Progressives Congress (APC)-
led administration to effectively manage 
our national economy, the minority 
leader said.

It is instructive to note that the 
aviation sector is no longer an exclusive 
reserve of the elite, but plays central role 
in the movement of  personnel and 
equipment that drive and sustain 
services and operations which benefit 
t h e  m a s s e s  i n  h e a l t h c a r e , 
manufacturing,  education,  food 
production, telecommunication, 
retai l ing,  banking and f inance, 
hospitality, entertainment, power, 
security and other key sectors.

A shutdown of the aviation sector 
will therefore cripple millions of 
businesses as well as economic and 
c o m m e r c i a l  a c t iv i t i e s  t h e r e by 
increasing unemployment, worsen the 
economic hardship, put pressure on our 
already ailing roads and exacerbate 
insecurity in our country.

President Buhari, should critically 
address the crisis in the petroleum 
industry by reviewing the counter-
productive policies and curbing the 
corruption in his administration so as to 
save our national economy from 
collapse under his watch.

Moreover, he said the situation is a 
huge threat to the nation's national 
integrity as it will erode the confidence 
of the International Community and 
foreign investors in Nigeria thereby 
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  m ove m e n t  o f 
investments to neighboring countries.

We therefore applaud the Airline 
operators for considering the plight of 
many Nigerians in withdrawing the 
proposed strike of operations.

Withdrawal of
planned Airline
operations shutdown
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Opinion

By Ikechukwu Nnochiri

T
he Supreme Court, 
last Friday stopped 
the Federal Govern-
ment from ceding 17 
disputed oil wells to 

Imo State.
The apex court, in a unanimous 

decision by a seven-man panel of  
Justices led by Justice Olukayo-
de Ariwoola, partly resolved the 
ownership dispute of  the oil wells 
in favour of  Rivers State, even as 
it dismissed a counter-claim that 
was filed by Imo state. It held that 
the oil wells located within Akri 
and Mbede communities, belong 
to Rivers state, same being within 
its territory.

It further held that the correct 
instrument, maps, and docu-
ments relied on in determining 
the boundary, were those used 
by the Rivers State government 
in delineating the boundary line 
between both states.

According to the apex court, a 
map of  Rivers state adduced be-
fore it, which showed the bound-
ary line between the state and 
Imo State, represented the correct 
boundary between the two states.

However, the court declined to 
award the sum of  N500million to 
Rivers state, to cover the cost it in-
curred while litigating the matter.

Likewise, it rejected prayer 
by Rivers state for the Account-
ant-General of  the Federation, 
AGF, to be directed to calculate 
and refund to it, all revenue that 
were wrongly paid to Imo State 

Supreme Court decision:
Imo loses 17 oil wells to Rivers

in respect of  the disputed oil 
wells.

Specifically, the apex court, 
granted reliefs 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8, 
in favour of  Rivers State, while it 
refused reliefs 2, 7 and 10 in the 
suit.

Rivers state had through its 
counsel, Mr. Joseph Daudu, 
SAN, insisted that historical evi-
dence from 1927, showed that the 
oil wells in dispute belong to it.

Daudu drew the attention of  
the Supreme Court to a boundary 
adjustment paper of  1976, where-
in he maintained that Ndoni and 
Egbema were confirmed to be-
long to Rivers state.

He argued that the apex court 
had the original jurisdiction to 
not only entertain the case, but to 
conveniently use all available his-
torical documents, even from the 
colonial era, to determine the real 
owners of  the oil wells.

On the other hand, Imo state, 
through its own lawyer, Mr. Olu-
sola Oke, SAN, urged the apex 
court to dismiss the suit for want 
of  competence.

Oke argued that Rivers state 
ought to have filed the matter at 
the Federal High Court to enable 
both parties to adduce both oral 
and documentary evidence from 
indigenes of  where the disputed 
oil wells are located.

Similarly, counsel to the Attor-
ney-General of  the Federation 
AGF, Dr. Remi Olatubora, SAN, 
aligned himself  with the position 
of  Imo state and urged the apex 
court to dismiss the suit.

AGF’s lawyer insisted that wit-
nesses, including officials of  the 
National Boundary Commission, 
NBC, Surveyor General of  the 
Federation, SGF, and indigenes 
of  the disputed areas, ought to 
be heard before the court could 
be able to make appreciable and 
acceptable findings in the matter.

Although Olatubora claimed 
that the AGF was neutral in the 
case, he, however, argued that 
historical evidence must be con-
sidered alongside open court 
hearing, before the legal dispute 
could be settled.

Earlier in the proceedings, the 
Federal Government, in pro-
cesses it filed through the AGF, 
prayed the apex court to vacate an 
order of  injunction that stopped 
the process of  ceding the oil wells 
located at Akri and Mbede, to 
Imo state.

The court had in a chamber rul-
ing it delivered on July 14, 2021, 
ordered FG and its agencies to 
halt actions pertaining to alleged 
plan to cede the oil wells to Imo 
state, pending the determination 
of  the suit by Rivers state govern-
ment.

It restrained the AGF and the 
Attorney General of  Imo state 
from taking any further action on 
the ownership of  the disputed 17 
oil wells, pending resolution of  
legal issues surrounding its own-
ership.

It further barred the Revenue 
Mobilisation Allocation and the 
Fiscal Commission, RMAFC, 
and the office of  the Account-

ant General of  the Federation 
from approving, implementing, 
or giving effect in any manner 
to a letter from RMAFC office, 
with reference number RM-
C/O&G/47/1/264, dated July 
1, 2021, which canceled the equal 
sharing of  proceeds from the 17 
oil wells by Rivers and Imo states.

Rivers state had in its suit 
marked SC/1037/2020, sought 
a declaration that the boundary 
between it and Imo state, as de-
lineated on Nigeria administra-
tive map 10, 11 and 12 editions 
and other maps bearing similar 
delineations, were inaccurate, in-
correct and did not represent the 
legitimate and lawful boundaries 
between Rivers and Imo State.

The Plaintiff, sought a decla-
ration that as far as Nigeria’s ad-
ministrative map 10, 11 and 12 
editions and other maps bearing 
similar delineations, relate to the 
boundaries between Rivers and 
Imo, the said maps were unlawful 
and void, could not be relied on 
to determine the extent of  the ter-
ritorial governmental jurisdiction 
of  Rivers state and to determine 
the revenue accruing to Rivers 
state from the federation account, 
including the application of  the 
principle of  derivation and other 
revenue allocation principles as 
contained in the 1999 Constitu-
tion.

It applied for a declaration of  
the Supreme Court that the cor-
rect instrument maps and docu-
ments to be relied on in determin-
ing the boundary between Rivers 

and Imo State, were those used 
by the Plaintiff  in delineating the 
boundary line between Rivers 
and Imo state.

Besides, the Plaintiff, applied 
for a declaration that all the oil 
wells within Akri and Mbede 
communities were wrongly at-
tributed to Imo state and that 
they are all oil wells within the 
territory of  Rivers state.

It maintained that only Rivers 
State was entitled to receive the 
full allocation of  the distributa-
ble revenue from the oil wells on 
the basis of  the 1390 derivation 
as contained under section 162 
of  the 1999 constitution.

The Plaintiff, urged the court 
to issue an order of  mandatory 
injunction, directing the AGF to 
calculate, to its satisfaction, and 
refund to it, all revenue that have 
been wrongly attributed to or 
paid to Imo state on account of  
the limit or extent of  their territo-
ries, including earnings due to it 
from revenue derived from Akri 
and Mbede oil wells.

It wanted an order of  injunc-
tion directing the AGF to with-
draw from circulation, its ad-
ministrative map 10,11 and 12th 
editions and to refrain from rely-
ing on any of  the said maps for 
the purpose of  determining the 
boundary between Rivers and 
Imo state.

It also prayed for an order of  
mandatory injunction directing 
AGF to produce administrative 
map bearing the correct bounda-
ry between Rivers and Imo State.

By Chooks Oko

A
n epochal visit has 
just been round-
ed off. The visit 
of  President Mu-
hammadu Buhari 

to Ebonyi state. A visit that is as 
memorable as it is impactful. It 
was a fait accompli for the young 
state and the apogee of  a well laid 
package fitted neatly to precision.

From Akanu Ibiam airport 
to Uburu, from the Onueke air-
port site to the new government 
house, the visitors marveled at 
sheer engineering prowess en-
sconced in the array of  coura-
geous projects that certainly took 
some audacious guts to start, in 
the first place.

Commissioning the now King 
David Federal University of  
Medical Sciences, Uburu, the 
apparently overawed President 
enthused that the quality of  the 
project is quite glaring even to a 
non engineer like himself. Tru-

Buhari’s visit to Ebonyi State:
He came, he saw, he commissioned

ly, the project is mind blowing! 
What with a cancer centre, a 
kidney transplant centre, liver 
transplant centre, heart transplant 
centre and above all, a dialyzer 
production factory, the only such 
in black Africa. 

What is more, most of  the 
equipment are already in place 
while the remaining ones are in 
the high seas sailing majestically 
to base. The university is sure-
ly a task force against medical 
trips abroad, a sure precursor 
to medical tourism boom in the 
country. Its taken-over by the 
federal government is a laudable 
feat both for the governor and 
the president. The speed, quality 
and finesse deployed in the exe-
cution of  the project could have 
been compromised had it not 
had a direct supervision from the 
governor, a federal government 
contractor could have cut corners 
possibly rendering a less qualita-
tive project. It is thus a blessing 
to the nation that it is receiving a 

bespoke masterpiece.
The Muhammadu Buhari Air-

port was the next port of  call. 
With its longest and concrete run-

way almost completed, the air-
port will host a lot of  firsts in the 
aviation history of  the country. 
The presidential wing was com-
missioned amid fanfare while the 
other ongoing structures will en-
sure the President’s third visit to 
Ebonyi state, to commission the 
airport for full business.

The twin flyovers in Ebonyi are 
legendary studies in user friendly 
dynamics. They are wide, solid 
and beautiful, purpose built and 
futuristic. The president com-
missioned some to the elation of  
both the guests and visitors.

At St. Margaret Umahi interna-
tional market, the president was 
confronted with one of  the larg-
est markets in West Africa with 
super solid structures and a beevy 
of  grateful traders and buyers. 
This radiated in their smiles of  
satisfaction and waves of  love, a 
most touching sight!

Next was the virgin presidential 
lodge domiciled in the centenary 
city which the president commis-
sioned and moved in. A mere 
look at the building will trigger 
your relaxation senses, moving 
in will give you dreaming ideas, 
and lying down activates your 
rest nerves; the lodge is a befit-
ting stopover for presidents, only. 

Next to it is the new government 
house, lodge and Aisha Buhari 
Wife of  the Governor’s office 
which were all commissioned.

Rest over, the shopping mall, 
aptly referred to as the”Dubai” of  
Africa was the next port of  call. 
But the twin light tunnel flyovers 
named after the president had to 
be commissioned first. A most 
alluring sight to behold at night, 
nothing will suggest to you that 
you are in the heart of  Southern 
Nigeria. What with the adjoining 
exquisite shopping mall and the 
enchanting ecumenical centre all 
awash with lightings that force 
a serene ambience on even the 
most troubled spirit.

The icing on the cake was the 
new executive council chambers. 
Modeled after the United Na-
tions meeting chambers, the ed-
ifice is a wonder. Big, bold and 
beautiful, the building stands as 
one of  the most beautiful meet-
ing venues in the country. 

The president commissioned 
and commended, it was a satisfy-
ing trip for both the visitors and 
their hosts. Presidential spokes-
man, Femi Adesina sums up 
the visit thus” A splendid outing 
from a splendid Governor. See-
ing is really believing”.

Next was the virgin 
presidential lodge dom-
iciled in the centenary 
city which the presi-
dent commissioned and 
moved in. A mere look at 
the building will trigger 
your relaxation senses, 
moving in will give you 
dreaming ideas, and ly-
ing down activates your 
rest nerves; the lodge is 
a betting stopover for 
presidents, only. Next to 
it is the new government 
house, lodge and Aisha 
Buhari Wife of  the Gov-
ernor’s ofce which were 

all commissioned
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irline operators in the country 

Ahad intended strike action 
planned to begin from today 

(Monday), saying, the suspension was 
in their bid to protect passengers.

They said that the decision became 
imperative following the jump in the 
price of  aviation fuel, popularly called 
JetA1, from N190/litre to N700/litre.

The operators explained that the 
hike in the price of  aviation fuel, which 
t h e y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ t o t a l l y 
unsustainable” necessitated the need 
to suspend operations.

“Airlines are not on strike. We are 
private investors who do not run our 
airlines with public funds to be able to 
continue to pay upfront in cash at 
N700 per litre for JetA1 which has 
increased our cost on daily basis to 
a b o u t  9 5 % .  T h i s  i s  t o t a l l y 
unsustainable. And its consequences, 
if  allowed to stay, will be borne by the 
passengers; which is what we are 
trying to prevent,” the operators said.

The AON made the clarification in 
a statement jointly signed by its 
President, Abdulmunaf  Yunusa 
Sarina and seven other members 
including the Executive Director of  
Max Air, Alhaji Shehu Wada, and the 
Chairman of  United Nigeria Airlines, 
Dr. Obiora Okonkwo.

Others are the Chairman of  Air 
Peace, Barr. Allen Onyema; the CEO 
of  Arik Air, Capt. Roy Ilegbodu; the 
CEO of  Aero Contractors, Capt. 
Abdullahi Mahmood; the MD of  
A z m a n  A i r ,  A l h a j i  F a i s a l 
Abdulmunaf; and the Deputy CEO of  
Dana Air, Mr. Sukh Mann, stressed 
that it remained resolute on its decision 
to suspend operations.

The statement read, “In the light of  
frantic developments within the last 
twenty four hours since informing the 
general public of  our decision to 
suspend operations in response to the 
astronomic and continuously rising 
cost of  JetA1, the Airline Operators of  
Nigeria (AON) would like to state 
unequivocally that we stand firmly by 
our decision.

 “Airline operators are patriotic 
citizens and we are doing all we can to 
protect the flying public contrary to 
what some subjective schools of  
thought might suggest. This is a 
collective sacrifice for the common 
interest of  our nation.

“AON however  reg re t s  the 
unfortunate position taken by one of  
our members, Ibom Air, not to stand 
by the collective decision. While they 
may have their reasons for doing what 
they did, it is pertinent to note that they 
equally accepted in their statement 
that the JetA1 situation poses an 
“existential threat to the air transport 
industry in Nigeria” and that “the out-
o f - cont ro l  s i tua t ion  i s  s imply 
unsustainable.”

“May we use this medium to 
clearly state that; “Airlines are not on 
strike. We are private investors who do 
not run our airlines with public funds 
to be able to continue to pay upfront in 
cash at N700 per litre for JetA1which 
has increased our cost on daily basis to 
a b o u t  9 5 % .  T h i s  i s  t o t a l l y 

u n s u s t a i n a b l e .  A n d  i t s 
consequences, if  allowed to stay, will 
be borne by the passengers; which is 
what we are trying to prevent.

“To this end, therefore, we 
remain resolute in our resolve to find 
a lasting solution to this crucial 
problem of  national emergency and 
once again use this medium to 
appeal to the conscience of  our 
esteemed passengers for their 
understanding.”

The Airline Operators of  Nigeria 
(AON) had earlier announced plans 
to shut down operations from today 
(Monday).

This decision was due to the 
skyrocketing cost of  Aviation fuel, 
which has reached an all-time high 
of  N700 per litre.

The Airline Operators stated this 
in a letter its President, Alhaji 
Abdulmunaf  Yunusa Sarina, sent to 
the Minister of  Aviation, Senator 
Hadi Sirika.

 Sarina's position was endorsed 
by the chief  executives of  all the 
domestic airlines.

The letter read: “It is with a great 
s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
patriotism that the Airline Operators 
of  Nigeria (AON) have carried on 
deploying and subsidizing their 
services to our highly esteemed 
Nigerian flying public in the last four 
months despite the steady and 
astronomical hike in the price of  
JetA1 and other operating costs.

“Overtime, aviation fuel price 
(JetA1) has risen from N190 per litre 
to N700 currently. No airline in the 
world can absorb this kind of  sudden 
shock from such an astronomical rise 
over a short period.

“While aviation fuel worldwide 
is said to cost about 40% of  an 
airline's operating cost globally, the 
present hike has shut up Nigeria's 
operating cost to about 95%.

“In the face of  this, airlines have 
engaged the Federal Government, 
the National Assembly, NNPC and 
Oil Marketers with the view to 
bringing the cost of  JetA1 down 
which has currently made the unit 
cost per seat for a one hour flight in 
Nigeria today to an average of  
N120,000.

“The latter cannot be fully 
passed to passengers who are already 
experiencing a lot of  difficulties.

“While AON appreciates the 
efforts of  the current government 
under the leadership of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari to ensure air 
t r a n s p o r t  i n  N i ge r i a  g r ow s, 
unfortunately, the cost of  aviation 
fuel has continued to rise unabated 
thereby creating huge pressure on the 
sustainability of  operations and 
financial viability of  the airlines. 
This is unsustainable and the airlines 
can no longer absorb the pressure.

“To this end therefore, the 
Airline Operators of  Nigeria (AON) 
hereby wishes to regrettably inform 
the general public that member 
airlines will discontinue operations 
nationwide with effect from Monday 
May 9, 2022 until further notice.

“AON uses this medium to 
humbly state that we regret any 
inconveniences this very difficult 
decision might cause and appeal to 
travelers to kindly reconsider their 
travel itinerary and make alternative 
arrangements.”

Meanwhile, Ibom Airlines says it 
will not join the planned shutdown 
of  flights announced by the Airlines 
Operators of  Nigeria (AON).

The AON had on Friday said its 
members would suspend flight 
services on Monday due to the 
unbearable high cost of  aviation fuel 
(JetA1) and other associated costs.

But in a statement, Ibom Airlines 
said obligations to its customers, 
suppliers and staff, would not allow 
it participate in the shutdown.

“Apart from the above factors, 
Ibom Air is currently the only airline 
serving Akwa Ibom State directly 
and as such, any voluntary stoppage 
of  operations would completely cut 
off  access by air into and out of  the 
State,” the statement added.

“Such action would be directly in 
conflict with and detrimental to the 
interest of  our shareholder.”

The Ministry of  Aviation had on 
Saturday appealed to the local airline 
operators  to reconsider  their 
decision to suspend services.

See the full statement from the 
company below:

Ibom Airlines Limited (Ibom 
Air) has been inundated with 
inquiries about what will happen on 
Monday 09 May, 2022, following the 
public statement issued by the 
Airline Operators of  Nigeria (AON) 
Executive, on Friday 06 May, 2022 
and it has become necessary for us to 
make the following clarifications:

1. Ibom Air acknowledges the 
existential threat that these runaway 
fuel price increases pose for the air 
transport industry in Nigeria. We 
agree that this out-of-control 
situation is simply unsustainable. 
However, every airline has its unique 
business model and pressures. We 
believe that in spite of  the escalating 
fuel prices, airlines volunteering to 
stop operations would rather 
exacerbate an already bad situation.

2.  Ibom Air has f inancial 
obligations to suppliers, financiers 
and  s t a f f ,  wh ich  de pend  on 
uninterrupted flow of  revenue to 
service. More importantly is the fact 
that having been paid by customers 
in advance for flight bookings we are 
bound by contract to deliver the 
services already paid for, to avoid 
exposing the airline to the risk of  
avoidable litigation.

3. Apart from the above factors, 
Ibom Air is currently the only airline 
serving Akwa Ibom State directly 
and as such, any voluntary stoppage 
of  operations would completely cut 
off  access by air into and out of  the 
State. Such action would be directly 
in conflict with and detrimental to 
the interest of  our shareholder.

4. In view of  the foregoing facts, 
Ibom Air had respectfully disagreed 
with the decision of  AON to suspend 
flight operations on Monday 09 May 
2022. Ibom Air cannot in the 
circumstance volunteer to stop 
operating and will continue normal 
operations on Monday 09 May 2022 
and beyond. Ibom Air's inclusion as 
“signatory” to the statement released 
by AON must have derived from its 
active and committed membership 
of  the AON.

5. The above notwithstanding, 
we identify very strongly with our 
AON colleagues and will participate 
in every effort to resolve this 

frightening situation as soon as 
possible in the interest of  our 
business,  our  customers,  our 
stakeholders and our country.

6. We thank our customers for 
their continued patronage and we 
thank the AON for our collective 
efforts to secure a sustainable fuel 
pricing regime for the airlines

On the other hand, the Ministry 
of  Aviation has appealed to local 
airline operators in Nigeria to 
reconsider their decision to shut 
down operations over the rising cost 
of  aviation fuel.

T h i s  wa s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a 
statement issued by the Special 
Ass is tant  to  the  Honourable 
Minister on Public Affairs, James 
Odaudu, on Saturday. The ministry, 
which asked the airlines to consider 
the implications of  the planned 
action, said it is concerned about the 
rising cost of  aviation fuel.

“Unfortunately, the issue of  fuel 
supply is not within the purview of  
the Ministry and so the much it can 
do in the present situation is to 
engage with agencies, institutions 
and individuals in positions to 
provide succour to the airlines. This 
is already being done by the relevant 
team led by the  Honourable 
Minister,” it said.

“While the efforts to assuage the 
situation are on, we wish to appeal to 
the airline operators, even in the 
difficult situation, to consider the 
multiplier effect of  shutting down 
operations, on Nigerians and global 
travellers, in taking their business-
informed decisions and actions.”

I t  a l so  acknowledged  the 
importance of  the sector and that the 
“airline operators are in the business 
to make profits”, and reiterated the 
government's resolve to creating a 
c o n d u c i ve  e nv i r o n m e n t  f o r 
businesses.

“We also assure Nigerians, 

especially stakeholders in the sector, 

that the Buhari administration 

remains stoic in its commitment to 

the creation and sustenance of  an 

environment that promotes the 

growth of  the aviation industry 

where major players like the airlines 

can operate in a profitable and 

competitive market,” the statement 

read.

Airline operators suspend proposed
operations shutdown 
…Consider multiplier effects, FG appeals to airline operators 
By Bright Okereke



News  

By Alex Nnamdi Chukwu

O
ndo State Governor 
and Chairman of  the 
Southern Governors’ 
Forum on Friday lam-

basted the Governor of  the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria, Godwin 
Emefiele, for his brazen act of  
running for the 2023 Presidency 
whilst in office.

Akeredolu, a Senior Advocate 
of  Nigeria, declared Emefiele’s 
action as odd and one that con-
stituted illegality.

The Ondo governor noted 
strongly that Emefiele must quit 
his role as CBN governor else the 
President, Major General Mu-
hammadu Buhari (retd), must 
remove him forthwith.

Emefiele, 60, has been CBN 
governor since 2014.

He reportedly picked the 
N100m presidential nomination 
and expression of  interest forms 
of  the All Progressives Congress 
on Friday.

Banners and advert materials 
of  the CBN governor had been in 
public domain while his support 
groups have been mobilising for 
him across the country, holding 
conferences and rallies.

In a statement he personally 
signed on Friday night, Akered-
olu condemned the action of  
Emefiele who also reportedly 
visited Buhari in Aso Villa on 
Friday to inform the President of  
his 2023 presidential ambition.

Akeredolu’s statement was ti-
tled, ‘The CBN Governor Must 
Disengage Forthwith’.

It read, “The news of  the pur-
chase of  Declaration of  Intent 
and Nomination Forms to con-
test for the office of  the Presi-
dent in the forthcoming general 
elections, on the platform of  the 
All Progressives Congress, pur-
portedly by the supporters of  the 
Governor of  the Central Bank of  
Nigeria, Mr Godwin Emefiele, 
has been received with palpable 
disbelief  and shock by many Ni-
gerians. This act, if  unchecked, 
timeously, portends great dan-
ger to the fragile economy of  the 
country.

“Rumours had been rife on 
the subterranean partisan activi-
ties linked to him through these 
shadowy characters in the recent 
weeks. Pictures of  branded ve-
hicles, ostensibly purchased for 
electioneering campaigns, were 
also posted on the social media. 
The audacious moves by those 
who claimed to be supporting 
this interest have been unsettling.

2023 Presidency: CBN Gov Emefiele
under fire

“This latest news confirms that 
the Governor may indeed be in-
terested in immersing himself  in 
the murky waters of  politics like 
any other Nigerian with partisan 
interests. It is incontrovertible 
that Mr Emefiele enjoys a con-
stitutionally protected right to be-
long to any group or association 
and participate fully, just as any 
Nigerian.

“It is, however, difficult to im-
agine that a person who occupies 
the exalted and sensitive office 
of  the Governor of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria will be this bra-
zen in actualizing his ambition.

“There is no gain asserting the 
obvious. The combined effect of  
the Public Service Rules, CBN 
Act and the 1999 Constitution, 
as amended, exposes not only 
the oddity inherent in this brash 
exercise of  presumed right to as-
sociate.

“It also confirms the illegality 
of  the act should he proceed to 
submit the forms while occupy-
ing the seat as Governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria.

“Consequently, we admonish 
Mr Emefiele to leave the office, 
immediately, for him to pursue 
his interest. He cannot combine 
partisan politics with the very 
delicate assignment of  his of-
fice. Should he refuse to quit, it 
becomes incumbent on the Pres-
ident and Commander-in-Chief  
of  the Armed Forces to remove 
him forthwith.

“This is a joke taken too far.”
In same vein, a human rights 

lawyer, Festus Ogun, has called 
on the President, Major Gener-
al Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
to urgently sack the Governor 
of  the Central Bank of  Nigeria, 
Godwin Emefiele.

Buhari       

The lawyer made the call in 
response to a report that the All 
Progressives Congress Expres-
sion of  Interest and Nomina-
tion forms have been purchased 
for Emefiele to contest the 2023 
presidential election by his sup-
porters.

A coalition comprising Rice 
Farmers Association, Emefiele 
Support Group and Friends of  
Godwin on Friday reportedly 
obtained the forms for him.

The CBN governor had denied 
having an interest in the presi-
dency but has yet to speak on the 
collection of  forms.

Ogun expressed fear that the 
treasury of  Nigeria is no longer 
safe in the hands of  Emefiele.

He said, “CBN Governor, 
Godwin Emefiele, has picked 
the  APC N100m presidential 
nomination and expression of  
interest form. Clearly, this is il-
legal, morally reprehensible and 
weakens whatever is left of  our 
institutions.

“Section 9 of  the CBN Act, 
2007 provides that ‘the governor 
and the deputy governors shall 
devote the whole of  their time to 
the service of  the bank, and while 
holding office, shall not engage in 
any full or part-time employment 
or vocation, whether remunerat-
ed or not’.

“Politics is a vocation and the 
CBN Governor is not allowed by 
law to engage in partisan politics. 
It is unthinkable that Emefiele, 
despite his embarrassing failures, 
will disregard law and morali-
ty to vie for President under the 
ruling APC. Our national vault is 
no longer safe.

“Mr. Godwin Emefelie must 
immediately resign his position 
as CBN Governor to save our 
country from this unthinkable 

absurdity. The Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) must immediately com-
mence thorough investigation 
into Emefiele’s period in office.

“Finally, I call on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to invoke 
his statutory powers under Sec-
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tion 11(2) of  the CBN Act to 
sack Emefiele. The National 
Assembly and civil society or-
ganizations are equally enjoined 
to intervene in this peculiar insti-
tutional desecration. All is not 
well.”

…As Akeredolu, Human Rights Lawyer, 
others bomb him, asks Buhari to fire him 

Petrol tanker accident kills 
teenager in Obio/Akpor, 
Rivers State
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

A 
motor accident involv-
ing a tanker suspected 
to be carrying a pre-

mium motor spirit, popularly 
known as Petrol has claimed 
a life of  a yet to be identified 
teenager.

 News Echo reports that a 
lifeless body of  a young lady 
was still stuck sunder the fallen 
tanker as at the time of  filling 
this report. 

We gathered personnel of  the 
Nigeria security and civil de-
fence corps, Federal road safety 
corps as well as the Rivers State 
Fire Service who were at scene 
of  the accident averted another 
accident on the road. 

Some eyewitness said the 
teenager jumped out of  a mov-
ing tricycle to avert the tanker, 
but was caught by the body of  
tanker which detached from it 
head. 

They said they were lucky to 
have escaped unhurt.

Gov Soludo launches N25m 
choose-your-project-initiative for 
Anambra communities 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has called on 
communities in the 

state with interest in the twen-
ty-five million naira communi-
ty-choose-your-project initiative 
to step forward. Governor Solu-
do, who made the call during his 
dialogue with Anambra commu-
nity leaders at Professor Dora 
Akunyili Women Development 
Center Awka, on Wednesday, 
explained that interested com-
munities have between now and 
July to indicate interest, and en-
couraged various communities 
to think outside the box on their 
priorities; in a way that larger 
number of  community members 
will be involved. He also point-
ed out that his administration 
will try to make the Anambra 
International Cargo and Pas-
senger Airport Umueri and In-
ternational Convention Center 
Awka viable, and will review 
local government administration 
laws, calling for input from all 
quarters. 

He recalled that in his manifes-

to, he promised to plant one mil-
lion palm trees, and expressed 
his administration’s readiness 
to partner with communities to 
provide lands for the project, 
urging communities to indicate 
interest in the project between 
now and next week. Speaking 
on existing street light projects, 
Governor Soludo revealed that 
his administration will start to 
systematically replace the street 
lights with solar lights, stressing 
that ideally; communities should 
have their plan of  management.

Fielding questions from partic-
ipants, the State Commissioner 
for Agriculture, Dr. Foster Ife-
jiofor assured that the Soludo 
administration is committed to 
helping communities in food 
production.

Contributing, the State Com-
missioner for Local Govern-
ment, Chieftaincy and Com-
munity Affairs, Mr. Collins 
Nwabunwanne, said present 
administration is working on 
documents that will streamline 
functions of  Traditional rulers 
and Presidents-general, among 
other things.



m a g u n z e ,  a  s l e e p y 

Acommunity in Nkanu East 
Local Government Area 

of  Enugu State was agog at the 
weekend when Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi unveiled a 5.4km road in 
the area.

The road was single-handedly 
constructed by one Capt. Evarest 
Nna j i ,  popu la r ly  known a s 
“Odengene”.

Nnaj i ,  who i s  the  Chie f  
Execut ive  Off icer  (CEO) of  
Odengene Airshuttle Services 
(OAS) ,  desc r ibed  Gover nor 
Ugwuanyi as “a good man” who 
has demonstrated enormous 
commitment to the wellbeing of  the 
r u r a l  dwe l l e r s  t h r o u g h  h i s 
administration's rural development 
policy. 

Speaking when the governor 
inaugurated the 5.4km Amagunze 
asphaltic concrete road, Nnaji 
pointed out that  “elsewhere 
governors will build roads and 
other development projects where 
people will clap hands and take 
p i c t u r e s,  b u t  o u r  g ove r n o r 
(Ugwuanyi) goes to the rural areas, 
where people who ordinarily will 
never be remembered live and fix 
their roads without unnecessary 
publicity”.

N n a j i  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t 
G o v e r n o r  U g w u a n y i  h a d 
connected the hinterlands, “where 
ordinarily nobody will think of  
tarred road”, with development 
projects, disclosing that it was 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g o ve r n o r ' s 
steadfastness and passion for the 
rural dwellers that he was spurred to 
construct the road to support his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  g r a s s r o o t s 
development programmes. 

He stressed, “Government 
cannot provide road every place at 
the same time”, adding that the 
project was part of  his Corporate 
Social  Responsibi l i ty  to  his 
community and the state.

Capt. Nnaji who appreciated 
U g w u a n y i  f o r  c o m i n g  t o 
inaugurate the road project after he 
flagged it off  nine months ago, 
explained that the 5.4km road 
c o n n e c t s  f o u r  a u t o n o m o u s 
communities and would assist the 
rural dwellers in so many ways. 

“Your Excellency, you are 
doing wonderful things in Enugu 
State. The other day, I went to 
Nsukka Township Stadium to see 
for myself  a 5,000 capacity stadium 
built and completed by your 
administration. We know of  the 
ongoing ESUT Teaching Hospital 
and College of  Medicine project at 
Igbo-Eno. We know what that 
project will do for Enugu State and 
the healthcare of  people and 
beyond, among other numerous 
infrastructural projects.

“What I want to tell our people 
is let's support our government; we 

have a very sincere governor; 
somebody who is God's man, who 
will not take you for granted. 

“Your Excellency, thank you 
for your prayers and moral support. 
We will not take it for granted. We 
will continue to appreciate you sir”, 
he said.

I n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e  r o a d , 
Governor Ugwuanyi expressed 
delight at the landmark event and 
joined the people of  Amagunze and 
environs in celebrating “this 
community-spirited gentleman for 
the delivery of  this high utility 
road”. 

The governor urged all users of  
the road to own and protect the key 
infrastructural asset and observe 
road traffic safety protocol.

Ugwuanyi, who noted that the 
road was the second privately 
funded project in the council area 
w i t h i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s 
administration, stated that the trend 
is most worthy of  commendation as 
well as emulation by persons with 
the wherewithal. 

He added that the continuing 
p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  h i s 
administration and public-spirited 
individuals in infrastructure 
p r ov i s i o n i n g  i s  a  we l c o m e 
development, saying: “Odengene, 
you evidently made a tough choice; 
a choice to improve the lives, living 
and livelihood of  your people in 
preference to other competing 
personal needs.

“You have made indelible 
footprints on the sands of  time. The 
verdict of  history will be kind to 
you. Please accept our sincere 
commendat ions.  I  p ray  the 
almighty God to bless you, give you 
peace, good health, longevity and 

outstanding prosperity 
i n  J e s u s  N a m e . 
Amen”.     

Earlier in their 
se para te  goodwi l l 
m e s s a g e s ,  t h e 
Commiss ioner  for 
Gender Affairs and 
Social Development, 
Rt .  Hon.  Princess 
Pe a c e  N n a j i ,  t h e 
immediate past Chief  
Judge of  Enugu State, 
Hon. Justice Priscilla 
Ngozi Emehelu (Rtd), 
the Special Adviser to 
t h e  G o v e r n o r  o n 
Agriculture,  Engr. 
Michael Ogbuekwe, 
t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Nkanu East  LGA, 
H o n .  O k e c h u k w u 
Edeh and HRH Igwe 
. O .  N w a t u 
c o m m e n d e d  G ov. 
Ugwuanyi for peace 
and good governance 
in Enugu State.

T h e y  e q u a l l y 
a p p l a u d e d  t h e 
governor for providing 
t h e  e n a b l i n g 
environment which 
made it possible for 
Capt. Nnaji and other 
g o o d - s p i r i t e d 
indigenes of  the state 
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development. 

On a special note, Hon. Justice 
Emehelu paid glowing tribute to 
G o v .  U g w u a n y i  f o r  h i s 
administration's unprecedented 
infrastructural interventions in the 
State Judiciary.

The Chief  Executive Officer of  
Ferotex Construction Company 
Limited, the firm that constructed 
the road, Chief  Festus Onu, 
expressed g rat i tude to  Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for giving the company 
the opportunity to work in the state.

Chief  Onu thanked Capt. Nnaji 

Indigenes of  Ngor-Okpala local 
government area of  Imo State, 
have  ca l l ed  on  the  s ta te 

government to quickly repair the 
dilapidated road that leads to their 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u n c i l 
headquarters. 

The people also urged Imo 
State government led by Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to reconstruct all 
dilapidated roads within the locality 
t o  e a s e  t r a f f i c ,  e n c o u r a g e 
product iv i ty :  commerce and 
industry, education and social 
activities at the area so that poverty, 
crime and insecurity will reduce 
drastically.

This request was made by the 
people  through Chief  Chidi 
Emenike, a community leader and 
Mr Val Eke, a teacher, when they 
spoke to News Echo at the area last 
week.

The people who regretted the 
deplorable nature of  roads at the 
local i ty,  told gover nment to 
urgently repair the road to save them 

from excruciating pains 
and agonies they pass 
through on daily basis, 
saying virtually all roads 
at the area are bad, 
obstructing business 
activities.

According to Chief  
Emenike, roads in Ngor-
Okpala are bad and they 
hinder productivity. We 
want government to 
quickly intervene so that 
we live comfortably and 
happily. As a community 
l e a d e r,  I  c h a l l e n ge 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o 

demonstrate good governance to 
Ngor-Okpala because good road 
promotes production as people will 
always have easy access to farm, 
convey their farm produce to 
markets  as  wel l  as  do other 
productive ventures that can put 
food on their tables including 
having comfort".

With Mr. Val Emenike adding 
that "deplorable roads at the locality 
discourages pupils and students 
from going to school regularly and 
even punctually. The road that leads 
to the LGA headquarters ought to 
be smooth and better, but I wonder 
what our government is doing that 
we have bad roads all over Ngor-
Okpala. Since there is no electricity 
and functional healthcare at the 
area, we should have good roads 
that can encourage us to be 
productive. Crimes and insecurity 
happen at Ngor-Okpala today due 
to lack of  infrastructure. Then, what 
is government doing with our 
resources".

for awarding the job to the company 
and went further to thank the 
people of  the community for their 
c o o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e 
construction of  the road, assuring 
that the road was delivered to 
s t a n d a r d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
specification.
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Indigenes of Ngor-Okpala call for
quick repair of local govt road, others

Excitement in Enugu community as governor inaugurates
5.4km road project funded by an individual  
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

By Ikenna Orioha

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi cutting the tape during inauguration of the 5.4km road at Amagunze 
community.

The newly constructed 5.4km road project at Amagunze.

Deplorable road leading to the Ngor-Okpala Local Government Area headquarters.



xamining  the  c r i s i s  Erocking  the  Peoples  
Democratic Party (PDP) 

in Anambra State and efforts 
made to end the differences ahead 
of  the 2023 general elections.

From indications, all is not 
well with the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Anambra State. 
The party is trapped in the web of  
leadership crisis between the 
camp of  Chief  Chris Uba and the 
immediate past Chairman of  the 
party in the state, Chief  Ndubuisi 
Nwobu, in which information has 
it that the latter has the backing of  
the former governor of  the state 
and the party's 2023 presidential 
aspirant, Mr. Peter Obi, over who 
controls the affairs of  PDP in 
Anambra State.

While Chris Uba is insisting 
that the state leaders and 
supporters of  the party should 
accord him the respect as one of  
the founders of  PDP in the state. 
The power to control and elect the 
state executive of  his choice and 
the Nwobu-led faction opposed 
the decision saying the process 
must follow the wishes of  
members democratically.

News Echo gathered that the 
inter nal  wrangl ing within 
Anambra PDP was exposed after 
t h e  N o v e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 1  
governorship election that led to 
the victory of  Prof. Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo of  the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA). Shortly after the 
election that gave PDP second 
position, the crisis further 
skyrocketed and led to the 
suspension of  Chris Uba and 
Linus Ukachukwu over alleged 
anti-party activities.

The suspension of  the duo 
was contained in a letter written 
by the acting chairman of  the 
PDP in the state, Comrade Okey 
Asolo and the publicity secretary, 
Mr Nnamdi Nwangwu, which 
was addressed to the national 
chairman, Dr Iyorcha Ayu.

The letter stated that the 
PDP, as a dominant political party 
in the state “cannot be left at the 
whims and caprices of  few 
individuals”.

Both Uba and Ukachukwu 
were accused of  secretly working 
with other political parties to 
ensure  that  PDP go into 
extinction in the state.

The state executive members 
of  the party noted that if  the 
accused persons continue to be in 
the party, the party may not field 
any candidate for the 2023 general 
elections.

The letter was signed by the 
acting state Chairman, Comrade 
Okey Asolo and Publicity 
Secretary, Nnamdi Nwangwu, 
and dated April 2, 2022, and 
copied to the national chairman.

Part of  the letter read, “Re: 
Suspension of  Chief  Chris Uba 
and Chief  Linus Ukachukwu 
from the PDP Anambra State 
chapter.”

“Arising from our executive 

committee meeting held on April 
2, 2022, at the party's secretariat, 
Anambra State and having 
thoroughly X-rayed the problems 
of  the party and activities in 
respect of  the forthcoming 2023 
general election, on further 
evaluation of  the party's electoral 
misfortunes in recent past viz-a-
viz the anti party activities, abuse 
of  privileges of  the above party 
members, who had previously 
caused unimaginable damages to 
the electoral fortunes and stability 

of  our great party.
“And to forestall their evil 

plans and that of  their agents, the 
executive committee of  Anambra 
State PDP in our meeting April 2, 
2022, resolved to wit: That 
pursuant to sections 58(1) a-m and 
59 of  the constitution of  PDP 
2017 as amended, Chief  Christian 
Uba and Chief  Linus Ukachukwu 
are hereby suspended from the 
party in Anambra State for a 
period of  30 days with effect from 
April 2, 2022.

“Both Uba and Ukachukwu 
will be referred to the disciplinary 
c o m m i t t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  
investigation and necessary 
actions.”

But in turn, Uba fought back 
to enable him participate in the 
2023 Senatorial election for 
Anambra South Senatorial 
District, which was later screen to 
participate in the forthcoming 
party primaries.

The crisis has gotten the 
intervention of  the party national 
leadership and many prominent 
party men/women, including 
former Minister of  Women 
Affairs, Chief  Josephine Anenith, 
Prof. ABC Nwosu, Senator Ben 
Obi, Senator Uche Ekwunife, Mr. 
Valentine Ozigbo, among other 
leaders in the South East region 
and to no avail.

As it stands, the party has no 
executive in Anambra state which 
has denied members from 
welcoming and meeting with the 
party Presidential aspirants.

It was gathered that due to 
the leadership tussle, since the 
commencement of  the 2023 
election tour by the Presidential 
aspirants, only one aspirant, 
Barrister Nyesom Wike, has 
consulted Anambra state PDP for 
votes.

The tussle also lead to the 
suspension of  its state  congress 
which was earlier scheduled to 
hold on Saturday, April 30, 2022, 
to elect new state executive 
officers for the party ahead of  the 
2023 election in the state.

The party said the suspension 
was due to inability to provide 
original copies of  result sheets for 
the electoral exercise.

The panel chairman, Jubril 
Ahmed, who read the letter of  the 
suspension/apology, before the 
aggrieved members of  the party, at 
state secretariat Awka, said that a 
new date for the PDP Anambra 
S t a t e  c o n g r e s s  w i l l  b e  
communicated as soon as it is 
d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
leadership, in which the national 
body has fixed the exercise for 
Tuesday, May 10th, 2022 in all the 
trouble PDP states.

“The Panel regrets the 
inconveniences the announced 
suspension of  the Anambra State 
PDP Congress may have caused.

The letter was received on 
behalf  of  the State administrative 
officer of  the party, Prince Casmir 
Ajulu.

At the hit up, the 5-man 
Congress panel, led by Jibril 
Ahmed, were held hostage for 
hours by the party's stakeholders 
over their inability to present 
original result sheets.

The stakeholders, mostly, the 
125 aspirants, raise the alarm over 
looming disqualification as a 
result of  a failed state Congress 
exercise in the state. 

Honourable Onyebuchi 
Agustine Offor, a House of  
Representative aspirant for Nnewi 
North/South/Ekwusigo Federal 
Constituency, who raises the 
Alam in a Communique on behalf  
of  others, called on the National 
Chairman of  the party, Prof. 

lyorcha Ayu, and the leadership 
of  PDP to expeditiously repeat the 
state congress exercise, so as not to 
jeopardize their chances in the 
2023 elections.

Specifically, eight aspirants 
have been cleared to contest, 
including Ozigbo. According to a 
certified document provided by a 
credible source from the PDP's 
headquarters, Wadata House in 
Abuja, dated May 2, the screening 
committee for the National 
Assembly aspirants, chaired by 
Hon. Udeh Okoye, the committee 
cleared all the senatorial aspirants 
except Nzeribe. Others cleared are 
Senator Stella Oduah (Anambra 
North), Senator Uche Ekwunife 
(Anambra Central),  Chief  Chris 
Uba (Anambra South), Valentine 
Ozigbo (Anambra South), Hon. 
Tony Nwoye (Anambra North), 
Dr. Obinna  Uzor (Anambra 
South), Mr. John Emeka and 
Peace Ezeabikwa respectively. 
The report showed that Nzeribe 
was disqualified for deliberately 
misleading the party in his 
nomination forms. With this 
development, the stage is set for a 
battle of  gladiators in Anambra 
and the belief  is that, the party 
insists on a free and fair primary 
election, personality and not 
financial muscle to determine 
where the pendulum would swing 
to.

All other aspirants for state 
and federal house of  Assembly 
were also cleared.

The immediate past state 
chairman, Chief  Nwobu, who 
spoke with News Echo, on the 
way forward for the party, said 
members must ensure unity of  
purpose, if  PDP must success in 
the 2023 elections.

H e  s a i d  t h e  Pe o p l e s  
Democratic Party in Anambra 
state, is willing to weed out the bad 
eggs amongst us and those who 
have made themselves ready tools 
in the hands of  unpatriotic 
elements driven by over ambition.

“Our party is organised and 
peaceful. We shall not allow 
outsiders to infiltrate our ranks to 
foment any kind of  trouble and 
bring about the continue crisis that 
have been managed in the past. 
Those who are responsible for our 
present challenges should not dare 
us as we shall bare our fangs if  
further provoked.”

Nwobu, said it was a few of  
the Anambra PDP leaders that are 
against the progress of  the party.

“Our party should calm 
down. All I am asking the party 
m e m b e r s  i s  t o  c o o l  t h e  
temperature and look for what is 
good for the party in 2023. We 
have fought many battles and won 
majority of  them. What we want 
at this moment is for us to be 
united, he added.

He alledged that some 
leaders of  the party in the state are 
also praying fervently to ensure 
that Mr. Peter Obi, did not clinch 
the PDP Presidential ticket.

"Series of  stakeholders 
meetings across the 21 local 
government areas are ongoing to 
resolved the differences, Nwobu 
stressed.
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he President, Major General TMuhammadu Buhari (rtd.), 
has reiterated his position 

that the case against the leader of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra, 
Nnamdi Kanu, should be properly 
adjudicated by the law court.

B u h a r i  s t a t e d  t h i s  w h i l e 
responding to the request of  leaders 
and traditional rulers from the 
South-East to release Kanu during a 
meeting with the President in 
Abakaliki last Friday as part of  
activities for his two-day visit to 
Ebonyi State.

The President also expressed 
concern at the worsening security 
situation in the South-East region.

He said a few persons from the 
region had brainwashed and incited 
a segment of  the population against 
the government.

Buhari declared that anyone 
caught bearing arms, especially AK-
47 rifles, other than security agents 
should be dealt with appropriately.

He said, “I must register my 
deep and grave concern with regards 
to the deteriorating state of  affairs in 
this region.

“In the last 48 hours, I have been 
informed of  the latest in the round of  
brutal actions carried out by gun-
wielding terrorists, who prey on 
innocent and hardworking citizens.

“Unfortunately, these barbaric 
acts were visited on those who have 
committed their lives to protecting 
the lives of  fellow citizens.

“ Te r r o r i s t s ,  w h o  h a v e 
unfor tunate ly  brainwashed a 
segment of  the population that 
continued to contribute their hard 
earned funds towards their hate-
filled messages, but now have been 
terrorised through their brutal 
killings, truncation of  commercial 
activities, restriction of  freedom of  
movement, and the ability to exercise 
basic human rights, must be fished 
out from among us and it can only be 
done through the support of  the 
people.

“I have listened carefully to 
various appeals from the elders and 
traditional leaders regarding a wide 
range of  options and as I have said 
previously, this matter (Kanu's trial 
for treason) remains in the full 
purview of  the law court, where it 
will be properly adjudicated.

“ M y  w o r r y  i s  f o r  o u r 
hardworking and innocent civilians 
for whom life is already tough and 
will like to go out and earn a good 
and honest living. There are many 
tha t  f i t  th i s  p ro f i l e  and  the 
gove r nment  owes  them tha t 
obligation to protect their lives and 
property.

“I will once again repeat; no one 
has the right to carry an AK-47 and 
anyone in any part of  the country 
d o i n g  s o  a n d  i s  n o t  a  l aw 
enforcement officer is a threat to our 
peaceful coexistence and should be 
treated as such.”

The President expressed his 
determination to ensure free and 
fair elections in 2023 where every 
citizen would feel that their roles in 
the electoral process would count 
and would be able to exercise their 
constitutional rights without fear 
or intimidation.

The South-East leaders had 
called for a Nigerian President 
from the region in 2023, saying this 
was the only way for peace to reign 
across the country.

Speaking at the meeting, the 
Chairman of  the South-East 
Traditional Rulers Council, Eze 
Charles Mkpuma, pleaded with 
Buhari to release the IPOB leader 
f r o m  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e 
Department of  State Services.

The monarch stated, “We 
plead with you, Mr President, to 
grant the plea for the South-East to 
produce the next President of  the 
country in 2023.

“We stand by you in all efforts 
towards the fight against insecurity 
in the South-East and the country 
in general. We, however, plead 
with you as a compassionate father 
to temper justice with mercy in the 
case of  our son, Nnamdi Kanu. We 
have started discussion to ensure 
that all those who feel aggrieved 
are brought to the roundtable for 
discussion.

“We shall continue to support 
you and your administration. Do 
not listen to those advocating for 
an interim government for they are 
inviting anarchy.

“We urge you to look inwards 
and  bui ld  the  res t  o f  your 
administration around a South 
easterner, who has outstanding 
performance.”

On his part, a First Republic 
Minister of  Aviation, Mbazulike 
Amaechi, said peace was elusive in 
the South-East geopolitical zone, 
and urged Buhari to ensure it was 
returned to the region.

He said, “I want to witness 

peace in this country before I join 
my ancestors. I want to see peace in 
the South-East, particularly where 
there is an upsurge of  crises. 
Something that will lead to that 
peace is around the corner and we 
are asking you to give us the 
mandate and I will give you peace.

 “We say in Igbo land that a 
mad man is owned by his people. If  
somebody was mad yesterday, and 
on the guarantee of  elders like me 
and others, I will bring him out and 
that is to get peace. Help us to get 
peace and I will give you peace in 
this part of  the country.”

The Chairman, Christian 
Association of  Nigeria, South-
East Zone, Rev. Fr. Abraham 
Nwali, said residents of  the region 
were currently living in fear of  the 
unknown.

According to him, the zone is 
currently challenged with a high 
level of  insecurity, adding that the 
ongoing sit-at-home had crippled 
its economy.

“As a body that is of  genuine 
counsel, our country is currently 
challenged greatly by insecurity 
and societal conflicts here and 
there with a high level of  poverty. A 
great number of  our families are 
living in the fear of  the unknown.

“Your Excellency, as a father 
of  our dear nation and the South-
East, we bring to your notice that 
the sit-at-home has crippled the 
economy of  the South-East and 
banditry is engulfing the nation.

“Our society is growing in 
violence with a lot of  youth 
restiveness. We know that you are 
doing your best to solve these 
problems, but we request more 
dialogue with all nationalists and 
more empowerment  for  the 
various security agencies to tackle 
this monster called insecurity.

“We request that you exercise 
the promotion of  equity, fairness 
and  soc ia l  ju s t i ce  wi th  a l l 
institutions and political parties, 

especially as we approach the year 
of  transitio

“We plead with you as a father, 
a loving father and a forgiving 
father to grant Nnamdi Kanu 
freedom. He prays that he be 
granted pardon as we call on all 
agitators to cease all forms of  
hostilities and other demands for a 
nation where the plight of  the poor, 
the weak and the oppressed will be 
addressed.

“Your Excellency, history 
shall be kind to you and you will 
have the greatest ovation in the 
world if  your administration can 
do that, which all think will not be 
possible, to assist for the emergence 
of  a President of  Nigeria from the 
South-East of  Igbo extraction 
come 2023.”

The host governor, David 
Umahi, said the South-East would 
find it difficult to continue voting 
for people who would not vote for 
its own during elections.

Umahi stated, “It is wrong for 
the southern part of  the country to 
clamour for equity and fairness on 
the issue of  presidency when it 
cannot replicate such within its 
fold.

“The South producing the 
President is a moral question, 
which should be answered by its 
components.”

He said the South-East should 
produce the President if  other sub-
regions in the South were truly 
seeking equity, fairness and justice.

The governor said, “We can 
recall that political considerations 
were applied in ensuring that the 
South-West zone produced the 
President in 1999.

“Whether rightly or wrongly, 
when it  comes to our turn, 
w h a t e v e r  w r o n g  w e  h a v e 
c o m m i t t e d ,  t h e  s a m e 
consideration should be given to 
ensure equity and fairness.”

M e a n w h i l e,  t h e  U n i t e d 
Kingdom (UK) has clarified that 

the Indigenous People of  Biafra 
( IPOB) i s  not  a  proscr ibed 
organisation in the UK.

The Br i t i sh  gover nment 
described the reports in some 
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  a s 
“inaccurate reporting"

Several media reports had 
claimed the United Kingdom 
barred IPOB, the Movement for 
the Actualisation of  Sovereign 
State of  Biafra (MASSOB) and 
o the r  B ia f ran  g roups  f rom 
par t ic ipa t ing  in  i t s  asy lum 
programme.

But a statement by the British 
High Commission Abuja on 
Friday said this wasn't the case.

It reads: “We are aware of  
inaccurate reporting circulating in 
the media and online that the UK 
Gover nment  has  added the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) to the UK's list of  terrorist 
groups or organisations banned 
under UK law. These reports are 
untrue. The Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) is not a proscribed 
organisation in the UK.

“The inaccurate reporting 
relates to the 13 April 2022 
p u b l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  U K 
Government of  a revised Country 
Policy and Information note 
(CPIN) on separatist groups in SE 
Nigeria, including the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB). CPINs 
p r ov i d e  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n 
information (COl) and analysis of  
COI for use by UK Government 
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  h a n d l i n g 
particular types of  protection and 
human rights claims.

“All asylum and human rights 
claims made in the UK are 
considered on their individual facts 
in accordance with our obligations 
under the UN Refugee Convention 
and European Convention on 
Human Rights,  tak ing  into 
account relevant background 
country information and case law.

“The CPIN on separatist 
groups in the South East, including 
the Indigenous People of  Biafra 
( IPOB),  provides  a  general 
assessment of  risks faced by 
individuals belonging to those 
groups. These assessments are 
based on an analysis of  publicly 
available country information 
obtained from a wide range of  
reliable sources including media 
o u t l e t s ;  U K  a n d  o t h e r 
governments; local, national and 
international organisations; and 
non-government organisations.

“ T h i s  C P I N  a l s o 
acknowledges that the Nigerian 
government has proscribed IPOB 
as a terrorist organisation, some 
members of  IPOB have reportedly 
used violence against the state and 
members of  the public, and advises 
that persons who have committed 
human rights abuses must not be 
granted protection.

Buhari rejects South East leaders’ plea,
insists court will determine Kanu's fate
…IPOB not on list of  terrorist groups says UK

Buhari Kanu
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Foreign News

U
.S. Ffirst Lady, Jill Bid-
en spent Mother’s Day 
in Slovakia, meeting 
with Ukrainian moth-

ers who have been displaced by 
Russia’s war and assuring them 
that the “hearts of  the American 
people” are behind them.

Press First lady Jill Biden gets a 
hug from Ukrainian refugee Yulie 
Kutocha, 7, as her mother Victorie 
Kutocha, watches at right, during 
a visit to a city-run refugee center 
in Kosice, Slovakia, Sunday, May 
8, 2022. The center is a place for 
Ukrainian refugees to rest and pre-
pare for onward travel. Biden will 
then travel to the Slovak border 
with Ukraine to meet with refu-
gees. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, 
Pool)

At a bus station in the city of  
Kosice that is now a 24-hour refu-
gee processing center, Biden found 
herself  in an extended conversa-
tion with an emotional Ukrainian 
woman who said she struggles to 
explain the war to her three chil-
dren because she cannot even ex-
plain it to herself.

First lady Jill Biden talks with 
Ukrainian refugees Victorie Kuto-
cha and her daughter Yulie Kuto-
cha, 7, at a city-run refugee center 
in Kosice, Slovakia, Sunday, May 
8, 2022. The center is a place for 
Ukrainian refugees to rest and pre-
pare for onward travel. Biden will 
then travel to the Slovak border 
with Ukraine to meet with refugees. 
(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, Pool)

“I cannot explain because I don’t 
know myself  and I’m a teacher,” 
Viktoriia Kutocha, who had her 
arms around her 7-year-old daugh-
ter, Yulia, told Biden.

At one point, Kutocha asked 
“why?” seeming to seek an expla-
nation for Russia’s decision to in-
vade Ukraine on Feb. 24.

’It’s so hard to understand,” the 
first lady replied.

First lady Jill Biden hugs Ukrain-
ian refugees Victorie Kutocha and 
her daughter Yulie Kutocha, 7, at 
a city-run refugee center in Kosice, 
Slovakia, Sunday, May 8, 2022. 
The center is a place for Ukrainian 
refugees to rest and prepare for on-
ward travel. Biden will then travel 
to the Slovak border with Ukraine 
to meet with refugees. (AP Photo/
Susan Walsh, Pool)

The 24-hour facility is one of  six 
refugee centers in Slovakia, provid-
ing an average of  300 to 350 people 
daily with food, showers, clothing, 
emergency on-site accommoda-
tions and other services, accord-
ing to information provided by the 
White House.

Biden, wearing a flower corsage 
on her wrist — a Mother’s Day gift 
from President Joe Biden — also 
dropped in at a Slovakian public 
school that has taken in displaced 
students.

First lady Jill Biden visits with 
volunteers and Ukrainian refu-
gees at a city-run refugee center 
in Kosice, Slovakia, Sunday, May 
8, 2022. The center is a place for 
Ukrainian refugees to rest and pre-

First lady Jill Biden visits the Ukrainian refugees at a city-run refugee center in Kosice, Slovakia, Sunday, May 8, 2022. The center is a place for 
Ukrainian refugees to rest and prepare for onward travel. Biden will then travel to the Slovak border with Ukraine to meet with refugees.

pare for onward travel. Biden will 
then travel to the Slovak border 
with Ukraine to meet with refugees. 
(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, Pool)

Slovakian and Ukrainian moms 
were brought together at the school 
for a Mother’s Day event while 
their children made crafts to give 
them as gifts.

Biden went from table to table 

meeting the mothers and kids. She 
told some of  the women that she 
wanted to come “and say the hearts 
of  the American people are with 
the mothers of  Ukraine.”

 “I just wanted to come and show 
you our support,” she said before 
departing for the border village of  
Vysne Nemecke to tour its border 
processing facility.

Biden is on a four-day visit to 
Eastern Europe to highlight U.S. 
support for Ukrainian refugees and 
for the allied countries, like Roma-
nia and Slovakia, that are providing 
a safe haven for them.

She spent Friday and Saturday in 
Romania, visiting with U.S. troops 
and meeting with Ukrainian refu-
gee mothers and children.

Jill Biden to Ukrainian mom:
Russia war ‘hard to understand’

... As Putin prepares for victory day, 
WWII veterans in Kyiv beg for mercy

A
s Russia prepares for 
Victory Day celebrations 
on Monday, veterans 
of  World War II urged 

Vladimir Putin to allow Ukrainian 
civilians and soldiers to leave a be-
sieged steel plant in Mariupol.

Moscow has reportedly been aim-
ing to complete a takeover of  the 
strategically important Ukrainian 
port city by May 9, when Russians 
will celebrate the defeat of  Nazi 
Germany in 1945 with military pa-
rades in Red Square.

Moscow’s assault on Ukraine 
has developed into the largest con-
flict in the country since the end of  
World War II, known in Russia as 
the Great Patriotic War, and reports 
suggest Putin could use Victory 
Day to formally declare war against 
Ukraine—though the Kremlin has 
denied that.

In the run-up to Victory Day, 
World War II veterans in Kyiv have 
called on Putin to allow Ukraini-
an soldiers and civilians out of  the 

heavily bombed Azovstal steel plant, 
the only part of  Mariupol not under 
Russian control.

“Hitler’s logic was clear, he want-
ed to destroy all nations,” veteran 
Alexandra Romanchikova said in a 
video posted by Ukrayinska Pravda. 
“Why you [Putin] attacked us is un-

First lady Jill Biden meets Ukrain-
ian refugees Victorie Kutocha and 
her daughter Yulie Kutocha, 7, at 
a city-run refugee center in Kosice, 
Slovakia, Sunday, May 8, 2022. 
The center is a place for Ukrainian 
refugees to rest and prepare for on-
ward travel. Biden will then travel 
to the Slovak border with Ukraine 
to meet with refugees.  

clear. We did not ask for anything 
and did not impose our orders on 
you.”

Another veteran, Oleksiy Tk-
achenko, said: “War is the destruc-
tion of  the people. Especially now. 
This is Putin’s order. You can’t do 
things like this. Why are you mak-

ing people suffer? Release the garri-
son from Mariupol, please. Release 
them. We ask you to take appropri-
ate measures for the release of  both 
military and civilians who are cur-
rently in the city of  Mariupol.”

A third veteran, Pyotr Tsybek said 
in the clip: “I know what is being 
done in Mariupol. I am constantly 
watching this. But it is a useless war. 
This massacre should be stopped.”

The veterans pointed out that 
Ukrainians and Russians had fought 
side by side for the Soviet Union 
against Nazi Germany in World 
War II.

People hold banners and shout slogans during a demonstration in support of Mariupol defenders in Kyiv, Ukraine.



News

Soludo meets Onitsha landlords,
assures repositioning city
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Charles Soludo 
of  Anambra State 

has continued his engage-
ments with stakeholders 
across the State. The Gov-
ernor, on Thursday, met 
with Landlords in Onitsha 
at Sharon House by All 
Saints Anglican Cathedral 
to dialogue on issues con-
fronting the metropolis.

News Echo gathered 
that Landlords who at-
tended the strategic meet-
ing include those from 
Omagba Phases One and 
Two, GRA Onitsha Zone, 
Housing Estate, Ameri-
can Quarters, Trans-Nkisi, 
among others. Addressing 
the Landlords, Soludo said 
until recently Onitsha was 
one of  the biggest com-
mercial cities in Africa. 
He regretted that the city 
is almost ‘dead’ as a result 
of  the decadence that had 
set in.

He reiterated that Onit-
sha, once reputed as the 
City in South Eastern Ni-
geria with the largest mar-
ket in West Africa has lost 
that prominent position, as 
new businesses and invest-
ments are now moving to 
other neighbouring states.

He stated further that 
this has grossly affected the 
value of  productive assets 

in the city, but added that 
landlords will benefit more 
if  the city is reclaimed with 
new investments coming in 
as it will ultimately add val-
ue to their assets.

The Governor also re-
vealed to his audience that 
in developed world, cities 
are planned to include pe-
destrians’ walkways, pro-
vision of  convenience in 
public spaces, provision of  
relaxation spots for people 
to relax and enjoy.

He emphasized that his 
administration will restore 
law and order as well as 
re-enact the Onitsha mas-
ter plan, restore the Great-
er Onitsha water scheme, 
digitalize lands and assets 
in Anambra State, among 
others.

The Governor, also 
spoke about the on-go-
ing desilting of  Sakamori 
drainage. He said there are 
buildings obstructing the 
free flow of  flood water 
and added that such illegal 
developers who were given 
two weeks of  grace, risked 
demolition 

He reassured that no per-
son in Anambra markets, 
roads and elsewhere will be 
allowed to collect money 
acruable to government as 
revenue. He reiterated that 
such monies will paid di-
rectly into the government 
coffers.

He called on the Land-
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ASUU calls off warning strike, 
may begin indefinite strike

From Ikechi Success, 
Abuja

A
s the second round 
of  the eight-week 
warning strike 

embarked upon by mem-
bers of  the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Univer-
sities, ASUU, ends on 
Monday, as announced 
by its official twitter han-
dle @ASUU_NGN, 
the union is poised to go 
on an indefinite industrial 
action. 

The announcement by 
ASUU also said it has 
agreed to resume talks 
with the FG this week and 
the strike might be called 
off  if  agreement is made 
 Sources said the national 
leadership of  the union 
would make public its de-
cision on Monday. It was 

gathered that the Nation-
al Executive Committee 
(NEC) of  the union had 
earlier given the go-ahead 
to the national leadership 
to call out members on 
indefinite strike if  noth-
ing tangible was achieved 
during the eight weeks 
of  their warning strike. 
The union had earlier 
gone on a month warn-
ing strike on February 14 
this year, and extended it 
by another eight weeks 
which comes to an end 
on Monday, May 9, 2022. 
While ASUU was into 
the second round of  its 
warning strike, other staff  
unions in the university 
system also embarked on 
strike. The unions are the 
Senior Staff  Association 
of  Nigerian Universities, 
SSANU, the National 

Association of  Academ-
ic Technologists, NAAT, 
and the Non-Academic 
Staff  Union of  Educa-
tion and Allied Institu-
tions, NASU. Though the 
Minister of  Labour and 
Employment, Dr Chris 
Ngige, had met with the 
leadership of  SSANU, 
NAAT, and NASU, noth-
ing concrete came out 
of  the meetings. He is 
yet to meet with ASUU 
leadership, though he an-
nounced last weekend 
that he would meet with 
them. When contacted, 
the National President of  
ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osodeke, said the union 
had not got an invitation 
from the government’s 
team as of  the weekend.  
 
Education Minister, Ada-

Chairperson Imo State Chapter of  NAWOJ, Dr. Mrs Dorathy Nnaji, receiving award from ICPSP boss.

lords and stakeholders to 
support and cooperate 
with the government in its 
determination to restore 
Onitsha back to its past 
glory.

The Governor assured 
that if  Onitsha is resurrect-
ed, Anambra State will be 
unstoppable in terms of  
the immense economic 

mu, asks ASUU for for-
giveness

Meanwhile Nigeria’s 
Minister of  Education, 
Mallam Adamu Adamu 
has apologized to strik-
ing lecturers for failing to 
respond to their demands 
on time. “We want to let 
you know that whatev-
er sins the Ministry had 
committed before should 
be forgiven. We have re-
pented and we will not sin 
anymore. We want you to 
see us as partners in pro-
gress. 

“It is in that spirit of  for-
giveness of  the just ended 
Ramadan fast that we feel 
that we fixed the meeting 
to discuss and resolve the 
issues.” Mallam Adamu 
Adamu suggested a new 
round of  negotiations to 
be reopened.

gains that will accrue to the 
people and government.

He concluded that the 
ultimate goal is to make 
living and shopping in 
Onitsha a pleasurable ex-
perience for all.

Some Landlords and 
stakeholders who spoke 
during the meeting include; 
the Chairman of  Stake-

holders in Onitsha North, 
Chief  Albert Okechukwu 
Ibekwe, Dr. Oge Adinu, 
Rex-Wilson Anyaora, Az-
ubuike Azor, Okechukwu 
Ibekwe, among others.

In their separate speech-
es, they outlined some of  
the challenges and sug-
gested some immediate 
and long term solutions 

such as construction of  
cemetery, government 
intervention at the Nki-
si-Aroli, nipping of  inse-
curity in the bud, duali-
zation of  GRA 3-3 road, 
social re-orientation, 
construction of  flyover at 
Ogidi market, setting up 
of  dedicated enforcement 
team, among others.

Hope Uzodimma bags SUN
‘Governor of the year’ Award  

T
he prestigious SUN 
Award held yester-
day at the Eko Ho-

tels and Suites Lagos, rec-
ognizes personalities with 
outstanding performance 
in public and private sector 
services. 

At the 19th Annual 
Awards, His Excellency, 
the Distinguished Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 
was decorated with the 
“GOVERNOR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD” for his 

outstanding performance 
so far in the restructuring 
of  Imo State despite chal-
lenges confronting his ad-
ministration.

During the citation on 
His Excellency, Governor 
Hope Uzodimma was de-
scribed as a silent achiever 
who embarked on infra-
structural remodeling of  
Imo State from the ruins it 
was before.

The Organizers took 
into account, the steadfast-
ness of  the Shared Pros-
perity administration in 
various areas vis-a-vis the 
Road Construction; Ed-
ucational Development; 
Agricultural Growth; In-
dustrialization Drive; Eco-
nomic Stability amongst 
other indices.

While this serves as a 
commendation for good 
service to the people, His 
Excellency takes it as an 
encouragement to deliver 
more to the good people 
of  Imo State.

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo

…. Education Minister, Adamu, asks ASUU for forgiveness
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 News  

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Anambra State 
Government says 
plans are underway 

to construct an international 
drug market that will reduce 
influx of  adulterated drugs 
in the state.

Dr Afam Obidike, the state 
Commissioner for Health, 
made the disclosure in Onit-
sha on Thursday, during an 
on-the-spot assessment of  
the location at Oba, Idemili 
South Local Government 
Area of  the state.

Obidike, along with of-
ficials of  the state Physical 
Planning Board said that the 
market would also reduce 
the influx of  low quality 
drugs into homes and health 
facilities.

”Anambra is one of  the 
four states benefitting from 
the project alongside, Kano, 
Abia and Lagos; with works 

International drug market underway in
Oba, Anambra State 

in the other three states al-
most at different completion 
stages.

“Unfortunately, the pro-
ject is unable to take off  in 
Anambra due to bottlenecks 
and encroachment by illegal 
developers.

“Gov. Charles Soludo’s 
administration has vested 
interest in the project and he 
wants it to be a world stand-
ard market, which is why he 
sent us on this visit to ascer-
tain if  the the project and its 
location meet international 
requirement.

“The governor is opti-
mistic that this project will 
reduce the influx of  adulter-
ated and low quality drugs 
into Anambra homes and 
health facilities,” he said.

Mr Chike Maduekwe, 
Chairman, Anambra State 
Physical Planning Board, on 
his part, said that the project 
had been in the pipeline for a 
very long time.

Governor Uzodimma with his wife, the First Lady, Chioma Uzodimma with the “GOVERNOR OF THE YEAR AWARD” 
at Eko Hotels in Lagos over the weekend.

According to him, the pro-
ject has been approved by 
the Federal Government and 
the Physical Society of  Ni-
geria to build a world-class 
drug market.

“The governor has also di-
rected that we issue notice to 
illegal occupants which has 

been done.
”We are advising individu-

als who have issues to come 
forward and show their 
interest as the governor is 
deeply committed to moving 
this project forward.

“To ensure proper control 
of  the environment where 

Arthur Nzeribe’s death @ 83: 
His life and times 

T
he Oguta-born mav-
erick Second Re-
public politician, 

Senator Francis Arthur 
Nzeribe, is dead. He was 
aged 83. A reliable source 
close to the family dis-
closed this on Sunday af-
ternoon on the condition 
of  anonymity saying the 
flamboyant politician died 
in a foreign hospital. Chief  
Francis Arthur Nzeribe, 
a multi-billionaire invest-
ment mogul, was born in 
Oguta, Imo State on 2 No-
vember 1938. His father, 
Oyimba Nzeribe, was a 
lawyer and former state 
counsel, and his grandfa-
ther, Akpati Nzeribe, held 
the traditional title of  Og-
buagu, Oshiji, Damanze 
Oyimba of  Oguta.[cita-
tion needed] His second 
wife is the sister of  Hajia 
Asabe Yar’Adua, wife of  
the late General Shehu 
Musa Yar’Adua, who was 
brother of  President Uma-
ru Yar’Adua.

Nzeribe lost his mother 
when he was a primary 
school student, while his 
father was away in Great 

Britain studying law.
His care was taken over 

by Catholic priests who 
were involved in furthering 
his education.

He attended Bishop 
Shanahan College, Orlu 
and Holy Ghost College, 
Owerri. In 1957, he trave-
led to Lagos where he ob-
tained employment with 
Nigeria’s port authority as 
an engineering cadet, and 
a year later, he received a 
scholarship from the NPA 
to study marine engineer-
ing.

He took courses at Ports-
mouth College of  Tech-
nology and later attended 
Chesterfield College of  
Technology in England. 
By 1960 he was selling life 
insurance to black immi-
grants in Britain. Return-
ing to Nigeria in 1961 he 
was briefly an employee 
of  Shell, then for a few 
months an Air Force ca-
det. Thereafter, he worked 
for Gulf  Oil at the firm’s 
Escravos facility.

Nzeribe soon left Gulf  
Oil and returned to Lon-
don, where he opened Jea-

drugs are sold, the land was 
acquired by the Asset Man-
agement Corporation of  Ni-
geria and they are willing to 
go ahead with the project,” 
Maduekwe said.

In his remarks, Dr Ifediro-
ra Amobi, the Managing Di-
rector, Anambra Investment 

Promotion and Protection 
Agency, said that the project, 
besides, delivery of  services 
to the people of  the state, 
would also increase internal-
ly generated revenue.

The state officials sealed 
off  ongoing illegal structure 
built on site and eviction no-
tices served to owners.

fan, a public relations firm, 
with one Ghanaian and 
two English partners. The 
firm worked with a number 
of  African diplomatic mis-
sions in London including 
the Ghana High Commis-
sion. The well dressed and 
mannered Nzeribe was 
able to gain the confidence 
of  a few notable clients.

Through the Ghana 
Commission, he met 
Kwame Nkrumah of  
Ghana and started to work 
for him in public relations. 
Nkrumah also introduced 
him to other African lead-
ers.

In 1966, when the Na-
tional Liberation Council 
(NLC) overthrew Nkru-
mah, Nzeribe and Jea-
fan briefly lost influence 
in Ghana but the NLC 
leadership soon turned 
to Jeafan to help improve 
the public image of  their 
administration. Nzeribe 
developed a working re-
lationship with Joseph 
Arthur Ankrah, head of  
the liberation council, but 
when Ankrah left office in 
April 1969, Nzeribe lost in-

fluence in Ghana.
In 1969, Nzeribe started 

up the Fanz Organization 
based in London, deal-
ing in heavy construction, 
arms, oil brokerage, pub-
lishing and property invest-
ment, with much business 
in the Middle East and 
Gulf  states.

By 1979, Fanz had an 
annual trading turnover of  
£70 million. He is believed 
to be worth over 1.5 billion 
dollars as of  2018.

In Nigeria, Nzeribe built 
up Sentinel Assurance 
and other companies. His 
country home in Oguta is 
called Heaven of  Peace, an 
estate that contains multi-
ple mansions.

In 1983, he spent N12m 
to win a Senatorial seat in 
Orlu. Ten years later, in 
1993, he founded the noto-
rious Association for a Bet-
ter Nigeria (ABN), which 
backed General Ibrahim 
Babangida in scuttling the 
worldwide acknowledged 
“June 12 election” that 
would have brought in the 
billionaire, Chief  Mos-
hood Kashimawo Olawale 
(MKO) Abiola as the pop-
ularly elected president. 
MKO later died in General 
Sani Abacha’s gulag. Nze-
ribe just ended his sojourn 
on mother earth. A man’s 
deed lives after him.

Ideato North demands state 
govt to rehabilitate Okigwe,
Arondizuogu, Akokwa roads
By Grace Ofurum

G
rieving over dilapi-
dated roads which 
dampen economic 

activities, reducing comfort at 
Arondizuogu, Ideato North 
local government area, Imo 
State, royal fathers, leaders, 
youths, women and children 
of  the locality in a peaceful 
demonstration, have urged 
the federal government to 
urgently come to their aid 
by rehabilitating the Okig-
we, Arondizuogu, Amaichi, 
Akokwa, Uga, Oba road.

Showing off  their frustra-
tion created by the menace 
of  the deplorable road, indi-
genes of  the community, last 
week, took to the streets of  
Arondizuogu in protest, bear-
ing placards with different 
writings such as “Economic 
Activities Crumbling, Our 
People Are Dying, Stop The 
Killing, Fix The Road and 
Stop The Rape”, among oth-
er heart touching messages.

Chairman, Arondizuogu 
Council of  Traditional Rul-
ers and Ideato North Tradi-
tional Institution and Com-
munity Policing, HRM, Eze 
Cosman Ndubuisi Kanu, 
of  Iheme Izuogu auton-
omous community, who 
spoke to journalists, dur-
ing the demonstration, ex-
pressed disappointment in 
the federal government over 
its neglect of  the people of  
Arondizuogu especially as it 
affects road construction.

Eze Kanu decried the rate 

of  kidnapping, armed rob-
bery, banditry perpetrated 
against his people given to 
the bad road, regretting that 
their people were often kid-
napped, robbed and even 
killed at the dilapidated 
spots.

“We cannot even go from 
here to Okigwe anymore 
because of  bad road, also 
armed robbers, kidnappers 
and bandits terrorize our peo-
ple at that point. Armed rob-
bery, kidnapping are what we 
are suffering here. If  the road 
is through, I do not think that 
if  a vehicle is on motion that 
any sane human would stand 
on the road to kidnap and 
rob, just because of  the bad 
road, this evil happens”.

He also noted that the bad 
road has affected the econ-
omy of  the area adversely, 
hindering the transportation 
of  their farm products to the 
markets, hence their plea to 
the government for prompt 
intervention on the road, 
which he said is a linking 
road to a good number of  
villages and some states like 
Umulolo, Onuimo, Akokwa, 
Amaeche, Abia State, Ebonyi 
State”.

Thus, Barr. Emeka Ezeoke, 
Legal Adviser, Arondizuogu 
Patriotic Union and Adaku 
Dike, who spoke separately, 
bemoaned the death- trap 
road, frowning that all forms 
of  crimes are carried out on 
the road on daily basis, in-
forming that the road is the 
shortest route to different 
places in the South East.
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Foreign News

W
ars and natural dis-
asters tear families 
apart worldwide. 
The German Red 

Cross tries to put them back in 
touch.

Where are my children, my hus-
band, my parents? Are they dead, 
have they been injured, or arrest-
ed? What happened to my sister? 
Questions like these torment peo-
ple who have experienced war or 
were forced to flee, as is currently 
the case for many in Ukraine.

“If  these people don’t know the 
whereabouts of  their relatives, they 
are desperate,” says Marina Brink-
mann. This, she adds, is just as true 
for refugees from Ukraine as for peo-
ple from all other conflict regions, 
whom she and her international 
team try to help: People who have 
fled Afghanistan, Somalia, Syria or 
Iraq.

Brinkmann heads the Internation-
al Search Specialist Group at the 
German Red Cross’s tracing section 
in Munich, whose slogan is “Restor-
ing family links.”

Brinkmann’s team has registered 
107 search requests from people in 
Ukraine since the war began in Feb-
ruary — and that number is rising. 
Many have lost contact with their 
relatives in Mariupol, others lost 
touch with relatives while they were 
fleeing through Poland or Hungary. 
About one in five inquiries concerns 
Ukrainian soldiers.

The Federal Criminal Police Of-
fice told DW that the database for 
missing persons in Germany has 
recorded 51 people with Ukrainian 
citizenship since mid-February, in-
cluding four children under the age 
of  14 (as of  May 5), though not all 
of  these cases are thought to be di-
rectly related to the military conflict.

Those seeking help from the Red 
Cross can fill out an online form to 
get an appointment at one of  more 
than 90 counseling centers in Ger-
many, where personal data and all 
information that can help find miss-
ing persons is recorded: Are they 
military or civilians, where were 
they before they disappeared, could 
they be injured, might they be de-
tained somewhere? All data is treat-
ed confidentially.

For searches in conflict areas, the 
German Red Cross passes the re-
quests on to the delegation of  the 
International Committee of  the Red 
Cross (ICRC) or its regional partner 
organizations.

In the case of  Ukraine, the Central 
Tracing Agency (CTA) at the ICRC 
in Geneva collects requests and for-
wards them to ICRC committees in 
Ukraine and, in some cases, Russia. 
“People are fleeing in both direc-
tions,” says Brinkmann.

Getting clarity about the fate of  
relatives is extremely important. 
The Swiss national Henry Dunant, 
who is considered the founder of  the 
Red Cross, spoke to injured and dy-
ing soldiers on battlefields in Italy in 
1859 and then delivered their mes-
sages to their families.

May 8, Dunant’s birthday, is In-
ternational World Red Cross and 

The Red Cross team in Munich helps people search for missing relatives

Red Crescent Day. There are Red 
Cross or Red Crescent organizations 
in 192 countries. In conflicts, they re-
main neutral in order to gain access 
to all people who need help.

The Central Tracing Service at the 
ICRC, the CTA, was established 150 
years ago. In 2018 alone, the network 
was able to solve a case every half  
hour. In Germany, one of  the larg-
est tracing services started operating 
in 1945, after the end of  the Second 
World War, says Dorota Dziwoki, 
head of  the Tracing Service Control 
Center.

The service is free of  charge, fund-
ed by the German Interior Ministry, 
and is in high demand: As recently 
as 2021, the Tracing Service re-
ceived more than 13,000 inquiries 
about the fate of  missing persons in 
World War II. Since the end of  the 
Cold War in the late 1990s, Soviet 
files have supplemented the archive. 
They include video interviews re-
corded by people who recount how 
relieved they were when the fate of  
their father or grandmother was fi-
nally clarified.

Nothing is worse than uncertainty, 
say people who are seeking relatives. 
For decades, for example, the fate of  
many victims of  the Balkan wars in 
the 1990s remained unknown.

The DRK Tracing Service has 
supported a project for relatives 
who arrived in Germany and had 
lost track of  family members, Ma-
rina Brinkmann recalls: “They gave 
us DNA samples, described exactly 
what the missing individuals look 
like and what clothes they had last 
been seen wearing.” Even if  mass 
graves are not found for decades, fo-
rensic scientists can still find match-
es. “We always get information. The 
fate of  the missing can be clarified,” 
Brinkmann says.

Even more difficult is the search 
for individuals who went missing 
as they tried to cross the Mediterra-
nean Sea to come to Europe. Some 

24,000 people have drowned there 
since 2014, according to estimates 
by the International Organization 
for Migration. Only when the dead 
wash up on the shores and are iden-
tified can their relatives gain clarity.

There is a small ICRC delegation 
that specializes in such inquiries in 
Greece. The German Red Cross 
Tracing Service accompanies rel-
atives to the police in Germany if  
they want to submit DNA samples 
for comparison.

The Red Cross can also establish 

contact with people in detention 
centers or prisons in conflict areas. 
The ICRC has the right to visit de-
tainees, Brinkmann explains: “They 
are registered, medical assistance 
can then be provided if  necessary. 
Detainees also have the right to con-
tact relatives at home and abroad.”

One option is communication 
through the Red Cross, which can 
deliver letters that are not sealed and 
have no political content. For ex-
ample, he said, the Tracing Service 
helped a man in Germany stay in 

Ukraine war puts spotlight on Red Cross
service to find missing people

Zimbabwe suspends bank lending in bid
to arrest currency decline

Z
imbabwe’s government 
on Saturday ordered 
banks to stop lending 
with immediate effect in 

a move Harare said was designed 
to stop speculation against the 
Zimbabwean dollar and was part 
of  a raft of  measures to arrest its 
rapid devaluation on the black 
market.

The southern African country 
reintroduced a local currency in 
2019 after abandoning it in 2009 
when it was hit by hyperinflation.

However, the Zimbabwean 
dollar, which is officially quoted 
at 165.94 against the U.S. dol-
lar, has continued to slide on the 
black market, where it is trad-
ing between 330 and 400 to the 
greenback.

The black market exchange rate 

has moved from about 200 Zim-
babwe dollars at the beginning of  
the year.

President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa on Saturday announced 
measures he said were meant to 
arrest the currency’s deprecia-
tion, which he said threatened 
Zimbabwe’s economic stability.

“Lending by banks to both the 
government and the private sector 
is hereby suspended with imme-
diate effect, until further notice,” 
Mnangagwa said in a statement.

He accused unnamed specu-
lators of  borrowing Zimbabwe 
dollars at below-inflation inter-
est rates and using the money to 
trade in forex.

Other measures include an in-
creased tax on forex bank trans-

touch with his brother, who was im-
prisoned in the US detention center 
at Guantanamo Bay.

Eventually, the Red Cross organ-
ized a video call across four conti-
nents for the case: “the detainee in 
Guantanamo, the brother in Ger-
many, the rest of  the family in Mau-
ritania, and a cousin in Malaysia.” 
This was a logistical challenge not 
only because of  the time difference, 
Marina Brinkmann recalls. All talks 
“may only be conducted from the 
premises of  the Red Cross.”

fers, higher levies on forex cash 
withdrawals above $1,000, and 
the payment of  taxes which used 
to be charged in forex in local cur-
rency.

The devaluation of  the Zim-
babwe dollar’s black market ex-

change rate, which is used in 
most financial transactions in the 
economy, has been driving up in-
flation.

Year-on-year inflation quick-
ened to 96.4% in April, from 
60.6% in January. 

  A street vendor poses as he displays bond notes, before the introduction of 
new currency in Harare



wo pregnant women Thave been arrested 
by the National 

Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) at the 
M u r t a l a  M u h a m m e d  
Inter nat ional  Air por t  

ersons suspected to Pbe members of  the 
p r o s c r i b e d 

Indigenous People  of  
Biafra, IPOB on Sunday 
attacked a trailer carrying 
cattle.

In a viral video on the 

hree persons were at Tt h e  w e e k e n d 
a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e 

p o l i c e  f o r  a l l e g e d l y 
attacking and robbing a 
company in Ogijo, Sagamu 
Local Government Area of  
Ogun State.

The Ogun State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
A b i m b o l a  O y e y e m i , 
identified the suspects as 
Shadrach Blessing (25 
years), Edibo Peter (25 
y e a r s )  a n d  O s u aw g u 
Oyebuchi (27 years).

Oyeyemi said their 
arrest followed a distress 
call received by policemen 

a t  O g i j o  d i v i s i o n a l 
headquarters that some 
suspected armed robbers 
had invaded one Ruthfort 
Service Limited along the 
Ikorodu-Sagamu road in 
Ogijo.

The PPRO disclosed 
on Sunday that the suspects 
had scaled the fence to gain 
access into the company at 
about 2:45 am.

According to him, the 
armed men pointed a gun at 
the security guard, after 
cutting the security wire, 
ordering the guard to lay 
face-down “while they 
removed four industrial 
batteries.”

“On rece iv ing  the 

distress call, the DPO of  
O g i j o  d i v i s i o n ,  C S P 
Onatufeh Umoh, quickly 
led his patrol team to the 
scene where the robbers 
who have already escaped 
to the street were chased in 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
members of  public and 
apprehended three amongst 
t h e m ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s 
escaped,” it was learnt.

Oyeyemi hinted that 
the four industrial batteries 
were recovered from the 
men, adding that Ogun 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Lanre Bankole, ordered 
t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  b e 
transferred to the state CIID 
for discreet investigation.

internet, the trailer bearing 
the cattle was seen going up 
in flames, while cattle 
which alighted from the 
truck were seen wandering 
without direction.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  t h e 
inc ident  happened a t 
Ezinifite/Uga Road in 
Aguata Local Government 

Area of  Anambra State at 
about 8am on Sunday 
morning.

The Anambra State 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d 
S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  D S P 
Toochukwu Ikenga was yet 
to confirm as at the time of  
filing this report.

(MMIA) in Lagos for 
attempting to import and 
export illicit drugs.

L a s t  We d n e s d a y,  
NDLEA operatives at the 
SAHCO export shed of  the 
airport intercepted some 

cartons of  alcoholic drinks 
suspected to contain illicit 
drugs.

A freight agent, who 
brought the consignment 
for export to Dubai, UAE, 
Shola Ogunrinde was 

detained.
A follow-up operation 

led to the arrest of  a 
pregnant woman, Mrs. Seun 
Babatunde, who operates an 
alcohol joint in the Pleasure 
area of  Iyana Ipaja.

S e v e n  p a r c e l s  o f  
cannabis and a sachet of  
ecstasy drug (MDMA) were 
found concealed inside cans 
of  Black Bullet alcoholic 
drinks.

Babatunde claimed the 
drugs were being sent to her 
husband who lives in Dubai.

The second pregnant 
woman, Mrs. Gloria Asibor 
was arrested last Thursday 
while attempting to board a 
Turkish Airline flight to 
Bolonia, Spain via Istanbul, 
Turkey.

A search of  her luggage 
containing food items led to 
the discovery of  300 tablets 
of  200mg and 225mg high 
dosage Tramadol concealed 
in crayfish.

A l s o,  a  B r a z i l i a n  
returnee, Nworie Phillip 
Chikwendu was nabbed last 
Tuesday during an inward 
clearance of  passengers on a 

he Imo State Police TC o m m a n d  h a s 
busted a criminal 

hideout in Ahiazu Mbaise 
LGA of  Imo State, arrested 
nine suspected kidnappers 
and rescued two victims.

T h e  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C P 
Mohammed Ahmed Barde 
revealed this in a press 
release made available to 
newsmen in Owerri, Imo 
State.

Narrating the incident, 
the police said its operatives 
on 5/5/2022 at about 23: 50 
h o u r s ,  s t o r m e d  t h e 
kidnappers’ den and arrested 
one Obinna Onuoha age 35 
years, a native of  Umuegwu 
Mpam and Igbokwe Joseph 
age 35 years, a native of  
Umuchoko Ihitte Aforukwu, 
both natives of  Ahiazu 
Mbaise LGA of  Imo State 
and the victim held captive 
was rescued unhurt.

According to the Police 
statement, “Following a 
report of  the kidnapping of  
one Dominic Chukwuma 
a n d  S i l a s  N n a w u b i a 
respectively, received by the 
C o m m a n d ' s  A n t i -
Kidnapping Unit on 30th 
April 2022. The Operatives 
immediately swung into 
action.

“ I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
interrogation, the suspects 
confessed to the crime of  
kidnapping and revealed 
how they escaped from Imo 
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e 

Jailbreak of  5th of  April, 
2021, and after their escape, 
got a safe hideout in Ahiazu 
M b a i s e ,  f o r m e d  a 
kidnapping syndicate with 
their hideouts in strategic 
areas in the state. And have 
been the ones involved in 
m o s t  o f  t h e  d e a d l y 
k i d n a p p i n g  i n c i d e n t s 
recorded in the state.

The CP said the suspects 
l a t e r  t o o k  t h e  p o l i c e 
operatives to their various 
hideouts in the state where 
most of  their gang members 
w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  T h o s e 
ar res ted  inc lude  Tochi 
Chilak, 27 years, a native of  
Ezeala Ihitte in Aboh Mbaise 
LGA of  Imo State, Sunday 
Richard, 32 years, a native of  
Ikom in Cross River State, 
Comfort Ogboage, 35 years, 
a native of  Gwer West in 
Naka LGA of  Benue State.

Others are Igbo Simeon, 
33 years, a native of  Gwer 
West in Naka LGA of  Benue 

State, Cyril Iwuagwu, 65 
years, a native of  Umegwu 
Mpam in Ahiazu Mbaise 
L G A  o f  I m o  S t a t e , 
Nkechinyere Ibe, 35 years, a 
native of  Umuoyoka Ihitte 
Aforukwu in Ahiazu Mbaise 
LGA of  Imo State, Ebo 
Ubochi, 26 years, a native of  
Umuaraku in Ehime Mbano 
LGA of  Imo State.

The police statement 
s a i d ,  “ s e a r c h i n g  t h e 
k i d n a p p e r s '  h i d e o u t s 
thoroughly, the following 
items were recovered; one 
AK47 rifle, breech number 
1142 with eighty-four rounds 
of  live ammunition, four 
locally made pistols, forty-six 
rounds of  live cartridges, one 
To y o t a  4 R u n n e r  S U V 
vehicle belonging to the 
victim, multiple banks ATM 
cards stolen from their 
victims and the personal 
belongings.

Qatar Airways flight from 
Sao Paulo enroute Doha to 
Lagos.

Two parcels of  cocaine 
were discovered concealed 
in a pair of  brown slippers 
hidden in his backpack.

A further search of  the 
pair of  black slippers he 
wore led to the recovery of  
additional two parcels of  
cocaine built into the soles.

Nworie who claimed to 
be a barber in Sao Paulo, 
said he came to Nigeria for 
the burial of  his father.

The suspect claimed he 
got into the criminal act 
because  h i s  t r ip  was  
sponsored by a Brazil-based 
friend who gave him the 
drug to deliver in Lagos for 
N2million.

M e a n w h i l e,  l a r g e  
c o n s i g n m e n t s  o f  
psychoactive substances 
have been intercepted in 
p a r t s  o f  N o r t h w e s t ,  
N o r t h e a s t  a n d  
Northcentral.

In Kaduna, a drug 
dealer, Obinna Anene a.k.a 
Young Alhaji was arrested 
on on Friday at Buwaya in 

Kaduna.
In his possession were 

50,000 tablets of  Diazepam 
weighing 9kg, 595 tablets of  
T r a m a d o l  w e i g h i n g  
318grams and 8 tablets of  
Co-codamol  weighing  
6grams.

T h e  s a m e  d ay,  a  
trafficker, Alhaji Modu 
Yahaya was caught with 
2 6 . 5 k g  c a n n a b i s  i n  
Damaturu, Yobe, while 
travelling in a commercial 
vehicle from Abuja to 
Maiduguri, Borno.

In Lagos, during raids 
in black spots in Mushin 
Olosha, Akala, Langbasa 
a n d  I k o t a ,  d i f f e r e n t  
quantities of  Cocaine, 
Heroin, Methamphetamine, 
Cannabis, and Skuchies 
were found.

Those arrested include 
Ke h i n d e  I l o r i ;  O s h o  
D e m o l a  N u r u d e e n ;  
K a m a r u d e e n  I s i a k a ;  
Kazeem Ishola; Afeez 
Adebolade;  Oguntana 
A d u r a g b e m i ;  C h u k s  
Alowai; Mrs Bola Kazeem 
and Kehinde Ogunleye.
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Pregnant women, barber arrested for drug trafficking 

Cattle roam streets as suspected
IPOB members set trailer ablaze in
Anambra

Police burst kidnappers’ hideout in
Imo, arrest 9, rescue 2 victims

Three arrested for robbing company
in Ogun

The arrested battery thieves

The kidnappers and recovered items



he cost of  fuel pump Tincreased from N87 
p e r  l i t r e  a s  o f  

December 2015 to N165.77 
b y  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  
showing an increase of  
90.54 per cent. 

This is according to the 
Fuel Pump Price Per Litre – 
Average (PMS) data from 
the  Centra l  Bank o f  
Nigeria. 

The Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation 

became the sole importer of  
petrol in Nigeria in 2016 
a f t e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government introduced the 
p r i c e  m o d u l a t i o n  
mechanism, which saw the 
p u m p  p r i c e  o f  t h e  

commodity rise. 
A few months after the 

hike in May 2016, the value 
o f  c r u d e  o i l  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t  
soared, while the value of  
Nigeria's currency, the 

naira,  s l id  to almost  
N500/dollar, from about 
N197 to the dollar.

Th i s  a f f e c t ed  the  
landing cost of  petrol, 
which rose steeply, and the 
country not willing to hike 
the pump price of  the 
commodity again, soon 
returned to subsidising the 
product. 

The NNPC said that 
f u e l  s u b s i d y  g u l p e d  
N306.92bn in 2015. 

In 2021, the NNPC 
said fuel subsidy gulped 
N1.43tn, although there 
was no record for under-
recovery in January. 

This means that the 
cost of  fuel subsidy rose by 
365.92 per cent within the 
six-year period. 

The NNPC called the 
subsidy payments under-
recovery and deducted it 
from the proceeds of  its 
domestic crude oil sales, 
before making remittances 
to the Federation Account. 

The President, Major 
General  Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), announced 
himself  as substantive 
Minister of  Petroleum in 
2015. Before his regime, 
Buhari had denied the 
existence of  fuel subsidy, 
describing it as fraud. 

H o w e v e r ,  a s  a  
president, Buhari has failed 
to address the fuel subsidy 
c r i s i s ,  w h i c h  d r a i n s  
government revenue. 

The World Bank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund have decried the 
continued spending by the 
Nigerian government on the 
petrol subsidy, urging the 
government to end the 

subsidy regime.
However, the Nigeria 

Labour Congress and other 
pressure groups and trade 
unions had threatened 
nationwide protests against 
the removal of  the fuel 
subsidy. 

Although the Federal 
Government had planned 
to eliminate the fuel subsidy 
b y  J u n e  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  
government backtracked on 
the plan and extended the 
subsidy regime by 18 
months.

The Niger ian Bar  
Associa t ion,  amongst  
others, had described the 
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress-led 
government to suspend its 
planned petrol subsidy 
removal as an election 
strategy. 

Also, the NNPC has 
said a total of  N4tn from the 
Federal Government is 
required to fund the fuel 
subsidy in 2022. 

Recent figures from the 
NNPC showed that fuel 
subsidy gulped N675.93bn 
in the first quarter of  2022. 

According to the oil 
firm, fuel subsidy gulped 
N210.38bn, N219.78bn, 
and N245.77bn in January, 
February, and March 2022 
respectively. 

The President's Special 
Adviser on Media and 
Publicity, Femi Adesina, 
earlier this year said 
Nigerians will have to pay a 
p r i c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  
subsidising PMS, adding 
that the country might be 
left with no other choice but 
to continue borrowing to 
shoulder its fiscal overhead. 
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Fuel pump price jumps by 91% in six years –Report

GenCos, NBET renegotiate contracted capacity
– NERC

h e  N i g e r i a n TElectricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) 

yesterday revealed that some 
Genera t ion  Companies 
(Gencos) have commenced 
t h e  r e n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  
contracted capacity with the 
Nigerian Bulk Electricity 
Trading Company (NBET) in 
order to free up energy for 
eligible customers.

NERC's Vice Chairman, 
Musiliu Oseni, who made 
this disclosure in a press 
briefing in Abuja, insisted 
that nothing had gone wrong 
with the implementation of  
t h e  e l i g i b l e  c u s t o m e r s 
regulation implementation.

He stressed that it is still 
on course. According to him, 
there are a few eligible 
customers because of  the 
handful ones that have been 
a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r 
submission and review of  the 
necessary documentation.

The  Vice -Cha i r man 
added that some of  the 
customers that are yet to 
s e c u r e  a p p r o v a l  h a v e 
challenges that include data 
or the inability of  their 
potential generator to sell 
additional capacity to them 
under that framework.

He explained that this is 
b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  t h e 
generators in the country 
already have contracts with 

the Nigerian Bulk Electricity 
Trading (NBET), stressing 
that GenCos cannot contract 
the same capacity twice.

On the renegotiation 
between GenCos and NBET, 
he said: “But of  course, some 
of  them (GenCos) are also 
making a move to renegotiate 
the contracted capacity 
already made with NBET in 
order to free up some capacity 
to sell to eligible customers.

“So nothing wrong is 

he International TMonetary Fund has 
said rising oil prices 

may lead to high inflation 
and slow growth across the 
world. 

It stated that the rising 
oil prices may echo the 
1970s when geopolitical 
tensions caused fossil fuel 
prices to spike. 

It disclosed this in a 
new report titled, 'Lower oil 
reliance insulates the world 
from 1970s-style crude 
shock.' According to the 
IMF, the war in Ukraine 
and sanctions on Russia are 
c a u s i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l 
e c o n o m i c  s p i l l ove r s , 
notably for energy. 

The Washington-based 
lender said, “For some, 

rising oil prices may echo 
the 1970s when geopolitical 
tensions also caused fossil 
fuel prices to spike.

“Memories of  the high 
inflation and slow growth 
that followed—known as 
stagflation—have fueled 
concerns about a possible 
r e p e a t .  I m p o r t a n t l y, 
t h o u g h ,  t i m e s  h a v e 
changed.” 

It added that oil price 
i n c r e a s e s  h av e  b e e n 
c o n t a i n e d  b y  s p a r e 
production capacity in 
s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d 
petroleum reser ves  in 
others. 

The IMF stated that 
Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, had risen to a 
seven-year high of  about 

$100 before the Ukraine 
crisis pushed it above $130. 

The IMF said, “Central 
banks, too, have changed 
since the 1970s. More are 
independent today, and the 
credibility of  monetary 
p o l i c y  h a s  b r o a d l y 
s trengthened over  the 
intervening decades. 

“We expect  g lobal 
growth to be close to the 
pre-pandemic average of  
3.5 per cent, even after our 
April World Economic 
O u t l o o k  l o w e r e d 
projections, but it still could 
slow more than forecast, 
and inflation could turn out 
higher than expected. 

“This may be most 
salient for parts of  Europe, 
given their relatively higher 
reliance on Russian energy 
imports.” 

happening to the regulations 
in place. This framework is 
ongoing.”

E a r l i e r,  t h e  N E RC 
chairman, Engr.  Sanusi 
Garba debunked media 
reports on tariff  hikes.

He insisted that there was 
no new tariff  review other 
than the ones that had been 
reported.

But he admitted that the 
Extraordinary 2022 Multi-
Year Tariff  Order (MYTO) 

took effect in February 2022 
and was only released on the 
c o m m i s s i o n ' s  w e b s i t e 
Thursday when the media 
feasted on it.

According to him, the 
DisCos had already made 
public the same tariff.

The reporters, however, 
stood their  ground that 
inasmuch as NERC posted it 
on its website for the first time 
on Thursday, it was news at 
that time.

Rising crude oil prices'll worsen
inflation says IMF
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he Governor of the Central Bank, Mr Godwin Emefiele, says has not taken the decision to run for president in 2023. He, however, said TGod would direct him on issues relating to the 2023 presidency in the “next few days”. The CBN governor also noted that he won't depend 
on proxies to buy Expression of Interest and Nomination forms if he decides to contest. Some groups, including farmers, purchased the 

presidential nomination form of the All Progressives Congress for the CBN governor. He said this in a series of tweets on Saturday. The CBN 
governor had come under heavy criticism over the All Progressives Congress' Presidential Expression of Interest and Nomination forms 
reportedly obtained for him by farmers and friends. The Ondo State Governor, Mr Rotimi Akeredolu had called on President Muhammadu 
Buhari to sack the Governor of the Central Bank, Mr Godwin Emefiele, for obtaining of All Progressives Congress presidential nomination 
form. Akeredolu, in a statement on Friday, said Emefiele's purported action, “if unchecked timeously portends great danger to the fragile 
economy of the country.” Similarly, the National Publicity Secretary of the PDP, Mr Debo Ologunagba, disclosed that the CBN Act clearly stated 
that the governor and deputy governors of the bank must be fully dedicated to their jobs. This was as the Peoples Democratic Party also lambasted 
the CBN Governor over the issue. The PDP spokesman said it was unfortunate that the CBN governor, who ought to be focused on the nation's 
monetary policy, had the time to engage in partisan politics, adding that it was time for Nigerians to vote in the PDP to restore order.

I
 am humbled by the growing interest of  those asking that I run for the Office 

of  President in the 2023 general elections: I have not come to that decision. I 

note and salute the sacrifices of  those farmers and patriots going as far as 

raising personal funds and offering me Presidential Nomination Forms: I thank 

them most profusely. “However, Should I answer their calls and decide to seek 

presidential nomination, i will use my own hard-earned savings from over 35 

years of  banking leadership to buy my own Nomination Forms, without proxies 

in an open and transparent manner in full compliance with the laws and 

Constitution of  The Federal Republic of  Nigeria. “And should I not run for 

elected office, I will continue to serve and sacrifice for the good people of  Nigeria 

under the able leadership of  President Muhammadu Buhari. This is a serious 

decision that requires God's Divine intervention: in the next few days The 

Almighty will so direct.” “My focus at this time is a robust monetary policy and 

fighting inflation which is now a global problem; building a strong financial 

system in an increasingly uncertain global economy,”  Using the hashtag 

#NoDistractionsPlease, in March 2022, Mr Emfiele stressed that he was focused 

on “Development finance and supporting farmers & manufacturers in our self-

sufficiency and import substitution drive; raising N15 trillion for InfraCo 

infrastructure financing “Building a world class International Financial Center in 

Lagos; as we support the Muhammadu Buhari Administration to finish strong.

t is incontrovertible that Mr Emefiele enjoys a constitutionally Iprotected right to belong to any group or association and participate 
fully, just as any Nigerian. It is, however, difficult to imagine that a 

person who occupies the exalted and sensitive office of  the governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria will be this brazen in actualising his ambition. 
“There is no gain asserting the obvious. The combined effect of  the Public 
Service Rules, CBN Act and the 1999 Constitution, as amended, exposes 
not only the oddity inherent in this brash exercise of  presumed right to 
associate. It also confirms the illegality of  the act should he proceed to 
submit the forms while occupying the seat as Governor of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria. “He cannot combine partisan politics with the very 
delicate assignment of  his office. Should he refuse to quit, it becomes 
incumbent on the President and Commander-in-Chief  of  the Armed 
Forces to remove him forthwith. This is a joke taken too far.” The CBN 
governor is governed by the CBN Act. Section 9 is unambiguously clear 
about what the CBN governor and deputies should do and it says they 
shall devote the whole of  their time to the service of  the bank and they will 
not engage in any other vocation. “Now, his action is completely in 
contravention of  that Act and that amounts to gross misconduct and that 
qualifies him to be removed from office in line with Section 11 of  the Act. 
This is completely irresponsible and at variance with our laws.
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By Anthony Ogbekile

Outcry as proxy purchases presidency
forms for CBN Gov, Emefiele

I'll decide in the coming days
– Emefiele

Sack Emefiele now – Akeredolu
EmefieleEmefieleEmefiele AkeredoluAkeredoluAkeredolu
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aidu Sanusi scored in Za d d e d  t i m e  o n 
Saturday as Porto 

c l i n c h e d  t h e i r  3 0 t h 
Portuguese league title with 
a  1 -0  v i c to r y  away  to 
Benfica.

T h e  r e s u l t  a l s o 
guarantees that last year's 
champions Sporting will 
finish second, and qualify for 

h e  N i g e r i a n Tinternational played a 
starring role as Nantes 

claimed this season's Coupe 
de France with a narrow win 
over Nice. 

Moses Simon claimed his 
first trophy in France after 
Nantes won their fourth 
Coupe de France trophy with 
a narrow 1-0 win over Nice at 

N
i ge r i a n  s t r i k e r, 
O d i o n  I g h a l o 
scored  one  and 

provided another assist to 
inspire Al Hilal to a 4-2 
comeback win over Damak 

from the penalty spot.
Mansor Hamzi restored 

Damac's lead, but Matheus 
Pereira leveled proceedings 
for Al Hilal yet again.

Marega then gave the 
visitors the lead for the first 
time in the encounter before 
Ighalo made sure of  the 
three points in second-half  
stoppage time.

Ighalo has scored eight 
goals in eight league matches 
since his January move from 
Al Shabab, with his overall 
20 goals still the best in the 
division.

in the Saudi Pro League.
Ighalo had fired blanks 

as Al Hilal stumbled to a 2-2 
draw at home to Sharjah 
Cultural Club and lost 0-2 to 
Al Rayyan, both in the AFC 
Champions League, before 
losing 2-0 at Al Feiha in a 
league game.

B u t  t h e 
f o r m e r 
M a n c h e s t e r 
United striker 
was his side's 
best performer 
as the reigning 
c h a m p i o n s 
secured their 
15th win of  the 
campaign.

Ighalo set 
up Musab Al 
J u w a y r ' s 
equaliser after 
Z e l a y a  h a d 
given the home 
side the lead 

Stade de France. 
Simon, who has been one 

of  Nantes' best players this 
season, played his part in his 
73 minutes on the pitch. The 
Super Eagles star made three 
key passes, put in five crosses 
and one shot off  target. 

The game itself  was an 
end-to-end affair in the 
opening half, with both sides 

going for it. Nice had the first 
chance of  the game, but it was 
Nantes that got close to 
finding the breakthrough. 

However,  they were 
denied two times by Marcin 
Bulka in Nice's goal. The first 
half  ended goalless, but fans 
did not wait for too long 
following the restart for a 
goal. 

Nantes took the lead in 
the 47th-minute through 
Ludovic Blas' penalty after a 
handball incident in the box. 
Blas' penalty was the only 

igerian wing-back, 

NV i c t o r  M o s e s 
scored one and 

assisted another to power 
Spartak Moscow to a fine 3-
1 win over Ural at the 
Ekaterinburg Arena in the 
Russian Premier League.

A mid-season slump 
had condemned Spartak to 
a mediocre campaign with 
a finish in the European 
places out of  their reach.

But Paolo Vanoli's 
men made the tr ip to 
Ekaterinburg on the back of  
two wins in their last three 
matches and made it three 
victories in four thanks to 
two moments of  brilliance 

from their Nigerian import.
Ex-Chelsea and Inter 

Milan man Moses set up 
Jamaican striker Shamar 
Nicholson in the 26th 
minute  to  double  the 
advantage for the People's 
Team after the same player 
had given the visitors an 
11th-minute lead.

The former  Super 
Eagles forward made it 
three-nil for Spartak at the 
half-hour mark as the 
Gladiators went into the 
b r e a k  w i t h  a  h e a l t hy 
advantage.

Goglichidze struck 
one back for the home side, 
but Spartak held on to seal 
their seventh win of  the 
season.

shot on target Nantes had in 
the second half. 

Nice tried to find their 
way back into the game, but 
Alban Lafont was solid in 
Nantes' goal. With pressure 
mounting, Nantes manager 
Antoine Kombouare took off  
Simon for Osman Bukari in 
the 73rd-minute. 

Although Nice piled on 
the pressure in the final 
minutes, Nantes held on for 
an impor tant  win.  The 
victory means Nantes will 
play in Europe next season 
irrespective of  where they 
finish in the Ligue 1. 

a t f o r d  w e r e 

Wrelegated from 
t h e  P r e m i e r 

League after just one season 
back in the top-flight as 
Wilfried Zaha's penalty 
earned Crystal Palace a 1-0 
win on Saturday. 

Super Eagles Assistant 
Captain, William Troost-
Ekong, alongside Nigeria's 
midfielder,  Oghenekaro 
Etebo; attackers, Emmanuel 
Dennis and Samuel Kalu, 
p l ay  f o r  t h e  r e l e g a t e d 
Watford. 

A sixth consecutive 
defeat left the Hornets still 12 
points adrift of  safety with 
just three matches to play. 

R o y  H o d g s o n  w a s 
welcomed back to Selhurst 
Park a hero for his four years 
in charge of  Palace, but the 
former England manager's 
record of  never suffering 
relegation has ended with his 
final job before retiring at the 
end of  the season.

Hodgson was unable to 
rescue Watford after replacing 
the sacked Claudio Ranieri in 
January to become the club's 
third manager this  term 
following Xisco's dismissal in 
October. 

He arrived with Watford 
two points from safety but has 
managed only two wins in his 
15 games.

Watford's owners the 
Pozzo family have a long 
history of  churning through 
managers in ruthless fashion, 
but they have overseen two 
promotions to the Premier 
League during their reign and 
the club should be among the 
favourites in the second tier 
next term. 

There were few highlights 
for Watford in a campaign that 
always looked destined to end 
with relegation, although they 
did thrash Manchester United 
4-1 in Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's 
final match in charge of  the 
Red Devils in November. 

and have an eight-point edge 
and a game in hand on 
Lisbon rivals Benfica.

Benfica, who reached 
the quarterfinals of  the 
Champions League this 
season, will go into the 
qualifying round of  the 
competition.

Before their first league 
defeat this season, at Braga 

the Champions League 
group stage, with Benfica 
third.

Nigerian left-back Zaidu 
struck on a counter-attack 
minutes into stoppage time 
to put Porto nine points 
ahead with one round of  
games to play.

S p o r t i n g  t r av e l  t o 
Portimonense later Saturday 

two weeks ago, Porto, under 
coach Sergio Conceicao, set 
a new Portuguese league 
unbeaten record of  58 
games.

Porto will be able to 
crown their season with a 
double, when they face 
Tondela, 16th in the league, 
in the Portuguese Cup final 
on 22 May.
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Nigerian players dazzle in Europe, Asia
…Ekong, Dennis others go down to English second tier with Watford

Sanusi's goal hands Porto win at Benfica to seal Portuguese title

Moses Simon shines as Nantes beat Nice to
claim Coupe de France 

Ighalo brilliant as Al Hilal
beat Damak

Moses scores in Spartak
Moscow's win

Troost-Ekong, Dennis,
Etebo, Kalu relegated
from EPL with Watford

SimonSimonSimon

Sanusi ( R ) against Nunez of BenficaSanusi ( R ) against Nunez of BenficaSanusi ( R ) against Nunez of Benfica

MosesMosesMoses

IghaloIghaloIghalo
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rsenal took a huge 
s t e p  t o w a r d s 
s e c u r i n g 

C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
football next season as 
t h e y  s aw  o f f  a n  i l l -
disciplined Leeds United, 
with the 10-man visitors 
dropping into the Premier 
League relegation zone.

I t  w a s  a  f o u r t h 
successive win for Mikel 
Arteta's side and one that 

est Ham United 

Wt h r a s h e d 
r e l e g a t e d 

Norwich City 4-0 in the 
Premier League on Sunday 
to keep the pressure on 
Manchester United in the 
battle for sixth place and a 
swift return to the Europa 
League.

Said Benrahma put 
the Hammers ahead in the 
12th minute at Carrow 
Road with a def lected 
volley hit right-footed and 

low off  a Jarrod Bowen 
pass, and bagged his second 
in first-half  stoppage time.

Michail Antonio, who 
scored all the goals in a 4-0 
rout last time the Hammers 
visited Norwich at the end 
of  the 2020 season, had 
made it 2-0 on the half  hour 
with his first league goal 
since 1 January.

The first three goals 
were all assisted by Bowen.

The Canaries thought 
they had pulled one back in 

the 47th when former West 
Ham defender Sam Byram 
netted but a VAR review 
ruled it out for handball.

Manuel Lanzini made 
it 4-0 from the penalty spot 
in the 65th after another 
VAR review found Danish 
midfielder Jacob Soerensen 
had handled.

V i c t o r y  l e f t  t h e 
Londoners on 55 points and 
three behind Manchester 
United, who lost 4-0 at 
Brighton on Saturday and 

have played one game 
more.

David Moyes's side 
lost their Europa League 
semifinal to Bundesliga side 
Eintracht Frankfurt 3-1 on 
aggregate on Thursday but 
found the perfect remedy 
for that disappointment in 
bottom-ranked opponents 
who were booed off  at 
halftime.

Norwich have now 
l o s t  1 2  h o m e  l e a g u e 
matches this season.

puts them firmly in the 
driving seat for a top-four 
spot before Thursday's 
north London derby at 
Tottenham.

B u t  L e e d s '  e a r l y 
capitulation was entirely of  
their own making, with 
goalkeeper Illan Meslier 
gifting the hosts an opener 
be fore  cap ta in ,  Luke 
Ayling was sent off  for a 
needless lunge on Gabriel 

Martinelli.
E d d i e  N k e t i a h 

pounced on Meslier's loose 
touch to open the scoring 
and then finished a swift 
m o v e  t o  d o u b l e  t h e 
Gunners '  l ead  be fore 
Ayling's rash challenge left 
Leeds a man down for 
more than an hour.

The Elland Road outfit 
did not have an effort on 
goal until Diego Llorente 

h e a d e d  p a s t  A a r o n 
Ramsdale in the 66th 
minute to tee up more of  a 
nervy finish than anyone 
inside Emirates Stadium 
would have anticipated.

Leeds applied some 
late pressure, sending 
Meslier up for set-pieces, 
but the fourth-placed hosts 
were never seriously in 
danger of  losing their lead 
and now hold a four-point 

lead over Tottenham in 
fifth.

Defea t  fo r  Leeds, 
coupled with Everton's win 
at Leicester, means Jesse 
Marsch's side slip into the 
bottom three with three 
games remaining.

Afterwards, Nketiah 
said: “It's always nice to 
score but it was a big three 
points.

“We've been working 
hard and want to get it for 
the fans. It's amazing to get 
the three points, it moves us 
closer to our objectives.

“Any player just wants 
to be playing and get the 
opportunities. I've worked 
hard throughout the season 
to make sure that I was read 
when I get my chance and 

verton climbed out Eo f  t h e  P r e m i e r 
League relegation 

zone with a 2-1 win at 
L e i c e s t e r  C i t y  a f t e r 
defenders Vitalii Mykolenko 
and Mason Holgate scored 
at the King Power Stadium 
on Sunday.

Frank Lampard's side 
moved up two spots to 16th 
on 35 points, one point 
above the drop zone, as 
Leeds United slipped to 18th 
after a 2-1 defeat at Arsenal.

Holgate nodded in a 
rebound to put Everton back 
in front at the half-hour 
mark after Leicester striker 
Patson Daka cancelled out 
Mykolenko's early opener.

Holgate scored from 

egendary Manchester LUnited boss, Sir Alex 
Ferguson, is trying to 

convince Cristiano Ronaldo 
in private conversations to 
remain at the club, the UK 
Mirror reports.

United will not play the 
Champions League next 
season, as their woeful season 
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  a  4 - 0 
hammering at Brighton.

This means the Red 
Devils will finish with their 
worst-ever points tally in a 
Premier League campaign.

Ronaldo has netted 24 
goals in 34 appearances this 
campaign.

However, the 37-year-
old has faced criticism over 
his performances and has 
been accused of  not doing 
enough to support United's 
attack.

Ro n a l d o  s i g n e d  a n 

initial two-year deal last 
August ,  but  he has the 
options for an additional year. 
Bt the five-time Ballon d'Or 
winner is already considering 
his future.

The Portugal captain 
and Ferguson have met each 
other at their homes on 
several occasions this season 
a n d  d e s p i t e  U n i t e d ' s 
struggles, it's understood that 
the Scot has told his former 
player to see out his deal with 
the club.

c l o s e  r a n g e  a f t e r 
Richarlison's header was 
beaten away by Leicester 
g o a l k e e p e r  K a s p e r 
Schmeichel following a 
corner.

Earlier, Mykolenko's 
stunning left-foot volley put 
the visitors in front after six 
m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  D a k a 
leve l led  the  game f ive 
minutes later following a 
defensive mix-up.

Everton fought hard in 
the second half  to keep their 
lead intact, with keeper 
Jordan Pickford making 
three stunning saves as he 
t ipped away Nampalys 
Mendy's curling effort and 
denied substitute Harvey 
Barnes twice.

credit to my team-mates for 
helping me play and do 
well. I'm just happy in the 
team and helping.

“We had a few chances 
in the first half  to kill the 
game but we obviously 
didn't take them. They are 
a good side,  they are 
fighting for their lives down 
there and we knew that 
they were going to push. 
They troubled us in the 
second half  but showed 
good resilience to stay with 
it and get the three points 
which is most important.

“ I t ' s  a  g r e a t 
atmosphere throughout the 
whole season, it's been 
excellent. You really feel 
the connection between the 
players and the fans, it's 
amazing to be involved.”
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EPL: Nketiah delighted with double against Leeds

West Ham win to keep pressure on Man United

Everton climb out of
relegation zone with away
win

Alex Ferguson wooing
Ronaldo to stay at Man Utd

Nketiah celebrating with teammatesNketiah celebrating with teammatesNketiah celebrating with teammates

Benrhama sandwiched between Norwich playersBenrhama sandwiched between Norwich playersBenrhama sandwiched between Norwich players

RonaldoRonaldoRonaldo
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y dear people of  Rivers MState,

Today, 6th May 2022, the 
Supreme Court of  Nigeria has 
delivered its judgment on the 
subsisting boundary dispute 
between Imo State and Rivers 
State over the ownership of  some 
oil wells at the Akiri and Mbede 
Oil fields.

Let us recall that following 
the disputed claims to the location 
and ownership of  some oil wells 
at the Akiri and Mbede oilfields 
between Imo and Rivers States in 
1999, the Governors, Their 
Excellencies, Achike Udenwa 
and Dr. Peter Odili respectively, 
worked out a political settlement 
and mutually settled for a 50:50 
percent beneficial sharing of  the 
derivation proceeds accruing 
from these wells pending the 
proper demarcation of  the 
boundaries between the two 
States by the National Boundary 
Commission (NBC).

While the dispute lingered, 
nothing was done by the NBC to 
demarcate the boundaries of  the 
two States and establish the 
proper location and title to the 
disputed oil wells.

H o w e v e r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  
instigating the NBC to do the 
right thing, Governor Emeka 
Ihedioha of  Imo State, shortly 
after assuming office, repudiated 
the subsisting 50:50 percent 
sharing formula and made 
p rovoca t ive  c l a ims  to  the 
exclusive ownership of  the entire 
Akiri and Mbede oil wells.

In order to actualise these 
spurious claims, he stealthily 
wrote a letter dated 9th August 
2019 to President Muhammadu 
Buhari and requested the refund 
of  the sum of  N15, 000,000.00 
(fifteen billion naira) from Rivers 
State to Imo State as a backlog of  
accrued proceeds from the 13% 
derivation revenue of  the said oil 
wells.

A c t i n g  o n  G o v e r n o r 
Ihedioha's letter, Mr. President 
warranted a letter to be written to 
the Revenue Mobil izat ion, 
A l l o c a t i o n  a n d  F i s c a l 

Commission (RMFAC) through his 
late Chief  of  State, Mr. Abba Kyari, 
to alter the status quo against in 
favour of  Imo State without 
reference to the subsisting dispute 
and agreement between the two 
states.

Surprised by the surreptitious 
plots and collusive actions of  the 
Government of  Imo State and the 
NBC to overreach the legal interest 
of  Rivers State in the disputed oil 
wells, the Rivers State Government 
opted to approach the Court for a 
just and lasting resolution.

Accordingly, we first applied to 
the Federal High Court, Abuja and 
among other reliefs, successfully 
c h a l l e n ge d  t h e  p owe r s  a n d 
authority of  Mr. President to give 
directives to the RMFAC and or 
interfere in any manner whatsoever 
with the distribution of  public 
revenues from the distributable pool 
account, including the Federation 
Account.

Not satisfied with the positive 
ruling of  the Federal High Court, 
t h e  I m o  S t a t e  G ove r n m e n t 
appealed to the Court of  Appeal 
and lost. We then proceeded against 
the Government of  Imo State at the 
Supreme Court in a fresh suit for a 
final and conclusive determination 
of  the boundary dispute between 
our states.

In approaching the Supreme 

Court in this matter, we believed 
that the dispute between the two 
States and the contentious issues are 
such that the Court can judicially, 
justly, and expeditiously determine 
with the avai lable  facts  and 
supporting evidence, including 
va l i d  a d m i n i s t r a t i ve  m a p s, 
subsisting judgments, and other 
relevant documents.

And so, the Supreme Court has 
finally and conclusively resolved the 
dispute and granted full and 
exclusive ownership of  all the 
disputed oil wells in Akiri and 
Mbede oilfields, to Rivers State 
much to everyone's relief.

Although Governor Hope 
Uzodimma was not the mastermind 
of  the impulsive trajectory that 
c o m p e l l e d  u s  t o  s e e k  t h e 
intervention and protection of  the 
Courts, he nevertheless participated 
fully in the litigation process to the 
end without engaging the Rivers 
State Government for a possible a 
political solution.

However, his reactions to the 
judgments of  the lower courts on 
this matter were clearly uncalled for.

I n d e e d ,  i t  w a s  r a t h e r 
unfortunate that someone who 
became Governor through the 
instrumentality of  the judiciary 
could turn around to castigate the 
very institution that made him ruler 
over the good, peaceful, and 

progressive people of  Imo State.
Now that the Supreme Court 

has spoken, we hope Governor 
Hope Uzodimma will accept the 
outcome in good faith, refrain from 
his usual diatribes against the 
judiciary and explore possible 
pathways to accommodation and 
compromise from the Rivers State 
Government.

This, we may readily oblige, 
despite the betrayals and back-
stabbing by Emeka Ihedioha, who 
in spite of  the extensive support and 
goodwill he received from the 
Government and people of  Rivers 
State to become Governor, led the 
onslaught and created a wedge 
between two brotherly States that 
have been living at peace and in 
friendship with each other.

We also deplore the collusive 
act ions of  the NBC, which, 
u n f o r t u n a t e ly,  h a s  b e c o m e 
notorious as one of  the most corrupt 
national agencies, which has 
funct ioned  more  in  caus ing 
confusion than resolving boundary 
disputes.

It bears repeating that the quest 
to defend our ownership rights 
through the courts over the Akiri 
and Mbede oil wells was not 
intended to claim victory over Imo 
or any other State.

We are therefore open to further 
discussions with the Government of  

Imo State on the best way forward 
without prejudice to the outcome of  
today's judgment.

We appreciate the lawyers that 
prosecuted and secured this 
landmark success for Rivers State, 
and for their efforts, it is my pleasure 
to announce the conferment of  
State Honours on every one of  them 
as the Distinguished Service Star of  
Rivers State (DSSRS).

Finally, I wish to reiterate our 
resolve to continue to fight for, 
advance and protect the best interest 
of  Rivers State at all times and 
under any circumstances up to the 
end of  our government, and we 
hope our successor would likewise 
continue in this courageous spirit 
and determination to make the 
desired positive difference for our 
State and our people.

Thank you and May God bless 
you all.

IMO GOVT PLEADS FOR 
CALM, Urges Citizens to wait for 
'Certified True Copy'

Imo State Government has 
urged citizens of  the state to remain 
calm as it is still awaiting the 
certified copy of  the judgment 
delivered by the Supreme Court 
over the disputed oil wells with 
Rivers State.

The Attorney General of  the 
state, Barr C.O.C Akaolisa in a 
statement issued in Owerri noted 
t h a t  t h e  C o u n s e l  t o  t h e 
Government, Chief  Olusola Oke 
informed him that the Supreme 
Court granted a part of  the claim of  
Rivers State while it refused another 
part.

He said since both parts had not 
been made known to Government, 
it is premature to speculate on the 
outcome of  the judgment.

He expressed surprise at the 
statement by Gov. Nyesom Wike 
claiming victory and embarking on 
celebration.

Chief  Akaolisa said the action 
of  the governor suggested that he 
might have had a pre-knowledge of  
the judgment hence the celebration.

He urged Imo people to remain 
calm and law abiding until the 
Government is apprised of  the true 
state of  the judgment.
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Pregnant women, barber
arrested for drug trafficking 

Police burst kidnappers’
hideout in Imo, arrest 9,
rescue 2 victims


