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Shock as parties
conduct primaries

Kalu wins Abia North APC return ticket
Obiano emerges APGA Anambra North senatorial candidate
Ikpeazu; PDP Abia South
Abaribe; APGA Abia South
Mbata; APC Imo West

Presidential Primaries:
Atiku’s emergence

Man kills 2 women: Court
fixes June 29 for hearing

Supreme Court judgement on Imo APC:

Nether Nwafor nor Nlemigbo
is authentic chairman – Uzodimma
Decision will not affect our primaries
– Izunaso

Police confirms 31 dead in
Port-Harcourt Crusade

...He will be a worthy opponent
– Tinubu
...Kalu warns APC against
Southern candidacy
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Kalu Ikpeazu Abaribe Obiano Mbata
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News

From China Austin, 
Enugu

A
n elected Candi-
date of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress 

(APC) Enugu North and 
South Federal Constituen-
cy, Mrs. Juliet Egbo, has 
predicted that her party will 
defeat the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 

2023: Ex-Commissioner’s wife predicts
APC victory in Enugu 

Enugu State in 2023.
Mrs Egbo, wife of  Ex- 

Enugu Capital Territory 
Development  Commis -
sioner Chief  John Egbo, 
said APC had all it takes to 
win the Coal City State in 
next political dispensation, 
stressing that PDP has not 
met expectations of  the 
people of  the state.

Reacting to her victory at 

the party’s primaries, Mrs. 
Egbo, expressed apprecia-
tion to the delegates for be-
lieving in her, stressing  that 
with God on her side she 
has no doubt that victory 
will be hers during the main 
election come 2023.

According to her, “this 
political journey started in 
2018, when I was not giv-
en the opportunity, but I 

PDP Presidential Primary: Tinubu hails Atiku 

A 
presidential aspirant 
of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Bola 

Tinubu, has congratulated 
former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar on his victory at 
the presidential primary of  
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP).

In a statement on Sunday, 
Tinubu believes Atiku, who 
will now fly the main oppo-
sition party’s flag again in the 
2023 general elections, will be 
a worthy opponent.

“I welcome the victory of  
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar as 
the candidate of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party in the just 
concluded primary,” he said. 
“I look forward to squaring up 
with him as a worthy opponent 
in the coming election.”

Atiku will be contesting for 
the highest office in the land 
for the sixth time having lost to 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
of  the ruling APC in the 2019 
polls.

He was elected as the PDP 
candidate at the party’s primary 
held on Saturday at the Velo-
drome of  the Moshood Abiola 
Stadium in Abuja, where hun-

dreds of  delegates voted for the 
aspirants of  their choice.

The 75-year-old polled 371 
votes to win the party’s ticket 
ahead of  Governor Nyesom 
Wike of  Rivers State who scored 
237 votes to come second in the 
contest.

Former Senate President 
Bukola Saraki (70); Akwa 
Ibom State Governor Udom 
Emmanuel (38), Bauchi State 
Governor Bala Mohammed 
(38), Former Senate President 
Pius Anyim (14), Mrs Tari Di-
ana Oliver (One), and Mr Sam 
Ohuabunwa (1) shared the re-
mainder of  the valid votes.

While congratulating Atiku, 
Tinubu, who is hoping to win 
the APC delegates’ support to 
get the party’s ticket, said the for-
mer vice president’s victory did 
not come as a surprise to Nige-
rians because of  his vast experi-
ence as a statesman and veteran 
of  many presidential contests 
from 1993.

He stated that the coming 
election should be about issues 
that would improve the quality 
of  life of  Nigerians, as well as 
bring peace, progress, political 
stability, and solve myriad of  so-

cio-political challenges and inse-
curity facing the country.

“As we move further into the 
election season, I charge the 
PDP presidential candidate and 
all political actors across party 
lines that we should make this 
election season one that is de-
void of  bitterness, rancour, and 
strife,” the former Lagos State 
governor advised.

“We should make our cam-
paigns peaceful and issue-based. 
Election season should be a 
festival of  ideas that will uplift 
our country and improve the liv-
ing condition of  all our people. 
Unfortunately for the PDP, its 
candidate will be burdened to 
explain why Nigerians should 
give it another opportunity, after 
squandering 16 years at the cen-
tral government, without much 
to show.

“Nigerians are yet to forget 
the national ruin and misman-
agement of  our country for 16 
years by successive PDP admin-
istration and this bad memory 
will dog the campaign of  the 
PDP Candidate. Nevertheless, I 
once again congratulate our for-
mer Vice President for his victo-
ry in his party’s primary.”

Police confirms 31 dead in Port 
Harcourt church crusade

Man kills 2 women: Court fixes
hearing June 29
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

J
ustice Uchechi En-
wereji of  Abia State 
High Court, holding in 

Umuahia has adjourned to 
June 29, 2022, the case of  al-
leged kidnapping and  mur-
der brought against  a man, 
Salem Chukwunyere.

The Court also struck 
out one of  the charges filed 
against the defendant, Chuk-
wunyere, which bordered on 
kidnapping, on the basis that 
the alleged kidnapping hap-
pened in Imo State, not Abia 
State.

The Judge held that  since 
the alleged kidnapping and 
discovery of  one of  the vic-
tim’s corpse were all said to 
have  happened in Imo State, 
the matter should be filed in 
Imo State High Court where 

its jurisdiction is located.
The Court  urged the fam-

ily of  the second murder vic-
tim, Miss Chioma Nwoke to 
file the matter in Imo State.

Justice Enwereji then 
fixed June 29, 2022 for fur-
ther hearing on the mur-
der of  alleged first victim, 
Mrs Virginia Ndife, aged 
45, whose lifeless body was 
discovered at No 67 Agulu 
Street, Umuahia in Septem-
ber, 2021.

During the hearing, the 
defendant, Salem Chuk-
wunyere pleaded not guilty 
to all the charges brought 
against him.

He was then returned to 
the custody of  Nigeria Cor-
rectional Service.

Meanwhile, Mrs Clemen-
tina Nwoke, the mother of  
late Miss Chioma Nwoke 
who was alleged to have 

thank God and give him all 
the glory that today, I have 
succeeded  in winning  the 
party’s ticket to run for the 
Enugu North and South 
Federal Constituency.

Her words:
“I strongly believe that by 

the Special Grace of  God, 
and support of  the elector-
ate and our party leaders, 
am going to be victorious 
in 2023, adding that she has 
the capacity and all it takes 
to change the narrative of  
the federal constituency if  
given the mandate to serve.

“As a mother and wife, if  
given the mandate to serve 
in the Green Chamber in 

the coming 10th National 
Assembly (NASS), I am go-
ing to articulate human ori-
ented bills that will  impact 
positively especially  on our 
youths and women.

She also  thanked the 
leadership of  the party at all 
levels for ensuring that the 
primary election was free, 
fair, and credible, pointing 
out that her victory was 
made possible because of  
the level playing ground 
provided by the party via 
the state Chairman, Hon. 
Ugochukwu Agballa.

“Those of  you that were 
present  at the venue of  the 
primary election today will 

agree with me that it was a 
free and fair exercise. 

“I am indeed, grateful 
and overwhelmed by the 
massive support given to 
me by the delegates today, 
and I want to assure them 
that if  given the mandate 
in 2024, I won’t disappoint 
them”, she concluded.

It would be recalled that 
Mrs. Egbo in the prima-
ry, pulled  55 votes out of  
total of  76 votes cast in 
the primary which had 1 
invalid vote, to defeat her 
opponent, Mr. Obinna 
Nwabueze, who scored 20 
votes.

Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

R
ivers State Police 
Command has con-
firmed that a total of  

thirty-one persons lost their 
lives in the stampede that oc-
curred at a church program 
in Port Harcourt Polo Club.

The command also dis-
closed that those who were 
injured were swiftly evacu-
ated to the Hospital for im-
mediate medical treatment 
and that the stampede has 
been brought under control 
and normalcy restored to 
the area. 

According to the state-
ment, the command Public 
Relations Officer GRACE 
IRINGE-KOKO revealed 
that preliminary investi-

been kidnapped and stran-
gled by the defendant, could 
not hold her tears after the 
matter was referred to Imo 
State.

Mrs Nwoke who rolled 
and banged on the ground in 
the Court premises, shouting 
and raining curses on the de-
fendant, demanded justice 
for her late daughter, yelling  
“My daughter’s blood, re-
venge! , revenge!! reveng !!!”

Also, the husband to Mrs 
Virginia, Mr Christian Ndife 
demanded  justice from the 
Court at the end of  the case, 
lamenting that “my wife 
should not die in vain.”

Christian described his 
slain wife, whose lifeless 
body was discovered with 
sponge allegedly tied to her 
neck, as a God-fearing and 
peaceful woman who was 
cut short in her prime.

gations conducted by the 
Command revealed that 
the unfortunate incident 
occured when the manage-
ment of  Kings Church As-
sembly organized a crusade 
which attracted mammoth 
crowd. 

The statement further re-
vealed that there were plans 
by the church management 
to give away food and gift 
items to the less privilege, 
saying that the crowd be-
came tumultuous and un-
controllable and all efforts 
made by the organizers to 
bring sanity proved abortive 
hence, the stampede. 

The statement said on re-
ceipt of  the information, the 
Commissioner of  Police, 
FRIDAY EBOKA immedi-
ately drafted adequate po-

lice patrol teams to the scene 
who were able to restore 
normalcy. 

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice, FRIDAY EBOKA who 
condemned the incident di-
rected the Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police in-Charge 
of  the State Criminal In-
vestigations Department to 
carry out discrete  investiga-
tions into the incident. 

He further called on reli-
gious and charity organiza-
tions to ensure they work 
with the Police for security 
and crowd control manage-
ment in organizing their 
programmes in the future 

He also just commiserate 
with  the bereaved families 
and pray God to comfort 
and grant them the fortitude 
to bear the loss.

High cost of rent, building materials driving people 
into abandoned houses  - Abia Town planners
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Chairman of  Ni-
gerian Institute of  
Town Planners, Abia 

State chapter,TPL Stephen 
Nwazue has appealed to 
Abia State government, cor-
porate bodies and able indi-
viduals to rise to the housing 
needs of  the common peo-
ple.

This call, according to 
the town planners was in 
response to the high cost 
of  rent and rising costs of  
building materials in the 
markets, which is making 
some poor families to live in 
abandoned buildings.

Nwazue who made the 
call in Umuahia, Abia State 
after inspecting some aban-

doned buildings in Umua-
hia  being occupied by some 
poor families, hawkers and 
destitute, blamed the sit-
uation on poor economy 
of  the country and wrong 
town planning systems.

They noted that the sit-
uation is most observed in 
Umuahia, Aba and some 
developing towns in Abia.

The town planners there-
fore urged the Abia State 
government, corporate or-
ganisations and rich indi-
viduals to come to the res-
cue of  the ordinary citizens 
by building affordable hous-
es to lift the downtrodden 
people from their present 
conditions.

They argued that if  af-
fordable houses are built in 
cities and prices of  building 

materials sold at  ordinary 
man’s rate,  societal chal -
lenges like insecurity, dis-
eases, drugs abuse, cultism 
etc would be at low ebb.

The town  planners  equal-
ly blamed the high rate of  
abandoned houses and poor 
drainage systems in urban 
areas on builders and con-
tractors’ disregard for town 
planning, emphasising that 
no city enjoys infrastructur-
al orderliness without the 
professional input of  town 
planners.

The members of  the insti-
tute also blamed incidence 
of  failed roads and col-
lapsed buildings on build-
ers’ use of  unqualified and 
inexperienced persons who 
pose as ‘Engineers.’

...Says he ‘ll be a worthy opponent in 2023



News

APC Imo East Senatorial ticket:
Akeredolu fumes over consensus
arrangement, withdraws from race

By Grace Ofurum

T
he First Lady of  
Ondo State and the 
senatorial aspirant 

for Imo East senatorial 
election, Chief  Mrs Betty 
Anyanwu-Akeredolu has 
expressed her dissatisfac-
tion over the conduct of  
the APC senatorial prima-
ries conducted in Imo state 
last weekend. The first lady 
who hails from Emeabiam 
in Owerri west LGA of  
the state disclosed that she 
does not support the idea 
of  a consensus arrange-
ment but prefers casting of  
votes by the delegates as 
was earlier agreed.

She disclosed this while 
speaking with journalists 
after storming the APC 
secretariat to express her 
grievances.

She maintained that the 
process is marred with 
lots of  irregularities as del-
egates were intimidated 
and coarsed to accept the 

arrangement against their 
will, she therefore with-
drew from contesting the 
election.

“ This decision has be-
come necessary following 
the brazen irregularities, 
use of  force and Intimida-
tion meted on my person 
and supporters” she said

She disclosed that she 
also received a reliable in-
formation that  arrange -
ment has been concluded 
by some high authorities 
within the party to scheme 
the whole process in favour 
of  a particular Candidate.

She noted that she be-
lieves in free and fair 
election, equity and level 
playing ground, disclosing 
further  that the arrange -
ment is not in the best in-
terest of  the party.

Mean while, Prince Alex 
Mbata has been declared 
winner of  the Imo senato-
rial district with over 425 
votes.
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.... As Alex Mbata
declared winner

Hon. Dozie Nwankwo sitting left and Senator Victor Umeh sitting right, during the election at the Prof. Dora Akuyilli Women Development 
Centre Awka, on Saturday.

Kalu wins Abia North return ticket,
denies negotiating for Vice President
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

W
ith 777 votes, Sen-
ate Chief  Whip, 
Senator Orji Uzor 

Kalu has been declared the 
winner of  primary election 
for Abia North senatorial 
district.

He was elected unopposed 
at Ebem, Ohafia LGA after 
his only challenger, Mr Fabi-
an Okonkwo withdrew from 
the race a few hours to the 
contest.

Despite the withdrawal of  
Okonkwo, delegates were 
still allowed to cast their 
votes to ratify their support 
or otherwise for Kalu.

The returning officer, 
Chief  Paul Ukoha who an-
nounced the results of  the 
primary, said the Senate 
Chief  Whip had no chal-
lenger and returned him the 
winner, with 777 votes.

He gave details of  the 
votes cast as Arochukwu 
236 votes, Bende 178, Isuk-
wuato 112, Umunneichi 116 
and Ohafia 135.

Chief  Ukonu  described 
the election as peaceful.

Speaking on his victory, 

Kalu denied negotiating for 
the position of  Vice Presi-
dent of  Nigeria with Senate 
President, Ahmad Lawan.

Rather, he said his focus 
was to transform his sena-
torial district to an enviable 
height.

“ I have never told anyone 
I want to be Vice President. 
I am vying to be a Senator 
of  the federal republic. If  by 
any means any assignment is 
given to me, I will do it very 
well. I am capable of  doing 
any job.”

He continued, “ I have 
never bargained with Ah-
mad Lawan that I want to be 
his Vice.”

He appreciated his con-

stituents for giving him a 
second chance to represent 
them, assuring that he would 
outperform his first outing.

The maverick politician 
pleaded  for support from 
traditional rulers during 
2023 Senate battle.

He further maintained that 
he is not a member of  any 
faction of  APC in Abia, as 
speculated by some persons.

Before Kalu’s victory, 
there were fears that he may 
be denied the party’s ticket 
for not openely identifying 
with the Kingsley Onon-
ogbu-led APC, commonly 
known as Ikechi Emenike 
camp.

Nkeiruka Onyejiocha also 

Finally, Otti joins  Labour Party
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he member represent-
ing Isiala Ngwa North 
State constituency, 

Hon Ginger Onwusibe has 
dumped the Peoples Dem-

ocratic Party (PDP) and 
joined Labour Party (LP).

This is even as the Chief  
Alex Otti has left the All Pro-
gressive Congress (APC) for 
the Labour Party to contest 
for Abia Governorship seat 
in 2023.

Declaring for their new 
party at Abia Arise  office in 
Umuahia, Dr Otti and On-
wusibe said their journey to 
LP was to take Abia State to 
where it should be.

In his speech, Onwusibe 
lamented that despite hi s 
contributions to PDP and 
his lofty achievements in 
Isiala Ngwa North, he was 
treated like a stranger.

The Otawike master urged 
his supporters and all lovers 
of  good governance  to use 
their PVCs in avenging the 
injustice done to him, while 
advising all Abians to sup-
port Dr Alex Otti in his mis-
sion of  rescuing Abia from 
bondage of  bad leadership.

According to the grass-
roots politician, his under-
standing of  the political ter-
rain of  Ngwa and other parts 
of  Abia and the competency 

of  Dr Alex Otti would make 
Labour Party take over Abia 
State in 2023.

Declaring for LP, Otti 
promised Abians that “I 
have come to work for 
you Abians. The days of  
non-payment of  salaries 
would be over and I promise 
to tackle insecurity and un-
employment.”

“ I cry each time I see Aba. 
I will fix Aba. Umuahia is a 
glorified village. No develop-
ment. Enough is enough ! “, 
Otti said.

Meanwhile, the shocking 
outcome of  Otti’s decla-

... Onwusibe promises to deliver him

ration was the presence of  
Chief  Acho Obioma, who 
told the mammoth crowd 
that he was in the same boat 
with Dr Alex Otti.

Acho Obioma, until his 
new colour, was the faction-
al Chairman of  All Progres-
sive Congress (APC) in Abia 
State before a High Court 
and Appeal Court ratified 
Hon Kingsley Ononogbu as 
the authentic Chairman of  
Abia APC.

Acho Obioma, popular-
ly known as Chomen, told 
members of  LP that prior to 
Otti’s withdrawal from APC 
primary polls, there was “ a 
consensus for others to step 
down for Otti.”

He ended his speech by 
shouting Labour Party slo-
gan.

Umahi’s younger brother declared
APC Senatorial candidate for Ebonyi 
South
From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he immediate young-
er brother of  Gover-
nor David Umahi, Mr 

Austin Umahi and the coun-
cil chairman of  Ezza South 
have been declared winners 
for APC Senatorial candi-
dates for Ebonyi South and 
Central respectfully

It was gathered that Aus-
tin Umahi contested with  
Mrs Ann Agom-Eze, a for-
mer women leader of  APC 
and founding member of  
the party in the state, alleg-
edly contested against the 
directive of  the governor  for 
consensus.

Austin Umahi belongs to 
the new APC members led 
by Governor Umahi, while 
Ann Agom-Eze belongs to 
the old members, led by the 

former chairman of  Revenue 
Mobilisation Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission (RMA-
FC), Chief  Elias Mbam.

Ebonyi South senatorial 
primary election took place 
at the Afikpo North Local 
Government Area of  the 
state, revealed that Austin 
Umahi scored 279 votes to 
defeat his rival, Ann Ag-
om-Eze, who got 5 votes, 
while the total number of  
votes cast was 284.

Similarly,  in Ebonyi Cen-
tral senatorial zone, the 
chairman of  Ezza South Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 
state, Chief  Kenneth Eze, 
who contested unopposed 
scored a total of  290 votes.

Ebonyi Central senato-
rial Primary election took 
place at Onueke community 
in Ezza South LGA of  the 
state.

Pastor Tonye Cole emerges APC
guber candidate in Rivers
Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

P
atrick Tonye-Cole has 
been declared winner 
of  the governorship 

primary of  the All Progres-
sives Congress in Rivers 
State.

Tonye-Cole scored nine 

hundred and eighty-six 
votes out of  one thousand, 
two hundred and eighty-
two valid votes cast at the 
governorship primary.

Another aspirant and a 
former state chairman of  
the party, Ojukaye Flag 
Amachree pulled one hun-
dred and ninety votes to sec-

ond Tonye-Cole, Sokonte 
Davies got forty-nine, Ibina-
bo Michael-West, Bernard 
Mikko scored two votes 
while Magnus Abe scored 
one vote.

The Chairman of  the 
electoral committee, Lar-
ry Odeh who announced 
the winner commended 
the party faithful for their 
peaceful disposition.

He described the process 
as free and fair.
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Editorial

esolving the puzzle of who is the Rcustodian  of  accountabi l i ty ; 
literally, one will say accountants 

e.g. company accountants, local government 
accountants, accountants of Ministries, 
departments and agencies (MDAs) of 
government, state accountants-general, 
accountants-general of the federation. But 
the custodians of accountability are not only 
accountants.

Accountants may be likened to the first 
line of custodians of accountability, while 
the second line and main custodians in the 
public and private sectors are the budget 
holders, or the approving authorities. The 
budget holder is the person who authorises 
and approves  the  payment  for  any 
transaction. However, when accountability 
flees from the first line of the custodian of 
accountability, the nation suffers

Examples of accountability fleeing from 
its custodians abound in Nigeria. For 
example, the recent celebration of Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation presenting 
an audited financial statement for the first 
time after 43 years of existence is an example 
of  when accountability flees from its 
custodians. When an auditor-general issues 
an audit query on unexplained transactions 
in the public sector, and no response is given 
by those in charge of  the transaction, 
accountability flees from its custodians.

Other examples of when accountability 
flees from its custodians is the newspaper 
reporting of the arrest of the accountant-
general of the federation by the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
for being involved in a N80 billion fraud. 
Newspapers also screamed a headline: 
EFCC declares Rivers State Accountant-
General, others wanted for N435bn fraud. 
Then they informed us about the fraud 
allegation against the Nigerian Maritime 
Administrat ion and Safety  Agenc y 
(NIMASA), all pointing to accountability 
fleeing from its custodians.

If Nigeria is to make economic progress, 
we must ensure that accountability does not 
flee from the first line of its custodians – 
accountants. This is by ensuring that only 
qualified accountants with integrity occupy 
accountability positions in both the private 
and public sectors. The private sector is 
already doing that and we must focus on the 
public sector. That is why the motto of the 
Institute of  Chartered Accountants of 
Nigeria is “Accuracy and Integrity”. It is 
accuracy and integrity that ensure that 
accountability does not f lee from its 
custodians.

The process of acquiring the accuracy 
skill evidenced in the training of accountants 
brings with it a natural discipline, which 
makes the ICAN fellow to cherish that 
which he obtained through suffering. He 
values the training obtained to acquire the 
calculative craft and the integrity re-
enforced through the professional code of 
conduct. It is different from those whom the 
professional accountancy certificate was 

“dashed”…
Accuracy comes with the professional 

training of accountants. Those who went 
through and are still going through the 
Institute of  Chartered Accountants of 
Nigeria (ICAN)'s professional accountancy 
training can testify its rigour. To qualify, 
people write one stage of the professional 
accountancy examination two to ten times. 
The founding fathers embraced the training 
of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales and their successors 
continued to maintain that till date.

Accuracy refers to the calculative craft of 
accountants, in which they are meticulously 
t ra ined  to  engage  in  double  ent r y 
accounting, where the dual concept is the 
order of the day. In this, every debit entry has 
a corresponding credit entry following 
m e a s u r e m e n t  i n  m o n e t a r y  t e r m s, 
recognition and disclosure, in accordance 
with the guidance in International Financial 
Reporting Standards (IFRS) and the 
International Public Sector Accounting 
Standard (IPSAS). 

The process of acquiring the accuracy 
skill evident in the training of accountants 
brings with it natural discipline, which 
makes the ICAN fellow to cherish that 
which he obtained through suffering. He 
values the training obtained to acquire the 
calculative craft and the integrity re-
enforced through the professional code of 
conduct. It is different from those whom the 
professional accountancy certificate was 
“dashed”, to use a Nigerian terminology, 
whereby you sit in your office and the 
professional accountancy certificate is 
posted to you.

Accountability is likely to flee from its 
c u s t o d i a n  w h e n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
accountancy certificate is “dashed” and 
posted to you sitting in your office or you 
simply pay money for the award of the 
professional accountancy certificate, 
without undergoing the actual training as 
stipulated.

It is therefore recommended that the 
custodians of strategic accountability points 
at the local, state and federal governments, 
including MDAs, should be qualified 
accountants, not those who got theirs by 
“dashing”. It should be those qualified 
accountants who went through rigorous 
professional accountancy training and 
belong to a professional accountancy body…

It is therefore recommended that the 
custodians of strategic accountability points 
at the local, state and federal governments, 
including MDAs, should be qualified 
accountants, not those who got theirs by 
“dashing”. It should be those qualified 
accountants who went through rigorous 
professional accountancy training and 
belong to a professional accountancy body, 
whose disciplinary process punishes 
professional misconduct without fear or 
favour. Such appointment should be strictly 
on merit and devoid of favouritism or any 
partisan consideration.

Closing the gap between
accountability and its custodians
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Group raises alarm over plot to exclude S’East
in PTDF Overseas Scholarship Scheme
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Y
outh and Students 
Advocates for De-
velopment Initiative 
(YSAD) has said that 

there is a grand plot to hide un-
der the guise of  insecurity and 
exclude qualified students from 
the South-East region from 
Petroleum Technology Devel-
opment Trust Fund (PTDF) 
Overseas Scholarship Scheme 
(OSS).

News Echo reports that PTDF 
OSS is an annual programme 
that awards scholarships to Ni-
gerians for MSc and PhD stud-
ies in partner universities in the 
United Kingdom, Germany, 
France, China and Malaysia.

It is gathered that as part of  
efforts to boost the capacity 
of  Nigerians to work in the oil 
and gas sector, PTDF shortlist-
ed 8,800 candidates from over 
26,000 applicants for the 2022 
Overseas Scholarship Scheme 
(OSS).

News Echo gathered that the 
PTDF interviews which usu-
ally take place in selected cit-
ies across the six Geopolitical 
Zones were changed this year 
with no South-East cities select-
ed while South-East candidates 
have been told to relocate to 
other zones for their interviews 
citing insecurity as the reason.

Bello Mustapha, Manager, 
Overseas Scholarship Scheme, 
PTDF, had announced recently 
that the process which started 
in December 2021 would see 
the shortlisted candidates inter-
viewed across centres in Abuja, 
Port Harcourt, Ibadan, Kaduna 
and Bauchi.

According to Mustapha, “We 
conduct the interviews in the six 
geopolitical zones of  the coun-
try but we are doing in five ge-
opolitical zones of  the country 
this year because of  the issues 
of  insecurity in the Southeast.”

He explained that candidates 
in the Southeast have been ad-
vised to pick centres outside the 
region to enable them to partici-
pate in the interview process.

 “We sent them mails to 
choose any centre. In all the 
geopolitical zones we have, you 
can actually choose any centre 
that you want. You may be in 
the South East and you decide 
to come and do it in Abuja, or 
you can even go to Bauchi”, he 
said.

Obinna Nwagbara, Chief  
Executive Officer of  YSAD 
said that the group accepts that 
the security situation in most 
South-East states is not at the 
best, the excuse is biased and 
provocative because almost all 

parts of  Nigeria are witnessing 
insecure.

“YSAD has serially con-
demned acts of  brigandage 
and killing in the region. We 
had also made several calls to 
authorities at federal and state 
levels to go beyond rhetoric and 
act to restore the much-needed 
sense of  order in the region.

“However, we must be quick 
to state that if  indeed insecurity, 
as cited, is the reason the PTDF 
excluded the southeast region 
by denying applicants from 
the zone a centre where they 
can present themselves for the 
interview, then the whole exer-
cise should have been cancelled 
nationwide because there is a 
pandemic of  insecurity, mur-
der, arson, terrorist attacks and 
criminality all over Nigeria. 

“It is strange that the PTDF 
cannot find a suitable city in all 
of  the South East for its inter-
view but would go ahead and 
interview candidates in Kadu-
na State where according to 
reports on April 20, 2022, 259 
Nigerians lost their lives in the 
first quarter of  2022 following 
31 attacks by various criminal 
groups. 

“According to the report, in 
the north west where PTDF 
would hold its interview, 754 
people were killed in the first 
quarter of  2022. In the north 
east where PTDF would also 
be interviewing applicants, 145 
lost their lives, another 558 were 
killed in the North Central and 
the PTDF considers it okay to 
still hold its interview. 

“Sadly, the PTDF red zoned 
the south-east region which 
recorded 131 casualties from 
criminal activities. When one 
looks at the report, the south 
east region is actually the third 
safest region in Nigeria after 
the south-south and south west 
regions. So why would PTDF 
rule out the south-east while 
taking its interview to the most 
violent regions? 

Nwagbara said that there is 
more to the decision which 
he described as a shenanigan 
which everybody must be con-
cerned to know why qualified 
Igbo graduates are being ex-
cluded from a federal govern-
ment programme? 

According to him, “What re-
ally is the issue beyond the lie 
PTDF told through Mr. Bello? 
Is there a genuine reason for 
seeking to shut out Igbo appli-
cants from the PTDF OSS exer-
cise for 2022? 

“We call on all men of  good-
will, religious and political lead-

ers and all patriotic Nigerians 
to rise and resist this brazen 
attempt to eliminate qualified 
Igbos from a scheme that is tar-
geted for graduates from all over 
Nigeria. 

“Is the PTDF suggesting that 
those who argue vehemently 
that the present government has 
a hateful agenda against Igbos 
have a valid argument? What is 
this really all about? 

“YSAD would conclude by 
calling on the PTDF to imme-
diately reverse itself  and allo-
cate a centre for the region as 
has been the practice for a long 
time. 

“We shall deploy all legiti-
mate tools available to us to 
resist this God-forsaken plot to 
blacklist Igbo graduates from a 
programme they are genuinely 
entitled to.”

Nigerian man, Kunle Adeyanju, biking from London to Lagos has nally arrived in Nigeria.

We must be quick to state that if  indeed insecurity,
 as cited, is the reason the PTDF excluded the 

SouthEast region by denying applicants from the 
zone a centre where they can present themselves for 
the interview, then the whole exercise should have 

been cancelled nationwide because there is a 
pandemic of  insecurity, murder, arson, terrorist

 attacks and criminality all over Nigeria. 
It is strange that the PTDF cannot nd a 

suitable city in all of  the South East for its
 interview but would go ahead and interview
 candidates in Kaduna State where according 
to reports on April 20, 2022, 259 Nigerians 

lost their lives in the rst quarter of  2022 following
 31 attacks by various criminal groups

“

Kunle Adeyanju



 Consultant Public 

AHealth Physician,  
N n a m d i  A z i k i we  

University Teaching Hospital 
Nnewi, Anambra State, Dr. 
Nkiru Ezeama, on Friday, said 
about five hundred million 
women and girls lack adequate 
facilities for Menstrual Health 
Management (MHM), across 
the World.

She also raised concern on 
the stigma and practical 
difficulties many women and 
girls face in the World, 
particularly, in Nigeria, during 
their periods.

Dr. Ezeama, disclosed this 
at a one-day Symposium in 
commemoration of  the 2022 
World Menstrual Hygiene Day, 
which was held at St. John of  
God Secondary School Awka. 

She expressed frustration 
over the development, even as 
she counselled the female 
students on how to cope with 
the difficulties associated with 
menstruation.

The event was organised by 
Crea t ive  Ladies  Globa l  
R e s o u r c e s ,  a  n o n -
governmental organisation that 
focuses on improving the 
health and welfare of  young 
girls.

About puberty period in 
girls, Dr. Ezeama, who spoke 
o n  a  t o p i c :  A  G l o b a l  
Perspective On Menstrual 
Hygiene Management, "As It 
Affects Environmental And 
Public Health Concerns" 
dur ing  the  p rog ramme,  
describes the puberty stage as 
the period of  difficulty when 
girls cannot afford menstrual 
products during menstruation.

She said such girls often 
resort to unhygienic practices in 
keeping themselves clean 
during their period which is 
said to be approximately five 
days every four weeks.

Menstruation, they said, is 
an integral part of  a woman's 
life but a nightmare for five 
hundred million women and 
girls across the world who she 
noted, do not have access to 
basic sanitation during their 
menstrual periods.

She explain that majority of  

the young girls in the World, 
lack access to sanitary pads 
“which is necessary for optimal 
health.”

She said; “Young girls still 
i n  s choo l s  mos t ly  l ack  
confidence when they do not 
have access to pads. Some of  
them also avoid schools 
because they do not have access 
to sanitary pads for their 
menstruation.

Dr. Ezeama, noted that 
approximate number of  days a 
woman menstruates in her 
lifetime from age nine (9), is 
3000 and that an annual 
woman's solid waste load of  
disposable sanitary pads is 
44,254.

The Unizik Physician, 
urged the government at all 
levels to understand the need 
that this is an area that requires 
urgent intervention, especially, 
in Nigeria Public/Private 
Pr imar y and Secondar y  
Schools.

The programme Keynote 
Speaker, Prof. Chinyere Stella 
Okunna, in her brief  speech, 
urged younger girls to always 
safeguard their pride during the 
menstrual period to avoid 

temptation from their male 
counterpart.

She advocate end to 
menstrual stigmatisation, 
noting that menstruation is a 
natural phenomenon and not a 
taboo.

I n  h e r  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  
executive director of  the 
Crea t ive  Ladies  Globa l  
Resources, Engr. Mrs Maureen 
Chizoba Okolieukwu, said, the 
programme was organized to 
build girls' knowledge and 
p r o v i d i n g  a n  e n a b l i n g  
environment for effective 
management of  menstruation 
in Nigeria.

She said the Creative 
Ladies Global Resources in 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  s o m e  
Public/Private Health centres, 
Missionaries Health centres, 
well-to-do individuals and 
o t h e r  C i v i l  S o c i e t y  
Organisations is currently 
working to support those she 
described as marginalised 
adolescent girls within the 
country, through training of  
girls on the appropriate ways of  
managing menstruation and 
debunking the myths/taboos 
around it by providing the right 

information.
“We are building the 

capacity of  guidance and 
counsellors to support girls on 
m e n s t r u a l  h y g i e n e  
management, protecting their 
dignity by provision of  sanitary 
pads and advocacy to school 
management to improve 
WASH facilities and ensure 
girls stay in school to complete 
their cycle of  education.

According to her, majority 
of  the young girls in the world 
lack access to sanitary pads 
“which is necessary for optimal 
health.”

“Some schools also lack 
water and no safe place to 
change and dispose of  their 
pads. So at Creative Ladies 
Global Resources, we are 
working assiduously to ensure 
that we provide pads for girls 
and also advocate to other 
stakeholders to see the need to 
make this available for our girls

“For this commemoration 
we are distributing over 700 
sanitary pads to female 
students in 19 Secondary 
Schools in Anambra state that 
attended the programme.

Menstrual Hygiene Day 

helps to break the silence and 
build awareness about the 
fundamental role that good 
menstrual hygiene plays in 
enabling women and girls to 
reach their full potential, 
Okolieukwu added.

Representatives from the 
state Ministry of  Health and 
t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  Wa t e r  
Resource, at the Symposium, 
promised to collaborate with 
the NGO, to ensure awareness 
creation, sensitising the public 
on menstrual health hygiene in 
the state, is achieved.

News Echo gathered that, 
Menstrual Hygiene Day (MH 
Day) is a global platform that 
brings together government 
agencies, non-governmental 
organisations, the private sector 
and the media, among others, 
to promote good Menstrual 
H y g i e n e  M a n a g e m e n t  
(MHM).

The theme of  World 
Menstrual Hygiene Day 2022 is 
“to create a world where no 
woman or girl is held back 
because they menstruate by 
2030.”
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Menstrual Hygiene Day:

500million women and girls globally,
lack adequate facilities for MHM
- UNIZIK Physician 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

From 3rd left, Dr. Nkiru Ezeama, the Unizik Physician, Engr. Mrs Maureen Chizoba Okolieukwu, the Executive
Director, Creative Ladies Global Resources, Senator Ifeanyi Ubah, representing Anambra South Senatorial
District and other participants, during the Symposium, held at St John of God Secondary School, Awka, on Friday
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BARR. PETER
NDUBUISI MBAH

Congratulations!
On behalf of JADE ELLE 
NIGERIA LIMITED, I, 

Mayor Onuawuchi, 
congratulate you on your 
successful win in the PDP 

primary as the party’s governorship
flagbearer for Enugu State. We are so 

happy for you because we 
know that you are the 
perfect choice for the 

position and you will make 
the state proud while trusting

God  you will, as well win 
in the forthcoming
general elections.

Congratulations once again.

MAYOR ONUAWUCHI
CEO, JADE ELLE NIGERIA LIMITED

Signed:
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Foreign News

V
ladimir Putin’s airborne 
forces have suffered 
heavy casualties after 
being thrown into battles 

better suited to heavier armoured 
infantry units, British defence 
chiefs said on Thursday.

They stressed that the elite VDV, 
Russia’s airborne forces, had been 
involved in a number of  “tacti-
cal failures” in Mr Putin’s war in 
Ukraine which started just over 
three months ago.

They included being forced to 
retreat after seizing a key airport 
near Kyiv as the Russian president 
sought to seize the Ukrainian cap-
ital within days of  launching his 
invasion on February 24.

The UK defence chiefs said that 
the VDV’s underwhelming perfor-
mance highlighted that Mr Putin’s 
military was an “unbalanced over-
all force”.

They also claimed that “compla-
cency” among Russian command-
ers was partly to blame for heavy 
losses in many of  their elite units.

In its latest intelligence brief-
ing, the Ministry of  Defence in 
London said: “Russia’s airborne 
forces – the VDV – have been 
heavily involved in several notable 
tactical failures since the start of  
Russia’s invasion.  “This includes 
the attempted advance on Kyiv 
via Hostomel Airfield in March, 
the stalled progress on the Izium 
axis since April, and the recent 
failed and costly crossings of  the 
Siverskyi Donets River.” It add-
ed: “Russian doctrine anticipates 
assigning the VDV to some of  the 
most demanding operations. The 
45,000-strong VDV is mostly com-
prised of  professional contract sol-

The remains of what appears to be a makeshift bridge across the Siverskyi Donets River in Russia.

diers. Its members enjoy elite sta-
tus and attract additional pay.

“The VDV has been employed 
on missions better suited to heav-
ier armoured infantry and has sus-
tained heavy casualties during the 
campaign. Its mixed performance 
likely reflects a strategic misman-
agement of  this capability and 
Russia’s failure to secure air supe-
riority.” The military intelligence 
chiefs also stressed: “The misem-
ployment of  the VDV in Ukraine 
highlights how Putin’s significant 
investment in the armed forces 
over the last 15 years has resulted 
in an unbalanced overall force.

“The failure to anticipate 
Ukrainian resistance and the sub-
sequent complacency of  Russian 
commanders has led to significant 
losses across many of  Russia’s 
more elite units.”

Britain and other countries in 
the West are fighting an informa-
tion war against Russia on what is 
happening in Ukraine.

Russian forces are reported to 
be seizing territory in the eastern 
region of  Donbas, at least in local-
ised attacks, after Mr Putin’s gen-
erals sent an “insane” number of  
troops and equipment into battles, 
according to Ukrainian officials.

Russian forces have shelled 
more than 40 towns in the Don-
bas, Ukraine’s military said, and 
are now threatening to shut off  the 
last main escape route for civilians 
trapped in the path of  their offen-
sive in one area.

After failing to seize Kyiv or 
its second city Kharkiv, Russia is 
trying to take full control of  the 
eastern region, comprised of  the 
Donetsk and Luhansk provinces 

which include areas held by Mos-
cow-backed separatists.

Russia has poured thousands of  
troops into the region, attacking 
from three sides in an attempt to 
encircle Ukrainian forces holding 
out in the city of  Sievierodonetsk 
and its twin Lysychansk. Their fall 
would leave the whole of  Luhansk 
province under Russian control, a 
key Kremlin war aim.

“The occupiers shelled more 
than 40 towns in Donetsk and Lu-
hansk region, destroying or dam-
aging 47 civilian sites, including 38 
homes and a school. As a result of  
this shelling five civilians died and 
12 were wounded,” the Joint Task 
Force of  Ukraine’s armed forces 

said on Facebook.
The statement said ten enemy 

attacks were repelled, four tanks 
and four drones destroyed, and 62 
“enemy soldiers” were killed.

Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said Russian troops 
“heavily outnumber us” in some 
parts of  the east where Mr Putin 
has refocused his military cam-
paign after the failure of  his light-
ning invasion plan.

As Moscow seeks to solidify its 
grip on the territory it has seized, 
Mr Putin signed a decree simpli-
fying the process for residents of  
newly captured districts to acquire 
Russian citizenship and passports.

The Russian parliament 

Putin’s Airborne Forces suffer heavy 
casualties after tactical failures

US intelligence told to keep quiet over 
role in Ukraine military triumphs

F
ormer US intelligence of-
ficers are advising their 
successors currently in 
office to shut up and 

stop boasting about their role in 
Ukraine’s military successes.

Two stories surfaced in as many 
days in the American press this 
week, citing unnamed officials as 
saying that US intelligence was 
instrumental in the targeting of  
Russian generals on the battlefield 
and in the sinking of  the Moskva 
flagship cruiser on the Black Sea.

The initial report in the New 
York Times on Wednesday about 
the generals was partially denied 
by the White House, which said 
that while the US shares intelli-
gence with Ukrainian forces, it was 
not specifically shared with the in-
tent to kill Russian general officers.

The next day, NBC, the New 
York Times and the Washington 
Post all quoted officials as saying 
that US intelligence had helped 

Ukraine hit the Moskva with an-
ti-ship missiles last month, making 
it the biggest Russian ship to be 
sunk since world war two.

As a general rule, espionage 
is carried out in secret, though 
western intelligence agencies have 
turned that rule on its head over 
the past few months by going pub-
lic with what they knew about 
Russian preparations for invasion, 
and then with daily reports on the 
battlefield and from behind Rus-
sian lines.

The new disclosures are different 
however, as they concern what the 
US espionage agencies themselves 
have been doing, rather than com-
menting on the state of  the war.

In both cases, the US was claim-
ing a hand in historic humiliations 
for Moscow and for Vladimir Pu-
tin, triggering warnings of  unin-
tended consequences.

Paul Pillar, a former senior CIA 
official, said: “My personal view is 

scrapped the upper age limit for 
contractual service in the military 
on Wednesday, so people over 40 
can be called up, highlighting the 
need to replace lost troops.

In a late night video address, Mr 
Zelensky, commenting on the new 
Russian enlistment rules, said: 
“(They) no longer have enough 
young men, but they still have the 
will to fight. It will still take time to 
crush this will.”

Britain estimates that more than 
20,000 Russian military personnel 
have already been killed in Mr Pu-
tin’s invasion, with tens of  thou-
sands of  civilians feared to have 
also died in often indiscriminate 
Russian bombardments of  towns.

it’s unwise. I am surprised at the 
extent of  official confirmation of  
the role of  US intelligence in the 
sinking into Moscow, and even 
more so the killing of  the generals.

Related video: Russia’s having a 
difficult time reconstituting its mil-
itary in the east (CNBC)

 “The big concern is that this 
sort of  public confirmation of  this 
extensive US role in the setbacks 
dealt to the Russians may provoke 
Putin into escalation in a way that 
he might not otherwise feel it nec-
essary to escalate.”

John Sipher, who served for 28 
years in the CIA’s clandestine ser-
vice, some of  that time in Moscow, 
thought the decision to disclose 
details of  intelligence sharing was 
misguided, but for different rea-
sons.

“I just think it’s disrespectful to 
the Ukrainians,” Sipher said. “It’s 
taking away from the people who 
are actually on the ground, who 

are taking advantage of  the intel-
ligence, who are collecting their 
own intelligence, who are fighting 
day and night.”

However, he did not think that it 
significantly raised the risk of  esca-
lation between Russia and Nato.

“Putin understands how the 
game is played. He gets intelli-
gence to try to kill Americans if  
the situation is reversed, as he did 
in Afghanistan and other places. 
The Russians have spent years at-
tacking us with cyber warfare and 
disinformation,” Sipher said.

“So I don’t think them being up-
set that America is sharing intelli-
gence is a game-changer.”

European officials made clear 
their own intelligence agencies 
would not be following the US 
lead.

“It’s stupid,” one official said. “I 
don’t think it is a carefully coordi-
nated leak.”

An official from another Euro-

pean country cast doubt on the 
centrality of  US intelligence to the 
Ukrainian targeting of  Russian 
generals, saying the main factor 
was the predictability of  Russian 
officers as they followed rigid So-
viet-era doctrine. The breakdown 
in their secure communications 
equipment and the top-down hier-
archy of  the Russian army meant 
the top officers had to travel to the 
frontlines to be sure their orders 
were carried out and Ukrainian 
snipers were waiting from them.

In the case of  the Moskva, US 
officials were at pains to emphasise 
that Ukraine made its own target-
ing decisions, and drew informa-
tion from multiple sources.

“We are not the only sole source 
of  intelligence and information to 
the Ukrainians. They get intelli-
gence from other nations as well 
and have a pretty robust intelli-
gence collection capability,” John 
Kirby, the Pentagon spokesman, 
said.

“They’ve been fighting this war 
against Russia for eight years. It’s 
not like they are completely blind 
to the way Russia organises itself  
and the way Russia conducts itself  
on the battlefield.” 
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Human Rights group condemns killing of Northern
mother, 4 children, lawmaker in Anambra 
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

A 
Human Rights  organ-
isation called “Inter-
national Society for 
Civil Liberties and 

Rule of  Law” (Intersociety) has 
condemned in its entirety the al-
leged killing of  a Northern moth-
er and four children in Anambra 
State, saying it might have been 
carried out by street criminals. 

The group also condemned 
in strong term abduction, dis-
appearance and beheading.of  
Anambra lawmaker, Hon. Okey 
Okoye, insisting that the ordeal 
that befell him was most likely 
to be “politically conceived and 
ill-motivated”

In a statement by the leader-
ship of  Intersociety made availa-
ble to reporters in Enugu at the 
weekend, the 

group said “it is pertinent to 
make detailed clarification on the 
real group identity of  those that 
masterminded the dastardly act 
so as to set the record straight”

The statement  was signed by 
the Çhair of  the Intersociety, 
Emeka Umeagbalasi, Obianuju 
Joy Igboeli and Chidimma Evan-
geline Udegbunam.

According to the Activists, 
there was deliberate reportorial 
misrepresentation of  facts oc-
casioned by state censorship on 
media and stifling of  democrat-
ic civil space which have robbed 
many of  state and independently 
owned media organizations of  
their investigative competence 
and verification capacity. 

“These have also provided a 
field day for alarmist and divisive 
social groups to rush to the me-
dia with unguarded, provocative, 
inciting, threatening and venge-
ful statements, they said. 

The group noted that “This  
same alarmist social groups keep 
mum and turn blind eyes when 
members of  other ethnic nation-
alities and religions especially 
Igbo Christians and non Igbo 
Christians and their properties 
are subjected to wanton destruc-
tion by Muslin fanatics-thereby 
making it to look as if  Muslim 
lives are sacred and worth preser-
vation while lives of  others espe-
cially the Igbo citizens are worth 
being spilled or destroyed.

The statement reads in parts:
“A notorious leader of  one 

of  the ‘street criminal gangs’ 
in Anambra State who hails 
from Nneni in Anaocha Local 
Government Area was recently 
trailed by an experienced under-
cover to a liquor joint at Nnobi 
where his phone number was 
discreetly obtained and later in-
serted into intelligence tracking 
machine and other useful infor-
mation including his movements, 
locations and nefarious activities 

obtained. 
“His trailing followed a lead 

that he and his gang members 
masterminded the recent killing 
of  two soldiers and a newly mar-
ried female computer typist at 
Awgbu Junction. 

“The notorious street crimi-
nal gang leader’s conversation 
regarding his gang’s planned 
attacks on security personnel 
blocking their routes to criminal-
ity was also intercepted. 

“He and his gang members 
have been linked to various vio-
lent crimes in and around Umu-

oji, Abatete, Orakwu, Agulu, 
Nnobi, Nnewi, Igboukwu, Ezini-
fite, Uga and Ekwulobia axis. 

“Their high profile crimes 
include attacking and killing 
soldiers and police personnel 
blocking their criminality routes, 
snatching exotic cars and force-
ful collection of  millions of  naira 
ransoms through forced wireless 
transfers or cash drops as well 
as ritual activities, abductions, 
armed robberies, etc. 

“The group also occasionally 
resorts to ‘counterfeiting’ the ac-
tivities of  the violent agitators for 

purpose of  falsely blaming same 
on them and diverting the atten-
tion of  the public and security 
agencies. Part of  the gang’s coun-
terfeiting activities is launching 
attacks on security personnel or 
Northerners to portray same as 
‘handiwork of  ESN

“It was as a result of  the above 
that a combined team of  intelli-
gence and navy personnel laid 
ambush last weekend (Friday) 
and arrested the gang leader in 
his comfort hideout and his ar-
rest two days later on Sunday, 
22nd May 2022 sparked off  
series of  violent attacks by his 
followers including chase-after 
killing of  the Northern Muslim 
mother and her children at Ajali 
in Orumba North Local Govern-
ment Area. 

“The gang members also 
wrecked havoc at Agulu where 
they set ablaze a Pick-up Van be-
longing to a local Vigilante Group 
as well as in Abatete, Umuoji, 
Nkpor and Adazi-Nnukwu be-
fore escaping to unknown loca-
tion after their attack at Ajali. 

“In the attacks by the gang 
members, scores of  defenseless 
citizens were killed and motor-
cycles numbering over six and 
a Vigilante Group Pick-up Van 
set ablaze. The notorious street 
criminal gang leader is presently 
cooling his head in the hands of  
the intelligence 

On the alleged abduction and 
beheading of  Hon.Okey Okoye, 
the group stated that it could be 
the handiwork of  hired counter-
feiters.

According to the group, “The 
Anambra House of  Assembly 
member was trailed from Awka 
and chased after until his car was 

blocked. He was abducted along 
with his Campaign Officer (Cyr-
il); leaving behind the third per-
son. 

“His official car was also aban-
doned on the spot. That was on 
15th May 2022 and he was lat-
er tracked and traced to an Un-
ubi communal forest located in 
Nnewi South Local Government 
Area from where he was behead-
ed afterwards with his body de-
capitated and dumped in differ-
ent locations. 

“It must be recalled that it 
was mentioned in Intersocie-
ty’s report in March 2022 about 
the tracking by an undercov-
er agent of  a group of  fiercely 
looking armed men in a brown 
new Coaster Bus branded “Izzi 
Youth Vanguard” along Obe-
ledu-Oraeri-Igboukwu Road 
heading to an Anambra Forest 
Camp.

“Further circumstantial inves-
tigative findings indicated that 
the group may most likely be 
among the imported ‘fifth col-
umnist armed counterfeiters’ 
who are likely to have settled in 
one of  the communal bushes/
forests at Unubi. 

“The counterfeiters are likely 
to have been politically hired to 
abduct and slay the lawmaker. 

“This is more so when the 
lawmaker was independently 
disclosed to have been under in-
tense pressure not to go for sec-
ond tenure as a legislator repre-
senting his area which he bluntly 
refused. 

“This was said to be from the 
point of  view of  zoning. His 
beheading, slaying and decap-
itation took place even after his 
family was said to have paid mil-
lions in ransom.

Gov. Soludo promises to �sh out the killers.

It was as a result of the above that a 
combined team of intelligence and navy

 personnel laid ambush last weekend 
and arrested the gang leader in his comfort 

hideout and his arrest two days later on
 Sunday, 22nd May 2022 sparked off series

 of violent attacks by his followers
 including chase-after killing of the 

Northern Muslim mother and her children
 at Ajali in Orumba North Local 

Government Area. The gang members
 also wrecked havoc at Agulu where 

they set ablaze a Pick-up Van belonging
 to a local Vigilante Group as well as in

 Abatete, Umuoji, Nkpor and 
Adazi-Nnukwu before escaping to unknown 

location after their attack at Ajali. In the
 attacks by the gang members, scores of

 defenseless citizens were killed and motorcy-
cles numbering over six and a Vigilante Group 
Pick-up Van set ablaze. The notorious street 
criminal gang leader is presently cooling his head 

in the hands of the intelligence 

“

Late Hon. Okoye
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f  there is any Senatorial IDistrict that should raise 
serious concerns in the 2023 

general elections, it should be 
Abia South where it promises to 
be a clash of  the titans.

With her emergence as the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
flag bearer, the 2019 Social 
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  ( S D P ) 
governorship candidate, and 
Political Amazon of  Ngwaland, 
Hon. Dame Blessing Nwagba 
will be clashing with third-term 
Senator, Enyinnaya Abaribe of  
APGA and   Gov.  Okez ie 
Ikpeazu, who holds the PDP 
ticket.

W h i l e  D a m e  B l e s s i n g 
Nwagba is from Osusu Aba, in 
Aba North Local Government 
Area, her opponents, Governor 
O k e z i e  I k p e a z u  i s  f r o m 
Umuobiakwa in Obingwa Local 
Government Area and Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe is from 
Umuekwensu in  the  same 
Obingwa.

Nwagba, a former Member 
of  the Abia State House of  
Assembly on Saturday won the 
APC Senatorial ticket for Abia 
South Senatorial District.

She expressed gratitude to 
the delegates and leaders of  the 
party for finding her worthy to 
fly the APC flag in the election.

She promised to prioritize 
y o u t h  a n d  w o m e n 
empowerment if  she is elected 
to the senate in 2023.

Asked  whether  she  i s 
intimidated by the quality of  
the other candidates from other 
political parties in the main 
election, the former lawmaker 
said she is prepared to defeat 
her rivals

Before the declaration of  
results, Nwagba's rival, Dr 
k a s a r a c h i  E n y i n n a y a , 
wi thdrew f rom the  race, 
stressing that in all, the party 
remains supreme. 

He said that he bowed to the 
advice of  the state APC leaders 
to withdraw from the race and 
thanked the party for the 
peaceful manner the primaries 
were conducted.

After declaring Nwagba the 
winner following Enyinnaya's 
withdrawal, the Returning 
Officer, Brigadier General 
Victor Nnorom reaffirmed 
Enyinnaya's withdrawal and 

commended everyone for 
maintaining peace.

Speaking at the venue of  the 
election, at the Aba Recreation 
Club, described the process as 
transparent and commended 
the delegates for conducting 
themselves well.

Also,  Senate Minority 
Leader, Senator Enyinnaya 
Abaribe, won the senatorial 
ticket of  the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance (APGA), for 
the Abia South Senatorial 
District.

Abaribe who dumped the 
ruling Peoples' Democratic 
Party (PDP), earlier in the week 
a f t e r  p u l l i n g  f r o m  t h e 
governorship race, was elected 
APGA senatorial flag bearer 
unopposed.

The Returning Officer, 
C h i e f  L u c k y  E r o n d u , 
a n n o u n c e d  A b a r i b e ' s 
emergence amid thunderous 
o v a t i o n  b y  a  c r o w d  o f  
supporters, delegates and party 
faithful.

In his acceptance speech, 
Senator Abaribe thanked the 
d e l e g a t e s  f o r  r e p o s i n g 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i m  a n d 

promised not to disappoint his 
constituents.

Abaribe vowed to sustain 
his fight for the enthronement 
of  democracy, equity and 
justice.

He said he would help to 
return Abia State to APGA for 
t o t a l  l i b e r a t i o n  f r o m 

g o d f a t h e r i s m  a n d 
despondency.

Recall that Ikpeazu had also 
picked the PDP ticket during 
his party's primaries and as it 
stands now, it promises to be a 
huge battle between the trio 
who are well known with 
mammoth supporters.

Abia South Senate:

Two Obingwa brothers, one
Abangwa woman clash for seat
...As Nwagba, Ikpeazu, Abaribe battle for votes
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Ikpeazu Abaribe

Nwagba



ormer Vice President, FAtiku Abubakar has won 
the Presidential Primary 

E l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP). Atiku 
polled a total of  371 votes to 
defeat Rivers State Governor 
Nyesom Wike who polled a total 
of  237 votes. 

Further breakdown of  the 
results showed that Anyim Pius 
Anyim polled 14 Votes, Udom 
Emmanuel 38 votes, Bala 
Mohammed 20 votes, while 
Senator Olushola Bukola Saraki 
polled 70 votes.

Atiku who hai ls  f rom 
A d a m a w a  o f  N o r t h e a s t  
Geopolitical Zone will battle with 
the person that will emerge as the 
flag bearer of  the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC).

Meanehile, the northern 
elders' intervention was said to 
have led to the withdrawal of  the 
Governor of  Sokoto State, 
Aminu Tambuwal, and a former 
Managing Director of  FSB 
International Bank, Mohammed 
Hayatu-Deen, from the race.

The leaders met with the 
aspirants from the northern part 
of  the country on Friday night.

Led by a former National 
Security Adviser, Gen Aliyu 
Gusau (retd.), and a former 
governor of  Sokoto State, 

Attahiru Bafarawa, the leaders 
went into the crucial meeting to 
try and reduce the number of  
northern aspirants to one.

It was learnt that the northern 
leaders insisted that a particular 
candidate from the southern part 
of  the country should not be 
allowed to win the election.

A source privy to the meeting 
told one of  our correspondents 
that the aspirants from the North 
were asked to step down for 
Atiku, who they considered as 
having national spread more than 
the others.

It was gathered that Gusau, 
who was also in Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State four years ago when 
Atiku was elected as the party's 
presidential candidate, told the 
aspirants that he was speaking the 
minds of  the entire northern 
leaders.

The source, who is also a 
former national chairman of  the 
PDP, said, “The northern leaders 
felt that Atiku would be better in 
managing the country and that 
there is nothing the ruling party or 
the Federal Government would 
say about him that had not been 
said.

“They were of  the opinion 
that no anti-corruption agency 
will harass him anymore and that 
he also has national spread.”

It was also gathered that 
Hayatu-Deen agreed to step 

down after the meeting, but 
Tambuwal and others said they 
would consider it.

“Tambuwal said he would 
speak at the convention ground, 
while others said they would 
speak to their delegates on what 
to do,” the source added.

Immediately after Tambuwal 
announced his withdrawal,  
Atiku took to his Twitter handle 
to hail the decision.

He also said he was looking 
forward to working with the 
former Speaker of  the House of  
Representatives.

Atiku tweeted: “Thank you, 
H.E @AWTambuwal, for your 
spirited campaign. I look forward 
to working with you as we unite 
our party and our country.”

The announcement was said 
to have come as a shock to Wike, 
who was a solid supporter of  
Tambuwal when the latter vied 
for the same ticket in 2019. The 
outcome of  the 2019 national 
convention which was hosted in 
Port Harcourt, was said to have 
irked the governor, who allegedly 
felt that a former National 
Chairman of  the party, Prince 
Uche Secondus, ought to have 
helped swayed in favour of  his 
friend, Tambuwal.

The  unre so lved  c r i s i s  
between Wike and Secondus as a 
result of  the 2019 convention was 
said to have resulted in the 

removal of  the former national 
chairman of  the party, which was 
engineered by the governor.

A source close to the party's 
top hierarchy said, “It is better we 
have someone like Atiku.

“He is calm and has listening 
ears. He is experienced and has 
his supporters everywhere in the 
country. That's why we gave him 
the ticket.”

I will unify Nigeria, says PDP 
candidate

In his acceptance speech after 
he was pronounced as the PDP 
candidate by the Chairman of  the 
C o n v e n t i o n  P l a n n i n g  
Committee, Senator David Mark, 
Atiku extended a hand of  
fellowship to the defeated 
aspirants and pledged to work 
with them to ensure victory for 
the party.

He described the primary as 
one of  the freest elections to be 
conducted by the party, saying, 
“Today marks another milestone 
in the process to consolidate our 
democratic gains.”

At iku  sa id  i f  e l e c t ed  
President, he would unify the 
country, deal with insecurity and 
revamp the economy.

H e  a c c u s e d  t h e  A l l  
P r o g r e s s i v e s  C o n g r e s s  
government of  polarising the 
country, stating, “I pledge to unify 
the country that is why I refer to 

myself  as a unifier. Unity is very 
i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
government of  the APC has 
disunited Nigerians completely.”

Race for VP slot begins
Meanwhile, the race for who 

will be Atiku's running mate has 
begun in earnest.

Investigations showed that 
prior to the primary on Saturday 
night, some of  the governors of  
the party from the southern part 
of  the country were working with 
the former Vice-President with 
the hope of  becoming his running 
mate.

Those being touted as 
possible running mates are Delta 
State Governor, Ifeanyi Okowa; 
his Akwa Ibom State counterpart, 
Emmanuel; and Wike.

Before his sudden defection 
from the PDP to the Labour 
Party, a former governor of  
Anambra State, Mr Peter Obi, 
was said to be in the running for 
the vice-presidential slot.

However, skirmishes by some 
of  the governors from the South-
South were said to have frustrated 
Obi out of  the party.

A top source, who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity, said 
Atiku and the national leadership 
of  the party would consider many 
factors before deciding on who 
would be his running mate.
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News Analysis

How Atiku emerged PDP candidate
for 2023 Presidential Election 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

PDP national chairman, Iyorcha Ayu ( R ) declaring Atiku Abubakar (centre) winner
of the PDP presidential primaries in Abuja.



Anambra Govt receives 20,000 organic 
coconut seedlings from Malaysia
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Supreme Court judgement: Neither Nlemigbo nor Nwafor
is authentic Imo APC chairman - Uzodimma
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By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, 
Senator Hope Uzod-
imma and former APC 

National Organizing Secre-
tary, Senator Osita Izunaso 
have reacted to the Supreme 
Court of  Nigeria final judge-
ment that recognized Dan-
iel Nwafor as the authentic 
Chairman of  Imo APC.

Addressing Government 
House Correspondents 
over the issue, Governor 
Uzodimma said the period 
under discussion has since 
expired and neither Marce-
linus Nlemigbo nor Dan 
Nwafor are the chairman of  
the party in the state, as the 
national convention of  the 
party had since been con-
ducted and new leadership 
emerged.

“There is no such judge-
ment from Supreme Court, 
what Supreme Court did 
was, dismiss an appeal 
against an FCT High Court 
judgement that recognized 

Daniel Nwafor as the chair-
man of  APC in Imo State, 
against Mercelinus Nlemig-
bo. The period we are talk-
ing about, their tenures has 
since expired and since it is 
expired, there is nothing for 
anybody to benefit from.

“The current Exco mem-
bers were not parties to the 
case. The current Exco was 
duely elected, confirmed 
and ratified by convention. 
Convention is the highest 
election organ of  our party. 
Any result from it is final”. 
Uzodimma submitted.

The governor made bold 
to enthuse that Macdonald 
Ebere remains the authentic 
Chairman of  the party in 
the state.

Reacting to the develop-
ment while fielding ques-
tions from newsmen,  Sen-
ator Osita Izunaso, who is 
the former National Organ-
izing Secretary of  the party, 
said there was no ‘enroll 
order’ or ‘consequential or-
der’ in the judgement, man-

From 3rd lift, Dr. Nkiru Ezeama, the Unizik Physician, Engr. Mrs Maureen Chizoba Okolieukwu, the Executive 
Director, Creative Ladies Global Resources, Senator Ifeanyi Ubah, representing Anambra South Senatorial Dis-
trict and other participants, during the Symposium, held at St John of  God Secondary School, Awka, on Friday.

Judgement ‘ll not affect 
our primaries - Izunaso

Sen Onwe, 2 others emerges APGA
Senatorial candidates in Ebonyi
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

S
enator Emmanuel 
Onwe, two other as-
pirants, includes lady 

Blessing Egbedi Nwankwo 
and Nwidegba Chibueze 
Silas, have emerged the 
senatorial candidates of  
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance, APGA, in Eb-
onyi State, ahead of  the 

2023 general elections.
Senator Onwe who was 

the Commissioner for in-
formation during Gov 
Umahi’s first tenure was 
declared the candidate for 
Ebonyi Central Senato-
rial District unopposed, 
while lady Blessing Egbedi 
Nwankwo equally emerged 
for Ebonyi South, as well 
as Nwidegba Chibueze Si-
las, for Ebonyi North re-
spectively.

The State chairman, Mr 
Ricky Okorouka had urged 
the electoral umpires to 
use only delegate lists au-
thenticated by the National 
Chairman, to ensure a free, 
fair, transparent and credi-
ble election devoid of  bit-
terness and rancor.

Okorouka made it known 
that “statutory delegates 
are not allowed to vote 
during the primaries”, and 
cautioned the electoral of-

ficers to adhere to the party 
guidelines in the conduct 
of  the primaries.

Senator Emmanuel 
Onwe, dedicated his can-
didacy to his teeming 
supporters, While calling 
on other political actors 
in the party to join hands 
with him to ensure APGA 
emerges victorious during 
the 2023 general Election 
in the state.

2023: Umeh loses APGA
Senatorial ticket in
Anambra Central
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka; Ovat Mike, Onitsha

F
ormer National 
Chairman of  the All 
Progressive Grand Al-

liance, APGA, Chief  Victor 
Umeh, on Saturday lost his 
bid to return to the Senate as 
he lost the APGA Anambra 
Central Senatorial District 
primaries.

Umeh, a former senator 
of  the District in the upper 
legislative chamber, lost 
the primaries to the serving 
House of  Representative 
member representing Anoa-
cha/Dunukofia/Njikoka 
Federal Constituency, Hon-
ourable Ferdinard Dozie 

Nwankwo
The Returning Officer for 

the exercise, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Nwokocha, announced the 
result as follows: Senator 
Victor Umeh:152 votes,and 
Hon. Ferdinard Dozie 
Nwankwo, 162 while Uzu 
Okagbue ganerred 11 votes.

Speaking to journal-
ists shortly after he was 
announced the winner, 
Nwankwo, thanked the 
state governor, Professor 
Chukwuma Soludo, the 
National  Chairman, Chief  
Victor Oye and the dele-
gates for selecting him.

He said he never believed 
he would defeat Senator 
Victor Umeh in the contest.

He extended the olive 
branch to his co-contest-
ants and urged them to join 
hands with him to win the 
general election.

He commended the 
peaceful conduct of  the 
primaries and promised 
to continue with his good 
work if  elected at the gener-
al election.

The event took place at 
Prof. Dora Akuyilli Wom-
en Development Centre, 
Awka.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Ministry of  Agricul-
ture Awka, through 

the National Coconut pro-
ducers, processors and Mar-
keters Association of  Ni-
geria NACOPPMAN have 
taken delivery of  twenty 
thousand coconut seedlings 
from Malaysia for cultiva-
tion.

Dr Foster Ihejiofor, An-
ambra Commissioner for 
Agriculture after inspecting 

the seedlings, reassured ndi 
Anambra that Soludo’s ad-
ministration shall work hard 
to ensure food sufficiency, 
surplus for export, improve, 
stabilize the economy and 
create wealth through agri-
culture. 

He added that planting 
of  economic trees such as 
coconut and palm is the ma-
jor drive and revealed that 
more seedlings will arrive 
and massive planting of  eco-
nomic trees in the state are 
underway. 

The Hon Commissioner 

called on ndi Anambra to 
take advantage of  the oppor-
tunity Soludo’s administra-
tion has created in agricultur-
al sector to improve standard 
of  living and contribute to 
the growth and development 
of  the State. 

Recall that Governor Solu-
do had earlier announced 
that the state will plant hun-
dreds of  thousands of  coco-
nut and palm seedlings this 
year.

Admonishing the impor-
tation as a positive devel-
opment, Chairman, Youth 

dating an immediate action.
“I don’t think the judge-

ment portends any danger 
to APC in Imo because the 
tenure they are talking about 
has elapsed. The party, over 
two years ago, dissolved all 
its elected officers across 
board, appointed caretaker 
committees and that con-
ducted it’s affairs for a good 

number of  months and lat-
er held conventions, from 
which the incumbent lead-
ership emerged”.

On the anticipated impact 
of  the judgement on the on-
going primary elections of  
the party,  Izunaso made it 
clear that primary elections 
are conducted by the nation-
al leadership of  the party, so 

even in the case that a new 
leadership takes over the 
party in the state, the con-
gresses will not be affected.

“It is not the present exco  
or the one you said Supreme 
Court has affirmed that will 
conduct adhoc delegates 
elections or the primaries. 
It is the responsibility of  
the national leadership of  

the party, so the case is a 
settled matter in law, and 
even by the provision of  the 
electoral law and party con-
stitution. That is why the 
national Chairman and Sec-
retary are the ones that sign 
the nomination from that is 
submitted to INEC”. The 
former Orlu zone Senator 
submitted.

Wing, All Farmers Associ-
ation of  Nigeria, Anambra 
state Chapter, Mr Chisom 
Onugha also informed our 
Correspondent that coconut 
is a vital fruit which has alot 
of  benefits, ranging from the 
economic value, health, em-
ployment creation among 
others. 

He however, urged the 
state government to provide 
structural plan which is stra-
tegic enough to effect the im-
plementation of  cultivating 
and harvesting the fruits for 
income generation.



Kalu warns APC, field Southern 
candidate, go on political retirement

News

262 vulnerable farmers in Anambra benefit
from FGN/IFAD VCDP
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

N
o fewer than two 
hundred and six-
ty-two vulnerable 

farmers across the eight 
participating council are-
as in Anambra State have 
benefited from the free 
farm inputs, worth over 
twenty million naira by the 
FGN/IFAD VCDP.

The distribution exer-
cise, which is under IFAD 
COVID-19 Rural Poor 
Stimulus Facility grant, 

was officially inaugurated 
for the eight participating 
council areas of  Awka 
North, Anambra East and 
West, Orumba North and 
South, Ayamelum, Ihiala 
and Ogbaru.

Our Correspondent re-
ports that the farm inputs, 
including Rice Seeds, MPK 
and Urea Fertilizers, se-
lective and non-selective 
herbicides were aimed at 
cushioning the effects of  
COVID-19 on the benefi-
ciaries.

Flagging off  the exercise 
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at Ohita Community in 
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area, the Anambra State 
Commissioner for Agricul-
ture, Dr. Foster Ihejiofor 
announced that from next 
year’s farming season, the 
state will no longer support 
farmers with fungicides, 
herbicides, insecticides and 
inorganic fertilizers as they 
will migrate to biological 
approach that recognizes 
the soil as a living organism 
that is full of  Eno-living 
organism in their diverse 
activities that support the 

plant ecosystem.
Dr. Ihejiofor noted that 

under the health-conscious 
Governor, Professor Chuk-
wuma Soludo, the state 
intends to mainstream re-
generative agriculture that 
mimics nature, promotes 
bio- diversity in plants and 
micros, and encourages the 
symbiotic relationship be-
tween the microorganism 
in the soil and plants in or-
der to maintain productivi-
ty to profitable levels.

The National Pro-
gramme Coordinator, 
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S
enator Orji Uzor Kalu 
has warned the All 
Progressives Congress 

(APC) to avoid fielding a 
Southerner for the 2023 
presidential race, saying it 
could lead the party into 
political obscurity. 

Kalu’s opinion on Sun-
day was hinged on the fact 
that main opposition – the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), elected a North-
easterner in the person of  
Atiku Abubakar, to be its 
flagbearer in the 2023 pres-
idential race.

The Senate Chief  Whip 
in a statement congratu-
lated the PDP for electing 
the former vice-president, 
he however, noted that the 
victory in the PDP pres-
idential primary election 
meant that Nigerians have 
understood his political cal-
culations about 2023.

According to him, with 
Atiku’s emergence, “it is no 
longer feasible to talk about 
Southern candidates except 
the APC want to go on po-
litical retirement”.

The former Abia State 
governor urged the Nation-
al Chairman of  the APC 
and the entire NWC to 
stamp their feet and zone 
APC presidential ticket to 
the North East.

While establishing that 
President Muhammad Bu-
hari has a right to choose 
his successor, Kalu urged 
the president to pick Sen-
ator Ahmad Lawan as the 
one to step in when he 
eventually leaves office in 
2023.

“In every democratic set-

ting, presidents and Gover-
nors support and pick their 
successors. I call on Pres-
ident Buhari to pick a suc-
cessor from the North East 
and that will be the equity 
the South East needs. With 
the North East, the cycle 
will be closest to comple-
tion of  regions producing 
the president of  Nigeria.

“By now, all APC aspir-
ants should drop their am-
bition and support a North 
Easterner. Senator Ahmad 
Lawan is the destination,” 
the lawmaker opined.

Kalu has been very vo-
cal about having the APC 
choose a Northeasterner to 
fly the party’s flag in 2023. 
According to him, if  all par-
ties will not completely al-
low a Southeastern become 
president in 2023, then it is 
only fair that the North East 
is handed power.

“if  there is any zone that 
understands the pains of  
South Eastern Nigeria for 
being shut out of  the presi-
dential seat, it is its counter-
part, the North East.

“The two zones remain 
the only zones that are yet 
to produce a president de-
spite having the most ca-
pable hands to govern the 
country,” Kalu argued in a 
recent interview.

He explained that it was 
in the absence of  a clear 
agreement of  the southern 
brothers to support zoning 
of  the tickets to the South 
East, that he decided to 
wield his support to the 
North East with the hope 
that justice is closer to his 
people.

Ebonyi Ex-SSG wins APGA
guber candidacy
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

F
ormer Secretary to 
Ebonyi State Gov-
ernment, Professor 

Ben Odoh has emerged 
the governorship candi-
date of  the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance for the 
2023 election.

The chairman of  the 
Electoral Panel, Deacon 
Olalere Samson declared 
Odoh, having scored 513 
votes.

He said that the total del-
egates voted for Odoh who 
was the sole aspirant for 
the Party’s ticket.

In his acceptance speech, 
Odo appealed for the peo-
ple of  the state to support 
APGA to promote region-
al political economy for 
the south East zone.

Odoh said: “Exactly one 

FGN/IFAD VCDP, Dr. 
Fatima Aliyu said the grant 
is to support vulnerable 
farmers in VCDP States 
to sustain production, en-
hance food security, and ac-
celerate their recovery from 
the negative impact of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Aliyu, represented by the 
Rural Infrastructure Engi-
neer, FGN/IFAD VCDP, 
Engineer Felix Oibiokpa, 
assured that on receipt of  
the farm inputs, VCDP will 
also provide extension ser-
vices to targeted farmers, 
who will also receive train-
ing on good agronomic 
practices on application of  
Fertilizers and agrochemi-
cals, as well as farm man-
agement and climate smart 
agriculture.

The state Programme 
Coordinator, FGN/IFAD 
VCDP, Mr. Nnamdi Ag-
wuncha, described the 

farm inputs as a fall back 
on COVID-19 effects on 
farmers.

In their separate speech-
es, the representative of  
the Acting Chairman of  
Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area, Mr. Ifechukwu 
Aniegboka and the repre-
sentative of  the traditional 
ruler of  Ohita Community, 
Dr. Ifeanyi Isimis, while 
describing Ohita as an 
agrarian community, laud-
ed the FGN/IFAD VCDP 
for coming to their aid.

Also speaking, the 
Agro-dealer, Mr. Emma 
Obi called for early distri-
bution of  the farm inputs 
to farmers to encourage 
judicious use while  some 
of  the beneficiaries, Mrs. 
Agnes Nweke and Mr. Os-
ita Elshaddai, promised ju-
dicious use of  the inputs to 
achieve set targets.

Some of  the farm inputs made avaliable by the FGN/IFAD VCDP to vulnerable farmers in Anambra state.

Obiano’s wife emerges APGA
Senatorial candidate for Anambra
North
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

W
ife of  the im-
mediate past 
governor of  An-

ambra State, Dr Mrs Ebel-
echukwu Obiano, Sunday, 
defeated her husband’s 
former Chief  of  Staff, Mr 
Primus Odili to emerge 
the flag bearer of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alliance 

(APGA) for Anambra 
North.

Mrs Obiano, at the 
APGA primary held at 
Chuba Ikpeazu Stadium, 
Onitsha, Onitsha North 
Local Government Area, 
scored 152 votes while her 
closest rival, Odili got 120.

Other aspirants at the 
election included the State 
former Commissioner for 
Information, Mr Tony 

year today, i will be sworn 
in as the next Governor of  
Ebonyi State. I’m deep-
ly honoured to have been 
found fit to fly the flag of  
APGA in Ebonyi state. 
I hereby accept this offer 
and count myself  to ensure 
that our party wins Ebonyi 
State”.

 “Let me say it very clear 

to Ebonyi people, APGA 
is our own party. It be-
longs to our region. The 
only way we can begin to 
make real progress is to 
support regional political 
economy. PDP is already 
in crisis. They are possibly 
going to have two candi-
dates in Ebonyi. APC has 
two candidates too”.

Nnacheta (2 votes), and 
one Mr Onwuteaka Sam 
Jnr who equally got 2 
votes, out of  the 276 total 
votes cast at the poll.

The Returning Officer 
for the election, Mr O. 
Ikenna, who declared Mrs 
Obiano winner having 
scored highest numbers of  
vote casts, commended the 
contestants and delegates.



Children's Day: Toast FM organizes party
for kids, poised to redefine media 

t was galore of  merriment at IToast 90.3 FM Radio Owerri 
as kids from all social strata 

were hosted to a party by the 
management of  the broadcasting 
organization during the 2022 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
International Children's Day held 
last week in Owerri.

Speaking, General Manager 
of  Toast FM, Ify Onyegbule, 
disclosed that the party was 
organized to encourage children 
on excellence as some of  them are 
intelligent and are quite interested 
to be groomed on media skills 
especially broadcasting.

According to Onyegbule, "it is 
a celebration of  children. We do 
this every year. The stations where 
I have managed, I normally do this 
because it is my birthday. In the 
last 15 years, I have been 
celebrating with children. So, 
wherever I find myself, I bring 
children together and we get to 
have a good party.

The ace broadcaster affirmed 
that "this is our very first in Toast 
FM because we have just actually 
started operations. Hence we 
decided to bring kids around to 
celebrate this year Children's Day- 
May 27. And you know the scare - 
what it means with insecurity and 
all of  that and I'm quite excited 
that parents had confidence to 
bring their children here. There 
were quite intelligent children 
who came around. This is what 
we want to encourage because this 
kind of  party  will be happening 
here monthly where we want to 
celebrate children born in a 
particular month".

The GM, who added that 
there were little gifts or token that 
were given to the children who 
came to the party, mentioned that 
"we had a little Master and Miss 
Toast FM who emerged from the 
contest that they had and the 
pa ren t s  o f  cour se  had  a  
conversation with me and I said to 
them- look- it is just to encourage 
your children to know how we can 
get to groom them. Some of  them 
are interested in broadcast and we 
have a platform where we can 
groom them on those skills. If  they 
have talents in them, we help them 
bring them out. We have a photo 
studio that has partnership with us 
and the photo studio. Those who 
won need to come to the studio 
and do some photo shots".

She stressed that parents who 
do not have the wherewithal to 
bring their kids to the party can 
buy tickets for them, maintaining 
that "we have people coming up to 
say they want to pay for extra 
tickets and they paid. Some would 
come and say they have four 

children- I can pay for two 
tickets. That is why we have a 
quite number of  children here 
today. We are going to gather 
children born in the month of  
June and celebrate with them to 
give them sense of  belonging. 
Because not many parents are 
able to organize birthday party 
for their children", adding that 
Toast FM partnered with News 
Echo Newspaper, Kay Events 
and Suites, Ayoka, RSGS, 
WAWUU Studio, Flourkraft 
and Events, 4G Cakes and Skills 
Services among others.

Affirming that Toast FM 
came into existence fully earlier 
this year (2022), Onyegbule 
urged Toast FM listeners to 
continue to come forth to 
patronize it as "we are here with 
a difference. We are different in 
the way we do our presentation; 
the things we do in our station, 

how courteous we are to our 
clients and our guests. I'm sure 
you saw what happened here 
today. And I'm saying to our 
listeners, we have come to add to 
what is happening in Owerri. 
Others are doing so well, but we 
are just contributing our own 
quota to see that the media space 
right here in Owerri is actually as 
good as it can be". 

She congratulated the kids 
for participating, just as she 
thanked parents for buying the 
tickets and bringing up their 
children to the party.

One of  the panel of  judges, 
Deacon Chukwukere Chibueze, 
hinted that winners of  the 
contest were chosen from 
Appearance, IQ, Carriage, 
Dressing and Eloquence.

Appreciating Toast FM for 
doing good to the society, as well 
as hosting the party for their 

children, parents of  Master and 
Miss Toast FM, Mr. John 
Nwahiri and his wife, Lolo 
Osodiyaeme Chinyere Nwahiri 
and Mrs. Nwoke Elizabeth, 
thanked God for blessing their 
d a u g h t e r  a n d  s o n  w i t h  
intelligence and talents. Other 
parents like Chief  Stanley Ubgla 
and Nze Ebubechukwu whose 
kids also participated in the 
party, said their children felt 
good for mingling with their 
fellow kids outdoors.

The winners of  the contest, 
Great Nwoke and Wisdom 
Nwahiri, who were crowned 
Master and Miss Toast FM, 
expressed gratitude to Toast FM 
for hosting children to a lavish 
party. They said they would 
always be exemplary children 
while remaining obedient to 
their parents and elders.

However, the origin of  

Children's Day (holiday) dates 
b a c k  t o  1 9 2 5  w h e n  
representatives from diverse 
countries met in Geneva, 
Switzerland, to convene the first 
World Conference for the 
wellbeing of  children. After the 
conference, some governments 
around the world designated a 
day as Children's Day to 
highlight children's issues. 
Although, there was no specific 
d a t e  r e c o m m e n d e d .  S o,  
countries use whatever date was 
most suitable to their culture.

Here, May 27 was set aside 
as a holiday for children in 1964. 
The day draws attention and 
brings to the fore awareness on 
problems faced by children. 
Children's Day brings together 
joy and merriment to children 
who took part in celebrating the 
May 27 across the country.
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By Ikenna Orioha

Toast FM celebrating with children on May 27 I Owerri.



o fewer than 11 

Nsuspected members 
o f  t h e  A i y e  

confraternity have been 
arrested for allegedly killing 
three persons in Abeokuta, 
the Ogun State capital, in one 
day.

Police said they were 
“responsible for the killing of  
one Olaosebikan Tejuosho” 
and two others on March 25.

The Ogun State police 
s p o k e s m a n ,  A b i m b o l a  
Oyeyemi, said on Sunday 
that the suspects identified 
themselves  as :  Quadri  
Ogunsanya a.k.a (Oguns), 
Jamiu  Keh inde  (a .k .a  
General Smart) Makinde 
Azeez, Makinde Ifajimin, 
M a k i n d e  F a s h a k i n ,  
Adenekan Samuel (a.k.a 
Adiye) ,  War i s  I smai l ,  
Olamilekan Hamsat (a.k.a 

 3 6 - y e a r - o l d 

ANigerian, based in 
Italy, Nwakanma 

Uche, has excreted 95 
pellets of  heroin, after he 
was arrested by operatives 
of  the National Drugs Law 
Enforcement Agency ( 
NDLEA).

Uche was arrested at 
t h e  N n a m d i  A z i k i we 
Inter nat iona l  Air por t 
(NAIA), Abuja, after it was 
discovered that he had 
ingested the pellets.

The Director, Media 
and Advocacy, NDLEA, 
Mr Femi Babafemi, said 
this in a statement on 
Sunday in Abuja.

Babafemi said that 
Uche, who hails from 
Arodizuogu village, Ideato 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, was nabbed 
while trying to board an Air 
France plane on his way to 
Paris, France, and Milan, 
Italy, on Sunday, May 15, 
2022.

“He was thereafter 
kept under observation, 
during which he excreted 
the 95 pellets of  the illicit 
drug.

“He claimed he came 
to see his parents in Nigeria 
after 12 years in Italy.

“He added that he was 
to be paid N 1.5 million 
after a successful delivery 
of  the drugs in Milan,” he 
said

Meanwhile, the agency 
has arrested a wanted drug 
k i n g p i n  b e h i n d  t h e 
2000.6kg Cannabis Sativa 
seized in a concrete mixer 
truck, in Adamawa State, 
on December 2, 2021.

Babafemi said that the 

suspect, Henry Okamaru 
( a . k . a .  L aw r e n c e  I k 
Okamaru), was arrested in 
Ondo Sta te  a f ter  f ive 
months of  manhunt by 
operatives of  the NDLEA.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t w o 
s u s p e c t s :  M a t t h e w 
D o n u w e  a n d  F r i d a y 
Nmborgwu, were arrested 
in connection with the 
consignment, in December, 
2021.

Babafemi also said that 
they had confessed that the 
concrete mixer truck, with 
a  L a g o s  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
number, SMK 890 XB, was 
loaded with the illicit drug 
in Ogbese, Ondo state.

He added that they 
traveled for two months on 
the road before arriving 
Adamawa where they were 
eventually arrested by 
NDLEA operatives.

According to him, 
investigations revealed that 
Okamaru is one of  the 
leaders  of  a  cannabis 
cult ivation car tel  that 
operates in the Ondo-Ekiti 
axis.

“He shuttles through 
Osun, Ondo, Ekiti, Edo 
and Delta States, from 
where  he  coordinates 
s u p p l i e s  o f  i l l i c i t 
consignments to northern 
parts of  the country and 
Lagos State.

“The drug lord has also 
been identified as a member 
of  an international drug 
trafficking ring, while he 
shuttles between Nigeria 
and South Africa, where his 
family is settled.

“ H e  h a s  a  s t r o n g 
c o n t r o l  a n d  s t a k e  i n 
cannabis cultivation in 

Ondo, Edo, Ekiti, Osun 
and Oyo States, with large 
storage facilities in Lagos 
and Abbi in Delta State, 
f r o m  w h e r e  h i s 
c o n s i g n m e n t s  a r e 
distributed year round,” he 
said.

e r r o r i s t s ,  w h o Tattacked the AK9 
A b u j a - K a d u n a 

train, killed nine passengers 
and kidnapped over 60 other 
passengers, have withdrawn 
the threat to start killing the 
remaining 62 passengers in 
captivity by Tuesday.

The terrorists, according 
to spokesman of  Sheikh 
A h m a d  G u m i ,  Tu k u r 
Mamu, have given the 
Federal Government two- 
week ultimatum effective 
from May 30 to release their 
e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  i n 
government custody.

The abductors of  the 
t r a i n  p a s s e n g e r s  l a s t 
Tuesday threatened to start 
s l a u g h t e r i n g  t h e  6 2 
passengers in custody if  the 
Federal Government fails to 
release their children.

Mamu, a Kaduna-based 
publisher, who said he has 
succeeded in reaching a 
truce with the terrorists, said 
the location of  the eight 
children the terrorists want 
in exchange for the train 
p a s s e n g e r s ,  h a s  b e e n 
established with the help of  
security agencies.

Gumi's spokesman said 
t h e  t e r r o r i s t s  s h i f t e d 
grounds and even promised 
to continue to feed the 
captives well and attend to 
their medical needs after 
photographs of  the eight 

children of  the terrorists was 
sent to them as a proof  of  
life.

Mamu said security 
agencies located the eight 
children currently being 
held in Adamawa State.

He however called on 
the Federal Government to 
hasten the release of  their 
children.

According to him: ”I 
can authoritatively confirm 
that the earlier threat to stop 
feeding the over 60 abducted 
passengers of  the Abuja-
Kaduna bound train and 
threat to start executing the 
victims was successfully 
withdrawn on Saturday 
afternoon.

“This was as a result of  
ongoing engagement with 
t h e  ' A b u  B a r r a '  l e d 
abductors. This is a good 
development, even though 
for issues that have to do 
with the safety of  the 
v i c t i m s ,  t o  e n s u r e 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e 
abductors and to build 
confidence, we would not 
elaborate on this latest 
development which comes 
less than 48 hours after the 
r e l e a s e  o f  a n o t h e r 
threatening video of  the 
kidnapped victims.”

“ We  w e r e  a b l e  t o 
identify the location of  their 
8 children with the active 

support of  the security 
agencies and eventually sent 
a proof  of  life and their 
children existence to the 
terrorists, a development 
that has helped to restore 
confidence.”

To this end, he affirmed 
that a temporary truce that 
will enable government to 
facilitate action was indeed 
reached with the abductors.

He explained: “As a 
result of  serious and frank 
engagement  they have 
agreed to continue to take 
c a r e  o f  t h e i r  v i c t i m s 
including providing them 
with medical First Aid 
services which they said 
they have been doing.

“A l s o ,  t h e y  h a v e 
withdrawn earlier threats to 
s t a r t  k i l l i n g  t h e m  b y 
Monday. I believe this is a 
major milestone that was 
facilitated by Almighty 
Allah to grant succour not 
only to the innocent victims 
but to their loved ones as 
well.”

”I can confirm to you 
that our security agencies 
are showing concern and 
willingness to secure their 
release in safety. What we 
e a r l i e r  r e l e a s e d  h a s 
encouraged them to do 
more. Nigerians should 
continue to pray and stop 
politicising this sensitive 
i m b r o g l i o .  We  m u s t 

recognize that lives of  
i n n o c e n t  c i t i z e n s  a r e 
involved.”

“But it is important to 
frankly state that they were 
ver y much categorical 
during our conversation on 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
withdrawing their earlier 
threat. They said they will 
give government the benefit 
of  two weeks effective from 
Monday 30th May, to see 
t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  
releasing their teenage 
children before any talk that 
may lead to the release of  
some of  their victims.”

“In the absence of  any 
al ter native,  I  urge the 
government to please do the 
needful as soon as possible 
as many of  the victims have 
serious health challenges 
and you know we are in the 
rainy season.

“My decision to accept 
the mediation efforts is 
purely on humanitarian 
grounds and as part of  the 
sacrifice and commitment 
of  Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Gumi 
to contribute to lasting 
peace and security across 
the North especially the 
North West.”

“ I n  v i e w  o f  t h e 
encouraging development it 
remains to be seen how 
government will react to it 
to ensure the immediate 
release of  the kidnapped 
victims that have now spent 
two months in captivity.”

Diara), Bamidele Waliu, 
Makinde Faleke and Ajeifa 
Arifasope.

Oyeyemi disclosed that 
they were apprehended at 
Itoku area of  Abeokuta, 
f o l l o w i n g  c r e d i b l e  
information

He said the command 
had intelligence that “the 
cultists, who are said to have 
been involved in series of  
bloody cult clashes within the 
metropolis, were planning 
another onslaught at Itoku 
area.”

C S P  S h o b i y i  
Oluwatoshin, who is the 
officer in charge the anti-
cultist unit, was said to have 
mobilized his men to the area 
where the eleven suspects 
were apprehended.

“On interrogation, the 
suspects confessed being 

members of  the dreaded Eiye 
cult group.

“They confessed their 
involvement in series of  cult 
clashes, one of  which led to 
t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  o n e  
Olaosebikan Tejuosho at 
Isale Abetu area of  Abeokuta 
on the 25th of  March 2022.

“They also confessed 
being responsible for the 
killing of  one Habib Mego 
and one other person simply 
known as School boy (real 
name unknown) at Omida 
area of  Abeokuta all on the 
same day,” he said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
Commissioner of  Police, 
Lanre Bankole, has ordered 
that the past activities of  the 
suspects be investigated, 
adding that other members 
of  the group must be hunted 
for and brought to book.
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11 suspected cultists nabbed for killing three persons 

Drug kingpin excretes 95 pellets of
heroin in Abuja

Train attack: Terrorists withdraw threat to 
kill 62 abducted passengers
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Foreign News

Narva is a strange place, almost 
an aberration. On the very edge of  
Nato’s eastern flank, it is Estonia’s 
third biggest city - but its popula-
tion of  nearly 60,000 is 97% Rus-
sian-speaking, making it the largest 
Russian-speaking city in the EU.

It sits on the western bank of  the 
River Narva that flows into the 
Baltic Sea. On the eastern bank 
is Russia. To a first-time visitor it 
feels like a classic Cold War fron-
tier. Two giant fortresses face each 
other on opposing sides of  the riv-
er, with the international border 
running down the middle.

To the west is Narva Castle, built 
by the invading Danes in the 13th 
Century. To the east is Ivangorod 
Fortress, built by a Muscovite 
Grand Prince in 1492.

Since much of  Estonia’s bor-
der with Russia crosses a lake, 
any future invasion by Moscow is 
thought likely to come either here 
or further to the south, next to Lat-
via.

Spanning the river at Narva is 
a road bridge, flanked by a high, 
chain-link fence topped with 
barbed wire and with customs 
posts at either end. Here I arrange 
to meet Erik Liiva. He’s a super-
intendent in the border police or, 
to give him his Estonian title, he’s 
a commissar. Tall, bearded and 
armed, he escorts me down the 
road to where a single red line is 
painted across the road.

“You have now reached the bor-
der,” he tells me. “You are touch-
ing the edge of  the Russian Feder-
ation.”

So how are relations with your 

The border city where Nato and the EU meet Russia.

counterparts on the Russian side 
of  the border since the Ukraine in-
vasion, I ask.

“We don’t have much contact 
with them,” Liiva replies, “but we 
do have a hotline for operational 
reasons. We have enhanced our 
border patrols, we are doing much 
more thorough checks on vehicles 
coming through.”

 
© BBCEstonian police inspect a 

vehicle arriving from Russia
It is through this obscure border 

post, say the Estonian border po-
lice, that thousands of  Ukrainians 
have been streaming - many hav-
ing escaped the horrors of  Mar-
iupol and other war zones. Up to 
300 a day have been crossing into 
Estonia, most of  them moving on 
to other countries or returning to 
Ukraine.

When the invasion began, she 
says, there was a tense silence in the 
city, nobody spoke about it. Only 
47% of  people here are Estonians, 
36% are Russians and the rest are 
classed as “aliens” - stateless per-
sons, mostly Russian-speaking.

Before the invasion, people 
watched Russian programmes on 
TV and crossed over regularly to 
Ivangorod and beyond to St Peters-
burg, which is closer to Narva than 
Tallinn, the Estonian capital.

But now the respective consu-
lates in Narva and St Petersburg 
have closed visas are hard to come 
by - and Estonia has banned Rus-
sian TV programmes as they are 
considered to be largely Kremlin 
propaganda.

Katri Raik, the mayor, has met 

many of  the Ukrainians coming 
through her town.

“They have gone through hell,” 
she says. “It is like the light in their 
eyes has gone out.”

In another part of  town, I visit 
one of  six volunteer aid centres set 
up to help the incoming Ukraini-
ans. It is mostly staffed by young 
Russians and Ukrainians working 
for no pay - like Katya, from Rus-
sia.

“This border is the most con-
venient one in Europe for Ukrain-
ians to cross over from Russia,” 
she tells me. “Some of  them have 
been evacuated from war zones by 
Russian troops, some voluntarily, 
some forcibly. By the time they get 
to the border they are exhausted 

The border city where NATO and 
the EU meet Russia

Fortress in Russia, as seen from the opposite Riverbank in Narva, Estonia.

and traumatised.”
At the Russian border post at 

Ivangorod, the Ukrainians are sub-
jected to lengthy questioning - es-
pecially the men. Security officers 
from Russia’s feared FSB security 
service examine their phones for 
photographs, social media post-
ings and contacts, then strip-search 
the men, looking for tattoos of  na-
tionalist coats of  arms or regimen-
tal affiliations. They even look for 
shoulder bruises - caused by firing 
weapons. The interrogations can 
last for hours and anyone arousing 
suspicion is held for further inves-
tigation.

Yet some of  those who have 
made it to the Estonian side are 
still critical of  the West. At the vol-
unteer centre, two elderly Ukrain-
ian women from a village near 
Kharkiv eventually agree to speak 
to me in Russian as Katya inter-
prets. They tell me they are grate-
ful to the Russian soldiers who 
helped evacuate them to Belgorod 
on the Russian side of  the border.

Who do you blame for this war, 
I ask them.

“It’s like a divorce,” answers 
Viktoria, cradling a small dog on 
her lap. “Because both sides are to 
blame. America is at fault as they 
should not have supplied weapons 
to Ukraine.”

And what if  Ukraine ends up 
being divided into zones ruled by 
Russia on one side and the legiti-
mate government in Kyiv on the 
other? Where would you choose 
to live?

“Zelensky should not be presi-
dent, he is a drug addict,” answers 

Viktoria’s friend, echoing the party 
line put out by the Kremlin.

“We would go to live in the Rus-
sian zone, of  course.”

Outside the centre another vol-
unteer, Dennis, takes me aside to 
explain.

“It’s an age thing,” he says. 
“Even here in Narva a lot of  the 
older people blame Nato and the 
West for this crisis. Younger peo-
ple think differently. Even those 
who call themselves Russians are 
furious with Putin for causing this 
mess.”

Estonia - along with its Baltic 
neighbours Latvia, Lithuania and 
Poland - is seriously worried about 
Russia’s future intentions after the 
Ukraine invasion.

“Europe and Nato are facing a 
completely new reality” says Tuli 
Duneton, political director at Esto-
nia’s defence ministry. “An attack 
[from Russia] can no longer be ex-
cluded.”

To deter any Russian ambitions 
to invade these four Baltic nations, 
Nato has rushed in reinforcements 
to shore up its eastern flank - part 
of  what it calls its “Enhanced For-
ward Presence”.

The UK, which leads Nato’s 
multinational battlegroup in Esto-
nia, has quickly doubled the size of  
its contingent in the country. There 
are now 28 Challenger 2 main bat-
tle tanks, 95 Warrior armoured ve-
hicles and 12 AS90 artillery pieces.

Not enough to stop a concerted 
invasion by Moscow, but enough 
of  a deterrent to act as a “tripwire” 
that would trigger the full force of  
Nato should Russia ever decide to 
cross the border. 

It’s an age thing.
 Even here in Narva

 a lot of the older
 people blame Nato 

and the West for this
 crisis. Younger 

people think 
differently. Even 
those who call 

themselves Russians 
are furious with 

Putin for causing this 
mess. Estonia - along
 with its Baltic neigh-

bours Latvia, Lithuania
 and Poland - is seriously
 worried about Russia’s 
future intentions after 
the Ukraine invasion

“
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ivers State Governor, Nyesom Wike; and his predecessor, Rotimi Amaechi, on Friday exchanged words over a Supreme Court judgment ordering RAmaechi to surrender himself for probe over alleged N96bn fraud claimed to have been perpetrated while he was Governor of Rivers State between 2007 
and 2015. The apex court ruled on an appeal by Amaechi challenging his invitation by a commission of enquiry set up by his successor and incumbent 

Rivers State, Governor Nyesom Wike. The Commission of Inquiry is to look into the lawfulness or otherwise of the alleged sale of Rivers State's valuable assets, 
such as Omoku Gas Turbine, Afam Gas Turbine, Trans Amadi Gas Turbine, Eleme Gas Turbine, Olympia Hotel and the award of contract for the execution of 
the Mono Rail project. Amaechi's bid to stop the probe at the Rivers State High Court and the Court of Appeal had earlier failed, as the two lower courts 
dismissed his suit and ordered him to surrender himself to the Justice George Omekeji's panel. He was ordered to surrender himself to the panel and give account 
of how N96bn was allegedly withdrawn from the Rivers State treasury under his watch and how the money was spent. Displeased with the verdict of the Court of 
Appeal, Amaechi had approached the Supreme Court seeking to quash the probe. But Justice Adamu Jauro, who read the lead judgment of the Supreme Court on 
Friday, declared that Amaechi's appeal lacked merit and substance and thus dismissed it. The apex court also slammed the N1m fine against Amaechi. With the 
final decision of the apex court, Amaechi is expected to surrender himself to the Commission of Inquiry for probe. In a statement on Friday, Amaechi said the 
pronouncement further vindicated his stance that the investigation by the commission ought not to be portrayed as personal to him because he was not on trial. 
His position was contained in a statement by his Media Office. Also, the leadership of the APC in Rivers State dismissed insinuations that Friday's judgment of 
the Supreme Court may have dampened the presidential ambition of Amaechi. Governor Wike, during a media parley attended by Rivers Elders in Abuja on 
Friday, said the Supreme Court judgment that dismissed Amaechi's appeal to frustrate investigation into activities of his administration, had vindicated the 
Rivers State This was contained in a statement issued by Wike's Special Assistant on Media, Kelvin Ebiri.

igeria's apex court today ruled on the Appeal filed by Rotimi Amaechi against the 

NRivers State Government on the Justice Omereji Judicial Commission of  Inquiry. 

“The Supreme Court in dismissing the appeal however pronounced that the function 

of  the Judicial Commission of  Inquiry was mere investigative, that nobody, neither Amaechi 

nor anyone else, was on trial before the panel. “The Supreme Court ruling clearly vindicates the 

former Governor of  Rivers State. The apex court was categorical and clear that Amaechi was 

not on trial. The implication of  this is that any indictment from the commission is null and void 

and cannot stand.” “It has been further settled that the decisions or recommendations of  the 

Commission of  Inquiry and subsequent White Paper issued by the State Government is not a 

conviction or indictment and cannot stand.” “What the Supreme Court has said is that judicial 

panels of  inquiry do not have the powers of  the court to indict anyone; that they (judicial 

panels) are a mere fact-finding panel; that he (Amaechi) or anybody else ought not to be afraid 

to submit themselves to it. “It was on that basis that the court ruled that he (Amaechi) caused 

inconvenience by not subjecting himself  to the panel. So, the court said he should pay N1m for 

inconvenience to the state and to go ahead and submit himself. “That means you will have to go 

the extra mile to the court to get an indictment. And so, there was no need for the former 

minister or anybody to fear that they might be indicted by a judicial panel of  inquiry. Those are 

the words of  the court. The propaganda people are carrying is not true.

f  you see that report, as a Rivers man, you'll cry.”  The judicial panel was Imandated to investigate the sale of  the 150 MegaWatts gas turbine in 
Omoku, Afam 360 MW Gas Turbine, Trans-Amadi 136 MW Gas Turbine 

and the 75 MW Gas turbine in Eleme; Monorail Project; the sale of  Olympia 
hotel; and non-execution of  the contract for the construction of  Justice Karibi-
Whyte hospital after the Amaechi administration paid $39.2m to the contractor. 
When I assumed office in 2015, I set up a judicial panel of  inquiry to investigate 
the activities of  the former Rivers State governor, Rotimi Amaechi. The judicial 
panel at the end of  its investigation submitted its report and recommendations to 
the state and this necessitated the state to come up with a white paper.  Now the 
leaders of  the state would decide what next step to take against Amaechi. “It's not 
for only me. Yes, I'm a Governor, but I can't do it alone. If  the leaders of  the state 
say, yes we must prosecute them, I have no choice; but if  the leaders say 
otherwise, I have no choice.” One of  the allegations against Amaechi was the 
alleged diversion of  $50 million from Rivers State Government through Access 
Bank to Sahara Energy. “Where is the agreement to show we borrowed money 
from them? Nothing. The apex court judgment was a victory for the people of  
Rivers State. I charge those saddled with the responsible to superintend over 
public funds to always bear in mind that the funds belong to the people. Those 
whose fate will also be decided during the meeting, will include, Mr. Tonye Cole, 
Sahara Energy Ltd, and a former Rivers State Commissioner for Transport, 
George Tolofari.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire

Alleged N96bn fraud: Amaechi, Wike
disagree over Supreme Court judgment

The Supreme Court judgment
explains that I am not on trial
– Amaechi

If you see that report, as a Rivers
man, you'll cry – Wike

AmaechiAmaechiAmaechi WikeWikeWike
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anchester United Ma n n o u n c e d 
Sunday that Ralf  

Rangn ick  has  dec ided 
a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  u p  a 
consultancy role with the 
English football giants due 
to the demands of  his new 
job as Austria manager. 

T h e  G e r m a n  t o o k 
charge of  United on a 
caretaker basis for the last six 
months of  the recently 
concluded 2021/22 season 
after Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
was sacked in November. 

Rangnick led the club to 
a  s ix th-p lace  f in ish  in 
England's top-flight with 58 
points, their lowest total in 
the Premier League era, as 
they just did enough to 
qualify for the second-tier 
Europa League.  

The 63-year-old had 
been expected to stay at Old 
Trafford for the next two 
years in a consultancy post, 
but last  month he was 
a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  n ew 

ewcastle United 

Nh a v e  b e c o m e 
prepared to pay 

the €100m (£85m) asking 
price for Benfica striker 
Darwin Nunez, according 
to Rodrigo Romano.

I t  has  been widely 
reported that the 22-year-
old is expected to leave the 
Po r t u g u e s e  s i d e  t h i s 
summer, after scoring 32 
goals and registering four 
assists in 38 appearances 
during an excellent 2021-22 
campaign.

The likes of  Manchester 
United, Liverpool and Real 
Madrid have been heavily 
linked with an interest in 
a c q u i r i n g  N u n e z ' s 
signature, with it even 
reported in recent days that 
his future hinged on the 
outcome of  the Champions 
League  f ina l  be tween 

sisat  Oshoala 

Aa n d  h e r 
B a r c e l o n a 

teammates won their 
third domestic title this 
season after claiming the 
Copa de La Reina on 
Sunday afternoon.

T h e  B l a u g u r a n a 
thrashed Sporting de 
Huelva 6-1 in the final at 
t h e  E s t a d i o  S a n t o 
Domingo, Alcorcon.

It's the second time in 
history that any team 
would claim the domestic 
treble in the Spanish top-
flight.

Oshoala was benched 
for the entire duration of  
the game.

Barcelona had earlier 
won the Spanish Iberdola 
title and Queens Cup this 
season.

Jonathan Giraldez's 
side however lost 3-1 to 
Olympic Lyon in the final 
of  the UEFA Women's 
Champions League.

Oshoala, has been 
hampered by injuries this 
season was top scorer in 
the league with 20 goals 
from 19 appearances.

Liverpool and Real on 
Saturday.

However, Uruguayan 
journalist Romano suggests 
that Newcastle are in the 
race for Nunez, and that 
they are prepared to pay 
Benfica 's  pr ice tag of  

€100m (£85m) as things 
stand.

Romano tweeted on 
Friday: “D. Nunez. Hours 
that can bring news for your 
transfer. The striker has 
many options to reach the 
Premier. Newcastle, under 

Arab control, is willing to 
pay what Benfica wants. 
There is talk of  an amount 
close to 100 million euros.

“Newcastle today is the 
one best positioned to take 
it. The crown prince of  
Arabia, Bin Salman bets 
ve r y  s t r o n g l y  t o  p u t 
together a team that will 
fight for the title. The 
obstacle? They will not 
h a v e  C h a m p i o n s  i n 
2022/23. All this is defined 
b y  J o r g e  M e n d e s , 
representative of  Núñez.”

Newcastle look set for a 

busy summer t ransfer 

window, ahead of  their first 

full campaign under their 

new Saudi-backed owners, 

w h o  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r 

takeover of  the club late in 

2021

manager of  Austria and it 
appears holding the two jobs 
at once is no longer a viable 
option.

“We would like to thank 
Ralf  Rangnick for his efforts 
as interim manager over the 
past six months,” said a 
United statement. 

“By mutual agreement, 
Ralf  will now focus solely on 
his new role as manager of  
the Austria national team 
and will not therefore be 

i n a l l y,  R o m a n FAbramovich Era as 
the Chelsea owner 

has come to an end!
According to latest 

r e p o r t s ,  R o m a n 
Abramovich has released a 
statement reflecting on his 

19 -year  ownersh ip  o f  
Chelsea, stating it's been an 
'honour of  a lifetime' being 
part of  the club.

Chelsea will be sold to 
the Todd Boehly/Clearlake 
Capital consortium in a 
takeover  wor th  £4 .25 
billion after Abramovich 
was forced to put the club 
up for sale on March 2 due 
to sanctions placed on him 
as a result of  alleged links to 
Vladimir Putin following 
R u s s i a ' s  i nva s i o n  o f  
Ukraine.

19 years on, 21 trophies 
have been won with the 
M e n ' s  s i d e ,  a n d  h i s 
successful tenure comes to 
an end as he passes the keys 
over.

The sale is expected to 
go through next week 
ahead of  their expiring 
operating licence date, and 
Abramov ich  has  now 
penned a farewell message, 
which includes wishing the 
incoming owners' the best 
o f  l u c k  a s  t h e y  t a k e 
stewardship of  the Blues.

In a statement released 
on the official club website, 
it read: “It has been nearly 
t h r e e  m o n t h s  s i n c e  I 
announced my intention to 
sell Chelsea FC. During 
this time, the team have 
worked hard to find the 
right custodian for Chelsea 
FC that would be best 
positioned to successfully 

lead the Club into its next 
chapter.

The ownership of  this 
Club comes with great 
responsibility. Since I came 
to Chelsea nearly twenty 
years ago, I have witnessed 
first-hand what this Club 
can achieve. My goal has 
been to ensure that the next 
owner has a mindset that 
will enable success for the 
Men's and Women's team, 
as well as the will and drive 
to continue developing 
other key aspects of  the 
Club, such as the Academy 
and the vital  work of  
Chelsea Foundation.

“I  am pleased this 
search has now come to a 
successful conclusion. As I 
hand over Chelsea to its 
new custodians, I would 
like to wish them the best of  
success, both on and off  the 
pitch.

“It has been an honour 
of  a lifetime to be a part of  
this Club – I would like to 
thank all the Club's past and 
current players, staff, and of  
course  fans  fo r  these 
incredible years.

“I am proud that as a 
result of  our joint successes, 
millions of  people will now 
bene f i t  f rom the  new 
char i tab le  foundat ion 
which is being established. 
This is the legacy which we 
have created together.

“Thank you. Roman.”

taking up a consultancy role 
at Old Trafford.

 “We would like to wish 
Ralf  the best of  luck in this 
next chapter of  his career.” 

Only nine days ago, 
Rangnick told the media he 
had been in contact with 
new United manager maybe 
of  help”. 

B u t  Te n  H a g  s a i d 
Rangnick's consultancy post 
“is on the club”. 

United lost in the fourth 

round of  the FA Cup to 
Middlesbrough and were 
k n o c k e d  o u t  o f  t h e 
Champions League in the 
last 16 by Atletico Madrid. 

Under Rangnick, they 

also failed to qualify for next 

season's edition of  the 

C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e , 

European football's premier 

club competition. 

Monday 30 - Tuesday 31 May, 2022  

Rangnick cancels Man United consultancy contract

Abramovich pens final farewell
message to Chelsea fans as Boehly
set to takeover

Newcastle ready to pay £85m for Darwin Nunez

Oshoala wins treble with Barcelona ladies

AbramovichAbramovichAbramovich

NunezNunezNunez

RangnickRangnickRangnick

OshoalaOshoalaOshoala
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uper Eagles head 

Scoach, Jose Peseiro 
has said he liked the 

response of  his players in 
the second half  following 
their 2-1 defeat to Mexico 
in an international friendly 
in the US on Saturday.

The Super Eagles lost 
2-1 to Mexico at the iconic 
AT&T Stadium.

El Tri took the lead 
t h r o u g h  S a n t i a g o 
Gimenez  in  the  13th 
m i n u t e  b e f o r e  C y r i l 
Dessers headed in the 

a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  b o s s, 
Erik ten Hag, is 

considering a return to 
Ajax for a new midfield 
addition.

While Ten Hag is keen 
on Barcelona midfielder 
Frenk ie  de  Jong,  the 

apoli are prepared to 

Nsell Victor Osimhen 
this summer only if  

h i s  v a l u a t i o n  i s  m e t , 
according to reports. 

The Nigerian has been 
linked with several top clubs 
following his outstanding 
p e r f o r m a n c e  f o r  t h e 
Partenopei this season where 
he scored 18 goals with six 
assists in 32 competitive 
games. 

Liver pool,  Arsenal , 
Manchester United and 

Newcastle United are some 
of  the Premier League clubs 
linked with the 23-year-old 
Nigerian. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a 
Gazzetta Dello Sport, the 
Partenopei will be open to 
o f f e r s  f o r  t h e  N i g e r i a 
international but not for less 
than €110m.

T h e  r e p o r t  f u r t h e r 
revealed that the former Lille 
striker is increasingly likely to 
remain at Napoli, as nobody 
is prepared to meet the €110m 
asking price, while the club 
d e n i e s  a s k i n g  K a l i d o u 
Koulibaly to halve his salary. 

The report also denied 
that Napoli is in negotiations 
for the former Lille striker.

“As of  today (Saturday), 
I  a m  n o t  awa r e  o f  a n 
advanced negotiation for 
Victor Osimhen to Arsenal, 
“Transfer Market expert 
Fabrizio Romano revealed. 

“So far  there  is  no 
proposal on the table, sources 
close to the club guarantee.” 

Since Osimhen moved 
across to Italy, he's recorded a 
sensational 27 goals and nine 
assists in 60 appearances for 
Luciano Spalletti's side. 

Athletic says an alternative 
could emerge at Ajax this 
summer.

Ten Hag is a big fan of  
Mexico  in te r na t iona l 
Edson Alvarez and he 
believes the midfielder can 
handle the demands of  the 
Premier League.

With Barca demanding 
€80m to sell De Boer, 
United could be forced to 
seek an alternative and 
E d s o n  i s  u n d e r 
consideration.

Declan Rice (West 
Ham United) and Kalvin 
Philips (Leeds United) are 
logical options, but they are 
potentially too expensive 
with United planning to 
strengthen several positions 
this summer.

arcus Rashford Ma n d  J a d o n 
Sancho may have 

been overlooked for next 
month's Nations League 
f i x t u r e s,  b u t  E n g l a n d 
manager Gareth Southgate 
says the Manchester United 
duo can still make the World 
Cup squad if  they can get 
firing for their club.

Both forwards have 
been out of  favour since 
England's defeat by Italy in 
t h e  E u r o p e a n 
Championship final last 
year. They were left out once 
against when Southgate 
n a m e d  h i s  s q u a d  o n 
Tuesday for games against 

H u n g a r y ,  I t a l y  a n d 
Germany.

Southgate, however, 
said they still had enough 
matches remaining at club 
level to show their quality 
and change his mind before 
the showpiece event in 
Qatar that kicks off  in 
November.

“I think there's enough 
of  a block of  games at the 
beginning of  next season 
that people can still play 
their  way in,” he told 
reporters. “But they've got 

to start playing well with 
their club. Neither of  them 
have really played at the end 
of  the season.”

Rashford and Sancho 
both struggled for form and 
consistency under interim 
boss Ralf  Rangnick last 
season as United finished 
sixth in the Premier League 
a n d  m i s s e d  o u t  o n  a 
Champions League spot.

“ E n g l a n d  i s  a 
consequence of  what you're 
doing at your club and 
you've got to get your club 
bit right,” added Southgate.

“At the moment there's 
obviously room for those 

two compared to others in 
those positions that we've 
picked that their level hasn't 
been at the level of  the 
others.”

Southgate handed a 
maiden call-up to West Ham 
Uni t ed  winge r  Ja r rod 
B o w e n  f o r  t h e  J u n e 
internationals and included 
striker Tammy Abraham, 
who netted 17 times for AS 
Roma in Serie A.

England open their 
L e a g u e  A  G r o u p  3 
campaign against Hungary 
on Saturday in Budapest.

equalizer for Nigeria.
However, the Super 

Eagles conceded an own 
goal in the 56th minute, as 
Wil l iam Troost-Ekong 
swept into his own net.

Speaking a f ter  the 
game, Peseiro said at his 
p o s t - m a t c h  p r e s s 
conference: “In the first 
half, Mexico was much 
better than us. In the second 
half, I think we had more 
balance. We had better 
control of  the ball. Our 
team cannot stay in the 

game every time but we had 
much control of  the ball.

“In the second half  it 
was much better. We lost 
and I think Mexico had 
more opportunities. It was a 
loss but I am happy with the 
performance of  my players. 
They showed character 
because after what Mexico 
did to us in the first half, we 
improved much in the 
second half.”

Peseiro's men will next 
face Ecuador in their next 
international friendly game.

Monday 30 - Tuesday 31 May, 2022  

Peseiro loses first match as Super Eagles’ head coach

Man Utd boss, Ten Hag considering
Ajax midfielder, Edson Alvarez

Rashford and Sancho can still make World Cup
cut, says Southgate

Napoli raise Osimhen's valuation
to €110m

Peseiro

Southgate, Sancho, RashfordSouthgate, Sancho, RashfordSouthgate, Sancho, Rashford

Ten HagTen HagTen Hag
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oday's China offers us Ta useful counterfactual 
to this storyline. The 

wo r l d ' s  s e c o n d  b i g ge s t 
economy is headed down the 
collectivist road once again, 
under the new slogan of  a 
“common prosperity”. The 
mantra may be contemporary, 
but the outcomes are the same 
old ones: A crackdown on 
technology, education, and 
entertainment firms was the 
departure point.

In an online conversation 
last week, a friend described 
the nub of  our discussion most 
pithily. “Leftist ideas kill more 
people every day than all the 
world's armies do in 10 years”, 
he posted in response to an 
earlier comment of  mine. It 
was immediately clear that he 
exaggerated a teeny-weeny 
bit. But I was left in no doubt 
t h a t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t 
“Government knows best” is a 
most pernicious one, because 
of  the well-meaning cloaks it 
wears. The idea has many 
i n n o c u o u s  s o u n d i n g 
d e s c r i p t i o n s :  s t a t i s m , 
dirigisme, etc.  Although 
extreme examples of  it involve 
t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b u s i n e s s e s 
supposedly in the interest of  
the people, far more common 
is the imposition by the state 
of  burdensome arrangements 
on the private sector, which in 
turn help transfer resources to 
the exchequer.

“Big government” is often 
advertised as an economic 
response. Almost invariably, 
though, it ends up as a barely 
disguised reach for more 
power by bureaucrats and 
their political masters. It is in 
this sense, as effective, in the 
economic case in removing 
p o p u l a r  a l t e r n a t ive s  t o 
incumbent governments, as is 
t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g 
emasculation of  the press in 
the public space. The tools 
wi th  which  the  goal  o f  
economic disempowerment is 

realised hardly differ too. They 
are often anchored on total 
disregard for the rules of  
economics. Or rather, are 
bruited about as a replacement 
of  “bourgeois economics” with 
a “people's” variant. Flushed 
down the water closet in this 
reckoning is the relationship 
between the demand for and 
supply of  goods and services, 
and the prices of  the latter.

This  fo l lows  f rom the 
thinking that the state (at this 
point, already all-knowing) is 
better positioned to produce all 
goods and services, as it rests on 
the conviction that the state, 
again, knows best what the 
people should consume (or 
e schew) .  In  the  end,  the 
argument is simple. Take North 
Korea, for instance. Cut off  
from the anarchic boom and 
b u s t  e c o n o m i c  c yc l e s  o f  
capitalism, a regulated economy 
i s  be t ter  ab le  to  a l locate 
resources, or so the argument 
goes. Besides, is not all property 
theft? And are the fluctuations 
of  prices under capitalism 
nothing but a thin mask put up 
by a rapacious elite over the 
depredatory activities of  Soviet-
type “Kulaks”?

I t  m a t t e r s  e v e n  l e s s , 
therefore, that a state that has 
e m a s c u l a t e d  d o m e s t i c 
competences with such policies 

then struggles to finance itself. 
What is the whole point of  the 
original insurrection against 
bourgeois economics if  it is not 
to overthrow the strictures with 
which it continues to hold 
humanity down?

It doesn't matter that this 
arrangement denies choice to 
certain groups in society � if  not 
to all groups. To the extent that 
the state represents the people 
( i r r e s p e c t ive  o f  h ow  t h e 
instruments of  representation 
are transmitted), majoritarian 
rule may exclude a minority 
whose conduct could hurt the 
people. In this context, the point 
about the state monopolising the 
ability to authoritatively allocate 
values is that the state reserves to 
itself  the ability to rein in the 
resulting process. It matters even 
less, therefore, that a state that 
has emasculated domestic 
competences with such policies 
then struggles to finance itself. 
What is the whole point of  the 
original insurrection against 
bourgeois economics if  it is not 
to overthrow the strictures with 
which it continues to hold 
humanity down?

So the left-leaning state at 
some point begins printing 
money to pursue its pet projects. 
I f  you remember  that  an 
increase in demand, with supply 
remaining the same, drives 

p r i c e s  u p  o n l y  w h e n 
representatives of  the people are 
not in government, then you will 
understand that the notion of  
inflation as the result of  too 
much money chasing after 
relatively few goods or services 
is but another malign bourgeois 
construct. And so, through time, 
s u c c e s s i v e  a t t e m p t s  t o 
collectivise the state, under the 
benign instructions of  an 
authoritarian ruler, bite the dust.

Today's China offers us a 
useful counterfactual to this 
storyline. The world's second 
biggest economy is headed 
down the collectivist road once 
again, under the new slogan of  a 
“common prosperity”. The 
mantra may be contemporary, 
but the outcomes are the same 
old ones: A crackdown on 
technology, education, and 
entertainment firms was the 
departure point. Comrade Xi 
Jinping did argue earlier this 
year at the World Economic 
Forum's (WEF) annual meeting 
that “The common prosperity” 
that China desires “is not 
e g a l i t a r i a n i s m ” .  H i s 
government's plan is to “first 
make the pie bigger and then 
divide it properly through 
r e a s o n a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
arrangements. As a rising tide 
lifts all boats, everyone will get a 
fair share from development, 

and development gains will 
benefit all our people in a more 
substantial and equitable way”.

I r o n i c  t h e n  t h a t 
authoritarian China remains the 
most recent example of  what 
needs be done if  an economy is 
minded to significantly reduce 
the ranks of  its poor.

Whatever its merits, the 
most visible result yet of  the 
search for common prosperity in 
China are two-fold. First, 
previously larger-than-l i fe 
private sector leaders have been 
pruned to size � no longer 
visible as China heads towards 
the Chinese Communist Party's 
(CCP) 20th National Party 
Congress in October. At that 
event, it is expected that Mr Xi 
w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  p a r t y ' s 
affirmation for a third term, 
unprecedented in recent history. 
Second, a de-risking on China 
has driven large outflows out of  
its stock markets (and the 
economy) all through this year. 
In other words, a self-declared 
socialist state continues to 
strengthen its  leverage of  
authority at the expense of  the 
economy.

Capitalism and its cycles do 
leave people behind. But this is 
not the crisis that authoritarian 
governments see and from there 
proceed to jump on the train that 
sees capitalist democracy in 
d e c l i n e.  I t  i s  i n s t e a d  a n 
opportunity for new reform 
initiatives. How to strengthen 
market responses by addressing 
the concentrations in sectors of  
the economy that the ICT 
revolut ion seems to  have 
supported. And how best to 
construct safety nets anew, 
especially where (as in the U.S.), 
current provisions are patchy, or 
mend the holes in existing ones.

I r o n i c  t h e n  t h a t 
authoritarian China remains the 
most recent example of  what 
needs be done if  an economy is 
minded to significantly reduce 
the ranks of  its poor.

Uddin Ifeanyi, journalist 
manqué and retired civil servant, 
can be reached @IfeanyiUddin.
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Capitalism and its cycles do leave people behind. But 
this is not the crisis that authoritarian governments see 
and from there proceed to jump on the train that sees 

capitalist democracy in decline. It is instead an 
opportunity for new reform initiatives. How to 
strengthen market responses by addressing the 

concentrations in sectors of  the economy that the ICT 
revolution seems to have supported. And how best to 
construct safety nets anew, especially where (as in the 

U.S.), current provisions are patchy, or mend the holes in 
existing ones.
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