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3 dead as tanker explodes in Anambra 
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News

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
t least three persons 
were on Tuesday 
burnt beyond rec-

ognition as a fully loaded 
tanker lost control and ex-
ploded at the popular Odu-
modu Junction, Umunya, 
Oyi Local Government 
Area.

The tanker a source said 
was loaded with diesel, 
and fell inside gutter, af-
ter the driver lost control. 
The source said the tanker 
immediately went up in 
flames after falling into the 
gutter.

 “The diesel flowing out 
of  the truck flowed through 
the gutter, generating flames 

and burning everything on 
its way.

Confirming the report, 
AG Sector Public Educa-
tion Officer FRSC, Anam-
bra Command, C Margaret 
B Onabe said “Unidentified 
driver of  a Mack tanker 
with no registration number 
which was laden with PMS 
and an Urban shuttle Bus 
with no registration number 
was involved in a Fatal road 
traffic crash today 24th May, 
2022 at about 10:00hrs”.

According to eyewitness 
report, the tanker driver 
was on speed, lost control, 
and rammed into the shut-
tle from behind, exploded, 
crashed and the both vehi-
cles caught fire.

 “Two male adults, were 

Jerry Alagbaoso, Willie Amadi
describe Nzeribe as political colossus
By Ikenna Orioha

A
s the former Sena-
tor who represent-
ed Orlu Senatorial 

District in the House of  
Senate, Ogbuagu Francis 
Arthur Nzeribe, was laid to 
rest at his Haven of  Peace 
residence, Oguta, last week, 
Member representing Orlu/
Orsu/Oru East Federal 
Constituency in the House 
of  Representatives, Rt. 
Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso and 
the Technical Adviser to the 
Governor of  Imo State on 

Environment/Sanitation,
Barr. Willie Amadi, have 

described him as a political 
colossus who contributed 
immensely to the growth 
of  Imo State and Nigeria in 
general.

The duo who separate-
ly spoke with journalists 
at Nzeribe’s funeral, men-
tioned that the late political 
giant and business mogul 
was a great leader and pol-
itician who never played the 
second fiddle nor bothered 
about criticisms on his per-
sonality by his political op-

ponents or allies.
For Hon. Jerry Alagba-

oso, “Nzeribe was a great 
politician whose legacies 
ought to be emulated. We 
have to honor him because 
he was not only a leader in 
Imo State, but Nigeria at 
large. He was truly a na-
tion builder who contribut-
ed enough for Nigeria. He 
was a utility player as far 
as politics of  this nation is 
concerned. He taught a lot 
of  us how a graduate- an ed-
ucated man- can participate 
in politics. He was a pioneer 
and we will always follow 

suit. We missed him”.
With Barr. Willie Amadi 

adding that the maverick 
politician and socialite “was 
a Lion who lived in his own 
world who redefined life-
style, business, politics, mar-

riage, myth and personality. 
Nzeribe- as fearless, influen-
tial and rich as he was- em-
ployed money as a slave and 
used money to have the best 
lifestyle- a man who was se-
riously misunderstood by so 

many people- but he never 
bothered about it- his eye 
was on the ball at all time”. 

While urging politicians 
and business merchants 
across board to always em-
ulate Nzeribe by offering 
selfless service to humanity 
irrespective of  social sta-
tus, economic background, 
educational qualification, 
religious belief  and racial 
origin, Alagbaoso and Am-
adi prayed for his peaceful 
repose to the bosom of  the 
Almighty God.

killed.(one burnt beyond 
recognition). Three male 
adults were rescued unhurt. 
As at the time of  filling this 
report, the fire service have 
been able to put off  the fire, 
Police personnel from Oyi 
Division Nteje were invited 
and the dead victims were 
handed over to them by 
FRSC team from RS5.33 
Nteje Unit Command.

The Sector Commander 
Anambra State Corps Com-
mander Adeoye Irelewuyi 
Commiserate with the fam-
ilies of  the dead victims and 
sends his prayers to the vic-
tims repose souls. While he 
warned motorist to avoid 
Speeding and ensure they 
keep to the recommended 
speed limit.

We’re being intimidated by Abia govt 
over our 12 months Salaries - HMB  

Get your PVCs, Ohaneze charges 
Igbos in Rivers
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

T
he Ohaneze Ndigbo 
in Rivers State has 
called on its members 

to ensure they register for 
their permanent voter cards 
so as to actively participate 
in the 2023 general elections.

Youth leader of  the Ohan-
eze Ndigbo, Rivers State 
Chapter, Mazi Prince Gift 
Amadi gave the advice while 
speaking with News echo on 
the experience of  the Igbos 
in the state.

Mazi Prince Gift Ama-
di described the Ohaneze 
Ndigbo as a non political 
Organization that is inter-
ested in the welfare of  its 
members.

The youth leader ex-
plained that the Igbos will 
support any Governorship 
candidate from any political 
party that will not discrimi-
nate against the Igbos.

He said Igbos in Rivers 
State will only support any 
aspirant that will protect the 
rights and businesses of  the 
Igbos in Rivers State.

S
taff  of  the Hospital 
Management Board 
today carried out yet 

another peaceful protest to 
drive home their message for 
the Abia state government to 
offset the 12 months arrears 
of  unpaid salaries acruable 
to them.

Recall that staff  of  the 
board have over the past 
months staged protests to 
make Government wake up 
to its responsibilities of  pay-
ing them but to no avail.

Today’s protest saw the 
gate to the offices locked 
even as civil servants of  the 
board were locked out of  
their various offices.

Some of  the placards read: 
Our children are out of  
school because of  no salary; 
Save our soul, HMB staff  
are dying; Govt of  Abia 
State pay us our 12 months 
salaries; Workers of  HMB 
Abia State are dying, No sal-
ary”, among others. The sad 
workers blocked a section 
of  the Aba road, Umuahia 
even as motorists and other 
road users were forced to re-
sort to one way traffic just as 
gridlocks were experienced 
intermittently.

They sang songs asking 

Soludo meets with APGA aspirants,
advocates for credible, transparent primaries 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe’
Awka

P
rof  Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo, Anambra State 
Governor on Sunday, 

May 22, met with the po-
litical aspirants of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA). 

Addressing the aspirants, 
at the Governor’s Lodge, 
Amawbia, Governor Soludo 
expressed his gratitude for 
their support during his guber-
natorial campaign.

The Governor congratu-
lated them for successfully 
participating in and passing 
through the screening exercise 
of  the party.

While stating that APGA 
as political party remain one 
big family, Governor Soludo 
expressed optimism that the 
party will win convincingly 
at the forthcoming elections; 
both at the State House of  As-

sembly, House of  Representa-
tives and the Senate elections 
respectively.

He reiterated that his aim 
is to help build APGA as a 
strong political party, founded 
on the strong philosophy of  
true federalism and devolu-
tion of  power and pointed out 
that those who used APGA 
as a mercenary platform to 
get into office would have to 
be patient when they return 
back to the party until it gets 
to their turn.

He further stressed on the 
need to build a political party 
of  ‘believers” anchored on the 
concept of  ‘fidelity’ into the 
party and thanked them for 
volunteering to serve the good 
people of  Anambra State, 
while wishing them well.

He however, lamented the 
loss of  the member represent-
ing Aguata Constituency II at 
the State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Okechukwu Okoye, 

who was gruesomely mur-
dered alongside his aide, Cyril 
Chiegboka by some criminal 
elements. He assured that the 
perpetrators of  the dastardly 
act will be arrested and made 
to face the full wrath of  the 
law.

Professor Soludo empha-
sized that the security chal-
lenges confronting the State 
are being perpetrated by crim-
inals who have now engaged 
in kidnapping, killing and 
other manner of  criminalities 
as a lucrative enterprise, a far 
departure from any form of  
political agitations.

The Governor stressed 
that the battle line has been 
drawn, adding that no place 
in Anambra State will be safe 
for criminals to operate as the 
government is putting strin-
gent measures in place with 
security agencies to tackle the 
situation headlong and restore 
peace and order to the state.

when they see a saviour re-
garding their unpaid salaries

The Area Commander, 
Umuahia, Odion Ekeinde 
drove in with three Hilux 
Patrol vans with close to a 
dozen policemen and asked 
them to leave the road and 
as well remove the road 
block. He argued that hood-
lums are likely to hihack the 
protest just as he insisted 
that the Aba road is a feder-
al road which ought not to 
blocked

And for twenty minutes, 

Abia government, teachers disagree 
over unpaid wages, planned protest
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State govern-
ment says it has un-
covered plans by some 

people to stage a protest in 
the State in demand of  pay-
ment of  teachers’ salaries.

This followed a 14-day ulti-
mately given to the State gov-
ernment by the State wing of  
NUT to address the plight 
of  its members or risk total 
strike action.

It alleged that the said per-
sons were masquerading as 
members of  Nigeria Union 
of  Teachers (NUT) Abia 
State wing whose planned 
protest would threaten the 

peace of  the State if  allowed 
to hold.

In a statement signed by 
Barr Chris Ezem, Secretary 
to Abia State government, 
Abia government said it 
paid 8 months allocation of  
teachers’ salaries arrears in 
November 2021 and is again 
planning to make another 
bulk payment of  salaries to 
the teachers.

It stated further that the 
planned payment would take 
place within 14 days from the 
day it held a meeting with the 
NUT in the State which is yet 
to expire.

The statement warned, 
“In view of  the above and 
following the dissociation of  
the NUT from any intend-
ed protest, the government 
warns that it will deal deci-
sively with anybody or group 
that engages in any form of  
protest aimed at disturbing 
the peace in the State.”

 “All security agencies have 
been put on alert to arrest, 
detain and prosecute all in-
volved.”

But a release by Secretary 
of  State NUT, Mrs Nnenna 
Okonkwo listed the teach-
ers’ grouse to include 14 
months of  arrears of  second-
ary school teachers’ salaries, 
nonpayment of  27.5% of  
primary school teachers in 
many years, non-payment of  
promotion allowance to pri-
mary  teachers over the years.

The NUT also demanded 
that primary be paid full sal-
aries, payment of  11 months 
arrears of  18,000 minimum 
wage to secondary school 
teachers, full payment of  
April to December 2021 sala-
ries since agreement reached 
between teachers and the 
State government had alleg-
edly been breached.

They went on to com-
plained against non-payment 
of  12 years leave allowances 
to secondary school teachers’ 
salaries among others.

The teachers vowed to pro-
ceed on the planned strike 
if  the the issues they raised 
were not addressed by the 
Abia government.
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he argued with the protest-
ers before he hounded then 
into removing the blockade

Comrade Chidinma 
Nwokoma of  the Medical 
Health Workers said the 
police came to intimidate 
them but insisted they were 
not protesting violently. She 
confirmed that the Hospital 
Management Board work-
ers are owed 12 months 
salaries even as she admit-
ted that they are passing 
through hell.
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Don’t expect bribe from me
- Ohuabunwa tells PDP delegates
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

P
residential aspirant 
under the platform 
of  the Peoples Dem-

ocratic Party (PDP), Mazi 
Sam Ohuabunwa has told 
the party’s delegates to vote 
for him based on his mani-
festo, not because of  pecuni-
ary gains.

Ohuabunwa maintained 
that he would not offer any 
bribe to any delegate to vote 
for him, as may be applied 
by some Presidential aspir-
ants.

Ohuabunwa, who spoke 
to journalists in Umuahia, 
Abia state, said he joined 
the presidential race to offer 
a selfless service to the Nige-
ria.

He acknowledged that 

though money is important 
in executing logistics before 
and during the primaries, 
it should not be prioritized 
above the competence of  a 
presidential material.

He frowned at the alleged 
plans by some aspirants 
to bribe party delegates 
with money, stressing that 
the best candidate would 
not emerge through mon-
ey-bagged process.

“I will not bribe anybody 
in this country. I will preach 
my message and let you and 
conscience to decide on 
what to do. “Because I’m 
not coming to seek anything 
for myself, I’m coming to 
sacrifice myself, my com-
fort, my resources for the 
good of  my country. So I 
don’t need to bribe people to 
do that sacrifice expect I’m 

Gov. Uzodimma (right) with  Senate President, Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan and  2023 presidential aspirant (middle) with 
Senator Orji Uzor Kanu (Left) at the Imo APC Party Secretariat, Owerri on Tuesday.

FCCPC to partner Anambra 
NULGE on grassroots
sensitization
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he Federal Com-
petition and Con-
sumer Protection 
Commission (FC-

CPC) says it would partner 
the Nigerian Union of  Lo-
cal Government Employ-
ees (NULGE), Anambra 
State Council, for sensiti-
zation on consumer pro-
tection and other functions 
of  FCCPC in the State. 

The FCCPC zonal coor-
dinator, Mr. Nwafor An-
thony Izunna in a solidar-
ity meeting with Anambra 
State NULGE President, 
Comrade Chikwelu Adig-
we in his Awka office, on 
Monday, stated that the 
collaboration would help 
the commission carry out 
its functions in the State. 
Among the functions enu-
merated by the coordinator 
include organising cam-
paigns and other forms 
of  activities capable of  
promoting increased pri-
vate and public consumer 
awareness across the 21 lo-
cal government area of  the 
state. He also said FCCPC 
seeks to synergize with 
NULGE for joint aware-
ness campaign to the grass-
roots level, especially those 
at the hinterland through 
the Union’s platform. Mr. 
Nwafor, however, remind-
ed that FCCPC, as fed-
eral government agency, 
was established under the 
FCCP Act of  2018 with 

mandate to promote and 
protect the consumers’ in-
terest in the growing com-
petitive market.

He mentioned other 
mandates of  the Commis-
sion to include promoting 
choices and ensuring fair-
ness towards protecting the 
interest of  the consumers. 
Welcoming the idea, the 
NULGE President, Com-
rade Chikwelu Adigwe as-
sured the FCCPC team of  
his office and Union’s will-
ingness to collaborate with 
the commission in any way 
possible through the Lo-
cal Government workers. 
Highlight of  the meeting, 
News Echo gathered, was 
the presentation of  some 
education materials to the 
NULGE president, by the 
FCCPC zonal coordinator 
on behalf  of  the commis-
sion.

Why engineers are losing job 
opportunities to artisans - Ibe
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
o achieve the best 
engineering practic-
es in Nigeria, Gov-

ernorship aspirant of  All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Abia State, Prof. 
Gregory Ibe has called for 
a finishing school for engi-
neers, as obtainable in oth-
er professional bodies. He 

pointed out that absence of  
such professional finishing 
school for NSE was respon-
sible for rising number of  
artisans who are being pa-
tronized by members of  the 
public as ‘Engineers.’

Speaking when the Nige-
rian Society of  Engineers, 
( NSE), Umuahia branch 
paid a courtesy visit to him 
at Uturu,  Ibe who is the 
founder  of  Gregory Univer-

looking for something else”, 
he stated.

The presidential hopeful 
maintained that building a 
new Nigeria is not an uphill 
task to him; rather it’s the 
easiest thing to do for him as 
according to him, had done 
the preparations.

“If  this country was Isra-
el or United Arab Emirates 
in those days, countries 
that lives close to deserts 
and rocks, I will be wor-

ried. But we are in a na-
tion that is blessed. One of  
the most blessed countries 
in the world. We have all 
year round agriculture, fair 
weather sable soil, the earth 
crust is rich with solid and 
liquid and gas minerals. 

“The human capital is 
rich, intelligent and strong 
people who are ready to 
learn and work, so Nigeria 
has all that it takes to grow, 
all it needs is just a leader to 

harness them to lunch Ni-
geria’s creativity, motivate 
Nigerians to optimize all 
this natural endowments. 
To create a country that is 
rich. What we want to do 
to turn Nigeria into a con-
struction site value adding, 
so that there will work and 
productivity”

“We are under developed 
is because of  low productiv-
ity, that’s why we have poor 
GDP, poor capital per in-

come, poor purchasing pow-
er, low value of  our local 
currency, they are all relative 
to productivity, the more we 
can produce and market the 
more we are able to generate 
wealth we can then use to 
sure up our economy”.

The Pharmacist expressed 
hope that 2023 polls would 
be decided by Nigerians, 
whom he said, were politi-
cally wiser and enlightened 
than before.

sity Uturu,  stated that the 
university would help perfect 
the jobs, skills and other crit-
ical elements, as it affects the 
engineering profession.

He lamented that certified 
engineers have lost lots of  
opportunities to artisans as a 
result of  lack of  entry behav-
iour as most engineers are 
not practically oriented.

Prof. Ibe who is also a gov-
ernorship aspirant under the 
platform of  the All Progres-
sive Grand Alliance, APGA 
assured the engineers a befit-
ting NSE Secretariat, if  duly 
elected as the governor of  
Abia State.

Earlier in his address, 
the Chairman NSE Umua-
hia branch, Engr. Nnamdi 
Nwasuka represented by the 
NSE National Interviewer 
and Chief  Examiner, Engr. 
Victor Ihediwa stated that 
the body came to felicitate 
with Prof. Ibe and Gregory 
University, Uturu for the en-
viable strides and contribu-
tions recorded in providing 
quality education especially 
in engineering education 
and development.

He lauded Prof. Ibe for his 
private sector spirit that has 
shaped and still shaping Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics educa-
tion in Nigeria through his 
involvement in the supply 
of  the State-of-the-art teach-
ing and learning equipment 
with innovative pedagogy in 
the delivery of  the subjects.

The Chairman maintained 
that Nigeria will be well 
placed when engineering 
practice is gotten right with 
the government and society’s 
involvement with full under-
standing.

He therefore solicited for 
partnership between NSE 
and GUU to proffer solution 
to the present problems be-
deviling the nation.

While expressing their 
readiness to partner with 
NSE, the Dean, College of  
Engineering GUU, Engr. 
Prof. Soki Okoli reiterated 
that Engineers remained 
solution providers, as they 
are properly equipped to 
propel socioeconomic devel-
opment of  any region, if  ad-
equately carried along.

Cabinet dissolution: Rivers APC berates Governor Wike
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt

T
he All Progressives 
Congress in Rivers 
State has said the 

dissolution of  the cabinet 
by the state Governor, Nye-
som Wike did not come to 
them as a surprise.  

The Publicity Secretary 
of  APC in the state Chris 
finebone in statement said 
any keen observer of  Gov-
ernor Wike’s brick and 
mortar style of  governance 
should always expect him 

to exhibit preference for 
self  interest above com-
mon good. Finebone said 
Wike started by disengag-
ing the sanitation author-
ities without replacement 
an action that has turned 
Port Harcourt into the re-
fuse-garbage capital of  Ni-
geria.

The statement said while 
the party is burdened by 
the stench in Port Har-
court, the governor decid-
ed to dissolve his cabinet 
and send his appointees 
home at a critical time 

when his governance defi-
cit has become the order of  
the day in the state. 

He said they are not sur-
prised because the gover-
nor places high premium 
on politics over govern-
ance. Finebone said they 
will not call him an acci-
dental governor for noth-
ing but that his latest action 
is to enable him raise a new 
army of  supporters out of  
the aggrieved followers oc-
casioned by his politics of  
imposition.
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Editorial

dults  of  voting age in 

ANigeria have been urged to 
get their Permanent Voters 

Cards (PVCs) in preparation for the 
2023 general election.

Prospective voters in Nigeria 
should not sit on the fence but must 
participate actively in the nation's 
electoral process.

It  is  a subtle sensitisation 
campaign that educated members of 
the Nigerian society should see their 
exposure, as enough reasons to take 
part in the electoral process and as 
well convince friends, relatives and 
their family members to register for 
their Permanent Voters Card (PVC) 
and as well avail selves the rare 
opportunity of participating in the 
forthcoming 2023 election.

It is also germane to note that, the 
Almajiri has a PVC; Mai Shayi has a 
PVC; Mai Barrow has a PVC; Mai 
Debino has a PVC; Mai Gworo has a 
PVC; Gateman has a PVC; Onion & 
Tomato sellers have PVCs; Shoe 
shiner has a PVC; Sugarcane seller 
has a PVC; Bus drivers/conductors 
have PVCs, and Motor park Agberos 
have PVCs, but you (a student or a 
graduate) with all your education 
and exposure still don't have PVC.

Despite the progress Nigeria has 
made in its democratic quest in the 
last two decades, there has been a 
general lack of  interest among 
Nigerians in exercising their civic 
responsibility and voting to elect 
those who lead them.

In Nigeria, it is common for 
people to feel nonchalant and 
general lack of  interest in the 
electoral process.

Based on observation from recent 
off-season elections, there is 
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  a m o n g 
stakeholders that the situation may 
not be different in the 2023 general 
election if urgent action is not taken.

A vivid picture of the enormity of 
the problem could be seen in the 2019 
general elections where incumbent 
President Muhammadu Buhari was 
re-elected with the backing of 15.2 
million voters, his main rival Atiku 

Abubakar also scored 11.3 million 
votes.

President Buhari had 56 percent 
of the total votes cast, in a country 
with a population of close to 200 
million people, including more than 
84 million registered voters.

However, observers say that the 
15.2 million votes hardly qualify as a 
huge mandate. The 35 percent voter 
turnout was down from 44 percent in 
the 2015 general election and down 
from the 54 percent turnout in 2011.

A similar poor turnout of voters 
was noticed in last year's July 24 
Lagos council election in which the 
total number of  votes cast was 
678,324 out of  over 6 million 
registered voters in the state.

It is because Nigerians don't 
believe their votes would count; 
what is the rationale for voting and 
at the end of the day, the result is 
changed? If we are serious. And, the 
way forward is for the Federal 
Government to assure Nigerians that 
their vote would count and that 
INEC would be allowed to do its job 
before 2023, else, it would be 
disastrous.

Regrettably, people say they are 
not interested in getting the PVC 
because they are not sure their votes 
would count; that they are not sure if 
hired thugs would not disrupt the 
election; that they are not sure the 
security situation in the country 
would allow for any election in 2023, 
or that the elections would be rigged.

People have lost confidence in the 
process here, they see voting as a 
waste of time and there is nothing to 
really motivate voters. 

We therefore, urged all Nigerians 
to arm themselves with their PVCs, 
urging those yet to get theirs to make 
all necessary efforts to do so.

Fur ther more,  we urge  the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) to work out  
ways to eliminate challenges and 
constraints experienced by many 
citizens in reaching the designated 
centres nationwide to register.

2023: Need for Nigerians
to have Permanent Voters
Card (PVC) for voting 
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Azuka Onwuka

O
ver the years I have 
attended the funeral 
ceremonies of young 
and middle-aged 

people from different parts of 
Nigeria. It is never an exciting 
experience to be at such a bur-
ial ceremony. It is worse if the 
person left behind young chil-
dren in primary school, sec-
ondary school or university and 
a young spouse. If the deceased 
was the breadwinner, one usu-
ally wonders how the children 
and widow (or even widower) 
would cope. 

One could see the anguish 
of  the bereaved, the sense of  
uncertainty and hopelessness. 
They know that shortly after the 
event, people will disperse and 
they will be left to their fate in a 
country where there are no gov-
ernment-backed welfare packag-
es to take care of the vulnerable. 
The saving grace of  such a fami-
ly is if  they have extended fami-
ly members who are capable and 
willing to help. But those family 
members also have their own di-
rect problems to take care of. 

Now imagine people wailing 
at the burial of  such a breadwin-
ner and then resorting to eating 
and drinking to stupor minutes 
after the interment. That is a 
sight that jars the imagination 
of  many people who witness 
the funeral of  young people and 

middle-aged people among the 
Igbo people of  Nigeria. 

The Igbo people believe that a 
dead person, especially a dead 
adult (with a wife or husband), 
should not be sent off  to the great 
beyond like a chicken. It is be-
lieved that if  a funeral is not con-
ducted for the person—no mat-
ter the age of  the deceased—the 
spirit will be hovering around. It 
will be restless. It will not leave 
the land of  the living for the land 
of  the dead. In fact, in Igboland, 
if  someone moves in a sluggish 
or sneaky manner, the person 
is said to be acting like a corpse 
that was interred with no funer-
al ceremony. Funeral rites are, 
therefore, like send-off  parties 
meant to sever the links between 
a dead person and the living.

However, it is hard to under-
stand the point about eating 
and drinking (all sorts of  wines) 
at the funeral of  a person, who 
is below 65 or 60, whose death 
is supposed to be a painful and 
grave occurrence. Try as hard as 
I have, I have not been able to see 
the sense in it. Here is a death 
that brings nothing but sorrow; a 
death that creates destabilisation 
in the family and community. 

What is the eating and drink-
ing at the funeral of  a man or 
woman who died prematurely 
meant to symbolise? Is eating 
delicacies and drinking choice 
wines the way to send such a 
person off  with dignity? If  it is 

not done like that, will the spirit 
refuse to transit from ala mmadu 
to ala mmuo? Or will it feel like 
a nonentity in ala mmuo when 
other spirits are showing off  the 
eating and drinking that took 
place at their own burial? 

Maybe during discussions, if  
the spirit of  Okeke talks to the 
spirit of  Okoli in a disrespectful 
manner, Okoli can retort: “Mind 
how you talk to me! We are not 
mates. Did you not see the qual-
ity and quantity of  choice foods 
and wines consumed at my fu-
neral?” And the spirit of  Nwany-
inkwo will say: “Okoli, keep 
quiet there! If  you are boasting 
about the quality of  what was 
consumed at your burial, what 
then should spirits of  our status 
say?” 

No matter how hard some 
people try to explain it as tradi-
tion, it looks gross to see people 
eating and drinking at the funer-
al of  men or women who died 
prematurely. It does not look 
like a funeral but a party or a 
feast. Shockingly, some people 
get drunk at such a supposedly 
mournful event. 

Sadly, most bereaved families 
don’t want to do things differ-
ently because they don’t want to 
be seen as poor or stingy. Conse-
quently, they do what others do 
by throwing a party of  food and 
wines when they lose a relatively 
young person. And on an issue 
like this, you can’t say, “I would 

do things differently if  I were the 
one involved,” because it would 
sound as if  you are praying to 
lose someone prematurely.

This does not look like Igbo 
tradition. It looks like a convo-
luted, adulterated practice that 
exists because many people do 
it and not doing it will be inter-
preted as a sign of  poverty and 
stinginess. Even if  it were a tradi-
tion, traditions can be changed if  
they make no meaning or appear 
illogical and offensive. But in a 
world where most people don’t 
have the strength and courage to 
stand alone or take public criti-
cism, the only option they feel at 
ease with is to conform. 

The funeral ceremony of  el-
derly people can be celebrated 
as much as the bereaved want 
but the funeral of  people in their 
prime should be done in solemni-
ty and not turned into a carnival, 
a party or a festival in the name 
of  giving them a befitting burial. 
Merrymaking at the funeral of  a 
young person is not befitting at 
all. The picture it paints is that of  
a people happy that “a relative” 
has finally left. 

It is worse to see people eat-
ing and drinking lavishly at the 
funeral of  such a young person 
who died in an auto crash or a 
plane crash, or as a result of  
murder, or the like. At such a sad 
funeral, mourners should show 
that they are truly mourning. 
Merrymaking is inconsistent 

with mourning. 
The church should not be seen 

making demands about the food 
and drinks that should be given 
to them or the supposedly vol-
untary but practically compul-
sory honorarium that should be 
given to priests who officiate at 
burials. The different communal 
groups, like umunna or umuada, 
should not demand to be given 
this or that. These demands are 
insensitive to be made of  a fam-
ily mourning the painful exit of  
a member cut down in his or her 
prime. 

The Roman Catholic Church, 
the Anglican Church, the Meth-
odist Church, the Presbyterian 
Church, The Salvation Army, 
The Assemblies of  God, The 
Lord’s Chosen Charismatic Re-
vival Movement and all church-
es that have a strong presence in 
Igboland should lead the charge. 

The church has a strong hold 
on the Igbo people. All that is re-
quired for this practice to change 
is for the churches to enact a 
policy on it and start preaching 
against the practice. Some dio-
ceses have already taken some 
actions against flamboyant buri-
als. However, there is a need to 
specifically take a stand against 
wining and dining at the buri-
al of  people who died in their 
30s, 40s, 50s, and even 60s. It is 
distasteful. It is not tradition. It 
should be changed.

Why are Igbo funerals of young
people held as parties?

O
peratives of  the Econom-
ic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) on 
Tuesday stormed the res-

idence of  former Imo State Gover-
nor, Rochas Okorocha.

The anti-graft agency team 
stormed the residence of  the former 
governor in the Maitama area of  the 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) to 
arrest him.

In a video the EFCC operatives 
were seen within the premises of  the 
former governor. They insisted that 
Okorocha, who is seeking to contest 
the presidential election on the plat-
form of  the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), should submit himself  
for arrest or honour a long-standing 
invitation to their office.

It was discovered that the EFCC 
operatives had barricaded the resi-
dence of  the presidential aspirant.

According to sources at the inci-
dent, none of  the members of  Oko-
rocha’s family would be allowed to 
leave the compound until they pro-

duce the former governor.
The operatives, who were later 

seen screening people going out 
and coming into the premises, also 
warned the mobile policemen at-
tached to Okorocha to withdraw 
from the residence.

Reacting to the attempt to arrest 
him, the former governor lamented 
that he was being held hostage by 
the EFCC operatives.

He condemned the action of  the 
team that has come to arrest him 
and vowed to remain indoors until 
he sees a warrant of  arrest. Okoro-
cha, who spoke to journalists at his 
Maitama residence in Abuja, called 
on the stakeholders in the country to 
prevail on the operatives of  EFCC to 
vacate his residence.

The politician wondered why 
his house would be invaded on the 
screening day of  all the Presidential 
aspirants of  APC, saying he never 
received any invitation or got court 
summons from any quarters.

”Frankly speaking, the situation I 

find myself  in a situation of  what I 
call hostage. Policemen and EFCC 
operatives are currently in my 
compound and they want to pos-
sibly whisk me away… my gate is 
blocked.

”All I am asking for now is to al-
low me to go for my screening be-
cause I am a Presidential aspirant 
and our election comes up on Sun-
day. If  I am not allowed to go for this 
screening, I might miss it.

”I am not an unknown person in 
the country. I have an address and 
people know me in the country. All 
that it takes for the EFCC is to send 
me an invitation and I will gladly 
oblige,” the lawmaker said.

 “I am (being) held hostage here, I 
would say,” Okorocha lamented. “I 
have enquired if  they have an arrest 
warrant or not and I am supposed to 
be getting ready for screening.

“I don’t know what is really hap-
pening; it is unfortunate that this is 
happening here. I will be here until I 
know what they want, I want to see 

a warrant of  arrest or court order.”
On January 31, the EFCC 

slammed Okorocha, who presently 
represents Imo West senatorial dis-
trict, with a fresh set of  corruption 
charges to the tune of  N2.9 billion.

The anti-graft agency had filed the 
charges at the Federal High Court in 
Abuja about the same time the law-
maker declared his intention to run 
for the office of  president in 2023.

He was accused of  conspiring 
with others, including a member of  
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
and five companies to steal from 
public coffers.

But the former governor has since 
denied any wrongdoing, stress-
ing that it was not the first time he 
would be facing such action from 
the agency which he said was politi-
cally motivated.

According to him, the anti-graft 
agency has continued to disobey 
court orders relating to the alleged 
abuse of  his fundamental human 
rights.

Okorocha, however, advised the 
EFCC not to allow itself  to be a tool 
for politicians but investigate allega-
tions and get real facts before taking 
action. 

Counsel for Senator Rochas Oko-
rocha, Ola Olanipekun (SAN), has 
berated the Economic Financial 
Crimes Commission for laying siege 
to the senator’s house.  Olanipekun 
decried the siege, stating that the 
EFCC presented no warrant of  arrest.  
He said, “Before now,there were 
issues on the ground there were ex-
tant court orders restraining arrest, 
restraining interrogation. 

“There are court orders made 
by the federal high court in Abu-
ja and Port Harcourt restrain-
ing interrogation on this matter.  
“So what I have sought to do 
is to ask, were there letters for 
the invitation? There are none.  
“Were there any warrants for arrest? 
There is none. Are there court pro-
cesses to be served?

 There are none. In fact, processes 
of  court are served by court officials. 
Who are the bailiffs of  the court?”

He noted that the siege 
was unnecessary as he wasn’t 
caught committing an offence.  
“If  you caught him committing an 
offence then you can arrest him there 
and then. Do you have a warrant of  
arrest? None is available in this case.  
“You can invite him,write to him or 
even call him on the phone and ask 
him to oblige you to come, agree to 
a date and the gentleman will show 
up. All this siege is unnecessary.  
“I, therefore, say it’s a breach of  the 
fundamental human rights of  citi-
zen Rochas Okorocha and it has to 
stop.”

EFCC blocked me from Presidential screening,
Okorocha cries out
… As operatives barricade aspirant’s Abuja home
… We haven’t seen any notice – Okorocha’s lawyer
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Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof

Gravitational Fields

1. If  the position of  the object A is 
0.5R above the surface of  the Earth, 
while the position of  the object B is 
2R above the surface of  the Earth, 
then what is the ratio of  the 
gravitational field that experienced 
by object A and object B. R is the 
radius of  the Earth.
Known :
The distance of  the object A from 
the center of  the Earth = 0.5R + R 
= 1.5R = 1.5
The distance of  the object B from 
the center of  the Earth = 2R + R = 
3R = 3
Wanted: The ratio of  the 
gravitational field
Solution :
The gravitational field experienced 
by object A (g ) :A

The gravitational field experienced 
by object B (g ) :B

The ratio of  the gravitational field 
experienced by the object A and the 
object B :

2. The gravitational field at the 
surface of  the Earth is g, then what 
is the gravitational field at the 
height of  1.5R above the surface of  
the Earth. R = the radius of  the 
Earth.

Solution

The force of  gravity (F) is directly 
proportional to the gravitational 
field (g). The greater the force of  
gravity, the greater the gravitational 
field.
The gravitational force (F) is 

2directly proportional to 1/r , where 
r = the distance of  an object from 
the center of  the earth. The force of  
gravity is directly proportional to 

2
1/r  so that the gravitational field 

2
(g) is also proportional to 1/r .
When the astronaut is on the 
surface of  the Earth that is R (R = 
radius of  the earth) from the center 
of  the earth, the gravitational field 
is g. This can be proven through the 
following calculations:
The gravitational field (g) is 

2proportional to 1 / R . If  R = 1 then 
2 21 / R  = 1/1  = 1/1 = 1. If  the 

distance of  the astronaut from the 
center of  the earth = 1 then 
astronaut experiences the 
gravitational field of  = (g) (1) = g.
The distance of  the astronaut from 
the center of  the earth is 1.5R = 1.5 
(1) = 1.5 then astronaut undergoes a 

2gravitational field of  : 1 / R  = 1 / 
2

1.5  = 1 / 2.25. So if  the astronaut 
distance from the center of  the 
earth = 1.5 then astronaut has a 
gravitational field of  = (g) (1 / 2.25) 
= g / 2.25

3. What is the ratio of  the earth's 
gravitational field for two objects, 
one at the surface of  the earth and 
another at the height of  ½ R from 
the earth's surface (R = the radius 
of  the earth)?
Known :
The distance of  the object A from 
the center of  the earth (r ) = R = 1A

The distance of  the object B from 

the center of  the earth (r ) = 0.5R + B

R = 1.5R = 1.5
Wanted: The ratio of  the earth's 
gravitational field

Solution :
The earth's gravitational field 
experienced by object A (g ):A

The earth's gravitational field 
experienced by object A (g ):B

The ratio of  the earth's gravitational 
field experienced by object A and 
object B:

4. Sally is to walk across a “high 
wire” that has been strung 
horizontally between two buildings 
that are 12m apart.  The sag (dip) in 
the rope when she stands at the 
midpoint is 8°.  If  her mass is 75kg, 
what is the tension in the rope at 
this point?

Solution
The first thing is to identify the 
forces involved in this situation.  
There is the force of  gravity (or her 
weight) which is pulling down on 
the rope.  We can calculate this by:
FG=mg
FG=(75kg)(-9.8ms2)
FG=-735N
The other forces are the force of  
Tension on each side of  the wire as 
she stands in the midpoint.  These 
two Tension forces are what hold up 
Sally and keep her from falling.  
However, these two Tensions forces 
are at an 8° angle below the 

horiz o
ntal.  Th
is means that 
we need to analyze 
the components of  the Tension 
force.  The X-components of  each 
Tension force are equal in 
magnitude and opposite in direction 
as this is what keeps the rope 
connected to both buildings.  The Y-
components of  each Tension force 
are equal in magnitude and in the 
same direction as they both are 
keeping Sally up.  So we can sum up 
the forces acting in the Y-direction 
as: 
Fnet-Y=FG+FTension-Y+FTension-Y

which can be simplified to; 
Fnet-Y=FG+2FTension-Y
Since Sally is not accelerating, the 
forces are balanced and the net force 
must equal 0.
0=FG+2FTension-Y
Earlier we calculated the force of  
gravity so we can substitute this in 
to find the Tension in the Y 
Direction.

0=-735N+2FTension-Y
735N=2FTension-Y
FTension-Y=367.5N

This is the Tension in the Y-
direction.  However, the problem is 
asking for the overall Tension in the 
wire.  At this point, we must use 
trigonometric functions to 
determine the hypotenuse (the 
overall Tension) in the wire.  Since 
the Y-component of  the Tension is 
the opposite side of  the triangle 
from the 8° angle, we can use cosine 
to find our hypotenuse.
cos(Θ)=opphyp
cos(8)=367.5Nhyp
hyp*cos(8)= 367.5N
hyp=367.5Ncos(8)
hyp=371.1N 

Problems and solutions

 p r o f e s s o r  o f  

AC o m p u t i n g  a n d 
I n f o r m a t i o n 

Te c h n o l o g y,  A d e n i k e 
Osofisan, has said ten percent 
of  the best universities in the 
world actively participate in 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
multidisciplinary research. 

Osofisan who said this as 
keynote speaker at the 30th 
i S T E A M S  c o n f e r e n c e 
organised by the Society for 
M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d 
A d v a n c e  R e s e a r c h 
Te c h n i q u e s  a d d e d  t h a t 
m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y 
collaborative research, rather 
than solo cut and paste table 
research, would address 
global challenges. 

The three-day conference, 
which was titled, 'Educational 
l egac ie s  and  pragmat ic 
research innovat ion for 
addressing global challenges 
in a COVID-19 pandemic 
era,' was held at the Lagos 
State University of  Science 
and Technology, Ikorodu, 
Lagos in partnership with 
Trinity University, Lagos. 

Osofisan whose keynote 
lecture was tit led, 'New 
frontiers for institutional  
growth using collaborative 
a n d  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y 
research,' explained that the 
purpose of  the research was to 
help understand the nature of  
human problems so as to 
e f f e c t i ve ly  c o n t r o l  t h e 

environment.
''In other words, this type 

of  research pursues potential 
solutions to human and 
socie ta l  problems.  This 
research is more prescriptive 
in nature, focusing on the how 
quest ions.  How can we 
promote pragmatic research 
innovat ions  that  would 
address global challenges in a 
covid-19 pandemic era that is 
VUCA in  Niger ia?  The 
answer lies in engaging in 
M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y 
Collaborative Research rather 
than in solo cut and paste 
table research. 

''My sincere hope is that 
our deliberations at this 
conference would address 

issues that are germane to 
C o l l a b o r a t i v e 
M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d 
Pragmatic Research that will 
propel the growth of  our 
institutions such that Nigeria 
institutions will be among the 
top universities in the world.'' 

She added that the five 
ranking criteria for university 
w e r e  p r o d u c t s  o f  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
multidisciplinary research. 

' 'Al l  the  univers i t ies 
mentioned in this keynote 
belong to the top 10% of  best 
universities in the world 
because  o f  the i r  ac t ive 
participation in collaborative 
multidisciplinary research, 
The university performance 

r a n k i n g  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e 
grouped into five areas; 
Te a c h i n g  ( t h e  l e a r n i n g 
environment) ,  Research 
( v o l u m e,  i n c o m e,  a n d 
r e p u t a t i o n ) ,  C i t a t i o n s 
( r e s e a r c h  i n f l u e n c e ) ; 
International outlook (staff, 
students and research) and 
Industry income (knowledge 
transfer). These five ranking 
cri ter ia are products  of  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
multidisciplinary research. 
This new Era has led us into 
The New Normal known as 
V U C A – V o l a t i l i t y , 
Uncertainty, Complexity, 
Ambiguity.''

Read Also
While giving his welcome 

a d d r e s s ,  a c t i n g  V i c e -
Chancellor, LASUSTECH, 
Dr. Oluremi Olaleye, said, ''I 
consider it an honour for our 
institution to host this year's 
iSTEAMS conference. The 
role of  SMART Africa in 
promoting and contributing 
to the dissemination of  
national, indigenous African, 
diaspora, and international. 

''I am excited and equally 
expectant to see robust papers 
being presented from all 
professional and academic 
angles. We must widen our 
horizons and think borderless 
in order to come up with 
workable solutions for our 
great continent and the world 
at large.'' 

World best varsities participate in multidisciplinary research – Don
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anagement of  Mthe Ekiti State 
U n i v e r s i t y, 

Ado-Ekiti (EKSU) and 
t h e  A c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
Union of  Universities 
(ASUU) are  shar p ly 
d i v i d e d  o v e r  t h e 
resumption of  academic 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e 
institution.

The univers i ty  on 
Monday directed students 
and staff  to resume on 
M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 2  f o r 
c o n t i nu a t i o n  o f  t h e 
2020/2021 academic 
session.

But, the ASUU in the 
university, distanced itself  
from the resumption 
a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e 
institution, insisting the 
lecturers were part of  the 
n a t i o n w i d e  s t r i k e 
declared by its national 
body.

i n i s t e r  o f  ME d u c a t i o n , 
A d a m u 

Adamu, has approved the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n 
Advanced Level (A Level) 
certificate data bank in the 
country.

This was disclosed by 
the Registrar of  Joint 
A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Mat r i cu la t ion  Board 
(JAMB), Professor Ishaq 
Oloyede, on Tuesday in 
Abuja at the opening 
s e s s i o n  o f  a  3 - d a y 
workshop for the Public 
Relations staff  of  the 
Board.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
w o r k s h o p,  O l o ye d e, 
represented by JAMB's 
Director, Legal Services, 
D r  A b d u l  W a h a b 
Oyedokun, said the Board 
has taken several measures 
to ensure total sanity in its 
examination processes.

While listing some of  
the measures to include 
t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  
sophisticated biometric 
t e c h n o l o g y  t o  c u r b 
multiple registrations in 

the  Uni f i ed  Ter t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination (UTME), 
Oloyede said the Board 
has taken another major 
step to put an end to the 
u s e  o f  f a k e  A - L eve l 
cer t i f icates  to  secure 
admission.

“In the last year and in 
the second coming of  
Professor Oloyede as 
registrar of  JAMB, one of  
the major assignments we 
did here was to focus on 
some of  the things that are 
happening in these JUPEB 
and IJMB.

“And during the last 
e x a m ,  w e  c a l l e d  a 
stakeholders meeting and 
invited managers of  these 
organs and we asked some 
q u e s t i o n s .  We  a l s o 
collaborated with other 
security services to spread 
our net across the country 
to see what is happening 
and lo and behold more 
than 47 proprietors of  
these and some of  their 
lecturers and teachers, and 
people conniving with 
them in  per pet ra t ing 

malpractices were arrested 
all over the country.

“Arising from that, the 
Honourable Minister of  
Education has graciously 
a p p r o v e d  t h e 
establishment of  A-Level 
data bank. So for example, 
in a particular university, 
90 percent of  those who 
presented their A level 
results for admission were 
found to be fake,” the 
JAMB boss said.

According to Oloyede, 
the data bank will ensure 
all A-Level results are 
reg i s te red  under  one 
platform to bring about the 
s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  a n d 
integrity of  the certificates.

In a  presentat ion, 
Oloyede also revealed that 
from 2017 to 2022, a total 
of  N27.2 bi l l ion was 
remitted to the Federal 
Government's coffers by 
the Board while N9.7 
billion was used for capital 
p ro jec t s  in  the  same 
period.

H e  g a v e  t h e 
b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e 
remittances as 2017-N7.8 
billion, 2018-N5.2 billion, 
2019-3.76 billion, 2020 – 

N 4  b i l l i o n , 
2021  –  N3.5 
billion and 2022 
– N3 billion.

T h e 
w o r k s h o p , 
which attracted 
JAMB's Public 
Relations staff  
from across the 
country as well 
a s  s e v e r a l 
r e s o u r c e 
p e r s o n s ,  i s 
expected to end 
on Thursday.

T h e  u n i o n ,  i n  a 
statement jointly signed 
by the Chairman, Dr. 
Kayode Arogundade and 
the Secretary, Dr. Olawale 
O g u n wa l e,  d i r e c t e d 
members to disregard 
notice of  resumption, 
urging them to comply 
fully with the ASUU 
national body directives 
as against the institution 
announcement.

The union said the 
academic staff  were fully 
on strike in line with the 
directives of  the national 
body and will not return 
to class until directed by 
t h e  A S U U  n a t i o n a l 
leadership.

“It is hereby affirmed 
t h a t  A S U U - E K S U 
b r a n c h  i s  i n  f u l l 
compliance with national 
strike that has just been 
rolled over for the next 

twelve weeks from 8th 
M a y  2 0 2 2 .  T h e 
instruction handed down 
by the Vice-Chancellor in 
a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e 
committee of  Deans, that 
all academic staff  should 
r e s u m e  a c a d e m i c 
a c t iv i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e 
disregarded as it negates 
our current struggle as a 
union.

“ A S U U  E K S U 
executive members were 
reliably informed from an 
impeccable source (name 
withheld) in EKSG that 
t h e  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e 
University has mandated 
the Vice-Chancellor to re-
open the University in the 
next 24 hours or forfeit his 
Job.

“ASUU EKSU wishes 
to use the medium to 
announce to thepublic 
that mandating the re-

opening of  the University 
is purely political and 
EKSG is not ready to 
attend to the demand of  
the University”.

The union said it was 
aware of  the antics of  
“ s o m e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e c t u r e r s ”  p l a y i n g 
political harlotry with the 
destiny of  the majority of  
A S U U  m e m b e r s , 
threatening to sanction 
lecturers who comply 
wi th  the  resumpt ion 
notice.

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  i t s 

s part of  efforts to 

Aboost the capacity 
of  Nigerians to 

work in the oil and gas 
industry, the Petroleum 
Technology Development 
F u n d  ( P T D F )  h a s 
shortlisted 8,800 candidates 
from over 26,000 applicants 
for this year's overseas 
scholarship scheme, OSS.
The PTDF OSS is  an 
annual programme that 
awards scholarships to 
Nigerians for MSc and PhD 
s t u d i e s  i n  p a r t n e r 
universities in the United 
K i n g d o m ,  G e r m a n y, 
F r a n c e ,  C h i n a  a n d 
M a l a y s i a .
Speaking on the process for 
this year's selection, Mr. 
Bello Mustapha, Manager, 
Over seas  Scho la r sh ip 
Scheme, PTDF, said the 
process which started in 
December 2021 would see 
the shortlisted candidates 

interviewed across centres 
in Abuja, Port Harcourt, 
I b a d a n ,  K a d u n a  a n d 
B a u c h i .
He said: “We are here for 
the 2022/2023 academic 
session, we have advertised 
the scholarship and we have 
called on people to apply, 
people have applied, over 
26,000 people applied for 
the scholarship and over 
8000 were selected to come 
and do the interviews.
“We conduct the interviews 
in the six geopolitical zones 
of  the country but we are 
doing in five geopolitical 
zones of  the country this 
year because of  the issues of  
insecurity in the southeast. 
So we are using Ibadan, we 
are using Bauchi, we are 
using Port Harcourt, we are 
using here and we are using 
K a d u n a ” .
Mustapha explained that 
candidates in the Southeast 

have been advised to pick 
centres outside the region to 
enable them participate in the 
i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s . 
“We sent them mails to 
choose any centre. In all the 
geopolitical zones we have, 
you can actually choose any 
centre that you want. You 
may be in the South East and 
you decide to come and do it 
in Abuja, or you can even go 
t o  B a u c h i ” .
While declining to indicate 
t h e  e x a c t  n u m b e r  o f  
candidates that would be 
f ina l ly  se lec ted  for  the 
scholarship award, he said the 
number would be dependent 
on the budget of  the Fund.
He noted that at the end of  
their training abroad, the 
scholars were expected to 
return to the country to work 
in the petroleum industry and 
contribute their quota to 
growth of  the Nigerian 
economy.

cting Rector of  

At h e  F e d e r a l 
Polytechnic, Offa, 

K w a r a  S t a t e ,  D r 
Olarongbe Afolabi, has 
advised students of  the 
school against joining the 
bandwagon of  'get rich 
quick' or 'yahoo yahoo' 
group. 

A f o l a b i  g ave  t h e 
a d v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e 
matriculation of  8,000 
new students admitted for 
the National Diploma and 
Higher National Diploma 
Courses in the 2021/2022 
Academic session. 

The rector counselled 
students to face their 
studies as they had no 
other business in the 
school other than their 
studies and urged them to 
study and develop their 
character. 

“Do not be enticed by 
joining the bandwagons of  
'get rich quick yahoo 
yahoo'. Do not destroy 

your glorious destiny, do 
not cut short your life. 
Please refrain from this 
part of  destruction, it is the 
blessings of  God that 
makes rich and does not 
lead to sorrow.

“Please, obey the rules 
and regulations of  this 
Polytechnic as spelt out in 
the students' handbook. 
T h e r e  a r e  s t i f f e r 
punishments and at times 
outright expulsion if  you 
violate these rules,” he 
said. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
polytechnic also have dress 
code for all students and 
there is a handbook on 
dress code which states 
clearly the acceptable and 
unacceptable dress mode 
for students.

“ S o m e  o f  t h e 
unacceptable dressing 
s t y l e s  a r e  ' m a r l i a n ' 
d ress ing,  wear ing  o f  
ta t t e red  c razy  j eans, 
w e a r i n g  o f  r u b b e r 

s l ipper s, ,  sagg ing  o f  
trousers, tattooing of  body, 
piercing of  nose or any 
part of  the body except the 
ears (for female only), 
wearing of  earrings by 
male,  hai r  t in t ing  or 
c o l o u r i n g  o f  h a i r 
attachments etc. These are 
forb idden on  a l l  our 
campuses and attract 
s e r i o u s  s a n c t i o n  f o r 
violator.” 

“The polytechnic runs 
28  ND and 29  HND 
programmes which are 
fully accredited and taught 
by seasoned lecturers with 
the state of  art laboratories 
a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e 
Polytechnic is one of  the 
few top Polytechnics in 
Nigeria with the highest 
number of  PhD holders, 
our  s ta f f  capac i ty  i s 
equally boosted to enable 
them impart positively in 
the lives of  the students.'' 

executive members have 
been receiving threat 
m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e 
university's management 
and agents of  the state 
government, saying that 
should anything happen 
to them they would be 
held responsible.

ASUU said that the 
resumption notice of  the 
institution was laced with 
political intention, urging 
parents and guardian not 
to allow their children to 
be used as political thugs 
in the forthcoming June 

18 governorship poll in 
the state.

I t  a d d e d ;  “ O n e 
w o n d e r s  w h y  t h e 
lackluster administration 
in Ekiti state on its way to 
the Golgotha is now keen 
on resumption only to put 
the life of  our students at 
risk.

'Parents are therefore 
urged to monitor the 
movement of  their wards 
who are the main target to 
be used as thugs in the 
coming election hence the 
resumption saga.”

Strike: Ekiti Varsity, lecturers disagree over resumption

JAMB: FG approves Advanced Level
certificates data bank

Avoid 'get rich quick' gang, rector
advises students

PTDF shortlists 8,800 for overseas
scholarships



country and understands Nigeria 
very well. But many Nigerians say 
the country can ill-afford another 
president whose precarious health 
can be a huge burden. Moreover, as a 
die-hard professor of  equity, he 
should allow other geo-political 
zones in the South that have not had 
a bite on the apple since 1999.

Yemi Osinbajo
He is the incumbent Vice 

President and former Attorney-
General and Commissioner for 
Justice in Lagos State. Currently, 
there are many groups championing 
h i s  cause  fo r  the  upcoming 
Presidential election on the platform 
of  APC. Osinbajo's veiled ambition 
which is yet to be heard from his very 
mouth is hinged on permutation for 
the South West to take over the 
Presidency after Buhari whose exit is 
due on May 29, 2023.

A support group under the aegis 
of  the Progressives Consolidation 
Group (PCG) had recently, at a rally 
in Ikeja, Lagos, called on the APC to 
adopt him as its consensus candidate 
for the 2023 Presidential election.

Bukola Saraki
He is a former President of  the 

Senate and former governor of  
Kwara State, the period within 
which he was the Chairman of  the 
'powerful' Nigerian Governors 
Forum (NGF). He is the son of  the 
late Olusola Abubakar Saraki who 
too was Senate Leader in 1979. The 
younger Saraki has obviously 
continued the dynasty of  his father 
in Kwara State and at the national 
level as he currently stepped into the 
exalted shoes of  the Waziri (Prime 
Minister) of  Ilorin held by his father 
while alive.

He has garnered so much 
experience in the area of  governance 
by virtue of  the positions he has 
held. He also has all it takes to rub 
shoulders with other global leaders. 
But Saraki's rolling stone nature 
seems to cast doubts in the minds of  
many Nigerians on his political 
ideology. Saraki has so much moved 
and shifted loyalties too many times 
that he appears to have lost the 
fol lowership of  many of  his 
admirers. Although he has declared 
interest in the post, it is left to be seen 
if  the PDP will zone the slot to 
North Central.

Rochas Okorocha
He is a former governor of  Imo 

State and a serving Senator of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria. He was 
the chairman of  the Progressives 
Governors'  Forum (PGF), an 
umbrella body of  governors of  the 
APC fold. Okorocha is seeking APC 
Presidential ticket and many groups 
such as the Coalition of  Bishops and 
Imams have endorsed his ambition. 
He is fearless and courageous, 
attributes needed to lead in Nigeria. 
But with his activities in Imo when 
he governed the state, analysts say 
that he must need to purge himself  
of  the “acquisitive spirit” that came 

into play while leading a state 
that was a cynosure of  all eyes 
when the likes of  Sam Onunaka 
Mbakwe was in charge.

Yahaya Bello
B e l l o ,  t h e  i n c u m b e n t 

governor of  Kogi State, has for a 
very long time announced his 
aspiration. He was amongst the 
first whose posters flooded the 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
and some other parts of  the 
country. He is vibrant and fits the 
bill of  the age bracket that 
N i g e r i a n s  w a n t  f o r  t h e 
presidential job, not geriatrics. 
But some of  his activities as 
governor, including the non-
payment of  salaries of  civil 
servants, do not show he is the 
right man to succeed Buhari, 
except there is a drastic change. 
He is from North Central and his 
party is yet to zone the ticket to 
anywhere.

Rotimi Amaechi
A m a e c h i  i s  a  f o r m e r 

governor of  Rivers State and the 
c u r r e n t  m i n i s t e r  o f  
Transportation. He was also the 
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly of  the oil-rich state. He 
is one of  the ministers under the 
Buhari administration who could 
not be said to have failed in their 
assignments to their boss. After 
he defected along with others as a 
governor on the platform of  the 
PDP to APC, the erstwhile NGF 
Chairman was Director-General 
of  the Campaign Organisation 

that brought Buhari to power in 
2015 and handled the same 
assignment in 2019. There is 
clamour for Amaechi to run for 
the APC Presidential ticket 
ahead of  the 2023 race. But 
a na ly s t s  s ay  he  i s  a  ve r y 
controversial politician with little 
or no regard for ideology. They 
a l so  feared  he  could  love 
neighbouring countries above 
Nigeria, judging by some of  the 
projects his ministry is currently 
handling.

Aminu Tambuwal
He is a former Speaker of  the 

House of  Representatives and 
incumbent governor of  Sokoto 
State as well as the chairman of  
PDP Governors' Forum. He had 
vied for the 2019 Presidential 
t i cke t  o f  the  PDP and  i s 
rumoured to be in the race for the 
position as evident in his posters 
that flooded the Eagle Square 
Abuja venue of  the last National 
Convention of  his party. He came 
very close to clinching the PDP 
ticket in 2019. He is intelligent 
and experienced enough to lead 
the country. But critics say that 
the manner of  his past defections 
does not show him as a man 
committed to ideology, but rather 
driven by the aphorism, “The end 
justifies the means.”

Nyesom Wike
He is a former Minister of  

State for Education, Local 
Government Chairman and 
Chief  of  Staff  to a former 

governor of  Rivers State and has 
been the sitting governor of  the 
oil-rich state since 2015. Hardly 
does any month passes without 
him commissioning a project. 
His outspokenness appears to 
have drawn friends and foes on 
equal measures. Some analysts 
believe that a Nyesom Wike-
presidency would be a blessing to 
Nigeria, but it is too early to have 
another South-South president 
after Jonathan.

Ahmad Lawan
Lawan is  cur rent ly  the 

president of  the Senate and he is 
from Yobe State. He is said to be 
positioning himself  to move from 
number three to number one 
citizen of  the country on the 
platform of  the APC. Lawan has 
been in the National Assembly 
since the return of  Nigeria to civil 
rule in 1999. He transited from 
the House of  Representatives to 
Senate in 2007. But it would 
appear his manner of  running the 
National Assembly, which many 

Nigerians have dubbed “a rubber 
stamp” legislature, is not a good 
sign of  a man looking for a higher 
post and needing the people's 
votes.

Kingsley Moghalu
He i s  a  for mer  de puty 

governor of  the Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) and the 2019 
Presidential candidate of  the 
Young Progressive Party (YPP). 
The Professor of  Poli t ical 
Economy has since declared to 
contest for the 2023 Presidency 
when he joined Democratic 
Congress (ADC). He is believed 
to be a technocrat with the 
intellectual wherewithal to 
salvage Nigeria from the shackles 
of  socio-economic malaise. 
Many Nigerians yearn to see a 
day someone like Moghalu 
would become the president of  
the country. It is believed that 
Nigeria needs a president with 
international exposure that could 
rub shoulders with other refined 
presidents of  other nations. The 
major problem of  Nigeria is 
economy. While it may amount 
to  naivety to think that  a 
Moghalu-presidency may be 
cure-all; but with his background 
as an astute economist, and 
having played at a very high level 
in that field, he can change the 
narrative for Nigeria. He hails 
from Anambra State in the South 
East, a geo-political zone that 
now clamours to produce the 
President in 2023.

Rabiu Kwankwaso
He was a former governor of  

Kano and senator. He is aspiring 
for the 2023 Presidential election 
o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  o f  P D P. 
Kwankwaso was Buhari's closest 
r ival  in  the  2014 race  for 
Presidential ticket of  the APC 
and came fourth to Atiku in the 
2018 PDP Presidential ticket 
contest. He had also served as 
Minister of  Defence under the 
administration of  Olusegun 
Obasanjo. Prior to that, he was a 
member and deputy Speaker of  
the House of  Representatives of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria.

Bala Mohammed
A former senator,  FCT 

M i n i s t e r  a n d  i n c u m b e n t 
governor of  Bauchi State, the 
Kauran Bauchi is in the race for 
the 2023 Presidency under the 
PDP. The journalist-turned 
politician had his ambition 
expressed through posters that 
have f looded many c i t ies, 
especially in states across the 
north.

David Umahi
He is the governor of  Ebonyi 

State who had defected to the 
APC last year when he dumped 
his then party, the PDP. Umahi 
h a d  d u m p e d  P D P  i n  a 
controversial manner, an action 
that attracted opprobrium, not 
only from his state, but across the 
country. Although he stands a 
good chance with the clamour for 
power shift to South East, he may 
have serious contentions, even 
within the APC on that front.

Continuation
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...A nation in dire need of  a leader; who
can go for us?

Tide of Times contd...
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he All  Progressive TG r a n d  A l l i a n c e , 
(APGA) and other 

political parties may soon 
become richer with some 
prominent members of  the the 
PDP set to dump the umbrella 
parties soon.

T h i s  d eve l o p m e n t  i s 
resultant from the alleged 
plans to impose Prof  Uche 
Ikonne  as  the  pre fer red 
candidate of  the PDP as well 
as the use of  the disputed 3-
man delegates for last Sunday's 
primary elections for House of  
Representatives and State 
House of  Assembly.

Also, the results of  last 
Sunday's primary elections 
which saw some popular and 
grassroots politicians like Hon 
Ginger  Onwusibe losing 
woefully to a less known 
p o l i t i c i a n ,  h a s  f u r t h e r 
quickened the vehicle of  mass 
exodus of  some top politicians 
from the PDP.

To this end, APGA has 
intensified efforts to capture 
Senate Minority Leader, 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, Hon 
Ginger Onwusibe and other 
grassroots politicians in PDP 
who are dissatisfied with 

events in their party.
This strategy, according 

to  an ins ide  source  in 
APGA, is to help the cork 
party to capture Abia State 
in 2023, reaping from PDP's 
crises.

S o  f a r,  t h e  h i g h e s t 
ranking officer in APGA in 
the State, Hon Obinna Ichita 
has paid a visit to Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe and 
urged him to join APGA.

Ichita, who represents 
Aba South constituency in 
A b i a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly told Abaribe to 
join APGA's crusade to 
enthrone good leadership in 
Abia.

Earlier before now, Prof  
Greg Ibe, the founder of  
Gregory University, Uturu 
had dumped PDP for APGA 
to realise his guber ambition, 
after it appeared that Prof  
U c h e  I k o n n e  wa s  t h e 
preferred candidate of  his 
former party.

During last Sunday's 
primary elections, Hon 
Ginger Onwusibe, a former 
LGA Chairman of  Isiala 
Ngwa North in Abia State 
and presently the member 
representing Isiala Ngwa 
N o r t h  i n  t h e  S t a t e 

legislature,  lost  his re-
election bid to Ugochukwu 
Iheonunekwu, a retired 
federal security personnel.

His loss has become a 
star story in the State as he 
shockingly scored only 3 
votes while the winner got 27 
votes to emerge PDP's 
candidate for the House of  
Assembly seat.

Popularly known as 
Otawike (The Task Force), 
Ginger  commands  the 
second largest  base of  
grassroots followers in Ngwa 
sub region politics after 
Senator Enyinnaya Abaribe.

S e n a t o r  E n y i n n aya 
Abaribe on the other hand, is 
known as Ala Asaala (The 
land is wide) in Abia State 
politics and  is also reputed 
to control the largest base of  
grassroots mobilisation in 
Ngwa nation, a capacity that 
has seen him remain in 
power since 1999 till date.

Chigozie  Awom, media 
officer of  Abaribe said his 
boss was yet to make a 
pronouncement about his 
next step.

The impending exit of  
these figures, coupled with 
the unresolved zoning issues 
in the  is expected to shake its 

foundations and hand over 
victory to opposition parties, 
unless the crises are solved 
soon.

But a source inside PDP 
Secretariat in Umuahia 
assured that the party has the 
mechanism to reconcile 
winners with losers.

The party official urged 
all losers to accept defeat and 
support the winners to 
victory, in the interest of  
party loyalty and unity.

Meanwhile, the Speaker 
of  Abia State House of  
Assembly, Hon Chinedum 
Orji has won the ticket to 
c o n t e s t  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives seat for 
PDP.

He scored 86 votes to 
defeat his closest rival, Chief  
Obi Aguocha, the President-
general of  Ohuhu Welfare 
Union wor ldwide  who 
scored only 8 votes.

Pa s t o r  U g o c h u k w u 
Uchegbu of  Winners chapel 
Church defeated Mr Eze 
O k w u l e h i e  a n d  o t h e r 
a s p i r a n t s  t o  w i n  t h e 
Umuahia Central House of  
Assembly seat while Mr 
Kelechi  Nwakodo won 
Umuahia East seat.

Jerry Uzosike won a 

return ticket to contest 
Umuahia South Seat while 
Val Nnenna won Ohafia 
South.

Mandela Obasi won a 
return ticket to go the House 
to represent Ohafia North 
for the third time while 
Chief  Raymond Onyinyechi 
Ofoegbu won the Umuahia 
North constituency ticket.

Erondu Erondu Jr won 
the Obingwa West PDP  
Wes t  t i cke t ,  de fea t ing 
Enyinnaya Appolos, former 
Chief  Press Secretary to 
Governor Ikpeazu.

N e w s  E c h o,  w h i c h 
monitored some of  the 
primary elections, gathered 
that the exercises were 
mostly free of  violence but 
not free from complaints.

However, in most of  the 
contests like in Abriba, 
Umuahia Nor th,  Isiala 
N g w a  N o r t h ,  s o m e 
opponents to the winners 
alleged that they were not 
satisfied with the process 
that produced the winners, 
especially the controversial 
3-man delegates' lists which 
they blamed for their defeat.

Abaribe, Onwusibe may join APGA,
others as  PDP'S crisis continue
...Abia Speaker wins Reps Seat

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Abaribe Onwusibe
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 PDP governorship 

Aaspirant, Dr Sunday 
Opoke has pledged to 

diversify Ebonyi economy 
through wealth creation and 
employment opportunities if  
elected as governor of  the state.

Opoke who stated this in 
Abakal iki  whi le  br ie f ing 
jour nal i s t s  sa id  that  h i s 
administration would ensure 
economic empowerment for 
the people of  the state.

Opoke who is the former 
General Manager of  Ebonyi 
State Rural Water Supply and 
S a n i t a t i o n  A ge n c y  a l s o 
pledged to industrialized the 
State and address the incessant 
communal clashes.

"If  I came on board as 
governor of  Ebonyi State, I will 
use what we have to create 
wealth. I will industrialize the 
s t a t e .  W h e n  I  s a i d 
industrialization, just like a lot 
of  politicians are promising to 
industrialize this state, we 
should ask them what type of  
industrialization are they 
talking about? I'm talking 
about production, processing, 
and packaging. It's a type of  
industrialisation I'm talking 
about" 

"In production, every local 
government should have a 
product of  its own produces 
only by itself  in Nigeria. So that 
people can come from far and 
near for the product. If  every 
local government has two or 
th ree  f ac to r i e s  which  i t 
specializes on, even if  it's 
within the South East region of  
Nigeria, it's still a very big 
business". 

"For instance, in Ebonyi 
State as an Earth scientist, we 
have a lot of  solid minerals, like 
lead, zinc, limestone, and 
many more. If  we have an 
electronic company or battery 
producing company in Ebonyi 
State, it's going to be a good 
business because the battery is 
produced from lead, and we 
h a v e  e n o u g h  o f  t h e s e 
resources, we have the industry 
domesticated in Ebonyi State". 

"My idea is that if  we bring 
in the industries that can access 
local materials and with that 
unemployment will be a thing 
of  the past".

"For me, when I say, wealth 
creation, we should think of  

building a system where people 
don't need government. The 
government should be run by 
those who have no opportunity 
in other sectors. In developed 
nations, people that work for 
the government are those who 
have no opportunity in other 
sectors. But we have industries 
and factories where you work 
a n d  ge n e r a t e  we a l t h  b y 
yourself. There will be no need 
for seeking a government-paid 

job. It's only the poor people 
who work for the government 
but in this place, everything is 
centered on the government. 
W e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e 
decentralised by doing a lot of  
things to make sure people 
d o n ' t  d e p e n d  o n  t h e 
government alone".

"Why people especially the 
youths are manipulated into 
thuggery and a lot of  vices is 
because they depend on the 

government. Any economy 
that is government based is 
poor. The economy people 
propose for now is PPP - 
Private Public Partnership 
Driven Economy - where 
private people are allowed to 
operate, with the government 
( p u b l i c )   a n d  t h e n  t h e 
legislation will be directing 
everybody.  This is because the 
government has no business in 
doing business, but to direct 

according to the legislation". 
"What do I mean that 

government has no business in 
d o i n g  b u s i n e s s ?  I f  t h e 
government wants to dig 
boreholes and build this and 
that, we should be able to know 
that government is not good at 
management". 

"Production – this is the 
aspect of  industrialisation we 
are talking about. When we 
talk about processing and 
p a c k a g i n g ,  w e  h a v e 
agricultural products and we 
know 80 or 90 per cent of  farms 
in Ebonyi.  We have raw 
m a t e r i a l s  -  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
products  should  be  wel l 
processed and packaged for 
exportation. Or we bring such 
companies that  focus on 
processing and packaging, it's 
going be a very big industry so 
that those who are into farming 
and other different aspects of  
the agricultural business will 
benefit".

"Other areas, we are going 
to look at are the communal 
clashes, that are happening 
here and there. It has truncated 
our peace. What are we going 
to do, to make people live 
peacefully? Do you know the 
causes  of  the communal 
clashes? When people are 
ideal, not well engaged in 
handling boundaries not well 
defined, when people are not 
al lowed to exercise their 
cultural rights, and there are 
interferences. We are going to 
look at this area because any 
moment a communal clash 
breaks out, you will not know 
whom it will affect".

"There are so many areas 
we have a lot of  things to do but 
we have a big plan to ensure the 
lifestyles of  people in Ebonyi 
will change under my watch. 
We are going to share the 
people into three lifestyles. 
People will live within day 
lifestyle, some in night lifestyle 
and others live the mixed 
lifestyle".

"We are going to have 
industries working here the day 
and night, if  anybody came 
from China, Morocco or 
Singapore, to establish a 
company, we must tell the 
person, it must be day and 
night. If  you can't run your 
factory day and night, please 
don't come to Ebonyi, because 
there will be traffic both during 
the day and night hours".

2013: PDP aspirant promises to create wealth,
business opportunities for Ebonyi people
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

Opoke

For me, when I say, wealth creation, we should think of  
building a system where people don't need government. The 
government should be run by those who have no opportunity 

in other sectors. In developed nations, people that work for the 
government are those who have no opportunity in other 

sectors. But we have industries and factories where you work 
and generate wealth by yourself. There will be no need for 

seeking a government-paid job. It's only the poor people who 
work for the government but in this place, everything is 

centered on the government. We are going to be decentralised 
by doing a lot of  things to make sure people don't depend on 

the government alone

“



Ugwuanyi, Ekweremadu war rages
over PDP primaries in Enugu 
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he heat is literally at its Tzenith in Enugu State as 
s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e 

former Deputy President of  the 
Senate and Governorship 
A s p i r a n t ,  S e n a t o r  I k e 
Ekweremadu and loyalists of  
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
battle for the soul of  the Coal 
City State ahead of  the 2023 
general elections. 

Political checks reveal that 
tension began to build up in the 
state immediately Senator 
Ekweremadu, two years ago, 
publicly announced that he was 
not returning to the Senate after 
2023, saying that only God will 
d i r e c t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l 
advancement. 

It was learnt that since 
Ekweremadu's proclamation, 
there has been shivering in 
government cycle in Enugu, 
prompting the former governor 
of  the state, Dr Chimaroke 
N n a m a n i ,  p r e s e n t l y 
re present ing  Enugu-Eas t 
Senatorial Zone at the Senate to 
hurriedly pay a solidarity visit 
to Governor Ugwuanyi at 
Government House, Enugu 
where the incumbent was asked 
to lead the "Ebeano political 
family" and direct where the 
pendulum will swing to in next 
political dispensation. 

G o v e r n o r  U g w u a n y i 
willingly accepted the offer of  
Ebeano leadership and began 
to search for his successor 
which he has kept to his chest 
up to the time of  going to press. 

Although sources close to 
Governor Ugwuanyi said his 
body language suggest he may 
anoint either Chief  Peter Mba 
or Hon. Chijioke Edeoga. 

I n d e e d ,  E k we r e m a d u 
began to top political discourse 
in Enugu politics and beyond as 
the first move by Governor 
Ugwuanyi's loyalists was to 
embark on zonal rallies held in 
the three senatorial zones. They 
were held in Nsukka (Enugu 
North) Enugu (Enugu-East) 
Awgu (Enugu West

During the rallies, rotation 
of  governorship was played up 
with Senator Ekweremadu as 
their prime target. The sin of  
the Mpu born politician is that 
merit should be allowed to 
de ter mine  who succeeds 
Governor Ugwuanyi in 2023.

Following the discordant 
tones in Ebeano political 
dynasty over the zonal system, 
it became a fight for the strong 

which has consequently led to 
the current impasse in People's 
Democrat ic  Par ty  (PDP) 
primaries beginning from the 
ward level. 

Apparently to dislodge 
Ekweremadu 's camp, ahead of  
the primaries, a meeting of  
gubernatorial aspirants was 
held last Saturday at Nike Lake, 
E n u g u   e x c l u d i n g 
Ekweremadu. 

It was learnt that in the 
gathering which was at the 
auspices of  a traditional ruler, 
termed, "Peace Accord" fifteen 
gubernatorial aspirants signed 
a  M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
understanding (MoU) to allow 
Governor Ugwuanyi to anoint 
his successor among them. 

B u t  t h e  f l a n k  o f  
Ekweremadu seems to be 
growing as despite the power of  
i n c u m b e n c y,  t h e r e  we r e 
parallel primaries in the state 
last Sunday with both factions 
of  Governor Ugwuanyi and 
Senator Ekweremadu claiming 
victorious. 

Prior to the last Sunday 
primaries, reports had it both 
camps have pending cases 
before different courts seeking 
authentication of  the parallel 
t h r e e - m a n  d e l e g a t e s ' 
congresses which commenced 
the process of  the party's 
primary elections.

However, none of  the cases 
before the courts has been 
decided, even though the 
governor's group had claimed 
that it secured an interim 
injunction in support of  their 
factional congresses.

Senator Ekweremadu "s 
faction is insisting that it 
adhered strictly to the party's 
guidelines for the conduct of  
the ward congresses held in 
various wards in the state as 
scheduled.

The loyalists to the former 
deputy president of  the senate 
alleged that the governor's 
faction merely compiled the 
delegates' list at a hotel near 
Government House, Enugu 
four days before the primary 

and handed it over to the 
c o n g r e s s  p a n e l  w i t h o u t 
conducting the exercise in the 
wards.

B u t  t h e  E l e c t o r a l 
Commi t t ee s  s en t  by  the 
National Working Committee 
(NWC) of  the party to conduct 
State Assembly and Federal 
House of  Representatives 
Primary Elections in Enugu 
State on Sunday had expressed 
satisfaction with the exercises, 
which  they  descr ibed  as 
peaceful, transparent and 

It was observed that the 
primaries held last Sunday 
were characterized by protest in 
most centres over the delegates' 
list as the electorate was divided 
over which list of  delegates to 
use for the conduct of  the 
election.

There were also alleged 
manipulations, intimidation, 
and heavy presence of  security 
operatives including police and 
soldiers, who in most polling 
centers did not allow the 
recording of  the primary 
election, which resulted in the 
conduct of  parallel primaries in 
most places.

T h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e 
Ekweremadu faction so far 
indicated that, for State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Chinedu 
Okwu was declared winner of  
the Aninri State Constituency 
PDP primary election while 
Hon. Sunday Okafor and 
E g w u o n w u  O b a s i  w e r e 
declared winners of  Awgu 
N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  S t a t e 
Constituencies, respectively. 
Sunday Umeha was returned 
fo r  Udi/Ezeagu  Federa l 
Constituency.

I n  U z o  U w a n i  S t a t e 
C o n s t i t u e n c y,  D r.  B a t h 
Nwankwo was elected, while 
Engr. Jude Asogwa was elected 
t h e  f l a g - b e a r e r  f o r 
N s u k k a / I g b o e z e  S o u t h 
Federal Constituency.

In Enugu East Urban State 
Constituency, Hon. Osita 
Okoh was also declared winner.

In Enugu West senatorial 
zone which Ekweremadu 
r e p r e s e n t s ,  t h e  p r i m a r y 
elections for Awgu North and 
A w g u  S o u t h  S t a t e 
constituencies as well as the 
A n i n r i / Aw g u / O j i  R ive r 
Federal Constituency were 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  h e av y 
violence, including sporadic 
shootings, and tear gassing of  
delegates.

Further checks show that 
identification of  delegates was 
marred by al legations of  

impersonation, while delegates 
were at a point driven out and 
tear-gassed out of  the hall by 
policemen allegedly working 
for the governor's camp.

Also, whereas, the PDP 
chairmen for Oji River and 
Aninri were allowed to identify 
their authentic delegates, the 
Chairman of  the party in 
Awgu, Hon. Okey Udeh, was 
not allowed to do so for Awgu 
despite several protests.

There were allegations that 
unauthentic delegates were 
smuggled into the venue. For 
instance, it was alleged that a 
lady was smuggled in to stand 
in for Mrs. Sopulibe, wife of  the 
Deputy Chairman Oji River 
Local Government Area.

Reacting to the violence 
e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
exercise, the Deputy Minority 
Leader  o f  the  House  o f  
Re p r e s e n t a t i ve s  a n d  a n 
asp i rant  fo r  the  PDP in 
A n i n r i / Aw g u / O j i  R ive r 
Federal Constituency, Hon. 
Toby Okechukwu, described 
the exercise as “a comedy of  
errors”.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
o b s e r v i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
democracy in the process was 
more impor tant than the 
outcome, stressing that “when 
something as basic as delegates' 
identification is flawed and 
skewed, and when an exercise 
as important as a primary 
election is marred by violence, 
then we cannot accept it.”

As at press time, both the 
governor and Ekweremadu 
camps have produced their 
respective lists of  winners in the 
various state constituencies, for 
onward transmission to the 
PDP national headquarters.

I f  t h e  c l a i m s  b y 
Ekweremadu's camp that the 
state chapter of  the PDP led by 
Augustine Nnamani forged 
party's receipts ahead of  the 
p r i m a r i e s  h o l d  w a t e r , 
invariably there may be huge 
t r o u b l e  f o r  G o v e r n o r 
Ugwuanyi's flank.

Be that as it may, whatever 

primaries PDP aimed to have 

done in Enugu is subject to the 

c o u r t  j u d g m e n t  o n  t h e 

contentious PDP three-man 

adhoc delegates, which was 

f i x e d  f o r  2 7 t h  M a y  a s 

ordinarily, PDP ought not to 

have attempted to conduct 

primary election in Enugu 

State in the first instance.

By Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

Ekweremadu

Ugwuanyi
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Communities shielding gunmen 
activities in Anambra - Police allege
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Anambra State 
Commissioner of 
Police, CP Echeng 

Echeng, has alleged that 
Communities in Anambra 
state are shielding the peo-
ple suspected to be gunmen 
and their barbaric activi-
ties in their various areas.

He said the gunmen are 
waxing more stronger in 
Anambra and the entire 
South East region, to de-
stroy, kidnapped and killed 
in the rural areas because 
leaders in the affected 
communities are afraid to 
make available, the iden-
tities of this killers living 
with them to the securi-
ty authorities on time for 
prompt action.

He also raised the alarm 
over targeted attacks on 
non-indigenes resident in 
Anambra State, by the gun-
men.

He urged the Traditional 
rulers, President Generals, 
Youth leaders, women lead-
ers and market leaders in 
all the 181 communities to 
support the Police and oth-
er law enforcement agencies 
with relevant information, 
regard to the activities of  

the gunmen, if  the act must 
stop, citing lack of  timely 
information to the Police, as 
one of  the factors, responsi-
ble for the escalation of  the 
situation in the state.

The CP disclosed this 
while addressing Jour-
nalists at the state Police 
Headquarters Amawobia, 
on Monday, in reaction to 
the gruesome murder of  the 
Anambra Lawmaker, late 
Honourable Okechukwu 
Okoye, who was kidnapped 
and killed alongside his 
aide, Late Cyril Chiegboka 
on 15th May, 2022 in Agua-
ta local government area of  
the state.

On whether a ransom 
was paid for the release of  
the fallen Lawmaker, the 
Commissioner, said the 
Command under his watch 
is not aware of  that.

“I am not aware, whether 
a ransom was paid for the 
Lawmaker release before he 
was beheaded.

The major challenge Po-
lice is having in the fight 
against the gunmen in An-
ambra State, is that resident, 
specially, community leaders 
in the affected areas are not 
given information about the 
identities of  this killer men 
to us. And the state Vigilan-

Presidential aspirant Peter Obi (2nd left) with his strategy team in Abuja after his meeting with British political-------
business class in London.

Anambra govt debunks 
mischievious 20 point
agenda circulating online
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state govern-
ment has debunked 
a false rumour ped-

dling on social media about 
Prof  Soludo 20 point agen-
da authored by one Choco 
Nwaigbo (Esq.).

A statement signed by the 
Press Secretary to the Gov-
ernor of  Anambra State, 
Christian Aburime and 
made available to journalist 
in Awka on Tuesday said 
“Our attention has been 
drawn to a mischievous 
20-point agenda circulating 
on some social media han-
dles, authored by one Choco 
Nwaigbo esq, who also ap-
propriated to himself, the 
position of  Special Remote 
Adviser to the governor on 
security matter”.

“The 20-point agenda 
purportedly tagged “Solu-
do Solution” is a fictitious 
write-up that was not au-
thorised or emanated from 
Governor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo or any of  the 
government agencies”.

According to the state-
ment, “It is purely a figment 

of  the author’s imagination 
and certainly not from the 
Government of  Anambra 
State. There are designated 
channels for any informa-
tion from the government 
meant for the public”.

The public is kindly ad-
vised to disregard the said 
20-point agenda as a fake 
write-up.

South East bleeding, unknown
gunmen are terrorists 
– Moghalu on murder of  Anambra lawmaker

A
frican Democrat-
ic Congress, ADC, 
presidential aspir-

ant, Kingsley Moghalu, has 
described the activities of  
unknown gunmen in the 
Southeast as terrorism.

Moghalu, who was react-
ing to the murder of  a mem-
ber of  the Anambra State 
House of  Assembly, Oke-
chukwu Okoye, by unknown 
gunmen, stressed that the 
Southeast is bleeding.

te is not also helping matters 
because they are compro-
mise in their responsibilities.

The narrative that the 
gunmen are Fulani herders 
‘is not true’ the people oper-
ating as gunmen are Igbos. 
“We are taking the fight to 
the gunmen hideout. We 
are going to confront them. 
We will make the state un-

comfortable for them and 
other criminal elements. 
And before the end of  this 
week, there will be a possi-
ble breakthrough, Echeng 
stressed.

“I will also like to seize 
this opportunity to condemn 
in the strongest terms possi-
ble the mindless attacks on 
non-indigenes resident in 

the state. I call on all leaders 
of  thought to do all within 
their power to put an end to 
these targeted killings in the 
larger interest of  their people 
and the Nation as a whole.

 “I am assuring the good 
people of  Anambra that 
the Police on its part will 
do everything allowed by 
Law to bring perpetrators 

of  these killings to Justice. 
While commiserate with 
the family and kinsmen of  
the Lawmaker, the State 
House of  Assembly and the 
governor of  the state, Chuk-
wuma Soludo, on the tragic 
incident, the CP, said the 
headless body have been re-
covered for preservation and 
autopsy.

Gunmen had kidnapped 
the deceased, who represents 
Aguata II State constituency 
in Aguata, a few weeks ago.

But the police discovered 
Okoye’s head without a 
body on Saturday.

The lawmaker’s decapitat-
ed head was recovered at a 
motor park in Nnobi.

Reacting to the inci-
dent, Moghalu described 
Okoye’sOkoye’s murder as 
wicked and a condemnable 
crime.

In a series of  tweets, the 
presidential aspirant wrote: 
“The gruesome murder of  
Okechukwu Okoye, a mem-
ber of  the Anambra State 
House of  Assembly and the 
abduction of  his aide Chieg-
boka are utterly wicked and 
condemnable crimes.

“The activities of  so-called 
“Unknown Gunmen” in 
Southeast Nigeria constitute 
terrorism. SE is bleeding.

“We must end this reign of  
terror. It remains the respon-
sibility of  @NigeriaGov 
which is responsible for se-
curity, to do so. Life has be-
come so cheap in our coun-
try that a more fundamental, 
political leadership change 
must happen as soon as pos-
sible to restore our human 
dignity.”

Imo NDLEA raises alarm over increased drug intake

T
he National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, 
Imo State Command, 

has expressed concern over 
the high prevalence of  drug 
abuse and other related 
crimes in the state.

NDLEA said that the con-
sumption of  hard drugs in the 
state had doubled in the past 
six months in the state.

The state Commander, 
Reuben Ape, made the disclo-
sure at the conferment of  an 
Ambassadorial Award to an 
anti-hard drug crusader, Mike 
Ikeokwu, Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Boss Radio, Ower-
ri, in recognition of  his efforts 
in assisting the agency to fight 
drug intake.

Ape, who blamed the situ-

ation mainly on lack of  em-
ployment and human capaci-
ty development opportunities 
both in the state and across 
the country, urged stakehold-
ers in the state to partner in 
efforts aimed at tackling the 
menace.

He warned that if  actions 
were not taken urgently to 
curb the vice, the society 
would struggle to maintain 
sanity and stability, especially 
among the young people and 
future generations.

He said, “Today we are 
here to honour Mr. Mike Ike-
okwu for his fervent media 
campaign through his medi-
um, Boss Radio, against drug 
abuse and other related vices, 
especially among the youths 

in Imo State. From our re-
cords, Boss Radio runs a jin-
gle on this over 100 times per 
day and this for us deserves 
commendation.

“We are also aware that 
through his Havana Group 
of  Companies, over 500 of  
our youths are gainfully em-
ployed. I can tell you that 
most of  our youths who were 
lured or who engage in illic-
it drugs intake was because 
they are frustrated as a result 
of  lack of  meaningful source 
of  livelihood and economic 
stability.

“We at the NDLEA are 
seriously worried because in 
Imo, the rate of  illicit drugs 
intake has risen astronomical-
ly in recent times. So, we are 

also using this opportunity 
to call on the stakeholders to 
join us in this fight to save our 
society from this threat.

“They should emulate Mr. 
Mike Ikeokwu and other 
Nigerians who are genuinely 
committed to this fight be-
cause we need all hands on 
deck to get the desired result.”

Responding, Ikeokwu ap-
preciated the NDLEA for 
the recognition and assured 
of  his continued support and 
commitment for a better Ni-
geria and human society at 
large.

“Rest assured that we are 
very committed to this fight 
and we will do everything hu-
manly possible to make sure 
we win because when we 
win, Nigeria has won.”



News	Echo	  Wednesday 25 - Thursday 26 May, 2022                                        Page 13

News

A 
Coalition of  South-
east Youth Leaders 
has declared that it 

will no longer tolerate the 
incessant attacks on people, 
killings and destruction of  
property by any group of  
people.

The Coalition said hence-
forth, any attack by gunmen 
will be met with a commen-
surate counter-attack.

The youths, identified 
as Coalition of  South East 
Youth Leaders (COSEYL), 
declared fire for fire against 
gunmen killing people in 
Anambra State.

They also called on Gov-
ernor Charles Soludo to 
immediately form security 
guards in all the communi-
ties.

The coalition led by its 
President-General Good-
luck Ibem, in a statement 
condemned the gruesome 
murder of  a lawmaker, Oke-
chukwu Okoye.

The killing of  the lawmak-
er on Saturday, the massacre 
of  others on Sunday, and 
burning of  security vehicles 
and a police station, had 
heightened tension in the 
state.

The group said it would 
no longer fold its arms in the 
face of  gun attacks.

“The umbrella body of  
all the youth groups in the 
Southeast geopolitical zone 
condemns in strongest terms 
the gruesome murder of  
Hon. Okechukwu Okoye, 
member representing Agua-
ta 2 state constituency in 
Anambra State House of  

South East Youth leaders declare war
on perpetrators of violence

Assembly which is Gover-
nor Charles Soludo’s con-
stituency.

“There are 7 others 
among whom are a moth-
er and four of  her children 
killed at Isulo, Orumba 
North Local Government 
Area, while the remaining 
two happened at Abatete 
in Idemili North. Another 
man was killed at Nanka in 
Orumba North Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
State.

“It is very unfortunate 
that some criminals and 
hoodlums want to turn An-
ambra State and Igboland 
into a killing field, but their 
plot will be dead on arrival.

“The murder of  the law-
maker and seven others is a 
direct message to the Gov-
ernor and also a message 
by these criminals that they 
don’t want him to work for 
the release of  Nnamdi Kanu 
from DSS custody because 
his release will spoil their il-
licit business.

“We will no longer fold 
our arms and complain 
about the insecurity that has 
been brought to our door-
steps.

“Now is the time for all 
stakeholders, businessmen 
and women, youths, tradi-
tional rulers, and all those 
who have the interest of  
their home at heart to rise 
up and defend their homes 
and communities.

“We call on Governor 
Charles Soludo to immedi-
ately form “Anambra Youth 
Security Guard (AYSG)” 

The CP Echeng (middle) addressing Journalists at the state Police Headquarters Amawobia, on Monday,

2023 Elections: Seven political parties allegedly 
merge to form mega party

I
n a bid to put up a strong-
er fight against the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 

(APC) and frontline opposi-
tion Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), seven political par-
ties have joined forces ahead 
of  the upcoming 2023 general 
elections.

According to a commu-
nique on Monday, the coa-
lition said it took 15 months 
of  deliberations and agree-
ments, for the Allied Political 
Parties and the National Con-
sultative Front, comprising of  
6 parties, to decide to join 
forces with the Labour Party 
to present a joint Presidential 
Candidate for the 2023 polls.

A spokesperson for the 
National Consultative Front 
(NCFront), Ms Bello Bilik-
is, revealed that the formal 
endorsement of  the Labour 
Party by the ‘3rd Force’ 
Movement arose from recent 
meetings and activities of  sep-
arate political commissions 

of  the NLC and the TUC 
with their allies like the Femi 
Falana-led The Political Al-
ternative Movement (TPAM) 
and the Civil Society, towards 
repositioning the Labour Par-
ty as an “alternative platform 
for rescuing Nigeria ahead of  
the 2023 general elections.”

According to Ms Bilikis, 
the parties in the coalition are 
New Nigeria Peoples Party 
(NNPP), African Democrat-
ic Congress (ADC), Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), 
Allied Peoples Movement 
(APM), People’s Redemption 
Party (PRP), Labour Party 
(LP) and National Rescue 
Movement (NRM).

The spokesperson further 
stated that Prof  Attahiru Jega 
of  the People’s Redemption 
Party (PRP), Professor Pat 
Utomi of  the Labour Party 
and Senator Saidu Dansa-
dau of  the National Rescue 
Movement, are also on board 
with the arrangement and 

2023: Ugwuanyi, Nnamani win 
PDP senatorial tickets in Enugu 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

G
overnor of  Enugu 
State, Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi, has won the 

Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP)  ticket to contest the 
2023 Enugu North Senatorial 
zone election.

Also in the league of  win-
ners  was former  Governor 
of  Enugu State Senator Chi-
maroke Nnamani who  won 
Enugu-East senatorial zone 
ticket at the poll.

Ugwuanyi  picked the tick-
et at the primaries of  the PDP 
held on Tuesday at the Nsuk-
ka Township Stadium in 
Nsukka Local Government 
Area of  the state.

The Returning Officer, 
Yandev Ammabai, an-
nounced that Ugwuanyi 
polled 299 votes to defeat 
his closest rival, Eze God-
win who scored 16 votes 
while GodsMack Ugwu and 

Okanye Celestine recorded 
zero votes.

The primary election, 
which witnessed large turn-
out of  supporters of  all the 
aspirants, was conducted on 
Tuesday after it was shift-
ed from Monday due to the 
Mondays’ sit-at-home in the 
Southeast.

Senator  Nnamani who 
currently represents the Enu-
gu East  Senatorial Zone in 
the Upper House, defeated 
four others including the for-
mer Chief  of  Staff  in Enugu 
State, Mrs Ifeoma Nwobodo.

Nnamani won a landslide 
as he polled all the 243 votes 
cast by the delegates at the 
primary election held at Ag-
bani.

While Mrs Nwobodo was 
absent from the primary, an-
other contestant, Joshua Mba 
stepped down on the guise 
that he would not contest the 
election with Nnamani who 
he said is the leader of  Nkanu 
land.

have been instructed to build 
a Mega Electoral Alliance 
and also adopt of  a single line 
of  candidates among the sev-
en allied parties involved in 
the ‘3rd Force’ alliance talks 
for the 2023 elections.

 “With the novel synergy 
between the Labour Party 
and the NCFront, the con-
vening platform of  the 3rd 
Force Movement, which is 
also today the largest polit-
ical mass movement in the 
country, Nigerians can be rest 
assured that the glorious fu-
ture we all desire for our dear 
country, is now achievable 
by 2023, especially with the 
brewing implosion hovering 
over the ruling cartel of  APC 
and PDP, which will soon 
burst into unpreventable dis-
integration after their party 
primaries,” the communique 
partly read.

 “To this end, an inclusive 
Consensus Technical Com-
mittee to screen presidential 

candidates and other can-
didates of  ‘3rd Force’ allied 
Parties towards the adoption 
of  a single line of  candidates 
across all 2023 elections, is 
expected to be set up next 
month after the conclusion of  
all party primaries.”

Furthermore, Ms Bilikis 
noted in the brief  that the ‘3rd 
Force’ Mega Electoral Pact 
for the 2023 elections is pro-
posed around agreement on 
Labour Charter of  Demand, 
EndSARS Youths’ Demands 
and Constitutional Referen-
dum for Nigeria, among 
others to be agreed as terms 
of  the Alliance for the 2023 
elections.

According to her, the ‘3rd 
Force’ Coalition Leaders and 
Parties are expected to jointly 
address the nation sometime 
this week in a bid to announce 
the new agenda to save Nige-
ria from imminent collapse 
and anarchy foisted by the 
ruling parties in Nigeria.

and ensure that the security 
outfit is fully funded to se-
cure and protect their com-
munities.

“We want Governor Solu-
do to know that a war has 
been declared on him and 
his people and he has to re-
move his suit and tie to fight 
to defeat these hoodlums 
who have vowed to make 
his state ungovernable,” the 
group said.

The Southeast youth 
groups also declared war 
against gunmen activities in 
the five South East states.

The state police Com-

mand said its personnel 
have identified criminals’ 
hideouts in the State, dis-
missing the notion that per-
petrators of  heinous crimes 
are faceless.

“We will not spare any of  
them. Forget the narrative 
they push that they live in 
the forest; they create that 
impression, and then return 
to the communities where 
they live,” Police Commis-
sioner Echeng Echeng told 
reporters yesterday at Awka.

Echeng expressed anger 
that community residents 
shield gunmen.

Activities of  the arson-
ists went bezzare in recent 
weeks with the killings of  
a serving state lawmaker 
in Anambra, Okechukwu 
Okoye, member represent-
ing Aguata 2 state constit-
uency in Anambra State 
House of  Assembly and the 
kidnap of  Governor Solu-
do campaign director, Cyril 
Chiegboka in Aguata

Others include, the killing 
of  a mother with her four 
children at Isulo, Orumba 
North Local Government 
Area, with another two 
murder incidents at Abatete 

in Idemili North and Nan-
ka in Orumba North Local 
Government Area of  An-
ambra State.

Anambra State police 
commissioner, CP Echeng 
Echeng at a press confer-
ence, in Awka, reinforced 
the state command support 
for Governor Soludo to nip 
the arsonists activities in the 
bud in Anambra state.

CP Echeng solicited the 
cooperation of  the public 
to provide relevant informa-
tion that will assist the secu-
rity operatives to arrest the 
hoodlums.
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The Ukrainian city resisting 
Russian occupation

R
ussian forces met fierce 
resistance from residents 
when they arrived in the 
Southern Ukrainian city 

of  Melitopol in February.
Locals tried to block armoured 

vehicles as the convoy of  soldiers 
rolled in to occupy the city, and 
people flooded the streets waving 
Ukrainian flags.

When the Russians started crack-
ing down on the protesters, the re-
sistance movement was forced to 
evolve and new groups emerged.

Melitopol, according to the US-
based Institute for the Study of  War, 
is an area where partisan warfare 
has been active since at least the 
middle of  March.

Ukraine’s Military Intelligence 
Directorate has reported that from 
20 March to 12 April “partisans 
eliminated 70 Russian soldiers dur-
ing their night patrol”.

These groups are continuing to 
carry out attacks.

Last Wednesday a Russian ar-
moured train was reportedly de-
railed. Days earlier, two Russian sol-
diers were found dead in the street. 
Last month a bridge near Melitopol 
- used to deliver supplies to the Rus-
sian army - was blown up.

Ivan Fedorov, the mayor of  Meli-
topol, says these attacks were organ-
ised by partisan groups. “It’s the job 
of  our partisans, our secret services 
and our soldiers. They do this job 
together,” he tells the BBC.

Mr Fedorov himself  was abducted 
by Russian forces and later released 
as part of  a prisoner exchange.

The Russians are desperately try-
ing to crush all resistance. They are 
searching houses and detaining peo-
ple, residents say, often at random.

On 29 April, armed men in mili-
tary uniform with white armbands 
- the marking used by Russian sol-
diers - abducted Boris Kleshev, the 
head of  a local fire brigade in Meli-
topol.

For two weeks his relatives heard 
nothing about his whereabouts. A 
few days ago, a pro-Russian Tele-
gram channel posted a video show-
ing Mr Kleshev and other Ukrainian 
men admitting that they were shar-
ing information on Russian move-
ments with the Ukrainian military.

Service members of  the Ukrain-
ian armed forces, who surrendered 
at the besieged Azovstal steel mill in 
Mariupol, sit in a bus upon their ar-
rival under escort of  the pro-Russian 
military in the settlement of  Oleniv-
ka in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, 
May 20, 2022. REUTERS/Alexan-
der Ermochenko

Mr Kleshev was speaking with a 
low voice, clearly under duress. But 
even if  it looked like a forced con-
fession, those who made the video 
were unlikely to have cared - their 
aim is to break the resistance spread-
ing through Melitopol.

These resistance groups, however, 
are only a small part of  the move-
ment.

“Ninety per cent of  Melitopol res-
idents are now partisans and they re-
sist in their own way,” says Svitlana 
Zalizetska, a local journalist.

“Some people just stare at the 
Russian soldiers with hatred. Others 
sing patriotic songs at night. Some 
people hang posters in the street with 
Ukrainian flags,” she says, adding 
that some also pass on information 
about Russian military movements.

At the start of  the invasion in Feb-
ruary, Melitopol residents organised 

Melitopol, a small city in South-Eastern Ukraine, was one of the �rst to fall to the Russians.
South African paraglider makes
1st legal flight off Everest

A
South African paraglider 
has made the first legal 
flight off  Mount Everest, 
an expedition organis-

er said Tuesday, opening doors for 
“climb and fly” adventurers on the 
world’s highest mountain.

Pierre Carter, 55, leapt off  near 
the summit at an altitude of  nearly 
8,000 metres (26,247 feet) last week, 
cruising above the Himalayas as oth-
er mountaineers descended on foot. 

Carter flew down at a top speed 
of  80 kilometres (50 miles) per hour, 
taking only 20 minutes to land near 
the small settlement of  Gorakshep 
at 5,164 metres. 

“It was a beautiful flight down. 
Above the clouds and then through 
the clouds and down,” Carter told 
AFP. Weather conditions dissuad-
ed Carter from climbing all the way 
to the top of  Everest’s 8,849-me-
tre (29,032-foot) summit before 
his flight from the South Col ridge 
around noon.

“Once you’re in the air it is all 
relative,” Carter said. “But the take 
off ’s always difficult the higher you 
are... your glider doesn’t want to fly 
as easily.”

Carter began climbing as a teen-
ager and soon became interested in 
paragliding. 

Since 2005, he has flown off  five 
of  the seven mountains that make 
up the tallest summits on their re-
spective continents, beginning with 
Russia’s Mount Elbrus.

Carter reached the summit of  
Alaska’s Denali in 2016 but was 
not permitted to fly. He next aims 
to repeat the feat off  Mount Vinson 
in Antarctica. There have been only 
three recorded flights off  Everest, all 
without government permits. 

French alpinist and pilot Jean-
Marc Boivin was the first person 
to paraglide down from Everest in 
1988.  A French couple made a tan-
dem flight from the summit in 2001 
in a feat that was repeated a decade 
later by a pair of  Nepali climbers. 

“This is the first time Nepal has 
issued a flight permit on its moun-
tains,” Dawa Steven Sherpa of  
Asian Trekking told AFP.

Sherpa said he expected more 
climbers to follow Carter next sea-
son, now that Nepali authorities 
have shown a willingness to permit 
flights off  the Himalayas. The Queen of England

mass protests against the Russian ar-
my’s presence. People regularly took 
to the streets with Ukrainian flags, 
chanting: “Melitopol is Ukraine.”

“Russian forces were truly shocked 
to see that the local population was 
not happy to see them. Those sol-
diers really believed that they were 
liberators,” says Iryna (not her real 
name), who lives in Melitopol.

A few weeks after the invasion, 
police from Rosgvardia - Russia’s 
national guard - arrived to crack 
down on the protests. They started 
dispersing crowds and detaining ac-
tivists.

But Russian troops appear to un-
derstand that defeating the resist-
ance here requires more than just 
stopping the rallies.

Unlike other regions occupied by 

Russian forces, the military in Meli-
topol have been trying to win peo-
ple’s hearts and minds. “We have 
the brand of  ‘polite people’”, Iryna 
jokes, referring to the term used 
to describe Russian soldiers when 
Moscow annexed Crimea in 2014.

“These are ordinary guys who 
look like us and try to be nice,” she 
explains. “They help elderly women 
and show that they care about peo-
ple. But they can’t realise that it was 
them who created all these troubles 
and that our people didn’t beg for 
help before.”

In order to create a perception of  
normality, the Russian forces try to 
silence anyone who openly opposes 
them.

Svitlana Zalizetska, who used to 
run a popular news website, was 

pressured to co-operate with the new 
authorities appointed by the Russian 
military. She refused. When the 
mayor, Mr Fedorov, was abducted, 
Svitlana realised she could be next. 
She later escaped into territory con-
trolled by Ukrainian forces.

Then, Russian officers started 
threatening her family. “First they 
wanted to destroy the website. They 
failed,” she says. “Then they tried to 
capture me. They failed again. Then 
they detained my father and took 
him hostage to make me come back, 
and gain control over the website.”

Only when she publicly acknowl-
edged that she no longer owned the 
website and stopped writing for it, 
they released her father.

The Russian army is mobilising 
resources to change the pro-Ukrain-
ian views of  the population in Meli-
topol. They desperately want to get 
schools, shops and businesses to 
reopen with the aim of  presenting 
Russian rule as a positive step.

And the longer the occupation 
lasts, the harder it is for people to 
resist. Some residents, with no funds 
left to feed their families, are return-
ing to work - even if  it implies sup-

Royals take in Ukrainian refugees
A

s the Ukraine war rages 
on, more and more royals 
are showing their willing-

ness to help. Now it has even come 
out that refugees are living in the 
Queen’s real estate.

As the Ukraine war rages on, 
more and more royals are show-
ing their willingness to help. Now 
it has even come out that refugees 
are living in the Queen’s real estate.

There are refugees from Ukraine 
all over EuropeIn Great Britain, 
they are sometimes housed in royal 
housesLearn more about the situa-
tion below

The war in Ukraine is current-
ly shaking the entire world. On 
February 24, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin launched an attack 
on the neighboring country.

Many stars and royals are show-
ing their support for Ukraine with 
financial aid or donations of  im-
portant relief  supplies.

The British royals are also help-
ing to find accommodation for 
some of  the refugees and are even 

taking some in - at the Queen’s 
home.

As The Sun reports, the royal 
family is making many of  their 
properties available across the 
country, including on the Queen’s 
Balmoral estate.

“All royal households have been 
involved in helping find accommo-
dation for refugees”, the newspa-
per claims to have learned from an 
insider.

The Sun goes on to report 
that senior Buckingham 
Palace sources declined to 
reveal where the Ukrainian 
refugees are being held to 
protect their identities and 
safety.

What is certain, howev-
er, is that due to “security 
implications”, the refugees 
are not housed in palaces 
or with the royals them-
selves. The Crown Estates 
own around 8,000 proper-
ties and businesses in Eng-
land and Wales.

When around 50,000 Ukraini-
ans arrived in Britain, the royals 
decided to offer some of  the prop-
erties for them to live in. Some 
British royals openly show that 
they stand by Ukraine. Queen 
Elizabeth II donated money to 
Ukraine, as did Prince Charles and 
Duchess Camilla.

They also use hidden symbols 
to show their concern and willing-
ness to help, such as their clothing. 



h e  C h r i s t i a n TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
N i g e r i a  ( C A N ) , 

Kaduna State has lamented 
the massacre of  Fatima, her 
unbor n chi ld and four 
children by criminals and 
terrorists in Anambra as a 
dangerous omen for the 
sustenance of  Nigeria's 
peace and unity.

A statement by Rev. 
John Joseph Hayab, CAN 
Chairman in Kaduna said, 
“CAN see the massacre of  
Fatima, her unborn child 
a n d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  b y 
criminals and terrorists in 
A n a m b r a  a s  b a d  f o r 
Nigeria's peace and unity.”

The Christian body said 
it read the story of  the killing 
w i t h  s a d n e s s  a n d 
disappointment, noting the 
extent to which evil activities 
h ave  ex p a n d e d  i n  t h e 

n Ikeja Domestic 

AViolence and Sexual 
O f f e n c e s  C o u r t 

s en tenced  a  d i smi s sed 
policeman, Mohammed 
Alidu, to life imprisonment 
for defiling a nine-year-old 
school  g i r l  in  a  pol ice 
barracks. 

Justice Abiola Soladoye, 
in her judgment, held that 
Alidu was a disgrace to the 
police because he failed to 
uphold law and order and 
went about frolicking with an 
underage girl. 

According to reports, 
Soladoye held that  the 
p r o s e c u t i o n  h a d 
convincingly proved the 
charge of  defilement against 
the convict beyond any 
reasonable doubt. 

She said the survivors' 
e v i d e n c e  w a s  f u l l y 
corroborated by the medical 
evidence.

“The evidence of  the 
survivor is the most credible 
evidence in identifying the 
perpetrator. 

“The vivid and oral 
testimony of  the survivor 
sat is f ies  the cour t  that 
prosecution has proved every 
inch of  the ingredients. 

“He is a disgrace to the 
entire police because he 
failed to uphold law and 
order as he went on a frolic of  
his own by engaging in a 
bizarre and irresponsible 
b e h av i o u r  t u r n i n g  t h e 
barracks into a sex den. 

“It is most chilling. The 
d e f e n d a n t  i s  h e r e b y 
s e n t e n c e d  t o  l i f e 
imprisonment without the 
option of  a fine. 

“He should have his 
name entered in the Sex 

Offenders Register of  the 
Lagos State Government,” 
the judge added. 

It was reported that four 
witnesses testified against 
Alidu in the trial. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
p r o s e c u t i o n  t e a m ,  M r 
O l u s o l a  S o n e y e ,  M r s 
Olufunke Adegoke and Ms 
Abimbola Abolade, Alidu 
committed the offence on 
June 29, 2018 on Makinde 
Po l i ce  Bar racks  Road , 
Mafoluku, Oshodi.

The prosecution said 

he Nigerian Navy TNNS Pathfinder, on 
Tuesday,  sa id  i t s 

operatives have rescued 
seven kidnapped victims 
who were taken hostage 
a long  R ive r s/  Baye l sa 
waterways.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
T u e s d a y  b y  t h e  B a s e 
C o m m a n d e r  N N S 
Pathfinder in Port Harcourt, 
C o m m o d o r e  S u l e i m a n 
Ibrahim,  sa id  tha t  the 
abduction of  the victims was 
masterminded by one Victor 
Padi.

According to him, the 
victims were travelling from 
Bonny to Port Harcourt 
before they were abducted.

He said on the 10th of  
May 2022, they had an ugly 
incident of  kidnapping 
where some passengers who 
were on a commercial boat 
from Bonny to Port Harcourt 
were intercepted by pirates 
and were taken captive to an 
unknown location.

According to him, as 

soon as the information got 
a c r o s s  t o  t h e m ,  t h e y 
m o b i l i s e d  a n d  s t a r t e d 
tracking to identify who 
actually committed this 
crime

He said after a series of  
i nve s t i g a t i o n s ,  i t  wa s 
discovered that one Victor 
Padi was the mastermind of  
the criminal act. From there, 
we moved and stormed his 
camp but unfortunately by 
the time they got to the camp 
he  had rea l located  his 
victims.

He said after several 
collaborations with other 
partners, they discovered 
that he had relocated to 
Bayelsa State.

According to him, they 
immediately mobilized from 
Rivers State and collaborated 
with their base in Bayelsa 
and stormed the camp where 
he relocated the victims.

He further moved them 
because he understands the 
terrain very well.

He said when they got to 

the second location, they 
mounted pressure on him 
and an ultimatum was given 
to his collaborators as God 
would have it, on the 21st of  
midnight May, 2022, the 
v i c t i m s  w e r e  r e s c u e d 
unharmed.

He said that troops of  the 
Nigerian Navy deactivated 

 5 9 - y e a r - o l d 

Af a r m e r , 
A b d u l G a n i u 

Mohammed was Tuesday 
sent to the custodian facility 
for the al leged sexual 
assault of  a minor.

According to the Police 
First Information Report 
(FIR), one AbdulGafar 
Mohammed reported that 
the defendant allegedly 
defiled his younger sister.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t 

allegedly inserted his finger 
into the victim's private 
part, claiming he wanted to 
know the cause of  her bed-
wetting.

According to reports, 
the defendant allegedly 
took undue advantage of  
the victim and deceitfully 
had carnal knowledge of  
her without her consent.

T h e  p r o s e c u t o r , 
Zacchaeus Folorunsho, 
informed the court that the 

case was not ordinarily 
bailable.

He further argued that 
granting the defendant bail 
would hamper the course 
of  justice.

T r i a l  M a g i s t r a t e 
Muhammad Dansuki, who 
presided over the matter, 
ordered the remand of  the 
d e f e n d a n t  i n  t h e 
Correctional facility while 
the matter was adjourned 
till the 6th of  June, 2022.

t h e  t wo  c a m p s  o f  t h e 
mastermind of  the abduction 
saying that efforts are on top 
gear to arrest him.

He said the rescued 
victims will be handed over 
to their families after a 
t h o r o u g h  m e d i c a l 
examination to ascertain 
their state of  health.

He assured residents of  
Rivers State who transit 
through the waterways of  
their safety, saying that the 
Nigerian Navy will continue 
to police the waterways to 
enable residents to go about 
their legitimate businesses.

Alidu grabbed the survivor 
into a wooden house on her 
way to school and defiled her. 

They submitted that the 
defendant was apprehended 
after the survivor reported 
the case at a police station. 

The prosecutors said the 
defendant confessed to 
defiling the survivor, blaming 
it on the devil, but later 
denied it as an afterthought.

The pol ice  sa id  the 

offence contravened Section 

137 of  the Criminal Laws of  

Lagos State, 2015. 

quiet when evil is destroying 
the land. We all must know 
that when there is an injury 
to one then that injury is to 
all and evil only triumphs 
when good people keep 
quiet and look the other 
way.”

The group urged the 
federal government to go 
after Fatima's murderers and 
all others who have killed 
any Nigerian from any 

country while good people 
are divided and silent.

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n 
regretted that killings of  
human beings are no longer 
a serious matter, lamenting 
that the people have been 
divided by tribe, region, and 
religion which has made it 
impossible for them to 
collectively condemn the 
evil around them or fight the 
evil they are seeing as a 
united force.

He lamented, “We have 
read the story of  the Killing 
of  Fatima, her unborn child, 
a n d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n 
Anambra with sadness and 
disappointment about how 
evil activities have expanded 
in our country while good 
people are divided and 
silent. Life in our country 
has become so cheap with 
the raising of  many evil 

region or of  any identity.
“Until our government 

and our law enforcement 
a g e n c i e s  g o  a f t e r  a l l 
criminals and murderers and 
justice is seen to have been 
done on all murderers this 
evil will not stop and the 
murderers will not see their 
crime as evil but instead, 
they will smartly make us 
fight amongst ourselves and 
pay less attention to their 

criminal groups in every part 
of  the country.

“Ki l l ing  of  human 
beings is no longer a serious 
matter because the people 
have been divided by tribe, 
region, and religion which 
has made it impossible for us 
to collectively condemn the 
evil around us or fight the 
evil we are seeing as a united 
force.

“CAN cannot keep 

he Federal  High TCour t  s i t t ing  in 
Ilorin has convicted 

one Ajewole Oluseyi David, 
a fraudster based in Ado-
Ekiti, Ekiti State, and seven 
o t h e r s  o v e r  o f f e n c e s 
bordering on internet fraud.

The trial judge, Justice 
Muhammed Sani  a l so 

ordered the forfeiture of  a 
duplex owned by Ajewole 
situated at Lekki, Eti-Osa 
Local Government Area of  
Lagos State, worth over 
N60million and one RX 350 
Lexus car worth more than 
N6 million, which the 
convict  procured with 
proceeds of  his i l legal 
activities to the Federal 
Government.

A j e w o l e  w a s 
prosecuted alongside seven 
other fraudsters over similar 
offences by the Ilorin Zonal 
Command of  the Economic 
and  Financ ia l  Cr imes 
Commission, EFCC.

They are Ebenezer 
Olamilekan Apata from 
Akure, Ondo State; Obadun 
Abiodun Taofeek from 
O n d o  W e s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Ondo 
State; Ayeni Kayode from 
Iludun-Ekiti, Ekiti State; 
Alade Oluwatosin Daniel 
f rom Owo/Ose  Loca l 
Government Area of  Ondo 
State.

Others include Ojo Tobi 

f r o m  M o b a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Ekiti 
State; Adeyemi Segun from 
E s a - O k e  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Osun 
State and one Akinrinmola 
Olumide.

They were among the 
30 fraud suspects arrested 
by EFCC operatives during 
a sting operation in Ado-
Ekiti, Ekiti State Capital, on 
April 26, 2022.

Adeyemi Segun was, 
however, arrested in the 
Ogbomosho Area of  Oyo 
State sometime in October 
2021.

The convicts, who were 
prosecuted on separate 
charges, pleaded guilty to 
their respective charges.

Following the “guilty 
p l e a ”  e n t e r e d  b y  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s ,  I n n o c e n t 
Mbachie, Sesan Ola and 
A n d r e w  A k o j a ,  w h o 
prosecuted the cases on 
behalf  of  the Commission 
reviewed the facts of  the 
cases from the bar.

T h e y  n a r r a t e d  t h e 
circumstances surrounding 

the arrest of  the defendants 
a n d  t e n d e r e d  s e ve r a l 
incriminating materials 
recovered from them at the 
point of  arrest, which were 
admitted in evidence.

The EFCC counsels 
urged the court to consider 
the “guilty plea” of  the 
defendants; their extra-
judicial statements and the 
uncontroverted evidence of  
the prosecution as well as 
the provisions of  the law in 
convicting the defendants as 
charged.

In his judgement on the 
cases, Justice Sani upheld 
the submissions of  the 
prosecuting counsels and 
pronounced the defendants 
guilty of  their respective 
charges.

While sentencing the 
convicts to various jail 
terms, Justice Muhammed 
ordered the forfeiture of  the 
items used as instruments of  
the crime and acquired with 
proceeds of  the illegal 
activities by the convicts to 
the Federal Government.

crime,” the statement reads.
T h e  b o d y 

commiserated with Fatima's 
family and prayed to God for 
comfort, saying that CAN 
would also continue to 
preach peace, pray for peace, 
and speak truth to power and 
against every wrongdoing in 
Kaduna State and Nigeria as 
a whole.
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CAN condemns killing of women, children in South East Nigeria

Court convicts 'Yahoo boy', seven other fraudsters

Dismissed policeman bags life
imprisonment for defiling
nine-year-old pupil

Navy rescues seven kidnapped victims in Rivers

59-year-old remanded for alleged
defiling minor
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ike Nigeria, several Lclimate activists, on 
Tuesday, stormed 

a n  o n g o i n g  A n n u a l  
General Meeting of  the 
British Oil Company, 
Shel l ,  to  protes t  o i l  
e x p l o r a t i o n  b y  t h e  
company. 

The protesters in their 
numbers gathered at Shell's 
venue of  i ts  Annual  
G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  i n  
London, United Kingdom, 
chant ing  “Shame on 
Shell”, and singing “all we 
are saying, stop oil and 
gas”, and “we will stop 

h e  P r e s i d e n t , TNigerian Institute of  
Builders in Facility 

management ,  O lu femi 
Akinsola, has lamented that 
the Federal Government of  
Nigeria keeps losing money 
and capital investment to 
non-maintenance culture in 
building.

Akinsola  made this 
known at the investiture with 
t h e  t h e m e,  ' Fa c i l i t i e s 
management: An x-ray on 
stakeholders and policies in 
Abuja, stating that the 
c u l t u r e  o f  b u i l d i n g 
maintenance is important to 
the economy.

He noted that 90 per cent 
of  life circle of  a building is 
being carried out by a facility 
manager while adding that 

for a complex and dynamic 
s t r u c t u r e  a  f a c i l i t y 
management practitioner is 
required to handle it.

H e  s a i d  b u i l d e r s 
conc luded  tha t  in  the 
ins t i tut ion a  would-be 
member would be made to 
sign an agreement that he is 
ready to be re-trained and if  
he does not take up the 
t r a i n i n g ,  h e  l o s e s  h i s 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
membership.

According to him, the 
responsibility of  a facility 
manager  i s  to  make  a 
b u i l d i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e, 
convenient and habitable. 
Again the economic burden 
of  the building until it gets 
obsolete is the work of  
facility manager.

you.” 
According to the live 

s t r e a m i n g  b y  
@XRUK_Live on Twitter, 
Shell's AGM was put on 
hold as the protesters 
practically took over the 
venue. 

O n  M o n d ay  c iv i l  
society  organisat ions  
comprising people of  the 
N i ge r  D e l t a  r e g i o n ,  
environmental activists, 
representatives of  host oil 
and gas communities, 
human rights groups, 
students, youths, artisans, 
and media practitioners, on 

Monday, held a rally at the 
office of  Shell, Marina, in 
Lagos.

They were asking that 
Shell should stop oil and 
gas extraction in Nigeria, 
and urged investors to stop 
funding Shell's operations, 
owing to the environmental 
damage that the company's 
operations were allegedly 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
approved tax reliefs 

and other incentives for tech 
s tar tups  to  har ness  the 
potential of  the sector.

The approval was given 
by the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) to further 
harness the country's digital 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
entrepreneurship ecosystem, 
during its meeting following 
the presentation of  a memo 
b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Communications and Digital 
Economy, Prof  Isa Pantami.

The gesture will enable 
t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
strategies to encourage and 
support the development and 
growth of  more Innovation-
Driven Enterprises (IDEs), 
which have the potential to 
create millions of  additional 
jobs in the country. This will 
a l s o  h e l p  t o  d e v e l o p 
innovat ive  so lut ions  to 
societal problems, and rapidly 
grow, as well as diversify the 
economy, in line with the 
National Digital Economy 
Policy and Strategy (NDEPS) 
for a Digital Nigeria.

S o m e  o f  p r o p o s e d 

strategies resulted from 
recommendations that were 
made at an interactive forum 
held on February 22,  2022, 
where the minister led a 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
delegation on a working visit 
t o  t h e  L a g o s  d i g i t a l 
innovation ecosystem. The 
delegation included the 
Director-General of  NITDA, 
the Executive Vice Chairman 
o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission (NCC), the 
Post-Master-General and the 
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Galaxy Backbone Plc. The 
v i s i t  p rov ided  a  use fu l 
p l a t f o r m  f o r  o p e n  a n d 
interactive discussions on the 
e c o s y s t e m ' s  p e r t i n e n t 
challenges and interventions 
r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e 
government to enable the 
ecosystem achieve its full 
potential. The forum was 
attended by 143 ICT and 
startup companies.

The delegation also paid 
a visit to three selected tech 
s t a r t u p s ,  n a m e l y : 
Flutterwave, valued at $3 
b i l l ion ;  Tree pz ,  wi th  a 
funding of  $3.1 million and 

Reliance Health, with $48.3 
million in funding. It is 
worthy to note that under the 
administration of  President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i , 
Nigeria became home to five 
of  about eight Unicorns-
startup companies valued at 
over $1 billion, on the African 
continent.

Furthermore, Nigeria's 
startup ecosystem attracted 
about 35 per cent, estimated 
at $1.4 billion, of  the over $4 
billion raised by African 
startups, which is the highest 
r a i s e d  b y  a n y  s t a r t u p 
ecosystem on the continent. 
Most importantly, it has 
created a significant number 
of  jobs. For instance, Jumia, 
an indigenous e-Commerce 
company, provides over 3,000 
direct jobs according to 
Jobberman's 2020 Digital 
Sector Report. The report 
also asserts that Nigeria's 
Digital Economy has the 
potential to create an average 
of  1.3million tech-enabled 
jobs across industries in five 
years (that is by 2025).

To further strengthen the 
ecosystem, FEC approved the 
following recommendations, 
in line with the Executive 
Order 003 and Presidential 

Order 005: that the Federal 
Ministry of  Finance, Budget 
and National Planning and 
the Nigerian Investment 
Promotion Commission 
(NIPC) should prioritise the 
granting of  Tax Reliefs and 
other Incentives such as the 
Pioneer Status Incentive (PSI) 
Scheme to the technology and 
innovation ecosystem; that 
the  Niger ian Copyright 
Commission, the Trademarks 
Registry, and the Patents and 
Designs Registry should work 
w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Information Technology 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y 
(NITDA) in developing an 
Intellectual Property (IP) 
framework for the technology 
and innovation ecosystem 
within two months; and that 
t h e  B u r e a u  o f  P u b l i c 
Procurement (BPP) should 
work with NITDA to develop 
a framework that will ensure 
t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  
t e c h n o l o g y  i n n ova t i o n 
s tar tups  in  gover nment 
procurement processes to 
e n c o u r a g e  i d e a t i o n , 
innovation and design of  
s o l u t i o n s  t o  s o l v e 
development chal lenges 
within two  months.

causing to the water, land, 
and human resources in 
Nigeria. 

They equally called for 
a limit of  global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial level, 
and demanded, amongst 
others, an end to carbon 
emission. They equally 
called for a people-centered 

transition from fossil fuel to 
clean energy in Nigeria as 
well as the clean-up of  the 
Ogoni land and the entire 
Niger Delta region. 

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  
development in the UK, the 
c o nv e n e r  o f  A f r i c a  
N e t w o r k  f o r  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  

Economic Justice, a part of  
the frontal CSOs that led 
the yesterday's action in 
Lagos, Rev. David Ugolor, 
said, “Yes, we welcome the 
shut down of  the Shell 
AGM and we have to end 
Shell impunity in Niger 
Delta.” 

In London, the Shell 
chairman, Sir Andrew 
Mackenzie, reportedly 
b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g ly  
disturbed over the protests 
as he asked for silence, but 
had to later formally halt 
the meeting after about 50 
minutes, following the 
relentless efforts of  the 
protesters. 

A  s t a k e h o l d e r  a t  
meeting was seen shouting 
at the protesters, saying 
“out! out! out!” 

It was also gathered 
that the police arrived at the 
m e e t i n g ,  b u t  r a t h e r  
watched as the protests 
went on for up to an hour. 

Climate change has 
been a major issue across 
the world as the effects of  
global warming, resulting 
f r o m  f o s s i l  f u e l  
combustion, pose a great 
danger to nature and 
humans, reportedly leading 
to flooding, wildfires, food 
scarcity, and communal 
clashes in parts of  Africa. 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Climate protesters shut down Shell annual meeting in UK

Fed Govt okays tax reliefs, other incentives for
tech startups

Nigeria losing money,
capital investment to bad
maintenance culture
– NIBFM president
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News Feature

Ten murdered in Anambra within 24hrs
as gunmen go on killing spree 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

B
arely few days ago a 
group of  suspected gun 
men killed a House of  
Assembly member, 

suspected proscribed Indige-
nous People of  Biafra (IPOB) 
on Sunday killed a woman, her 
four children and six others, in 
a most dehumanizing manner. 

News Echo also gathered that 
no fewer than twelve motor-
clyes, properties with millions 
have also been destroyed by 
these unknown gunmen in vari-
ous parts of  the state. 

The killings marked a new 
low in the heightened attacks 
on non-indigenes by IPOB ter-
rorists who are also attacking 
the symbol of  authority includ-
ing the police and the military.

Natives of  Anambra State 
and the South East, in general, 
have not also been spared by the 
IPOB terrorists who have been 
wreaking havoc for a long time 
amid agitation for secession.

However, 48 hours after the 
Sunday’s killing of  the north-
erners without any provoca-
tion, the story has not been told 
by most of  the national print 
and broadcast media despite 
wide coverage by the social me-
dia with graphic photos of  the 
mayhem and condemnation 
by security operatives, groups 
and individuals over what they 
called “conspiracy of  silence.”

The killing of  the northern-
ers was perpetrated by the out-
lawed group a few days after 
the discovery of  the head of  an 
Anambra State lawmaker who 
was abducted by the terrorists.

In a condemning statement, 
the Sarkin Hausawa of  Orum-
ba North LGA, Alhaji Sa’id 
Muhammad, yesterday decried 
that northerners in Anambra 
State have made up their minds 
to leave the state because of  the 
constant killing of  their rela-
tives by members of  the East-
ern Security Network (ESN), 
the armed wing of  the outlawed 
IPOB.

Muhammad said the killing 
of  the pregnant woman togeth-
er with her four children by 
gunmen was not new to them 
as many of  his people were 
killed in such a callous manner.

 “The woman was from Ad-
amawa State. Before her death, 
she lived in Orumba South, 
and on Sunday, she visited her 
friends with her four children.

 “It was on her way back home 
in Orumba South that she was 
killed. She was being conveyed 
by a commercial motorcyclist 
when they were ambushed by 

the gunmen. They murdered 
her and her four children but the 
motorcyclist escaped,” he said.

In a gory video trending on 
Twitter and seen by Ness Echo, 
the victims were seen lying in 
the pool of  their blood with 
bullets spread around and a 
narrator speaking in Igbo say-
ing, “Everybody should look at 
this video that they have shot a 
woman and her four children. 
They are from the North. And 
they are shooting everybody 
they see on the street; so people 
should be careful.”

Our correspondents report 
that on that very Sunday, five 
commercial motorcycle riders 
were also killed and their bikes 
burnt at Onocha LGA. The 
bodies of  four of  the deceased 
were deposited in the morgue 
while the fifth one was burnt to 
ashes.

Mohammed said another 
man, Abdullahi, who was sell-
ing roasted meat by the road-
side at Nkwoagu Nanka was 
also killed at his Suya spot.

 “His body was by the road-
side since Sunday evening until 
in the afternoon on Monday 
when I called the police DPO 
and informed him about it and 
requested him to help us recover 
the remains.

 “He told me that he cannot 
send his men there because of  
the sit-at-home order. We are 
now planning to leave for North 
as we can no longer stay here…
They are killing us on daily ba-
sis,” he said.

He said his younger broth-
er, Aliyu, was also killed two 
months ago in a similar manner.

News Echo equally gathered 
that some trucks conveying 
goods to the South were also set 
ablaze in Anambra at the week-
end and the drivers and other 
occupants were killed, injured 
or disappeared without a trace. 
Some truck drivers of  northern 
extraction said that they are 
now operating with fear in the 
South East region.

Adamu Shu’aibu, who works 
with a private company in the 
region said that the rate at which 
the militants were attacking and 
killing drivers was alarming.

 “I lost many of  my colleagues 
to the nefarious activities of  the 
terrorists and the killings are not 
being reported. Many of  our 
colleagues have abandoned the 
driving job. The gunmen most-
ly attack drivers on some routes 
that have few or no security per-
sonnel.”

In another development, three 
were confirmed dead, multiple 
injured, as unknown gunmen 
invade Ogbunike cow market in 

Anambra. 
A food vendor who spoke to 

our Correspondent seeking an-
onymity said, she was selling 
her normal food stuff  when she 
heard noise and people started 
running shortly after gun shots 
where heard.

Few minutes ago, reports on-
line showed mayhem in Agu-
lu, Security Vehicle set ablaze. 
Although the information was 
sketchy, it was equally gathered 
that the Unknown Gunmen at-
tack Eke Abatete and kill one 
person.

However, same evening, re-
ports gathered said gunshots 
were heard at Tarzan, bear Onit-
sha. It was further revealed that 
the unknown gunmen stormed 
the area shooting sporadically 

and killing two others. 
Meanwhile, Anambra Com-

missioner of  Police Echeng 
Echeng through the Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer in the state, 
Ikenga Tochukwu, on monday, 
accused communities in the 
state of  shielding criminals in 
their midst. He stated this while 
briefing journalists on the mur-
der of  the Anambra State law-
maker, Okechukwu Okoye, and 
his aide, Cyril Chiegboka.

Notwithstanding, News Echo 
reports that the IPOB militants 
have vowed to kill more law-
makers in Anambra State.

The group issued the threat 
in a note allegedly found where 
the head of  the lawmaker was 
dumped.

The commissioner said, 

Gov. Soludo      Echeng, CP Anambra State

“Some of  us have come out 
to tag these people ‘unknown 
gunmen’ while in actual sense 
they are known. We are trying 
to mystify something that is not 
just there.

 “It is high time we went into 
demystifying the tag ‘unknown 
gunmen’. They are not spirits; 
they are our brothers and they 
live with us in our communities. 
That is the obvious truth. We 
know who these people are.

 “The problem the state secu-
rity has is a total conspiracy of  
silence when nobody sees some-
thing, nobody says something 
and nobody hears something.

 “Security is collective; every-
body has a battle. The crimes 
are committed in our communi-
ties and we should be able to say 
this is what is happening in our 
communities.

 “We are glorifying people 
that we know and tag them as 
unknown gunmen,” he said.

The police commissioner also 
debunked insinuations that Fu-
lani were behind the attacks and 
killings in the state.

He said available information 
and records of  arrests made 
in the state showed otherwise, 
accusing the communities of  
shielding the criminals in their 
midst.

Meanwhile, fear has contin-
ued to grip residents of  Anam-
bra State following the inces-
sant killings of  people by IPOB 
militants, while most of  them 
have lost hope in governance, 
they attributes their only chance 
of  survival on God.

 
It is high time we went into demystifying 
the tag ‘unknown gunmen’. They are not

 spirits; they are our brothers and they live
 with us in our communities. That is the

 obvious truth. We know who these
 people are. The problem the state security
 has is a total conspiracy of silence when

 nobody sees something, nobody says
 something and nobody hears 

something. Security is collective;
 everybody has a battle. The crimes 
are committed in our communities
 and we should be able to say this is

 what is happening in our communities.
 We are glorifying people that we know

 and tag them as unknown gunmen 

“
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he 2021/22 season Tin Europe came to 
an end on Sunday, 

with a lot of  memorable 
m o m e n t s  f o r  s o m e 
Nigerian players in the Top 
5 leagues, writes Ebenezer 
Bajela 

From Zaidu Sanusi's 
triumph in Portugal to 
Alex Iwobi 's  Ever ton 
relegation survival in the 
English Premier League, 
there  were  p lenty  of  
excitements and pains for 
Nigerian players across the 
continent. 

While it was a season 
t o  f o r g e t  f o r  s o m e 
Nigerians, some had a 
decent season and came 
out on top. 

Here's a look at the 
best XI Nigerian players 
who plied their trades in 

relegat ion with some 
amazing saves. 

Okoye had a decent 
season eventually, keeping 
seven clean sheets overall. 

The 22-year-old will 
be heavily missed by the 
Dutch club as he is set to 
join Watford when the 
transfer window opens. 

Defence 
L e o n  B a l o g u n 

( G l a s g o w  R a n g e r s , 
centre-back) 

B a l o g u n  g u i d e d 
Rangers to the Scottish 
Cup title for the first time 
since 2009 to crown a great 
season for both the player 
and the Scottish club. 

Balogun helped the 
d e t h r o n e d  S c o t t i s h 
champions  reach the 
Europa League final as he 
net ted twice  to  s teer 

Europe, using the 4-4-2 
formation…

Goalkeeper 
M a d u k a  O k o y e 

(Sparta Rotterdam) 
Despite conceding a 

whooping 40 goals from 30 
appearances while  in 
action for Rotterdam in the 
Eredivisie, Okoye remains 
Nigeria's number one shot-
stopper in Europe this 
season, ahead of  Francis 
Uzoho, Adebayo Adeleye 
and Sebastian Osigwe. 

The Super Eagles star 
had a shaky performance 
at the beginning of  the 
Dutch season and was 
heavily criticised for his 
poor performance at the 
2021 AFCON, but the 
goalkeeper shone when it 
mattered most as he helped 
R o t t e r d a m  e s c a p e 

Rangers to the final, where 
they lost to Eintracht 
Frankfurt on penalties.

T h e  3 3 - y e a r - o l d 
defender was a mainstay 
for the Gers in the just-
concluded season and 
made 37 appearances. He 
ended the 2021/22 season 
finishing second in the 
Scottish League and a 
Scottish Cup title in his 
cabinet. 

C a l v i n  B a s s e y 
( G l a s g o w  R a n g e r s , 
centre-back) 

Partnering Balogun in 
centre-back, Bassey also 
shone for Rangers. 

Despite the defeat in 
the final of  the Europa 
League, the 22-year-old 
emerged as the best player 
on the night and was 
n a m e d  M a n - o f - T h e -
Match as well as being 
listed in the Team of  the 
Tournament. 

B a s s e y  w a s  a l s o 
named Rangers '  Bes t 
Young Player of  the season 
after making a total of  50 
a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d 
registering six assists. 

Just like Balogun, he 
finished the season with a 
Scottish Cup. 

The Gers fullback 
showed great versatility 
playing at full-back and 
centre-back positions and 
filling in brilliantly. 

Zaidu Sanusi (Porto, 
left-back) 

Sanusi had a brilliant 
2021/22 season for Porto 
a n d  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y 
Nigeria's best achiever in 
Europe, hence the reason 
he made the best XI. 

Sanusi  fended off  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m 
Brazi l ian  Wendel l  to 
become Porto's preferred 
left-back, making a total of  
40 appearances in all 
competitions. 

The left-back's winner 
against Benfica, off  a 
counter-attack late in their 
league clash, handed Porto 
their 30th league title. He 
was also in action on 
Sunday as the Portuguese 
giants won the Portuguese 
Cup. 

Ola Aina (Torino, 
right-back)

Despite making fewer 
a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d 
contributing little upfront, 
Aina made the right-back 
p o s i t i o n  a h e a d  o f  
Fenerbache's Bright Osayi-
Samuel, due to his outing 
both for Torino and the 
Super Eagles. 

The defender put on a 

solid display for Torino as 
t h e  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 0 t h 
position in the Serie A after 
a poor start to the season.

Booked only four times 
( w i t h  n o  r e d  c a r d ) 
throughout the season, the 
25-year-old didn't put any 
foot wrong and was never 
at fault for any of  the goals 
conceded by his side. 

Midfield 
W i l f r e d  N d i d i 

(Leicester City, defensive 
midfield) 

Ndidi's season was 
blighted by injuries but the 
midfielder remained a key 
player for the Foxes as his 
absence was badly felt. 

In a not too spectacular 
season, the 25-year-old still 
managed  to  make  31 
appearances, scored two 
goals and had an assist in 
all competitions. 

Prior to his injury the 
midfielder made 60 tackles, 
had five shots blocked, 
made 42 interceptions and 
won 135 duels. 

Joe Aribo (Glasgow 
R a n g e r s ,  o f f e n s i v e 
midfield) 

Aribo's spectacular 
season had seen him being 
linked with a move to 
England, with Crystal 
Palace, Aston Villa and 
Newcastle all interested in 
the midfielder. 

I t  was  one  of  the 
player's best seasons as he 
had a 19-goal contribution 
(nine goals and 10 assists) 
for Rangers, with his strike 
in the Europa League final 
his last for the season. 

O n e  o f  m a n a g e r 
G i o v a n n i  v a n 
Bronckhorst's most trusted 
men and an integral part of  
the squad, Aribo made 57 
appearances – the highest 
number by a  Rangers 
player last season – and had 
his 2021/22 campaign 
rewarded with the Scottish 
Cup. 

Dennis Emmanuel 
(Watford, right wing)

In a season where not 
even two of  the most 
experienced managers, 
Roy Hodgson and Claudio 
R a n i e r i ,  c o u l d  s a v e 
Wa t f o r d  f r o m  b e i n g 
relegated, Dennis was the 
shining star during their 
darkest nights. 

The Nigerian enjoyed 
his debut season in the 
English Premier League 
after joining the Hornets 
from Club Brugge last 
summer. He ended the 
season with 10 goals and 
six assists but it wasn't 

enough from stopping 
Watford from going down. 

On a personal note, 
the 24-year-old had an 
impress ive  season  in 
England and fared better in 
the right flank ahead of  
V i l l a r r e a l ' s  S a m u e l 
Chukwueze. 

M o s e s  S i m o n 
(Nantes, left wing) 

Simon had 14 goals 
contribution (six goals and 
eight assists) in the French 
League in the 2021/22 
season to make him one of  
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  m o s t 
outstanding players in the 
outgoing season. 

However, the winger's 
most memorable moment 
was helping Nantes win 
the Coupe de France after 
22 years. 

It was a great season 
for the forward, who won 
several individual awards 
(player of  the week and 
month) .  He was a lso 
nominated for the Marc-
Vivien Foé award, which 
was won by Ivory Coast's 
Seko Fofana. 

Strikers 
T a i w o  A w o n i y i 

(Union Berlin, second 
striker) 

S t r i k e r  A w o n i y i 
finished the season as 
Nigeria's top scorer in 
Europe's top five leagues 
with 15 Bundesliga goals 
a n d  2 0  a c r o s s  a l l 
compet i t ions  to  he lp 
Union Berlin finish fourth 
in the German topflight 
and seal a Europa League 
spot for next season. 

It was a fine season for 
the former Liver pool 
striker and his best in his 
entire career. 

V i c t o r  O s i m h e n 
(Napoli, top striker) 

D e s p i t e  N a p o l i ' s 
inability to end their 30-
year wait for the Serie A 
t i t l e,  Os imhen,  on  a 
personal note, had a great 
season and was on target 
on 18 occasions and also 
had six assists in 32 games 
in all competitions. 

A  k e y  f i g u r e  i n 
Luciano Spelleti's squad, 
the 23-year-old was one of  
t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e 
Parthenopeans finished in 
third position in the league 
and will be competing in 
the UEFA Champions 
League next season.

Osimhen also claimed 
the award for the best 
young player in Italy, in 
w h a t  w a s  a  d e s c e n t 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e 
rampaging forward. 

2021-22 season: Nigeria's Top XI in Europe
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€4million price tag on the 
player, a fee price quite steep 
and that could potentially 
strain the Eredivisie club's 
transfer budget for next 
season.

Speaking  ahead of  
UEFA Conference League 
final, Arnesen said the 
Dutch side are yet to sit 
down with both Dessers and 
Genk.

“Yes, but that's not the 
only thing,” he said.

“We have not yet been 
a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e 

eyenoord's Sporting FD i r e c t o r,  F r a n k 
A r n e s e n  h a s 

confirmed the club have not 
held talks  with Cyriel 
Dessers over a permanent 
deal.

Feyenoord have the 
option to sign the Nigeria 
international permanently 
after his loan deal expires at 
the end of  the campaign, but 
the Rotterdam Club is yet to 
reach an agreement with his 
parent Club, KRC Genk.

G e n k  s l a m m e d 

ayern Munich have Ba n n o u n c e d  t h e 
signing of  Morocco 

international, Noussair 
Mazraoui from Ajax.

Mazraoui, 24, will join 
the Bundesliga champions 
on a free transfer from Ajax 
once his contract expires in 
June.

The right-back, who has 
signed a deal until 2026, 
could end up being the first 
part of  a double signing 
from Ajax with Bayern 
Munich also interested in 

eal Madrid manager, RCarlo Ancelotti, has 
said he doesn't want 

a n o t h e r  c o m e b a c k  i n 
S a t u r d ay ' s  C h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e  f i n a l  a g a i n s t 
Liverpool.

The LaLiga champions 
have been involved in three 
dramatic come-from-behind 
to win matches enroute to the 
final.

Madrid saw off  Paris 
Saint-Germain, Chelsea and 
Manchester City in the 
p r ev i o u s  r o u n d s,  a f t e r 
looking on the verge of  
elimination.

However, Ancelotti does 
not want a similar situation 
against Liverpool in Paris.

“No, we don't want 
a n o t h e r  c o m e b a c k . 
Hopefully Liverpool will try 
to come back,” he joked at 
Real Madrid's training camp 
in Valdebebas.

When asked about his 
worst moments before a final, 
Ancelotti said: “The three 
hours before the game are 
bad: the stress, the sweating, 
the negative thoughts.

”I have suffered this 
season more than most and 
there are no pills you can 
take, you just have to bear it.”

the i r  midf ie lder  Ryan 
Gravenberch, sources told 
ESPN.

Mazraoui will provide 
another option at right-back 
for Julian Nagelsmann, 
where he will compete with 
Fr a n c e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Benjamin Pavard for a spot 
in the team.

W i t h  N i k l a s  S u l e 
departing Bayern Munich 
for Borussia Dortmund on 
a free transfer this summer, 
the Mazraoui signing is the 
first reinforcement arriving 
at the club ahead of  next 
season.

M a z r a o u i  c a m e 
through the youth academy 
at  Ajax and won two 
Eredivisie titles and two 
KNVB Cups at the club. He 
was also a key part of  the 
team that reached the 
s e m i f i n a l s  o f  t h e 
Champions League in 
2019.

His depar ture from 
Ajax is part of  a summer 
overhaul at the club with 
manager Erik ten Hag 
joining Manchester United 
and the club braced for a 
s e r i e s  o f  b i g - n a m e 
departures.

n g l a n d  c o a c h , EGareth Southgate 
has released a 27-

man squad ahead of  next 
month's Nations League 
fixtures against Hungary, 
Germany and Italy.  The 
squad saw Italian league 
champion Fikayo Tomori 
return alongside former 
Chelsea teammate Tammy 
Abraham.

Tomori won the Serie A 
title with AC Milan, while 
Tammy Abraham is also 
included after  helping 
Roma to Wednesday 's 
Europa Conference League 

final.
Ja r rod  Bowen and 

James Justin have been 
handed their first call-ups to 
the England squad.

Bowen is included for 
the first time after scoring 18 
goals and assisting another 
13 as he helped West Ham 
to seventh in the Premier 
League and the Europa 
League semi-finals, while 
Jus t in  i s  named a f te r 
returning from a serious 
knee injury to feature 
regularly for Leicester in 
2022.

The 24-year-old can 
play on either side of  the 
defence, with his versatility 
likely to be a useful asset in a 
squad featuring no left-
backs.

Bowen and Justin are 
two of  a number of  players 
picked by Gareth Southgate 
for the fixtures against 
Hungary, Germany and 
Italy who were not in the 
mos t  r ecen t  squad  in 
March.

Tr e n t  A l e x a n d e r -
Ar nold,  Reece  James, 
Kieran Trippier and Kyle 
Walker all return, meaning 
there are five right-backs in 
the squad.

John Stones, Aaron 
Ramsdale, Kalvin Phillips 
and Bukayo Saka also 
return after not featuring in 
the wins over Switzerland 
a n d  I vo r y  C o a s t  t wo 
months ago.

There is no place in the 
squad for Liverpool captain 
Jordan Henderson, who has 
been playing regularly for 
the club and is preparing for 
Saturday 's  Champions 
League final against Real 
Madrid.

Aston Villa duo Tyrone 
Mings and Ollie Watkins 
have also been left out, as 
has Emile Smith Rowe. 
Luke Shaw also fails to 
make  the  squad  a f t e r 
missing the end of  the 
season through injury.

Tyrick Mitchell and 
Kyle Walker-Peters have 

not retained their places 
after making their senior 
international debuts in 
M a r c h ,  w h i l e  F r a s e r 
Forster, who was handed 
his first England call-up for 
five years in the previous 
international break, is also 
left out.

Marc Guehi, who also 
made his debut in March, is 
retained, as is midfielder 
Conor Gallagher, who 
impressed alongside the 
centre-back for Crystal 
Palace this season.

Marcus Rashford and 
Jadon Sancho have missed 
out following Manchester 
United's poor season. It is 
the third squad in a row that 
Sancho has not been a part 
of, while Rashford has 
clearly not done enough to 
impress Southgate, who 
admitted the forward was 
“not at his best” following 
his omission in March.

England will play four 
Nations League fixtures 
next month, starting with a 
trip to Budapest to play 
H u n g a r y  o n  J u n e  4 . 
Southgate's squad will then 
travel to Munich to play 
Germany on June 7, before 
hosting Italy on June 11 and 
Hungary on June 14, with 
both matches taking place 
at Molineux.

England squad;
Goalkeepers: Jordan 

Pickford, Nick Pope, Aaron 
Ramsdale.

D e f e n d e r s :  T r e n t 
Alexander-Arnold, Conor 
Coady, Marc Guehi, Reece 
James, James Justin, Harry 
Maguire, John Stones, 
Fikayo Tomori, Kieran 
Tripper, Kyle Walker, Ben 
White.

M i d f i e l d e r s :  Ju d e 
B e l l i n g h a m ,  C o n o r 
Gallagher, Mason Mount, 
Kalvin Phillips, Declan 
Rice, James Ward-Prowse.

Fo r wa r d s :  Ta m my 
Abraham, Jarrod Bowen, 
Phil Foden, Jack Grealish, 
Harry Kane, Bukayo Saka, 
Raheem Sterling.

conditions for a possible 
longer stay with Cyriel.

“Because his transfer 
really only came about a few 
minutes before the closing 
of  the transfer deadline, 
there was no time left for 
that.”

“So you understand 
that we still had to pull out 
all the stops to complete his 
temporary transition in 
t i m e , ”  h e  t o l d 
voetbalkrant.com.
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Feyenoord yet to hold talks with Dessers over permanent switch

Nations League: Southgate announces
England Squad, Tomori returns

Bayern Munich sign Ajax defender, Noussair
Mazraoui

Champions League final: We don't want another
comeback – Ancelotti warns
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2023: A nation in dire need of a leader;
who can go for us?

h e a d  o f  t h e  2 0 2 3 

APresidential election, 
over thirty prominent 

politicians have either directly or 
indirectly indicated interest to 
seek their parties' tickets to run for 
the presidency. While there are 
agitations for power shift to the 
South, especially  the South East 
yet no political party, including 
the  r u l ing  Al l  Prog ress ive 
Congress (APC) and the main 
opposition People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), has zoned the plum 
job to any section of  the country, 
thereby throwing the race open to 
all sections. So far, the following 
personalities are jostling or said to 
be showing interest in the highest 
office in the land.

Peter Gregory Obi 
H e  i s  a  p o l i t i c i a n  a n d 

businessman, who was the vice 
presidential candidate in the 2019 
Nigerian general election under 
the People's Democratic Party 
(P.D.P). He is also a presidential 
aspirant of  the 2023 Nigerian 
general election. He was the 
former governor of  Anambra 
State serving from 17 March 2006 
to 2 November 2006, when he was 
impeached and from 9 February 
2007 to 29 May 2007 after his 
impeachment was overturned. 
Although a fresh election was held 
on  29  Apr i l  2007 ,  he  was 
reappointed governor on 14 June 
2007 after a court ruling that he 
should be allowed to complete a 
four-year term. He was re-elected 
to a second-term in office during 
the 6 February 2010 gubernatorial 
elections.

Atiku Abubakar
He is Nigeria's former Vice 

President who first indicated 
interest to wrest power from his 
then boss, President Oluesgun 
Obasanjo in their second term in 
2023. Atiku could not succeed 
with the plan and again settled for 
the number two seat. His quest for 
t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  t o o k  t h e 
Adamawa-born politician to the 
defunct Action Congress of  
Nigeria (ACN) in 2007, but was 
not successful.

Still not relenting in his 
ambition, the former Customs 

Officer returned to his former 
party, the PDP, and was made the 
Northern consensus candidate for 
the 2011 Presidential ticket of  the 
PDP but was defeated at the 
primary election by the then 
incumbent President Goodluck 
Jonathan. In the build up to the 
2015 general election, Atiku 
jumped ship to the newly-formed 
APC and contested for  i t s 
Presidential ticket but lost the bid 
to Muhammadu Buhari.

Just like in 2011, the serial 
Presidential contender returned to 
the PDP and won its ticket for the 
2019 general election, but was 
defeated by Buhari of  the APC. 
Now, with the PDP yet to zone the 
slot, the old horse in the game is 
once again, positioning himself  to 
struggle for the party's ticket in 
readiness for 2023 contest. His 
ambition is an open secret as his 
posters flooded Eagle Square, 
Abuja, venue of  the last PDP 
National Convention while many 
support groups continued to 
spring up for him.

But  l ike  most  Niger ian 
politicians, Atiku is not stable. He 
has shown this by moving from 
one party to another in a space of  
years, which borders on lack of  
ideo log y.  The  for mer  v ice 
president is from Adamawa State, 
North East. He is a strong believer 
in fair play and rule of  law; and he 
preaches equity. That being the 
case, analysts say he should yield 
ground for a South Easterner to 
occupy that post which is overdue.

Anyim Pius Anyim
Anyim is a former President 

of  the Senate and Secretary to the 
Government of  the Federation. 
He has since openly declared his 
interest to contest the Presidency 
of  the country under the PDP 
platform.

Bola Tinubu
The Asiwaju, as he is fondly 

called, is a former Lagos State 
governor and National Leader of  
A P C ,  t h e  p a r t y  h e  w a s 
instrumental to its formation in 
2014. Tinubu was also a senator in 
the botched Third Republic. The 
pol i t ica l  'godfather '  in  the 
contemporary Yourubaland, 

deciding who gets what, when 
and how, has tentacles spread 
across the country. He has 
continued to play the godfather 
role since after leaving the Lagos 
State Government House in 2007 
at the end of  a two-term of  eight 
years.

The Jagaban of  Borgu had 
positioned for Vice President 
ahead of  the 2015 general election 

but that ambition was thwarted 
due to the opposition to a Muslim-
Muslim of  himself  and Buhari. 
Now, the permutation for power 
shift to the South with the South-
west seriously agitating, Tinubu is 
considered the arrow head, 
especially within the APC fold.

Although he has not openly 
d e c l a r e d  f o r  t h e  r a c e,  h i s 
campaign posters are everywhere 

and consultations by him and for 
him are said to be going on while 
support groups are springing up 
by the day for his Presidency. One 
of  such is Tinubu Support Group 
(TSG), an umbrella organisation, 
housing an amalgam of  sibling 
groups.

He has built bridges across the 

Tinubu Atiku
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UmahiOsinbajo

Anyim

Continues on Pg. 8

CAN condemns killing of women,
children in South East Nigeria
Dismissed policeman bags life
imprisonment for defiling
nine-year-old pupil


