
EISSN: 2736-0548   MONDAY 23 – TUESDAY 24  MAY, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 59

Pg. 3

Pg. 10

Pg. 2

Pg. 12

Pg. 6

Anambra lawmaker
beheaded, dumped
at roadside

Soludo pledges N10m reward to track killers
Anambra lawmakers task Soludo on security

South East’s
marginalization,
cause of insecurity
– Tambuwal

Aftermath of Aba Crusade
cancellation: Residents
warn political parties
against campaign

27 Ebonyi Assembly
aspirants vow to sue APC
over disqualification

KumiyiKumiyiKumiyi

Army solicits timely information
to decimate dissident groups

APC presidential aspirants from the South East brief the press on their  decision ahead of the presidential primaries
on Sunday in Abuja.
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia 

E
mergence of  com-
petent and knowl-
edge-enriched per-

sons as Nigeria’s leaders 
in 2023 general elections is 
the only hope for Nigeria 
to become a sound eco-
nomic nation.

This assertion was made 
on Saturday in Umuahia, 
by international a strategic 
management/ organisa-
tion development consult-
ant, Agu Ojukwu during 
a press conference he held 
on the general polls, Nige-
ria’s economy and knowl-

2023 poll, make or mar for Nigeria,
says Agu Ojukwu, economist

edge.
Ojukwu, who is an in-

ternational economic con-
sultant and change agent, 
made it clear that Nigeri-
ans must elect into offic-
es, only the leaders who 
would apply the collective 
wisdom of  the people to 
lead, not just their own 
personal agenda.

According to him, “The 
national economy can be 
rapidly emancipated to 
start working effectively 
within three to six months 
of  starting the intellectual 
process. This is guaran-
teed as long as the new 
President is willing to use 

the scientific means and 
tackle the real issues.”

He explained that Ni-
geria has continued to 
get it wrong in economy 
and general development 
because paper qualifica-
tions are placed above 
competence and capacity 
of  knowledge-endowed 
citizens, adding that most 
approaches applied by 
successive administrations 
were empty programs that 
fail to take the nation any-
where.

Ojukwu listed Operation 
Feed the Nation and green 
revolutions programs by 
previous different adminis-

Ikpeazu completes, commissions ASUBEB 
building in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
four-storey build-
ing of  Abia State 
Universal Basic 

Education Board (ASU-
BEB) has been complet-
ed and commissioned by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for use.

The building, which 
houses Abia State scholar-
ship board, also serves as 
the headquarters of  Abia 
State centre for continuing 
education.

The project was started 
by administration of  Chief  
Theodore Orji, former 
Governor of  the State.

Commissioning the 
building for use, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu said the 
efforts made by his gov-
ernment in completing the 
project underscored the 

administration’s commit-
ment to giving Abia chil-
dren the deserved quality 
education.

He noted that on as-
sumption of  office in 2015, 
he ensured that backlog of  
unpaid counterpart funds 
owed by the previous ad-
ministrations were paid, to 
put ASUBEB back to seri-
ous business.

He also stated that con-
ducive teaching and learn-
ing environment, retrain-
ing of  teachers as well as 
award of  scholarships to 
Abia children have been 
the hallmark of  his admin-
istration’s policies, in the 
area of  education.

Ikpeazu commended the 
vision of  former Governor 
of  Abia, Chief  Theodore 
Orji in conceptualising the 
building project when he 
was in power.

Ikpeazu urged pupils, 
parents and teachers to 
take advantage of  the pro-
ject to produce well edu-
cated future leaders of  the 
State and nation.

He further called for 
proper management of  the 
facility which gulped mil-
lions of  naira in construc-
tion and furnishings.

Commissioner for Basic 
Education in Abia, Chief  
Ukwu Rocks Emma de-
scribed the commissioning 
of   ASUBEB project as a 
milestone in the history of  
the State.

Emma noted that the 
commitment of  Abia State 
government to the devel-
opment of  basic education 
was responsible for the best 
positions achieved by stu-
dents from schools in Abia 
State during external ex-
aminations.

Anambra North stakeholder donates bus 
to APGA senatorial aspirant 

27 Ebonyi Assembly aspirants vow 
to sue APC over disqualification
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he 27 House of  As-
sembly aspirants 
under the platform 

of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Eb-
onyi State have vowed to 
sue the party if  they are 
disqualified from contest-
ing the primary election.

The aspirants who stat-
ed this at a press confer-
ence in Abakaliki alleged 
plots by the screening 
committee to disqualify 
them from participating in 
the forthcoming primary 
election of  the party.

They alleged that the 
Chairman of  the House of  
Assembly Screening Com-
mittee in the state, Mr Ide-
ato Ideato, had told them 
shortly after the screening 
exercise in Abakaliki that 
they were not cleared on 
the ground that they did 
not pay party dues.

The 27 aspirants stated 
that they had duly paid 
their party dues and the 
party also issued them 
with receipts of  payment.

The spokesperson of  the 
group, Mr Chukwu Orji, 
from Ivo Constituency, al-
leged that Mr Ideato Ide-
ato is in connivance with 

Governor David Umahi 
to destroy APC in Ebonyi.

He further alleged that 
Governor Umahi was 
also secretly working with 
the opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
to ensure the defeat of  
APC during the election.

He called on the Na-
tional Chairman of  the 
party, Abdullahi Adamu, 
to call the leader of  the 
party in the state, Chief  
David Umahi, to order 
to avoid a repeat of  what 
happened to Zamfara 
state in 2019.

Orji said: “The Chair-
man of  the Screening 
Committee, one Ideato 
Ideato, had shortly after 
our screening in Abakali-
ki, sent private text mes-
sages to 27 of  us, saying 
that we were not cleared 
because we didn’t pay par-
ty dues.

 “We wish to state that 
we duly paid our party 
dues and receipts issued 
to us by the party and we 
are with the receipts

 “There is no reason to 
disqualify us from contest-
ing the election. We are 
aware that the Governor 
already had 24 aspirants 
he wants to impose on the 
party but he should allow 

trations as clear examples 
of  policies that failed to 
fly, because Nigerians with 
the economic knowledge 
and capacity for concrete 
results were not saddled 
with such programs’s im-
plementations.

He recalled how a young 
Nigerian scientist, Dami-
an  Anyanwu who built 
Radio Mbaise was not 
encouraged by the Nige-
ria government, lament-
ing that Anyanwu is now 
a household name in the 
United States of  America 
where his scientific knowl-
edge was acknowledged 
and empowered.

He pointed out that no 
economy could do well if  
does nt have the capacity 
to do. Anybody who tells 
you that he will fix the 
economy in four years is 
indirectly telling you the 
problem will continue 
when he lives office.”

He went on, “Underlin-
ing issues are significant, 
fundamental and superior 
to other issues; and there-
fore should take prece-
dence over other issues, 
and must be given the 
highest considerations.”

The astute economist 
appealed to all political 
parties to field only candi-
dates who would use the 
collective wisdom of  the 
people in inspiring busi-
nesses and dreams which 
would in return, capacitate 
our nation’s economy.

He insisted that INEC 
should make aspirants and 
candidates to face each 
other in debate while the 
voters should question 
them on competence is-
sues, not flimsy personal 
matters.

He challenged the elec-
torate to stop praise-sing-
ing of  politicians but to 
question if  the programs 
they plan to introduce 
could bring industrial 
competitiveness which 
would in return create an 

opportunity for an investor 
to prosper, before voting 
for them.

He further appealed to 
aspirants and candidates 
“to seek to understand 
the mechanism for rapid 
economic development 
because the people have 
become impatient and will 
not tolerate any delay in 
improving their lives.”

He concluded by saying 
that the President Mo-
hamadu Buhari  and  State 
Governors must quickly 
conduct a productivity 
measurement of  the na-
tional and State economies 
to reveal the score and 
show if  they have the ca-
pacity to inspire businesses 
and the people to superior 
performance or not.

This, he said, would 
enable aspirants to know 
the true conditions of  the 
economies and start plan-
ning on how to fix the pro-
ductivity gap immediately 
they are elected into offic-
es.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, ,
Awka

T
he Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Prince 
and Princess Roy-

al Hotel Aguleri, Chief  
Chukwujekwu Chukwue-
meka (Anaeliaku) has de-
clared his full support to 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance, senatorial candi-
date for Anambra North, 
Dr Mrs Ebelechukwu Obi-
ano (Osodieme) by donat-
ing a new branded shuttle 
bus.

us to contest and fail if  he 
thinks that his preferred 
aspirants are more popu-
lar than us.

 “We call on the Nation-
al Chairman of  the party 
to intervene and ensure 
that the right thing is done 
because we have a strong 
conviction that Governor 
Umahi is working with 
PDP against APC victory 
ahead of  2023.

 “If  the party allows Ide-
ato Ideato and Governor 
David Umahi to screen 
is out of  the contest un-
duly, we shall be left with 
no option than to seek re-
dress in court.

“We state unequivocally 
that we shall challenge our 
disqualification should 
the committee be allowed 
to go ahead to disqualify 
us,” he stated.

According to reports 
gathered from Osodieme 
Media Volunteer Group, 
the young boss has formed 
a strong support group 
which comprises people 
from different communi-
ties, across the seven (7) 
local governments in An-
ambra North Senatorial 
district.

The CEO, Prince and 
Princess Royal Hotels & 
Suits Aguleri however call 
on delegates to make the 
right choice by voting for 
Osodieme in the coming 

... Blasts Shagari administration for frustrating Damian Anyanwu’s
 Radio Mbaise 

primary election of  All 
Progressive Grand Alli-
ance, APGA.

According Chief  Chuk-
wuemeka, voting for Chief  
Mrs. Ebelechukwu Obiano 
to fly the APGA flag for 
Anambra North would be 
the best choice by the del-
egates.

Adding, the young CEO 
assures ndi Anambra 
North that Mrs Ebelechuk-
wu Obiano shall make 
good representation to this 
zone if  given the opportu-
nity.

Read 
&

Advertise 
in

News Echo
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Army solicits timely information to decimate
dissident groups
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By Jennifer John 

T
he Nigerian army has 
solicited the provision 
of  timely information 

from Nigerians to enable it 
continue successfully in its 
effort to decimate dissident 
groups in the country, espe-
cially in the South East region. 
This request was contained 
in a press release endorsed 
by the Director, Army Pub-
lic Relations, Brigadier Gen-
eral Onyema Nwachukwu. 
He disclosed that troops of  
34 Brigade in Imo State cap-
tured a cache of  arms and 
ammunition, belonging to 
elements of  the dissident 
group, Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) and its armed 
affiliate, Eastern Security 
Network (ESN), after a gun 
duel at Amaifeke-Akata 
Road in Orlu Local Govern-
ment Area of  Imo State.

According to the press 
release, “The fire arms and 
ammunition were recovered 
during troops’ operations to 
clear separatists’ hideouts in 
the general area of  Amaifeke 
- Akkatta road.

“Troops uncovered the 
weapons concealed in a black 

Toyota Camry, after they 
successfully surmounted am-
bushes staged by members of  
the outlawed dissident group, 
who, having been overpow-
ered by the gallant troops, 
abandoned their vehicle and 
weapons in the heat of  the 
combat and fled the scene”.

The press release added 
that, after a thorough search, 
the troops recovered ten 
Pump Action Shotguns, sev-
en locally fabricated guns, 
one locally made Revolver 
Pistol, eighty Live Cartridg-
es, one Baofeng Radio and 
substance suspected to be 
gun powder, satchet of  Im-
provised Explosive Device 
(IED) and a Toyota Camry 
Saloon car..

 It commended members 
of  the public for their contin-
ued support to the military 
and other security agencies, 
as they protect the citizens 
from  atrocious activities 
of  the outlawed dissident 
groups, who in defiance of  
law and good order have an-
nihilated innocent Ndigbo 
and other Nigerians, in their 
enforcement of  an illegal sit 
at home order, foisted on the 
good people of  the South 
East.

 Gov. Uzodimma with the First Lady Chioma Uzodimma and the remains of  Arthur Nzeribe during the burial at 
Oguta on Saturday.

... Capture cache of  arms, 
ammunition in Imo

Osinbajo, Fayemi lobby Imo
APC delegates

By Jennifer John 

A
head of  the pres-
idential primary 
election of  the All 

Progressives Congress 
(APC), two aspirants; Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo 
and Ekiti State Governor, 
Chairman of  Nigeria Gov-
ernors’ Forum, Dr. Kayode 
Fayemi, Friday visited Imo 
State, in continuation of  

their tour of  states in the 
country to lobby delegates 
for votes during the prima-
ry.

Speaking during the visit, 
Vice President, Yemi Osi-
nbajo pointed out that the 
country was facing numer-
ous challenges, meaning, 
at a point when Nigerians 
should be careful in elect-
ing people to lead the coun-
try.

“Most of  us who are 
coming forward to offer 
ourselves for the number 
one position in our coun-
try, especially within our 
party, come with a sense of  
urgency and awareness of  
the weight of  the burden of  
the office.

“We are concerned about 
issues of  security, econ-
omy, among others. And 
we are looking at ways of  

improving and moving for-
ward, to what has already 
been done and what is be-
ing done by our present 
leadership”.

Fielding questions from 
newsmen after interfac-
ing with the delegates, Dr. 
Fayemi made it clear that 
one of  his topmost priori-
ties will be to restore secu-
rity of  lives and properties 
to the country.

“I gave a declaration 
speech on the 4th of  May 
and I articulated a vision 
of  transformation for the 
country, in which I  em -
phasized the importance 
and critical need for secu-
rity and stability in the na-
tion and I explained how I 
think I will be able to build 
on the gains and effort of  
the present leadership in 
the country.

“I then also underscored 
the need to address the trig-
gers of  insecurity, poverty 
and inequality”.

In his separate remarks 
while hosting the visitors, 
Imo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma as-
sured them that Imo State 
is their home and that at 
the D-day, the state dele-
gates will do the needful.

... Our country facing numerous challenges - Osinbajo

... Security will be first priority of  my administration - Fayemi2023: Youths rally 
support for Elezieanya

A
s political scheming 
heat up the polity to-
wards 2023 general 

election, teaming youths of  
Owerri West, North and the 
Municipal Federal Constitu-
ency, have rallied support for 
Hon Elezieanya, who is cur-
rently representing the Con-
stituency at Federal House of  
Representatives and is as well 
seeking reelection for a sec-
ond term bid.  

Accordin to the Youths, one 
thing very paramount is that 
Hon. Elezieanya is standing 
out as the most credible and 
qualified for second tenure, in 
character, intelligence, capac-
ity and leadership sagacity. 
Owerri West need a distin-
guished personality who has 
no question mark hanging 
on his neck and a leader who 
will stand out in the midst of  
adversity. 

Hon. Elezieanya, is the 
man who will move the con-
stituency away from lacklus-
ter representation and to be 
strong, clear and sincere voice 
at the federal level in order to 
promote and defend the inter-
est and heritage of  his people 
through introduction of  bills, 
motion and oversights func-

tions. 
Hon. Elezieanya’s priority 

is to create an enabling envi-
ronment for employment to 
the teaming youths and avail-
ing them a good education 
system. 

In some communities there 
are many young men who 
are impacting their environ-
ment quietly through busi-
ness activities that creates 
value as well as meaningful 
politician and also philan-
thropic like Hon. Elezieanya 
which some people called 
him silent achiever, who has 
distinguished himself  in his 
chosen career and holds hugs 
potentials to serve his people 
at a higher level politically.

Again, all in a day as Hon. 
Elezieanya shocks constitu-
ents as he empowers party 
faithful with One bus worth 
about one million five thou-
sand naira (1.500.000) for 
each wards in all the thir-
ty-three wards in Owerri fed-
eral constituency, Hundred 
thousand naira  for Local 
Government Area’s Officer’s 
in Owerri West,  Hundred 
thousand naira for seventeen 
Local Government Area’s 
Officer’s in Owerri Munic-

S
okoto state governor, 
Aminu Tambuwal 
has said that the in-

security in South-East is 
being fuelled by President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s ex-
clusion of  the people of  
the zone.

Tambuwal said this 
while meeting with dele-
gates from Imo State chap-
ter of  the PDP on his pres-
idential aspiration. The 
Governor who promised 
to quench insecurity in the 
region by incorporating 
them into his administra-
tion if  elected, added that 
people from the zone feel 
cheated because Buhari left 

them out in the scheme of  
things.

He said; “Buhari has 
shortchanged the South-
East. I was the one who 
advised Saraki to choose 
Ike Enweremadu to be-
come his deputy in 2015. 
There is a complete case 
of  exclusion of  the people 
of  South East. The head 
of  the ten most important 
parastatals are not from 
South-East, including the 
CBN governor.

“None of  the service 
chiefs is from the South-
East. The president, the 
vice president, the Senate 
president, the deputy sen-

Buhari’s exclusion of S/East is fueling insecurity
– Tambuwal

ate president, the speaker 
of  the House of  Repre-
sentatives and his deputy 
is from the South-East. Un-
der my watch that can’t 
happen. Every part of  this 
country will be carried 
along.

“South-East and Imo 
State in particular can’t be 
excluded. The PDP will 
win back Imo when I be-
come president. Igbo peo-
ple are industrial. You will 
find a partner in me. We 
are working together with 
our brothers in Sokoto. We 
have restored normalcy 
now in Sokoto State. I will 
be a president for all Nige-
rians.”
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Editorial

t is through accountability that leadership Ican demonstrate to its citizens and business 
partners that they do what they promise 

and can therefore be trusted. Citizens and 
businesses partners repose trust and confidence 
in any government that subjects itself  to 
accountability.

The concept of accountability is therefore 
about how leaders show that they have 
delivered on their promises and the legitimate 
expectations of citizens. In layman's language, 
Joannides (2012) tells us that accountability can 
be understood as a requirement to give an 
account of oneself and of one's activities.

Accountability aids Public Finance 
Management (PFM) and begets trust in it. The 
centrality of good PFM for global development 
has been acknowledged. In accord with 
widespread international agreement on the 
importance of PFM, the Public Expenditure 
and Financial  Accountabil ity (PEFA) 
programme was initiated in 2001 by seven 
international development partners.

Since 2001, the PEFA has become the most 
widely acknowledged standard for PFM 
assessments.  PEFA 2016 is  the latest 
framework and has seven pillars, which are as 
follows: (a) budget reliability, (b) transparency 
of public finance, (c) management of assets and 
liabilities, (d) policy based fiscal strategy and 
budgeting, (e) predictability and control in 
budget execution, (f) accounting and reporting, 
and (g) external scrutiny and audit. The seven 
pillars have 31 indicators used in scoring and 
assessments.

The poor performance of Nigeria in the 
PFM is evidenced by the assessment carried out 
in 2019 for fiscal years 2015, 206 and 2017, by 
the World Bank using the PEFA 2016 
framework. The country scored D in 22 out of 
the 31 indicators assessed, five indicators 
scored C and four, B, with no indicator scoring 
an A.

Lack of accountability and transparency in 
public finance management has stunted the 
growth and development in every sector of the 
economy of Nigeria. Multilateral agencies look 
up to accountability and transparency as 
yardsticks for dealing with government. To 
address this problem, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) introduced the 
ICAN Accountability Index (AI).

The ICAN AI mirrors PEFA but is adapted 
to suit the local environment and as such has 
five pillars that are as follows: (a) Policy-based 
Fiscal Strategy and Budgeting, (b) Budget 
Credibility, (c) Management of Assets and 
Debts, (d) Control in Budget Execution, 
Accounting and Reporting, and (e) External 
Audit and Legislative Scrutiny.

In a meeting between the World Bank 
representative in Nigeria and the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria on the 
ICAN Accountability Index in 2021, it was 
made clear that the world bank will support 
states in Nigeria that score high in public 
finance accountability and transparency.

The assessment for 2017 and 2018 fiscal 
years were quite comprehensive and Kaduna 
State came first for both years. States that were 
at the bottom of the index may blame their 
performances on the non-provision of 
data/information required by the assessors. 
However multilateral agencies that partner 

with states…will see non-provision of 
data/information as the lack of accountability 
in public finance management.

Prior to the commencement of the ICAN 
AI, in 2018 for the 2017 fiscal year, the 
International Federation of  Accountants 
(IFAC) and the World Bank, through the 
Department for International Development 
(DfID) endorsed the ICAN AI and IFAC partly 
provided the initial funds for its execution. 
Awareness was created among relevant 
stakeholders in the public sector, which 
included meeting with the then honourable 
minister of Finance, the Federation Accounts 
Allocation Committee (FAAC) and States' 
accountants-general. In addition, the president 
of the Institute formally wrote to the 36 State 
g o v e r n o r s  i n f o r m i n g  t h e m  o f  t h e 
commencement of the assessment.

The assessment for 2017 and 2018 fiscal 
years were quite comprehensive and Kaduna 
State came first for both years. States that were 
at the bottom of the index may blame their 
performances on the non-provision of 
data/information required by the assessors. 
However multilateral agencies that partner 
with states, like the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund, and AfDB will see non-
provision of data/information as the lack of 
accountability in public finance management. 
If such information was there, why was it not 
provided, especially given that most of such 
information are expected to be on the websites 
of States. It must be noted that why Kaduna 
performed well is that it has implemented the 
accrual-based International Public Sector 
Accounting Standard (IPSAS) and is about the 
only state that has done that conscientiously.

Many within the accountancy field in 
Nigeria knew that Kaduna State, through its 
accountability and transparency initiatives, has 
demonstrated to international business 
partners and multilateral funding organisations 
that it can be trusted. Kaduna State has also 
done very well in the World Bank's State 
Financial Transparency, Accountability and 
Sustainability (SFTAS) initiative, in which one 
of the Disbursement Linked Indicators is 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y.  O n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e 
accountability indicator, the Kaduna State 
government comes top of states in Nigeria, 
collecting billions of naira from the World 
Bank.

By leveraging on the ICAN AI, a state 
governor can demonstrate to citizens and 
business partners that he has done what he has 
promised and can therefore be trusted. 

Lack of accountability and transparency in 
public finance management has stunted the 
growth and development in every sector of the 
economy of Nigeria. Multilateral agencies look 
up to accountability and transparency as 
yardsticks for dealing with government. To 
address this problem, the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) introduced the 
ICAN Accountability Index (AI).

It is therefore recommended that both the 
federal and state governments, including their 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) 
embrace accountability leveraging on both 
PEFA and ICAN Accountability Index. States 
should endeavour to implement accrual-based 
IPSAS and employ chartered accountants to 
help drive proper implementation.

Realizing accountability in
public finance management



2023 and the challenge of getting
solution providers into leadership

t is no doubt that Nigeria Iis experiencing one of  the 
most fragile periods in its 

history, with major concerns 
in terms of  physical and 
human security, in terms of  
want and hunger. This is more 
so coupled by a lot of  
insecurity that is attendant 
u p o n  i n s u r g e n c y  a n d  
a g i t a t i o n s  f o r  s e l f -
determination, making like 
nasty and brutish in many 
parts, such as the South-East, 
with Abia State inclusive. 
Hence, this is no time to 
indulge in leadership that is 
not fit-for-purpose or not 
having the capacity to provide 
solutions.

One of  the critical issues 
we face in Nigeria at this point 
how government can be made 
to impact much more on the 
lives of  the people, and to get 
politics to deliver a lot more 
o n  t h e  d i v i d e n d s  o f  
democracy to the people. 
Hence, it is time to move 
governance to the next logical 
level of  building on the 
compact between citizens and 
government, particularly at 
this point in which the 
political process is about to 
move into another cycle.

If  one takes the situation 
across the country, which is as 
much evident in Abia State, 
where I am from, as in most of  
the other sub-national levels, 
one notices that there is still so 
much room for the great 
potentials of  the people and 
the capacity for human 
development to be realised as 
they should. It has been 
unfortunate that in the past 
couple of  years, with the crisis 
that has been attendant upon 
government revenue, due to 
shocks in the global economy, 
social provisioning could not 
be realised as much as it 
should. And there are still 
issues pertaining to concerns 
a r o u n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e,  
education, job creation, youth 
and gender empowerment, 
etc.

While past governments 
have run their race as well as 
they are capable of, even 
within the context of  internal 
a n d  e x t e r n a l  f i s c a l  
restrictions, it is time for other 
more appropriate levels of  
agency to the brought to bear 
on governance, for the 
attainment of  newer levels of  

outcome. And traditionally, it 
is noteworthy that many 
people of  the South-East are 
naturally driven people who 
can create great value almost 
out of  nothing, and when 
given the necessarily fillip by 
government, their potentials 
get unleashed in humungous 
manners.

It is a known fact that Aba 
is a thriving manufacturing 
powerhouse, which both the 
Nigerian and entire Africa's 
economy can thrive on. 
Hence, if  further support is 
given to this space, such as 
through the provision of  
infrastructure, Aba would 
certainly become what one of  
t h e  g r e a t  h o p e f u l s  o f  
governance in the State, 
Lucky Igbokwe describes as 
“Africa's factory”. This is 
certainly also because of  its 
strong business ecosystem, 
which can be enhanced to 
become as competitive as 
production hubs like China 
and Japan. With both the 
physical and other levels of  
infrastructure, the required 
synergies among networks of  
manufacturers, suppliers, 
distributors, government 
agencies, and customers 
would be created that will lead 
to greater productivity and 
competitiveness.

Hence, at this point in the 
process leading to the start off  
of  another cycle in leadership, 
there is the need to be very 
intentional in the choice of  
who is given the mandate to 
harness all the potentials of  
Abia State for the next great 
level of  physical and human 
development.

While a survey of  the field 
o f  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  t h e  
governorship of  Abia State 
reveals  names such as  
Uchechukwu Ogah of  the All 
Progressives Congress and 
A l e x  O t t i  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Grand Alliance, 
among others, but it goes 
without much saying that a 
number of  these aspirants are 
likely to be non-starters in the 
final haul. This is because the 
politics of  power in Abia has 
shown it as being a very 
t r a d i t i o n a l  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party (PDP) 
State, and the party is like to 
retain its leadership role in the 
governance of  Abia State, 
from all the indications of  
public opinion.

A number of  aspirants 

have also emerged through the 
PDP, such as Professor 
Ikonne,  a  for mer  v ice  
chancellor of  the Abia State 
University, and an erstwhile 
aide on social investment to 
Governor Ikpeazu, Chinenye 
Nwogu. A most inspiring 
aspirant to throw his hat into 
the ring has been Lucky 
I g b o k w e ,  a  m a j o r  
entertainment impresario and 
construction magnate, from 
Nkwoachara Ward in the 
Abia Central zone.

In contemplating the 
wider field of  governance in 
Nigeria, and Abia State at this 
juncture, it is quite depressing 
to observe that hardly are 
aspirants taking the pains to 
offer a coherent vision of  the 
society they wish to re-create. 
There seems to be the belief  
that attaining positions of  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  
essentially about throwing 
money at the process and 
electorates, which hardly 
takes the country away from 
the sorry pass in which it is 
nationally and sub-nationally, 
but rather deepens the rot.

As such, what makes 
L u c k y  I g b o k we ' s  c a s e  
particularly inspiring is the 
efforts he has put into 
articulating a vision for Abia 
S ta te  in  t e r ms  o f  the  

development of  its physical 
and human capacities. Of  the 
many on the field in the State, 
he appears to have given much 
thought to the country's 
present fiscal conundrum, 
leading him to emphasise the 
need to develop an industrial 
economy that will make Aba 
Africa's factory. And in this 
regard, he has articulated an 
ecosystem that would thrive 
on the durable synergies 
across the manufacturing 
supply chain,  workers,  
suppliers, and customers. This 
would certainly have positive 
impacts for the major growth 
of  internally generated 
revenue in the state.

Very importantly, the 
c h a i r m a n  o f  2 F l a m e  
Entertainment and CEO 
Lucion Towers Construction 
Company recognises the 
critical need of  developing 
education as the passport to 
h u m a n  a n d  s o c i a l  
development, particularly in 
this age when knowledge has 
become so crucial. And this is 
educational development in 
the very holistic sense, 
involving the provision of  
phys i ca l  in f ra s t r uc ture  
including school buildings, 
and equally incentivising 
teachers in their task of  
d e v e l o p i n g  a  n e w e r  

generation of  manpower.
Moreover, the necessity 

of  creating jobs through the 
r ev i t a l i s a t i o n  o f  f a r m  
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e  
empowerment of  youths, 
enabling the growth of  the 
creative industries, escalating 
the commercial viability of  
markets, making Abia the ICT 
hub of  Africa, and building of  
the tourism potentials of  the 
state to make it a destination 
of  choice, are some of  the 
different nodes of  this vision. 
E s s e n t i a l ly  f o r  L u c k y  
Igbokwe, the determination to 
replicate in Abia State the 
record of  achievements of  the 
late premier of  former Eastern 
region of  Nigeria, Dr. M.I.  
Okpara, is the purpose that 
should drive governance in 
this time.

Dealing with insecurity in 
a milieu of  agitations and 
violent non-state actors will 
require a thoughtful approach 
involving a comprehensive 
study and assessment of  the 
situation on ground, in order 
to gather the information 
necessary to move to the stage 
of  negotiations and dialogues 
between all the parties and 
stakeholders involved, as 
Igbokwe puts it. This can only 
l ead  to  sus ta ined  and  
sustainable peace-building. 
Realizing that the political 
agreement in Abia has zoned 
the next governorship to Abia 
C e n t r a l  e n h a n c e s  t h e  
possibility of  a solution 
provider taking on the baton 
of  leadership in the next 
election, would certainly be 
cheery news to the local 
electorate.

Whatever the political 
permutations that go into the 
contest for a ticket for the 
candidate of  PDP in Abia 
State tomorrow, it will do all 
the stakeholders and delegates 
involved to be conscious, 
beyond  the  t empora r y  
satisfaction of  cash-bearing 
politicians, of  the need to root 
for the future of  the people of  
the state. This is by choosing a 
leader in the mould of  
Igbokwe who is driven by the 
need to provide solutions to 
the numerous concerns of  the 
people, in a way that makes 
h u m a n  a n d  p h y s i c a l  
development sustainable.

Fidelis Nwagwu, a public 
affairs analyst, writes from 
Abuja.
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By Fidelis Nwagwu

While past governments have 
run their race as well as they are 

capable of, even within the context 
of  internal and external fiscal 
restrictions, it is time for other 

more appropriate levels of  agency 
to the brought to bear on 

governance, for the attainment of  
newer levels of  outcome. And 

traditionally, it is noteworthy that 
many people of  the South-East are 

naturally driven people who can 
create great value almost out of  

nothing, and when given the 
necessarily fillip by government, 
their potentials get unleashed in 

humungous manners.

“



News Feature

Insecurity: Residents react as Kumuyi
calls off Aba Crusade 
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

R
eactions have trailed the 
final decision of the Gen-
eral Superintendent of 

the Deeper Life Bible Church, 
Pastor William Kumuyi to can-
cel his planned crusade in Aba, 
Abia State. News Echo gath-
ered that Kumuyi cancelled the 
crusade with the theme: “Je-
sus Power for Extra-Ordinary 
Breakthrough” due to security 
concerns in the South-East ge-
opolitical zone as raised by the 
Indigenous People of Biafra 
(IPOB). 

News Echo learnt that the cru-
sade was scheduled to hold from 
May 24 to May 29, 2022, but 
IPOB had last week Thursday 
advised Kumuyi and the Deeper 
Life not to go ahead with the cru-
sade, stressing that the security 
situation in the land may not be 
suitable for it. 

News Echo also gathered that 
Kumuyi confirmed the cancella-
tion of  the Aba crusade on Satur-
day, and noted that a new venue 
would be announced for the cru-
sade later. The Chairman of  the 
crusade’s organising team, Pastor 
James Akpofure, corroborated 
the cancellation development in 
a statement issued on Saturday, 
Akpofure said, “As there are cur-
rently some security challenges at 
the intended alpha location (Aba, 
Abia State, Nigeria), the Global 
Crusade Convener, Pastor (Dr) 
W.F. Kumuyi commiserate with 
our people in Abia State and will 
be praying along for God’s Di-
vine Intervention. 

“Before the cancellation on 
Saturday, IPOB’s Media and 
Publicity Secretary, Emma Pow-
erful, had warned that IPOB was 
not threatening Kumuyi nor are 
they exaggerating over the secu-
rity situations within the Eastern 
region of  Nigeria.

He described their statement 
and call for Kumuyi to cancel 
the crusade as advice and not a 
threat, stressing that their advice 
must be taken seriously and not 
ignored because if  anything un-
toward happens to anyone in the 
said crusade we will hold the cler-
ic responsible. 

Also before the cancellation an-
nouncement, IPOB advised the 
Christian Association of  Nige-
ria (CAN) to see the reasons for 
their call, warning that they will 
not fold their hands and watch 
people deliberately put in harm’s 
way to be slaughtered because of  
a crusade when they know that 
politicians will employ their local 
thugs to slaughter people and tag 
it that IPOB was responsible for 
such attack.

News Echo reports that IPOB’s 
statement to CAN was a direct 
reply to the call of  the Christian 
body to Kumuyi to go ahead 
with the planned crusade, a posi-
tion IPOB said it found disturb-
ing considering what it tagged 
the inability of  CAN to protect 
Christians.  “CAN understands 
that they have not met the expec-
tations of  their member and the 
Christian community in Nige-
ria. CAN is busy playing politics 
and allowing Muslim fanatics to 
slaughter Christians everywhere 
in Nigeria. 

“It is unbelievable that the 
Christian Association of  Nigeria 
would not summon the courage 
to fight for their members when 
Muslims and its security men at-
tack and murder their members.

 “The Christian Association of  
Nigeria should rather appreciate 
the genuine advice from IPOB 
and ESN members for giving 
pastor Kumuyi a security intel be-
cause we are here on the ground 
in Biafraland.  “Is CAN saying 
that insecurity can only be curbed 
with prayers? Security intel and 
strategy are what is required in a 
situation like this which is what 
we are applying now by advis-
ing Kumuyi and his deeper life 
ministry.  CAN must understand 
that IPOB has Judeo-Christians 
also as family members and it is 
our responsibility to protect from 
political thugs and criminal ele-
ments.

“Criminals in the region at-
tacked INEC, Power Holding 
Company, Schools, burial cere-
monies, wedding ceremonies and 
blame it on peaceful IPOB and 
no media house or politician and 
Christian leadership will exoner-
ate us because we are Biafrans.  
“We don’t need crusade this time 
the security situation is very bad 
in the region. We won’t allow un-
necessary waste of  lives in territo-
ry again. 

“IPOB does not have any issues 
with Kumuyi or other Pastors or 
men and women of  God for that 
matter, what we are talking about 
is the security of  Biafrans. “Pas-
tor Kumuyi and the CAN should 
publicly declare that they should 
be held responsible if  any attack 
by those recruited by politicians 
and the Nigerian Security appara-

tus should happen during this cru-
sade “CAN should stop gambling 
with people’s lives and Christians 
should understand that their lives 
matter. CAN should know that 
all politicians in Nigeria territory 
have criminal thugs they use to 
pursue a particular political inter-
est and these people are not mind-
ing the repercussions or outcome. 
Therefore we still advise Kumuyi 
and deeper life ministry to think 
twice and stop this crusade.

CAN must be firm in defend-
ing the interest of  Christians at 
all times because that is one of  its 
core responsibilities.  “It is how-
ever sad to watch them keeping 
quiet when they are expected to 
speak on behalf  of  Christians. 
They become mute over the in-
cessant abduction and killing in-
nocent Christians in Nigeria.”

News Echo reports that barely a 
few minutes after the second ad-
vice in one week by IPOB against 
the crusade, the organizers decid-
ed to call it off  stressing insecurity 
as the reason. Rev. Clement Oko-
lie said that the situation where 
the crusade meant to convert 
wondering souls to the kingdom 
will be stopped with insecurity as 
the reason should be a warning 
signal to all Christians to wake 
up and see the dangers ahead. He 
said, “I think that the era of  keep-
ing quiet while things are spoiling 
should be over. 

With what just happened, if  we 
keep allowing it, soon, we’ll real-
ize that every Sunday is no longer 
safe for Church services.  “Let me 
make this clear, IPOB may have 
intel as they claimed but what did 
you hear Abia State Government 
say throughout that period of  
IPOB warning? 

They claimed Abia is safe but 
could not say if  what IPOB is say-
ing is a lie or true.  “If  it were to 
be said by a politician, they’ll tag 
it opposition voice. No place is 

safe and I beg our brethren to see 
the need to jointly work together 
to recover our land. 

“If  this crisis and insecurity 
continue, soon everyone may 
start worshipping from their 
houses. If  the crusade had gone 
ahead, something may not hap-
pen or something may happen, 
but it’s time we see that we’re 
in trouble.” Chief  Pius Anakebe 
said that the calling off  of  cru-
sade by Deeper Life Bible Church 
for security reasons is not a sign 
of  cowardice but a sign of  value 
for human lives and the sacro-
sanctity of  humanity. “I support 
the cancellation. I am always a 
participant in the Lord’s Chosen 
Church’s New Year crusade in 
Mgbidi. But in January 2022, the 
crusade didn’t hold at Mgbidi. It 
was held in Lagos. 

“Many people are giving eth-
nic colouration to the matter, but 
it is a security issue. The owner 
of  Lord’s Chosen is from Orsu 
Local Government Area in Imo 
State. Remember that Orsu is 
also in the troubled Orlu Zone.  
“His crusade ground is at Mgbidi 
in the same Orlu Zone. 

He’s not from the South-West, 
but he saw the danger and shift-
ed the venue of  his crusade ear-
ly without anyone even telling 
him. So, I don’t see why anybody 
should be making noise about 
this one.  “We all expected that 
such intel should come from po-
lice rather than non-state actors, 
but it’s unfortunate that where 
we’ve found ourselves now is be-
yond human comprehension.”

Many others who spoke cor-
roborated the views of  Anakebe 
and Okolie and also called on the 
South-East governors to forget 
about their differences, and come 
together to rescue the region from 
criminals because failure to do so 
may see political rallies cancelled 
and banned very soon.

...Urge S’East govs to act fast as political rallies 
may be banned soon

Dr. Sampson Ayokunle, CAN chairman

If this crisis and insecuri-
ty continue, soon every-
one may start worship-
ping from their houses. 
If the crusade had gone 
ahead, something may 
not happen or something 
may happen, but it’s time 
we see that we’re in trou-
ble. Chief Pius Anakebe 
said that the calling off 
of crusade by Deeper 
Life Bible Church for 
security reasons is not a 
sign of cowardice but a 
sign of value for human 
lives and the sacrosancti-
ty of humanity. I support 
the cancellation. I am al-
ways a participant in the 
Lord’s Chosen Church’s 
New Year crusade in 
Mgbidi. But in January 
2022, the crusade didn’t 
hold at Mgbidi. It was 

held in Lagos

“

Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu



News  

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
bia State Gover-
nor, Okezie Ik-
peazu has reiter-

ated his support for the 
presidential aspiration 
of  Nyesom Wike, Rivers 
State Governor, describ-
ing him as a strong and 
courageous man.

Ikpeazu poured the 
accolades on his Riv-
ers State at Government 
House, Umuahia coun-
terpart when Wike visit-
ed Abia State to seek the 
support of  Abia State del-
egates for his presidential 
pursuit.

Ikpeazu, who received 
Wike inside the govern-
ment house, together 
with the executive and 
some members of  Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP), made it clear that 
his support for Wike has 
remained intact.

He noted that Nigeria is 
in need of  man like Wike 
who has the character and 
courage to lead Nigeria 
and whose capacity can-

Nigeria needs Wike, he’s a strongman
- Okezie Ikpeazu

not be in doubt, especially 
at a time of  national chal-
lenges.

He noted that Wike 
does not change colours 
when the demands rises 
and promised to support 
him to victory, during the 
presidential primary.

Ikpeazu, who sang Igbo 
song, “Onye na enye anyi 
wu onye anyi ga enye” 
(The man who gives us is 
the man we will give) in-
formed the gathering that 
Nyesom Wike had done 
enough for PDP in sev-
eral area and should be 
rewarded with the PDP 
ticket.

He maintained that his 
choice of  Wike is not in 
doubt and praised his 
counterpart for taking up 
the challenge to lead the 
country.

Responding, the visitor, 
Wike appreciated the sup-
port of  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu and the people of  
Abia State and explained 
that his desire to rule Ni-
geria was to reposition 
it and restore security as 
well as grow the economy 

Ikpeazu with hand on his chest, pledges his total support to Wike, inside Govt house, Umuahia.

etc.
He thanked Governor 

Ikpeazu and PDP exec-
utives and members for 
their support before and 
during his visit to Abia 
State, promising to be a 
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President of  all Nigerians 
when elected.

PDP Chairman of  Abia 
State, Hon Alwell Asiforo 
Okere described Wike as 
a great asset to PDP and 
extolled his sacrifices for 
the party in times of  need.

Ohanaeze to APC, PDP delegates: 
Vote aspirants of Igbo extraction, 
preserve Nigeria’s unity
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide on Fri-
day advised all the 

delegates of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
and the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to cast 
their votes for aspirants of  
the Igbo extractions in their 
forthcoming primaries to 
preserve the unity of  Nige-
ria. 

Ohanaeze said that the 
delegates have the last 
chance of  preserving and 
defending the nation’s unity 
with their choices of  can-
didates for the 2023 presi-
dential election, adding that 
any decision that produced 
a Northern candidate will 
likely make Nigeria’s unity 
a history. 

The apex Igbo socio-cul-
tural organization urged the 
delegates to see their soon 
coming primaries as a call 
to duty to save Nigeria and 
preserve her unity by voting 
in the spirit of  equity and 
fairness for aspirants of  the 
Igbo extraction. 

Mazi Okechukwu Isigu-
zoro, Secretary-General, 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide urged the delegates to 
realize that only the Nigeri-
an President of  Igbo stock 
from the seven Igbo speak-
ing states including Anioma 
(in Delta,) and Ikwerre (in 
Rivers) will halt the disinte-
gration threats to Nigeria’s 
corporate existence and uni-
ty beyond 2023.

Isiguzoro warned that 
the consequence of  another 
Northern presidency after 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari in 2023 will be Nigeria’s 
doom and reinforcement for 
the secessionist campaign 
for Biafra restoration. Ac-
cording to him, “We ought 
to have learned from the les-
sons from the use of  Boko 
Haram as a political spear 
for seizing power in 2015 
and the aftermath conse-
quences of  President Bu-
hari’s failure to end up the 
Boko Haram and Bandits 
terrorism in the North.”

APC and PDP national 
delegates should jettison 
money politics and put Nige-
ria’s Unity first by voting for 
Rt Hon. Chibuike Amaechi 
(Ikwerre, Rivers) and Gov. 
David Umahi (South-East) 
in APC and Gov. Nyesom 

Wike (Ikwerre Rivers) and 
Peter Obi (South-East) in 
PDP.” 

Isiguzoro said that never 
in the history of  Nigerian 
politics has a particular re-
gion produced a presiden-
tial candidate and National 
Chairmen of  leading politi-
cal parties at the same time.

He said that it is tanta-
mount to madness for the 
PDP National Chairman, 
Iyorchia Ayu and his APC 
counterpart, Abdullahi Ad-
amu to plot for Northern 
Presidential candidates, as it 
will spell doom for Nigeria 
and bring about an elections 
boycott in the South-East. 

“This is the last decid-
ing chance to preserve and 
defend Nigeria’s unity and 
peace, APC and PDP Na-
tional delegates should 
place patriotism above nep-
otism, and save Democra-
cy.”

We acknowledged the 
support of  Afenifere and 
PANDEF for the 2023 
Igbo Presidency. As for 
those who are inquisitive to 
scuttle the Igbo agenda for 
2023, they’ll reap anarchy, 
particularly the Igbo paid 
agents.

“We have not forgotten 
those Igbo saboteurs that 
betrayed Dr Alex Ekwueme 
in Jos 98 PDP convention if  
there is of  Jos 98 and North-
erners emerge as PDP and 
APC Presidential candi-
dates, Igbos will boycott the 
2023 elections,” Isiguzoro 
warned.

APC South East presidential 
aspirants promise to support 
final flagbearer

C
andidates of  South 
east extraction under 
the ruling All Progres-

sives Congress have unani-
mously agreed to align with 
any of  the south east aspir-
ants that may be so accepted 
to fly the APC presidential 
flag at the 2023 general. This 
was disclosed in a commu-
niqué issued at a meeting on 
Sunday in Abuja by South-
east presidential aspirants ti-
tled “A Comminique Issued 
By The Meeting Of  South-
east Presidential Aspirants 
(APC).”  The statement was 
signed by Ogbonnaya Onu, 
Chief  Molukwu, Sen. Ken. 
Nnamani, Barr Mrs Uju Ken 
Ohanenye, Dave Umahi, 
Hon. Chukwuemeka Nwa-
jiuba and Sen. Rochas Oko-
rocha read as follows: At its 
review meeting held today 
the 22nd of  May, 2022 at the 
residence of  Senator Rochas 
Okorocha, under the chair-
manship of  His Excellency 

Ogbonnoya Onu, the Aspir-
ants agree to make the fol-
lowing statements; 

1. That the President of  
the federal republic of  Nige-
ria and the All Progressive 
Congress and Its National 
Working Committee as well 
the teaming members of  the 
party are commended by the 
entire people of  the southeast 
on their avowed commitment 
to the unity of  Nigeria and 
the inclusion of  all parts of  
Nigeria In the governance ar-
chitecture of  the country.

2. That we commend all 
Nigerians who are commit-
ted to the Nigerian project 
by the whole hearted support 
of  the aspiration of  the south 
east to produce the next Ni-
gerian president in 2023.

3. That in furtherance of  
these commitment all aspir-
ants here commits to align 
with any of  the south east 
aspirants that is accepted by 
and chosen by other Nigeri-
ans to fly the APC flag.

Anambra State Govt set to begin door-to-door refuse collection
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Governor of  An-
ambra State, Prof. 
Chukwuma Soludo 

in his efforts to find lasting 
solution to perennial waste 
management challenges fac-
ing the state, has announced 
the readiness of  his govern-
ment to commence door to 
door collection of  refuse.

Mr Governor who was 

represented by the Deputy 
Governor, Dr. Onyekachuk-
wu Ibezim made this rev-
elation on Thursday, 19th 
May, 2022 at Nnewi during 
a visit to Innoson Vehicle 
Manufacturing, IVM, Lim-
ited, Nnewi, Nnewi North 
LGA of  the state.

Speaking during the vis-
it, the governor reiterated 
state government commit-
ment to patronizing local 
manufacturers to encourage 

economic growth and job 
creation, adding that local 
manufacturers understand 
challenges of  our immedi-
ate environment and can 
guarantee same quality ob-
tained in China and other 
Asian countries.

Prof. Soludo explained 
that the visit is to ascertain 
quality of  equipments that 
will be deployed for effective 
door to door waste evacu-
ation, saying that, soon re-

ceptacles being constructed 
by Innoson, a local vehicle 
manufacturing company 
based in Nnewi will soon be 
deployed, in addition to tri-
cycles to cover hard to reach 
areas. 

The Spokes person of  the 
company, Mr Cornel Osi-
gwe, assured of  quality of  
their products, guarantying 
that they will serve the pur-
pose in which they will be 
deployed for.



he people of  Umualum TN e k e d e  a u t o n o m o u s 
community (Old Road), 

Owerri West local government 
area, Imo State, have called for 
quick reconstruction of  their 
deplorable road by the Imo State 
Government led by Governor 
Hope Uzodimma.

The people said when the 
r o a d  i s  t i m e l y ,  s o l i d l y 
reconstructed commercial, social 
and educational activities will be 
well encouraged as youths and 
women will engage in productive 
ventures like farming, trading and 
schooling.

The people who spoke to 
N e w s  E c h o  t h r o u g h  N z e 
Mmerenini Charles, a community 
leader and  retired civil servant, 
last week, at the area, lamented 
that  residents of  Umualum 
Nekede have been suffering from 
lack of  social amenities especially 
bad road, lack of  portable water, 
none functional healthcare and 
irreegular supply of  electricity 
despite huge economic benefits 
which Imo State Government 
derives from their solid mineral 
r e sources  inc lud ing  l ands, 
regretting that it is uncalled for- for 
government to fail the people after 
telling them of  its readiness to 
reconstruct the Nekede Old Road 
from Nworie River Bridge to 
Umuoma Nekede Junction by 
Umudibia/Ihiagwa Road.

Mmerenini who condemned 
the nonchalance attitude of  
government in looking into the 
priority needs and desires of  the 
people of  Nekede Old Road 
including other rural roads, hinted 
that since the Imo Zoological 
Garden Perimeter Fence fell and 
barricaded their access to Owerri, 
government had shied away and 

allowed them to suffer adversely 
on the said road which he added is 
a death- trap, pointing out that the 
gully  erosion which government 
neglects  took the  l i fe  of  a 
scavenger who was scavenging for 
food, saying government only 
intervenes when life is lost.

According to Mmerenini, 
"the ongoing road construction by 
Nworie River should as a matter 

h e  p e o p l e  o f  O m o r Tcommunity in Ayamelum 
local government area of  

Anambra State have called on the 
S ta te  House  o f  Assembly 
Speaker, Honourable Uche 
Okafor, to step down his third 
term ambition for the interest of  
fairness, equity, peace and unity 
in the area.

The community also called 
o n  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n o r , 
Chukwuma Soludo, to intervene, 
threatening that if  the Speaker 
refuse to step down his third term 
agenda and respect, abide by the 

zoning arrangement instituted 
earlier by stakeholders from 
Ayamelum State Constituency 
for various political offices, 
where the Speaker represent, it 
will amount to political violent 
during the election.

News Echo gathered that the 
cal led came fol lowing the 
endorsement of  the speaker by 
some people of  Ayamelum Local 
government area including 
Omambala Women Trader's 
Association, Ayamelum chapter 
for the Speaker's third term 
reelection bid.

Speaking on behalf  of  Omor 
community, in a press briefing in 
Awka, on Thursday, Barrister 
Mike Ikegbunam, argued that 
Omor community should be 
allowed to produce the next State 
Constituency Member in line 
with the zoning arrangement.

He said it was a breach of  
agreement for the incumbent 
Speaker of  the State House of  
Assembly, Hon Uche Okafor, 
from Ifite Ogwari to present 
himself  for a third term in the 
constituency again.

While demanding for equity 

as the build up for 2023 political 
dispensation intensifies, he said  
i t  wa s  t h e  t u r n  o f  O m o r 
community to produce in the 
spirit of  fairness, equity and to 
sustain the already existing peace 
in the area.

“When Hon Uche Okafor 
was allowed to context for a 
second term, we allowed him 
because he said the former 
Governor, Chief  Willie Obiano, 
wanted to make him the Speaker 
of  the House of  Assembly.But 
now,  we can't allow him go for a 
third term as it negates our 
zoning formular.Somebody from 
Omor should go this  t ime 
around" Ikegbunam frowned.

He, then, drew the attention 
of  various stakeholders to the 
impending breach of  agreement 
by some political actors to 
actualize their selfish ambition 
which could be detrimental to 
peace being enjoyed in the 
constituency.

Since nobody f rom All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), is  contesting the 
forthcoming primaries with him, 
I called on other contesters from 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC), People Democratic Party 
(PDP) and other parties filing a 
candidates in the Constituency, 
to get prepared for replacement, 
come 2023 generation, he stated.

of  necessity and immediacy is 
stretched to Umualum Nekede 
(Old Road) to ease movement. 
Government functionaries take 
our lands without adequate 
compensation and share them 
among themselves and cronies. 
We cannot continue to be fooled 
by those in power. Enough of  this 
negligence. When the road is 
done- there will be massive 

commercial and social activities at 
the area and people will be 
positively engaged with crime and 
insecurity being reduced".

He noted that "the contractor 
who government claimed to have 
awarded the road contract to 
stopped work because government 
did not mobilize him. So, the 
palliative work at the collapsed 
zoo perimeter fence was done by 

Nekede people (community 
effort). We therefore call on Imo 
State Government to urgently 
intervene to rescue us from 
suffering by awarding the road and 
duly paying the contractor so that 
he or she does a solid work on the 
link road."
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Community leader calls for quick reconstruction
of deplorable Nekede Old Road
By Ikenna Orioha

Community warns Anambra Speaker to step down third term
ambition for peace, unity 



nambra State Governor, 

AProf  Charles Soludo on 
thursday presented the 

N 1 6 9 , 6 2 1 , 7 4 4 , 1 3 1  b i l l i o n  
R E V I S E D  2 0 2 2  D R A F T  
BUDGET to Anambra Assembly,

tagged; “Taking Off  From 
The Blocks” as against the 
approved N141.9billion for the 
immediate past Governor, Chief  
Dr Willie Obiano on tagged; 
“Continuity, Sustainability and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  N e w  
Anambra”

News Echo reports that the 
governor in his document 
enumerated various sectors to 
include, Roads from 12bn to 50bn, 
Youth Empowerment from 500m 
to 2.5bn, Agriculture 500k to 
1million palm and coconut 
seedlings, Pension and gratuity to 
be cleared, Community choose 
your project from 20m to 25m and 
so many others.

According to Soludo, "As 
promised, we hit the ground 
running from day one, putting in 
8hours and 45 minutes in office on 
the first day, reflecting the 
humongous challenges facing the 
s ta te  as  wel l  as  our  fu l l  
consciousness that ours is an 
agenda with a deadline.  Our 
vision is to transform Anambra 
into a livable and prosperous 
smart megacity- to become the 
preferred destination to live, learn, 
invest, work, relax/enjoy".  

"The Agenda is predicated on 
four strong pil lars:  robust 
economic transformation for a 
new industrial-tech- leisure hub; a 
comprehensive social agenda for a 
human capital bank that is 
p r o d u c t i ve  a t  h o m e  a n d  
exportable abroad; governance, 
rule of  law and new value system; 
and a clean, green, planned and 
s u s t a i n a b l e  c o m mu n i t i e s ,  
markets, and cities. 

He noted that "among the 
challenges we inherited, a red 
treasury and pervasive insecurity 
especially with criminals taking 
the seven local governments of  the 
south senatorial zone hostage 
were the most acute.

The Anambra leader further 
explained that the "The purpose of  
the 2022 Revised budget is to 
r e f l e c t  c u r r e n t  r e a l i t i e s ,  
challenges, and priorities of  the 
new administration and Ndi 
Anambra. We are undaunted by 
the state of  the treasury. We have 
seriously started reforming our 
system of  tax administration to 
s ignif icantly ramp up our 
internally generated revenue over 
the  coming years.  In  the  
meantime, the dire needs of  Ndi 
Anambra and our transformation 
agenda cannot wait. We are 
working on a mixture of  financing 
options (including debt that is 

ring-fenced to fund bankable 
projects and/or infrastructure 
with impacts on the economy) to 
guarantee efficient and effective 
service delivery to our people 
while ensuring fiscal sustainability 
over the medium to longer terms. 
The details of  these will be laid out 
in our 2023 budget".  

The revised budget size is 
about N170 billion versus the 
existing appropriation of  N142 
b i l l i o n  ( w i t h  t h e  c a p i t a l  
expenditure accounting for 64% 
compared to 57% previously). 
Capital expenditure increased by 
33% from N81 billion to N108 
b i l l i o n  w h i l e  r e c u r r e n t  
expenditure increased marginally 
by 0.79% from N60 billion. We left 
the budget on security unchanged 
while we count on off  budget 
resources from donations to 
augment. As a reflection of  our 
Agenda, about 60% of  the Capital 
Expenditure is targeted at 
delivering infrastructure that the 
average citizen can feel, see, use or 
touch and which have the highest 
developmental impact within the 
shortest possible time". 

For example,  we have 
declared a state of  emergency on 
rebuilding our road infrastructure 
and traffic management.  About 
N52 billion or about 31% of  the 
total budget is for the Ministry of  
Works and Infrastructure and we 
intend to simultaneously invest in 
roads in most of  the local 
governments, paying special 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  o u r  u r b a n  
regeneration agenda.  We have 
requested the Federal government 
to intervene. But in the event that 
the expected response does not 
come soon, we may have to 
implement urgent palliatives in 
some places  especia l ly  a t  
Amansea; Ekwulobia- Igboukwu- 

Nnobi road; Ogidi; etc where the 
roads are literally cutting off.

We plan to recruit qualified 
medical doctors and nurses for our 
general hospitals and upscale the 
infrastructure in selected ones. We 
have already received over 26,000 
applications in response to our 
advertisement to recruit and train 
teachers for our primary and 
secondary schools. Visitation 
panels will review the operations 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i ve r s i t y,  
Polytechnic and College of  
Education to provide basis for our 
reforms to ensure that they are fit 
for purpose. As a precursor to our 
planned Entertainment and 
Leisure City (envisaged to be 
largest in Africa), we have 
budgeted in the interim to 
c o n s t r u c t  a n  e x p a n s i v e  
Entertainment and leisure park 
around the Agulu Lake. Yes, our 
administration is continuing with 
the 'Community Choose Your 
P r o j e c t '  i n i t i a t ive  o f  my  
predecessor, and have raised the 
value of  the community projects 
to N25 million per community.

Furthermore, to drive our 
“Everything Technology, and 
Te c h n o l o g y  E ve r y w h e r e ”  
strategy, the budget provides for a 
modern centralized ICT Data 
Centre to consolidate the State's 
data  and ensure  bus iness  
continuity in any and all  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .   We  a r e  
commencing the digitization of  
our land registry. Our agenda to 
deliberately orchestrate the 
emergence and empowerment of  
thousands of  youth millionaires 
and a digital tribe is given its first 
impetus in this revised budget.  We 
promised to reinvent the Oil Palm 
and Coconut revolution. We have 
mobilized communities and the 
private sector for partnership and 

with overwhelming demand, we 
p l a n  t o  p r o v i d e  
500,000—1,000,000 seedlings this 
year, and millions in subsequent 
years. We have also provided for 
signif icant seed money to 
commence pre-feasibility studies 
and designs for bankable projects, 
including possible new cities.  

"Fiscal prudence will become 
a lifestyle as we cannot afford to 
waste one kobo. Transparent 
public finance management will 
be critical. That is why we have 
also budgeted for the full 
computerization of  the Ministry 
of  Finance and the Office of  the 
Accountant-General. Managing 
our over N120 billion debt, 
especially the contractor debt and 
pension liabilities in the context of  
the paltry Federation Account 
receipts and burgeoning needs of  
our people will task our dexterity 
and demand hard choices and 
sacrifice.  We just received the 
preliminary report of  the external 
consultants' review of  our local 
government finances which 
confirms that the combined state 
and local government gratuity 
liabilities to pensioners over N20 
billion. We are determined to 
clean the books over time and 
a l i g n  A n a m b r a ' s  p e n s i o n  
administration with the Pension 
Act and let our pensioners smile.  
I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  o u r  
administration has signaled a new 
dawn by insisting that we won't 
owe new retirees under my watch, 
while we have also started (albeit 
gradually) paying down the 
backlog".

Our government is very 
s e r i o u s  i n  f o r g i n g  n e w  
development partnerships with 
the international development 
partners, the federal government, 
as well as the local government. 

We are reforming our processes 
and ramping up our active 
engagements to maximize the 
benefits of  such partnerships.

We are also working hard to 
restructure and reform our local 
government administration in 
conformity with the relevant laws. 
We will actively collaborate with 
the local governments in the areas 
of  waste management; cleaner, 
g r e e n e r  a n d  m o r e  
environmentally sustainable 
communities; street lighting; fire 
service; qualitative primary school 
education; as well as planned 
modern markets, and security.  
Community government will be 
strengthened and mainstreamed. 
Already, the State is forging new 
( s u s t a i n a b l e )  e c o n o m i c  
partnership with communities not 
only with the 'community choose 
your project' initiative but now 
with the new community-based 
but jointly owned Oil Palm and 
Coconut plantations that will soon 
adorn the state.

In weeks to come, we will be 
coming to you again and again 
with a set of  legislations required 
as critical building blocks for the 
next Anambra we all envision, as 
well as other critical approvals and 
confirmations required from this 
Honourable House.  By July we 
shall also start the process for the 
2023 budget, and will again come 
to the House once completed. I 
sincerely do hope and pray that 
despite your busy political agenda, 
you would find sufficient time to 
devote  to  the expedit ious 
discharge of  these responsibilities 
required of  your offices.

Concluding, the statements 
reads further, “This Revised 
Budget 2022 sign-posts some of  
the key deliverables for this year as 
we Kick-off  from the Blocks. It is 
also a call to collective action and 
lifestyle of  Value for Money. 

The foundation of  Anambra 
as a Smart Mega City will be 
tasking all of  us to the limit. This 
Anambra Spirit and collective 
action came alive during my visits 
to Lagos and Abuja last week to 
meet with our people. The 
enthusiasm and generous pledges 
of  our people towards our 
homeland security demonstrated 
once again that Anambra can be 
anything we desire and work that 
it should be. I am emboldened by 
the massive support and solidarity 
of  the people as we face the threat 
of  common but organized 
criminals who want to run our 
people out of  town and take our 
wealth and land by force".  

"But we are Ndi Anambra, 
and together, we shall overcome! 
Give us the budget urgently, and 
by the time our people come home 
for Christmas, we will all be proud 
that we are serving the people 
well", he added.
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News Analysis
Anambra Revised Budget:
Prof Soludo presents N169,621,744,131
billion to lawmakers
...Tackles road, insecurity, youth empowerment, healthcare, ICT, agriculture, pension, others
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Anambra State Governor, Prof. Charles Soludo presenting the revised budget to the
State Assembly
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ormer Deputy President Fo f  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d 
Governorship Aspirant in 

Enugu State, Ike Ekweremadu, 
at the weekend shunned a 
mee t ing  o f  gube r na to r ia l 
a s p i r a n t s  h e l d  t o  s i g n  a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) to accept 
any aspirant among them whom 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi will 
choose as his successor.

Also absent in the peace 
accord meeting was the former 
Vice Chancellor of  Michael 
O k p a r a  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Agriculture, Umudike, Professor 
Hilary Edeoga. 

Reason for the absence of  
Professor Edeoga was not 
ascertained as at press time but it 
was gathered that supporters of  
Senator Ekweremadu and the 
loyalists of  Governor Ugwuanyi 
had been on dagger drawn over 
the choice of  who becomes the 
f lag-bearer of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in May 
28 primary of  the party. 

W h i l e  l oya l i s t s  o f  t h e 
i n c u m b e n t  ( G o v e r n o r 

Ugwuanyi) are insisting on 
rotation, advancing the course 
of  Enugu East Senatorial Zone 
to produce the next governor, 
Ekweremadu 's faithful are 
halting the zoning system, 
calling on the leadership of  the 
party to throw the contest open 
to allow the best candidate to 
emerge. 

Following the PDP ward 
parallel congress impasse in the 
s t a t e ,  b o t h  G o v e r n o r 
U g w u a n y i  a n d  S e n a t o r 
Ekweremadu camps had gone 
to Court to authenticate the list 
of  the 3-man ad-hoc delegates 
of  the party in the state. 

News Echo, however, learnt 
that fifteen out of  sixteen PDP 
governorship aspirants from 
Enugu East Senatorial district 
have signed MoU to accept, 
without hesitation, any one 
among them whom Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi chooses to 
become the candidate of  the 
p a r t y  i n  t h e  M a y  2 8 
governorship primary election 
of  the party for the 2023 general 
election.

The 15 candidates are all 
from Enugu East Senatorial 

District and they entered into a 
peaceful accord before the 
Enugu East Traditional Rulers 
council led by its Chairman, 
HRH Igwe Julius Nnaji the 
Odezuluigbo II of  Nike, on 
Saturday.

In the MoU, the aspirants 
also agreed not to drag the 
fa l lou t  o f  the  Gover nor 
Ugwuanyi's choice and the 
primary election to any court 
of  law, agreeing also, that those 
not favoured by the choice 
would be carried along in the 
new government to be formed 
in 2023.

Part of  of  the MoU reads: 
“In a determined effort to 
sustain the peaceful political 
environment fostered by the 
consultative administrative 
style of  His Excellency Rt.Hon. 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi and to 
ensure a sustained brotherly 
and fraternal political zone 
both before and after the PDP 
governorship primaries, we, the 
governorship aspirants from 
the Enugu–East Senatorial 
Zone, hereby collectively and 
individually commit to the 
following:

“A campaign devoid of  
rancour and animosity, devoid 
of  blackmail, sabotage, hate 
speech, and any other act(s) 
capable of  sowing discord and 
negat ively impact ing the 
cohesion, peace, and unity of  
Enugu–East Senatorial Zone 
and Enugu State in general.

“A peaceful campaign that 
ensures every candidate and his 
supporters are accommodated 
within the structure of  whoever 
wins the primary nomination; 
Peaceful primaries devoid of  
violence and other acts that 
could compromise the peace 
and security of  the Enugu–East 
Senatorial Zone and the entire 
Enugu State.

“A compromise on matters 
that will promote unity, law, 
and order during the campaign 
and election period; Respect for 
the Governor of  Enugu State 
and acceptance of  his choice of  
a candidate from this group in 
the  bes t  interes ts  of  the 
Enugu–East Senatorial Zone 
and Enugu State at large.

“The avoidance of  litigation 
as a result of  the primaries' 
conduct, regardless of  who 

ultimately wins; The eventual 
i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d 
accommodation of  all aspirant 
interests in any government led 
by a victorious aspirant from 
the Enugu–East Senatorial 
Zone.”

It was prepared under the 
ausp i ce s,  gu idance,  and 
direction of  the Traditional 
R u l e r s  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e 
Enugu–East Senatorial Zone, 
and the PDP Zonal Chairman, 
Enugu-East Senatorial Zone, 
Chief  Nnamdi Nwafor and 
adopted at the Nike Lake 
Resort Hotel in Enugu.

The Aspirants who signed 
the MoU were: Professor Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji, Professor 
Barth Nnaji, Dr Bar. Peter 
Mbah, Hon. Bar. Chijioke 
J.Edeoga, Senator Gil Nnaji, 
Captain Evarest Nnaji, H.E. 
Rev. Ifeanyi R. Nwoye, Sir 
Chinyeaka Ohaa, Dr. G.O.C. 
Ajah, Dr. Kingsley Udeh, 
Pastor Engr. Beloved Dan 
Anike, Hon. Bar. Nwabueze 
Ugwu,

Dr Josef  Ken Onoh, Engr. 
Erasmus Anike, and Chukwudi 
Abraham Nneji.

Enugu guber: Ekweremadu, Edeoga shun
peace accord meeting, allow Governor
Ugwuanyi anoint successor 

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

EdeogaEkweremaduUgwuanyi
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Foreign News

T
echnicians linked to 
the Syrian military’s 
infamous barrel bombs 
that have wreaked 

devastation across much of the 
country have been deployed to 
Russia to help potentially pre-
pare for a similar campaign in 
the Ukraine war, European of-
ficials believe.

Intelligence officers say more 
than 50 specialists, all with vast 
experience in making and deliv-
ering the crude explosive, have 
been in Russia for several weeks 
working alongside officials 
from Vladimir Putin’s military.

Their arrival is understood 
to be one factor behind US and 
European warnings that the 
Russian military may have been 
preparing for the use of chem-
ical weapons in the conflict, 
which has entered its fourth 
month with little sign of slow-
ing.

Barrel bombs – crude explo-

Structures shaken by bomb.

sives packed in to a drum and 
dropped from a helicopter – 
were used to devastating effect 
throughout the Syrian war. The 
regime was also regularly ac-
cused of  filling canisters with 
chlorine and dropping them on 
opposition held towns and cities, 
causing hundreds of  deaths and 
sparking widespread alarm.

With no anti-aircraft weapons, 
the anti-Assad opposition had 
little to counter the Syrian mili-
tary’s air supremacy, which was 
a big factor in the regime clawing 
back parts of  the country after 10 
years of  war.

The situation is very differ-
ent in Ukraine, however, where 
Ukrainian troops armed with 
lethal ground to air missiles can 
bring down Russian jets and hel-
icopters, stalling advances and 
exposing ground forces to with-
ering artillery fire.

“This is probably why we hav-
en’t seen them cross the border,” 

said one European official. “We 
know the capacity is there, but 
if  they use it, they lose; we will 
know who’s done it, and they 
will likely be killed anyway.”

The barrel bomb specialists 
were at the vanguard of  the forc-
es the Syrian government sent to 
Russia to support Putin, whose 
backing had been instrumental 
in securing Assad regime’s grip 
on power.

The officials believe between 
800 and 1,000 Syrian troops have 
so far volunteered to travel to 
Russia, where the Kremlin has 
promised them salaries of  be-
tween $1,500-$4,000 – up to 20 
times the amounts they would 
receive in Syria, where an eco-
nomic collapse has ravaged the 
local currency’s value.

The Syrian government has 
established four main recruiting 
centres for the Russian deploy-
ment, in Damascus, Latakia, 
Hama and Homs. Recruits are 
deployed under contract with the 
Wagner Group, the Russian pri-
vate military organisation, which 
has played a leading role in hir-
ing mercenaries to support Rus-
sia’s foreign adventures.

Wagner has been prominent in 
Libya and eastern Syria support-
ing Russia’s interests. However, 
it has sometimes had a frayed 
relationship with the Kremlin. 
In early 2018, its forces were 
engaged in a brutal battle with 
US and Kurdish forces in the 
Syrian province of  Deir Azzour, 
in which more than 140 merce-
naries were killed, mainly by US 

Syria’s barrel bomb  experts in Russia to 
help with potential Ukraine campaign

Pounded by Russian offensive in 
the east, Ukraine rules out ceasefire

U
kraine ruled out a 
ceasefire or any terri-
torial concessions to 
Moscow while Russia 

stepped up its attack in the east-
ern Donbas region and stopped 
sending gas to Finland in its lat-
est response to Western sanctions 
and its deepening international 
isolation.

Polish President Andrzej Duda 
told lawmakers in Kyiv that the 
international community had to 
demand Russia’s complete with-
drawal from Ukrainian territory 
and that sacrificing even an inch 
of it would be a “huge blow” to 
the entire West.

“Worrying voices have ap-
peared, saying that Ukraine should 
give in to (President Vladimir) 
Putin’s demands,” Duda said, 
the first foreign leader to address 
Ukrainian lawmakers in person 
since Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion.

“Only Ukraine has the right to 
decide about its future.” Shortly af-
ter he finished speaking, an air raid 
siren was heard in central Kyiv, a 
reminder that the nation remained 
at war even as the front lines have 
shifted hundreds kilometres to the 
south and east.

After ending weeks of  resistance 
by the last Ukrainian fighters in 
the strategic southeastern port of  
Mariupol, Russia is waging a ma-
jor offensive in Luhansk, one of  
two provinces in Donbas.

Russian-backed separatists al-
ready controlled parts of  Luhansk 
and the neighbouring Donetsk 
province before the invasion, but 
Moscow wants to seize the re-
maining Ukrainian-held territory 
in the region.

The Russian defence ministry 
said on Sunday its forces pound-
ed Ukrainian command centres, 
troops and ammunition depots in 
Donbas and the Mykolayiv region 
in the south with air strikes and 
artillery.

Ukraine’s general staff  reported 
continued heavy Russian shelling 
of  twin cities Sievierodonetsk and 
Lysychansk in the Luhansk re-
gion.

The cities, separated by the 
Siverskiy Donets River, form the 
eastern part of  a Ukrainian-held 
pocket that Russia has been trying 
to overrun since mid-April after 
failing to capture Kyiv and shifting 
its focus to the east and south of  
the country.

Ukraine’s lead negotiator, speak-
ing to Reuters on Saturday, ruled 
out a ceasefire that would involve 
Russian forces remaining in occu-
pied areas or any deal with Mos-
cow that involved ceding territory. 
Making concessions would back-
fire because Russia would hit back 
harder after any break in fighting, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s 
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak said.

A relative of a Syrian army lieutenant 
who signed up to fight in Ukraine 
denied his uncle was a mercenary. 
They are going there as a regular 

army unit. He is traveling with a full 
platoon. Only four of them didn’t 

want to go. Putin did a lot for us, and
 we can help him now. In late April,

 the Ukrainian government claimed that up to 
25 Libyan or Syrian fighters had been killed in 
the town of Popasna, though this was denied by 
both Syrian officials and opposition members

“The war will not stop. It will 
just be put on pause for some 
time,” Podolyak said in an inter-
view in the heavily guarded presi-
dential office. “They’ll start a new 
offensive, even more bloody and 
large-scale.”

Recent calls for an immediate 
ceasefire have come from U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
and Italian Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi.

The end of  fighting in Mariupol, 
the biggest city Russia has cap-
tured, gives Putin a rare victory 
after a series of  setbacks in nearly 
three months of  combat.

The last Ukrainian forces holed 
up Mariupol’s vast Azovstal 
steelworks have surrendered, the 
Russian defence ministry said on 
Friday. While Ukraine has not 
confirmed all its forces have left, 
the commander of  the Azov reg-
iment, one of  the units in the fac-
tory, said in a video that Ukraine’s 
military command had ordered 
the forces in Mariupol to stand 
down in order to preserve their 
lives.

Full control of  Mariupol gives 
Russia command of  a land route 
linking the Crimean Peninsula, 
which Moscow seized in 2014, 
with mainland Russia and parts of  
eastern Ukraine held by pro-Rus-
sia separatists.

Russian state gas company Gaz-
prom said on Saturday it had halt-
ed gas exports to Finland, which 
has refused Moscow’s demands 
to pay in roubles for Russian gas 
after Western countries imposed 
sanctions over the invasion.

Finland said it was prepared 
for the cutoff  of  Russian flows. It 
applied together with its Nordic 
neighbour Sweden on Wednesday 
to join the NATO military alli-
ance, although that is facing resist-
ance from NATO member Turkey.

Most European supply contracts 
are denominated in euros or dol-
lars. Last month, Moscow cut off  
gas to Bulgaria and Poland after 
they rejected the new terms.

Western nations have also 
stepped up weapons supplies to 
Ukraine. On Saturday, Kyiv got 
another huge boost when U.S. 
President Joe Biden signed a bill to 
provide nearly $40 billion in mili-
tary, economic and humanitarian 
aid.

Moscow says Western sanc-
tions, along with arms deliveries 
for Kyiv, amount to a “proxy war” 
by the United States and its allies.

Putin calls the invasion a “spe-
cial military operation” to disarm 
Ukraine and rid it of  radical an-
ti-Russian nationalists. Ukraine 
and its allies have dismissed that 
as a baseless pretext for the war, 
which has killed thousands of  peo-
ple in Ukraine, displaced millions 
and shattered cities.
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Soludo pledges N10m reward on 
killers of Anambra lawmaker  

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka, Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
he head of  the 
member repre-
senting Governor 

Chukwuma Soludo’s 
constituency, Hon Oke-
chukwu Okoye, who was 
kidnapped last week was 
found on Saturday at 
Nnobi in Idemili South 
local government area of  
Anambra State.

His body was not there 
and indications were that 
the killers removed the 
body. Okoye and one oth-
er person were kidnapped 
at Aguata and his Toyota 
Sienna car he was driving 
in abandoned. Police later 
recovered the car and said 
that they had deployed 
operatives to rescue the 
lawmaker and begun 
manhunt to track the kid-
nappers. While presenting 
the state’s revised budget 
to the state lawmakers on 
Friday, Governor Soludo 
informed them that their 
colleague who was repre-
senting him in the House 
of  Assembly was still in 
the kidnapper’s den.” I 
regret that one of  you, 
the member representing 
the good people of  Agua-
ta II Constituency in the 
House of  Assembly (my 
own representative) – 
Hon. Okechukwu Okoye, 
is still in the custody of  
the kidnappers.

 “The security agencies 
are working very hard and 
round the clock to secure 
his freedom. God is on 
the throne and Anambra 
will win. Let me leave it 
at that”, the governor said 

at the House of  Assembly. 
But the state Police Public 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
DSP Tochukwu Ikenga 
told Journalists last night 
that Okoye had been 
killed.

 “His head was found 
along Nnobi road today 
(Saturday). There is no 
suspect in custody yet” 
the PPRO said. Mean-
while, the state governor, 
Chukwuma Charles Solu-
do, while condenming the 
gruesome murder, has 
pledged a sum of  ten mil-
lion (#10 million), reward 
for any valuable informa-
tion to track the killers.

The announcement was 
contained in a statement 
signed and made availa-
ble to Newsmen on Sat-
urday night, by his Press 
Secretary, Mr. Christian 
Aburime.

The statement read, 
Prof. Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo, Anambra state 
governor, has received 
with shock and deep sad-
ness the news of  the grue-
some murder of  Hon. 
Okechukwu Okoye, mem-
ber representing Aguata II 
Constituency at the State 
House of  Assembly and 
his aide, Cyril Chiegbo-
ka. Both Hon Okoye and 
Cyril Chiegboka were 
kidnapped on the road by 
the heartless and barbaric 
murderers on 15th May.

Gov Soludo condoles 
with his kinsmen of  Isuo-
fia, noting that it is prob-
ably the same criminal 
gang that attacked him 
and killed three policemen 
at Isuofia two years ago 
that are once again on the 
prowl.  But they can nev-
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er cow down Isuofia and 
Anambra state. Governor 
Soludo, still in shock over 
the barbaric acts against 
his two kinsmen, vowed 
that the perpetrators as 
well as all criminals op-
erating in Anambra must 
be decisively brought to 
book.  Governor Soludo 
has consequently placed 
a N10 million reward for 
anyone or group that will 
avail valuable information 
that will lead to the imme-
diate arrest of  the perpe-
trators of  this dastardly 
act. Anambra will soon be 
a hell for these criminals, 
Gov Soludo assured.

Governor Soludo wish-
es to reassure Ndi An-
ambra of  government’s 

resolve and renewed de-
termination with the secu-
rity agencies to go all out 
against the criminals and 
ensure they are brought 
to justice.  “Anambra will 
win against the forces of  
darkness”, Gov Soludo 
assured, urging Ndi An-
ambra to brace up for the 
all out war against the 
criminals.

Also the Anambra State 
House of  Assembly has 
expressed deep shock over 
the news of  the gruesome 
murder of  one of  the 
members of  the House, 
Honourable Okechukwu 
Okoye by unknown gun-
men.

In a press statement 
by the Speaker of  the 

State House of  Assem-
bly, Rt.Hon.Uche Okafor, 
which was made available 
to Newsmen on Saturday 
night, by House Public 
Relations Officer, Emma 
Madu, the State Legisla-
ture described the death 
of  Hon.Okoye as unfor-
tunate and heart breaking.

Rt.Hon.Okafor who 
described the late Hon.
Okoye as one of  the out-
spoken and articulated 
lawmakers, noted that the 
Legislative Institution in 
the state has lost a quality 
member in the person of  
Hon.Okoye.

The Speaker recollect-
ed the late Hon.Okoye’s 
sense of  humour, hospi-
tality and commitment to 
duty among other positive 
attributes, adding that his 
demise will really be felt 
in the House of  Assembly.

He urged Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo not 
to relent in his efforts to-
wards achieving maxi-
mum security of  lives and 
property of  Ndi Anambra 
and called on well-mean-
ing citizens to join hands 
with the governor in that 
direction.

The speaker, while 
Commiserating with the 
late Hon.Okoye’s imme-
diate family,his kinsman, 
Governor Soludo and the 
entire Isuofia community 
on behalf  of  the members 
of  the State House of  As-
sembly and the entire Leg-
islature, enjoined them to 
take solace in the fact that 
the short but eventful life 
of  the late Hon.Okoye 
was full of  quality service 
to God and humanity.

He prayed God to grant 
him erternal rest.

….House of  Assembly condemn attack

The Lawmaker, Hon. Okoye, kidnapped and killed in Anambra State.

Enugu Governor secures foreign mentorship
programme for 28 indigenous students 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State through the 

State Scholarship Board has 
secured fully-funded schol-
arships for another 28 post 
graduate students who are 
indigenes of  the state to study 
in Europe and America.  

Addressing newsmen 
when he led some of  the 
beneficiaries to the Govern-
ment House, Enugu to thank 
Governor Ugwuanyi for the 
rare opportunity, the Execu-
tive Secretary of  the Enugu 
State Scholarship Board, Levi 
Abonyi, said  that the scholar-

ship mentorship programme 
was designed and developed 
by the Board to expose Enu-
gu students to available fund-
ing opportunities around the 
world, in line with the present 
state administration’s youth 
empowerment scheme. 

Abonyi revealed that the 
scholarship programme was 
approved by the State Execu-
tive Council (EXCO), adding 
that the programme has pro-
duced 46 fully-funded Mas-
ters and PhD students from 
the state.  

It would be recalled that the 
first batch of  the programme 
launched in October 2020 
had 18 Enugu State indigenes 
as beneficiaries.

The Executive Secretary 
explained that the scheme 
prepares fresh graduates to 
enroll directly into PhD pro-
grammes without first obtain-
ing a Masters Degree. 

He added that the Gov. 
Ugwuanyi administration’s 
“goal is to produce a genera-
tion of  intellectuals who will 
be better equipped to turn the 
state around economically 
and who will be better dis-
posed to compete favourably 
globally”.

Dwelling on the state gov-
ernment’s contributions to 
the programme, Barr. Abonyi 
said that it “pays the 6 schol-
arship mentors monthly al-
lowances as honorarium for 

their services, takes care of  the 
cost of  Visa, flight tickets, in-
itial living expenses and other 
logistics of  all successful stu-
dents at the cost of  One mil-
lion naira (N1,000,000.00), 
and comes in as a guarantor 
for the issuance of  Visas to 
the benefiting students”.  

Expressing gratitude to 
Gov. Ugwuanyi on behalf  of  
the beneficiaries, Lilian Chi-
nenye Ekowo, who will be 
travelling to the University of  
Notre Dem, United States of  
America, thanked the gover-
nor for availing them the op-
portunity to benefit from the 
scholarship board, disclosing 
that “Today, each one of  us 
was awarded the scholarship 

of  One million naira travel-
ling expenses”.

Another beneficiary, 
Mathias Chukwudi Isiani, 
appreciated Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for his benevolence and com-
mitment to youth empower-
ment and education. 

He advised other young 
people to develop interest in 
the programme to improve on 
their academic careers.

On his part, one of  the 18 
beneficiaries of  the first batch 
of  the scholarship mentorship 
programme in 2020, Odinaka 
Kingsley Eze, who graduated 
from University of  Mississip-
pi, USA, expressed delight 
that “this mentorship pro-
gramme has up to 46 ambas-

sadors”, saying: “All thanks 
to His Excellency, Rt. Hon. 
Ifeanyi Lawrence Ugwuanyi 
for the opportunity”. 

He stressed that the experi-
ence was quite revealing and 
enriching in terms of  aca-
demics and research.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
Mentors, the Coordinator, 
Enugu State Mentorship 
Programme, Dr. Kelechi Ug-
wuanyi pointed out that more 
Enugu indigenes would bene-
fit from the programme in no 
distance time, stressing that 
“this mentorship programme 
under Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi’s administration is 
focused on raising the next 
leaders of  this state”. 

According to him, “Our 
target is that before His Excel-
lency (Ugwuanyi) finishes his 
tenure, we must have closed 
to fifty or one hundred benefi-
ciaries across the world.”
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2023: Tambuwal woos Ebonyi PDP delegates,
assures inclusive govt if elected
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

A
head of  the May 29 
Presidential prima-
ry of  the People’s 

Democratic Party, PDP, 
a Frontline Presidential 
aspirant and Governor of  

Sokoto State, Aminu Wa-
ziri Tambuwal has wooed 
Ebonyi delegates, promis-
ing an inclusive Govern-
ment, if  he elected as Nige-
ria’s President in 2023

Addressing PDP dele-
gates and Party leaders at 
the state Secretariat in Ab-
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akaliki, Tambuwal said that 
he possesses the requisite 
experience and qualities of  
being a unifier, adding that 
his records in the House of  
Representatives as speaker 
can testify to the fact that 
he has the capacity to bring 
Nigerians together to en-

hance the development. 
“I am competent; I have 

the character and the right 
temperament to provide 
good leadership”,

“Even the people in APC 
knows that once I emerge 
as PDP candidate, it would 
collapse”

Read 
&

Advertise 
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King David University, 
Abakaliki to offer free 
medical services nationwide
for 2 months 
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has announced a 

two months free Medical 
treatment nationwide at the 
state-of-the-art King David 
Medical University Scienc-
es (KDMUS) constructed 
by his administration which 
has been taken over by the 
federal government at his 
request.

Umahi who disclosed this 
in Abakaliki in an interview 
with members of  Nigeria 
Guild of  Editors (NGE) 
said the free medical treat-
ment at the University will 
commence by the end of  
July this year.

He noted that the state 
government has offered 
scholarships for the 36 states 
of  the federation including 
the FCT, Abuja for the first 
admission in the multi-bil-
lion Medical Science Uni-
versity with six students per 
state.

He added that the state 
was doing the same thing 
in the second admission of  
students of  the University. 
Umahi said he was doing 
everything possible to com-
plete few projects that have 
not been completed before 
he bows out of  office in 
2023.

 He said “the Amasiri flyo-
ver is going to be done in the 
next two months. The Air-
port, by the end of  August, 
we should be expecting the 
first flight in that Airport. 

The King David Universi-
ty, by the end of  July, the free 
medical treatment which we 
are offering to the entire na-
tion for the next two months 
will be on. We have offered 
scholarships for the 36 states 
and FCT in our fist admis-
sion 6 per state for one year 
free of  charge. So, we have a 

number of  students all over 
the country that we are do-
ing the same thing for the 
second year admission and 
we also have free medical 
lab examination.  “So, you 
can do your total medical 
evaluation in that King Da-
vid University from the first 
day of  June and it is going 
to run for three months. 
And so, the job that may be 
remaining will be the Olym-
pic Stadium because it has 
to be the best in this coun-
try but I would have done 
that job up to 70%. So, the 
incoming administration of  
course, am going to hand 
over in that stadium next 
year by God’s special grace. 
And just the axillary works 
should be what is remaining 
which should be about 30% 
and of  course there will be a 
contract.  What else will be 
remaining will be will be a 
portion of  Abakaliki-Enu-
gu dualization, there will be 
about 15km that will be left.

“I am dualizing the 
boundary to Nkalagu, I am 
dualizing from Abakaliki 
to Ezzamgbo 135. So, there 
will some portion that will 
be left in between, about 
15km. I will award it and 
mobilize it before I leave. 
There will also be a portion 
of  Abakaliki to Afikpo. 

This is about 100kms of  
road and before I leave, it 
will be left about 40kms 
which will be basically from 
Abaomege down to Afik-
po and I will also award it 
and commit a mobilization 
there. The Ala Hausa flyover 
that is moving day and night 
will be completed, the Nkal-
agu flyover is done and it’s 
just the axillary works. So, I 
know local government jobs 
that are ongoing but the jobs 
are giving to the local gov-
ernment Chairmen and they 
will fund them from our fi-
nances.”

….. Storms Anambra, says he ‘ll partner 
Ndigbo to industrialize Nigeria, if elected
president
... Frowns at Deborah Samuel’s murder 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

P
eoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Presi-
dential aspirant and 

governor of  Sokoto State, 
Hon. Aminu Waziri Tam-
buwal, on Saturday, said 
if  elected President in the 
2023 general election, his 
administration will part-
ner the South East region 
(Ndigbo), to industrialize 
Nigeria.

News Echo reports, that 
over one thousand PDP 

faithful and supporters in 
the state, gathered at the Ek-
wunife Event Centre Awka, 
to welcome the Sokoto gov-
ernor.

According to Tambu-
wal, the partnership will 
focus more on skill acqui-
sition programmes, to en-
gage Nigerians, especially 
the Youths, irrespective of  
tribe, ethnic and religion 
placement to dust down 
agitations and other crim-
inal activitivites across the 
country.

Tambuwal who addressed 
Anambra delegates of  PDP 
noted that the major cause 
of  the agitations; Boko Har-
am, banditry, gunmen and 
other security threats be-
falling the country, was as a 
result of  idleness on the side 
of  the youths and the APC-
led Federal Government’s 
failure to engage them on 
meaningful ventures.

 “If  I am elected Presi-
dent, I will exhibit what I 
am currently doing in Soko-
to State as governor. In my 
state today, the government 

He urged the Party faith-
fuls to remain united and 
nominate a credible candi-
date that has the capacity to 
win elections for the party.

“We must remain unit-
ed, in Ebonyi State, and in 
Nigeria, and we must nom-
inate candidate that is cred-
ible, and has the capacity to 
win elections,” he said.

The presidential hopeful, 
noted that in as much as 
the southeast is clamoring 
for the presidency, the PDP 
had decided it’s ticket to be 
open to all contestants for 
equal play, and solicited 
for votes from Ebonyi del-
egates ahead of  the prima-
ries.

“I know that there are 

some leaders in our par-
ty that are from southeast 
who are looking for this po-
sition, but yet I’m here, 

“I am here because I be-
lieve that I am also part of  
you, and I can guarantee 
that I will be fair to south-
east and to Ebonyi State, 
my colleagues at the Na-
tional Assembly can attest 
to my character”. he added.

He commended the state 
EXCO led by Barr Silas 
Onu and other PDP stake-
holders in the state for their 
courage to remain in the 
party, following exit of  the 
current Governor and his 
entourage, from the PDP in 
the state, November 2020.

under my watch pay school 
fees for indigenes and 
non-indigenes students in 
all the public schools from 
Primary and Secondary 
schools in the state and that 
is the policies I will main-
tain in the education sector.

Convincing the delegates 
and stakeholders on why 
they should vote for him, 
Tambuwal said that among 
those vying for the high-
est office in the land, he is 
the most qualified having 
been a lawyer, Speaker of  
House of  Representatives 
who handled matters at fed-
eral level and Governor of  
a state, qualifications not 
common among the aspir-
ants. 

He added: “I also have 
the competence,  capaci -
ty, character and the right 
temperament to handle na-
tional issues. The issues in 
Nigeria require somebody 
who is calm and have large 
network of  friends across 
the nation.

 “I am a pan-Nigerian. I 
know the challenges of  An-

ambra State, so I can rep-
resent you well-heeled,” he 
added.

He challenged Nigerians 
to aspire to have a modern 
President, in person of  him, 
who can do the job and not 
President of  1984, stressing 
that the difference between 
PDP government and All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) is the ability to deliv-
er dividends of  democracy 
to the people, in which PDP 
governors have been doing.

Adding, the murder of  
Deborah Samuel, Governor 
Tambuwal, assured that the 
kind of  death suffered by 
the Shehu Shagari College 
of  Education student, will 
not happen again because 
that did not represent true 
life of  Sokoto people. 

He said Sokoto State be-
lieves in the unity and one-
ness of  Nigeria and that his 
administration has demon-
strated openness and one-
ness of  the country.

 “We pray it doesn’t hap-
pen again,” he said while 
blaming the incident on fail-
ure of  security system.

Four-storey ASUBEB building commissioned by Governor Ikeazu in Umuahia.
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Foreign News

B
y declaring their inten-
tion to join the NATO 
defense alliance, Fin-
land and Sweden are 

respectively abandoning decades 
and centuries of neutrality. Yet 
Austrian Chancellor Karl Ne-
hammer has said Austria has no 
intention of following suit.

He reiterated that sentiment 
in April, shortly before trave-
ling to Moscow to implore Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin to 
end his invasion of neighboring 
Ukraine, saying, “Austria was 
neutral, Austria is neutral, and 
Austria will remain neutral.”

But then, 50 prominent Austri-
ans — from business, politics, ac-
ademia and civil society — raised 
the issue publicly. In an open let-
ter, they called on Federal Presi-
dent Alexander van der Bellen to 
independently examine whether 
the country’s policy of neutrality 
was fitting for the times.

“Historically, various sides have 
made a number of  pushes to scrap 
neutrality but they have always 
failed,” says Viennese political 
scientist Heinz Gärtner. “None of  
the big political parties want it and 
the people don’t either.”

Polls regularly show that some 
75% of  Austrians wish to main-
tain neutrality.

One would think this would 
signal the end of  the discussion. 
Still, it begs the question of  why 
Austria’s neutrality appears so 
non-negotiable, especially since 
the country pursues a far more 
active foreign policy path than 
Sweden, Finland or neighboring 
Switzerland.

Austria was once one of  the 

Although a contributor to international peacekeeping missions, Austria has maintained neutrality since 
October 1955.

world’s great powers and much of  
its history has been anything but 
neutral: Whether when ruling the 
Holy Roman Empire, or later, in 
the 19th century, as the Austrian 
Empire; and eventually, after 1867, 
as the Austro-Hungarian Empire - 
when it possessed great swaths of  
the Balkans and stretched into cur-
rent-day Ukraine.

Austria’s territorial possessions 
were trimmed back to its current 
borders as a result of  its defeat in 
World War I and the terms of  the 
1919 Treaty of  Saint Germain. 
Still, the country would not offi-
cially become neutral until Oc-
tober 26, 1955 — 10 years after 
suffering another military defeat in 
World War II — with the signing 
of  the Austrian State Treaty, which 
re-established Austria as a sover-
eign state.

Like Germany at the time, Aus-
tria was occupied by the Allied 
powers (the UK, US, USSR and 
France). “Neutrality was Austria’s 
only way to get occupying forces to 
leave,” explains Gärtner.

“Back then there was even the 
threat that Austria would be par-
titioned like Germany. That threat 
was avoided when the Allies — 
especially the US and the Soviet 
Union — consented to Austria be-
coming neutral instead.”

Even though the Soviet Union 
endorsed neutrality, there was nev-
er any doubt that Austria exhibited 
a clear affinity for Western culture, 
its market economy system and its 
democratic values. 

That attitude was clearly ex-
pressed when Austria became a 
founding member of  the Organi-
zation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD) in 
1961.

In the 1960s, Austria’s capital 
Vienna also became the seat of  
several important international 
organizations. These were not 
clearly attributable to either bloc of  
the Cold War order and included 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the Organization of  the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) and a slew of  United Na-
tions organizations.

Bruno Kreisky, who served as 
Austria’s chancellor from 1970 to 
1983, saw this approach as a pref-
erable security policy alternative to 
arming the country.

Political scientist Gärtner says 
he sees no contradiction in that 
path: “It’s not about a neutral atti-
tude but about military neutrality.”

Will Austria abandon neautality
to join NATO?

Ukraine’s First Lady details war’s 
toll on Zelensky family

In a rare joint interview, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky and First Lady Ole-
na Zelenska said Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukrainehas “torn apart” 
their family like millions of  other 
households across the country.

Zelenska, who shares two chil-
dren with Ukraine’s wartime 

president, admitted that she had 
barely seen Zelensky since Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
ordered troops into Ukraine and 
that the two had mainly been 
communicating by phone.

 “Our family was torn apart, as 
every other Ukrainian family,” 
Zelenska said. “He lives at his 

Above all, the State Treaty pro-
hibits three things: military en-
gagement in foreign conflicts, the 
permanent stationing of  foreign 
troops in Austria, and membership 
in a military alliance.

That led to the Soviet Union 
and the UK long opposing Aus-
tria’s membership in the European 
Communities, the precursor to the 
European Union. 

job. We didn’t see him at all for 
two-and-a-half  months.”

Yet Zelenska was quick to dis-
miss the idea raised by one of  the 
interview hosts of  Ukrainian TV 
network ICTV that the war had 
“basically taken her husband 
away.”

“Nobody takes my husband 
away from me, not even the war,” 
Zelenska replied.

The interview marked the sec-
ond time the couple, who married 
in 2003, have appeared together 
since Russia’s invasion on Feb-
ruary 24. During the sit-down, 
Zelenska said she was “grateful” 
for their joint television appear-
ance because it meant they could 
finally spend time together.

“A date on TV, thank you,” she 
joked. Zelensky nodded along-
side her.

In the early days of  the war, 
Zelensky said that he was Rus-
sia’s “target No. 1,” and that his 
family were “target No. 2.”

“They want to destroy Ukraine 
politically by destroying the head 
of  state,” he told Ukrainians in 
a February address, although he 
refused to flee. Instead, Zelensky 
took to the streets of  the country, 
posting defiant videos on social 
media that earned him global 
praise, while his wife and children 
hunkered down in an undisclosed 
location for their safety.

During their interview, Zelens-
ka said she remembers waking up 
to “weird noises” as Russia began 
its invasion and noticing her hus-
band was not by her side. Zelen-
sky was already awake and in the 
next room, putting on a suit.

“It has started” she remembers 
him telling her before he left - 
words she said left her in a state 
of  “anxiety and stupor.”

The war has raised the profile 
of  Ukraine’s president, who has 
appeared delivered video address-
es to Ukrainians most nights and 
has spoken to parliaments around 
the world. He has appeared virtu-
ally at events from the Grammys 
to the Cannes Film Festival that 
opened last week.

Before becoming president 
three years ago, Zelensky was a 

comedian and actor who played 
the role of  a president on screen. 
The 44-year-old also voiced Pad-
dington Bear and in 2006, and 
won Ukraine’s “Dancing With 
the Stars.”

Zelenska, 44, is a screenwriter, 
and has rarely been seen in public 
since Russia’s invasion. She was 
spotted for the first time earlier in 
May as Ukraine celebrated Moth-
er’s Day, meeting with U.S. First 
Lady, Jill Biden, in Ukraine who 
had crossed over the border from 
Slovakia.

“We understand what it takes 
for the U.S. first lady to come here 
during a war when the military 
actions are taking place every 
day, where the air sirens are hap-
pening every day, even today,” 
Zelenska said at the time.

“The people of  the United 
States stand with the people of  
Ukraine,” Biden told her.

The pair’s television appear-
ance came as Russia scrambles to 
rebound in Ukraine after suffer-
ing huge losses. Prospects for vic-
tory are fast dwindling for Putin’s 
troops - despite early predictions 
that Moscow would sweep to 
victory largely unchallenged, The 
Washington Post reported.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and his wife Olena Zelenskiy attend the funeral ceremony 
of  the rst president of  Ukraine, Leonid Kravchuk, in Kyiv, Ukraine recently.



he Economic and TFinancial Crimes 
C o m m i s s i o n  

(EFCC) has arrested an 
outdoor advertisement 
executive over a political 
advertisement about the 

he National Drug Law TEnforcement Agency 
( N D L E A )  h a s 

intercepted 24 parcels of  
cocaine concealed in 12 tyres 
of  lawnmowers imported into 
the country through the Port 
Harcour t  In te r na t iona l 
Airport (PHIA).

Mr Femi Babafemi , 
NDLEA Director, Media and 

Advocacy,said this in a 
statement on Sunday in 
Abuja.

Babafemi said that a 
B r a z i l i a n  r e t u r n e e , 
O k e c h u k w u  F r a n c i s 
Amaechi, who has just 
finished serving his jail term 
for drug trafficking in the 
South American country, 
was arrested.

He said that the 45-year-
old ex-convict from Idemili 
South LGA, Anambra 
State, was arrested at the 
Port Harcourt Airport on 
Saturday, May 7 upon his 
arrival from Brazil via Doha 
onboard Qatar Airline flight 
QR1433.

Babafemi also said that 
preliminary investigations 
revealed that Okechukwu, 
who was ar rested and 
convicted in Brazil for drug 
offences, completed his jail 
term in March.

The NDLEA added the 
Okechukwu then decided to 
return to Nigeria with three 
new lawnmowers, in which 
he concealed 24 parcels of  
cocaine weighing 4.56kg.

“Curiously, each parcel 
concealed in the tyres of  the 
three lawnmowers bears 
some unique inscriptions, 
which are believed to be 
means of  identification of  
the owners of  the drug.

“The two parcels in one 
of  the tyres of  the first 
l a w n m o w e r  b e a r  “ O 
L O R D ”  a n d  “ H AV E 
MERCY”.

“The parcels in one of  
the tyres of  the second 
mower bear the inscription; 
“ I N  G O D ”  a n d  “ W E 
TRUST”, while the third 
mower has “IJIOMA” and 
“186.6” inscribed on the 
two parcels hidden in one of  
its tyres, ” he said.

Babafemi said that the 
suspect claimed that one of  
his church members gave 
him the lawnmowers to 
deliver to his brother in Port 
Harcourt.

H e  q u o t e d  t h e 
Chairman, NDLEA, retired 
Brig. Gen. Buba Marwa as 
saying that the war against 
drug abuse and trafficking 
was one that must be won. 

n Anglican cleric, 

AVe n e r a b l e  O l u 
Obanla, has been 

kidnapped alongside his 
son in Ondo State.

T h e  v i c t i m s  we r e 
kidnapped during the 
weekend in Ose Local 
Government Area of  the 
state.

According to sources, 
they were kidnapped along 
Ifon-Okeluse road in the 
local government.

One of  the sources, 

T h e  s o u r c e  s a i d , 
“Venerable Olu Obanla 
and his son were kidnapped 
yesterday on their way to 
Okeluse in Ondo State.

“The kidnappers have 
contacted the family and 
ransom of  N10million was 
being demanded by the 
kidnappers but the family 
had raised N1million but 
the kidnappers rejected it.”

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 
incident, state Police Public 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
SP Funmilayo Odunlami, 
said efforts were on going 
by the detectives of  the 
command to rescue the 
victims.

said the vict ims were 
waylaid by the gunmen 
while they were traveling 
along the road.

The source added that 
shortly after the abduction, 
the gunmen demanded 
N10 million as ransom.

Meanwhile,  i t  was 
gathered that the family 
were unable to raise the 
money as they could only 
gather N1 million which 
w a s  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e 
abductors.

wo suspects who Tallegedly killed a 
four-year-old boy 

have been arrested by the 
N i g e r  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command.

It was gathered that the 
victim was kidnapped and 
allegedly used for ritual in 
Lapai Local Government 
Area of  Niger State.

DSP Abiodun Wasiu, 
Niger command's Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), who confirmed 
the incident on Saturday 
said investigations into the 
incident had commenced.

Abiodun explained 
that the suspects were 
r e s c u e d  f r o m  b e i n g 
lynched by an angry mob 
after the remains of  the 
boy, who had been missing 
f o r  f o u r  d a y s ,  w e r e 
discovered.

Narrating the incident, 
an eyewitness identified 
one of  the suspects as 
Emmanuel, a building 
materials trader.

He said Emmanuel 
allegedly connived with 
his gateman to kidnap the 
child and kill him.

H e  s a i d  t h e  t w o 
suspects allegedly killed 
the child and removed his 
private parts, eyes, ears 

and  hear t ,  whi le  h i s 
remains were put in the 
sack for the gateman, 
w h o s e  i d e n t i t y  w a s 
unknown, to dispose of.

“The gateman entered 
a motorcycle to a stream 
where he was to dispose of  
t h e  r e m a i n s,  b u t  o n 
dropping the gateman, the 
motorcyclist noticed blood 
dripping from the sack.

“ T h e  c o m m e r c i a l 
motorcyclist alerted the 
bystanders and police,” the 
eyewitness said.

T h e  s u s p e c t  w h o 
confessed that he was sent 
by his landlord to dump 
the body was arrested by 
the Police.

The eyewitness added 
tha t  the  suspec t  had 
confessed that they were 
responsible for kidnapping 
the boy who had been 
declared missing for some 
days.

Abiodun warned the 
public against mob action 
and assured them that 
justice would be served.

2023 elections.
The adver t  on two 

billboards in Enugu State 
had the name and logo of  
the commission.

The messages on the 
boards sited at Otigba and 

Zik Avenue junctions 
threatened some politicians 
over the general polls.

One of  the messages 
reads: “2023: Enugu PDP 
L e a r n  F r o m  2 0 0 7  
E lec t ion… EFCC IS  
C O M I N G  W I T H  
KOBOKO ON CORRUPT 
CANDIDATES.”

A statement on Sunday 
by the spokesman, Wilson 
Uwujaren, said operatives 
arrested Baron Nnamdi, 
the alleged designer, printer 
a n d  o w n e r  o f  t h e  
billboards.

Nnamdi claimed he was 
contracted by a media aide 
to a former Enugu deputy 
governor who is in the 
governorship race.

The suspect said he was 
paid N160,000 for the one 
week campaign and that the 
aide supplied him with the 
messages, EFCC logo and 
pictures.

“The commission visited 
the two sites and pulled 
d o w n  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  
advertisement”, Uwajaren 
noted.

The statement warned 
politicians to play by the 
rules and refrain from 
dragging the EFCC “into 
the political fray”.

The anti-graft agency 
vowed to “bring the full 
weight of  the law to bear on 
errant politicians” who 
impersonate.
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EFCC arrests man over offensive 2023 campaign advert in Enugu

Landlord, gateman kill four-year-old,
remove private part, others in Niger

Gunmen kidnap cleric,
son in Ondo, demand
N10m ransom

NDLEA intercepts 24 parcels of
cocaine at Port Harcourt Airport



s part of  its fresh 

Am o v e  a g a i n s t  
money laundering, 

the Federal Government 
has enforced a fine of  N1m 
per day for any financial 
institution or non-financial 
business and profession that 
f a i l s  t o  r e p o r t  a n y  
suspicious transaction. 

This is according to the 
M o n e y  L a u n d e r i n g  
( P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  
Prohibition) Bill, 2022, 
which the President, Major 
General  Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), recently 
assented to and passed into 
law. 

In Section 7 of  the Act, 
which was titled 'Suspicious 
transaction reporting', it 
was stated that a suspicious 
transaction could be any 
transaction that involves an 
u n j u s t i f i a b l e  o r  
unreasonable frequency. 

It also involves any 
transaction surrounded by 
conditions of  unusual or 
unjustified complexity, 
a p p e a r s  t o  h ave  n o  
economic justification or 
lawful objective or is 
inconsistent  with the 
known transaction pattern 
of  the account or business 
relationship.

The Act added that a 
suspicious transaction 
c o u l d  a l s o  b e  a n y  
transaction, which in the 
opinion of  the financial 
institution or non-financial 
business and profession, 
involves the proceeds of  
criminal activity, unlawful 
act, money laundering or 
terrorist financing. 

Section 7(10) of  the Act 
read in part “A financial 
institution or designated 
non-financial business and 
profession which fails to 
comply with the provisions 
of  subsections (1) and (2) of  
this section commits an 
offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine of  N1m 
for each day during which 
the offence continues.” 

I t  added that  the 
directors, officers and 
employees of  financial 
institutions and designated 
non-financial businesses 
and  pro fess ions  who 
implement their duties 
under this Act in good faith 
are not liable to any civil or 
criminal liability or have 
any criminal or civil  
p r o c e e d i n g s  b r o u g h t  
against them by their 
customers. 

T h e  M o n e y  
Laundering (Prevention 
and Prohibition) Act, a 

copy of  which was obtained 
by our correspondent, 
es tabl ished a  Special  
Control Unit Against 
Money Laundering under 
t h e  E c o n o m i c  a n d  
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s  
Commission, which is to 
m o n i t o r  f i n a n c i a l  
transactions within and 
outside Nigeria. 

It is expected that the 
financial institution and 
designated non-financial 
business and profession 
involved in any suspicious 
transaction should report to 
the Special Control Unit 
immediately. 

The Act mandated such 
a business or profession to 
prepare a written report on 

he International TMonetary Fund has 
warned Nigeria and 

other emerging economies 
to promptly repair their 
weak labour markets and 
s e v e r e  s c h o o l i n g 
disruptions to prevent 
plunging their economies 
into further damage. 

In a new report titled, 
'Healing the pandemic's 
economic scars demands 
p r o m p t  a c t i o n , '  t h e 
Washington-based lender 
said pandemic-induced 
losses for both economic 
output and employment 
would be significant in 
coming years, as discussed 
i n  i t s  A p r i l ' s  Wo r l d 
Economic Outlook. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
report, emerging market 
economies were likely to 
endure  g rea ter  losses 
because they had relatively 
less access to vaccines and 
their pandemic-support 
packages were smaller. For 
many economies,  the 
outbreak of  the war in 
Ukraine was adding to the 
challenges, it noted. 

The report read in part, 
“Our new analytical work 
finds that, among the key 
causes of  scarring from the 
p a n d e m i c  a r e  t h e 
prospective weak labour 
m a r k e t  r e c ove r i e s  i n 
e m e r g i n g  m a r k e t 
economies and the severe 
disruptions to schooling 
over the past two years 
across both advanced and 
emerg ing  economies. 
Policymakers must act 
promptly to repair the 
damage from the crisis and 
p r e v e n t  d e c a d e s  o f  
d imin i shed  economic 

output from lost human 
capital.”

The report added that 
recessions often had lasting 
impacts on workers who 
lost jobs at the depths of  the 
downturn. They might find 
it hard to get new positions 
during the recovery and 
might lose some skills from 
prolonged joblessness, it 
said, noting that such losses 
h a r m e d  t h e  a f f e c t e d 
workers and also reduced 
overall economic output 

It further read, “In 
addition to the challenges 
in the labour market and 
f r o m  s c h o o l i n g 
disruptions, there are other 

n its quest to support It h e  f e d e r a l 
government's objective 

o f  a c h i e v i n g  f o o d 
sufficiency and security, 
Oxford  Green  Far ms 
G r o u p ,  a  b u s i n e s s 
conglomerate and an agro-
allied industry in Africa, 
has launched an innovative 
p l a t f o r m  k n o w n  a s 
AgroLyfe.

The platform unveiled 
in in Lagos recently, aims 
to leverage farming and 
real estate as well as afford 
farmers and subscribers the 
oppor tunity to create 
consistent income-earning 
opportunities as well as 
generate stable and reliable 
rental income through 
farmland acquisition.

Justifying the need for 
the scheme, the CEO, 
Oxford  Green  Far ms 

Group, Dr.  Goodluck 
Olatunde Precious, said, 
“At Oxford Green Farms 
Group, we want to support 
the Federal Government's 
d r i v e  t o w a r d s  s e l f -
sustainabil i ty in food 
production. Therefore, we 
a r e  wo r k i n g  t owa r d s 
acquiring 10 million acres 
o f  f a r m l a n d  a n d 
onboarding 10,000 farmers 
on our platform within the 
next five years.

“We would love give 
farmers we are onboarding 
access to grants and off-
takers for their farming to 
boost capacity and output. 
We believe this would add 
up to a 20% boost to 
Nigeria 's  overall  food 
production capacity. To 
this end, our research team 
has been relentless in 
designing an innovative 

product that is market-fit, 
appeals to everyone, and 
creates consistent income-
earning opportunities for 
everyone interested.

“This is what our new 
initiative “AgroLyfe”. It is 
that child delivered when 
you marry Agriculture 
with Real Estate – it is a 
product that leverages 
farming and real estate to 
generate stable and reliable 
r e n t a l  i n c o m e  f o r 
c u s t o m e r s  t h r o u g h 
farmland acquisition.

According to him, 
subscribers on the platform 
can purchase farmlands for 
as low as ¦ 100,000 to ¦ 
2,000,000, and earn rental 
income on it every three 
months, stressing that it 
has immediately flagged 
o f f  w i t h  f o u r  f a r m 
locations, including Ijaka 

in Aiyetoro, Ogun State, 
Itele in Ijebu, Ogun State, 
Imala Town, Oke-Ogun, 
and Ibadan, Oyo State.

“And we are adding 20 
more locations to this 
scheme within the next 30-
60 days. There is also a flip 
side of  this new product 
that we will be announcing 
soon, which is the Farmers' 
Cooperative Society for 
farmers across the 36 
states. Our mission is to 
cover the entire agriculture 
value chain – from farming 
to harvesting, processing, 
storage, transportation, 
and up to the end-users. 
The goal is to acquire up to 
4 million hectares of  arable 
land across the 36 states of  
Nigeria and beyond while 
having more than 10,000 
active farmers on this 
platform,” Dr. Precious 
concluded.

channels for scarring as 
well. For example, the 
increase in corporate debt 
and vulnerabilities in the 
industries hit hardest by the 
p a n d e m i c  c o u l d  a l s o 
contribute to scarring by 
weighing on investment 
and productivity for years 
to come, according to new 
research presented in the 
I M F ' s  A p r i l  Wo r l d 
Economic Outlook.”

According to the IMF, 
time was short for limiting 
learning losses because 
education was cumulative, 
each year building on the 
last. To minimise enduring 
harm,  countr ies  must 

quickly assess setbacks to 
learning and implement the 
appropriate measures to 
help students. 

“ I n  a d d i t i o n , 
pandemic-era  suppor t 
measures for firms and 
workers that helped limit 
pandemic scarring, such as 
credit guarantees and job 
retention policies, will need 
t o  b e  s c a l e d  b a c k  a s 
recoveries  s trengthen. 
Doing so will help avoid 
h o l d i n g  b a c k  t h e 
reallocation of  workers and 
resources to their most 
productive uses as the 
pandemic eases, and help 
foster productivity growth. 

“ I n s t e a d ,  p o l i c i e s 
could shift  to helping 
p e o p l e  t o  a d j u s t  t o 
changing labour markets, 
such as through well -
t a r g e t e d  j o b - s e a r c h 
p r o g r a m m e s  a n d 
additional support for 
training to build new skills. 
Moreover, to limit elevated 
pocke t s  o f  co r pora t e 
d i s t r e s s  t u r n i n g  i n t o 
significant business failures 
or investment slumps, it's 
also crucial to ensure well-
functioning mechanisms 
for corporate insolvency 
a n d  o u t - o f - c o u r t 
restructuring,” the report 
further said. 

the  t ransact ion,  take  
relevant action to prevent 
the laundering of  the 
proceeds of  a crime or an 
illegal act, and report the 
suspicious transaction to 
the Unit within 24 hours of  
the transaction.

It also mandated the 
unit to acknowledge receipt 
of  any report and may 
d e m a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  
information, with the 
a c k n ow l e d ge m e n t  o f  
receipt sent to the financial 
institution or designated 
non-financial business and 
profession within the time 
allowed for the transaction 
to be undertaken and it may 
be accompanied by a notice 
deferring the transaction for 

a period not exceeding 72 
hours. 

However, it added that 
if  the acknowledgment of  
receipt is not accompanied 
by a stop notice, or the stop 
notice has expired, the 
financial institution or 
designated non-financial 
business and profession 
m a y  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  
transaction. 

It also stated that where 
it is not possible to ascertain 
the origin of  the funds 
within the period of  
stoppage of  the transaction, 
the Federal High Court 
may, at the request of  the 
U n i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
Commiss ion  or  the i r  
authorised representatives 
order that the funds, 
accounts or securities 
referred to in the report be 

blocked. 
T h e  A c t  f u r t h e r  

clarified that a financial 
institution includes banks, 
b o d y  c o r p o r a t e s ,  
associations, or group of  
persons, whether corporate 
or incorporate that carries 
o n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  
investment and securities, 
v i r t u a l  a s s e t  s e r v i c e  
providers, a discount house, 
insurance institution, debt 
f a c t o r i z a t i o n  a n d  
conversion firm, bureau de 
change, finance company, 
money brokerage firm and 
such other business as the 
central bank or other 
appropriate regulatory 
authorities may from time 
to time designate.

The designated non-
financial business and 
p r o f e s s i o n  i n c l u d e  

a u t o m o t i v e  d e a l e r s ,  
businesses involved in the 
h o s p i t a l i t y  i n d u s t r y,  
casinos,  c learing and 
settlement companies, 
consultants and consulting 
companies, and dealers. 

The dealers include 
t h o s e  i n  j e w e l r i e s ,  
m e c h a n i s e d  f a r m i n g  
equipment, precious metals 
and precious stones, real 
estate, high-value dealers, 
hotels, legal practitioners 
and notaries, licensed 
professional accountants, 
m o r t g a g e  b r o k e r s ,  
s u p e r m a r k e t s ,  t a x  
consultants, trust and 
company service providers, 
pools betting, or such other 
businesses and professions 
as may be designated by the 
Minister responsible for 
Trade and Investment. 
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Money Laundering Act: Banks, businesses to pay N1m daily for
suspicious transactions

Fix weak labour market, IMF warns Nigeria, others

Food security: Firm to acquire 10million acres,
empower 10, 000 farmers in five years
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he Coalition of South-East Youth Leaders has called on the General Overseer of the Deeper Life Bible Church, Pastor William TKumuyi, to go ahead and hold his crusade in Aba, Abia State.  In a press release signed by its President-General, Goodluck Ibem, the 
group urged Pastor Kumuyi to “ignore the warning of the spokesman of the Indigenous People of Biafra, Emma Powerful, urging him 

to cancel his crusade in the South-East based on security concerns.” IPOB had last week reportedly advised the General Superintendent of the 
Deeper Life Bible Church, Pastor William Kumuyi, to cancel the planned crusade in Abia State, because of security concerns in the South-
East. In a statement the group's Media and Publicity Secretary, Emma Powerful, cautioned Kumuyi to take note of the security situation in the 
South-East as he would to Aba for his gospel crusade.  The Coalition of South-East Youth Leaders observed that “In the South-East, 
politicians, political parties are organising their campaigns, people are doing burial ceremonies to bury their loved ones, white wedding and 
traditional weddings are going on and Emma Powerful did not tell them not to do their programmes, and the same person is warning the 
General Overseer of Deeper Life Bible Church not to go ahead with his crusade.” News on Sunday broke out that Pastor Kumuyi cancelled the 
crusade with the theme: "Jesus Power for Extra-Ordinary Breakthrough" due to security concerns in the South-East geopolitical zone as raised 
by the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB). News Echo learnt that the crusade was initially scheduled to hold from May 24 to May 29, 2022.

e are really surprised how Emma Powerful became so concerned 

Wabout Pastor Kumuyi's security. Kumuyi is a Man of  God protected 

by the Most High God. It is not the business of  anyone to worry about 

how Almighty God protects his servants. For Emma Powerful to suddenly ask the 

Man of  God to call off  his scheduled crusade leaves much to be desired. “Emma 

may not understand the impact of  his statement by asking Kumuyi not to come to 

South-East. Asking the highly revered Man of  God not to come to the South-East 

will cause serious fruition between the South-East and the South-West.  “We call 

on Emma Powerful not to make such statement next time concerning a Man Of  

God serving the Almighty God. Such a statement is not deserving at all.  “We call 

on Pastor Kumuyi to disregard the statement by Emma Powerful and come to the 

South-East to preach the gospel of  the everlasting gospel of  Jesus Christ to our 

people,” the youths said.  “South-East is very safe. Businessmen and women have 

been coming to do their business without any molestation whatsoever.  “We call 

on Emma Powerful to leave Christianity alone and concentrate on his agitation 

for Biafra.

et him and the organisers of  the crusade make sure that nothing happens. The security Lof  this region is not good, because of  political and criminal activities; therefore, we 
advise him to stop this crusade for security reasons.  “IPOB will not allow anyone to 

die because of  this crusade scheduled to hold in Aba. The operation of  criminals operating as 
unknown gunmen infiltrating the events is high and they will blame it on IPOB.  “We ask him 
to pray for an end to the insecurity on Biafra land if  he can. We charge Christians and men of  
God in Biafra land to engage God in fervent prayers to expose all those behind the insecurity 
in our land, and urge Kumuyi to pray against bad leaders and saboteurs in the South-East and 
Nigeria.” "CAN understands that they have not met the expectations of  their member and the 
Christian community in Nigeria. CAN is busy playing politics and allowing Muslim fanatics 
to slaughter Christians everywhere in Nigeria. "It is unbelievable that the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria would not summon the courage to fight for their members when 
Muslims and its security men attack and murder their members.  "The Christian Association 
of  Nigeria should rather appreciate the genuine advice from IPOB and ESN members for 
giving pastor Kumuyi a security intel because we are here on the ground in Biafraland.  "Is 
CAN saying that insecurity can only be curbed with prayers? Security intel and strategy are 
what is required in a situation like this which is what we are applying now by advising Kumuyi 
and his deeper life ministry.  CAN must understand that IPOB has Judeo-Christians also as 
family members and it is our responsibility to protect from political thugs and criminal 
elements. "Criminals in the region attacked INEC, Power Holding Company, Schools, burial 
ceremonies, wedding ceremonies and blame it on peaceful IPOB and no media house or 
politician and Christian leadership will exonerate us because we are Biafrans.  "We don't need 
crusade this time the security situation is very bad in the region. We won't allow unnecessary 
waste of  lives in territory again.  "IPOB does not have any issues with Kumuyi or other 
Pastors or men and women of  God for that matter, what we are talking about is the security of  
Biafrans. "Pastor Kumuyi and the CAN should publicly declare that they should be held 
responsible if  any attack by those recruited by politicians and the Nigerian Security apparatus 
should happen during this crusade “CAN should stop gambling with people's lives and 
Christians should understand that their lives matter. CAN should know that all politicians in 
Nigeria territory have criminal thugs they use to pursue a particular political interest and these 
people are not minding the repercussions or outcome. Therefore we still advise Kumuyi and 
deeper life ministry to think twice and stop this crusade. CAN must be firm in defending the 
interest of  Christians at all times because that is one of  its core responsibilities.  "It is however 
sad to watch them keeping quiet when they are expected to speak on behalf  of  Christians. 
They become mute over the incessant abduction and killing innocent Christians in Nigeria.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Fire for Fire

Kumuyi's Aba crusade: South East youth,
IPOB differ, programme cancelled

South East is safe; IPOB had
no right to reject a revered man
of God – South East Coalition

Anything you see in Aba
Crusade, take it - IPOB

PowerfulPowerfulPowerful

IbemIbemIbem
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rsenal have made 

Aa club record offer 
for Napoli striker 

Victor Osimhen.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

C a l c i o m e r c a t o. c o m , 
Arsenal have had a club-
record £76million bid for 
Os imhen re jec ted  by 
Napoli.

The Gunners have 
been linked with a move to 
bring the 23-year-old to the 

ottenham secured TC h a m p i o n s 
L e a g u e 

qualification, denying 
n o r t h  L o n d o n  r iva l s 
Arsenal in the process, 
with an emphatic 5-0 
victor y over  a lready-
relegated Norwich at 

third with a brilliant left-
footed strike on 64 minutes 
before Son scored twice to 
p u t  h i m  l e v e l  w i t h 
Liverpool 's Mohamed 
Salah in the race for the 
Golden Boot on 23 goals 
apiece.

Spurs finished two 
points clear of  Arsenal, 
w h o s e  v i c t o r y  o v e r 
Everton ultimately proved 
inconsequential.

uventus have reached 

Ja verbal agreement 
w i t h  M a n c h e s t e r 

United midfielder, Paul 
Pogba about a return to 
Turin.

Off  contract in June, 
the France international is 
leaving Old Trafford this 
summer.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a 

Gazzetta dello Sport, a 
return to Juve after six 
years away is now a 
signature away from 
being confirmed. 

Pogba has agreed a 
three-year contract with 
Juve, where he will 
receive €7.5m-a-year, 
not counting the various 
bonuses which can raise 

angers  defender, RLeon Balogun, has 
said he is willing to 

extend his stay at the Ibrox 
Stadium.

The Nigerian current 
contract at the Scottish 
Premiership club will expire 
at the end of  next month.

The Gers are yet offer the 
33-year-old a new contract 
prompting speculations he 
could be set to leave the club 
this summer.

“Everyone who watches 
me around the club knows 
I've fallen in love with this 
club,” Balogun was quoted 
by the Daily Record.

“What  I  sa id  about 
getting knocked down and 
getting back up – that's 

something I've had in my 
career.

I've had a lot of  downs in 
my career.

“That's why me and 
Rangers are a good fit.

“Even in the final, I had 
to go through this and the 
support was outstanding.

“I would love to stay. I 

hope they know that and I 
h o p e  I  c a n  a n n o u n c e 
something soon.”

Balogun linked up with 
Rangers in July 2020 on a 
free transfer.

The centre-back penned 
a one-year contract with an 
option for a further year.

the salary up to €10m.
Ten years after his 

free transfer to Juventus 
i n  2 0 1 2 ,  Po g b a  i s 
therefore well and truly 
o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  
completing his second 
departure from United.

In the Bianconeri 
colours between 2012 
and 2016, Pogba took 
part in 178 games and 
scored 34 goals.

Carrow Road.
Spurs needed just a 

draw to seal a top-four 
finish, and got the job done 
in stress-free fashion after 
first-half  goals from Dejan 
Kulusevski and Harry 
Kane quickly dispelled any 
pre-match nerves among 
the travelling supporters.

Kulusevski added a 

inedine Zidane, who Zh a d  b e e n  a 
f r o n t r u n n e r  t o 

r e p l a c e  M a u r i c i o 
Pochettino as the new Paris 
Saint-Germain manager, 
will not be taking the job, 
according to Telefoot.

Despite strong links 
suggesting that the former 
France captain would take 
the role, it seems that the 
club are searching for a 
different option.

The 49-year-old has 
been out of  job since his 
second spell at Real Madrid 
ended in early 2021, having 
won the La Liga title in 
2019/20.

PSG are set  to f ire 

Pochettino just days after 
winning the Ligue 1 title, as 
part of  a wide range of  
changes being made at the 
club.

The Ligue 1 giants 
signed off  their 2021/22 
campaign with a dominant 
5-0 victory over Metz on 
Saturday night, as Kylian 
Mbappe also announced he 
would be signing a new deal 
with the club.

M b a p p e  h a s  b e e n 
promised more control in 
the ongoing of  the club, 
which could spark the 
imminent departure of  both 
Pochettino and Sporting 
Director, Leonardo.

Emirates with Alexandre 
Lacaze t te  and  Eddie 
Nketiah set to depart as 
free agents.

It in understood that 
Mikel Arteta is looking to 
b r ing  in  two  cen t r e -
f o r w a r d s ,  w i t h 
Manchester City's Gabriel 
Jesus also a top target.

A n d  t h e  N o r t h 
London outfit are also said 
to be determined to snap 

u p  O s i m h e n ,  w i t h 
Manchester United also 
eyeing up a potential 
swoop.

It has been said that 
Arsenal had already held 
talks with the agent of  the 
Nigeria international.

A r t e t a ' s  s i d e  h a d 
extensively scouted the 
player this term, with the 
ex-Lille ace chipping in 
with 18 goals and six 

assists in 31 games in all 
competitions.

And it has been now 
been reported that Arsenal 
had s tepped up their 
pursuit of  Osimhen.

It has been stated that 
the Serie A giants will only 
part ways with the player 
should they receive a fee in 
the region of  £93m.

Monday 23 - Tuesday 24 May, 2022  

Arsenal ready to break bank, make club record offer for Osimhen

PSG snub Zidane as new manager after Mbappe
signs bumper contract

Pogba makes dramatic return to Turin, agrees
contract terms

Balogun keen to sign new contract
at Rangers

BalogunBalogunBalogun

ZidaneZidaneZidane

PogbaPogbaPogba

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

EPL: Tottenham secure
Champions League
ticket after away win at
Norwich
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eal Madrid thought Rthey had a signing to 
define an era and 

t h e  h e i r  t o  C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo. Instead they got 
humiliation and a reminder 
of  football's new world 
order, after Kylian Mbappe 
decided to stay at Paris 
Saint-Germain.

The boy who plastered 
posters of  Ronaldo onto his 

anchester City Mhave defended 
t h e i r  P r e m i e r 

League title after coming 
from behind to beat Aston 
Villa 3-2 with three goals in 
five minutes on a dramatic 
final day of  the 2021/22 
Premier League season.

For Liverpool, who beat 
Wolves 3-1 at Anfield, the 
result spells the end of  their 
quadruple challenge having 
already won the FA Cup and 
League Cup this season.

City piled on the pressure 
straight away, with Aston 
Villa stand-in goalkeeper 
Robin Olsen looking very 
nervous with the ball at his 
feet on his debut, but the host 
could not register a shot on 
target until first half  injury 
time.

V i l l a ' s  d e f e n s i v e 
resilience paid off  as they 
took the lead on a rare foray 
forward in the 37th minute. 
Matty Cash nodded in Lucas 
Digne's whipped cross from 
the left f lank beyond a 
helpless Ederson.

Wolves were tied with 
Liverpool on 1-1 at Anfield at 
the break, meaning City 
would still win the league on 
goal difference, but it set up a 
very nervy second half.

Gabriel Jesus missed 
from point-blank range as he 
blazed his strike over the bar 
in the 50th minute, moments 
before Ollie Watkins dragged 
his shot from a one-on-one 
position wide.

City pressured for an 
equaliser but Villa extended 
their lead through Coutinho 

in the 70th minute. He 
latched onto a Watkins flick-
on and buried his low driven 
strike into the bottom corner.

S u b s t i t u t e ,  I l k a y 
Gundogan pulled a goal back 
for the hosts in the 76th 
minute as he nodded in 
Raheem Sterling's perfectly-
weighted cross at the far post.

And two minutes later 
the Etihad was bouncing as 
City scored again through 
Rodri. He coolly placed his 
shot from the edge of  the box 
into the bottom corner.

And City completed a 
dramatic comeback in the 
81st minute when Gundogan 
tapped in an excellently 
crafted pass from De Bruyne 
at the back post, sending the 
City supporters into raptures.

 Callum Wilson 

Ab r a c e  m e a n t 
Burnley lost 2-1 to 

Newcastle United at Turf  
Moor, ending their six-
season stint in the Premier 
League.

Newcastle's early goal 
came in the 20th minute 
after Nathan Collins held his 
arm high while defending a 
corner. The handball was 
c a l l e d  a f t e r  a  VA R 
i n t e r ve n t i o n ,  a n d  t h e 
penalty was given.

Wilson stepped up and 
was able to hit the ball just to 
the left of  Nick Pope, to 
solidify Newcastle's finish in 
eleventh.

Wi l s o n  s c o r e d  h i s 
second ten minutes into the 
second half, and despite 
Maxwel Cornet bringing 
one back, Burnley were 
unable to finish their season 
on a high. They go back to 
the Championship for the 

first time since the 2015/16 
season.

Leeds United, who 
started the day as the team 
that were going down, 
managed to dig deep against 
Brentford in their 2-1 victory 
at the Brentford Stadium.

The visitors initially 
looked to be ahead, having 
taken the lead through Joe 
Gelhardt, however, the 
striker was just offside.

The second half  saw 
them get Raphina much 
more involved in the match, 
which proved beneficial. He 
was involved in some early 
opportunities for his side, 
but his nerves of  steel were 
o n  f u l l  d i s p l ay  w h e n 
Brentford keeper David 
Raya passed the ball right to 
him in the box. In an attempt 
to stop the chance, Raya 
t r ipped over  Raphina, 
leading to the most apparent 
penalty you'll see.

All eyes were on the 

Brazi l ian,  but  a  calm, 
stuttering penalty into the 
top corner gave his side the 
lead.

Brentford equalised 
through a goal from Sergi 
Canos in the 78th minute, 
but the substitute was sent 
off  moments later for a 
second yellow, giving Leeds 
an advantage.

They continued to push 
until the 94th minute, when 
Jack Harrison attempted a 
shot from outside the box, 
which took a deflection yet 
still managed to squeeze by 
the near post, sending Jesse 
Marsh, the coaching staff, 
the players, and the away 
fans into a frenzy. The goal 
not only ensured Leeds' spot 
in the top flight next season, 
but it put the clubs' tally of  
winning goals after the 90th 
minute up to four this 
season, the most in the 
Premier League.

bedroom walls had been 
applauded by Real Madrid's 
fans when PSG played at the 
Santiago Bernabeu in the 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e  i n 
March.

There was even a degree 
of  appreciation for his two 
goals, which left Madrid on 
the brink of  defeat. This was 
at least a preview, they 
thought, of  the player that 

would soon belong to them.
Those expectations have 

been swelling for years, the 
protracted nature of  this saga 
creating a longing at Real 
Madrid and a fanfare in the 
media.

The hype made Mbappe 
joining Madrid feel both 
inevitable and, at the same 
time, absolutely essential.

The club have been 

obsessed by Mbappe. The 
p a n d e m i c  r e s t r i c t e d 
spending but there has also 
b e e n  m e t h o d  i n  t h e i r 
restraint, a building up of  
funds for the biggest signing 
of  all.

Last year, Sergio Ramos 
and Raphael Varane were let 
go to reduce the wage bill 
while in 2020, Real went 
without a single summer 
signing for the first time in 40 
years.

More recently, they 
s te pped  back  f rom the 
possibility of  signing Erling 
Haaland from Borussia 
Dortmund, so convinced 
were they that Mbappe 
would come. They briefly 
thought they could buy both. 
Instead, they have ended up 
with neither.

I n  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m , 
Madrid will cope. They have 
won La Liga this season at a 
canter without Mbappe and 
they will win the Champions 
League without him too if  
they  de fea t  a  f a t i gued 
Liverpool in Paris next 
Saturday.

This season they have 
beaten Manchester City, 
Chelsea, PSG, Barcelona 
and Atletico Madrid.

And few would say 
Real's weakness is their 
attack. Vinicius Junior has 
emerged as one of  the world's 
most frightening wingers and 
Karim Benzema established 
himself  as the clear favourite 
for the Ballon d'Or.

With Mbappe in the 
team, would Vinicius and 
Benzema have shone so 
brightly?

But the longer term is 

where Real Madrid will 
surely feel the loss. Mbappe 
could have been a catalyst for 
change, a focal point for a 
new era, the kind of  signing 
that forces a squad to update 
and tactics to be modernised.

M a d r i d ' s  a u r a  a n d 
history in the Champions 
League always makes them 
an opponent to be respected, 
but with Mbappe they would 
once again have been a team 
to be feared.

President Florentino 
Perez will want to put things 
right quickly, to restore pride 
and prestige. Mohamed 
Salah, Harry Kane, Robert 
L e w a n d o w s k i  o r  a 
s e n s a t i o n a l  r e t u r n  f o r 
Ronaldo could all quickly 
move to the top of  his 
agenda.

If  he wants to sting PSG, 
perhaps even Ousmane 
D e m b e l e ,  r e p o r t e d l y 
destined for Paris from 
Barcelona, would appeal.

A  m o r e  s t r a t e g i c 
approach might be to bolster 
other posit ions,  l ike in 
midfield and at full-back, 
where Real actually need 
strengthening more.

For the current players, 
t h e r e  c o u l d  we l l  b e  a 
galvanising effect.

The concern had been 
t h a t  a n  M b a p p e 
announcement before the 
Champions League final 
might distract but a number 
of  pointed, although well-
disguised, social media posts 
o n  S a t u r d a y  s u g g e s t 
Madrid's players would 
enjoy lifting a 14th European 
Cup now in Paris even more.

It would be a statement 

for Spanish football but La 
Liga, whose own relations 
with Madrid are hardly 
warm, have been hit hard by 
the decisions of  Mbappe and 
Haaland to play, not just 
elsewhere, but for PSG and 
Manchester City.

“On Kylian Mbappe's 
possible announcement to 
stay at PSG, La Liga wishes 
to state that this type of  
a g r e e m e n t  a t t a c k s  t h e 
e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  o f  
European football,” the 
league wrote in a statement 
on Saturday.

Amid the rise of  state-
backed clubs and the soaring 
wea l th  o f  the  Premier 
League, Mbappe might have 
been an important moment 
of  resistance, a check on the 
unfettered ability of  those 
clubs to financially bulldoze 
the market.

For a long time, it was 
Real Madrid who had that 
power, an institution with the 
money and status to poach 
the world's best players, even 
from the world's top clubs, 
and there is certainly an irony 
in the anger now about 
another club throwing their 
weight, and money, around.

B u t  t h e i r  h u r t  i s 
grounded in the wider point 
a b o u t  w h a t  M b a p p e ' s 
decision, coming so soon 
a f te r  Haa land ' s,  rea l ly 
means.

P o l i t i c a l l y  a n d 
financially, Real Madrid and 
Barcelona were for so long 
the top dogs in European 
football. Now it is the state-
run clubs that rule the roost.

Monday 23 - Tuesday 24 May, 2022  

Mbappe: Real Madrid reeling as reality of new world order sets in

Man City stage comeback against
Villa to beat Liverpool to EPL title

EPL: Draw secures Leeds survival
at Brentford as Burnley go down
after defeat

Manchester City, champions of EnglandManchester City, champions of EnglandManchester City, champions of England



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Managing	Editor:	Bright	Okereke	-	07030586457

Pg. 15

Pg. 15

N200 

ith the report that the 

WE c o n o m i c  a n d 
Financial  Crimes 

C o m m i s s i o n  ( E F C C )  h a s 
arrested the accountant -general 
of  the federation (AGF), Mr 
Ahmed Idris, for allegedly 
stealing N80 billion, the focus 
should necessarily turn on the 
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 
administration that came into 
office as a response to outrage at 
the Jonathan’s administrative 
failure to control corruption. 
This is not the first allegation of  
massive corruption against high 
o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t 
secretary of  the government of  
the  federa t ion  (SGF)  was 
disgraced out of  office and is now 
being prosecuted for stealing 
millions of  naira. The director of  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e 
administration was also forced 
o u t  o f  o f f i c e  f o r  a l l e ge d 
involvement in millions of  dollar 
found in a flat in  highrise 
apartment in Lagos. These and 
more arrests and prosecution of  
t o p  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h i s 
administration speak to the 
notion that eitherPresident 
Buhari is not an anti-corruption 
champion, as alleged, or he does 
not understand how to fight 
co r r up t ion .  Someth ing  i s 
bas ica l ly  wrong  wi th  th i s 
administration's commitment to 
and understanding of  the virus of  
corruption. Not even the learned 
vice president seems to have a 
clue about the social pathology 
of  corruption and how to counter 
it.

The complete failure of  the 
an t i - cor r up t ion  campaign 
underlines the centrality of  the 
rule of  law and due process in 
building a clean and effective 
state. There is nothing better than 
due process and the rule of  law 
for the stability of  society. They 
are better than charisma and even 
a spartan lifestyle. Buhari's 
administration is now officially 
the most corrupt in the history of  
modern Nigeria. This is because 
the government disregards the 
rule of  law and due process. It 
wrongly considers passion and 

advertised sternness, without 
p r i n c i p l e d  a c t i o n ,  a s  t h e 
fundamental of  disciplined and 
honest leadership. But these mask 
deep-seated corruption. The story 
of  Ahmed Idris and other massive 
cases of  corruption underline the 
misd i rec t ion  o f  the  Buhar i 
administration in the fight against 
corruption. My personal encounter 
with the embattled AGF shows the 
tragic illogic of  the corruption war.

During the early months of  the 
Buhari administration, I was still 
the chairman and chief  executive 
o f  the  Niger ian  E lec t r i c i ty 
Regulatory Commission (NERC). 
Ahmed Idris was newly appointed 
the accountant general of  the 
federation. One day I got a 
summon for  an  urgent  and 
important meeting of  some chief  
executives with the vice president, 
Professor Yemi Osinbajo. I made 
an inquiry about the meeting and 
understood that it was about 
mortgage funds placed with Aso 
Saving Limited. The owner of  the 
company then, Chief  Tunde Ayeni, 
was a well known supporter and 
friend of  President Jonathan and 
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP). The hostile takeover of  
gover nment  by  APC meant 
onslaught against anyone who had 
anything to do with PDP. Those of  
us who were appointed by a PDP 
gover nment were viewed as 
thieves. The new administration so 
much politicised corruption that it 
spent over a year not fully taking 
over the federal bureaucracy and 
not robustly governing, because of  
r e s e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  P D P 
appointees.

I prepared for the meeting and 
took all necessary documents to 
prove that every decision I took as 
NERC chairman was in strictly 
compliance with the law and in the 
most transparent and honest 
manner. NERC had won awards 
for transparency in procurement 
and regulation, so I wanted to prove 
these were no fluke. So I got ready 
for the showdown. 

 I challenged the governor of  
CBN on the  a rgument  tha t 
mortgage institutions should not 
hold mortgage funds of  public 
agencies. I showed him that it is 
mortgage institutions and not 
commercial banks that understand 

the mortgage market better and that 
all over the world they are used for 
mor tgage transactions.  Why 
should we vilify appointees of  a 
previous government who showed 
sound judgement?

At the meeting were the 
governor of  the Central Bank, the 
account general of  the federation 
and other heads of  accountability 
institutions and government 
agencies. The meeting was chaired 
by the vice president who accused 
the chief  executives of  misconduct 
by placing public funds in Aso 
Saving, a distressing company, 
thereby imperilling those funds. 
Before the meeting, the CBN has 
issued some kind of  instruction for 
funds to no longer be placed in the 
bank and the firm implementation 
of  the Single Treasury Account 
policy. The fact is that partly 
because of  the aggression of  the 
new government against Mr Ayeni, 
there was some kind of  run against 
the mortgage company. 

As part of  the indictment, the 
accountant general was vehement 
that it is contrary to law for anyone 
to open any account in a mortgage 
bank and anyone who did so must 
be prosecuted for opening an 
account without the approval of  the 
AGF. He vowed that his agency 
does not give approval to open 
accounts in such entities. The 
governor of  the Central Bank 
added to the indictment by arguing 
that mortgage funds ought to go to 
the commercial banks and that the 
CBN does not recommend such 
mortgage institutions like Aso 
Savings, because they are not 
stable. Everyone of  those officials 
pandered to the bloodletting of  the 
Buhari administration. 

I had to respond. First I showed 
with documents that the decision to 
engage Aso Saving as a mortgage 
firm had nothing to do with politics 
or corruption. We advertised and 
four mortgage companies applied 
and were shortlisted. To keep to the 
highest standard of  workplace 
democracy and comply with 
procurement laws, I asked all the 
staff  to vote for the best firm. Aso 
Savings won. I later wrote to the 
governor of  the CBN to determine 
the l iquidity and prudential 
qualities of  Aso Saving. The CBN 
wrote back to say Aso Savings had 

40 per cent of  the market and that it 
was number one in the industry. We 
later wrote to the accountant 
general of  the federation for 
approval to open an account with 
Aso Savings, and it gave the 
approval. I reprimanded the 
governor of  CBN and the AGF for 
encouraging the bloodletting and 
not being courageous to say that 
t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  we r e  r i g h t 
dec i s ions.  I  cha l l enged  the 
governor of  CBN on the argument 
that mortgage institutions should 
not hold mortgage funds of  public 
agencies. I showed him that it is 
mortgage institutions and not 
commercial banks that understand 
the mortgage market better and that 
all over the world they are used for 
mor tgage transactions.  Why 
should we vilify appointees of  a 
previous government who showed 
sound judgement? At that point the 
vice president calmed me down and 
said I should not brother much 
since NERC followed all the 
necessary due process and obtained 
all the necessary approvals. 

It is a reminder that as we elect 
the next president in 2023, we 
should carefully diagnose the 
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 
administration's anti-corruption 
agenda and elect a president who 
institutively knows that the answer 
to corruption is not passion or self-
assurance but better rule of  law, 
more reinforcement of  due process 
and more and better oversight 
mechanisms.

After the meeting, no other 
action was taken on the matter. Or 
at least, no one invited NERC 
again. But, what surprised me most 
was that high ranking public 
officers could play dead-brain 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  
corruption. When I showed the 
AGF the approval by his office, all 
he could say was that it was not him 
who did that and he would review 
whether the letter was original or 
not. Of  course he knew it was 
original and the previous AGF 
issued it properly. But everyone had 
to key into the mood of  pretending 
to be holy. The point is that these 
corrupt officials hid themselves in 
praise-singing and the Buhari cult-
following to pretend they were 
committed to fighting corruption. 
All that mattered to them was the 

p o l i t i c a l  b l o o d l e t t i n g ,  n o t 
reorganising government to reduce 
graft. It is not a surprise to me to 
learn that the man who was an 
inquisitor against us that day has 
been arrested and detained for 
massive corruption. It was evident 
to me that day that his holiness 
posturing was just a pretence. 

It is the greatest irony that 
under a regime that clamped many 
PDP politicians into jail for 
c o r r u p t i o n ,  i t s  u l t i m a t e 
underwr i te r  o f  probi ty  and 
accountability is being held for 
massive corruption beyond what 
the administration has accused 
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
government for. It betrays a deep 
seated lack of  understanding of  the 
pathology and dynamics  of  
corruption in Nigeria that the 
Buhari administration has not just 
failed in its anti-corruption war, but 
has complicated and compounded 
corruption in Nigeria. 

Sitting that day listening to the 
top officials of  this administration 
goof  about, looking for who to 
entrap in their bloody political war, 
I knew that a day like this would 
come when the hunter becomes the 
hunted. But this is not about 
gloating over the misfortune of  an 
overbearing, self-righteous public 
officer. The lesson goes beyond 
that. It is a reminder that as we elect 
the next president in 2023, we 
should carefully diagnose the 
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  B u h a r i 
administration's anti-corruption 
agenda and elect a president who 
institutively knows that the answer 
to corruption is not passion or self-
assurance but better rule of  law, 
more reinforcement of  due process 
and more and better oversight 
mechanisms. Whether we conceive 
corruption as a result of  collective 
problem of  action or a feature of  
low democratisation, the rule of  
law and faithful application of  due 
process are its answers. 

Buhari's singular error is to 
misconceive the political economy 
of  corruption and stride off  on the 
white horse of  'Mai gaskiya'. 
Ahmed Idris  is  an eloquent 
testimony that it is a failed strategy. 

Sam Amadi is an associate 
professor of  Law and director of  
Abuja School of  Social and Political 
Thought.
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