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News

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections 
the Correspondent 

Chapel of  the Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists, Ebonyi 
State Chapter, has urged 
politicians and youths to 
shun thuggery and other 
actions capable of  jeopard-
izing peace in the state.

The Journalists said Eb-
onyi which it described 
as very peaceful cannot 
be plugged into crisis and 
urged political actors and 
their supporters to play by 
the rules.

Chairman of  the Chapel, 
Comrade Samson Nwafor 
who stated this in Abakaliki 
while briefing journalists on 
Chapel’s Press Week with 
the theme “Time to Deepen 
Media Involvement in Ni-
geria’s Democracy” called 
on the people of  the state 
to participate in the 2023 
general elections to enable 
them elect their leaders.

 “2023 General Election 
gather momentum, we call 
on the political actors in 
Ebonyi State to play by the 
rules, and shun actions that 
are capable of  jeopardizing 
the relative peace existing in 
the state. We also call on the 
youth to shun thuggery and 
violence, as doing so, con-
stitute grave consequences 
to the future of  Nigeria.

“We further call on Eb-
onyians to ensure they par-
ticipate fully in choosing 
their leaders, in the upcom-
ing general elections, by 
making sure they register 
and obtain their voters card 
now that the registration is 
ongoing, across the State.

 “As the theme of  this 

year’s press week aptly cap-
tures, the time has come to 
deepen Media involvement 
in Nigeria’s Democracy, if  
we desire to make a mean-
ingful progress, as a na-
tion”, Nwafor said.

He described Press week 
as annual ritual in journal-
ism profession and a period 
to take stock of  operations 
as Journalists to know how 
the media practitione rs 
have  fared  within the pe -
riod.

 “It is on the strength of  
these, that the Correspond-
ents’ Chapel of  NUJ, Eb-
onyi State, a body of  Jour-
nalists of  both Print and 
Electronic Media, whose 
head offices are outside Eb-
onyi State, religiously ob-
serves this important event 
annually.

“The theme of  this year’s 
press week is “Time to 
Deepen Media Involvement 
in Nigeria’s Democracy.”  

 ‘The Chapel Leadership 
after a critical review of  the 
performances of  members, 
applauded them for being 
good ambassadors and 
called on them to continue 
to adhere strictly to the eth-
ics of  Journalism profession 
in the discharge of  their 
lawful duties, especially as 
the 2023 general election is 
around the corner. Corre-
spondents should shun fake 
news and ensure they cross-
check facts always, bearing 
in mind the critical role we 
play in the society. 

 “The Chapel also seizes 
this opportunity to call on 
the law enforcement agents 
in the State to always see 
journalists as friends, and 
desist from harassing and/
or assaulting them while 
discharging their lawful du-

2023: I am most qualified aspirant
- Peter Obi
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

P
residential aspirant 
of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party PDP, 

Mr. Peter Obi, has stated 
that he is ready and well 
prepared for the party’s 
Presidential primaries, 
slated for May 28-29 2022 
in Abuja. Obi stated this 
on Monday in Awka, An-
ambra state capital while 
wooing the state delegates 
ahead of  the exercise.

According to him, I am 
the most qualified aspirant 
in the contest, in terms of  
managerial and leadership 
skills and also among as-

pirants from South East 
extraction. We all know 
that our party has put the 
primaries contest open to 
all zones, but I am assuring 
you that I will win because 
I am strongly ready and 
well prepared for the elec-
toral exercise.” He said if  
given the party ticket and 
elected eventually as the 
next President, he will turn 
the country from sharing 
to Producing Nation.

“If  I am the president 
of  Nigeria, I will remove 
sharing money and replace 
it with producing formu-
la.” All we do in Nigeria 
is to share money. We bor-
row to share and no nation 

develops that way.” “Nige-
ria is no longer investment 
country .Nigeria is the only 
country that has not credit-
ed one dollar since the rise 
of  oil price. Nigeria is go-
ing down. The only thing 
Nigeria does is sharing 
money,” he said. He urged 
the delegates to make good 
choice and vote the right 
person that will rescue the 
country. According to him, 
he is committed to project 
of  liberating Nigeria and 
he would go to the end.” 
Obi said that he is most 
qualified person to lead 
the country and appeal 
to the Anambra delegates 
to massively vote for him 

at the primaries. He also 
stated that if  he becomes 
president, he would stop 
over enjoyment and cele-
bration till the country is 
fixed. The former spokes-
person to  president Oluse-
gun Obadanjo Dr. Doyin 
Okupe, on his address, said 
that he step down from the 
presidency because he saw 
a better person in the race, 
Mr. Peter Obi. Okupe who 
is also the director gener-

al of  Peter Obi campaign 
organisation, said Obi 
was most qualified person 
to be the president of  the 
country. He urged Anam-
bra delegates to massively 
vote for him. According 
to him, this is time for 
the Igbo to produce pres-
ident and he would do 
everything to support him. 
He said that his concern 
was to witness the pro-
gress of  this country and 

stop the evil and unjust to 
deny the Igbo man as the 
president of  this country. 
“God Almighty will blind 
those working against Igbo 
nation.

Peter is the best among 
those who are coming 
from the east and he is bet-
ter than all others that are 
aspiring to lead this coun-
try.

This man has gone 
around the world seeking 
knowledge and he is the 
most imminently qualified 
to lead this country. He 
urged the Anambra dele-
gate to vote for Peter Obi, 
saying that power to make 
president is in the hands of  
the delegates.

ties. Security agents should 
know that Journalists like 
other citizens of  Nigeria de-
serve protection not moles-
tation from them. We urge 
that internal mechanism for 
discipling   in NUJ  be ex -
plored whenever any jour-
nalist is found wanting.

 “We wish to specifical-
ly acknowledge the robust 
cordial relationship that has 
existed between Journalists 
and the Ebonyi State gov-
ernment led by Governor 
David Umahi, and there-
fore commend very highly, 
the Governor for creating 
the enabling environment 
for us to discharge our du-
ties in the State. I want to 
assure the government and 
the good people of  Ebonyi 
State, that Correspondents’ 
Chapel of  NUJ, Ebonyi 
State, under my leadership 
would continue to be part-
ners in the growth and de-
velopment of  Ebonyi State, 
through objective report-
age”, he stated.

Gunmen kill two soldiers in Onitsha
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

U
nidentified gun-
men on Sunday 
night allegedly 

killed two military men in a 
shoot out at 3-3 estate, Nk-
welle Ezunaka, near Onit-
sha, Anambra state.

A resident of  the area 
who never wanted name on 
print said that the gunmen 
shot dead two soldiers. 

According to the resi-
dent, the shooting which 
started at about 10pm 
lasted late into the night, 
with bullets flying in the 

air, while expended shells 
dropped on roofs of  res-
idents in torrents. It was 
gathered that the shootout 
started after the uniden-
tified riffle wielding men 
took battle to the door step 
of  the military, in a spot, 
where they are stationed, 
within the estate.

 According to the source, 
they were scared all 
through the night as sounds 
of  gunshot rent the air. The 
source said 

“It is true. Yesterday night 
at housing estate gate, un-
known gun men attacked 
the military men securing 

Anglican Diocese, Landlords
Association makes PVC mandatory
for members, tenants
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

H
enceforth, Perma-
nent Voter’s Card 
(PVC) must be pre-

sented by any member of  
Umuahia Anglican Diocese 
before being allowed to be 
wedded in churches under 
the Diocese.

Also, any couple com-
ing for marriage blessings 
and child dedication would 
present PVCs before being 
cleared to formalising of  the 
marital union.

Similarly, all youths of  
voting age and other adults 
who are coming for confir-
mation as communicants 
must present evidence of  
their PVCs before being 
cleared for the religious ex-
ercise.

These and other decisions 
were taken by the Anglican 
Diocese of  Umuahia, at the 
end of  its week-long 10th 
Synod held at St Andrews 
Church Amino na Nsukwe.

Explaining the decisions, 
Bishop Geoffrey Ibeabu-
chi of  Umuahia Anglican 
Diocese said the measures 
were aimed at encouraging 
full participation of  all adult 
members of  the church in 

voting exercises.
He pointed out that by 

doing that, God-fearing 
leaders would be elected 
into offices of  leadership in 
Nigeria, adding that it was 
also designed to checkmate 
voter apathy among some 
church members.

He also urged the mem-
bers and other Christians to 
vote out bad rulers and in-
stall true servants, with the 
PVCs.

Ibeabuchi further de-
clared that a special mon-
itoring team would be put 
in place during general 
elections, to ensure that no 
youth from the Diocese al-
lowed himself  to be used as 
a thug by politicians.

In the same vein, Aba 
Land Lords Protection and 
Development Association, 
(ALPADA ) has given all 
her tenants 30 days within 
which they must get their 
their Permanent Voters’ 
Card (PVCs) or face a pro-
cess of  ejection from their 
houses.

They said that the meas-
ure is aimed at ensuring that 
voters are equipped with 
pvc which is the most neces-
sary material fo a hitch free 
election election coming up 

in 2023 . 
This is part of  the Com-

munique they issued re-
cently at the end of  their 3 
days intensive deliberation, 
serious interactive sessions, 
workshops and membership 
training activities tagged 
ALPADA WEEK.

The Association appreci-
ated Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu’s efforts in infrastruc-
tural development of  Aba 
in particular, adding that 
his construction of    Eche -
fu Rd, Ibadan Street, Ngwa 
Rd, Ukaegbu Rd,Ehere Rd 
and others  under construc-
tion àt the moment has alle-
viated the sufferings of  Aba 
citizens.

They appealed to the 
Governor to fast track the 
ongoing road construction 
at Port Harcourt Rd, Ohan-
ku Rd, Urratta Rd and 
other roads to ensure their 
completion before the expi-
ration of  his tenure .

They also appealed to all 
their members to pay all 
the approved  government 
levies from Tuesday next 
week, promising to partner 
with the  Police through the 
Commissioner in  rebuild -
ing  the Technical Depart -
ment of  the Nigerian Police 
Headquarters (popularly 
called Zone 6),  which was 
destroyed during the Anti 
SARS riots in 2020.

The Land Lords equally 
promised to work with rele-
vant authorities to establish 
Small Scale, Medium and 
Big Scale industries in order 
to create employment for 
teeming youths as a means 
of  abating and reducing 
crime in the state.

ALPADA advised any 
member who encounters 
problems in their payment 
of  bills to The Electricity 
Distribution Companies 
(DISCOs) notify the as-
sociation through its head 
office, for prompt interven-
tion and quick resolution of  
such problems.

us. There was three hours 
open fire. My estate was 
hot from 10pm – around 12 
midnight”. 

News Echo learnt that 
the gunmen also visited 
the Government Reserved 
Area (GRA) in Onitsha, 
where they shot intermit-
tently.
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Gunmen abduct Anambra lawmaker in 
Soludo’s community
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
serving member of  
the Anambra State 
House of  Assembly, 

Dr Okechukwu Okoye, has 
been kidnapped by hood-
lums suspected to gunmen. 
The lawmaker, popularly 
known as “Okey Di Okay” 
was kidnapped late on Sun-
day. Okoye is representing the 
Aguata 2 State constituen-
cy, same constituency as the 
governor of  the state, Prof. 
Charles Chukwuma Soludo.

It was gathered that the 
lawmaker was taking away 
inside his Lexus Jeep car 
within his Constituency, 
Isuofia community, precisely. 
Meanwhile, the Traditional 
ruler of  the community, Igwe 
(Col.) C. A. O Muoghalu, has 
condemned in strongest pos-

sible terms the kidnapping of  
the Lawmaker.

The Monarch, describe the 
incident as one of  the worst 
crimes unimaginable com-
mitted against not only Isuo-
fia community, but to Aguata 
II State Constituency and the 
generality of  Anambra state.

The Monarch, reaction 
was contained in a statement 
signed and made available 
to News Echo in Onitsha, on 
Monday, by his Palace Secre-
tary, Comrade Chukwujekwu 
Orajiuka

The statement read; “It 
is with shock, grief  and 
contempt that HRH, Igwe 
(Col.) C.A.O. Muoghalu, Isu 
Nk’Ibua n’Isuofia, received 
the Sunday, 15th May, 2022, 
sad kidnapping of  Hon. (Dr.) 
OkeChukwu Okoye, the 
member representing Agua-
ta II State Constituency, and 

Rotary club Owerri Metropolitan during the maternal and child health outreach.

We didn’t mandate any 
aspirant to pay extra N400, 
000 for clearance 
– Ebonyi APC chair
By David Eze,
 Abakaliki
 

T
he All Progressives 
Congress APC, Eb-
onyi State chapter 

has denied the media re-
ports alleging that aspirants 
were mandated to pay extra 
N400, 000 for Screening.

The state chairman of  the 
Party, Chief  Stanley Emegha 
while briefing journalists in 
Abakaliki explained that it 
was only N500, 000 that was 
charged for clearance, stress-
ing that the extra N400, 000 
as alleged was a ploy to tar-
nish his hard earned image.

He said: “To my greatest 
astonishment, the said as-
pirants were alleging also 
that they were asked to pay 
a whooping sum of  N900, 
000, for the state clearances 
instead of  N500, 000. The 
question should be, how and 
who made the request since 
they were shot out of  the 
alleged screening exercise. 
However, we did not man-
date any aspirant to pay ex-
tra N400, 000”.

He also dismissed the ru-
mour that about twenty five 
aspirants for the state house 
of  Assembly were excludee 
from screening at the party’s 
Secretariat in Abakakili over 
the weekend. The Chairman 
noted that the screening 
committee is yet to be com-
missioned at their National 
Secretariat in Abuja,

 “Why do some people 
take pleasure in hitting up 
the polity for no just reason. 

I also learnt that the aspir-
ants who purchased their 
expression of  interest and 
nomination forms at Abuja 
are claiming that they have 
petitioned the National lead-
ership and other stakehold-
ers of  the party to intervene 
over the most foolish allega-
tion. “This shows how des-
perate and confused people 
can be over nothing. Law-
yers will always say “you 
cannot place something 
on nothing and expect it to 
stand”. Let them continue to 
display their desperation and 
torment”.

“APC Ebonyi State is one 
and no individual or group 
can destroyed the party nor 
its victory. From the onset of  
this administration, I along-
side other members of  my 
executive promised to give 
everyone a voice and this has 
remained our principle and 
driving force”.

 “It also beats my imagina-
tion that few individuals will 
just meet to tarnish some-
one’s hard earned reputation 
over nothing. How can they 
also be laying claims that I 
made myself  incommunica-
do by not responding to calls 
or text messages. This is a 
fallacy because everyone can 
attest that as the state Party 
Chairman, I respond to call 
at a dial”.

 “You can see I’m obvious-
ly happy because the spokes-
man of  the group is a lawyer 
and am sure he knows the 
legal implications of  his ac-
tion”.

Drug Abuse: NDLEA appeals to
Abia govt, stakeholders for help
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he new Commandant, 
National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency 

(NDLEA) Abia State Com-
mand, Juniadu Yusuf  has 
appealed to the state govern-
ment and stakeholders to as-
sist the agency with logistics 
in combating the increase in 
the use of  hard drugs. 

Yusuf  appealed while 
speaking to journalists on 
the ordeals faced by his com-
mand ranging from logistics, 
bad roads and inaccessibility 
of  some terrain in the state. 

He said that the agency’s 
impact is felt all over the 17 
Local Government Areas in 
Abia, but stresses that some 
of  the hindrances NDLEA 
has in Abia are the terrain be-
cause during the rains most 
of  the areas are swampy and 
the roads are so bad that their 
men cannot access most plac-
es. 

 He said, “we have rickety 
vehicles and on daily basis, 
we go for operation and end 

up towing the vehicles back 
to the office. Our vehicles can 
be described as one day in the 
office and four days in the 
mechanic. 

 “I appeal to the govern-
ment and stakeholders to see 
reasons why they need to as-
sist us in this course because 
the drug abuse is affecting the 
leaders of  tomorrow which is 
the youths. 

“Let them assist us in this 
course because without ve-
hicles, we cannot achieve 
much. Again, our rehabili-
tation centre here is getting 
filed up as we get drug users 
we call clients who are threat-
ening to kill their parents on 
daily basis.” 

 Yusuf  said that the link 
between violent crime and 
drug abuse is so close that 
one leads to the other, adding 
that if  drug abuse is allowed 
to continue, more crimes will 
be committed. 

He said that majority of  
the drug users under rehabil-
itation in the NDLEA facili-
ty in Aba need to be trained 
on skills so that they can be 

one of  the foremost sons of  
Isuofia community in Aguata 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra State. 

His Highness condemns in 
strongest possible terms the 
kidnapping of  Dr. Okoye. 
This is one of  the worst 
crimes unimaginably com-
mitted against not only Isuo-
fia community, but to Aguata 
II State Constituency and the 
generality of  Anambra, and 
there can be no excuses for 
this wicked act. 

No one should ever go 
through the traumatic expe-
rience of  being a victim of  
violence, be it political or oth-

erwise.”
Nigeria seems to be living 

through the normalisation of  
political violence, and abduc-
tion has remained a stubborn-
ly grim part of  the electioneer-
ing life in the rest of  Nigeria. 

And so, the plot to vanquish 
the political pursuits of  Dr. 
Okoye is totally condemned. 
But we must be honest about 
what it really is: the result of  
violent, hateful, vengeful and 
divisive rhetoric that is all too 
common across our country. 
There must be consequences 
for those who commit these 
heinous crimes.

His Highness has urged the 

security agencies to spare no 
efforts in taking significant 
steps to rescue Hon. Oke-
chukwu Okoye, and holding 
to account those responsible 
for this heinous violation of  
his human rights.

His Highness thereupon 
calls for the immediate and 
unconditional release and 
safe return of  Hon. (Dr.) 
OkeChukwu Okoye, failing 
which the land of  Isuofia 
shall fight her own causes till 
the contrivers of  this evil are 
put to doom.

While urging prayers for 
Dr. Okoye’s safety, His High-
ness reaffirms the solidarity 

and support of  Isuofia com-
munity to the Government in 
their fight against terrorism, 
organized crime and violent 
political theatrics, the state-
ment concluded.

Confirming the incident, 
the State Police Public Rela-
tions Officer DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenga, said a Sienna vehicle 
use by the criminals for the 
abduction and a Lexus Jeep 
belonging to the Lawmaker 
has been recover from the 
scene and the Command’s 
operatives has launched an 
aggressive manhunt to rescue 
the Dr. Okoye and possibly 
arrest the perpetrators.

more useful to themselves af-
ter they exit the rehabilitation 
centre. 

“I appeal that as we have 
them here, it’s just for coun-
seling. They don’t have the 
skills to learn here. There’s 
a need for the government 
to provide some equipment, 
invite people from different 
skills and trades to come here 
and teach them all manner of  
skills that’ll make them useful 
after rehabilitation.

 “When they’re done from 
here, it’ll be good for them to 
get something doing by being 
self-reliant. I appeal to our 
people here that the only way 
to have peace is to check and 
curtail the excesses of  drug 
abuse because the connec-
tion between drug abuse and 
criminality is clear. If  drug 
abuse is checkmated, we’ll 
have a peaceful and a more 
secured Nigeria.”

 Yusuf  also urged parents 
to be up and doing in the 
area of  children’s upbringing, 
stressing those facts on the 
ground show that the ma-
jority of  drug abusers under-

going rehabilitation in their 
centre suffered from poor 
parenting. 

According to him, “The 
upbringing of  a child is the 
responsibility of  the society. 
The parents are the first per-
sons with that responsibility.

 It is their duty to begin the 
process of  upbringing. “Most 
of  the clients we counsel here 
we discovered that it is the 
laxity on the part of  the par-
ents that pushed them into 
drug abuse. The parents are 
overprotective of  these chil-
dren from a negative angle.

“They do this claiming 
they love the child so they 
can confront them when they 
see evil. They can’t check the 
kind of  people their children 
move with.  “The parents are 
not doing well at all. They 
need to keep checking their 
children from behavioral pat-
terns. We have a whole lot of  
leaflets we give out on how to 
understand an addict.  “They 
need to know to get those 
leaflets. My message to Abia 
people is to report anything 
drugs to NDLEA.”
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Editorial

eborah is the latest to suffer Dt h i s  g r u e s o m e  f a t e  i n 
Nigeria. In three decades of 

such lynchings in Northern Nigeria 
and yet no one has been brought to 
account. There is no reason to believe 
that Deborah's case will prove to be 
d i f ferent .  Indeed,  the  Pol ice 
conveniently claim that the leader of 
the mob that killed her is not of 
Nigeria or within it.

In one of  fate's more unfair 
ironies, Shehu Shagari College of 
Education in Sokoto, the school 
named after a pioneering Nigerian 
teacher who rose to become president 
of the country and one of its most 
emollient public figures, could be 
fated to become etched in public 
imagination as the funeral pyre of 
Nigeria's coat of arms. It is the 
location where, in daylight on May 
12, a mob of male students set upon 
one of their colleagues, stoned her to 
death and burnt her remains.

Deborah, a 200 level student, 
allegedly had argument with fellow 
students on the class platform and the 
Muslims among them claimed that 
she blasphemed….The interaction 
reportedly took place during the 
Muslim moon of Ramadan when the 
College was on break. When they 
sighted her at the school, all available 
Muslim male students surrounded 
her and started stoning her. They 
continued until she fell. They made 
sure she died and subsequently set her 
body ablaze.

It could be recalled that Eunice 
Elisha, a pastor with the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God, was in like 
manner hacked to death in Kubwa on 
the outskirts of Abuja, Nigeria's 
Federal Capital, after the leaders in a 
nearby Mosque had warned her to 
stop her open-air preaching. Her 
killers were never apprehended nor 
were anyone brought to account.

Sadly, Deborah Yakubu was 
killed exactly 10 days before the 
Practice Section on Public Interest 
and Development Law (SPIDEL) of 
the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
was to hold a widely advertised 
conference in Sokoto, the site of 
Deborah's last earthly moments. The 

morning after her gruesome fate, 
while the smoke still smoldered from 
her funeral pyre, Monday Ubani, the 
Chairperson of SPIDEL, issued a 
statement denouncing those who 
called on him to re-consider holding 
the conference as scheduled as 
“without locus.”

About June 2, 2016, a mob 
l y n c h e d  7 4 - ye a r  o l d  B r i d ge t 
Agbahime in front of her shop in 
Kofar Wambai Market in Kano, 
North-West  Nigeria.  She had 
reportedly asked a male Muslim 
adherent not to conduct his ablution 
in front of her shop, an otherwise 
sensible request, even if only for 
health and sanitary reasons. That was 
her last earthly request. Affronted, 
the man accused her of blasphemy, 
summoned a mob and they clobbered 
her to death.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
issued a statement then describing 
Bridget's lynching as “sad and 
regrettable”, promising that justice 
would be done. The Sultan of Sokoto 
and the Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs in Nigeria equally did same. 
The government of  Kano State 
quickly announced the arrest and 
a r r a i g n m e n t  o f  f i ve  m e n  i n 
connection with Bridget's lynching: 
Dauda Ahmed, Abdullahi Mustapha, 
Zubair u Abubakar,  Abdullahi 
Abubakar and Musa Abdullahi. A 
mere five months after Bridget's 
murder, the Kano State government 
itself withdrew the charges against 
the five suspects. Like Bridget, this 
case died, never to be resurrected.

I n  A u g u s t  1 9 9 5 ,  a  y o u n g 
Christian trader from South-East 
Nigeria, Gideon Akaluka was 
beheaded in Kano again on unverified 
allegations of blasphemy. Some high 
profile arrests followed but, like the 
case of Bridget Agbahime, more than 
two decades later, the suspects were 
never brought to account.

The issue clearly is not whether 
the stoning to death of Deborah 
Yakubu is a religious matter but 
whether the rulers of Nigeria, both in 
and out of government, have it in 
them to give Nigerians reason to have 
faith in the country. 

Deborah's death and
Islamic religious faith
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Opinion

From Echereozo Austin
                                  

R
ecently, I boarded a 
bus Imo from MCC 
Junction enroute 
Ekemmegbu Oha 

market towards the closing end 
of  Orie Uratta where the Ow-
erri North Local Government 
headquarters is situated.

 I was actually going to the 
local government secretariat to 
see a friend that works at the 
council headquarters. Before 
I entered the bus, five persons 
where already seated. 

Two middle aged men, a 
young man in his late twen-
ties and two women of  which 
by my calculations one of  the 
women must have been sixty 
five years. 

I noticed they were discussing 
politics as it is always the case 
especially this period that poli-
tics is always at the centre stage 
of  every discussion be it the 
market place, churches and vir-
tually in every social gathering. 

I and the driver of  the vehicle 

Owerri North State Assembly seat:
Towards 2023 Analysis 

were the only person not talk-
ing, we only acted as observers, 
listening and enjoying the way 
with which these people’s dis-
cussion conforms to one general 
opinion without any dissenting 
voice.

 It was quite unlike the discus-
sion with politics that is always 
characterized with argument 
and counter argument, but that 
was not the case with these 
commercial vehicle passengers, 
they tend to be speaking with 
one voice as if  they knew each 
other before entering the vehi-
cle, as the discussion progresses, 
I actually mistook them for peo-
ple who are on a journey on a 
common front or a sort of  com-
munity meeting but it was only 
when we got to Chukwuma 
Nwoha junction I discovered 
that they never knew each other 
even though all of  them by their 
introduction are from Owerri 
North. 

One of  them by introduction 
is from Ezeogba Emekuku, the 
young man in their midst is 

from Umuovum Ulakwo, the 
other man came from Umuna-
hu Uratta, one of  the women, 
the older one hails from Umud-
ulu Emii and the other woman 
is from Awaka. 

The topic of  the discussion 
centres wholly on Owerri North 
House of  Assembly Seat, in-
fact the name Kelechi Ofurum 
dominated the topic of  the day, 
and they so much eulogized this 
man that every curious mind 
will be so eager to know him 
one on one basis.

 Infact, they are of  the view 
that he is the best amongst ar-
rays of  people that is warming 
up for the assembly seat across 
party lines. 

Their discussion was beyond 
party primaries as they pains-
takingly emphasized more on 
the general election. To them, 
Kelechi is at the verge of  clinch-
ing the APC Assembly ticket for 
Owerri North.

 Their strong support for him 
hinges on Ofurum’s past re-
cords and achievements. He 

was in that discussion described 
as humility personified and an 
embodiment of  truth and hard 
work. A man who is always at 
the beck and call of  every Ow-
erri North citizen. The young 
man from Ulakwo disclosed 
that he knows Hon. Offurm as 
a man that operates an open 
door policy right from the time 
he was the Transition Commit-
tee Chairman of  Owerri North 
L.G.A. He was vividly captured 
as a grass root politics who un-
derstand the heartbeat, need 
and problem of  the people.

The man who hails from 
Uratta and a retired civil serv-
ant hinted that Hon. Kelechi is 
a fellow kinsman from Uratta 
clan and that he has all it takes 
to represent the people of  Ow-
erri North at the State House 
of  Assembly. He disclosed that 
no campaign of  calumny will 
stop Kelechi from picking the 
APC ticket. He went further to 
stress that the people of  Uratta 
clan and other parts of  Owerri 
North has been tracking Hon. 

Kelechi’s programme and an-
tecedents right from his days 
as the T.C Chairman of  Owerri 
North L.G.A and maintain that 
his project is quite enormous 
and too numerous to mention, 
the other woman from Awa-
ka  said that she was one of  the 
numerous women in Owerri 
North that has benefitted from 
Hon. Kelechi’s philanthropic 
gesture through empowerment, 
she added that Hon. Kelechi 
has carried along all the wom-
en in the Local Government 
and has given them a sense of  
belonging.

The Ezogba man said that 
the name Kelechi Ofurum ech-
oes throughout the nooks and 
cranes of  Emekuku community 
and that shows their huge sup-
port for him.

 He maintained that every-
body will definitely come out 
en-masse and vote for him. The 
woman from Awaka urged the 
APC party leaders to do the 
needful and allow Hon. Kelechi 
to fly the party’s flag come 2023.

From Christian Akpunonu

I
n retrospect, the sad remi-
niscence of  human carnage 
in the Northern parts of  
Nigeria sends rude shock 

and chill down ones nerves.
The commemoration of  ugly 

incidences like the Maithasini-
an riots, the Kaduna massacre, 
Sabo Ngeri Kano massacre and 
countless others will definitely 
pose a natural question as to 
whether the North is actually 
really safe for sojourners. 

The chequered history of  the 
northern Nigeria is replete with 
ugly incidences of  mass killings, 
arsons, kidnapping, terrorism 
and all sorts of  violent criminal-
ity. 

This is the consequence of  
typical religious intolerance, the 
Islamic religion deals with the 
mandatory acknowledgement 
of  the creator (i.e. the God-
head), the Lord of  lords, God 
of  gods. 

The issue of  religious differ-
ences lies on the modus Op-
erandi of  exhibiting doctrinal 
differences. Also, the process of  
the conversion of  faithful equal-
ly explains the difference.

 The Christian and some oth-
er religions use persuasive dia-
logue and preaching. Converse-
ly, the Islam use coercion and 
annexation to win converts. In 
areas of  similarities like moral-
ity, it’s still subjective. In effect, 

attitudes that constitute moral 
rectitude differ in several re-
gards. The Christians derive im-
petus from instilling, inculcat-
ing and internalizing morality. 
But, the Islam seemingly got en-
grossed in enforcing, imposing 
and imbibing morality.

The insinuations in the fore-
going, is to reveal obvious dis-
similarity. One of  the duo hon-
ors the sanctity of  life, whereas 
the other cares no too hoots.

 The way one of  the duo sees 
life is quite a chiasmic difference 
from the other. Yet, both appar-
ently revere the same Godhead 
as the genuinely convinced and 
converted faithful. How true 
this is depends on commitment 
and fanaticism. Religious fanat-
ics are definitely dangerous and 
detrimental to the Truth. It is a 
sin.

The commemoration of  past 
sordid history of  political and 
religious killings, arsons, kid-
napping, banditry and terror-
ism, especially in the northern 
Nigeria is regrettable.

At the point of  little tiff, the 
violent youths of  the north go 
Gaga. Their indescribable vola-
tility readily unleashed unbear-
able brutality and man’s inhu-
manity to man on unsuspecting 
persons of  Christian religion, 
particularly those from the 
Southeast extraction. 

The most gruesome ways of  
decimating human being is wit-

Northern Nigeria: Safe for Igbos, Christians?
nessed and experienced in the 
North. Somebody gets stoned, 
maimed, beheaded and slaugh-
tered at the slightest socio-re-
ligious linked provocations or 
even misunderstanding.  What 
an errant nonsense. Sokoto is 
set ablaze, with the Christians 
and Igbos as target victims. 
Why?

That being the case, it sparks 
off  the growing trepidations and 
apprehensions as to whether it’s 
even safe to cohabit with crass 
antagonistic neighborhood, es-
pecially in the North.  Answers 
to this topic will be highly ap-
preciated.

Recently, the incredible news 
of  the martyred young Lady in 
Sokoto over what could easily 
go for a clear frivolity is so un-
settling. They pressed forward 
charges of  blasphemy against 
the Islamic religion for ques-
tioning why Islamic religious 
post should be sent to a dedicat-
ed WhatsApp platform. Blas-
phemy! 

It’s supposed to be the bat-
tle of  the God, not man. How 
many times and instances have 
Moslems blasphemed Jesus 
Christ? Was anybody stoned 
or lynched for doing by over-
zealous angry Christian mobs. 

Retrospect of  the killing of  the 
retired Gen. Zemani Lekwot is 
quite goose pimping.

And, recent many other un-
warranted violent killings, ar-
sons, kidnapping, banditry and 
terrorism of  the Christians and 
the Igbos in the North provoked 
this piece.

In as much as one cannot 
condone these vices, it’s not all 
out to encourage reprisals. In 
fact, doing so definitely spells a 
doom for the national. This is 
true, because, oftentimes repris-
als in whatever guise is found 
intractable and very disastrous.

So, with what is going on con-
sistently in the North repetitive-
ly, and still lingering, disaster 
looms in this God’s about-to-be 
forsaken country.

In fact, the world perceive 
Nigeria today, as pure enigma 
vis-a-viz the prevailing socio-po-
litical circumstances. It is prob-
ably a mystery to the watching 
world that we are yet to go up 
in flames. 

Enough is enough. There 
is no more guarantee for the 
safety and security of  citizens 
anywhere in this country. And 
the Christians and Igbos are 
no longer safe to sojourn in the 
North. This is quit alarming; 
despicable too .These purvey-
ors of  violent criminality of  
the northern extraction better 
watch their steps.

And, recent many other unwarranted 
violent killings, arsons, kidnapping, 

banditry and terrorism of the Christians 
and the Igbos in the North provoked this
 piece. In as much as one cannot condone
 these vices, it’s not all out to encourage

 reprisals. In fact, doing so definitely
 spells a doom for the national. This is true,
 because, oftentimes reprisals in whatever 

guise is found intractable and very 
disastrous. So, with what is going

 on consistently in the North repetitively,
 and still lingering, disaster looms in this 

God’s about-to-be forsaken country 

“
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Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Fields
n physics,  a  is  a I field
p h y s i c a l  q u a n t i t y , 
represented by a scalar, 

vector, or tensor, that has a value 
for each point in space and time. 
For example, on a weather map, 
the surface temperature is 
described by assigning a number 
to each point on the map; the 
temperature can be considered at 
a certain point in time or over 
some interval of  time, to study 
the dynamics of  temperature 
change. A surface wind map, 

assigning an arrow to each point 
on a map that describes the wind 
speed and direction at that point, 
is an example of  a vector field, 
i.e. a 1-dimensional (rank-1) 
tensor field. Field theories, 
mathematical descriptions of  
how field values change in space 
and time, are ubiquitous in 
physics. For instance, the electric 
field is another rank-1 tensor 
field, while electrodynamics can 
be formulated in terms of  two 
interacting vector fields at each 
point in space time, or as a single-
rank 2-tensor field. 

In the modern framework of  
the quantum theory of  fields, 
even without referring to a test 
particle, a field occupies space, 
contains energy, and its presence 
precludes a classical "true 
vacuum”. This has led physicists 
to consider electromagnetic 
fields to be a physical entity, 
making the field concept a 
supporting paradigm of  the 
edifice of  modern physics. "The 
fact that the electromagnetic 
field can possess momentum 
and energy makes it very real ... a 
particle makes a field, and a field 
acts on another particle, and the 
field has such familiar properties 
a s  e n e r g y  c o n t e n t  a n d 
momentum, just as particles can 
have.” In practice, the strength of  
most fields diminishes with 
distance, eventually becoming 
undetectable. For instance the 
strength of  many relevant 
classical fields, such as the 
gravitational field in Newton's 
t h e o r y  o f  g r av i t y  o r  t h e 
electrostatic field in classical 
electromagnetism, is inversely 
proportional to the square of  the 

distance from the source (i.e., 
they follow Gauss's law). 

A field can be classified as a 
scalar field, a vector field, a 
spinor field or a tensor field 
according to  whether  the 
represented physical quantity is 
a scalar, a vector, a spinor, or a 
tensor, respectively. A field has a 
consistent tensorial character 
wherever it is defined: i.e. a field 
c a n n o t  b e  a  s c a l a r  f i e l d 
somewhere and a vector field 
somewhere else. For example, 
the Newtonian gravitational 
field is a vector field: specifying 
its value at a point in space time 
requires three numbers, the 
components of  the gravitational 
field vector at that point.

Types of fields
Electric Field: When an 

electric charge is surrounded by 
another electric charge in the 
s a m e  r e g i o n  m e a n s ,  i t 
experiences a force.

We know that  e lec t r ic 
charges experience forces in the 
presence of  other charges. An 
electric charge induces an 
electric f ield in the space 
surrounding it which in turn 
exerts forces on other charges 
present.

The force F is acting on a 
charge q in an electric field E is 
given by;

The  magni tude  o f  the 
electric field due to a point 
charge q at a distance r away 
from the point charge is

This  e lectr ic  f ie ld acts 
radially outwards for a positive 
charge and radially inwards for a 
negative charge.

Gravitational Fields:

Example: Objects fall to the 
ground because they are affected 
b y  t h e  f o r c e  o f  e a r t h ' s 
gravitational field.

Newton's Law of  Gravitation 
states that the gravitational force 
F between two point masses M 
and m a distance r apart in a 
vacuum is attractive, acts along 
the line joining their centers, and 
is proportional to the masses and 
inversely proportional to the 
square of  their separations.

F is the gravitational force, M 
and m = Mass

In the SI system, the constant 
of  proportionality is G, the 
gravitational constant, which has 
a value of  6.67×10−11Nm2kg−2, 
and so we may write this as,

The gravitational field is the 
gravitational force per unit mass 
that would be exerted on a small 
(so it doesn't measurably affect 
the gravitational field) test mass 
at that point. It is a vector field, 
and points in the direction of  the 
force that a small test mass would 
feel at that point. For a point 
p a r t i c l e  o f  m a s s  M ,  t h e 
magnitude of  the resultant 
gravitational field strength g, at 
distance r from M, is

The gravitational force acting 
on a mass m, which is also 
sometimes described as its 
weight in the gravitational field g, 
is given by:

M a
g n e t i c Fie
ld:

Example: A paper clip, 
placed in the magnetic field 
surrounding a magnet, is pulled 
toward the magnet, and two like 
magnetic poles repel each other 
when one is placed in the other's 
magnetic field.

A magnetic field can be 
produced by either a current flow 
(movement of  charge) or a 
magnetized material. The pole 
of  a magnet or a moving charged 
particle in a magnetic field will 
feel a magnetic force.

Electromagnetic Field:

Electromagnetic field, a 
property of  space caused by the 
motion of  an electric charge. A 
static charge will produce only an 
electric field in the surrounding 
space (That is voltage). Also, If  
the same charge is moving 
around the conductor (that is 
current), it produces a magnetic 
field. An electric field can be 
produced also by a changing 
magnetic field. The mutual 
interaction of  electric and 
magnetic fields produces an 
electromagnetic field, which is 
considered as having its own 
existence in space apart from the 
charges or currents (a stream of  
moving charges) with which it 
may be related.

Best example: An inductor is 
connected across the voltage 
source. It stores energy and 
releases the same.F = mg

At the surface of  the earth, g has a magnitude of        
                           where     is the radius of  the earth.
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 p o s t g r a d u a t e 

As t u d e n t  o f  
Ahmadu  Be l lo 

University, Zaria, Kaduna 
State, Oyeniyi Oyewole 
Iwakun, has renounced his 
s t u d e n t s h i p  o f  t h e 
university over the murder 

h e  F e d e r a l TP o l y t e c h n i c 
Kazaure, Jigawa, 

chapter of  the Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Polytechnics (ASUP) has 
shut down all its academic 
activities for two weeks.

C h a i r m a n ,  D r 
A b d u l ' a z e e z  I b r a h i m 
Badaru stated this in a press 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  t o 
newsmen.

ASUP had called off  its 
industrial action on June 
1 0 t h  2 0 2 1  b a s e d  o n 
agreements it reached with 
the Federal Government.

It was earlier reported 
that ASUP had asked its 
members to be ready to stop 
work at any time if  the 
Federal Government failed 
on its promises.

Part of  the agreement 
includes the release of  N15 
billion for the revitalisation 
o f  p o l y t e c h n i c s  a n d 

ilitary personnel Mhave dispersed 
s t u d e n t s  o f  

various universities in Ondo 
State who are protesting the 
prolonged strike of  the 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities, ASUU.

The soldiers were said 
to have opened fire to chase 
the students away from the 
Ilesha/Akure highway on 
Tuesday.

The students who were 
drawn from the Federal 
University of  Technology, 
Akure, FUTA, Adekunle 
A j a s i n  U n i v e r s i t y , 
Akungba-Akoko, AAUA, 

a n d  O l u s e g u n  A g a g u 
University of  Technology, 
Okitipupa, OAUSTECH, 
had s ince  on Monday 
barricaded the highway 
d i s r u p t i n g  v e h i c u l a r 
movement.

The protesting students 
who bemoaned the attitude 
of  the federal government 
on the matter with ASUU 

he Management of  Tt h e  O s u n  S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y  h a s 

declared that the school has 
no intention of  joining the 
o n g o i n g  s t r i k e  b y  t h e 
Academic Staff  Union of  
Universities. 

This is contained in a 
statement issued by the 
University's Public Relations 
Officer, Adesoji Ademola 
during the week. 

T h e  m a n a ge m e n t ' s 
pos i t ion  i s  cont rar y  to 
comments  made by the 
A S U U  b r a n c h  a c t i n g 
chairman of  the school, Dr 
Wende Olaosebikan. 

Adesoji said that the 
institution will not join the 
ASUU strike, so as not to 
disrupt the school academic 
calendar.

“The selling point of  

UniOsun is that we don't miss 
or extend our academic 
calendar. Our four years is 
always four years. 

“We have, at a point 
called the ASUU national 
chairman, and we made our 
position known concerning 
joining ASUU strikes. 

“We want to inform the 
U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s , 
stakeholders and the general 
public that UniOsun has no 
plan to join the ASUU strike. 

“Our s tudents  have 
resumed the rain semester 
academic session and lectures 
will commence very soon,” 
Adesoji said. 

A d e s o j i  u r g e d  a l l 
students to disregard any 
information on UniOsun will 
soon join the ASUU strike. 

On February 15, ASUU 
began a four-week rollover 

strike following the Federal 
Government's failure to meet 
its demands. 

The National President 
of  ASUU, Prof. Emmanuel 
Osodeke, said the decision 
was taken after the union's 
N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e 
Committee meeting.

Osodeke said since the 
last meeting the union had 
with the federal government 
in December 2021, it had not 
r e c e i v e d  a n y  f o r m a l 
i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
government. 

ASUU extended the 
action by another two months 
to afford the government 
more time to address all of  its 
demands. 

The union also accused 
the government of  displaying 
an indifferent attitude toward 
its demands.

Osodeke, in a statement 
to announce the extension of  
the rollover strike, noted that 
the national executive council 
o f  t h e  u n i o n  “ w a s 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t 
Government did not treat the 
matters involved with utmost 
urgency they deserved during 
the four-week period as 
expected of  a reasonable, 
responsive, and well-meaning 
administration”. 

H e  s a i d  t h e  N E C 
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e 
government had failed to 
satisfactorily address all the 
issues raised in the 2020 
Memorandum of  Action 
within the four-week roll-over 
strike period and resolved 
that the strike be rolled over 
for another eight weeks. 

had converged on the 
FUTA North Gate and 
Roadblock where they 
blocked the road to register 
their grievances.

It was gathered that the 
soldiers who were not from 
the 32 Artillery Brigade in 
the state were on transit 
when they were barred from 
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 

highway at the Roadblock 
axis of  the road by the 
protesting students.

According to some of  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o 
scampered for safety, the 
soldiers who were coming 
from the Ilesha end of  the 
road descended on the 
students and destroyed their 
belongings.

m o n o t e c h n i c s  a n d 
payment of  the arrears of  
m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  t h e 
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
governing council and the 
pay as you earned liability 
issue.

However, the National 
Executive Council (NEC) 
o f  A S U P  h a d  o n 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022, 
decided to embark on two 
weeks  war n ing  s t r ike 
effective from today over 
the Federal Government's 
inabi l i ty  to  fu l f i l l  i t s 
promises.

B a d a r u  s a i d  t h e 
decision is In line with the 
National Executive council 
NEC directives.

He, therefore, called on 
all stakeholders and well-
meaning citizens to support 
the union's demands so that 
people in authority will do 
the needful.

Badar u also urged 

parents and students to 
exercise patience as the 
strike action remains the 
only option left for the 
union.

he management of  TK o g i  S t a t e 
Poly technic,  on 

Monday, said it expelled 
196 students over academic 
failure.

This is coming barely 
t wo  m o n t h s  a f t e r  1 5 
students were expelled for 
the same poor academic 
performance on March 20, 
2022.

H o w e v e r ,  i n  a 
statement, by the Head of  
the Public Relations Unit 
of  the polytechnic, Uredo 
Omale, said the Rector of  
the institution, Dr. Usman 

O g b u  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
expul s ion  o f  the  196 
students was ratified on 
Friday, March 25, 2022.

U s m a n ,  w h o 
announced their expulsion 
dur ing  an  emergency 
meeting of  the Academic 
Board of  the institution on 
M ay  1 2 ,  a dv i s e d  t h e 
remaining students to avoid 
distractions and remain 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e i r 
academic pursuit as they 
prepare for the 2021/2022 
academic year.

H e  s a i d  t h e  f i r s t 
semester examinations 

scheduled to commence on 
Monday, May 16, 2022, 
adding that the polytechnic 
m a n a g e m e n t  w a s 
committed to making the 
teaching and learning 
environment conducive for 
both the staff  and students.

He said students' good 
academic performance is a 
direct result of  dedication 
and hard work achieved 
under a conducive learning 
atmosphere, which the 
institution has put in place, 
just as he urged students to 

h e  P r e s i d e n t , TM a j o r  G e n e r a l 
M u h a m m a d u 

B u h a r i  ( r t d . ) ,  h a s 
approved the appointment 
of  Br igadier -Genera l 
Mohammed Fada as the 
new Director-General of  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Yo u t h 
Service Corps. 

Fada, from Yobe State, 
will take over from Major 
General Shuaibu Ibrahim 
who spent two tenures. 

A source made this 
known to newsmen on 
Tuesday. 

“ T h e  F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
appointed a new Director-
General for the NYSC; 
he's Brigadier General 
Mohammed Fada from 
Yobe State. He was in 
NYSC on Tuesday and has 
b e e n  b r i e f e d  b y  t h e 
outgo ing  DG,  Major 
General Shuaibu Ibrahim.

“After the farewell 
parade, Ibrahim will come 
and hand over and leave. It 
is good that when you're 
leaving, it should be tears 
of  joy and instead of  
people praying, 'let this 
stupid go' and tenure of  
three years will be like 20 
years,” the source said. 

Ibrahim, a native of  
N a s a r a w a  L G A  i n 
Nasarawa State, is an 
Associate Professor of  
History and War Studies 
at the Nigerian Defence 
Academy.

He assumed office in 
May 2019 and prior to his 
appointment as the 18th 
DG of  NYSC, he was the 
Registrar of  the Nigerian 
Army University, Biu, 
Borno State. 

He has a Bachelor's 
degree in History (1989), 
M.A. in History (1992), 
also in UNIJOS and PhD 
in History (2007) at the 
University of  Abuja. 

But in 2007, he finished 
his PGDE at Tai Solarin 
University of  Education, 
Ogun State. 

be diligent in their studies 
and graduate as planned.

H e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s 
displeasure over the high 
t u r n o v e r  o f  s t u d e n t 
wi thdrawals  f rom the 
institution due mainly to 
p o o r  a c a d e m i c 
performance.

The statement further 
stated that the school 
would continue to put in 
place necessary measures 
and sustainable quality 
assurance for the benefit of  
the students.

of  Deborah Samuel, a 
s tudent  of  the Shehu 
S h a g a r i  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education.

Iwakun, in a letter 
addressed to the Vice 
Chancellor of  ABU, dated 
May 13, 2022, said he no 

longer feels safe being a 
student of  the university.

He also said he was 
withdrawing to protest the 
murder of  Deborah.

“I, Oyeniyi Oyewole 
Iwakun, a Political Science 
postgraduate student with 

the admission number: 
P21SSPS8018 wishes to 
inform you of  my decision 
to renounce my studentship 
a t  the  Ahmadu Be l lo 
University (ABU), Zaria.

“This decision is in 
protest of  the gruesome 
murder of  an innocent 200 
l e v e l  s t u d e n t ,  M i s s 
Deborah Samuel of  Shehu 
S h a g a r i  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education, Sokoto on 
Thursday, 12th May 2022 
by some uncultured and 
ev i l  minded re l ig ious 
extremists.

“I opine that no matter 
h e r  o f f e n c e,  n o t h i n g 

justifies the action of  her 
m u r d e r e r s .  M o r e 
worrisome as shown in the 
online video in circulation 
on the social media is the 
supervised and organized 
manner of  her killing and 
cremation in a broad day 
light.

“As  a  de t r iba l i sed 
young man with liberal 
views on religion, I see this 
ugly incident as most 
unacceptable in recent time 
t h e r e f o r e  b i r t h s  m y 
skepticism about my safety 
in Zaria, Kaduna state 
which has similar features 
of  religious cum tribal 

intolerance, orchestrated 
insecurity and uncurtailed 
activities of  bandits and 
terrorists.

“It may be her today, 
but who knows who is next 
t o m o r r o w ? 
“Please accept this open 
letter as my contribution to 
the demand for justice for 
the late Deborah Samuel.

“It is my hope that the 
p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  t h i s 
dastardly act are brought to 
book as against the usual 
narratives in the past,” he 
said in the letter.

Man renounces studentship of ABU over murder of Deborah

ASUP strike: Jigawa Poly shuts
down academic activities

Kogi Polytechnic expels 196 students for
academic failure

NYSC gets new DG

UNIOSUN won't join ASUU strike, says varsity

Soldiers fire live ammunition, disperse
students protesting ASUU strike
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From Brown Ebubechukwuzu-
loke

T
he Nigerian Army has 
stormed and has dis-
lodged the Indigenous 

People of  Biafra (IPOB) and 
its armed affiliate, Eastern Se-
curity Network (ESN) from 
their hideout in Orlu, Imo 
State. It was gathered that 
the army officers stormed 
the hideout of  IPOB/ESN 
this afternoon. According to 
the source, the hideout was 
where two soldiers; Master 
Warrant Officer (MWO) 
Audu M Linus (retired) and 
Private (Pte) Gloria Matthew, 
were murdered on Friday, 
April 29, 2022, on the trip to 
fulfill the traditional rites of  
conjugating their matrimony, 
as the very well respected and 
cherished Igbo tradition de-
mands.

These were contained in 
a statement on Monday by 
the Director of  Army Public 
Relations, Brigadier-General 
Onyema Nwachukwu.

The statement read, 
“Troops of  the 34 Brigade 
Obinze have neutralised 
four members of  the Indige-
nous People of  Biafra and its 
armed wing, Eastern Security 
Network, in a fierce encoun-
ter that ensued at Amaifeke 
and Ihioma in Orlu Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State.

 “The terrorists were taken 
out today, Monday, May 16, 
2022, while shooting sporad-
ically, threatening lives and 
property of  innocent citizens.

 “The irate dissidents 
opened fire on sighting the 
patrol team, who were out to 
ensure safety and security of  
lives and property of  citizens.

 “The vigilant troops en-
gaged the criminals and neu-
tralised four of  them, while 
others succumbed to the su-
perior firepower of  the troops 
and escaped from the scene.

 “Items recovered from the 

Soldiers storm hideout of IPOB/ESN
where Army couple was killed 

encounter include one pump 
action gun, 10 live cartridg-
es, one Hilux truck, which 
was reportedly snatched at 
gunpoint yesterday by the ir-
redentists, some mobile hand-
sets and charms.”

FG tells Facebook to Stop 
IPOB from inciting violence

The Federal Government 
has asked Facebook and oth-
er social media platforms to 
stop allowing the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra from using 
their platforms to allegedly 
incite violence and instigate 
ethnic hatred in Nigeria. 

The government said that 
since IPOB had been pro-
scribed and classified as a 
terrorist organisation, “Face-
book has no justification for 
yielding its platform to the or-
ganisation to further its cam-
paign of  hate and destabilisa-
tion of  the country.” 

The Minister of  Informa-
tion and Culture, Lai Mo-
hammed, according to a state-
ment by his Special Assistant 
(Media), Segun Adeyemi, 
made the demand in Abuja 
at a meeting with a team from 
Facebook. 

He said, “I have called 
this meeting to enable us to 
discuss the increasing use of  
Facebook by separatists and 
anarchists, especially those of  
them based outside the coun-
try, to instigate violence and 
ethnic hatred in Nigeria.

“For whatever reason, they 
seem to have now chosen 
Facebook as their platform 
of  choice. And their tools 
include disinformation, in-
cendiary statements and hate 
speech. They use Facebook 
broadcasts to reach their fol-
lowers, who are in thousands. 
They tag those opposed to 
their violent ways as ‘sabo-
teurs’ who must be attacked, 
maimed and killed.

They use both English and 
their local language as it suits 
them,” Mohammed said. 

He said the actions of  the 

Six classroom block commissioned by the Hon Ikenna Elezianya

Gunmen notifies 9 local govts in Anambra
of impending attack

G
unmen have written 
letters to nine local 
government areas 

in Anambra State to be at-
tacked soon. 

The local government 
areas listed to be attacked 
are Ihiala, Aguata, Nnewi 
South, Awka North, Awka 
South, Idemili North, Ide-
mili South, Orumba South, 
Orumba North and Anam-
bra East. 

In a message to the LGAs, 
the anonymous group 
warned security operatives 
to get ready for action in 
‘Biafra Land’. 

“These local government 
areas should wait for us 
soon. We are warning our 
dear Professor that it is time 
for action and not time to 
speak big grammar and talk-
ing. All the security men oc-
cupying should get ready for 
action.

“Go and tell the President 
to release our oga (boss), 
Onyendu, Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, or face continuous 
war – FINAL WARNING,” 
the group wrote. 

Meanwhile, the Anambra 
State police operatives, on 
Tuesday, neutralised hood-
lums operating and enforc-

ing the sit-at-home in the 
state.

The suspects were said 
to be operating around the 
Ogidi area on the second 
day of  the sit-at-home when 
they confronted the security 

Fight those who killed Deborah 
instead of fighting me
 – Fr. Mbaka

F
ather Ejike Mbaka, 
the Founder, Adora-
tion Ministry, Enugu 

State, has spoken on the 
death of  Sokoto state col-
lege of  education student, 
Deborah Samuel. 

According to the man of  
God, Christians are cur-
rently facing a lot of  battles 
and now is not the time to 
fight each other. 

In his words, “this is 
what I have been saying 
since. Christians are facing 
lots of  battles nowadays. 
Christians should not begin 

to fight among themselves. 
He also said that those who 
are fighting against him 
and his ministry should put 
that effort to where it’s use-
ful, go to Sokoto and fight 
those who killed Deborah 
Samuel.

 In his own words, “I am 
here pleading with those 
who are fighting against 
me, Fr Mbaka and the 
Adoration Ministry. They 
should go to Sokoto State 
and fight those who killed 
one of  our daughters.

2023 presidency: Tinubu, Osinbajo have no conscience,
Igbo gods angry with them – Orji Kalu

By Nnamdi Akujor

S
enator Orji Uzo Kalu 
has lambasted the na-
tional leader of  the 

All Progressives Congress, 
APC, Bola Tinubu, Vice 
President, Prof. Yemi Osin-
bajo and other presidential 
aspirants from the South 
West and South South, 
describing them as greedy 
politicians without con-
science.

Kalu claimed that the 
gods of  Igboland are ask-
ing questions, demanding 
an answer as to why these 
politicians are allegedly 
greedy and have no con-
science.

The former Abia State 
Governor said this in an 
interview with Channels 

Television on Monday 
evening.

According to Kalu, had 
these politicians not been 
greedy, they would not 
have entered the race for 
the presidency come 2023 
knowing that with fairness 
and equity in display, it is 
the turn of  the South East.

“Bola Tinubu was my 
colleague as governor, if  
they have conscience, they 
will not run for president. 
But they have no con-
science.

“Obasanjo was president 
for eight years, Osinbajo 
was vice president for eight 
years and South Easterners 
have never been president 
for one year.

“How would you sleep if  
you were in my position? 

operatives. 
It was confirmed by the 

state Police Public Relations 
Officer, Tochukwu Ikenga, 
who said the command and 
other sister agencies had 
been on patrol to maintain 

law and order in the state. 
Ikenga assured the peo-

ple to go about their normal 
businesses without any form 
of  intimidation, harassment 
or worry assuring them of  
adequate security.

The gods are asking ques-
tions in Igbo land, ‘where 
are these people?’ The gods 
of  the Igboland, they’re 
asking ‘why would these 
people come again?’

“And the answer is that 
they are greedy. They 
should stop being greedy. 
And that’s what is killing 
Nigeria.

“If  you work you allow 
your brother to work; if  
you rule you allow your 
brother to rule. I’m being 
sincere….

“All of  them in that list 
are my friends. My children 
lived with Tinubu’s wife … 
so it’s not a new thing to 
me. I just want people to 
have conscience before all 
of  us die because we’ll die 
one day. So they should 
have conscience.”

proscribed group have re-
al-life implications, adding, 
“By purveying hate and in-
citing violence, people are 
getting killed while private 
and public property are be-
ing attacked and destroyed. 
Security agencies and other 
symbols of  government are 
their choice targets.” 

The minister said despite 
the numerous complaints to 
Facebook on the activities of  
IPOB, nothing has been done 

by the company to curtail the 
group’s excesses on the social 
media platform. 

 “Our social media people 
have been monitoring these 
separatists, anarchists and 
purveyors of  hate, and have 
been reporting their atrocious 
actions to Facebook, but all 
they get are default respons-
es that their complaints have 
been received and are being 
looked into. 

“Most often than not, 

nothing is done about such 
complaints. The truth is that 
whatever Facebook is doing 
to check these people is mere 
tokenism and is totally inef-
fective,” Mohammed said. 

The minister said the gov-
ernment would be “moni-
toring Facebook and other 
platforms closely in the days 
ahead to ensure compliance 
with the demand, as it steps 
up the campaign for the re-
sponsible use of  social me-

dia.” 
“We have always advocat-

ed a responsible use of  social 
media, and consistently called 
on all stakeholders to join us 
in achieving this. Some have 
tagged our efforts as an at-
tempt to stifle social media. 
They are wrong, because 
we have no intention of  pre-
venting Nigerians from using 
social media responsibly. All 
we have been advocating is a 
responsible use of  social me-
dia,” he said.
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he gruesome murder of  TMiss Deborah Samuel 
over alleged blasphemy 

has inarguably elicited so much 
reaction from the internet, as 
m a n y,  s o m e  o f  w h o  a r e 
prominent Islamic leaders, 
Human Rights Organisations, 
Christian and non-religious 
organisations have, amidst 
bitterness, frowned totally at the 
awful incident.

Similarly, Foundation For 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R i g h t s , 
A d v o c a c y  & 
Development(FENRAD), a 
Human Rights Advocacy has 
condemned the horrible act and 
at the same time, commended the 
various individuals and groups 
for criticising same inspite of  
religious affiliations.

FENRAD, in a statement 
issued to Famous.reporters.com 
stated pointed that, “The best 
religion is loving and tolerating 
others as the Holy Books have 
e n j o i n e d  a d h e r e n t s  o f  
Abrahamic faiths to do, with 
respect for the sanctity of  human 
life which is universal.”

W h i l e  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  c o r d i a l 
relationship among worshippers 
of  various religions, FENRAD, 
like other critics, charged Muslim 
worshippers to desist from taking 
the lives of  others on the basis of  
blasphemy, whatsoever. The 
body also implored the security 
agency to ensure the arrest and 
prosecution of  the culprits.

The statement read in full: 
Having for days observed and 
fo l lowed the  deve lopment 
leading to and following the 
death of  Miss Deborah Samuel, a 
second-year undergraduate 
student of  Shehu Shagari College 
of  Education, Sokoto State, by a 
r e l i g i o u s  m o b  f o l l o w i n g 
perceived blasphemy, FENRAD 
condemns the gruesome murder 
of  the slain lady, the unprovoked 
wanton attacks on churches, a 
hospital and as well as the looting 
and burning of  businesses and 
shops belonging to Nigerians of  
southern extraction, mostly the 
Igbo, in Sokoto State.

F E N R A D  w i s h e s  t o 
commend people of  goodwill 
who, regardless of  religious 
v iews,  spoke  up  in  f i e rce 
condemnation of  the barbaric 

murder. Religion is made to be 
used by man as man was not 
made to be used by religion, the 
Foundation says. The best 
religion is loving and tolerating 
others as the Holy Books have 
e n j o i n e d  a d h e r e n t s  o f  
Abrahamic faiths to do, with 
respect for the sanctity of  
human life which is universal.

 However, given different 
interpretations of  religious 
texts, many are wont to take 
the laws into their own hands 
in any provocation by people 
o u t s i d e  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  a 
presumed “secular state.” This 
is not only distasteful but could 
equal ly  make  such such 
religion like Islam, which 
a dvo c a t e s  l ove,  p a l e  i n 
c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r 
religions or even less appealing 
as many clerics and sheiks had 
rightly said.

In the order of  things, life is 
paramount and constitutes one 
of  the natural (divine) rights 
which shall not be taken away 
e xc e p t  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e 
established breaches which 
m u s t  b e  k n o w n  t o  a n d 
recognised by the law to have 
existed. Nigeria, it should be 
known, is a secular state – as 
enshrined in section 10 of  the 
1 9 9 9  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s 
amended. The extension of  

Sharia code, which by the 1999 
constitution was no more than 
a personal status issue, to cover 
criminal laws first in the state 
of  Zamfara and then other 
states in the year 2000 began 
what we have today in that 
Sharia now operates in 12 
northern states!

 FENRAD affirms that 
senseless killings such as that 
of  Deborah puts paid to the 
secular claim and democratic 
assumptions of  the 1999 
constitution, as amended. 
Even though the constitution, 
in section 275, allows Sharia 
courts to exist, such existence 
is still limited to and does not 
supersede the constitution 
which is the source of  the same 
Sharia law. What we are seeing 
play out in northern Nigeria is 
a case where religious and 
regional laws override the 
national. Having stated this, 
FENRAD calls on the federal 
lawmakers to do the needful by 
strengthening the constitution 
with amendments that address 
issues like this.

M i s s  D e b o r a h ,  t h e 
Christian lady who was beaten 
up and burnt to death by angry 
Muslim for using the phrase 
“nonsense prophet”. 

Peace and tolerance are 
vital in a multi-ethnic state like 

Nigeria with well over 250 
spoken languages and 400 
ethnic groups al l  having 
disparate cultures. Extremism 
and radical fundamentalism 
will never result in a win-win 
outcome in a country that has 
no place in its laws for state 
religion.

 FENRAD calls on the 
security agencies, who have 
arrested two persons from the 
mob that kil led Deborah 
Samuel, to go one better by 
ensuring prosecution of  those 
in detention, as well as using 
the so-called class WhatsApp 
group chat where the entire 
i n c i d e n t  p l a y e d  o u t  t o 
investigate the whole matter. It 
is quite a shame that many 
aspirants – especially the 
presidential hopefuls – have 
remained tight-lipped, deleted 
tweets and looked the other 
way while the nation burned. 
The fact that they have nothing 
to tell Nigerians who are being 
divided by religion at a time 
like this establishes the point 
that they are not there for 
Nigerians nor are they there for 
Nigeria. Many even know 
where their bread is buttered 
and instigate violence in one 
way or the other – conspiracy 
of  the elite!

The adherents of  Islam 
who kill in the name of  faith or 
for the prophet (PBUH) fail to 
see reason in what the prophet 
meant when he said, “To you 
be your religion, to me be 
mine.” FENRAD urges the 
federal government, the only 
government in charge of  
national security, to restore 
calm in affected parts of  the 
North as arson, looting and 
lynching could run amok in 
majority of  the states therein 
triggering equal reaction in the 
South – a scenario which does 
not bode well for the nation in a 
time like this.

F E N R A D  u r g e s  a l l 
religious stakeholders and 
leaders across the board to 
pursue dialogue, rein in their 
followers and see a way out as 
conflict the size we are seeing 
could implode the nation itself. 
The managers of  national 
affairs should be wary of  what 
is brewing following the death 
of  Deborah.

 

Signed:
Comrade Nelson Nnanna 

Nwafor
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r 

FENRAD

Deborah Samuel:
Religious tolerance still a
recipe for peaceful coexistence
- FENRAD

Late Deborah Deborah’s parents
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2023: Anambra PDP calls for suspension of 
Ajibade Adeyemi as party National Legal Adviser

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
the Anambra 
State Chapter of  
the Peoples Dem-

ocratic Party (PDP), has called 
on the National Chairman, Sen-
ator Iyorcha Ayu and National 
Working Committee (NWC), 
to as a matter of  urgency, sus-
pend the party’s National Legal 
Adviser, Barrister Ajibade Ad-
eyemi, over alleged unethical 
conduct and breach of  his oath 
of  office on matters affecting 
PDP in Anambra state. 

The Chapter says the Nation-
al Legal Adviser, whose duties 
includes defending litigation 
against the Party and its organs 
contrary to the Provisions of  
the Party’s Constitution Article 
42 (1b) of  the PDP Constitution 
2017 (as amended), was not up 
and doing. They accused him of  
working for Chief  Chris Uba, to 
thwart the express decisions and 
resolutions of  the NWC, to take 
over all the Litigations concern-
ing PDP in Anambra State.

They chapter also urged the 
NWC, to exonerate themselves 
from all actions of  the Nation-
al Legal Adviser. The called 
was contained in a Commu-
nique issue to Journalists at the 
State party Secretariat, Udoka, 
Awka, on Sunday, shortly after 
an emergency meeting of  all the 
21 local government Chairmen 

in the state, Ward executive and 
the party aspirants in the 2023 
general elections. It was read 
before the floor by Orumba 
North LGA Chairman, Barris-
ter Uchenna Obiora.

The Communique read in 
part; UNETHICAL CON-
DUCT OF THE NATION-
AL LEGAL ADVISER OF 
PDP, BARRISTER AJIBADE 
ADEYEMI (SAN) IN THE 
CONDUCT OF MATTERS 
AFFECTING PDP IN AN-
AMBRA STATE: TIME TO 
CALL HIM TO ORDER. The 
National Legal Adviser, whose 
duties includes defending lit-
igation against the Party and 
its organs contrary to the Pro-
visions of  the Party’s Constitu-
tion Article 42 (1b) of  the PDP 
Constitution 2017 (as amended) 
proceeded to do the following: 
1. Instructed Adedamola Fa-
nokon Esq. to concede to the I 
claims of  the Plaintiffs in Suit 
No: FCT/HC/CV/83/2022, 
which was against the ratified 
and approved list of  wards and 
LGA Executives that emerged 
from the congresses conducted 
by the Electoral Committees 
Constituted by the NWC with 
approval of  NEC and equally 
monitored by INEC and Secu-
rity Agencies in line with the 
guideline and Constitution of  
the Party.

 2. Following the actions of  the 
National Legal Adviser Ajibade 
Adeyemi (SAN) in mortgaging 
the interest of  the Party in the 
aforesaid suit, Elected Wards 

and Local Government Exec-
utives made complaints to the 
Party leadership and equally 
requested to be given a fiat to 
enable them defend themselves 
in court, which was flatly re-
jected by the National Legal 
Adviser, hence having exhaust-
ed all the internal mechanism 
of  complaint within the Party, 
they proceeded to commence 
Suit No: OT/72/2022 in the 
High Court of  Anambra State, 
and obtained a final Judgment 
which affirmed the wards and 
Local Government Area Exec-
utives as conducted and ratified 
by the NWC, the National Le-
gal; Adviser Ajibade Adeyemi 
(SAN), now set to

Nigeria (SAN) nominated 
by Chief  Chris Uba. The same 
SAN, nominated and being paid 
by Chief  Chris Uba was equally 

instructed by the National Le-
gal Adviser, to take over all the 
Litigations concerning PDP in 
Anambra State. 

The sole aim of  Ajibade 
Adeyemi (SAN) actions is to 
thwart the express decisions 
and resolutions of  the NWC. 
The question that comes to 
mind are: 1. Who is the Nation-
al Legal Adviser working for in 
Anambra State?

 2. Is it Chief  Chris Uba and 
his cronies or the Survival of  
the Party in Anambra State? 3. 
Why is the National Legal Ad-
viser compromising his office 
and oath of  office against the 
express decisions of  the NWC 
of  which he is a member? 

There is no iota of  doubt that 
from the foregoing that the Na-
tional Legal Adviser Ajibade 
Adeyemi (SAN) is merchandiz-
ing the whole interest of  elected 

Anambra PDP stakeholders during their emergency meeting in the state, on Sunday evening.

Iyorchia Ayu, PDP National Chairman

officers of  PDP and aspirants in 
Anambra State and has stalled 
the conduct of  the state con-
gress in Anambra State, with 
a view to denying the state the 
needed number of  delegates at 
the National Convention. 

Be it known that those about 
being excluded from participat-
ing in the National Convention, 
are already threatening to com-
mence legal action to stop the 
National Convention.

PRAYERS: 1. We urge the 
National Chairman and all 
members of  the NWC, to forth-
with suspend the National Le-
gal Adviser, Ajibade Adeyemi 
(SAN) for his clear and manifest 
unethical conduct and breach of  
his oath of  office, as the NWC 
needs to exonerate themselves 
from all actions of  the National 
Legal Adviser. 

2. To forthwith conclude the 
State Congress in Anambra 
State, before the National Con-
vention, having concluded and 
ratified the wards and LGA 
Congresses and same having 
been affirmed by a final Judg-
ment of  a High Court of  An-
ambra State, and same being 
the list of  EXCOS as monitored 
and certified by INEC to avoid 
already threatened litigation 
that may emanate or arise from 
such exclusion and suppression 
of  delegates from Anambra 
State. Dated this 15th day of  
May, 2022.

News Echo gathered that PDP 
in Anambra state is in serious 
crisis over who control the par-
ty in the state, between Chief  
Chris Uba and Chief  Ndubuisi 
Nwobu led-faction.

The sole aim of Ajibade Adeyemi (SAN) ac-
tions is to thwart the express decisions and reso-
lutions of the NWC. The question that comes to 
mind are: 1. Who is the National Legal Adviser 

working for in Anambra State?
 2. Is it Chief Chris Uba and his cronies or the 

Survival of the Party in Anambra State? 3. Why 
is the National Legal Adviser compromising his 
office and oath of office against the express deci-

sions of the NWC of which he is a member? 
There is no iota of doubt that from the fore-

going that the National Legal Adviser Ajibade 
Adeyemi (SAN) is merchandizing the whole in-
terest of elected officers of PDP and aspirants 
in Anambra State and has stalled the conduct 
of the state congress in Anambra State, with a 
view to denying the state the needed number of 

delegates at the National Convention

“
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

What is your view about the ag-
itation for Nigeria president of 
Southeast extraction come 2023?

Equity and justice demand that this 
time around, the presidency should 
be zoned to the Southeast. This is one 
major step that I believe will put an 
end to the series of  agitations. It is 
worrisome that a Southeasterner has 
not been elected into power as presi-
dent of  this country.

There is this perception that other 
tribes still look at the Igbo man with 
suspicion because of agitations?

The Igbo man wants the unity and 
peaceful co-existence of  this coun-
try more than other Nigerians. This 
is because; the Igbo have a very big 
stake in the country, since they have 
investments in every nook and cran-
ny of  this country. Again, the Igbo 
man is a peace loving person. If  giv-
en the presidency, the Igbo will pro-
mote a unified and indivisible Nige-
rian nation. What worries an average 
southeasterner is the marginalization 
and alienation from the scheme of  
things. An Igbo man has the mindset 
for unity. An average Igbo man can 
easily communicate with languages 
of  other ethnic groups. This is the 
unity mentality. An Igbo man does 
not want war or division in Nigeria, 
because he wants to preserve the lives 
and property of  his people. It is, there-
fore, disturbing that the country they 
love so much; the country they work 
so hard to rebuild and preserve, is 
marginalizing them.

If  the need for consensus Igbo pres-
idential candidate arises, and you are 
asked to suggest an aspirant, who 
would you suggest?

I’ve looked at all the aspirants 
across major political parties, and 
observe that they are all eminently 
qualified to take Nigeria to the next 
level. However, to me, the former gov-
ernor of  Anambra State, and the for-
mer vice presidential candidate of  the 
PDP, Mr. Peter Obi, stands out.

Why Peter Obi?
Peter Obi is an instrument that Ni-

geria needs at this period of  its history 
to move forward. He has a vision that 
can change Nigeria’s destiny and fu-
ture. I do not think that Nigeria can 
tolerate another 8 years of  wasteful-
ness. I urge all Nigerians to shun the 
issue of  political affiliation, creed, sex 
or tribe, and go for excellence. We 
need to move our country forward, 
and we can only move forward with 
a progressive mind. Nigeria is already 
battered, and needs a man of  excel-
lence to move it forward.

Under Peter Obi as Anambra gov-
ernor, the state was the first to com-
mence Sub-Sovereign Wealth savings, 
the first of  its kind in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Again, at a time many gov-
ernors were leaving huge debts for 
their successors, Obi left the equiv-
alent of  $500 million Dollars in in-
vestment; as well as local and foreign 
currencies, including $156 million in 
Dollar- denominated bonds, while 

leaving office. Under him as governor, 
development partners such as UNDP, 
UNICEF, the World Bank, DFID, the 
European Union etc., which hitherto 
were not in Anambra started working 
with the state. At that time, Anambra 
was consistently adjudged one of  the 
best states in development partnership 
and commitment to reforms for good 
governance.

Obi was recognized as best gover-
nor by the Millennium Development 
Goals Office (OSSAP-MDGs) and 
the UNDP in the implementation of  
their programmes in Nigeria. Under 
Obi, the Nigerian Debt Management 
Office (DMO) rated Anambra as the 
least indebted state in Nigeria. In spite 
of  visible and measurable achieve-
ments recorded in various sectors, 
the state under him did not borrow or 
raise bonds for her various projects. 
Under him, the senate of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria rated Anambra 
as the most financially stable state in 
the country.

The state’s ground-breaking return 
of  schools to their church owners, and 
subsequent partnership with the agen-
cies in education, saw the state move 
from 24th position out of  36 states 
to number one position in National 
Examination Council (NECO) and 
West African Examination Council 
(WAEC) examinations for three con-
secutive years. Through partnership 
with the church in the health sector, 
his government funded the transfor-
mation of  many health institutions in 
the state.

As part of  the efforts to turn around 
the economy of  the state, a number 
of  companies were attracted to build 
their facilities in Anambra. A case 
in point is SABMiller, the 2nd larg-
est brewery in the world, which built 
their first Green Field facility in the 
state, which is today one of  the most 
successful facilities they operate glob-

ally. A number of  other companies 
followed the SABMiller initiative and 
were all supported and encouraged 
under his government; a good exam-
ple is INNOSON Motor Manufactur-
ing Company.

Obi’s government was the first to 
do Poverty Mapping in Nigeria, as a 
guide for the effective implementation 
of  poverty alleviation strategies. Dur-
ing his tenure and with his govern-
ment’s support, Anambra became an 
oil producing state.

By the end of  Obi’s tenure in 2014, 
more than twelve health institutions, 
including two hospitals, had secured 
accreditation. When he took over in 
2006, no health institution in Anam-
bra was duly accredited.

But the PDP which Peter Obi be-
longs to does not seem to support the 
idea of zoning presidential slots to 
the Southeast?

The rotation and zoning principle 
was written into the PDP’s Constitu-
tion in 2009. Article 7(2c) of  the PDP 
Constitution states that: “In pursu-
ance of  the principle of  equity, justice 
and fairness, the party shall adhere to 
the policy of  rotation and zoning of  
party and public elective offices, and 
it shall be enforced by the appropriate 
executive committee at all levels.”

In its wisdom and patriotic zeal, the 
PDP allowed power to rotate between 
geopolitical zones in the north and 
south, and made it both a manifesto 
and a constitutional matter. What this 
means is that going by the party con-
stitution, the subsisting principle of  
rotation leaves PDP with no choice 
than to zone the presidency in 2023 
to the appropriate geopolitical zone, 
unless it amends its constitution. Ow-
ing to the indivisibility of  the office of  
the president of  Nigeria, the only way 
the federal character principle will 

apply to the office of  the president 
as a political office referred to in the 
constitution is by rotating it. And this 
has been the practice since 1999; but 
now that it is the turn of  the southeast 
to benefit from it, some PDP leaders 
want to change it. That is tantamount 
to changing the goalpost in the mid-
dle of  the game. If  this country must 
move forward, these major political 
parties and, of  course, all Nigerians, 
should eschew tribalism and selfish-
ness at this point in the nation’s his-
tory.

What do you think will be the 
general feeling, if the Southeast is 
denied the presidency in 2023?

Having a Nigerian president of  
Southeast extraction is long overdue, 
and denying the Southeast this oppor-
tunity for whatever reason, will create 
a crack on the purposeful co-existence 
of  the country. It will likely heighten 
agitations, restiveness and bad blood. 
Denial of  the Southeast the opportu-
nity to produce a president in 2023 
will likely aggravate the ongoing ag-
itation for secession. Igbo will feel 
not wanted in Nigeria, if  denied the 
2023 presidential slot. But from the 
scheming and permutations current-
ly going on in the two major political 
parties ahead of  the 2023 elections, 
there seems to be a calculated and de-
liberate conspiracy, particularly from 
some powerful politicians from the 
North, to deny the Southeast the par-
ties’ presidential tickets. If  the party 
tickets elude the Southeast zone, what 
are the options for the people of  the 
zone to convince themselves that they 
are truly part and parcel of  the Nigeria 
project?  In the event when this hap-
pens, Ndigbo should unite and pursue 
Biafra! Igbo unity is of  essence now.  

It is necessary to remind fellow 
Nigerians that Igbo are equal stake-
holders and shareholders of  Nigeria, 
and should not be relegated to the 
background. The Igbo have played 
supportive roles in the PDP and APC 
to other candidates from some other 
regions, and those parties feel that the 
Igbo are not worth producing the flag 
bearer! Nigeria must understand that 
the reason why its economy has been 
on a continuous decline is simply be-
cause an Igbo man has not been given 
a chance to do real business. Denial 
of  the party tickets to the Southeast 
ahead of  2023 is a clear cut message 
that they do not belong to Nigeria.  

I will, therefore, urge other geopolit-
ical zones in this country to sacrifice 
the presidential seat to the Igbo, so 
that the country will remain intact af-
ter 2023. The coexistence of  Southeast 
zone with other geopolitical zones in 
the country will be shaken, if  South-
east fails to get the presidential slot in 
2023 general elections. Nigeria has a 
golden opportunity to extend the right 
hand of  fellowship to a major part of  
this nation that has been visibly mar-
ginalized since after the civil war, up 
until now.

I believe there is a sentiment that 
the presidency may not come to the 
Southeast across major political par-
ties in Nigeria. When APC came up 
with the policy of  zoning the posi-
tion to the south, politicians from the 
South-West, who are presently occu-
pying the position of  vice-president, 
and whose son, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
was president for eight years, started 

their campaign, just to ensure that 
Igbo man does not get it.

In the PDP, politicians from the 
North, whose brother, President 
Muhammadu Buhari, will complete 
eight years next year, are, by recent 
declarations, insisting on succeeding 
him. What this shows is that Igbo 
are not important in the country’s 
political equation?

Even, the idea to leave the slot open 
for the entire southern Nigeria is not 
an acceptable idea. South east pol-
iticians should reject it. Under this 
democratic dispensation, the South-
West has produced a president and 
vice president for 16 years in the last 
two decades; and the South-South 
has equally produced the president 
for six years and a vice president for 
two years, within the same period. 
The Southeast is the only zone in the 
south yet to produce the president for 
the country. The Southeast is the only 
geopolitical zone in southern Nigeria 
that has not produced a president for 
the country in the present democratic 
dispensation, albeit, since the end of  
the civil war in 1970.

Southeast will continue to preach 
unity, equity, and fairness in the rela-
tionships among ethnic nationalities 
in Nigeria, including the fundamental 
need for rotation of  presidential pow-
er in Nigeria’s polity. Structural imbal-
ances in Nigeria have made federal 
character and rotation of  presidential 
power inevitable. Section 14(3) of  
the 1999 Constitution (as amended) 
states: “The composition of  the gov-
ernment of  the federation or any of  its 
agencies and the conduct of  its affairs 
shall be carried out in such a man-
ner as to reflect the federal character 
of  Nigeria and the need to promote 
national unity, and also to command 
national loyalty, thereby, ensuring 
that there shall be no predominance 
of  persons from a few states or from 
a few ethnic or other sectional groups 
in that government or in any of  its 
agencies.”

Zoning power to the southeast is a 
matter of  justice and equity, and not 
a matter of  mere political gamesman-
ship. There will be consequences if  
efforts at promoting peace and unity 
in Nigeria through dialogue are sabo-
taged. This is not a threat but a natu-
ral response from an injured zone that 
has shown the greatest commitment 
and fidelity to the Nigerian nation.

What are the specific needs of the 
Nigerian nation that you would ad-
vise President Buhari’s successor to 
focus on?

The most important need of  the 
Nigerian nation that Buhari’s succes-
sor must focus on includes security. 
There will be no meaningful life and 
business without security. There will 
be no prosperous country without 
security. Another is human capital de-
velopment and job creation. One ma-
jor problem of  the Nigerian nation is 
the fact that the majority of  the people 
are not gainfully employed. Another 
is wealth creation. Buhari’s successor 
must be a wealth creator. The success 
of  any country is dependent on the 
size of  its economy. Another one is 
good and quality education. Buhari’s 
successor must pursue quality and 
universal education that will bring out 
good potentials hidden in the Nigeri-
an citizens.

Rev Fr. Obimma Emmanuel (Ebube Muonso) is the Spiritual Director of  the Holy Ghost Adoration 
Ministry, Uke, and the Rector, Blessed Iwene Tansi Pilgrimage Center, Umudioika, both in Anambra 
State. In this interview, he speaks about the 2023 presidential election, and the need to pacify the South-
east region. Excerpts.

Fr. Obimma
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2023: Ex-Senate President, Ken Nnamani’s 
presidential group inaugurated in Enugu 

News

IIRS set to embark on market 
enumeration
By Grace Ofurum

I
mo State Internal Rev-
enue Service (IIRS) is 
set to embark on mar-

ket enumeration exercises 
across the State.

Markets are known to 
be one section of  the infor-
mal sectors of  the nation’s 
economy that encompasses 
a huge diversity of  employ-
ment and self-employed en-
trepreneurial mindsets and is 
bigger than the formal sector 
in terms of  employment and 
output.

There is no doubt that the 
majority of  enterprises and 
entrepreneurs around are 
in this sector considering its 
labor intensity. This part of  
the economy is particularly 
large in Nigeria, with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) estimating it to consti-
tute about 60% of  the entire 
Nigerian economy and they 
are the major drivers of  the 
economy, yet there has been 
a marked disregard for this 
sector which has led to the 
loss of  revenue.

IIRS is set to train her staff  

to embark on this enumera-
tion and the training is aimed 
at equipping the staff  of  the 
Service with the use of  sur-
vey map technologies in the 
market field enumeration. 
This is crucial to obtaining 
a reliable database for fiscal 
planning, revenue genera-
tion and infrastructural de-
velopment for the state thus 
improving the livelihood of  
the citizens.

Meanwhile, the Inter-
im Executive Chairman 
of  IIRS, Dr Ifeanyi Chuk-
wunonso Okeke, who previ-

ously spoke on blocking tax 
leakages, stated that his vi-
sion in his short term as the 
Interim Chairman is to build 
a system and a reliable da-
tabase that will ensure that 
all tax and non-tax revenues 
are collected and leakages 
blocked.

Furthermore, in an inter-
view session conducted by 
the Corporate Communica-
tion team of  IIRS, the Group 
Head of  Business Services, 
Dr Tony Nkemakolam, dis-
closed that the enumeration 
exercise will be carried out 
by IIRS in synergy with Imo 
State Amalgamated Market 
and Allied Traders Associ-
ation (ISAMATA) who will 
be of  assistance in identify-
ing various markets in the 

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

A
head of  the 2023 gen-
eral election, a former 
president of  the Sen-

ate, and Presidential Aspirant 
under the platform of  the rul-

ing All progressive Congress 
(APC) Senator Ken Nnama-
ni has put in place a support 
group known as Senator Ken 
Nnamani (SKN), Grassroots 
presidential Campaign Move-
ment.

In his remark at the inaugu-

Some of the mini buses distributed to the bene�ciaries.

state.
Dr Nkemakolam further 

revealed that the enumera-
tion exercise will enable the 
state to have an accessible 
database of  markets, occu-
pants, market structures, 
wholesalers and retailers 
that sell within the State and 
thus help in carrying out the 
automation of  revenue pro-
cesses at the microeconomic 
level.

Continuing, he said, “the 
enumeration will also be of  
help in the State’s Internally 
Generated Revenue (IGR) 
collection and remittance for 
policy implementation at the 
three zonal levels.”

He further stated that the 
traders will also benefit from 
the enumeration during any 

allocation and reallocation 
of  market structures in the 
state and also in the course 
of  obtaining their Tax

Clearance Certificate 
(TCC) while emphasizing 
the need for reliable data 
for fiscal planning and in-
frastructure development. 
He also stressed the need for 
teamwork which would ig-
nite results and that the syn-
ergy between ISAMATA, 
Imo State Internal Revenue 
Service and major stake-
holders will make the work 
easier.

In a recent development, 
the World Bank has been 
working with the state gov-
ernment on fiscal perfor-
mance in governance and 
has attested to the level of  
transparency, integrity and 
prudence at which the pres-
ent government is managing 
the resources of  the state 
thus growing her internal 
revenue base. Little wonder 
75% of  the 2022 budget of  
Imo State is projected to be 
funded with IGR.

ration ceremony, held at Don 
legal Hotels Emene Enugu, 
the State Coordinator of  the 
political group, Hon. Joseph 
Ugwuoke, said the aim of  
setting up the body is to help 
sensitize the electorate, espe-
cially at the grass root level 
on the need to support the 
Ex- Senate boss, whom he 
described as a ‘true democrat 
and Statesman’.

Hon. Ugwuoke noted,” the 
nation needs a core progres-
sive and detribalized Nigerian 
to succeed President Muham-
madu Buhari, adding that 
Senator Nnamani possesses 
all the qualities of  a true lead-
er as demonstrated when he 
piloted the Affairs of  the up-
per Chamber of  the Nigeria’s 
National Assembly NASS.

The Coordinator hinted 
that some members of  the 
group are delegates in the 
forthcoming primary election 
of  the APC.

He said “the inauguration 
of  SKN grassroots presiden-

tial campaign movement was 
held today at the Don legal 
hotels Emene, with Hon Jo-
seph Ugwuoke as the state 
Co ordinator while Hon. 
Henry Ikenna emerged the 
state secretary.

Ugwuoke, gave names 
of  other officials to include, 
Hon. Smart onwe, State 
Treasurer, Ofondu Uchen-
na, State youth Coordinator, 
Hon. Ezenwa Okechukwu, 
Paul Aniagboso, and Hon. 
Ngene F.C Obama are to 
serve as media Coordinators,

The post of  State Woman 
Coordinator went to Hon. 
Angela Nwamma.

Ugwuoke however, ap-
pealed to the electorate in the 
State, South East, and coun-
try at large to throw their full 
weights behind Nnamani’s 
presidential ambition, pos-
iting that the group has no 
doubt in its mind that the for-
mer Senate president has the 
capacity to take Nigeria to her 
expected destination.

Soludo condemns abduction of Anambra 
lawmaker 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo of  
Anambra State, has 

condemned in strong terms, 
the abduction of  the mem-
ber representing Aguata 
Constituency II at the State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Okechukwu Okoye.

The Governor also con-
demned the abduction of  
Hon. Okoye’s Campaign Di-
rector, Mr. Cyril Chiegboka. 
They were both abducted on 
May 15, 2022. The Gover-
nor therefore asks for their 
immediate release.

Governor Soludo also 
condemned the spate of  in-
security across the State in 
recent times where innocent 
citizens have been attacked 
or killed, happening at a pe-
riod when his government is 
already reaching out to criti-

cal stakeholders for the resto-
ration of  peace and security 
to the State.

The Governor restated that 
the current spike in cases of  
kidnapping and killing of  in-
nocent citizens undermines 
the sanctity of  human lives 
and no one or group has the 
right to take human life with 
such gross impunity.

Governor Soludo there-
fore sympathised with fam-
ilies of  those who have di-
rectly or indirectly lost their 
loved ones and re-assures 
that the government is doing 
everything possible with the 
security agencies to restore 
peace and security to the 
State in accordance with the 
law.  

The message was con-
tained in a statement signed 
and made available to News 
Echo in Onitsha, on Mon-
day, by his Chief  Press Secre-
tary, Mr. Christian Aburime.

...Expresses worries over wave of  insecurity across state

Police kill 6 IPOB members 
attempting to attack Imo monarch

I
mo State Police Com-
mand said that it killed 
six members of  the In-

digenous Peoples of  Biafra 
(IPOB) who were on their 
way to attack the palace of  
the Imo State Chairman, 
Council of  Traditional Rul-
ers, His Royal Highness Eze 
Dr E. C Okeke.

The police, in a statement 
signed by the spokesman 
in the state, CSP Michael 
Abatham, said that the hood-
lums were sighted at about 
8am on Monday at Orlu in 
three Hilux vehicles shooting 
sporadically, and fiercely ad-
vancing to unleash terror on 
their target.

Abattam said that on re-
ceipt of  the information, the 
command’s tactical team 
joined by the military imme-
diately mobilised and rushed 
to the palace.

The statement said, “On 

their way, the hoodlums on 
sighting the combined team 
engaged them in a gun duel, 
throwing petrol bombs. The 
gallant team responded, po-
sitioning themselves profes-
sionally. “In the exchange of  
gunfire that ensued, the hood-
lums were overwhelmed due 
to the superior fire-power of  
the combined team and in the 
process six of  the hoodlums 
were neutralized while others 
escaped with various degrees 
of  gunshot injuries.

“The combined team did 
not relent in their effort, they 
chased the hoodlums recov-
ering one pump action gun, 
three blood stained cutlasses 
and three Hilux vehicles sus-
pected to have been snatched 
from innocent citizens.

However, calm has been 
restored in the area and the 
corpses of  the neutralized 
bandits removed and deposit-
ed in the mortuary. 
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News

 By Grace Ofurum

I
n a bid to extend and 
promote Maternal and 
Child Health, the Rotary 

Club of  Owerri Metropoli-
tan embarked on Maternal 
and Child Health project at 
Nwaorubi Primary Health 
care Centre in Mbaitoli 
LGA of  Imo State.

According to the Human-
itarian organization,  “Ma-
ternal Health refers to the 
health of  women during 
pregnancy, childbirth and 
the postnatal period”.

“Each stage should be a 
positive experience, ensur-
ing women and their babies 
reach their full potential for 
health and well-being”. 

The group speaking 
through her President, Rtrn 
George Clifford stated that 
“though important progress 
has been made in the last 
two decades, about 295,000 
women died during and 
following pregnancy and 
childbirth in 2017. This 
number is unacceptably 
high”.

According to him, “The 
most common direct caus-
es of  maternal injury and 
death are excessive blood 
loss, infection, high blood 
pressure, unsafe abortion, 
and obstructed labour, as 
well as indirect causes such 
as anemia, malaria, and 
heart disease. 

Most maternal deaths 
are preventable with timely 
management by a skilled 
health professional work-
ing in a supportive environ-
ment”. 

Ending preventable ma-
ternal death must remain at 
the top of  the global agenda, 
and Rotary International 
has taken up the challenge 
by capturing Maternal and 
Child Health as one of  its 
areas of  Focus. 

Rotary Club of Owerri metropolitan enlightens
mothers on maternal, child health

 He disclosed that, “sim-
ply surviving pregnancy 
and childbirth can never 
be the marker of  successful 
maternal health care there-
fore, It is critical to expand 
efforts in reducing maternal 
injury and disability to pro-
mote health and well-being.

He maintained that 
every pregnancy and birth 
is unique. Addressing ine-
qualities that affect health 
outcomes, especially sexual 
and reproductive health and 
rights and gender, is funda-
mental to ensuring all wom-
en have access to respectful 
and high-quality maternity 
care.

The project had the theme 
“Optimizing Maternal and 
Child Health”, with a pub-
lic lecture and Orientation 
on “Neonatal Jaundice” 
delivered by Rtn Lilian Chi-
nasa Ezeuko, a Pediatrician 
and a member of  Rotary 
Club of  Owerri Metropoli-
tan.

Earlier on, the Club 
President Rtn George Clif-
ford further encouraged 
the women to always seek 
medical advice rather than 
self  medication. He assured 
them that the Club will 
from time to time, will be 
providing them with basic 
routine drugs and Medical 
Orientation since there is no 
permanent resident Doctor 
attached to the Healthcare 
Centre.

Other highlights of  the 
Project include Free Medi-
cal screening, de-worming 
of  children, personal hy-
giene orientation, distribu-
tion of  insecticide treated 
nets and administration of  
routine drugs and other es-
sential drugs. The women 
were full of  praises to the 
Club and her Leadership for 
their kind gesture.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Geoffrey Onyeama, Minister of Aviation, Sen Hadi Sirika, Chief of Staff, Prof Ibrahim Gambari, President 
Muhammadu Buhari, Secretary General of International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), Mr Juan Carlos Salaazar, Director, Air 
Transport Bureau, Mr. Mohammed Khalifa Rahma, Representatives of Nigeria on ICAO Council, Mahmoud Ben-Tukur,Director, Technical 
Cooperation Bureau, Mr. Jorge Vargas, Regional Director ICAO WACAF and Regional Director, ICAO EASF, Mr Barry Kashambo.

Deborah Samuel: NBA calls for swift prosecution 
of suspects, postpones conference in Sokoto

T
he Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation has condemned 
extra-judicial killings in 

any part of  the country, de-
scribing them as reprehensible, 
barbaric and unacceptable.

A statement signed by the 
President of  the bar, Olumide 
Akpata also called on security 
agencies to do more to stem 
these ugly developments, and 
to ensure that the perpetrators 
of  these heinous acts are made 
to face the full wrath of  the 
law.

Citing the specific cases of  a 
young man (simply identified 
as David) in Lagos who was 
reportedly lynched by com-
mercial motorcyclists around 
Lekki; and the incident in 
Sokoto involving the murder 
of  Miss Deborah Yakubu, a 

200-level student of  Shehu 
Shagari College of  Education, 
Sokoto by some of  her school 
mates for alleged blasphemy, 
the NBA asked government 
to immediately commence 
the prosecution of  all suspects 
involved in these brutal and ar-
bitrary killings in order to send 
a strong signal that such acts 
will no longer be tolerated in 
Nigeria.

The NBA said it believes 
that the prompt and effective 
prosecution of  the alleged 
killers will instill confidence in 
the citizens, promote account-
ability, and signpost the gov-
ernment’s commitment to the 
rule of  law.

With particular reference 
to the murder of  Deborah 
Yakubu and related develop-

Gunmen set ablaze Idemili 
North Secretariat, Magistrate 
Court in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

S
uspected gunmen 
have set ablaze Idemili 
North Local Govern-

ment secretariat in Ogidi 
and a Magistrate Court in 
the area too. Sources said 
the arsonists entered the 
premises on Sunday night 
to perpetuate the act, burn-
ing down all files, properties 
in the secretariat, including 
the secretariat building.

Videos and pictures cir-
culating online also showed 
that the entire buildings 

were reduced to rubbles, 
while vehicles parked inside 
the local government sec-
retariat were also burnt to 
ashes. The state police com-
mand has also confirmed 
the development, attribut-
ing it to unidentified arson-
ists. DSP Tochukwu Iken-
ga, the spokesperson of  the 
state police command said: 
“Yes, the incident was con-
firmed, and our men were 
there to restore normalcy. 
“Right now, the fire has 
been put off, and calm has 
been restored to the area,” 
Ikenga told our reporter.

ments in Sokoto, the NBA 
said it is worried by uncon-
firmed reports that the sus-
pects have been charged with 
mere breach of  public peace 
and called on the Sokoto State 
Government to immediately 
rethink its prosecution strate-
gy and file charges that truly 
reflect the gravity of  the situ-
ation.

On the demand for the re-
lease of  the suspects by some 
protesting youths coupled 
with assault on innocent cit-
izens, burning of  worship 
centres and destruction of  
property, the NBA said this is 
worrisome and clearly a test 
of  the will of  the State to fully 
enforce its laws and foster rule 
of  law.

On its annual conference 

of  the Section on Public In-
terest and Development Law, 
SPIDEL scheduled to hold 
next week in Sokoto, the NBA 
said, having critically reviewed 
the current security condition 
in the state, it has become ap-
parent that it cannot guarantee 
the safety of  participants and 
accordingly, the Conference 
has been postponed also as a 
mark of  respect for the memo-
ry of  the slain Deborah Yaku-
bu.

The NBA urged the State 
Government to fully collabo-
rate with the Federal Govern-
ment to initiate measures and 
where necessary deploy its co-
ercive instruments, to restore 
peace and order to the State, 
safeguard lives and property 
and dissuade vandalism and 
impunity.

2023 Imo State Assembly: Obowo APC stakeholders
settle for Ineh over Hon Ibe's 3rd term bid

nvestigations reveal that It h e  I m o  S t a t e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 

H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n 
Development, Lady Dr. Love 
I n e h ,  r e c e i v e d  a n 
overwhelming acceptance 
and endorsement by all 
categories of  Obowo APC 
stakeholders for the seat of  
the State Assembly member 
in the forthcoming party 
primaries, in order to abort 
the 3rd term bid of  the 
serving Hon Kennedy Ibeh, 
and to preserve the integrity 
of  rotation policy in the 
Constituency, which has held 
swear over the years.

Dr. Love Ineh, who is 
desc r ibed  as  an  as tu te 
daughter of  the 3rd Republic 
politician and a two-time 
member of  the then Federal 

House of  Representative 
under the watch of  President 
Shehu Shagari between 1971 
to 1983 when the military 
incursion disrupted the 
smooth flow of  democracy

In one her interviews 
with the pressmen, shortly 
after her appointment as Imo 
State Commissioner for 
H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n 
Development by the Imo 
State gove Hope Uzodinma, 
She said “My father, late Rt. 
Hon. Paul Eleke, represented 
our Constituency at the 
Federal House of  Assembly 
and served four terms. The 
present Eleke Crescent in 
Victoria Island, Lagos, is 
named after him. I gathered a 
lot of  experience from him 
when he lived, and that 
became the backdrop of  my 

p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h  a n d 
resilience that brought me 
this far.

From where I  come 
from, women are known to 
be seen but not to be heard, 
being one of  the challenges I 
had to deal with to succeed 
po l i t i ca l ly.  But  on  the 
contrary, what I learnt from 
my late father is, what a man 
can do, a woman can equally 
do i f  not  bet ter.  Tr uth 
however, is that I do not 
compete with the men but 
diplomatically complement 
them. No matter who you are 
or what your background 
may be, the average Nigerian 
man would always expect a 
woman to be and act as the 
woman of  his psyche. They 
will always want you behind 
them and not ahead of  them. 

Fortunately for women like 
me, politically, loyalty can 
take you anywhere and I am 
a beneficiary of  that. Your 
intelligence, contributions to 
issues and your straight 
forwardness combine with 
your loyalty and confidence 
t o  c a t a p u l t  yo u  t o  a n 
awesome height. I will say, I 
have towed the path of  my 
father, following his political 
philosophies and it is paying 
off.”

According to the party 
faithful who endorsed her, 
“She has done marvelously 
as the State Commissioner 
for Housing and Urban 
Development, and therefore 
believed, she would as well, 
do well as a State House 
m e m b e r,  h e n c e,  t h e i r 
endorsement of  her. 
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EU’s Russia sanctions effort slows
over oil dependency

T
he European Union’s 
efforts to impose a 
new round of sanc-
tions against Russia 

over the war in Ukraine ap-
peared to be bogged down on 
Monday, as a small group of 
countries opposed a ban on im-
ports of Russian oil.

European Union foreign min-
isters on Monday will discuss 
current affairs and have an ex-
change of views on the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine and 
the Global Gateway. 

Since Russia invaded on Feb. 
24, the bloc has implement-
ed five rounds of sanctions on 
Moscow. President Vladimir 
Putin, senior officials, more 
than 350 lawmakers and 
pro-Kremlin oligarchs were 
hit with asset freezes and trav-
el bans. Banks, the transport 
sector and alleged propaganda 
outlets were targeted.

What could have taken years 
in the past has been achieved 
in less than three months - rel-
ative light speed for the 27-na-

tion bloc. But limiting Russia’s 
energy income by weaning their 
dependency off  its oil — not to 
mention gas supplies — is prov-
ing a tougher nut to crack.

European Union foreign min-
isters on Monday will discuss 
current affairs and have an ex-
change of  views on the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine and 
the Global Gateway. 

The EU’s executive branch, 
the European Commission, pro-
posed on May 4 a sixth package 
of  war sanctions that included a 
ban on oil imports from Russia. 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen con-
ceded at the time that securing 
the agreement of  all “will not be 
easy.”

Hungary is one of  a number 
of  landlocked countries that are 
highly dependent on Russian oil, 
along with the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. Bulgaria also has 
reservations. Hungary gets more 
than 60% of  its oil from Russia, 
and 85% of  its natural gas. Canadian minister of foreign affairs Mélanie Joly and European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 

arrive for a meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council building in Brussels

UK judges refuse to ban death penalty in Trinidad

N
ine of the UK’s most 
senior judges have 
refused to ban the 
mandatory death 

penalty in Trinidad and Toba-
go.

The law dates back to when 
the country was a British colo-
ny.

The judges expressed con-
cerns but said the nation’s con-
stitution meant they could not 
intervene.

A death sentence is a man-
datory punishment for every 
person convicted of murder un-
der Trinidad and Tobago’s Of-
fences Against The Person Act 
1925.

The new ruling comes from 
the Judicial Committee of the 
Privacy Council - UK Supreme 
Court justices who also rule 
on complicated legal questions 
from some former British colo-
nies.

The JCPC is the final court of  
appeal for a number of  Com-
monwealth nations and British 
overseas territories.

After Trinidad and Tobago be-
came an independent country in 
1962, its constitution stated that 
any existing law from the days 
of  empire would remain in force 
unless its parliament decided to 
remove or reform it.

In practice, this means that 
many of  the country’s laws, 
as with some other Common-
wealth nations, are closely root-
ed in rules that were in place in 
the UK and across the British 

Empire in the early 20th century.
In a highly unusual case heard 

in London last November, law-
yers for convicted murderer Jay 
Chandler argued that the man-
datory death penalty he received 
under a 1925 law - passed during 
the British Empire - was uncon-
stitutional.

They told the hearing in Lon-
don that the wording of  Trinidad 
and Tobago’s constitution meant 
that a mandatory death penalty 
should be ruled to be a cruel and 
unusual punishment - and there-
fore banned.

In 2018, judges at the Carib-
bean Court of  Justice, the sen-
ior court for many countries in 
the region, outlawed automatic 
death sentences in Barbados - 
adding pressure on Trinidad and 
Tobago to abandon the 1925 law.

But ruling today, Lord Hodge, 
one of  the most senior judges on 
the UKPC and Supreme Court, 
said that it was not a question for 
judges in London - but for Trini-
dad and Tobago’s parliament.

“The 1976 Constitution saves 
existing laws, including the man-
datory death penalty, from con-
stitutional challenge,” said Lord 
Hodge.

“The consequence of  that is 
that the state of  Trinidad and To-
bago has a statutory rule which 
mandates the position of  a sen-
tence, which will often be dispro-
portionate and unjust.

“The sentence is recognised 
internationally as cruel and unu-
sual punishment. The state does A  group of UK Supreme Court justices rule on complicated legal questions from some former British colonies.

not dispute that characterisa-
tion.”

He said that despite those 
concerns, the judges in London 
could not legitimately interfere 
as there was no constitutional 
law question for them to settle.

“It is striking that there re-
mains on the statute book a pro-
vision which, as the government 
accepts, is a cruel and unusual 
punishment because it mandates 
the death penalty without regard 
to the degree of  culpability,” he 
said.

“Nonetheless, such a provi-

sion is not unconstitutional. The 
1976 Constitution has allocated 
to Parliament, as the democratic 
organ of  government, the task of  
reforming and updating the law, 
including such laws.”

The Death Penalty Project, a 
legal campaign group that rep-
resents Jay Chandler, said there 
were 45 people on death row in 
Trinidad and Tobago. It is not 
clear what their fate will now 
be. No one has been sent to the 
gallows since 1999 amid huge 
delays to appeals.

Parvais Jabbar, the group’s 

co-executive director, urged the 
country’s parliament to re-ex-
amine the continued existence 
of  historical laws that are out of  
step with the modern world.

He said: “Trinidad and Toba-
go remain the only country in 
the Commonwealth Caribbean 
to continue using a mandatory 
death penalty and it is impera-
tive that the government now 
take the necessary measures to 
ensure that a punishment, that 
they themselves accept to be cru-
el and inhuman, is removed.”



 Federal High Court 

Ai n  L a g o s ,  o n 
Tuesday, fur ther 

adjourned until July 4, 
continuation of  trial of  a 
former Governor of  Ekiti, 
Ayodele Fayose, charged 
with money laundering and 
fraud.

The trial, which was 
e a r l i e r  s c h e d u l e d  f o r 
continuation, was further 
a d j o u r n e d  d u e  t o 
unavailability of  prosecution 
witnesses.

F a y o s e  i s  b e i n g 
prosecuted by Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission (EFCC) for 
N6.9 bi l l ion fraud and 
money laundering.

When the case was 
cal led on Tuesday,  Mr 
Rot imi  Jacobs  (SAN) , 
announced appearance for 
prosecution.

Messrs U.U. Njoku and 
O l a l e k a n  O j o  ( S A N ) 
respectively announced 
appearance for Fayose (first 
defendant) and his company, 
Spotlight Investment Ltd. 
which is second defendant.

Jacobs informed the 
court that two prosecution 
witnesses, billed to testify on 
Tuesday, were unavailable.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
prosecution's 12th witness 
was unavailable due to 
polit ical  par ty primary 
election while the other 
witness was occupied with 
another matter.

He prayed the court to 
g rant  an adjour nment, 
saying that he had already 

the case was withdrawn from 
J u s t i c e  O l a t o r e g u n , 
following EFCC's petition.

He also pleaded not 
guilty before Aneke, and was 
allowed to continue on the 
earlier bail.

At the last adjourned 
date in December 2021, 
E F C C  c a l l e d  i t s  1 1 t h 
w i t n e s s ,  M r s  J o a n n e 
Tolulope, who narrated how 
A b i o d u n  A g b e l e ,  a n 

informed the defence team 
of  the development.

Both defence counsel 
did not object to the request 
for adjournment.

Justice Chukwujekwu 
Aneke consequently further 
adjourned the case for 
continuation of  trial.

F a y o s w  w a s  f i r s t 
arraigned on Oct. 22. 2018, 
before Justice Mojisola 
Olatotegun, alongside his 

he Nigeria Police TForce, Sokoto State 
Command, have 

declared fleeing suspects 
captured in viral video of  
the killing and subsequent 
setting on fire of  Deborah 
S a m u e l  w a n t e d  f o r 

he Economic and TFinancial  Crimes 
C o m m i s s i o n 

(EFCC) has insisted that a 
Lagos businessman, Fidelis 
Umukoro, diverted funds 
from A&P Foods Limited.

Umukoro is facing trial 
for alleged N164million 
fraud before Justice Mojisola 
Dada of  the Special Offences 
Court in Ikeja, Lagos.

The defendant faces a 
six-count charge bordering 
on conspiracy and stealing 

and pleaded “not guilty”.
EFCC counsel, T. J. 

Banjo told the court that he 
committed the crime when 
he  was  the  author i sed 
signatory to the company 
account.

D u r i n g  c r o s s -
examination, Banjo said the 
funds were diver ted to 
R a r e m a x  G l o b a l 
Investments Limited and 
others.

The defendant was a 
former Managing Director 
at Raremax, a firm he had an 
interest.

A f t e r  t h e  c r o s s -
e x a m i n a t i o n ,  d e f e n c e 
counsel, P. O. Ogunnubi, 
announced he was closing 
his case.

Umukoro was arraigned 
on Febr uar y 11,  2020, 
alongside Raremax Global 
Investments Limited.

Justice Dada earlier 
d i sm i s sed  the  no - c a se 
submission as lacking in 
merit.

The judge adjourned the 
matter to July 13, 2022, for 
the  “adopt ion of  f inal 
written addresses”.

ol lywood actor, 

NUche Odoputa has 
raised alarm over 

the abduction of  his father 
K e n n e t h  O d o p u t a  b y 
kidnappers.

T h e  a c t o r  t o o k  t o 
Instagram seeking support 
and prayers for the safe 
return of  his dad who was 
abducted two weeks ago.

Alongside a photo of  his 
father, he wrote: “Friends 
please join me in praying for 
my father's safe return from 
the hands of  kidnappers that 
took him for over two weeks 

 teacher, Mrs Uju 

AO n y e k a c h i ,  o n 
Tuesday begged an 

Igando Customary Court in 
L a g o s  t o  d i s s o l ve  h e r 
marriage to her husband, 
Jude for fear of  being beaten 
to death.

Onyenachi also told the 
cour t  that  her  husband 
constantly beats her.

I am scared of  domestic 
violence. The case of  men 
beating their wives to death is 
getting rampant, I don't want 
to end up a victim,” she said.

Onyekachi, who lives in 
Ijegun, Lagos also alleged 
that Jude uses abusive words 
on her and calls her good for 
nothing.

“I am the only one 
working, he stays at home 
doing nothing, He never 
helps me do anything.

“He calls me names and 
threatens me. My family have 
t r i e d  s e ve r a l  t i m e s  t o 
intervene but he has refused 
to stop, he disrespects my 
family, locks me.

“Sue to his attitude, my 
family members have stopped 
visiting me,” she said.

She further told the court 
that her husband said that his 
love for her has reduced.

“He said he loves me 
only 20 per cent. I want to 
move on with my life.,” she 
said.

She also prayed the court 
to order her husband to take 
the dowry he paid before 
marraige.

The President of  the 
Court, Mr Adeniyi Koledoye, 
dissolved the union as the 
respondent, Jude, refused to 
show up in court to give 
evidence.

“Using abusive words on 
one's wife is disrespectful. If  a 
woman  submi t s  to  he r 
husband the husband ought 
to honour and respect her in 
return but in this case the 
r e s p o n d e n t  d i d  n o t 
demonstrate any act  of  
affection to his wife.

“He didn't make any 
attempt to stop the petitioner 
from going on with the 
divorce or defend the suit, this 
is an indication of  no more 
love and the marriage has 
b r o k e n  d o w n  b e y o n d 
retrievable and as such the 
dissolution of  their marriage 
succeed,” he held. 

now Mr Kenneth Odoputa.”
Celebrities sympathised 

w i t h  t h e  a c t o r  i n  t h e 
comment section as they 
prayed for his father's safe 
return.

“The Lord will bring 
him back safe and grant you 
and your family strength in 
these trying times,” Chidi 
Mokeme wrote.

F i l m m a k e r  A f a m 
Okereke wrote: “God this is 
an experience I can't wish 
even my enemy. May the 
good Lord take control, keep 
him safe and return him to 
us.”

culpable homicide. 
According to reports, 

the deceased who was, 
until her death, a 200-level 
student of  Shehu Shagari 
College of  Education, 
Sokoto, was accused of  
blasphemy after which 

some of  her classmates 
among others stoned her 
to death before setting her 
body on fire within the 
school premises. 

This was contained in 
a press release signed by 
the command's public 
relations officer, ASP 

Sanusi Abubakar, and 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 
newsmen in the state on 
Tuesday. 

He further explained 
that those arrested at the 
scene of  the incident while 
dispersing the mob had 
been charged to court and 
the court remanded them 
in prison.

“The Sokoto State 
Command  under  the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
CP Kamaldeen Okunlola, 
has declared the suspects 
spotted in the viral video 
wanted. 

“The Command is 
using these medium to 
reiterate its commitment 
towards apprehending the 
suspects. The command 
has already deployed all its 
intelligence and on the 
lookout for the suspects.

“ M e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
public are enjoined to 
cooperate with the police 
and repor t  any mere 
iden t i f i ca t ion  to  the 
command or any security 
outfit in their domain.” 

a s s o c i a t e  o f  F a y o s e , 
allegedly illegally bought 
proper ty wor th several 
millions of  Naira.

During  t r ia l  be fore 
Olatoregun, EFCC called 
witnesses  f rom several 
commercial banks, as well as 
a former Minister of  State for 
Defence,  Sen.  Musi l iu 
Obanikoro.

According to the charge, 
on June 17, 2014, Fayose and 
A g b e l e  i l l e g a l l y  t o o k 
possession of  N1.2 billion 
for purposes of  funding his 
guber na tor ia l  e l ec t ion 
campaign in Ekiti.

F a y o s e  a l l e g e d l y 
received cash payment of  
five million dollars (about 
N 1 . 8  b i l l i o n )  f r o m 
Obanikoro without going 
t h r o u g h  a n y  f i n a n c i a l 
institution.

c o m p a n y ,  S p o t l e s s 
Investment Ltd. on an 11-
count charge.

He had pleaded not 
guilty to the charge, and was 
granted bail on Oct. 24, 
2018, in the sum of  N50 
million with sureties in like 
sum.

The former governor 
was, however, re-arraigned 
before Justice Chukwujekwu 
Aneke on July 2, 2019, after 

He was also alleged to 
have retained the sum of  
N300 million in his account 
and illegally took control of  
the aggregate sum of  about 
N622 million.

Fayose was also alleged 
t o  h av e  p r o c u r e d  D e 
Privateer Ltd. and Still Earth 
Ltd. to unlawfully retain the 
aggregate sum of  N851 
million

Besides, the defendant 
was alleged to have illegally 
used about N1.6 billion to 
acquire property in Lagos 
and Abuja.

He was also alleged to 
have used the sum of  N200 
million to acquire a property 
in Abuja in the name of  his 
elder sister, Moji Oladeji, 
which sum he ought to know 
also formed crime proceeds.
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Absence of witnesses stall Fayose's trial

Deborah: Police declare fleeing suspect
in viral video wanted

Nollywood actor raises
alarm as gunmen kidnap
father

EFCC insists Lagos businessman
diverted N164m to his company,
others

Teacher seeks divorce
over fear of being beaten
to death
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he National Union Tof  Air Transport 
Employees and the 

Air Transport Services 
Senior Staff  Association of  
Nigeria have raised the 
alarm over an alleged plot 
by some groups to take over 
Aero Contractors and Arik. 

T h e  A s s e t  
Management Corporation 
of  Nigeria, the nation's bad 
debt manager created by the 
Federal Government, owns 
majority shares in both Arik 
Air and Aero Contractors. 

T h e  G e n e r a l  
S e c r e t a r y,  N UAT E ,  
Ocheme Aba; and Deputy 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y,  
AT S S S A N ,  F r a n c i s  
Akinjole, said the unions 
h a d  a c c u s e d  t h e  
management of  Aero 
Contractors of  planning to 
reduce 40 per cent of  its 
workforce. 

The union leaders also 
a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  
management of  Aero had 
refused to address the 
company ' s  fa i lure  to  
complete the redundancy 
payment for those it asked 
to stay at home since 2016.

As a result, the unions 
in  a  jo in t  s ta tement  
appealed to the National 
Assembly, ministers of  
Aviation, and Labour & 
Employment, to initiate an 
intervention that could save 
both Aero and Arik. 

In a joint statement, 

NUATE and ATSSSAN, 
said, “We would have been 
silent on Arik Air for now, 
but for the fact that the 
House of  5A's  lease  
arrangement that was 
chased out of  Aero has 
found its way into Arik Air. 
Disturbingly, there is 
evidence of  a case of  
collusion between the 
management of  Aero and 
A r i k  A i r .  A s  w e  
understand, the new lease 
arrangement was to come 
into operation last Friday 
but got shelved. 

“Though we are yet to 
be furnished with Arik's 
share of  the spoils under 
this arranged contraption 
called a lease, we can say 
authoritatively that, like in 
Aero, the House of  5A's 
aircraft have been gifted 
Arik's juicy routes of  
L a g o s / A b u j a / L a g o s,  
A b u j a / P o r t  
Harcour t/Abuja ,  and 
Abuja/Kano/Abuja based 
on the released schedule.” 

I t  a d d e d ,  “ W e  
consider this to be mischief  
beyond bounds, and a joke 
taken too far. Surely, we will 
not co-habit with this toxic 
agenda. Therefore, we shall 
immediately direct all Arik 
workers to withdraw all 
services from this aircraft if, 
and when, it comes to our 
knowledge that indeed the 
same level of  toxicity as in 
the case of  Aero also 

applies in this case in Arik.” 
The aviation union, 

t h e r e f o r e,  a s k e d  t h e  
Minister of  Aviation, Hadi 
S i r i ka ;  the  Na t iona l  
A s s e m b ly  a n d  o t h e r  
relevant stakeholders to 

 tech firm, Luno, 

Ah a s  e x p r e s s e d 
r e a d i n e s s  t o 

c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e 
Securities and Exchange 
Commis s ion  (SEC)  to 
regulate crypto currency 
trading.

The firm has more than 
three million customers in 
the country and secures an 
average of  more than 4,000 
installs of  its app daily in the 
country alone.

SEC had released a new 
regulatory framework for the 
crypto sector, signaling a 
major shift in attitudes from 
authorities towards the 
i n d u s t r y ' s  g r o w i n g 
popularity.

Following the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria's (CBN) 
circular in February, last 
year, crypto exchanges have 
been banned from working 
with financial institutions.

However,  the latest 
developments from SEC 
could act as the precursor for 
a surprise move from the 
CBN to reverse its approach, 
p r o v i d i n g  c r i t i c a l 

foundations for mass crypto 
adoption across the country.

Country Manager for 
Nigeria at Luno, Owen Odia, 
said the firm is leading global 
cryptocurrency exchange 
w i t h  o v e r  1 0  m i l l i o n 
customers.

He said: “At Luno, we 
strongly believe today's 
developments could mark a 
major breakthrough in not 
only delivering much-needed 
clarity and protection for 
crypto customers, but also for 
businesses.”

“Since launching in 
Nigeria in 2015, we've always 
p r i d e d  o u r s e l v e s  o n 
consistently adopting an 
open and proactive approach 
towards regulation and with 
the SEC's new framework, 
our hope is that our users will 
have greater confidence in us 
with their  funds as  we 
strengthen our push to raise 
the standards of  our industry.

“We are well aware that 
regulators such as the SEC 
share this same mission; 
h o w e v e r,  w e  a r e  a l s o 
conscious that this is by no 
means an easy task for them. 
They have to get to grips with 
a new technology that very 

few are yet to understand but 
it is for this reason they 
s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o 
collaborate with industry 
players over the coming 
months and years.

“Due to our expertise, 
we believe we can play a 
crucial role in helping the 
SEC navigate the nuances of  
this technology; so, any 
eventual regulations manage 
t h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t 
consumers without stifling 
the huge innovation we've 
seen in Nigeria over the last 
few years.”

The platform is also 
registered with the Nigerian 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
and adheres to stringent 
K n ow  Yo u r  C u s t o m e r 
(KYC) and Anti-Money 
L a u n d e r i n g  ( A M L ) 
processes in 40 countries.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  L u n o 
undergoes verification of  its 
customers' crypto currency 
by an independent audit 
firm, Mazars, quarterly and 
has achieved an ISO 27001 
cer tification, a globally 
recognised standard for an 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e c u r i t y 
Management System.

initiative probes into the 
circumstances surrounding 
the rumored selling of  one 
or both of  the airlines to 
“the promoters of  5A's for 
cheap after the airlines must 
have been forced to the 

ground by an artificially 
c r e a t e d  f i n a n c i a l  
crumbling.”

“We also call for a 
strong and deeply reflective 
i n t e r f a c e  a m o n g  t h e  
Ministry of  Aviation, 

AMCON, and the legacy 
shareholders of  Aero 
Contractors and Arik Air 
for the purpose of  knocking 
out a deal that could truly 
rejuvenate the airlines,” the 
statement added. 

The management of  
Aero Contractors has, 
however, responded to the 
claims of  the unions 
tagging them as “wild and 
unfounded.” 

In a statement released 
by the management of  Aero 
Contractors, they described 
the actions of  the unions as 
“pure mischief.” 

The statement read in 
part, “On the House of  
5A's, every partnership was 
done with the aim of  
improving the revenues of  
the airline, particularly in 
r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r  
unserviceable equipment 
and ensuring standard 
customer service. The 
question is what was our 
revenue before, during and 
after the exit of  the House 
of  5As? They should please 
respond. 

“We are conscious of  
the challenges we are facing 
and have been prudent with 
our expenses, and doing our 
best to take care of  staff  
welfare. We urge the staff  
and unions to desist from 
this attitude and support the 
company to overcome its 
challenges.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness

Unions raise alarm over plot to take over Arik, Aero

Crypto: Firm seeks collaboration
with SEC
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Among the most contentious issues in Lebanon is Hezbollah’s right to have arms.

T
he Iranian-backed Hez-
bollah movement and 
its allies have lost their 
majority in the Lebanese 

parliament. The result reflects 
growing dissatisfaction with the 
country’s ruling political class.

The Shiite movement Hezbol-
lah and its supporting factions in 
Lebanon’s parliament have lost 
their majority, according to results 
released on Tuesday.

The results, announced by the 
interior ministry, leaves the legis-
lature now split into several camps 
— none of  which have a majority 
— raising the prospect of  political 
deadlock.

Hezbollah and political allies 
that support the group’s posses-
sion of  weapons won some 62 of  
parliament’s 128 seats in the elec-
tion, which took place on Sunday.

The figure — short of  a major-
ity — contrasts with a 2018 result 
when they secured a majority of  
71.

The election is the first since the 
country experienced devastating 
economic collapse and the 2020 
Beirut port explosion.

It saw Hezbollah and its ally 
Amal retain the 27 seats reserved 
only for Shiite lawmakers. How-
ever, the movement’s non-Shiite 
allies suffered losses.

The opponents of  Hezbollah 
include the Lebanese Forces, a 
Saudi and US-aligned Christian 
faction, which appears to have 
claimed 20 seats. The party over-
took the Hezbollah-aligned Free 
Patriotic Movement, on 18 seats, 
as the biggest single Christian par-
ty in Lebanon’s legislature.

Meanwhile, reform-minded 

political newcomers calling them-
selves “Force for Change” won at 
least 12 seats — an unexpected 
breakthrough into a political sys-
tem long dominated by the same 
groups.

Many voters blame the estab-
lished parties, which have main-
tained power for decades, for the 
country’s severe economic crisis.

Many of  the opposition can-
didates emerged from mass, an-
ti-government protests in 2019 
that were directed, among other 
things, against widespread corrup-
tion in Lebanon.

Lebanon has been suffering the 
worst economic and financial 
crisis in its history for the past 
two years. The UN says about 
three-quarters of  the people in the 
country are now living below the 
poverty line.

Among the chief  issues that po-
larize the Beirut parliament is the 
right of  Hezbollah to maintain a 
weapons arsenal. The arms are 
often described as equivalent to or 
better than that of  the state itself.

Stumbling blocks are foreseen 
with the formation a govern-
ment and election of  parliament’s 
speaker and president. All three 
are expected to be very conten-
tious, and protracted political cri-
ses are likely.

According to convention, the 
president is a Maronite Christian, 
the premier a Sunni Muslim, and 
the parliamentary speaker a Shiite.

A delay in the formation of  a 
new government would also hold 
back reforms needed to address 
the economic crisis and access 
support from the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Lebanon: Hezbollah and allies 
lose majority in Parliament

William and Harry’s step-siblings: 
These are Camilla’s kids

P
rince William and Prince 
Harry have step-siblings-
Their names are Tom and 

Laura Parker Bowles. 
The son from Camilla, Duchess 

of  Cornwall’s first marriage is Tom 
Parker Bowles. He is a food blog-

ger, author, and well-known critic. 
His refined palate has also made 
him a judge in various cooking 
shows. In 2005 Tom married Sara 
Buys and the couple went on to 
have two children together. 

Like her brother, Laura now 

Ukrainian troops stand at the Ukraine-Russia border in what was said to 
be the Kharkiv region.

has a family of  her own. Her wed-
ding with Harry Lopes took place 
in 2006. Following the marriage, 
the couple had three children to-
gether. Laura and Tom have been 
the step-siblings of  Prince Wil-
liam and Prince Harry since 2005. 
That’s when their respective par-
ents Camilla and Charles got mar-
ried. Camilla’s adult children, who 
could get royal titles when their 
mother becomes Queen, still have 
a good relationship with their step-
brothers, William, and Harry. Also 
interesting: Watch the video above 
to find out more!

Prince William and Prince Harry 
have step-siblings. Their names are 
Tom and Laura.

The son from Camilla, Duchess 
of  Cornwall’s first marriage is Tom 
Parker Bowles. He is a food blog-
ger, author, and well-known critic. 
His refined palate has also made 
him a judge in various cooking 
shows. In 2005 Tom married Sara 
Buys and the couple went on to 
have two children together.

Ukraine says troops defending 
Kharkiv have reached Russian border

U
kraine said on Mon-
day troops defend-
ing the country’s 
second-largest city, 

Kharkiv, had repelled Russian 
forces and advanced as far as the 
border with Russia.
Reuters could not immediately 

verify Ukraine’s battlefield ac-
count and it was not clear how 
many troops had reached the 
Russian border and where.

If  confirmed, it would suggest 
a Ukrainian counter-offensive 
is having increasing success in 
pushing back Russian forces in 
the northeast after Western mil-
itary agencies said Moscow’s of-
fensive in the Donbas region had 
stalled.

Ukraine’s defence ministry 
said in a Facebook post that the 
227th Battalion of  the 127th Bri-
gade of  Ukraine’s armed forc-
es had reached the border with 
Russia, adding: “Together to vic-
tory!”

Kharkiv region governor Oleh 
Sinegubov wrote on the Tele-

gram messaging app that troops 
of  the 227th Battalion had re-
stored a sign on the state border.

“We thank everyone who, risk-
ing their lives, liberates Ukraine 
from Russian invaders,” Sinegu-
bov said.

Ukraine has scored a series 
of  successes since Russia invad-
ed on Feb. 24, forcing Russia’s 
commanders to abandon an 
advance on the capital Kyiv be-
fore making rapid gains around 
Kharkiv.

Moscow calls its invasion of  
Ukraine a “special military op-
eration” to rid the country of  
fascists, an assertion Kyiv and 
its Western allies say is a base-
less pretext for an unprovoked 
war. 

Laura Lopes and Tom Parker Bowls: Prince Harry and William’s step-siblings.
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n an effort to land INigeria international 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n , 

English Premier League 
giants, Manchester United, 
are ready to offer the striker 
a deal believed to be around 
N60.6m week ly  dea l , 
PUNCH Spor ts  Extra 
reports. 

Osimhen has been a 
subject of  multiple transfer 
reports having been linked 
with several top Premier 
League sides. 

Liverpool, Arsenal, 
Newcastle United, and 
Manchester United are all 
vying for his signature 
following his impressive 
season in the Italian Serie A 
with Napoli. 

The str iker joined 
Napoli in the summer of  
2020 for €80m with ads-on 

he Nigeria Football TFederation remains 
s i l e n c e  o v e r  t h e 

contract details of  the Super 
Eagles head coach Jose 
Peseiro. 

The country's football 
body announced on Sunday 
the appointment  of  the 
Portuguese as the new coach 
of  the men's national team, 
with immediate effect, subject 
to the signing of  agreed terms 
with the gaffer. 

The NFF kept mute on 
further details of  the contract 
such as the duration of  the 
contract and salary of  the new 
Eagles boss. 

However, several online 
platforms stated that the 62-
year-old had been offered a 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o n e - y e a r 
contract and is set to earn 
$70,000 (N30m) monthly.

NFF president, Amaju 
Pinnick, didn't reply to the 
q u e s t i o n s  s e n t  t o  h i s 
WhatsApp on the issue, as at 
the time of  filing this report. 

Peseiro is expected to join 
the team in the US for the 
Mexico and Ecuador friendly 
games. 

The former Spor ting 

Lisbon manager fended off  
competition from former 
Barcelona manager, Ernesto 
Valverde and ex-PSG and 
France coach, Laurent Blanc 
to take charge as the Eagles 
head coach, five months after 
he was initially approached by 
the NFF. 

Peseiro has had a very 
n o m a d i c  c a r e e r,  a n d  a 
significant antecedent of  the 
62-year-old is his short stints 
at wherever he has managed. 

His longest job was at 
Portuguese side Nacional, 
where he spent 1460 days. 
Since then, he has never spent 
up to two years on a job, and 
has coached teams in different 
parts of  Europe – from the big 
boys to the peripheral ones.

He has spent time in Asia, 

oma coach, Jose RMourinh,o is being 
l i n k e d  w i t h 

Newcastle United.
Desp i t e  the  t eam ' s 

success under Eddie Howe, 
Newcastle's owners are 

considering Mourinho, 
reports Marca.

N e wc a s t l e ' s  S a u d i 
owners are prepared to axe 
Howe if  Mourinho is willing 
to make the move.

Mourinho has a contract 

at Roma to 2024 and like 
Howe has enjoyed some 
success this season, leading 
the club to the final of  
Europa Conference League.

Howe's deal with the 
Magpies runs to 2023.

South America, and the Super 
Eagles job will be his second 
job in Africa. 

Peseiro kicked off  his 
managerial career in 1992 at 
amateur Portuguese side 
U n i ã o  D e s p o r t i v a  d e 
Santarém. 

After two years on the job, 
he moved on to two other 
amateur sides within six years 
before moving to Nacional in 
1999. 

He spent four seasons at 
the Portuguese side, helping 
them to the Portuguese top-
flight in his third season. 

However, he left Nacional 
for Madrid in 2003 to serve as 
assistant coach to Carlos 
Q u e i r oz  w h i l e  a t  Re a l 
Madrid.

dello Sport, United are 
repor tedly hopeful  of  
securing his signing. With 
talks already underway. 

The website claims 
Osimhen could agree a five-
year deal worth £146,000 a 
week. That is more than 
double  the  money he 
currently earns at Napoli. 

Osimhen's journey to 
becoming one of  Europe's 
most sought after players, 
h a s  b e e n  d e n i a l  a n d 
rejection but the lad never 
gave up. 

The young striker, 
endured a testing time at his 
f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  c l u b 
Wolfsburg, which he joined 
following his eye-catching 
performances at the 2015 
U-17 World Cup in Chile. 

The forward starred at 
the tournament, winning 

and has a contract with the 
Naple-based club until 
2025.

The 23-year-old has 
since become a key figure at 
the club and is currently the 
club's leading scorer with 
18 goals in 31 appearances 
so far this season. 

Though re luctant , 
Napoli are open to his sale 
this  summer,  but  wil l 
reportedly seek a whopping 
£85m (€100m) for his 
services. 

The Parthenopeans 
r e j e c t e d  M a n c h e s t e r 
United's first offer for 
Osimhen but now the Red 
Devils are looking to offer 
Anthony Martial in a swap 
deal as they bid to rebuild 
the team following another 
poor season. 

According to Gazzetta 

the Golden Boot and Silver 
Ball awards after helping 
Nigeria clinch the title.

Osimhen made 12 
league appearances for the 
club but didn't score a goal. 
The forward feels Wolves 
did not give him the needed 
support but also revealed 
o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e s  h e 
encountered that limited 
his productivity. 

“The weather,  the 
language, the food (affected 
me). It was my first time in 
Europe, I was just 18-years-
old and I  didn ' t  have 
enough time to acclimatize. 
They didn't believe in me 
very much,” Osimhen told 
Sport1.

Wolfsburg managing 
director, Jorg Schmadtke 
admitted the club was not 
patient with the Super 

nthony Joshua's 

Astable-mate Frazer 
Clarke believes the 

heavyweight star is mentally 
stronger heading into his 
rematch with Oleksandr 
Usyk.

The British icon, 32, 
had his WBA, WBO and 
IBF titles ripped away by the 
unbeaten Ukrainian at the 
To t t e n h a m  H o t s p u r 
Stadium in September.

A J  a n d  U s y k  a r e 
expected to meet in a 
rematch planned for July 23 
with the 2012 Olympic gold 
medalist looking to become 
a  t h r e e - t i m e  w o r l d 
champion.

No location has yet 
b e e n  a n n o u n c e d ,  b u t 
promoter Eddie Hearn has 
declared the blockbuster 
bout could take place in the 
Middle East.

He told iFL TV: “I think 
there's a very good chance 
you'll see that fight July 23rd 
in the Middle East. We're 
closing in on that option.”

J o s h u a  h a s  g o o d 
memories of  fighting in the 
Middle East having beat 
Andy Ruiz Jr  in their 
December 2019 rematch in 
Saudi Arabia.

Following his defeat to 
Usyk, Joshua has promoted 
Angel Fernandez from 
coach to head trainer in 
place of  long-time mentor 
Rob McCracken.

Heavyweight prospect 
Clarke, who is also trained 
by Fernandez, believed the 
Watford native will be better 
prepared mentally for his 
second meeting with Usyk.

He told Sky Sports: “I 
think the loss has made him 
better. He's opened his eyes 
a bit.

“It's made him mentally 
better. I think he knows 
what he needs to do.

anchester United Mc a r e t a k e r 
manager, Ralf  

Rangnick is determined to 
work his consultancy role.

Rangnick joined United 
in November as interim 
manager in a deal that will 
see him being promoted as a 
consultant for the club in 
June.

He was later announced 
as the next Austria manager, 
which raised questions as to 
how he will be able to juggle 
his next managerial job 
when he moves upstairs at 
Old Trafford.

The Times, however, 
reports the 63-year-old is 
committed to his upcoming 
d u t i e s  a n d  wa n t s  h i s 
position at the club to be 
“meaningful”.

Rangnick is already in 
contact with incoming 
manager, Erik ten Hag via 
Lars Kornetka, who is a 
mutual friend.

Kornetka will be the 
German's No2 at Austria 
after assisting him during his 
time as head of  sports 
development at Lokomotiv 
Moscow.

“I think he's changed 
his situation, which he 
thinks will help him.

“He's got a team of  
people that are dedicated for 
one thing, and that's AJ 
getting the result.

“You can't write Usyk 
off, he's an unbelievable 
fighter.

“But I'd like to think 
AJ's in a place where he can 
go on and get this win.”

Eagles striker. 
“The most important 

lesson is that you have to be 
patient with some transfers. 
You can't say: We'll sign you 
up, provide board and 
lodging, and then it'll work. 
The importance of  patience 
i s  s o m e t i m e s 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e d , ” 
S c h m a d t k e  t o l d 
Sportbuzzer. 

In an effort to reignite 
his career, the striker moved 
to Belgium to team up with 
Sporting Charleroi on loan 
and was immediately a hit 
with the First Division A 
club. 

Osimhen scored 20 
goals in 36 games during his 
temporary stay and was 
rewarded with a permanent 
deal but his sparkling form 
caught the attention of  

Ligue 1 club Lille, who 
secured his signature a few 
months after the forward 
committed to the Zebras. 

“I think that the love 
and acceptance that I 
experienced in Charleroi 
helped me a lot. I had just 
come out of  a difficult 
situation and my self-
confidence was at its lowest 
point,” Osimhen added. 

Despite coming in to 
fill the vacuum created by 
the departure of  one of  
Lille's best players, Nicola 
Pepe, the striker seemed not 
to feel the pressure as he 
immediately hit the ground 
running. 

The  fo rward  then 
s i g n e d  f o r  t h e 
Parthenopeans in 2020 in a 
club-record fee of  €80m 
with bonuses, to become 
Nigeria's most expensive 
player. 

Man United set to offer Osimhen N75m weekly pay

NFF mum on Peseiro contract details

England return: Mourinho
linked with Newcastle

Joshua tipped to edge Usyk in title
rematch

Rangnick refusing to
drop Man Utd consultancy
role after taking Austria job

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

JoshuaJoshuaJoshua
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Splying their trade 
with Scottish side 

Rangers are on the verge of  
making history as they file 
out  aga ins t  Eint racht 
Frankfurt in the Europa 
League final.

The trio of  Joe Aribo, 
Leon Balogun and Calvin 
B a s s e y  a r e  wo u l d  b e 
partakers in Wednesday's 
( t o d a y )  s h o w d o w n 
considered very unique in 

o t t e n h a m Tchairman, Daniel 
Levy, has declared 

they're ready to spend this 
summer.

Levy has intimated 
he's ready to back manager 
Antonio Conte in the 
transfer market.

The chairman said, 
“When we reported our 
J u n e  2 0 2 1  y e a r - e n d 
financial results we set out 
our vision for the club and 
underlined that, whilst we 
had invested significantly in 
the squad, we needed to 
improve our recruitment.

“The January transfer 
w i n d ow  s h owe d  h ow 
important this can be. We 
shall continue to support 
investment in both our first 
and women's teams and our 
academy. Regardless of  the 
results of  our last three 
games of  this season, I 
firmly believe we are well 
positioned to go forward 
into next season.

“ T h e  d e s i r e  a n d 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  s e e 
success on the pitch is felt 
by everyone at the club.”

2012 but if  the Rangers 
recovery was complete 
when they won the Scottish 
Premiership again last 
season, a final in Seville 
now offers them a shot at 
European glory too.

“We're one game away 
from making history,” 
Rangers midfielder Aaron 
Ramsey said on Monday as 
the squad departed for 
Spain, the final leg of  a 
journey that began eight 

prestigious opponents to 
come as Rangers, under 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst 
f rom November  a f t e r 
Steven Gerrard left for 
Aston Vi l la ,  defeated 
Borussia Dortmund, Red 
Star Belgrade, Braga and 
Leipzig in the knock-out 
rounds to reach their first 
European final in 14 years.

A victory would earn 
the club its first cup on the 
continent since Rangers 
beat Dynamo Moscow 3-2 
in Barcelona to lift the Cup 
Winners' Cup in 1972.

“This is a chance for 
them to be in the history 
books of  this club and really 
get an historic win,” said 
Van Bronckhorst.

“Then the stories they 
will tell in years to come 
will be the same stories that 
the players from 1972 tell to 

aul Ince has been Pnamed permanent 
manager of  Reading.

Former Manchester 
United and Liverpool star, 
Ince, 54, was handed the 
r e i n s  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n 
Febr uar y  when Vel jko 
Paunovic was given the 
boot.

Paunovic was sacked 
after  a 12-game streak 
without victory that saw 
Reading sucked into a 
relegation battle.

Ince won four, lost 
seven, and drew three of  the 
fourteen matches in charge 
of  the Royals as he saw them 
to safety with two games to 
spare.

And Ince has now been 
g i v e n  c o n t r o l  o n  a 
permanent basis ahead of  
the new campaign. He will 

ylian Mbappe has Kagreed personal 
terms with Real 

M a d r i d ,  r e p o r t s  T h e 
Athletic.

Mbappe's contract with 
PSG runs out at the end of  
the season and he is able to 
move to Real for free.

H o w e v e r ,  n o 
paperwork has yet been 
signed with PSG still trying 
to convince him to stay. 

Mbappe has scored 116 
goals in 141 games for the 
French champions since 
joining from Monaco in 
2017. 

have Alex Rae beside him as 
assistant manager next 
season.

Speaking on the pair's 
appointment, Reading's 
Chief  Executive Dayong 
Pang said: “Paul and Alex 
were brought into Bearwood 
t o  i n s t i l l  c o n f i d e n c e, 
s t r u c t u r e ,  s p i r i t  a n d 
determination into a first 
t e a m  s q u a d  w h i c h  i n 
difficult circumstances had 
lost its way early in the year.

“And ultimately, he had 
t o  p r o d u c e  a l m o s t 
immediate results.

“Fourteen points from 
their first ten games proved 
enough to keep the club in 
the Championship and I am 
delighted that Paul and Alex 
have accepted the challenge 
to take this club forward.”

the history of  the club.
T e n  y e a r s  a f t e r 

financial oblivion plunged 
t h e m  i n t o  S c o t l a n d ' s 
bottom tier, Rangers are on 
the brink of  lifting their first 
European trophy in half  a 
centur y  as  they  meet 
Eintracht Frankfurt in the 
final of  the Europa League 
on Wednesday.

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
liquidation and relegation 
all blighted a broken club in 

a y e r n  M u n i c h Bm a n a g e m e n t  i s 
d i v i d e d  o n  t h e 

p r o s p e c t  o f  b r i n g i n g 
C h e l s e a  s t r i k e r  T i m o 
We r n e r  b a c k  t o  t h e 
Bundesliga.

W e r n e r  i s  b e i n g 
considered by Bayern as a 
replacement for Robert 
Lewandowski ,  r e por t s 
Sport1.

Bayern coach, Julian 
Nagelsmann is keen to see 
the  dea l  done,  hav ing 
worked with Werner at RB 
Leipzig.

H oweve r,  s p o r t i n g 
d i r e c t o r  H a s a n 
S a l i h a m i d z i c  i s n ' t  a s 
enthusiastic and would 
prefer to look elsewhere.

Werner left RBL two 
seasons ago for Chelsea.

months ago in defeat and 
disappointment.

With the chance to 
play in the Champions 
League on the back of  
winning the Scottish title, 
Rangers instead lost to 
M a l m o  i n  t h e  t h i r d 
qualifying round, a result 
that set up a play-off  to 
reach the Europa League 
w i t h  A l a s h k e r t  f r o m 
Armenia.

T h e r e  w e r e  m o r e 

my players.
“I've said it before you 

h a v e  t o  d r e a m  o f  
something to really achieve 
it. You can work hard and 
really give everything to 
achieve your goal and that 
is beautiful.”

Eintracht Frankfurt 
will however start the 
match as favourites after 
already knocking out Real 
Betis, Barcelona and West 
H a m  t o  e l e v a t e  a n 
otherwise underwhelming 
campaign that saw the 
team finish 11th in the 
Bundesliga.

The crowd is expected 
to play a huge part at the 
Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan, 
with up to 100,000 Rangers 
fans and at least 60,000 
Fr a n k f u r t  s u p p o r t e r s 
expected to follow their 
teams to Seville, raising 
concerns about security in 
the city.
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Super Eagles stars set for history with Rangers 

Tottenham chairman, Levy boosts Conte's plans
for summer transfer market

Bayern Munich management fighting
over Chelsea striker, Werner

Reading announce ex-Man
Utd star, Ince and Rae
management team

Mbappe agrees personal
terms with Real Madrid
– Report
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The fresh news people

Advertorial
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HON. CHIEF

OKECHUKWU IWUOHA
(PRESIDENT-GENERAL OFA)

Burial Date: Saturday May 21, 2022

Burial Date: Saturday May 28, 2022

Chief

Innocent I. Okpokoro

Absence of witnesses stall
Fayose's trial

Deborah: Police declare fleeing
suspect in viral video wanted


