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Alleged blasphemy

Tears flow at Deborah
Samuel Yakubu’s burial

Sokoto govt declares 24-hour curfew as protesters demand release of  Deborah’s killers
CAN delares nationwide protest
Prophet Mohammed was vilified, didn’t kill anyone – Sheik Gumi
Activist queries Peter Obi, others on their silence

IPOB debunks one week sit-at-home in
South East as Soludo visits Kanu in detention
...Orders shutdown only on May 18th, 26th

Anambra State Governor, Prof Charles Soludo in a picture pose with Mazi
Nnamdi Kanu, leader of the Indigenous People of Biafra in Abuja at the weekend.

Group declares 3 Abia legislators
unfit to seek re-election

Nigerians abandon blocked
lines, buy new SIM cards

NUC withdraws ABSUTH’s
medical courses’ accreditation
over unpaid salaries
...Parents, students, JAMB candidates panic
...Unpaid salaries to be cleared – Abia govt

Commodity prices'll
remain high in Nigeria,
others – World Bank
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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he governor of  
Anambra state 
Prof  Chukwuma 

Charles Soludo on Satur-
day announced through 
his Facebook page that he 
has visited the leader of  
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra IPOB Nnamdi Kanu 
to Felicitate with him, and 
dicuss about the situation 
of  things back home.  

Anambra Governor, Soludo, visits 
Nnamdi Kanu in detention

According to an official 
statement as released by 
the governor, “I visited 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, yes-
terday, (Friday, 13th May, 
2022) to felicitate with 
him and also as part of  
the wider consultations 
with critical stakeholders 
in search of  lasting peace 
and security in the South 
East. 

He was in very high spir-
its and we had quality and 
frank discussion in a very 

convivial atmosphere. He 
expressed sadness over 
what he described as “sac-
rilegious killings” of  inno-
cent persons, kidnappings 
and all forms of  criminal-
ities, including the brutal 
enforcement of  the sense-
less “sit at home” perpet-
uated by sundry groups 
claiming to be acting for or 
on behalf  of  IPOB.  

He assured that if  the 
opportunity arises, he 
will be glad to personally 

2023: I ‘ll tackle Nigeria’s security 
challenges if elected -  Bala Mohammed
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor of  Bauchi 
State and Frontline 
Presidential aspir-

ant under the platform of  
People’s Democratic Party, 
PDP, Sen Mohammed Bala 
has promised to tackle secu-
rity challenges facing Nige-
ria if  he emerged as the next 
President.
Gov. Bala stated this while 
addressing journalists after 
meeting with PDP stake-
holders and delegates in 
Abakaliki, the Ebonyi State 
Capital. Gov. Bala who 
decried the high level of  
security challenges in the 
Country said he would cre-
ate regional and state secu-
rity outfits as well as local 
vigilantes to complement 
the efforts of  the Nigerian 

Police Force and other se-
curity agencies to tackle the 
challenges.
The Presidential hopeful 
who frowned at the poor 
state of  the Nation’s educa-
tional, health and agricul-
tural sectors vowed to revi-
talize all the sectors within 
a short period in office, add-
ing that the National chal-
lenges in governance would 
be a thing of  the past if  he 
emerges as the President 
come 2023.
He called on all the PDP 
faithful to throw their 
weights behind his Pres-
idential ambition to take 
over the mantle of  lead-
ership from the ruling All 
Progressive Congress to 
change the narrative of  the 
Country.
He described the ruling 
All Progressive Congress, 

APC’s administration led 
by President Muhammadu 
Buhari as an aberration.
He further alleged that the 
federal government led by 
Buhari is a regime of  nep-
otism, discrimination, bad 
governance and corruption 
at its highest level.
The Chairman of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party in 
Ebonyi State, Mr Silas Onu, 
represented by the Zonal 
Chairman of  the Party in 
Ebonyi South Zone, Mr 
Ude Akaji, noted that  Gov. 
Bala is a detribalized Nige-
rian whom his leadership 
prowess as Governor of  
Bauchi State and as a Sen-
ator speaks volume, adding 
the party in the State Would 
give him all the necessary 
support to enable him to 
succeed.

Matriculation: Provost AIFCE Owerri charges 
students against indiscipline, social ills

Anambra South Senatorial delegates 
endorse Val Ozigbo for senate
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

N
o fewer than 1,000 
stakeholders, as-
pirants, and dele-

gates from the seven local 
government areas during 
the weekend endorsed the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty’s (PDP) gubernatorial 
candidate for 2021 election 
Valentine Ozigbo as the 
frontrunner for the Anam-
bra South Senatorial ticket 
of  the party.

Ozigbo, received an over-
whelming endorsement for 
the PDP’s Senatorial ticket 
for Anambra South from 
the delegates at the event 
held at Hollywood Event 
Centre in Awka, during 
the weekend.

While speaking, Ozigbo 
thanked the high-powered 
PDP audience for taking 
time out of  their schedules 
to attend the meeting. He 
also expressed pride in the 
quality of  aspirants who 
have indicated an interest 
in occupying elective of-
fices.

Mr Ozigbo declared that 
the era of  impunity, impo-
sition, and undermining 
of  internal democracy in 
PDP in Anambra State is 
over. He maintained that 
he remains a champion for 
due process, and his princi-
ples of  fairness and justice 
have guided him to recog-
nise the party executives 
that emerged through the 
ward congress conduct-
ed by the Governor Seyi 
Makinde-led committee in 
February 2022. 

“We only have a few 
days to the primary elec-
tions, and we are all aware 
of  Anambra’s sorry state. 
Therefore, I have been on 
the ground to make sure 
that we do things accord-
ing to the book, and I as-
sure you that no matter the 
attempts, the right thing 
must be done in Anambra 
PDP,” Ozigbo declared to 
loud applause.

“As your leader, I will 
always stand by what is 
right, what is just, and 

what serves the good of  
all.”

The PDP guber candi-
date also decried the at-
tempts by some PDP lead-
ers to hijack the process 
for the Ad Hoc Congress-
es, which were scheduled 
for May 1, 2022. He noted 
that the panel chairman 
sent to conduct the con-
gress was compromised 
and committed to doing 
the biddings of  some par-
ty leaders who know they 
can never win in a free and 
fair process. 

Ozigbo debunked the 
accounts of  the chairman 
of  the panel, who alleged 
they were kidnapped and 
held hostage. He reiterat-
ed that PDP stakeholders 
only asked to see the orig-
inal result sheets before 
the exercise commenced. 
Following the failure of  
the panel to produce the 
original result sheets, they 
postponed the exercise.

He hailed the integrity 
of  the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) in upholding 
the truth about the exer-
cise and said that INEC’s 
report vindicated him 
and other party leaders 
who were falsely accused 
of  kidnapping the ad hoc 
congresses’ panel. 

Ozigbo, the immediate 
past President and Group 
CEO of  Transcorp Plc, 
further charged the PDP 
delegates to consider the 
weight of  their decisions 
and ensure that credible 
candidates emerge.

“Our party’s primary 
election holds in a week, 
and I urge our delegates 
to be resolute, unbiased, 
and fair. Examine every-
one who has declared an 
interest and vote for who 
your conscience tells you 
can give you a quality 
representation,” Ozigbo, 
a multiple award-winning 
global CEO, added.

“My solemn promise is 
to support all candidates 
who emerge from the pri-
mary election process, and 
I expect the same from 

broadcast to his follow-
ers to maintain the peace.  
Together, we shall restore 
peace, security and pros-
perity in Anambra and the 
Southeast, the statement 
reads.

Meanwhile the IPOB 
leader is answering to a 
15-count treasonable fel-
ony charge the Federal 
Government preferred 
against him. The charge 
against him borders on his 
alleged commission of  act 
of  terrorism, felony, incite-

ment, unlawful importa-
tion of  a radio transmitter, 
and headship of  an illegal 
organization. Trial Justice 
Binta Nyako had ordered 
the DSS to allow Kanu to 
have access to three visi-
tors, two days in the week.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o secure the future for 
the good of  all persons, 
the Provost, Alvan Iko-

ku Federal College of  Edu-
cation (AIFCE), Owerri, Dr. 
Dan Chijioke Anyanwu, has 
charged students of  the in-
stitution against indiscipline, 
cultism, drug abuse and other 
societal ills.

The Provost gave the charge 
during the 44th Matriculation 
Ceremony of  the institution 
for the 2021/2022 academic 
session, held last week at the 
College Pavilion, Owerri.

He maintained that when 
students keep away from anti 
social behaviors, study hard, 
obey God’s instructions, as 
well as maintain the ethics of  
the college, they would grad-
uate in flying colours that can 
propel them on productive 
activities that will make them 

everyone. We must unite 
and win together.

“I have declared my 
intention to occupy this 
office because I believe I 
meet all the criteria of  a 
generational leader, which 
is what our people desper-
ately need right now.

“I will bring my per-
sonality to bear on inter-
actions and engagement 
with National and State 
governments to better all 
of  Anambra South. As a 
friend to all with no ene-
mies, I will oil the wheel 
of  progress for the good 
of  our people,” Ozigbo de-
clared to the enthusiastic 
audience.

Among the high-ranking 
PDP stalwarts present at 
the event were Chief  Tony 
Offiah, who served as the 
Director of  Finance for 
the 2021 PDP Governor-
ship Campaign Council; 
Rt Hon. Eurcharia Azodo, 
a former federal lawmaker 
and speaker of  the Anam-
bra House of  Assembly; 
Chief  Andy Azike, an 
aspirant for the house of  
representatives; Sir Izu-
chukwu Oraelesi, the Gen-
eral Manager of  the VCO 
Foundation; Hon Johnbo-
sco Akaegbobi, the law-
maker representing Nnewi 
South II Constituency at 
the Anambra State House 
of  Assembly; Hon Onye-
buchi Offor, the lawmak-
er representing Ekwusigo 
Constituency at the An-
ambra State House of  As-
sembly; and Mrs Justina 
Nwafor, the immediate 
past Woman Leader of  the 
PDP in Anambra State, 
among others.

economically prosperous and 
responsible.

According to the Provost, 
“AIFCE students do not have 
to involve themselves in cult-
ism, drug abuse and societal 
ills. So, once they do that and 
then be ready to work hard- 
they will excel for their own 
good and that of  the society 
at large. The College Man-
agement will not hesitate to 
expel and hand over to the 
law enforcement agencies any 
cultist, criminal or sexual mo-
lester caught on campus. A 
word is enough for the wise. 
Students are encouraged to 
join College approved aca-
demic and character mould-
ing groups and fellowships in 
the institution”.

Anyanwu noted that over 
one thousand students ma-
triculated in the institution 
even as he congratulated the 
new students for choosing 

... Says he is saddened over wanton killings in South East

AIFCE, thanking staff  and 
management for making 
good efforts that heighten the 
success of  the matriculation 
and the college.

Welcoming the new stu-
dents, the Students Union 
Government (SUG) Presi-
dent and Senate President, 
National Union of  Imo State 
Students (NUISS), His Excel-
lency, Rt. Hon. Enyeribe Ev-
anSmith, described the pro-
gram as a success and quite 
remarkable, saying  students 
of  AIFCE have issues of  
funding especially as it relates 
to running their unionism, 
remarking that management 
and students have cordial re-
lationship, positing that his 
leadership has been able to 
install solar energy lights that 
make the academic environ-
ment more accommodative 
and conducive for learning 
and against insecurity.
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I ‘ll restructure Nigeria - Atiku
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

F
ormer Vice Pres-
ident of  Nige-
ria, Alhaji Atiku 

Abubakar has reiterated 
his plans to restructure 
Nigeria, if  elected as the 
county’s president.

This is even as he has 
described himself  as a be-
liever in the development 
of  the South East geopo-
litical zone. Atiku stated 
these in Umuahia, Abia 
State when he visited to 
seek the support of  Abia 
State delegates for the 

PDP presidential primary 
elections.

Atiku who thanked 
Abia delegates for the 
support given to him in 
2018 primary elections, 
pleaded with the dele-
gates to re-enact their 
support for him, despite 
the fact that Igbo aspir-
ants are presently in the 
race.

The former Vice Pres-
ident promised to unify 
and restructure the coun-
try as well as return the 
country to the path of  
security even as he prom-
ised to re-set Nigeria’s ed-
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Capacity Training Workshop for Nigerian Editors ends in Port Harcourt.

ucation sector.
He warned the PDP 

to avoid losing the presi-
dential election in 2023, 
as such would affect the 
party and impoverish Ni-
gerian the more.

The Wazirin Adama-
wa stated that his deci-
sion to pick Peter Obi as 
his running mate in 2019 
underscored his love for 
Ndigbo.

“You delegates are in a 
unique situation because 
your son is running, but I 
plead with you to vote for 
me during the primary.”

Earlier in his speech 

while receiving Alha-
ji Atiku in government 
house, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu called for an end 
to Nigeria’s present inse-
curity situation.

Ikpeazu, who expressed 
dismay with the contin-
ued rise in insecurity, re-
gretted that “ Nigeria has 
drifted down the valley 
but I still believe that we 
can rescue the country.”

Ikpeazu asked, “Can 
we still have a country 
where we can live and 
breathe?” 

He thanked the Vice 
President for his pro-de-
mocracy ideology.

Group appeals for reinstatement
of sacked market leaders in Anambra 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

T
raders in Onitsha, An-
ambra State under the 
aegis of  the Anambra 

Traders’ Welfare Association 
(ATWA), have appealed to 
the Executive Governor of  
Anambra State, Prof.  Chuk-
wuma Soludo, to reinstate 
sacked Market leaders in the 
State to ensure peace and 
stability. The group which 
comprises importers, indus-
trialists and artisans and oth-
er traders after their quarterly 
meeting held in GRA Onit-
sha, Anambra State, spoke 
through their Chairman, Mr. 
Boniface Ibeamaka, pleading 
with the Governor to sheath 
his sword.

Ibeamaka said those who 
want the Market leaders to 
be sacked were the ones who 
do not wish his new adminis-
tration well.  He alleged that 
“the cabals are the same peo-
ple who, it was rumoured, 
are pestering government 
officials, seeking to head one 
Market or the other through 
the back door.” He described 
such action as not only an in-

justice but an illegality which 
is capable of  destroying the 
good programme of  Prof. 
Soludo’s administration. ” 
We are not comfortable with 
this development in Anam-
bra State Markets. What does 
someone gain by instigating 
trouble where there is no 
trouble? Leadership is not by 
force. If  people elect you, you 
lead them not putting confu-
sion and troubles in the Mar-
kets. “This is not character of  
Governor Soludo we know, 
rather the handiwork of  syco-
phants and people who want 
to constitute themselves as 
cabals in Anambra Markets 
who have infiltrated into this 
new government.

” The most annoying as-
pect of  it is that traders in the 
Markets across the state are 
enjoying peace because the 
market leaders were doing 
their job exceedingly well.

 “Some of  us here are im-
porters. We know how each 
Market leader performs. 
Some of  these Market leaders 
have gone out of  their way to 
uplift their Market with facili-
ties that will help improve the 
life of  traders.

Umahi bows to pressure, 
appoints 5 new commissioners, 
others from old APC members
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has appoint-

ed five new commissioners 
into his cabinet barely one 
year to the end of  his ad-
ministration

The appointment made 
up of  mainly old APC 
members in the state was 
made known in a statement 
issued in Abakaliki by the 
Chief  Press Secretary to 
the Speaker of  Ebonyi 
State House of  Assembly, 
Leo Ekene Oketa. The old 
members of  APC in Eb-
onyi State had petitioned 
the National leadership of  
the party over alleged mar-
ginalization and exclusion 
by the governor. All that 
changed in 2020 when gov-
ernor Umahi left the PDP 
and joined the APC

Since then the old mem-
bers of  APC had alleged 
that the new members who 
defected with the governor 
hijacked the party and they 
are not being carried along 
in the affairs of  the state.

Oketa in the Statement 
said: “Engr David Nweze 
Umahi, Governor of  Eb-
onyi State, has forwarded 
to Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly, his list of  nom-
inees for appointment as 
Commissioners”. “The 
nominees are Mathias 
Adum, Celestine Nwa-

li, Romanus Nwasum, 
Chris Uchaji, and Beatrice 
Eze”, the statement said. 
Mr Oketa also announced 
the nomination of  seven 
other persons as Coordi-
nators of  some Develop-
ment Centres in the state. 
Development Centres con-
stitute the fourth tier of  
government in the state. 
They were created by the 
administration of  former 
Governor Sam Egwu. The 
nominees are Justice Og-
bonnaya (Akaeze DC), 
Peter Uduma (Ubeyi DC), 
Sunday Agwu (Ishielu DC) 
Felix Ogbu Aniocha (Oni-
cha DC), Chukwudi Pas-
cal Obia (Izizi DC), Oliver 
Mbam (Omenyi DC) and 
Agbo Eucharia (Ngbo Cen-
tral DC). Mr Oketa said 
all the nominees had been 
invited to appear before 
the Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly for screening and 
possible confirmation by 
11am.

“The nominees are to 
submit their curriculum 
vitae, photocopies of  their 
relevant credentials and tax 
clearance certificates with 
evidence of  payments of  
their property taxes, in 31 
file copies, to the office of  
the Clerk of  the House not 
later than 9am, Thursday, 
May 12, 2022,” he added. 
Meanwhile, the appoin-
tees have been successfully 
screened and confirmed by 
the state house of  Assem-
bly.

PDP battles Emefiele, says he must resign 

The Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) has condemned 
as reckless, irresponsible, and 
unpardonable, the comment 
by the Governor of  the Cen-
tral Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), 
Godwin Emefiele, that he is 
“having a lot of  fun” in his 
actions which are in violation 
of  the CBN Act 2007 and the 
Public Service Rules.

According to PDP’s 
spokesman, Hon. Debo Olo-
gunagba, this comment by 
Emefiele, who also stated 
that Nigerians can go ahead 
and “have heart attack” over 
the widespread anxiety in the 
country arising from his in-
volvement in partisan politics, 
is provocative and enough to 
trigger a nation-wide restive-
ness, pitch Nigerians against 
the CBN, shut down the 
economy and destabilize the 
polity.

The PDP in its statement 
on Saturday asserted that 
despite Mr. Emefiele’s al-
leged withdrawal from the 
presidential race “due to the 
pressure by our party, he still 
cannot continue as CBN 
Governor having become 
partisan as a card-carrying 

member of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC).

“The CBN which keeps all 
sensitive materials for elec-
tions cannot be trusted with 
the custody of  such materials 
with a biased Mr. Emefiele at 
the helm of  affairs.

“It was despicable to watch 
Mr. Emefiele on Thursday, 
May 12, 2022, at the Presi-
dency, brazenly and derisively 
spit at the concerns of  mil-
lions of  Nigerians, the Inter-
national Community, and the 
Corporate World when he 
said of  Nigerians, “let them 
have heart attack. It’s good to 
have heart attack. I am having 
a lot of  fun.”

“Mr. Emefiele has crossed 
the red lines; he is provok-
ing and daring Nigerians to 
do their worse, especially in 
the face of  huge allegations 
and revelations of  massive 
looting, manipulations, and 
doctoring of  the books in 
the CBN under his watch as 
recently exposed in a leaked 
phone conversation and for 
which he ought to be behind 
bars.

“His unthinking and insen-
sitive comment further estab-

lishes that he is not a fit and 
proper person to hold public 
office and continue the coor-
dination of  our national com-
monwealth as the CBN Gov-
ernor, having exposed his lack 
of  the required profession-
alism, code of  conduct, and 
regard for public concerns on 
issues that affect our econo-
my and the electoral process.”

The party said: “It also un-
derpins the thoughtlessness 
and endemic corruption in 
the Buhari-led APC govern-
ment and further shows the 
decadence in the CBN under 
Mr. Emefiele.

“The fact that President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
failed to decisively rebuke 
and sack Mr. Emefiele only 
confirms that impunity is an 
official policy of  the APC ad-
ministration.”

PDP further stated that 
“Emefiele should know that 
Nigerians will never have a 
heart attack because of  APC’s 
impunity. Instead, they are 
now, more than ever before, 
ready and resolute to confront 
the situation and rescue our 
nation from the stranglehold 
of  the APC.

“Now that he has been 
confirmed to be a card-car-
rying member of  the APC, 
Mr. Emefiele must forthwith 
steer clear of  the CBN as he 
cannot continue as the Gov-
ernor. Anything short of  that 
amounts to testing the will of  
the people and the PDP will 
not hesitate to call out our 
members and teeming sup-
porters across the country to, 
within the ambit of  the law, 
defend and protect the integ-
rity of  the CBN and our elec-
toral process”.

The opposition party urged 
Mr. Emefiele to be ready for 
investigation, prosecution, 
and possible conviction for 
the atrocities allegedly super-
intended by him as the CBN 
Governor.

…Withdrawal from race not withstanding

Emeele, CBN Governor
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Editorial

eborah Samuel, a 200 level Dchristian student of the Shehu 
Shagari College of Education 

Sokoto who was gruesomely murdered 
and burnt to ashes by some islamic 
extremists (terrorists) that happens to be 
her fellow classmates and also share 
membership of  WhatsApp platform 
purposely made for academic work. These 
Students terrorists turned this particular 
group chat platform into a place of 
religious activities. The innocent 
observation of Deborah cautioning her 
classmates who are members of the group 
should adhere to the regulation of 
maintaining the group chat as a platform 
of Academic discourse. And, this was the 
offence that cut her life short with claims 
of Blasphemy.

S h e  h a s  b e e n  b u r i e d  i n  h e r 
hometown,Tunga Magajiya, in Rijau 
local government area of Niger State 
admist tears.

S h e  wa s  m o b b e d ,  a s s a u l t e d , 
br utal ised,  lynched to death and 
heartlessly set on fire. This is the highest 
level of Abuse in the 21st Century and it is 
a total breakdown of Law and Order.

A trending video shows how the killers 
were boasting of killing the innocent lady, 
they were also proud of setting her ablaze 
since the country is ruled by a President 
who himself is a religious fanatic.

However, the 19 Northern States and 
Abuja's Chapter of Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN) has expressed deep 
sadness over the gruesome murder of Miss 
Deborah Samuel.

A statement signed by Chaplain 
Jechonia Gilbert, the Public Relations 
Officer (PRO) of CAN (19 Northern 
States and Abuja) and dated Sunday, May 
15, 2022, called the Nigerian and Sokoto 
governments to bring the culprits to 
justice. 

It advised Christian parents across 
Nigeria not to send their children to 
schools in Sokoto and other states hostile 
to  Chr i s t ians  t i l l  the  re spec t ive 
governments can protect them. 

It said, "While CAN does not and will 
not encourage casting aspersions on any 
Religion or religious leader of any faith, 
CAN frowns on hiding under the gab of 
any religious extremism to perpetrate any 
form of criminality against her members, 
especially in Northern Nigeria. 

"God Almighty is not and can never be 
a weak God for a mere mortal to fight and 
defend Him. On the contrary, it is He who 
keeps, watches and defends us. CAN 
believe that life is sacred and must never be 
taken by another unless directed by the 
State. 

"The CAN (19 Northern States and 
Abuja)  i s  ca l l ing  on the  Federal 
Government under the leadership of 
President Muhammadu Buhari and the 
Sokoto State government under governor 
Aminu Tambuwal not to resort to the 
government's usual rhetoric but must 
demonstrate political will and capacity to 
bring the perpetrators of this criminality 
to justice; otherwise, others may take a 
cue from this and turn our fatherland to a 
country of lawlessness at every slightest 
provocation. 

"CAN believes that Nigeria is a 
country governed by the rule of law and 
order. Therefore, any act of lawlessness 
and criminality must not be swept under 
the carpet. CAN, 19 Northern States, is 
calling on every Christian parent across 
the nation especially, Northern states to 
discourage sending their children to any 
school in Sokoto State, pending when the 
Federal and State governments are ready 
and willing to secure the lives of our 
children both in Sokoto and other states 
that are hostile to Christians and 
Christianity. 

"We are urging all Christian leaders to 
terminate their participation in Nigerian 
Inter-Religious Council (NIREC), until 
their counterparts of Islamic faith show 
commitment to tame their followers on 
equal terms. Northern CAN prays for the 
immediate family and indeed the church 
of the late Deborah Samuel not to lose 
hope in God's ability to avenge the death 
of their daughter. We appeal and counsel 
those who feel and think that killing and 
oppressing Christians is a demonstration 
of their service to their God to learn from 
history. Those that tried it in Egypt and 
their experiences should be enough 
warning. There is a Red Sea awaiting 
them, even those who are secretly 
encouraging them, must partake in the 
Red Sea experience."

Nigeria is a secular state under which 
anybody has the right and obligation to 
practice any religion that suits their 
pur poses  in  accordance with the 
Constitution guiding the country.

It is therefore, the position of News 
Echo, that the Security operatives should 
not only arrest the perpetrators, they 
should prosecute them to serve as 
deterrent to others. 

Also, the National Assembly as matter 
of  urgency should pass a piece of 
legislation that will put an end to jungle 
justice. There should be consequences for 
people taking the law into their hands.

To the Christendom, we submit that 
Deborah Samuel, be declared a Saint, 
canonized a Martyr

Deborah should be declared
a Saint, canonized a Martyr



EFCC boss, Ibrahim Magu: A lesson in the
tyranny of power

igeria has long been 

Ndubbed as “a country 
of  anything goes” by 

some disembodied intuitive 
voice that one regrettably fails 
to publicly give deserved credit 
in this piece. This is not 
intentional. It is because one is 
crassly ignorant regarding the 
coiner and the contextual 
backdrop of  this obviously 
more than fitting phrase. And 
that's painful. However, one 
looks forward hopefully to 
another day of  making up for 
t h i s  i n n o c e n t  l a p s e  i n  
subsequent interventions.

Although now thoroughly 
hackneyed, the phrase has 
defied fatigue. And this is so 
because that ascription truly fits 
the country despite its varied 
galling pretenses. Indeed, 
Nigeria is “a country of  
anything goes.” No one should 
be more conscious of  this 
depressing label now than 
Ibrahim Magu, the beleaguered 
police officer and former acting 
chairman of  Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) who was chucked out 
of  office in a most humiliating 
fashion and left pining away in 
a void until his retirement from 
the police on attaining the 
statutory age of  60 in public 
service.

Magu's story of  almost 
five years at the helm of  EFCC 
affairs in acting capacity must 
be mentally disturbing for him, 
and even for his close friends 
and well-wishers. Now, more 
than anyone else, he would 
realise that the country he calls 
his own and for which he had 
often thumped his chest as a 
patriotic  f irst -rank anti -
corruption warrior, is a 
typically aberrant, wayward 
and perverse space driven in 
almost every sense by depraved 
impulses. 

At the height of  his power, 
when all seemed good, Magu 
had declared publicly that after 
God, his only object of  dread 
was Muhammadu Buhari, the 
president who brought him in 
as a key figure in the 'change' 
agenda and had sworn from his 
very first day in office to give 
corruption a bloody nose. Yet, 
no sooner had the president 
delivered the pledge than the 
people who elected him 
discover that he was wearing 
kid gloves instead of  hard 
gloves fitted with sturdy spikes.

It was little surprise then 
that for nearly five years Buhari 
couldn't even muster the 
decisive punch to make Magu 
the substantive chairman of  

EFCC. Amid the intriguing 
back and forth with the senate 
and the state security service 
which  he  cont ro l s,  the  
president couldn't make his 
authority count with respect to 
his appointee's confirmation by 
the senate. This singular act of  
surrender must form the 
p r e f a c e  i n  a n y  b o o k  
documenting the history of  
Buhari's capitulation in relation 
t o  t h e  a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  
campaign.

As the president casually 
walked away from his promise 
to fight corruption, the vultures 
expectedly swooped in. His 
attorney-general and minister 
of  justice, Abubakar Malami, 
who belongs to an elite lawyers' 
group referred to as The Silk, 
took charge. But to fully have 
his way, he must first seize 
control of  EFCC by clipping 
Magu's wings to the extent of  
making him worthless. He 
started by ordering Magu to 
hand over to justice ministry all 
the fi les of  high-profile 
corruption cases on his table. 
Magu ignored him. And that 
set the ground for the kind of  
assault to which the policeman 
surely might not have been 
subjected in all his years in 
public service.

Malami, the chief  law 
o f f i c e r  w h o  s i n c e  h i s  
appointment has audaciously 
parlayed his office to fend for 
himself  in far more ways than 
his predecessors put together, 
turned the screw on the EFCC 
boss for daring to hold ground. 
He threw all sorts of  dirt at him, 
including dispatching a long 
memo to Buhari wherein he 
accused Magu of  corruption 
and insubordination.

Then one morning in July 
2020, before Buhari finished 
digesting the contents of  the 
memo it seems, Magu was 
forcibly seized on the street of  
Abuja by armed security agents 
and hauled off  like one 
hardened criminal on the 
wanted list to Aso rock villa 
where, unknown to most 
Nigerians, an investigation 
panel headed by Isa Ayo 
Salami, a judge of  repute and 
ex-president of  the court of  
appeal, had been sitting for 
weeks.

Magu was  prompt ly  
locked up and the following day 
Buhari suspended him as acting 
chairman of  EFCC. He was 
released after four days to face 
the Salami panel that was 
clearly heavily rigged in favour 
of  his accusers. Except the 
chairman Salami himself, all 
others on the panel were 
Magu's accusers either directly 
or indirectly. That, in itself, and 

the main accuser should know 
better, is a ringing repudiation 
of  the fundamental philosophy 
of  justice, equity and fairness. 
Discerning lawyers rose to lend 
their  voices against  the 
abnor mal i ty,  c i t ing  the  
judgment of  supreme court in 
the case of  Chief  Gani 
F a w e h i n m i  v s  L e g a l  
Practitioners Disciplinary 
Committee ([1985] 2 NWLR 
(Pt. 7) p. 300) to make the point 
that with the structure of  the 
S a l a m i  p a n e l ,  M a g u ' s  
condemnation was inevitable.

T h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  
appropriating anything other 
than justice in the panel's 
investigation can only be 
appreciated if  placed side by 
side the rejection of  the call for 
open trial for the head of  the 
country 's  foremost anti -
corruption institution facing 
corruption charges, gathering 
evidence behind the accused 
and not giving him the petitions 
in advance of  his defence. 
Local and foreign activists and 
a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  g r o u p s  
i n c l u d i n g  H u m a n  a n d  
Environment Development 
Agenda (HEDA), Resource 
Centre,  Global Witness,  
Cornerhouse and Re: Common 
also weighed in accusing, the 
panel of  lack of  transparency 
and of  being unfair to Magu.  

Magu was  ready to  
confront his accusers before the 
panel. His lawyer, Wahab 
Shittu, applied to the panel 
requesting that Malami be 
subpoenaed as a witness to 

substantiate his allegations. 
The panel obliged and wrote to 
Malami to appear. But instead 
of  showing up as he had earlier 
boasted in public that he would 
appear if  summoned, the chief  
law officer chickened out, 
brazenly disobeying the panel 
and stating that his refusal to 
t e s t i f y  w a s  “ p u r e l y  
constitutional and not based on 
any ulterior motive.”

Of  course, that's not true. 
Malami refused to come before 
the panel simply because he 
had no single evidence to prove 
his allegations against the 
accused. After about four 
months of  investigation the 
panel submitted its report to the 
president. Meanwhile, Magu 
has long since been effectively 
replaced at EFCC.

It's now one and a half  
years since the presidency 
received the report. Nothing 
has been heard from a 
government whose main item 
of  campaign in 2015 was the 
fight against corruption. Of  
course, we now know that 
c o r r u p t i o n  h a s  a lw ay s  
prevailed, and that there has 
never been any meaningful 
fight by the Buhari government 
aimed at eradicating it.

For the sake of  clarity, no 
one said Magu is a saint 
without sin. People only 
demanded that if  there are 
offences he's known to have 
committed, then he should face 
trial in accordance with the rule 
of  law. But clearly there's no 
offence to be tried because 

evidently no solid evidence has 
b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  u p o n  
investigation to warrant his 
prosecution. And that is why 
the Salami report is gathering 
dust on the shelf  in an office in 
the villa.

Even the Police Service 
Commission has said there is 
nothing before them stating 
Magu's offence(s) for which he 
can be disciplined, either 
through denial of  promotion or 
by withholding of  retirement 
benefits. All the PSC has been 
r e c e i v i n g  a r e  v e r b a l  
instructions from powerful 
vested interests who are 
insisting on prolonging the 
persecution.

It would be difficult for 
Magu to say that his experience 
as a public servant since July 
2020 has not been one of  the 
bitterest yet. Now, as he was 
deliberately completely shut 
out for the clock to wind down 
to his retirement on May 5, he 
would have come to the full 
awareness that in “a country 
where anything goes,” the 
prevailing system is the tyranny 
of  power. And that in the end, 
on a real sad note, Nigeria is a 
difficult place to serve. 

Godwin Onyeacholem 
coordinates the whistleblowing 
project, Corruption Anonymous, 
at the African Centre for Media 
and Information Literacy 
(AFRICMIL).
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2023 election: 38-year-old Onyeka Nwafor
joins presidential race
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

J
ust as the 2023 general 
election draws near, thir-
ty eight years old Onyeka 

Nwafor has declared his inten-
tion to contest for the seat of 
the president and proffer last-
ing solution to Nigerian’s cur-
rent challenges.

The economist expert made 
his intention known in a press 
briefing in Awka during the 
weekend and also said he is 
contesting under the political 
party platform of the National 
Rescue Movement.

According to him, if elected 
will use his youthful energy to 
fight insecurity, corruption by 
revamping major sectors like 
the education, health sector 
and agriculture to build the na-
tion’s economy.

He noted that he has exten-
sively consulted with his family 
members, friends, elder states-
men, traditional and religious 
leaders, genuine business mo-
guls and the masses across the 
country, to state “I hereby offi-
cially announce my decision to 
run for the office of  the Pres-
ident of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria on the Platform of  
National Rescue Movement 
(NRM)”.

Describing Nigeria as a coun-
try with vast number of  highly 
skilled, gifted and patriotic cit-
izens whose skills, talents and 
patriotism are being frustrated 
by the inability for our leaders, 
both past and present to put in 
place the enabling system, in-
stitutions and policies for the 
development said, “Over the 
years, our elected and appoint-
ed government officials have 
made vast majority of  our very 
intelligent teaming youths lose 
faith in the very fibre that holds 
us together as an indivisible and 
indissoluble nation, due to their 
lack of  commitment to their 
electioneering campaign prom-
ises and party agenda. The dev-
astating effects of  this anomaly 
are undeniably manifested in 
our fast weakening economy, 
poor education system, prevail-
ing security breaches, unreliable 
and porous banking system, de-
cline in commercial prospects, 
inefficient tax administration, 
ethno-religious crisis, decline 
in foreign direct investment, 
skyrocketing unemployment 
rate, slow and deficient justice 

system, human rights violation 
by state and non-state actors, 
massive corruption in both pub-
lic and private sectors, capital 
flight, soaring inflation, unprec-
edented fall in our Gross Do-
mestic Products, embarrassing 
rise in foreign debt, ever dete-
riorating health sector, unprec-
edented capital flight, massive 
corrupt practices, housing defi-
cit, epileptic electrical power 
supply, institutional collapse, 
poor infrastructure, self-inflict-
ing foreign policies, rural-urban 
migration, lack of  clean water 
supply, environmental pollu-
tion, porous border control, 
over-dependency on petroleum 
products, rising poverty rate, 
unreliable electoral system, in-
tellectual property theft, rise in 
crime rate, economic sabotage 
and loss of  revenue, threats to 
national unity etc”.

He stated that “fixing the 
streams of  problems enumerat-
ed above requires a holistic fo-
cus on the Four (4) key areas of  
the government functions. Viz; 
Education, Security, Health and 
Electrical Power Supply. Apply-
ing a large sum of  the nation’s 
budget to revamping our educa-
tion system, ensuring security 
of  life and properties, providing 
a well-equipped health sector 
and ensuring steady and unin-
terrupted electrical power sup-
ply across the nation will mag-
ically eliminate the myriads of  
problems currently bedeviling 
our dear nation and place Nige-
ria on the global limelight”.

Nwafor blamed Nigeria’s ina-
bility to achieve a sustainable ef-
ficient system to the continued 
absence of  credible, selfless and 
purpose-driven leaders in Ni-
geria’s corridors of  power. Our 
elective and appointive offices 
are populated by selfish, unpat-

riotic and power-drunk political 
musketeers. 

While stating that “Time has 
come for all electorates across 
the nation to drop our religious, 
tribal, ethnic and ideological 
rivalries and pull our electoral 
weights together towards mak-
ing Nigeria a better place for 
both the rich and the poor. Time 
has come for all to repent from 
this unwholesome attitude of  
mortgaging our collective future 
for the scrubs that fall from the 
table of  politicians at every elec-
toral season. Time has come for 
us to temporarily sacrifice our 
individual comfort, interest and 
material gratification for the 

benefits of  the generations yet 
unborn. 

“I am dedicated to bringing 
the much desired sustainable 
positive change. I am dedicated 
to ensuring that the system fa-
vours the children of  the weak 
and strong, poor and rich, high-
ly privileged and less privileged. 
It is my mandate to exterminate 
the lacuna between the high, 
middle and low class. It is my 
mandate to donate a level play-
ing ground to the children of  
the poor and rich. It is my man-
date to activate a system where 
justice will be accessible and af-
fordable to all and sundry”. 

He further admonished that 
he has demonstrated a con-
vincing degree of  patriotism 
through various social and eco-
nomic intervention projects to 
the masses without ethno-Reli-
gious boundaries or sentiments; 
which ranges from provision of  
clean water, free medical out-
reaches, award of  scholarships, 
poverty alleviation programs, 
free legal aid to the indigents, 
skill acquisition and economic 
empowerment for the middle 
and small scale business own-
ers, as well as varying security 
fortification projects with some 
security agencies. All these I 
have been able to accomplish 

and sustain as a non-political 
office holder.

However, the NRM presi-
dential aspirant urged the en-
tire Nigerian populace and the 
party faithful to tilt their choice 
of  candidate not towards the 
highest bidder, but in the direc-
tion of  someone with clear-cut 
agenda and the requisite integ-
rity to deliver on his campaign 
promises and party agenda. 

Adding, Anambra State 
Chairman, National Rescue 
Movement, Engr Leonard 
Ezenwamma, said NRM as 
one of  the major political move-
ment in Nigeria, had men and 
women of  high pedigree who 
has what it takes to rescue Ni-
geria. We are prepared to take 
the mantle of  leadership, APC 
promised us change and today 
you can see that they have failed 
us. He assured citizens to join 
hands and support for the res-
cue of  the country.

Also speaking, a stakehold-
er of  the party, Chief  Gerald 
Onyebuchi called on the youths  
to shun those corrupt leaders 
and embrace one agenda which 
is to elect a credible youth in the 
person of  Onyeka Nwafor who 
has what it takes to pilot effec-
tively the affairs our dear coun-
try, Nigeria.

National Rescue Movement Apsirant, Hon Onyeka Nwafor.

...Centre’s Nigeria’s solutions
 to education, security, health, 
electrical power supply,

“I am dedicated to bringing the much 
desired sustainable positive change. 
I am dedicated to ensuring that the 

system favours the children of  the weak
 and strong, poor and rich, highly 

privileged and less privileged. It is my
 mandate to exterminate the lacuna between 

the high, middle and low class. It is my man-
date to donate a level playing ground to the 
children of  the poor and rich. It is my man-
date to activate a system where justice will be 
accessible and affordable to all and sundry”  
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Foreign News

P
rince William was booed 
by sections of the crowd 
as he appeared on the 
pitch before the FA Cup 

final at Wembley on Saturday.
The jeering started when the 

Duke of Cambridge, who is the 
President of the Football Asso-
ciation, was introduced to fans 
during the pre-match BBC tele-
vision coverage.

The booing continued as Wil-
liam moved down to the pitch 
where he met and shook hands 
with Chelsea and Liverpool 
players prior to the match start-
ing on Saturday.

Some fans in the stadium also 
seemed to take umbrage with the 
national anthem and a rendition 
of  Christian hymn ‘Abide With 
Me’, which were also the targets 
of  booing.

Liverpool were victorious in the 
encounter itself, eventually beat-
ing Chelsea 6-5 on penalties after 
a goaless 120 minutes.

The behaviour of  some fans at 
the stadium prompeted condem-
nation from MPs.

Commons Speaker, Sir Lindsay 
Hoyle, told MailOnline: “I utter-
ly condemn any fans who booed 
Prince William at Wembley today.

“The FA Cup final should be an 
occasion when we come together 
as a country. It should not be ru-
ined by a minority of  fans’ totally 
shameful behaviour. In this year 
of  all years – the Queen’s Plati-
num Jubilee – this is dreadful.”

And Sir Ed Davey, leader of  the 
Liberal Democrats said: “We have 
the most wonderful Monarch and 
those fans who booed do not rep-

Prince William was booed while meeting players from Chelsea and Liverpool prior to the FA Cup clash  

resent their clubs or our country.”
The Duke of  Cambridge seemed 

unruffled by the earlier booing 
and handed the FA Cup trophy 
to a jubilant Liverpool after their 
win against Chelsea at Wembley 
Stadium.

Manager Jurgen Klopp’s side 
beat Chelsea 6-5 on penalties after 
a goalless 120 minutes on Satur-

day.
William gave the cup, adorned 

with red ribbons, to Liverpool 
captain Jordan Henderson from 
the royal box as fans cheered. He 
attended the match after he per-
sonally made podcast host Debo-
rah James a dame.

The duke visited the 40-year-
old, known online as Bowel Babe, 

at her family home in Surrey to 
hand over the honour for her “tire-
less campaigning” to raise aware-
ness of  bowel cancer.

Dame Deborah posted pictures 
of  William with herself  and her 
family on Instagram and said the 
visit gave her family “so much to 
smile about in the sadness”.

Prince William booed by Wembly 
crowd at FA Cup final

Putin’s troops ‘withdrawing from Kharkiv’ 
amid grinding battle for Ukraine’s east

R
ussian troops are with-
drawing from Ukraine’s 
second-largest city after 

weeks of  heavy bombardment, the 
Ukrainian military has said as the 
two sides engage in a grinding bat-
tle for the country’s east.

Ukraine’s general staff  said the 
Russians were pulling back from 
the north-eastern city of  Kharkiv 
and focusing on guarding supply 
routes, while launching mortar, 
artillery and air strikes in the east-
ern Donetsk region to “deplete 
Ukrainian forces and destroy for-
tifications”.

Defence minister Oleksii 
Reznikov said Ukraine is “entering 
a new - long-term - phase of  the 
war”.

As the country’s top prosecutor 
put a Russian soldier on trial for 
war crimes, the first of  dozens that 
could face charges, President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said Ukrainians 
were doing their “maximum” to 
drive out the invaders and that the 

outcome of  the war would depend 
on support from Europe and other 
allies.

“No one today can predict how 
long this war will last,” he said in 
his nightly video address on Friday.

Russia’s offensive in Donbas, 
Ukraine’s eastern industrial heart-

land, appeared to be turning into 
a village-by-village, back-and-forth 
slog with no major breakthroughs 
on either side.

After failing to capture Kyiv, 
Ukraine’s capital, the Russian mil-
itary decided to concentrate on the 
Donbas, but its troops have strug-

gled to gain ground.
Mr. Zelensky said Ukraine’s 

forces had made progress, retaking 
six Ukrainian towns or villages in 
the past day. Western officials said 
Ukraine had driven Russian forces 
back around Kharkiv, which was a 
key target for Moscow’s troops.

Russian Forces Withdraw From Towns Around Kharkiv.

US and Southeast 
Asian nations avoid
Russia condemnation

A 
summit with Southeast 
Asian leaders organized 
and hosted by President 

Joe Biden concluded at the White 
House on Friday with a group 
statement that omitted any con-
demnation of  Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine.

The nations participating in the 
summit, called the Association of  
Southeast Asian Nations or ASE-
AN, issued a statement calling for 
the “immediate cessation of  hos-
tilities” in Ukraine. The countries 
said they “reaffirm our respect for 
sovereignty, political independ-
ence and territorial integrity.”

But the statement did not use 
the words “Russia,” “war” or “in-
vasion.” The Kremlin refuses to 
describe its invasion of  Ukraine as 
a war, instead calling it a “special 
military operation.” Tens of  thou-
sands of  soldiers and civilians have 
been killed, according to estimates 
by Ukrainian, U.S. and European 
officials, and Ukrainian cities have 
suffered widespread destruction 
from airstrikes as well as artillery 
and missile barrages.

Biden has sought to rally US 
allies in support of  Ukraine’s de-
fense, and has had success in Eu-
rope, where most NATO countries 
have supplied weaponry and other 
material to Kyiv’s forces.

But ASEAN’s membership in-
cludes nations that are warier of  
directly criticizing Russia. Indo-
nesia, which will host the Group 
of  20 summit later this year, has 
refused to exclude Vladimir Putin 
from the gathering and is instead 
extending invitations to both the 
Russian leader and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

Much of  the ASEAN summit 
was conducted behind closed 
doors, so it wasn’t clear to what 
extent the Ukraine portion of  the 
joint statement was debated. 

Biden aides didn’t expect the 
Southeast Asian nations to weigh 
in on Russia’s attack on a Euro-
pean nation -- and the US con-
sidered it a step forward that they 
called for a peaceful resolution 
and stressed Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity, a senior administration 
official said.

Leaders from Brunei, Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam 
arrived Thursday at the White 
House, which was hosting an 
ASEAN summit for the first time 
in the 55-year history of  the politi-
cal and economic alliance. 

Biden also said Friday that he 
will nominate Yohannes Abra-
ham, who serves as chief  of  staff  
and executive secretary at the Na-
tional Security Council, as US am-
bassador to ASEAN. The post has 
been vacant since January 2017, 
according to the Straits Times.



News

NUC withdraws ABSUTH’s medical courses’
accreditation over unpaid salaries

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he fear of  medical 
students of  Abia 
State University, 

Uturu over the withdraw-
al of  accreditation by 
the Nigerian Universities 
Commission (NUC) has 
been described as tempo-
rary setback by Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu.

This is even as students 
who are currently studying 
medicine in the school and 
JAMB candidates who in-
tending to study medical 
courses at the school, are 
praying for the withdrawn 
courses to be restored .

Also, several parents, 
whose children are stud-
ying medicine in the uni-
versity appealing for re-ac-
creditation of  their faculty 
to escape the rumoured 
plans by the medical  and 
dental council of  Nigeria 
(MDCN) to also  sanction 
the school.

The NUC had last week, 
withdrawn the accredita-
tion it gave to the univer-
sity, meaning that no fresh 
students would be admit-

ted to study medicine in 
the school until the school 
regains her accreditation.

However, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu in a release 
he made available to news-
men through his Chief  
Press Secretary, Onyebu-
chi Ememanka, assured 
the university community 
and the Abians in general 
that the problems which 
led to the withdrawal of  
medicine accreditation 
would be resolved within 
one month.

The release said, “The 
loss of  accreditation was 
solely as a result of  the 
closure of  Abia State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital 
where student doctors are 
trained and has nothing to 
do with the technical and 
professional competence 
of  neither the university 
nor the Teaching Hospi-
tal.”

“The withdrawal of  ac-
creditation affected only 
the medical school and 
not the Teaching Hospi-
tal. The implication of  this 
is, the faculty of  medicine 
of  the university cannot 
admit new students while 
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Presidency: Atiku seeks Imo PDP’s support

By Ikenna Orioha,
Grace Ofurum

T
he former Vice 
President of  Nige-
ria and 2023 PDP 

presidential aspirant, His 
Excellency, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubarkar, says the 2023 
general election will deter-
mine whether or not Nige-
ria will remain one indivis-
ible entity.

Atiku said the way and 
manner the APC led fed-
eral government is going 
about the 2023 general 
election is contrary, show-
ing that it is not ready to 
hold the election because 
President Mohammadu 
Buhari and APC want to 
remain in office.

He made the comment 
when he addressed Imo 
PDP delegates at the par-

ty’s secretariat Owerri on 
Sunday.

“The 2023 general elec-
tion will determine if  Ni-
geria will remain as one. 
Because APC led federal 
government is going con-
trary towards the 2023 
election. I will unify all 
parts of  Nigeria, restore se-
curity, restructure Nigeria 
to bring lasting peace and 
above all I will create jobs 
and empowerment oppor-
tunities to engage youths 
and women positively”.

He stated also that he 
will ensure the country is 
secured by addressing inse-
curity and restoring peace, 
this he Said will pave way 
for economic develop-
ment.

“We must diversify the 
economy, create jobs and 
industrialize the country” 

he stated
He stressed on the need 

for better education system 
as he frowned over the on-
going long ASUU strike 
which the federal govern-
ment has not done any-
thing tangible to end.  He 
maintained that he will en-
sure a better education sys-
tem that will not give room 
for incessant strike action 
by ASUU.

Some of  the party lead-
ers who took turns to speak 
assured Atiku of  their un-
alloyed support to him and 
their readiness to ensure he 
emerges victorious.

The former chairman of  
the party Barr Charles Eze-
kwem urged the presiden-
tial aspirant to give the Imo 
PDP a sense of  belonging 
and also thanked him for 
his support for Igbo presi-

Gov Uzodimma’s (left) was present during the submission of  Presidential expression of  Interest and nomination form of  the 
Senate President Ahmed Lawan (middle) on Friday together with former APC Chair and Yobe Governor Mai Bala Buni 
(right).

this situation subsists. This 
does not in any way affect 
students who are already 
studying at the faculty”, 
the State government ex-
plained.

Ememanka who point-
ed out that the Governor 
is highly committed to 
the taking ABSU medical 
school to enviable glob-
al height, explained that 
ABSUTH was visited by 
the NUC team at a time 

dential ambition because 
of  his promise to ensure an 
Igbo presidential candidate 
emerges after his tenure as 
president.

Dr Alex Obi a former 
BOT of  the party Urged 
Atiku to look into their in-
ternal challenges especially 
the list of  the National del-
egate the which he alleged-
ly is been subject to manip-
ulation and further assured 
of  the party support to en-
sure he emerges victorious.

While thanking the party 
for welcoming him, Atiku 
urged the delegates to see 
positive reasons in him and 
vote for him during the 
primaries to enable him 
emerge as PDP candidate, 
saying he will not disap-
point the party if  he be-
comes president of  Nigeria 
in 2023.

the school was still closed 
down by teaching staff  
over issues of  non-pay-
ment of  their salaries.

 “The hospital was 
closed as a result of  issues 
of  arrears of  salaries of  
workers. The NUC team 
visited a time the hospital 
was closed down.”

According to him, Ik-
peazu was able to under-
stand the whole reason for 
the NUC hammer after he 
held a closed door meet-
ing with some selected 
medical professionals on 
the matter, assuring that 
Ikpeazu has promised to 

release the necessary funds 
within month , to remedy 
the situation.

Additionally, the Gov-
ernor assured that hence-
forth, the salaries of  the 
affected workers in the 
medical school would be 
paid as when due while 
the matter is to be resolved 
within one month.

But reacting to the with-
drawal of  accreditation, 
the Chairman of  Nigeri-
an Medical Association 
(NMA), Abia State Chap-
ter, Dr Chimezie Ok-
wuonu blamed the with-
drawal on non-payment of  

about 25-months salaries 
to resident doctors and 
some consultant doctors.

Dr Okwuonu lamented 
that the Abia State Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital 
was on strike cumulatively 
for 18 months because of  
non-payment of  workers’ 
salaries and other unat-
tended welfare packages.

He regretted that with 
the withdrawal, no new 
students would be admit-
ted into ABSU to study 
medicine and surgery un-
less the accreditation is re-
stored.

Another Bishop joins Abia guber race
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he General Over-
seer of  Bible Faith 
General Assem-

bly International, Bishop 
Emeka Nwankpa has for-
mally declared for Abia 
governorship race.

This is coming after a 
Methodist Bishop; Sun-
day Onuoha joined the 
African Democratic Al-
liance (ADC) to vie for 
Abia State governorship 
election.

Nwankpa declared on 
Friday at Umuahia, to run 
on the platform of  Accord 
Party in an event attended 
by tumultuous crowd of  
his supporters.

In his speech at the 
event, Bishop Nwankpa 
said he was sent by God 
to rescue Abia State from 
years of  failed leadership 
and underdevelopment.

He expressed disap-
pointment with the State 
infrastructure in Abia, 
which he said has col-
lapsed, despite huge re-
sources the State generates 
internally and externally.

The Philanthropist who 
faulted the poor manage-
ment and utilisation of  

major markets in Aba and 
Umuahia, promised to 
block all revenue leakages 
in the State if  elected.

Bishop Nwankpa during 
his declaration also won-
dered why civil servants 
in Abia are being owed 
months of  unpaid wages, 
even as he sympathised 
with pensioners for the 
poor treatment they were 
allegedly being subjected 
to, by the Abia State gov-
ernment.

He recalled how his phil-
anthropic activities around 
the country has spanned 
17 years running, but un-
fortunately, Abia had re-
mained stagnant after  30 
years of  creation.

Quality education, func-
tional health system and 
total development of  rural 
communities also featured 
among Bishop Nwankpa’s 
manifestoes.

He announced that God 
has mandated him to wipe 
the tears of  Abians, hence 
his declaration.

He urged Abians to 
make him their Governor 
in 2023, while describing 
Accord Party as the right 
platform to actualise his 
mandate.

... Parents, students, JAMB candidates panic

.... Unpaid salaries to be cleared - Abia Govt

... Says 2023 election will determine Nigeria’s existence



he Centre for Basic TSpace Science and 
Astronomy, Nsukka, 

Enugu State has aler ted 
members of  the public about 
the first total lunar eclipse for 
the year 2022 which is expected 
to occur globally on the early 
morning hours of  May 16, this 
year.                                

As part of  public outreach 
activities scheduled to educate 
students, researchers and the 
general public on this rare 
astronomical phenomenon, the 
C e n t r e  D i r e c t o r ,  D r .  
Bonaventure Okere stated that 
this first lunar eclipse of  the 
year 2022 will be visible from 
across all the nooks and 
crannies of  Nigeria, as well as in 
many other countries of  Africa, 
North and South America, 
Europe and some parts of  Asia

Dr Okere further said that 
the lunar eclipses had remained 
one of  the most interesting 
a s t r o n o m i c a l  
events/phenomena for sky-
watchers globally over the 
years. 

The natural phenomenon 

according to him occurs when 
the Earth blocks the Sun's light, 
which otherwise would have 
struck and reflect off  the moon's 
surface. In other words, the 
m o o n  p a s s e s  i n t o  t h e  
umbra/deep shadow of  the 
Earth. 

"When this happens, the 
short wavelength light from our 
planet is scattered/absorbed 
w h i l e  l i g h t  o f  l o n g e r  
wavelength (red colour) is 
refracted around the edges of  
the atmosphere, while falling 
upon the moon's surface, 
thereby turning the moon 
reddish in colour (the Blood 
Moon). 

However, he affirmed, l 
"there is no need for Nigerians 
to panic over this natural 
phenomenon because there is 
actually no blood on the moon. 
Explicitly, he noted that the 
reddish colour of  the moon is as 
a result of  the physical 
processes that take place within 
the atmosphere of  the moon. 

"These processes are akin to 
the atmospheric scattering and 
absorption of  different colours 
(short wavelength) of  white 
light from the Sun with the 

exception of  the red colour 
(long wavelength) during 
Sunset in our evening sky 
(which makes the Sun to appear 
reddish during sunset in the 
evening sky). 

Again, he noted, “there are 
three types of  lunar eclipse in 
nature: Total, Partial and 
Penumbral lunar eclipse. 
However, the most dramatic of  
them all is the Total Lunar 
Eclipse, in which the Earth's 
shadow completely covers the 
moon, making the moon to 
appear bright red in the night 
sky during the time of  totality 
(maximum eclipse). 

According to him, "For 
ages, total lunar eclipse has 
inspired awe and/or even 
creates fear especially whenever 
the moon turns blood-red 
during the time of  maximum 
eclipse. This reddish colour of  
the moon though harmless, 
terrifies people especially those 
who has no understanding of  
what causes it; making some 
people to erroneously blame 
one particular god or their 
fellow human being for these 
natural phenomenon which is 
wrongly regarded as a bad 

omen in some societies.
"Quite unlike the Total 

Solar Eclipse (Eclipse of  the 
Sun) which requires a special 
glass (solar filter) for its 
observation, he further noted 
that we do not need any special 
eye shield for lunar eclipse 
observation. By implication, 
Nigerians can observe this rare 
astronomical phenomenon 
from the comfort of  their 
homes at the right time; given 
favourable weather condition at 
any particular location.

Most importantly, Dr. 
Okere also noted that this first 
eclipse of  the moon for the year 
2022 will begin in Nigeria 
during the early morning hour 
of  May 16, 2022 at 02:32AM 
(Niger ian Time)  with a  
Penumbral Eclipse (during 
which the Earth's penumbra 
starts touching the Moon's face) 
and ends with Penumbral 
Eclipse at 07:50AM (Nigerian 
Time) with the moon below the 
horizon (moonset is at about 
06:35AM). 

"In all, the eclipse will take 
p lace  over  a  per iod  o f  
5hrs :18min (02:32AM – 
07:50AM), with maximum 

eclipse occurring at 05:11AM 
(moon is closest to the centre of  
the Earth's shadow)

The  Direc tor  fur ther  
m a i n t a i n e d ,  " w i t h o u t  
good/hospitable weather 
conditions, it will be impossible 
for Nigerians to observe and 
appreciate this great gift of  
nature to mankind within the 
month of  May 2022. 

"In the light of  the above, it 
is important to note that the 
weather forecast for major cities 
in Nigeria on the early hours of  
May 16, 2022 showed that most 
States in Southern as well as the 
Middle-belt region of  Nigeria 
will experience scattered cloud 
and heavy cloud-cover during 
this period of  total lunar 
eclipse; with most state in 
North-east and North-western 
region of  Nigeria having very 
clear and favourable night sky 
for lunar eclipse observation. 

"The weather will be 
hospitable at our individual 
locations for us to perfectly 
catch a glimpse of  this rare 
astronomical event that nature 
has to offer on that day, he 
concluded.
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Lunar eclipse, 'The Blood Moon'
occurs Monday  - CBSS Nsukka

From Chuma Austin,
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 Coali t ion of  Civi l 

ASociety organizations in 
Enugu State, has called 

on the Inspector General of  
police (IGP), Baba Akali and 
Minister of  State for Health, Dr. 
Olorunnimbe Mamora, to carry 
out thorough investigation on 
alleged abuse of  office, corrupt 
practices, nepotism and tribalism 
by the Medical Director, Federal 
Neuropsychiat r ic  hospi ta l 
Enugu, Dr. Monday Nwite Igwe 
in the institution.

The group also accused the 
Director of  complexity in the 
administration of  the federal 
government owned hospital, 
alleging that impunity had been 
his watch word, a development 
they said has led to a system 
failure in the institution.

The group further alleged 
that Dr. Igwe has converted the 
federal government hospital into 
a  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d 
abandoning the Civil Service 
rules.

The organizations in a 
petition addressed to the IGP, 
and the Minister, and made 
available African Examiner, 
stressed the need for urgent 
investigation of  the allegations 
leveled against Dr. Igwe so as to 
save the hospital from imminent 
crisis.

“While it will be seen that 
peace has gradually returned at 
the Federal Neuropsychiatric 
Hospital, Enugu, fresh crisis 
looms at the hospital over abuse 
of  office, corrupt practices, 
n e p o t i s m ,  t r i b a l i s m  a n d 
manifestation of  obvious acts of  
a power drunk man by the 
Medical Director of  the hospital, 
Dr Monday Nwite Igwe.

A d d r e s s i n g  n e w s m e n 
yesterday on the petition, leader 
of  the group, Comrade Igboke 
Onyebuchi alleged that Dr 
Monday Nwite Igwe has been 
acting with impunity, gross 
violation of  all civil service rules 
and constitution.

His words:
” He boasted that he has over 

powered the Ministry of  Health, 
has hand-twisted the board since 
he is their pay master hence does 
not obey the board decisions and 
resolutions, as well as the fact 
that two of  his brothers, one a 
General in the Nigeria Army and 
another a seasoned lawyer are 
there to give him the desired 
protection.

“He also boasted that the 

power that be who installed 
him as the medical director 
despite coming third on the list 
of  people that are qualified for 
the position will definitely 
protect him in event of  his 
conduct in the hospital.

“Actually, Dr.Monday 
Nwite Igwe came third during 
the process of  selection of  a 
new medical director for the 
hospital but the Ministry of  
Health presumed him a neutral 
person having come from Alex 
Ekwueme University Teaching 
Hospital, Abakaliki but the 
reverse is the case as he is a 
product of  the cabals in the 
hospital, having been trained 
by the said cabals that have 
wreaked havoc for the past 
eight years in the hospital.

“He was  t ra ined and 
supervised by the said cabals, 
hence he is now acting their 
scripts in the hospital. He is not 
in control of  the hospital, lacks 
administrative/managerial 
experience and the hospital is 
now a ticking time bomb. The 
Medical Director Dr Monday 
Igwe instead of  uniting and 
reconciling staff  of  the hospital 
which was the primary purpose 
of  appointing him as the MD, 
despite the fact that he came 
third during the selection 

exercise,  because he was 
assumed to be a neutral person 
is rather planting seeds of  
discord and divisions among 
the staff.

“Dr. Monday Nwite Igwe 
is not experienced as he was 
brought from the University 
w i t h o u t  a c q u i r i n g  a n y 
a d m i n i s t r a t i ve / h o s p i t a l 
management experience.

“ T o  e x p o s e  t h e 
aforementioned acts, we begin 
as follow: Refusal to reinstate 
the substantive Principal and 
the substantive Vice Principal 
of  the School of  Post Basic 
Mental Health Nursing of  the 
hospital  Mrs Ruth Buzo-
Maduka and Mr Afam Ndu 
respectively after the Medical 
Director and cabals have 
suspended the duo on two 
different occasions without 
success as the said suspensions 
were reversed by the Federal 
Ministry of  Health and the 
board for lack of  merit.

“The Medical Director and 
the cabals again conspired and 
implicated them in a trump 
allegation of  murder but the 
duo were later discharged and 
acquitted by the court.

This is in gross violation of  
the provision of  the Public 
Service Rules No. 030404 (iii) 

w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e 
immediate reinstatement and 
payment of  all the emoluments 
having been discharged and 
acquitted by the court.

“All these are because the 
Principal and Vice principal 
openly condemned the action 
of  Mrs Stella Achara who is the 
former secretary to the former 
Medical Director Dr Jojo 
Onwukwe.

“ S h e  h a s  b e e n  l o n g 
convicted by the court over the 
allegation of  a N15m job scam 
in the hospital. Based on the 
above, the former Medical 
Director Dr Jojo Onwukwe 
and his personal assistant Dr 
Andrew Orowingho who is 
also his son in-law vowed to 
remove the duo from the 
hospital for daring them.

“Now the new Medical 
Director Dr Monday Nwite 
Igwe who was their student and 
supervisor is now acting the 
script of  his former supervisor 
Dr Jojo Onwukwe and the 
cabals who have held the 
hospital hostage for the past 
eight years.

“To further punish the 
Principal and the Vice against 
the will of  the court, after the 
court discharged and acquitted 
t h e  P r i n c i p a l  a n d  V i c e 

Principal in July 2021, it took 
the Medical Director a period 
of  eight months before he 
began to pay the duo their 
salary in February 2022.

“ U p  t i l l  n o w,  t h e i r 
outstanding ar rears  have 
remained unpaid and all these 
are in gross violation of  Public 
Service Rules No 030404 (iii) 
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e 
immediate reinstatement and 
p a y m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e i r 
emoluments. This is a clear 
case of  victimization.

“Having removed the 
substantive Principal of  the 
s c h o o l  M r s  Ru t h  B u z o -
Maduka, the Medical Director 
went on to further punish her 
b y  p o s t i n g  h e r  t o  t h e 
ward/clinical area to work 
under a nursing staff  Mrs Susan 
Agi who is four years her junior 
in ranking.

“ M r s  S u s a n  A g i  i s 
currently the Head of  Nursing 
Services and also sister to the 
Medical Director. This also is 
in gross violation of  Public 
Service Rules No 020106 
which provides for seniority in 
service.

“Dr Monday Nwite Igwe is 
in gross violation of  the Public 
Service Rules No. 020601 
which stipulates that in the 
absence of  the substantive 
principal and vice principal, the 
most senior should take over in 
an acting capacity pending the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e 
substantive issue rather, Dr 
Igwe pulled his wife Mrs 
Chinonye Igwe from the 
ward/clinical area of  Alex 
Ekwueme University Teaching 
Hospi ta l ,  Abaka l ik i  and 
appointed her the substantive 
vice principal irrespective of  
the fact that she is not qualified 
for this position. It is also 
alleged that Mrs. Chinonye 
Igwe rarely comes to work.

“The Medical Director Dr 
Monday Nwite Igwe in his 
desperation to make his wife 
the substantive principal of  the 
school in the next two years has 
introduced a two year tenure 
ship in the headship of  the 
s c h o o l  w h i c h  i s  a  c l e a r 
contravention of  the Head of  
Service of  the Federation 
c i r c u l a r  n u m b e r 
HCSF/428/S.1/139 dated 
20/6/2016 abolishing tenure 
ship in the civil service of  the 
federation.

Coalition group petitions IGP, Minister, over
allegation of corruption against Enugu Fed.
Neuropsychiatric Medical Director, calls for probe 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

Alkali

Continues on Pg. 11
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“I t  i s  a l l eged  tha t  Dr 
Monday Nwite Igwe collected 
N3,000.000:00 (three million 
naira) from one Mrs Stella 
Oyeamaka Agbo to make her the 
substantive principal.

"This, notwithstanding the 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s a i d  S t e l l a 
O y e a m a k a  A g b o  i s 
hierarchically a junior to and also 
a student of  both Mrs Ruth Buzo-
Maduka and Mr Afam Ndu.” It 
is also alleged that the MD's wife 
Mrs Chinonye Igwe is the de 
facto principal. She executes all 
the contracts and undertakes all 
the supplies to the school, the 
more reason Dr Monday Nwite 
Igwe, the Medical Director does 
n o t  wa n t  t h e  s u b s t a n t ive 
principal and vice back to their 
positions.

“Prior to the installation of  
Mrs Stella Oyeamaka Agbo, it 
was alleged that Dr Monday 
Igwe collected the sum of  N3m 
from one Mr Alphonsus Mba 
and made him the substantive 
principal of  the school. However, 
Mr Mba retired from active 
service few months after his 
appointment.

“Under the watchful eyes of  
Dr Monday Nwite Igwe as the 
medical director, Mr Alphonsus 
Mba, Mrs Stella Oyeamaka 
Agbo and Mrs Chinonye Igwe, 
the sum of  N6m being students' 
school fees and other fees of  
2019/2020 se t  which was 
supposed to be paid through 
remittal was collected cash by 
t h e m  a n d  t h e  s a i d  s u m 
disappeared from the school 
account till date.

“This is a clear violation of  
t h e  Fe d e r a l  G ove r n m e n t 
regulation that made provision 
for payments of  all moneys via 
remittal.

“It was equally alleged that 
the said sums of  money were 
shared amongst themselves 
because no serious action or a 
report to any law enforcement 
a ge n c y  wa s  m a d e  b y  t h e 
management. The matter was 
swept under the carpet.

“Under the watchful eyes of  
Dr Monday Igwe as the medical 
director, Mrs Stella Oyeamaka 
Agbo, Mrs Chinonye Igwe and 
one Mr Princeton Osamor who is 
not a staff  of  the school, the sum 
of  N1.6m being amount meant 
for the registration of  the 2021 set 
of  students with the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council of  Nigeria 
disappeared leaving the students 
stranded.

“To offset this sum so as to 
achieve the registration, the 
students were levied again while 

the medical director on his part 
brought the sum of  N1m to 
a u g m e n t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ' 
contribution.

“Al l  these  f raudulent 
activities have not happened in 
the history of  the school and 
this is one of  the reasons the 
Medical Director Dr Monday 
Nwite Igwe does not want the 
substantive principal and vice 
back to their positions.

“Mr Alphonsus Mba who 
is one of  those alleged to have 
bought the position of  the 
substantive principal of  the 
school from the Medical 
Director Dr Monday Igwe is a 
stooge and long-time friend of  
the Medical Director. He, Mr 
Alphonsus Mba is alleged to be 
impersonating someone as his 
real name is Mr Gregory Agbo 
from NCHATANCHA NIKE.

“His wife bears Agbo and 
all his children bear Agbo as 
their last name. Everyone from 
Nchatancha Nike can attest to 
the above fact.

“A l p h o n s u s  M b a  i s 
actually the name of  his elder 
sister's husband. He assumed 
the name Alphonsus Mbah to 
enable him acquire and utilize 
his brother in-law's West 
African Examination Council 
(WAEC) certificate for further 
studies and career progression 
as his O'Level result was 
deficient then.

“ T h e  a c t i o n  o f  M r 
Alphonsus Mba amounts to 
impersonation of  the highest 
order. The Medical Director 
knows about this but decided to 
remain silent on the issue.

“The Medical Director, Dr 

Monday Nwite Igwe while 
trying to sack the principal and 
vice principal of  the school 
s e c r e t l y  e m p l o ye d  ove r 
hundred staff  into the hospital 
especially people from Ebonyi 
State, his home state without 
adver tis ing so as to give 
everybody equal opportunity.

“This is in gross violation 

o f  the  ex tan t  r u le s  tha t 
stipulates that jobs must be 
advertised before employment. 
There is equally an allegation 
that people paid the sum of  one 
million naira each before being 
employed into the hospital.

“The names of  some of  
those secretly employed by the 
Medical Director without 

advertising are: 1.Chidi Ugwu 
2 . O s c a r  ( h i s  p e r s o n a l 
assistant), 3. Onyekuba etc.

T h o s e  s t a f f  s e c r e t l y 
employed by the Medical 
Director was secretly captured 
by IPPIS at Nondon Hotel and 
were paid three month salaries 
upfront  without  working 
thereby short-changing the 
Federal Government.

“Most of  them have long 
stopped coming to work and 
some were alleged to have been 
e m p l o y e d  w i t h  f a k e 
certificates.

“It is alleged that two 
major contracts in the hospital 
were not advertised; in other 
words, it did not follow due 
process and it is also alleged 
that the Medical Director is 
doing both contracts by proxy, 
among other allegations.

“Our prayer: Dr Monday 
Nwite Igwe (the Medical 
Director) should be asked to 
s te p  as ide  for  fu l l  s ca le 
investigations to avert looming 
i n d u s t r i a l  u n r e s t  i n  t h e 
hospital. When contacted on 
phone, Dr. Igwe said, “I don't 
have a copy of  the document of  
what you are asking me, except 
you will get me a copy after 
Church Service tomorrow"

...over allegation of  corruption against Enugu Fed.
Neuropsychiatric Medical Director, calls for probe 

This is a clear violation of  the Federal 
Government regulation that made 

provision for payments of  all moneys 
via remittal.

It was equally alleged that the said 
sums of  money were shared amongst 

themselves because no serious action or 
a report to any law enforcement agency 

was made by the management. The 
matter was swept under the carpet.

“

Mamora

Continued from Pg. 10



News  

T
he proscribed In-
digenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) says it 

will enforce a sit-at-home 
order on May 18 and 26 
across south-east. 

In a statement signed by 
Emma Powerful, its media 
and publicity secretary, 
IPOB said it will use the 
two dates to show solidari-
ty for Kanu who is expect-
ed to appear in court.

“To this end therefore 
the only sit-at-home order 
emanating and announced 
by IPOB leadership are 
the 18th and 26th of  
May, 2022 being the dates 
our leader Mazi Nnam-
di KANU will appear in 
court. The IPOB leader-
ship is very strategic in its 
actions and directives to 
the Biafran people know-
ing full well that our ene-
mies are desperate to scut-
tle this heaven ordained 
freedom movement,” the 
statement reads.

Kanu was rearrested in 
June 2021 following his ex-
tradition to Nigeria.  Since 
then, he has been facing 15 
counts of  charges border-
ing on ‘terrorism’.

Powerful said any other 

IPOB orders sit-at-home in S/East 
on May 18, 26

dates other than the two 
are the “handwork of  Ni-
geria paid agents” which 
he urged their global move-
ment to “totally ignore”.

“The attention of  the 
global movement and fami-
ly of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) ably led 
by our great leader Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu has been 
drawn to a purported voice 
note ordering Biafrans and 
residents of  Biafraland to 
sit at home on a date oth-
er than May 18th. This is 
the handwork of  Nigeria 
paid agents and should be 
ignored,” the statement 
added.

 “IPOB is not a face-
less movement and does 
not announce its activities 
through voice messag-
es. Biafrans must be very 
much on alert because 
the Nigerian government 
working through its secu-
rity agencies the DSS and 
the BBC is trying so hard 
to create confusion in our 
land in its attempt to set Bi-
arrans against themselves 
and scuttle our struggle for 
liberation. 

But we assure them that 
Biafrans know their plans 

Governor Uzodimma with APC stalwarts when the Senate President, Ahmed Lawal purchased his presidential form in Abuja.

and will not fall for their 
evil agenda.”  

“Like Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu said, if  you did not 
hear it on radio Biafra then 
it is not from IPOB. IPOB 
announce its activities and 
events only through official 
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channels which are (i) Ra-
dio Biafra (ii) Press State-
ment from Emma Power-
ful (office of  IPOB Media 
and Publicity Secretary) 
and (iii) Memo from the 
Office of  IPOB Head of  
Directorate.”

Health, well-being of Anambra
residents remain topmost priorities
of my administration - Soludo 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

G
overnor Chukwu-
ma Soludo of  An-
ambra State has 

said Health and well-be-
ing of  people living with-
in the state irrespective 
of  Tribe, Ethnic and Reli-
gion affiliations, remains 
topmost priorities of  his 
administration.

Soludo, disclosed this 
while officially commis-
sioning a private health 
facility, Dame Irene Me-
morial Hospital, Oraifite, 
in Ekwusigo local govern-
ment area of  the state.

It was gathered that 
the hospital, built by Sir 
Emeka Okwuosa Foun-
dation in partnership with 
VOOM Foundation USA, 
was to further improve 
healthcare delivery in the 
Oraifite community, the 
State and Nigeria as a 
whole.

Speaking during the 
ceremony, the governor, 
who was represented by 
his Deputy, Mr. Onyeka-
chukwu Ibezim, said that 
the health and wellbeing 
of  the people of  the state 

would remain one of  the 
topmost priorities of  his 
government.

He said that the main 
thrust of  his administra-
tion is to ensure good 
healthcare facilities for 
the indigenes and non-in-
digenes alikes, part of  
which Sir Emeka Okwuo-
sa Foundation in collabo-
ration with VOOM Foun-
dation USA, has humanly 
ventured into because of  
their passion to alleviate 
the healthcare situation of  
the underprivilledge Nige-
rians.

According to the gover-
nor, a healthy nation is a 
wealthy one and against 
that backdrop, his govern-
ment was committed to 
ensuring that public health 
facilities in the state were 
adequately catered for.

He congratulated the 
people of  Ekwusigo lo-
cal government over the 
establishment of  the hos-
pital, saying that he was 
particularly happy that 
it would aid the govern-
ment’s resolve to minimise 
the stress of  rural dwellers 
leaving for urban areas for 

medical attention amidst 
insecurity.

The governor pledged 
his support for the hospital 
in the areas of  manpower 
and adequate security in 
and around the facility.

In his welcome address, 
the Founder and Chair-
man of  Sir Emeka Ok-
wuosa Foundation, Engr. 
Emeka Okwuosa, said 
the Dame Irene Memorial 
Hospital was a demonstra-
tion of  his service to hu-
manity and giving back to 
the society.

According to him, “It 
would be better to affect 
and touch lives of  people 
through people-oriented 
positive interventions in 
areas of  soceital needs, 
than amassing wealth in 
aggrandisement which 
was all vanity.

 “This will also arrest the 
syndrome of  patients pat-
ronising quack doctors as 
a result of  lack of  money 
to access proper diagnosis 
and treatment.” Okwuosa, 
who mortalised the hos-
pital after his late mother, 
said, “In the rural areas, a 
sick person may refuse to 

go to the hospital because 
of  money he/she cannot 
afford. We have taken cog-
nizance of  the high rate of  
health charges in most pri-
vate hospitals in Nigeria. 
So, this will serve as alter-
native. Here we are giv-
ing opportunity for every 
Nigerians, the Yorubas, 
Igbos, Hausa and other 
Tribes in the country, in 
respective of  Religion and 
Language, to access quali-
ty health services without 
restraint.

“Our nurses and doctors 
are under instruction not 
to reject any patient on 
account of  money but to 
save life first. He disclosed 
that in full operation, the 
Dame Irene Okwuosa Me-
morial Hospital will create 
more than 100 full-time 
paid jobs, support over 
500 businesses and fami-
lies and provide healthcare 
to an estimated 3,000 plus 
patients yearly.

Representatives of  
VOOM Foundation, Gov-
ernment functionaries, 
traditional rulers, includ-
ing Obi of  Onitsha, Igwe 
Alfred Achebe, the host 
community Monarch, 
Igwe Daniel Odorji, Cler-
gies and people from all 
walks of  life and indigenes 
of  Ekwusigo Local Gov-
ernment area, graced the 
humanitarian event.

Drama as police lifts Rivers 
PDP guber aspirant, Farah
Dagogo, shoulder high into 
court premises 
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

T
here was mild drama 
at the premises of  
the Rivers State high 

court as embattled Peoples 
Democratic Party Gover-
norship aspirant in Rivers 
State, Honourable Farah 
Dagogo was on Friday car-
ried into the court room on 
the shoulders of  four police-
men and wrapped in cloth.

Farah who is a member 
of  the House of  Representa-
tives is being accused by the 
state government of  spon-
soring cultists to disrupt a 
PDP screening in Port Har-
court was hospitalized as 
a result of  an undisclosed 
ailment. 

The federal high court had 
on Thursday granted the 
lawmaker bail and directed 
the state government not to 
prevent him from participat-
ing in his party screening. 
But the state government 
today whisked him into the 
state high court. Journalists 
and his lawyer were also pre-
vented from witnessing any 
proceeding in the court.

The High court has in the 
main time reminded Farah 
Dagogo at the Port Har-
court Correctional Center.

Trial Judge, Justice Chin-
wendu Nworgu gave the di-
rective following the inabili-
ty of  DAGOGO to take his 
plea as a result of  his health 
condition.

Justice Nworgu before 
adjourning till 16th of  May, 
2022 for plea, directed that 
he should be attended to by 
his personal physician to en-
able him take his plea on the 
next adjourned date.

News echo reports that 
Farah Dagogo was carried 
out of  the court room with 
a stretcher into a police am-
bulance after been remand-
ed to the correctional centre.

Addressing newsmen out-
side the courtroom, the state 
prosecution Counsel, Chidi 
Ekeh denied any knowledge 
that a federal high court 
had granted him bail. He 
explained that the Federal 
high court do not have right 
to trial a case against the 
state.

Earlier, Counsel to Farah 
Dagogo, Innocent Ekwu 
threatened to sue Nigerian 
Police for failing to release 
his client who was granted 
bail by Federal High Court. 

Farah Dagogo



News Feature

Get Abia Right Group declares 3 Abia
legislators unfit to seek re-election
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Get Abia Right 
Group (GARG) on 
Saturday declared the 
members representing 

Arochukwu, Ukwa West, Ukwa 
East and Aba Central State Con-
stituencies unfit to seek re-election 
adding that the four legislators 
have failed woefully in both their 
legislative and oversight functions. 
News Echo reports that the affected 
legislators include members repre-
senting Arochukwu State Constit-
uency (Mike Ukoha), Ukwa East 
(Paul Taribo), Ukwa West State 
Constituency (Godwin Adiele) 
and Aba Central (Abraham Oba). 

The group which said its man-
date is to ensure that the people of  
Abia State do not repeat the past 
mistakes of  voting terrible leaders 
into office, stressed it will begin 
a serious sensitization process 
next week to ensure that the State 
House of  Assembly gets the need-
ed serious changes in member-
ship. GARG in a statement made 
available to News Echo in Aba 
on Saturday further warned all 
political parties that wish to win 
election into the state House of  
Assembly to avoid presenting un-
popular serving members of  the 
state assembly that have already 
failed in their initial assignments 
as legislators. 

The statement was signed by 
Uchenna Maxwell Adiele-Chair-
man, Ukah Joseph Kalu-Vice 
Chairman and Okechukwu 
Raymond Ukaeje-Secretary and 
made available to our correspond-
ent in Aba.

GARG urged further delegates 
who will be voting during the pri-
maries to focus on giving Abians 
candidates they can vote for to 
avoid being deceived into voting 
for people who have no business 
going into politics. 

“We’re saying this because no 
matter the name of  the party and 
how popular it may be, any par-
ty that gives Abians a man or a 
woman within 60s or above for 
the House of  Assembly has al-
ready begun the process of  their 
failure. 

“Our House of  Assembly must 
be fixed come 2023. Fixing it is 
not about renovating the build-
ings. We’re going to stop all rick-
ety politicians who have nothing 
to offer from returning to our leg-
islative seat or stopping those who 
have nothing to offer from coming 
close to the assembly.” 

The group that in the coming 
days, it will start exposing anyone 
among the current House of  As-
sembly members that have failed 
and want to be re-elected to con-
tinue their existing failures from 
Abia North, Abia South and Abia 

Central, advising such people to 
kindly respect themselves now be-
cause they will be made to show 
their achievements so far. GARG 
said that the open declaration of  
the failure of  the Arochukwu 
State 

Constituency Legislator and his 
colleagues in Ukwa East, Ukwa 
West and Aba Central State Con-
stituency does not mean that the 
rest of  the legislators in the state 
have performed wonderfully well. 

“However, in the case of  Aro-
chukwu where the sitting mem-
ber has boasted in public places 
about how he gave money to the 
leadership of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Abia State 
to clear his path for the primary 
election.”Our investigation has 
also shown that the same House 
Member is boasting of  how he’ll 
use money (N500, 000 each) to 
attract delegates’ votes to make 
him win primaries and return and 
continue his failure for another 
four years. 

“All his boastful statements 
about connection with the lead-
ership of  APC in Abia State are 
known to us and we shall see if  
APC leaders, and delegates are 
enough to make him win the main 
election in Arochukwu. “Since he 
believes that all he needs is his 
money and with his money, the 
coast is clear, we wish to remind 
him that all Arochukwu people 
are not members of  the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).

“So when he gets the ticket of  
the APC through his connection 
to APC leadership and bribing of  
the delegates, we’ll mobilize all 

GARG members in Arochukwu 
to vote against him and his party, 
the APC. “He can bribe the APC 
delegates as he has boasted but 
will he bribe the entire Arochuk-
wu electorates to get their votes?  
GARG said that its monitoring 
team is all over the 17 local gov-
ernments watching and listening 
to all manner of  political state-
ments people have been making, 
but derives its only solace is in the 
new electoral law.  

According to them, “With the 
new electoral law, there will be no 
manipulations. Any political par-
ty that gives its ticket to unpopular 
failures like the person represent-
ing Arochukwu State Constitu-
ency, Ukwa East and West State 
Constituency and Aba Central 
state Constituency has failed al-
ready. 

“GARG will be on the ground 
to make 2023 a positively memo-
rable election in Abia and our first 
mission is to ensure that political 
parties filled candidates, not above 
45 years of  age for our state con-
stituencies. 

We’re moving towards creating 
new sets of  leaders for Abia.” The 
group said its sponsors are Abia 
people in the diaspora who wants 

better governance and that it be-
gan its tour of  all the state con-
stituencies last month.  “We’ve 
concluded with all the state con-
stituencies in Abia South Senato-
rial Zone and we just began with 
Abia North starting with Aro-
chukwu and Ohafia.

 “In Abia South, we’re calling 
on the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) never to contemplate re-
turning the three legislators repre-
senting Ukwa East, West and Aba 
Central or even elevate them to 
any other positions. They’re fail-
ures personified. 

“In Abia North which we just 
began, we’re highly disappoint-
ed with the member representing 
Arochukwu State Constituency. 
The failure there is obvious from 
his inability to even contribute to 
the House down to complete fail-
ure in the Constituency. 

“We, therefore, call on his party 
the APC, which he recently joined 
from APGA to forget about Aro-
chukwu should he take the flag of  
the party. We must end the old era 
of  money politics come 2023.”

Speaking further, they said , 
“That’s unacceptable. No more 
in our Abia shall we tolerate such. 
In a week, we will conclude Abia 

North and then move to Abia 
Central to examine all the mem-
bers of  the House of  Assembly 
there. 

“Meanwhile, Abians should 
also await our reports on the re-
maining state Constituencies in 
Abia North. This Press Statement 
summarises that we need young, 
vibrant and grassroots men and 
women in our state constituen-
cies, not tired people with zero 
sense of  innovative leadership. 

“Therefore, any political par-
ty presenting people within the 
reach of  60 or already at 60 will 
be doing itself  a disservice. We 
urge political parties not to create 
any rancor within their parties. 

“They should consider if  there’s 
any arrangement in zoning agree-
ment be it gentleman agreement 
or written agreement and try to 
abide by such agreement.

“On a more serious note, we’re 
saying that the members repre-
senting Arochukwu State Constit-
uency (Mike Ukoha), Ukwa East 
(Paul Taribo) and Ukwa West 
State Constituency (Godwin Adi-
ele) and Aba Central (Abraham 
Oba) have all failed themselves, 
their parties and their people.”

... Demands total change in Abia House of  Assembly

Gov.  Okezie Ikpeazu

GARG will be on the 
ground to make 2023 a
 positively memorable 

election in Abia and our
 first mission is to

 ensure that political
 parties filled candidates,
 not above 45 years of age 
for our state constituen-
cies.  We’re moving to-
wards creating new sets 

of leaders for Abia.” 
The group said its spon-
sors are Abia people in 
the diaspora who wants 
better governance and 
that it began its tour of 
all the state constituen-
cies last month.  “We’ve 
concluded with all the 
state constituencies in 
Abia South Senatorial 
Zone and we just began 
with Abia North start-
ing with Arochukwu and 

Ohafia

“



News Analysis

Alleged Blasphemy: Tears flow freely as 
Deborah Samuel Yakubu is buried
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T
he remains of  Deborah 
Yakubu, a 200-level Home 
Economics student of  She-
hu Shagari College of  Ed-

ucation, Sokoto, who was stoned to 
death and burnt last Thursday over 
alleged blasphemy, have been bur-
ied.

She was buried in her home-
town,Tunga Magajiya, in Rijau lo-
cal government area of  Niger State 
on Saturday.  Governor Aminu Wa-
ziri Tambuwal of  Sokoto State, on 
Saturday afternoon, declared a 24-
hour curfew in Sokoto metropolis 
after protest had rocked the city.

According to a post on the veri-
fied Facebook page of  the Sokoto 
State governor, the Special Adviser 
on Media and Publicity to the gov-
ernor, Muhammad Bello, said the 
decision was “in pursuance of  peace 
and order in Sokoto metropolis and 
the entire state.”

There was pandemonium and 
palpable fear in Sokoto metropo-
lis as protesters in their hundreds 
trooped into streets to express their 
displeasure over the detention of  
two suspects arrested by the Police 
over the killing of  Deborah Yaku-
bu, a 200-level Home Economics 
student of  Shehu Shagari College 
of  Education, Sokoto, over alleged 
blasphemy.

Major streets such as Ahmadu 
Bello Way, Kano Road, where banks 
are located and Emir Yahaya Road, 
are currently deserted with business 
places and shops closed.

The grouse of  the protesters, ac-
cording to a report by Leadership, 
was Sultan Abubakar’s condem-
nation of  the dastard killing of  late 
Deborah Yakubu.

Unperturbed with the presence 
of  security personnel in some stra-
tegic areas within the state capital, 
the protesters in their large numbers 
stormed Ahmadu Bello Way church 
line, where Catholic, Anglican, Bap-
tist, ECWA and C&S churches are 
located.

Attempts by the protesters to set 
the St. Mary Catholic Church ablaze 
was also resisted by armed security 
personnel drafted to the area, who 
fired several cannisters of  teargas to 
disperse the irate protesters.

The protesters, however, succeed-
ed in burning down a car around St. 
Mary Catholic Church. While Deb-
orah Yakubu may have been buried, 
there is concern from various quar-
ters over the attitude of  leaders to-
wards the dastardly act.

Joining in this call, a human rights 
activist and author, Comrade Paul 
Ikechukwu Njoku, has challenged 

the presidential aspirant of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, PDP, Peter 
Obi, amongst other aspirants across 
various political parties to collective-
ly condemn the killing of  Ms. Deb-
orah Yakubu, a female Christian 
student of  Shehu Shagari College of  
Education, Sokoto, who was mur-
dered for blasphemous allegation. 
It was also gathered that she said, 
“nonsense prophet” in one of  her 
voice notes shared in the WhatsApp 
group which led to her being brutal-
ly beaten to death and burnt thereaf-
ter by her fellow students on campus 
in Sokoto State.

 Reacting on the incident, activist 
Paul, who has initially condemned 
the killing and called for the arrest 
and prosecution of  the perpetrators, 
challenged Peter Obi and other pres-
idential aspirants of  the forthcoming 
2023 elections to collectively speak 
up in condemnation and demand 
justice for the murder of  the female 
student. The Christian Association 
of  Nigeria has called on all its mem-
bers to embark on a peaceful protest 
nationwide to demand justice for the 
slain Shehu Shagari College of  Edu-
cation student, Deborah Yakubu.

Yakubu was stoned by a mob and 
set ablaze for alleged blasphemy on 
Thursday afternoon. Her killing gen-
erated outrage among Nigerians.

In a statement signed by the Gen-
eral Secretary, Joseph Daramola, on 
Saturday, CAN President, Rev Dr 
Samson Ayokunle, directed all sec-
retariats to stage the protest on Sat-
urday, May 22, 2022.

The statement titled, ‘A Request 
for Nationwide Peaceful Protests, 
Calling for Justice for Deborah 
Yakubu’, urged Nigerians in the di-
aspora to also stage protests at Nige-
rian embassies worldwide.

 “I have been directed by the CAN 
President, His Eminence, Rev. Dr 
Samson Olasupo A. Ayokunle, to 
request all Church Leaders, through 
your various Churches to organise 
a peaceful protest in honour of  one 
of  our daughters, Deborah Yakubu, 
who was gruesomely murdered on 
Thursday, May 12, 2022, at the She-
hu Shagari College of  Education, 
Sokoto in Sokoto State by some Is-
lamic extremists.

 “The protest will take place on 
May 22, 2022, in the afternoon by 
3:00 pm in every Secretariat of  the 
Christian Association of  Nigeria 
nationwide and not on the streets in 
order to avoid further loss of  lives.

 “Those without CAN’s Secre-
tariat may use any church with big 
premises. We are to hold placards 
with some succinct messages like, 

‘WE DEMAND JUSTICE 4 DEB-
ORAH’, ‘NO MORE KILLING 
IN GOD’S NAME’, ‘ENOUGH 
IS ENOUGH’, ‘POLICE, STOP 
UNPROVOKED KILLINGS IN 
NIGERIA’, ‘CHRISTIANS ARE 
NOT SECOND CLASS CITI-
ZENS’, ‘KILLERS OF DEBO-
RAH MUST BE PROSECUTED’, 
‘WE CONDEMN RELIGIOUS 
KILLINGS’, ‘WE SAY NO TO IS-
LAMIC EXTREMISTS’.

 “We urge those who could afford 
it to make use of  the traditional me-
dia and the social media and others 
can use only the social media to give 
it wide coverage in order to sensitise 
the whole world. We also call on Ni-
gerian Christians in the diaspora to 
join us using our embassies all over 
the world. The occasion can also be 
used to pray for Deborah’s family 
and friends, peace for the country, 
victory for the Church and godly po-
litical leaders in the coming general 
election.”

Tears flowed freely as she was be-
ing buried as well wishers and rela-
tions lamented how she was killed.

She was buried around 6:30pm 
at the Christian cemetery in Tunga 

Magaiya.
Her family remained adamant on 

proceeding with the exercise despite 
protest by youths of  Tunga Magaiya 
who felt Sokoto Government should 
have Ben responsible for her burial.

Her uncle, who is the Pastor of  
ECWA in Tunga Magajiya, Em-
manuel Maaji, led the prayers at the 
cemetery before she was lowered to 
mother earth.

Ahmad Gumi, Kaduna based re-
nowned Islamic cleric, has said that 
the Prophet of  Islam, Muhammad 
(SAW), was at several points during 
his lifetime insulted by non-Mus-
lims, yet he refused to attack or even 
kill persons who assassinated his 
character.

Mr Gumi made this known while 
conducting a religious teaching class 
in his Kaduna Juma’at mosque.

The Kaduna based scholar, in a 
video clip obtained and translated by 
PRNigeria, said the prophet’s refus-
al to avenge the insults non-Muslims 
were raining on him while he was 
alive, was because he did not want 
to be regarded or tagged a killer.

He spoke while reacting to the 
lynching of  a female Christian stu-

dent at Shehu Shagari College of  
Education in Sokoto, over allegedly 
blasphemous statements on Prophet 
Muhammad.

He observed that the best way 
Muslims can show that they love 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is by 
adhering to his religious teaching, 
and totally obeying him, instead of  
killing people over trivial issues.

According to him, both Nigerian 
Muslims and Christians have agreed 
to live harmoniously together, hence 
no religious law is applied in the 
country, being a secular State.

 “Hence, anyone who kills a 
non-Muslim who they have agreed 
to live peacefully with, will not smell 
the fragrance of  Paradise for 40 
years,” he said.

Mr Gumi, while noting that no 
one is allowed to take laws into his 
or her hands in Islam, called on 
his fellow Islamic clerics to impart 
sound religious tenets to their adher-
ents instead of  instigating them to 
perpetrate ‘reprehensible’ acts.

 “If  we think by killing Deborah, 
people who are not of  the same 
faith with us will stop insulting our 
prophet, then we are in delusion,” 
he concluded.

... Sokoto government declares 24-hour curfew as protesters demand release
of  Deborah’s killers
… Sheikh Gumi condemns Deborah’s gruesome killing, says Prophet Muhammad
repeatedly insulted but killed no one 
… Activist queries Peter obi, others for keeping silence over gruesome murder
of  Deborah
…CAN declares nationwide protest, Sunday over Deborah’s gruesome murder

Late Deborah



he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has seized 203, 879 tablets 
of  various pharmaceutical 
o p i o i d s  a n d  i l l i c i t  
substances in raids across 
Abia, Kaduna, Yobe and 
Kogi States.

It also said it foiled 
fresh bids by drug cartels to 
export Tramadol, Ecstasy 
MDMA and Cannabis to 
Milan, Italy and Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates 
th rough  the  Mur ta la  
Muhammed International 
Airport, MMIA, Ikeja 
Lagos.

Its spokesman, Femi 
Babafemi, in a statement on 
Sunday, also said five 
members of  a syndicate, 
which  conduc t s  fake  
recruitment into security 
agencies were arrested in 
coordinated operations in 
Zamfara, Kebbi and Bauchi 
States.

Babafemi said at the 
Lagos airport, a female 
passenger, Odia Emiliana 
Efe  was  a r res ted  on  
Monday 9th May while 
trying to board Royal Air 
Moroc flight from Lagos via 
Casablanca to Milan, Italy 
with 1000 tablets  of  
Tramadol 200mg concealed 
in food items.

He said five days after, 
a freight agent Kareem 
Ibrahim was arrested at the 
SAHCO cargo shed of  the 
airport for attempting to 
export food items in which 
were hidden blocks of  
cannabis weighing 6.65kg 
and 24grams of  ecstasy 
drug, MDMA to Dubai in 
UAE.

The statement reads: 
“In Abia, three trucks 
loaded with drugs coming 
from Lagos and Onitsha, 
Anambra were intercepted 
in Aba, Abia state. When 

properly searched in the 
presence of  the owners on 
Wednesday 11th May, 
67,100 tablets/capsules of  
Tramadol and 12,650 
ampules of  pentazocine, 
morphine and dopamine 
were recovered.

“On the same day, 
NDLEA operatives in 
K a d u n a  a r r e s t e d  a  
notorious drug dealer, 
Shehu Kabiru a.k.a Dan-
Zaira, wanted by the 
Kastina Command of  the 
Agency for jumping bail. 
Re c ove r e d  f r o m  h i m  
include: 45,000 tablets of  
D i a z e p a m  w e i g h i n g  
41.5kg; 50,000 tablets of  
Exol, weighing 15.6kg; 
1,500 tablets of  Rohypnol 
weighing 700 grams and 
300 bottles of  codeine 
weighing 41.5kg.“In Yobe 
state, no fewer than 7,029 
tablets of  Tramadol, D5, 
and Exol as well as 1.5kg 
cannabis were recovered 
from a drug dealer, Ibrahim 
Yakubu when his hideout 
was raided in Unguru town 
on Sunday 8th May, while 
in Rivers state, one Chekiri 
Richard Obomanu was 
arrested at Eleme area on 
Wednesday 11th May with 
207.2kg cannabis.

“No less than 19,600 
tablets of  Tramadol coming 
from Onitsha, Anambra 
s t a t e  to  Abu ja  were  
intercepted and recovered 
a l o n g  O k e n e / A b u j a  
highway on Wednesday 
11th May by NDLEA 
operatives in Kogi state.

“Meanwhi le,  f ive  
members of  a syndicate, 
which  conduc t s  fake  
recruitment into security 
agencies, have been arrested 
in coordinated operations 
in Zamfara, Kebbi and 
Bauchi state. Leader of  the 
gang, Yakubu Sani was first 
arrested in Gusau, Zamfara 

state. His criminal gang 
i s s u e s  f a k e  N D L E A  
employment letters and 
i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  t o  
unsuspecting members of  
the public for the sum of  
N400, 000 per person.

“A follow up operation 

in Zuru, Kebbi state led to 

our suspected cable Fvandals were, at the 
weekend, arrested by 

operatives of  the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, NSCDC, Kwara 
State Command in Ilorin.

The suspects are Jamiu 
Razaq,(29), alleged to be the 
leader, Mohammed Idris, 
(18), Bala Abubakar (15) 
and Haruna Muhammed 
(20).

They were allegedly 
caught in the act trying to 

 Federal High 

ACourt sitting in 
Makurdi ,  the 

Benue State capital has 
sentenced a 24-year-old 
woman, Mercy Sese, to 
seven years in prison with 
the option of  N4.5m fine 
for trafficking young girls 
to Mali for prostitution.

T h e  t r i a l  j u d g e, 
Justice Abdul Dogo, 
sentenced the accused 
after she pleaded guilty to 
a  7 - c o u n t  c h a r g e 
preferred against her for 
the offence of  organising 
foreign trips for young 
girls to Mali for sexual 
exploitation.

According to  the 
judge, the offence is 
contrary to sections 18, 
2 7  a n d  2 9  o f  t h e 

Trafficking in Persons 
Prohibition Enforcement 
and Administration Act 
2015.

In January 2022, the 
M a k u r d i  Z o n a l 
C o m m a n d  o f  t h e 
National Agency for the 
P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  
Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP) arrested Sese 
at a popular motor park 
in Makurdi with some 
young girls who were to 
be trafficked.

The Makurdi Zonal 
C o m m a n d e r  o f  
NAPTIP, Mr. Gloria Bai, 
s a i d  h u g e  s u m s  o f  
money, including foreign 
c u r r e n c i e s  w e r e 
recovered from Sese.

Her  words,  “The 
command in the early 

hours of  Friday, January 
7, 2022, received a call 
from a concerned citizen 
from Duku Motor Park 
at Wurukum Makurdi, 
w h o  a l e r t e d  t h e 
command of  a suspected 
case of  human trafficking 
involving seven young 
girls of  which one is the 
suspected trafficker.

O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e 
command arrived at 
Duku Motor Park a few 
minutes after receiving 
the call and met the six 
ladies and the suspect 
who said they were all 
travelling to Lagos.

Bai said the victims 
were between the ages 16 
– 24 years by facial 
analysis. At the time of  
the arrival, the Nigerian 

Pol ice were also on 
ground because they 
were also called on the 
matter

“About N500,000 
was found on the suspect 
alongside some foreign 
currencies, indicating 
that the victims were to 
be moved to a destination 
outside the country yet to 
be determined.”

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
judgement, the Makurdi 
Zonal Commander of  
N A P T I P  w h o 
commended the judge, 
said we are actually 
happy  tha t  she  was 
convicted and sentenced, 
adding that it will serve 
as a deterrent to others 
who might want to go the 
same way.

vandalize armoured cable of  
a  33 KVA transformer 
s e r v i n g  I f e s o w a p o 
community, in the Oyun 
area of  Ilorin metropolis.

T h e  S t a t e 
Commandant of  the Corps, 
Makinde  Isk i l  Ayinla , 
disclosed this in a statement 
by the Corps spokesman, 
Babawale Zaid Afolabi, 
made available to newsmen 
in Ilorin.

He  exp la ined  tha t 
prompt response of  the 

Corps' anti-vandal unit to a 
distress call led to the arrest 
of  the suspected vandals.

“ I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
d i rec t ive  g iven  by  the 
Commandant -General , 
Ahmed Abubakar Audi, 
regarding one of  the core 
mandates of  the NSCDC, 
which is to protect all 
g ove r n m e n t ' s  c r i t i c a l 
infrastructures and national 
a s s e t s ,  o n  S a t u r d a y 
14/05/2022 ,  a t  abou t 
0610hours, the anti-vandal 

unit of  the corps was able to 
arrest four vandals who were 
met vandalizing a 33kva 
transformer serving a whole 
community and costs huge 
amount of  money,” the 
Commandant disclosed.

In the meantime, the 
Commandant has ordered 
full scale investigations that 
could lead to the arrest of  
other suspects believed to 
still be at large.

the arrest of  another gang 

member, Ibrahim Isah, 

while three others; Dahiru 

Musa Limanchi, Gambo 

D a n l a d i  a n d  U m a r  

Abubakar were nabbed in 

Bauchi state. Recovered 

from them include: a fake 

NDLEA ID card; NDLEA 

guarantor form; INEC offer 

of  appointment letter; 

Nigerian Customs Special 

Replacement Form and 

a p p o i n t m e n t  l e t t e r ;  

Niger ian Correct ional  

Service Replacement Form; 

C r e d e n t i a l s  o f  s o m e  

Applicants; Receipts and 

passport photos; Five sim 

packs and one MTN SIM 

card.”
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NDLEA seizes 203,879 Tramadol tabs in Abia, Lagos raids

Kwara NSCDC arrests four cable vandals in Ilorin

Woman bags 7 years for trafficking in Makurdi



he World Bank has Tsaid that the war in 
Ukraine has dealt a 

major shock to commodity 
markets, altering global 
p a t t e r n s  o f  t r a d e ,  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  
consumption in ways that 
w i l l  k e e p  p r i c e s  a t  
historically high levels 
through the end of  2024. 

The World Bank said 
this in its latest Commodity 
Markets Outlook report. 

According to a new 

he Nigerian banking Ts e c t o r  r e m a i n e d 
resilient in February, 

accord ing  to  a  r e por t 
released by the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria. 

The CBN disclosed 
tha t  a  member  o f  the 
M o n e t a r y  P o l i c y 
C o m m i t t e e ,  F e s t u s 
Adenikinju, said this at the 
last meeting of  the MPC. 

 He said, “The report 
on banking system stability 
showed that the banking 
system remains robust, 
stable, and resilient. All 
metrics of  financial system 
stability, including Capital 
Adequacy Rat io,  non-
performing loans ratio, 
liquidity ratio, and returns 
on assets and returns on 
equity are in line with the 
prudential guidelines. 

“Moreover, measures 
of  bank size, gross assets, 

gross deposits, and gross 
c redi t  cont inued the i r 
upward trajectories. There is 
rising costs of  credit as 
interest bands narrowed. 
T h e  O t h e r  F i n a n c i a l 
Institutions continue to 
p r ov i d e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
a m o u n t  o f  c r e d i t  t o 
househo lds  and  smal l 
enterprises in the economy.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
report, the monetary base 
grew by 0.20 per cent by 
e n d - F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2 . 
Monetary base stood at 
N 1 3 . 6 4 t n  a t  e n d  o f  
February, but 9.66 per cent 
below the 2022 provisional 
benchmark of  N15.09tn. 

 N e t  c l a i m s  o n 
government grew by 11.92 
per cent at end-February 
2022. The M3 growth in 
February was 2.12 per cent 
while annualised 12.72 per 
cent was below the 2022 

benchmarks of  15.21 per 
cent, it said. 

I t  s t a t e d  t h a t , 
“Domestic claims rose by 
6.82 per cent in February or 
annualised 40.92 per cent 
against the provisional 
benchmark of  16.23 per 
cent. Claims of  other sectors 
annualised 29.28 per cent 
against  18.05 per cent 
benchmark, and on the 
central  government by 
annualised 71.52 per cent as 
against 11.42 per cent. The 
OBB rate rose from 6.10 per 
cent on 22-February to 
11.49 per cent on 18 March 
2 0 2 2 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t i g h t 
liquidity in the banking 
system.” 

The report said trade 
balance and current account 
b a l a n c e  a l s o  s h o w e d 
improvements following the 
sustained rise in commodity 
prices, particularly crude 

oil, in the international 
market. 

Gover nment  f i sca l 
operation showed that fiscal 
deficit stood at N7.6tn from 
January to December 2021. 
The deficit was higher than 
FGN's retained revenue 
which stood at N4.8tn. The 
deficit was 57.3 per cent 
above budget. Government 
expendi ture  rose  f rom 
N951.14bn in January 2022 
to N952.6bn in February 
2022. 

However, it added, FG 
retained revenue declined 
f r o m  N 4 0 5 . 5 1 b n  t o 
N371.67bn over the same 
p e r i o d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a n 
increase in the budget deficit 
and public debt. The decline 
in revenue was attributed to 
decline in collections from 
P P T &  R o y a l t i e s  a n d 
corporate taxes. 

report by the Washington-
based bank titled, “Food and 
energy price shocks from 
Ukraine war could last for 
years,” the increase in 
energy prices over the past 
two years had been the 
largest since the 1973 oil 
crisis. Price increases for 
food commodit ies—of  
which Russia and Ukraine 
are large producers—and 
fertilizers, which relied on 
natural gas as a production 
input, had been the largest 

since 2008. 
“Overall, this amounts 

to the largest commodity 
shock we've experienced 
since the 1970s. As was the 
case then, the shock is being 
aggravated by a surge in 
restrictions in the trade of  
food, fuel and fertilizers,” 
said the World Bank's Vice 
President for Equitable 
Growth, Finance, and 
Institutions, Indemit Gill.

“These developments 
have started to raise the 

spectre of  stagf lation. 
Policymakers should take 
eve r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
increase economic growth at 
home and avoid actions that 
will bring harm to the global 
economy.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
report, energy prices were 
expected to rise more than 
50 per cent in 2022 before 
easing in 2023 and 2024. 
N o n - e n e r g y  p r i c e s ,  
including agriculture and 

metals, are projected to 
increase almost 20 per cent 
in 2022 and will also 
moderate in the following 
years. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
commodity pr ices  are  
expected to remain well 
above the most recent five-
year average. In the event of  
a  p r o l o n g e d  w a r  o r  
additional sanctions on 
Russia, prices could be even 
higher and more volatile 
than currently projected. 

Because of  war-related 
t rade  and  product ion  
disruptions, the World Bank 
predicts the price of  Brent 
crude oil at an average of  
$100 a barrel in 2022, its 
highest level since 2013 and 
an increase of  more than 40 
per cent compared to 2021. 
Prices are expected to 
m o d e r a t e  t o  $ 9 2  i n  
2023—well above the five-
year average of  $60 a barrel. 
N a t u r a l  g a s  p r i c e s  
(European) are expected to 
be twice as high in 2022 as 
they were in 2021, while coal 
prices are expected to be 80 
per cent higher, with both 
prices at all-time highs.

“Commodity markets 
are experiencing one of  the 
largest supply shocks in 
decades because of  the war 
in Ukraine,” said Director of  
the World Bank's Prospects 
Group, Ayhan Jose, which 
produces the Outlook 
report.  “The resulting 
increase in food and energy 

prices is taking a significant 
human and economic  
toll—and it will likely stall 
progress in reducing poverty. 
Higher commodity prices 
exacerbate already elevated 
in f la t ionar y  pressures  
around the world.” 

The report said wheat 
prices were forecast to 
increase more than 40 per 
cent, reaching an all-time 
high in nominal terms this 
year. That will put pressure 
on developing economies 
that rely on wheat imports, 
especially from Russia and 
Ukraine. Metal prices are 
projected to increase by 16 
per cent in 2022 before 
easing in 2023 but will 
remain at elevated levels. 

“Commodity markets 
are under tremendous 
p r e s s u r e,  w i t h  s o m e  
commodity prices reaching 
all-time highs in nominal 
t e r m s , ”  s a i d  S e n i o r  
Economist in the World 
Bank's Prospects Group, 
John Baffes. “This will have 
lasting knock-on effects. The 
sharp rise in input prices, 
s u c h  a s  e n e r g y  a n d  
fertilizers, could lead to a 
r e d u c t i o n  i n  f o o d  
production particularly in 
developing economies.  
Lower input use will weigh 
on food production and 
quality, affecting food 
availability, rural incomes, 
and the livelihoods of  the 
poor.” 

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Page 16Monday 16 - Tuesday 17 May, 2022  

Commodity prices'll remain high in Nigeria, others – World Bank

Banking sector remains resilient, says CBN
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Nigerians abandon blocked lines,
buy new SIM cards

o  n a v i g a t e  o u t  o f  Tc o m m u n i c a t i o n 
c o n u n d r u m s ,  m a n y 

Nigerians whose phone lines were 
b l o c k e d  b y  t h e i r 
te lecommunicat ions  ser v ice 
providers have adopted some new 
strategies to make phone calls.

To achieve this, many of  the 
subscribers who have their national 
identification numbers (NIN) now 
buy new Subscriber Identification 
Module (SIM) cards, register their 
numbers to be able to make phone 
calls.

This strategy enables them 
make direct calls to their friends 
and business partners, using their 
own personal phones and not 
bor rowing another  person 's 
phones.

About 72 million active phone 
lines were barred from making 
outgoing calls since April 4 this 
year; only incoming calls and 
sending of  text messages were 
a l l o w e d  b y  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Communications Commission 
(NCC) directive, thereby throwing 
millions of  subscribers off  balance.

Businesses and appointments 

were  a f fec ted  whi le  many 
emergency situations were not 
attended to, because of  the loss of  
access to place outgoing calls.

I n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e 
disconnection order, the NCC 
said enough periods of  warnings 
had been given to the affected 
subscribers to register and link 
the i r  GSM l ines  wi th  the 
National Identification Numbers 
(NIN).

The regulatory body made it 
clear that several t imes of  
extension provided for the 
affected subscribers were not 
utilised by them, before the final 
hammer fell on them.

The eventual disconnection 
caused a hell of  frustration and 
loss of  business opportunities , 
coupled with the inept and 
unsatisfactory services given to 
subscribers by customer car 
persons at NIN registration 
points nationwide.

Like octopuses, Nigerians 
always forge ways of  survival and 
that resilience came into play by 
last week of  April when many of  
phone users who already have 
NIN started buying new lines 
which they  link with their NIN 
and off,  they star t making 
outgoing calls.

Findings showed that those 
those whose phones have dual 
spaces for SIM cards, one space  
is used for the new line while the 
blocked line is fixed in the second 
space.

But those whose phones are 
'Nokia Torch', the old line is 
c o m p l e t e l y  r e m o ve d  a n d 
immediately replaced with the 
newly acquired line.

This account for rising 
number of  incoming calls where 
the caller tells the person at the 
receiving end of  the call, "Please 
this is my new number, my main 
line was blocked. Please save this 
new number, thank you."

On why they are opting for 
new phone lines rather than wait 
for the old ones to be unblocked, 
some subscribers in Abia State 
had these to say: “I have been 
going to MTN office at Aba road 
Umuahia for one month still my 
two lines are still blocked. This is 
even when i successful linked the 
two lines two years ago. I could nt 
bear the frustration again so I 
have used my NIN to buy and 
register two new lines", said 
Chief  Eric Nnanna, Umuahia-
based trader.

Another subscriber by name 
Agatha Nnedinma who  spoke to 

News Echo at Isi gate, Umuahia 
,said she would not wait any 
longer for Airtel to unblock her 
old line, having waited for more 
than a month.

According to Nnedinma, " I 
d i d  N I N  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n 
September 2021. They sent me 
congratulatory and confirmation 
messages. Tell me why they 
should block my lines again. The 
worst is that I had to beg my next-
door neighbor to use her phone to 
call my husband who is customs 
officer working at Ogun State."

As weeks are turning into 
months, network providers are 
yet to unblock many of  their 
subscribers as there have been 
repeated cases of  total system 
failures or server glitches at 
registration centres nationwide 
with hopes of  immediate solution 
still far from reality.

Various codes being sent to 
subscribers by MTN Nigeria, 
Airtel, 9Mobile and Glo also 
seem not to have helped matters 
a s  m a n y  s u b s c r i b e r s  s t i l l 
complain that their lines remain 
b l o c k e d  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e y 
forwarded their  NIN digi t 
numbers to the dedicated codes 
of  the networks.

Relatively, the brunt of  losses 

is also being experienced by the 
network providers as they have 
collectively lost about N50b in the 
last six weeks after the NCC-
directed blockage.

Commenting on the issue, a 
c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m i n g 
consu l tan t ,  Eng r  Raphae l 
Udeagbala cautioned subscribers 
against misplacing their blocked 
SIM cards as they still contain 
vital information about their 
identities.

H e  w a r n e d  t h a t  a n y 
misplaced SIM could enter the 
hands of  criminals who could use 
it to commit heinous crimes.

“Remember that your BVN 
details and your bank account 
ba lance  and other  pr ivate 
information are easily derived 
these days, using a simple dial of 
some codes on your phone's 
buttons. Somebody can also use 
your SIM to send a threat 
message or even use it to collect 
kidnap ransom.

“Therefore, it is better to 
complete the linking of  your 
phone with NIN and have your 
phone line unblocked than 
jumping to buy a new SIM", 
Udeagbala advised.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Investigation



Page 18

SPORTS
i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 

NF e d e r a t i o n  o n 
Sunday announced 

the appointment of  Mr Joeé 
Santos Peseiro as the new 
Head Coach of  the Senior 
Men National Team, Super 
Eagles. The appointment is 
with immediate effect, subject 
to the signing of  agreed terms 
between the NFF and Mr 
Peseiro.

José Vitor dos Santos 
Peseiro, 62 last month, is a 
Portuguese who played as a 
striker in his days and has 
wide and varied experience 
coaching top Clubs and 
National Teams across four 
different continents, namely 
Europe, Asia, Africa and 
S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  A n 
educationist with a degree in 
physical education/sports 
sciences, Peseiro has top-level 
c o a c h i n g 
qualifications/training, and 
has coached at Sporting 
L i s b o n ,  F C  P o r t o , 
P a n a t h i n a i k o s ,  R a p i d 
Bucharest, Sporting Braga, 
Victoria Gumaraes, Al-Hilal, 
Al-Wahda, Al-Ahly Cairo, 
Sharjah FC and Real Madrid 
(assistant coach during the 
Galacticos era), as well as 
serving as Head Coach of  the 

ictor Osimhen and 

VStanislav Lobotka 
were among the goals 

as Lorenzo Insigne waved 
goodbye to Napoli fans with 
h i s  l a s t  h o m e  m a t c h , 
converting a penalty against 
relegation threatened Genoa.

This was the final game at 
the Stadio Diego Armando 
Maradona for Insigne, who is 
heading to Toronto FC as a 
free agent, and he gave an 
emotional speech before 
kick-off. There was no time 
for sentiment in the Grifone 
camp, as they knew a defeat 
h e r e  c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l ly 
r e l e g a t e  t h e m .  N i k o l a 
Maksimovic, Yayah Kallon, 
Stefano Sturaro,  Zinho 
Vanheusden and Riccardo 
Calafiori were out of  action.

Victor Osimhen opened 
the scoring when he was 
allowed to ghost between 
c e n t r e - b a c k s  a n d  t u r n 
Giovanni Di Lorenzo's cross 
into the far bottom corner 
with a glancing header from 
seven yards.

Insigne almost scored one 
of  the goals of  his career, at 
the by-line flicking the ball 
over the head of  one, then 

another defender before 
stinging Sirigu's gloves at the 
near post.

The referee seemed to 
point to the penalty spot, but 
it was Osimhen who handled 
rather than a Genoa player, as 
confirmed by VAR.

M a n o l o  P o r t a n o v a 
prodded straight at David 
Ospina and Mimmo Criscito 
scuffed wide from just inside 
the box, while Osimhen 
tested Sirigu on the counter-
attack.

There was a fair amount 
of  confusion around the 
second goal after Hernani 
with an arm raised over his 
head blocked the Giovanni 
Di Lorenzo header for a 
penalty. Insigne stepped up 
on his farewell match and 
fired it onto the upright, Di 
Lorenzo converting on the 
rebound. However, it had to 
b e  r e t a k e n  d u e  t o 
encroachment, which gave 
Insigne the opportunity to get 
it right into the top corner and 
say goodbye with a goal.

Ospina got one hand to 
turn an Amiri daisy-cutter 
round the base of  the upright, 
then Lozano struck the side-
netting on the counter before 
Stanislav Lobotka started the 
run from his own half  and 
drilled low into the near 
bottom corner.

Ins igne  was  g iven a 
standing ovation as he was 
subst i tuted in the f inal 
minutes.

ottenham Hotspur Tleapfrogged arch-
rivals Arsenal into the 

top four with a narrow 1-0 
victory over a stubborn 
Burnley side who remain at 
risk of  relegation in the 
Premier League.

Harry Kane converted 
from the spot on the stroke of  
half-time after Ashley Barnes 
was penalised for handball, a 
dec is ion which proved 
decisive as Spurs took one 
step closer to Champions 
League footbal l ,  whi le 
Burnley look nervously over 
t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  a t  t h e 
dreaded relegation zone with 
Leeds and Everton in action 
this afternoon.

Spurs dominated the 
opening exchanges but were 
left frustrated by a resilient 
Burnley defence and inspired 
Nick Pope in the visiting 
g o a l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e i r 
resistance was broken right 
on half - t ime. VAR and 
r e f e r e e  K e v i n  F r i e n d 
awarded Spurs a penalty 
with Barnes handling inside 
the box, putting the ball on a 
plate for Kane who made no 
mistake from 12 yards.

B u r n l e y  c a m e  o u t 
fighting in the second half  

and came within a lick of  
paint to an equaliser, with 
Bar nes  a lmos t  making 
amends with a long-range 
effort which struck the post. 
Spurs came closest to a 
second when Pope brilliantly 

gent of  Liverpool 

Aace Sadio Mane has 
met with Bayern 

Munich officials.
Mane has a deal to 2023 

and talks over a new contract 
have failed to progress.

According to BILD, the 
30-year-old's agent Bjorn 

And their interest is now 
intensifying after Robert 
Lewandowski announced he 
will be leaving this summer.

Bezemer  has  met  wi th 
Bayern reps to consider the 
prospect  of  moving to 
Germany.

And Mane is open to the 
move.

denied Son from close-range, 
but the hosts held their nerve 
to secure a precious three 
points in their quest for the 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e .
Spurs travel  to already 
relegated Norwich City on 
the final day of  the season 
next Sunday where victory 

will be the only thing on their 
minds. As for Burnley, they 
have a game in hand to play 
away at Aston Villa on 
Thursday evening, where 
they too will be desperate to 
win and boost their chances 
of  survival.

S a u d i  A r a b i a n  a n d 
Venezuelan National Teams.

Peseiro is expected to 
lead out the Super Eagles for 
the first time during the 
upcoming tour of  the United 
States of  America, during 
which the three –time African 
champions will slug it out 
with Mexico and Ecuador 'A' 
Teams in prestige friendlies. 
The Eagles will tango with the 
El Tri at the AT & T Stadium 
in Dallas, State of  Texas on 
Saturday, 28th May before 
f lying to New Jersey to 
confront Ecuador at the Red 
Bull Arena in Harrison on 
Thursday, 2nd June.

T h e  N F F  a l s o 
announced  tha t  fo r mer 
N i g e r i a  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
forward, Finidi George will 
now be 1st Assistant to 
Peseiro, with Salisu Yusuf  
now to be 2nd Assistant as 
well as Head Coach of  the 
CHAN and U23 National 
Teams. Usman Abdallah is 
3 r d  A s s i s t a n t  w h i l e 
Eboboritse Uwejamomere 
will be the Match Analyst and 
another  former  Niger ia 
international, Ike Shorounmu 
will be the Goalkeepers' 
Trainer.
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NFF appoints José Peseiro as Head Coach of Super Eagles

Kane fires Tottenham into fourth place after
Burnley win

Mane's agent holds fresh talks with Bayern
Munich

Osimhen nets as Insigne
bids final Serie A farewell

Peseiro

Kane celebrating the winner with teammatesKane celebrating the winner with teammatesKane celebrating the winner with teammates
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Foreign News

T
he UK has issued sanc-
tions against a dozen 
members of Vladimir 
Putin’s family and in-

ner circle including his long-ru-
moured girlfriend, arguing that 
given the Russian president offi-
cially owns only modest assets, 
these are the people who help 
support his lavish lifestyle.

The Foreign Office announce-
ment means asset freezes and 
travel bans will be imposed 
on, among others: Lyudmila 
Ocheretnaya, Putin’s former 
wife; Alina Kabaeva, a media 
executive and the Russian pres-
ident’s presumed partner; and 
Anna Zatseplina, Kabaeva’s 
grandmother.

The Foreign Office statement 
noted that Putin’s official assets ran 
to little more than a small flat in St 
Petersburg and two Soviet-era cars 
despite his very obvious enormous 
personal wealth, including a yacht 
and the vast Putin’s Palace man-
sion on the Black Sea coast.

The sanctions thus targeted what 
the statement called a “wallet” of  
relatives and associates. The state-
ment said: “Putin relies on his net-
work of  family, childhood friends, 
and selected elite who have ben-
efited from his rule and in turn 
support his lifestyle. Their reward 
is influence over the affairs of  the 
Russian state that goes far beyond 
their formal positions.”

Those named in the latest sanc-
tions comprise seven family mem-
bers and five people listed as finan-
ciers of  Putin’s lifestyle.

Kabaeva, a former Olympic 
rhythmic gymnast, holds several 
powerful positions and has long 

Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Talent and Success Edu-
cational Foundation via a video link at the Sirius Educational Center for Gifted Children in Sochi.

been rumoured to be Putin’s girl-
friend. She chairs the board of  
Russia’s National Media Group, 
which controls several television 
stations. Zatseplina is associated 
with Gennady Timchenko, a bil-
lionaire with close links to Putin.

Kabayeva, who is original-
ly from Tashkent in Uzbekistan 
and won gold in the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, spent more than six 
years as an MP for Putin’s United 
Russia party. In 2014, she stepped 
back from politics to begin her role 
with National Media Group, de-
spite an apparent lack of  relevant 
experience, beyond hosting a TV 
chat show.

Ocheretnaya and Putin divorced 
in 2014, but she had since, the 
statement said, “benefited from 
preferential business relationships 
with state-owned entities and ex-
hibited significant unexplained 
wealth”.

The other family members is-
sued with sanctions are Igor Putin, 
a businessman and cousin of  the 
president; Mikhail Putin, another 
businessman believed to be relat-
ed to the president; Roman Putin, 
who is Igor Putin’s son and runs 
a consulting firm; and Mikhail 
Shelomov, a business owner and 
Putin’s first cousin, once removed.

The financiers, all of  whom are 
believed to have benefited finan-
cially from their links to Putin, are 
the businessman Alexander Ple-
khov; the bank executive Mikhail 
Klishin; Vladimir Kolbin, another 
businessman; Yuri Shamalov, an 
executive in the oil industry; and 
Viktor Khmarin, a lawyer and 
businessman.

Earlier this month, the Italian 

government issued an order pre-
venting a superyacht allegedly 
linked to Putin from leaving port. 
The vessel, reportedly worth more 
than £500m, has been undergoing 
a refit at a shipyard in Tuscany.

“We are exposing and targeting 
the shady network propping up 
Putin’s luxury lifestyle and tighten-
ing the vice on his inner circle,” Liz 
Truss, the foreign secretary, said in 

a statement. “We will keep going 
with sanctions on all those aiding 
and abetting Putin’s aggression un-
til Ukraine prevails.”

According to a Foreign Office 
tally, the UK government has im-
posed sanctions against more than 
1,000 individuals and 100 enti-
ties since the Russian invasion of  
Ukraine.

The most high-profile measures 

UK sanctions target Putin’s financial
network including rumoured girlfriend

Kenya’s presidential rivals pick running mates

K
enya’s Deputy President 
William Ruto, one of  the 
frontrunners in this year’s 

presidential election, has picked 
businessman Rigathi Gachagua 
as his running mate.

Mr Gachagua is facing trial 
on charges of  corruption and 
money-laundering worth $65m 
(£53m), which he denies.

He is from Kenya’s largest com-
munity, the Kikuyu, whose sup-
port is vital in Kenya’s ethnically 
charged elections.

For the first time since inde-
pendence, neither of  the favour-
ites is Kikuyu.

Mr Ruto’s main rival, opposi-
tion leader Raila Odinga, is set to 
announce his running mate later 
on Sunday.

The race between the two is ex-
pected to be close, with President 
Uhuru Kenyatta backing his for-
mer rival Mr Odinga rather than 
his own deputy.

Speaking after the announce-
ment, Mr Gachagua said he 
would work with Mr Ruto to ad-
dress the country’s ailing econo-

my.
Mr Ruto is the presidential 

candidate of  the Kenya Kwanza 
(Kenya First) coalition, which 
comprises more than 10 political 
parties.

Mr Gachagua has previously 
worked as a district officer and 
once served as the personal assis-
tant of  President Kenyatta during 
his stint as minister in charge of  
local government.

Since 2017, he’s served as the 
member of  parliament for Mathi-
ra constituency in Central Ken-
ya, which has produced three of  
Kenya’s four presidents - Jomo 
Kenyatta, Mwai Kibaki and Uhu-
ru Kenyatta.

On Saturday, residents of  Mr 
Gachagua’s hometown protested 
at delays in naming Mr Ruto’s 
running mate.

With no prominent Kikuyu 
politician running for president 
in the coming elections for the 
first time in history, the choice of  
a running mate is seen as crucial, 
and has been dominating head-
lines and social media.

Both Mr Ruto and Mr Odinga 
have set their eyes on the Central 
region which is expected to have 
a big say in who becomes Kenya’s 
next president.

Politicians from the area have 
insisted that whoever gets into 

State House must guarantee the 
interests of  the community.

Ethnic Kikuyus, and people 
from the wider Central region, 
have massive influence on both 
the economy and politics.

Candidates know that their sup-
port on 9 August will be crucial.

so far have targeted wealthy Rus-
sian individuals with ties to the 
UK, notably Roman Abramovich, 
the long-time owner to Chelsea 
football club. Under the measures 
imposed in March, Abramovich 
and six other wealthy Russians 
had their UK assets frozen, with a 
ban on them travelling to Britain.

Abramovich was targeted be-
cause the government’s Office of  
Financial Sanctions Implemen-
tation suspected that Evraz plc, a 
steel company over which he had 
effective control, supplied steel to 
the Russian military to produce 
tanks.

Chelsea are in the process of  be-
ing bought by a US consortium led 
by the private equity firm Clear-
lake Capital and fronted by Todd 
Boehly, a part-owner of  baseball’s 
LA Dodgers. 

Russia cuts off electricity to Finland amid
growing international tensions

R
ussia said it would cut off  
electricity to Finland start-
ing Saturday as it claims the 

country has not paid, a state-owned 
power company said.

A few thousand people gather in 
central Senaatintori square to show 
support to Ukraine and to demon-
strate against Russia, on April 18, 
2022 in Helsinki, Finland. (Photo 
by Alessandro Rampazzo/Anado-
lu Agency via Getty Images) Getty 
Images

RAO Nordic, a subsidiary of  Inter 
ROA, said it will stop exporting elec-
tricity to Finland without providing 
specifics amid larger tensions across 

Europe beset by the Russia-Ukraine 
War, Reuters reported.

“This situation is exceptional and 
happened for the first time in over 
twenty years of  our trading history,” 
RAO Nordic said in a statement, 
per the report.

Electrical services, which account 
for 10% of  the country’s total con-
sumption, were discontinued “for 
the time being” at 1 a.m. local time, 
Finnish grid operator Fingrid said, 
according to the report. 

“Missing imports can be replaced 
in the electricity market by import-
ing more electricity from Sweden 
and also by domestic production,” 

the company added, Reuters report-
ed.

According to the report, Fingrid is 
not involved in the dispute.

“Nord Pool is the one paying for 
them. Fingrid is not a party in this 
electricity trade. We provide the 
transfer connection from Russia to 
Finland,” Reima Paivinen, Fingrid’s 
senior-vice president for operations 
told the outlet.

The discrepancy in the paused 
payments could be connected to pri-
or demands from Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who demanded 
countries pay gas fees in rubles, Rus-
sia’s national currency.
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bout 72 hours after 

Ahealth authorities in 
the United Kingdom 

announced that a traveler from 
Nigeria tested positive for 
Monkey pox infection, the 
Nigerian government has 
given the statistics of  the 
disease cases and fatalities 
recorded in the country within 
the last five years.

The Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control (NCDC) in 
its latest report said the 
country recorded 558 cases 
and eight deaths across 32 
states of  the federation and the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) between 2017 and 
2022.

The UK Health Security 
Agency (UKHSA) had at the 
weekend confirmed a Monkey 
p o x  i n f e c t i o n  i n  a n 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  i n d iv i d u a l 
b e l i e v e d  t o  h av e  b e e n 
contracted in Nigeria before 
arriving in the UK.

Without disclosing the 
identity of  the patient, the 
UKHSA, in a publication on 
the official UK government 
website, noted that the patient 
i s  r e c e iv i n g  c a r e  a t  a n 
infectious disease unit.

However, NCDC in the 
l a t e s t  e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l 
summary on Monkey pox 
which was published on 
Monday noted that since 
September 2017, Nigeria has 
continued to report sporadic 
cases of  the disease.

I t  s a i d  a  N a t i o n a l 
Technical Working Group 
(TWG) was set up and saddled 
with the task of  monitoring 
infections and strengthening 
preparedness and response 
capacity.

The disease control centre 
noted that eight deaths have 
been recorded with a Case 
Fatality Ratio (CFR) of  3.3 per 

cent in six states: Edo (2), Lagos 
(2), Imo (1), Cross River (1), 
FCT (1) and Rivers (1) – from 
September 2017 to April 30, 
2022.

Breaking down the cases, 
the centre said a total of  13 
suspected cases  had been 
reported between January 1 to 
February 28, 2022. Out of  these 
suspected cases, NCDC said 
four were confirmed positive in 
three states and the FCT with a 
single case each.

It said also in February six 
new suspected cases were 
recorded in three states with 
Bayelsa recording three; Imo, 
two; and Lagos, one.

N C D C  s a i d  o n l y  t h e 
suspected case in Lagos was 
found to be positive after test 
results were released.

The disease body further 
noted that from September 2017 
to February, 2022, a total of  525 
suspected cases  had been 
reported from 32 states in the 
country.

Out of  these reported cases, 
NCDC said a total of  230, 
representing 43.8 per cent, had 
been confirmed in 20 states and 
the FCT. It noted that Rivers 
State topped the list with 52 
cases, followed by Bayelsa and 
Lagos States with 43 and 31 
cases respectively.

While the FCT recorded 
seven cases, the other states are 
Delta (29), Cross River (14), Edo 
(10), Imo (9), Akwa Ibom (7), 
Oyo (6), Enugu (4), Abia (3), 
Plateau (3), Nasarawa (2), 
Benue (2), Anambra (2), Ekiti 
(2), Ebonyi (1), Niger (1), Ogun 
(1) and Adamawa (1).

A total of  eight (8) deaths 
had been recorded (CFR= 3.5 
per cent) in six states namely 
Edo (2), Lagos (2), Imo (1), 
Cross River (1), FCT (1) and 
Rivers (1) from September 2017 

to February 28th, 2022.
More on the infection
Meanwhile, the director of  

clinical and emerging infections 
in UKHSA, Colin Brown, 
explained that Monkey pox is a 
rare viral infection that does not 
spread easily among people. “It 
is usually a mild self-limiting 
illness and most people recover 
within a few weeks. However, 
severe illness can occur in some 
individuals.”

He said: “The infection can 
be spread when someone is in 
close contact with an infected 

person; however, there is a very 
low risk of  transmission to the 
general population.

“The initial  symptoms 
include fever, headache, muscle 
aches, backache, swollen lymph 
nodes, chills, and exhaustion. A 
r a s h  c a n  d e ve l o p,  o f t e n 
beginning on the face, then 
spreading to other parts of  the 
body. The rash changes and goes 
through different stages before 
finally forming a scab, which 
later falls off.”

He added that UKHSA and 
the NHS have well-established 

and robust infection control 
procedures for dealing with 
cases of  imported infectious 
disease and that the protocol will 
be strictly followed.

About Monkey pox
According to the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), Monkey pox was first 
discovered in 1958 when two 
outbreaks of  a pox-like disease 
occurred in colonies of  monkeys 
kept for research, hence the 
name 'Monkey pox.'

The first human case of  
Monkey pox was recorded in 
1 9 7 0  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic of  Congo (DRC) 
during a period of  intensified 
effort to eliminate smallpox.

Since then, Monkey pox has 
been reported in people in 
several other central and western 
African countries: Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Côte 
d ' I vo i r e,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic of  the Congo, Gabon, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Republic of  the 
Congo, and Sierra Leone.

 “The infection can be 
spread when someone is in close 
contact with an infected person; 
however, there is a very low risk 
of  transmission to the general 
population.”

“The initial  symptoms 
include fever, headache, muscle 
aches, backache, swollen lymph 
nodes, chills, and exhaustion. A 
r a s h  c a n  d e ve l o p,  o f t e n 
beginning on the face, then 
spreading to other parts of  the 
body. The rash changes and goes 
through different stages before 
finally forming a scab, which 
later falls off.”

He added that UKHSA and 
the NHS have well established 
and robust infection control 
procedures for dealing with 
cases of  imported infectious 
disease and these will be strictly 
followed.
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