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News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
Federal High 
Court sitting in 
Awka, Anambra 

state will on 15th, June 
2022 commence  the hear-
ing of  suit challenging the 
eligibility of  former mili-
tary heads of  state being  
members of  council of  
state.

An Anambra state 
based constitutional law-
yer, Dr. Nwafili Okwuo-
sa in suit number FHC/
AWKCS/27/ 2021 prayed 
the high court to stop Gen. 
Yakubu Gowon (retd.), 
Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo 
(retd.) Gen. Abdusalam 
Abubakar (retd) and Chief  
Ernest Shonekan from par-
ticipating, parading and 
collecting emoluments as 
members of  the Council 
of  State.

Joined in the suit are At-
torney-General of  Federa-
tion and Accountant Gen-
eral of  the Federation.

According to him, 1999 
Constitution of  Nigeria 
does not recognise take 
over of  government in 
Nigeria by any means not 
provided for in the said 
constitution.

He argued that by the 

virtue of  pristine provi-
sion of  section 1 (2) of  ex-
tant 1999 constitution as 
amended it is inconsistent 
for any person to ascend to 
power through means not 
provided.

He also said that by the 
constitution, they are not 
entitled to lifelong pen-
sion, emoluments, allow-
ance, peck or whatever 
called under prevailing or-
der. He also prayed that the 
court should order them 
to refund all money they 
have collected as mem-
bers of  council of  state. 
He also prayed that the 
court should order them to 
apologize to Nigerians for 
foisting themselves on the 
country. He further prayed 
that the court should stop 
the Attorney General of  
Federation from inviting 
them to council meeting. 
When the case was called 
for hearing none of  de-

Imo State demolishes Orji round-about 
...Says it’s for better structure  
By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the traffic 
gridlock that greets 
motorist plying the 

Okigwe-Owerri express 
road, the popular Orji 
round about that always 
contribute to the inces-
sant traffic jam has finally 
been demolished by the 
Imo state government. Be-
fore now, the Orji Owerri 
road was a night mare to 
motorist plying that route 
due to the heavy traffic 
gridlock that drivers expe-
rienced on that road The 
roundabout is usually a 
spot where drivers experi-
ence hold up because of  

the nature of  the spot, the 
roundabout occupy large 
portion of  the road the 
area, thereby contributing 
to the traffic jam challenge.

Most commercial driv-
ers plying that route now 
device alternative routes 
so as not to be caught up 
by the menace. Commut-
ers also suffer the same 
fate as some drivers who 
ply Orji and other villag-
es avoid plying the route 
in the evening time. Some 
drop off  their passengers 
at a point inorder not to be 
trapped by the gridlock. At 
some instances, commut-
ers had to trek from a very 
far distance to the point 

that is free from traffic jam 
and then enter another ve-
hicle to their final destina-
tion.

Motorist and people liv-
ing along Orji area can 
now heave a sigh of  relief  
at the work that has since 
commenced in that spot. 
Also, some part of  the 
road is under construction 
by the Imo state govern-
ment in a bid to ease the 
sufferings of  the masses 
who ply the road.  This 
move by the state govern-
ment is commendable as 
relayed by some of  the 
motorist and residents. 
The Imo state government 
has since commenced the 

rehabilitation of  the Okig-
we/ Owerri express Road 
which is synonymous with 
traffic jam.  News Echo 
observed that there is a 
moderate free flow of  traf-
fic on the road as against 
the usual gridlock.  This 
feat has been long expect-

ed as the government of  
Imo state took turns to 
demolish most rounda-
bout in the state capital, 
replacing it with a modern 
structure and traffic light 
that eases the flow of  traf-
fic. Drivers express delight 
over the road construction 

by the state governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma and 
prayed God to sustain his 
efforts. This we gathered is 
in fulfillment of  the gover-
nor’s promise to fix most 
of  the roads and bad spots 
in the state before the year 
runs out.

Read
& 

Advertise
 in

News Echo

fendants was present.
Reacting Okwuosa 

lamented that despite 
properly serving the de-
fendants, none deemed it 
fit to respond apart from 
account general of  the fed-
eration who was not repre-
sented in the court.

In the absence of  an-
ybody representing the 
Attorney-General of  Fed-
eration, Barrister Arunchi 
Rachael Worlu who repre-
sented the Attorney-gener-
al though for different case, 
was asked to take over.

She said she was not 
briefed but will report back 
to the office for appropri-
ate action.

After hearing the prayers, 
the presiding judge, Jus-
tice Nnamdi Dimgba ad-
journed the case to 15th 
June 2022 for hearing. He 
ordered the plaintiff  to 
serve the defendants with 
pre-notice information.

PDP raises alarm over plot of
Gov Umahi to seal party
secretariat in Ebonyi
From David Eze, Abakaliki

T
he Peoples Democrat-
ic Party, PDP, Ebonyi 
state chapter has raised 

alarm over plot by Governor 
David Umahi to seal the state 
Party Secretariat in Abakaliki

The Party in a statement 
issued by the Publicity Secre-
tary Mr Nwoba Chika Nwo-
ba in Abakaliki accused gov-
ernor Umahi of  threatening 
to seal the Secretariat over al-
leged shooting in the premises 
of  the party last week. 

The statement reads: “The 

JAMB ICT centre Coordinator flees 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A 
coordinator of  an 
computer centre 
accredited for Com-

puter Based Test (CBT) 
in Isuochi, Umunneochi 
LGA of  Abia State escaped 
the beating of  his life, Sat-
urday, after a power failure 
prevented candidates from 
taking their tests.

The ‘JAMB’ centre, 
known as Ihechukw u 
Madubuike Institute of  
Technology, Isuochi,  is one 
of  the most popular UTME 
accredited centres in Abia 
State because of  large num-
ber of  candidates that use 
the facility.

Trouble started on Sat-
urday when the first exam-
ination timed for 7-9 am 
was delayed after the pow-
er generator set serving the 
facility developed a fault, 
making the computer sets 
to switch off.

Initially, the candidates 
were assured of  quick resto-
ration of  light  by the man-
agement of  the centre as 
they claimed that the out-
age was caused by shortage 
of  petrol in their gen set.

But all efforts made to 
restart the generator were 
unsuccessful, making it im-
possible for the candidates 
to take their tests.

On realising that the gen-
erator had packed up, the 
coordinator of  the centre, 
identified as “Aristotle” 
sneaked out the centre with 
the promise of  replacing 
the faulty generator.

This frustrating an-
gered the UTME candi-
dates and their parents as 
they accused Ihechukwu 
Madubuike Institute of  
technology of  sabotaging 
their university admission 
ambitions while other can-
didates threatened to dam-
age the computer sets be-
longing to the institute.

It took the intervention 
of  some parents who ac-
companied their children 
to the venue, before the stu-
dents were calmed down.

At the Abia State head-
quarters of  Joint Admis-
sion Matriculations Board 
(JAMB) a representative 
of  Federal Ministry of  
Education Abuja and Res-
ident Monitor in charge 
of  JAMB, Mrs Aramu At-
inuke appealed for calm 
from the disappointed can-
didates and their parents, 
assuring that a new date 
may fixed for them to re-
take the stalled tests.

News Echo gathered that 
some of  the JAMB candi-
dates were sponsored by 
Hon Nkeiruka Onyejiocha, 
the member representing 
Isukwuato/Umunneochi 
federal constituency.

Some of  the candidates 
are orphans and those from 
poor homes who received 
sponsorship from the 
House member to register 
for West African Exami-
nations Council, Nation-
al Examinations Council 
(NECO) and Unified Ter-
tiary Matriculations Exam-
inations (UTME).

attention of  the People’s 
Democratic Party in Ebonyi 
State has been drawn to the 
threat and allegation leveled 
against it by a onetime gov-
ernor of  Ebonyi State, Engr 
David Umahi. In his usual 
smokescreen church outing, 
he made the threat of  sealing 
the state secretariat of  the par-
ty, yesterday, buttressing his 
reason on an alleged shooting 
in the premises of  the party 
last week”. 

“It’s pertinent to reiterate 
that no crisis erupted in the 
secretariat of  our ebullient 

APGA Chairman Oye debunks report 
of Supreme Court sack
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he National Chair-
man of  the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alli-

ance (APGA), Chief  Victor 
Oye, has said reports on the 
social media purporting that 
he has been sacked by the 
Supreme Court as National 
Chairman of  APGA is false 
and misleading.

In a terse response to en-
quiries from News Echo on 
the issue, Oye simply said 
fake news.

A viral report on the social 
media especially a Facebook 
site called APGA Interac-
tive Forum (AIF) on Tues-
day, May 10, 2022, alleged 
that the Supreme Court had 
sacked Oye as the National 
Chairman of  APGA.

The report reads, “The 
Supreme Court of  Nigeria 
has just reviewed its judg-
ment which it earlier gave 
on October 14, 2021. In the 
said judgment, the Supreme 
Court delivering ruling on 
the appeal filed by Mr Jude 
Okeke against the judgment 
of  the Appeal court, Kano 
division stated that the re-
moval of  Ozo Victor Oye 
was not “justiceable.” That 
it was the internal affairs of  
the party and thereby struck 
out the appeal.

 “It was on this basis that 
INEC recognized Oye and 
accepted Prof  Soludo as the 
candidate of  the party for 
November 6, Anambra state 

governorship election.
 “But yesterday, the Su-

preme Court sat again to 
review the judgment. Chief  
Edozie Njoku had written 
to the Supreme court de-
manding a review of  the 
judgment on the grounds 
that it was not Oye but him, 
that was removed by the Ji-
gawa state high court which 
was challenged at the appeal 
court Kano.

 “Chief  Njoku told the Su-
preme court that Oye was a 
mere interloper who sought 
to join the appeal and should 

not have been mentioned in 
page 13 of  the judgment as 
the national chairman of  
APGA.

 “The supreme court in its 
wisdom sat yesterday and 
reviewed the judgment. The 
5 man panel agreed that it 
was an injustice to have 
mentioned Oye as the na-
tional chairman of  APGA.

 “They therefore reviewed 
the judgment, corrected the 
error and inserted the name 
of  Chief  Edozie Njoku as 
the National Chairman of  
APGA.

party. Police only fired shots 
to the air when a deluge of  
party members involuntarily 
swooped on the adhoc dele-
gation that came to organize 
3-man delegates’ congress in 
the state”. 

“Our party controls a better 
half  of  the Ebonyi popula-
tion and it’s not out of  place 
to have the retinue of  heads 
rearing to catch glimpse of  
the faces of  the party’s august 
guests”. 

“We frown at the threat 
coming from the onetime 
governor and charge him to 
desist from slandering the 
PDP in Ebonyi State out of  
envy of  the successes the par-
ty has recorded within the 
little time frame he exited the 
fold”.



News

FHC voids Ebonyi cybercrime law, issues
order of injunction restraining Ebonyi Govt 
from enforcement
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From David Eze,
 Abakaliki

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi State capital 

has declared the controver-
sial Ebonyi Cybercrimes 
Law No 12 of  2021 uncon-
stitutional, null and void. 
The Court ruling followed a 
suit by one Pascal Etu who 
had sued the State Governor, 
David Umahi over the con-
troversial law. Ebonyi State 
government had in Septem-
ber 2021 enacted the con-
troversial law in an equally 
controversial circumstance. 
Apart from the House of  
Assembly members, no 
Journalist was present when 
the law was enacted even as 
there was no proof  of  the law 
going through public hearing 
before being passed.

It was also quickly and se-
cretly accented to by the state 
governor, David Umahi al-
most immediately.

The public only became 
aware of  the existence of  the 
law when in October, a so-
cial critic, Godfrey Chikwere 
was arrested by the Police for 
allegedly flouting some sec-
tions of  the law. The Police 
were about to charge him 
to court when he suddenly 
slumped and was rushed to 

the hospital. Earlier this year, 
Mr Etu was arrested for al-
legedly flouting the law, so 
also was the Spokesperson 
of  the People’s Democratic 
Party(PDP) in the State, Chi-
ka Nwoba.

Both were remanded in 
prison by the State Mag-
istrate Court pending the 
determination of  the allega-
tions against them.

Mr Nwoba was later grant-
ed bail by the court following 
outcry and condemnations 
that greeted his arrest. But 
Etu was not as lucky as he is 
still in prison custody till date 
with his matter suffering sev-
eral adjournments. While the 
case against Mr Etu was on 
at the State High Court, he 
instituted the matter against 
the state government and 
four others at the Federal 
High Court in Abakaliki 
challenging the constitution-
ality of  the law. In the suit 
FCAI/CS/6/2022, Mr Etu 
through his Lawyers prayed 
the court to declare that the 
Ebonyi State House of  As-
sembly has no powers to 
make such laws.

He also argued that the law 
is unconstitutional, null and 
void as it runs contrary to 
the Cybercrimes Act passed 
by the National Assembly. 
The respondents in the mater 

Imo D-gov, Placid Njoku with Tosin Ogunsiyi, a Committee Chair of Victims Support 
Fund-VSF, when the NGO handed over palliatives for the 27 LGAs in Imo State recently.

Group demands justice as 
Peace Mass driver crushes 
15-year-old beggar to death 
in Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

A 
rights group, Hu-
man Rights, Liberty 
Access and Peace 

Defenders Foundation (HU-
RIDE) has called for punish-
ment against a commercial 
driver with a transport com-
pany, who killed a 15-year-
old beggar in Onitsha, An-
ambra State.

The group in a statement 
in Onitsha condemned the 
killing of  the girl, describing 
it as gruesome. The group 
said the girl was run over 
by the driver on April 29, 
and neither the driver nor 
the transport company had 
met with the relatives of  
the deceased. A statement 
by the executive director of  
the group, Dede Uzor said: 
“The said girl was killed by 
a hit and run Peace Mass 
Transit driver along the 
Onitsha/Asaba Express-
way, before Bridgehead, but 

did not stop until he was 
pursued and arrested by of-
ficials of  Anambra Road 
Traffic Agency (ATMA).

“Unfortunately, the man-
agement of  the transport 
company has neither met 
with the deceased’s family 
nor extended formal condo-
lences to them. “We call on 
the Anambra State Police 
Command to immediately 
set up machinery in mo-
tion to arrest all the people 
involved in the despicable 
unfortunate killing of  the 
girl and five others who sus-
tained various degrees of  
injuries to serve as a deter-
rent to other reckless drivers. 
“How could a driver kill a 
poor girl, injured five other 
people and escape before he 
was caught by patriotic citi-
zens and since then the man-
agement of  the transport 
company has not deemed it 
fit to visit the bereaved fami-
ly or hospital to see five oth-
ers who were injured in the 
process?”

NUC rates KOMU Ogboko high on
maiden accreditation
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he National Univer-
sity Commission, 
NUC, has rated 

Kingsley Ozumba Mbad-
iwe University, KOMU, 
Ogboko, Ideato North lo-
cal government area, Imo 
State, high on its Maiden 
Accreditation Exercise, 
held on Monday.

This cheering piece of  
information was released 
to journalists by the Vice 

Chancellor of  the Univer-
sity, Prof. I.N.S. Dozie, 
through a letter addressed 
to the school by the Direc-
tor of  Accreditation, NUC, 
Dr. Maryann Sali, with the 
reference number as NUC/
ES/412/VOL.14/43, dat-
ed 14th April, 2022.

According to the Vice 
Chancellor, “the university 
obtained full accreditation 
in the following programs: 
Accounting, Business Ad-
ministration, English and 

Rivers Primary Health Care set to
begin polio vaccination
From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

T
he Rivers State Pri-
mary Health Care 
Management Board 

has revealed that it will 
begin the second round of  
polio vaccination in the 
state from the 14th to 17th 

of  May. 
The board in a statement 
noted that the vaccina-
tion which is targeted at 
children below the age 
of  five will be carried out 
in government health fa-
cilities, worship centers, 
homes, schools and special 
centers.

include Governor of  Ebonyi 
state, Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly and the Attorney 
General of  the Ebonyi state 
as first, second and third 
respondents respectively. 
Others are Commissioner 
of  Police Ebonyi State and 
Department of  State Securi-
ty Services as fourth and fifth 
defendants. In his ruling, 
The Presiding Judge, Justice 
Fatun Riman granted all the 
prayers of  the plaintiff. The 
Judge while declaring the Eb-
onyi Cybercrimes Law 2021 
unconstitutional, null and 
void also issued an order of  
injunction restraining the Eb-
onyi State government from 
continuing to enforce the law. 
Justice Riman further held 
that the Ebonyi State House 
of  Assembly had no consti-
tutional powers to make such 
laws because the National 
Assembly had enacted the 
Cybercrimes Act in 2015 
which is applicable in all the 
states of  the federation. The 
court also held that by virtue 
of  cybercrimes being an item 
in the exclusive legislative list 
only the National Assembly 
can enact laws on it. 

The court also set aside all 
steps, actions, proceedings 
howsoever taken by the Eb-
onyi State Government in 
furtherance of  or in the im-
plementation of  the said Eb-

onyi Cybercrimes Law 2021. 
Reacting, Mr Etu’s Law-
yer, Mike Odo said that the 
Court, through the judgment 
has reaffirmed the constitu-
tional right to fair hearing 

and freedom of  expression 
of  every individual. He not-
ed that people have the right 
to say what they want to 
say and push information 
to the general public within 

the ambit of  the law. He ex-
pressed confidence that with 
the judgment the State High 
Court will free his client at 
the next adjourned date for 
the matter.

Literary Studies, History 
and International Rela-
tions, Biochemistry, Micro-
biology, Political Science 
and Psychology and inter-
im accreditation in Com-
puter Science, Economics 
and Sociology”, noting that 
the validity period for full 
accreditation is five years 
while the validity period for 
interim accreditation is two 
years.

Dozie expressed grati-
tude to God for the “mod-

est achievement”, lauding 
the Governor of  the State 
and Visitor to the Univer-
sity, Hope Uzodimma, for 
his effective, generous sup-
port to the third owned Imo 
State University during the 
preparations for the accred-
itation exercise. 

Also, he hailed staff  and 
students of  KOMU for their 
steadfastness, diligence and 
hardwork so far in record-
ing a “historic milestone”, 
commending the host com-
munities for their solidarity 
during and after the accredi-
tation, expressing happiness 
that the final year students 
of  the university would be 
mobilized for the Nation-
al Youths Service Corps, 
NYSC, programs on gradu-
ation in a few month time. 

However, Dozie assured 
that the management of  
the institution shall remain 
focused, committed in its 
overall drive to reposition 
the University for Global 
Competition, as well as at-
tain worlds class status.

 The board also appealed 
to parents and caregivers 
to permit their teams to 
vaccinate eligible children.
 The vaccination follows 
the resurgence of  Circulat-
ing Vaccine Derived Polio 
Virus Type 2 in Nigeria in 
2021 and 2022.
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Editorial

he Federal Government has fixed TMay 12, as commencement date 
f o r  t h e  E n u m e r a t i o n  o f 

Beneficiaries of the recently restructured 
Government Enterprise Empowerment 
Programme Initiative GEEP 2.0.

The Minister of  Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster Management and Social 
Development Sadiya Umar Farouq made 
this known at the opening of a three-day 
Advance Training on Digitization and 
Registration for Programme Managers & 
Master Trainers of the Social Investment 
Programme.

A statement by her special adviser on 
media Nneka Ikem Anibeze quoted the 
Minister who was represented by the 
National Coordinator NSIP, Dr Umar 
Bindir to have pointed out the aim of the 
training programme to be introduction of 
digitization with modern software and 
working tools to the Programme 
Managers and Master Trainers.

Umar Farouq explained that GEEP 
has been restructured for digital 
compliance to enable trainers to align 
with the latest trends in modern 
technology. This she said is to fulfill 
President Muhammadu Buhari's desire to 
lift 100 million persons out of poverty.

“Poverty is an issue for our country 
and unfortunately, it is very high. We are 
on the GEEP level. We have Focal 
Persons of all the states and the National 
Orientation Agency also represented 
here.

“We want to have the first crack at 
trying to register and document all the 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i n  a  s e a m l e s s  b u t 
transparent process.

“We must now learn that this pool of 
poor Nigerians need to be properly 
identified and documented”.

T h e  m i n i s t e r  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t 
repayment of the interest free loan at the 
expiration of its tenure is a function of 
efficiency and success.

The Team Lead of GEEP, Zainab 
Musawa who presented an overview of 
the Advance Training on Digitization and 
Registration for Programme Managers 
and Master Trainers stated that the 
training will provide a comprehensive 
framework for the enhancement of the 
beneficiaries' registration processes and 
implementation of digital transformation 
of the programme delivery throughout 
the GEEP 2.0 lifespan.

“While significant progress has been 
made regarding implementation, the 
Ministry has been stringent in enhancing 
a programme design to have a better 
delivery to the communities in need.

“The Ministry has been cognizant of 
the importance of digital processes for 
effective delivery results and as such, is 
proud to announce the digitization of the 
GEEP 2.0 processes and enhanced 
registration policies in efforts towards 
mandate achievement”.

However, disbursement of the GEEP 
l o a n s  i s  ex p e c t e d  t o  c o m m e n c e 
immediately after the enumeration 
exercise.

The Minister of Humanitarian Affairs 
Disaster Management and Social 
Development, Ms. Sadiya Umar Farouq, 
had said the loan is payable within nine 
months  without  interest  and a l l 
beneficiaries would soon receive their 
disbursement alerts.

The Ministry will roll out the 
programme in all the 36 states and the 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
nationwide, after which an enumeration 
exercise to capture beneficiaries' biodata, 
would follow. This exercise followed the 
final verification of Phase 1 applicants 
who qualified and were selected for the 
scheme.

The GEEP 2.0 is a loan scheme 
designed by the federal government to 
provide financial inclusion and give credit 
access to poor and vulnerable individuals, 
including Persons With Disability 
(PWD) and persons at the bottom of the 
economic pyramid who are engaged in 
small scale commercial activities. .under 
its three flagship schemes: MarketMoni, 
TraderMoni and FarmerMoni.

Tradermoni is designed to uplift 
under-privileged and marginalised youths 
aged between 18 and 40 years in Nigeria 
by providing them with loans of N50, 000 
while MarketMoni is focused on under-
privileged and marginalised women aged 
between 18 and 55 years like widows, 
divorcees amongst other vulnerable 
groups.

They would get interest-free loans of 
N50, 000 payable between six and nine 
months.

FarmerMoni is for Nigerian farmers 
aged between 18-55 years in rural areas. 
They would be provided with loans of up 
to N300, 000 to acquire farming input. 
This scheme has 12 months repayment 
plan, which included three months 
moratorium and nine months repayment 
period.

Considering, the ravaging rate of 
poverty in the country, News Echo 
therefore enjoins the Southeastern 
governors to key into this rare and life 
uplifting opportunity for their citizenry 
in order to give them succor.

Need for South East states
to key into GEEP 2.0
beneficiaries enumeration
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Opinion

By Ehichioya Ezomon
                                

A
s new frontiers 
open in the Rivers 
State chapter of 
the All Progres-

sives Congress (APC) over 
the 2023 governorship con-
test, a final showdown is 
imminent between estranged 
political gladiators, Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi and Magnus 
Ngei Abe.

At the issue is whether 
Abe, former Senator repre-
senting Rivers South East, is 
qualified to vie on the plat-
form of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) from which 
he’s obtained the Expression 
of Interest and Nomination 
Forms to participate in the 
May 12 screening of gover-
norship aspirants, and the 
May 18 primaries, respec-
tively.

Abe and his faction had re-
portedly declined to revalidate 
their membership last year, on 
the excuse that the materials 
for the exercise were hoarded 
by the Amaechi camp for its 
members.

But other reports indicate 
that the Abe faction deliber-
ately refused to revalidate their 
membership under the new 
APC leadership that emerged 
from the Amaechi camp, as 
approved by the Courts.

So, if  Abe didn’t revalidate 
his membership of  the APC, 
and yet purchased the nomi-
nation forms that entitle him 
to participate at the prima-
ries, will he be allowed as a 
non-registered member?

How did Abe get the forms 
if  he isn’t a member of  the 
APC? Was it to get him to 
part with N50 million for the 
nomination forms, and then 
disqualify/prevent him from 
participating in the primaries?

If  Abe isn’t an APC mem-
ber, how did he get nominated 
onto the board of  a Federal 
Government body that only 
card-carrying members are 
entitled to? That shows some 
powers beyond the Transpor-
tation Minister, Mr Amaechi, 
are backing Abe!

These and more are the 
knotty questions that need an-
swers – and quickly too – as 
the Rivers APC is headed for 
fresh crisis, not only from the 
Amaechi versus Abe tangle, 
but Amaechi against some loy-
al members in his camp vying 
for the governor’s seat in 2023.

Presumably as per the listing 

Rivers 2023: 
Amaechi Vs Abe, others

by the unrepentant promot-
er and defender of  APC and 
Amaechi, Chief  Eze Chukwu 
Eze, they include Messrs Da-
kuku Peterside, Dawari 

George, Tonye Princewill, 
Davies Sonkote and Alabo 
Ebenezer.

Their aspirations, especially 
that of  Dr Peterside, the de-
feated governorship candidate 
of  the APC in the 2015 polls, 
have been cut short following 
the adoption of  “consensus” 
by the Rivers APC to pick its 
flagbearer in Pastor Tonye 
Cole, an oil magnate that also 
got the ticket for the abort-
ed APC platform in the 2019 
polls in Rivers.

Like Abe has always cried 
about, these aspirants had 
asked for, and looked forward 
to a primary process on a lev-
el-playing field, to test their 
acclaimed popularity with the 
APC delegates.

But their entreaties were un-
heeded, as a group of  APC 
elders from the local govern-
ment areas of  Rivers met and 
cast their lot for Cole, as the 
“consensus candidate” going 
into the primaries.

Thus, the Amaechi camp has 
fire to quench on three fronts. 
First, from the APC loyal 
members that wanted to con-
test for governor. Only a timely 
and sincere mollification could 
make them to shelve their am-
bitions, and back Cole’s candi-
dature for the 2023 poll.

Second is Abe, who un-
disguisedly spearheaded the 
court-ordered disqualification 
of  the APC from fielding can-
didates for governorship and 
legislative elections in 2019, 
with the APC recording net 
zero.

The Abe faction has virtually 
signalled its intention to travel 
that disingenuous route again 
if  Abe is prevented from the 
screening or primaries, or the 
processes are manipulated to 
favour any aspirant.

On May 1, at the National 
School Field, Okrika, during 
a meeting with the people of  
Okrika and Ogu/Bolo local 
council of  Rivers, Abe urged 
his supporters to brace up for 
the tough fight ahead.

His words: “I have said it be-
fore, and want to say it again, 
that Rivers people have never 
been slaves to anybody and 
nobody, no matter the amount 
of  money he has, nobody can 
enslave us here in Rivers State. 
We can chart our own destiny.

“Let me assure you all that 

the road ahead will not be 
easy but you have the power, 
the capacity and audacity, and 
I know that we can do it. We 
will do it and we’ll win.

“I will present myself  to the 
Rivers people and if  they de-
cide to choose a better person 
over me through a transparent 
process, I will support that per-
son.

“We must have a clear and 
transparent process. But if  
they bring somebody through 
a kangaroo process, we will 
not accept. We will challenge 
it.” It’s an ominous warning 
that relives the past!

The third confrontation for 
the Amaechi camp is from 
Rivers Governor Nyesom 
Wike, and the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP), who tri-
umphed over the APC in 2015 
and 2019 when Amaechi was 
director-general of  the Bu-
hari-Osinbajo Campaign Or-
ganisation.

Wike, who makes Amae-
chi and APC his daily talking 
points, even at Sunday wor-
ships, was the “drummer” that 
played for the Abe camp to de-
stroy the APC, from the lead-
up to the polls in 2019.

From all indications, Wike is 
prepared to play that role again 
if  a willing hand is found in 
the APC during the process of  
the polls. And that’s why the 
Amaechi camp should handle 
with care, dexterity and flexi-
bility the governorship aspi-
rations of  Abe, Peterside and 
others.

It doesn’t do Amaechi any 

good for Chief  Eze to refer-
ence the Minister harping on 
“loyalty” by party members, 
particularly in the wake of  
sidetracking of  other aspirants 
in the “choice” of  Cole as the 
consensus pick of  the Rivers 
APC for the 2023 elections.

Or how is offering negative 
opinions about consensus “im-
moral for anyone loyal to the 
party and her leadership to 
think otherwise,” as Eze said, 
even as he “accepts and agrees 
with some school of  thought” 
that “Cole is not an ideal pol-
itician by keeping off  from 
most of  our political activities 
and welfare of  members”?

Should the aggrieved aspir-
ants, denied the opportunity 
to test their popularity with the 
APC delegates, shrug off  their 
disappointment with a whim-
per and clap for Cole and his 
“kingmakers”?

The right approach to 
quench the simmering fire is 
what Chief  Eze comes to even-
tually in his daily bulletin on 
his media group’s WhatsApp 
page: sympathise and plead 
with the aspirants.

While appealing to Peterside 
and others to sheath the sword, 
Eze reminded them that losing 
the governorship ticket isn’t 
the end of  the road, as there’re 
numerous appointive positions 
if  they join hands to fight, to 
elect the APC at the state and 
federal levels.

Eze’s words: “Our major 
goal, as party faithful, is to en-
sure that we get back the Brick 
House (in Port Harcourt) and 

occupy the Aso Rock (in Abu-
ja), and when that happens, 
we all will be tired of  appoint-
ments. So, why fight over little 
or inconsequential issues while 
we are capable of  having better 
opportunities by tomorrow.”

As for Abe, it’s doubtful any 
plea, other than allowing him 
to have his day at the primaries, 
will change his mind against 
going the same road he’d trod-
den the last time, especially as 
he wasn’t sanctioned for his 
obvious anti-party activities of  
dragging the APC through the 
Courts, and scuttling its chanc-
es in Rivers in 2019.

Of  course, Abe would argue 
that his rights and those of  
his factional followers, as reg-
istered APC members, were 
breached by alleged exclusion 
from the party congresses and 
primaries.

And the only remedy avail-
able to them, after the APC 
failed to resolve the issues, was 
to approach the Courts that 
ruled against the party for vio-
lating its own rules and regula-
tions regarding the conduct of  
congresses and primaries.

Such self-inflicted inju-
ries should be avoided in the 
screening and primaries, to 
prevent the APC losing the 
2023 polls – the third time in 
a row in Rivers State – either 
through the ballots or via the 
courts.

Mr. Ezomon, Journalist and 
Media Consultant, writes from 
Lagos, Nigeria.

Rotimi Ama echi     Magnus Abe
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t u d e n t s  o f  t h e 

SUniversity of  Ilorin, 
Kw a r a  S t a t e ,  o n 

Tuesday staged a peaceful 
protest to register their 
d i s p l e a s u r e  o v e r  t h e 
prolonged strike action by 
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, ASUU, in 
Nigeria's public universities.

Reacting to the 12 
weeks extension of  the 
strike action by ASUU, the 
students in their large 
numbers vowed to carry 
t h e i r  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e 
Government House, the 

 pres ident ia l 

Aaspirant on the 
platform of  the 

Young Prog ress ives 
Party, Mrs Ruby Isaac, 
has pledged to work 
t owa r d  e n d i n g  t h e 
perennial  Academic 
S t a f f  U n i o n  o f  
Universities' strike in the 
country. 

Isaac said this on 
Tuesday at the party's 
National Secretariat in 
Abuja when she spoke 
with newsmen. 

She also promised to 
salvage dysfunctional 
public institutions in the 
country, saying that 
quality and functional 

and watch his or her child 
remain in school for so long.” 

She promised to strive 
hard to reduce to the bare 
minimum the number of  out-
of-school children in the 
country.

“We wi l l  do  th i s  by 
c rea t ing  and  en forc ing 
legislation that will make it 
c o m p u l s o r y  f o r 
parents/guardians to send 
their  chi ldren/wards to 
school, at least up to the 
s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l  o f  
education,” she said. 

education was a catalyst 
f o r  n a t i o n a l 
development. 

“It is shameful to see 
education stakeholders 
who have not performed 
wel l  now vying  for 
elective positions while 
the system suffers and 
youths suffer longevity 
in studying short-term 
courses as a result of  
their insensitivity and 
selfishness.

“Nigerian leaders 
deliberately ignored 
proffering solutions to 
the nation's problem 
b e c a u s e  o f  g r e e d , 
selfishness and self-
service. 

She also promised to pay 
special attention to girl-child 
education, especially in 
Northern Nigeria. 

The aspirant also pledged 
to address infrastructure 
deficit in Nigeria, which has 
been identif ied as most 
challenging factor in doing 
business in the country. 

She pledged to offset the 
nation's foreign debt as well 
as end further borrowings. 

According to her, to clear 
a nation's  debt without 
fur ther  borrowings,  the 

“But if  I am given the 
opportunity to serve in 
the  capaci ty  of  the 
president, I will ensure 
that identified problems 
that hinder national 
progress such as ASUU 
strikes would be given 
permanent solutions. 

“I will also ensure 
that children of  elected 
public officers are made 
to school within the 
country and not outside 
the country,” she said. 

She added: “This is 
one major way to end a 
d y s f u n c t i o n a l 
educational  system, 
because  no  e l ec t ed 
officer would sit back 

c o u n t r y  m u s t  b e c o m e 
resourceful and generate its 
funds internally.

“We will diversity into 
ever y untapped natural 
resource that we have like 
rubber and ensure that our 
e c o n o m y  b e c o m e s  a 
multidimensional economy,” 
she said. 

She promised to use the 
party's strategies to tackle 
poverty, overhaul the police 
and other sister agencies for 
better results. 

state House of  Assembly, 
roads linking the Ilorin 
Inter nat ional  Air por t , 
Federal Secretariat, Police 
Headquar ters  and the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e 
Ser vices  of f ice  among 
o ther s  i f  the  mee t ing 
b e t w e e n  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government and ASUU 
fails to resolve the crisis in 
the next few days.

They lamented their 
continued stay at home due 
to the lingering strike action 
a n d  c a l l e d  o n  t h e 
government to listen to and 

meet ASUU's demands to 
enable them to return to 
class and complete their 
academic programmes.

The students declared 
that they will have nothing 
to do with the 2023 general 
elections if  the strike action 
was not called off.

To ensure a peaceful 
protest by the students and 
prevent  i t  f rom be ing 
hijacked by hoodlums, DSS 
operatives, police personnel 
and Man 'O' War, manned 
strategic locations around 
the  ins t i tu t ion ' s  main 

campus to provide security.
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 

S t u d e n t s '  U n i o n 
Government, Comrade 
Taofik Waliu, said the 
protest was staged to create 
a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g 
stakeholders and public 
members over their sadness 
on the ASUU strike, adding 
“we are tired.”

“We want to graduate. 
The FGN should listen to 
ASUU's demands. We don't 
plan to move around town 
today. We hope that soon 
ASUU strike will be a thing 

of  the past whereby hanging 
students can graduate and 
hanging 300 level students 
can move up and so on.

“However, if  nothing 
fruitful comes out after the 
FG/ASUU meeting this 
week, we will move en mass 
continuously with other 
students of  10 educational 
institutions in the state to 
occupy and block the roads 
to various places in the state 
capi ta l  to  regis ter  our 
d i s p l e a s u r e  o v e r  t h e 
lingering ASUU strike,” he 
warned.

In his own speech, the 
Chairman of  the National 
Association of  Nigeria 
Students, NANS, Comrade 
S a l m a n  Yu s u f  Y i s a , 
appealed to state governors 
to intervene because the 
i s s u e  wa s  b e yo n d  t h e 
Federal Government.

It could be recalled that 
ASUU extended its ongoing 
strike by another 12 weeks 
following what it described 
as the Federal Government's 
failure to address the issues 
in contention between the 
two parties.

UNILORIN students protest prolonged ASUU strike

YPP presidential aspirant
promises to end perennial strike
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h e  J o i n t TAdmissions and 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 

B o a r d  h a d  y e t  t o 
commence releasing the 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination because of  
some internal appraisal, its 
R e g i s t r a r / C h i e f  
Executive, Prof. Ishaq 
Oloyede, said on Tuesday. 

According to him, 
JAMB wouldn't want to 
release results because it 
had asked people to submit 
reports, particularly of  
malpractices. 

Oloyede stated these in 
Abuja during a meeting of  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Yo u t h 
S e r v i c e  C o r p s 
management and with 
Re g i s t r a r s  o f  C o r p s 
Producing Institutions in 
Nigeria. 

He said, “Yes, we have 
no reason not to release the 
results but we are also 
d o i n g  s o m e  i n t e r n a l 
appraisal. One, we don't 
want this situation where 
you release results and you 
start to withdraw some; so 
we have asked people to 
s u b m i t  r e p o r t s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  
malpractices.

“And for the first day 

he Vice-Chancellor, TPrince Abubakar 
Audu University, 

Anyigba in Kogi state, Prof. 
M a r i e t u  Te n u c h e  h a s 
warned staff  and students of  
the  ins t i tut ion against 
cultism, rape, and extortion. 

The Vice-Chancellor 
handed down the warning in 
a speech delivered at the 
matriculation of  6,470 new 
students and made available 
to newsmen in Lokoja on 
Monday. 

“This institution has 
zero-tolerance for social 
vices like cultism, rape, 
extortion, and others and 
wi l l  not  spear  anyone 

Commission had given full 
accreditation to the nine 
programmes of  the Faculty 
of  Education. 

h e  n e w  V i c e -TChancellor, Anchor 
U n i ve r s i t y,  P r o f . 

Samuel Oye Bandele has said 
he plans to upgrade the 
institute to an international 
standard. 

Speaking at the sixth 
m a t r i c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
university, Prof. Samuel Oye-
Bandele said part of  his vision 
for engagement effort was to 
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r 
organisations. 

The investiture of  Oye 
B a n d e l e ,  w h i c h  w a s 
performed by the Chairman 

of  Governing Council, Prof. 
S.T Odi-Owei also took place 
during the matriculation of   
200 students. 

“We are starting with the 
Deeper Life Bible Church 
Institution and companies for 
m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n , 
connection and collaboration. 
AUL and Deeper Life High 
S c h o o l  a l r e a dy  s t a r t e d 
discussions along this line. We 
are, by the Grace of  God, to 
sign our Memorandum of  
Understanding shortly. Effort 
is on to enter into the same 
collaboration with others, 

among which are Women 
Mirror, Life Tapes and DLBC 
Waters. Public awareness 
about AUL is being worked 
upon for better visibility.

He added that to improve 
e n r o l m e n t ,  A U L  w a s 
pursuing the establishment of  
t h r e e  n ew  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
programmes.

“These are Law, Nursing 
and Architecture; four other 
new programmes are also 
awai t ing  NUC resource 
verification visits. We are 
m e r g i n g  f a c u l t i e s  a n d 
departments to meet the 

rea l i t ies  of  our  present 
e n r o l m e n t  a n d  t o 
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  n e w 
p r o g r a m m e s  b e i n g 
introduced. 

“This is an assignment 

tha t  came wi th  a  c l ea r 

m a n d a t e  t o  m o v e  t h e 

University from the present 

stature to a new horizon of  

progress and prosperity. The 

mandate was to build on the 

Triple- E – vision and mission: 

Enrolment, Enrichment and 

Engagement. ” 

caught”. 
S h e  t o l d  t h e 

matr iculat ing  s tudents 
unequivocally to as a matter 
of  their own interest keep off  
from outlawed social vices in 
the institution which may 
bring to ridicule the name of  
the university, state, and 
their parents.

“ C u l t i s m ,  r a p e , 
extortion, of  money from 
s t u d e n t s  u s i n g  c l a s s 
representatives, indecent 
dressing, among others, are 
vices that have no place in 
the new university that we 
a r e  b u i l d i n g .  A s  a n 
administration, we have 
zero tolerance for these 
vices”, she said.

She also disclosed that 
the National universities 

after the result was ready, 
we now scrutinized and we 
saw that about 40 per cent 
of  the report were not in. 
So, why release 60 per cent 
and create confusion? We 
have insisted that this year, 
we will not release the 
results until we have all the 
reports of  examination 
malpractices. 

“ S o,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
releasing results and now 
coming, they will be very 

few rather than the large 
number that we had. The 
results are ready but we 
believe we need to have all 
the reports; we have about 
70 per cent of  reports now 
updated but we want 100 
per cent. 

“The result will be out; 
for instance, I was told that 
the exam of  Saturday is 
completed now. The results 
are in; when I get to the 
office today I will append 

he Federal Capital TT e r r i t o r y 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

(FCTA) has issued a salient 
warning to schools in the 
territory to desist from 
working with the Parents 
Teacher s  Assoc ia t ion 
(PTA) to extort money 
from students and teachers 
through unauthorized 
projects.

The FCTA also warned 
that it's illegal for schools to 
h i d e  b e h i n d  s p e c i a l 
initiatives to place undue 
difficulties on parents and 
guardians by collecting 
illegal fees.

D a h i r  E l - K a t u z u , 
F C TA  S e c r e t a r y  f o r 
Education Secretariat, gave 
the warning during a school 
resumption inspection at 

K u b w a  G o v e r n m e n t 
Secondary School.

FCTA has a standard 
that must be upheld in all 
schools and any school that 
breaks the regulations will 
be sanctioned, El-Katuzu 
hinted.

The Secretary noted 
that school resumption 
i n s p e c t i o n  h a d  b e e n 
sustained by the secretariat, 
as a measure to keep both 
t e a c h e r s ,  p u p i l s  a n d 
students in proper check.

According to him, the 
Secretariat will continue to 
demonstrate the value it 
attaches to Education.

Meanwhile, the PTA 
Chairman of  Government 
Science Secondary School, 
Pyakasa-Maitama, Chidi 
Oparauwokè, pledged that 

the Association will remain 
committed to the policies 
of  the administration while 
promoting the ideals of  
education.

Similarly, the Principal, 
Government Secondary 
School,  Kubwa, Musa 
Zuru said his school has 
r ecorded  a lmos t  80% 
attendance within the first 
two days of  resumption.

Zuru noted that his 
s c h o o l  h a s  a  s e t  o f  
standards that can't be 
compromised.

The Schools inspected 
include GSS Pyakasa-
Maitama, and in Kubwa, 
the Government Junior 
Secondary school, Phase 
III, Kubwa, GSS Kubwa 
and a private school, Unity 
High school were visited.

my signature and it will go 
out.” 

The JAMB CEO also 
spoke about those people 
who could not write the 
UTME based on technical 
challenges in some CBT 
centres. 

“I don't know those 
schools. There are no 
technical hitches because 
those you called BVN 
matters we have reassigned 
all of  them from yesterday 

( M o n d a y )  f o r  t o d a y 
(Tuesday). We created four 
sections to clear all of  them 
because it is not the fault of  
the candidate. 

“We have a technical 
hitch from one of  our 
service providers and 
where they were supposed 
to use one character they 
used another and it created 
some problems for the 
candidates. But we have 
a d d r e s s e d  t h a t  b y 

reassigning them and all of  
them without exception at 
the end of  tomorrow, we 
are putting them fourth 
section. 

“You know the third 

section finishes at around 

3:30 pm, so we deliberately 

created a fourth section to 

make sure we clear them 

by tomorrow because we 

have no time.” 

Why we've not released UTME results – JAMB

FCTA reads riot act against extortion, fees hike in Abuja schools

VC warns against cultism, extortion in
Kogi Varsity

Anchor Varsity plans rebranding
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he palace of  HRH, TEzie Ukoha Kalu 
Ukoha, the Kpoke 

( 1 )  o f  E k e l e u g o 
autonomous community of  
Ebem Ohafia, Abia State is 

under the threat of  gully 
erosion.

S o m e  h o u s e s  a n d 
economic trees belonging 
to indigenes of  the town 
are also in danger of  going 
d o w n ,  d u e  t o  t h e 
rampaging gully.

The gully, which was 

small in size a few years 
ago, is now a source of  
worry for the royal father 
and other  nat ives  of  
Ebem, as it has been 
increasing in width and 
depth.

This alarm was raised 
b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y 

through its President-
General, Mr Emeka Mba 
while speaking on the 
ecological challenges his 
people are facing.

Mba, who spoke to 
Jo u r n a l i s t s  ove r  t h e 
weekend, appealed to the 
federal and Abia State 
governments to rescue his 
people from the ecological 
challenges as they have no 
other place to live, should 

their houses cave into the 
gully.

The P-G explained 
that his people have been 
m a k i n g  e f f o r t s  a t 
controlling the erosion 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  b u t 
regretted that efforts of  
Ebem indigenes home and 
abroad have not yielded 
the desired results.

Mba lamented that 
r a t h e r  t h a n  g e t t i n g 
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e 
communal efforts, the 
g u l ly  k e p t  c l a i m i n g 
houses, farmlands and 
even economic resources.

He further stated that 
motorists and visitors to 
the community who are 
not knowledgeable about 
the  t e r ra in  o f  Ebem 
Ohafia are in the danger 
of  falling falling into the 
gullies, especially at night.

The P-G told News 
Echo that some warning 
signs have been erected at 
danger areas to warn , 
motorists, passengers, 

n alleged plan by a 

Ab u s i n e s s m a n  t o 
build a mortuary 

beside a community river 
was exposed and stopped by 
i n d i g e n e s  o f  U mu i r e, 
Umuahia North LGA of  
Abia State. The controversial 
mortuary was at foundation 
level when the indigenes of  
the community stumbled on 
the project and raised alarm.

This development was 
revealed by the President-
general of  Ohuhu Welfare 
Union worldwide, Chief  Obi 
Aguocha, when he received 
in his home, a group of  
protesters from Umuagu 
Ohuhu community who 
came to register their anger 
about alleged arrest and 
harassment of  their natives 
by a powerful indigene of  
Umuagu.

Chief  Aguocha who said 
that the proximity of  the   
m o r t u a r y  t o  t h e 
community 's  s tream of  
U m u i r e  c o n t r a v e n e d 
acceptable health standard 
of  the people, adding  that 
the leadership of  Ohuhu 
Welfare Union immediately 
directed the discontinuation 

of  the mortuary.
He made it known that 

the safety and progress of  
Ohuhu citizens  across the 
globe was paramount to him 
while advising his people to 
remain peaceful, united and 
law abiding.

On the alleged arrest 
h a r a s s m e n t  o f  s o m e 
i n d i g e n e s  o f  U mu a g u 
Ohuhu based on petitions by 
a powerful member of  the 
community, the President-
g e n e r a l  p r o m i s e d  t o 
investigate the matter to 
bring a lasting solution to the 
matter. Meanwhile, a native 
of  Umuire community, 
where the controversial 
mortuary was to be built, 
thanked the P-G of  Ohuhu 
Welfare Union worldwide, 
Chief  Obi Aguocha for 
intervening on the issue. The 
Umuire indigene who spike 
under anonymity noted that 
the rural people stood the 
risk of  having their only 
source of  water polluted, had 
the mortuary project been 
allowed to stand. “Our river 
is where we take our cassava 
for fermentation to produce 
fufu, we go there to wash 
cloths, and we drink from the 
water and take bath. That is 
w h y  w e  r e j e c t e d  t h a t 
mor tuary.  We are even 
keeping vigilant around the 
place to ensure that nothing 
like that is erected there."

farmers etc of  the danger 
erosion sites.

When News Echo 
v i s i t e d  A b i a  S t a t e 
Ministry of  environment 
and Abia State National 
Erosion and Watershed 
Management  Pro jec t 
( N E W M A P )  a l l  i n 
Umuahia, the Head of  
N E W M A P ,  E n g r 
Izuchukwu Onwughara 
was not in office but a 
senior official of  the 
agency said he was not in 
the right position to speak 
on Ohafia gully erosion.

The NEWMAP staff  
simply  informed News 
Echo that several erosion 
s i t e s  i n  A m u z u k w u 
Umuahia and other parts 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  b e e n 
controlled by his office.

Also, the executive 
secretary of  Abia State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (SEMA),  Mr 
Sunny Jackson did not 
respond to calls put across 
his phone line.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Gully erosion threatens Abia traditional ruler's
palace, other buildings

How natives rejected
siting of mortuary
beside community's
stream

Ohafia gully
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 Federal High Court sitting 

Ain Zubwa, Abuja, has 
bar red  the  Imo Sta te 

chapter of  the Peoples Democratic 
Par ty  (PDP) f rom using the 
contrived result of  the 3-man adhoc 
delegates election results for the 
state which were not conducted in 
the election of  candidates.

Justice Bello Kawu granted the 
preservative order after listening to a 
motion exparte filed by Mrs. 
Chidinma Nancy Uzomba, an 
aspirant cleared by the PDP to 
contest the election for Ideato 
Federal Constituency.

She approached  the court 
following the alleged stealing of  the 
result sheets of  the two Local 
Government Areas by Chief  of  
Staff  to PDP National Secretary 
Sam Anyanwu and non-conduct of  
the delegates elections in the entire 
state and the controversy of  a list 
being pushed by the National 
Secretary of  the Party, Senator 
Samuel Anyanwu as delegates for 
the election.

I n  t h e  s u i t  N o : 
FCT/HC/BW/CV/1450/2022, 
the claimant listed the PDP and the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) as defendants.

The motion was accompanied 
by an affidavit of  urgency deposed 
to by Maliki Sylvanus from the law 
firm of  Chief  Mike Ozekhome 
(SAN).

Justice Kawu after listening to 
submissions by counsel to the 
claimant, Daniel Edachi further 
restrained the Peoples Democratic 
Party and the Independent National 
Electoral Commission INEC from 
recognizing any result emanating 
from the 3-man ad hoc delegates 
election in Imo State and or 
including any person(s) purportedly 
elected in the said 3-man ad hoc 
delegates election held on the 30th 
day of  April, 2022 or any other date 
from voting or participating in the 
election of  the candidates of  PDP 
f o r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e 
forthcoming primary election of  the 
party pending the hearing and 
determination of  the Motion on 
Notice.

The Judge also granted an 
order restraining the PDP from 
allowing, recognizing or giving 
effect to any purported delegates 
emanating from the stolen and or 
missing result sheets of  Ideato 
North and Ideato South Local 
Government Areas 3-man ad hoc 
delegates election to vote in the 
primary election of  the PDP in both 
Local Government Areas for the 
purpose of  electing candidates for 
the 2023 general elections pending 
the hearing and determination of  
the Motion on Notice.

The order further bars INEC 
from accepting from the PDP any 

list of  candidates from Imo State 
who emerge from any primary 
election held with the list of  the 
ill-fated delegates list.

By this ruling, the Court has 
barred the PDP from conducting 
any other 3-man ad hoc delegates 
election and therefore leaves the 
party only with the option of  
conducting its primaries in the 
state with only the statutory 
delegates list.

Lawyers who hailed the 
judgment as an end to impunity in 
party politics said that all the 27 
House of  Assembly, 10 House of  
Representatives and 3 Senatorial 
candidates of  the Party risk being 
disqualified and excluded from 
the election id the PDP does not 
strictly obey the orders of  the 
Court as that was the fate that 
befell the APC in Rivers State 
which led to the Supreme Court 
excluding all its candidates from 
participating in the 2019 general 
election for not obeying an order 
of  Court.

Also, leading House of  
Representatives aspirant for 
Ideato North and South Federal 
Constituency and opposition 
coalition spokesperson, Ikenga 
Imo Ugochinyere described the 
judgment as victory for rule of  
law and a second chance for the 
PDP to save itself  from technical 
exclusion.

The judge also granted 
accelerated hearing in the Suit, 
ordered abridgment of  time for 
parties to file their processes and 
adjourned the matter to May 13, 
2022 for hearing.

In related development, the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has also 
voided the 3-man ward ad hoc 
Delegates Congress of  the 

People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
conducted on April 30 at the 305 
wards in Imo State.

In an eight-page report on 
the Imo State PDP 3-man Ward 
Delegate Congress scheduled for 
Imo State on April 30 signed by 
t h e  R e s i d e n t  E l e c t o r a l 
Commissioner, Imo State, Prof. 
Francis Ezeonu, and which listed 
t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Commission in each of  the 27 
Local Government Areas in the 
State, the Commission concluded 
that “Given the above, the PDP 
Imo State Congress will not be 
sa id  to  have  subs tant ia l ly 
complied with the relevant laws 
and guidelines guiding the 
conduct of  ward congress for the 
election of  delegates.”

While some party officials in 
some of  the Local Government 
Areas claimed to have done 
consensus or affirmation or 
harmonization, the Commission 
rejected that on the basis that the 
process adopted by the Party 
violated the provisions of  the 
Electoral Act.

The report states: “it is 
p e r t i n e n t  t o  s t a t e  t h a t 
consensus/affirmation is one of  
the methods approved for the 
se lect ion of  candidates  or 
delegates. However, even when 
parties have agreed to adopt the 
consensus  method,  proper 
Congresses should be held to 
affirm the chosen candidates or 
delegates in a free, fair and 
credible process.  This  was 
observed in the breach in this 
instance.”

The report also confirmed 
earlier reports that there were no 
original result sheets brought to 
the Congress venues and also 
corroborated that the result sheets 

for Ideato North and Ideato 
South were missing and were not 
seen by any person and also were 
not among the twenty-five result 
sheets deposited with the State 
Command of  the SSS by the PDP.

“In almost all the instances 
the monitors claimed that no 
original result was brought to the 
venues. The absence of  materials 
including the sensitive ones 
(result sheets) as reported by all 
the electoral officers in all the 
ward venues where the congress 
was to hold cast a lot of  doubts on 
t h e  e x e r c i s e , ” t h e  r e p o r t 
concluded.

Furthermore, the Appeal 
Panel of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) has upheld the 
disqualification of  two aspirants 
seeking to contest the National 
Assembly elections in Imo State.

It, however, reinstated three 
other aspirants disqualified last 
week by the PDP Screening 
Committee from contesting the 
party's primary election ahead of  
the polls.

Ikenga Ugochinyere and 
Uche Odunzeh lost their appeals 
before the panel while the trio of  
Tony Abili, Pascal Obi, and 
Collins Ilo, were eventually 
cleared.

The three-man panel led by 
Chisom Nwali with Augustine 
Osah and Solomon Nahum as 
s e c r e t a r y  a n d  m e m b e r 
respectively, announced its 
decision in its report submitted to 
the party's national leadership.

U g o c h i n y e r e ,  t h e 
spokesperson for the Coalition of  
United Political Parties (CUPP), 
is aspiring to vie for the Ideato 
North/ Ideato South Federal 
C o n s t i t u e n c y  s e a t  w h i l e 
Odunzeh has declared interest for 

Orlu/ Our/ Our East Federal 
Constituency seat – both in the 
House of  Representatives.

In the report, the panel 
explained that Ugochinyere's 
disqualification by the screening 
committee bordered on gross 
misconduct and dual party 
membership, and the petitioner 
neither appear before it nor send a 
letter of  defence.

“One must be a member of  a 
political party to contest election 
in that political party,” the panel 
resolved. “The respondent has 
not shown good cause that the 
only party he belongs to is the 
Peoples Democratic Party.

“ T h e  p a n e l  t h e r e f o r e 
resolves that the respondent is not 
cleared to contest for the Ideato 
North/ Ideato South Federal 
Constituency (election).”

G i v i n g  a n  u p d a t e  o n 
Odunzeh's case, the panel said 
although the aspirant did not 
appear before it, he sent in a 
defence to the petition.

According to it, the case of  
being an ex-convict is a very 
serious one which the PDP has 
overtime taken a serious stance 
on.

“The respondent's response 
to the petition carries no weight 
and having gone through the 
report by the court of  Maryland 
(the court of  first instance) that 
convicted him, it suffices that the 
respondent not having a good 
ground of  defence against the 
petitioner cannot say to have done 
justice to the petition,” the panel 
resolved.

It added that its decision to 
u p h o l d  O d u n z e h ' s 
disqualification was in line with 
the provisions of  Section 66 (1) 
(a) of  the Nigerian Constitution.

Imo PDP Primary: Court bars PDP, INEC
from using results of aborted Adhoc delegate list
...INEC rejects PDP 3-man ad hoc delegates' congress

…PDP Appeal Panel upholds Ugochinyere, Odunzeh's disqualification

Ugochinyere Odunzeh
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ollowing the controversy Ftrailing the ward congress 
of  the Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP) in Enugu State, the 
delegates from Enugu West 
Senatorial  Distr ic t  loyal  to 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi rose 
with one voice, assuring the 
governor that they will vote 
according to his direction in the 
selection of  PDP candidates for 
the 2023 general elections in the 
state.

Both supporters of  Governor 
Ugwuanyi  and Senator  Ike 
Ekweremadu's loyalists are in legal 
battle claiming to possess the 
authentic list of  3-man ad-hoc 
delegates from the PDP ward 
congresses held on April 30, 2022 
across the 260 wards in the state. 

The pro-governor Ugwuanyi's 
delegates, who gave the assurance 
when they paid a solidarity visit to 
Gover nor  Ugwuanyi  a t  the 
Government House, Enugu, 
l a u d e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  f o r 
entrenching peace and good 
governance in the state. 

T h e y  a l s o  c o m m e n d e d 
Governor Ugwuanyi for the 
peaceful conduct of  the ward 
congress of  the PDP across the 260 
electoral wards of  Enugu State, on 
April 30, 2022, stressing that the 
outcome of  the exercise was an 
eloquent testimony that the 
governor is “a leader of  peace”.

The delegates from the five 
local government areas of  Enugu 
We s t  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t 
c o m p r i s i n g  A n i n r i ,  Aw g u , 
Ezeagu, Oji River and Udi, told the 
governor that they have never 
taken, and will not take, his 
p e a c e f u l  d i s p o s i t i o n  a n d 
uncommon leadership qualities for 
granted. 

They expressed delight that 
Enugu State is a reference point for 
peace in Nigeria, pointing out the 
cherished feat was made possible 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g ove r n o r ' s 
commitment to peace, security and 
wellbeing of  residents of  the state.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
delegates, the Chairman of  Ezeagu 
LGA and State Deputy Chairman, 
Association of  Local Government 
of  Nigeria (ALGON), Hon. 
Chukwudi Ozoeluba, said: “We 
assure you (Ugwuanyi) that we the 
delegates are for you and wherever 
you say we should go, we will go 
with you. Other decisions you will 
take, we will stand with you. In any 
condition we are with you”. 

Flanked by the other four 
council chairmen from Enugu 
West Senatorial District, Hon. 
Ozoeluba added: “We equally to 
thank you for the peace you have 
given Enugu State. We have never 
seen a peaceful three-man delegate 
election in Enugu State like this 
one of  April 30, 2022.

“This shows that you are a 
father and a leader of  peace. And 
that peace you have given Enugu 
State has made our state one of  the 
best states in Nigeria. Thank you 

for making it possible”. 
In his remarks, the pioneer 

State Chairman of  the PDP, Dr. 
Charles Egumgbe, also described 
Gov. Ugwuanyi as “a man of  
peace and tranquility”, deserving 
of  the unalloyed support and 
solidarity of  the people of  Enugu 
West Senatorial District and 
beyond, as the Governor of  Enugu 

ormer Chairman of  the All FP r o g r e s s ive  C o n g r e s s 
{APC} in Enugu State, Dr. 

Ben Nwoye has said that he 
declined appeals from different 
quar t e r s  to  con te s t  fo r  the 
governorship primaries of  the party 
ahead of  the 2023 general elections.

Nwoye, who disclosed this in 
his  statement made available to 
reporters in Enugu on Tuesday, 
said he was grateful to  all those 
who donated money to advance his  
political ambition, assuring them 
that he  had commenced the 
process of  refunding all donations 
to the respective donors.

 He recalled two months ago, 
he was asked by some journalists 
whether he was running for the 
position of  Governor of  Enugu 
State for 2023 and he responded: "I 
am still consulting"

His words: “In the course of  
my consultation I met with party 
men and women and informed 
them of  my intention to serve the 
people of  Enugu State at the 
highest office of  the land by 
r unning for  the posi t ion of  
Governor come 2023.  

"They were excited at the news. 
Many of  them started forming 

political action groups to mobilize 
necessary support for me to achieve 
my ambition. 

“I disclosed to them my dream 
for a New Enugu State. I informed 
that that I have the blue print to 
move Enugu State forward. "I 
disclosed my plan for sustaining 
and improving the peace we enjoy 
in  Enugu S ta te.   But  more 
importantly, I shared with them my 
ideas on how to add prosperity to 
the lives of  every Enugu citizen. 
"As it is my sincere belief  that peace 
w i t h o u t  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  n o t 
sustainable in a 21st Century 
economy. “I met with students who 
were forced back home as a result 
of  ASUU strike. Some of  the 
students have already spent 7 years 
in the University for a Five year 
Course due to no fault of  their own.  

"I talked to them about my idea 
of  a New Enugu where we can 
inject direct State intervention to all 
tertiary institutions in the State to 
prevent the frequency of  strikes in 
State owned universities and 
polytechnics in Enugu State. 

"I met with some bright and 
vibrant youths of  Enugu State who 
were romantising with separatist 
ideas because they felt that the 
Nigerian State has failed them.  
"These are youths who felt that they 
have received the short end of  the 
stick. Their grievances ranged from 

unemployment to what they 
perceived as unlawful detention 
and persecution of  the Leader of  
the Indigenous Peoples of  Biafra.

Nwoye also noted that despite 
the unprecedented hike in the 
participatory fees, some ESUT 
students donated 63,000 to assist 
him for the Nomination form, 
adding that he received 50,000.00 
from a widow who is a retired civil 
servant for the same purpose. He 
disclosed that he also received 
5 , 0 0 0  n a i r a  f r o m  a  y o u n g 
entrepreneur who has never met 
him but believed that together they 
could embark on the journey of  
creating a peaceful and prosperous 
Enugu State. 

“I received donations from my 
friends in the United States who 
want to me to join the race so that 
they can come home and help me 
build a New Enugu State.   "My 
friends in Port Harcourt, Lagos, 
Abuja, Maiduguri, Kano and 
War r i  o rgan ized  wonder fu l 
fundraising programs for me. In all 
together, they raised enough 
money to purchase Nomination 
form me to run for Governor of  
Enugu State. But, the former APC 
boss in the statement, said though 
he was deeply indebted to all those 
who made enormous financial 
sacrifices for him to join the race for 
the gubernatorial primary under 

the platform of  APC, he will not 
join the race on the allegation that 
the present Executive members of  
the party in Enugu State from Ward 
to State level are not product of  
democratic process

According to him, “I will not 
join the race under a situation 
where the present Executive 
members of  the party in Enugu 
State from Ward to State level are 
not product of  democratic process.   
“I will not join the race under a 
s i tuat ion where  a  prefer red 
gubernatorial candidate has been 
pre approved by a power block that 
produced the present Enugu State 
Executive Committee through 
undemocratic processes. He further 
posited: “I will not join the race in a 
party where the names of  5 person 
Ad hoc State Delegates have 
already been compiled by a State 
party chairman who gained his 
position through fraudulent and 
undemocratic method.   “ I will not 
join the race to seek for the 
Gubernatorial ticket of  a party 
where the founding fathers, 
founding mothers, founding sons 
and daughters were evicted from 
the political home they constructed 
without just cause. 

“Finally, I will not join the race 
to contest for a ticket in a party 
where the youths are told that they 
are not "too young to run" but they 
are made too poor to run” he 
stated.

State and leader of  the PDP in the 
state.

According to him, “The issue 
of  leadership is not changeable and 
P D P  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t 
precedence as a party. I commend 
you (Ugwuanyi) for the peaceful 
ward congress of  our great party 
last weekend. It was tranquil in my 
ward and I know it was tranquil 

everywhere. 
 “We are a family and we have 

a leader in the person of  Gov. 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi. As a political 
party, let us continue to follow our 
leader, he is leading us alright”.

Among the dignitaries that 
graced the event were: Deputy 
Governor, Hon. Mrs. Cecilia 
Ezeilo; the Deputy Speaker of  the 

Enugu State House of  Assembly 
(ENHA), Rt. Hon. Uche Ugwu; 
Senator Ben Collins Ndu; former 
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Ogbuefi Ozomgbachi, Hon. KGB 
Oguakwa and Hon. Garry Eneh; 
former Minister of  Aviation, Amb. 
Mrs. Fidelia Njeze.

2023: Enugu West zone delegates assure
Governor Ugwuanyi of support, vow to
obey his directives at the poll 

2023: I have no interest in governorship race
– Ex-Enugu APC Chairman 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi welcoming Enugu West Senatorial District delegates at Government House, Enugu



Politics
News Echo   Wednesday 11 - Thursday 12 May, 2022                                                                   Page 11

 two-time member of  the 

AAbia State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Dame 

Blessing Nwagba has officially 
joined the race for Abia South 
Senatorial District election 2023, 
a position currently occupied by 
S e n a t e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r, 
Enyinnaya Abaribe. Nwagba, 
the 2019 governorship candidate 
of  the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) will be contesting the 
Senatorial  election on the 
platform of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC). News Echo 
report, that nobody has been 
reported to have bought an 
expression of  interest form of  the 
PDP for Abia South Senatorial 
District, but unconfirmed reports 
have it that Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu may be going for the 
Senatorial seat in 2023. 2023 will 
make it 16 years that Abaribe has 
been representing the District 
and with facts on the ground, he 
has already purchased the 
governorship expression of  
interest form of  the PDP and will 
not be returning to the Senate.

Nwagba's entrance into the 
race has brought reactions from 
some residents of  Aba, her home 
town who described her as a 
c o n s u m m a t e  g r a s s r o o t s 
politician, judging from her past 
a s s i g n m e n t s  w h e n  s h e 
represented Aba North State 
Constituency twice in the Abia 
State House of  Assembly.

They described her as a great 
w o m a n ,  a  l e a d e r  w i t h  a 
p a s s i o n a t e  h e a r t  w h o s e 
personality alone can make both 
settlers and indigenous Abia 
South people come together and 
cast their votes in unison to send 
her to the Senate for proper 
representation.  Some of  the 
residents said that presence in the 
race and through the APC if  she 
wins will be an opportunity to 
push the agenda of  Aba into 
central government and make the 
commercial city a serious topic 
for development in Abuja. Mrs 
Jane Osuala said she could not 
hide her joy when the news broke 
out, but waited to confirm if  it 
was true or not before spreading 
it to most of  her friends who she 
said believed that such a move 
will be good for Abia South, 
especially Aba. "I'm simply 
happy because if  she emerges 
victorious, we're talking about 
quality representation. This is 
not the issue of  noisemaking. It is 
about service. Whoever you send 
to represent you determines what 
you'll get.  "The Aba I see today 
needs someone like her. Not just 
like her, needs her to drive the 
agenda of  the development of  
this city to the table of  the 
Federal government. Abia South 

is not just Aba, but Aba is the 
heart of  Abia South. 

"Her presence in the Senate 
will make Nigeria understand 
what we have from Aba to Ukwa 
and I'm sure things will improve 
because she knows how to drive 
her points. I've been following 
her political career for many 
years. "It is obvious that only the 
Abia State government cannot 
develop Aba as we all want. 
Having a quality representative 
i n  a  p a r t y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l 
government is key to what we 
want.  "We're not just looking at 
her party which of  course is an 
advantage, but check out her 
personality you'll know why 
women like me and many others 
are happy about this news," she 
said.

M r  T i t u s  E m e r i b e ,  a 
businessman said that having 
lived around Dame Nwagba's 
constituency during her sojourn 
in the Abia State House of  
Assembly made him understand 
that having her as Senator of  
Abia South is no brainier because 
she knows how to make things 
out from nothing. "What more 
can I say? I don't want to 
celebrate too much because 
there'll be primaries and then the 
main election. However, I'm 
happy because of  her quality and 
what she can offer. This is just 
what some of  us need.  "A person 
that's accessible and ever ready to 
listen and improve on certain 
decisions. I wish her well because 
if  she gets there, Aba and the 
entire Abia State not just Abia 
South will  be in the news 
positively every day because 
she'll market this city and the 
entire state to the Federal 
Government with her good 
legislative style," he said.

 group under the aegis of  

AI s i a l a  M b a n o 
A u t o n o m o u s 

Community Youth Council has 
through a consensus adopted a 
yo u t h ,  H o n  D av i d  E k e n e 
Achinulo from Amuzari Ancient 
Kingdom as their candidate under 
the Young Progressive Party 
(YPP) to contest for the Isiala 
Mbano State Constituency in the 
Imo state House of  Assembly.

The group made of  youths 
across the communities of  the 
constituency who took turns to air 
their views declared their support 
for Achinulo as the candidate who 
w i l l  p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y 
representation in their area. They 
stressed that they need change of  
leadership in order to fully reap 

the dividends of  democracy since 
their past Representatives have 
not delivered on their mandate. 
They strongly believe that a much 
younger person who is accessible 
and who knows the heart beat of  
the people should be given a 
chance to represent them. While 
address ing the youths,  the 
president general of  the group, 
H o n  U c h e  Pe t e r  U k a i g we 
disclosed that it's the set time for a 
youth to occupy such position 
which is the core Manda of  the 
organization. He stated that as 
against the notion that the youths 
are the leaders of  tomorrow, only 
few leaders have the interest of  the 
youths at heart.

He expressed displeasure 
over the treatment been meted to 
them by some of  the politicians 
f rom the Const i tuency but 
expressed hope that the candidate 

they have adopted will  not 
disappoint them owning to his 
s c o r e  c a r d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Ukaigwe, the adopted aspirant 
has empowered so many people 
both youths, widows and less 
privileged from his foundation 
and is optimistic that if  he 
emerges victorious he wil l 
perform better. He urged the 
group to give their maximum 
support to the aspirant who will 
deliver on the Mandate given to 
him.

T h e  A s p i r a n t ,  w h i l e 
addressing the youths stated that 
the young person's play vital role 
in governance hence the need to 
empower them for a better society. 
He disclosed that his decision to 
run for the position is stem on his 
quest to alleviate the plight of  the 
young persons as well as the entire 
constituency through robust and 
quality representation.

He maintained that he 
intends to change the narrative 

and to prove wrong the negative 
assertion about the youth in the 
constituency.

Achinulo stated that with his 
wealth of  experience in agro 
business, he will support the 
youths who intend to venture into 
Agriculture to ensure food 
security and make them to be 
gainfully self  employed. He noted 
that through his mentorship 
program, he will be able to mentor 
and train some of  the youths in 
any skill they desire to learn. 
Speaking with newsmen, a 
Frontline youth leader from Isiala 
Mbano, Mr Achiever Darlington 
disclosed that youths of  Isiala 
Mbano will support the agenda 
s i n c e  i t ' s  a  c o n s e n s u s 
arrangement.

He maintained that the 
aspirant will emerge victorious if  
the youths speak with one voice. 
He urged the youths to rally round 
him and give him the maximum 
support that is required.

Nwagba joins race to replace Abaribe in
Abia South Senatorial Zone
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Isiala Mbano youths adopt Achinulo as candidate
for State Assembly seat
By Grace Ofurum

Nwagba receiving her form
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Igbo World Union urges military to be civil 
in implementation of President’s orders

News

JAMB examination centres shut down 
over IPOB threats in Anambra 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka/ Ovat Mike, Onitsha

A
ll centres disgnated for 
the ongoing Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 

Examinations (UTME) in 
Anambra state, was on Mon-
day, shut down to obey the 
weekly Monday Sit-At-Home 
imposed by the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB).

Our correspondents who 
monitored the order in Onit-
sha, Nnewi and Ekwulobia, 
observed that the JAMB exam 
centres, Banks, Markets, Fil-
ing stations, motor parks shop-

ping malls and other business 
premises were also under lock 
and key.

In Awka, the exam centres 
including JAMB office, locat-
ed at Amawobia bypass via 
Enugu-Onitsha expressway 
Awka, was also under lock 
and key. But commercial ac-
tivities, especially, commercial 
vehicles and petty traders were 
sighted booming.

A female JAMB candidate 
who expressed her feelings 
to News Echo at one of  the 
Awka centres and who does 
not want to be mention in 
print said she will relocate to 
the North or South West of  

Nigeria, if  IPOB does not stop 
threatening the future of  Igbo 
children in their fight for free-
dom.

According to her,” I have 
been in this centre, Integral 
Development Konsult (IDK), 
Awka, since 6:45am because 
my exam time is 7am and 
unto this time, 1:45PM, I am 
yet to see any exam vigilator. 
That means IPOB is winning. 
And this is bad because the 
situation couple with the on-
going ASUU strike is really 
discouraging the education in 
the south eastern Nigeria.

It is better for me as a wom-
an to relocate to other region 

to get quality education as ear-
lier as possible. The Boko Har-
am and bandits in the North 
and OPC in the South West 
are also agitating but they did 
not stop their children from 
participating in the National 
examination, why the Igbos,” 
she asked.

She called on the South East 
Governors to intensified effort 
to end the sit-at-home menace.

Mrs. Ngozi Nwude-Nduka, 
the administrator at Integral 
Development Consult, Awka, 
who spoke to News Echo on 
why the centre was shut down 
on Monday to obey the order, 
said it took the decision on the 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Igbo World Union 
(IWU) has called for 
arrest and prosecu-

tion of  only the criminals 
responsible for insecurity in 
the South East region of  the 
country, not innocent people.

This call followed the assur-
ance made by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari in Ebonyi 
State last week, where he said 
that the Federal Government 
would deploy its strength to 
protect innocent and hard-
working citizens from terror-
ists and those bent on causing 
social disorder in the South-

East zone of  the country.
The IWU President Gener-

al Sir Mishak Nnanta stated 
this in Umuahia while ad-
dressing the press on some 
national issues.

Nnata who expressed deep 
concern over the deteriorating 
security situation in the re-
gion, advised that the security 
agencies while adhering to 
the directive of  Mr. President 
to ‘‘flush out’’ those perpetrat-
ing violence in the land, they 
should carefully carry out 
their mission in order not to 
waste innocent lives.

Citing the evidence gath-
ered by Amnesty Internation-
al, Sir Nnanta told newsmen 

One of JAMB centres in Awka.

ongoing Joint Admission and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) 
exams as a precautionary 
measure.

 “We want to play safe for 
the safety of  the candidates 
as possibilities of  non-vehic-
ular movement may be expe-
rienced and hinder smooth 
transportation process for can-
didates who will come from 
far and near for the said exam-
ination,” she said.

She advised affected candi-
dates to reprint their exami-
nation slips to know their new 
dates for the examination and 
urged other candidates for 
May 10, Tuesday, and May 
11, Wednesday, examination 
schedule to be on time at the 
centre to avoid lateness to their 
examination centers.

Mrs Nwude-Nduka not-
ed that the centre, which had 
held six sessions of  the JAMB 
examination since it com-
menced on May 6, had not 
recorded any technical or se-
curity hitches.

She said that the centre is a 
250 capacity JAMB candidate 

facility and each session which 
comprised morning, after-
noon and evening schedules 
on May 6, Friday, and May 7, 
Saturday, respectively.

Mrs Nwude-Nduka said 
that candidates posted to its 
centre have conducted them-
selves well according to the 
rules governing external ex-
amination only for a few can-
didates who for logistics rea-
sons missed their schedule for 
their examination.

The Vice National Presi-
dent, Ohaneze Ndigbo World-
wide, Chief  Damian Ogene-
Okeke, said that the IPOB 
struggle will only be handled 
by the South East Governors.

Attempt to speak with the 
state Commissioner for In-
formation, Mr. Paul Nwosu, 
prove abortive, as he did not 
pick my calls for reaction.

The Indigenous People 
of  Biafra has enforced the 
Monday lockdown across the 
South-Eastern States since 
its leader Nnamdi Kanu was 
abducted from Kenya in June 
2021.

that the information made 
available by the organiza-
tion that showed that Ni-
gerian security forces have 
allegedly committed human 
rights abuses in the past in 
the course of  their searching 
wanted criminals.

He gave some instances by 
Amnesty International where 
it painted a damning picture 
of  alleged excessive by Nige-
rian security forces in some 
South East States.

The IWU President-gen-
eral passionately appealed to 
President Buhari and heads 
of  the security agencies to 
properly educate their per-
sonnel before carrying out 

the directives for the good of  
the innocent citizens, even as 
he maintained that dialogue, 
sense of  belonging, equality 
among others remains the 
solution to the problem in the 
Southern part of  Nigeria.

Nnanta also renewed his 
plea to Mr. President to listen 
to the humble appeal made 
by the Igbo elder statesman, 
Chief  Mbazulike Amaechi 
for the release of  the detained 
IPOB leader, Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, adding that although 
he (Nnamdi Kanu) is facing 
count charges in the lawcourt 
that Mr. President can also 
perform a fatherly role to-
wards his release.

Miyetti Allah condemns alleged burning 
of truck loaded with cows in Anambra
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

T
he South East Chapter 
of  the Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Breeders Associ-

ation of  Nigeria (MACBAN), 
has described as most unfor-
tunate and condemnable the 
alleged burning of  a truck 
loaded with cattle in Anam-
bra last Sunday morning. 
Chairman of  the Associa-
tion in the South East, Alhaji 
Gidado Sidikki who made 
the position of  MACBAN 
known in a press statement 
signed by him and  made 
available to News Echo  in 
Onitsha, on Tuesday, main-
tained that it was time, secu-
rity agencies waded in to en-
sure watertight security for all 
and sundry wherever they re-
sided across the country. The 
press statement reads thus, 
“There is no doubt that our 
country, Nigeria is in perilous 
times. The spate of  insecurity 
that keeps spreading across 
the length and breadth of  the 
country confirms this. While 
we of  Miyetti Allah Cattle 
Breeders’ Association of  Ni-
geria (MACBAN), continue 
to sue for peace amongst ag-
grieved Nigerians across eth-
nic divides, we advise the rele-
vant organs of  government to 
dig in and fish out the lawless 
elements causing harm and 
hurt to the warm fellowship 
and good neighbourliness 
that Nigerians used to enjoy 
wherever they resided across 
the country.

“We call on Government, 
Federal, State and Local 
Governments, to galvanize 
efforts towards improving the 
lives of  Nigerians by issuing 
policies that will drastically 
reduce the huge population 
of  Nigerians in abject pover-
ty. It is beyond contestation 
that hunger, deprivation and 
extreme poverty breed unruly 
acts that include criminality 
and other anti-social indul-
gences.

“The security challenge in 

the South East is not an iso-
lated case from the totality of  
insecurity in Nigeria.  “It is 
evident that while our herders 
have suffered victims of  the 
dastardly operations of  the 
lawless gangs who are differ-
ently addressed, we share this 
victimhood with other Nigeri-
ans including South Eastern-
ers who fall into the devious 
hands of  the men of  the un-
derworld.

“People have been indis-
criminately killed and gov-
ernment’s as well as personal 
valuables lost to these gangs 
that have largely adopted the 
tag of  ‘Unknown gunmen’. It 
is therefore a burden on soci-
ety which everyone and the 
government are called upon 
to contribute to its reduction 
and eventual eradication.

“With every sense of  re-
sponsibility, I observed the 
hostile exchange between the 
Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore 
(not Miyetti Allah Cattle 
Breeders’ Association of  Ni-
geria – MACBAN) and the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra, 
IPOB, over the Sunday morn-
ing burning of  a truck loaded 
with cattle along Uga-Ezini-
fite-Igboukwu road in Anam-
bra State. 

“Some Northern persons in 
the truck were reported hurt 
and the cow consignment let 
loose. This is unfortunate, de-
plorable and most condemn-
able.

“While we of  Miyetti Al-
lah Cattle Breeders’ Associa-
tion of  Nigeria, MACBAN, 
unreservedly lend support to 
voices condemning whatever 
would have informed that act 
and whoever executed it, and 
while we insist that Govern-
ment should trace and bring 
the perpetrators to book, we 
do not subscribe to the mode 
of  altercation between the 
two aforementioned interest 
organisations.

“We insist it was a security 
breach which the Govern-
ment and its security agen-

cies have the responsibility of  
interrogating. Since it serves 
neither any of  the contend-
ing groups nor the society 
any good to provoke further 
tension and escalate the in-

security we all detest, we of  
MACBAN advise that reason 
prevails in our collective drive 
for a more habitable neigh-
bourhood that will be benefi-
cial to everyone. 
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News Feature

Civil rights group raise alarm over quality
of NEWMAP construction in Aba

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

C
entre for Human 
Rights Advocacy and 
Wholesome Socie-
ty (CEHRAWS) on 

Monday charged the Abia State 
government to look into some 
projects being executed by the 
Nigeria Erosion and Watershed 
Management Project (NEWM-
AP) in the state, stressing that 
some of  the projects are causing 
more trouble than good for res-
idents.

News Echo gathered that resi-
dents of  Obohia Road, Ozuom-
ba Street, Ohazu Road, Ohan-
ku Road, Crystal Park Road, 
Uratta Road and many roads 
affected by the NEWMAP pro-
jects are already planning of  
relocating because the yet to be 
connected drains that ought to 
send stormwater to Aba River 
are currently sending the storm-
water to streets and homes in 
those areas.

CEHRAWS, therefore, called 
on the Abia government to ur-
gently act on the deplorable 
state of  Aba and consequent-
ly, the suffering of  residents, 
especially in this rainy season, 
as NEWMAP projects meant 
to reduce suffering is currently 
adding more sorrow due to how 
they are being handled. 

CEHRAWS, a civil rights 
group, committed to the en-
trenchment of  good govern-
ance, respect for the rule of  law 
and protection of  the Universal 
Human Rights of  Nigerians, 
and Abia people, in particular, 
said the situation of  some con-
struction sites under NEWM-

AP is becoming alarming.
Okoye Chuka Peter, Executive 

Director of  CEHRAWS said 
that the group had an On-the-
Spot-Assessment of  the ongo-
ing NEWMAP, a project which 
is World Bank assisted in some 
areas of  Aba which is aimed at 
flood mitigation but saw more 
suffering among residents.

Okoye said that the group 
appreciates the presence of  
NEWMAP and the projects, 
but said that the quality work 
at the just reconstructed Ngwa 
Road has facilitated the emer-
gence of  flood at some points, 
causing homes to be submerged 
and properties destroyed.

Okoye said that residents of  
Ohanku Road, which adjoins 
Ngwa Road at the densely pop-
ulated Ndiegoro axis of  Aba are 
not spared of  the horrific expe-
rience, as lots of  buildings have 
been submerged and residents 
displaced as well following the 
menace of  the projects.

According to him, “This un-
pleasant incident which is so 
pathetic and uncalled-for based 
on the fact that the said project 
is being powered with the 58 
million US Dollars World Bank 
Intervention Fund made availa-
ble to the government of  Abia 
State in 2017.

“Other unpleasant issues 
raised by the residents of  Ngwa 
Road during the visit are the 
destruction of  the old culverts 
and the permanent blockage of  
the adjoining streets, thereby 
depriving residents of  so major 
streets within Ngwa road access 
to the newly reconstructed road 
(Ngwa Road). 

“This has led to the disconnec-

tion of  some buildings at the tail 
end of  Ngwa Road, where the 
road links to an adjoining road 
(Akoli Uzoiyi Street) which is 
another broad link to Ohan-
ku Road cutting across other 
adjoining streets like Nwofor, 
Ndusoro, Uzuitem, Mbubo, 
Item road etc; 

“Therefore, making this mon-
umental project uncompleted 
and somewhat a sabotage to 
the immortalization of  the only 
road that bears the name ‘Ngwa’ 
in this State.”

He said that reported facts 
on the ground show that the 
unprofessional approach of  the 
construction company(ies) han-
dling the project(s), has left the 
roads, especially the popular 
Ngwa Road which deserves ut-
most professional attention to 
ensure its immortalization in a 
pitiable state.

“CEHRAWS is disappointed 
at the speedy erection of  perma-
nent structures on the aforesaid 
abandoned part of  Ngwa Road 
which is being championed 
by the Good-Morning Market 
leadership who is alleged to 
have the approval of  the tradi-
tional ruler of  the community, 
the Aba South Town Planning 
Authority and the Abia State 
Ministry of  Trade and Invest-
ment.”Certainly, it is difficult 
to believe the complicity alle-
gation and purported sales of  
sanitary lanes to some gullible 
house owners for the erection 
of  permanent structures by the 
Aba South Town Planning Au-
thority. 

“But if  the allegation is lat-
er ascertained to be true, then 
it becomes obvious that these 

persons/institutions are among 
those sabotaging Governor 
Okezie Victor Ikpeazu’s dogged 
efforts to save Aba (the heart-
beat of  ala Igbo, economic hub 
of  Abia and the pride of  Ngwa 
clan) from ruination,” he said.

Okoye said that there is also 
immense apprehension over 
the ongoing giant drainage con-
struction work at Chrystal Park 
Road which poses a serious 
threat to the buildings therein, 
as a result of  poor handling of  
the project. 

He said that as it stands pres-
ently, the ongoing job contra-
dicts the earlier details made 
available to the public by a rep-
resentative of  NEWMAP dur-
ing a radio talk show in Aba. 

“The Underground Tunnel 
Dredging Equipment proposed 
for the job, which according to 
NEWMAP had been paid for, 
and was already on its way to 
Nigeria from Israel has never 
been sighted anywhere around 
the project area.  Is it possible 
that the amount budgeted for 
the said equipment has been 
misappropriated? 

“CEHRAWS therefore, ad-
vises government and relevant 
stakeholders to compel the con-
tractor/s handling the said pro-
jects to apply professionalism 
in order to correct the aforesaid 
identified construction error/s. 

“That will eliminate the com-
plaints and fear being expressed 
by the residents of  Aba. In ad-
dition, the indicted stakehold-
ers and government agencies 
should urgently refute the said 
allegations publicly, and join 
forces to correct the ugly situa-
tion. 

“Government should consid-
er immortalizing Ngwa Road. 
For a start towards this, the 
contractor should be compelled 
to give the road an urgent and 
professional touch, and also as 
a matter of  urgency, connect it 
to the aforesaid adjoining roads 
to ease the sufferings of  the res-
idents.”

Meanwhile, Barr Bob Ogu, the 
commissioner for works who 
spoke on a Radio Programme 
in Aba today explained that the 
government had the challenge 
of  moving water from the two 
ponds, Uratta and Umuagbai 
and from Umuagbai to Aba Riv-
er which is the plan NEWMAP 
made to control flood in Aba.

“We have a challenge. That 
challenge is that we had the 
Umuagbai problem and the 
Uratta flood. We’re trying 
to move water from Uratta 
to Umuagbai and then from 
Umuagbai to Aba River. 

“The one that’ll move from 
Umuagbai to Aba River is un-
der construction as we speak. 
When we looked at it, we had 
to encourage the contractor to 
fast-track the process of  con-
struction. 

“Luckily, during the rains, 
you can still go on with the con-
struction of  drains. It is not like 
earthworks where you can’t do 
much during the rains. In fact 
we had to ask the contractors 
that if  they don’t have machines 
let them hire equipment and 
fast-track the work. 

“I thank God that as at Fri-
day when I went there, they’ve 
mobilized more equipment I’m 
sure by the grace of  God before 
it gets too bad we’ll handle it.

Some pictures of NEWMAP projects in Aba.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Com-
munity and Social 
Development Agen-

cy (ANCSDA) led by the 
General Manager, Mr Chu-
di Mojekwu, has called for 
partnership and synergy with 
the Honourable Commis-
sioner for Local Government 
Chieftaincy and Community 
Affairs, Hon Tony Collins 
Nwabunwanne. 

According to information 
from the Project Officer, 
Information, Education, 
Communication, Training 
ANCSDA, Mr Nnamdi Onu-
zulike, said the advocacy visit 
which was held on thursday 
at the Conference room of  
the Ministry, Government 
House Awka, had in attend-
ance the executives and staff  
of  ANCSDA and the Perma-
nent Secretary at the Minis-
try, Barr. (Mrs) P. N. Nwandu 
(a former Board Member of  
ANCSDA).

The Honourable Commis-
sioner, who expressed happi-
ness over the visit, eulogized 
Mr Chudi Mojekwu for his 
support in many communi-
ty development projects in 
the State including Anambra 
West LGA when he was the 
Transition Chairman at the 
Local Govt. 

The ANCSDA Chairman, 
Mr Chudi Mojekwu, while 
introducing the Members 
of  the Management Team, 
informed the commissioner 
about the Agency, its activ-
ities and achievements in 
the State under the recently 
concluded Community and 

Social Development Pro-
ject-Additional Financing 
(CSDP-AF), as well as brief-
ing him on the Agency’s cur-
rent mandate under Anambra 
COVID-19 Action Recov-
ery and Economic Stimulus 
(AN-CARES) Programme 
for Result (P for R) and most 
importantly, the role of  the 
Local Government Council 
towards the implementation 
of  Basic Social Services (DLI 
1.4) and Labour Intensive 
Public Workfare (DLI 1.2).  

The ANSDC boss how-
ever, suggested for good 
partnership with the minis-
try to ensure Local Govern-
ment Review Committees 
(LGRCs) of  the Agency are 
duly funded under the current 
administration so as to effec-
tively participate in the on-go-
ing implementation of  DLI 
1.2 and DLI 1.4 of  the An-
ambra State COVID-19 Ac-
tion Recovery and Econom-
ic Stimulus (AN-CARES) 
Programme. Adding that 
vulnerable groups, poor com-
munities, households are the 
targets that will benefit from 
the programme.

Mr Mojekwu also appealed 
to the Commissioner to assist 
the Agency in discharging 
it’s perculiar mandate of  so-
cial protection, as we are the 
topmost Agency technically 
equipped with mechanism 
and manpower to naturally 
deliver the much emphasized 
Agenda of  our Governor on 
social protection.

In his response, the Hon-
ourable Commissioner, who 
also was a former Deputy 
Majority Leader of  Anambra 
State House of  Assembly, a 

Gov. Hope Uzodimma at the burial of Late Ezinne Eucheharia Akuokpu Dibiagwu, Mother of Chief Francis & Chief Eugene 
Dibiagwu In Izumbe, Imo State.

Nnamdi Kanu to appear in 
Court next week Wednesday
 – Lawyer

N
namdi Kanu, the 
leader of  the Indige-
nous People of  Bia-

fra, IPOB, will appear before 
the Federal High Court in 
Abuja on Wednesday next 
week.

After a normal meeting 
between Kanu and his legal 
team at the headquarters of  
the Department of  State Ser-
vices, DSS, in Abuja on Mon-
day, the secessionist’s lawyer, 
Ifeanyi Ejiofor, revealed this.

Don’t miss the offer below 
Details of  the legal team’s 

contact with Kanu could not 
be made public, according to 
Ejiofor, since certain adver-
saries would use it against 
him.

 “Onyendu is extreme-
ly solid in his convictions 

and unwavering in his quest 
for a brighter tomorrow for 
UmuChineke,” Ejiofor says.

 “He was very emphatic 
about being focused and nev-
er derailing.

“Onyendu is particularly 
enthused about the peaceful 
conduct of  UmuChineke, 
and, consequently, encourag-
es you all to keep it up and be 
assured that at the end of  the 
tunnel, there must be light.

“Details of  our other en-
gagement may not be made 
public because our adversar-
ies are all over the place try-
ing to sniff  for information 
on our strategies, but we can-
not avail them.

“The next Court date is the 
18th of  May, 2022, keep it in 
your prayers and your mind.”

Jonathan debunks defection rumour, 
rejects APC presidential form
T

he Media Adviser 
to former President 
Goodluck Jonathan, 

Ikechukwu Eze have issued 
a disclaimer on the purchase 
of  APC presidential form by 
a Northern group for Jona-
than.

According to him, it has 
come to our notice that a 
group has purportedly pur-
chased Presidential Nom-
ination and Expression of  
Interest forms, of  the All 
Progressives Congress APC, 
in the name of  former Pres-
ident Dr. Goodluck Ebele 
Jonathan.

We wish to categorically 
state that Dr. Jonathan was 
not aware of  this bid and did 
not authorize it.

We want to state that if  
the former President want-
ed to contest an election, he 
would make his intentions 
clear to the public and will 
not enter through the back 
door.

While we appreciate the 
overwhelming request by a 
cross-section of  Nigerians, 
for Dr. Jonathan to make 
himself  available for the 
2023 Presidential election, 
we wish to state, that he has 
not in anyway, committed 
himself  to this request.

Buying a presidential aspi-
ration form in the name Dr. 
Jonathan without his con-
sent, knowing the position 
he had held in this country, 
is considered an insult to his 
person. The general public 
is therefore advised to disre-
gard it. He said.

Meanwhile, Controversial 
socio-political activist, had 
Reno Omokri has reacted to 
the news of  his former prin-
cipal, Goodluck Jonathan 
joining the 2023 presiden-
tial election on the platform 
of  the All Progressive Con-
gress, APC.

It was reported earlier 
that former President Jona-
than on Monday picked up 
the presidential nomination 
and expression of  interest 
form of  the ruling APC via 
a Northern group.

The news has since stirred 
a barrage of  reactions on 
and off  social media as lov-
ers of  the former president 
and concerned Nigerians 
expressed their individual 
views on Jonathan’s new po-
litical movement.

It was reported that a Co-
alition of  Northern groups 
picked up the presidential 
form on behalf  of  the former 

former Senior Special Assis-
tant (SSA) on political mat-
ters, and a former Transition 
Chairman for Anambra West 
LGA, expressed optimism in 
the capacity of  the Agency, 
and assured that he would as-
sist in projecting the mandate 
of  the Agency. 

He appreciated the GM 
for the way and manner he 
maintained passionate dispo-
sition towards the discharge 
of  his duties and prayed for 
a recognition and reward for 
his efforts so far. He pledged 
his commitment to ensuring 
the Local Government Coun-

cils perform their roles to the 
Agency including funding of  
the LGRCs. 

Other highlights of  the vis-
it were the presentation of  
a copy of  the full report on 
CSDP-AF Implementation 
Completion Report (ICR), 
the ANCSDA photobook on 
implemented Microproject 
pictures, and CSDP Outcome 
Implementation Studies Re-
port. 

Also, was the presentation 

of  communication items 
(Souvenirs) of  the Agency 
to the Honourable Commis-
sioner.

Meanwhile, other members 
who was came with ANCS-
DA team on the Advocacy 
visit were, Mrs Uche Nwai-
zugbo (Manager Basic Servic-
es), Mr Francis Madubuonu 
(Finance and Admin Manag-
er), and Mr Chimezie Ibedu 
(Head, Labour Intensive Pub-
lic Workfare).

Nigerian leader on Monday 
at the International Confer-
ence Centre in Abuja.

Speaking with reporters 
after picking up the form, 
members of  the coalition 
said Jonathan is the most 
qualified to take Nigeria to 
the next level in 2023.

Members of  the coalition 
were spotted wearing face 
caps and t-shirts with the in-
scription ‘run Jonathan run’.

Recall that Jonathan took 
over leadership of  Nigeria in 
2011 following the demise 
of  his principal, Umar Musa 
Yar’Adua.

He ruled under the plat-
form of  the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, PDP and also 
pursued reelection under the 
same party but lost to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari in 
2015.

Jonathan’s purported de-
fection to the APC has since 
generated concerns across 
the country.

While Nigerians are still 
curious about the develop-
ment, Omokri, moments 
after the alleged purchase of  
the APC form by Jonathan 
today, took to his Twitter 
page to say that his next up-
date will disappoint people 

about the viral reports of  
Jonathan’s presidential bid.

The book writer tweeted: 
“To those who think I am in 
a dilemma, just be patient. 
You will all be so disappoint-
ed with yourselves and your 
premature celebration when 
you see my next tweet. I am, 
after all, the #TableShaker! 
You guys are so easy to ma-
nipulate. They just yank your 
chain and you drink kunu.”

Omokri added in another 
post: “After I tweet, some-
body should please go and 
check on that bitter leaf  
boardroom and possible bed-
room partner of  that beauti-
ful hypocrite, to make sure 
she does not drink sniper 
tonight. You know yourself. 
I could have tweeted since. 
But I wanted to yank your 
chain.”

Stating his position on 
Jonathan’s alleged APC 
presidential form purchase, 
Omokri tweeted: “First of  
all, to whet your appetite, let 
me say that under the rain 
and under the sun, I will fol-
low Jonathan. Secondly, I 
can’t ever be one with APC. 
Thirdly, nobody can shave 
HE @GEJonathan’s head in 
his absence. Read between 
the lines. More to come!”

...Citizens to benefit from COVID-19 Action Recovery
and Economic Stimulus (AN-CARES) Programme



perat ives  of  the 

OB a u c h i  S t a t e 
Command of  the 

Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
have arrested 52-year old 
K a b i r u  A b d u l l a h i ,  f o r 
allegedly kidnapping and 
killing his neighbour's five-
year-old daughter  after 
col lect ing a  ransom of  

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TPolice Command 
has arraigned four 

staff  of  Chrisland Schools, 
Lagos State, for allegedly 
covering up sexual acts 
involving some pupils of  the 
school. 

The staff  were arraigned 
on Tuesday before a Yaba 
Chief  Magistrates' Court on 
two counts of  conduct likely 
to cause breach of  public 
peace and covering up 
sexual acts. 

The charges read, “That 
you, Oladotun Sotunde, 
Elesho Tajudeen, Rhoda 
O l a n i p e k u n ,  A j i b o y e 
Hammed, on or before 25th 
day of  Apri l ,  2022 at 
Chrisland School, Victoria 
Garden City, Idimu, Lagos, 
in the Lagos Magisterial 
Dis t r i c t ,  d id  consp i re 
a m o n g  y o u r s e l ve s  t o 
commit felony, to wit: 
conduct likely to cause 
breach of  the peace and 
indecent practices among 
your school pupils during 
their participation in the 
World  School  Games, 
thereby committing an 
offence punishable under 
Section 411 of  the Criminal 
Law of  Lagos State, 2015. 

“That you, Oladotun 
Sotunde, Elesho Tajudeen, 
R h o d a  O l a n i p e k u n , 
Ajiboye Hammed, on or 
before 25th day of  April, 
2022, at Chrisland School, 
Vic tor ia  Garden Ci ty, 
Idimu, Lagos, in the Lagos 
State Magisterial District, 
having returned from the 
World  School  Games, 
involving your students, did 
intentional ly obstruct, 
prevent, pervert or defeat 
the course of  justice by 
concealing the indecent acts 
of  your school girl sex video 
among the students before it 
w e n t  v i r a l ,  t h e r e b y 
committing an offence 
p u n i s h a b l e  u n d e r  t h e 
Section 97 (1) (3) of  the 
Criminal Law of  Lagos 
State, 2015.”

The defence team, led 
by Ademola Animashaun, 
asked for bail in liberal 
terms after the defendants 
pleaded not guilty to the two 
charges. 

R u l i n g  o n  t h e 
application,  the Chief  
M a g i s t r a t e ,  A d e o l a 
Olatunbosun, admitted the 
defendants to bail in the 
sum of  N300,000 each, with 
three sureties in like sum. 

The case was adjourned 
till June 16, 2022. 

I t  had ear l ier  been 
reported that the sexual acts 
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  a 
competit ion in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 

The  mother  o f  the 
female pupil, in a video that 
went viral on social media, 

he Lagos Police TRapid Response 
Squad (RRS) have 

arrested two robbers and 
recovered a motorcycle.

The suspects are Ayo 
Taiwo (25) and Jude Prince 
O v a t  ( 2 1 ) .  T h e i r 
accompl ice,  Chibuike 
Daniel, is at large.

A  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
T u e s d a y  b y  P o l i c e 
spokesman,  Benjamin 
Hundeyin said they were 
nabbed Sunday night

Ovat and Daniel had 
stopped a rider and asked 
him to take them from 
Obalande to Parkview 
Estate, Ikoyi, where Taiwo 

was waiting.
On arrival, Daniel hit 

the victim on the head with 
a  w h e e l  s p a n n e r  a n d 
dispossessed him of  his 
motorcycle.

Passersby raised the 
alarm which drew the 
attention of  RRS officers 
on a routine patrol of  the 
area.

The suspects confessed 
to have stolen several 
motorcycles in a similar 
manner and disclosed they 
sold each for N150,000.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
Police, Abiodun Alabi has 
directed RRS Commander, 
Olayinka Egbeyemi to 

transfer them to the CP's 
Special Squad for further 
investigation.

The statement added 

that operatives are on the 
trail of  the fleeing gang 
member, Daniel.

a c c u s e d  t h e  s c h o o l 
management of  covering up 
the incident. 

She also accused the 
school of  conducting a 
pregnancy test on her child 
without permission. 

The allegations were 
however denied by the 
school. 

Abdullahi explained that 
after strangulating the minor, 
the suspects buried her 
r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  p r i m e 
s u s p e c t ' s  k i t c h e n  a n d 
subsequently contacted her 
fa ther,  a  bus inessman, 
demanding a ransom of  N1 
million.

T h e  c o m m a n d a n t 
informed that after a series of  
negotiations, the suspects 
we r e  p a i d  t h e  s u m  o f  
N150,000 as ransom, which 

N150,000.
Abdullahi, the prime 

suspect, who is a resident of  
N a r a b i ,  T o r o  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state,  was said to have 
connived with one Yawale, a 
45-year-old resident Rimin 
Zayam in Toro LGA, to 
commit the crime.

P a r a d i n g  t h e  t w o 

was collected by Alhaji 
Yawale in the bush at Narabi.

“On 23 April 2022 at 
about 7.30pm, information 
was received on the alleged 
kidnapping of  a five-year-old 
girl named Amina (not real 
name) Abdullahi at Sabon 
Gari Narabi, Toro LGA, 
Bauchi State.

“ N S C D C  o f f i c e r s 
attached to Toro Division 
swung in to  ac t ion and 
a r r e s t ed  the  fo l lowing 
suspects: Kabiru Abdullahi, 
male, 52yrs of  Narabi Village 
(direct neighbour) and Alhaji 
Yawale, male, 45yrs of  Rimin 
Zayam, Toro LGA.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation revealed that 
the prime suspect, Kabiru 
A b d u l l a h i ,  k i d n a p p e d 
Amina in front of her house, 
took her to a nearby bridge, 
strangled her neck and put 
her in a sack.

“He contacted the father 
of  the victim, Abdullahi 
Yusuf, and demanded a 
ransom. After a series of  
negotiations, it was agreed 
that the sum of  One hundred 
and Fifty Thousand Naira 
(N150,000) be paid for her 
release.

“His accomplice, Alhaji 
Yawale, collected the sum of  
N150,000 under a Tamarind 
tree in the bush at Narabi 
village.

“Further investigation 
revealed that Amina was 
killed on 27 April 2022 and 
buried inside the kitchen of  
the prime suspect. A team of  
investigators went and dug 
the sack from the ground and 
took the body to the General 
Hospital, Toro, where she 
was certified dead by the 
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r , ”  t h e 
N S C D C  c o m m a n d a n t 
informed.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Commandant ,  exh ib i t s 

suspects at the command's 
headquarters in Bauchi, the 
N S C D C  S t a t e 
Commandant, Nurudeen 
Abdullahi, told journalists 
that the suspects kidnapped 
their victim in front of  her 
father's house and took her to 
a bridge where they strangled 
her and put her remains in a 
sack.

recovered from the suspects 
were the sum of  N42,000; 
fake $200 notes; charms; two 
MTN SIM cards; different 
car keys and phone numbers.

He, however, said the 
suspects would be handed 
over to the police for further 
investigation and after which 
they would be charged to 
court for prosecution.

In another development, 
Abdullahi informed that on 
30th April 2022 at about 
4.00pm, a case of  robbery at 
Diriko village was reported 
to the command.

The Commandant said 
NSCDC operatives attached 
to  Toro  Div i s ion  were 
immediately mobilised to the 
scene and arrested two 
suspects, Isiya Lawal (30) of  
Diriko Village and Musa 
Ado (20) of  Babale Village, 
J o s  N o r t h  L o c a l 
Government Area of  Plateau 
State.

According to Abdullahi, 
“Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the victim, 
Hamisu Halidu, male (18) of  
Tilden Fulani  took the 
suspects on his Bajaj Boxer 
motorcycle to Dinya village. 
And on  the i r  way,  the 
suspects attacked him with a 
stick and a knife with the 
intention of  killing him to 
cart away his motorcycle.

“As they were dragging, 
a Good Samaritan came to 
assist the victim. In the 
p roces s,  NSCDC team 
arrived and arrested the 
suspects.”

Exhibits recovered from 
the suspects, according to the 
commandant, were the said 
Bajaj Boxer motorcycle; 
water pump for irrigation; 
knife; stick; two wraps of  
cannabis (Indian hemp); 
cigarettes; N400 and a face 
cap.
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NSCDC arrests two for kidnapping, killing five-year-old girl
after collecting ransom

Police arraign four Chrisland staff
for covering up sexual acts

Robbers arrested over snatching of
motorcycle, injuring owner in Lagos
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he Independent TP e t r o l e u m  
M a r k e t e r s  

Association of  Nigeria has 
asked Nigerians to prepare 
for the worst fuel crisis. 

To avoid this, the petrol 
marketers association 
a s k e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government to prevail on 
the Nigerian Midstream 
a n d  D o w n s t r e a m  
Petroleum Regulatory 
Authori ty to pay i ts  
members their outstanding 
bridging claims amounting 
to over N500 billion. 

The IPMAN chairman 
in Kano State, Bashir 
Danmalam, made the 
remarks while addressing a 
news conference in Kano 
State on Monday. 

He said the failure of  
the NMDPRA to pay the 
the  b r idg ing  c la ims,  
o t h e r w i s e  k n ow n  a s  
transportation claims, had 
f o r c e d  m a n y  o f  i t s  
members out of  business as 
they couldn't transport the 
commodity due to high 
cost of  diesel.

He lamented that non-
payment of  the claims by 
NMDPRA for over eight 
months had crippled the 
businesses of  many of  their 
members as they couldn't 
transport the commodity 
eve n  t h o u g h  i t  wa s  
available. 

“ N M D P R A  i s  
responsible for the payment 

o f  b r i d g i n g  c l a i m s  
o t h e r w i s e  k n ow n  a s  
transportation claims 

“For failure of  the 
NMDPRA to pay the 
outstanding claims for 
about nine months, many 
marketers cannot transport 
the product because their 
funds are not being paid. 
Despite the high price of  
diesel, they manage to 
supply the petroleum 
products nationwide. 

“The resurfacing of  fuel 
queues in Abuja is just a tip 
of  the iceberg with regard 
to the petroleum scarcity. 

“Out of  100 per cent, 
only five per cent of  the 
marketers can supply the 
p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t s  
because of  the failure of  
NMDPRA to pay them.”

He noted that after the 
amalgamation of  DPR, 
P E F,  a n d  P P R A  t o  
NMDPRA, the agency had 
paid them only two times. 

Danmalam, therefore, 
called on the Federal 
Government to intervene 
b e f o r e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
degenerated into a serious 
fuel crisis and spread to 
other parts of  the country. 

“As leaders, we have to 
come out to say the truth 
because our members are 
suffering from the failure of  
the agency to pay the fund. 
T h i s  P e t r o l e u m  
Equalisation Fund is our 
own money we contribute 

to each litre. This agency is 
doing more harm than 
good to us,” Danmalam 
said. 

e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  

CN i g e r i a  ( C B N ) 
Governor, Godwin 

E m e f i e l e  h a s  s a i d  t h e 
adoption of  the eNaira was 
meant to strengthen the 
p a y m e n t  s y s t e m 
infrastructure.

He assured that the CBN 
will always invest in hi-tech 
projects that will boost the 
n a t i o n ' s  g l o b a l 
competitiveness.

He made these known in 
Abuja when he hosted a 
delegation from the Bank of  

UA Foods, one of  BAfrica's leading food 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

companies has taken delivery 
of  the first of  two shipping 
vessels to augment its sugar 
export operations to the West 
African coast.

BUA Food's export of  
refined sugar will benefit the 
e c o n o m y ,  p r o v i d i n g 
alternative source of  income, 
w h i l e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
diversifying the company's 
markets.

The vessels will depart 
and berth at BUA's Port and 
Terminal thereby increasing 
e x p o r t  c a p a c i t y  w h i l e 
reducing operating cost. The 
Mitsubishi of  Japan built 

vessel is named MV Bundu – 
after the area in which the 
refinery is located. The vessels 
cargo capacity is suited to 
e n h a n c e  q u i c k  a n d 
sustainable delivery of  more 
refined sugar in the face of  
growing export demand from 
across the African region.

The refined sugar is 
processed from BUA Foods' 
750,000 metric tons, ultra-
modern refinery  in Port 
Harcourt.

“As we drive our business 
for growth with focus on 
sustainable  re tur ns  and 
benefit to all our stakeholders 
and the Nigerian economy, 
owning a shipping vessel is an 
important step in BUA Foods 

strategy,” said the Chairman 
BUA Foods  P lc,  Abdul 
Samad Rabiu.

“We see an increased and 
continued demand for refined 
sugar across the region with 
a t t e n d a n t  i n c r e a s e  f o r 
logistics support to aid timely 
delivery, which is why it is 
important for us to strengthen 
our current capability with an 
own-controlled asset as we 
advance  fu r the r  in  our 
business strategy. These new 
vessels will create operational 
efficiencies in our business 
and open possibilities for new 
services.”

With this acquisition, 
BUA Foods is well positioned 
to take advantage of  the 

AfCFTA, considering its 
investments in the food sector 
over the years.

“Owning a vessel to 
export sugar is a crucial 
enabler of  flexibility and 
agility in our total supply 
c h a i n  a s  i t  a l l ow s  o u r 
customers to tackle time-
critical fulfillment challenges 
due to timely availability of  
their goods,” said MD BUA 
Foods, Ayodele Abioye.

“As  we  expand  our 
customer base into the region, 
we strongly believe in working 
closely with them towards 
meeting and surpassing their 
needs in time and in full”.

Uganda.
T h e  t e a m  c a m e  t o 

Nigeria to study the Central 
Bank  Dig i ta l  Cur rency 
(eNaira).

Emefiele said:  “The 
eNaira, being the first of  its 
kind for a large country like 
Nigeria, was attracting the 
interests of  many countries, 
Uganda inclusive.

“We've been receiving 
enqu i r i e s  f rom var ious 
Central Banks in different 
parts of  Africa and the world, 
trying to understand what we 

are doing in the area of  
CBDC. We are happy that the 
IMF and World Bank have 
recognised what we are doing 
in the area of  CBDC.”

T h e  C B N  g ove r n o r 
expressed delight that Nigeria 
has “deepened our payment 
system infrastructure and 
pride ourselves as a global 
player”.

The CBDC was launched 
last October by President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 
embrace of  the CBDC and its 
technology, called block 
chain, has the potential of  
swelling Nigeria's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) by 

$29 billion over the next 10 
years.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o 
declared that the introduction 
of  the eNaira would enable 
the government to send direct 
payments to citizens eligible 
f o r  s p e c i f i c  w e l f a r e 
programmes as well as foster 
cross border trade.

According to him, the 
CBDCs can foster economic 
g r ow t h  t h r o u g h  b e t t e r 
economic activities, increase 
r e m i t t a n c e s ,  i m p r o v e 
financial inclusion and make 
m o n e t a r y  p o l i c y  m o r e 
effective by leveraging digital 
innovations.

He said Nigerians 
should not blame their 
members for the fuel 
scarcity but rather ascribe it 

to NMDPRA. 
“We are not agitating 

for a transportation fee 
increase, we are only 

clamouring for payment of  
our bridging claims that is 
over N500 billion,” he 
added.

BusinessBusinessBusiness

Prepare for worst fuel scarcity, petrol marketers alert Nigerians

Why we adopted eNaira
– Emefiele

BUA Foods acquires vessels for sugar export
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 Around 11,000 Russian troops took part in the Victory Day march on Red Square.

R
ussian President 
Vladimir Putin said 
Russian forces in 
Ukraine were fighting 

for the future of  their mother-
land, in his annual address mark-
ing victory over Nazi Germany in 
World War Two.

Despite rumours he would 
make a major announcement his 
speech stuck largely to defending 
Russia’s invasion.

Armata tanks were part of  the 
Victory Day parade in Moscow-
He tied his war in Ukraine to 
Russia’s victory in 1945, blaming 
the West and Nato for rejecting 
security demands.

Almost 10 weeks into the inva-
sion, civilian casualties continue 
to mount.

Some 60 civilians are feared 
dead in the eastern town of  Bilo-
horivka, after a Russian attack on 
a school where people were try-
ing to escape bombardment.

Flanked by military top brass, 
Russia’s leader spoke of  Ukrain-
ians as fascists, repeating his false 
claim that the democratic govern-
ment in Kyiv was run by neo-Na-
zis.

Defending the motherland had 
always been sacred, he said, refer-
ring to the eastern region which 
is now the main focus of  Russia’s 
assault: “Today you are fighting 
for our people in Donbas, for the 
security of  Russia, our home-
land.”

He also made unfounded allega-
tions against Nato and Ukraine:, 
saying: “They were preparing a 
punishing operation in Donbas to 
intrude on our historic lands. In 
Kyiv they were saying they might 

get nuclear weapons and Nato 
started exploring the lands close 
to us, and that became an obvious 
threat to us and our borders.”

Ending his 11-minute address, 
the Russian president said: “Glo-
ry to our armed forces - for Rus-
sia, for victory, hoorah”, at which 
the assembled forces responded 
with a big cheer.

Russian news agencies said 
11,000 troops and 131 armoured 
vehicles took part in the event, in-
cluding Russia’s widely feted Ar-
mata tanks, which have not been 

Russia fighting for motherland
in Ukraine - Putin

... Accuses West of backing threats of ‘Nuclear 
War’, provoking Ukraine conflict

R
ussian President Vladimir 
Putin condemned the 
West in his Victory Day 

speech Monday at the Kremlin, 
claiming that the U.S. and oth-
er countries had propped up a 
“threat” on Russia’s borders and 
had even supported threats of 
nuclear war against the Kremlin.

 Putin went to Crimea on Fri-
day for the first time since Rus-
sia annexed the peninsula from 
Ukraine in March, a visit that 
is likely to anger the Ukrainian 
leadership and upset the West.  

“Russia has always stood up 
for an international system of  
equality,” Putin said, according 
to a translation from the German 
outlet Deutsche-Welle. “We have 
always tried to find compromise 
solutions. … Other countries had 
completely different plans.”

“They have tried to attack 
our historical territories like the 
Crimea. They have threatened to 
use nuclear war, and the West has 

supported these military actions 
carried out in our neighborhood 
and that is why it was a threat 
we couldn’t accept,” the Russian 
president added. He claimed there 
was a “threat to our border.”

“We have seen the military in-
frastructure developed,” Putin 
claimed, mentioning “more and 
more international military advi-
sors coming into the country. The 
country was provided with mod-
ern weapons. There was a threat 
that was growing day by day”

Putin condemned the US by 
name. “The United States of  
America, especially after the col-
lapse of  the Soviet Union,… have 
humiliated not only the whole 
world but also their satellite 
states.”

“They have tried to denigrate 
the memory of  the Second World 
War,” he charged.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and Defence Minister Sergei 
Shoigu walk after a military pa-

Russian President Vladimir Putin (2nd R) looks on as he stands with military 
personnel during a �ower laying ceremony marking Victory Day in Sevastopol.

considered combat-ready for the 
war in Ukraine. Smaller parades 
were planned to mark the day in 
cities across Russia.

Not everything went according 
to plan. A flypast by the air force 
had to be cancelled shortly before 
the parade because of  “weath-
er conditions”, according to the 
Kremlin.

Ahead of  Victory Day, war-
planes had rehearsed over Red 
Square in a Z-formation, the mo-
tif  used by the Russian state dur-

ing its war in Ukraine. There were 
no obvious adverse weather con-
ditions in Moscow on Monday, 
with plenty of  sunshine through 
the clouds.

Russia was able to claim limited 
success on Monday in Kherson, 
the one Ukrainian city it can claim 
to have fully occupied.

State-run news agency Ria No-
vosti showed footage of  a Victory 
Day march in memory of  those 
who died in the war.

It was led by Volodymyr Saldo, 
a pro-Russian local official who 

has been named Kherson gover-
nor and is now being investigated 
for treason by Ukraine.

What was then the Soviet Union 
lost 27 million lives during World 
War Two, with Ukraine account-
ing for eight million of  them.

In a separate message marking 9 
May, President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said Nazis had been expelled 
in 1945 and Ukraine would not 
allow anyone to “annex this vic-
tory”. Very soon, he said, Ukraine 
would have two victory days to 
celebrate.

rade on Victory Day, which marks 
the 77th anniversary of  the victory 
over Nazi Germany in World War 
Two, in Red Square in central Mos-
cow, Russia May 9, 2022. REU-
TERS/Maxim Shemetov

Putin also claimed that “the en-
emies of  our country have tried to 
use international terrorism against 
us,” likely referring to the increased 
sanctions against Russia and the 
seizure of  Russian oligarchs’ assets 
abroad.

Putin said those living today are 
“the successor generation” to the 
generation that fought World War 
II. “Those who won a victory over 
fascism in the Second World War 
are a symbol for us,” he said.

“Today in the Donbas, the militia 
and our forces stand up in order to 
defend our territory,” Putin said. 
“We have many people we should 
remember and they are now sup-
porting us in the Donbas. You are 
fighting for your homeland, for the 
future of  our homeland.”

Evoking the history of  Russia’s 
victory over Nazi Germany on 
May 9, 1945, Putin repeatedly tied 
the current government of  Ukraine 
– which is headed by the Jewish 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy – 
to the Nazis.

“We are dealing with Nazis,” he 
said when mentioning the ostensi-

ble threat of  Ukraine. “We are go-
ing to punish the Nazis,” he vowed 
while cheering on Russian troops 
in the Donbas. 

“We also would like to respect 
those who fought with us in 2014,” 
Putin added, hailing “the peaceful 
people in the Donbas who were 
killed by the Nazis.” 
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uper Eagles' First 

SAssis tant  Coach, 
Sal isu Yusuf  has 

released a list of  30 players, 
including Captain Ahmed 
Musa and forward Moses 
S i m o n ,  a h e a d  o f  t h e 
in ter nat ional  f r iendly 
matches against the 'A' 
Men National Teams of  
Mexico and Ecuador in the 
United States of  America. 

The three-time African 
champions will clash with 

a z i o  p r e s i d e n t , LClaudio Lotito has 
quashed rumours 

that star midfielder, Sergej 
Milinkovic-Savic is set to 
leave the club this summer.

T h e  S e r b i a n 
international has been 
h e a v i l y  l i n k e d  w i t h 
Manchester United and 

anchester United Mand Chelsea are 
set to go head to 

head in the transfer market 
this summer.

T h e  t w o  P r e m i e r 
League clubs are being 
l inked wi th  Vi l lar rea l 
centre-back Pau Torres.

The Spaniard was also 
l i n k e d  t o  U n i t e d  l a s t 
summer,  but  no move 
materialised, as they signed 
Raphael Varane instead.

H oweve r,  Fa b r i z i o 
Romano suggests Torres is 
on the lists of  both clubs as 
they look to acquire a 
centre-half  in the summer 
transfer window.

Torres is highly rated, 
having impressed under 
Unai Emery at Villarreal, 
and is known for his ability 
to play out from the back.

He has even been linked 
t o  R e a l  M a d r i d  a n d 
Barcelona, and may have a 
preference for staying in 
Spain.

helsea manager, 

CThomas Tuchel, 
has revealed that he 

has not met the club's 
prospective new Chelsea 
owner, Todd Boehly, or 

discovered how much 
money he has to spend this 
summer in the transfer 
window.

Tuchel said this on 
Tuesday during his pre-
match press conference 
ahead of  Chelsea's Premier 
League tie with Leeds 
United on Wednesday.

Recall that American 
billionaire, Todd Boehly, 
and his consortium are 
n ow  o n  t h e  ve r ge  o f  
completing a £4.25 billion 
takeover after agreeing on a 
deal to buy Chelsea last 
weekend.

Asked if  he has met 
with Boehly, Tuchel said: 
“Absolutely not. Maybe if  I 
had, I wouldn't tell you! 
But I don't have so I don't 
need to lie.”

He added, “Nothing 
has changed for us at 

Cobham,  we are  s t i l l 
w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e 
confirmation, for things to 
progress, to hopefully have 
news for you and for us, for 
the team, to inject some 
positive energy.

“It feels like it will 
come to an end and give us 
possibilities to act, but at 
this very moment it's not 
like this.”

“We are the only club 
at the moment that suffers 
like this, maybe the first 
club that ever did this.

“These are steps in the 
right direction. We are 
waiting for it for a long 
time.

“We need posi t ive 
energy and a competitive 
atmosphere at the club. It's 
very important for things to 
progress.”

Paris Saint-Germain in 
recent seasons with Lotito 
claiming to have rejected a 
mammoth bid for  the 
midfielder in the past.

“Milinkovic is not for 
sale,” Lotito told Rai Sport. 
“ I  t u r n e d  d o w n  a 
€140million (£120m) bid 
for him.”

The 27-year-old signed 
for Lazio from Belgian side 
Genk in 2015 and has seen 
his stock rise following a 
string of  fine performances 
for the Biancocelesti.

H e  h a s  e n j oye d  a 
fruitful season at the Stadio 
Olimpico registering 10 
goals and 11 assists in 35 

games as Lazio continue 
their push for Europa 
League qualification

But Lotito hinted that 
he wouldn't stand in his 
way if  an interesting offer 
was presented for the 
towering midfielder.

“I'd ask Sergej what he 
wants to do in case we 
rece ive  an  impor tan t 
proposal from a world-
class club,” he added.

Manchester United 
have long been linked with 
a move for Milinkovic-
Savic and, with midfield 
reinforcements needed at 
Old Trafford this summer, 
the Lazio man could fit the 
bil l  in Erik ten Hag's 
rebuilding process.

Nemanja Matic has 
confirmed his exit at the 
end of  the season whilst 
Jesse Lingard and Paul 
Pogba look set to leave on 
free transfers.

were missing in the list 
contained in a statement by 
t h e  N i g e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 
Federation's spokesperson, 
A d e m o l a  O l a j i r e,  o n 
Tuesday. 

Yusuf, who is also 
Head Coach of  the CHAN 
and the U23 teams, has 
included eight home-based 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p l aye r s , 
including goalkeepers 
Adewale Adeyinka and 
Ojo Olorunleke, defender 
I b r a h i m  B u h a r i ,  a n d 
forwards Victor Mbaoma 

CONCACAF powerhouse 
Mexico at the AT & T 
Stadium in Dallas, the State 
of  Texas on Saturday, May 
28, before flying to New 
Jersey to tackle Ecuador at 
the Red Bull Arena in 
Harrison on Thursday, 
June 2. 

Nigeria's top attackers 
Victor Osimhen, Kelechi 
Iheanacho and Odion 
Ighalo, including vibrant 
midfielder Wilfred Ndidi 

and Ishaq Rafiu.
Only 25 players will 

make the final list for the 
tour, which is preparatory 
to next month's 2023 Africa 
Cup of  Nations qualifying 
matches against Sierra 
Leone in Abuja (9th June) 
and São Tomé & Príncipe in 
Marrakech, Morocco (13th 
June). 

FULL LIST 
Goalkeepers: Maduka 

Okoye (Sparta Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands); Adewale 
Adeyinka (Akwa United); 

Ojo Olorunleke (Enyimba 
FC) 

Defenders: Olaoluwa 
Aina (Torino FC, Italy); 
Abdul lah i  Shehu  (AC 
Omonia, Cyprus); Zaidu 
Sanusi (FC Porto, Portugal); 
William Ekong (Watford 
F C ,  E n g l a n d ) ;  L e o n 
Balogun (Glasgow Rangers, 
Scotland); Isa Ali (Remo 
Stars); Chidozie Awaziem 
(Alanyaspor FC, Turkey); 
Oluwasemilogo Ajayi (West 
B r o m w i c h  A l b i o n , 
England); Calvin Bassey 
( G l a s g o w  R a n g e r s , 
Scotland); Ibrahim Buhari 
(Plateau United) 

Midfielders: Joseph 
Ayodele-Aribo (Glasgow 
Rangers, Scotland); Alex 
I w o b i  ( E v e r t o n  F C , 
England);  Oghenekaro 
E t e b o  ( Wa t f o r d  F C , 

England); Chiamaka Madu 
(Rivers United); Babatunde 
Afeez  Nos i r u  (Kwara 
U n i t e d ) ;  A z u b u i k e 
O k e c h u k w u  ( Y e n i 
Malatyaspor,  Turkey); 
Samson Tijani (Red Bull 
S a l z b u r g ,  A u s t r i a ) ; 
Alhassan Yusuf  (Royal 
Antwerp FC, Belgium) 

Fo r wa r d s :  A h m e d 
Musa (Fatih Karagumruk, 
Turkey); Moses Simon (FC 
Nantes, France); Samuel 
Chukwueze (Villarreal FC, 
Spain); Ademola Lookman 
(Leicester City, England); 
Sadiq Umar (UD Almeria, 
Spain); Emmanuel Dennis 
(Watford FC, England); 
Cyriel Dessers (Feyenoord 
FC, The Netherlands); 
Victor Mbaoma (Enyimba 
FC); Ishaq Rafiu (Rivers 
United) 

Mexico, Ecuador friendlies: Osimhen missing from
preliminary list

Lazio rubbishes Milinkovic-Savic exit talks

I haven't met Chelsea's new owner,
Todd Boehly – Thomas Tuchel

Man Utd, Chelsea, Tottenham battle for
Pau Torres

SavicSavicSavic

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

TorresTorresTorres
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anchester City Mhas confirmed a 
deal has been 

reached with Borussia 
Dortmund to sign Erling 
Haaland this summer.

The Premier League 
champions confirmed this 
in a tweet from their official 
handle.

It read: “Manchester 
City can confirm that we 
have reached an agreement 
in principle with Borussia 

rsenal midfielder, 

AThomas Partey is 
training separately 

in a bid to be fit before the 
end of  the season.

The central midfielder 
has been absent of  late, 
which has impacted the 
Gunners' form as they look 
to close in on a top four 
finish.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
football.london, the Ghana 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s 
undertaking daily personal 
training sessions to recover 
from a thigh injury he 
sustained last month during 
a loss to Crystal Palace.

The goal is to get him 
back with the squad as soon 

as possible, but it is unclear 
if  he will be able to play 
b e f o r e  t h e  s e a s o n 
concludes.

Arsenal will not want to 
rush Partey, given his injury 
history since signing for the 
club, as a recurrence of  the 
problem could disrupt his 
pre-season preparations.

e s t  H a m  a r e 

Wlooking to bring 
i n  a t t a c k i n g 

reinforcements this summer 
with Aston Villa striker 
Ollie Watkins at the top of  
their list, according to 
reports.

T h e  E n g l a n d 
international has scored 26 
goals in 72 matches in all 
competitions since moving 
from Brentford to Aston 
Villa for £33m in 2020.

His performances for 
Aston Villa earned him his 
first call-up to an England 
squad in March 2021 with 
Wa t k i n s  m a k i n g  h i s 
international debut for 
Gareth Southgate's men in 
the same month against San 
Marino.

W e s t  H a m  h a v e 
identified him 'as a key 
target this summer' and the 
Hammers 'have explored 
the possibility of  signing the 
England international and 
could decide to test Villa's 
resolve by bidding for the 
26-year-old'.

The report adds that 
Aston Villa boss Steven 
Gerrard 'could be prepared 
to sell Watkins, although it 
is likely Villa would demand 
a t  l eas t  £50m for  the 
forward'.

Moyes is 'acutely aware 
of  the need to provide' 
Michail Antonio with more 
'competition' next season 
with the West Ham striker 
providing 12 goals and nine 
assists.

The Guardian add that 
Armando Broja, Darwin 
Nunez and Eddie Nketiah 
are also on their list of  
p o t e n t i a l  t a r ge t s  t h i s 
summer.

Meanwhile, Gerrard 
wants to see his Aston Villa 
side embrace the challenge 
of  coming up against one of  
the best sides in the world on 
Tuesday night, when they 
f a c e  h i s  f o r m e r  c l u b 
Liverpool.

“Liverpool are a world-
class team. Arguably, the 
best team in the world right 
now. We're well aware of  the 
challenge,” said Gerrard.

lubs can pick up 

CW a t f o r d ' s 
Emmanuel Dennis 

for as little as £20m this 
s u m m e r  f o l l o w i n g 
Watford's relegation into 
the Championship for next 
season. 

The Nigerian forward, 
who only joined the club 12 
months ago, managed 10 
goals and 6 assists for the 
Hornets this season, but 
could not prevent his side 
from dropping out of  the 
English top-flight, with 
their fate confirmed by a 
defeat to Crystal Palace on 
Saturday. 

One of  few who can 
come out of  the disastrous 
season with any credit from 
a Hornets' point of  view, the 
24-year-old is almost certain 
to leave the London club 
this summer, and is likely to 
have no shortage of  suitors. 

And, he will not cost a 
massive amount either by 
modern standards, with 
Watford demanding £20m 
but, in truth, likely to accept 
less for the man who has 
become a key part of  their 
side.

British journalist Ryna 
Taylor stated that Dennis 
representatives have agreed 
for the player to be sold at 
that price. 

“Watford [are] ready to 
m ove  I s m a ï l a  S a r r  & 
Emmanuel Dennis on this 
summer. The Nigerian has a 
relegation clause in his 
contract that sees wages 
s l a s h e d  i n  t h e 
Championship. £20m is the 

asking price, his reps have 
b e e n  m a d e  aw a r e  o f  
interests. Lyon have also 
held talks  for  Moussa 
Sissoko,” Taylor tweeted.

Also, the Hornets are 
still holding out for around 
£40m for 24-year-old Sarr, 
but the club are also ready to 
move him on should suitors 
present themselves for the 
Senegalese winger, who has 
previously caught the eye of  

Liverpool, though that ship 
appears to have sailed. 

H i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
Premier League has proven 
a mixed one, with injury 
restricting Sarr to just 21 
appearances, which have 
yielded 5 goals and 2 assists. 
W h i l e  t h e  t a l e n t  i s 
undoubtedly there, it is 
unlikely to warrant any 
£40m offers. 

Dortmund for the transfer 
of  striker Erling Haaland to 
the Club on 1st July 2022.

“The transfer remains 
subject to the club finalising 
terms with the player.”

A clause in his contract 
means Haaland is available 
for just £62m this summer.

Guardiola will finally 
land a striker, just 12 
months after City were 
frustrated in a £150m move 
for Harry Kane.

Wednesday 11 - Thursday 12 May, 2022 

Man City officially confirm Haaland transfer

Dennis available for cut-price £20m after
Watford relegation

Villa name price for
Watkins amidst West
Ham interest

Arsenal get return date
for Partey

HaalandHaalandHaaland

WatkinsWatkinsWatkins

ParteyParteyPartey

DennisDennisDennis
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The fresh news people

igeria's former Minister of  

NE d u c a t i o n ,  O b y 
Ezekwesili, has alleged 

that the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
Governor, Godwin Emefiele, 
handed over the apex bank's control 
to the President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (rtd.) since 
the latter assumed office.

She also alleged that the “ill-
advised monetary policies” of  the 
bank in the last seven years were 
“political”.

Ezekwes i l i ' s  a l l ega t ions 
followed the reports that Emefiele 
p icked the  Al l  Progress ives 
Congress N100m presidential 
nomination and expression of  
interest form. He reportedly picked 
up the form on Friday in the Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja.

The former minister in a series 
of  tweets on her Twitter handle on 
Friday said the wrong monetary 
policies since Buhari assumed 
office in 2015 were testament that 
the bank had handed over its 
independence to the President.

She alleged that the hidden 
politics behind the wrong monetary 
policies and alleged control of  the 
CBN by Buhari led to Emefiele's 
open partisan politics.

Lawyers react…:
Aside from Ezekwesili, the 

Ondo State Governor, Rotimi 
Akeredolu, who is a lawyer, has 
also asked Emefiele to resign from 
his position immediately following 
his intent to engage in partisan 
politics and contest the 2023 
presidential election.

Akeredolu, in a statement he 
personally signed on Friday, 
described the CBN governor's 
move as “a joke taken too far”, and 
asked the President to fire Emefiele 
if  he refused to voluntarily resign.

A Senior Advocate of  Nigeria 
(SAN), Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa, 
has described the case instituted by 
the Governor of  the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele, over 
the 2023 presidential election as 
“comedy” and an “insult to 

In the statement, which was 
titled, 'Legal Hurdles to Cross by 
Mr. Godwin Emefiele,' Falana said 
the performance of  the statutory 
functions of  the CBN which shall be 
in the national interest could not be 
left in the hands of  a politically 
exposed person.

The statement partly read: 
“The supporters of  the Governor 
have ignored section 9 of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria Act which provides 
that : 'The Governor and the Deputy 
Governors shall devote the whole of  
their time to the service of  the Bank 
and while holding office shall not 
engage in any full or part time 
employment or vocation whether 
remunerated or not except such 
personal or charitable causes as may 
be determined by the Board and 
which do not conflict with or detract 
from their full time duties.' The 
provisions of  section 18 (4) (b) of  the 
Banks and are in pari materia with 
Section 9 of  the CBN Act.

“For the avoidance of  doubt, 
the powers conferred on the 
Governor and the Board of  the CBN 
under the CBN Act are enormous. 
They include the power to ensure 
monetary and price stability; issue 
legal tender currency in Nigeria; 
maintain external reserves to 
safeguard the international value of  
the legal tender currency; promote a 
sound financial system in Nigeria; 
and act as Banker and provide 
economic and financial advice to 
the  Federal  Gover nment.  In 
addition, the Banks and Financial 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  A c t  2 0 2 0  h a s 
empowered the Governor and CBN 
grant and revoke  licences of  banks; 
supervise banks, dissolve Boards  
and Management of  Banks, remove 
Managing Directors and other 
directors of  Banks,  sanction  erring 
banks and officials, make rules that 
guide commercial banks, provide 
loan to Governments, set interest 
rates, serve as apex bank to other 
b a n k s  a n d  e n s u r e  c o r d i a l 
relationship with foreign banks. 
Furthermore, the Minister of  

Nigerians”.
He said, “By the decision of  the 

Supreme Court in Akinlade vs 
INEC, there is no competent suit 
filed by Mr Emefiele pending before 
the court for adjudication.

“The affidavit in support of  the 
Originating Summons and indeed 
the Affidavit of  urgency were both 
deposed to by counsel on his behalf, 
in flagrant violation of  Rule 20 of  
RPC.

“An Originating Summons 
cannot be determined in the Federal 
High Court without a competent 
affidavit in support thereof.

“By his status, Emefiele is an 
employee of  the CBN. Any case to 
determine his status or eligibility 
should be filed at the National 
Industrial  Cour t.  So long as 
Emefiele earns a salary as a CBN 
employee, he should not dream of  
contesting elections while still 
holding on to his office. It is an insult 
to our collective psyche as a people.

“Sensitive election materials 
are always kept in CBN offices 
nationwide by INEC, unknown to 
N i ge r i a n s  t h a t  E m e f i e l e  a s 
Governor of  CBN had been a 
politician all his life.

“The political party that owns 
the presidential ticket that Emefiele 
wants to grab is not a party in his 
court case, contrary to extant laws 
and practice.

“I urge the Nigerian Bar 
Association, Election Situation 
Room, SERAP and other civil 
society organizations to apply to the 
court to join Emefiele's case and put 
an end to this joke.”

In the same vein, Rights activist 
and Senior Advocate of  Nigeria, 
Femi Falana, has said that the 
involvement of  the Governor of  the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, Godwin 
Emefiele, in partisan politics is 
i l l e g a l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  w i l l 
compromise the autonomy of  the 
apex bank.

Falana said this in a statement 
signed by him and published on the 
website of  EiE Nigeria on Monday.

Finance shall seek inputs from the 
CBN in preparing the Medium 
Term Expenditure Framework for 
the annual budget pursuant to the 
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  F i s c a l 
Responsibility Act 2007.

“The performance of  these 
statutory functions which shall be in 
the national interest cannot be left in 
the hands of  a politically exposed 
person. Hence, the Central Bank 
Act and Banks and Financial 
institutions Act provide that the 
bank shall be a fully autonomous 
b o dy  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t ive  o f  
promoting stability and continuity 
i n  e c o n o m i c  m a n a g e m e n t . 
Therefore, the involvement of  the 
Governor in partisan politics will 
compromise the autonomy of  the 
CBN.”

Meanwhile, a Federal High 
Court in Abuja has rejected the 
request of  Governor of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), Godwin 
E m e f i e l e ' s ,  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) and the 
Attorney General of  the Federation 
(AGF) Abubakar Malami, from 
preventing him from contesting in 
the 2023 Presidential election while 
in office as the head of  the apex 
bank.

Recall that Emefiele through 
his lawyer, Mike Ozekhome, had on 
Monday morning filed a suit against 
INEC and the AGF.

Emefiele asked the court to 
decide if  Section 84(12) of  the 
E l e c t o r a l  A c t  2 0 2 2  i s  n o t 
inconsistent with Section 137 (1)(G) 
of  the 1999 Constitution.

T h e  c o u r t  i n  i t s  r u l i n g 
summoned INEC leadership and 
AGF to appear before it on May 12, 
to show cause on why status quo 
antebellum, should not be granted 
to the CBN Governor.

Part of  the grounds of  the 
application reads:  “That the 
plaintiff  has aspiration to seek 
election to the Office of  the 
President of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria and par t icipate as a 

candidate in the upcoming 2023 
elections.

“That section 84(12) of  the 
Electoral Act, 2022 provides that: 
'No political appointee at any level 
shall be a voting delegate or be voted 
for at the Convention or Congress of  
any political party for the purpose of  
the nomination of  candidates for 
any election'.

“That the plaintiff  verily 
believes that he is not affected by 
these provisions, as he is not a 
political appointee as envisaged by 
the above provisions of  section 
84(12) of  the Electoral Act, 2022.

“That the Central Bank of  
Nigeria is entirely (100 per cent) 
owned by the Nigerian Federal 
G ove r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e 
constitutes a government agency 
with the meaning and intendment 
o f  S e c t i o n  3 1 8  o f  1 9 9 9 
Constitution.”

But Emefiele is in a dilemma 
whether he can run. Can he run? If  
he can run, when must he leave 
office as CBN governor?

It is clear that by virtue of  
S e c t i o n  3 1 8  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
Constitution, is a public servant. 
Therefore, Emefiele is only bound 
by Section 137 which says that a 
public officer shall resign from office 
not later than 30 days before the 
election.

This is the constitution and we 
seek constitutional interpretation of  
this matter.

Howevr, the judge has made an 
order directing the INEC and AGF 
to appear on Thursday on why 
Emefiele's prayers should not be 
granted.

H e  o r d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e 
applications, including the ex-parte, 
filed in the course of  the matter be 
served on all the defendants.

He also directed that hearing 
notices be issued to the defendants 
to appear on the said date to show 
cause why the prayers should not be 
granted.
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CBN Gov., Emefiele; trapped in the vault
of trust betrayal
…Akeredolu, Ezekwesili urge him to resign and pursue his “ill-fated political career”
…His continued stay in office jeopardises 2023 election materials – SAN
… Involvement in politics; illegal, will compromise CBN autonomy – Falana
…As court rejects his request to stop INEC, AGF against his ambition

NSCDC arrests two for kidnapping,
killing five-year-old girl after
collecting ransom

Police arraign four Chrisland staff
for covering up sexual acts


