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Imo govt directs
Petroleum Ministry
to stop illegal oil
bunkering

NIMC, network
operators
frustrate users
...Activists describe action as national madness

Ikwezi Mgbidi Festival:
Where virgin girls are celebrated

Abducted ABSU students
regain freedom

2023: PDP warns Abia stakeholders against losing

The PDP National Chairman, Dr. Iyorchia Ayu (right) with Governor Okezie Ikpeazu (left) of Abia State
when he visited Abia on a working visit.

Reasons you should
give braided wig
a chance



Ageing trees, major challenge 
of Cashew Nut business in 
the country - Expert
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 News

T
he Imo State gov-
ernment has direct-
ed the Ministry of  

Petroleum Resources to 
put in place measures that 
would deter illegal oil bun-
kering in any part of  the 
State.

Rising from her regular 
State Executive Council 
(EXCO) meeting Wednes-
day, April 6, 2022 presided 
over by Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, the govern-
ment also disclosed that 
approval had been given 
for the award of  contract 
for the construction of  
more roads in different 
parts of  the State.

Briefing newsmen on 
decisions reached by the 
Exco, the Commissioner 
for Information and Strate-

Imo govt directs Petroleum Ministry
to stop illegal oil bunkering

gy, Hon. Declan Emelum-
ba, said Council also em-
powered the Petroleum 
Ministry to forward a Bill 
to the House of  Assembly 
for the Creation of  Lo-
cal Content Management 
Agency with a view that it 
would help to generate rev-
enue for the State.

The Commissioner said 
the Council also  frowned 
at reports that at some on-
going construction sites in 
the State, hoodlums have 
continued to disrupt activi-
ties and therefore called on 
the leaders of  those areas 
to wade in by  controlling, 
cautioning and calling 
their youths to order and 
to educate them on the 
need to cooperate with 
those who are bringing de-

velopment to their area.
Emelumba informed 

that the Council expressed 
delight that Imo State took 
the first position in the 
States Category of  the re-
cently concluded Technol-
ogy and Innovation Expo 
2022 organized by the Fed-
eral Ministry of  Science 
and Technology between 
14th and 18th of  March 
2022.

He said the Governor 
has already received the 
plaque and letter of  award 
from the Commissioner 
for Science and Technolo-
gy, Prof  Boniface Nworgu 
during the Exco Meeting 
and urged all the ministries 
to prove the stuff  the State 
is made of.  

Furthermore, Emelum-

ba noted that the Council 
received commendable re-
ports of  appreciation from 
Communities that reside 
along the areas where con-
struction of  the govern-
ment’s ongoing flagship 
roads - Owerri/Okigwe 
and Owerri/Orlu roads 
are located because of  
their quality and speed of  
execution.

Accompanied by the 
Commissioner for Science 
and Technology, Prof. 
Boniface Nworgu; Com-

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

A 
cashew nut process-
ing expert, Mr Pankaj 
Chawla, has said that 

ageing trees remain the major 
challenge of  cashew nut busi-

ness in the country, whether 
for local consumption or ex-
port.

Chawla, who is the Coun-
try Representative of  Valen-
cy International Agro Ltd, 
said this on Wednesday at a 
training event for Wild Or-
ganic Cashew Nuts Farmers/
Producers and Marketers in 
Enugu State for Export Inten-
tions.

He noted that most cash-
ew trees in the country are 
between 30 and 40 years old, 
adding that most of  them had 
been caught up with aging at-
tributes and signs. According 
to him, today the yield of  the 
cashew tree keeps decreasing, 
the quality and size of  fruits 
and nuts keeps shrinking and 
pests easily attack them due 
to aging attributes.

“There is a need to begin 
new and fresh cashew planta-
tions to replace all the aging 
cashew trees even as the cash-
ew business is becoming a big 
time local and export busi-
ness. “We have improved and 
high-yield cashew seedling 
that only takes 18 months for 
maturity and it starts produc-
ing fruits and cashew nuts as 
well. 

“The people or commu-
nities that have these aging 
cashew plants can replace 
them with the improved and 
high-yield seedlings. 

“While those other com-
munities or individuals that 
want to come into the busi-
ness can also cultivate this im-
proved and high-yield cashew 
seedlings as well,” he said. 

Chawla also stressed the 
need for cashew farming to 
be done in an organic form 

devoid of  chemicals, additive 
and impurity inputs. 

This he said would make 
for cashew produce (both 
nut, apple and other extrac-
tive) to be fit for human con-
sumption/use and get inter-
national trade certification 
easily. “Cashew business is 
a big and serious business, 
which requires that the farm-
er or those that tend the trees 
to ensure best practice.

“They must be careful in 
activities going on in the 
cashew plantations or trees in 
order to ensure that the cash-
ew produce is not contami-
nated and made unfit for in-
ternational export,” he said.

 The country representa-
tive said that the company is 
in Nigeria to ensure continu-
ous training for farmers to get 
the right planting system and 
right international result and 
certification.

“Valency International is 
ready to organise continu-
ous training inside the field 
(farms) and outside the field. 
“This is to ensure that Nigeri-
an farmers get it right, get val-
ue for money and the coun-
try earns foreign exchange 
through nut, apple (flesh) and 
other important extract from 
cashew,” he said. 

The two-day training is 
being attended by cashew 
farmers and those that intend 
going into cashew farming in 
the state.

 The training was organ-
ized by Que-Machano Nige-
ria Ltd in collaboration with 
Valency International Agro 
Ltd and Udoamaka Diogbe 
Farmers Multi-purpose Co-
operative Society Ltd.

Deacon Emma 
tasks youths on 
morality 

T
he Deacon House of  
Prayer International 
Covenant Church Ow-

erri Branch, Deacon Emma-
nuel Onwumere has tasked 
youths of  the church and the 
country to live moral lives 
worthy of  emulation.

Speaking during the cele-
bration of  his 57th birthday 
anniversary, Deacon On-
wumere,  thanked God for 
adding a year in his life and 
prayed for good health. He 
stated that he is happy and 
cheerful celebrating his 57th 
birthday quietly, as he pre-
ferred a prayer session and 
cutting his cake in the church. 

He also opined that the oc-
casion of  this nature comes 
only once in a year and wants 
to use the auspicious moment 
of  his birthday to reaffirm 
his best wishes to his church 
members and celebrate yet 
another birthday.  He main-
tained that God in his infinite 
mercies, would continue to 
be faithful to him. 

He therefore advised the 
youth to focus on whatever 
they are doing and also urged 
them to embrace God whom 
he said is the only key to suc-
cess. He urged the youths to 
continue stay away from bad 
company adding that bad 
company corrupts good vir-
tues.

Covid-19:  Uzodimma enjoins 
Church, traditional rulers to
join  vaccination efforts
By Grace Ofurum

G
overnor of  Imo 
State, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma has 
appealed to Imo 

leaders, particularly the 
Church and traditional rul-
ers, to be part of  efforts by 
government and her develop-
ment partners to ensure that 
the citizens get vaccinated 
against Covid-19.

He has also challenged 
them to organise town hall 
meetings aimed at getting 
their subjects and parishion-
ers to buy into the ongoing 
campaign on vaccination 
against Covid-19.

Addressing Imo State 
Covid-19 Stakeholders En-
gagement Meeting at the 
Sam Mbakwe Chamber, 
Government House Owerri, 
Wednesday, the Governor 
explained that Covid-19 vac-
cination has been tested all 
over the world and that most 
prominent and important 
persons, leaders of  nations 
and states, have “successful-
ly taken the vaccine, proving 
that it is safe and to our ad-
vantage.”

Governor Uzodimma told 
the participants to help ap-
peal to the people to come 
out and be vaccinated so as to 
“save their lives, that of  their 
family, community, State and 
Nation at large.”

The Governor who said 
himself, the wife and mem-
bers of  the Executive Coun-
cil of  Imo State have all 
been vaccinated, appealed to 
Church leaders to provide a 
place for the health workers 
every Sunday to vaccinate 
their congregation.

In the same vein, he en-
joined the traditional rulers 
to make available their Civic 
Centre and other gathering 

places in their Communities 
for their people to be vaccinat-
ed by the health workers who 
are currently in the field for the 
assignment, emphasizing that 
“it is the responsibility of  all 
to collaborate, mobilize and 
sensitize our people to come 
forward to be vaccinated

The Governor said: “We 
need the help of  the religious 
and traditional rulers, the 
Caritas Foundation, the Civil 
Society Organizations, Civ-
il Servants and the Media to 
achieve a reasonable percent-
age of  the population vaccina-
tion against Covid-19.”

The Governor appealed 
to the media to bring to bear 
their role of  Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) by 
writing positive reports about 
the Covid-19 vaccine that will 
encourage the people to vol-
untarily submit to the vacci-
nation exercise.  

“We are begging you to 
choose to be alive, be protect-
ed by being vaccinated.”

The Governor thanked the 
partners,  especially the Unit-
ed States of  America,  who 
have been at the fore front of  
the fight against the Covid-19 
pandemic for coming to res-
cue Africa, Nigeria and Imo 
State in particular from the 
clutches of  the pandemic.

He added that the only 
way to encourage the devel-
opment partners and the do-
nor nations to do more is by 
appreciating their gesture by 
turning up to be vaccinated so 
that their efforts will not  be in 
vein.

He charged the Medical 
Team and others involved in 
the vaccination to discharge 
their responsibility to the peo-
ple by owning the programme 
and to see it as part of  their 
contribution to humanity.

Addressing the Stakehold-
ers, the United States Deputy 

missioner for Transport, 
Barr. Rex Anunobi; Com-
missioner for Local Gov-
ernment and Chieftaincy 
Affairs, Mrs. Ruby Emele; 
Commissioner for Petro-
leum Resources, Rt. Hon. 
Goodluck Opiah and the 
Chief  Press Secretary/Me-
dia Adviser to the Gover-
nor, Oguwike Nwachuku, 
Emelumba explained that 
the Council noted with 
delight the completion of  
work on 10 roads earlier 
awarded by the govern-

ment which are awaiting 
commissioning soon.

It was also an opportuni-
ty for the Commissioner to 
explain to the media how 
excited the Council was 
over report of  the nomi-
nation of  Governor Uzo-
dimma as the Governor of  
the Year 2021 by the Sun 
Newspapers in recognition 
of  his sterling performance 
in road and other infra-
structural development 
programmes in Imo.

Chief  of  Mission in Nigeria, 
Mrs. Kathleen FitzGibbon 
said they were in Imo State 
in continuation of  the work 
of  mobilization and sensiti-
zation of  the people towards 
Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme.  

She noted that the United 
States Government had given 
25 million doses of  Covid-19 
vaccine to Nigeria, insisting 
that ‘’the more people are 
vaccinated the more Cov-
id-19 gets behind us.”  

 “We need to be vaccinat-
ed, to be protected against the 
pandemic.” 

She thanked Governo r 
Uzodimma for his concert-
ed efforts in the fight against 
Covi-19 pandemic in the 
State and also  commended 
the State Ministry of  Health, 
the Primary Health Care 
Agency and development 
partners for the harmony that 
exists among them “which 
has resulted in the successes 
so far recorded.”

She appealed to them to 
keep up the efforts and good 
works towards mobilization 
and sensitization of  the peo-
ple in the areas of  the vaccine 
being safe when taken.

She also called on the tra-
ditional rulers, Christian and 
Muslim leaders in the State to 
do more work on their follow-
ers to accept the vaccine as a 
safe guard against Covid-19 
pandemic, adding,  “do more 
on those who are hesitant.”

In his welcome address , 
the State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Prosper Success 
thanked the participants, and 
especially the Governor, the 
U. S. officials and develop-
ment partners for providing 
an enabling environment and 
necessary resources to his 
team, that has made it possi-
ble for them to record a some 
successes.



PDP National Chairman, Iyorcha Ayu 
commissions first Abia Children Hospital

News

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
Presidential aspir-
ant from Accord 
Party, Amb. Dr. 

Solomon Uchenna Win-
ing has applauded the 
Federal government for 
its commitment to making 
the Second Niger Bridge 
functional before the end 
of  this year. 

The Presidential hope-
ful noted that the com-
mitment was in line with 
the earlier assurance by 
the Sovereign Investment 
Authority (NSIA) to com-
plete and hand over the 
bridge for public use before 
the end of  this year.

In a press statement is-
sued by the SUWIP, 2023 
Media Directorate, Nweke 
Nweke, Dr. Wining argued 
that if  the Federal govern-
ment had applied the same 
zeal and commitment ‘it 
was presently showing for 
the second Niger Bridge’ to 
address other key challeng-
es facing the Nation, most 
of  our National problems, 
and National questions 
should have been reason-

ably addressed’. SUWIP, 
2023 Media Directorate 
disclosed that Amb. Dr. 
Solomon Uchenna Win-
ing, who had earlier in-
spected the progress of  
work at the Second Niger 
Bridge, including the road, 
bridge and interchange, 
said that the projects were 
at about 82 percent com-
pletion level’ The Accord 
Presidential Aspirant ex-
pressed happiness that the 
projects were progressing, 
as planned, despite the 
global economic down-
town, urging the Federal 
government not to relent.

‘It will be recalled that 
the Second Niger Bridge 
was one of  the three pro-
jects being funded from 
the Presidential Infrastruc-
ture Development Fund, 
PIDF, he noted. The Pres-
idential hopeful Com-
mended the Construction 
Company handling the 
project, adding that out of  
the estimated total project 
cost of  about N206 bil-
lion, a huge amount has 
been spent on the project, 
which he said was central 
to south-eastern Nigeria 

PDP National Chairman, Iyorchia Ayu, Abia Governor, Okezie Ikpeazu and others cutting the tape to declare the Abia 
Children hospital open

and the nation as a whole. 
“My joy is that the quali-
ty of  work at the Second 
Niger Bridge is quite im-
pressive and that the major 
work had been completed 
while the remaining ones, 
although quite expensive, 
would be completed before 
October this year

Dr. Wining assured that 
if  elected, he will not aban-
don any inherited unfin-

ished projects, adding that 
he was also aware that two 
other road projects were 
being sponsored by special 
road intervention as set up 
by President Mohammadu 
Buhari and managed by 
the NSIA. “It is already 
in the public domain that 
NSIA brought its sup-
port alongside the capital 
provided by the Feder-
al Government and the 

Provost, Fed Co-operative
College Enugu, warns against 
cultism, anti-social vices 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu 

T
he Provost, Federal 
Co-operative College, 
Oji-River, Enugu State, 

Dr Obodoagu  Owan, has 
warned students of  the  In-
stitution against  cultism and 
other anti-social vices, saying 
any student caught in the act 
would be expelled from the 
school as well as face the full 
wrath of  the law.  Dr Owan 
gave the warning while speak-
ing at the 24th Matriculation 
ceremony of  the Co-opera-
tive College held yesterday 
at Oji-River campus. The 
Provost advised the newly ad-
mitted students, “As potential 
leaders-Leaders of  the Nige-
ria of  our dream-you should 
shun hooliganism, examina-
tion mal-practices and disobe-
dience to constituted authori-
ty” He recalled, “During your 
orientation exercise you were 
thoroughly briefed on the 
modus operandi of  these ne-
farious groups and their clan-
destine operations. In your 
own interest, do everything 
you can do to avoid playing 
into their hands.” “Any stu-
dent caught engaging in cult 
related activities or other such 
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one from the repatriated 
Abacha loot, with which 
the Abuja-Kaduna-Kano 
Road project and the La-
gos-Ibadan express road 
projects are being funded.” 
So, people should stop 
crediting PDIF hence.  It is 
the NSIA in collaboration 
with the federal govern-
ment. NSIA is the one co-
ordinating the fund from 
investors and it is purely 

the NSIA and the Federal 
government that mishan-
dled the project today.” 
“I am aware that NSIA is 
an investment institution 
owned by all three tiers 
of  government including 
the states and local gov-
ernments, the federal gov-
ernment, and the Federal 
Capital Territory which 
make up the shareholders 
of  the NSIA”; he stated.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he first ever Abia State 
Children Specialist 
Hospital named after 

AnneMarie Jackson built 
and equipped by the admin-
istration of  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu in partnership with 
Abians in the Diaspora has 
been commissioned for use.

Speaking at the event 
which took place at the Hos-
pital premises, opposite the 
Central Police Station, Bende 
road Umuahia, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu said his deci-
sion to establish the Specialist 
Hospital stemmed from the 
need to tackle infant and ma-
ternal mortality and improve 
on health care delivery in the 
state.  The Governor revealed 
that his administration was 
keen on building a center that 
would cater for the healthcare 
needs of  children adding that 
the Children’s Specialist Hos-
pital boasts of  all equipment 
needed to speak to the needs 
of  children aged 0-to 18 years.

The Governor while point-
ing out that it was the right of  
every child to live, said it was 
the responsibility of  the gov-
ernment to give every Abia 
child an opportunity and a 
fair chance to live. He further 
explained that the hospital 
was fully funded by the state 

government while critical 
and technical collaborations 
and expertise of  Abians in the 
diaspora were sought in or-
der to achieve the project. Ik-
peazu explained that the hos-
pital was named AnnaMarie 
Jackson Medical Center to 
keep to his earlier promise to 
Dr. Jackson whom he said, 
facilitated the importation of  
medical equipment that has 
supported the project.

Speaking while com-
missioning the project, the 
National Chairman of  the 
PDP, Senator Iyorchia Ayu 
described the health facility 
as of  international standard 
based on the state of  the art 
facilities in the hospital, add-
ing that Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu has through the project 
written his name in gold.

He said that those elected 
on the platform of  the PDP 
have the mandate to identi-
fy with projects capable of  
improving the living stand-
ard of  the masses which he 
noted Governor Ikpeazu has 
demonstrated, adding that 
Abia will continue to be a 
PDP state.  In his remarks, the 
Commissioner for Health, 
Dr. Joe Osuji, applauded the 
Governor for providing ade-
quate health care system that 
is affordable and accessible 
to Abians, pointing out that 
the present administration 

has provided quality health 
care system as evidenced by 
the number of  basic health 
care centers, the Health Trust 
Fund, Abia State Health In-
surance Scheme and Abia 
TeleHealth Initiative among 
others.

The Health Commissioner 
said the facility will serve as a 
training institution for medi-
cal and nursing interns spe-
cializing in paediatrics and 
child health.

Also speaking the, Exec-
utive Secretary of  the  Abia 
State Diaspora Commission, 
Dr Ngozi Ogbonna-Erondu  

anti-social behaviour will not 
only be rusticated but also be 
made to face the full wrath 
of  the law. You are therefore 
warned. I appeal to parents 
and guardians as stakehold-
ers in this very onerous duty 
of  moulding the character 
of  these young ones, to play 
their own role, especially by 
monitoring and showing in-
terest in the type of  company 
their wards keep during vaca-
tions”, he further warned.  On 
the academic programmes 
of  the Institution, Dr Owan 
explained that the College 
runs National Diploma and 
Higher National Diploma in 
various disciplines in Coop-
erative Economics and Man-
agement, Computer Science, 
Banking and Science, among 
others.  “Currently, the Col-
lege is running a collabora-
tive Post Graduate Diploma 
Programmes with the Feder-
al University of  Agriculture, 
Markudi in Accountancy, 
Agribusiness, Agricultural 
Economics and Agricultural 
Extension, Agricultural Mar-
keting and Cooperatives. 
Others are Business Admin-
istration, Computer Science, 
Marketing and Public Ad-
ministration and Local Gov-
ernment “, he added. 

said the facility was special-
ly built to cater for the needs 
of  children. Dr. Erondu ex-
plained that the facility pro-
vides kid-centered care to 
children from newborn to 18 
years, and will be staffed by 
well trained professionals in 
the area of  child care.

News Echo was told that 
some of  the services to be 
rendered by the hospital in-
clude caring for children aged 
0 to 18, neonatology, surgery, 
pharmacy, laboratory-ray, ul-
trasound, health promotion 
and disease prevention.

Presidential aspirant hails FG on 
completion of 2nd Niger Bridge

Abia ‘ll win 35th edition of  NAFEST
- Tourism Board
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Council 
for Arts and Culture 
has promised to win 

the of  the National Festival 
of  Arts and Culture (NAF-
EST) in Lagos State, the 
Abia State Tourism Board 
General Manager, Hon. At-
uloma Onyekachi Jackie has 
disclosed. Speaking when she 
received in audience the man-
agement team of  Abia State 
Council for Arts and Culture 
led by its Acting State Direc-
tor, Pst Chibuike  Ukattah in 

her office in Umuahia, Atu-
loma disclosed the prepared 
of  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
to support the State Tourism 
Board and State Council for 
Art and Culture.

She described culture as 
the identity of  the people and 
stressed that Abia State and 
Igbo culture would enjoy un-
common and global promo-
tion during the festival. She 
made it clear that the Gover-
nor’s mandate is to develop 
some tourist sites in the state 
and project Abia State Cultur-
al Troup to the national and 
international levels.
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Editorial

2023 might just be the last opportunity 
for Nigerians to get it right

F
or 23 years of democracy in 
Nigeria, Nigerians have not 
enjoyed continuous and sustainable 

dividends of democracy. Our electricity 
is not stable, many folds of insecurity 
– terrorist’s attacks, kidnapping for 
ransoms, herdsmen killings, high 
level of corruption, police brutality of 
citizens- continue to be cankerworm 
to the development of the country. 
Dilapidated educational infrastructures 
and falling standard of education, high 
unemployment rate, lack of qualitative 
health care and facilities, no social 
assistance for vulnerable citizens and high 
standard of living among others are the 
‘devils’ inflicting pains on the citizens.

Successive governments have failed 
to provide basic needs of life for the 
majority of Nigerians such as health 
care, affordable housing, food, standard 
education at the primary and secondary 
school levels. Majority of Nigerians 
are living in abject poverty, university, 
polytechnic, and college of education 
graduates are unemployed resulting in 
graduates being engaged in fraudulent 
activities such as internet scam (yahoo 
yahoo), armed robbery and ritual killings.

The teeming youths, most especially 
graduates after searching for job 
opportunities endlessly resort to 
different nefarious activities due to 
frustration. Year in and year out, our 
higher institutions continue to turn out 
graduates to an overstretched labour 
market. Most graduates in Nigeria, after 
completion of their studies, still rely on 
their parents for feeding. 

 The police are not well motivated 
and political office holders received a 
good welfare package in Nigeria. In 
our county, ethnic politics dominates 
all tiers of government; the federal, 
state, and local government. Another 
monster is the issue of godfatherism. 
In some states in Nigeria, it is only one 
individual or some few individuals that 
determine who becomes councilors, 
chairmen of local governments, state 
governors, members of state house of 
assemblies, state commissioners and 
federal lawmakers.

Agitations about which section of 
Nigeria should produce the next president 
of the country is what has been a dominant 
discourse from the beginning of the year 
2022. The south-west, south-east and 
south- south want the presidency back to 
the region, claiming that the incumbent 
president Muhammadu Buhari who is 
from the northern part of the country by 
2023 would have completed eight years 
of two term tenure.

While some members of the opposition 
People Democratic Party (PDP) are 
agitating that the presidency contest 
should be left open for every interested 
member of the party to contest at the 
primary election of the party referencing 

that President Goodluck Jonathan from 
the south-south geo-political zone 
was in power until 2015 when the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) won the 
presidential election.

What Nigeria and Nigerians need at 
this critical period and in the coming 
2023 when the general election will take 
place is good governance no matter which 
section, geo-political zone, religion, 
colour or race the individual comes. 
Nigerian Youths need a president that 
will create different job opportunities 
for them to survive. Nigerian children 
need good and qualitative primary 
and secondary education, good and 
qualitative health care system, well 
funded university education, good 
and motorable road infrastructures, 
affordable housing, stable power supply, 
cheap but quality food as well as security 
of lives and properties. Nigerians need 
a president that will put an end to the 
activities of terrorist groups such as 
the likes of Islamic States West Africa 
Provence (ISWAP), the boko haram, 
bandits, herdsmen, kidnapper, and 
other criminals terrorising the citizens. 
Also, the country needs a president 
that will fight corruption to a standstill 
without partiality, a president that will 
put the right peg in the right hole when 
appointing the ministers and heads of 
government parastatals. A president that 
will create equal opportunities for all 
the citizens irrespective of whether they 
are from affluent homes or poor family 
backgrounds; someone that will respect 
the rule of law, encourage criticism and 
peaceful protests.

What Nigerians need their president 
to possess is the fear of God, knowledge, 
intelligence, physical and mental fitness 
and the ability to unify the country and 
turn Nigeria to an industrial nation not 
a president based on ethnicity, religion, 
gender, or political affiliation. The 
candidates aspiring for presidency, 
governorship, senate, the federal and 
states’ House of Assemblies must be 
scrutinised and investigated well before 
voting for them. Candidates that will 
facilitate changes in policies, programmes 
and bring development for the betterment 
of all Nigerians irrespective of which 
parts of the country he or she comes from.

Enough of voting for selfish politicians, 
money bags or candidates imposed by the 
godfathers or political jobbers; some of 
these politicians when elected only carry 
out the bidding of their beneficiaries, 
they are selfish and lack of integrity. This 
must stop. The general elections in 2023 
is another opportunity for Nigerians 
to change our destiny by voting wisely 
for the unity, progress, and stability in 
Nigeria and by doing so it will eliminate 
the pains the citizens are passing through 
now. Get your Permanent Voters Cards 
(PVCs) and vote wisely
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NIMC, Network Operators 
frustrate over 75m Users

F
ollowing the decision 
of  telecommunications 
operators in Nigeria to 

heed to Federal Government’s 
directive to bar every unlinked 
Subscribers Identification 
Module (SIM) card with 
a National Identification 
Number (NIN) on their 
various networks, activists 
have described the decision as 
national madness.

Although the idea from 
the Federal Government 
is that the decision is in a 
bid to control insecurity, 
extortions and abductions 
going on in the country, many 
persons who spoke to our 
correspondent described the 
decision that has seen over 75 
million subscribers barred as 
unintelligent. 

News Echo reports that 
the Federal Government 
through the Ministry of  
Communications and Digital 
Economy, Isa  Pantami had 
directed the operators to bar 
outgoing calls on all unlinked 
SIM cards in the country.

Some operators some 
days ago confirmed receiving 
letters from the Nigerian 
Communications Commission 
(NCC) and have since 
commenced barring outgoing 
calls from all unlinked SIMs 
on their networks.

Prof  Charles Chinekezi, 
Chairman of  Aba Unit of  
Civil Liberties Organized 
(CLO) said that it is absolute 
National madness to hack off  
millions of  telephone lines, 
commercial business lines 
belonging to individuals and 
organizations, businesses and 
all. 

“This is an exercise we’ve 
worked upon for nearly nine 
years in Nigeria. It is really 
sad and ridiculous to say 
that Nigerians cannot be 
identified with the National 
Identification Card which 
is very easy to do, voter 
registration exercise which 
we do every four years, Bank 
Verification Number (BVN), 
Tax Identification Number 
and too many brands of  
identification that we have 
in this country and even 
international ones. 

“This is happening 

because we’ve turned the 
identification of  Nigerians 
into a commercial enterprise. 
So, you can now hack off  
millions of  telephone lines 
that help People’s businesses 
nationally and internationally 
because you want to prove that 
there is an exercise ongoing. 

“This is stupidity. This is an 
absolute disgrace and Pantami 
is completely incapable to 
handle issues relating to 
national identification. Don’t 
forget we’ve all read and heard 
that he had terrorist records. 
The case is out there for public 
consumption. 

“Nigerians have refused to 
discuss that and he is still at the 
office handling serious issues. 
The telephone companies 
should with immediate effect 
open up everybody’s line if  
Pantami doesn’t know how to 
do his job let him go and learn 
it.” 

Mr. Emeka Chigbu who 
said that his line was barred 
described himself  as a victim 
of  the Federal Government’s 
misadventure.

“They are not ready 
for National Identification 
Number registration. It has 
been on since the days of  
Goodluck Jonathan and yet it 
has not been concluded why? 

“I have asked, how many 

numbers do you need as a 
citizen of  Nigeria before you 
will be identified as a citizen? 
We did National Identification 
Card under Olusegun 
Obasanjo and more. 

“Today it is NIN. It has 
been seven months since I 
registered and notification of  
the registration slip was given 
to me. I have gone to their 
office situated at the Aba Post 
Office severally and my shoes 
have worn out. 

“They have been frustrating 
my efforts towards obtaining 
it. They kept saying it is not 
ready. Now, today, Thursday 
7-04-2022 I went there and they 
said they can’t print because 
they don’t have electricity.

“This is the same electricity 
that an ordinary man on the 
road provides for himself  
using generator sets. The 
Federal Government of  
Nigeria doesn’t have what it 
takes to buy a generator at Aba 
Post Office. Do you know how 
much we’ve lost since they 
blocked people’s lines?

“Why should we place 
ourselves on sanctions like this 
by cutting ourselves off  because 
the Federal Government 
is forcing the operators to 
implement a project that will 
shortchange everyone. The 
Federal Government should 

have a rethink. This economy 
is already depressed. Very 
soon people will be frustrated 
seriously. 

Another activist, Emeku 
Uche Udensi said that the most 
annoying aspect of  the matter 
is that the NIN registration is 
not free as people are forced 
to pay N2000 and at the end 
of  the day, they cannot get the 
number.

“I made a report to the DSS 
operative in this city and he 
said they will investigate the 
matter. When the extortions 
continued, I went to the DSS 
office again to find out what 
have happened, the man said 
they have warned them to stop 
and I was shocked. 

“I asked him did you make 
any arrest? Unfortunately, 
they did not. I was prepared 
to lead them there to point 
at the people collecting the 
money but the DSS refused 
to do their work and these 
people were using the name of  
the Government to extort our 
people here. 

“They did absolutely 
nothing and as of  today, they 
are making people pay up to 
N7000 just to register. Does 
the Federal Government want 
every person in this country to 
drop dead before they know 
that we are all almost ‘Living 

Corpse’?”
They called on the Federal 

Government to think ahead 
of  the terrorists and bandits 
who as widely reported 
may have improved on their 
communication system 
beyond the use of  just phones 
controlled by SIMs.

It would be recalled that 
Imo, Ebonyi, Abia, Anambra 
and Enugu states also have 
cases of  extortion as the crowd 
returned. 

Minister of  
Communications and Digital 
Economy, Dr. Isa Pantami, had 
on February 1, announced an 
eight-week extension to April 6 
for the NIN-SIM registration, 
which was targeted at ensuring 
that more Nigerians get ample 
time to register for their NINs 
and link it up with their SIM 
cards.

According to the 
Association of  Licensed 
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Operators of  Nigeria 
(ALTON) about 60 million 
NINs have been submitted to 
NIMC for verification. As of  
January, Airtel declared it had 
collected 21 million NINs out 
of  its 44.4 million subscriber 
base, leaving 23.4 million 
subscribers with unlinked 
sim cards and at the risk of  
disconnection.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

…As activists describe action as national madness

Telecom subscribers queuing up for NIN registration
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A life of testimony
O

nce again, it is 
worthy to thank 
God again and 

again for His mercies 
and compassion. We 
are all living to honour 
and to appreciate God 
always for the great 
things He is doing for 
us, the ones our eyes 
can see and the ones 
we cannot see with our 
physical eyes.               

Therefore my 
brethren, let us arise and 
give honour to whom 
honour is due. 

A life of  testimony, oh 
yes, are we living a life 
worthy of  emulations. 
Every living being 
ought to live a life of 
a testimony. How do I 
mean. For one to live 
such a life, it means 
you are working in 
conjunctions with God’s 
will.  God Almighty is 
capable of  taking care of 
us. In all circumstances 
and situations, God is 
able to do all things. 

We should allow 
praise and worship to 
always be in our mouths.   
A life of  testimony does 
not mean that trials 
and temptations will 
not come our way. No, 
afflictions really come 
to the righteous and to 
the wicked. Adversity 
and affliction are not 
because of  our sins. It 
is a natural phenomena. 
But the difference is 
that, when it comes to 
the righteous, it means 
God wants to take that 
person to a higher level. 
One cannot just step up 
without passing through 
storms. And when it 
comes to the wicked, 
it means the person is 
far from God and God 
wants to draw such a 
person back to Himself. 
Our Lord does not wish 
His beloved children to 

eternal condemnation. 
His love for us is an 
agape love. He has a 
good plans for us.

Our strength in God 
determines our faith in 
things of  God. Naturally 
nothing is beyond 
God. He has always 
wanted to discharge 
His power upon us. For 
God to prepare us to a 
higher level, it means, 
testimony is always 
in our mouth. Check 
around your life, the so 
many things God has 
done for us, they are 
awesome and amazing. 
All we need is to keep 
on believing in God.

We should avoid 
the company of  the 
wicked. You know 
that God does not give 
anyone power to direct 
His programmes. He 
directs His programmes 
Himself. If  not, it would 
have been something 
else. 

We should not allow 
regrets to bring us down.

No matter what one 
passes through in life, 
God is too faithful to 
those that truly trust in 

Him. 
We should always 

guard our thoughts 
against evil. We should 
not allow any discussion 
that is not of  God.  We 
should try our best to 
forget what we have not 
achieved and thank God 
for His blessings which 
are too numerous to 
count. 

PROVERBS 24 verse 
10 says, if  you are weak 
in a crisis, you are weak 
indeed. And he that 
failed in the time of 
adversity, his strength is 

small.
And hope differs, 

maketh the heart 
weak. How strong 
are you before those 
challenges of  life. Are 
you challenging those 
challenges? Good!!  
Be strong and brave 
because God already 
has given us the power to 
be bold.  And you know 
very much that without 
God you cannot handle 
them, so l urge you to 
call upon the Lord, He 
is capable of  taking us 
away from those ugly 
situations and at last we 
shall confess with our 
mouths how marvelous 
our God is.

God has always 
advised us to be in good 
terms with one another. 
And that we should not 
be our own doom. In all 
we do in life, we should 
try our best not to enter 
into our enemies trap. 
God has promised to 
build a protective wall 
around us. And a none 
disciplined man is like a 
house without a fence. 
Our thoughts are like 
windows and doors to 
our lives, so we should 
be careful about what 
we imagine in our 
hearts.  This is because, 
our enemy the devil 

watches us from afar to 
know when we’re living 
a reckless life, and he 
will attack us. Therefore 
guard the door and the 
window of  your life 
carefully.   

God created us to 
possess us completely. 

Correcting others 
should be done with 
love and care. This 
is because no one is 
righteous before the 
presence of  God. When 
one makes a mistake, 
we should know how 
to correct him/her, so 
that you yourself  will 
not sin in the process 
of  correcting another 
person.  

Always follow your 
conscious because it is 
the voice of  the soul. 
Every active child of 
God should know 
actually when a voice 
of  God is speaking and 
otherwise. Therefore 
always follow your 
conscious diligently 
with fear of  God. 

Being courageous is a 
virtue and prayer should 
be our daily exercise. 
This is because a 
prayerless Christian is a 
powerless child of  God. 
And you can see with 
me that for God to help 
us to witness another 
great and wonderful 
month of  the year, He 
has a special package 
for us. 

In this month of 
April, we shall excel, 
we shall succeed in 
all we do, We shall 
encounter financial, 
material and spiritual 
blessings. And we shall 
obtain the favour of 
God in all we do this 
season, Amen. The 
goodness and mercy of 
God shall locate us in 
our endeavours, Amen.

Shalom!!!

Our strength in God 
determines our faith in things 
of God. Naturally nothing is 
beyond God. He has always 

wanted to discharge His power 
upon us. For God to prepare 
us to a higher level, it means, 

testimony is always in our 
mouth. Check around your life, 

the so many things God has 
done for us, they are awesome 
and amazing. All we need is to 

keep on believing in God.

Being courageous is a virtue 
and prayer should be our 

daily exercise. This is because 
a prayerless Christian is a 

powerless child of God. And 
you can see with me that 

for God to help us to witness 
another great and wonderful 
month of the year, He has a 

special package for us.
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Advertorial

Signed: (For the family)Mr Chukwuka Iwuagwu 

Wednesday, 13th April, 2022
7am: Lying in State at his residence in Umuobom, Umunkwo, Isiala Mbano

Funeral Service at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church,10am: 
Umuobom, Umunkwo, Isiala Mbano L.G.A

Interment at his residence1pm: 
(Reception follows immediately after at Girls’ Secondary School, Umunkwo, Isiala 

Mbano)

Sunday, 17th April, 2022 // 10am
Outing Service at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Umuobom, Umunkwo, 

Isiala Mbano L.G.A, Imo State.
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P
arishioners of  Saint 
Bernard’s Catholic 
Parish Ugueze Effium, 

Ohaukwu local government 
area, Ebonyi state have appealed 
to Governor Dave Umahi to 
release their parish priest Rev. 
Fr.  Timothy Ngwuta who has 
been in prison custody on the 
allegation of  promoting the 
protracted Ezza/Effium crisis 
in the local government which 
has led to loss of  many lives 
with properties worth billions of  
naira destroyed. 

In a statement signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary of  the 
Laity Council in the parish, 
Ezinna Christian Ezakaoru 
and Elder David Nweke-Eze 
respectively after their meeting 
in the parish, the parishioners 
appealed to the Governor 
to consider the sanctity of  
Priesthood and release their 
priest unconditionally to the 
church which according to 
them, morality investigations 
and discipline supersedes that of  
security agencies.

The Council appreciated the 
Governor for his relentless efforts 
in ensuring that peace return in 
the war ridden community. 

They also extended their 
gratitude to the Deputy 
Governor, Dr. Kelechi Igwe 
and security agencies deployed 
to the area for their efforts 
and sacrifices ever since the 
war broke out among the two 
brothers. 

The Council also expressed 
their gratitude to the governor 
for his approval for the release of  
Hon. Chinedu Awoh, a member 
of  the state House of  Assembly 
and Hon. Clement Odaa the 
Chairman of  Ohaukwu local 
government both of  Effium 
community and appealed to him 
to extend such a heart of  gold to 
the young priest. 

They however expressed 
their dissatisfaction over alleged 
brutality and torture mated on 
the Priest by some heartless 
security agencies without 
thorough investigation and fair 

hearing, an act which inflicted 
severe injury on him. 

The parishioners 
commended Umahi for the 
approving immediate payment 
of  salaries of  civil servants from 
Effium, which they described as 
worthwhile and that it would 
go a long way in relieving the 
sufferings of  the affected families 
from the area. 

Ezza/Effium Crisis: Group 
calls for release of Catholic 
Priest from PrisonA 

non-governmental organisation 
under the auspices of  
Association of  Southwest Igbo 

Town Unions (ASWITU) has made 
the registration of  permanent voter 
card mandatory for its members ahead 
of  2023 general elections.

The group in a communiqué jointly 
signed by Prince Erondu Uche, the 
President General and Nze Emeka 
Enwereonye, the Secretary General 
after its stakeholders meeting held on 
April 3, 2022 in Oshogbo, Osun state 
said that any member without PVC 
who failed to register in the ongoing 
voter card registration will be expelled 
from the group by June 1, 2022.

According to the communiqué: 
“Association of  Southwest Igbo Town 
Unions (ASWITU), the umbrella 
body of  all Igbo town unions, village 
meetings, associations, political 
groups, women and youth groups in 
Southwest Nigeria, wished to inform 
her members and Igbos in general 
of  the following decisions taken at 
ASWITU’s stakeholders meeting held 
today April 3, 2022 in Oshogbo, Osun 
state.

These decisions were taken in the 
best interest of  all Igbos both at home 
and abroad and should be encouraged 
by all.  That Igbos living in Southwest 
Nigeria and others in the Diaspora 
should continue to be law abiding 
citizens wherever they live, work or do 
their legitimate businesses.

That ASWITU will before 2023 
general elections take a stand on the 
presidential candidate to support, in 
line with Igbo interest, irrespective of  
political party affiliation.

That it is now compulsory for all 
ASWITU members who are 18 years 
and above (male & female) and those 
whose parent (s) are members of  
ASWITU to have permanent voter 
cards (PVC).

That any member of  ASWITU 
who does not have permanent voter 
card or fails to show evidence of  being 
registered in the ongoing permanent 
voter card registration before or by 
June 1, 2022 will be expelled and all 
benefits due to him or her forfeited.

That from June 1, 2022, 
implementation of  sanctions at all 
levels will commence.

That all Igbo town unions, village 
meetings, associations, market 
unions, political groups, women 
groups, youth groups, social clubs 
in Southwest Nigeria, should ensure 
strict compliance of  this directive.

That all Igbo groups in the 
Diaspora are advised to join ASWITU 
in this project which is geared towards 
promoting Igbo interest and a better 
society.

That this communiqué should be 
made available to all Igbos within and 
outside Nigeria.

That Igbo Political leaders, 
Traditional leaders, Religious leaders, 
Patriots, Friends of  Ndi-Igbo and the 
Press are advised to widely distribute 
this communiqué.

The parishioners thanked the 
Catholic Bishop of  Abakaliki 
Diocese, Rev. Dr. Peter Chukwu 
for his mature disposition in 
handling the matter which led 
to the cancellation of  the protest 
earlier scheduled by the Catholic 
faithful in the State over the 
continued detention of  Ngwuta. 

They assured of  their 
readiness to embrace peace 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

and pleaded with the Governor 
to consider the unconditional 
release of  the priest as part of  
the peace processes, noting that 
his continuous detention in 
prison will not be telling good 
of  the present administration in 
the state who had been adjudged 
to have performed credibly 
especially in Catholic dominated 
state of  Ebonyi.

ASWITU urges 
members to get 
PVC or risk expel

Fr. Ngwuta
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M
gbidi, the headquarters 
of  Oru West Local 
Government Area of  

Imo State is a town that almost 
every visitor who visits Imo State 
from the Niger Bridge must be 
familiar with because she is the 
gateway into the state from that 
route. 

However, not all visitors are 
aware that Mgbidi, one of  Imo’s 
lively suburbs is arguably one 
of  the most traditionally rooted 
towns at this age. The history and 
origin of  Mgbidi are not only told 
orally as usual in traditional Igbo 
society but also documented. 

As written by Patricia Diaku 
in her book, “Socio-Cultural 
History of  Mgbidi, Oru West 
Local Government Area, 
Imo State, Nigeria, From Pre-
colonial, Pre-Christian Period to 
the Present”, Mgbidi is one of  the 
twenty towns that make up Oru 
clan of  Imo State.

According to Diaku, Mgbidi 
and other nineteen towns claim 
ancestry through one woman 
called Oma. Their common 
father was known as Nnam 
Okara. Oma and Okara who are 
the progenitors of  Mgbidi came 
from “somewhere on the bank of  
the River Niger.

The history according to 
Diaku noted that the founders 
of  Mgbidi claim that their last 
remembered abode was Okija, 
(now in Ihiala Local Government 
of  Anambra State) From Okija 
they came to Ibi (Ibiasoegbe) 
from where they came to Mgbidi. 

Diaku said that after Mgbidi 
migrated from Okija to Ibi after 
a long sojourn, they instituted a 
kinship annual festival called Ara 
Nne Oma. Oma (their ancestral 
mother) was said to have set up 
or instituted a clay water pot on 
the birth of  each of  her eight sons 
at the original Ara Nne Oma 
shrine at Ibi (The present site of  
the Oru Native court, established 
in 1929). 

Today, that festival is 
popularly known as Aranumu, 
a corrupted version of  Ara Nne 
Oma. Oru tradition identifies 
the true sons of  Oma as Ele, 
Aji, Egwe, Egbu-Oma, Mgbidi, 
Otulu, Umuobioma Ozara and 
Umuoma Uli.

Today, the entire eleven 
villages that makeup Mgbidi: 
Imeoha, Ihite, Uzinaumu, 
Umuoji, Okwudo/Umuekwe, 
Ugbele, Umuehi, Umuabiahu, 
Eziali, Umuokpara and 
Umuaguma are known for many 
traditional festivals with Ikwezi-

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Mgbidi Festival as the most 
ancient and untouchable among 
many.

The origin of  the Ikwezi-
Mgbidi Festival as of  today is not 
known by some elders in the town 
apart from a few and even some 
young men who are deeply rooted 
in the traditional history of  the 

Ikwezi Mgbidi Festival: 
Where virgin girls are 
celebrated for their purity

Special report

Continues on pg. 10

ancient town. 
One common thing about 

Ikwezi-Mgbidi Festival is that it 
is performed by teenage girls who 
had reached the puberty stage, 
who have seen their menstrual 
periods, who are not yet engaged 
and the ceremony is where they 
are celebrated by their families for 

being proud virgins.
Comrade Madu Ogochukwu 

Gabriel, Youth leader of  mgbidi 
autonomous said that the Ikwezi-
Mgbidi tradition or culture which 
started centuries ago when a 
virgin maiden, is celebrated by 
family members, friends and well-
wishers has remained. 

According to Gabriel, it is a 
time when Mgbidi growing girls 
have to tell the world “now I am a 
woman, an adult, and has reached 
puberty stage as a virgin.”

He said that Ikwe Ezi Mgbidi 
is always celebrated in all Mgbidi 
eleven villages except for the Aro 
people that are attached in some 
of  the villages in the Mgbidi clan. 
And he said it is celebrated from 
January to June every year.

According to Gabriel, “it is a 
period of  merriment, celebrations, 
dancing, singing and indoor stay 
of  our maidens/virgins, and they 
are decorated with uhie local 
makeup, and wore her beads. 

“The virgin is always with her 
small Udu (clay pot) for playing 
music, telling stories etc. 

This occasion features a virgin, 
her maidens living together for 
two weeks, the maids who are 
relatives serve the virgin and 
provide what she needs.

“A local house with palm 
leaves and sticks is built (ulo 
akirika) after the first gunshot on 
Eke farming day night to inform 
people of  the occasion, the next 
day being Orie farming day is 
the first Udu ego, which is done 
at night where family members, 
friends and well-wishers gather 
to eat, drink, sing, dance and 
go home with gifts like dry fish, 
coconut, matches etc.”

He said that the next Eke 
day which is a non-farming day 
records another dinner, organized 
by the virgin and the people called 
Ibu Oyo, which is always another 
night to celebrate with the virgin 
with merriment, sharing of  the 
above-mentioned gifts items, 
dancing, singing, drinking and 
dining.

“Next Orie farming day the 
virgin house is pulled down 
after another round of  gunshot. 
However, some things are now 
optional like, on Afor day as of  
old early, in the morning the virgin 
and her maidens will visit the river 
and dip their feet there and give a 
yam to the river goddess Obana 
Eze Nwanyi.

“The next Eke day the virgins 
are prepared with a yam to give 
to Eke Obana from where they 
proceed to the market half  breast 
naked for the people to see if  they 
are pregnant or not to satisfy, if  she 
is pregnant she will be disgraced, 
her feets swept and banished from 

Mgbidi as a cursed one and will 
never return in her life and any 
men born of  hers will never eat 
anything from her or he dies.

“Note modernization has 
taken away this segment” in 
concern to going to the river, 
markets etc.”

Gabriel said that Ikwe Ezi 
Mgbidi has come to stay as a 
culture and preservation of  their 
daughters. Adding that although 
lots of  modernization has taken 
place to fit into the modern 
lifestyle, the culture continues.

Despite Gabriel’s simple 
narration about the Ikwezi-
Mgbidi Festival, News Echo 
went deeper to find out the origin 
of  this ancient festival that is 
very old, preserved, revered and 
uncompromised in one of  Imo’s 
most developing suburbs.

An oral history of  Mgbidi has 
it that before the advent of  the 
Ikwezi-Mgbidi Festival, there was 
a festival called Ahia-Ichi usually 
done during January in a period 
when farming is not too serious. 
Diaku also corroborated this oral 
history in her book when she said 
that Ahia-Ichi was celebrated 
during a period called “Oge anon 
nnaa”- in January of  every year. 

According to Diaku, “It was 
a time of  rest for those girls who 
usually helped their mothers 
during the farming season. It was 
observed for eight days. Every 
such girl had a special girlfriend 
with whom she observed the eight-
day rest festival. Such a friend was 
dearly referred to as Nna Ahia 
Ichi meaning “Ahia Ichi friend”. 
Note in the Mgbidi dialect, the 
Igbo word “oyi or enyi” which 
means friend is called “nna”. 

Diaku said that during those 
eight days the friend whose turn 
it was to host the other would 
host her. “During the next year, 
this host would be a guest at the 
friend’s house. During those eight 
days, both girls ate, drank and 
played together and did practically 
no job. They primarily engaged 
themselves in the traditional 
beautification in preparation for 
marriage. They prepared Uhie-
camwood paste with which to 
decorate their skin daily,” she 
said.

History has it that on the ninth 
day was the day of  outing- Izu 
Ahia Ichi when the girls trooped to 
Eke Obana market square where 
they danced to their satisfaction 
rejoicing because that day they 
went to show themselves, as it 
were or advertise their coming 
of  age, ready and expecting to be 
spotted by would-be suitors. 

One common thing about Ikwezi-Mgbidi 
Festival is that it is performed by teenage 

girls who had reached the puberty 
stage, who have seen their menstrual 

periods, who are not yet engaged and the 
ceremony is where they are celebrated 
by their families for being proud virgins. 

Comrade Madu Ogochukwu Gabriel, 
Youth leader of mgbidi autonomous said 
that the Ikwezi-Mgbidi tradition or culture 
which started centuries ago when a virgin 
maiden, is celebrated by family members, 

friends and well-wishers has remained.

Young Mgbidi maidens during the Ikwezi festival

“
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Special report

...Where virgin girls are celebrated for their purity
During this Izu Ahia Ichi, 

people trooped to the dancing 
arena to give those girl celebrants 
money gifts. It was usual for 
suitors who made their intentions 
for marriage known to be 
identified by the girls’ parents as 
their daughters’ husbands to be 
because at this outing or Izu Ahia 
Ichi such men featured in the 
period of  giving monetary gifts. 

This festival was more of  a 
celebration of  the virginity of  
the girls and their avoidance of  
Ime-Okwa (Marriage without 
husband) as Mgbidi traditionally 
attached evil to bastard

The taboo attached to getting 
pregnant without an identified 
husband seems to have sprung 
from the evil effect of  bastards in 
the community observed over the 
years. 

It was believed that children 
who had no identified fathers 
were known to have misbehaved 
because they lacked early paternal 
surveillance. It was therefore 
to avoid family disgrace which 
such children would bring that 
occasioned the taboo.

Stating the origin of  the 
Ikwezi-Mgbidi Festival, Diaku 
narrated in Ahia-Ichi days, girls 
preferred to choose husbands 
youths of  their age-grade bracket, 
but at some point, a wealthy, Ozo 
titled married man approached a 
very beautiful girl and daughter of  
a poor man for marriage. The Ozo 
titled man was not only old for the 
girl but was already married, so 
the girl refused to accept his hand 
in marriage. 

“The wealthy influential man 
because of  his wealth and social 
status felt slighted and nursed a 
grudge against the girl and was 
therefore eager to find a way to 
punish the girl in retaliation. 

“So during the Izu Ahia Ichi 
of  one year later, when the girls 
went to Eke Obana market square, 
as usual, it was suspected that the 
particular girl who had turned 
down the rich man’s marriage 
proposal was pregnant and that 
investigation had revealed that 
the man responsible for her 
pregnancy could not and had not 
been identified. 

“It must be stated that girls of  
those days went about nude or 
at best, semi-nude because only 
chains of  beads (Akara) round 
their waists covered their nudity, 
leaving the breast area bare. It 
was therefore easy to detect early 
pregnancy by mere looking at the 
breasts. 

“As the news spread, the rich 
man found his opportunity for 
vendetta against the pregnant girl 
who had earlier on slighted him 
by refusing his hand in marriage. 
At his instigation elders of  the 
community held a meeting to 
discuss the issue. 

“It should be noted that before 
this incident no standing rule 
existed as to what to do to any 
girl who got pregnant without 
an identified husband. But the 
elders and the rich man decided 
to summon the girl’s father named 
Emegwamma, to the meeting; 
where the elders declared it taboo- 
pregnancy without a husband 
(Ime-Okwa). 

“They stressed that it was an 
offence against the earth deity-
Ali Mgbidi. As a result of  this 
decision, poor Emegwamma was 
forced to provide certain items for 
the appeasement or propitiation 
of  the offended earth deity which 
included she-goat, a live tortoise, 
hens, chicken, eggs, one bottle 
of  native gin, one keg of  raffia 
palm wine, one keg of  palm 
wine (Nkwu) some kola nuts and 
alligator peppers. 

“In addition, he was required 
to provide a shrub called ‘Izize” 
and a herb called Akoro; and on 
an actual day, of  the propitiation, 
a broom (aziza). The Day 
of  Propitiation- Ikpu Ali: In 
a ceremony called Ikpu Ali- 
appeasing the local deities, elders 
of  the community gathered at the 
girl’s father’s compound and after 
receiving the said items performed 
a rite banning the girl from Mgbidi 
for the rest of  her life. 

“This was regarded as her day 
of  death and burial by her age 
mates who therefore performed 
her burial (while she was still 
alive). They danced and asked 
the parents for some items which 
were required for her burial. 

“In the course of  this 
banishment amidst crying and 
wailing of  relatives were along 
and mates the Akoro and Izize 
the path through which she left 
Mgbidi while the priests of  the 
earth deity whose duty it was 
to banish her used the broom to 
sweep away her footprints as she 
left the town. 

“In those days the corpses 
of  married Mgbidi daughters 
were returned and buried in 
their fathers’ compound but her 
corpse was not given this respect 

because she was regarded as an 
abomination in Mgbidi.”

History has it that the expenses 
so incurred by the girl’s father 
impoverished him, so he thereafter 
invoked all Mgbidi idols/deities 
great and small, sacrificing to 

them asking them to avenge him 
should any girl in Mgbidi in 
future become pregnant without 
a husband like his daughter and 
Mgbidi elders do not treat her as 
his daughter was treated. 

It is on record according to 

Diaku that to make his invocation 
effective, Emegwamma sacrificed 
to each Mgbidi deity thus, “to Ali 
Mgbidi he gave a hen and kola 
nuts to Mgbeba Mgbidi, he gave 
a chick (sirisiri) and kola nuts. 
To Obana Mgbidi (river goddess 
in charge of  Obana river) whose 
shrine is situated at Eke Obana 
market square, he gave a chick 
and kola nuts. To Ogwugwu deity, 
he gave a cock and Kolanuts and 
to Obana Stream shrine, he gave 
a small tuber of  yam and kola 
nuts.”

By this invocation and sacrifice 
to local deities Emegwamma 
had put a curse on the entire 
community- to treat the family of  
any Mgbidi girl in future who gets 
pregnant like his daughter the way 
his family had been treated or face 
the wrath of  the gods.

History also has it that some 
years later, the rich man’s daughter 
was confirmed to be carrying Ime 
Okwa. Mgbidi elders gathered 
to discuss the matter and also 
summoned the rich man. In the 
course of  the deliberations the 
father endeavoured to persuade 
the elders, to waive/circumvent 
his daughter’s ostracism. 

Diaku also corroborated this 
oral history when she wrote that 
all elders who were present at the 
meeting except one were on the 
rich man’s side, perhaps with the 
conviction that after all her father 
was wealthy enough to take care 
of  the daughter and the expected 
baby. 

“But there was a lone voice 
of  dissension that was the oldest 
man and the Ofo holder of  the 
community. This elder recalled the 
case of  Emegwamma’s daughter 
and insisted that the rich man’s 
daughter must suffer the same 
fate as Emegwamma’s daughter 
because, he was convinced that 
failure to do exactly as in the 
case of  Emegwamma’s daughter 
would incur the wrath of  the local 
deities whom Emegwamma had 
detailed, as it were, to watch and 
punish anybody who circumvents 
the procedure. 

“He reiterated that as the 
Ofor holder of  the community 
this treatment must be meted 
out to the rich man’s daughter 
so that he would not die. So the 
rich man’s daughter was banished 
from Mgbidi after the ritual of  
Ikpu Ali- appeasing local deities. 
But unlike Emegwamma, the 
rich man did not invoke local 
deities which continued to watch 
the community according to 
Emegwamma’s entreaty.”

On realising that if  nothing is 
done, the banishment of  young 
girls will become a serious matter, 
the elders of  Mgbidi after the last 
pregnancy and banishment of  the 
rich man’s daughter met at Eke 
Obana market square and decided 
to streamline girls’ behaviour and 
that became the genesis of  the 
Ikwezi-Mgbidi Festival. 

At that all-important ancient 
meeting at Eke-Obana, Mgbidi 
elders decided that it was necessary 
to institute what became known 
as Ikwe Ezi, a ceremony to be 
performed/celebrated by girls 

Continued from pg. 9

Continues on pg. 11

During this Izu Ahia Ichi, people trooped 
to the dancing arena to give those girl 
celebrants money gifts. It was usual 
for suitors who made their intentions 
for marriage known to be identified by 
the girls’ parents as their daughters’ 
husbands to be because at this outing 
or Izu Ahia Ichi such men featured in 
the period of giving monetary gifts. 
This festival was more of a celebration 
of the virginity of the girls and their 
avoidance of Ime-Okwa (Marriage 
without husband) as Mgbidi traditionally 
attached evil to bastard. The taboo 
attached to getting pregnant without 
an identified husband seems to have 
sprung from the evil effect of bastards 
in the community observed over the 
years. It was believed that children who 
had no identified fathers were known 
to have misbehaved because they 
lacked early paternal surveillance. It 
was therefore to avoid family disgrace 
which such children would bring that 
occasioned the taboo.

Mgbidi maiden during the Ikwezi festival
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...Where virgin girls are celebrated for their purity

who had seen their menstrual 
periods before they get married 
and become pregnant. 

According to history, they 
decided to protect their girl child 
from Emegwamma’s curse and 
ensure that their pregnancy with 
or without an identified husband 
would not attract public outcry 
for ostracism. They made it in a 
way that it was to be a ceremony 
during which the girl performer 
would dance and show her 
husband for the community to 
see. 

How they came about the 
name is unknown. However, for 
any girl to qualify for Ikwe Ezi 
she should inform her mother 
who in turn informs her husband 
of  her first menstrual period. It 
was only girls who had started 
menstruation that were qualified 
to perform Ikwe Ezi. 

Diaku also corroborated some 
ancient oral history that “it was 
at that Eke Obana market square 
where previously grown-up girls 
went dancing on Izu Ahia Ichi 
day that girls who performed/
Ikwe Ezi went dancing. In other 
words, Ahia Ezi replaced Ahia 
Ichi.”

However, it was a rule that no 
girl should be found to be pregnant 
before and during the period of  
Ikwe Ezi. If  on the day of  Izu 
Ahia Ezi at Eke Obana market 
square, where such celebrants 
congregated to dance, it was 
discovered that any celebrant was 
pregnant, she was booed, pelted 
with sand and chased out of  Eke 
Obana market square instantly. 
Thereafter she was treated like 
Emegwamma’s daughter. 

Ikwe Ezi Mgbidi Festival 
currently last for eight days and has 
seven main stages which include: 
Igu Afa, Igba Egbe Ezi/Iru Ulo 
Akirika, Iba na ulo Akirika/
Ikpoba Ali Udu ego, Ibu Ibu Oyo 
(ie second Udu Ego), Igbasa Ulo 
Akirika/Igba Uhie, Imanya ukwu 
na mmiri/ihu ji and Izu Ahia Ezi 
(going on a market outing). 

For proper explanation, during 
Igu-Afa, a traditional diviner/
consultant (Dibia Afa) is invited 
to find out from the ancestors, 
who incarnated the girl. This is 
because Mgbidi people believe in 
reincarnation. 

Just a day after Igu Afa, the 
girl’s father releases two gunshots 
in the evening to announce 
that the daughter was about to 
commence Ikwe Ezi. During that 
same evening, a shed was made at 
the corner of  the main building 
with palm leaves called Ulo 
Akirika . The same evening, the 
Umu Mmiri (helpers) arrive. 

The celebrator was made to 
wear the white cotton thread 
across the shoulders and chest, 
and to go into the shed and prepare 
Uhie formally and come out. This 
activity was known as Iba n’ulo 
Akirika (the commencement of  
Ikwe Ezi). She went to do this 
daily i.e once a day during the 
eight days. 

That same first night was 
Ikpoba Ali Udu Ego, i.e the first 
night of  Udu Ego. It was a night 
of  dancing by the girl and her 

suitor and other girl attendants. It 
was also the first occasion for the 
celebrant to personally distribute 
dry fish and a coconut each to all 
present, after the organizing age-
grade had received four coconuts, 
some stipulated number of  dry 
fish and four kegs of  palm wine. 
Men of  this age-grade saw to 
orderly peaceful dancing and 
orderly distribution of  dry fish 
and a coconut each to all present, 
on those days of  Udu Ego.

On Ibu Oyo, it was performed 
on the eight day-Ogbodo Eke 
when the husband  will provide a 
large mortarful of  pounded yam, 
a big pot of  rich soup and a tyre 
size dry fish for the wives of  the 
girl’s family who distributed and 
ate it. However, any woman who 
happened to be present could also 
eat Ibu Oyo food. 

Like the first Udu Ego 
day, everybody who came to 
the second Udu ego-Ibu Oyo 
-received one coconut and one 
dry fish, whereas the organizing 
age grade received eight coconuts, 
four kegs of  palm wine, and some 
stipulated number of  dry fish even 
though each of  them received 
the usual one coconut and one 
dry fish which everyone present 
received. 

As many times as one visited 
this celebrant during those eight 
days such a person received one 
coconut and one fish. 

Igbasa Ulo Akirika simply 
means the demolishing the house 
built with palm fronds. Note that 

this is done after the Ibu Oyo the 
next day, Orie, two gun shots were 
released to announce the end of  
Ikwe ezi. The house or she’d will 
be physically demolished that 
Orie day.

Igba Uhie is done on Afor 
morning day and it  entails spraying 

the entire body of  the celebrant 
including the face (shielding 
the eyes with thin narrow blind 
folder) with camwood paste Uhie 
hence the name Igba Uhie, after 
which the celebrant proceded to 
the Nwataoma Obana

Stream with a small tuber of  

yam which her father had marked 
with native chalk (Nzu). 

Back then, the celebrator was 
accompanied by a little girl who 
carried a small clay/water pot 
Nwaoro and the tuber of  yam. On 
reaching the stream the celebrant 
was supposed to dip her two big 
toes in the water. This is called 
Imanye Ukwu na Mmiri. 

She then proceeded to the 
Obana shrine to deposit the tuber 
of  yam, emerged from the shrine 
and fetched water from the stream 
with the small water pot and 
both returned home. This act of  
depositing the tuber of  yam at the 
shrine was called Ihu ji. 

Before the last step which is 
Izu Ahia Ezi, the celebrator was 
beautified with those traditional 
beautification items. Then she 
and other celebrators will troop 
to the Eke Obana market square 
to dance while well-wishers also 
trooped there to congratulate.

This last step is meant to show 
Mgbidi that those celebrators 
were not pregnant. It was a time 
of  rejoicing for parents and well-
wishers. Note, back in those 
ancient days, the only thing the 
celebrator wear to cover her 
nudity was a chain of  beads called 
Akara-a kind of  plastic stringed 
together. 

Izu Ahia Ezi moment is the 
most important back then as it 
was considered very important; 
she had come of  age; because if  
the girl was found to be pregnant 
before this period on that day of  
Izu Ahia people would pelt her 
with sand, hoot at her and chase 
her out of  the market square.

There after such a girl was 
ostracized and after Ikpu Ali ritual 
banished from Mgbidi for life, just 
like any girl who got pregnant 
without performing Ikwe Ezi.

Some items required for 
Ikwezi-Mgbidi Festival include: 
Some yards of  white cotton 
thread (Oghu/owu), large 
quantity of  camwood (Uhie), 
sizeable amount of  dry fish with 
tyre size Dryfish preferably (ihi or 
Asha fish), large quantity of  food 
items that could last the length 
of  the days of  the ceremony and 
palmwine as required.

Some other items include, 
traditional beautification 
materials like Uri pod, two 
rhizomes (Agaaru/ Nkasi Ali) 
according to your choice, grinding 
stones (Mkpume/Okwute) for 
crushing camwood (uhie), Udu 
Ego (a special perforated clay 
pot used as a musical instrument, 
some palm fronds and bamboo 
for constructing the Ulo Akirika 
(bamboo shed) some coral beads 
for the neck on the day of  Izu 
Ahia Ezi and a large number of  
coconuts.

According to tradition, two 
groups of  people must attend 
this celebration although due to 
modernity, one is now outdated. 
The first is her male age grade 
members whose duty, in a 
particular period of  time, it was 
to organize the two Udu ego days 
during this ceremony. 

The second group was the 
Umu Mmiri (not literally water 
children, but helpers of  the 
celebrator). They are the girls 
relations of  the celebrant, so called 
because they fetched water for the 
celebration and did the cooking 
and ran other errands as and and 
when required throughout the 
period.

Special report
Continued from pg. 10

It is on record according to Diaku that to 

make his invocation effective, Emegwamma 

sacrificed to each Mgbidi deity thus, “to 

Ali Mgbidi he gave a hen and kola nuts to 

Mgbeba Mgbidi, he gave a chick (sirisiri) and 

kola nuts. To Obana Mgbidi (river goddess 

in charge of Obana river) whose shrine is 

situated at Eke Obana market square, he 

gave a chick and kola nuts. To Ogwugwu 

deity, he gave a cock and Kolanuts and to 

Obana Stream shrine, he gave a small tuber 

of yam and kola nuts.”

By this invocation and sacrifice to local 

deities Emegwamma had put a curse on the 

entire community- to treat the family of any 

Mgbidi girl in future who gets pregnant like 

his daughter the way his family had been 

treated or face the wrath of the gods.

�

Mgbidi maiden during the Ikwezi festival
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Anambra: Isuaniocha youths protest 
over illegal arrest by security operatives 

aid, Governor Soludo, 
Isuaniocha people are 
dying please Save us from 
brutality, DSP Mathew Agu 
and others are terrorists 
in police uniform, IGP 
please intervene, Tony 
Onyeagolum and his 
cohorts have messed up our 
community with cultism 
as they march through 
the Civic Center in the 
Community”. 

Addressing newsmen, 
their spokesperson and 
Youth leader of  Isuaniocha 
, Ozor Onyemazu Ngini 
narrated that there had been 
crisis in the community 
since 2017 when Mr 
Tony Onyeagolu was the 
President General and after 
one year began to have 
misunderstandings with the 
people.

According to him, the 
crises led to the death of  
some individuals in the area 
and also caused destruction 
of  property.

“During that time we 
were calling police to come 
to our rescue, they did 
not listen,  Anambra state 
police command under the 
administration of  CP Garba 
Umar did not respond later 
we went to Abuja to report 
too. Later those suspected to 
have committed the murder 

ran away including the 
former president general. 
The matter was charged 
to court and there were 
allegations and counter 
allegations, the matter was 
later struck out last month, 
March 2022”.

The youth leader claimed 
that upon observing that 
the community was making 
efforts to elect a new 
President General and have 
a traditional ruler, the same 
suspected people started 
using the police and other 
security agents to harass 
and intimidate him and 
others who are out to ensure 
that peace is returned to 
Isuaniocha . 

“I will say that the police 
is the bane of  this society, 
police knows everything but 
they are paid to come and 
disorganise our community 
and they have been doing it. 

The person they have 
been using is one DSP 
Mathew Agu from Force 
CID Area 10, Abuja. As it 
is now a lot of  people are 
missing in Isuaniocha and 
more than one hundred 
names are still on thief  
list for arrest. They even 
invaded my house, broke 
everywhere, took away my 
wife money and burnt some 
of  my items. “ 

Mr Ngini said all the 
youths and other residents 
want is for the Commissioner 
of  Police Mr Echeng 
Echeng and the Anambra 
State government to be 
aware of  what is happening 
in Isuaniocha Community 
where some persons are 
using few corrupt police 
officers to destabilize the 
town. 

Another youth who gave 
his name as Mr chukwuma 
regretted that the situation 
had put a clog in the wheels 
of  development in the area 
while youths continue to 
abandon their jobs and run 
away due to incessant police 
intimidation. 

Reacting to the 
allegations, the former 
President General of  
Isuaniocha Mr Tony 
Onyeagolu denied any 
involvement in the alleged 
Killing of  persons or 
destruction of  property 
in the area noting that he 
was equally arrested by the 
police in 2020 and was in 
detention for 6 months and 
2 weeks after which the 
matter was charged to court.

“I was arrested in 
government House, when 
I saw the police I did not 
run, I followed them, and 
they detained me for six 

months and two weeks. I 
am not using any police to 
harass anybody, if  the police 
invite them they should go 
and answer and stop using 
placards to cover their faces. 
Let them stop claiming what 
is not right”

In a telephone interview 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer in Anambra state 
Mr Tochukwu Ikenga said 
police only come to the aid 
of  civilians to maintain Law 
and Order as well as to make 
sure that lives and Property 
are protected.

“We want to use this 
medium to encourage the 
youths not to go to the streets, 
if  they have any complain 
they should write to us,  the 
Commissioner of  Police in 
Anambra state CP Echeng 
Echeng is ready to listen to 
their complaint than Them 
hitting the streets in protest 
which may be hijacked and 
their aim defeated”. 

The people of  Isuaniocha 
Community are expectant 
that the authorities of  the 
Nigerian police and the 
Anambra State government 
will urgently come to their 
aid by finding a lasting 
peace to the crisis tearing 
apart the community and 
stopping the development 
of  the area.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Y
ouths of  Isuaniocha 
community in 
Awka North 

Local government area of  
Anambra state have called 
on the Inspector General of  
police to urgently look into 
what they called incessant 
arrests of  people from 
the town by some police 
operatives.

In a peaceful protest 
that had more than eighty 
youths, the people alleged 
that some individuals in 
the community where using 
their wealth to invite police 
and other security operatives 
to intimidate, Harass and 
arrest them without any 
established offence or crime 
committed. 

Our correspondent 
reports that the police 
public relations officer Mr 
Tochukwu Ikenga in a 
swift reaction advised the 
protesting youths to write 
an official letter to the 
command for their matter to 
be looked into. 

The youths who chatted 
solidarity songs carried 
placards with inscription 
like” Isuaniocha people are 
crying for help, Governor 
Soludo come to our 

Protesting youths of Isuaniocha over illegal arrest by security operatives
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he national Chairman 
of  the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) 

Senator Iyorchia Ayu has 
called for a united front in 
the rank and file of  PDP 
members in Abia State. The 
unity, Ayu said, is impor-
tant to save the party from 
developing crisis that could 
ruin its chances in Abia, in 
2023.n The national Chair-
man gave the warning in 
Umuahia on Tuesday while 
answering questions from 
journalists concerning zon-
ing arrangements.

Ayu who was also a special 
guest to Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu during the commis-
sioning of  hospital and road 
projects in Umuahia, tasked 
his party members against 
utterances and actions that 
may promote discord in the 
party ahead of  the 2023 bat-
tles.

Don’t allow another party take Abia, Ayu 
warns aspirants, stakeholders

He made it clear that the 
national secretariat of  PDP 
was not in any way par-
ty to zoning arrangements 
or power sharing systems 
in States. He commended 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for his developmental strides 
in Abia , noting that PDP 
as a people-oriented party is 
reputed for positive achieve-
ments. The PDP national 
Chairman further charged 
Ikpeazu to maintain his 
steam of  project executions, 
till his last minute in pow-
er. Meanwhile, the project 
commissioning was turned 
into a lobby ground by 
supporters of  governorship 
aspirants.  A group, Abia 
North youth forum who 
stormed the Adelebu street 
project venue demanded the 
rotation of  the Abia num-
ber one seat to Abia North. 
With placards held high, the 
protesters said they would 
reject every attempt to deny 
Abia North zone their turn.

Health check being conducted on a commercial sex worker by the NGO, Save Young Girls Motherhood Foundation 
in Onitsha.

2023: Obiano’s Chief of Staff
declares for Senate 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

F
ormer Chief  of  Staff  
to the immediate past 
governor of  Anambra 

State, Willie Obiano, Chief  
Primus Odili, has declared 
his interest to contest the 
2023 general election to rep-
resent Anambra North Sena-
torial District at red chamber 
of  the National Assembly 
Abuja, under the platform 
of  the All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA). Mr. Odi-
li, declared his interest be-
fore the District Traditional 
rulers, the District Commu-
nities’ Presidents General, 
market leaders, Youth lead-

ers and other APGA prin-
cipal officers in Anambra 
North Senatorial District. 
Interacting with the par-
ty officials at Otuacha, the 
Headquarters of  Anambra 
East local area of  the state, 
on Tuesday, Odili, said he 
will focused more on Agri-
culture and Youth empower-
ment programmes, if  given 
the opportunity to represent.

He noted that his mission 
is to serve not only the peo-
ple of  Anambra North Sena-
torial District; but the entire 
Igbo nation. He harped on 
the need for Ndigbo to send 
courageous people with 
loud voice at the Senate and 
promised quality representa-

tion; especially with regards 
to issues concerning the 
Igbo extraction; including 
the structural imbalance that 
has threatened the peace and 
unity of  Nigeria as Nation.

Describing the support 
from the Anambra North 
stakeholders as unanimous 
and overwhelming, which 
was why he accepted the call 
on him to contest, Odili, as-
sured that he will not disap-

point his people and Ndigbo 
at large and also promised to 
use his wealth of  experience, 
knowledge and expertise to 
attract greater development 
to South East region. News 
Echo gathered that the for-
mer United State of  Ameri-
ca-based media practitioner 
will battle the APGA ticket 
with the wife of  his former 
boss, Mrs. Ebelechukwu 
Obiano.

Abducted ABSU students 
regain freedom
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

S
ome students of  Abia 
State University, Uturu 
who were kidnapped by 

unknown persons last week 
Thursday have regained free-
dom. They were released 
during the weekend, after 
spending about four days in 
captivity, according to a uni-
versity source. The source 
added that the rescued stu-
dents have been taken  to 
hospital by their parents for 
medical attention.

The Vice-Chancellor of  
ABSU, Prof  Maxwell Og-
bulu has confirmed the re-
port of  the students’ release, 
thanking Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu for his efforts which 
led to the release of  the ab-
ducted scholars. But, no de-
tail emerged from the school 
on whether the parents of  
the students paid any ran-
som before they were freed 
or not.

It was also not stated if  
security agents stormed the 
bandits’ hideout and ar-
rested any suspect or if  the 
students escaped to safety 
themselves. The students, 
numbering about seven, 
were traveling in a vehicle on 
Thursday at about 7:40pm 
when they were ambushed 
and kidnapped by the ban-
dits at notorious area of  
Okigwe-Uturu road. Vice 
Chancellor of  ABSU, Prof  
Maxwell Ogbulu who ear-
lier condemned frequent 

criminal activities along the 
road, expressed anger that 
no suspect had been arrested 
by security agents stationed 
along the road. Ogbulu who 
also queried the relevance of  
SIM-NIN registration, won-
dered why kidnappings and 
ransom takings were still 
going on nationwide despite 
the assurance by the federal 
government that the poli-
cy would aid the tracking 
and nabbing of  criminals. 
Reports emerged last week 
Saturday that the kidnap-
pers initially demanded N10 
million each to release the 
kidnapped students, before 
reducing their demands to 
N2m per scholar.

Pay us our gratuities, get our 
support, retirees tell Gov Wike
By Godson Nosy, 
Port Harcourt

R
etirees have vowed to 
work against the pres-
idential ambition of  

Rivers State Governor, Nye-
som Wike following his fail-
ure to pay them their pension 
arrears and gratuities.  
The senior citizens said they 
were going through a lot in 
the hands of  the governor.  
The Rivers  State Pensioners 
Co-ordinator, Lucky Ati who 
spoke to newsmen in Port 
Harcourt expressed concern 
that so many of  them have 
died, children sent out of  
school and several of  them 
sent out of  their rented hous-
es.

Ati  insisted that the their 
hearts will be joyful to sup-
port the presidential ambi-
tion of  Governor Nyesom 
Wike if  he pays them their 
seven years pension arrears 

as well place those who have 
not been placed on arrears. 
He also stressed the need for 
the current administration to 
ensure promotion of  work-
ers to prevent stagnating the 
pension of  the workers when 
they retire for service. 

Also speaking, another re-
tiree, Queen Okubor said the 
forty two months gratuities 
owed her has made life dif-
ficult for her especially with 
the loss of  her husband.  

She said they did not com-
mit any crime working for 
the government just as she 
begged the governor to look 
into their situation to end 
suffering and sickness of  pen-
sioners. 

The pensioners threatened 
to follow the path of  the Ni-
gerian Labour Congress and 
South South Youth Initiative 
should Rivers State Governor 
fails to pay their arrears and 
gratuity.

Foundation carries out free medical test 
for commercial sex workers in Onitsha 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A 
Non-Governmental 
Organization, Save 
Young Girls Moth-

erhood Foundation, has car-
ried out free medical tests for 
commercial sex workers in 
Onitsha, in Anambra State. 

News Echo gathered that 
the NGO has been champi-
oning a novel campaign since 
September, 2021, to rescue 
young girls who are into the 
commercial sex business. 

It was also gathered that 
the girls were tested main-
ly for hepatitis B and C, the 

two  deadly killer diseases, 
after HIV and AIDs, as well 
as tests for malaria, typhoid 
fever and other Sexually 
Transmitted Infections, even 
as patrons who showed will-
ingness were equally tested. 
But, getting the girls to run 
the test was another uphill 
task, which was different 
from calling their attention in 
the first place.

Though the exercise was 
carried out free of  charge, it 
took more than just the usu-
al persuasion to get them to 
comply. The results of  the 
tests would later be sent to 
their phone numbers, af-

ter which those whose tests 
came back positive would be 
expected to visit hospitals for 
immediate treatment. 

The founder of  Save 
Young Girls Motherhood 
Foundation, Reverend Sister 
Dorathy Okoli, in an inter-
view with News Echo said 
that ordinarily, the medical 
tests should not be carried 
out in the brothels, giving 
that the girls mostly return to 
the same vocation, to meet 
the same disease that had 
been detected and treated, 
which she regretted was a 
disturbing development for 
the organization.
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ett ing your gir ls 

Gp a r e n t s  c o n s e n t 
before proposing is a 

rare occurrence these days.
H o w e v e r ,  c e r t a i n 

families might expect you to 
meet them before proposing 
marriage to their daughter. 
Hence, in cases like that, even 
if  it seems a bit old school, It's 

f  he hurt you and feels bad Iabout it, he may feel like 
he owes you.
As the popular saying 

goes, 'action speaks louder 
than words'. 

Instead of  apologizing 
for their wrong deeds, some 
guys go out of  his way to make 
you happy more so than usual 
until he feels enough time has 
passed that the pain has 
diminished. 

Is he showing signs he 
feels guilty for hurting you or 
not? 

He avoids you
If  he is genuinely busy 

with work-related issues then 
there is no cause for alarm. 
However, if  he cancels date 
nights and he posts photos or 
video on social media hanging 
out with friends then he might 
be probably avoiding you. 

H e  i s  p r i v a t e  a n d 
secretive

Tr u s t ,  p r i v a c y  a n d 
constant communication are 
the pillars of  every successful 
relationship. Some people 
lock their phones and have 
passwords on everything to 
keep outsiders from having 
access to sensitive information 
on their phones. They should 
feel free to make a call or send 
a text to others in the presence 
of  their significant others. 

He buys you gifts
Showing appreciation for 

the little things you receive 
from your spouse strengthens 
the relationship. However, if  
you get a weird vibe that he is 

showering you with gifts 
because he has hurt you, don't 
ove r l o o k  i t .  Pe o p l e  g o 
overboard with their gift or 
r o m a n t i c  g e s t u r e  t o 
compensate for their guilt. 

He wants you to catch 
him

Some people deliberately 
leave clues for you to catch 

fter crying 'God 

Aw h e n '  o n  eve r y 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 

platform, God finally hears 
your cry and hooks you up 
with a partner but your bad 
character will soon become a 
bane in the relationship. 

1 .  C o n s t a n t l y 
complaining and nagging 

Everyone wants peace 
of  mind and to be with 
someone who will give them 
peace, if  you are constantly 
finding fault, there is no way 
the relationship will work. 

2. Selfishness 
Me me me.  Always 

focusing on yourself  and 
what you want and what is 
convenient for you is a fast 
way to see the relationship 
c rash  and bur n.  Make 
sacrifices to see your partner 
happy. 

If  you like them, show 
them as much as they show 
you. Your partner will feel 
unloved if  they are always 
overextending themselves 

for you and you cannot 
reciprocate. If  that keeps 
happening, they will feel 
used and want to end the 
relationship. 

3. Entertaining old 
relationships and attention 
from other people 

Let your past be in the 
past, stop trying to string 
many people along. If  you 
found the person you want to 
be with, then stop talking to 
other people and focus on 
them. Stop saying 'my ex and 
I are still friends, get a clean 
break from them and focus 
on your new relationship. 

4. Anger issues 
No one wants to be with 

a firebrand, every small 
d i sag reement ,  you  are 
screaming and acting out. As 
I said earlier everyone wants 
p e a c e  a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t 
peaceful. 

5. Poor communication 
skills 

Speaking and listening 
are skills you have to master. 

Of  course, you can hear 
them but do you understand 
what  they  a re  say ing? 
Communicating effectively 
and acting on what you 
heard is important. If  not, 
the fights will be recurrent. 

Relationships should be 
a peaceful place where you 
can have peace and feel safe 
not a constant battlefield. 

them in the act when they 
can't face the guilt. Maybe 
they will leave their phone out 
or leave their laptop unlocked. 
Or even leave a sketchy receipt 
in their pocket. 

Someone who has been 
hiding something for a long 
time knows all the tricks, so if  
you catch him, he wanted you 

to. 
He admits it to release 

the guilt
And then there are some 

guys that feel guilty for 
hurting you so they come 
clean. It just depends if  they 
are doing it to apologize and 
m ove  o n  o r  t o  r e l e a s e 
themselves from the guilt. 

what really matters. 
By the way, you can tell if  

she's ready by asking her 
q u e s t i o n s  o r  h a v i n g 
conversations with her about 
marriage,  chi ldren,  and 
having a family. If  you're 
unsure how to bring up the 
subject, start by chatting 
about a relative or friend's 

proposing to her. 
When you're ready to tell 

her  parents  about  your 
proposal plans, here's what 
you should do: 

Don't ask them over the 
p h o n e :  c a l l i n g  y o u r 
g ir l f r iend 's  parents  and 
expressing your aspirations 
for marriage over the phone is 
rather impolite. It's not a good 
idea. It's preferable to ask in 
person unless you have no 
other choice.

Don't go empty handed: 
This doesn't have to be said, 

ot every s*x position 

Ni s  p o s s i b l e  f o r 
everybody. 

Fortunately, there are 
plenty of  sex positions that are 
very, very possible, regardless 
of  size. Incorporating these 
easy,  super -comfor tab le 
positions into your repertoire 
c a n  p r o v i d e  i n c r e a s e d 
pleasure to you and your 
partner. 

The best sex positions for 
overweight people are also 
great for most people. They 
provide a degree of  comfort 
tha t  anyone  can  en joy. 
Ult imately,  the best  sex 
positions for overweight 
couples is going to vary from 
couple to couple and requires 
o p e n  a n d  h o n e s t 
communication, confidence 
to express what feels good, 
a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o 
experiment until you find 
something you both enjoy. 

Here are some of  the best 
sex positions for overweight 
people — experiment to find 
out which ones you like the 
most and prepare to take your 
sex life to the next level. 

Doggy style
This classic position is 

one of  the best sex positions 
for overweight people. After a 
while, it can get a little tiring, 
but using pillows can provide 
support and help you and your 
partner maintain the position 
for longer. 

This position also makes 
it easy to self-stimulate as 

you're being penetrated, or 
your partner can reach around 
to touch you. 

The seated position
P r o p s  a n d  o t h e r 

modifications provide an easy 
way to add some variety to 
your sex life and can include, 
among more exotic things, 
pillows, cushions, or furniture, 
as in the seated position. In 
addition to being fun for most 
people, the seated position is 
also one of  the best sex 
positions for overweight 
couples. 

Butterfly
This position may be one 

of  the best sex positions for 
overweight people of  all sizes 
and shapes. The position 
allows for deeper penetration 
without interference from a 
larger abdomen. 

One of  the more intimate 
things about this position is 
that you and your partner are 
facing each other. This allows 
for greater intimacy and 
kissing. 

Reverse cowgirl
In the traditional cowgirl 

position, the woman straddles 
the man while he lies down, 
allowing her to control the 
pace and depth of  penetration. 
While the traditional cowgirl 
doesn't have a reputation as 
one of  the best sex positions 
for overweight women, the 
reverse cowgir l  is  a  sex 
pos i t ion  for  overweight 
couples that accommodates 
for larger body sizes. 

S i d eway s  c r u n c h e d 
turtle

This  i s  s imi lar  to  a 
spooning position, but it may 
be more optimal for especially 
curvy people who have trouble 
with penetration in that 
position. Because it is a little 
more accomodating than 
doggy style, the sideways 
crunched turtle is one of  the 
g r e a t  s ex  p o s i t i o n s  f o r 
overweight couples. And as a 
b o n u s ,  i t ' s  a l s o  m o r e 
comfortable if  you're tired or 
want to take it easy, as you 
don't need to hold yourself  up 
with your arms or use your 
legs to control the movement 
and depth of  penetration. 

appropriate to meet her 
parents. It's also important to 
recognize that it's not so much 
a question of  permission as it 
is a matter of  respect for them. 
Never the le s s,  the  mos t 
important thing is to make 
sure that you both are on the 
same page before proposing 
or meeting her family, that's 

engagement and gradually 
shift the conversation to focus 
on both of  you. 

While you're at it, sit 
b a c k  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  h e r 
thoughts on marriage and 
proposals. Inquire about her 
family's marital customs; this 
can help you decide what 
procedures to follow before 

but you might forget, hence, 
the reminder. There's no need 
for something extravagant, a 
little gift will suffice.

After meeting her family, 
you should ask for her hand in 
mar r iage  a s  qu ick ly  a s 
possible to avoid giving her 
parents the impression that 
you aren't ready or serious 
about settling down with their 
daughter. 

Now, you don't know 
what her parents would say, 
they might even disapprove of  
you. This is why its better they 
get to meet you way before 
you ask for their daughter's 
hand in marriage. 
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igs have become the 

Wfashion of  the day. 
80% of  Nigerian 

women are wearing wigs as 
part of  their fashion items for 
their day-to-day activities.  A 
wig is a head covering wear 
made from human hair, or 
synthetic or fibre hair. The lace 
front wig is fast becoming a 
favourite, replacing the weft 
wig. The illusion of  hair 
growing from the scalp is the 
feature that makes this wig the 
most preferred. It is super 
comfy and durable because it 
can be reused over and over 
after a good wash. 

The trendiest wig of  recent 
are  braided wigs.  I t  was 
introduced to Nigeria  in 
2016/2017. 

We know how long it takes 
to braid our hair, sometimes 
using the whole day to get it 
done, so these wigs couldn't 
have made a more timely 
entrance. These wigs have been 
around for a while but have 
recently become very popular, 
as more innovative styles have 
been introduced with a wide 
range of  hair textures now 
available to choose from. They 
come in single colours or ombre 
styled if  you want and they are 
easy to wear, re-usable and 
washable.

It is a type of  wig that 
supposes to imitate real braids 
and reduce the hours you 
would sit and make your hair. 
These recent times the braided 
wigs have come back to style 
with better and improved 
version.

Asides the versatility and 
convenience it gives to the 
wearer, braided wigs is more 
cost- effective on the long run 
and easier on the hair as it 
doesn't pull at the roots of  the 
hair as direct braiding would. 

It is currently gaining 
preference over the human hair, 
this is because the new and 
improved braided wigs also 
come in human hair form, it is 
light weighted and is easy to 
maintain more than the human 
hairs.

We now have  f ronta l 
braided wigs, closure braided 
wig and so on. This type of  wig 
really looks like the braids are 
really on your scalp. We also 
have headband braided wigs, 
face cap braided, scarf  and so 
on, all to your liking and your 
pocket.

Here are 5 reasons you 
should consider getting a 
Braided Wig.

B r a i d e d  w i g s  a r e 
p r o t e c t i v e  h a i r s t y l e s :  

Protective hairstyles as the 
name implies are hairstyles that 
protect your natural hair, helps 
your hair grow faster and make 
them relax. Braided Wigs offer 
this protection as you won't 
need to braid your own natural 
hair thereby protecting your 
hair from breakage, hair loss, 
hair thinning and damage 
caused by tensions and tight 
hair braiding.

Saves yourself the pains 
and saves your edges: Anyone 
who has had a braid installation 
knows how painful getting your 
hair braided can be as your hair 
is pulled during the braiding 
process. This usually leads to 
throbbing pains, headaches and 
irritated scalp, which could last 
for days. However, putting on a 
Braided Wig rarely hurts and it 
saves you edges.

Saves time and gets ready 
in minutes: Braid installations 
at hair salons can take hours. 
Some micro braid styles like the 
million braids can take even 
days to get done. Does that 
mean you won't get to wear 
your favourite braid style? Of  
course not! A good quality 
braided wig will save you hours 
and hours of  sitting on a 
braiding chair. All you'll just 
need is to pop the braid wig on 
in less than 10 minutes when 
getting ready to step out.

Saves your money: The 
cost of  getting your hair 
braided by a stylist is  n usually 
expensive. These braids will 
usually last for at most 1-2 
months and then you'll have to 
lose those braids and may not 
even be able to reuse the 
attachments. Braided wigs are 
ve r y  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  a r e 
guaranteed to last minimum 2 
years with good care and 
maintenance saving you lots of  
money.

Brings back confidence to 
people suffering from hair 
loss/Alopecia: Alopecia is an 
auto-immune disease which 
causes hair loss. The amount of  
h a i r  l o s s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n 
everyone. Some lose a little hair 
in a few spots while others lose 
a lot leading to baldness. It's not 
a serious medical condition but 
can cause a lot of  anxiety, 
sadness and loss of  confidence 
for its sufferers. A braided wig 
will restore their confidence 
and give them the opportunity 
to still wear their favourite braid 
style.

 One bonus reason is that 
you can switch up your style 
and look good on a daily basis 
with different Wig styles. 
Boring hair days are so over.

Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
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Reasons you should give braided wig a chance



e a r  O m a ,DI am a university 
student in my 

late twenties. Due to some 
serious personal issues, I 
have a limited social circle 
and I 'm not  ent ire ly 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h 
relationships generally. In 
my studies, I have regular 
classes with the same 
people; one of  these is a 
classmate whom I have 
become friends with. 
However, the problem is 
that this classmate is 
someone I like more than 
the friendship we have, 
which is impacting how I 
interact with him and 
h ow  I  a p p r o a c h  my 
studies. He is constantly 
in my thoughts, I become 
anxious when in his 
company, and I am quick 
to  pe rce ive  good  o r 
negative interactions with 
him. If  I feel the day 
ended well with him, I am 
h a p py,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e 
complete opposite if  it's a 
negative reaction.

I am at a loss as to 
w h a t  I  s h o u l d  d o  I 
shouldn't be thinking this 
much about one person, 
n o t  w h e n  t h e y ' v e 
indicated they don't feel 
the same way as I do 
about him, and I don't 
want to lose the friendship 
because I cannot control 
these irrational feelings, 
which is making me feel 
ashamed. Please help!

My dear, you have 
what's called a crush. A 
totally normal, healthy 
c r u s h !  I t ' s  n o t 
i r ra t ional ,  and i t ' s 
nothing to be ashamed 
o f .  S o  i s  f e e l i n g 
p r e o c c u p i e d  a n d 
anxious and obsessing 
over your interactions 
with the object of  your 
affection. I'm sorry this 
person doesn't return 
your feelings, but that's 
also a pretty normal 
situation that most 
people will be in at one 
point or another, so 
don't beat yourself  up 
over it. I suspect that 
once you name this 
f e e l i n g  ( a g a i n :  a n 
innocent,  ever yday 
c r u s h ! )  a n d  s t o p 
fighting it, some of  the 
intensity might fade. 
You can notice the 
feelings you're having 
w i t h o u t  j u d g i n g 

transfer until we both 
have di f ferent  jobs 
b e c a u s e  h e  c a n ' t 
imagine a child being 
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h i s 
environment. I agree 
that he needs a new job, 
but I'm reluctant to quit 
m i n e  u n t i l  I  f i n d 
something that excites 
me.  I  f ee l  l ike  my 
dreams of  parenthood 
are being held hostage 
to his demand that I 
change jobs before we 
even try an embryo 
transfer. He feels it is 
eminently reasonable to 
want to be married to 
someone who doesn't 
have to work weekends, 
and he doesn't trust that 
I'll leave my job. I'm on 
the cusp of  receiving a 
prestigious promotion. 
Is his demand that I 
change jobs and work 
reasonable hours before 
w e  s t a r t  a  f a m i l y 
reasonable?

Mrs. Folashade, I 
have to say, I think your 
husband's demand is 
ridiculous. But whether 
he's being reasonable or 
not is kind of  beside the 
point. When it comes to 
decisions about being in 
or out of  relationships, or 
having or not having 
children, “reasonable,” 
frustratingly enough, is 
n o t  a  r e q u i r e m e n t . 
Everyone gets to decide 
what's best for them, and 

care, or a relative who 
needs to come and live 
w i t h  y o u ,  o r 
u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  o r 
postpartum depression, 
or home-schooling a child 
for months on end during 
the next pandemic? Why 
didn't he communicate 
his requirements during 
what I'm sure was a long 
IVF process, to give you 
more time to think about 
whether a new job would 
be right for you and begin 
to make a transition? Or 
to decide whether you 
wanted to go through IVF 
with him. The fact that 
you've already created 
embryos is great. It buys 
you some time to dig into 
these issues, ideally with 
the help of  a professional. 
And please do that even if  
you do decide to humor 
h im and  f ind  a  l e s s 
demanding job, just to 
speed the baby-making 
process along. You two 
have a lot of  issues here 
other than weekend work, 
and you're going to want 
to tackle them so you can 
have the best possible 
chance staying together, 
working as a team, and 
enjoying parenthood.

D e a r  O m a ,
my name is Miracle but 
my friends call me Mimi 
and I really do appreciate 
that but the problem is, I 
have this “perfect guy” 
whom I want to break up 
with but How do you 
break up with a perfectly 
good guy? In the past, I've 

yourself  for them. You 
might even pour your 
heart out to one of  your 
trusted friends, just to 
get it all out and get 
validation that you 
aren't the first and won't 
be the last person to be 
in this situation. If  you 
r e a l l y  f e e l  y o u r 
e m o t i o n s  a r e 
unmanageable, there's 
always the option to 
give yourself  a little 
space by taking some 
time away from this 
friendship and putting 
y o u r  a t t e n t i o n 
elsewhere, but I hope it 
doesn't come to that.

D e a r  O m a ,
my name is Folashade 
w r i t i n g  y o u  f r o m 
Magodo in Abeoukuta, 
my husband works long 
hours and is miserable 
at his job. I work slightly 
less, and I am generally 
happy with my job. We 
both work almost all 
day because we are 
keen on building a great 
career and also save 
enough for our unborn 
kids, which makes it 
difficult to cook, clean, 
spend qual i ty  t ime 
together, etc. We've 
spent over a year trying 
to have a baby and now 
have some embryos 
from IVF. My husband 
won't agree to try a 

no one has to agree that it 
makes sense. (Again, it's 
extremely frustrating! But 
this is why, for example, 
it's not illegal for someone 
to waste years of  your life 
and then break up with 
you. Life is unfair!)

A n y w a y,  i n  m y 
opinion, the question you 
should be asking yourself  
is not “Is his demand 
reasonable?” but “Should 
his demand make me 
concerned about our 
future together?” And to 
that I say YES.

That's because his 
posi t ion brings up a 
number of  questions for 
me: Why isn't he willing 
to compromise with you, 
by reaching an agreement 
about work-life balance or 
q u a l i t y  t i m e ,  o r 
housework, or whatever 
issues are making him feel 
he can't parent with you if  
things don't change? Why 
doesn't he trust you to 
look for a new job during 
maternity leave when 
you've said you will? Is 
there a possibility that he 
is having second thoughts 
about having children, 
despite all you've been 
through to get to this 
point? Is he a person who 
f e e l s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
parenting in a less-than-
ideal situation? Even if  
you each have great work-
l i f e  b a l a n c e  a t  t h e 
moment your child is 
born, is he prepared to 
cope if  you have to deal 
with challenges like elder 

only had to break up with 
g u y s  o n c e  I  f i n a l l y 
realized they were jerks. 
I've been in a relationship 
with a guy for about four 
months now. We met at a 
party and saw each other 
out a few times before he 
asked me out.  I  was 
h e s i t a n t  b e c a u s e  h e 
seemed fun, but there was 
just something I couldn't 
put my finger on about 
him that I knew was going 
to be a problem. As it 
turns out, he's just too 
boring. When we're out 
and doing things, he's fun 
and energetic, but now 
that we've been staying in 
due to the pandemic, I've 
finally realized I don't like 
being around him on a 
regular  basis.  He is, 
however, the sweetest, 
most thoughtful guy I 
have ever dated. He has 
gone out of  his way to be 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
supportive about some 
personal issues I was 
having last year.

When I've broken up 
with other guys, it's been 
easier because I could 
point to a laundry list of  
jerky things they could do, 
but I don't have a single 
one with him—he's just 
too boring. On top of  that, 
I know he thinks the 
relationship is great and 
the best relationship he 
has ever had. Do you have 
any advice on how to let 
him down easily?

Dear Mimi, If  you're 
motivated by kindness, 
one thing you can think 
about is how unkind it is 
to waste his time by 
allowing him to stay in a 
relationship that isn't 
going anywhere. And you 
can remind yourself  how 
many people would love 
to date a boring-to-you, 
but perfect-to-them guy. 
Feel good about setting 
him free to find someone 
who's a better fit. As far as 
letting him down, you 
might say something like 
“ I ' ve  r ea l ly  en joyed 
getting to know you, and I 
a p p r e c i a t e  h o w 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
supportive you've been 
about  the issues  I 'm 
dealing with, but I've 
realized I'm not feeling 
the kind of  connection I 
would want in order to 
move forward toward 
something more serious.”

Letter to Oma
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Ukrainians fleeing occupation
pour into Zaporizhzhia
A 

large white tent in a 
shopping centre car 
park in Zaporizhzhia 

has become the meeting place 
for thousands from southern 
Ukraine who have fled the Rus-
sian invasion and left everything 
behind.

The lot is a transit point for 
those escaping besieged Mari-
upol, over 200 kilometres (124 
miles) to the southeast, and the 
coastal region captured by Rus-
sian forces.

Under the marquee, displaced 
people eat at communal tables, 
are given clothes, medicine and 
even toys, as they wait for buses 
to take them on to regions less 
exposed to attacks.

Children’s drawings have 
been stuck to the inside of  the 
tarp, most of  them celebrating 
Ukraine and its army. One is a 
portrait of  a green-eyed black 
cat with the message: “If  you 
find my cat Myka, let the psy-
chologist know.”

Further along, a noticeboard 
is filled with announcements 
offering spaces in cars heading 
west and the photos and num-
bers of  missing relatives.

Angela Berg, an energetic 
55-year-old with short hair, left 
everything behind in Mariupol, 
including her mother, too old to 
take on the journey.

“A man armed with a ma-
chine gun forced us to lie on the 
ground in front of  our 12-storey 
building, on bits of  broken glass. 
Then they started to fire on it 
with tanks. The building caught 
on fire and the man with the 
machine gun shot at the people 

trying to get out,” she told AFP.
“They didn’t let us retrieve an-

ything from the building until it 
had all burnt, not our stuff, not 
any documents,” said Berg, who 
worked in hospitality before the 
war. 

“Even the clothes I am wear-
ing now are the ones the wel-
come centre gave me.”

Her voice begins to break at 
the mention of  the mother and 
disabled sister-in-law, whom she 
left behind to save the rest of  her 
family, including her sick three-
month-old granddaughter.

“It’s the hardest decision I 
have ever had to make. I had to 
choose between my mother and 
my grandchildren.”

“Only people who can walk 
are able to escape. My mother 
and my sister-in-law have no-
where to go, and we have no in-
formation on what happened to 
them,” she said.

- ‘Burnt alive’ -
The conditions faced by the 

120,000 people still in Mariupol, 
scene of  intense fighting for over 
a month, are “unliveable”, the 
city’s mayor Vadym Boichenko 
told AFP on Tuesday.

“We have passed the point 
beyond a humanitarian disas-
ter, because for the last 30 days, 
these people haven’t had heat-
ing, water -- anything,” he said.

Ivan Kosyan, 17, who arrived 
in Zaporizhzhia on March 22 
with his mother and some friends 
describes appalling scenes from 
the besieged port.

“In our building, three entranc-
es were completely engulfed by 
the flames. People burnt alive. It 

More than 3,800 people were evacuated on Tuesday, according to Ukrainian authorities.

Pope kisses Ukrainian 
flag sent from Bucha, 
condemns ‘massacre’

P
ope Francis on Wednesday, 
while speaking to a general 
audience, kissed a Ukraini-

an flag sent from Bucha and con-
demned “the massacre” that had 
left hundreds of  bodies in city 
streets and in mass graves.

While the pontiff  was speaking 
to his weekly audience, he un-
folded a Ukrainian flag that he 
said was sent from the “martyred 
city” Bucha, according to a Vati-
can news release.

“Recent news from the war in 
Ukraine, instead of  bringing re-
lief  and hope, brought new atroc-
ities, such as the massacre of  Bu-
cha,” Francis said, according to 
Reuters.

Last week, images emerged of  
Ukrainian civilians who were ex-
ecuted and left lying in the streets 
of  Bucha, just outside of  Kyiv, 
and reports came of  hundreds of  
people buried in mass graves in 
the city.

“Ever more horrendous cruel-
ties [are occurring], even against 
civilians, women, and helpless 
children,” he said. “They are vic-
tims whose innocent blood cries 

out to heaven and implores.”
He also asked a group of  child 

refugees, who arrived on Tues-
day from Ukraine, to join him on 
stage.

“These children had to flee, 
and have come to a strange 
land,” Francis said before giving 
each child a chocolate Easter egg. 
“This is one of  the fruits of  war. 
Let us not forget them, and let us 
not forget the Ukrainian people.”

Francis called for an end to the 
war and urged all parties to nego-
tiate seriously for peace.

“May this war cease! May 
weapons fall silent. Stop sowing 
death and destruction,” he cried 
out.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky invited the pope 
to Kyiv by telephone twice, ac-
cording to the Vatican. He was 
also invited by Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko. During his trip to Mal-
ta, Francis said he was consider-
ing the invitations, but offered no 
more details.

For the latest news, weather, 
sports, and streaming video, head 
to The Hill. 

British firm plans to invest $100 
million in Zambia mine expansion

B
ritain’s Moxico Re-
sources plans to in-
vest $100 million to 
expand its majori-

ty-owned Mimbula copper 
mine in Zambia, UK Minister 
for Africa Vicky Ford said on 
Wednesday.

The investment will create 
new jobs and increased tax 
revenues for Zambia’s govern-
ment, Ford said in a statement 
released by the British High 
Commission in Zambia while 
she was on a visit to the country.

Ford was visiting Zambia to 
launch a new investment mod-
el, which she said marked a key 
moment for Britain’s financing 
of  private sector growth and in-
frastructure across Africa.

“We are committed to sup-
porting countries grow their 
own economies, bolster private 
sector investment and trade, 
and deliver the returns that will 
support wider socio-economic 

development,” Ford said.
The Mimbula Copper Project 

is located in Zambia’s copper 
belt on the outskirts of  Chin-
gola town, more than 400 km 
north-west of  Lusaka. The cop-
per-rich deposit is located on a 
large-scale mining licence held 
by Moxico Resources through 

its Zambian subsidiary, Mimbu-
la Minerals Ltd.

Moxico holds an 85% own-
ership in the licence holding 
company and 15% is held by 
Moxico’s Zambian partners. 
The mining licence was granted 
in May 2017, with a validity for 
25 years. 

was horrible,” said the teenager.
“It took us between 10 to 12 

hours to get here,” he said over 
tea handed out by volunteers.

More than 3,800 people were 
evacuated on Tuesday, 2,200 of  
them coming to Zaporizhzhia 
from Mariupol and Berdyansk, 
another port city, according to 
Ukrainian authorities.

At another table, Nata-
lia Babychuk, a teacher from 
Polohy, between Mariupol and 
Zaporizhzhia, is still trying to 
understand what happened to 
her.

“Truth be told, it’s a month 
now that we haven’t slept prop-
erly,” she said, playing with her 
wedding ring.

“I asked one of  the Russian 
soldiers, who they called ‘Aveng-
er’ because his son had been 
killed by Ukrainians, what they 
wanted. He said it was payback 
for what is happening in Don-

bas,” the eastern region where 
Ukrainian troops have clashed 
with pro-Russian separatists 
since 2014, Babychuk said.

“They take the kids’ phones 
and ours, the SIM cards, the 
computers, everything... They 
take everything,” she said. “I 
don’t know how they can call 
themselves our brothers.”

British Minister for Africa,  Vicky Ford looks on during the signing of new \
investments focusing on jobs and �nancial autonomy, in Abuja.

Foreign News  
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four-point lead with seven 
games to go while Liverpool 
would overtake their rivals 
with a win.

“If  you win against City, 
which is already difficult 
enough, I think nobody 
would think, 'OK, that's it 
decided' because of  the 
quality of  the opponent,” 

be so much to play for 
regardless of  Sunday's result.

“As a player you want to 
win games and trophies and 
if  you want to do that then 
you need to win these big 
games,” the Belgian told 
Manchester City's website. 
“But if  you win, draw or lose, 
there is still a lot to play for.”

iverpool manager, LJurgen Klopp said 
beating Manchester 

City on Sunday would not 
mean the Premier League 
title is theirs and that the club 
must focus on winning all of  
their remaining games to 
ensure success.

T h e  m a t c h  i n 
Manchester is being billed by 
many as a title decider, with a 
City victory giving them a 

undesliga leaders, BBayern Munich will 
edge closer to their 

10th consecutive league 
crown with a win over 
Augsburg on Saturday and 
are also seeking to repair 
their wounded confidence 
after their first Champions 
League loss of  the season in 
midweek.

T h e  B av a r i a n s  a r e 
provisionally nine points 
clear of  Borussia Dortmund 
with six matches remaining 
but last week's 4-1 victory 
over Freiburg still hangs in 
the balance following an 
appeal over a substitution 
mix-up.

Should the German FA 

sports court award the game 
to Freiburg, as the rules 
stipulate, then Bayern's lead 
would shrink to six points 
w i t h  a  c l a s h  a g a i n s t 
Dortmund to come later this 
month.

Bayern coach Julian 
Nagelsmann has rejected 
suggestions the mix-up, 
which saw Bayern play with 
1 2  p l aye r s  f o r  s eve r a l 
seconds, and the subsequent 
F r e i b u r g  a p p e a l  h av e 
dampened the atmosphere in 
the dressing room.

But they looked far from 
their best when they lost 1-0 
at Villarreal on Wednesday 
in the Champions League 
quarterfinal first leg.

Villarreal, who also hit 
the post, outclassed the 
Germans and were unlucky 
not to score more than one, 
putting the pressure firmly on 
Bayern for the return leg in 
Munich.

“We did not play the way 
we would  have  l iked,” 
Bayern's Thomas Mueller 
said. “No power in attack, 
very few chances.”

Mueller knows they need 
to switch gears even before 
next week's return leg if  they 
are not to risk their main goal 
of  the season — winning the 
German championship.

Victory over Augsburg 
would also be Mueller's 
300th in the Bundesliga, a 
record for an outfield player.

“We will pull ourselves 
back and on Saturday we 
want to win in the Bundesliga 
and take it from there,” he 
said.

But with Dor tmund 
playing on Friday at VfB 

igerian Senate has 

Nm a n d a t e d  i t s 
C o m m i t t e e  o n 

Sports to investigate why the 
Super  Eagles  fa i led to 
qualify for the 2022 World 
Cup slated to take place later 
in the year in Qatar.

Las t  week,  Niger ia 
failed to pick one of  the five 
slots allotted to Africa for the 
global football tournament 

N
apoli striker, 
V i c t o r 
Os imhen,  i s 

excited about interest 
f r o m  M a n c h e s t e r 
United and he desires to 
join the Old Trafford 
outfit.

According to  I l 
Corriere dello Sport, 
United have emerged as 
leading contenders to 
sign Osimhen during the 
u p c o m i n g  s u m m e r 
transfer window.

The 23-year-old 
Nigeria international 
has scored 15 goals in 25 
matches for the Serie A 

side this season, 
while Osimhen is 
a lso  thought  to 
h av e  a t t r a c t e d 
i n t e r e s t  f r o m 
Arsenal and Saudi-
backed Newcastle 
i n  t h e  P r e m i e r 
League alone.

However, the 
frontman is ready 
to reject those two 
clubs in favour of  a 
m o v e  t o  O l d 
Trafford.

O s i m h e n  i s 
u n d e r s t o o d  t o 
prefer United as his 
next destination.

organised by FIFA after a 1-1 
draw at the MKO Abiola 
Stadium in Abuja.

The Super Eagles lost 
the ticket to Ghana on an 
away-goal rule after playing 
a goalless draw on March 25, 
2022, in Kumasi, Ghana.

At the plenary today, the 
red chamber of  the National 
Assembly said the panel 
must probe why the nation 

could not be Qatar despite 
t h e  “ h u g e  f u n d  b y 
government, individual and 
corporate bodies.”

The Senate said the 
committee should uncover 
the “remote and immediate 
cause” of  the loss of  the 
ticket to Nigeria's arch-rival, 
Ghana.

In addition, the team 
was mandated to look into 
the destruction of  “facilities 
at the MKO Abiola National 
Stadium, Abuja, in the 
aftermath of  the Super 
Eagles of  Nigeria's fail bid to 
qualify for the FIFA 2022 

World Cup bid.”
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e 

committee must “invite the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) and the Ministry of  
Youths and Sports and 
re levant  agenc ies  and 
entities directly or indirectly 
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e 
maintenance of  the MKO 
Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja for the purpose of  
ascertaining the extent of  
the vandalisation, and 
g e n e r a l l y  a r r i v e  a t 
constructive findings on the 
subject  matter  of  this 
motion.”

Stuttgart, Bayern's lead could 
be cut before their match on 
S a t u r d ay,  p i l i n g  m o r e 
pressure on Nagelsmann's 
side.

Augsburg, who beat 
Bayern 2-1 earlier in the 
season, are also brimming 
with confidence having 
heaved themselves out of  
immediate relegation trouble 
w i t h  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e 
v i c t o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Wednesday's 2-1 win over 
Mainz 05.

They are now 13th on 32 
points, six off  the relegation 
playoff  spot.

Bayer Leverkusen, third 
on 51 points, six behind 
Dortmund, travel to VfL 
Bochum on Sunday while 
fourth-placed RB Leipzig (48 
p o i n t s )  e n t e r t a i n 
Hoffenheim.

T h e  t o p  f o u r  w i n 
automatic spots in next 
season's Champions League 
group stage.

Klopp told reporters.
“ E ve r y b o d y  k n o w s 

about the importance of  the 
next game, but after this 
game there will be other 
games in other competitions 
but in the Premier League as 
well.”

City midielder Kevin de 
Bruyne said there would still 

Winning Man City will not ensure title – Klopp

Bundesliga: Bayern out to redeem confidence
against Augsburg

Senate to probe Super Eagles' failure to qualify
for 2022 World Cup

Napoli striker, Osimhen desires to join Man Utd

KloppKloppKlopp

PinnickPinnickPinnickOsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

Bayern playersBayern playersBayern players
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SPORTS

England
16:00 Arsenal – Brighton-- 1
16:00 Southampton – Chelsea—ov 2.5
16:00 Watford – Leeds-- 2
18:30 Aston Villa – Tottenham—X2

La Liga
16:15 Mallorca - Atl. Madrid – X2
18:30 Villarreal - Ath Bilbao-- 1
21:00 Real Madrid – Getafe—1
21:00Levante – Barcelona-- 2

Serie A
18:00 Inter - Verona -- 1
20:45 Cagliari – Juventus --2

Bundesliga
15:30 Greuther Furth - B. 
Monchengladbach--2
15:30 Bayern Munich – Augsburg--1

Others

16:45 Partizani – Teuta-- 1

16:30 Beroe – Ludogorets-- 2

19:00 Teplice - Sparta Prague-- 2

16:00 Sigma Olomouc – Plzen-- 2

16:00 Celtic - St Johnstone -- 1

16:00 Dundee Utd - Dundee FC-- X

anchester United Mare closing in on 
the appointment 

of  Erik ten Hag, with the 
Dutchman now expected to 
beat Mauricio Pochettino to 
the job.

Sources close to the 
process insist a deal is still to 
be finalized for the Ajax 
m a n a g e r  –  b u t  i t  i s 
understood an agreement is 
close to being reached.

Ten Hag moved ahead 
of  Pochettino after being 

anchester City Mwill pay tribute to 
the i r  a l l - t ime 

leading goalscorer Sergio 
Aguero by unveiling a statue 
of  him outside the Etihad 

K Prime Minister, 

UBoris Johnson has 
sa id  he  does  no t 

believe transgender women 
should compete in female 
events, while a group of  
cyclists have written to the 
International Cycling Union 
(UCI) to rescind the governing 
body's existing regulations on 
transgender participation.

J o h n s o n  m a d e  t h e 
comment during a hospital 
visit, where he was questioned 
ove r  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ' s 
dec i s ion  no t  to  inc lude 
transgender people in the ban 
on  so -ca l l ed  convers ion 
therapy.

“I don't think biological 
males should be competing in 
female spor t ing events,” 
Johnson said in a television 
interview.

“ M a y b e  t h a t ' s  a 
controversial thing to say, but it 
just seems to me to be sensible.

“I also happen to think that 

women should have spaces – 
whether it's in hospitals, prison 
or changing rooms – which are 
dedicated to women.

“That ' s  as  fa r  as  my 
thinking has developed on this 
issue.

“If  that puts me in conflict 
with some others, then we have 
got to work it all out.

“It doesn't mean I'm not 
immensely sympathetic to 
people who want to change 
gender, to transition and it's 
vital  we give people the 
maximum love and support in 

making those decisions.
“These are complex issues 

and they can't be solved with 
one swift ,  easy piece of  
legislation.

“It takes a lot of  thought to 
get this right.”

Jo h n s o n ' s  c o m m e n t s 
follow British Sports Minister 
N ige l  Hudd le s ton ,  who 
claimed last week that sport 
faces a “pivotal time” in 
dealing with transgender 
participation.

Huddleston placed the 
emphasis on governing bodies 
to create criteria that can 
enable athletes to compete 
while ensuring a level playing 
field.

The comments came on a 
day when the UCI ruled that 
British transgender cyclist 
Emily Bridges was ineligible to 
c o m p e t e  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h 
N a t i o n a l  O m n i u m 
Championships.

Stadium next month on the 
10th anniversary of  his goal 
that ended the club's 44-year 
wait for a league title.

City reversed a 2-1 
deficit to beat Queens Park 

Rangers 3-2 on the final day 
of  the 2011-12 season, 
s c o r i n g  t w o  g o a l s  i n 
stoppage time, with Aguero 
netting the winner to clinch 
City's first Premier League 
title.

Aguero scored a club 
record 260 goals in 390 
a p p e a r a n c e s  d u r i n g  a 
decade-long association 
with City, helping them win 
four more Premier League 
trophies, one FA Cup and 
six League Cups.

He left City at the end 
of  last season and joined 
Barcelona on a free transfer 
but the 33-year-old was 
forced to retire from soccer 
in December due to a heart 
condition.

Aguero's statue will be 
unveiled on 13 May as part 
of  City's celebrations to 
mark the 10th anniversary 
of  their first Premier League 
title.

City unveiled statues of  
Aguero's former teammates 
David Silva and Vincent 
Kompany in August.

arcelona are ready give Bup their pursuit of  
Chelsea captain Cesar 

Azpilicueta.
Barca coach, Xavi is a big 

fan of  Azpilicueta and has 
p u s h e d  P r e s i d e n t  Jo a n 
Laporta to bring him to 
Cataluyna this summer.

With his contract running 
down, it was confirmed by 
Blues' manager, Thomas 
Tuchel last week that a 12-
month opt ion had been 
triggered in Azpilicueta's deal.

And Sport says there's 
now an acceptance inside 
Barca that Azpilicueta will 

remain in London.
I n d e e d ,  i t ' s  b e e n 

suggested “with certainty” 
amongst Barca officials that 
the Spain international won't 
be  leaving Chelsea  th is 
summer.

i n t e r v i ewed  by  Uni t ed 
f o o t b a l l  d i r e c t o r  Jo h n 
Murtough and technical 
director Darren Fletcher 
during the international 
break.

United have now spoken 
t o  e v e r y o n e  u n d e r 
consideration for the job – 
and want their new man in 
place to lead their transfer 
business this summer.

It is understood that after 
that first round of  interviews 
– described as both formal 

and informal – they believed 
they had enough information 
to make a decision.

Ten Hag particularly 
impressed Murtough and 
Fletcher with his vision for 
the club – but has faced stiff  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m 
Pochettino, who has the 
backing of  high-level figures, 
including Sir Alex Ferguson.

United are expected to 
have to pay a compensation 
fee of  around £2million to 
Ajax if  Ten Hag takes over.

Sources say the club has 
c o n d u c t e d  a  t h o r o u g h 
recruitment process since Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer was sacked 
in November.

Po c h e t t i n o  wa s  t h e 
favourite to become the next 
permanent manager – and 
would have been given the job 
immediately if  Paris Saint-
Germain had been willing to 
let him go mid-season.

But Ten Hag has since 
emerged as the leading 
candidate – particularly after 
impressing during talks.
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Man United close in on Ten Hag as new manager

Barcelona ready to give
up on Azpilicueta chase

Man City to unveil Aguero statue on 10th
anniversary of title-winning goal

UK Prime Minister claims
transgender athletes should not
compete in women's sport

Ten HagTen HagTen Hag

AzpilicuetaAzpilicuetaAzpilicueta
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Aguero after scoring the winningAguero after scoring the winning
goal against QPRgoal against QPR
Aguero after scoring the winning
goal against QPR


