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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

AFDB Mobilizes Imo, six others with $540m 
for special Agro-industrial Processing Zones

I
t was a show of  derision 
in Owerri, the capital of  
Imo State, on Tuesday, as 

the Minister of  Transport and 
the All Progressive Congress 
(APC), presidential aspirant 
in the forthcoming general 
election, Rt. Hon. Chibuike 
Amaechi, who scheduled 
appointment with some 
selected Imo traditional 
rulers in consultation of  
his presidential bid at the 
Council of  Traditional 
Rulers Secretariat Owerri, 
disappointed the monarchs 

who spent more than ten 
hours waiting in vain for 
him.

The monarchs said that 
they “were left stranded, 
hungry, thirsty, unhappily 
worried, provoked and 
unsatisfied while waiting for 
the Minister of  Transport 
as the Americans waited for 
Godot who never arrived”. 

Some of  the traditional 
rulers who spoke to 
journalists who visited 
the secretariat under 
anonymity, confided that 
they were worried over the 
disappointment, humiliation 

Presidency: How Amaechi disappointed 
Imo traditional rulers

and disgrace meted out 
on them by the Minister 
of  Transport and APC 
Presidential Aspirant in the 
next general election who 
fixed to meet with them at 
their palace in respect to his 
political aspiration, saying 
the absurdity by the Minister 
does not spell good leadership 
example of  him, stressing 
that most politicians have 
always derided monarchs 
who chose to be ridiculed, 
adding that the disrespect 
has become worst in this 
dispensation, calling for 
sanity and absolute regard 

for traditional institutions 
if  the society must be good 
and comfortably driven and 
socially sustaining.

“The disappointment 
was so shameful and the Imo 
State traditional institution 
totally condemn such 
absurdity coming from a high 
profiled politician aspiring to 
the highest political office 
in the country. We ate no 
food, drank no water, had 
no ventilation, only anguish 
and regret greeted us rather. 
I left my palace as early as 9: 
am only to be trapped here 
waiting for “Godot” who 
took us for granted and never 
showed up”, an 80 years old 
monarch retorted.

Abia pensioners 
protest over 2-years 
of non-payment of 
gratuity

P
ensioners in Umuahia, Abia State 
on Wednesday took to the state’s 
government house to protest over 

two years of  non-payment of  gratuity 
and half  payment on previous pay 
received. The pensioners made up 
of  aged men and women came out 
en masse and crowded the entrance 
gate of  the government house singing 
solidarity songs in demand of  their pay.

In the address of  Chief  Emeka 
Okafor, the coordinator of  concerned 
Abia pensioners to the state’s SSG and 
Commissioner for finance present to 
respond to the protesting pensioners 
said they have submitted their 
grievances which is well detailed in the 
document.

He applauded how they were paid 
pension regularly in the past. He also 
said some pensioners weren’t able 
to join the protest due to their health 
challenges.

In his words: “We want to 
solicit your able leadership to pay 
the pensioners. The whole of  2018, 
no payment, the whole of  2019, no 
payment. Recently they paid two or four 
months, one-quarter or half  paid. So I 
don’t know where we are heading to. 
We have our children in the university. 
We are retired and don’t have any other 
work to do.”

Chief  Okafor also listed 
harmonization of  pension, no payment 
of  gratuity and others as their demands.

“Please we are asking the 
government to help us.” Chief  Emeka 
Okafor submitted.

Addressing the pensioners was the 
Abia state commissioner for finance, 
Hon. Aham Uko. He said he is 
personally touched with the condition 
of  the pensioners and explained that 
there’s an economic downturn amongst 
other issues.

In his own words: “Honestly there’s 
economic downturn, you all know my 
relationship with you people, am not 
going to deceive you people, we have 
economic downturn as a nation that we 
have been grabbling with”.

The commissioner also asserted 
that “we are in a political era and 
opposition party can take advantage of  
their genuine protest”.

“You know this political era and 
some political opponent can also send 
machinery but we don’t want to get 
into that. ” Hon Aham said.

Hon. Aham also wished the 
executives of  the protesting pensioners 
were on ground to testify that they have 
been discussing with them on the effort 
made so far.

The commissioner for finance also 
said after careful scrutiny of  the payroll 
of  the Abia pensioners, he spotted 
some descripancy.

“After consciously looking into 
the payroll of  pensioners I detected 
with support of  the executives of  the 
pensioners. For local government, 
we detected irregular pensioners of  
4,422 names that are not supposed to 
be pensioners but they are there. Ask 
your executives, with their support, we 
extracted those names.” Hon. Aham 
revealed.

He also pleaded for their 
cooperation so that the genuine people 
will be paid.

“The gratuity attached to that 4,422 
names is over six billion naira. So we 
have to make sure that we remove the 
names of  those fake pensioners that is 
not genuine. It takes time to find out 
and we can’t keep paying gratuity to 
those that are not pensioners. So haven 
concluded that exercise, we want to 
make sure that at least on regular basis, 
you get something. We have removed all 
those irregular names.” Hon. Aham said.

Hon. Aham also added that 
some of  the pensioners have started 
getting their pay since yesterday, 

Atuma: Abia is under control of political 
buccaneers, 2023 is year for liberation

A 
former Federal 
lawmaker who 
r e p r e s e n t e d 

Ikwuano-Umuahia Federal 
Constituency in the House of  
Representatives, Chief  Emeka 
Atuma has said that 2023 is 
a year to rescue Abia State 
from leaders he described 
as political buccaneers who 
hijacked power in the state.

The fomer lawmaker made 
this comment while answering 
questions from journalists at 
Camp Neya, the palatial home 
of  Senator Orji Uzor-Kalu, 
in Igbere town, Bende Local 
Government Area of  Abia State 
shortly after coming to inform 
Kalu of  his intention to run for 
governorship seat in Abia.

Atuma, a 2023 
governorship aspirant 
under the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) said that 
it is very disturbing to him 
that whenever there is an 
assessment for states in 
Nigeria, Abia always comes 
last.

He said that the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
failed Abia to the point that 
only Abia North Senatorial 
Zone represented by Orji 
Uzor-Kalu is the only part 

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

...monarchs describe act as derision

of  the state functioning and 
witnessing infrastructural 
development.

“Abia is at her lowest. 
Nothing is working here. 
People are going on strike 
and it makes no sense to the 
Governor. Government has 
been actually hijackers by 
Political buccaneers who are 
not actually doing the right 
thing,” he said.

Atuma also said that the 
much talked about agreement 
of  power rotation among the 
three Senatorial Zone in the 
state is huge deceit meant to 
deceive people who are not 
aware of  the past.

“There’s no convention 
or any written thing that 
there’s power rotation in 
Abia State. There’s no 
agreement. At no time have 
Abia sat in any gathering 
that I know of  and agreed 
that power should shift from 
one place or the other. 

“However, when 
Orji Uzor-Kalu became 
Governor, he didn’t become 
Governor on the premise of  
coming from Abia North. 
Nobody allowed him to be 
Governor because of  where 
he comes from. It was an 
election that was strongly 
contested between him and 
Vincent Ogbulafor. 

“The PDP then where 
I was narrowly escaped 
defeat because the margin 
of  winning wasn’t too much. 
He became Governor in his 
own capacity, he stood as a 
man, contested and won. It 
wasn’t based on coming from 
Abia North. 

“When Theodore Orji 
became Governor it wasn’t 
based on zoning. It was 
based on strength. In 2007 
we had men like Okezie 
Orji from Obingwa who also 
contested then. All of  us also 
contested but he won based 
on strength. 

“Don’t get deceived by 
anybody telling you about 
zoning. More so, the stay 
at which Abia has found 
herself, we’re no longer 
talking about zoning. It does 
appear that zoning promotes 
mediocrity. 

“This is a time we’re 
talking about capacity. It’s 
a time we’re talking about 
preparedness to take Abia 
to the next level. If  we 
reduce governance based on 
where the Governor comes 
from, it’ll be doing Abia a 
disservice.”

Atuma said he is coming 
up with a vision to transform 
Abia, as he is not been 
instituted as a Governor and 
has positive plans for the 
state. 

“This is my second shot 
in the journey of  becomingly 
Governor of  Abia State. This 
is not my first trial. I tried 
in 2007 which is 15 years 
ago and it turned out the 
way it turned out. I’ve been 
preparing for this day. 

“My desire to contest for 
Abia governorship seat is as 
a result of  the deterioration 
of  the state and the level 
at which we have gone in 
development among other 
states in the South East and 
generality of  Nigeria.

“If  I don’t take steps and 
actions of  addressing such 
issues in my generation, it’ll 
not be fair to my person. 
I’m supremely qualified; 
I’m prepared to contest and 
win not to grandstand. The 
contest is actually a contest 
that’s to win. 

However, Amaechi who 
eventually showed up to Imo 
State, drove straight from 
Imo Airport to the APC State 
Secretariat to meet exhausted, 
hungry and patiently waiting 
APC leaders and supporters 
who he apologized to for 
coming very late, even as he 
urged them for their support 
to enable him scale through.

Prior to Amaechi’s 
arrival, some APC leaders 
who did not want their names 
in print, commented that they 
regret their long stay at the 
APC State Secretariat having 
made it to the meeting venue 
before ten o’clock, urging the 
Apex Leaders of  the party to 
be very cautious of  time, as 
well as have regard for those 
under them or who they lead 
to continue to forge ahead 
and win elections.

It was reliably learnt that 
many of  the APC leaders in 
the South East who emptied 
into Owerri to meet with the 
Presidential Aspirant, Rotimi 
Amaechi, slept in Hotels with 
some of  them hitting the roads 
to their various destinations 
at the odd hours without any 
security personnel escorting 
them.

Efforts made to reach 
the Chairman, Imo State 
Traditional Institution, 
HRM, Eze E.C. Okeke, was 
unsuccessful.

Anambra deputy 
governor, Ibezim 
extols FRSC on road 
traffic management

Mr Adeoye Irelewuyi paid 
him a courtesy visit at the 
Government House, Awka.

The Deputy Governor 
who said that traffic 
management is part 
of  the Anambra State 
government’s plan during 
the One hundred days in 
office, for free flow of  traffic, 
assured the command of  the 
state government’s support 
to the Corps.

The Deputy Governor 
who thanked FRSC for the 
visit sympathized with the 
Corps on the loss of  some 
of  their operatives who were 
shot by unknown gunmen 
recently and also promised 
to visit those hospitalized 
after the incidents.

Earlier the Sector 
Commander Mr Irelewuyi 
congratulated the Deputy 
Governor on his election 
and reminded him of  the 
inauguration of  the State 
Road Safety Advisory 
Council SARSAS to enable 
the Technical Working 
Group to begin work, 
adding that the organization 
is usually headed by the 
Deputy Governor of  each 
State.

He commended the 
present administration on its 
intervention on the roads.

Abia is in the worst state at 
the moment in the hands of  the 
PDP. I’m very confident that 
Abians are prepared to make a 
change. “Also, the enactment of  
the 2022 electoral act will make 
every victory a result of  your 
preparation and popularity. 
I’m standing for this election 
primarily to redeem Abia. A 
new Abia is to be born.

A
nambra State 
Deputy Governor, 
Dr Onyekachukwu 

Ibezim has commended 
the efforts of  the Federal 
Road Safety Corps, FRSC 
in Anambra towards road 
traffic management.

Dr Ibezim made the 
commendation when the 
Anambra State Sector 
Commander of  FRSC, 

F
ollowing the partnership 
with Nigerian 
Government for the 

pilot phase of  the Special 
Agro-Industrial Processing 
Zones to be located in Imo 
State and other six States, the 
African Development Bank 
(AfDB) mobilizes $540m for 
the project.

Speaking after his meeting 
with President Muhammadu 
Buhari at State House Abuja, 
Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, 
the President of  the Bank 
disclosed that: “The African 
Development Bank has 
approved a total of  $210 million 
while the Islamic Development 
Bank and the International 

Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) have 
approved $170 million and $160 
million respectively, towards the 
program.”

Recall that early this year, 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
participated, as a focal 
Governor, in the signing of  
partnership deed with the 
Bank for the program.

The program which 
aims to combat the rising 
global food insecurity, would 
greatly position Imo State 
in the circuit of  economies 
proffering solutions to the 
food crisis, while creating 
employment opportunities for 
Ndi Imo.

By Ikenna Orioha

...Faults clamour for zoning in Abia, says it promotes mediocrity

stating that he has been 
on it. He also faulted the 
challenge of  network issues 
to interconnect with other 
banks.

“Between now and 
Friday you will be receiving 
your alert”. Hon Aham 
assured.

The pensioners also 
responded by asking chorus 
question on if  they should 
expect full or half  payment 
judging from what they 
claimed to be paid a while 
ago.

“We are making effort to 
see that each and every one 
of  you gets something at the 
end of  the month regardless 
of  the situation we have in 
the country today.” Hon 
Aham responded.
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Be careful, Monday sit at home 
is a must, Soludo warned

T
he Monday sit-at-home in the Southeast 
by the Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) has continued to bite harder 

on residents despite the group denying 
responsibility for it.

Banks, markets, shops and commercial 
activities remained grounded in Anambra 
State as streets became playing fields for 
children.

Some members of  the group also 
threatened to make the state ungovernable for 
Governor Chukwuma Soludo.

They claimed that the Governor has come 
to challenge them, thinking he has what it 
takes to stop their movement.

But the spokesman for the group, Emma 
Powerful, said those dishing out those threats 
were not members of  IPOB but miscreants 
hiding under the group to cause problems in 
Anambra and Southeast.

It was contained in a statement made 
available to News echo in Anambra.

He warned that those issuing such threats 
would soon have themselves to blame, adding 
that IPOB was not responsible for the killings 
in Anambra.

Nnewi, Onitsha and Ekwulobia residents 
stayed indoors for fear of  being attacked by 
gunmen on Monday for the last time stay 
away from our affairs and stay at home.

64,301 pupils benefit from FG’s 
feeding programme in Ebonyi 

18 NYSC Corps members 
to repeat service year in 
Ebonyi for absconding

Gunmen attack bullion van in Imo

A 
total of  64,301 
pupils have 
benefited from 

federal government feeding 
programme in Ebonyi State 
since 2019 the state queued 
into the programme.

In the feeding 
programme, 20,000 
utensils were donated by 
the federal government for 
the state with 762 cooks 
participating for it in the 
state. 561 schools across 
the state are participating 
in the feeding programme.

Handing over the 
utensils to the beneficiaries 
of  the National Home-
Grown School Feeding 
Programme in the 
state, the Minister of  
Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management 
and Social Development, 
Sadiya Umar Farouq 
who was represented by 
her Special Assistant on 
Administration, Kingsley 
Ngene, described the school 
feeding programme as one 
of  the 4 key interventions 
of  the Federal Government 
under the National Social 
Investment Programme 
which seeks to boost school 
enrollment, nutrition and 
local economic activities in 
thousands of  communities 
across the Nation. 

“This programme at its 
core, is designed to address 

2023: Group appeals to Nigerians to 
consider South East’s presidency demand 

A 
group known as 
Igbo Reawakening 
Forum (IRF) has 

appealed to Nigerians to 
consider Igboman of  south 
east for the president of  the 
country.

The group made the 
appeal, shortly after its 
executive meeting held 
in Awka Anambra state 
capital, on Tuesday.

 It said that it is the turn 
of  South East to produce 
president of  the country 
and urged other ethnic 
groups  to support the 
move for a better Nigeria.  
The Chairman, Board of  
Trustees of  IRF, Dr.  Nkwo 
Nnabuchi who spoke to 
journalists urged Nigerians 
to listen and consider the 
persuasions and arguments 
of  Ndi Igbo that it is their 
turn to produce the next of  
the country.

“The Nigeria civil war 
ended in 1970, 52 years 
today. The Igboman from 
south east geopolitical 
zone has not been 
considered worthy enough 
to be the president of  the 
country. We the Igbo, we 
consider it proper and 

appropriate that Nigeria 
needs us, just like we need 
Nigeria. Our people are 
found in every part of  the 
country. We have over four 
millions Igbo in Lagos, 
more than three millions 
in Kano and they are 
scattered everywhere in the 
country. We are part and 
parcel of  the country. We 
consider it appropriate and 
equitable that we should 
be considered for the 
presidency of  Nigeria.

We believe in one united 
Nigeria that is anchored on 
justice,fairness and equity 
“ he said.

Nnabuchi who was the 
former Commissioner for 
Works in Anambra state 
said that despite the fact 
that Igbo were defeated in 
the war,they  still believe 
in  one united Nigeria and 
live and work towards the  
unity ,development and 
progress of  the country  .

On whether the group 
has any party or person 
in mind, he said what 
they want is a President 
of  Nigeria from Igbo 
extraction in the south 
East.

“We are talking about 
an Igboman of  south 
east extraction becoming 

president of  Nigeria with 
or without party. There are 
alot of  qualified persons 
in the zone to occupy the 
position.

The north, South, West 
and others have had their 
slots; it is our turn this 
time “he said.

On issues of  insecurity 
in the South east, he said 
that Nigeria has security 
challenges everywhere and 
not peculiar to eastern part 

alone. “There is insecurity 
in the north east, insecurity 
in south west, south -south, 
Lagos and everywhere in 
the country. Even in the 
president state katsina, 
there is insecurity. Abuja 
too has security challenges. 
Security cannot be reason 
deny the Igbo the right to 
produce president of  the 
country” he stated 

He also stated that, the 
Igbo have strong confident 

Karen James, 
Nnewi  

poverty in all its forms and 
is a collaboration between 
the Federal Government 
and State Government, 
where the Federal 
Government is responsible 
for the release of  funds, 
guidelines policies, and 
monitoring, while the State 
carries out the day-to-day 
implementation including 
procurement of  food items, 
selection of  cooks and 
vendors who prepare, cook 
and serve the meals to the 
pupils. 

“The benefits of  this 
programme and its impact 
on the lives and livelihood 
of  individuals, groups and 
communities are clear, 
evident and undeniable. 
While addressing cross 
cutting issues of  Hunger, 
Malnutrition and Poverty, 
we have, thus, far recorded 
over 9 million pupils on 
the programme being fed 
by over 100,000 Cooks. 
Employment is being 
created within the school 
feeding ecosystem in 

sectors of  transportation 
and manufacturing. 

“Today, we are pleased 
to inform you that we have 
commenced deployment 
of  interventions within 
the National Home-
Grown School Feeding 
Programme that will help 
resolve the identified gaps 
including a nationwide 
enumeration exercise with 
the objective of  verifying 
the existing data, upgrading 
the quality of  data, and 
updating our records to 

accommodate the scaling 
up of  the programme with 
an additional 5 million 
beneficiaries as directed by 
Mr. President”, he said.

The State 
Commissioner for Human 
Capital Development, 
Mrs. Ann Aligwe in her 
remarks said the feeding 
programme has reduced 
school drop out in the state 
and commended the federal 
government for initiating 
the programme.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

A 
total of  eighteen members of  the 
National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) Batch ‘A’ Stream II in 

Ebonyi State will repeat the service year.
The state Co-ordinator of  NYSC in 

Ebonyi Mrs Bamai Dawuda  who disclosed 
this  during the passing-out parade ceremony 
of  Batch A Stream II at Pa Oruta Ngele 
Township Stadium Abakaliki stated that ten 
of  the sanctioned corps members are female 
while eight are male 

She said that another 25 Corps members 
will serve extension of  service ranging from 
one to our months.

Their offences, she said, range from 
abscondment from service to unauthorized 
journeys and other miscellaneous offences.

Mrs Bamai charged the passing-out 
Corps members to keep the flag of  NYSC 
flying in their characters and comportment.

She said: “Some of  the Corps members 
did not live up to expectation and will be 
punished in accordance with the NYSC bye 
laws”  

“To that effect, eighteen, eight male and 
ten female will repeat the whole service 
year while twenty five, thirteen male and 
twelve female will serve extension of  service 
ranging from one to four months on half  
pay”.

“I strongly believe that this should serve 
as a deterrent to the 2021Bath B and C 
Corps members still on ground, who should 
learn a lesson from this”, she added.

Governor, David Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State who congratulated the Corps 
members commended them for impacting 
positively on pupils, students and their host 
communities.

He charged them to remain steadfast in 
their commitment to the cause of  nation 
building.

The governor who was represented by 
the Commissioner for Youth and Sports, 
Charles Akpuenika urged Corps members 
to participate in the 2023 electoral process.

“As much as I encourage you to 
participate actively, let the peace and unity of  
the nation, fair play as well as discipline, be 
your watch words and guiding principles”.

“As change agents, and ambassadors of  
the NYSC scheme, I charge you to be part 
of  history by striving to build a nation that is 
peaceful, genuinely united and economically 
viable”, he said.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

in God for the struggle 
because only  He knew 
how to give Power to 
people .

Others present at the 
forum’s meeting were 
Chief  Uche Ufearoh, 
Chairman of  National 
working committee 
(NWC) Mr Nduka Aguofia 
, the Secretary of  BoT, Dr 
Ejike Ogoegbunam; and 
Lady Dominica Igwulume.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

I
mo state received news 
of  Gun men attack on 
Thursday, this time in 

Mbiaise where a bullion van 
was attackd at Ogbor-Nguru 
in the Aboh Mbaise Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State.

News Echo gathered that 
the gunmen thought the 
bullion van was still ladened 
with cash but unfortunately 
had offloaded the cash at 
one of  the new generational 
banks in Mbaise before 
setting out for Owerri, the 
state capital.

News Echo spoke with 
an eye witness who sought
for anonymity disclosed 
that the gunmen attacked 
their target at the General 
Hospital at Ahiara junction 

in Mbaise.
He said that the 

attackers shot at the van 
continuously but the driver 
was courageous enough to 
keep moving.

According to the 
eyewitness, the bullion van 
somersaulted after the driver 
kept judging the gunmen.

He said, “The gunmen 
intercepted the bullion van 
at the Hospital junction, 
Mbaise, but the driver was 
courageous enough to keep 
moving. They went after 
him and kept shooting. 
Everybody scampered 
for safety. The van later 
somersaulted but the armed 
robbers ran away. No life 
was lost. No money was 
lost. The driver survived 

with a bank official and 
police escort.

“The police have arrived 
the scene and taken over. But 
economic and commercial 
activities had come to an 
abrupt end because of  fear. 
The panic was much.”

 The spokesperson 
for the Police in the 
state, Micheal Abattam, 
confirmed the attack in a 
brief  statement.

He wrote, “Sketchy 
information revealed 
that the bullion van was 
returning after delivering 
money and was attacked 
by hoodlums. The driver on 
noticing it tried to escape, 
unfortunately his vehicle 
capsized (somersaulted). No 
money was carted away.”

Hon. Chief Silas. O. EGBE and his Lolo flanked by the Rev. Fr. Emma Okoro(R) and
Rev. Fr. Theophilus Okafor(L)after receiving a prestigious award of “Noble Son” of
St. Christopher’s Catholic Church, Umuluwe Ajirija in Umuduru Autonomous on the

2022, Easter Sunday   
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Editorial

Linking NIN registration to 
telecom networks spelling 
more economic woes 

T
elecommunication companies have 
reportedly lost about N75.78bn as 
subscribers struggle to link their 

National Identification Number to the 
Subscriber Identity Module, barely 22 days 
after the Federal Government directed 
telecom companies in the country, to 
bar defaulting consumers from making 
outgoing calls.

It could be recalled that, the Federal 
Government on April 4, directed 
Telecommunication companies operating 
in Nigeria to restrict outgoing calls on all 
lines that had not linked their SIMs to 
NINs after the deadline for the verification 
exercise expired on March 31.

As a result, about 72.77 million active 
telecom subscribers were barred from 
making calls on their SIMs. 

Voice call is the major source of revenue 
for telecom companies. In 2021, MTN 
made N819.74bn from voice revenue, 
while Airtel made N397.91bn from voice.

According to the Association of 
Telecommunications Companies of 
Nigeria, the industry Average Revenue per 
User was N1, 420 in 2020. This translates 
to about N1, 041.33 per subscriber in 22 
days.

According to the statement announcing 
the directive, subscribers whose lines are 
restricted can have them unrestricted once 
they link their SIMs to their NINs.

Meanwhile, sources in the telecom 
industry have said the process has not 
been seamless and that it is also impacting 
telcos’ revenue stream.

Very unfortunately, the crises situation 
is worse in rural areas, as more businesses, 
which rely on mobile, are gradually on the 
verge of collapsing because of the directive

Barely, a week ago, the Federal 
Government attributed the delay in 
issuance of international passports to the 
rare but sudden breakdown of the NIMC 
server. Minister of Interior, Ogbeni 
Abdulrauf Aregbesola, disclosed that the 
breakdown of the NIMC server has made 
validation of passport applicants’ biodata 
impossible, adding that discrepancies in 
names of citizens on their passports and 
NIN also add to the problem.

“We are not the ones holding your 
passports and preventing you from 
travelling. The problem is the inability to 
link your biodata with your NIN. That is 
beyond our control. Why could this be? 
The server of NIMC might be down, it 
rarely happens, but it does happen.

“Another problem is the applications 
themselves. Individuals shouldn’t be 

bearing different names on their NIN 
and passports. It won’t be a seamless 
integration. There shouldn’t be a mix up 
of middle names in place of first names 
and vice versa, as it is on your NIMC, 
so it should appear on your passport. 
These little things conspire against speedy 
processing of passports,” Aregbesola said.

Recall also, that the NIMC Act 
was enacted by the Nigerian National 
Assembly in 2007 following Great Britain’s 
Identity Cards Act 2006 which was part 
of Britain’s approved counter terrorism 
initiative by then-Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, in response to the September 11 
attacks in 2001. By virtue of the Identity 
Documents Act 2010 of Great Britain, on 
21 January 2011, the Identity Cards Act 
2006 was repealed, the National Identity 
Register (NIR), destroyed and the identity 
cards were invalidated with no refunds to 
purchaser because the Identity Card was 
not preventing crime as argued and more 
importantly because of the government’s 
preference to the freedom of its citizens.

In pushing for the scrapping of the 
identity card , Home Secretary, Theresa 
May said,‘This bill is a first step of many 
that this government is taking to reduce 
the control of the state over decent, law-
abiding people and hand power back to 
them.

“By taking swift action to scrap it, we 
are making it clear that this government 
won’t sacrifice people’s liberty for the sake 
of Ministers’pet projects.

Home Secretary Theresa 
May‘emphasized further that ‘Cancelling 
the scheme and abolishing the National 
Identity Register is a major step in 
dismantling the surveillance state– but ID 
cards are just the tip of the iceberg.

Nigerians are therefore questioning 
the gains of the entire exercise which the 
government hinged on improved security 
through digital surveillance of terrorism 
and other criminal acts. Terrorism has 
not abated as Nigerians watch kidnappers 
using Sim cards to negotiate and obtain 
ransoms with impunity. Other criminals 
also coordinate their activities in the 
telecoms space with government apparatus 
reacting only after the commission of 
crimes. Proactive digital surveillance 
would have nipped crimes in the bud.

In the midst of this stark digital 
surveillance failure, the hapless and 
harmless telecoms subscriber at the lower 
rungs of society would wonder why they 
are being unduly punished.



Analysis
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2023: Battle for government house Umuahia, 
the contestants and the pretenders

A
bia has not been very 
lucky with quality 
political leadership, since 

her creation.
The first elected governor, 

of  the state in the person of  
Dr. Ogbonnaya regime after 20 
months. After his administration 
came that of  Chief  Orji Onu, 
was still on the drawing board 
when the military terminated his 
Uzor Kalu in May 29, 1999 and 
he held power for eight years, 
two tenures.

For eight long years, OUK 
held sway as the political 
head and leader of  ministries 
operated in temporary or rented 
buildings. To my mind, that is 
During his regime God’s own 
state was blessed reasonably in 
the areas T.A. Orji, the Ibeku 
born seasoned civil servant 
turned politician. Governance in 
Abia State, and yet government 
House Abia State and a clear 
case of  vision cum direction 
less administration. After 
Ouk came of  infrastructural 
development, under him Abia 
State Government built a 
befitting secretariat for the state 
Civil Servants. The judiciary 
was not level. His world “I am 
a paradigm shift, age is on my 
side, I am 47 advance stage of  
completion, when he handed 
over to Dr. Okezie Victor 
Ikpeazu, who in an interview 
with me promised to take Abia 
to the next years, I think though 
issues and I am ready if  elected 
to work with left out, as the 
administration also built modern 
courts of  different categories. 
International conference centre, 
a new government was at people 
of  like minds to make Abia 
greater than it is now”.

I have pain-staking followed 
trend of  things since the election 
of  Okezie Ikpeazu, as the 
governor of  Abia, State to see 
the fulfillment of  his promise but 
to no avail. It is really painful, to 
note that Okezie Ikpeazu could 
not write his name in gold in any 
sector of  Abia State.

City infrastructural 
development, one had rightly 
hoped that Aba, his home town 
will never be the same after his 8 
years. But regrettably at this tail 
end of  his 7th year, Aba is still 
the old Aba that it used to be. 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s impact on Aba 
is way below 25percent of  what 
was expected so far.

During the days of  Dr. 
Ngozi Okonji Iweala as 
Finance Minister Federal team’s 

ineraction with journalist, they 
delightfully acknowledged that 
Aba is the town with the least 
record of  unemployment in 
Africa. They Africa if  supported 
with appropriate government 
policies and required 

Republic of  Nigeria, she came 
to Aba on a fact finding tour, 
during the further disclosed that 
cottage industries were found 
virtually on every infrastructure. I 
doubt if  there’s any magic Okezie 
Ikpeazu can do in street in Aba. 
A development that could make 
Aba industrial giant in the next 
one year?

Having said that all good 
minded Abians, who desire good 
governance in minds that the 
contestant they vote for must 
be one with capacity to Abia, 
should put on their thinking cap. 
It is time now for parties to select 
during their party primaries; 
they must have it at the back of  
their flag bearers so starting with 
Abians who will vote as delegates 
deliver democracy dividends to 
the people of  Abia and residents.

I have been studying carefully, 
the caliber of  persons who have 
declared their interest to stand 
for election to the office of  the 

initiated by T. A. Orji, as a way 
of  putting him on his toes. 

He never did for eight long 
years. For almost seven years 
now, he has been the Deputy 
Governor of  Abia State, is not on 
record that he has ever voiced his 
opposition to the directionless 
administration of  Okezie 
Ikpeazu –as a way of  making 
an effort to save their boat from 
hitting work for the interests of  
the Cabals and not the people, 
and the people the rock. To my 
mind, he is a man of  the system, 
and he will always is the state.

Distinguish Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, under 
Orji Uzor Kalu manifested the 
extra leadership quality in him, 
when he differed with Ouk on 
some of  his negative policies 
and programmes. It earned 
him fraudulent impeachment, 
which of  course was later and 
appropriately vacated by the 
court. Since his days in the 
Senate, he has left nobody in 
doubt about his strong desire to 
ensure good governance at the 
federal level. 

He waste no time, to show 
his detest for any programme or 
policy that millions of  Nigerians 
quest that he should declared to 
run for office of  the is not for 
the best interest of  the governed. 
President, Federal Republic of  
Nigeria.

I want to believe, that his 
joining the Abia guber race, must 
be in line with the saying that 
charity begins at home. Abians 
should give Senator Enyinnaya 
Abaribe their mandate, he will 
deliver. He is our own Peter Obi. 
God bless Abians.

governor Abia State.
For better understanding let 

me list my record of  aspirants so 
far.
1. Sam Ohuabunwa
2. Senator Enyinnaya Abaribe 
3. Dr. Alex Ohi
4. Paul Ekonne
5. Senator Emma Nwaka
6. Chikwe Udensi
7. Bishop Sunday Onuoha
10. Sir Ude Okochukwu
8. Prof. Greg Ibeh
9. Prof. Uche Ikonne
11. Enyi Nwafor.

My list is one man short the 
number of  the apostles of  Christ 
Jesus. The critical question to ask 
now is, do we have a man who 
can do the  job? In this list. To 
answer this question you must be 
free from all forms of  bias and 
sentiments. Your answer must 
not be attached to political party 
consideration neither should it be 
based on zoning consideration. 
Hold your peace, in the above 
list I found many pretenders 
than group, working to ensure 
the emergence of  our own 
Peter Obi, who in contenders. 
Therefore, if  you wish Abia 
well, and wish to be part of  the 
next eight years, will leave no 

Oko Chukwu Otti

Paul Ikonne

Onuoha

debt, but hundreds of  millions 
in local and foreign currencies 
for his successor to work with 
Then, you must close  your eyes 
to political party and zoning 
sentiments desire to do it right all 
the time!. Not a compromise, not 
a man whose see no outstanding 
leadership quality in him. Ude 
Oko Chukwu, the enthroned by 
political lords. Abia now needs 
a man who will be willing to 
emergence is on the bases of  
political settlement. Not a man 
who is making. Do the biddings 
of  the Abia electorate and the 
general public.

I will highlight the public 
record of  two or three of  the few 
contenders/aspirants in the list to 
throw more light on the point I 
am making.

Prof. Uche Ikonne, was 
vice chancellor of  Abia State 
University, to the best of  my 
knowledge he left the University 
worse than he metit, so I see no 
outstanding leadership quality 
in him. Ude Oko Chukwu, the 
present deputy governor, was 
speaker Abia State house of  
Assembly for eight years at no 
time did he stick out his neck 
faulting any policy or programme 

Abaribe

By Chris Dimgba

Nwaka

Nwafor Ibe Udensi

Uche Ikonne Ohuabunwa



he UN chief  called war T“an absurdity” during 
a  vis i t  to  Ukraine 

Thursday a f ter  Br usse l s 
warned Russia it will not 
waver in its support for Kyiv 
following Russia's decision to 
cut gas supplies to Bulgaria 
and Poland. 

UN Secretary-General, 
Antonio Gutierrez called war 
“an absurdity in (the) 21st 
c e n t u r y ”  a s  h e  v i s i t e d 
Borodianka outside Kyiv, the 
scene of  alleged civilian 

weden's central bank 

Son Thursday raised its 
key interest rate from 

zero to 0.25 percent to 
counter soaring inflation 
linked to the Ukraine war 
and the Covid pandemic.

It was the first time the 
rate was in positive territory 
since September 2014 and 
came ahead of  schedule, 
with the Riksbank's most 
recent assessment from 
February forecasting a rise 
in the second half  of  2024.

“The forecast is that the 
repo rate will be raised a 
further two to three times 
t h i s  ye a r  a n d  w i l l  b e 
somewhat below 2 percent 
at the end of  the three-year 
forecast period”, the central 
bank said in a statement.

The global economy was 
still being affected by “major 
disruptions” caused by the 
Covid pandemic, and more 
recently Russia's invasion of  
Ukraine, the bank said.

G l o b a l  e c o n o m i c 
activity was “nevertheless 
judged to remain good”, the 

Riksbank added.
But high international 

commodity and shipping 
prices were expected to lead 
t o  h i g h  i n c r e a s e s  i n 
consumer prices “for some 
time yet”.

While monetary policy 
cannot affect that, “the 

Riksbank can conduct 
m o n e t a r y  p o l i c y  t o 
counteract the high inflation 
becoming entrenched in 
price-sett ing and wage 
formation, and ensure that 
inflation returns to target 
after some time”. 

Sweden's CPIF inflation 
(consumer price index with 
a fixed interest rate), which 
the Riksbank uses as its 

t a rge t  va r iab le  fo r  i t s 
inflation target of  2 percent, 
was 6.1 percent in March.

The bank forecast CPIF 
would tick in at 5.5 percent 
for 2022, before dropping to 
3.3 percent in 2023 and 2.0 
percent in 2024.

The bank “is prepared to 
raise the repo rate faster if  
need to ensure that inflation 
returns to the target”, it said.

Ukraine, they will face a 
“lightning-fast” military 
response.

“We have all the tools for 
this, that no one else can 
boast of  having,” the Russian 
leader  to ld  lawmakers, 
i m p l i c i t ly  r e f e r r i n g  t o 
Moscow's ballistic missiles 
and nuclear arsenal.

“We won't boast about it: 
we'll use them, if  needed,” he 
said. 

The dire threats came as 
Moscow claimed to have 
carried out a missile strike in 

southern Ukraine to destroy a 
“large batch” of  Western-
supplied weapons.

As the war, which has 
already claimed thousands of  
lives, entered its third month, 
Kyiv conceded that Russian 
forces had made gains in the 
east.

R u s s i a ' s  m i l i t a r y 
offensive saw it capture a 
string of  villages in the 
Donbas region, now the focus 
of  its invasion.

And in its economic 
standoff  with the West, 

Moscow cut off  gas supplies 
to Bulgaria and Poland, two 
EU and NATO members 
backing Ukraine in the 
conflict.

However, Ursula von der 
Leyen, the president of  the 
European Commission, said 
Poland and Bulgaria are now 
receiving gas from their EU 
neighbours.

S h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
announcement by Russia's 
state energy giant Gazprom 
as “another provocation from 
the Kremlin”.

“It comes as no surprise 
that the Kremlin uses fossil 
fuels to try to blackmail us… 
O u r  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  b e 

ussia on Thursday Rraised the alarm over 
“acts of  terrorism” in 

Moldova's Moscow-backed 
b r e a k a w a y  r e g i o n  o f  
Transnistria after separatist 
authorities reported several 
attacks there this week. 

“We are alarmed by the 
escalation of  tensions in 
Transnistria,” foreign ministry 
s p o k e s w o m a n  M a r i a 
Zakharova said during her 
weekly briefing, pointing to 
reports of  shootings and 
explosions. 

“We regard these actions 
as acts of  terrorism aimed at 
destabilising the situation in 
the region and expect  a 
thorough  and  ob j ec t ive 
investigation,” Zakharova 
added.

She said Russia “strongly 
c o n d e m n s ”  a t t e m p t s  t o 
involve Transnistria in the 
conf l ict  in neighbouring 
Ukraine, where Moscow has 
been conducting a military 
operation for more than two 
months.

Zakharova also dismissed 
a “sensational statement” 
from Ukraine about Russian 
p e a c e k e e p e r s  a n d 
Transnis tr ian conscr ipts 
preparing “for some offensive 
actions”. 

The separatist region 
b o r d e r i n g  U k r a i n e  h a s 
reported explosions hitting the 
security ministry, a military 
unit and a Russian-owned 
radio tower as well as shots 
fired at a village housing a 
Russian arms depot.

The  se l f -p roc la imed 
republ ic  of  Transnistr ia 
seceded from Moldova in 1992 
a f t e r  a  b r i e f  w a r  w i t h 
Chisinau. Around 1,500 
Russian soldiers have been 
based there ever since.

Fears of  destabilisation in 
the region grew after a Russian 
general said the Kremlin's 
offensive aimed to create a 
l a n d  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h 
s o u t h e r n  U k r a i n e  t o 
Transnistria.

Kyiv has accused Russia 
of  wanting to destabilise the 
region to create a pretext for a 
military intervention.

immedia te,  un i ted  and 
coordinated.

“ B o t h  P o l a n d  a n d 
Bulgaria are now receiving 
g a s  f r o m  t h e i r  E U 
neighbours,” she said. “The 
era of  Russian fossil fuels in 
Europe will come to an end.”

European powers have 
imposed massive sanctions 
on Russia since Putin's 
invasion, while shipping 
w e a p o n s  t o  U k r a i n e ' s 
defenders.

But they have moved 
slowly on hitting Moscow's 
vast exports, with many EU 
m e m b e r s  —  n o t a b l y 
industrial giant Germany — 
reliant on Russian energy.

Putin has intensified 
pressure by insisting on 
payments for gas in rubles — 
hoping to force his foes to 
prop up his currency.

Gazprom announced the 
halt of  gas to both Poland and 
highly dependent Bulgaria, 
saying it had not received 
payment in rubles from the 
two EU members. 

But von der Leyen said 
that “about 97 percent” of  all 
EU contracts  expl ic i t ly 
stipulate payments in euros 
or dollars — and warned 
importing firms paying in 
r u b l e s  w o u l d  b r e a c h 
sanctions.

T h e  E u r o p e a n 
Commission sought to lend 
Kyiv economic support by 
proposing a suspension of  
import duties on Ukrainian 
goods, though the idea still 
needs to be approved in a vote 
by the bloc's 27 members.

Zelensky welcomed the 
plan, saying Russia was 
“trying to provoke a global 
price crisis” and stir “chaos” 
in the world's food market.

killings by Russian forces.
Guterres will later meet 

Ukrainian leader, Volodymyr 
Zelensky on the visit, which 
follows talks with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow. 

Guterres is also expected 
to visit Bucha and Irpin, sites 
of  further alleged Russian war 
crimes.

Putin has said that if  
Western forces, which are 
supplying increasingly heavy 
weaponry to Kyiv, intervene in 
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Foreign News  

UN Chief in Ukraine after EU-Russia gas row

Sweden hikes interest rate to 0.25% to
counter inflation Russia says 'alarmed' by

tensions in breakaway
Transnistria

UN Secretary-General, Antonio Gutierres (L) gestures as he walks during his visit in Borodianka, outside Kyiv, on April 28, 2022. – UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres arrived on April 28, 2022 to the town of Borodianka outside Kyiv where Russian forces were accused of having killed civilians, an AFP 

journalist on the scene reported.

On the business streets of Sweden
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Event

Mothering Sunday: Faces at Immaculate
Heart Catholic Church Parish Orji

Some of the mothers who received award as Worthy Mothers

Unveiling of the statue of Virgin Mary by the parish priest

The CWO president Mrs Akujobi Akunna and the
secretary Mrs Ndiri Ifeoma



Anambra NUJ Media Summit: 
Isiguzo warns against fake news

T
he National President 
of  the Nigeria Union of  
Journalists, NUJ, Com-

rade Chris Isiguzo has urged 
journalist in the country to be-
ware of  spreading fake news.

He warned that spreading 
fake news was capable of  ig-
niting communal upheavals 
across the country and disinte-
grating the country.

Isiguzo who spoke at a one-
day summit organised by the 
Anambra state council of  the 
Nigeria Union of  Journalists, 
NUJ, for media executives 
in the state, on Thursday, in 
Awka, rather charged journal-
ist to be agents of  unifying the 
country and bringing about the 
needed development in the all 
sectors of  the country.

He also bemoaned that 
Journalists are exposed to dan-
gers and urged the nation’s se-
curity institutions to provide 
security to media practition-

ers and show understanding to 
them.

“If  I receive ten calls in a 
day, nine are complaints against 
journalists, and, we have al-
ways resolved them. Journal-
ists deserve to be appreciated, 
they are always on the front 
line, and, I join my voice with 
the demand by the chairman 
of  Anambra state council, Dr. 
Emeka Odogwu in demanding 
that the Anambra state govern-
ment should patronise media 
practitioners in the state”.

News Feature
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Mothering Sunday: Mothers charged to 
show example as heart of the family

A
s the Catholic Church 
marks its Mother’s day 
annual celebration, 

mothers have been advised to 
live an exemplary life as the 
pillar of  support in the home.

Admonishing the mothers 
during the mothering Sunday 
celebration at the Immaculate 
Heart Catholic parish Orji, 
the parish priest, Fr. Dr. 
Cosmas Edochie stated that 
the position of  the mother in 
the home can be attributed 
to the role of  the heart 
to the human body as he 
maintained that a Christian 
mothers should know their 
responsibility in the family 
and carry it out effectively.

He noted that the home 
with the presence of  a mother 
can still function even in 
the absence of  the head of  
the house because of  the 
managerial role they play in 
the family.

 Fr Edochie further advised 
mothers to train their children 
properly, given them basic 
formation so as to contribute 
meaningfully to the welfare 
of  the society at large.

The parish priest stated 
also that if  the family is not 
stable, it will affect the society 
negatively hence the need 

for women to play a positive 
role to ensure the peace and 
stability of  the home.

He urged women to build 
themselves with the word of  
God and be morally sound so 
as to make positive impact in 
their family.

The president of  
the Christian Women 
Organization CWO, Mrs 
Akujobi Akunna in her 
speech, advised the women 
to focus on the theme of  the 
programme which centers 
on christians mothers, the 

heart of  the family. She urged 
them to live a life worthy 
of  emulation which she 
noted will help the family to 
thrive even in the midst of  
challenges.

The president advised the 
mothers to be responsible 

and manage their home well 
to enable it become the pride 
of  the society and the body of  
Christ.

Also speaking, the 
secretary of  CWO, Mrs Ndiri 
Ifeoma noted that a good 
mother should exhibit good 
virtues and ensure there 
is peace in the home and 
therefore thanked God for 
the success of  the event...

The women seized the 
opportunity to give award 
to several mothers for their 
examplary life and the role 
they have played in the 
women Organization.

One of  the Awardee s, 
Mrs Kate Atuche who was 
given an award as a Worthy 
Mother expressed delight 
over the recognition and  the 
honour given her and also 
adviced  mothers to live a 
godly life and train their 
children properly to refrain 
from social vices that could 
tarnish the image of  their 
families.

She also encouraged them 
to support their husbands and 
give them the respect they 
deserve and not been a source 
of  problem to their family.

She disclosed that a 
mother should respect 
herself, have good character 
and be a role model for the 
younger mothers to emulate. 
A parishioner and a member 
of  the pastoral parish council 
Dr Fidelis Nwosu KSJ while 
speaking with newsmen 
advised mothers to uphold 
the tenents of  Virgin Mary 
who is the mother of  Christ.

He urged the women 
to maintain peace in their 
homes and eschew nagging 
and other bad behavior that 
can make the husband take 
pleasure in taking solace in 
beer parlor in a bid to escape 
trouble from their homes and 
urge them to be a good wife 
and mother that any man 
will wish to come home and 
meet.

 Also speaking, Mrs 
Bernadine Ekeocha one of  
the group leaders advised 
mothers to build their family 
and not becoming an agent 
of  destruction to their homes 
and thanked God for keeping 
them alive to celebrate this 
year’s mothering Sunday.

Highlight of  the event was 
a novelty match, Retreat, 
unveiling of  the statue of  
Virgin Mary and Award 
presentation to notable 
women.

By Grace Ofurum

Earlier chairman of  the 
Anambra state NUJ, Dr. Eme-
ka Odogwu has lamented the 
seeming neglect of  media prac-
titioners by the governor of  the 
state, Professor Chukwuma 
Soludo since his government 
was inaugurated last March 
17, and, urged the Governor to 
patronise newsmen in the state.

He explained that the sum-
mit was organised to mobi-
lised media executives toward 
contributing to the peace and 
development of  the state, es-

pecially, by partnering with the 
Professor Soludo administra-
tion.

Earlier, chairman of  the 
summit, media assistant to 
former governor of  the state, 
and, presidential aspirant on 
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, Mr. Peter Obi, Mr. Val-
entine Obienyem called on me-
dia practitioners to uphold ob-
jectivity in the practice of  their 
profession.

He warned that our coun-
try would be in grave danger 
of  ethnic upheaval and disinte-
gration and development took 
flight if  media practitioners 
promote hate among the com-
ponents nationalities.

Others present during the 
summit includes; the State 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion, Mr. Paul Nwosu, gover-
nor Chukwuma Soludo’s Chief  
Press Secretary, Mr. Christian 
Aburime, the Traditional rul-
er of  Umuleri community in 
Anambra East Council Area, 
Igwe Ben Emeka and others.

The parish priest, Fr. Dr. Cosmas Edochie addressing the congregation during the mother’s day celebration

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

Isiguzo
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Your state is oil-producing, what 
is your opinion of  the Petroleum 
Industry Bill?

It is bereft of  vision to 
pass the Petroleum Industry 
Bill (PIB) into law without 
a provision to invest part or 
percentage of  the proceeds 
from our ageing hydrocarbon 
resources (which will soon give 
way to renewable and clean 
energy) into the technology 
of  the future like batteries and 
solar panels production plants 
around the nation to continue 
to remain a player in the energy 
world. If  I become a member of  
the House of  Representatives, I 
will initiate an amendment of  
the PIB law to accommodate 
the re-investment of  a defined 
percentage of  the proceeds into 
the emerging technologies of  
the future. We need a future 
after oil and gas resources. This 
is the only way we can have a 
guarantee and assured future 
for the next generation. 

You’re a businessman, what do 
you think is the solution to our 
dwindling economy and how can 
you help? 

Our country is on life support. 
The panacea to reviving her 
is fiscal federalism, reducing 
the cost of  governance, giving 
Nigerians hope and creating 
an enabling environment for a 
private sector-driven economy. 
The parliament must genuinely 
partner with the other arms of  
government for the revival. I 
am prepared to be part of  that 
genuine partnership.

How do you rate the achievements 
of  the Ikpeazu administration? 

 Leadership is not easy, we 
need to judge Gov. Okezie 
Ikpeazu based on what was 
on the ground before he was 
elected. Anyone who was 
used to Aba, in particular, will 
tell you that Aba was a total 
mess. Before he came, there 
was a chaotic atmosphere. 
There were no roads, no and 
security was bad. It was only 
the environmental sanitation of  
the city that he was managing 
as at then that was working. 
Accepted that in his first tenor 
he was seriously distracted by 
several lawsuits, but he still 

showed capacity by laying the 
foundations of  most of  the 
projects he is rounding up today. 
That is why some investors are 
trooping to Aba today. 

If  you say Ikpeazu restored the 
condence of  investors, why can’t 
an Aba boy like you, a young 
entrepreneur also invest in Aba? 

I am doing that. Look at an 
Aba boy like me, I ran to Lagos 
too to invest in hotels, Estate 
etc. But today, as a result of  
the stability Governor Ikpeazu 
brought back to the system, our 
aluminium factory will soon 
go into production in Aba. We 
are investing massively in Real 
Estate in Aba. Look at the level 
of  high development going on 
in Aba you will understand 

My presence in House of Reps will restore hope 
for poor, weak, vulnerable – Kelvin Jombo

Interview

that it justifies our decision to 
invest here. Governor Ikpeazu 
is making a huge call to our 
people to come home and invest 
possible because he is massively 
driving the infrastructure 
needed for it. 

Are you also ready to invest in 
your constituency, why only Aba? 

When you get Aba right, 
you are doing a great favour to 
the lives and businesses of  my 
Arochukwu-Ohafia Federal 
Constituency. The majority of  
our people reside and do their 
business in Aba. So pardon 
me if  l focus my attention on 
the popular Enyimba City, 
it is also our home with no 
discrimination at all. 

You’re contesting for the House of  
Representatives, if  elected what 
are you bringing to the table? 

I am bringing a lot to the table. 
I am bringing fresh hope. Hope 
to the youths, fresh ideas, l am 
showing the way and telling our 
people that it can be done. The 
Centre-Piece of  my representation 
will be anchored on the framework 
of  collectivism and general welfare 
aimed at giving hope and life to 
the poor, weak and vulnerable in 
our society. 

I’ll push an across party-lines 
‘Fair Society Bill’ that will define 
my time in the Green Chamber.  
I am heading to Federal House 
to continue on a far more larger 
platform with what l have been 
doing over the years with the 
Kelvin Jombo Foundation. This 
is more of  a call to service to 
me. Abandoning my business 
to do this was so difficult, but 
when your people insist they 
need you, saying no to them 
becomes an arrogant resistance 
against your people. 

My constituents and 
inhabitants of  Arochukwu-
Ohafia Federal Constituency 
are not just numbers, they are 
also Nigerians and Abians that 
deserve access to better schools, 
hospitals, super-markets and 
recreations facilities just like other 
Nigerians and Abians in Abuja, 
Lagos, Aba and Umuahia. 

 
There’s this complaints from rural 
dwellers that their representatives 
are far from them, how can you 
handle it?   

I will work with colleagues 
from rural and semi-urban 
Federal constituencies who 
constitute the majority in the 
green chamber to initiate and 
pass sweeping bills to promote 
even development during 
national policy formulation 
and fiscal planning with clauses 
to domesticate the laws in the 
federating component states. 
The inputs of  my constituents 
are critical to my performance in 
the green chamber. I will set up 
constituency offices in Ohafia, 
Arochukwu, Abam, Abiriba, 

Nkporo and Ihechiowa to bring 
the green chamber closer to my 
people.

You were persuaded by your 
people to join this race, but are 
you sure you can deliver?

I think the people saw capacity 
before they collectively took a 
stand against the interests and 
pressure from all angles. Outside 
my immediate constituency, my 
mission in the green chamber is 
to initiate and sponsor landmark 
social and economic legislation 
that will shape and have a far-
reaching impact on the generality 
of  the ordinary citizens of  
Nigeria. I can deliver. 

Aside from the persuasion by your 
constituents, what else made you 
join the race?

In my pursuit of  business 
and knowledge after travelling 
around the globe, l ask myself  
why can’t we as a nation have 
a deliberate policy backed 
by an Act of  the Parliament 
to send and fund an army of  
our best and most brilliant 
students to study and acquire 
skills of  the future from top 
universities and institutions of  
technology around the globe? 
As technologically developed 
and advanced as China is, they 
have not stopped such a national 
policy of  skill acquisition to 
date. So, I’ll love to replicate 
such here in my country. 

Expectations are high, so what 
are you telling your constituents, 
Abia people and Nigerians? 

Mine is an aspiration driven 
by vision, ideas and empathy. 
Laws and Acts of  Parliament 
are very useful to the extent that 
they are applied to solve societal 
problems. All the bills that I will 
initiate will be people-oriented 
because I will be sent to the green 
chamber by the people of  Ohafia-
Arochukwu Federal Constituency. 
I will work with colleagues to 
strengthen the oversight functions 
of  the parliament during 
implementation.

l ask myself why can’t we as a nation have a deliberate policy 
backed by an Act of the Parliament to send and fund an army 

of our best and most brilliant students to study and acquire 
skills of the future from top universities and institutions of 

technology around the globe? As technologically developed 
and advanced as China is, they have not stopped such a 

national policy of skill acquisition to date.

A 
young entrepreneur from Abiriba, Abia State, Chief Kelvin Jombo Onuma is in the race to represent the Arochukwu-
Ohafia Federal Constituency in the House of Representatives. The Aba born young MD/CEO of Sublime Industries 
Limited which cuts across companies like Sublime Luxury Homes Ltd Hotels & Suites Ltd,  Sublime Star Pharmaceuticals 

Limited  Jombo & Mark Autos Limited is also the founder of Kelvin Jombo Foundation.  In this interview, explained why he 
joined the race, revealed things he thinks the National Assembly can do to make Nigeria better place for business. He also had 
an assessment on Abia State current government and achievements so far under Dr Okezie Ikpeazu.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

I am heading to Federal House to continue on a far 
more larger platform with what l have been doing over 
the years with the Kelvin Jombo Foundation. This is more 
of a call to service to me. Abandoning my business to 

do this was so difficult, but when your people insist they 
need you, saying no to them becomes an arrogant 
resistance against your people. My constituents and 

inhabitants of Arochukwu-Ohafia Federal Constituency 
are not just numbers, they are also Nigerians and Abians 
that deserve access to better schools, hospitals, super-

markets and recreations facilities just like other Nigerians 
and Abians in Abuja, Lagos, Aba and Umuahia.

�

Jombo

“
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Gov Umahi has no hand in Catholic 
Priest’s incarceration – Uchenna Orji

E
bonyi State 
government has 
said that governor 

David Umahi has no hands 
in the arrest and detention 
of  a Catholic Priest Rev 
Fr Timothy Ngwuta over 
his linked to Ezza Effium 
Crisis in the State.

Fr Ngwuta who has 
been in prison custody 
was accused of  promoting 
the Ezza Effium War in 
Ohaukwu LGA of  the 
State which has claimed 
many lives with properties 
worth millions of  naira 
destroyed. And all efforts 
to secure his release from 
prison by the Catholic 
Church in the State have 
suffered serious setbacks 
as the church alleged that 
there was Executive order 
in the State which barred 
any one from taking action 
on the Ezza Effium War. 
But the state government 
in a statement issued by 
the state commissioner for 
information, Bar Uchenna 
Orji in Abakaliki said 
governor Umahi had no 
hands in Rev Fr Ngwuta’s 
arrest and detention as 
it was purely a serious 
security concern handled 
by the community and the 
security operatives.

The statement reads: 
“Our attention has been 
drawn to series of  social 
media posts and unguided 
print conversations shared 
by different uninformed 
groups over the criminal 
charge faced by Rev Fr. 
Timothy on his alleged 
complicity in aiding and 
abetting war and killings 
in Effium/Ezza Effium 
Community in Ohaukwu 
Local Government Area. 
We have refrained from 
joining issues because 
of  our respect for the 
institution he belongs”.

“While we view it 

unfortunate that the Rev 
Father could be involved in 
a suspicious conduct that 
led to his detention and 

us indicates that Rev. Fr  
Timothy Ngwuta was 
arrested by the surveillant 
youths and vigilant team 

of  Nwori village in  the 
warring community when 
he came in the company 
of  two other suspects on 
11th December,2021 to 
recover a vehicle suspected 
to have been used to 
convey some of  the armed 
warriors  suspected to 
have unleashed attack on  
the security operatives 
who were in search of  the 
bodies of  the 5 NELAN 
Engineers allegedly 
killed by kingpins of  the 
warriors”.

“Security report further 
revealed that the said Rev. 
Father is a native of  Inikiri 
Umuezokaoha Ezza 
Effium, a section of  the 
warring community where 
the  suspected attack 
occurred and it is also on 
record that he  confirmed 
in his statements to the 
Police that he went to 
Nwori village to recover 
the car suspected to have 
been used  by the armed 
warriors to carry out 
the attack that led to the 
death of  two  security 
operatives and others 
injured during  security 
operations  at Nwanenwo 
forest on the 28th day of  
November,2021”

“It would  be recalled 
that 5 NELAN Engineers 
who were on duty visit to 
the  State Ring Road Project 
enroute Nwanenwo  in 
Ezza Effium axis fell prey 
to  the attack of  the armed 
tribal warriors on the 3rd 
day of  November,2021 
and the State Government 
promptly directed security 
agencies to declare 
manhunt on perpetrators”.

“The essence of  this 
narrative is to underscore 
the gravity of  the offence 
that was linked to the 
Rev Father and to state 
that justice has limitless 
jurisdiction and applies to 
all persons no matter their 
class or faith. This situation 
does not call for sensational 

or sentimental publications 
or conversations, it calls 
for sober reflection on the 
lives that have been wasted 
and properties lost to these 
needless conspiracies 
against humanity in 
Effium/ Ezza Effium 
Community; Governor 
Umahi has unbridled love 
for the servants of  God no 
matter their faith and he 
has deep respect for and 
shared collaborations with 
the Catholic community”.

“The Governor deserves 
our commendation for 
his determination that 
inspired the security 
operations that uncovered 
the killers of  the 5 innocent 
NELAN Engineers despite 
oppressive blackmail from 
mischievous elements”.

“We therefore advise 
those who take pleasure in 
politicizing the unfortunate 
misunderstanding between 
the two tribes of  Effium/ 
Ezza Effium community 
for clannish gratificatios 
to please allow security 
agencies to do their work. 
Many people suspected 
to be behind the crime in 
Effium/ Ezza Effium are 
already facing trial and 
that of  Rev Fr. Timothy 
Ngwuta cannot be an 
exception. The offfence 
of  conspiracy to promote 
communal war is viewed 
seriously by the Laws of  
Ebonyi State and cannot 
be sacrificed at the altar 
of  religion moreso as we 
have not been told that 
Rev. Fr. Timothy Ngwuta 
is infallible”.

“The public is assured 
that justice is available not 
only to the victims, but 
also to the accused and 
the society and we have 
unwavering confidence 
that justice will be done 
on the matter  no matter 
whose ox is gored or whose 
spade is in the garden”. 
The statement stated.

“We therefore advise 
those who take pleasure in 

politicizing the unfortunate 
misunderstanding between 

the two tribes of Effium/ 
Ezza Effium community 

for clannish gratificatios 
to please allow security 

agencies to do their work. 

Many people suspected 
to be behind the crime 

in Effium/ Ezza Effium are 
already facing trial and that 

of Rev Fr. Timothy Ngwuta 
cannot be an exception.

“

“

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Ngwuta

prosecution by 
the Police, we 
wish to place 
on record that 
the Governor 
of  Ebonyi 
State, “His 
E x c e l l e n c y 
E n g r . C h i e f 
David Nweze 
Umahi has 
no hands 
whatsoever on 
the matter as 
it is purely a 
serious security 
c o n c e r n 
handled by the 
c o m m u n i t y 
and the security 
operatives”.

“ T h   e
s e c u r i t y 
report made 
available  to 
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Special report

NYSC wakes up: Impose mass repeat 
on Corps members over truancy 

N
ot less than 50 
members of  National 
Youth Service Corps 

(NYSC) Batch A Stream 
II, will be repeating their 
service year in some of  the 
Southeastern states of  Nigeria. 
The Corps members who are 
punished for from absenteeism 
to bunking off  during the said 
service year.

From the breakdown as 
reported by our correspondents 
in Southeastern States; a total 
of  eighteen (18) members of  
the National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) Batch A 
Stream II in Ebonyi State will 
repeat the service year.

The state Co-ordinator of  
NYSC in Ebonyi Mrs Bamai 
Dawuda, who disclosed this 
during the passing-out parade 
ceremony of  Batch A Stream 
II at Pa Oruta Ngele Township 
Stadium Abakaliki stated that 
ten of  the sanctioned corps 
members are female while 
eight are male 

She said that another 25 
Corps members will serve 
extension of  service ranging 
from one to our months.

Their offences, she said, 
range from abscondment 
from service to unauthorized 
journeys and other 
miscellaneous offences.

Mrs Bamai charged the 
passing-out Corps members 
to keep the flag of  NYSC 
flying in their characters and 
comportment.

She said: “Some of  the 
Corps members did not live 
up to expectation and will be 
punished in accordance with 
the NYSC bye laws”  

“To that effect, eighteen, 
eight male and ten (10) female 
will repeat the whole service 
year while twenty five, thirteen 
male and twelve female will 
serve extension of  service 
ranging from one to four 
months on half  pay”.

“I strongly believe that this 
should serve as a deterrent to 
the 2021Bath B and C Corps 
members still on ground, who 
should learn a lesson from 
this”, she added.

Governor, David Umahi 
of  Ebonyi State who 
congratulated the Corps 
members commended them 
for impacting positively on 
pupils, students and their host 

By David Eze (Abakaliki), 

Dan Maduagwu (Umuahia ), 

Ovat Mike (Onitsha)

…Ebonyi 18, Abia 9, Anambra 23, others

communities.
He charged them to remain 

steadfast in their commitment 
to the cause of  nation building.

The governor who 
represented by the 
Commissioner for Youth and 
Sports, Charles Akpuenika 
urged Corp members to 
participate in the 2023 
electoral process.

“As much as I encourage 
you to participate actively, 
let the peace and unity of  
the nation, fair play as well 
as discipline, be your watch 
words and guiding principles”.

“As change agents, and 
ambassadors of  the NYSC 
scheme, I charge you to be 
part of  history by striving 
to build a nation that is 
peaceful, genuinely united and 
economically viable”, he said.

In Abia, nine (9) corps 
members who absconded 
from their places of  primary 
assignment in the State 
have been ordered to repeat 
the national service by the 
National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC).

 A total of  870 corps 
members were posted to serve 
the fatherland in the 2021 
Batch “A”, Stream II service, 
according to Mr Jingi Denis, 
Abia State coordinator of  
NYSC, during the passing out 
parade of  the 2021 batch “A” 
stream II.

According to, Denis, the 
measure was in line with the 
NYSC rules and regulations, 
adding that one corps member 
Victor Etim from Akwa Ibom 

would receive State Honours 
Award “in recognition of  
his outstanding performance 
during his stay in Abia state”, 
while five others would receive 
commendation certificates.

He informed the out-
going corps members that 
their respect for the oath they 
took during their induction 
ceremony and the landmark 
they made during their stay in 
the state would continue to be 
in the books of  record in the 
state and urged them not to fear 
the unknown labour market 
as the service has empowered 
them through skills acquisition 
while in the camp to become 
business owners.

In his address, the 
Chairman, NYSC State 
Governing Board, and 
Commissioner for Youth 
Development, Barr Charles 
Esonu enjoined the corps 
members not to regard their 
end of  service year as the 
end of  service to mankind, 
urging them also to “believe 
in Nigeria and cherish its 
corporate existence as a 
peaceful nation”.

Addressing the corps 
members, the state governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu urged them 
“do not engage in activities 
that will undermine the noble 
ideas the society has bestowed 
on you for participating in 
the NYSC scheme”, hence 
being good ambassadors of  
their immediate families and 
resource materials for national 
unity and integration.

Represented by the 

practices, internet fraud, get-
rich-quick syndrome and other 
vices that can only destroy 
your lives. Remember that 
God rewards decency and 
hard work. NYSC as scheme, 
we will stop at nothing to 
recognize and celebrate hard 
work and accomplishments, 
be it academic, entrepreneurial 
and innovativeness.

“I am aware of  the usual 
fear of  unemployment that 
grips some unprepared ones 
but the scheme has prepared 
you with skills and funding 
options for post service 
challenges. 

“Endeavour to remain 
focused and relevant at all 
times.

“I therefore charge you to 
step into the outside world 
with confidence and the 
Almighty God will definitely 
bless the work of  your hands 
if  you are diligent.”

On behalf  of  the Director 
General of  NYSC, Major 
General Shaibu Ibrahim, the 
governor of  Anambra State, 
Prof. Chukwuma Charles 
Soludo and the people of  
Anambra State, I want to say 
a big thank you to you for 
upholding one of  the major 
policies of  the scheme by 
leaving your foot prints in the 
sands of  time here in our dear 
state.

Mrs. Iruma, congratulated 
the outgoing corps members 
but regretted that 23 will 
be repeating their service, 
while five others would serve 
extension in the state.

secretary to the State 
Government, SSG Barr Chris 
Ezem, the governor assured 
that his government will 
continue to assist the scheme 
“within available resources in 
provision of  basic amenities 
for its operation”.

He urged them not to join 
evil forces and enemies of  
progress to undermine our 
nationhood.

In Anambra, About twenty 
three (23) members of  the 
National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) serving in the State 
are to repeat their service year 
while five others has been 
given extension of  service.

The Anambra NYSC 
Coordinator, Mrs. Blessing 
Ekene Iruma, who made the 
disclosure on Thursday, 28 
April, 2022, at Washington 
Memorial Grammar School 
Onitsha, during the passing 
out ceremony of  the 2021 
Batch ‘A’ (stream11), corps 
members, encouraged those 
who have defaulted to turn a 
new leaf.

Mrs. Iruma, added that 
certificates were issued at 
the various local government 
NYSC offices across the 21 
local government area of  the 
state.

News Echo gathered 
that 2,701 corps members 
successfully concluded their 
service year and were issued 
with discharge certificates.

According to her, my dear 
corps members, as you go 
forward in life, I urged you 
to shun corruption and sharp 

Passing out parade of  NYSC members
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A
s the 2023 general election 
gathers momentum, a 
contestant for Nwangele 

State Constituency Seat in the 
Imo State House of  Assembly 
under the platform of  the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), Hon. 
Dr. Solomon Chinomso Ucheka 
(Pasolo), has promised to sponsor 
people- oriented bills, defend the 
masses, fight for the collective rights 
of  the people, as well as do his best 
to ensure that Nwangele indigenes 
benefit immensely from democracy 
dividends in order to reduce poverty 
and insecurity at the locality if  he 
emerges as their representative.

Pasolo gave the assurance for 
quality representation for Nwangele 
Assembly Seat when he spoke to 
media professionals at the PDP State 
Secretariat Owerri on Wednesday 
during the screening of  the party’s 
political office seekers.

According to the philanthropist, 
“if  I emerge as Nwangele Assembly 
Member, I will sponsor people- 
oriented bills, defend the masses, 
fight for the rights of  the people 
and do everything that I know will 
benefit Nwangele local government 
and Imo State generally. My message 

T
he 14th edition of  healthcare 
intervention programme 
of  Dozie Nwankwo 

Foundation, a Non-Governmental 
Organisation, was on Wenesday, 
launched for seven (7) Local 
Government Areas of  Anambra 
State.

News Echo gathered that the 
benefiting Council areas are; 
Anoacha, Dunukofia, Awka 
North, Awka South, Njikoka, 
Idemili North and Idemili South, 
all in Anambra Central Senatorial 
District.

The medical outreach 
according to Honourable Dozie 
Nwankwo, the group’s founder and 
the serving Lawmaker representing 
Anoacha/Dunukofia/Njikoka 
Federal Constituency at the 

National Assembly, is to offer 
special medical treatments at no 
cost to indigent people of  the area 
suffering one ailment or the other.

He said the gesture has no 
political undertone as being 
rumour at different political 
camp.

Nwankwo, who was 
represented at the flag off  
ceremony held at Enugwu-Kwu 
civil centre, in Njikoka Council 
Area, by his Personal Assistant, 
Hon. Dike Martins, explain that 
the outreach is to alleviate many 
health challenges for the people 
as it can and support others in 
accessing medical insurance.

“Presently, we are undertaking 
our 2022 medical outreach for the 
seven council areas that constitute 
Anambra Central Senatorial 
District. It is aimed at addressing 
the numerous health challenges 

of  our people.
“The medical outreach of  

the foundation has been on for 
15 years now. And it is currently 
going simonteniously across the 
7-LGAs.

Hon. Dozie Nwankwo, who 
is also contesting for Senate, 
to represent Anambra Central 
at the red Chambers of  the 

APC guber aspirant 
rejects Umahi’s 
endorsement of 
Assembly speaker 
as successor

A 
Frontline Governorship aspirant 
of  APC in Ebonyi State Sen.
Julius Ali Ucha has  rejected what 

he called the backyard endorsement 
of  speaker Ebonyi Assembly, Francis 
Nwifuru by the Governor of  Ebonyi 
State  David Nweze Umahi.

Sen. Ucha who stated this while 
addressing the Press in Abakaliki 
described the endorsement of  the 
Speaker of  EBHA by the State 
Governor as illegal, unconstitutional, 
undemocratic, immoral and demonic.

The former Senator who 
represented Ebonyi Central district at 
the red chamber of  the NASS called the 
people of  Ebonyi State, the civil Society 
organizations and others to rise up and 
resist the destruction of  democracy in 
Ebonyi State. 

Ucha who was endorsed by Ezza 
Clan advised Governor Umahi to 
quickly rescind the endorsement to give 
all aspirants a level playing ground.

“The endorsement is a mere 
rumour, it is also undemocratic, 
demonic and an attempt to mess up 
the party. It won’t work. I am here to 
announce that I am still in the race, and 
I am contesting to win. I am the only 
aspirant who has been endorsed by his 
people. You are aware that I emerged 
the consensus candidate of  Ezza clan, 
and by extension the entire Ebonyi 
Central zone because I am the only 
person contesting governorship under 
APC in the entire senatorial zone.

“I want the people to rise up 
and reject imposition, as we are not 
conquered people” he said.

2023: Oji River LGA reassures Governor 
Ugwuanyi of maximum support at the polls

T
he people of  Oji River 
Local Government Area of  
Enugu State have reassured 

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
of  their firm support and strict 
adherence to his decisions ahead 
of  the primaries of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) for the 
2023 general elections.  They 
reiterated their earlier stance on 
Gov. Ugwuanyi’s leadership, 
stressing that the governor is 
their leader and that they are 
solidly behind him come rain, 
come sun. They expressed 
gratitude to the governor for the 
peace and good governance he 
has entrenched in the council 
area in particular and Enugu 
State in general, adding that a 
lot of  their people have benefited 
from his administration in terms 
of  political appointments and 
empowerment. Speaking when 
they paid a solidarity visit to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi at the Government 
House, Enugu, on Tuesday, the 
Chairman of  Oji River LGA, 
Hon. Chinedu Onyeagba, 
told the governor that they are 
unanimous in the agreement to 
support and adhere strictly to his 
political decisions regarding the 
choice of  candidates for the State 
House of  Assembly, the House 
of  Representatives, Senate and 
Governorship seats.

Appealing for the emergence 
of  an Oji-River person to 

represent Aninri/Awgu/Oji 
River Federal Constituency in 
the 10th National Assembly, 
the Chairman reassured the 
governor that “Oji River is one 
and PDP Oji-River is one”, 
adding: “Oji-River people are 
solidly behind you, come rain, 
come sun. Whenever you call us 
we will answer you. Wherever 
you ask us to go, we will go”. 

Lending his voice, the 
member representing Oji River 
Constituency, Hon. Jeff  Mba, 
told Gov. Ugwuanyi that the 
visit was also to reaffirm their 
earlier position that “Oji River 

people have confidence in your 
leadership; that Oji River stands 
with you and we are solidly 
behind you”. According to him, 
“When it comes to elections in 
Oji-River, Greater Awgu, Enugu 
West Senatorial District and 
Enugu State, wherever you tell us 
to go is where we are going. PDP 
will never lose a single vote in Oji 
River. 

“Your Excellency, what we 
have come for is very simple; 
to reaffirm what we have said 
before that we are not speaking 
otherwise. We have not changed 
our mind and we are still standing 

by our words; wherever you 
go is where we will follow you 
to”. Dignitaries from Oji River 
LGA at the event include the 
former member of  the House of  
Representatives, Rt. Hon. KGB 
Oguakwa; Commissioner for 
Youth and Sports, Hon. Manfred 
Nzekwe; former National Officer 
of  the PDP, Okey Nnadozie; 
Chairman of  Anbeez Services 
Limited, Chief  Engr. Anayo 
Onwuegbu; PDP LG Chairman, 
Goddy Aniekwe; Rt. Hon. Johnny 
Obidimma and other former 
members of  Enugu State House 
of  Assembly, among others.

No faction in Abia 
APC, says party 
secretary

By Ikenna Orioha

 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu 

S
ecretary of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Abia State, Chief  
Chidi Avajah, has said the party has 

no faction and is strongly united under the 
leadership of  Dr. Kingsley Ononogbu.

Avajah told newsmen in Umuahia, the 
state capital, that claims or reports about 
the existence of  a faction of  the party was a 
creation of  its “diminishing detractors and 
saboteurs.”

He said, “Whatever issues that existed 
in the party before ended with the successful 
conduct of  the state congresses and the 
national convention. And since then, we 
have become stronger.”

He reacted to reports that some non-
members of  the APC had been declaring 
their intention to run for offices on the 
platform of  the party in the 2023 general 
elections.

“Ononogbu is a product of  a duly 
conducted state congress which was 
supervised by the State Congress 
Committee (SCC) led by Hon. Kolawole 
Babatunde. The word faction is both 
strange and alien to us,” he said.

The party scribe appealed to the 
members, the media and the general public 
to be wary of  the creators of  the confusion, 
adding that they were being used by agents 
of  destablisation.  “Last weekend, we had 
an event, where our leaders, led by High 
Chief  Ikechi Emenike, members of  the 
state and National Assemblies, national 
officers and other stakeholders met to chart 
the way forward for the party.”

The secretary said what occupies the 
mind of  the members now “is how to 
win the election to rescue the state from 
its backwardness and underdevelopment 
caused by administrative failure and 
inadequacies.”

Foundation offers free Medicare to seven LGAs in Anambra 

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

National Assembly Abuja, in 
the 2023 general election, added 
that the foundation was also 
into talent hunt, and plans to 
harvest young talents from other 
incoming youth empowerment 
programmes of  his Constituency.

He used the outreach to solicit 
support from the beneficiaries on 
his Senatorial ambition.

Police arrest PDP Rep, Farah
Dagogo on Wike's order

Nwangele Assembly Seat: Philanthropist, 
Pasolo promises people-oriented bills

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

to Nwangele people is let them 
vote wisely, choose Pasolo, because 
I’m the best person vying for the 
position at Nwangele that can 
deliver on the people’s mandate 
and make them smile always”.

The Chief  Executive Officer of  
Pasolo Foundation reflected that 
what inspired him to “vie for the 
election is the poor representation 
in my local government. Since this 
dispensation (9th Imo Assembly) 
Nwangele State Constituency has 
been experiencing a very poor 
representation since after Rt. Hon. 
Ugonna Ozuruigbo- the next 
person that took over has messed 
everything up. We believe it is time 
to show him get- away from office”.

He maintained that “the PDP at 
the moment is the party that has the 
capacity to defeat the ruling party 
(APC), but all depends on how the 
PDP manages so many things. So, 
if  the PDP can handle everything 
genuinely and fairly, I believe the 
PDP will win Imo State holistically. 
Hence, I urge the good people of  
Nwangele to see me qualified to 
represent them in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly in 2023, just as 
I urge the PDP to see me as having 
the capacity and strength to win the 
election and give me its ticket”.

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Governor Uzodimma’s daughter welcoming guests at her traditional wedding

he Police in Rivers State Thave arrested a member of  
t h e  H o u s e  o f  

Representatives, Farah Dagogo.
Dagogo is a governorship 

a s p i r a n t  o f  t h e  P e o p l e s 
Democratic Party (PDP).

The lawmaker and “political 
thugs” were declared wanted on 
Wednesday by Governor Nyesom 
Wike.

Wike accused Dagogo of  

sending “cultists” to disrupt the 
screening of  aspirants at the PDP 
State Secretariat in Port Harcourt.

Dagogo denied that he had a 
hand in the incident, accusing the 
Governor of  lying and bullying.

He urged the police to arrest 
and investigate Efeturi Irikefe, 
“Camp Commandant to the 
Governor” for his actions at the 
PDP office.

It was learnt that Dagogo is in 
the custody of  the Rivers State 
Po l i c e  C o m m a n d  i n  Po r t 
Harcourt.
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Mahmud Imam, happened 
on the 18th April, 2022, 
at Atani, Headquarters of  
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area of  the State, at night 
hours.

According to Barr. 
Imam, properties worth 
millions of  naira was also 
destroyed during the attack. 
He called on the state 
government to come to 
their rescue to avoid further 
killings of  his people in the 
state. The statement read; 
In view of  recent escalation 
of  insecurity’s situation in 
the state our people have 
become targets of  series of  
attacks by unknown gunmen 
operating in different parts 
of  the state.

Its worthy of  note that 
these attacks starting since 
October 2021 which resulted 
to the lost of  many lives and 
properties worth millions of  
naira lost.

Moreover, we have been 
living peaceful with our 
host communities within 

the state for almost 200 
years without any serious 
misunderstanding, therefore 
we are calling on all relevant 
stakeholders to as a matter 
of  urgency to intervene 
and bring to an end to such 
criminal activities because we 
are law abiding citizens going 
about our lawful business 
in the state. Anambra is our 
state we do not have any 
other place to go.

More recently on the 
18th April, 2022, these 
unknown gunmen attacks 
our people residing at Atani 
Ogbaru Local Govt. which 
caused us lost of  7 lives, in 
a location within the vicinity 
of  the Local Government 
Secretariat at night whose 
bodies were evacuated by the 
council chairman himself  
to St. Charles Boromeo 
Hospital and deposited at 
mortuary.

It should be noted that 
from October 2021 to date 
our people are being killed 
by these faceless unknown 
gunmen every month in the 
following locations; Aguata, 
Nnewi South & North, Idemili 
and Ihiala Local Government 

Areas of  the state.
“Finally, we call on the 

state government to come 
for our rescue to avoid 
further killings of  our people 
and the state in general, the 
statement concluded.

But the State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, in 
his reaction on behalf  of  the 
Command, urged the public 
to disregard the report, saying 
the information is not true.

According to Tochukwu, 
to set the records straight, 
Police Operatives in the 
early hours on 18/4/2022 
foil an attempt of  arson 
by some miscreants at 
Ogbaru LGA. The Police 
Operatives engage and 
resisted the hoodlums from 
causing damage on the LGA 
structure. 

The hoodlums in a 
bid to escape, started 
shooting sporadically and 
unfortunately bullet hit 
some persons while seven 
other persons where fatally 
wounded during the foiled 
arson in the LGA. Further 
details reveals that the 
persons affected are civilian 

Gunmen killed seven of our people in 
Anambra, Hausa community cries out 

beneficiaries will learn 
modern techniques in 
agriculture that would 
be replicated back home 
in Enugu State, pointing 
out that agriculture 
contributes greatly to the 
GDP of  national, state 
and local economies.     

“What we want to 
achieve, according to the 
policies and programmes 
of  our Governor, is 
that we want our rural 
communities to be the 
engine room of  the 
economic development of  
our state. 

“With the knowledge 

based experience to be 
acquired from the training, 
we can see our young 
ones becoming business 
entrepreneurs with high 
standard of  operations 
in the agricultural value 
chain.

“So, at the end of  the 
day, we should see the 
products of  this gain. 
We should expect to see 
partnership among these 
youths. We expect to see 
our youths keying into the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
programmes, state Grants, 
among others, to develop 
into successful agro 

business men and women”, 
he said. 

Speaking on behalf  
of  the beneficiaries, 
Chidiebere Emehelu, 
who described himself  as 
an entrepreneur in food 
processing, expressed 
profound gratitude to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for giving them 
the rare opportunity to 
develop their agro skills.

Emehelu noted 
that agriculture is a big 
market with enormous 
opportunities especially 
for the youth, expressing 
delight that the training 
will offer them a veritable 

platform “to become more 
experienced to add Enugu 
State in the map of  food 
production in Nigeria in 
particular and Africa in 
general”.

Also speaking, Lady 
Izuchukwu Kanu Obiekwe, 
another beneficiary, 
appreciated Gov. Ugwuanyi 
for the time-honoured 
initiative, saying: “This 
opportunity is giving us 
a lifetime goal. We are 
thanking our Governor, Rt. 
Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
(Gburugburu) for the great 
opportunity. We promise to 
do Enugu State proud over 
there and also when we 
return”.

News
Enugu govt trains over 260 young 
farmers in modern agriculture 

2023: 
It’s turn of Abia 
North, nobody can 
change it — Ogah

A
head of  the 2023 general 
elections, all seems not to be 
well with the Abia State chapter 

of  the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
on zoning of  the governorship seat.

One of  its governorship aspirants, 
Ndubisi Ogah, said it is the turn of  
Abia North to produce the govenor 
and that nobody can change it.

He said the zoning issue has 
divided the party ahead of  its primary 
as thousands of  PDP members are 
deserting.

Ogah said, in 2015 some politicians 
from Abia North senatorial district, 
who wanted to run for governor were 
asked to wait and allow Abia South 
to produce the govenor to balance 
the equation following the fact that 
Orji Uzor Kalu, from North, and 
Theodore Orji, from Central, had been 
governors.

He said: “In 2015 people from Abia 
North senatorial district, who wanted 
to be governor were asked to step 
down to allow Abia South senatorial 
district go on the basis of  equity and 
fair play. They were assured that the 
seat will return to the North after the 
expiration of  the tenure that the South 
will serve. That was how Abia Charter 
of  Equity came on board  Now that 
the South has taken it for eight years, 
we don’t have to argue with anybody 
that it has to return to the North.”

The PDP governorship hopeful 
from Uturu in Isikwato Local 
Government Area lamented that Abia 
PDP is facing mass exodus ahead of  
the election as he expressed fear that 
PDP is likely to lose Abia if  they 
refused to allow the people of  the 
North senatorial district to produce the 
next governor, noting that Professor 
Gregory Ibe and many others have 
defected to the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in protest against 
zoning the seat back to the North

He, however, said he won’t leave 
PDP as he has bought the governorship 
expression of  interest and nomination 
forms of  the party and firmly decided 
that he will stay in the party and fight 
for the right of  his senatorial district.

“I am aspiring to be Governor of  
Abia State under PDP because I have 
contributed enough to the progress of  
the party at the grassroots and so it is 
time for the party to pay back. I won’t 
be aspiring for governor if  I don’t have 
a good record. I won’t be aspiring 
to be Governor if  I don’t have the 
popularity and acceptability within 
my party and beyond and I won’t 
be aspiring if  I have not contributed 
to the welfare of  the good people of  
Abia State,” he said.

guards and motorcycle 
operators working in 
and within the Local 
Government Area.

I urged the Hausa 
Community Leadership to 
come forward with their 
evidence with videos and 
pictures to enable the Police 
investigate properly.

Meanwhile, Police 
Operatives has since taken 
over the area and calm has 
also return in the area

…As beneficiaries thank Gov. Ugwuanyi, arrive CSS Global Farms, Keffi

CHANGE OF NAME

O
ver 260 youths 
across the 17 Local 
Government Areas 

of  Enugu State, who are into 
farming business, including 
Reverend Sisters, on 
Wednesday, left Enugu for 
Keffi, Nasarawa State, for 
a two-week training at CSS 
Global Farms, under the 
sponsorship of  Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’s 
administration.

The beneficiaries 
have arrived safely at the 
agricultural training facility 
in Keffi. 

Addressing the partic-
ipants at Michael Okpa -
ra Square, Independence 
Layout, Enugu, before 
departure, the Special Ad-
viser to the Governor on 
Agriculture, Engr. Michael 
Ogbuekwe, disclosed that 
the training was part of  the 
concerted efforts of  Gov. 
Ugwuanyi’s administration 
to encourage and empower 
the youth to gain agricul -
tural experience in line with 
international best practices.

Engr. Ogbuekwe ex-
plained that Gov. Ug -
wuanyi is committed to 
agricultural development in 
Enugu State as well as effi-
cient and effective involve-
ment of  the youth and oth-
er indigenes of  the state in 
modern agriculture, saying: 
“We want our people to 
gather skills that they can 
give back to the ecosystem, 
the agricultural system”. 

The Special Adviser 
added that the over 260 

I, formerly known, addressed 
and referred to as ANAYO 
EMEANA now wish to 
be known, addressed and 
referred to as OFURUM 
ANAYO IGNATIUS.

All documents and 
transactions bearing ANAYO 
EMEANA remain valid. 

General public should please 
take note.

Signed:

OFURUM ANAYO 

IGNATIUS
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

B
arely three days 
after some Fulani 
herders were 

abducted with their cows 
at Ubene community in 
Ogbaru local government 
area of  Anambra State, and 
later found without any 
ransom paid, through the 
quick intervention of  the 
combine team of  security 
agencies led by the Police, 
the Hausa Community in 
the state has also cries out 
for help, saying no fewer 
than seven of  her people 
have been killed by armed 
hoodlums, suspected to be 
gunmen operating in South 
East region of  the country.

The latest incident 
according to a statement 
signed and made available 
to Newsmen in Onitsha, on 
Wednesday, by the Secretary 
General, Hausa Community 
in Anambra State, Barrister 

...Not true – Police 

Special Adviser to Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi  on Agriculture, Engr. Michael Ogbuekwe, addressing 

the beneficiaries before their departure from Enugu to Keffi, Nasarawa State on Wednesday



here are many reasons Tto love African fashion. 
It is bright, vibrant, and 

c o l o u r f u l — p e r f e c t  f o r 
s o m e o n e  w i t h  a  s t r o n g 
personality and a great sense 
of  style. Whether you wish to 
incorporate African prints into 
your style, or wish to be more 
statement-making in your 
clothing choices, keep on 
reading for the 6 reasons to 
love African fashion so you'll 
surely stand out from the 
crowd.

African fashion is bright, 
bold, and beautiful—it's a 
great inspiration if  you wish to 
add some colours into your 
wardrobe. If  you used to 
wearing black and white 
outfits, adding some bold pops 
of  colour into your looks 
might seem challenging, but 
you can actually start with 
your favourite colour, along 
with jewel tones to brighten up 
your neutrals.

Once you're comfortable 
a d d i n g  b r i g h t  c o l o u r e d 
ensembles to your neutral 
pieces, you can try on making 
your whole outfit bright, bold, 
and beautiful too. Just play 
around with the best colours 
f o r  yo u r  s k i n  t o n e  a n d 
personality and you'll surely 
make a fashion statement.

Prints and patterns can 
add interest and meaning into 
your style. Do you know that 
some African prints are even 
used to tell stories, proverbs 
and traditional tales? A great 
thing, there are lots of  prints to 
choose from to express your 
personal style.

Many countries in Africa 
have regional unique ways of  
dressing. These styles are 
known to be the products of  
long-lasting textile craft in 
weaving (hand weaving), 
dyeing, and printing. This is 
because African traditional 
clothing is diverse and differs 
from country to country.

Overtime, the westernised 
style of  dressing has all been 
incorporated into African 
traditional clothing. Yet, 
A f r i c a n s  h ave  r e t a i n e d 
dressings that speak of  ancient 
cultural traditions, heritage, 
and pride.

Aso-Oke
Aso-Oke fabric is a hand-

woven cloth created by the 
Yoruba people of  Nigeria. 
Aso-Oke is more than just a 
fabric. It is one of  the cultural 
veh ic l e s  th rough  which 
tangible aspects of  Yoruba 
clothing tradition can be 
experienced. The fabric has 
four components which are; a 
blouse known as a “buba,” a 
wrapped skirt referred to as an 
“iro,” a head tie called a “gele,” 
and a shoulder sash called an 
“iborun” or “ipele”. It has 
successfully held its own as the 
special occasion fabric of  the 
Yoruba people. 

These days the traditional 
Aso Oke is now incorporated 
into modern styles like head 
gears and blouses to be worn 
on modern clothing.

kaftan is known as the kaftan 
of  honour while the female 
kaftan is engraved in the 
intangible cultural heritage of  
humanity while in West 
Africa, a kaftan is a pullover 
robe, worn by both men and 
women and the women's robe 
is called a kaftan, while the 
men's garment is referred to as 
a Senegalese kaftan.

African prints are never 
going to go out of  style and a 
great way to incorporate them 
into your wardrobe is to use 
African prints.

African designers are 
coming up with more modern 
African dress designs that are 
thrilling to the senses. Gone 
are the days when African 
dresses were reserved for just 
church services on Sundays.  
Thanks to enthusiastic fashion 
designers who push African 
fashion to global frontiers, 
people wear African designs to 
work, parties, even the red 
carpet, runways and fashion 
shows.

Ankara Shorts
Ankara shorts are chic and 

very feminine. And don't 
forget versatile too! Ankara 
shorts paired with a camisole, 
plain coloured blazer and 
block heels is the perfect 
combination for a birthday or 
red carpet event.  Or you could 
wear ankara shorts with a 
white tee, sandals and chunky 
jewellery for a laid back look 
f o r  b e a c h  p a r t i e s  a n d 
sightseeing. Whatever style 
you choose, ankara shorts is a 
must have style for the modern 
woman.

Ankara Jumpsuit
The Ankara jumpsuit is a 

modern African fashion wear 
for the season. Something 
about an ankara jumpsuit 
screams style and modern 
African women can seem to 
get enough of  this. Jumpsuits 
are semi formal dresses worn 
to church services, weddings, 
events, work and even to the 
red carpet. Just be sure to 
flaunt this dress with the 
perfect accessories and shoes 
that suit the occasion.

Off Shoulder Dress
The off  shoulder dress is 

feminine and sensual. African 
designers are incorporating 
this design into dresses, 
j u m p s u i t s  a n d  t o p s .  A 
common example is the off  
s h o u l d e r  m i d i  d r e s s 
commonly made with ankara, 
kente or dashiki material. This 
dress is an informal dress for 
birthday events, beach parties 
and outings with families and 
friends. The off  shoulder dress 
provides a great opportunity to 
d i s p l ay  t h e  l a t e s t  n e c k 
accessory available.

Statement Sleeves
Statement sleeves are eye 

catching and attention seeking 
fashion pieces. And luckily for 
us, there are so many designs 
available. From bell sleeves to 
f lutter sleeves to balloon 
sleeves and of  course cold 
shoulder sleeves, the list is 
endless. Statement sleeves also 

Kente
Kente is native to the 

Akan tribe in Ghana and it's a 
type of  silk and cotton fabric 
that is made of  interwoven 
cloth strips. It is an Akan royal 
and sacred cloth traditionally 
worn only in times of  extreme 
importance and was the cloth 
of  kings. The cloth is woven in 
a  n a r r o w  s t r i p  c a l l e d 
ntomaban or bankuo, and is 
about 3-5 inches wide and 
about 5-6 feet long. Kente is 
made  up  of  meaningfu l 
a e s t h e t i c  d e s i g n s  t h a t 
c o m mu n i c a t e  m e a n i n g s 
through its colours. The gold 
colour symbolises serenity and 
status, the yellow symbolises 
fertility, green symbolises 
renewal, blue – pure spirit and 
harmony, red – passion, black 
–  a  u n i o n  w i t h 
ancestors/spiritual awareness. 
Today, it has received a new 
layer of  significance when 
adopted by the western and 
modern world today.

Kanga
The kanga is a colourful 

fabric worn by women and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  b y  m e n 
throughout the African Great 
Lakes region. The earliest 
pattern of  the kanga was 
patterned with small dots or 
speckles that look like feathers 
of  a guinea hen also known as 
'kanga'. They are often sold in 
pairs, which can then be cut 
and hemmed to be used as a 
set. The kanga is culturally 
significant in East Africa. It is 
often given as a gift  for 
birthdays or other special 
occasions. In some countries 
like Tanzania, they are given 
as part of  a michengo (or 
col lect ion)  to  mour ning 
families into which many 
community members put a bit 
of  money to support the family 
after losing a family member. 
According to some sources, 
male slaves wrapped it around 
their waist and female slaves 
w r a p p e d  i t  u n d e r  t h e i r 
armpits. However, in order to 
make the cloth more feminine, 
slave women occasionally 
dyed them black or dark blue, 
by using locally obtained 
indigo.

Kaftan
Kaftan is usually made of  

cotton brocade, silk, lace, or 
synthetic fabrics that may be 
worn with a sash. They are 
found in several cultures and 
regions, especially in North 
and Western Africa. The 
kaftan is often worn as a coat 
or as an overdress, usually 
having long s leeves  and 
reaching to the ankles while it 
is worn as a light-weight, 
loose-fitting garment in some 
regions that have a warm 
climate. The uses or names of  
kaftan vary from culture to 
culture in a Turkic kaftan, 
Moroccan kaftan, Algerian 
kaftan, West African kaftan. 
Kaftan has been the most 
important component of  the 
Turkic empire in India (Seljuk 
and the Ottomans) over the 
years. In Algeria, the male 

include sleeves with elaborate 
fr i l ls,  ruff les,  and puffs. 
African designers are blending 
statement sleeves into dresses, 
tops, jumpsuits and even 
jackets.

Ankara Palazzo
Ankara palazzos are not 

o n l y  m o d e r n  b u t  a l s o 
comfortable. Unlike tight and 
fitted pants, palazzos are wide, 
flowing and of  course eye 
catching. These days palazzos 
are made with ankara chiffon 
fabric  and even the traditional 
ankara wax print. The result is 
amazing. Ankara palazzos are 
worn with fitted polo tops, 
white tees, spaghetti tops, tank 
tops and jackets.

Ankara Maxi Skirts
Ankara maxi skirts will 

never go out of  style and are 
sure to stick around for a 
while. Ankara maxi skirts are 
the perfect informal dress for 
birthdays and beach parties. 
To create the perfect look, pair 
ankara maxi skirts with a crop 
or fitted top, some chunky 
jewelry and wedge sandals or 
flat sandals.

Ankara Jackets
Ankara jackets are an all 

time favorite. These jackets 
come in different styles as 
short jackets, long jackets, 
bomber jackets and peplum 
jackets. Ankara Jackets are 
versatile semi formal wears 
that can be worn to just about 
any time of  outing, whether 
formal, informal or semi 
formal.

Ankara Scarves
A n k a r a  s c a r v e s  a r e 

trending this season. As more 
African women embrace the 
beauty of  natural kinky hair, 
ankara scarves are no more 
used as just fashion accessories 
but also to protect natural hair 
from excessive sun and wind 
exposure.  And don't forget 
they are very stylish too. 
Ankara scarves come in just 
about any style, color or 
pattern you can think of, and 
of  course there are different 
knitting and styling techniques 
to keep a modern woman 
trendy and fashionable.

Ankara Mermaid Dress
Ankara mermaid dress is a 

popular style for weddings and 
aso ebi. Mermaid dresses are 
figure flattering, eye catching 
and very feminine. Apart from 
wedding par t ies,  ankara 
mermaid dresses are popularly 
used for red carpet events and 
proms. There are different 
styles of  mermaid dresses 
available, be sure to stay up to 
date with the latest one.

Senator Wear
Senator Wear is typically a 

mascul ine  a t t i re.  Whi le 
S e n a t o r  W e a r  l o o k s 
conser va t ive  on  a  man, 
Senator Wear is fashionable 
and eye catching on a woman. 
Senator Wear is a stylish, 
androgynous outfit for the 
modern woman. Fortunately 
for us, there are different 
colors, styles and designs 
available. Pair this attire with 
stilettos.
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threw his fans, colleagues 
and social media into a 
frenzy on Wednesday after 
sharing pictures of  himself  
and his baby boy on his 
Instagram page.

The actor said it was high 
time the world met his son, 
Star Dike Munachimso Yul 
Edochie, whom he loves as 
much as his other children.

s expected, the news 

Awasn't well-received 
by his first wife, May.

In the comment, Yul's first 
wife, May, wrote: “May God 
judge you both.”

Yul married his first wife, 
May, at the young age of  22, in 
2004, after they had both dated 
for six years.

The couple celebrated 
t h e i r  1 7 t h  w e d d i n g 
anniversary in October 2021.

c h i d i  C h i k e r e ,  a TNollywood producer and 
actor, has slammed those 

criticising Yul Edochie for taking 
a second wife.

Chikere, hailing Edochie, said 
most of  those criticising the actor 
are worse in private, adding that 
Nigeria is full of  hypocrites.

According to him, social 
media is not a court and Edochie 
can only be judged by the court of  
law and God.

His post on Instagram read, 
“ Yu l . Yu l e t i d e. O D O G W U 
Edochie.

“Most of  the men and women 
criticising you are worse in 
private. This society is full of  
hypocrites.

“Anyway, social media is not a 
court the real court lies with the 
law and God almighty.”

Edochie's announcement of  
his second wife and son on 
Wednesday raised eyebrows and 

stirred conversations 
online.

Especially after the 
actor's first wife made 
a comment saying 
'May God judge you 
both.”

While some parties 
opined that taking a 
second wife is better 
than having a baby 
mama, some chastised 
him for having an 
affair as a Christian.

The development 
has led to Nigerians 
declar ing Edochie 
unfit to be Nigeria's 
president in 2023.

Interestingly, May gave 
hints about troubles in her 
marriage in November 2021 
after sharing a cryptic message 
on IG.

The mother-of- four took 
to her Instagram page, where 
she shared a post that had the 
photos of  Barack and Michelle 
Obama in their early years and 
then when they became the 
U.S. first family.

“Never forget a woman 

who helped you build yourself  
and stand by you when you 
had nothing… if  she was with 
you in hell, be with her in 
paradise,” the post read.

She captioned the post 
with the quote “Not for this 

ollywood actor 

Ncum politician, 
Yul Edochie has 

reacted to criticism for 
taking a second wife.

The senior wife of  
Edochie, offended by the 
post, took to the comment 
section, and wrote: “May 
God judge you both.”

This has since stirred 
r e a c t i o n s  o n l i n e  a s 
Edochie had once hailed 
his first wife for standing 

by him for 16 years while 
he was struggling.

On Thursday, Edochie 
took to his Instagram 
page sharing a picture of  
his first wife, May.

Alongside the picture, 
the presidential aspirant 
said his first wife will 
always remain number 
one.

T h e  p o s t  r e a d : 
“Number one, May Yul 
Edochie. Undisputed.”

generation.”
“I'm not shocked that he 

h a s  a  s o n  w i t h o u t  m y 
knowledge.  A child that 
doesn't listen to his father end 
up cutting his or her life span 
short.”

ul Edochie shocked Yf a n s  a n d  t h r ew 
social media into a 

frenzy on Wednesday when 
he introduced his fifth son to 
the public. Famous Nigerian 
actor and movie director Yul 
Edochie has welcomed a 
son with his second wife, 
Judy Austin.

The 40-year-old actor 

s reactions continue 

At o  t r a i l  Y u l 
E d o c h i e ' s 

announcement of  a second 
wife with his new son, his 
f a t h e r  a n d  v e t e r a n 
Nollywood actor, Chief  Pete 
E d o c h i e ,  h a s  g i v e n 
ultimatum. Pete who spoke 
Wednesday out  r ight ly 
banished son's newly found 
second wife Judy Austin 
from entering his household.

While reacting to the 
saga, Pete said, “I want the 
whole world and Nigerians 
to understand that as an Igbo 
man, I never support my son 
actions and as a statesman, I 
only recognize his first wife 
as the only authenticated 
wife of  my son, the rest is 

opula r  Ins tag ram Pc e l e b r i t y,  P a s c a l 
Okechukwu, known 

as Cubana Chief  Priest has 
warned against the practice 
of  polygamy, declaring it 
dangerous.

This is coming at a time 
w h e n  Y u l  E d o c h i e 
announced his marriage to a 
second wife, Judy Austin 
despite spending 16years 
with his first wife, May.

C u b a n a  C h i e f P r i e s t 
warned that polygamy is 'war' 
which ends up destroying a 
generation with hate and 
jealousy.

According to him, men 
can have side chics but should 
avoid numbering their wives 
as it is painful and breeds 
competition.

His post read: “Polygamy 
Is Dangerous, It's a huge 
p r o b l e m  t h a t  e n d s  u p 
d e s t r o y i n g  a n  e n t i r e 
g e n e r a t i o n  w i t h  h a t e, 
competition and jealousy that 
comes with it.

“You can number houses, 
businesses, cars, jewellers, 
side chics etch but please 
never you number wives, it's 
so painful and hurting.”

He went ahead to warn 
men against bringing wars to 
their homes, adding that the 
home should be a place of  
peace, not war.

“Do unto others what 
you want them to do unto 
you. Don't bring war to your 
home. Home should be a 
place of  absolute peace. 
POLYGAMY is War !!!

banished from entering my 
household.”

He noted that marrying 
two wives does not confer a 
manly status on anyone.

Pe t e,  w h o  p u b l i c ly 
endorsed his son, Yul, for the 
2023 Nigerian presidential 
election, said that getting 
with another wife simply 
means that one is ready to 
suffer and breed confusion 
among his generation.

The veteran actor bore 
his mind on the second wife 
and son that Yul had outside 
his knowledge, after having 
four children from the first 
wife

According to him, “right 
from when Yul was still a 
child, he never listened to 
him. 

Friday 29 - Saturday 30 April, 2022  

Yul Edochie seemingly toeing the path of Ned Nwoko
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f  you want flawless skin, Imake green apples your 
best friend.
We all are familiar with 

the proverb, "an apple a day 
keeps the doctor away.” 

A p p l e s  a r e  r i c h  i n 

h e n  g a r l i c  i s 

Wconsumed raw, it 
c a n  c a u s e 

halitosis, or bad breath. Garlic 
includes sulfur-containing 
compounds, which give it its 
d i s t inc t ive  odor.  Gar l ic 
consumption is beneficial to 
the body, although many 
individuals avoid it due to foul 
breath. 

Here are a few ways to 
enjoy garlic without having to 
worry about bad breath; 

Rinse your mouth with 
water after eating garlic: 
U s i n g  a  m o u t h wa s h , 
particularly one with a 
strong odor like peppermint 
mouthwash, can help to 
eliminate bad breath. You 
can also use a mouthwash 
that contains chlorine 
dioxide to remove bacteria 
and small food particles.

Drink green tea: Green 
tea contains antioxidants 
called polyphenols, which 
help reduce the dour-
causing chemicals in garlic. 
You can squeeze lemon into 
a cup of  warm water and 
drink it after eating garlic.

Take spearmint gum: 
One of  the temporary ways 
of  getting rid of  garlic 
b rea th  i s  by  chewing 
spearmint gum. It also 
helps in saliva production, 
which  can  a id  in  the 
washing away of  bacteria 
and food particles.

Drink  water  a f te r 
eating garlic: Drinking 
water after eating garlic can 
help with garlic breath 
e l i m i n a t i o n .  W a t e r 
p r o m o t e s  s a l i v a 

production, which aids in 
the removal of  bad breath 
from the mouth. It also aids 
in the elimination of  garlic 
residues.

Br ush  your  t ee th : 
Brushing the teeth can help 
eliminate bad breath and 
also reduce the number of  
bacteria in the mouth. The 
bacteria causing bad breath 
a r e  u s u a l l y  f o u n d 
underneath the gums and in 
p l a q u e  o n  t h e  t e e t h . 
Brushing your teeth after 
eating garlic can help kill 
the bacteria.

T a k e  a p p l e  c i d e r 
vinegar:  Apples are a 

natural deodorant that can 
help with garlic breath. A 
spoon  o f  app l e  c ide r 
vinegar taken before and 
after eating garlic can assist 
in eliminating bad breath. 
Because this method has 
not been scientifically 
verified, you should see 
your doctor before using it.

Drink milk: Taking a 
g l a s s  o f  m i l k  c a n 
significantly reduce the 
l e v e l s  o f  t h e  s u l f u r 
compounds that give bad 
breath. It is suggested that 
you sip the milk as you eat 
the garlic.

the doctor away from you. 
An interesting fact about 

apples is that they come in 
various colours. One of  them 
is green. 

Green apples are lower in 
s u g a r  c o n t e n t .  T h e y, 

The deoxidants present 
in green apples delay ageing 
and prevent your skin from 
premature ageing. Vitamin 
A, Vitamin C, and phenol 
strengthen your body to fight 
out wrinkles, fine lines and 
dark circles. The deoxidants 
curb skin damage and value 
the quality of  the skin. 

Good for hydration
Putting the juice on the 

skin can be moisturizing and 
hydrating. There are face 
masks and face washes that 
are made of  apple juice that 
are good to serve the purpose. 
But enhance your skin from 
the inside out. Apart from the 
alien beauty products, eat 
g reen apples  for  bet ter 

antioxidants, vitamins like 
Vitamin C, Vitamin A, 
Vitamin K, fibre, minerals 
a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  o t h e r 
important nutrients that are 
benefactors to your health 
and at the end of  the day keep 

additionally, hold a lot of  
beauty and health benefits. 
Here's the list below: 

Reduces skin cancer risk
Green apple car r ies 

Vitamin C which guards the 
cells against the dangerous 
radiations that can mangle 
the skin and cause skin 
cance r.  As  i t  p rov ides 
nourishment to the skin, 
s av i n g  i t  f r o m  s eve r a l 
diseases and issues like 
eczema and dark circles. 
Regular consumption of  
green apples can give you 
relief  from an acne breakout. 

Fights against ageing

e e d  i s  a 

Wr e c r e a t i o n a l 
substance that 

young people smoke but it has 
a host of  side effects.

Mari juana (weed)  is 
gotten from the dried parts of  
the cannabis plant. 

The commonly slogan on 
cigarette packs says, "Smokers 
are liable to die young." This is a 
true and factual statement. 

Weed can be smoked, 
inhaled, cooked, baked and 
drank as tea. Weed is smoked 
recreationally with friends, 
and it is also a lifestyle habit. 

Weed makes some of  the 
users feel calm and relaxed 
w h i l e  i t  m i g h t  l e a d  t o 
increased depression and 
anxiety for some others. 

Weed has some positive 
value for people with cancer 
as it helps improve their 
appetite and relieve pain and 
nausea. 

However, there are quite 
a number of  downside to 
smoking weed. 

1. Weed contains toxic 
ca rc inogens  which  can 
exacerbate existing lung 
conditions like asthma and 
allergies. 

2. Smoking weed can lead 
to bronchitis which is the 
i n f l a m m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
bronchial tubes that carry 
blood into the lungs and 
phlegm which is  excess 
mucus in the respiratory tract. 

3 .  We e d  r a i s e s  t h e 
heartrate and makes the heart 
need more oxygen. If  a 
person has underlying heart 
issues, smoking weed makes 
them more susceptible to 
heart failure or heart attack. 

4.  Weed also causes 
glaucoma which is an eye 
condition that damages the 
nerve connecting the eye to 

the brain. 
5 Weed can also cause 

memory loss because the 
s u b s t a n c e  i n  c a n n a b i s 
unsettles neural signalling 
which sends receptors to the 
part of  the brain responsible 
for memories. 

6 Weed can interfere with 
everyday life when a person 
gets addicted to it. 

There is no guaranteed 
assurance that a person 
would live a long life but 
taking care of  your health by 
refusing to take in harmful 
substances, put you less at 
risk. 

results. 
Enhances hair growth
Loaded with an array of  

different ingredients, green 
apples strengthen your hair 
and enhance growth. Having 
a n  a p p l e  s h o u l d  b e 
encouraged if  you want long 
tresses. It can reduce your 
hair fall and give a thumbs up 
to the volume of  your hair. 

Dandruff  control
The paste made of  green 

apple peel and leaves can 
control dandruff. Try this 
paste if  dandruff  is a concern 
in your life. The green apple 
juice also reduces dandruff  if  
applied to the scalp regularly. 

Green apples: The beauty benefits 

Ways to deal with garlic breath

The downside of smoking weed 
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I am tired
 live in an old Victorian Ithat was turned into 
f o u r  s e p a r a t e 

apartments. Given the thin 
wa l l s,  I  have  become 
accustomed to a certain 
higher level of  noise, but my 
bedroom is right between 
the main staircases. I work 
odd hours and usually can 
sleep through the normal 
foot traffic, but recently a 
single mother with two 
young sons moved into the 
upper back unit. Her boys 
were elephants in another 
life and will run up and 
down the stairs for hours 
chasing each other.

I have tried being polite. 
I have left notes explaining 
the situation and asking to 
please keep the running to a 
minimum. I have tried 
talking to the mother. Her 
response was a nasty look 
and the excuse that little 
boys make noise and she 
can't let them play in the 
front yard because of  all the 
traffic. What could she 
possibly expected to do?

I tried talking to the 
boys, only they turned it 
into their new favorite 
game. I will be asleep and 
suddenly be forced awake 
b e c a u s e  t h e  b oy s  a r e 
jumping hard from landing 
to landing and screaming 
“boom.” The minute I open 
my door, they will shriek 
with glee and run back to 
t h e i r  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e 
neighbor on my floor has 
caught the boys doing this 
and has threatened to go to 
the landlord. I have asked 
her to give me time.

To be blunt: the mother 
is white and I am not. I am 
w o r r i e d  m o r e  a b o u t 
retaliation than my rent. 
My neighbor says if  the rest 
of  us in the building get 
together, we can force her 
out. She plans to get a 
camera on her door and 
tape the boys in the staircase 
and tell the landlord how 
they are damaging the 
property.

I don't want to escalate 
things but right now, I am 
sleeping on my couch just to 
get enough rest. Moving out 
isn't an option.

A: From the details in 
your letter, it sounds like 
you're in an environment 
where racial politics are 
c o m p l i c a t i n g  t h i n g s . 
H oweve r,  I  c a n ' t  t e l l 
whether you are in danger 
of  being unfair ly  and 
illegally evicted if  you 
complain about your white 
neighbor. So, I have to put 
that to the side, while 
acknowledging that you 
know better about what 
unspoken rules might be at 
play here.

That said, there are a 

had a mortgage, it was 
financially impossible for 
me to leave. I stayed in the 
new city by myself  and 
eventually made friends 
and set t led there.  My 
parents were also very hurt 
and angry, but when the 
baby came they mellowed 
and reconciled. My niece is 
now 5 and I have never met 
her. We take turns attending 
family functions because I 
can't bear to be in the same 
room as them. Recently my 
parents gently asked if  I 
would consider having a 
Christmas dinner with my 
sister. I told them I would 
think about it and I really 
did. I took a deep breath 
and went on my sister's 
Facebook page for the first 
time. There, I saw hundreds 
of  happy pictures of  them 
as a family. My ex-husband 
kissing her after she'd just 
given birth, photos of  the 
happy first birthday party, 
family trips, etc. She was 
tagged in a status update 
from my ex: “Celebrating 
a n o t h e r  a m a z i n g 
a n n i ve r s a r y  w i t h  my 
beautiful wife, thank you 
for giving me so much 
happiness and our perfect 
d a u g h t e r.”  I  l i t e r a l ly 
vomited after reading that. 
After five years, is it time for 
me to get over it and try to 
force myself  to at least 
tolerate their company? It's 
no wonder what you saw 
made you sick to your 
stomach. The violation 
against you was enormous. 
However, I don't think you 
should conclude that the 
only way you could be with 
them is to have a bunch of  
air-sickness bags with you. 
You have been in a bubble 
of  denial for the past five 
years, so a tidal wave of  
evidence of  the happy 
family life you feel these 
cheaters stole from you is 
bound to be overwhelming. 
If  over the past few years 
you'd had some minimal 
contact with them and 
knew your niece slightly, 
you would be in a different 
place emotionally now. Yes, 
y o u  m i g h t  h ave  s t i l l 
c o n c l u d e d  y o u  w a n t 
nothing to do with them, 
but you would have made 
that decision from a more 
rational place. So give 
yourself  time. You may 
want, possibly with the help 
of  a therapist or even a 
friend, to give yourself  
s o m e  d e s e n s i t i z a t i o n 
t h e r a p y.  I n s t e a d  o f  
consuming pictures of  the 
past five years at one gulp, 
over the next few months 
you could look occasionally 
at pictures of  your niece. 
She is the innocent party 
here, and focusing on her 
might enable you to see that 

A few months ago I 
joined an online group of  
like-minded people where 
we often discuss personal 
relationship problems. I 
have found that griping 
about  my husband  to 
anonymous people online 
is a lot better than venting 
my frustrations at him. 
Lately my husband has also 
b e e n  r e a l l y  g o o d  a t 
changing some of  the 
behaviors that have always 
driven me up the wall, and 
now I know why. While 
using his laptop, I happened 
to notice him logged in as 
one of  the members of  my 
group! He created a fake 
persona and has seen every 
gripe I ever typed about 
him! I haven't confronted 
him on this, and to be 
h o n e s t  i t  h a s  b e e n  a 
c o n v e n i e n t  w a y  t o 
indirectly communicate my 
frustrations to him. So 
should I tell him I know 
who he is, quit the group, or 
just let this be?

Advice from Temitope 
I'm sure my husband would 
love me to follow your lead 
and post my complaints 
online instead of  expressing 
them directly to him. Then 
he'd follow your husband's 
example of  not discussing 
any of  this with me. Where 
he'd differ is the part where 
he logs on and reads my 
nagging, then dedicates 
himself  to meeting my 
standards of  the perfect 
husband. Your situation 
sounds like a variation of  
that dreadful Pina Colada 
song. But I'd find your 
version more believable if  it 
turned out your husband 
was remaking himself  to 
please you in order to divert 
you from exploring the fact 
that most of  his time online 
is spent looking for kinky 
sex par tners.  I t ' s  a lso 
possible that you haven't 
paid enough attention to the 
male poster on this site who 
complains that his hyper 
controlling witch of  a wife 
doesn't even appreciate 
when he makes the changes 
she wants. I suggest that, to 
get back to face-to-face 
communication, you tell 
your online audience that 
y o u r  h u s b a n d  h a s 
undergone a remarkable 
transformation and you're 
so moved by this that you're 
going to let him know how 
much his efforts have meant 
to you. Then do so, in 
person, including letting 
your husband know you 
know he's a member of  your 
rant group. 

Help! My Husband 
Wants Me to Pretend to Be 
Someone Else We Know 
During Sex

My husband and I have 
resolved to be more open 

number of  spoken and 
written rules that apply and 
tip things in your favor. 
Chief  among them is the 
Covenant  o f  Peacefu l 
Enjoyment that is included 
in most leases and, when 
not included, is implied by 
the lease agreement (I am 
not a lawyer; so you'll want 
to get this information 
c o n f i r m e d  b y  a  l o c a l 
t e n a n t ' s  r i g h t s 
organization). Your new 
neighbor isn't renting the 
s ta i rcase,  so  her  boys 
shouldn't be using it as their 
personal playground. You 
and the other neighbor 
should go to the landlord 
t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a k e  a 
complaint. You also might 
want to put it in writing to 
the  l and lo rd .  I t ' s  the 
landlord's responsibility to 
take care of  this and it's in 
t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  a s 
well—I'm sure they don't 
want two kids tearing up 
their staircase.

D e a r  O m a ,
My husband and I both 
were raised in households 
where our dads yelled. 
While my husband had 
(and sti l l  has) a great 
relationship with his dad 
despite this—and sees him 
as a good role model—I did 
not have a good relationship 
with mine. What I mostly 
remember is trying my best 
to stay out of  his way and 
walking on eggshells to 
keep from annoying or 
antagonizing him.

My husband and I very 
rarely get into arguments in 
which he raises his voice, 
but from time to time it does 
happen, and I have to ask 
him not to yell at me. I do 
not think it's a stretch to say 
that he will at some point in 
the  future  ye l l  a t  our 
daughter. (She's only 9 
months old now.) I don't 
like the idea of  this at all. It 
brings back a lot of  bad 
memories and feelings from 
my  c h i l d h o o d .  A m  I 
unreasonable to not want 
my husband to yell at our 
daughter at all, ever?

Unbearable Betrayal
When my ex and I were 

married, we had trouble 
conceiving and years of  
heartache. I thought our 
m a r r i a g e  w a s  s t r o n g 
enough to survive this, then 
I discovered he was having 
an affair with my sister. We 
had a huge, traumatic 
confrontation and my then 
husband and I decided to 
move and make a fresh 
start. A few weeks after we 
moved, my sister gave the 
news that—surprise!—she 
was pregnant. My ex then 
divorced me to start a 
family with her. Because I'd 
just started a new job and 

painful as it is, something 
positive has come out of  all 
this. Whatever you decide 
vis-a-vis your sister, be 
proud that you have moved 
on and built a happy life for 
yourself. (And how often do 
brothers- and sisters-in-law 
get it on? Just a few weeks 
ago I got a letter from a 
wo m a n  w h o s e  f i a n c é 
impregnated his brother's 
w i f e,  bu t  the  b ro the r 
remains none the wiser.).

D e a r  O m a ,
My wife and I have a 20-
month-old, and he clearly 
favors me, which leaves my 
w i f e  u p s e t  a n d  s a d 
constantly. I currently work 
from home while my wife 
works out of  the house, so I 
g e t  t o  s e e  h i m  m o r e 
throughout the day. I help 
out around the house and 
do the majority of  the 
housework so my wife can 
maximize the time she 
spends with him when she 
gets home. However, this is 
not working as well as I 
hoped, as he still comes to 
me more frequently and is 
less fussy with me. Is there 
anything else I can do to 
help?

I have a message for 
your wife: It's not personal, 
M o m !  I t ' s  p e r f e c t l y 
understandable that the 
parent who is there all day 
to kiss boo-boos, to get 
snacks, and to point out 
birds is going to be the one a 
toddler gravitates to. That 
doesn't mean he's alienated 
from his mother. But she is 
exacerbating this by going 
into a hurt funk when he 
seeks out Dad. Even a 20-
month-old can tell Mommy 
is unhappy. Your wife needs 
to get in a more natural 
rhythm with her son. You 
are not focused exclusively 
on him all day, but have a 
natural byplay with him. 
But when she comes home, 
she seems to be expecting to 
concentrate a day's worth 
of  missing him into a few 
hours. She needs to feel 
more at ease in her own 
home. Maybe when she 
arrives home, all of  you can 
take a walk around the 
block as a way of  transition. 
Maybe she can make dinner 
and your son can get an 
apron and stool and help 
her. If  he gets fussy, you 
should  make yourse l f  
scarce, Dad, and let them 
work it out. The sooner 
both of  you accept this is a 
phase, and a natural one, 
the more quickly it will pass 
and the stronger your son's 
bonds with his mother will 
be.

Help! My Husband 
Found the Online Group 
Where I Complain About 
Him

about our sexual desires 
after a long “dry spell,” 
which has really revitalized 
a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r 
relationship and made us 
much happier. We often 
dress up during sex, which 
is really fun, but recently he 
confessed a desire that gave 
me pause. He wants me to 
d r e s s  u p  a s  a  c a s u a l 
acquaintance of  ours. He 
wants to call me her name 
and for me to wear a very 
particular kind of  clothing 
she wears. I'm not sure what 
to think. It's kind of  gross, 
and also suggests he'd 
rather be sleeping with her. 
Then again, maybe I should 
be glad he's not and he's 
making do with what he's 
got (me). What should I do?

My husband and I have 
resolved to be more open 
about our sexual desires 
after a long “dry spell,” 
which has really revitalized 
a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r 
relationship and made us 
much happier. We often 
dress up during sex, which 
is really fun, but recently he 
confessed a desire that gave 
me pause. He wants me to 
d r e s s  u p  a s  a  c a s u a l 
acquaintance of  ours. He 
wants to call me her name 
and for me to wear a very 
particular kind of  clothing 
she wears. I'm not sure what 
to think. It's kind of  gross, 
and also suggests he'd 
rather be sleeping with her. 
Then again, maybe I should 
be glad he's not and he's 
making do with what he's 
got (me). What should I do?

Of course it sounds to 
you as if  he'd rather be 
sleeping with her. But I 
don't think it means that. I 
think it means that with this 
new fantasy-play in your 
marriage, he gets to act out 
sleeping with other people 
while sleeping with you. 
But your letter expresses the 
d o w n s i d e  o f  m a k i n g 
manifest the erotic tapes we 
run in our own heads. It's 
one thing for you two to 
pretend to, say, meet at a bar 
as strangers and pick each 
other up. But it's a little 
dangerous for your husband 
to ask you to be someone 
else in your social orbit. 
Unsurprisingly, this has left 
you disconcerted. You can 
t e l l  h i m  t h i s  b o t h e r s 
yo u — f o r  t h e  o b v i o u s 
reasons—but you're going 
to give it a try. It may be that 
you surprise yourself  at 
how much fun it is to be 
“Darlene” for a night. 
Alternately, you can tell 
him that his fantasy is 
crashing into your reality, 
and you just can't get into 
pretending to be someone 
you both see, and whom 
you now know he'd like to 
sleep with.

Letter to Oma
Friday 29 - Saturday 30 April, 2022  
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The madness called race for 
the presidency

N
igeria and 
Nigerians and 
of  course those 

outside the country 
have been watching 
what will be referred to 
political Melodrama by 
those who are wanting 
to become president of 
this country.

What started as 
a norm issue of  a 
mere purchasing of, 
“expression of  interest 
form” and nomination 
form has come out to 
be indeed ”A show of 
Political rascality”.

Admittedly we have 
over 20 Political parties 
in Nigeria as at today.

However, they are 
for the purpose of 
relevance, two main 
Political Parties. These 
are the ruling party. All 
Progressive Congress 
and the People 
Democratic party which 
is in the opposition.

However, there is 
also the All Progressive 
Grand Alliance.

Interestingly, the 
political parties 
announced to the public 
for the sale of  expression 
of  interest form and the 
nomination form. 

The high point of 
this exercise was when 
the ruling party, APC 
announced that its 
expression of  interest 
form and the nomination 
form would cost ant 
interested aspirant  for 
#100,000,000m( One 
Hundred  Million  Naira 
)each .

On each part PDP 
announced that its two 

forms will be going for 
#40,000,000m (Forty 
Million Naira).

This announcement 
of  #100,000,000m 
(One Hundred Million) 
for a form APC jolted 
members of  the public.

Some thought that it 
was a huge joke. Others 
dismiss it with a wave 
of  the hand.

Today, to the greatest 
shock of  Nigerians some 
aspirants of  both APC 
and PDP have started to 
buy their forms.

What is more 
interesting is all the 
manner and caliber of 
people purchasing the 
APC form.  As today 
while many Nigerians 
are expecting that APC 
will reduce the cost 
of  buying its form, 
and many aspirants 
particularly those with 
heavy financial backings 
have already purchased 
the form.

What appears to be 
the most ridiculous 
aspect of  this exercise 
is the manner of  people 
of  different status has 
expressed interest for 
the presidency.

Although, many 
Nigerians have 
condemned in its 
entirety the fell off 
nomination form at 
#100,000,000m (One 
Hundred Million).

Big Whigs like Bola 
Tinubu and the Barrister 
Yemi Osibanjo have 
been assured by their 
supporters to raise such 
money if  need be. To 
them it is not a problem.

On the other hand, 
many Nigerians have 
raised the question of 
the capability of  some 
aspirant like Dr Chris 
Ngige and others of  his 
caliber, the possibility of 
raising #100,000,000m 
to buy form. Many 
believe that if  a person 
like Ngige a public 
officer to buy a form for 
#100,000,000m (One 
Hundred Million) where 
could he raise money 
for the presidential 
election?

Many other aspirants 
on the side of  APC 
have been considered 
incapable of  raising 
such money not to talk 
of  presidential election!

As we already know, 
presidential elections 
in this country is a 
herculean undertaken.

A candidate is to 

cover effectively all 
the 36states in the 
country and to a 
limited level cover 
all the 105 senatorial 
districts and the 774 
local government in the 
country. This is indeed 
a highly demanding 
responsibility.

From this perspective, 
a rough estimate of  a 
presidential race in this 
country is likely to cost 
over #1,000,000,000b. 
These may be a very low 
estimation. Because a 
presidential election, 
in fact, and indeed, 
has become prohibitive 
undertaken in this 
country.

What is very 
interesting is the rate 
with which people 
are contesting for the 
presidency.

To me as a political 
scientist and analyst 
strongly believe that 
many aspirants are been 
sponsored by other 
candidate, as strategic 
option to whither down 
the capacity of  other 
aspirants.

Another reason “may 
be that these jokers are 
using this process to 
market their image but 
to drop off  all along the 
line.

Whatever happens 
and whatever is the 
reason, some of  these 
aspirants who are to all 
intents and purposes 
are not wordy to contest 
for local Chairmanship, 
and to my mind are 
”big pretenders “indeed 
they are creating the 
atmosphere of  madness 
in presidential election 
processes.

The high point of this exercise 
was when the ruling party, APC 

announced that its expression of 
interest form and the nomination form 

would cost ant interested aspirant  
for #100,000,000m( One Hundred  

Million  Naira )each. On each part 
PDP announced that its two forms 

will be going for #40,000,000m (Forty 
Million Naira). This announcement of 
#100,000,000m (One Hundred Million) 

for a form APC jolted members of 
the public. Some thought that it was 
a huge joke. Others dismiss it with a 

wave of the hand.

Another reason “may be that these 
jokers are using this process to market 
their image but to drop off all along 

the line. Whatever happens and 
whatever is the reason, some of these 

aspirants who are to all intents and 
purposes are not wordy to contest for 
local Chairmanship, and to my mind 
are ”big pretenders “indeed they are 
creating the atmosphere of madness 

in presidential election processes.
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Alberto Zangrillo, head of  
the Intensive Care Unit at 
San Raffaele Hospital, told 
Italian news agency ANSA: 
“I am outraged by phone 
c a l l s  f r o m  s o - c a l l e d 
journalists speculating on 
the life of  a man who is 
fighting.”

A tweet from Raiola's 
account on Thursday read: 
“Current health status for 
the ones wondering: p****d 
off  second time in 4 months 
they kill me. Seem also able 
to resuscitate.”

Raiola has been dealing 
with an unspecified illness 
for some time and back in 
Januar y  h i s  entourage 

eports that football R“super agent” Mino 
Raiola has died are 

“fake news”, his agency told 
AFP on Thursday after 
I t a l i a n  m e d i a  w i d e l y 
claimed that he had passed 
away aged 54.

When asked by AFP 
whether the reports were 
true, Raiola's agency said: 
“Mino is not dead, the 
stories are fake news”. The 
agency would not reveal 
Raiola's whereabouts or 
whether he was sick.

Raiola was hospitalised 
o n  T h u r s d a y  a n d 
widespread reports in Italy 
claimed he had died, but 

helsea FC manager, 

CThomas Tuchel, said 
plans to s ign new 

players for next season are 
running behind schedule due 
to the uncertainty over the 
club's ownership. 

He  added that the squad 
would require only “cosmetic 
surgery.” 

Chelsea were put up for 
sale by Russian billionaire 
Roman Abramovich following 
Russia's invasion of  Ukraine, 
which Moscow calls a “special 
military operation.” 

Sanctions imposed by the 
B r i t i s h  g o ve r n m e n t  o n 
Abramovich mean Chelsea 
are unable to sign new players 
or renew existing contracts.

Tuchel confirmed at the 
w e e k e n d  t h a t  A n t o n i o 
Rudiger would leave after his 
contract expires, with Andreas 
Christensen also looking likely 
to depart. 

“You're never fully sure, 
but we would have some 
targets and we would for sure 
have contacted some players 
and found out about their 

situations. 
“Now our hands are tied, 

we can still have the talks 
inside the building but we 
cannot act. 

“The situation is not ideal. 
I t  would be chal lenging 
enough with a stable situation. 
We don't have that so everyone 
is doing it for the first time,” 
said Tuchel. 

W h i l e  M a n c h e s t e r 
United's interim manager, 
Ralf  Rangnick, said, last 
week, that his club needed an 
“open heart operation” to fix 
their issues, Tuchel gave a 
more positive outlook for 
Chelsea. 

“Cosmetic surgery,” he 
responded when asked if  
Chelsea needed the same. “I 
would be less concerned if  we 
still had the same ownership, if  
we could rely on our structure. 

“As this is also in question 
we are not concerned, but 
aware, of  the danger that the 
situation is maybe a bit more 
complex.” 

Chelsea are third in the 
Premier League on 65 points 
from 32 matches, while United 
are sixth on 54 points from 34 
matches. 

Juventus general manager, 
Giuseppe Marotta said that 
Raiola earned 27 million 
Euros ($28.3 million) from 
t h e  s a l e  o f  F r a n c e 
international, Pogba from 
Juventus to Manchester 
United that summer.

Football Leaks claimed 
that Raiola had received 49 
million Euros from three 
parties in the then world 
record 105 million-euro 
transfer.

eve n – t i m e  A f r i c a n 

Schampions Nigeria have 
high expectations as 

they head to Niamey, capital 
of  Niger Republic for this 
y e a r ' s  WA F U  B  U 2 0 
Championship taking place in 
that country between 7th and 
20th May.

Nigeria's contingent will 
fly into Niamey today and the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
has arranged two friendly 
matches in Niamey to put the 
team in premium shape and 
readiness for the competition 
proper.

Head  Coach ,  Ladan 
Bosso has selected a team of  
28 players who will compete 
a g a i n s t  G h a n a ' s  B l a c k 
Satellites and the Young 
Etalons of  Burkina Faso in 
G r o u p  B.  H o s t s  N i g e r 
Republic, Benin Republic, 
Togo and Cote d'Ivoire will 

i t l e - c h a s i n g TLiverpool will play 
two Premier League 

games in the final week of  
the campaign after their 
match against Southampton 
was rescheduled due to their 
participation in the FA Cup 
final.Jurgen Klopp's men 
will travel to the south coast 
for their penultimate fixture 
of  the league season on 
Tuesday, May 17, three days 
after their date at Wembley 
with Chelsea.

Q u a d r u p l e - c h a s i n g 
Liverpool, who already have 
the League Cup in their 
trophy cabinet, are going 
head to head with reigning 
champions Manchester City 
for the title.

They are one point 
behind Pep Guardiola's City 
with five games remaining 
for both teams.

City's trip to Wolves, 
which was postponed due to 
their FA Cup semi-final 
against Liverpool, has been 

scheduled for May 11.
Guardiola's men face a 

tough trip to West Ham on 
May 15 and conclude their 
season a week later at home 
t o  A s t o n  Vi l l a ,  w h i l e 

Liverpool host Wolves on 
the final day.

Liver pool  and City 
could also meet in the final 
of  the Champions League if  
both win their semi-final ties.

battle in Group A. Head 
Coach, Ladan Bosso has 
selected a team of  28 players 
who will compete against 
Ghana's Black Satellites and 
the Young Etalons of  Burkina 
Faso in Group B. Hosts Niger 
Republic, Benin Republic, 
Togo and Cote d'Ivoire will 
battle in Group A. wo teams 
will sail into the semi-finals 

dinese  d i rec tor, 

UPierpaolo Marino 
would not be drawn 

on the permanent signing of  
Arsenal defender Pablo 
Mari.

T h e  c e n t r e - b a c k  i s 
currently on loan at the Serie 
A club, where he has been 
very impressive.

However, Udinese do not 
have a buy option within the 
contract, which means there 
is no set fee they can pay 
Arsenal to secure the player.

They will instead have to 
negotiate with the English 
side, which director Marino 
wanted to make clear to 
reporters.

“Mari is an Arsenal 
player. It is already unusual 
for such a player to come to 
Udinese, not because we 
don't deserve it, but because 
in general the path is the 
opposi te,”  Marino told 
DAZN.

“It will be difficult to 
keep him, but we will try.”

from each group, with the two 
f i n a l i s t s  q u a l i f y i n g  t o 
represent the WAFU B zone at 
the 2023 Africa U20 Cup of  
Nations.

Egypt will host the 2023 
Africa U20 Cup of  Nations 
while Indonesia will host the 
2023 FIFA U20 World Cup 
finals. All four semi-finalists 
from the tournament in Egypt 
will qualify to represent Africa 
in Indonesia.

tweeted he was taken to the 
San Raffaele for what were 
described as routine checks.

Raiola, whose clients 
include World Cup winner, 
P a u l  P o g b a ,  Z l a t a n 
Ibrahimovic and one of  
world football's hottest new 
p r o p e r t i e s ,  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund forward, Erling 
Braut Haaland, is one of  the 
sport's biggest agents and 
m o s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
characters.

He has been accused of  
inflating player salaries to 
unsustainable levels and has 
b e e n  e m b r o i l e d  i n 
c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r 
commiss ions  made  on 
transfers.

In October 2016 former 

Football agent, Mino Raiola critically ill in Milan hospital,
not dead - Reports

Chelsea's plans to sign new players
behind schedule – Tuchel

WAFU B Tourney: Bosso leads Flying
Eagles to Niamey

Pablo Mari still an Arsenal player says 
Udinese director Marino

Liverpool face fixture crunch in
Premier League title bid

RaiolaRaiolaRaiola

BossoBossoBosso

Liverpool playersLiverpool playersLiverpool playersMariMariMari

TuchelTuchelTuchel
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anchester United Mhave launched a 
bid for Napoli 

striker Victor Osimhen.
T h e  N i g e r i a 

international has attracted 
enquiries from Arsenal in 
recent days, while Newcastle 

head of  their game 

Aagainst Chelsea at 
Goodison Park on 

Sunday, Alex Iwobi has 
insisted that Everton will 
g ive  the i r  a l l  a s  they 
continue their fight to avoid 
relegation at the end of  the 
season. 

The Toffees currently 
find themselves on the 
wrong side of  the EPL log 
as they occupy the 18th 
p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  a 
disappointing campaign. 

It has been tough for the 
club from Merseyside, who 
have only won eight league 
matches this season, lost 
19, and have 29 points from 
32 games. 

They sit just above 
Watford and Norwich City 
on the Premier League 
table with a game to play.

Despite putting up a 
g r e a t  d i s p l ay  a g a i n s t 
Liverpool at Anfield on 
Sunday, Everton suffered 
yet another 2-0 defeat in the 
hands of  their rivals and a 
victory for Burnley saw 
Frank Lampard's men go 
d o w n  o n e  s t e p ,  a n d 

increasing their likelihood 
of  getting relegated from 
the Premier League for the 
first time in their history. 

But  Iwobi  remains 
defiant, saying Everton will 
do everything to ensure 
they remain in the Premier 
League, starting with the 
game against Chelsea on 
Sunday. 

“It's not going to be 
easy but we're ready for it,” 
Iwobi told Everton TV. 

“We are not going to 
dwell on this (derby defeat). 
Especially with the captain, 
Seamus,  he  i s  a lways 
helping us to keep our 
heads up and go again. 

“We need everyone. It's 
a team thing and everyone 
is ready to fight. 

“We know where we 
are. We are going to focus 
on ourselves, prepare for 
Chelsea and try to get a 
result.

“ W e  h a v e  g r e a t 
chemistry and great spirit in 
the team. I'm sure we can 
get out of  this situation.” 

“We were able to make 
chances and we just needed 

to be more clinical. 
He added, “Even when 

we went a goal down, we 
still had the belief  we could 
get one back and we had a 
few chances to equalise. 

“Everyone put 100 per 
cent in and we just have to 
go again.

“You can see everyone 
is fighting for the manager 
and for ourselves. We have 
a lot to prove.” 

a p o l i  p r e s i d e n t , 

NA u r e l i o  d e 
L a u r e n t i i s ,  h a s 

confirmed new contract talks 
with Dries Mertens.

D e  L a u r e n t i i s  w a s 
spotted at Mertens' family 

home this week.
“We met at his home and 

we'll speak again at the end of  
the season. He loves Napoli 
and Naples,” ADL said.

“I told him that he has an 
option for another year and 
we must sit down to talk. He 
will decide when.

“I think at the end of  the 
season. If  he wants to stay, we 
are ready. He is in love with 
the lifestyle in Naples. He has 
left the mark with his goals 
and there should be no 
problems about a contract 
extension.”

i c o l a s  P e p e  i s 

Nreportedly set to 
h o l d  t a l k s  w i t h 

Arsenal at the end of  the 
season, with two years still 
left to run on his contract at 
the Emirates Stadium.

Since joining for a club-
record fee in 2019, the Ivory 
Coast international has 

scored 27 goals  in 109 
appearances for the Gunners.

Despite appearing in over 
100 games for Arsenal, Pepe 
has struggled for playing time 
this season, starting just five 
Premier League matches.

T h e  2 6 - y e a r - o l d  i s 
reportedly disappointed with 
his lack of  minutes this term, 

which could result in the 
former Lille man holding 
ta lks  wi th  the  Arsenal 
hierarchy about his future.

According to reports, the 
Gunners are looking to add 
numbers to their forward 
line, with further additions in 
the final third likely to push 
Pepe  fur ther  down the 
pecking order.

Before any talks take 
place in the summer, the 
Ivorian is said to be focused 
on the run-in, as Arsenal bid 
to qualify for the Champions 
League.

auricio Pochettino Mhas quashed talk of  
him and Kylian 

Mbappe leaving Paris Saint-
Germain this summer by 
saying the pair will '100 per 
cent' be at the club next 
season.

After PSG clinched the 
Ligue 1 t i t le  last  week, 
r u m o u r s  e m e r g e d  o f  
disharmony between the 
Argentine coach and the 
club's hierarchy, with both 
Pochettino and spor ting 
director Leonardo's jobs said 
to be under threat.

But Pochettino, who has 
also been linked with a return 
to Tottenham this summer, 
told a press conference both 
he and star striker Mbappe, 
whose contract runs out at the 
end of  June, will definitely be 
at the Parc des Princes next 
season.

Pochettino went into 
d e t a i l  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s 
statement, announcing there 
have been no fresh talks about 
h i s  fu ture  and  tha t  h i s 
relationship with the PSG 
hierarchy is “good”.

“There haven't been any 
concrete talks, beyond what is 
normal in terms of  our plans 
with what we have been doing 
so far,” he added. “We have a 
natural relationship, we 
communicate  regarding 

different topics.
“Of  course, they change 

d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e 
circumstances at the time but 
the relationship and the 
communication are good. We 
keep working hard, not just 
bearing in mind the present, 
b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e 
responsibility in this job 
which is to think about the 
future, so that is what we are 
doing.

“That [the fact me and 
Mbappe are staying] is how I 
feel today. That is what I can 
say to you today. I can't say 
anything else. That is how I 
feel right now.

front of  him and is today 
scheduling a meeting with 
the player's agents to discuss 
the move.

For his part, Osimhen 
has ambitions of  playing in 
the Premier League, though 

United's lack of  Champions 
League football could be an 
issue.

The striker has scored 16 
goals  in 28 games this 
season, having joined Napoli 
in 2020 from Lille for €75m.

failed with an €80m offer in 
January.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a 
Repubblica, United have 
now tabled a €100m cash 
offer for Osimhen.

Napoli president Aurelio 
de Laurentiis has the deal in 

Man Utd make €100m cash bid for Napoli striker, Victor Osimhen

Arsenal to hold talks with Nicolas Pepe this summer

Iwobi targets win over Chelsea
as Everton battle relegation

Pochettino sure of Mbappe's stay
at PSG

Napoli president, De Laurentiis
confirms Mertens contract talks

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

MbappeMbappeMbappe

MertensMertensMertens

PepePepePepe

England
16:00 Watford - Burnley -- 2
16:00 Wolves – Brighton – X2
18:30 Leeds - Manchester City-- 2
13:30 Newcastle – Liverpool—Ov 2.5

La Liga
16:15 Real Madrid - Espanyol – 1x

Serie A
15:00 AC Milan – Fiorentina-- 1
15:00 Empoli – Torino—X2

Bundesliga
15:30 Mainz - Bayern Munich-- 2

Others
20:00 Heracles - Twente -- 2
21:00 Sparta Rotterdam - AZ Alkmaar-- 2
21:30 Ceramica Cleopatra - Al Ahly—Un 
3.5
16:00 Blackburn – Bournemouth—X2
17:00 Dakkada FC - Plateau United-- x2
18:00 Viking – Haugesund— Ov 1.5
21:30 El Gouna – Pyramids – Un 3.5
20:00 PAOK - AEK Athens FC-- 1
17:00 MFM FC - Enugu Rangers—X2
17:00 Heartland - Abia Warriors—1X
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