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(left), Chairman NAWOJ Imo Chapter, Mrs Dorothy Nnaji (right).  
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Abia has become so embarrassing 
to all of us that rescue is now 
inevitable – Ononogbu 

T
he chairman of  the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 

Abia State Chapter, Dr 
Kingsley Ononogbu has 
said that the embarrassing 
situation of  governance 
in the state has demanded 
that nobody  should be 
on the fence anymore . 
He said that the mockery 
situation bad governance 
has placed the state is 
one that  nobody should 
be contented with staying 
in his house and just be 
complaining while leaving 
the field to people who 
ordinarily are not qualified 
by training, character and 
background to talk about 

governance. Ononogbu 
said that all Abia people 
should all be genuinely 
angry to change the 
narrative of  the State, 
but expresses hope that 
situation although bad, 
has now made some well 
meaning Abia people 
get into politics to save 
the state and themselves 
from embarrassment that 
terrible governance has 
brought upon them. “That 
is why I tagged my mission 
in Abia politics “L,R,R”. 
We must Liberate Abia, 
Rescue its people and 
Reposition Abia. Go 
to Yorubaland and see 
what these men are using 
governance to do for their 
people.  “But when you 
go out there, people will 
asking you, are you not 
from Abia? Why is you 

state like this?Let me put it 
on record. There are about 
seven Army Generals in 
Abia who never wanted to 
have anything to do with 
politics but Abia state’s 
condition has become 
so embarrassing. “I am 
quoting Gen. Nwogbo 
who said before now, 
nobody talks politics 
near his house but it has 
become so embarrassing 
and he has gotten so angry 
that he has bought himself  
whatever it is. “How much 
is teachers salary that we 
should be talking about 
teacher’s salary in Abia? 

How much is the 
pensioners paid that we 
should be talking about 
that? “I don’t think you 
have heard my name in 
political circles before now. 
We are saying enough is 

enough in Abia. Even the 
scripture says when the 
good men stay away, evil 
men will have a field day. 
It should not be about me 
but about us.”

Ononogbu said that the  
APC in Abia will bring 
transparency, quality, and 
will positively change Abia 
state’s political narrative, 
adding that they have the 
capacity, the capability and 
the brain power to do what 
needs to be done in Abia 
which other leaders are 
doing in their states and 
the people are applauding.

“So we want to bring 
governance to Abia people 
based on knowledge and 
character.

No more sharing of  
money. That is what we 
are offering Abia people . 
“We are not giving any 

bribe. We don’t have bribe 
to give anybody. Abia 
APC will offer good and 
accountable governance. 
“We will not allow god-
fatherism in Abia APC. 
People must be qualified 
for whatever positions 
they get. “I am going to be 
chairman for everybody. 
There are people who have 
put my name as supporting 
their aspirations but I 
removed my name.  “I will 
be chairman for everybody 
and will provide level 
playing field but we must 
mature enough to know 
that it is God that gives 
power and that no two 
persons can be in one 
political position at the 
same time. “We are not 
doing this bandwagon 
thing called deceit, we 
are not interested in 
carrying people’s money 
to go and become rich.” 
He said that Abia’s case 
will continue growing 
worse unless all hands is 
on deck to stop the  trend 
of  bad governance, break 
it, restore the state and 
place it on the upper end 
so that those coming after 
them as children will take 
it higher. “So people we 
are submitting are product 
of  deep knowledge, 
deep thinking, and deep 
research. Not people who 
will carry people’s money 
and run on the road.  “If  
they have shame, why 
would you ruin this state 
for 24 years and you still 
want to let anyone of  them 
come to the television let’s 
us talk while you ruined 
this place for 24 years and 
you still want to rule here.”

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba  

P
rofessor of  Interna -
tional Law and Glob-
ally Politics, Jehu Nna-

ji,  has declared his intention 
to contest for  Enugu gover -
norship seat in 2023. Nnaji 
made his intention known 
on Monday in Enugu while 
interacting with newsmen.

Professor Nnaji said 
his decision to contest for 
governorship seat in the state 
was in response to the call by 

youths and women across 
the state for him to throw 
his hat into the ring.

The governorship 
hopeful pointed out that 
his wealth of  experience, 
especially as a lecturer in 
United States of  America 
(USA) had prepared him 
adequately to undertake the 
task of  governing the state 
effectively.

Under him, Nnaji 
maintained, the state would 
witness unimaginable 
transformation and 

Professor of International Law, Nnaji 
joins Enugu governorship race 

visionary leadership, which 
would be championed 
by a team made up of  
technocrats.

According to him, his 
administration will focus on 
developing critical sectors 
of  the state’s economy, with 
more attention on industrial 
development of  the state.

He enumerated his 
programme, if  elected, 
as governor, to include 
women empowerment, 
quality education, proper 
agriculture, adequate food 
security, good governance, 
water and quality healthcare 
delivery for the residents of  
Enugu state.

Nnaji gave the 
assurance that he would 
vigorously pursue holistic 
implementation of  his 
government’s programme 
and policies.

He expressed the believe 
that he had what it takes to 
win the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) , governorship 
ticket during the primaries, 
to enable him move the 
state to another round of  
development.

Nnaji then appealed to 
those who had not gotten 
their Permanent Voter’s 
Cards (PVCs) to do so, to 
enable them vote in 2023 
elections.

Mechanic returns missing N2Million 

K
esmon Samuel, 
Mechanic, the 
young man that 

returned N2m in Plateau
Kesmon Samuel is 

a mechanic resident in 
Yelwa town of  Shendam 
Local Government Area 
of  Plateau State.

He explained vividly 
why he returned N2Million 
Naira he found on his way 
to his garage.

According to Samuel, 
what first came to his mind 
when he found the money 
was to look for the owner 
of  the money, saying that 
he did not hesitate to return 
the money to the owner.

He said “When I was 
going to the garage, I 

found the money in a 
black leather. I took the 
money and waited around 
the area, believing that the 
owner must come around 
to look for it.”

“And if  I didn’t see the 
owner, I would have taken 
the money to my master at 
the garage so that it would 
be taken to the mosque for 
a further announcement, 
but a moment later I saw 
someone coming, looking 
left and right.”

“He was so disturbed. 
I then asked him what 
was the problem and he 
replied that he had lost his 
money along that road, I 
then asked how much was 
the money, and he said it 

Soludo marks 
200 houses in 
Onitsha for 
demolition

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Soludo of  Anambra 
State, has maintained 

that the state government will 
go ahead to demolish about 200 
houses marked for the exercise at 
Onitsha, the commercial city of 
the state. 

News Echo learnt that the 
state physical town planning 
board had earlier marked the 
houses for demolition for 
blocking the drainage systems 
in the Onitsha metropolis. The 
state governor had recently 
embarked upon the clearing and 
desilting exercise in the Onitsha 
communities, to restore the glory 
of  the metropolis. 

Soludo, who was represented 
by his deputy, Mr Onyekachukwu 
Ibezim, stated this on Wednesday, 
during a meeting with the affected 
landlords at the Onitsha South 
Secretariat, Onitsha. Addressing 
the landlords on the need for them 
to start the gradual removal of 
the structures, the governor said 
the state government will adopt 
the carrot and stick approach. He 
said, “You will see us in action if 
you disobey. 

The government will come 
hard on anyone who attempts 
to disturb the flow of  work. We 
have all it takes to demolish the 
buildings, just dynamite and the 
buildings go in a few seconds. 
We are not coming for a second 
meeting again with you people. 
“There are so many dump 
sites near residential buildings 
and water must find its course 
even if  you try to stop it. We 
don’t want to use force to do it 
because we are people oriented.” 
Also speaking, the transition 
committee chairman of  Onitsha 
South Local Government Area, 
Mr Emeka Asoanya, said that, 
“Some churches were built on 
the drainages and when you 
confront those who built them, 
they will boast that they own the 
government.

Asoanya, therefore, urged 
the state government not to 
look at whose ox is gored in the 
demolition exercise since the 
motive was for urban renewal. 
The Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Importers Association 
of  Nigeria, Chief  Gilbert Bravo, 
urged the state government to 
apply human face in handling 
the issue and pay compensation 
to those who have genuine 
Certificate of  Occupancy. “If  you 
built on drainages there will not 
be compensation for you. I also 
want the government to fix the 
roads and clear the mountains of 
refuse that have sacked the area,” 
he added. One of  the buildings 
affected is the church of  a 
popular pastor, Chukwuemeka 
Ohanaemere, popularly called 
Odumeje. The property is located 
on Bida Road, Fegge, Onitsha.

No casualty recorded in 
Anambra police station 
explosive attacked – PPRO 

G
unmen on 
Wednesday attacked 
a police station in 

Anaku, Ayamelum Local 
Government Area of  
Anambra State.

They were however 
repelled by police officers 
on duty, causing the 
gunmen to flee for their 
safety.

The State Police 
command’s Public 
Relations Officer, DSP 
Ikenga Tochukwu, who 
confirmed the incident said 
the gunmen after being 
successfully repelled, threw 
a locally made explosive 
into the compound, but no 
casualties were recorded.

He said police in 
Anambra are more 
determined now than ever, 

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

– Says he was trained to be honest
was N2Million”

“We counted the 
money and discovered 
that it was N2 Million 
and when I gave him his 
money, he dashed me 
#50,000, but I refused to 
collect it.”

“I decided not to 
collect it because I don’t 
know what will happen to 
me tomorrow.”

“I am a Christian, but 
the person that trained me 
is a Muslim, He trained 
me not to cheat anybody 
“My friends called me all 
sorts of  names, and they 
abused me for returning 
the money, some even 
said I will never be rich,” 
Kesmon narrated.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

to protect all their facilities 
from attacks, and also face 
the attackers.

He said: “The 
Anambra police 
operatives are more firm 
and courageous, following 
the successful repel of  an 
attack in the early hours of  
today 20/4/2022 at Anaku 
divisional headquarters.

“The operatives stood 
firm and engaged the 
hoodlums which made 
them flee the scene. Also, 
the miscreants in a bid 
to escape threw bon fires 
inside the station and it 
affected three of  police 
operational vehicles. No 
casualty on part of  police 
and all police arms are 
intact “Meanwhile, police 
reinforcement is already 
there, operation is still 
ongoing and further details 
shall be communicated,” 
he stated.



News

News Echo   Friday 22 - Saturday 23 April, 2022                                                                   Page 3

Red Cross raises alarm over 
increasing mental health 
challenges in Nigeria 

N
igerians have been 
urged to join hands 
with the govern-

ment at all level to tackle 
the increasing challenge of  
illicit drugs and substance 
abuse to stem the alarming 
rate of  mental illness across 
the country.

Speaking to Newsmen 
in Onitsha, on Wenesday, 
the Anambra State 
Chairman of  Nigeria Red 
Cross Society, Professor 
Peter Katchy, cautioned 
that illicit drugs use and 
dependency among young 
people are harming the 
socioeconomic life of  the 
society and threatening the 
future of  the country.

News Echo gathered 
that, according to World 
Health Organisation, about 
fifty million Nigerians are 
suffering from one sort of  
mental illness or another 
while survey by the Federal 
Government revealed that 
over fourteen-point three 
million Nigerians abuse 
illicit drugs representing 
fifteen per cent of  the 
country’s population who 
are between fifteen and 
Sixty-four years.

Prof. Kathy explained 
that the use of  illicit drugs by 
children and young people 
has lasting adverse effects 
on their mental and physical 
development as according 
to him, drug abuse can 
impact the brain’s ability to 
function in the short term 
as well as prevent proper 
growth development later 

in life which he noted create 
various problems for families, 
communities and entire 
society including encouraging 
indecent dressing, display 
of  psychiatric tendencies 
and often a disruption 
of  academic and social 
activities.

He regretted that in ad-
dition to illicit drugs, mal-
nutrition occasioned by 
economic hardship is also 
compounding mental health 
issues resulting in anxiety 
and depression which have 
continued to disable people 
especially youths, thereby 
undermining healthy life-
styles and encouraging so-
cial vices.

Professor Kathy 
urged families to strive 
to inculcate strong moral 
values in children while 
asking security agencies 
and schools to clamp down 
on those who abuse gender 
dressing as well as those 
who peddle illicit drugs and 
other intoxicants among 
minors and youths.

... Water dealers increase ‘pure water’ to 250/bag

Police, Anambra Govt to collaborate on 
speedy prosecution of cases

T
he Anambra 
Government and the 
Police Command 

in the state on Wednesday 
agreed to strengthen synergy 
for speedy dispensation of  
justice. The agreement was 
reached when Prof. Sylvia 
Ifemeje, the Attorney-
General and Commissioner 
for Justice in Anambra, 
led top officials of  the 
ministry on a courtesy visit 
to Mr Echeng Echeng, 
Commissioner of  Police 
(CP) in Anambra.

Ifemeje said the visit 
was strategic in view of  
the critical role of  the 

Industries groan in Abia 
over high diesel price

M
any industries 
in Abia State, 
especially in 

Umuahia, Ikwuano and 
Ohafia LGAs are presently 
suffering from energy crises 
occasioned by high price 
of  diesel in the State. As 

a result, many factories 
operating with power 
generators have cut their 
daily operations hours, 
to cut cost of  running the 
factories. This situation 
is worsened by collapsed 
national electricity 
grid which has brought 
power supply to low 
ebb, making owners of  
production sector to rely 

only on PMS and diesel- 
consuming generators to 
run their businesses. This 
development has resulted 
to increase in goods and 
services in the State, with 
a bag of  sachet (pure) now 
selling at N250 per bag in 
Umuahia and Ikwuano 
while other goods are also 
hitting the roof  in price. The 
situation is also impacting 
negatively on transport 
sector  as cost of  freighting 
goods have increased 
by 20% because of  rise 
in diesel price. Medical 
industry is not left out from 
this situation as relatives of  
patients at Federal Medical 
Center (FMC) and some 
other hospitals are allegedly 
receiving heavy bills from 
hospitals.

Mr Charles Isimbu, 
whose sister underwent a 
surgery at FMC Umuahia 
recently, claimed that a 
staff  of  the federal hospital 
explained to him that the 

cost of  running power 
generators -night of  surgery 
hiked his brother’s medical 
bills. Reacting to the 
development, Chairman 
of  Umuahia Chamber of  
Commerce, Mines and 
Agriculture (UCCIMA) 
Chidi Aruoma expressed 
dismay with the poor 
handling of  the petroleum 
sector.  He wondered why 
our refineries have not 
been reactivated to serve 
the needs of  consumers. 
A tour around the cities 
of  Umuahia and Umudike 
showed that a litre of  diesel 
sold at N700, N650 and 
N750 respectively at various 
petroleum stations visited 
by the reporter. However, 
a few major petrol stations 
like Oando at Bende road 
junction, Mobil at Aba 
road and Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company 
(NNPC) all in Umuahia 
sold at N540 and N550 
respectively.

Soludo appoints Aburime, Omenugha, 
Bob-Manuel Udokwu, others as Aides

Holy Ghost College, Owerri (Class of “91) pose with Most Rev. Dr. Moses Chikwe after 
unveiling project donated to the school by the Old Boys

G
overnor Chukwuma 
Charles Soludo, of  
Anambra State, has 

appointed Mr. Christian 
Aburime, who had been 
holding forth on Press Matters, 
as Chief  Press Secretary, Media 
to the Governor.

Also, Dr. Nelson 
Omenugha who was the 
convener of  Youths Ernestly 
Seek Soludo (YESS), a support 
Wing of  one of  the numerous 

Police in administration of  
justice. “We have come to 
visit the CP in Anambra to 
extend hands of  fellowship 
to him, and find ways to 
partner with them on crime 
elimination and addressing 
insecurity to the barest 
minimum.

“We understand the 
role of  Police in justice 
dispensation, and we 
discussed elaborately on 
virtual hearings and filtering 
of  cases all in the bid to 
ensure speedy dispensation 
of  justice in the state with 
minimal delay.

“Gov. Chukwuma 
Soludo is passionate about 
speedy justice, that is why 
we are here to ask for the 
cooperation of  the Police,” 

she said. The Attorney-
General said the ministry 
on her watch would strive to 
implement and enforce the 
Violence Against Persons 
(Prohibition) Law to ensure 
that victims of  violence and 
defilement got justice in 
record time.

Ifemeje promised to 
make the Anambra Multi-
Door Courthouse effective 
in view of  its cost-effective 

and time saving benefits.
In his response, CP 

Echeng said the Police and 
Justice ministry were two 
sides of  one coin, adding 
that when it mattered in 
justice administration, the 
command would provide 
every needed support.

Echeng called on 
men of  the command to 
expeditiously investigate 
all pending cases, grant 

bail to suspects of  bailable 
offenses, and charge the 
necessary ones to court for 
determination. “The Police 
need the ministry of  justice, 
and the ministry needs us 
in the speedy and effective 
dispensation of  justice. 
We discussed extensively 
and my command assured 
the commissioner of  full 
support.

“We shall give them 

100 per cent support and 
do whatever we can do 
to help achieve speedy 
dispensation of  justice. 
“We don’t want our 
investigations to last more 
than necessary just as we 
don’t want to keep suspects 
more than necessary, 
unless those who are 
involved in crimes that 
police don’t have powers to 
bail,” he said.

groups that supported the 
Governor’s election was 
appointed Special Adviser 
on Youth Empowerment 
Programme.

Among the new 
appointments released by the 
Commissioner for Information 
and Public Enlightenment 
Mr. Paul Nwosu, were also 
Advertising and Brand 
Management guru, Mr. Joe 
Anatune who takes over as 
MD/CEO of  Anambra State 
Signage and Advertising 
Agency.

Others appointed are: Mr. 
Chukwuemeka Fred Agbata, 
MD/CEO ICT Agency; Mr 
Chike Anyaonu, MD/CEO 
Anambra State Housing 
Development Corporation, 
Mr. Okey Ezeobi  an Architect 
who takes over as GM/CEO  
Anambra State Bureau of  
Public Procurement.

Also, Mr.Tochukwu 
Nweke, a lawyer was appointed 
Special Adviser on Legal 
Matters; popular Nollywood 
actor, was appointed Special 
Adviser on Entertainment, 
Leisure and Tourism.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka
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Editorial

Insecurity in Nigeria 
keeps getting worse

I
t first started with the roads — Abuja-Kaduna 
route — notorious for being a flash-point of 
kidnappings. In August 2019, three final-year 

students of the faculty of law, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, were kidnapped on Abuja-
Kaduna expressway.

Four months earlier, in April, Mahmood 
Abubakar, chairman of the Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC), and his 
daughter were kidnapped on the road.

In another instance, eight students of ABU 
were abducted during an attack on motorists 
along the road in November 2020.

The students, from the department of French, 
were travelling to Lagos for a programme at 
the Nigerian French Language Village (NFLV), 
Badagry, when the suspected bandits struck.

Sagir Hamida, Zamfara governorship aspirant 
in the 2019 election, was killed by gunmen in 
November 2021 during an attack on Abuja-
Kaduna highway where several travellers were 
abducted.

In November 2021, the house of representatives 
asked Faruk Yahaya, chief of army staff, and 
Alkali Baba, inspector-general of police (IGP), 
to “take speedy action” to curb attacks on Abuja-
Kaduna highway. Then the rail attacks began.

Nigeria has been grappling with a myriad of 
security issues for over a decade. From the Boko 
Haram insurgency to banditry, farmer/herder 
crisis to kidnapping for ransom — it appears 
the country and its military are overwhelmed by 
these challenges.

Education, health, economy and most 
importantly, human lives have been greatly 
affected by these challenges, especially at a time 
when inflation, rising fuel and gas prices are 
biting hard on Nigerians.

Arguably all states in the country have had 
their fair share of security challenges but some 
states, especially those in the northern region, 
have had it worse. Kaduna is one of such states 
that have been grounded and left without any 
safe means of interstate travel given the recent 
developments.

President Muhammadu Buhari inaugurated 
the Abuja-Kaduna train service in July 2016 but 
its patronage was low until 2018 when activities 
of kidnappers surged on the expressway.

It appeared that travellers had finally found 
succour as both the rich, the middle class and 
poor Nigerians abandoned the roads for the 
bandits and boarded the trains for their safety.

According to a report by TheCable 
newspapers, kidnappers had some point made 
the elite abandon their cars for Abuja-Kaduna 
trains.

In 2019, Rotimi Amaechi, minister of 
transportation, said the daily passenger traffic on 
the Abuja-Kaduna rail line had tripled.

However, it was only a matter of time before 
the attackers evolved their tactics and began 
attacking the trains and rail tracks.

In October 2021, suspected bandits damaged a 
section of the track and shattered the window of 
the driver’s compartment on the train which took 
off from the Idu station at 6 pm and was en route 
to Kaduna.

A similar incident was said to have played 
out the next day and Shehu Sani, former senator 
representing Kaduna central, said it “took a 
miracle” for them to escape.

“Yesterday, terrorists attacked the Kaduna 
Abuja railway with an explosive & opened fire 
on the train, targeting the Engine Driver & the 
Tank,” Sani had tweeted.

Following the development, the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation (NRC) shut down services 
on the Abuja-Kaduna route.

On March 28, 2022, suspected gunmen 
attacked a train around Kateri-Rijana area of 
Kaduna. The assailants were said to have blown 
up the rail track after which they launched an 
attack on the passengers.

The locomotive was said to have over 900 
passengers on board.

Several travellers were injured during the attack 
and there are unconfirmed reports of casualties. 

The UK’s travel advice lists Abuja-Kaduna 
highway as “particularly prevalent” for criminal 
activities. The US also lists Kaduna as a high-risk 
area owing to kidnapping.

The NRC has again, suspended train operations 
on the route. Even air travel is not safe

Transportation by air is dubbed the safest form 
of transportation but that may not be the case 
for Kaduna travellers. Having been chased from 
the roads and railway by bandits, those who can 
afford to travel by air are not assured of safety.

On Saturday, gunmen attacked the Kaduna 
international airport and killed a security guard.

The attack came hours after gunmen reportedly 
killed several residents across nine communities 
in Giwa LGA on Friday.

According to Amina Salami, the airport 
manager, the gunmen fired shots into the runway 
from the fence area.

Subsequently, the Nigerian Army said 12 of the 
gunmen that attacked the airport were killed in an 
airstrike.

Meanwhile, Azman Air has announced the 
suspension of flights to Kaduna over the recent 
attack on the airport.

An Azman Air flight was said to have been 
delayed for 44 minutes as a result of the incident, 
but passengers on the aircraft flew safely from 
Kaduna to Lagos.

About an hour before news of the attack on 
the Abuja-Kaduna train broke, Lai Mohammed, 
minister of information, said the government is 
proud that Nigerians can travel safely by rail.

So, is the military still winning the war against 
insecurity?

The Nigerian military has claimed in several 
instances that it is on top of the situation and 
it is winning the war against insecurity in the 
country — even though day-to-day realities show 
otherwise.

On March 5, Lucky Irabor, chief of defence 
staff, assured Nigerians that peace will return to 
troubled parts of the nation this year.

“Never again will we have the level of 
insecurity that we have had in the past and this is 
an assurance,” Irabor said.

The information minister also said in August 
2021 the government is winning the war against 
insurgents.

“This is what people should appreciate 
about fighting terrorism. The good news is that 
insurgents today are surrendering in droves and 
we are going after them. The truth of the matter is 
that the Nigerian government is winning the war 
against insurgents,” had Mohammed said. But 
Nigerians know better.
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Does Nigeria lose $1bn weekly 
owing to IPOB’s sit-at-home order?

S
imon Ekpa, a self-
acclaimed disciple of  
Nnamdi Kanu, leader 

of  the proscribed Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB), has 
claimed that Nigeria loses over 
$1 billion weekly owing to the 
sit-at-home order in the south-
east.

He made the claim in a 
post via his official Twitter 
handle, which has over 43,000 
followers. The tweet has 
garnered over 700 retweets, 107 
comments and 849 likes.

“Nigerian Economy Loses 
Over $1 Billion Dollars Every 
Week to IPOB Sit-at-Home 
Protest – Financial Expert,” 
the tweet reads.

“You may think the sit at 
home is only in Biafraland but it 
is affecting the entire Nigeria.”

Advertisement
Nigerian Economy Loses 

Over $1 Billion Dollars Every 
Week to IPOB Sit-at-Home 
Protest – Financial Expert

— Simon Ekpa (@simon_
ekpa) April 11, 2022

The sit-at-home order was 
introduced by IPOB in the south-
east to protest the detention of  
Kanu, who is standing trial for 
alleged treason and terrorism.

Although the separatist 
group suspended the order in 
September 2021, there have been 
reports of  forceful, sometimes 
violent, enforcement by 
suspected thugs in the region.

HOW ACCURATE IS 
EKPA’S CLAIM?

To begin with, Ekpa was 
not specific with the source of  
the claim which he attributed 
to some unknown financial 
experts. TheCable reached out 
to him on Twitter requesting 
the source of  his claim; he did 
not respond.

Advertisement
In December, Ekpa was 

profiled as an infamous 
disseminator of  fake news.

Using the CBN’s official 
exchange rate of  N416/$1, $1 
billion US dollars is equal to 
N416 billion.

The south-eastern region of  
Nigeria is comprised of  five 
states namely: Imo, Anambra, 
Abia, Enugu and Ebonyi states.

By implication, Ekpa claims 
the country loses N416 billion 

as people in these five states sit 
at home and businesses shut 
down every Monday.

Last month, Chukuma 
Soludo, Anambra state 
governor, said his state loses 
N19.6 billion to the sit-at-home 
every Monday.

“Every day there is a “sit at 
home”, these poor masses lose 
an estimated N19.6 billion in 
Anambra alone,” Soludo said.

Advertisement
“Due to the protracted 

breakdown of  law and order, 
businesses are relocating 
outside Igboland, with growing 
unemployment, and traders 
who used to come to shop in 
Onitsha, Aba etc are going 
elsewhere.

“Who is losing? By forcing 

our children—the future of  
Igboland—to stay at home 
instead of  being in school, while 
even the critically sick people 
(including pregnant women) 
cannot go to the hospital, we 
harm our future.”

In September, David Umahi, 
governor of  Ebonyi state, said 
the south-east region loses 
over N10 billion each time it 
observes the sit at home order 
directed by IPOB.

“We are destroying our 
economy. The sit-at-home is 
not happening in south-west, 
the north is not sitting at home. 
Each time we sit at home, we 
lose over N10 billion in our 
economy,” Umahi had said.

The two governors offered 
conflicting figures on the 
estimated revenue loss.

Fact Check

tax (VAT) generated by the 
Kano state government in the 
first eight months of  2021 was 
higher than what was generated 
by the entire south-east region.

Kano generated total VAT 
revenue of  N24.4 billion while 
the entire south-east region 
generated N21.23 billion.

VERDICT
As things stand, the precise 

amount the country loses 
to the sit-at-home order is 
undetermined. Ekpa’s claim 
that $1 billion is lost every week 
owing to IPOB’s sit-at-home 
order is bogus and not backed 
up by evidence. Therefore, the 
claim is misleading.

Culled from The Cable

WHAT 
OFFICIAL 
STATS SAY 
ABOUT SOUTH-
EAST REVENUE 

Meanwhile, an 
analysis by TheCable 
Index shows that 
internally generated 
revenue (IGR) for the 
whole of  the south-
east in 2020 stood at 
N96.7 billion, while 
Anambra tops the 
ranking in the region. 
The latest data shows 
that in the first half  
of  2021, the IGR of 
the region was N52.2 
billion.

IGR is the 
revenue that each 
state government 
generates within 
the areas of  its 
jurisdiction.

According to the 
National Bureau 
of  Statistics (NBS), 
IGR for each state 
is made up of  road 
taxes, pay as you 
earn (PAYE), direct 
assessment, other 
taxes and revenue 
from ministries, 
departments and 
agencies (MDAs).

   According to 
The Cable’s report, 
the total value-added 
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The abandoned Urashi-Mgbee
collapsed bridge 

t is no more news that the Urashi-IMgbee Bridge has collapsed with 
the road closed a long time ago. The 

news however is that the government – 
the Imo State government and the 
federal government of  Nigeria – has 
continuously abandoned the bridge, 
pretending as if  nothing happened or all 
is well. This is not only undemocratic 
but condemnable. It speaks volume 
about the government and the people.

Government, which is a continuum 
that exists in phases but timed, is an 
institution through which leaders 
exercise power to make and enforce laws 
fo r  the  good  o f  the  peop le.  A 
government is a group of  people with 
the authority to govern – and someone 
mus t  take  the  l ead  and  acce pt 
responsibility for the group's actions. 
The basic functions of  government 
include among others providing 
leadership, maintaining law and order, 
providing public services, providing 
s e c u r i t y,  p r o v i d i n g  e n a b l i n g 
environment for economic activities 
and assistance.

A leader must inspire confidence in 
the people he leads, and such a leader 
must be just and accountable, carrying 
out his duties with dignity and integrity. 
A good leader must be creative and also 
encourage creativity for peaceful 
coexistence and wealth creation 
through efficient and effective problem-
solving processes.

The most important function of  
government is the provision of  security 
along with social amenities or basic 
infrastructures which roads rank high. 
Good governance is a serious business. 
A responsible government must show 
serious concerns and commitment in 
governance, putting into consideration 
the safety of  the people at all times 
without shifting blame but this seems 
not to be the case here. The continuous 
abandonment of  the Urashi-Mgbee 
Bridge negates the tenet of  responsive 
and responsible governance which 
includes forming a more perfect union, 
to get the people to agree and work 
together, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for 
common defense, and promote general 
welfare.

Fr e e d o m  o f  m ove m e n t  i s  a 
fundamental human right, bearing in 
mind that where one's right ends, begins 
that of  another. But there can be no free 
movement when the bridge collapses 
and the roads are closed. This is the fate 
of  the people within this axis where the 
collapsed bridge has been abandoned.

The importance of  a functional 
bridge cannot be overemphasized.

A bridge is a structure built to span a 
physical obstacle (such as a body of  
water, valley, road, or rail) without 
blocking the way underneath. It is 

constructed for the purpose of  providing 
passage over the obstacle, which is 
usually something that is otherwise 
difficult or impossible to cross. There 
are many different designs of  bridges, 
each serving a particular purpose and 
applicable to different situations. 
Designs of  bridges vary depending on 
factors such as the function of  the 
bridge, the nature of  the terrain where 
the bridge is constructed and anchored, 
the material used to make it, and the 
funds available to build it. (Wikipedia)

The Urashi-Mgbee Bridge is a link 
on a busy road linking communities and 
states together. This bridge links Mgbee-
Umuchima-Akokwa on one side and 
Mgbee-Orlu on the other side. It serves 
as the major route for Ideato Federal 
Constituency (Ideato South and Ideato 
North), Orlu Senatorial Zone, Imo State 
and Anambra State. Not only the 
aborigines but Nigerians and foreigners 
use this bridge!

One of  the dangers of  its continuous 
a b a n d o n m e n t  i s  t h a t  i t  m a k e s 
movement within the area difficult and 
expens ive,  p rov id ing  room fo r 
insecurity with resultant loss of  life and 
property. And the people feel neglected 
by the government.

However one looks at it ,  the 
abandonment of  this bridge in its 
p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  i s  p u r e ly  a 
pronounced bad political statement that 
highlights politics of  bitterness and 
vindictiveness. It leaves much to desire 
for a people or a nation to suffer the 
consequences of  one man's or even a 
group of  person's actions. This must 
stop for we cannot be going forward and 
looking backward.

In fact, there is no justification 
whatsoever why this bridge should be in 
its present state. The more the bridge 
stays abandoned, the worse things 
become with erosion destroying the 
remaining parts of  the unused road, 
farmlands and homes. The cost and 
consequences of  doing it will be more at 
the end but some of  the destructions it 
caused cannot be remedied.

The alternative Umuezeala-Ogboko 
Bridge is still under construction apart 
from the fact that it is not meant for 
heavy trucks and busy usage. It has 
already started carving in and may 
collapse except something is done and 
urgently too.

Imagine a situation where this bridge 
collapses too? We should not wait for 
the worst to happen before embarking 
into a fire-brigade approach. A stitch in 
time saves nine but prevention is better 
than treatment and cure.

The way out is to fix the collapsed 
bridge and re-enforce the one that is 
carving in. The earlier this is done, the 
better.

There is no problem without a 
solution. In fact, every problem is an 
opportunity to right the wrong and set 
the record straight for posterity. This 
collapsed and abandoned bridge is a 
golden opportunity for the government 
to make a generational statement.

By whatever means, the Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma led Imo State government 
should start work on the bridge and road 
immediately. This will go a long way to 
save life and property, make living 
meaningful and life enjoyable for the 
people – and the ripple effects will be 
unimaginably unquantifiable.

Any action to address this problem 
should take into consideration the fact 
that the Urash-Mgbee bridge is a 
highway bridge and should be built as 
such by a competent and reputable 
company for assurance of  quality and 
durability. This way the scarce resources 
of  the state will be judiciously used and 
not wasted on frivolous poor projects 
that add no value to the people.

Our actions and inactions will 
always speak for or against us so for 
whatever reason, we must be very 
careful not to waste any opportunity 
that comes our way. We must be tolerant 
and responsible enough to do things that 
will stand the test of  time. Do the best 
you can wherever you are even when no 
one is watching for you might end up 
being the beneficiary or recipient of  the 
effects accruing from your secret work. 
Wasted opportunities rarely repeat 
themselves. A word is enough for the 
wise.

Government is a continuum and a 
responsible one should carter for the 
wel lbeing of  al l  i r respect ive of  
ideologies and political affiliations. 
Government should serve the interest of  
the people and not be used to settle 
scores. There would always be a 
demand for stewardship of  service, and 
there should be life after office.

Governor Hope Uzodimma should 
rise to the challenge and do the needful. 
Should he do the bridge and now, he will 
not only score priceless political points 
but he will also write his name with gold 
on the annals of  history. The ball is in his 
court.
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o l l y w o o d  s t a r s , 

Nf r iends,  fans  and 
kinsmen converged 

on Rita Dominic's country 
home for her traditional 
marriage rites.

The aura of  festivities that 
filled the atmosphere in Aboh, 
Mbaise, Imo State, on Tuesday 
even ing  has  never  been 
witnessed in recent times.

One of  her  proudest 
daughters, Nollywood actress, 
Rita Dominic, tied the knot 
traditionally with her beau, 
Fidelis Anosike.

Nollywood stars, friends, 
k i n s m e n  a n d  w o m e n 
converged on the actress' 
c o u n t r y  h o m e  f o r  h e r 
traditional marriage rites.

The traditional marriage 
was held at her late father's 
compound, the home of  the 
t rad i t iona l  r u le r  o f  the 
community, Eze Marcellinus 
J.O Waturuocha.

No doubt, the Nollywood 
beauty is royalty, and that was 

spelt- out at her traditional 
wedding.

In videos making the 
rounds, Chidi Mokeme, Ini 
Edo,  Uche  Jombo,  L i ly 
Afegbai and more stars were 
seen dancing excitedly in their 
hotel rooms as they celebrated 
their colleague.

Rita's husband is the 
C h a i r m a n ,  B o a r d  o f  
Directors,  Fol io  Group, 
owners of  Daily Times and 
Miss Nigeria pageant.

They announced their 
engagement on April 5.

On December 26, 2020, it 
was reported how the actress 
unveiled her lover's identity 
months after keeping their 
relationship a closely guarded 
secret.

A week ago, Rita Dominic 
held her bridal shower at the 
EbonyLife Place, Victoria 
Island, Lagos, with lots of  
female Nollywood stars in 
attendance.

Nollywood stars in glamour as Rita Dominic ties knot
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T
he customary owners of  
the FUTO host community 
land that has been enmeshed 

crises of  alleged inordinate 
acquisition of  their land by the 
Federal University of  Technology 
Owerri (FUTO) community, have 
advocated for a peaceful settlement 
of  the protracted imbroglio.

In reaction, to the prolonged 
insults and abuses while fighting 
for justice, the Attorney of  the 
host communities, Surv. Sam 
Anokam, while addressing 
newsmen, disclosed that the 
federal government through the 
honourable Minister of  Works and 
Housing, Babatunde  Raji Fashola 
has invited the parties involved in 
the matter, including the Imo state 
government with other relevant 
stakeholders to  send nominees 
that will negotiate the way out 
of  the land dispute but expressed 
displeasure that FUTO and the 
state government have resisted the 
plan on ground to resolve the issue 
by their refusal to send names of  
their nominees to hit the deadline 
that will herald the inauguration of  
the said committee.

He advocated that the 
cooperation of  both parties will 
work in the best interest to resolving 
the stalemated crises while stated 
that the Imo state government 
should not heat up the polity in 
the state but should do the needful 
and stop displaying impunity and 
intimidation at all levels.

Acknowledging that the state 
is already experiencing security 
challenges and does not need to 
aggravate the crises 

According to Anokam, FUTO 
has already leased some portion 
of  the land under dispute along 
Portharcourt road Owerri to miners 
without putting into consideration 
the environmental hazards and the 
people’s interest and all efforts to 
stop them has proved abortive.

While applauding the governor, 
for his performance in the area 
of  infrastructure, he urged him 
to put more efforts, especially 
in converting the recovered 
government properties into huge 
revenue generation instead of  
demolishing them or abandoning 
such properties for criminals to 
occupy.

In an open letter to the Imo 
State governor, signed by about 44 
customary owners of  the FUTO 
host community land, drawn 
from virtually all the inclusive 
autonomous communities, 
made available to the press, 
they described as malicious and 
libelous a publication by the 
Traditional Rulers of  FUTO host 

communities in a certain tabloid 
while insisting that the personality 
and contribution of  Chief  Sam 
Anokam, as  the Attorney of  the 
host communities who secured 
Federal Government action to 
excise the land for the benefit of  the 
FUTO host communities cannot be 
denigrated.

The letter reads in parts, “We are 
aware that the State Government 
is interested in the purported 
FUTO land, but unfortunately in 
the act of  desperation, the agents 
of  Government consider the 
Traditional Rulers of  FUTO Host 
Communities as a willing tool to 
manipulate and cajole so as to 
unlawfully appropriate our land.

“Let us rightly observe that 
the only lawful method available 
to Government to take land for 
public purpose is to consult with 
the land owners and follow due 
process to acquire the land and pay 
prompt compensation. The present 
approach of  setting confusion, 
disagreement and crisis within 
the Communities to be affected 
by Government land acquisition 
is unprecedented in any state of  
the federation and unlawful. It is 
worthy to note that land in Imo 
State, if  not in all parts of  the South 
East is not communally owned, 
but owned by individuals, families 
whose ancestors deforested the land 
and are rightful owners recognize 
by the Extant law the Land Use Act, 
as the customary land owners who 
have deemed grant of  Certificate of  
Occupancy.

“Although, the land within 
the state territory is vested on the 
Governor but in trust for the people. 
He cannot appropriate any land 

FUTO host community customary 
landowners sue for due process

within the state without following 
due process. Moreover, the 
purported FUTO land in question 
is Federal Government property 
acquired by Imo Sate Government 
and handed over to the Federal 
Government through Exchange of  
Letters though, without payment of  
compensation in accordance with 
the law.

“Therefore, based on the 
supplication of  the customary 
land owners through our Attorney 
Chief  Sam Anokam, the Federal 
Government deemed it fit to 
Excise substantial part of  the land 
back to the Host Communities. It 
is unconscionable for Imo State 
Government to strategize to take 
over the land from the Federal 
Government in collaboration with 
some interested parties in FUTO 
by intimidation. The intransigence 
of  FUTO to sign the Memorandum 
of  Understanding issued by the 
Federal Government to give effect to 
the land Excision is not appropriate 
and condemnable.

“The collaboration of  FUTO 
and the State Government to deny 
the Host Communities the benefit 
of  the land Excision to them by 
the Federal Government is punitive 
and uncalled for. The threat of  
taking the Staff  of  Office of  the 
Traditional Rulers of  FUTO Host 
Communities which has sent them 
into panic to make the publication 
herein referred to, denigrating the 
personality and contribution of  
Chief  Sam Anokam the Attorney of  
the Host Communities who secured 
Federal Government action to 
excise the land for the benefit of  the 
FUTO Host Communities leaves 
much to be desired. It is important 

to state that most of  the Traditional 
Rulers who are signatories of  the 
publication were not the Traditional 
Rulers of  their Communities at the 
time of  our appointment of  the 
Attorney by the various land owners 
in each of  our Communities. Our 
Attorney has the legitimate mandate 
of  the various holders of  customary 
rights and interest in the land and 
the Traditional Rulers collaboration 
of  action with the Attorney for over 
two decades now, is an affirmation 
and acknowledgment of  his 
appointment as the Attorney of  the 
Host Communities.

“Therefore, the statement by the 
Traditional Rulers that the Attorney 
should “Stand aside and stop 
functioning as Attorney or agent 
of  FUTO Host Communities until 
further notice”, does not hold water 
as they do not have the powers so to 
act and as they are not the Attorney 
of  the customary land owners, 
they cannot interface with the 
Governor of  Federal Government 
on the subject land matter without 
our expressed consent as the land 
owners.

“The Governor is humbly 
requested to disregard the 
publication and cooperate to 
furnish the Federal Government 
with Government nominees to 
a new committee on verification 
and implementation of  the 
Memorandum of  Understanding 
issued by the Federal Government 
to give effect to the excision. We 
have it on good authority that some 
agents of  Government who are not 
informed about the valiant effort put 
up by our Attorney to secure Federal 
Government interest in the matter, 
and the intention to close up the 

matter without further delay through 
a committee to be inaugurated 
soon, are hell-bent on frustrating 
the move. The Governor as a man 
of  honor and peacemaker should 
intervene immediately and assure 
the Traditional Rulers that he has 
not directed any of  his subordinates 
to threaten the removal of  the 
Staff  of  Office of  the Traditional 
Rulers. We have the Position Paper 
of  the Traditional Rulers to the 
Governor on this matter. Their 
letter to Federal Minister of  Works 
and Housing, His Excellency 
Raji Babatunde Fashola (SAN) in 
affirmation of  the appointment of  
our Attorney as Sole, Exclusive 
and Irrevocable Attorney of  FUTO 
Host Communities. Imo State 
Government is certainly a partner 
in progress in this matter, its desire 
for part of  the land to be excised, 
should be subject of  deliberation and 
mutual agreement with the Attorney 
and the critical stakeholders of  the 
FUTO Host Communities. The 
Government should therefore direct 
its overzealous agents to withdraw 
all threats to the Attorney and the 
Traditional Rulers.

“Finally, let us state that our 
contract and mandate to the 
Attorney as the customary land 
owners cannot be vitiated by the 
Traditional Rulers. We decry the 
molestation of  our Attorney by 
FUTO in collaboration with the 
Agents of  the State Government. 
Our Attorney has been subjected 
to humiliation and embarrassment 
with several petitions to the Police 
and DSS on trumped up frivolous 
charges in other to frustrate his 
efforts at securing the land excision 
in our favour.”

…Dispel Traditional Rulers’ assertion, insist on Anokam as Attorney
By Bright C. J. Okereke

Anokam Otti
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Foremost Igbo High Priest provides 
spiritual solution to corruption in politics

T
he High Priest of  
C h u k w u a b i a m a 
Heritage Synagogue, 

Dr Chukwuemeka 
Emenyonu Ngene on 
Wednesday said that a 
change in the oath-taking 
system during the swearing 
in of  political leaders will 
stop the incessant desire to 
loot and embezzle public 
funds by politicians.

Ngene who spoke in 
Aba, the commercial 
hub of  Abia State while 
addressing journalists 
on the state of  Nigeria 
and leadership said that 
politics can be made less 
attractive if  a Traditional 
Oath System is introduced 
to replace the current 
ones which he described 
as flexible for corrupt 
politicians. He said 
that Nigerian Politics is 
attracting all manner of  
criminals today because 
they know they can steal 
and get away with it, bribe 
their ways out of  cases 
and still deceive gullible 
ignorant people to vote 
them back into power.

“They are not facing 

any spiritual consequences 
of  their actions that’s why 
you see everybody running 
into politics. We can make 

politics less attractive and 
more serious if  we go back 
to our tradition of  using 
our Ofor (the traditional 

symbol of  authority) as 
oath-taking objects during 
a swearing-in. 

 “These politicians who 
embezzle our money are 
very aware that the books 
of  the foreign religions 
they use in swearing cannot 
do them anything so, they 
can swear 100 times and 
disappoint 200 times and 
nothing will happen to 
them. Let’s try using our 
oracles and see how these 
people will be careful.”

The High Priest said it 
is laughable when he hears 
people claim they can 
manipulate the traditional 
oath-taking system and 
said that such talks are of  
people who are yet to come 
to complete knowledge of  
traditional crime-fighting 
techniques.

“Do you think they’ll 
battle the spirit with the 
little cults, bribes and 
charms they do today? The 
truth is that our people 
are not prepared to end 
corruption. When we’re 

prepared, we have the 
solution right here with us.  
“If  you like, prepare your 
counter charms, make 
your bribes, the oracle will 
wipe away the generations 
of  those who failed in their 
administrative promises 
and anyone who aided 
them.” He however said 
that he is aware that most 
politicians will do all they 
can to avoid the traditional 
oath-taking system with 
the excuse that their 
religions do not support 
it, but queried why their 
religion still permits them 
to steal. “See let me tell 
you this, to avoid them 
claiming they’re Christians 
and can’t participate in this 
and that because of  their 
faith, just ask any politician 
who wants to take an oath 
of  office to just pick sand 
from the ground where 
we all March upon, put it 
inside water, filter it and 
drink it.  “No powerful 
deity or charm is bigger 
than the land where that 
said is gotten from or the 
water it was mixed with.  
“Let them just take the 
sand of  the land touch 
their tongues and swear 
that if  they fail to do as 
said in their campaign 
and electoral promises, 
let the land take them . 
“If  possible, let them use 
their hands and even get 
the cleanest purified water 
from any country of  their 
choice, use it and swear 
that as long as he eats 
and drinks water if  he 
fails to keep his campaign 
promises let the water 
he will take in future kill 
him.  “If  we try all these 
methods, criminals will 
run away and electoral 
offices will be open for 
only those who know that 
they want to serve. If  we 
try it, let them embezzle 
money as they like, but 
you’ll see how calamity 
will follow them.  “Those 
who have nothing to offer 
will disappear and give 
chance to more brilliant 
people to offer their best to 
society.”

.  “Let them just take the sand of the land 
touch their tongues and swear that if they 

fail to do as said in their campaign and 
electoral promises, let the land take them.  
“If possible, let them use their hands and 
even get the cleanest purified water from 

any country of their choice, use it and swear 
that as long as he eats and drinks water if he 
fails to keep his campaign promises let the 

water he will take in future kill him.  “If we try 
all these methods, criminals will run away 
and electoral offices will be open for only 
those who know that they want to serve.

“

“

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Ngene
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2023: I need only four years as President 
to reposition Nigeria - Peter Obi 

O
ne of  the People 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party (PDP), 

Presidential aspirant, in 
the 2023 general election, 
Mr. Peter Obi, has said 
that he needed only 
four years to reposition 
Nigeria for good again, 
if  given the opportunity 
as President.

He said that the 
country, at the moment, 

is unproductive and 
that it needs to move 
from consumption to 
production.

Obi, stated this 
when some prominent 
stakeholders in Anambra 
State, on Wednesday, 
endorsed him for 
president.

The stakeholders said 
that their support for his 
presidential aspiration 
was based on his 
impressive performance 
in the state while in office 
as Anambra governor.

Anambra Stakeholders endorse 
Peter Obi for presidency 

Obi’s endorsement 
took place in Awka, 
the state capital during 
the Anambra Central 
Senatorial District 
Stakeholders’ Briefing/
Town Hall Meeting 
organised by Sen. Uche 
Ekwunife to render 
her stewardship to the 
people.

Speaking further, Obi 
said Nigeria must create 
jobs; it must give people 
the opportunity to earn 
their livelihood; and it 
is not a rocket science. I 

have travelled to over 30 
countries and I still say 
it that all I need is four 
years to position Nigeria 
to the path of  progress”, 
Obi said.

According to him, 
he would fix insecurity, 
bad economy, poor 
electric power supply 
and ensure food security 
in the country among 
others within the 
shortest possible time as 
president.

“Who says we can’t 
enjoy steady power supply 

in this country? Egypt, 
between 2016 and today, 
has doubled its power 
generation and distribution 
from 28,000 megawatts 
to 58,000 megawatts. 
Vietnam has doubled its 
own from 38 to 76.

“What is happening 
here? Why are they 
wasting people’s time 
here? Let us give people 
conditions. If  I am Mr 
President, if  we do not 
have 20,000 megawatts 
in three years, I’ll go 
home”, Obi stated.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

A 
M a m m o t  h
crowd mainly 
stakeholders in 

the state and federal 
levels, traditional rulers, 
presidents-general of  
communities, religious and 
market leaders, leadership 
of  organisations, youth 
leaders on Wednesday, 
endorsed the former 
governor of  the state, Mr 
Peter Obi, for president. 
According to them, their 
support for his presidential 
ambition was based on his 
impressive performance in 
the state while in office. 
Obi’s endorsement took 
place in Awka, the state 
capital during the Anambra 
Central Senatorial District 
Stakeholders’ Briefing/
Town Hall Meeting 
organised by Sen. Uche 
Ekwunife to render her 
stewardship to the people. 
Chairman of  the occasion, 
Sen. Ben Obi, said that 
he was pleased with the 
leadership qualities of  Obi 
and Ekwunife. He said 
that the two have made 
positive impacts in the 
lives of  the people.

The former Special 
Adviser to President 
Goodluck Jonathan on 
Inter-Party Affairs said 
that Ekwunife has been 
impressive with her 
performance in the senate; 

saying that he had no doubt 
that she would do better if  
given another opportunity 
to serve. The representative 
of  Awka North and South 
Federal Constituency in 
the National Assembly, 
Chief  Chinedu Onwuaso, 
moved a motion for the 
endorsement of  Obi for 
President and it was 
overwhelmingly supported 
by the crowd in the hall. In 
his remarks, Obi said that 
he needed only four years to 
reposition the country. He 
said that the country, at the 
moment, is unproductive 
and that it needs to move 
from consumption to 
production

“Nigeria must create 
jobs; it must give people 
the opportunity to earn 
their livelihood; and it 
is not a rocket science. I 
have travelled to over 30 
countries and I still say it 
that all I need is four years 
to position Nigeria to the 
path of  progress”, Obi 
said.

The former governor 
said that he would fix 
insecurity, bad economy, 
poor electric power supply 
and ensure food security 
in the country among 
others within the shortest 
possible time as president.

“Who says we can’t 
enjoy steady power supply 

in this country? Egypt, 
between 2016 and today, 
has doubled its power 
generation and distribution 
from 28,000 megawatts 
to 58,000 megawatts. 
Vietnam has doubled its 
own from 38 to 76.

“What is happening 
here? Why are they wasting 
people’s time here? Let us 
give people conditions. 
If  I am Mr President, if  
we do not have 20,000 
megawatts in three years, 
I’ll go home”, Obi stated.

Ekwunife, in her speech, 
thanked the people of  
Anambra Central for the 
opportunity given to her 
to represent them in the 

senate, saying that she 
would do more if  given 
another chance.

“Beyond the discharge 
of  my official duties 
as your senator, I have 
continued to intervene in 
the welfare of  constituents 
through the Senator Uche 
Ekwunife Foundation.

“I recognise the fact that 
while we move motions, 
sponsor bills and attract 
projects; a lot of  our 
constituents are passing 
through difficult times. 
Many are unable to fund 
their medical treatment, 
pay their children’s school 
fees and so on.

“We are grateful that 
through our little effort, 
hundreds of  constituents 
have received assistance. 
We have, through the 
foundation, paid medical 
bills and performed other 
charitable services. We 
do this in our bid to 
provide succour to the less 
privileged ones among us.

“What we have achieved 
in the last two and half  
years is a litmus test of  
what we can achieve if  
you once again grant me 
your mandate. I urge you 
to join me in this journey 
of  building the senatorial 
district of  our dream.

“With your support, I 
will continue to raise the bar 
and offer a representation 
that is vocal, effective, 
unmatched and people-
oriented”, Ekwunife said.

Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka  

From left: Senator Uche Ekwunife, Senator Ben Ndi Obi, PDP presidential aspirant, Mr. Peter Obi 
among others during the endorsement in Awka.
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In the Federal High Court of  Nigeria
In the Abuja Judicial Division
Holden at Abuja
On Tuesday, the 8th day of  March, 2022
Before His Lordship
Inyang E. Ekwo J.
Judge, Federal High Court
FHC/ABJ/CS/920/2021
Between
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)                       Plaintiff
And
1.  Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
2. All Progressive Congress (APC)
3. Engineer David Nweze Umahi
4. Dr. Eric Kelechi Igwe                                     Defendants
 
(Judgement delivered by Honourable Inyang E. Ekwo J.)

Facts

T
he Plaintiff  and the 2nd Defendant are political parties 
duly registered in Nigeria, while the 1st Defendant is a 
statutory body saddled with the conduct, supervision and 

overall superintendence of  elections all over Nigeria. The 3rd 
and 4th Defendants are politicians and were members of  the 
Plaintiff. In the Governorship election held in 2015 and conducted 
by the 1st Defendant, the Plaintiff  sponsored the 3rd and 4th 
Defendants as its candidates for the position of  Governor and 
Deputy-Governor of  Ebonyi State. The 3rd and 4th Defendant 
won the election overwhelmingly under the political umbrella of 
the Plaintiff. Thereafter, the 3rd and 4th Defendant were sworn 
into their respective offices. In exercising their constitutional 
right to run for a second term in office as Governor and Deputy-
Governor of  Ebonyi State respectively, they implored the Plaintiff 
to endorse, nominate and sponsor them as its candidates for the 
2019 Governorship election which the Plaintiff  acceded to. 

At the end of  the election held on March 9, 2019, the Plaintiff  
polled a total of  393,043 of  the votes defeating the 2nd Defendant 
who managed to amass a total of  81,703 votes. Having polled 
majority of  the lawful votes cast, the Plaintiff  was declared 
the winner and its candidates; the 3rd and 4th Defendant were 

returned elected as Governor and Deputy-Governor of  Ebonyi 
State respectively; they were accordingly, issued with certificates 
of  return. They were duly sworn into those offices on May 29, 
2019 and their second four year tenure which is to end on May 
28, 2023. However, on November 17, 2020 whilst their tenure 
was still running, the 3rd and 4th Defendant relinquished the 
membership of  the Plaintiff  and defected to the 2nd Defendant. 

The Plaintiff  made several demands to the 3rd and 4th 
Defendant to drop the Plaintiff ’s mandate secured at the 2019 
Governorship election and step down from their respective 
positions, but same was not acceded to. Aggrieved by the 
foregoing, the Plaintiff  instituted this action vide an Originating 
Summons, seeking various declarations and perpetual injunctions 
against the Defendants. Notable among the reliefs sought by 
the Plaintiff  is a Declaration that votes won at an election by a 
political party cannot be transferred or utilised for the benefit of 
another political party or member of  another political party.

Various objections were raised by the 2nd Defendant on one 
hand, and the 3rd and 4th Defendant on the other hand. The 
objections bother on juristic personality of  the 2nd Defendant; 
abuse of  court processes; incompetence of  the Originating 
Summons which was not signed by the Registrar of  court; the 
Federal High Court lacking jurisdiction to determine the suit as 
same does not come under any of  the sub-provisions of  Section 
251 of  the Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 
(as amended); and the 3rd and 4th Defendant cannot be validly 
sued in the personal capacities, as they enjoy immunity from 
such acts. These Preliminary Objections were duly considered 
by the Court and same was judged unmeritorious by the court.

Issue for Determination 

The following sole issue was considered by the court: 
What is the constitutional effect of  the defection of  the 3rd 

and 4th Defendant from PDP to APC, having been elected 
Governor and Deputy-Governor respectively of  Ebonyi State on 
the platform of  the Plaintiff  by the votes given to the Plaintiff  by 
electorate in the governorship election of  9th March, 2019.

Judgement delivered by Honourable 
Justice Inyang E. Ekwo 

Between 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)   Plaintiff

And 

1.  Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) 
2. All Progressive Congress (APC) 
3. Engineer David Nweze Umahi

4. Dr. Eric Kelechi Igwe  
Defendants                                           

The Law

To be continued
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R
etirees in Rivers State 
have again staged a 
protest to demand for 

the payment of  their gratuity 
areas and pension.

News echo reports that the 
senior citizens first gathered 
at the state secretariat to 
seek God intervention in 
prayers before matching to 
Government House to make 
their demands.

One of  the leaders of 
the protesters, Frederick 
Nakpigi-Berah told 
journalists during the protest 
that about one hundred and 
fifty retiree have died due to 
different issues that may have 
been solved if  their gratuities 
and pensions were paid.

Nakpigi-Berah said if 
Rivers State government had 
paid them their pensions, 
the presidential ambition 
of  Governor Nyesom Wike 
would.

They maintained that 
they will not support 

the governor ambition 
to become president of 
Nigeria.

Also speaking with 
journalists at the scene of 
the protest, the coordinator 
of  pensioners, LUCKY 
ATI said their decision to 
continue with the protest 
is to remind Rivers people 

that the state government 
was yet to pay them.

He warned that they 
will return to street should 
government fail to pay 
their pension arrears and 
gratuity at the end of  May 
as promised by Director 
General Pension Board.

The Director General 

No gunmen 
attack on Hausa 
community in 
Anambra - Police 

T
he Anambra State Police 
Command, on Wenesday, says 
there was no gunmen attack at 

Hausa community, in Atani, in Ogbaru 
local government area of  the state, as 
being speculated in some quarters.

News Echo learnt that there was 
rumour making the round that another 
attack by UGM in Atani claim seven 
human lives in Hausa community, one 
Navy officer killed 1 injured. 

The remour said that the attack 
took place from 12am to 3am on 
Tuesday. And that they have disarmed 
local security at Amiyi and another 
community in Ogbaru LGA. Reacting 
on the development, the State 
Command’s spokeperson, DSP Ikenga 
Tochukwu, said the was no attack in 
Hausa Community in Atani. 

According to him, to set the records 
straight, Police Operatives in the early 
hours on 18/4/2022 foil an attempt of  
arson by some miscreants at Ogbaru 
LGA. The Police Operatives engage 
and resisted the hoodlums from causing 
damage on the LGA structure. 

The hoodlums in a bid to escape, 
started shooting sporadically and 
unfortunately bullet hit some persons 
while seven other persons where fatally 
wounded during the foiled arson in the 
LGA. Further details reveals that the 
persons affected are civilian guards and 
motorcycle operators working in and 
within the Local Government Area. 
Meanwhile, Police Operatives has since 
taken over the area and calm has also 
return in the area.

Methodist Bishop set to join 
Abia guber race

I
ndications in Umuahia 
have revealed that the 
president of  Vision Africa 

radio station and Bishop of 
Methodist Church Nigeria, 
Sunday Ndukwo Onuoha 
is set to join Abia State 
governorship race.

This is even as a pro-
chancellorship Biafra 
coalition group, coordinated 
by Emeka Ibekwe and 
another group, Abia women 
for good governance led 

by Lady Chidinma Ike 
have asked Bishop Onuoha 
to declare his intention 
immediately.

The groups said their call 
for Onuoha’s candidacy was 
derived from his peace roles 
in Nigeria, adding that his 
track records in leadership, 
job creation and wealth 
management ranks rink 
above other aspirants.

Onuoha, who is an 
advocate of  peace in Nigeria, 
according to a source from 
his office, is expected to 
declare his interest in the few 

coming days, barring any last 
minute change of  heart.

He is expected to pursue 
his aspiration from an 
unnamed political party.

To this end, streets of 
Umuahia have been flooded 
with the posters of  the cleric 
with the title “ God’s time 
2023.”

Onuoha’s expected 
declaration is presently 
generating surprise among 
politicians in body of 
clergymen.

The impending entrance 
of  the outspoken cleric, who 

is known for for his point 
blank messages has erupted 
joy in many members of 
Methodist Church in Abia 
State who see nothing wrong 
with Bishop Onuoha reported 
interest in politics. Bishop 
Onuoha could not be met at 
his office when the reporter 
tried to get his confirmation.

But a close aid to the 
Bishop confirmed that his 
boss was under pressure 
from different associations to 
vie for Governor, stating that 
the Methodist Bishop may 
bow to the pressure.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

Executives of National Association of Women of Journalists (NAWOJ) pose with Chief lady Maureen Kingsley after 
receiving humanitariam award from the Imo State Chapter of NAWOJ

Retirees in Rivers State protest over unpaid gratuities
Pension Board who 
addressed the protesters 
assured that those who 
have undergone their 
biometric exercise will 
begin to receive their 
pension arrears before the 
end of  May, 2022 while the 
process of  paying gratuity 
will commence.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha  

2023: “I’ll become Ebonyi House of 
Assembly Speaker” – APGA aspirant

A
n aspirant for Ohoazara 
West State Constituency 
under the platform of  the 

All Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), Agwu Michael 
Ogbonnaya has expressed 
optimism that he would emerge 
winner to represent his people 
at the Ebonyi State House of  
Assembly in 2023, as well as 
predicts he would emerge the 
speaker of  the house. 

Ogbonnaya made the 
assertion at the APGA office in 
Abakaliki having obtained his 
interest and nomination form 
ahead of  the party’s primary 

election. He said his motivation 
to run for the position was due 
to the yearnings of  his people 
who believes in his credibility to 
impact their lives and empower 
the youths. 

Agwu said he believes in his 
credibility as a young person to 
bring a fresh air to his people 
by improving their education, 
health as well as Agriculture. 
“There are three major areas I 
will be focusing on, education, 
Agriculture, health. “Most of  
these social vices are caused 
as results of  lack of  good 
education,” he said. 

He called on the youths 
to support him, noting that 
only a youthful leader would 
understand the needs of  the 
youths and to find solutions 
to them. “We need a youth 
who understand the problems 
of  the youths to touch lives 
positively in terms of  job 
creation, empowerment and 
improving the health sector. 
“Come May 2023, I will be 
representing Ohoazara west 
Constituency, and become 
the speaker of  Ebonyi State 
House of  Assembly,” Agwu 
predicted.

Anambra govt to build 
Oxygen Plant at Onitsha 
General Hospital 

A
nambra State Commissioner 
for Health, Dr. Afam Obidike 
has disclosed that the State 

government in partnership with the 
Global Fund is to build an oxygen plant 
at Onitsha General Hospital. Dr. Obidike 
made this known after an inspection of  
the hospital, on Wednesday. 

Speaking after the inspection, the 
Commissioner, said that health is very 
critical to the Governor Chukwuma 
Soludo’s administration and that the visit 
was to enable him see what is on ground 
in the hospital and the deficiencies, with 
a view to solving them, as has been 
directed by the governor. He revealed 
that the oxygen plant which will be a 
massive one, is expected to serve Onitsha 
and its environs, and that it is expectedly 
to be completed within ninety days, all 
geared towards giving Onitsha residents 
affordable, effective and efficient 
healthcare service delivery that would be 
comparable with what obtained in the 
developed countries of  the world. 

The Chief  Medical Director of  the 
hospital, Dr. Mercy Ebelechukwu-
Anugwu who thanked the Commissioner 
for the visit, expressed joy that a new 
oxygen plant is about to be cited in the 
hospital, noting that the oxygen plant 
will help them to save more lives and 
render top-notch healthcare services to 
their patients.



News Echo   Friday 22 - Saturday 23 April, 2022                Page 13

T
he governorship 
candidate of  United 
Progressive Party 

(UPP) in Imo State in 
2015 general election, Dr. 
Osmond Imoamaonyeukwu 
Ukanacho, says it is the turn 
of  Ikeduru to produce who 
will represent Mbaitoli/
Ikeduru (Mbaike) Federal 
Constituency in the House 
of  Representatives in 2023, 
insisting that Mbaitoli has 
completed their 8 years 
tenures, urging the PDP 
at Mbaike bloc to respect, 
maintain the Zoning 
Agreement which he said 
must be allowed to run in 
the way it was arranged to 
avoid shortchanging any 
political bloc or clan.

The Mbaike Federal 
House Seat contestant 
under the umbrella of  PDP 
gave the reminder during 
an interview with media 
professionals at the wedding 
ceremony of  Chief  Engr. Dr. 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu’s 
son and his nephew, 
Chinedu Iwuanyanwu and 
Obianuju Odurukwe, held at 
the Landmark Event Center, 
New Owerri, on Monday.

According to Ukanacho, 
“as you also know, the 
PDP has a Running 
Arrangement or Agreement 
in Mbaitoli/Ikeduru Federal 
Constituency. Mbaitoli 
bloc has completed their 
two years tenures. Now it 
is the turn of   Ikeduru bloc 

to complete their tenure. 
That is why I am running. 
Because it is an agreement 
reached some time ago. And 
we have adhered to it (the 
zoning agreement). There 
will not be any need to shift 
the Goal Post in the Middle 
of  the Game”.

The philanthropist 
who mentioned that he 
has empowered many 
Imo youths especially on 
scholarship who are doing 
well today through his 
humanitarian foundation, 
said he has the interest of  
the people of  Mbaitoli/

Ikeduru at his heart hence 
he decided to answer their 
call to represent them in 
that capacity, adding that 
he would give the people 
quality representation with 
an open- door policy if  given 
mandate to represent them, 
saying he is fully prepared 
to run for the Mbaike Reps 
Seat in the forthcoming poll.

“I’m very prepared to run 
for Mbaike federal election, 
to answer the call of  Mbaike 
to represent them in the 
House of  Representatives 
in 2023. A lot of  you know 
that I have gunned for 

Imo Governorship Seat in 
2015 and I came 3rd. So, 
my people called me to 
come and represent them 
this time around. Yes, I 
am coming to serve my 
people with sincerity of  
heart and purpose and we 
are very ready to answer 
the clarion call, to help 
strengthen development 
and social security in 
Mbaike”, appealing to the 
PDP to respect the Zoning 
Arrangement and give 
him their ticket to enable 
him fly the Mbaike Reps 
Seat flag in 2023, assuring 

Mbaike Reps Seat: It’s Ikeduru’s turn to 
produce House Member – Ukanacho insists

jobs for the unemployed 
youths, so as to reduce 
social vices.

Dr. Odi, who  disclosed 
this while interacting with 
journalists at his country 
home, Isu in Onicha local 
government area of  Ebonyi 
State  discarded the idea of  
zoning of  elective positions 
among the political blocs of  
south, north or central.

According to him, ones 
aspiration for any political 
position should be anchored 
on ones capacity to deliver.

Dr Odii who is a 
successful businessman 
based in Lagos noted 
that he had emabrked 
on projects across the 13 
local government areas of  
Ebonyi State and had many 
undergraduates benefitting 
from his scholarship 
scheme.

He said, “I have been a 
businessman. I have been an 
entrepreneur. Government 
is all about wealth creation, 
because when you 
create wealth, you have 

tackled a lot of  problems. 
Unemployment- the youths 
will be able to get jobs and 
the tendency of  reducing 
social vices will be there. 
Our people will be gainfully 
employed.

“So for me, I started a 
business and I was able to 
grow that business and I 
have a lot of  people working 
under my private enterprise. 
So, what it means is that if  I 
replicate that template, there 
will be more jobs created for 
our people. So for me, it is all 
about wealth creation. Every 
other governors, even the 
present ones, they may have 
done well, but for me, I will 
focus on wealth creation.

“It is only God who 
knows the heart of  any 
individual. For me, I am an 
Ebonyian. I am running the 
election because I am an 
Ebonyi man and not because 
I am from Ebonyi south, 
north or central. What I 
believe is the capacity. 
Leadership is all about who 
can deliver.

“Every other persons 
maybe running because they 
are from north or central but I 
am running as Ebonyi person. 
I anchor my running because 
I am a bonafide son of  Ebonyi 
State. All my projects cut 
across every local government 
areas of  Ebonyi State, which 
means I am a true Ebonyi 
person. If  you go to Izzi land , 
I have projects there, if  you go 
to Ikwo, I have projects there 
and I am doing it with my 
private resources. 

“Anywhere you go, you 
will find Anyi Chuks projects 
there. I have so many people 
under my scholarship. I don’t 
discriminate because I am 
not from Izzi. So, we should 
be talking about the Ebonyi 
interest and not clannish 
interest and that is why I want 
to run. 

“We look forward for a 
society that we can be proud 
of. Like I mentioned earlier, 
I would want to partner 
with you as long as you are 
reporting objectively. You will 
not find me trying to blackmail 

any person or trying to use the 
press to cause problem. You 
have always known me as a 
man of  peace and I represent 
peace anywhere I go in the 
world.

“I told God whatever 
thing is my ambition, it 
should be not be one that will 
create problem for the state. 
It should be an ambition I 
will pursue with all sincerity 
achored on God. As we move 
forward trying to actualize my 
ambition, you will not find me 
causing violence in the state. 
The same way others should 
emulate and try to conduct 
themselves peacefully.

“Power belongs to God 
and the people. People must 
always choose whom they 
want to lead them. I have 
been on my charitable gesture 
over the years. Leadership is 
when somebody say this will 
happen and it came to pass. 
Even when it cannot happen, 
you should be able to call the 
people and tell them while it 
cannot happen. And again, it’s 
accessibility.

From Ikenna Orioha

News

2023: Ebonyi PDP guber aspirant, 
Ifeanyi Odii, kicks against zoning

2023: Some 
INEC staff are 
under the payroll 
of Rivers State 
Govt.  – NGO

A 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organization in Rivers State 
under the aegis of  Rivers 

Progressives has alleged that some 
staff  of  the Independent National 
Electoral Commission especially the 
Electoral Officers across the twenty-
three Local Government Areas are 
on the pay roll of  the Rivers state 
government.

The group in a Media briefing 
in Port Harcourt said they decided 
to raise the alarm to avert any form 
of  problem that may arise from the 
activities of  those on the pay roll of  
the state government.

The Convener of  the group, 
Wariboko Believing-Junior who 
briefed newsmen in Port Harcourt 
issued forty eight hour ultimatum 
to INEC to refute the allegations or 
face action from the group 

Believing-Junior further warned 
that should INEC fail to act fast, 
they will be force to mention names 
of  those involved in the act.

They said their efforts are geared 
towards forestalling crisis that 
could arise ahead of  2023 general 
elections.

Meanwhile, the Resident 
Electoral Commissioner in Rivers 
State, Obo Effanga said the 
commission will not fail to take 
action against anyname of  staff  
found on the payroll of  the Rivers 
State government.

Effanga who said while speaking 
with journalists however added that 
his office was yet to get any report of  
such. He reiterated the commission’ 
determination to conduct credible 
election in the state

them of  winning, total 
loyalty, increased financial 
and moral support and 
democratic goodies that 
will benefit all sons and 
daughters of  Mbaike.

He used the medium to 
advice the newly wedded 
couple to live in tolerance, 
love and trust to have a 
peaceful, successful and 
comfortable wedlock at 
all times, thanking the 
father of  the groom, Chief  
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
for playing good fatherly 
role in supporting the union 
of  the celebrants.

…I’m not aware – REC 

CHANGE OF NAME

From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt

A  
Guber aspirant under 
the platform of  the 
People’s Democratic 

Party PDP in Ebonyi State 
Dr. Ifeanyi Chukwuma Odii 
has said that the fulcrum of  
his government if  he becomes 
the governor of  Ebonyi State 
would be to focus on wealth 
creation by way of  creating 

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

I, formerly known, 
addressed and referred to as 
IMEOBONG EFFIONG 
SAMPSON now wish to 
be known, addressed and 
referred to as MRS DIVINE 
TREASURE OPARA.

General public should please 
take note as all documents 
and transactions bearing 
IMEOBONG EFFIONG 
SAMPSON remain valid.

Signed:
MRS DIVINE TREASURE 
OPARA

2023 presidential hopeful, Peter Obi, middle, flanked by Imo PDP leaders during his 
consultation in Owerri on Thursday
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here are so many Tpurse  des igns  by 
Judith Leiber in the 

shape of  food, fruits and 
drinks.

If  you watched the 2022 
Grammy Awards you might 
h ave  s p o t t e d  B e yo n c e 
Knowles with a clutch that 
looks like a tennis ball. 

Well, that was one of  
many designs by Judith 
Leiber. Do you remember a 
time a clutch in the shape of  a 
$100 was trending? That was 
another of  Judith's design. 

When I first discovered 
the maker of  these bags, I 
thought it was by a young 
person, but the brand had 
been in existence since 1963. 

The eponymous bag 
brand was founded by a 
Jewish immigrant who ran 
away from Nazi Germany to 
the United States. 

J u d i t h ' s  b a g s  w e r e 
synonymous with the rich 
and famous and was even 
called The First Lady's bag. 
As far back as that time, it 
costs about $7,500. It is a 
ve r y  h i g h - e n d  l u x u r y 
couture. Her bags were so 
famous they were housed in 
museums. 

Judith Leiber makes what 
is called crystal minaudière. 
Minaudières are fashion 
accessories made of  shiny 
stones and crystals that are 
usually worn with evening 

gowns. 
Judith ran the company 

until 1993 when she sold it 
for $18 mill ion to Dee 
Hilfiger – wife of  Tommy 
Hilfiger. 

Dee has been the owner 
and creative director. She has 
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  q u i r k y 
creativity of  the former 
owner. 

In 1998, Judith retired 
from the business. She died 
in 2018 at the age of  97 but 
the business still lives on. 

T h e  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d 
quirkiness of  these bags 
make them a favourite for 
c e l e b r i t i e s  l i k e  K i m 
K a r d a s h i a n ,  K h l o e 
Kardashian, Madonna, and 
Beyonce. 

Here is the Wall Street 
Journal describing Judith 
Leiber's creations "a bundle 
of  asparagus  s ta lks.  A 
Ganesh elephant. A Russian 
nesting doll. A sleeve of  
french fries. A penguin 
wearing a top hat." 

"Long before we used 
emojis, handbag designer 
Judith Leiber transformed 
animals, vegetables and 
definitely the occasional 
mineral into conversation 
pieces in clutch form." 

When these bags are 
c onve r t ed  to  Nige r i an 
currency, they cost about 2 
million naira. 

Check out these amazing purse designs by Judith Leiber 
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know this? 
3. She's not really mad 

that you're busy 
Even though she may 

complain that you work too 
hard, she f inds i t  sexy 
watching you put in effort 
into making yourself  [and 
her] better. 

That doesn't mean you 
shouldn't create time for her 
though. 

4. She knows a lot 
about your exes 

She has Googled your 
ex[es] and knows at least one 
o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
handles. 

5. She compares 
She still thinks about her 

ex-boyfriends and compares 
them to you. 

Sometimes you come 
out better. Sometimes not. 
It's nothing to worry about. 

6. Secret porn 
She's probably seen 

more porn than she might 
ever admit. 

7. Body count 
She'll never tell you 

exactly how many men she's 
slept with. 

8. She likes dirty talk 
She wants you to talk 

dirty a little. Maybe more 
than a little sometimes. 

No matter how prudent 
she appears to others. A part 
of  her needs to know that the 
thought of  her body drives 
you nuts. 

9. Sneaky tests 
She tests you more than 

ometimes, some things 

Sare really better left 
unsaid. And for your 

babe, these are 15 things 
she'd rather never talk about.

There are few interesting 
things women would rather 
never tell you about. And 
sometimes, it is better for 
your relationship if  some 
things are better left unsaid. 

In the case of  these 15 
things, women do not really 
care whether or not you 
know about these things, 
they'll just rather not say so 
themselves. 

And, it has to be said; the 
knowledge of  these little 
secrets does not put your 
relationship in any form of  
danger. 

O k ?  S o  l e t ' s  j u m p 
straight into it - 15 truths 
your babe will never easily 
admit to you! 

1.  Her  bes t  f r i end 
knows more 

Her best friend knows 
more about her than you 
might ever know. That same 
best friend probably knows 
too much about you, too. 

Of  course, that's because 
your girl is always telling her 
about stuff  that happens in 
your relationship. 

2. Different sense of 
timing 

When she says, "I'll meet 
you in 15 minutes," It means 
she'll be there in like 40 
minutes. 

But hey, don't we all 

en always look Mf o r  w a y s  t o 
improve their s*x 

games. 
They want to appear 

s e x y,  p r o f i c i e n t  a n d 
incredibly able with their 
sexual movements and 
tricks. But men tend to get 
very insecure at times when 
they are unable to perform 
or pleasure their partner to 
the max, in bed. 

This leads to high self-
esteem issues and men lose 
all their confidence within 
them. To help all those 

ou need money as Ymuch as you need 
emotional maturity 

a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  a 
relationship and until you 
c a n  a f f o r d  t h e s e,  yo u 
probably shouldn't be dating. 
Transactional relationships 

You must have heard 
p e o p l e  s ay  t h e r e ' s  n o 
romance without finance, 
and that when you have no 
money, you have no honey. 
This is simply because deep 
down, most relationships are 
still transactional in nature. 

That is to say, you stand 
a very high chance of  getting 
someone to love you when 
you are financially OK. If  
yo u  a r e  n o t ,  a l l  yo u r 
abundance of  emotions and 
good traits may not count for 
much. 

Although some social 
change is seemingly being 
orchestrated via social media 
discourse, it seems that it'll 
take a very long while to 
c o m p l e t e l y  [ o r  e v e n 
significantly] overhaul a 
belief  system that has existed 
for a long, long time in 
almost every culture and 
nationality you can think 
about, although in varying 
degrees. 

Apart from the fact that 
relationships are largely 
transactional in these parts, 
another truth that every guy 
would need to wrap their 

heads around is that there is 
no relationship that's free. 

Relationships are not 
meant to solely be about 
what money can buy, they 
are not supposed to bleed 
you dry and they are not 
meant to wreck your credit 
but you cannot do love in 
2019 [or anytime in recent 
memory] without having to 
ac tua l ly  spend  money, 
whether you are a man or a 
woman. 

Your love can't live 
without money 

Love, even in its purest, 
truest and most genuine form 
is kinda hinged on sharing 
and giving gifts and spending 
quality time on dates among 
other things. And there is no 
way you are going to do these 
without spending. 

Whenever the operation 
of  money in relationships 
and marriages is spoken of  
these days, a lot of  attention 
is paid on women and how 
they need to chip in more 
regularly and spend money 
on men, too. 

That conversation is 
largely triggered by the 
c o m m o n n e s s  o f  
transactional relationships as 
mentioned above, and the 
need to reduce or completely 
phase out its occurrences. 

However, taking away 
the transactional nature of  
relationships will still not 

excuse you, man, from 
spending on your woman. 
Neither will it excuse you, 
woman, from doing the 
same. 

And you need to do so 
gladly, happily and freely 
without being asked to. 
R a n d o m  g i f t s  f o r  h e r, 
e s p e c i a l ly  i f  h e r  l ove 
language is getting gifts; 
occasionally making a grand 
show of  your love to her and 
basically just spoiling her as 
your financial strengths 
permit. 

This is why you should 
consider not pursuing a 
relationship when you have 
no source of  income. Really, 
love is quite difficult to prove 
when you're very broke. 

In this same vein, it 
should also be stated that 
dating within your financial 
bracket is a thing and every 
guy needs to acknowledge 
this. Date someone that 
won't require you to over-flex 
your financial muscle. 

You also need to date 
someone who strives for 
f inanc ia l  f r eedom and 
pursues financial success of  
her own. 

Such women hardly feel 
entitled to your money and 
would relate to your money 
with an appreciation of  your 
effort instead of  a misplaced 
sense of  entitlement. 

confused men out there, 
here are some of  the best sex 
tips for men. 

Start talking about sex
The more you talk and 

communicate about sex, the 
m o r e  y o u  w i l l  f e e l 
comfortable expressing your 
needs to your partner in bed. 
Even if  things have become 
boring in your relationship 
for a long time, expressing 
your desires and talking 
more about sex can help. 

Help out your partner 
whenever needed

Yo u r  p a r t n e r  w i l l 

appreciate it when you give 
them a helping hand, just 
when they need it. This will 
make them feel valued and 
c a r e d  f o r,  e ve n t u a l l y 
initiating desire, love and 
p a s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e 
relationship. You will be 
able to see the difference in 
your partner's sexual mood. 

Work out together
This is an excellent way 

of  getting the mood on. 
Working out together boosts 
metabolism and motivates 
you and your partner to be 
healthy and fit. Exercising 
and sweating together will 
surely get you both in the 
mood. You both can also 
stretch together. 

Stay without sex for 
sometime

Abstaining from sex for 
a while won't create a 
distance between you and 
your partner. Instead, it will 
make the heart grow fonder. 
You will  f ind yourself  
wanting sex a lot more than 
before. You will also get an 
incredible urge to have 
passionate, rough sex to 
pleasure your partner in the 
best way possible. 

you know. 
She observes, analyzes, 

and judges every action, 
word, gesture, email, and 
facial expression. 

10. She checks you out 
She checks out your 

butt. A whole lot. 
11. Lowkey requests 
She needs  constant 

indications that you want 
her around. That's why she 
says “What are you up to this 
we e k e n d ? ”  i n s t e a d  o f  
outrightly saying she wants 
to spend time with you that 
weekend. 

1 2 .  S h e  h a s  w i l d 
thoughts 

She fantasized about 
having sex with you at least a 
d oz e n  t i m e s  b e f o r e  i t 
actually happened. 

13. She needs assurance 
She sometimes starts 

fights with you because she's 
feeling ignored. 

She just wants your 
attention in any manner 
possible. Better a squabble 
than  ge t t ing  the  mute 
treatment. 

14. She likes it when 
you get the bill 

Even if  she insists on 
paying or splitting the bill on 
your first date, she'll very 
likely think you're cheap if  
you let her. 

15. The end 
If  she's going to break up 

with you, her friends know 
way before you do. 
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ore  n ipples  are  a 

Scommon occurrence 
i n  b r e a s t f e e d i n g 

mothers. 
However, it is not a 

problem only restricted to 
mothers. Other reasons for 

hen a woman 

Wgives birth, her 
s t o m a c h 

expands and becomes 
bigger.

While a woman is 
pregnant, her stomach 
expands astronomically. In 
the miracle of  birth the 
baby is expelled from her 
stomach, and you can see 
her stomach deflate. 

The skin around there 
can get saggy, stretchy and 
bigger. 

Old wives in Nigeria 
have found ways around it 
from time past. 

I sat with a Nigerian 
mother on the ways nursing 
mothers can get rid of  their 
belly fat. 

1. Hot water press 
While a new mother is 

having her bath, the old 
wife would press all the 
parts of  her body with hot 
water, apparently to help 
her to return to her former 
body. 

2. Drinking hot tea or 
alcohol 

From the day she gives 
birth, she is not supposed to 
take cold drinks. All the 
water she takes in must be 

hot, or she could take 
alcoholic drinks in a bid to 
reduce her belly. 

3. Do not eat starchy 
foods. 

According to her, new 
mothers should not eat 
starchy foods like Eba, 
Semo, Pounded Yam. Keep 
the food light, take a lot of  
pap without sugar or milk. 

4 .  D o  n o t  s i t 
immediately after your 
meals 

Do not sit or lay down 
after eating, walk around 
for a few minutes. 

5. Tie your tummy 
with a piece of cloth or 
girdle 

Months after having a 
baby, tie your tummy with 
any cloth or wear a girdle so 
your tummy would return 
to its normal size. 

Does it work? 
Surprisingly, some of  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  h e l p  i n 
reducing fat but the doctors 
warn against the practice of  
new mothers sitting on hot 
water to expel blood clots. 

to pain, tenderness, itchiness 
and swelling and at times, 
there can even be a pus-like 
w h i t e ,  w a t e r y  f l u i d 
discharge. 

Here are some quick and 
easy home remedies to help 

and moisturises the skin and 
accelerates the regeneration 
of  new skin tissue. 

Method: Cut open an 
aloe vera leaf, extract the gel 
and apply it to the affected 
areas. Allow it to dry on its 
own. Repeat this several 
times a day for three to four 
days. 

Basil leaves
This herb speeds up the 

healing process of  sore 
nipples as well as gives you 
relief  from dryness, cracks, 
pain and even bleeding. 

M e t h o d :  W a s h  a 
handful of  basil leaves and 
grind them into a paste. 
Apply this paste to the 
nipples and allow it to air 
dry. Follow this simple 
remedy three to five times 
daily for about a week. 

Breast milk
If  the cause of  your sore 

nipples is breastfeeding, 
then you can use the breast 
milk itself  to heal sore, 
c r a c k e d ,  b l e e d i n g  o r 
blistered nipples. Breast 
milk has antibacterial as well 
as healing properties that 
can help the treatment. 

Method: Apply a few 
drops of  breast milk on the 
affected nipple or nipples 

ried tobacco leaves Dare rolled into a 
small rectangle of  

rolling paper to create a small, 
round cylinder which is called 
a "cigarette”. People also 
inhale tobacco, cannabis, and 
cocaine. Here are some of  the 
effects of  smoking: 1) Cancer:  

Cancer is a disease in 
which abnormal cells divide 
uncontrollably and destroy 
body tissue. Cancer is one of  
the  e f fec ts  of  smoking. 
Regular intake of  cigarettes 
can lead to lung cancer, cancer 
of  the mouth, urinary bladder, 
and cervix, and can also cause 
acute myeloid leukemia. 
Cigarettes can weaken the 
body ' s  immune sys tem, 
thereby making cancer cells 
keep growing, which can 
increase the risk of  cancer. 

2) Chronic respiratory 
conditions: 

Smoking can damage the 
airways and the small air sacs 
(alveoli) found in your lungs, 
which can lead to heart 
disease. 

3) Infertility: 
S m o k i n g  c a n  a f f e c t 

infertility in both men and 
wo m e n .  I t  c a n  l e a d  t o 
pregnancy complications and 
erectile dysfunction. The 
chemicals in cigarettes can 
also lead to the loss of  eggs in 
women and the sperm's ability 
to fertilize the eggs. It can also 

cause male sexual impotence. 
4) Diabetes: 
Diabetes is a chronic 

health disease that results in 
too much sugar in the blood 
and affects how the body turns 
food into energy. One of  the 
causes of  type-2 diabetes is 
smoking. The more cigarettes 
you smoke, the higher your 
chances of  getting type 2 
diabetes. Cigarettes increase 
inflammation in the body, 
which interferes with the 
proper functioning of  cells. It 
also causes damage to the cell. 

5) Early menopause: 
Menopause is a natural 

dec l ine  in  reproduct ive 
hormones when a woman 
reaches her  40s  or  50s. 
Smoking may increase the risk 
of  early menopause. This is 
because smoking lowers a 
female's level of  estrogen, and 
a low estrogen level can also 
lead to dry skin and memory 
problems. Early menopause 
can cause vaginal dryness, 
changes in libido and breast 
tenderness. 

How to stop smoking 
If  you find it difficult to 

quit smoking abruptly, you 
can gradually reduce your 
intake of  cigarettes. 

- Make use of  Nicotine 
Replacement Therapy (NRT) 

- Visit a counselor 
-  P r a c t i c e  y o g a , 

mindfulness, and meditation. 

sore nipples are wearing the 
wrong size bra, exercising 
without a proper sports bra, 
an injury on the chest area or 
excessively dry skin that 
causes cracks on the nipples. 

The soreness could lead 

you treat sore nipples: 
Aloe vera
Aloe vera has natural 

healing powers and pain-
rel ieving proper ties.  It 
soothes, hydrates, nourishes 

b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r 
breastfeeding. Let it dry off  
naturally. 

Hot oil massage
Massaging with oils like 

olive, coconut or sweet 
almond oil can help heal 
soreness by moisturising the 
affected area. In addition, it 
will reduce the problems of  
cracks, tears or chapping, 
which can worsen the 
condition and delay healing. 

Method: Warm a small 
amount of  the oil in a 
microwave and massage it 
gently on the nipples. Let the 
oil soak in and re-apply if  
required. 

Vitamin C foods
I n c l u d i n g  a  l o t  o f  

vitamin C-rich foods in your 
diet helps heal damaged skin 
tissues and also prevents 
infection effectively. 

Method: To increase 
your vitamin C intake, eat 
foods like oranges, limes, 
lemons,  kiwis,  guavas, 
papaya, strawberries, kale, 
mustard greens, broccoli, 
and parsley. 

It is important to clean 
your nipples thoroughly 
with warm water to remove 
any traces of  oil or any 
herbal pastes you may have 
app l i ed  to  r educe  the 
s o r e n e s s  b e f o r e 
breastfeeding your child. 

Sore nipples? Best home remedies to treat it 

Surprising effects
of smoking

Getting rid of post-pregnancy belly fat naturally 
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ueen Elizabeth II Qt u r n e d  9 6  o n 
Thursday, receiving 

a  r o u s i n g  “ H a p p y 
Birthday” from a military 
band outside her Windsor 
Cas t l e  home,  a f t e r  a 
troubled year hit by health 
concerns.

T h e  B a n d  o f  t h e 
Coldstream Guards, in red 
tunics and bearskin hats, 
played the tribute to crowds 
of  onlookers, before a 
barrage of  ceremonial gun 
salutes across the country.

But the queen — the 
oldest and longest-serving 
head of  state in the world 
— marked the occasion 
w i t h  l i t t l e  f a n f a r e , 
r e t r e a t i n g  t o  h e r 
Sandringham countr y 
estate in eastern England 
for a short break.

N o  o f f i c i a l 
engagements have been 
planned, although royal 
o f f i c i a l s  r e l e a s e d  a 
photograph of  the horse-

media reported.
Since an unscheduled 

overnight stay in hospital 
last October, she has cut 
down massively on public 
appearances on doctor's 

recent church events to 
mark Easter.

A bout of  Covid-19 in 
February left her “very 
tired and exhausted”, she 
admi t t ed  ea r l i e r  th i s 
month.

But William's brother 
Prince Harry told US 
broadcaster NBC in an 
i n t e r v i e w  a i r e d  o n 
Wednesday that she was 
“on great form” when he 
saw her last week.

The queen was last 
s e e n  i n  p u b l i c  a t 
Westminster Abbey in 
central London on March 
29 at a memorial service 
for her late husband Prince 
Philip, who died last year 
aged 99.

Health and succession
The queen 's  enforced 
retreat from public life in 
her Platinum Jubilee year 
has increased attention on 
the succession and future 
of  the monarchy.

Her eldest son and heir, 
P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ,  h a s 
assumed more  of  h is 
mother's responsibilities in 
preparation to take over the 
throne.

His popularity has 
increased in recent years, 
according to an Ipsos poll 
of  more than 2,000 adults 
in Britain in March.

But his 43 percent 
approval rating is still well 
behind that of  his mother 
(69 percent), his eldest son 
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  ( 6 4 
percent) and his daughter-
in-law Kate Middleton (60 
percent).

Some 42 percent of  
those surveyed also said 
they believed Charles, 73, 
should s tep as ide for 
William, who turns 40 in 
June.

loving head of  state with 
two of  her fell ponies.

Her grandson Prince 
William and his wife Kate 
called her “an inspiration 
to so many across the UK, 
the Commonwealth and 
the world”.

Royal tradition since 
the 18th century has also 
seen the monarch have a 
second, official birthday, 
typically celebrated in 
warmer weather in June.

' G r e a t  f o r m '
This year's official birthday 
coincides with four days of  
public events from June 2 
to 5 to mark her record-
breaking 70th year on the 
throne.

US toy manufacturer 
Mattel released a new 
Barbie doll of  the queen to 
c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e 
Platinum Jubilee.

The Sandringham trip 
is being seen as a “positive 
step”, given her recent 
health problems, British 

orders.
A back complaint and 

difficulties standing and 
walking have seen her 
c a n c e l  a  n u m b e r  o f  
engagements, including 

The queen's health and 
the succession apart, the 
royals have rarely been out 
of  the headlines due to a 
succession of  scandals.

Last month there was 
cont roversy  a f te r  the 
queen's disgraced second 
s o n  P r i n c e  A n d r e w 
supported her at Prince 
Philip's memorial service.

In February, he settled 
a US civil claim for sexual 
assault that had earlier seen 
h i m  s t r i p p e d  o f  h i s 
honorary royal military 
titles and charitable roles.

The palace is said to be 
b r a c i n g  f o r  f r e s h 
revelations about royal life 
from Harry, who is due to 
publish his memoirs later 
this year.

The former British 
Army captain quit the 
royal frontline last year and 
moved to California with 
his American wife Meghan 
Markle.

From there, the couple 
accused the royal family of  
r a c i s m ,  w h i l e  H a r r y 
claimed his father Charles 
and brother William were 
“ t rapped”  wi th in  the 
system of  the Bri t ish 
monarchy.

The future of  the royal 
family's global reach is also 
far from assured.

The queen is head of  
state of  Britain and 14 
other  Commonwealth 
count r ies  a round the 
world.

But Barbados became a 
republic last year and a 
number of  other Caribbean 
c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Ja m a i c a ,  h ave  s i n c e 
indicated they want to 
follow suit.
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Queen Elizabeth II turns 96

Russia fines Google for Ukraine videos
 Russian court on 

AThursday slapped 
a series of  small 

fines on Google for failing 
to take down contentious 
YouTube videos about the 
K r e m l i n ' s  m i l i t a r y 
operation in Ukraine.

The Moscow court 
o r d e r e d  t h e  U S  t e c h 
behemoth to pay a total of  
1 1  m i l l i o n  r u b l e s 
($135,000) for ignoring the 
state media regulator's 
orders to remove posts 
alleging heavy Russian 
losses in Ukraine.

One of  the videos 
showed an alleged phone 
conversa t ion  be tween 
Russian soldiers and their 
relatives back home in 
w h i c h  t h e  t r o o p s 
complained of  numerous 
casualties in their ranks, 
Russian state news agencies 
reported.

Another alleged that 
soldiers who were trying to 
move back from Ukrainian 
counter-offensives were 
being shot  by retreat-
b l o c k i n g  R u s s i a n 
detachments, the state 
media reports said.

Google's ubiquitous 
video hosting service has 
been in Russia's crosshairs 
throughout its nearly two-
m o n t h  c a m p a i g n  i n 
Ukraine.

T h e  t e c h  g i a n t 
infuriated Russian officials 
by blocking the lower house 
of  parliament's official 
media channel earlier this 

month.
Russ ia  has  moved 

swiftly to cut access to non-
s t a t e  m e d i a  a n d 
information resources since 
the launch of  its operation 
in February 24.

Russian courts have 

t least 16 people 

Awe r e  k i l l e d  b y 
bomb blasts in two 

Afghan cities Thursday — 
including 12 at a Shiite 
mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif  
claimed by the Islamic 
State (IS) group.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  
bombings in Afghanistan 
has dwindled since the 
Taliban returned to power 
in August, but the jihadist 
and Sunni IS group has 
claimed several since then 
— often against Shiite 
targets.

G r i s l y  i m a g e s  o f  
victims being carried to 
hospital from Seh Dokan 
mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif  
were posted on social 
media.

“Blood and fear are 
everywhere,” Ahmad Zia 
Zindani, spokesman for the 
Balkh provincial public 
health department, told 
AFP, adding “people were 
screaming” while seeking 
news of  their relatives at the 
hospital.

He said 12 people were 
killed in the blast and 58 
wounded — including 32 in 
serious condition.

“Relatives of  victims 
were  a r r iv ing  a t  c i t y 
hospitals looking for their 
near and dear ones. Many 
residents were also coming 
to donate blood,” Zindani 
said.

In Kunduz, at least 
four people were killed and 
18 wounded by a blast 
p o l i c e  s p o k e s m a n 
Obaidullah Abedi told 
AFP was caused by a 
bicycle bomb targeting a 
vehicle carrying mechanics 
working for the Taliban.

Afghanistan's Shiite 
Hazara community, which 
makes up between 10 and 
20 percent of  the country's 
38 million people, has long 
been the target of  the IS, 
w h o  c o n s i d e r  t h e m 
heretics.

“The soldiers of  the 
caliphate managed to get a 
booby-trapped bag” inside 
the mosque, detonating it 
from afar after it  was 
packed with worshippers, 
IS said in a statement.

On Tuesday, two blasts 
outside a school in a Shiite 
neighbourhood of  Kabul 
killed at least six people and 
wounded 25 others.

No group claimed 
responsibil i ty for that 
attack.

Taliban officials insist 
their forces have defeated 
IS, but analysts say the 
jihadist group is a key 
security challenge. 

Since seizing power, 
the Taliban have regularly 
r a i d e d  s u s p e c t e d  I S 
hideouts in the eastern 
Nangarhar province. 

In May last year at least 
85 people — mainly girl 
students — were killed and 
about 300 wounded when 
three bombs exploded near 
their school in the Shiite 
dominated Dasht-e-Barchi 
neighbourhood of  Kabul. 

No group claimed 
responsibility for that, but 
i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  I S 
admitted a suicide attack 
on an educational centre in 
the same area that killed 24 
people, including students. 

In May 2020, the group 
was blamed for a bloody 
attack on a maternity ward 
of  a hospital in the same 
neighbourhood that killed 
25 people, including new 
mothers.

banned Facebook and 
Instagram, calling them 
“extremist” organisations, 
as well as Twitter.

Al l  three  a re  s t i l l 
accessible through VPN 
services,  which try to 
disguise user locations.

But most Russians get 
their  news f rom state 
t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  o t h e r 
government-controlled 
media outlets, which follow 
strict rules on covering the 
military campaign.

At least 16 dead as blasts rock Afghan cities
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Twitter, analysts wary of Musk takeover bid
s tempting as access 

Ato  E lon  Musk ' s 
wea l th  may  be, 

Twitter is not eager to be 
ruled by a billionaire known 
for shooting from the hip 
with little regard for the 
consequences.

The global one-to-many 
messag ing  p la t for m i s 
moving to prevent the Tesla 
boss from getting his hands 
o n  a l l  o f  T w i t t e r ' s 
o u t s t a n d i n g  s h a r e s , 
signaling that worries about 
where he would lead the 
company outweigh the 
proffered payoff.

“It's management, the 
board, that feels something 
is wrong,” said Endpoint 
Technologies analyst Roger 
Kay.

“Musk is essentially an 
a u t o c r a t ;  h i s  f o r m  o f  
libertarianism has a twinge 
of  far right politics to it.”

E a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h 
Musk, the world's richest 
person and a controversial 
and frequent user of  Twitter 
h i m s e l f ,  m a d e  a n 
unsol ic i ted bid of  $43 
million for the social media 
ne twork ,  c i t ing  be t te r 
freedom of  speech as a 
motivation. 

The offer, which he said 
was final, values Twitter at 
$54.20 per share — above 
the closing price ahead of  
his bid, but below a high of  
$77.06 hit in February of  last 
year.

Twitter's board opted to 
swallow a “poison pill,” 
saying any acquisition of  
over 15 percent of  the firm's 
stock without its OK would 
trigger a plan to flood the 
market with shares and thus 
make a buyout much harder. 

Musk a l ready owns 
more than nine percent of  
the company, making him 
its largest stakeholder.

The billionaire went on 
to tweet “Love me tender,” 
an Elvis Presley song title 
that some took to hint he is 
mulling whether to sidestep 
the board and take his 
“ t e n d e r ”  d i r e c t l y  t o 
shareholders.

“I think he is running 
with scissors,” said analyst 
Rob Enderle of  Enderle 
Group.

“Poor impulse control 
and too much money are not 
a good combination.”

Right-wing Twitter?
Musk has said he'd like to lift 
the veil on the algorithm that 
runs on the platform, even 
allowing people to look 
through it  and suggest 
changes.

He advocates a hands-
off  approach to policing 
content, a thorny matter 
particularly in high-profile 
cases such as that of  former 
U S  p r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump, who was banned 

after the assault on the 
Capitol by his supporters as 
they sought to overturn the 
US election result last year.

“Musk says he is going to 
turn Twitter into a social 
media platform with no 
moderation; there have been 
several of  those and they 
don't work,” said analyst 
Rob Enderle of  Enderle 
Group.

“The trolls take over, 
they get too hostile and drive 
peop le  away  f rom the 
platform.”

Attempts to make “right-
wing Twitters” have failed to 
gain traction, the analyst 
told AFP, giving examples 
such as Parler and Trump's 
own social network.

Musk has said that he is 
averse to banning people 
f r o m  T w i t t e r  d u e  t o 
misbehavior, prompting 
many to believe that if  he 
owned the platform he 
would allow Trump to 
return.

Despite his free speech 
talk, Musk's actions include 
m o c k i n g  a  T e s l a 
whistleblower, and calling a 
rescue worker who pointed 
out flaws in the Tesla chief's 
idea to save children from a 
flooded cave in Thailand 
several years ago “a pedo 
guy.”

“Musk is not exactly a 
f ree speech advocate,” 
Enderle said.

“I think he just doesn't 
like to be told 'no'.”

Business specifics of  
Musk's vision for Twitter are 
l e a n ,  n o t e d  C r e a t i v e 
Strategies analyst Carolina 
Milanesi.

“I don't think anybody 
would argue that everything 
Elon Musk does he does for 
himself,” Milanesi said.

“You hear at Tesla of  
racism, lack of  unions, and 
the way workers are treated 
and it doesn't seem to me 
that his priorities are in the 
right place.”

R e g u l a t o r y  i r e
The Twitter board is likely 
also concerned about how 
M u s k  t a k i n g  ove r  t h e 
company might intensify 
p r e s s u r e  t o  f i g h t 
misinformation on social 
media platforms.

“ T w i t t e r  m i g h t  b e 
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w h a t 
regulators are going to do if  
Musk takes over,” Milanesi 
said.

“Twitter has already had 
enough scrutiny, and they 
will have more if  Musk buys 
it.”

W h i l e  t h e  s e r i a l 
entrepreneur's net worth is 
estimated at $265 billion by 
Forbes, much of  Musk's 
wealth coming from shares 
of  electric car maker Tesla, 
which he runs.

Moody's estimated it 

would cost Musk $39 billion 
to buy all the outstanding 
Twitter shares, and that 
there would be “a strong 
chance” he would have to 
repay or refinance the San 
Francisco-based company's 

a v i n g  l o s t Hsubscribers for the 
first time in more 

than a decade, Netflix faces 
t h e  n ew  c h a l l e n ge  o f  
stagnation from a position 
of  strength.

A drop of  just 200,000 
users — less than 0.1 percent 
of  its total customer base — 
was enough to send Wall 
Street  panicking,  with 
shares plunging more than 
30 percent during the week.

The loss of  subscribers 
and the company's various 
plans to revive business 
“change the historically 
simple story” of  Netflix's 
solid success, said Wells 
Fargo analysts, who cut its 
price target in half.

“The new outlook is 
clear as mud,” they said.

I f  t h e  Q 1  l o s s  o f  
subscribers might seem a 
blip at first blush, Netflix is 
signaling otherwise: The 

company anticipates a 
much larger drop in its 
second quarter — of  around 
two million net subscribers.

“I'm not sure that's a 
turning point” for Netflix, 
said Scott Zari of  S&P 
Global Ratings.

“ B u t  I  t h i n k  i t  i s 
indicative of  maybe a new 
phase of  slower growth,” he 
said.

B a n k  o f  A m e r i c a 
analysts said in a note that 
Netflix “made it clear that 
we can expect very low 
subscriber growth in '22 and 
' 2 3  w i t h  n o  m a r g i n 
expansion.”

The shift was felt even in 
the tone of  the company's 
results presentation on 
Tuesday evening.

The affair focused less on 
the streamer's mega hits 
such as “Bridgerton” and 
“Ozark” and more  on 
combating the 100 million 

households who watch 
Netflix for free thanks to 
shared passwords.

“When we were growing 
fast, it wasn't the high 
priority to work on,” co-
founder Reed Hastings 
admitted. “And now we're 
working super hard on it.”

Chief  operating officer 
Gregory Peters said Netflix 
wasn't trying to shut down 
sharing, “but we're going to 
ask you to pay a bit more to 
be able to share.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Z a r i , 
“future growth will  be 
dependent on how can they 
m o n e t i z e  t h o s e 
households.”

– Advertising is coming –
To attract viewers, Netflix is 
p r e p a r i n g  c h e a p e r 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h 
advertising — which it 
expects to roll out in the next 
couple years.

T h e  L o s  G a t o s , 
California-based company 
has long defended its no-ads 
model, which set it apart 
from competitors such as 
Disney+, HBO Max and 
Apple.

For Pivotal analyst Jeff  
Wlodarczak, streaming 
“ a p p e a r s  n e a r ly  f u l ly 
penetrated globally post-
Covid,” and the companies 
now must set their sights on 
conver ting pirates into 
subscribers, gaining greater 
market share from each 
other and driving up prices.”

Increasing prices won't 

help Netflix in the short 
term, though it raised its fees 
in January to the extent that 
it is now the most expensive 
among the major streamers.

“I think they'll have to 
adjust their business,” said 
Paul Hardart, a professor at 
New York  Univer s i ty, 
including “on the cost side, 
investing in content.”

F o r  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Richmond professor Joel 
M i e r,  N e t f l i x ' s  p r i c e 
increases and axing of  
p a s swo r d  s h a r i n g  a r e 
“ p e r i p h e r a l  b u t 
meaningful” short-term 
solutions, while its long-
term s t ra tegy  remains 
“investing in local-content 
creation and establishing its 
gaming presence.”

W i t h  2 2 1  m i l l i o n 
subscribers, “Netflix is by 
far the market leader in the 
streaming space,” Zari said.

“They're very far ahead, 
particularly in the global 
marketplace,” said Hardart. 
“I think it will give them a 
lot of  advantages.”

The problems Netflix 
faces are “not good news” 
f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y,  h e 
emphasized.

But as the global leader, 
whatever  Net f l ix  goes 
through, the other streamers 
are also l ikely to face 
eventually.

It 's “probably worse 
news for the other services 
that are starting to try to 
build themselves,” he said.

billions of  dollars of  existing 
debt.

Rumors  c i r cu la t ing 
include talk that Musk is 
looking into teaming up 
w i t h  a  d e e p - p o c k e t e d 
partner.

Not all analysts were 
pessimistic,  with some 
pointing to Musk's record as 
a trailblazer as a positive in 
his Twitter bid. 

“You cannot deny what 
Musk's accomplished,” said 

RiskSmith investing chief  
executive Richard Smith.

“ I  t h i n k  h e  c o u l d 
p r o b a b l y  t r a n s f o r m 
Twitter.”

End of an era as Netflix faces stagnation challenges
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Arsenal will qualify for Champions
League, says Nketiah

Super Eagles legend, Peter Rufai reveals secret to his successful career
triumph.

Rufai was also Nigeria's 
undisputed number one gloves 
at the country's first-ever 
appearance at the FIFA World 
Cup in USA '94. And despite 
being in his late thirties, he was 
still the preferred choice at the 
1998 Mundial in France.

And by the time he hung 
his gloves in 2000, Rufai was 
arguably the most successful 
Nigerian goalkeeper in history. 
according to soccernet report.

Now 58 years old, Rufai 
can look back at the fears, 
doubts, hopes, and dreams he 

x - N i g e r i a Einternational, Peter 
Rufai, has identified 

hard work, commitment, and 
focus as the ingredients that 
helped him reach the pinnacle 
of  his goalkeeping career.

Rufai , popularly called 
'Dodo Mayana',  enjoyed a 20-
year career, during which time 
he featured for Belgian, Dutch, 
Portuguese, and Spanish clubs.

The highlights of  his 
playing time were, however, 
the Super Eagles winning the 
Africa Cup of  Nations in 1994, 
Nigeria's second continental 

ormer Manchester FUnited, goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel and 

ex-Arsenal striker, Ian Wright 
are among six ex-players who 
have been inducted into the 
Premier League's Hall of  
Fame, the league said on 
Thursday.

Schmeichel and Wright 
join former Manchester City 
players Sergio Aguero and 
Vincent Kompany, as well as 
Chelsea's Didier Drogba and 
United's Paul Scholes.

D a n i s h  g o a l k e e p e r 
Schmeichel, who left United 
in 1999 after eight years at Old 
Trafford during which they 
won five Premier League 
titles, said he had tried his best 

to leave a lasting legacy.
“You have to make the 

best of  that opportunity and 
make sure you're someone 
who is remembered because 
y o u  d i d  s o m e t h i n g , ” 
S c h m e i c h e l  s a i d  i n  a 
statement.

Arsenal great Wright, 
who scored 185 goals for the 
London club and won a 
league and FA Cup double in 
1998, said the recognition was 
made more special by the late 
start to his professional career 
at the age of  21.

“You have to remember 
that for the majority of  my 
football journey, I never 
t h o u g h t  I ' d  b e c o m e  a 
professional footballer,” 

Wright said in a statement.
“So to do that, enjoy the 

times I had with the fans and 
my team mates and now to 
receive this accolade, is a true 
honour.”

The six inductees join 
Wayne Rooney and Patrick 
Vieira, who were inducted 
into the Hall of  Fame last 
month.

The league said the Hall 
of  Fame “celebrates the talent 
and achievements” of  those 
who have featured in the 
division since its inception in 
1992 and that players must 
have been retired as of  Jan. 1, 
2022 to be eligible.

ave of  the moment, RE d d i e  N k e t i a h 
believes Arsenal are 

desperate to qualify for the 
Champions League to please 
their supporters.

T h e  G u n n e r s  g o t 
themselves back in the hunt 
for fourth place with an 
impressive 4-2 win over 
Chelsea on Wednesday.

They are now only behind 
fourth-placed Tottenham on 
goal difference.

“We're going to go for it,” 
Nketiah said.

“We want to push and 

give everything these last six 

weeks or however long is left 

and I think we're right in race 

and we believe in ourselves, 

we want to do it for the fans, 

so we're going to give it our all 

until the end of  the season.”

helsea striker, Michy 

CBatshuayi, could yet 
remain in England 

next season.
T h e  B e l g i u m 

international has spent this 
season on-loan in Turkey 
with Besiktas. The striker has 
14 goals and 5 assists in 37 
games.

lympique Marseille 

Opresident, Pablo 
L o n g o r i a ,  h a s 

revealed he'd like to see Paul 
Pogba return to Juventus.

The Manchester United 
midfielder is off  contract in 
June and been linked with a 
second spe l l  wi th  the 
Bianconeri.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
Tu t t o s p o r t ,  J u ve  f a n 
Longoria was asked who 
he'd choose between Pogba 

and Lille midfielder 
Renato Sanches.

Longoria said, 
“ M o r e  R e n a t o 
Sanches or Pogba 
for the Juventus 
midfield?

“As a romantic, 
I would say Pogba. 
But then there is the 
economic aspect, 
which in this case I 
don't know.”

S a b a h  s a y s  s h o u l d 
Besiktas seek to keep hold of  
Batshuayi, they will face 
Premier League competition.

L e e d s  U n i t e d  a n d 
Everton are interested in the 
centre-forward.

Chelsea are happy to 
shift the 28 year-old on this 
summer.

had back in his youth and be 
convinced that his attitude and 
work ethic saw him through his 
career's highs and lows.

“I believe in giving more 
than 100% on the field,” the 
former Deportivo la Coruna 
star wrote on Instagram.

“I had fears, I wasn't sure 
of  myself  at times, but I never 
lost focus, I gave my all and 
that's victory for me.”

Rufai was capped 65 times 
by Nigeria, scoring a lone goal 
– the last goal from a penalty 
kick in the 6-0 thrashing of  
Ethiopia in an Afcon qualifier 
in 1993.

Schmeichel, Wright among six new

inductees to EPL's Hall of Fame

Leeds, Everton target Chelsea striker,
Michy Batshuayi

Marseille want Pogba return to Juventus

NketiahNketiahNketiah

BatshuayiBatshuayiBatshuayi

PogbaPogbaPogbaThe new inducteesThe new inducteesThe new inductees

Peter Rufai during his time with the Super EaglesPeter Rufai during his time with the Super EaglesPeter Rufai during his time with the Super Eagles
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rik ten Hag has been Ea p p o i n t e d 
Manchester United 

manager after terms were 
agreed for the Dutchman to 
take over from the end of  
the season.

Weeks of  negotiations 
have concluded, with the 
Ajax boss succeeding Ole 
G u n n a r  S o l s k j a e r  a s 
United's next permanent 
boss on a three year deal 
with the option of  a further 
12 months.

United were eager to 
confirm his appointment 
after a wounding week that 
saw them humiliated by 
Liverpool on Tuesday.

The foundations for his 
arrival were laid with the 
depar tures of  two key 
figures in their recruitment 
department: head of  global 
scouting, Marcel Bout and 
chief  scout, Jim Lawlor.

“It is a great honour to be 
appointed manager of  
Manchester United and I 
am hugely excited by the 
challenge ahead,” Ten Hag 
told the club website. “I 
know the history of  this 
great club and the passion 
of  the fans,  and I am 
absolutely determined to 
develop a team capable of  
delivering the success they 
deserve.

“It will be difficult to 
leave Ajax after  these 
incredible years, and I can 
assure our fans of  my 
complete commitment and 
focus on bringing this 
season to a successful 
conclusion before I move to 
Manchester United.”

United opted for Ten 
Hag over previous first 
c h o i c e ,  M a u r i c i o 
P o c h e t t i n o  a f t e r  h e 
impressed them with his 
vision for the club. And his 
arrival will prompt a major 
r e t h i n k  o v e r  t h e i r 
recruitment structure, with 
future signings fitting a 

Te n  H a g ,  f o r m e r l y 
manager of  Utrecht, took 
over at Ajax in 2017 and 
shot to wider prominence 
when leading a side full of  
homegrown talent to the 
s e m i - f i n a l s  o f  t h e 
Champions League in 2019 
before a dramatic late defeat 
to Pochettino's Tottenham.

H e  h a s  w o n  t h e 
Eredivisie twice, in 2018/19 
and 2020/21, claiming a 
Dutch league and cup 
double in both seasons, and 
is on course to claim a third 
title this year, with Ajax 
currently four points clear 
of  PSV at the top of  the 
division.

Ten Hag will become the 
latest manager charged with 
returning the club to the 
highs not reached since the 
depar ture  of  Sir  Alex 

Ferguson nine years ago.
David Moyes, Louis van 

Gaal, Jose Mourinho and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer have 
all tried and failed to match 
the achievements of  their 
predecessor, with only an 
FA Cup, League Cup and 
Europa League to show for 
the near-decade since the 
legendary Scot's retirement.

Despite hundreds of  
mill ions of  pounds of  
investment – much of  which 
has been heavily criticised – 
in the transfer market, 
United have failed to mount 
a serious challenge for the 
Premier League title in the 
post-Ferguson era, two 
d i s tan t  second-p laced 
finishes representing their 
best efforts, and have not 
been beyond the quarter-
finals of  the Champions 
League.

specific profile to fit the new 
manager's philosophy.

Interim manager, Ralf  
Rangnick has been heavily 
critical of  United's record in 
the transfer market after 
be ing  a la r med  by  the 
quality of  the squad he 
inherited from Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer. He will take up a 
consultancy role at the end 
of  the season.

United were determined 
to have a new manager in 
place in time to play a major 
role in the summer transfer 
window, when Harry Kane 
and Declan Rice are both 
t a r ge t s,  w h i l e  K a l v i n 
Phillips is another on their 
radar.

Bor uss ia  Dor tmund 
m i d f i e l d e r ,  J u d e 
Bellingham is a dream 
target, but he is not expected 
to be available this 
summer.

T h e r e  i s  a n 
acceptance that 
the new man will 
need to be given 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
backing in  the 
transfer market.

R a n g n i c k 
suggested after the 
4 - 0  d e f e a t  b y 
Liverpool that as 
many as 10 new 
players could be 
needed, although 
that will not be 
p o s s i b l e  t h i s 
summer.

There will be a 
h o s t  o f  
departures, with 
Paul Pogba, Jesse 
Lingard, Edinson 
C a v a n i  a n d 
Nemanja Matic 
among those set to 
leave. Anthony 
Martial could also 
be sold, while the 
f u t u r e  o f  
C r i s t i a n o 
Ronaldo is also a 
source of  debate.

nter Milan are struggling Ito find the available cash 
to bring Chelsea striker 

Romelu Lukaku back to San 
Siro.

L u k a k u ,  a f t e r  a 
disastrous season in England, 
has been in talks with Inter 
a b o u t  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
Nerazzurri this summer.

However, local journalist 
Fabrizio Biasin said on 

British racing driver, Sir 
Lewis Hamilton and 
super  t enn i s  s t a r 

Serena Williams, have joined 
Sir Martin Broughton's bid to 
buy Chelsea.

T h e  t w o  w o r l d 
champions are supporting 
t h e  b i d  w i t h 
' m i l l i o n s '  o f  
p o u n d s , 
according to Sky 
News.

The seven-
time Formula 1 
champion and 
23-time Grand 
Slam-winning 
tennis player are 

repor ted ly  backing  the 
former Liverpool chairman's 
takeover package.

Broughton is currently in 
the frontline in list of  the 
three bids to buy Chelsea 
from Roman Abramovich.

CM.it: “Is Lukaku coming 
back? No, let's say it's difficult 
if  not nearly impossible.

“Until Chelsea have an 
owner, it's hard to predict. 
Easier to go and play in a 
team that can put in the 
money.”

As such, PSG are being 
mentioned as a potential 
alternative destination for 
Lukaku.

Man United appoint Erik Ten Hag as manager

PSG move ahead of
Inter in Lukaku pursuit

Chelsea: Serena Williams,
Lewis Hamilton join bid to
buy club from Abramovich
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