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BLACK THURSDAY

Gunmen kill INEC
staff in Imo

Vow to continue killing, arson if  CVR, 2023 elections hold
INEC staff  killed at Ngor-Okpala bye-election buried
Attack on police stations in South East continues
INEC suspends CVR in 3 LGAs in Imo 
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Bandits’ attacks
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railway shameful
– Community leader

2 Rev. Sisters, 3 others burnt in auto crash
in Anambra

Abia PDP, APC collapse into APGA

Pg. 2

Pg. 9

Fashion Police:
Ranking Liquorose's
birthday outfits 



Matriculation: UAES VC 
cautions students against 
inimical activities 
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 News

A
s the Imo State, In -
dependent National 
Electoral Commis -

sion, INEC begins another 
round of  Voters registration, 
a staff  has been killed by gun-
men at Ihitte Uboma Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
state.

Speaking to News Echo, 
the INEC Public Relations 
Officer, Dr. Chinenye Chi -
jioke-Osuji revealed that the 
incident took place yesterday 
when the deceased, Nwoko-
rie Anthony, was on a ward to 
ward Continuous Voter Regis-
tration exercise together with 
two other colleagues. 

Black Thursday: Gunmen kill INEC staff in Imo

She disclosed that the 
armed men stormed the area, 
protesting INEC’s presence 
in the area and flogged them 
with machetes before killing 
Nwokorie Anthony. She not-
ed that the INEC staff  were 
at Nkwo-Ihitte ward, PU004, 
Amakohia ward, 02, adding 
that three staff  (2 female, 1 
male) were there for the vot-
ers registration that started 
last Monday, when the male 
among them was shot several 
times. According to her, the 
gunmen were shouting, there 
will be no election here, have 
we not told INEC not to come 
here.

Meanwhile, she informed 
that as at the time of  the kill-
ing of  the INEC staff  at Ihitte/
Uboma, the burial of  one of  
the Ad-hoc staff  who was ab-
ducted and killed during the 
Ngor Okpala state Assembly 
bye-election was ongoing at 
Umuahia, the Abia state cap-
ital.

However, in a  release 
signed by Festus Okoye Esq, 
the National Commissioner 
and Chairman, Information 
and Voter Education Commit-
tee, the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has suspended the Continuous 
Voter Registration Exercise 

(CVR) exercise in Ihitte Ubo-
ma Local Government Area 
of  Imo State. 

“This is sequel to a report 
by the Resident Electoral 
Commissioner (REC), Pro-
fessor Emeka Ezeonu, to the 
effect that today, 14th of  April 
2022, Mr. Nwokorie Anthony, 
a staff  of  the Imo State office 
of  the Commission involved 
in the ongoing CVR exercise, 
was shot dead by unknown 
gunmen at Nkwo Ihitte (PU 
004) in Amakohia Ward (RA 
02) of  Ihitte Uboma Local 
Government Area.  The REC 

By Ikenna Orioha, 
Owerri

S
tudents of  University 
of  Agriculture and En-
vironmental Sciences 

(UAES), Umuagwo, Ohaji/
Egbema, Imo State, have 
been cautioned against inim-
ical activities like cultism, vi-
olence, drug abuse, indecent 
dressing, sexual harassment, 
examination malpractice 
and other anti social behav-
iors, but study hard in order 
to graduate in flying colors 
to sharpen their future and 
existence positively and pros-

perously.
This warning was given by 

the Vice Chancellor of  UAES 
Umuagwo, Prof. Patrick 
Ekezie Egbule, in an address 
during the maiden matricula-
tion ceremony of  the univer-
sity on Wednesday held at its 
pavilion.

The Vice Chancellor who 
warned the students “to resist 
any temptation or luring of  
these vices as the university 
will not hesitate to expel any 
student found indulging in 
them”, charged them “to take 
special interest in and recite 
the university anthem, espe-

cially the significant touching 
words and allow them to be 
your motivator. I encourage 
all of  you to be hard work-
ing as I look forward to your 
graduation in the next four or 
five years. It is only through 
diligence, hard work and 
closeness to God that good 
success is achieved”.

Mentioning that the school 
has the vision “to build, lead, 
innovate and serve through 
a seamless take- off  of  the 
university and its reposition-
ing into a top- ranked world 
class institution and center 
of  excellence in agriculture, 
technological knowledge and 
dissemination through teach-
ing, research and community 
service. This vision is translat-
ed into achievable goals and 
objectives under a 7- point 
agenda for the university”, 
Egbule noted that the school 
runs 29 degree programs in 5 
faculties such as: Faculty of  
Agriculture, Faculty of  Envi-
ronmental Sciences, Faculty 
of  Science and Computing, 
Faculty of  Engineering and 
Faculty of  Arts, Social and 
Management Sciences.

However, the university 
had urged government of  
Imo State to meet its chal-
lenges of  dilapidated and 
decaying infrastructure such 
as lecture halls, hostel, office 
accommodation, laboratories 
and equipment, poor ICT 
and communication facilities, 
lack of  public power supply, 
bushy environment, inade-
quate equipment for teaching 
and research, non-availability 
of  university governing coun-
cil, sharing of  facilities with 
Imo State Polytechnic that 
still has students on ground, 
funding issues and Imo State 
Government integrated ICT 
system.

Bandits’ attacks on military 
base, railway  shameful
- Community leader
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he President-general 
of  Ahuwa Oboro an-
cient kingdom in Ik-

wuano LGA of  Abia State, 
Engr James  Uchegbuo has 
described as shameful, the 
recent attacks on Nigeria 
Army’s base in Kaduna and 
Abuja-Kaduna train by ter-
rorists. 

The attacks, according to 
Engr Uchegbuo, showed 
that the federal government 
is running out of  ideas on 
how to end the menace of  
terrorists’ operations in Ni-
geria. Uchegbuo stated this 
in Umuahia while reacting 
to the disturbing incidents, 
lamenting that more inno-
cent souls are being wasted 
on daily basis by the activi-
ties of  terrorists on Nigeria’s 

roads and forests. The Ahu-
wa Oboro leader wondered 
how armed bandits would 
operate freely in Kaduna 
State, despite the siting of  
several military formations 
in it. He further expressed 
surprise how bandits over-
ran Nigeria Army base in 
Pole Wire, Birnin Gwari, 
Kaduna State and killed 17 
soldiers, 3 civilians and leav-
ing others fatally wounded. 
“It is dangerous and un-
fortunate that our people 
are no longer safe whether 
in their homes and even in 
their farms. Our roads are 
becoming death trap, pas-
senger trains are now being 
attacked and passengers are 
kidnapped, maimed and 
murdered by these terror-
ists.” 

He reminded President 
Mohamadu Buhari of  his 

further reported that the State 
Office is making efforts to lo-
cate the whereabouts of  the 
two remaining staff  involved 
in the registration exercise”. 

Prior to this incident, the 
Commission had suspended 
the CVR in Orsu and Njaba 
Local Government areas of  
the State on account of  insecu-
rity while the exercise is taking 
place only at the INEC LGA 
office in Oru East, Oru West, 
Orlu and Ohaji - Egbema Lo-
cal Government Areas of  the 
State. 

The Commission extends its 
condolences to the family of  
Nwokorie Anthony and prays 
that God will grant them the 
fortitude to bear the loss. The 
incident has been reported to 
security agencies to unravel 
the circumstances that led to 
this unfortunate incident and 
bring the culprits to justice. 

“We enjoin the President 

General of  the various Town 
Unions in Imo State as well 
as all the critical stakeholders 
to protect staff  of  the Com-
mission engaged in national 
assignment. The safety and se-
curity of  staff  is of  paramount 
importance to the Commis-
sion, particularly with the 
devolution of  the voter regis-
tration exercise beyond our 
State and Local Government 
Area offices nation in our de-
termination to serve Nigerians 
better”.

 It would be recalled that 
this is coming barely a year 
when gunmen stormed the 
correctional center and police 
headquarters in Owerri and 
freed inmates after attacking 
the facilities, this is even as the 
attacks on police stations have 
resumed. There is need for the 
security operatives to brave up 
and contend the threat of  the 
gunmen in the zone.

responsibility of  securing 
the lives and property of  
Nigerians, in line with the 
constitution he swore to 
uphold. He asked all mil-
itary chiefs to justify their 
appointments by restoring 
security in Nigeria even as 
he advised President Buhari 
to tackle activities of  armed 
herdsmen in different States 
of  the federation.  On the 
sacking of  Sheik Nuru 
Kalid, the Chief  Imam of  
Apo Quarters Mosque Abu-
ja, by Mosques committee, 
Uchegbuo called for imme-
diate recall of  the Islamic 
priest. 

He queried the rationale 
behind the action of  the 
committee that removed 
Khalid who he said, 
delivered a truthful sermon, 
who also spoke truth to 
authority. 

ASUU:  Lecturers need attractive remuneration - IMSU chairman
 By Grace Ofurum

F
ollowing the ongoing 
strike action by Ac-
ademic Staff  Union 

of  Universities (ASUU), 
the chairman, Imo State 
University chapter, Dr. Odi-
nakachukwu Ejiogu has 
enjoined his counterparts 
across the country to con-
demn the delay by the fed-
eral government to honour 
the agreement it reached 
with the union  on the sign-
ing and implementation 
of  the 2020 renegotiated 
agreement, as well as the 
deployment of  University 
Transparency and Account-
ability Solution (UTAS) as 
a payment platform. 

The varsity don while 
speaking with News Echo 
in Owerri, decried the sit-

uation stating that for the 
country to run a world class 
University system, the lec-
turers need to be have suf-
ficiently attractive remuner-
ation.

Ejiogu also maintained 
that the union also take cog-
nizance of  the fact that their 
action will amount to no 
work no pay by the federal 
government but warns that 
that FG should not forget 
that their action will also 
imply no pay no work.

He urged FG to do the 
needful to avoid further de-
terioration of  the Univer-
sity Education system in 
the country. He seized the 
opportunity to advice the 
students who are adversely 
affected by the strike action 
to engage themselves in 
meaningful ventures so as 

not to undermine their as-
pirations.

He encouraged them to 
use the opportunity to learn 
a skill or find a part time 
job that will cater for their 
needs instead of  engaging 
in any form of  crime. 

He decried  prolifera -
tion of  private universities, 
while calling on the Nation-
al Universities Commission 
(NUC) to review its laws to 
control the establishment 
of  universities in the coun-
try, even as he faulted fed-
eral/state governments over 
poor financing of  existing 
public universities.

He also charged 
well-meaning Nigerians to 
speak up and challenge the 
government to rescue the 
education sector.

Tragedy as 2 Rev Sisters, 3 
others burnt to death in Anambra
auto crash
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
wo Roman Catholic 
Rev Sisters, including 
one other female and 

two males on wednesday, 
lost their lives in a ghastly 
motor inferno.  News Echo 
reports that the ill fated ac-
cident took place along the 
Nawfia, Enugu -Onitsha 
expressway in the morning.  
Confirming the incident, 
the AG Sector Public Ed-
ucation Officer, Anambra 
State FRSC, DRC Margaret 
B Onabe said “Unidentified 
driver of  a Toyota Highland-
er with registration number: 
BMR570BE and a Toyota 
Hiace Bus with no registra-
tion number was involved 
in a Fatal road traffic crash 
in the early hours of  today 
13th April, 2022 at about 
06:30hrs”. According to eye-
witness report, the bus driver 
was on speed, lost control, 
and rammed into the High-

lander from behind, crashed 
and the both vehicles caught 
fire.

“Five people compromis-
ing two male and three fe-
male adults, were involved 
in the crash and were killed. 
The vehicle burnt complete-
ly”.  Meanwhile, FRSC Res-
cue team from RS5.3 Sector 
Command Awka was on 
ground managing traffic and 
ensuring obstruction caused 
by the crash is removed. The 
Sector Commander Anam-
bra State Corps Commander 
Adeoye Irelewuyi commis-
erated with the families of  
the dead victims and sends 
his prayers to the victims re-
pose souls, while he warned 
Anambra State motorist to 
avoid speeding and ensure 
they keep to the recom-
mended speed limit. “Speed 
thrills but kills check your 
speed and not your watch, 
Let’s keep our road safe from 
crash,” he warned.
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2023: People’s choice, not rigging ‘ll 
determine Nigeria’s leaders  - Abia Speaker

News

By Ikenna Orioha

A
s 2023 general elec-
tion draws close, a 
think tank group, 

Igbo Elders and Stakehold-
ers Forum, has described 
the comment made by some 
group of  Northern Elders as 
selfish which it said did not 
represent the views of  the 
entire Northern Elders as 
exemplified by the likes of  
Prof. Farooq Kparogi’s and 
other Northern Elites and El-
ders who have continued to 
sustain advocacy for power 
shift to the South East with 
a view to maintaining justice 
and equality in the marital ar-
rangement called Nigeria.

The group disclosed this in 
a statement signed and issued 
to the media in Owerri on 
Wednesday by its National 
Coordinator, His Lordship 
Bishop Justice Alpha Ikpea-
ma.

Pointing out that the Igbo 
have been marginalized and 
ruled out in terms of  produc-
ing the country’s number one 
citizen even after the civil war, 
the group said Igbo must pro-
duce the next president of  the 
nation if  equity and fairness 
are anything to go by in de-
mocracy, regretting that some 
persons in the North see Ig-
bos as slaves captured in war. 

According to the forum, 
“one would wonder which 
other time should the Igbo 
consider fair to be president of  
Nigeria or which other time 

has the Igbo been president 
since after the civil war; over 
50 years ago. We do not want 
to even go to the facts of  talk-
ing about if  really Igbos have 
been in charge of  the country 
since independence. The fact 
that this very illogical state-
ment is coming from some 
group of  elders in the North 
where power has stayed for 
over 50 years after independ-
ence, speaks volume of  the 
selfishness of  these group of  
elders who obviously selfish-
ly do not represent the views 
of  the entire North as exem-
plified by the likes of  Prof. 
Farooq Kparogi’s and other 
northern elites and elders 
who have continued to sus-
tain advocacy for power shift 
to the South East to maintain 
equity, justice and fairness 
in the marital arrangement 
called Nigeria”.

The group maintained that 
“zoning of  the presidency 
to the South East remains 
the way forward in a much 
divided country like Nige-
ria. The Igbo have waited 
patiently even when some 
selfish Northern elements 
created the monster called 
Boko Haram just to make 
the country ungovernable 
for former President, Good-
luck Jonathan and to ensure 
that the presidency is forcibly 
returned to the north, Igbos 
still waited patiently for eight 
years. Why will any right 
thinking Nigerian feel that 
power should remain in the 

Ugballa (middle) with the state APC Chairman, Okoro-Emegha at the party’s secretariat, Abakaliki during the declaration 
of Ugballa for Senate.

North after we have waited 
for this long. Such persons 
are the one tearing the coun-
try apart with such ideology 
founded on injustice of  the 
highest order and should be 
quickly called to order.

Adding that “Alhaji Tanko 
Yakassai of  the Northern El-
ders Forum very sadly spoke 
about the Igbo with a mindset 
that the Igbo are slaves of  the 
North, who the North have 
tried to rehabilitate, recon-

struct, reintegrate as much 
as they condered fair and 
this “slave” now seems to be 
asking too much to be treat-
ed as a wife with equal rights 
in the marital arrangement. 
This he feels the North can-
not allow for now even after 
the Igbo “slaves” have been 
denied equal rights for over 
fifty years, after the civil war. 
This is an insult to the entire 
Igbo Nation and goes to show 

Gunmen kill four police 
officers in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

G
unmen on Wednes-
day morning attacked 
a police station in 

Atani, the headquarters of  
Ogbaru Local Government 
Area in Anambra State.

A source told News Echo 
that the men arrived the 
area at about 1:30am on 
Wednesday, and immediately 
launched an attack on the po-
lice facility.

The source said four po-
licemen, including a female 
police operative lost their lives 
in the attack. There have been 
series of  attacks on police and 
other government facilities 
in Anambra State for quite a 
while, with the governor of  
Anambra State, Prof  Chuk-
wuma Soludo assuring that 
those responsible will not be 
allowed to continue with their 
acts. 

Meanwhile, the state police 
command has confirmed the 
attack, corroborating the in-
formation provided by our 
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the very greedy nature of  the 
group of  northern elders who 
made this very senseless press 
release”.

The Igbo Elders and Stake-
holders Forum had insisted 
that it will “not fold its arms 
to watch the likes of  Alhaji 
Tanko Yakassai continue to 
tear this country apart with 
very selfish remarks against 
the zoning of  the presiden-
cy of  Nigeria to the Igbo. 

We therefore call on all 
well meaning and patriotic 
Northerners to disregard the 
very decisive remarks of  the 
Northern Elders Forum and 
join other Northern elites and 
indeed all other well mean-
ing Nigerians to speak and 
stand by the truth to ensure 
that Igbo are fairly treated by 
zoning the presidency of  Ni-
geria to the South East come 
2023”.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  Assem-
bly,  Hon. Chinedum 

Orji has advised Abians to 
obtain their Permanent Vot-
er’s Card (PVC), as the  2023 
elections would not deter-
mined by rigging and ballot 
box snatching.

The Speaker also declared 
that a  peaceful society is only 
achieved through justified 
electoral process.

Hon Orji stated this in his 
private residence at Umua-

hia when he played host to 
youths of  Ugba communi-
ty of  Umuahia North, his 
hometown, who paid him a 
solidarity visit.

He said that voting in the 
country this time will be true 
and just, stating that true vot-
ing principles would apply 
in 2023 unlike previous elec-
tions where moneybags held 
sway.  

Orji , who advised his kins-
men  to eschew violence in 
their conducts, warned that it 
would be dangerous to foist 
candidates on the electorate 
in 2023.

He urged them to vote for 
the  right candidates accord-
ing to their mind, assuring 
that he will continue to em-
power and provide employ-
ment to his constituents.

He implored those he em-
ployed and empowered to ap-
preciate God through paying 
their tithe in their church.

Earlier, in his address, the 
President-General of  Ugba  
community , Ifeanyi Uzueg-
bu said they were on the 
solidarity visit to urge the 
Speaker to declare for elec-
tive position of  his choice, 
promising the support of  his 

source. DSP Toochukwu 
Ikenga, the spokesperson of  
the state police command 
told our reporter in a tele-
phone conversation that the 
attack was true.

“The hoodlums came 
around 1am, and unlucky for 
us, four police operatives paid 
the supreme price. 

“The commissioner of  po-
lice, CP Echeng Echeng on 
hearing of  the attack imme-
diately mobilized men of  the 
command from various units 
to the area.

 “The hoodlums were still 
there when the CP personal-
ly led men of  the command 
to the affected area, and the 
timely arrival saved the day 
and the hoodlums were suc-
cessfully repelled, and the fa-
cility was saved.

“We have commenced in-
telligence already, and we 
hope to unravel the persons 
behind the attack,” Ikenga 
said. 

He was however unable to 
state the identity of  the at-
tackers or the reason for their 
actions.

kinsmen to the Speaker.
The group had earlier 

stormed the State headquar-
ters of  PDP where they pro-
tested that indigenes of  Ugba 
were not employed as work-
ers in PDP office, even when 
the party office was sited on 
Ugba land.

Responding to the Ugba 
youths, the Chairman of  
PDP in Abia, Hon Alwell 
Asiforo Okere promised to 
investigate their complaints 
as all serving staff  at PDP 
office were inherited by his 
executive on assumption of  
office.

Presidency: Igbo Elders describe Northern
Elders’ comment as selfish

Nutrition: Embrace Biofortified with Vitamin A crops 
- Group tells NGOs, CSOs

N
on-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) 
and  Civil society 

organisations (CSOs) have 
been asked to mainstream 
creation of  awareness on 
Biofortified with Vitamin A 
crops in their various pro-
gramming thematic areas.

Speaking during the one 
day workshop on the im-
portance of  nutritious foods, 
mainstreaming of  aware-
ness creation on Biofortified 
with Vitamin A crops into 
programming activities for 
the year 2022, organized for 
CSOs and CBOs leaders in 

Imo State held in Owerri, 
the Nutrition Officer, Imo 
State, Mrs. Lois Onyike not-
ed that there’s need for the 
CSOs and NGOs to begin 
to talk nutritious foods at 
every fora they found them-
selves especially ensuring 
that they capture same in 
their thematic programming 
activities for the year, adding 
that the campaign for hidden 
hunger which is dangerous 
needs the collective efforts 
of  everyone. She hinted that 
when there’s poor health as 
a result of  nutritional defi-
ciency, it reduces produc-

tivity, drains the resources 
of  households and creates 
poverty. She encouraged the 
participants to make con-
scious effort in increasing 
the nutritious contents in the 
things they eat.

She asked the participants 
to think globally and act lo-
cally by starting from their 
little corner to begin create 
awareness in how to store/
preserve locally made Bi-
ofortified with Vitamin A 
crops, encouraging them to 
run away from vitamin A 
deficiency.

In his remarks, the CBC 

project partner in Imo and 
the program Director Foun-
dation for Livelihood Ad-
vancement, Elder Kenneth 
Amogu took the participants 
through the activities of  the 
Foundation since the project 
started in Imo, adding that 
before now, the knowledge 
and intake of  Biofortified 
with Vitamin A maize has 
been in the low ebb, stressing 
that with the activities of  the 
organization, the awareness 
has increased, especially 
that farmers, Agro Dealers, 
processors and households 
are beginning to talk about 
Biofortified with Vitamin A 
maize and its Commerciali-
zation. 
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Editorial

The State of Nigeria
T

he Governor of Sokoto 
State, Aminu Waziri 
Tambuwal once said: “So 

many people are making this 
mistake of saying that Nigeria is 
on auto-pilot. If an aircraft is on 
auto-pilot, you are sure of safety, 
you are sure of direction, you 
are sure of even possible landing 
because there is technological 
control. That is not the situation 
in Nigeria today. Nigeria is 
directionless. There are no pilots, 
there’s no auto-pilot. Everybody is 
on his own. Even the government 
is being run as if there is no one 
in control.”  Nothing can be more 
damning than this charge that the 
government at the centre is being 
managed as if there’s no one in 
charge of the affairs of the nation.

Tambuwal has thus pointedly 
accused President Muhammadu 
Buhari and his political party, 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) of turning Nigeria into 
an ungovernable entity since the 
party took over power in 2015. For 
Tambuwal, Nigeria is directionless 
with no leadership at the centre. 
According to Tambuwal, the 
current situation in the country 
makes most Nigerians feel there 
is no government. He insists that 
the country under the APC is on 
the edge of a precipice.

Againstv this backdrop, It is 
incumbent on all the stakeholders 
to ensure that the best candidates 
are presented for the 2023 
presidential contest. The ruling 
APC and the opposition PDP owe 
it as a patriotic duty to the country 
to present capable candidates who 
can clear the Augean Stable. Of 
course it is only after the hurdles 
about zoning and suchlike matters 
are cleared that a clearer picture 
of choosing the leader who is 
capable of dragging Nigeria out 
of its precarious state can be 
seen. The grave issue of Nigeria 
being in a worse shape than the 
auto-pilot peril and it is a present 
danger that must be redressed.

It is incumbent on Nigerian 
leaders to ensure that Nigeria does 

not tip over the precipice in the 
dire circumstances of the moment. 
Selfish political ambition should 
never override the larger national 
interest. Tambuwal and his 
colleagues should bring to bear on 
the task of reviving Nigeria their 
pan-Nigerian associations over 
the years.

Like in his recent revelation 
that Nigeria is worse than being 
on auto-pilot, Tambuwal has 
over the years indeed been very 
courageous and vocal in putting on 
the front burner the issues facing 
the country. He once stressed 
that a revolution was compelling 
in Nigeria because of endemic 
corruption in the country, coupled 
with the general disaffection 
of the people with the ruling 
elite. He had then made bold to 
insist that the kind of conditions 
that must subsist in order for 
talks of revolution to be taken 
seriously were widely evident all 
over the country. It needs to be 
remembered that in the course 
of the Second Republic, Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo of the then 
opposition Unity Party of Nigeria 
(UPN) did warn that the country’s 
economy was grinding to a halt 
through rampant corruption. The 
then ruling National Party of 
Nigeria (NPN) did reply Awolowo 
through a press conference 
organized in faraway London that 
the economy was in the best of 
shapes. Nigerians of course bore 
witness to the collapse of the ill-
fated Second Republic shortly 
after.

The country can ill-afford to 
continue burying its head in 
the sand when what is urgently 
needed is a well-conceived plan 
of action to steady the purpose 
of the directionless nation. The 
issue is beyond base partisanship. 
Concerned Nigerian leaders need 
to put heads together to triumph 
over these dire times in the nation. 
One cannot but canvass for a 
radical change from the current 
state of anarchy to a better focused 
method.
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The hidden effects of 
domestic violence
T

he news that the 
popular gospel singer, 
Osinachi Nwachukwu, 

who died recently might have 
died from injuries inflicted 
on her by her husband has 
brought to the fore again the 
issue of  domestic violence. 
Some people who knew the 
late musician vowed that her 
husband had been abusing 
her. Curiously they all kept 
quiet until the worst happened 
to her. The cop-out is that 
“you can’t help a person 
who’s not ready to be helped.” 
According to reports, she had 
trauma to the chest from a 
kick from him. But it might 
not be the only serious injury 
the woman suffered!

People have kept wondering 
why she could have covered up 
all this. Why did she not leave 
the marriage? Why didn’t she 
go to the police? But she said 
it was because of  her faith she 
stuck to the relationship. The 
husband has been arrested and 
we hope that the matter will be 
thoroughly investigated and 
justice be allowed to take its 
full course. Domestic violence 
should be condemned.

According to the United 
Nations, domestic abuse, also 
called “domestic violence” or 
“intimate partner violence,” 
“can be defined as a pattern of  
behaviour in any relationship 
that is used to gain or 
maintain power and control 
over an intimate partner.”  It 
is not a Nigerian problem. It’s 
found all over the world. It is 
said that almost one in three, 
or 30 per cent of  women, 
have suffered physical and/or 
sexual violence by an intimate 
partner or non-partner sexual 
violence or both.

Abuse could be physical, 
emotional, sexual, economic 
or psychological actions 
or threats of  actions that 
influence another person. It 
also involves any behaviours 
that intimidate, frighten, 
terrorise, manipulate, hurt, 
blame, humiliate, injure 
or wound someone. And 
whenever the victim tries to 
run away the maltreatment 
worsens.

Domestic violence can 
happen to anyone of  any race, 
age, gender, sexual orientation 
or religion. It could occur 
between those who are married 

to each other, living together 
or dating. This malaise affects 
people of  all socioeconomic 
backgrounds and education 
levels. Incidents are rarely 
isolated and usually escalate 
in frequency and severity.

Domestic abuse may lead 
to serious physical injury 
or death. But even with 
the awareness of  domestic 
violence, few relate the 
experiences of  these women 
with traumatic brain injuries. 
In some minds, the victim only 
suffered “a small push” or just 
a “small smack to the head.” 
Unfortunately too for the 
victims, they may not be able 
to recollect what happened 
and, worse, the assaults may 
not even be reported to the 
police.

Brain injuries are said to 
be like earthquakes. A severe 
brain injury is like a major 
earthquake: we find fractures, 
haemorrhages or penetrating 
wounds (bridges fall and 
there are collapsed buildings): 
There is devastation to the city. 
But it’s not so for mild brain 
injuries or small earthquakes: 
we see cupboards overturned; 

cracked glasses. It’s more 
difficult to make sense of  the 
damage and we can easily 
miss things that are broken, 
but no doubt something is 
wrong.

It was a British doctor, 
Gareth Roberts, who first 
alerted the world to domestic-
violence brain injuries 
specifically, in a brief  letter to 
the editor of  The Lancet. Then 
he was teaching neuroanatomy 
at Imperial College London 
while studying Alzheimer’s 
disease with one of  the world’s 
leading groups on the subject. 
One of  his colleagues asked 
him to evaluate the autopsy 
of  a 76-year-old woman who 
died after years of  suffering 
domestic violence from her 
husband. In that letter, he 
described bruises, abrasions 
and rib fractures. The woman 
had a history of  stroke and 
was reported as “demented” 
(majorly memory loss and 
confusion) in later years.

Interestingly, Robert 
also found that the brain 
of  the woman had similar 
features to that of  the brain 
with Alzheimer’s, what 
scientists call tangles of  tau 
and beta-amyloid proteins 
which are associated with 
neurodegeneration or 
deterioration of  brain cells. 
Her brain was akin to those of  
boxers suffering from chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy or 
C.T.E., which was formerly 

judgement. Insight has to do 
with a person’s understanding 
of  their illness but also in 
terms of  understanding how 
the illness affects the person’s 
interactions with the world. 
These changes are well-
known and likely to affect the 
ability to make decisions.

Mrs Nwachukwu might 
have decided to cover all she 
was experiencing because of  
her religious belief. It could 
also be because of  fear. But 
it could also be because she 
might have suffered repeated 
concussions in the head 
leading to traumatic brain 
injury which then affected her 
thinking ability!

Osinachi Nwachukwu’s 
sonorous voice moved people 
to tears and joy while she 
was alive. With her death 
joy has died. That is why 
many are outraged with her 
demise. To know that a man 
could torture his wife in 
the most damaging and the 
most dehumanising way is 
heartbreaking. But as you are 
reading this piece know that 
somewhere, another woman 
is being punched in the face, 
in the head and kicked all 
over by a man who claims 
he loves her, and no amount 
of  cues from her will save 
her. In the end, like Osinachi 
Nwachukwu, it’s not only her 
body—and brain—that fail 
her. Her society too fails her.

Opinion 

By Cosmas Odoemena

known as “punch-drunk 
syndrome.” This was the 
first time the literature had 
linked abused women with 
neurodegenerative disease.

In another study of  26 
women, a majority of  them 
had been punched in the 
head. One was smacked in 
the head with the handle of  a 
broom; another got a stab in 
the head; for another, it was 
the door of  a car that knocked 
her out, while another was run 
over. All nine of  the victims 
complained of  dizziness, 
impaired hearing and blurring 
of  vision.

It’s not only trauma to the 
brain that can lead to brain 
injury of  victims. They also 
suffer strangulation even if  
momentarily. Strangulation 
can choke off  oxygen supply 
leading to what is known as 
anoxic and hypoxic injuries 
which come about because 
brain cells have been starved 
of  oxygen. This could lead to 
fatigue, confusion, and loss of  
memory.

In addition, traumatic 
brain injury can also result 
in irritability, social anxiety, 
depression, anger, feelings of  
overwhelm, general anxiety, 
mood swings or emotional 
lability (teariness). It is 
instructive to say that many 
survivors of  head injury suffer 
chronic personality changes, 
such as increased impulsivity, 
lack of  insight and poor 

Interestingly, Robert 
also found that the 
brain of the woman 
had similar features 
to that of the brain 
with Alzheimer’s, 

what scientists 
call tangles of tau 
and beta-amyloid 
proteins which are 

associated with 
neurodegeneration 

or deterioration 
of brain cells. Her 
brain was akin to 
those of boxers 
suffering from 

chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy or 

C.T.E., which was 
formerly known 

as “punch-drunk 
syndrome.” This was 

the first time the 
literature had linked 
abused women with 
neurodegenerative 

disease.

“

Nwachukwu
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God’s Goodness
I

t is another time 
to praise God for 
His goodness and 

mercies upon our lives. 
It is indeed good to 
acknowledge the works 
of  the Lord. This is 
because we are living 
in accordance with 
God’s mercy. As  we 
are witnessing the 
2022 Holy Week, may 
God out of  His mercy 
purify us inwardly and 
outwardly this season 
and ever in Jesus Name 
Amen.

Naturally speaking, l 
have observed that if  the 
Lord does not protect 
the city, it is useless for 
the sentries to stand 
guard. And it is useless 
to work so hard for a 
living, getting up early 
and going to bed late. 
For the Lord provides 
for those He loves 
while they are asleep. 
This simply means that 
despite what one does in 
life, without the mercy 
of  God, it will not 
work. People succeed 
in life, not because they  
struggle, they work or 
that they hustle more 
than others, no. It’s just 
by God’s mercy. And 
the difference between 
two  people in life is 
when Mercy and Favour 
of  God locates one. As 
we endeavour in this 
life, may God’s Mercy 
and Favour locate us, 
Amen. 

My beloved in the 
Lord, let us thank God, 
for his love is eternal. 
God alone performs 
great miracles so He is 
worthy of  our praise. 
And by his wisdom he 
made the heavens and 
the earth. God made 

the sun and the moon 
and He degreed the 
sun to rule over the day 
while the moon and the 
stars rule over the night, 
God’s love is so eternal. 

It is his mercy that 
we are not consumed by 
wicked men. Sometimes, 
we ask ourselves why 
the things we want or 
wanted are not granted 
unto us. And /or they 
are not granted to us 
the way and manner we 
wanted it. My brethren, 
the Lord is our creator 
and only Him knows 
how to care for us. Let 
us always be thankful 
for the ones we have. 
And leave the rest to 
God to handle at his 
own proper time.

Sometimes, that our 
wants are delayed not 
that they are denied, we 
will start accusing God. 
We need to remember 
where we started from, 
where we are now then 
remember where God 
is taking us to; when 
you do this, my dear 

l tell you, no one will 
remind you to stand up 
and praise the Lord. 
Everything around us 
is purely out of  God’s 
mercy.  There is nothing 
basically we can do 
for ourselves without 
Christ, therefore He is 
worthy and Worthy to 
receive all praise and 
adoration from us. 

There was this young 
man that graduated 
from  University. And 
on the convocation 
day, his father happily 

came to his school, 
congratulated his son 
saying “my son l am 
happy for you today, 
thank you my son for 
not dissappointing 
me while you were 
schooling”. And the son 
replied, “No Daddy, 
don’t thank me for 
making it, thank God 
who saw me through 
my University years, 
because immediately l 
was admitted into the 
school, some students 
tried to influence my 
life negatively but out 
of  God’s goodness, 
they did not succeed, so 
Daddy thank God for 
his mercies!!!”.  That’s 
it!!!. 

At every point in 
time, we ought to 
appreciate God for the 
things he has done, for 
the things He is doing 
and for the things He is 
about doing. I love God 
for the beautiful things 
He is doing for us, that 
we do not deserve. And 
l praye that may these 
beautiful deeds he is 
doing in our  lives be 
seen by men in Jesus 
Name, so that truly 
people will know that 

we are not worshipping 
Him in vain.

May God give us the 
grace to be associated 
with good spirit. This 
is because, without 
the spirit of  God, one 
cannot be disciplined 
in life. We can only be 
disciplined when we are 
in God’s track. Now the 
question is this, what 
are we to do, to be in 
God’s track.   Let’s 
avoid indecent dressing. 
This is of  two types, 
spiritual and physical.

Spiritual indecency 
means what we wear in 
the spirit and indecent 
thinking. Always 
washing our heart as 
we wash our clothes. 
And avoid physical 
indecency by dressing 
well and good always. 
We should stop using 
indecent languages 
like cursing one 
another, God detests 
it. We should avoid 
unnecessary jokes 
and use of  indecent 
assurd.  Notably, since 
our dressing identifies 
us, and a well dressed 
man is a dignified 
person. Let us therefore 
embrace the spiritual 
and physical decency, 
so that the spirit of  God 
will be able to dwell 
upon us. Furthermore, 
as we try our best to 
do good in our life 
endeavour, sooner or 
later, our story will 
bring us glory, Amen. 
Finally as we are aiming 
to become champions, 
remember no easy 
way to become one!!!. 
But with patience and 
determination, we 
will become winners. 
Shalom.

It is his mercy that we are not 
consumed by wicked men. 

Sometimes, we ask ourselves 
why the things we want or 
wanted are not granted 

unto us. And /or they are not 
granted to us the way and 
manner we wanted it. My 

brethren, the Lord is our creator 
and only Him knows how to 
care for us. Let us always be 

thankful for the ones we have. 
And leave the rest to God to 

handle at his own proper time.

Always washing our heart as we 
wash our clothes. And avoid 

physical indecency by dressing 
well and good always. We should 
stop using indecent languages like 
cursing one another, God detests 
it. We should avoid unnecessary 

jokes and use of indecent assurd.  
Notably, since our dressing identifies 

us, and a well dressed man is a 
dignified person.
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this and she delivered. The 
bod ice  i s  pe r f ec t ,  the 
detailing is intricate and the 
jacket makes the look edgy. 
But, without the jacket, the 
look is divine. 

Mini Rose 
Yes, girl! This is one 

sultry look! The mini gown 
with the nude underlay and 
the detailing on the torso is 
certainly giving. The hair 
and the heels look divine 
too. 

The good 
Great Gatsby? More 

like good Gatsby 
Take off  that cape and 

maybe we will be able to 
stomach the outfit, there 
was just too much going on. 
The si lk,  the lace, the 
feathers, our eyes needed a 
break. 

What I  ordered vs 
What I got 

This look is a copy of  
Nengi Hampson's Birthday 
look. I would much rather 
stick with Nengi's. However, 
it was still a good look. 

e a l i t y  T V  S t a r, Rinfluencer and now 
author, Roseline 

'Liquorose' Afije had a 
two-week birthday soiree. 
Her birthday was on March 
31st, but she celebrated it for 
about two weeks. Her fans 
and brands surprised her 
with gifts and we were 
excited for her. She also had 
many photoshoots, we liked 
some of  the pictures and 
disliked others. 

Here is how they are 
ranked; 

The best 
Boudoir blue 
Liquorose went the 

boudoir way with this blue 
lingerie. We loved it! Do we 
think she would have looked 
better without the chunky 
pearl earrings and a stud in 
its place? Yes! But as far as 
her birthday pictures went, 
this was pretty good. 

Angel Rose 
Come through Angel! 

T h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  C e o 
Luminee were sought for 

Almost slay 
This outfit would have 

been perfect if  the tailor did 
n o t  m a k e  t h e  n u d e 
undergarment inside look 
like an 'underskirt' we wore 
in secondary school. The 
m a k e u p  wa s  p o p p i n g 
though. 

The Aso-ebi 
This aAo-ebi look was 

completely unremarkable. It 
is not bad but it is not great 
either. Why would a young 
lady want to wear an Aso-
ebi? 

The so-so 
This picture garnered a 

lot of  likes and it was even 
one of  our best pictures of  
the week but the gown has 
some issues. 

Guess a lion-like gown 
was the idea, they almost 
got it but missed its way at 
some point. In her defense, 
it is supposed to look like a 
c u s t o m b u t  t h e  b l a c k 
backdrop did not make the 
picture look good at all. 

Fashion Police: Ranking Liquorose's birthday outfits 



By Kayode Oyero and 
Godfrey George
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Osinachi: Pastor Paul Enenche 
says church unaware of abuse

T
he lead pastor 
of  the Dunamis 
International Gospel 

Centre Worldwide, Abuja, 
Pastor Paul Enenche, has 
said he had no idea that the 
late popular gospel artiste, 
Osinachi Nwachukwu, was 
abused by her husband, Peter 
Nwachukwu.

Until her death last 
Friday, the 42-year-old artiste 
who died after spending days 
at an undisclosed hospital 
in Abuja, a lead singer in 
Enenche’s church.

Her colleagues accused 
her husband of  beating her.

In a recorded video 
broadcast posted across all his 
social media handles and on 
the church’s Facebook Page, 
Dunamis TV on Wednesday, 
Enenche said all he knew was 
that the late Osinachi and her 
husband, Peter, came to him 
for prayers when the former 
complained of  chest pain 
over two months ago.

He said, “Over two-and-a-
half  months to three months 
ago, she came to see me with 
her husband with complaints 
of  chest pain and respiratory 
distress. I prayed for her and 
prayed again.

“When the symptoms did 
not abate, I counselled that 
they went to the hospital to 
help us know exactly what 
we were dealing with and 
they asked if  I could help 
them facilitate that process. 
I called our head of  medical 
team, Dr Osang, who is a 
consultant paediatrician 
with the Federal Medical 
Centre, Keffi (Nasarawa 
State) to assist to handle their 
situation.

“He called the FMC, Jabi 
(Abuja), where they attended 
to her. On seeing her, they 
ordered some examinations 
and investigations and that 
including CT scan. That was 
done, and from what the 
doctors saw, they felt there 
was the need for further 
investigation either at the 
University of  Abuja Teaching 
Hospital or the National 
Hospital, Abuja. I called 
the doctor at the UATH, Dr 
Akoh Alexander, and told 
him the situation.

The pastor said the late 
artiste was later admitted and 
was responding to treatment 
before he heard about her 
death.

The pastor added, “Now if  
there was domestic violence 
that led to or coincided with 
those symptoms she came 
with two-and-a-half  to three 
months ago, there is no way 
I would know. If  there had 
been perennial domestic 
violence, there is no way I 
would have known.

“The things we are hearing 
after her passing were very 
strange to my hearing. Then, 
I began to ask questions. 
Then, I asked the twin sister, 
‘Were you aware that your 
sister passed through all 
these things?’ She said yes, 
that she knew some of  them, 
but that the majority of  them 
she heard only from those 
she (Osinachi) confided in.

“I asked her, ‘If  you knew, 
why didn’t you let us know?’ 
and she said, she (Osinachi) 
always begged her not to 
tell the pastor or the church 
that the man would change 
and asked for prayers. That 
continued to happen.”

Enenche further said he 
asked Osinachi’s first son 
of  what transpired between 
his mom and dad and he 
confirmed the stories.

He quoted the son as 
saying that he refused to 
speak up in order not to 
attract his father’s anger.

 “The last one that touched 
me so much was the music 
producer who came to see 

me in the office two days ago 
to tell me his own experience 
and how he witnessed that 
the man slapped the wife in 
his studio,” he added.

Enenche insisted that all 
he knew about the deceased’s 
plight in the hands of  her 
husband were brought to his 
knowledge after her death.

Meanwhile, the Minister 
of  Women Affairs, Pauline 
Tallen, said she almost cried 
when Osinachi’s children 
narrated their late mother’s 
ordeal in the hands of  their 
father to her.

She said her encounter 
with the deceased’s children 
revealed that her husband is 
married to another woman.

She said the children told 
her that their late mother 
had no bank account of  her 
own as all her proceeds were 
usurped by their father.

The minister said, 
“Honourable member, the 
deputy chief  whip, happens 
to come from the late 
Osinachi’s village and she 
was out of  town (and when 
she came back), she was in 
my office to thank me for the 
visit and she demanded that 
I should ask one of  my aides 
to take her.

“I asked my CSO 
(chief  security officer) to 
take her and when they 
got to the house, with the 
encouragement I gave the 
children, they are encouraged 
to speak out.

“So, more revelations are 
coming out and (one of) the 
sons went in and brought out 
an album; he (Peter) has been 
married to another woman. 
You can imagine collecting 
money from her (Osinachi) 
and treating this woman as a 
beast of  burden.”

She added, “It is 
so traumatising, so 
heartbreaking, the death of  
Osinachi.

“When I came into 
the compound, I saw four 
beautiful children; three boys, 
one girl. He (Peter) had told 
the children that they should 
not speak about the things 
happening in the house.”

“I came in with all the 
directors in the ministry. 
When I asked questions, I 
saw that the children were 
not forthcoming. I excused 
everyone and said I wanted 
to have a one-on-one with the 
children.

“I first spoke with 
Osinachi’s first son. I asked 
him, ‘Do you love your 
mother?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Has 
your mummy taught you 
to tell lies?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ 
I asked him if  she was still 
alive, and he said she was 
dead. ‘Do you know that she 
is now your angel, and she is 
now watching you?’ He said, 
‘Yes.’ ‘So, it will be very sad if  
you tell lies’.

“I introduced myself, and 
I told him the President is 
concerned, every Nigerian is 
concerned, we all join them to 
mourn Osinachi’s death, but 
what we want from him is the 
truth.

“Then he opened up… And 
said that their dad used to beat 
their mom and their mom was 
always sad. He would beat 
her and flog her. He said their 
father would gather them in 
the room and beat them, and 
if  the mom came into the 
room to stop him, he would 
turn back on her and beat her 
up. And that has always been 
the issue.

“They said it was their mom 
that runs around on her gospel 
music, comes back with her 
money. If  the money is paid 
through (a) bank account, it 
was paid into his account. She 
has no account of  her own, 
any money she has, he collects 
and gives her peanuts for 
feeding, and when she cooks, 
he starts shouting and beating 
her. And their mom was living 
in fear and was always sad.

“It was such a horrible 
story from a young boy who 
is just 12. I asked him what 
class he is and he said Class 
Five. At the age of  12? I said, 
‘Why?’ He said he couldn’t 
even read. So, mentally, this 
child is already destroyed.”

 Tallen added that “the 
second son repeated the same 
horrible situation” and the 
third son too.

I came in with all the directors in the 
ministry. When I asked questions, I saw 
that the children were not forthcoming. 
I excused everyone and said I wanted 

to have a one-on-one with the 
children. “I first spoke with Osinachi’s 

first son. I asked him, ‘Do you love 
your mother?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Has your 

mummy taught you to tell lies?’ He 
said, ‘Yes.’ I asked him if she was still 
alive, and he said she was dead. ‘Do 
you know that she is now your angel, 

and she is now watching you?’ He 
said, ‘Yes.’ ‘So, it will be very sad if you 

tell lies’. “I introduced myself, and I 
told him the President is concerned, 
every Nigerian is concerned, we all 

join them to mourn Osinachi’s death, 
but what we want from him is the truth.

“

“

Enenche
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How Abia PDP, APC are 
collapsing into APGA for 
guber 2023 contest

T
he in-house 
political jiggery-
pokery bedeviling 

the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) and the 
perennial disorganization 
that has been a rusty 
clog that makes the 
wheel of  progress of 
the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Abia 
grind slowly, is giving 
the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA) opportunity 
to cause an upset for 
2023 governorship 
election. News Echo 
authoritatively reports 
that many governorship 
hopefuls in PDP and APC 
are currently changing 
their minds about 
both parties following 
recent developments 
which seem to have sent 
wrong signals about 
the intentions of  both 
parties. While the PDP is 
embroiled in the political 
confusion of  zoning 
governorship ticket to 

two Senatorial Zones, a 
move many stakeholders 
have criticized as 
unacceptable, APC is 
dangling on a confusion 
of  which of  its two 
factions really commands 
the loyalty of  members 
and national acceptance. 
Speaking to newsmen 
on the development, the 
Chairman of  APGA, 
Abia State Chapter, Rev. 

and he has obtained 
his governorship form 
and has submitted, Rtrd 
Major-General Ijioma has 
picked his governorship 
form, filled and has also 
submitted it yesterday, 
Prof  Greg Ibe has also 
filled his form and 
returned it to Abuja. And 
also, Sir Chikwe Udensi 
before this time has 
filled his own form and 
returned.  “Aside from 
Sir Chikwe Udensi, these 
other three were originally 
not APGA members 
until recently. That is to 
tell you that the other 
parties are collapsing 
into APGA.  “If  you look 
at the combination of 
those that have declared 
for governorship under 
APGA, you’ll realize 
that PDP and APC 
have collapsed into 
APGA.”That tells you 
that APGA will become 
an undertaker of  all of 
them come 2023 and aside 
from the governorship, 
APGA is on course to 
be victorious in other 
positions.”

Augustine Ehiemere 
said that APGA is the 
party to beat as the race 
for who will occupy the 
state governorship seat 
intensifies. Ehiemere 
emphatically said that 
nothing will stop APGA 
from defeating both the 
ruling PDP and the APC, 
adding that both parties 
as currently collapsing 
into APGA as the election 

From Nonye Udumiri,  
Aba

approaches faster. The 
APGA chairman said 
his party is poised to 
take over the seat of 
government in the state 
adding that the party is 
150 per cent prepared to 
repeat what happened in 
2015 in Abia State when 
it gave the PDP a run for 
its money. Explaining 
further, Ehiemere said 
that aside from Sir Chikwe 
Udensi who has been in 
APGA and had already 
bought and submitted his 
governorship form, the 
likes of  Prof. Gregory 
Ibe, Major-General 
Ijioma Nwokoro (Rtrd) 
and Etigwe Uwa SAN 
have all came into APGA, 
bought their forms and 
submitted. According to 
him, “Nothing can stop 
APGA from taking up 
the seat of  power in Abia 
State come 2023, it is 
already in God’s hands. 
PDP and APC are all 
collapsing into APGA 
and that’s the fact on the 
ground. “Let me give 
you an example, Etigwe 
Uwa SAN has declared 

Ikpeazu

APC is dangling on a confusion of which 
of its two factions really commands 
the loyalty of members and national 
acceptance. Speaking to newsmen 

on the development, the Chairman of 
APGA, Abia State Chapter, Rev. Augustine 

Ehiemere said that APGA is the party 
to beat as the race for who will occupy 
the state governorship seat intensifies. 

Ehiemere emphatically said that nothing 
will stop APGA from defeating both the 

ruling PDP and the APC, adding that both 
parties as currently collapsing into APGA 

as the election approaches faster.

“

“

Oye
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...Gives 14-working days ultimatum to FRSC, Navy to name culprits
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba 

Extrajudicial Killing: 
Group demands prosecution 
of Naval, FRSC officers

F
oundation for 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Rights Advocacy 

and Development 
(FENRAD) has called for 
the immediate exposure 
and prosecution of  officers 
and men of  the Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC) 
and the Nigeria Navy who 
allegedly killed a motorist, 
Mr Eziyi Uchendu recently 
at Umuikaa, Junction, 
Isiala-Ngwa, Abia State. 
FENRAD said that the 
deceased, Uchendu, a 
motorist, met his end after 
an altercation over a bribe 
between him and officers 
of  FRSC and the Nigerian 
Navy while en route to 
Umuahia from Aba along 
the Umuahia-Aba axis of  
the Enugu-Port Harcourt 
Expressway leading to 
Owerrinta.  

FENRAD said it is 
worrisome that after 
various outcries and 
protests, including the 
famous youth-powered 
#EndSARS# Protests, 
the Nigerian custodian of  
arms keep turning their 
arms against those they 
are by law meant to protect 
and defend. Comrade 
Nelson Nnanna Nwafor, 
Executive Director, 
FENRAD and Barr. 
Akande Femisi, Head of  
Corporate Accountability 
and Human Rights 
Enforcement FENRAD in 
a statement said that the 
extrajudicial killing should 
have no space in the space 
of  Nigeria, during this 
period of  insecurity when 
security agencies should be 
seeking the support of  the 
people. 

“It should be recalled, 
is happening at a time the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
and the National Assembly 

had, for countless times, 
ordered that “roadblocks” 
be removed in various parts 
of  the country, especially 
the South-East.  

“The presence of  the 
Nigerian navy along the 

Umuikaa/Owerrinta axis 
is beginning to create an 
ugly scene rather than 
boost security and public 
confidence. 

“FENRAD condemns 
the use of  sandbags as 

barricades along Umuikaa/
Owerrinta expressway by 
men of  the Nigeria Navy 
deployed thereto; an act 
which today causes traffic 
issues for motorists and 
other road users - private 
and public.  

“FENRAD makes bold 
to also condemn in its 
entirety the use of  hawkers, 
sometimes underaged/
children/minors as fronts 
for collecting money 
(bribe) from motorists and 
road users for soldiers; a 
cruel act of  child labour.”  
FENRAD calls on the 
leadership of  the Navy 
and Federal Road Safety 
Corps to name the officers 
involved in the incident 
that led to Uchendu’s 
demise.  

“According to available 
news sources, the shooting 
occurred when late Mr 
Eziyi Uchendu declined 
to bribe an officer of  the 
Federal Road Safety Corps 
who later raised an alarm 
for which the trigger-happy 

navy officer fatally shot 
Uchendu at close range.  

“FENRAD is of  the view 
that only when the officers 
involved in the killing of  
Uchendu are produced 
by the named security 
agencies and publicly tried 
or prosecuted at a law court 
could justice be said to have 
been done and dispensed.  
“FENRAD recalls that 
killing of  motorists by 
law enforcement agents, 
became the “norm” during 
the 2020 lockdown and 
that some of  these cases 
have no closure as of  yet. 

“It is indeed worrisome 
that it was at the same 
Umuikaa Junction which 
is close to Owerrinta 
that an officer attached 
to the Nigerian Security 
and Civil Defence Corps, 
NSCDC killed a driver said 
to be conveying essential 
commodities during the 
lockdown.

“The state government, 
FENRAD says, should 
look into this matter, 
especially the activities of  
law enforcement officers 
at Umuikaa/Owerrinta 
expressway.” FENRAD, 
therefore, condemned the 
blocking of  the federal way 
by the Army and Naval 
officers and continuous 
extortion of  motorists 
through the use of  proxy 
and stressed that the 
number of  extrajudicial 
execution experienced in 
this checkpoint is a result 
of  the motorist refusal to 
part with some bribe.

FENRAD said that by 
the end of  fourteen (14) 
working days if  nothing is 
heard about this dastardly 
killing and continuous 
blocking of  the federal 
Highway, FENRAD 
will institute legal action 
against the Nigerian navy 
and the FRSC accordingly.

Comrade Nelson Nnanna Nwafor, 
Executive Director, FENRAD and Barr. 
Akande Femisi, Head of Corporate 
Accountability and Human Rights 

Enforcement FENRAD in a statement 
said that the extrajudicial killing should 
have no space in the space of Nigeria, 

during this period of insecurity when 
security agencies should be seeking 
the support of the people. “It should 

be recalled, is happening at a time the 
Inspector-General of Police and the 
National Assembly had, for countless 
times, ordered that “roadblocks” be 

removed in various parts of the country, 
especially the South-East.

“

Nwafor
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By Prof. Chidi Odinkalu

The curse of an incapable state
Discourse

Indeed, in its 2017 Report, 
the Justice Biobele Georgewill 
Presidential Investigation Panel 
on the Compliance with Human 
Rights Obligations and Rules of 
Engagement by the Nigerian 
Armed Forces, insisted in a 

recommendation accepted by the 
Federal Government that “an arrest 
under the Terrorism Prevention Act 

2015 as amended or any other Acts 
of Parliament, must be followed 

by expeditious prosecution within 
a reasonable time before a court 

of competent jurisdiction as 
prescribed by the provisions of 

Chapter IV of the Constitution of 
Nigeria 1999 as amended.”

N
igeria’s response to the 
onset of  murderous 
mass violence has 

evolved through phases of  
co-optation, brutal reprisal, 
appeasement, and state 
incapacity. The two options 
that have never quite been 
attempted with conviction 
are effective accountability 
and civic inclusion. Through 
phases of  anti-terrorism, 
counter-terrorism and, now, 
interminable and metastasizing 
counter-insurgencies, the 
country has found itself  mired 
in chronic mass violence as 
the only language of  political 
dialogue. With many reluctant 
to acknowledge how the 
country quite ended up in this 
denouement, it is important to 
look back briefly in order to 
look forward.

Outlawry in post-colonial 
Nigeria has a long and tawdry 
history. Stephen Ellis, who 
spent a lifetime researching 
and analysing this in some 
detail, recounted in his final 
book, This Present Darkness: 
A History of  Organised Crime 
in Nigeria, when the spike 
started: “Shortly before the 
civil war, when government 
broke down in some parts of  
the Western Region and there 
was a blurred line between 
political violence, crime, and 
organised insurgency.” Many 
would argue that Nigeria has 
been one long insurgency since 
then in what has been – on close 
inspection – a long war against 
the logical consequences of  
chronic leadership failure.

The post-war continuation 
of  the error that we can shoot 
our way out of  this failure of  
both leadership and national 
inclusion can be traced back 
to the public executions by 
firing squad of  armed robbers, 
which began at the former 
Bar Beach in Lagos on April 
26, 1971. The spike in armed 
robbery in Nigeria coincided 
with the mismanagement by 
the Yakubu Gowon regime of  
demobilisation in the aftermath 
of  the Nigerian Civil War. 
With neither preparation for 
post-military life nor skills to 
survive in the rough and tumble 
of  civilian existence after the 
war, the tens of  thousands of  
hurriedly demobilised men 
found alternative uses for their 
arms and skills, often not in the 
most civil way possible. Public 
execution did not end armed 
robbery. If  anything, violent 
robbery escalated in both 
frequency and brutality.

The onset of  presidential 
politics in 1979 did not just 
make civilians of  soldiers, it 

also made civilians of  armed 
robbers, who provided the 
violent brawn to complement 
the political brains of  politicians 
in savage electoral brigandage. 
The numbers confectioned 
by this criminal tag-team, 
as acknowledged by the 
Bolarinwa Babalakin Judicial 
Commission of  Inquiry 
into the Federal Electoral 
Commission (otherwise 
known as FEDECO), often 
received judicial benediction 
from election tribunals. Senior 
police officers, including 
former Inspector-General of  
Police, Sunday Adewusi and 
former Police Commissioner in 
the old Anambra State, Bishop 
Eyitene, both now sadly late, 
compiled infamous records of  
electoral joint enterprise with 
these merchants of  violence.

With the return of  the 
military to government in 1983, 
we had a gradual escalation of  
violence to the point where, 
by the mid-1990s, the regime 
of  General Sani Abacha fully 
deployed criminal gangs and 
networks against peaceful civic 
advocacy in the Niger Delta. 
In institutions of  tertiary 
education, vice-chancellors 
in various universities and 
rectors of  polytechnics did the 
same. By the time the country 
returned to civil rule in 1999, 
the politicians were happy to 
resume their marriage with 
violence and its unlicensed 
suppliers. This time, as former 
senator Shehu Sani recalls 
in the title of  his book, in 
addition to using them to rig 
elections, they were also freely 
deployed as tools of  political 
assassination.

When the police liquidated 
a little known Islamic cleric, 
Mohammed Yusuf, and 
hundreds of  his followers in 
Maiduguri, north-east Nigeria, 
in July 2009, they did not realise 
how swiftly or steeply the 
violence would switch gears. 
Law enforcement, hitherto 
used to deniable means of  
committing such atrocities, 
had become fully converted to 
the methods of  outlawry. The 
blowback ended any pretence 
to a law enforcement response 
to Nigeria’s violence and 
launched the country into an 
interminable season of  mass 
atrocities.

In 2011, President 
Goodluck Jonathan, embattled 
in the North-East, invited 
a blue-ribbon panel to help 
the country understand the 
issues and think through its 
options. To lead this task, 
he tapped Gaji Galtimari, a 
former public administrator 
and diplomat and leader of  the 
Borno Elders Forum, who died 

in 2019. When it reported at 
the end of  2011, the Galtimari 
Committee “traced the origins 
of  private militias in Borno 
State, of  which Boko Haram 
in particular is an offshoot, to 
politicians who set them up in 
the run up to the 2003 general 
election. The militias were 
armed and used extensively 
as political thugs. After the 
elections and having achieved 
their primary purpose, the 
politicians left the militias 
to their fate since they could 
not continue keeping them 
employed. With no visible 
means of  sustenance, some of  
the militias gravitated towards 
religious extremism, the type 
offered by Mohammed Yusuf.”

The Galtimari Report 
recommended that the 
government should “beam their 
searchlight on some politicians 
who sponsored, funded 
and used the militia groups 
that later metamorphosed 
into Boko Haram and bring 
them to justice.” In its White 
Paper issued in May 2012 
on the report, the Federal 
Government accepted this 
recommendation and directed 
the National Security Adviser 
to co-ordinate compliance. 
One decade later, nothing has 
come of  this recommendation.

Instead, what followed has 
been a descent into sovereign 
abdication followed by 
capitulation. Three years later, 
in 2015, the crisis in north-east 
Nigeria had become a source 
of  earnings not merely for 
elements in the security services 
but also for mercenaries 
imported by government and 
paid with public funds. This, 
notwithstanding that Nigeria 

was one of  the prime movers 
behind the Convention for the 
Elimination of  Mercenarism in 
Africa adopted in 1977, which 
criminalises mercenarism and 
renders liable to punishment 
all persons involved in it.

As candidate in 2015, 
Muhammadu Buhari cashed 
in on this and promised to 
provide the kind of  leadership 
to end it. Far from keeping his 
word, Buhari doubled down on 
the abdication, and scaled it up 
to capitulation before replacing 
it with bare-faced coddling 
of  terror and insurgents. This 
appears to have led the rest of  
the country to the conclusion 
that insurgency was the only 
path to dialogue. So, from the 
North-East, mass violence has 
been replaced by an epidemic 
of  mass atrocity and from the 
North-East, the sites of  these 
atrocities under him have 
spread to all of  the country.

As The New Humanitarian 
memorably reported around 
the time of  the Galtimari 
Whitepaper, the conclusion 
was inescapable that “Nigeria’s 
criminal justice system has 
failed under the strain, with 
security force abuses not 
being investigated and those 
responsible for Boko Haram 
attacks not being prosecuted.” 
One decade later, the situation 
is inestimably worse, not better.

In what looks like an 
ultimately doomed effort 
to divert attention from 
capitulation to mass atrocity 
this past week, the Chief  
Judge of  Nigeria’s Federal 
High Court issued new rules 
directing that all terrorism 
trials “shall be held in 
camera.” This is a breathtaking 

assertion by one judicial officer 
of  power to re-write with 
administrative ink the clear 
provisions of  the constitution 
and of  international treaties on 
human rights to which Nigeria 
is party. Section 36(4) of  that 
constitution requires that every 
accused person is “entitled to 
a fair hearing in public” and 
the only person or authority 
who can order trials in camera 
under section 36(4)(a) is “the 
court or tribunal” before whom 
the accused is charged.

Indeed, in its 2017 Report, 
the Justice Biobele Georgewill 
Presidential Investigation 
Panel on the Compliance with 
Human Rights Obligations 
and Rules of  Engagement by 
the Nigerian Armed Forces, 
insisted in a recommendation 
accepted by the Federal 
Government that “an arrest 
under the Terrorism Prevention 
Act 2015 as amended or any 
other Acts of  Parliament, must 
be followed by expeditious 
prosecution within a 
reasonable time before a court 
of  competent jurisdiction as 
prescribed by the provisions of  
Chapter IV of  the Constitution 
of  Nigeria 1999 as amended.” 
As important as his office is, 
the Chief  Judge of  the Federal 
High Court lacks powers to 
blithely amend the constitution 
or so cavalierly expropriate 
rights granted by it.

This mis-step by the Chief  
Judge of  the Federal High 
Court is the latest in a series of  
symbolic acknowledgements 
of  the far reaching collapse 
of  state capacity to guarantee 
that most basic affirmation in 
section 14(2)(b) of  the 1999 
Constitution that “the security 
and welfare of  the people 
shall be the primary purpose 
of  government.” By the 
beginning of  this century, the 
police and security agencies in 
Nigeria had come to adopt the 
methods of  the people whom 
they were supposed to hold 
accountable. Two decades 
later, the courts appear keen 
converts to outlawry in a 
pretence to fight outlaws. The 
politicians and their families 
had for long lived by the 
mantra that all is fair in the 
rat race to power. With all of  
Nigeria’s rulers so committed 
to denuding it of  legitimacy, 
is it little wonder that the 
curse of  state incapacity in 
Nigeria is delivering that 
which communism failed to 
deliver – a proletarian Nirvana 
– in which all are joined by the 
assurance of  painful death in 
mass atrocity or decapitation 
following mass abduction? 
2023 will be interesting.

“
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
cademic Staff  Un-
ion of  Universities 
(ASUU) Owerri 

Zone, has accused the feder-
al government of  deliberat-
ing delaying the signing and 
implementation of  the 2020 
renegotiated agreement, as 
well as the deployment of  
University Transparency 
and Accountability Solution 
(UTAS) as a payment plat-
form. 

The Union also alleged 
that the NITDA policy was 
a tool set up by the Federal 
Government to blackmail 
the union struggle and to put 
UTAS in a bad light. Ad-
dressing newsmen at ASUU 
Secretariat of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Awka, 
on Wednesday, the ASUU 
Owerri Zonal Coordinator, 
Comrade Uzo Onyebina-
ma, noted that among the 
outstanding issues yet to be 
addressed in the 2020 Mem-
orandum of  Agreement is 
the acceptance and signing 
of  the renegotiated 2009 
FGN-ASUU Agreement 
which embodies the condi-
tions of  service for academic 
staff  in public universities . 
The zonal coordinator de-
cried that academic staff  in 

NITDA: FG, tool to blackmail ASUU 
struggle, Owerri zone ASUU alleges

public universities in Nige-
ria have been on the same 
salary structure since 2009 
– a decade and three years, 
warning that the union 
would never suspend its on-
going strike unless the feder-
al government meets the two 
demands – signing of  the 
renegotiated FGN-ASUU 
Agreement and deployment 
of  UTAS.  He said, “Anoth-
er major outstanding issue is 
the reluctance of  the Feder-
al Government of  Nigeria 
to deploy the University 
Transparency and Account-
ability Solution (UTAS) as 
a payment platform for the 
salaries and other entitle-
ments of  academic staff  in 
public Universities. “UTAS 
is a brainchild of  ASUU, 
borne out of  the patriotic 
zeal to improve financial 
and programme accounting 
in public universities, after it 
became obvious that the In-
tegrated Personnel and Pay-
roll Information System (IP-
PIS) had contributed to and 
compounded corruption in 
public universities.”

He lamented that despite 
the irregularities of  the IP-
PIS, the federal government 
still chose it as a payment 
platform against all voice 
of  reasoning. According to 
him, UTAS received a score 
of  99.3 per cent after reme-
diation and conclusion of  
tests by the Nigerian Tech-
nology Development Agen-
cy (NITDA).  

Comrade Onyebinama 
maintained that the deploy-
ment of  UTAS as the pay-
ment platform for academic 
staff  in public universities 
is a central issue in the res-
olution of  the strike, calling 
on leadership of  NITDA to 
urgently do the needful and 
stop deceiving the public. 
While fingering the federal 

Gunmen laid siege at a CVR centre, where an INEC staff was killed in Ihitte Uboma, yesterday.

INEC calls on stakeholders to
embark on more voters’
registration in Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) Enugu 

office has called on electoral 
stakeholders to intensify their 
efforts in mobilizing more el-
igible voters in the on-going 
Continuous Voters Registra-
tion (CVR) in the state. 

The Resident Electoral 
Commissioner (REC), Enu-
gu, Dr Emeka Ononama-
du, made the call in Enugu 
ob Tuesday during INEC’s 
engagement with critical 
stakeholders on the on-going 
Fourth Quarter of  CVR. The 
fourth quarter CVR registra-
tion started on April 12 in 
Enugu State. Dr Ononamadu 
said that the registration figure 
of  the state had remained low, 
adding that “after three quar-
ters of  CVR registration we 
are having about 31,000”.

He said that in this fourth 
quarter CVR registration, 
INEC would move its CVR 
registration to political wards 

and open up more means of  
polling units transfer especial-
ly for the newly created 1,000 
polling units in the state. His 
words:  “The new polling 
units will make polling booths 
closer, polling activities seam-
less and easy; while INEC will 
publish the new polling units 
by next week and paste it in 
public places within the state.

“We have done only 3,000 
transfers in the state and our 
people should make more 
transfers to the new polling 
units to lessen distance and 
cumbersomeness. 

“I am appealing to the me-
dia, traditional rulers, Presi-
dent-Generals, religious lead-
ers and youth leaders to help 
us mobilise and enlighten 
our people on the need to go 
for their CVR registration,” 
he said.  The REC said that 
INEC had graciously add-
ed more time on days for the 
CVR registration in South-
East to accommodate for the 
Monday’s disruption, adding: 
“It is now from 9a.m. to 5p.m. 
but previously from 9a.m. to 
3p.m.”

Ikpeazu’s 
Chief of Staff, 
Agbazuere 
resigns, 
Okey Ahiwe 
appointed
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Chief  of  Staff  to 
Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu of  Abia State, 

Chief  Anthony Agbazuere 
has resigned his job.

His resignation was con-
firmed by the Secretary to 
Abia State government, Bart 
Chris Ezem in a statement 
in Umuahia. According to 
the SSG, Agbazuere’s resig-
nation has been accepted 
by the state governor who 
has subsequently appointed 
a new Chief  of  Staff  to re-
place Agbazuere. According 
to the statement, Ikpeazu 
named Mr Okey Ahiwe as 
his new CoS.  Agbazuere’s 
resignation, according to 
Government House sources 
is in obedience to the order 
given by Ikpeazu to all his 
appointees vying for elec-
tive positions to resign their 
appointments. 

The ex- CoS has not indi-
cated interest so far.

Anambra police foils attack, gunman killed 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state po-
lice operatives has 
foiled another at-

tack suspected to be carried 
out by unknown gunmen 
who have been terrorizing 
the state and in the process 
killed one of  them, recov-
ered a rifle including am-
munition and charms. 

The incident took place 
in the early morning of  
Thursday, at the Oyi Lo-
cal government area of  
the state. Confirming the 
report, Anambra Police 
Public Relations officer, 
DSP Ikenga Tochukwu of  

the State Command said 
that; “Anambra Police Op-
eratives led by CP Echeng 
Echeng today 14/4/2022 
at about 3am foiled an at-
tack by gunmen at Nteje 
Divisional headquarters 
Oyi LGA. The Operatives 
recover one type O6 rifle, 
one magazine and fifty- 
three live ammunition of  
5.56mm and charms”.

“The Commissioner 
of  Police CP Echeng, led 
the crack squad, when re-
sponding to the distress call 
as the station came under 
attack by the deadly gang. 
The Police Operatives deci-
sively dealt with the assail-
ants”. 

 “During the gun duel, 
one of  the gunmen was 
neutralized and due to the 
superior fire of  the Police 
Operatives made the as-
sailants fled the scene. The 
station was secured and all 
police operatives and arms 
are intact”.

The CP while reiterating 
that the Command will not 
relent in delivering on its 
mandate on protection of  
life and properties com-
mended the Officers and 
Men of  the Command 
for their perseverance and 
painstaking efforts to weed 
out all criminal elements in 
the state.

and state governments over 
unbridled proliferation of  
private universities, he called 
on the National Universities 
Commission (NUC) to re-
view its laws to control the 
establishment of  universities 
in the country, even as he 
faulted federal/state govern-
ments over poor financing of  
existing public universities.

 He also charged 
well-meaning Nigerians to 
speak up and challenge the 
government to rescue the 
education sector.  Onyebina-
ma, called on the Civil So-
ciety Organisations (CSOs), 
Traditional rulers, Religion 
leaders, the Media and oth-
er concern individuals and 
corporate bodies to also 
show concerned on the on-
going disagreement between 
the Union and the Federal 
Government over member’s 
working condition.

Earlier during the press 
conference, Comrade Ste-
phen Ufoaroh, ASUU chair-
person, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka branch, 
said the union would not 
relent in its effort to save the 
soul of  public universities to 
ensure that an average Nige-
ria assesses quality university 
education at minimal costs. 
Comrade Dennis Aribodor, 
a former ASUU-NAU chair-
person, had, on the sideline 
of  the press conference, 
called on Nigerians to rise 
up and challenge the gov-
ernment to avoid destroying 
public education starting 
from primary to tertiary in-
stitutions, even as he asked 
Nigerians to hold the gov-
ernment accountable. Other 
ASUU branch chairpersons 
present at the press confer-
ence include Comrade Okey 
Aniebo of  Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu Uni-
versity (COOU), Comrade 

Chinedu Ihejirika of  Fed-
eral University of  Science 
and Technology (FUTO), 
Comrade Odinakachukwu 
Ejiogu of  Imo State Uni-
versity (IMSU), Comrade 
Chike Ugwuene of  Michael 
Okpara University of  Ag-
riculture, Umudike (MOU-
AU), as well as immediate 
past chairpersons Comrade 
Chinyere Echendu of  MOU-
AU and Comrade Christo-
pher Echerobia of  FUTO.
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Teachers should support sporting activities
in schools - Education Director

By David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State 
Chairman of  the All 
Progressives Con-

gress (APC) Chief  Stanley 
Okoro Emegha has said 
that the fragments of  the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) have since been dec-
imated in the state.  

Chief  Emegha stated this 
in Abakaliki while react-
ing on the recent judgment 
of  the Federal High Court, 
Abuja that sacked the em-
battled chairman of  the 
PDP in the state Mr. To-
chukwu Okorie.

The APC Chairman noted 
that the recent development 
has no bearing on the ac-
tivities of  his party because 
PDP has never been a viable 
opposition in the state since 
Governor David Umahi left 
the party in 2020.  

“Before now only few 
disgruntled elements were 
parading themselves as a 
political party called PDP 
but with the court’s pro-
nouncement today and 
subsequent swearing in of  
another person as its Chair-

man, it means there is more 
trouble among the so called 
individuals. 

“For me, how can a polit-
ical party which could not 
elect its leaders in a manner 
acceptable by the law boost 
of  any relevance. Let me 
tell you that, if  they want let 
them appoint anybody as a 
Chairman, they cannot win 
even single elective position 
in the state come 2023 gen-
eral elections”. 

“Ebonyi PDP is just a 
group of  ungrateful, bar-
baric, unscrupulous people 
seeking for relevance at all 
cost”. I have never con-
sidered PDP as an opposi-
tion because it lacks unity, 
strength and organisation 
as a political party. 

“Immediately the state 
governor Chief  David 
Nweze Umahi defected to 
APC in November, 2020, 
opposition political party 
died in Ebonyi. “How can 
a political party without a 
structure in terms of  leader-
ship and also that operates 
from a hotel be dreaming 
of  even of  tangible success. 
PDP is totally abysmal”. 

“If  this is a misfortune 
or debacle, please let them 

UAES Umugwo students during maiden matriculation ceremony held on Wednesday

sought themselves out and 
learn not be jumping the 
gun by following due pro-
cess because this is not 
the era where PDP was in 
charge of  the country and 

was allowing impunity and 
abuse of  process to be the 
order of  the day.

“Just yesterday also the 
PDP rats saturated the me-
dia with fake news saying 
that my Governor Chief  
David Nweze Umahi has 
dropped his presidential am-

Two Anambra Lawmakers 
defect to PDP 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
wo lawmakers in 
Anambra House of  
Assembly have an-

nounced their defection from 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and All Progressive 
Grand Alliance, (APGA) to 
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), ahead of  the 2023 
general elections. 

Our Correspondent reports 
that the lawmakers, Messrs 
Douglas Egbuna (Onitsha 
North I) and John Nwokoye 

bition. In a swift response to 
that unfounded allegation, 
I told the APC faithful and 
Nigerians at large to dis-
countenance the rumour be-
cause it was the handiwork 
of  evil minded PDP mem-
bers who never wished the 
people any good”. 

The APC Chairman in 
Ebonyi State Chief  Stanley 
Okoro Emegha however 
emphasized that the sacked 
state PDP Chairman Oko-
rie who lacks political will 
and ideology to run a united 
party is as good as the in-
cumbent.

By Grace Ofurum

T
eachers have been 
reminded of  the im-
portance of  adhering 

to the teaching curriculum 
that made provision for 
sporting activities in the 
basic Education School 
System.

The Director, Education 
Services, IMSUBEB, Mrs. 
Celine Ekejiuba stated this 
during the annual inter 
house sports competition 
of  the Development prima-
ry school 11, City school 
Owerri, Imo State.

Ekejiuba who represent-
ed the IMSUBEB chair-
man, Lady Ada Okwuonu  
expressed delight over the 
performance and the dis-
play of  talents by the pupils 
of  the school and urged 
the teachers to put efforts 
in sports activities so as to 
train the children who will 
represent the state and the 

nation in sporting events at 
any level.

She stated that it’s impor-
tant to discover the talents 
of  the children at the early 
stage so they don’t miss out 
in the nearest future.

She noted that sports 
keeps the body and soul to-
gether,  disclosing that  the 
activities might be tasking 
but sports makes children 
to be strong and healthy.

The Education Secre-
tary, Owerri Municipal 
LGA, Lady Chika Anyan-
wu while speaking to the 
press, noted that the educa-
tion system without sports 
is incomplete and urged 
the state government to 
support the schools by pro-
viding the necessary sport-
ing activities in the schools 
in order to make sporting 
events and games interest-
ing for the pupils.

She also appealed to the 
government to pay more 

attention to the  welfare 
of  the teachers who will in 
turn train the children to  
greater heights.

She also encouraged the 
Teachers not to relent in 
discharging their responsi-
bilities as she is optimistic 
that the future portends 
good for those who are de-
ligent in service.

The  visibly elated head 
teacher of  the school, Lady 
Lizzy Njoku who couldn’t 
hide her feeling on the 
great performance of  the 
pupils thanked God for the 
successful hosting of  the 
annual inter house sports.

She told newsmen that 
the school has recorded 
great academic success 
since she took over as the 
head, stating also that the 
population of  the school 
has also improved. She 
commended the teachers, 
parents and the pupils for 
their support and effort in 

(Awka North), announced 
their defection at plenary in 
Awka on Tuesday. Speaking, 
Hon Egbuna, Deputy Minor-
ity Whip said “I’m pleased to 
announce my defection from 
APC to PDP over reasons 
best known to me.” 

Also speaking, Nwokoye 
said: “I want to also official-
ly announce my defection to 
PDP for personal reasons. 
I’m no longer a member of  
APGA and neither am I a 
member of  APC.” 

The Minority Leader, 
Mr Onyebuchi Offor (Ek-
wusigo), welcomed the law-
makers to PDP, even as he 
commended them for their 
decision. 

“I thank you for making 
the decision to join our ac-
commodating party. We 
welcome you into our midst 
as members of  PDP in the 
House of  Assembly,” he said.

Reports have that the defec-
tion has increased the num-
ber of  PDP members in the 
assembly from six to eight.

making the event a memo-
rable one.

One of  the winners in 
the competition, Master 
Ugonna Okoronkwo who 
expressed delight over the 
prizes he won taking part 
in 100, 200 meters and re-
lay races respectively said 
his dream is to become 
successful in sports as he 
grows up and prayed God 
to bless the school manage-
ment for granting them the 
opportunity to showcase 
their talents.

The assistant head teach-
er and the head of  Green 
House that took the overall 
first  position, Lady Mrs 
Justina Ikpeawuto said she 
is impressed by the turnout 
of  the pupils and parents 
as never expected due to 
the fact that the school va-
cated before the event. She 
thanked the pupils for mak-
ing them proud in the com-
petition and prayed God to 
sustain their efforts.

Ebonyi APC lampoons 
PDP over sack

Read 
&
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...Says PDP died immediately Umahi left
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t's no secret that I have Ia serious love for the 
denim jacket. They're 

so classic, come in so 
many different variations 
and truly pull any outfit 
together in a pinch. I've 
been known to add a 
denim jacket to just about 
anything to  val idate 
purchasing that dress or 
pretty little top in a store. I 
love them so much, I had 
to write a whole blog post 
about them. I can't wait to 
share with you a ton of  
different ways you can 
wear the beloved denim 
jacket.

Denim jackets with 
summer dresses: 

Is a perfect combo to 
wear for a picnic with 
friends or for running 
errands but still want to 
look stylish. It is perfect 
for when the sun goes 
down and it gets a tad 
cooler. You can also tie it 
around your waist to 
create some shape too. Or 
if  you're just getting 
warm, it's a great solution 
that also looks good! 
Doesn't matter if  you're 
wearing a mini dress, 
maxi, or midi, a denim 
jacket, especially a classic 
fit one that hits at the 
waist, is super flattering. 
It helps to create a shape 
in some of  those more 
flowy dresses.

Denim jackets with 
jumpsuits & rompers:  It 
is a great way to add layer. 
Yo u  c a n  c h o o s e  a n 
oversized denim jacket for 
a more casual look. It can 
switch an office jumpsuit 
or romper into a casual or 
dinner clothes to be worn 
from day to night outings. 
It dressed it down a bit 
which is a great way to 
extend more of  your 
closet. 

Denim jackets with 
jean jackets, midi skirts: 
This became one of  the 
go-to outfits that are just 

loved by all and how 
pulled together it looks. 
You can also swap out the 
sneaker for a sandal or 
h e e l  w h i c h  w o u l d 
instantly dress this up. 
Perfect for a dressier looks 
that could work for casual 
Friday in the office or 
dinner with friends.

Denim jackets with 
shorts: 

Great way to style 
your  shor t s  wi thout 
feeling too casual or 
looking like someone 
who is on an errand. it can 
be worn over an office 
shorts for casual Friday in 
the office or easy to wear 
for making road trips or 
fun time outside with 
friends or family.

Denim jackets with 
non-denim trousers: 

You can totally do 
denim on denim but  
mixing khakis,  black 
jeans and even joggers 
with a denim jacket are 
the perfect day to night 
combo. They add a bit of  
contrast and the perfect 
light layer to your looks. 
This is a go-to combo for 
spring and fall when 
you're in that in-between 
weather.

Denim jackets with 
leggings: 

A very comfortable 
combo. The best outfit for 
multitasking. Whenever 
you are feeling lazy, 
n o t h i n g  q u i t e  b e a t s 
comfortable leggings a 
c o t t o n  t e e  a n d  a n 
oversized denim jacket. 
It's a complete look and so 
comfy. When you travel, 
this is what is advised to 
b e  r e a c h e d  f o r  o n 
t r av e l l i n g .  L a y e r  a 
sweatshirt underneath if  
the weather is going to be 
cooler. You can make this 
feel a little more elevated 
with faux leather leggings 
a n d  a  c o o l  mu l e  o r 
sneaker!

Fashion GuideFashion GuideFashion Guide
With KayceeWith KayceeWith Kaycee

Ways to style a denim jacket
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ost people go Mthrough the 
ugly phase of  

a relationship when they 
think about ending things, 
b u t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y 
actually think about a life 
without their partner, it 
scares them to death. It can 
be a vicious cycle to think 
and rethink about splitting 
up. Before you pull the plug 
on the relationship, you 
should make sure it can be 
salvaged by 'taking a break' 
from each other. 

What is a break? 
By definition, a break is a 

period where you and your 
partner haven't officially 
broken up but have only 
decided to have some time to 
yourself  than each other. 
This is the time when you 
can reassess your feelings, 

hether it is your 

Wfirst time hanging 
o u t  w i t h 

someone or you've been 
dating for a while, you can 
always add some spice to 
your dates and take a break 
from going to restaurants. It's 
been over three months of  
serious work and this is the 
first public holiday of  the 
year provides the perfect 
opportunity to unwind. 

Try the following; 
1. Baecation 

Nothing beats travelling 
with your partner even if  it is 
to a resort at the outskirts of  
town. Shared experiences are 
so sweet. 

2. Concert date 
Preferably not a standing 

concert but you can choose 
t h a t  t o o .  G o  t o 
contemporary artiste shows 
like Asa, Johnny Drille or 
Chike, less pop and more 
sonorous love songs and 
cuddle each other while you 
listen. 

3. Picnic date 
Don't think it can't work 

in Nigeria because it can. 

You city has a park, garden 
or zoo, conservation centre 
that would be perfect . Pack 
some light refreshments, a 
mat or cloth to spread and 
enjoy your time in nature. 
Try it when the sun isn't so 
high or stay under a tree. 

4. Spa date 
Massages, facials, steam 

baths. There are so many 
things to do in a spa. This is 
quite tricky though, do you 
want to see your partner 
moaning to another person's 
touch if  they are ticklish? 
Well, if  you don't mind, this 
i s  a  g rea t  op t ion .  But 
generally spa dates are 
immensely relaxing. 

5. Car date 
For this, you need to own 

a car. Non car owners, skip 
this. This date gives you 
more privacy, if  it is a first 
date, you can just get some 
snacks and spend time in the 
car talking. 

6. Tour dates 
You've been in the city 

for a while but you have 
never visited a museum, art 
gallery or other historic 
sights. Too bad. 

7. Activity dates 
Sip and paint, pottery 

making are activity dates 
w h i c h  a r e  m e n t a l l y 
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d  a n 
interesting way to spend the 
day with your significant 
other. Plus, you go back 
home with a gift. 

8. Paint balling 
A competitive but fun 

activity for couples to try. It 
isn't every time you should 
spend the date eating 

9. Games night 
Get a couple of  your 

friends together and play 
games. Karaoke, charades, 
'never have I never', card 
games and even sudoku 
works. 

10. Netflix and chill 
You can catch up on your 

favourite shows together, 
hopefully, it doesn't lead to 
something else and even if  it 
does - all the better 

11. Beach date or pool 
side dates 

A day on the beach or 
pool is always a beautiful 
day. Enjoy the amazing view 
and dive in for a feel of  the 
water. 

things through and you must 
land  on  one  outcome. 
U s u a l l y,  t a l k i n g  a n d 
conveying your thoughts, 
and views with anyone helps 
them understand your part 
better. 

The difference between 
taking a 'break' and a break-
up 

You have talked to your 
partner and both of  you have 
landed on the best decision 
for the relationship. It is 
calling it quits. That means, 
you have reached the end of  
this chapter and it is time to 
start a new one. With this 
d e c i s i o n ,  y o u  c a n  d o 
whatever you wish to, you 
don't have to ask them for 
their opinions or views about 
something important in your 
life. If  you have ended on 
good terms and it is healthy 

Is it okay to take a 
break? 

It is completely normal 
to feel like taking a break. By 
doing this, you will help 
y o u r s e l f  a n d  t h e 
relationship. Of  course, it is 
going to be scary at first due 
to the number of  “breaks” 
that haven't worked out. But 
maybe that happened due to 
the absence of  knowledge 
and communication. Taking 
a break always doesn't mean 

goals and motives towards 
each other. This phase can 
either make or break your 
relationship. In other words, 
you reconsider if  you want 
to end the relationship or 
resolve your issues and move 
forward. When you take that 
break, you put yourself  and 
your relationship through a 
test. A test that will make 
yo u  r e a l i s e  i m p o r t a n t 
feelings that you are missing 
out on. 

What happens after the 
break? 

As stated earlier, the 
break was for you to reveal 
what you want and need out 
of  the relationship. Thus, 
you sit down with your 
partner and talk everything 
out. Your decision or theirs. 
Both of  you have had your 
space and time to think 

for you, you can always 
choose to stay in touch and 
be “friends” with them. But 
with a break, you are still 
technically bound to the 
person. The difference can 
get blurry and that confusion 
can lead to very many 
complications. If  you are the 
one wanting a break or a 
break-up, be crystal clear 
about it so that your partner 
doesn't dangle on a thin 
thread of  hope. 

f  you think women are Ithe only ones who fake 
orgasm in the bedroom, 

think again.
Studies have shown that 

one in four men say they 
have faked an orgasm at 
some point in their sex lives. 

Researchers say men 
who faked orgasms were 
h a p p i e r  w i t h  t h e i r 
relationships both sexually 
and romantically. They also 
tended to fake orgasms to 
make their partners happy 
or to create the illusion of  
simultaneous orgasm, so it 
was really done with the best 
of  intentions. 

Faking an orgasm to 
give your partner extra 
pleasure may not be the 
worst thing, but if  the sex 
isn't doing it for you, it's 
better to say something. 

W h e n  o r g a s m  i s 
simulated because the sex is 
not satisfying, or because 

the partner is not desired, 
men can be encouraged to 
explore ways to enhance 
p l e a s u r e  i n  s ex  o r  t o 
communicate with their 
partners about activities that 
they find arousing and 
satisfying. 

Just like women, men 
have their own special tricks 
and tells when it comes to 
faking male orgasms. There 
are special ways they move, 
jerk, and vocalize that help 
them sell their “authentic” 
release to their unsuspecting 
partners. 

If  you want to know if  
your man's sexual pleasure 
is the real deal, here are 
some of  the most common 
techniques that men use to 
fake orgasms with their 
partners. 

They change the pace
When a man just wants 

the sex to be over, he has to 
create the illusion that he's 
somehow found a way to 
build his orgasm. From a 
practical standpoint, that 
means making it seem that 
his physical movements 
have reached some sort of  
c l imax. This  normally 
involves a slow, gradual 
increase in his pelvic thrusts 
to send the message that “Oh 
yes, I'm almost there." 

They tremble
Wo m e n  k n ow  t h a t 

orgasms explode through 
your nervous system like 
electric shocks, so if  a man 
doesn't seem sufficiently 
“ e l e c t r i f i e d ”  b y  t h e i r 
release, it can be a clear sign 
that something isn't right. 

That's why men with the 
unfortunate experience of  
faking orgasms know that a 
good tremble can really help 
bring the illusion to life. It 
doesn't have to be anything 
fancy — a shudder, a shake, 
a quick, sharp jerk — but a 
sudden, swift tremble really 
does make the orgasm 
a p p e a r  m u c h  m o r e 
authentic. 

Pull out
One of  the risks of  men 

faking orgasms is that, 
normally, there is some 
physical evidence of  the 
orgasm left behind. But that 
doesn' t  mean a quick-
thinking faker can't get 
around that. One common 
strategy is to unexpectedly 
pull out — blaming it on the 
intensity of  the orgasm — 
s o  t h a t  t h e  m a n  c a n 
eliminate any trace of  the 
e j a c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e 
confusion. 

Hide erection
If  they finish their fake 

release and they're still hard 
as a rock, that's a more 
complex situation. One 
solution is for the man to 
immediately run to the 
bathroom, blaming their 
exit on an urgent post-coital 
pee. 

O r  t h e y  m i g h t 
immediate ly  f l ip  their 
partner over onto their back, 
maybe to give a back rub or 
start kissing around the 
neck, which seems sweet, 
until you realize that they're 
doing anything to keep their 
turgid, unsatisfied boners 
out of  anyone's eye lines. 

that something is wrong 
with the relationship, it can 
a l so  inc lude  huge  l i f e 
changes like a career change, 
a life-altering event at home 
or it is just that you are not in 
the right space in your life. 

All you have to do is, 
communicate and express 
exactly how you feel to your 
partner and later, you can 
always decide the ground 
rules, introspect the situation 
and be honest. 
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here is a popular saying Tthat says health is wealth. 
It is has been proven that 

eating fruits and adding them to 
your daily diet will help improve 
your health. Everyone wants to 
live long and have a healthy life 
but we keep eating processed 
foods without balancing them 
with fruits and vegetables to help 
cut down the effects of  these 
foods to our body. Fruits are an 
excellent source of  essential 
vitamins and minerals, and they 
are high in fibre. Fruits also 
provide a wide range of  health-
boosting antioxidants. Fruit and 
v e g e t a b l e s  s h o u l d  b e  a n 
important part of  your daily diet. 
They are naturally good and 
contain vitamins and minerals 
that can help to keep you healthy. 
They can also help protect 
against some diseases. Eating a 
diet high in fruits and vegetables 
can reduce a person's risk of  
developing heart disease, cancer, 
inflammation, and diabetes. You 
should eat at least five serves of  
vegetables and two serves of  fruit 
each day.

Fruits and vegetables are low 
in fat, salt and sugar. They are a 
good source of  dietary fibre. As 
part of  a well-balanced, regular 
diet and a healthy, active lifestyle, 
a high intake of  fruit  and 
vegetables can help you to: 
Reduce obesity and maintain a 
healthy weight, Lower your 
cholesterol and Lower your 
blood pressure.

Fruits and vegetables contain 
many vitamins and minerals that 
are good for your health. These 
inc lude  v i tamins  A (beta -
carotene), C and E, magnesium, 
zinc, phosphorous and folic acid. 
Folic acid may reduce blood 
leve l s  o f  homocys te ine,  a 
substance that may be a risk 
factor for coronary heart disease.

Vegetables and fruit are a 
handy snack food and are easily 
carried to work or school. Include 
them in everyone's meals and 
snacks for a healthy, well-
balanced diet. 

Some suggestions include:
Keep snack-size fruit and 

ve ge t a b l e  p o r t i o n s  e a s i ly 
accessible in your fridge.

Keep fresh fruit on the bench 
or table.

Add fruit and vegetables to 
your favourite family recipes or as 
additions to your usual menus.

Use the colour and texture of  
a variety of  fruit and vegetables to 
add interest to your meals.

L i m i t  f r u i t  j u i c e  a n d 
carbonated drinks as it does not 
contain the same amount of  
nutrients as fresh fruit. It also 
contains a lot of  sugars. These 
sugars are not necessarily good 
for your health, even though they 

are 'natural'. Instead, have a drink 
of  water and a serve of  fruit.

Here are some health benefits 
of  adding fruits to your daily diet:

1. Fruits and vegetables 
are a great source of vitamins 
and minerals: 

You won't find a better 
nutritional source than fruits and 
veggies, which are packed with 
vitamins A, C and E, as well as 
magnesium, zinc, phosphorous 
and folic acid. For potassium, 
one of  the most important 
minerals for your health, eat 
p lenty of  avocados,  sweet 
potatoes, bananas, prunes and 
even tomato paste puree.

You get to enjoy a variety of  
flavours and textures. With all 
their unique and interesting 
flavours, plant-based foods let 
you get creative in the kitchen.  
You can try strong flavours like 
onions, olives and peppers, or 

m i l d e r  o p t i o n s  s u c h  a s 
mushrooms and corn. For sweet 
flavours, fruits like pineapple, 
grapes or plums are great, while 
lemons and grapefruits are 
sourer.

2. Lots and lots of fiber:
Most fruits and vegetables 

have plenty of  fibre to fill you up 
and boost gut health, but some 
have more than others. Fiber-rich 
vegetables include artichokes, 
g r e e n  p e a s,  b r o c c o l i  a n d 
cauliflower. High-fiber fruits 
include raspberries, pears, apples 
and pumpkin.

3. They're low-calorie and 
low-fat: 

On average,  f r u i t s  and 
especially vegetables are very low 
in calories and fat, which means 
you can eat more to keep you 
feeling full without worrying 
about extra calories or fat. That 
said, there are exceptions, such as 

avocados, olives and coconuts.
4. Protect against cancer 

and other diseases: 
Many vegetables and fruits 

contain phytochemicals, which 
are biologically active substances 
that can help protect against 
some diseases. That means you 
can lower your risk of  type 2 
diabetes, stroke, heart disease, 
high blood pressure and cancer 
by adding them into your diet. 
Specifically cruciferous veggies, 
such as broccoli ,  cabbage, 
collards and watercress, have 
been linked to reducing cancer 
risks.

5. Fruits and vegetables 
help you maintain good health:

Because they ' re  low in 
saturated fat, salt and sugar, fruits 
and vegetables are part of  a well-
balanced diet that can help you 
lose weight or prevent weight 
gain. Plus, they can help you 

decrease inflammation and lower 
cholesterol levels and blood 
pressure.

6. Low in sodium and 
cholesterol: 

Fresh fruits and veggies 
contain only trace amounts of  
sodium. Many people think that 
celery is high in sodium, but in 
fact, one stalk contains a mere 
30mg, which contributes 1 
percent to the recommended 
daily value. Cholesterol doesn't 
exist in fruits and veggies at all.

E n j o y i n g  f r u i t s  a n d 
vegetables is a great way to 
improve your health and actually 
enjoy what you eat. While it may 
take a little creativity, effort and 
an open mind to try new things, 
switching to a diet with more 
fruits and veggies is definitely 
worth it!
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e a r  O m a ,DI have two close 
friends who are 

wonder fu l ,  and  we 've 
regularly hung out together 
over the years. During the 
pandemic  ( s ta r t ing  in 
March 2020), we settled 
into a routine on Friday 
nights where we'd call each 
other on Zoom, catch up 
over the week and socialize, 
a n d  t h e n  s e t t l e  i n t o 
watching a TV show or 
movie together.

Their friendship and 
support has been a lifeline to 
me during the pandemic, 
because I live alone. But 
recently I've started chafing 
a bit at the Zoom meetings. 
Lately I've let them know 
that because I work from 
home in an IT job, the idea 
of  being on Zoom in front 
of  a camera at the end of  a 
week of  nonstop video 
meetings all day sounds like 
a draining proposition. It's a 
lot of  on-camera time, but 
even if  I beg off  on Friday, 
the assumption is that next 
Friday I'm up for more TV 
time.

My solution to this has 
been to hint to them to get 
together in person for a 
Friday night dinner instead 
of  screen time. But here is 
where I run into two more 
issues: The first is their long-
standing assumption that 
I'm available Fridays for 
Zoom nights (I know, I 
know, this is a pattern I've 
encouraged over the past 1.5 
years). I now sort of  just 
want to veg out on a Friday 
or two by myself.

And the second issue is 
that if  I suggest we go out to 
a dinner, my friends will 
show up high. They look 
forward to the end of  a week 
because Friday nights for 
them is “party time” where 
they get to cut loose with 
wine and pot. But they're so 
high that their attention 
spans shrink, and we're not 
r e a l l y  h av i n g  p r o p e r 
conversations anymore … 
I'm not jealous that they're 
high while I'm sober! I've 
just realized I'm not having 
a great time either in person 
or on camera.

I guess I just want to get 
released from the standing 
friday night watch party or 
being a sober third wheel, 
but I don't have the words to 
say how. Help!

ADVICE: My dear, you 
don't have to hang out with 
anyone you don't enjoy, but 
I worry about you cutting 
off  two people who have 
been a lifeline and a source 
of  regular social contact 
during a pandemic that is 
not yet over. A lot of  people 
are really struggling with 
loneliness, and I'd hate for 

because there's probably 
going to come a time when 
you annoy your husband, 
and you don't want him to 
cut you off  too. So I think 
your worries about what his 
behavior says about how he 
deals with conflict are 
totally valid to a point. A 
session with a therapist 
would be the best place to 
explore whether there's 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  h i s 
relationship with your MIL 
t h a t  h e  h a s n ' t  f e l t 
comfortable sharing with 
you which is something you 
should allow for and take 
seriously, because it's not 
hard to imagine “sweetly 
exasperating” in front of  the 
daughter-in-law only being 
the tip of  some much more 
difficult iceberg for the 
c h i l d .  L i s t e n  t o  yo u r 
husband's perspective, and 
f i n d  o u t  w h a t  h e ' s 
comfortable with in terms 
of  your interaction with his 
mother (it doesn't seem 
sustainable for you to stay in 
the middle of  this estranged 
relationship forever!) even 
when he wants nothing to 
d o  w i t h  h e r .  T h e s e 
discussions will help begin 
to  answer  your  larger 
questions around how quick 
he is to use the silent 
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  e n d  a 
relationship.

My name is Roseline 
and my boyfriend of  four 
years can be, by his own 
admission, a bit rigid and 
critical. I'm having trouble 
sorting out whether I'm too 
sensitive to criticism or if  
he's going too far. Nothing 
he asks me to change is 
terribly burdensome or 

thinks this is silly and I 
s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  m y 
endurance running.

 I read quite a bit and 
check out books from the 
local library. He thinks it's 
ridiculous and wasteful of  
space that I don't use an e-
reader so there aren't books 
on the tables or my desk.

 I  e n j o y  h a v i n g 
houseplants. I feel like I'm 
pretty good at keeping them 
alive, but I'm still learning 
and have lost a couple plants 
over the past four years. I 
h o p e  t o  o n e  d ay  f e e l 
confident enough to have an 
indoor satsuma tree. He 
says that I have a black 
thumb and should give up.

ADVICE: This level of  
nitpicking sounds really 
hard to live with, miserable I 
must say. You're going to 
encounter a lot of  unkind 
people who are unfairly 
critical of  you in the world, 
but I honestly don't know 
why you would choose to 
spend every day with one of  
them. If  you're asking “at 
w h a t  p o i n t  i s  t h i s 
unreasonable,” I think you 
know, on some level, that 
you passed that point a 
while ago. Move on. It will 
be hard (and he will tell you 
you're flawed and stupid for 
your decision), but do it. 
One silver lining is that you 
are going to be so much 
h a p p i e r  i n  yo u r  n ex t 
relationship if  it's with a 
normal, kind person who 
actually likes you

Give Oma a hand in 
“Letter to Oma”

Sometimes even Oma 
needs a little help. Every 
weekend in this column, 
we'll post a question that has 

you to trade your slight 
annoyance with these two 
for isolation. So make sure 
you have another plan and 
other people lined up to 
spend your weekends with. 
And then do the slightly 
awkward work of  speaking 
up. This doesn't have to be 
aggressive, and I think the 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  y o u r 
approach to  dr ug and 
alcohol use actually makes 
for a perfect excuse.

Try: “Guys, I am so 
grateful that you've been a 
lifeline for me during the 
pandemic, and I've really 
enjoyed our routine. As the 
New Year starts, I've been 
reflecting and realized all 
the screen time is taking a 
toll on me and also that I 
want to explore spending 
more time with people who 
are sober like I am. So I'm 
going  to  use  the  next 
handful of  Friday nights to 
focus on that. Let's still keep 
in touch during the week 
and maybe talk about a 
monthly Zoom hangout?”

Good day Oma, 
I think I lucked out with 

my mother-in-law. She can 
be a bit exasperating, but 
she's independent, sweet, 
and kind. What I can't work 
out is why my husband has 
cut her out of  his life. He has 
never been close to his 
family, but over the past two 
years, he has refused to 
speak to his mother, and I 
don't get it. When I've asked 
him to explain, he just says, 
“She annoys me.”

I want to trust and 
r e s p e c t  my  h u s b a n d ' s 
decisions about his family. 
Maybe there's more going 
on that he's not comfortable 
sharing with me (although I 
doubt it … my husband is 
not always very tolerant, 
and he gets irritated easily I 
think she just annoys him). I 
try calling her for important 
occasions, but avoid telling 
her anything about him that 
h e  wo u l d n ' t  wa n t  m e 
sharing. She loves hearing 
from me, and has got the 
hint and doesn't ask me 
about her son, but of  course 
I can tell she's hurt by the 
whole situation.

Am I doing the right 
thing by trying to be a a 
bridge between them both? 
Do I need to be more loyal 
to my husband and reduce 
contact with her? Or should 
I do more to try and help 
mend their  r i f t?  More 
importantly, what does this 
say about my husband and 
how he deals with conflict, 
and how can I get ahead of  
this in my own relationship 
with him?—from Ogechi

Dear Ogechi,
T h i s  c o n c e r n s  m e 

necessarily unreasonable, 
but taken all together, it feels 
like quite a lot and has me 
exhausted and on edge all 
the time trying to make sure 
I don't do something wrong. 
I feel like everyone has a few 
quirks that they are more 
zealous about than the 
average person, but at what 
point does the sheer number 
become unreasonable to ask 
of  a partner?

Some examples:
 He doesn't like that after 

my alarm goes off  in the 
morning, I like to lay in bed 
for two to five minutes, 
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  m y 
upcoming day, getting used 
to being awake. He thinks I 
should get up and out of  bed 
immediate ly  when my 
alarm goes off.

 He's  a dentist  and 
always drinks with a straw 
to  min imize  the  t ime 
beverages are in contact 
with teeth and thus prevent 
t h e m  f r o m  b e c o m i n g 
discolored. He believes I 
should too, which I don't 
necessar i ly  mind,  bu t 
sometimes I forget or don't 
want to dirty a straw or 
whatever.

 He saw a video about 
the best way to chop an 
onion. I usually do it my 
own way that I'm used to 
and he admonishes me for 
not doing it “the right way.” 
(I do the lion's share of  the 
cooking for us. He doesn't 
really cook much at all, but 
used to work at restaurants 
while I haven't.)

 I've gotten into the habit 
of  going on runs/walks 
every morning. I alternate 
running and walking for a 
minute or two at a time. He 

him stumped. This week's 
tricky situation is below. 
Join the conversation about 
i t  o n  T w i t t e r  w i t h 
DearOma9.

Dear Oma,
My brother (a 36-year-

old man) is engaging in 
behavior that I (a 26-year-
old woman) find creepy, 
and I'm trying to figure out 
what, if  anything, I can do 
to  dissuade him. Two 
months ago, he broke up 
w i t h  h i s  2 8 - y e a r - o l d 
girlfriend, and now he 
introduced me to his new 
girlfriend.

She's  19.  She's  just 
starting college (university), 
and he's clearly her first 
relationship. I was kind and 
polite to her when we met 
and encouraged her to talk 
about her interests, which 
he complained to her face 
are “dumb” and “childish.” 
My brother has always been 
pushy and leans towards 
sexism, but I never thought 
of  him as predatory until 
now.

We're in regular contact 
(although we are not super 
close), but I can't think of  
anything I could do/say to 
encourage him to rethink 
this that wouldn't make him 
dig in harder. Our parents 
aren't in the picture, and he 
would probably listen to 
uncles or our grandfather, 
but unlike the women in our 
family, they see nothing 
wrong with it. I'm realizing 
my family is more sexist 
than I knew, and I'm trying 
to think of  small, concrete 
things I can do to at least 
help this girl from getting 
burned hard by my brother, 
a s  i s  h i s  h a b i t  i n 
relationships.

Letter to Oma
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Germany irritated by Ukraine’s
snub of presidential visit
G

erman Chancellor Olaf  
Scholz has  criticized a dip-
lomatic snub by Ukraine 

for his country’s president and de-
fended Berlin’s record on delivering 
weapons to Kyiv amid tensions that 
have flared at a delicate moment in 
German policymaking on the war.

The German government sig-
naled irritation at a diplomatic 
snub by Ukraine for the German 
president, but otherwise sought to 
sidestep tensions that have flared at 
a delicate moment in German pol-
icymaking on the war. Steinmeier, 
the largely ceremonial head of  state, 
hoped to travel to Ukraine with his 
Polish and Baltic counterparts but 
said Tuesday that his presence “ap-
parently ... wasn’t wanted in Kyiv 

President Frank-Walter Steinmei-
er, Germany’s largely ceremonial 
head of  state, had hoped to travel 
to Ukraine on Wednesday with his 
Polish and Baltic counterparts. But 
he said Tuesday that his presence 
“apparently ... wasn’t wanted in 
Kyiv.” The German newspaper Bild 
quoted an unidentified Ukrainian 
diplomat as saying that Steinmeier 
was not welcome at the moment, 
pointing to his close relations with 
Russia in the past.

Ukraine’s ambassador to Germa-
ny later said the government would 
be glad to welcome Scholz — who, 
unlike Steinmeier, sets government 
policy. But the snub to Steinmeier 
may make that more difficult.

“The president would have liked 
to go to Ukraine,” Scholz told rbb24 
Inforadio, noting that Steinmeier is 
Germany’s head of  state and was re-
cently reelected with broad support. 
“So it would have been good to re-
ceive him.”

“It is, in any case, somewhat irritat-
ing, to put it politely,” Scholz added, 
noting that Steinmeier has strongly 
criticized Russia’s war and called on 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
withdraw his troops from Ukraine.

The flap comes amid a discussion 
within Scholz’s governing coalition 
about whether Germany should au-

thorize sending heavy weapons such 
as tanks to Ukraine as that nation 
prepares to face a stepped-up Rus-
sian offensive in the east. Germany 
broke with tradition after Russia’s 
invasion to supply arms to Ukraine 
but has faced criticism from Kyiv for 
perceived hesitancy and slowness in 
providing material.

A Ukrainian presidential advisor, 
Oleksiy Arestovych, told Germany’s 
ARD television that he didn’t know 
the reasons for the decision to reject 
a Steinmeier visit but also signaled 
that Kyiv would like to see Scholz so 
that “practical decisions” could be 
made on matters such as weapons.

A senior lawmaker with one of  
Germany’s three governing parties, 
Wolfgang Kubicki, said he didn’t 
think Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy was “well advised” 
to reject a visit by Steinmeier.

“I cannot imagine that the chan-
cellor ... will travel to a country that 
designates our country’s head of  
state as an unwanted person,” he 
told the German news agency dpa. 
Another governing party lawmaker, 
Juergen Trittin, told the RND news-
paper group that the move was “a 
big propaganda success for Vladimir 
Putin.”

Steinmeier, who became president 
in 2017, served twice as ex-Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s foreign minister 
and before that as ex-Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder’s chief  of  staff. 
During that time, Germany pursued 
a dialogue with Putin and cultivated 
close energy ties.

Last week, Steinmeier admitted 
mistakes in Germany’s policies to-
ward Russia, saying that “we failed 
on many points.”

Asked when would go to Ukraine, 
Scholz said only that he had visited 
Kyiv shortly before the war and reg-
ularly speaks to Zelenskyy.

Scholz said “the weapons we are 
delivering have made a very substan-
tial contribution” to Ukraine foiling 
Russia’s plans for a quick conquest. 
He was tight-lipped on the possibil-
ities of  a bigger German contribu-

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier gestures at a news conference during his meeting with Polish President 
Andrzej Duda in Warsaw, Poland. 

France’s Le Pen outlines foreign policy 
vision, leaving Russia door ajar

F
ar-right presidential candi-
date Marine Le Pen sought 
on Wednesday to play up 

her leadership credentials on the 
world stage, urging a break with 
France’s recent diplomatic past to 
make what she called a country 
that “still counts.”

A Le Pen victory in France’s 
election run-off  on April 24 would 
reverberate through Europe and 
across the Atlantic, installing a 

deep eurosceptic in the Elysee 
Palace who has long professed 
admiration for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

Le Pen has drawn criticism in the 
past for a shaky grasp of  geopoli-
tics, once asserting that Russia had 
not invaded Crimea in 2014. Given 
the role of  the French president is 
to take the lead on foreign policy, 
Le Pen held a 90-minute news con-
ference aiming to show she had the 
stature of  a major power leader.

She told international and 
French media that she wanted 
to clear up “misunderstandings” 
about her foreign policy.

“France is not a middle na-
tion but a big power that counts,” 
she said, launching a 30-minute 
monologue on France’s historical 
achievements before outlining dif-
ferences with what she called the 
“chatty, sketchy and ill-informed” 
diplomacy of  pro-European cen-
trist President Emmanuel Macron, 
her opponent on April 24. She said 
she had been misjudged in her pre-
vious expressions of  esteem for 
Putin, saying she had only been 
defending French interests in her 
warm contacts with the Kremlin 
leader, including calls for an alli-
ance with Moscow.

“As soon as the Russian-Ukrain-
ian war is over and has been settled 
by a peace treaty, I will call for the 
implementation of  a strategic rap-
prochement between NATO and 
Russia,” Le Pen said.

She reaffirmed that, if  elected 

Ministry: Russian flagship ‘remains afloat’
after munitions explosion

T
he Russian defence min-
istry said Thursday its 
Black Sea flagship Mosk-
va, which was involved 

in Moscow’s military operation in 
Ukraine, is still afloat after a fire 
set off  ammunitions explosions on-
board.

Moscow has warned Nato that if  
Sweden and Finland join the mili-
tary alliance Russia would have to 
bolster its defences and that there 
could be no future commitment to a 
“nuclear free” Baltic.

Elon Musk is offering to buy Twit-
ter, just days after the Tesla CEO 
said he would no longer be joining 
the social media company’s board 
of  directors.

German economists are forecast-
ing a recession in Europe’s largest 
economy if  Russian gas supplies 

were to stop, and the effects could 
spread through the continent.

The presidents of  four countries 
on Russia’s doorstep visited Ukraine 
on Wednesday and underscored 
their support for the country, de-
manding accountability for what 
they called war crimes carried out by 
Russian forces.

Pakistan’s new Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif  said Thursday the 
country’s economy had stagnated 
under his predecessor Imran Khan, 
setting the tone for possibly months 
of  bitterness before an election that 
must be held by October next year.

Amy Schumer received death 
threats of  sufficient plausibility that 
the authorities contacted her in the 
wake of  a joke she made at the Os-
cars, the actor has revealed.

Manchester United full-back Luke 

Shaw is potentially a doubt to play 
again this season following recent 
surgery to remove metal screws 
from his leg.

At least 300 people have died af-
ter roads and hillsides were washed 
away and homes collapsed. The 
search for missing persons is still go-
ing on and the death toll is expected 
to rise. One family is said to have 
lost 10 members in the devastating 
floods.

Agricultural workers in the east 
and Horn of  Africa are preparing 
for their most severe drought in forty 
years, as authorities warn that higher 
temperatures and less than normal 
rainfall was recorded by weather 
agencies in March and April this 
year. 

tion, but insisted that “we are deliv-
ering, we have delivered and we will 
deliver.”

On Monday, Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock of  the Green 
party said “Ukraine needs further 
military material, above all heavy 

weapons, and now is not the time for 
excuses -- now is the time for creativ-
ity and pragmatism.”

The message appeared directed at 
more hesitant German politicians, 
particularly among Scholz’s Social 
Democrats.

Scholz said “we are delivering the 
weapons that all the others are also 
delivering.” He also said Germany 
won’t make unilateral decisions and 
stressed the need to prevent NATO 
countries from becoming a party to 
the war.

Foreign News  

president, she would take France 
out of  U.S.-led NATO’s integrat-
ed command structure to restore 
French sovereignty on matters of  
international security.

The news conference was briefly 
interrupted when a protester held 
up a picture of  Le Pen’s 2017 meet-
ing with Putin, cut out in the shape 
of  a heart, before being dragged 
out by security. Le Pen also sug-
gested she wanted more distance 
in relations with fellow European 
Union powerhouse Germany.

While supporting Franco-Ger-
man friendship and asserting that 
French and German should re-
place English as the operating lan-
guages of  European institutions, 
she warned that “strategic differ-
ences” would mean a new way of  
working with Berlin. She would 
put an end to Franco-German mil-
itary cooperation, including future 
warplane and tank programmes.

“I would continue...reconcili-
ation without following the Ma-
cron-Merkel model of  French 
blindness towards Berlin,” she 
said, referring to the former long-
time German chancellor.

She advocated a looser version 
of  the European Union although 
reaffirmed that she would keep 
France in the 27-nation bloc. Le 
Pen previously dropped calls to 
ditch the euro currency or leave the 
EU, which cost her votes in past 
elections.

“Nobody is against Europe. We 
want to reform the European Un-
ion from within. The more we free 
ourselves from the straitjacket of  
Brussels while remaining in the 
EU, the more we will look to the 
wider world,” she said.
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Eagles and Head Coach of  
the Super Eagles B team, 
with effect from November 
1, 2021.

Salisu's appointment 
was contained in a statement 
on Thursday by the NFF's 
spokesperson, Ademola 
Olajire, titled, 'NFF appoints 
Sal isu,  Bosso,  Ugbade, 
B a s s e y  t o  h e a d  m a l e 
National Teams'. 

Yusuf, who was Head 
Coach of  the Super Eagles B 
when the team emerged 
runner-up of  the African 
Nations Championship in 
Morocco in 2018, will work 
w i t h  Ke n n e dy  B o b oye 
(Assistant Coach); Fatai 
Osho (Assistant Coach); 
Abubakar Bala Mohammed 
(Assistant Coach); Fidelis 
I k e c h u k w u  ( A s s i s t a n t 
C o a c h ) ;  E b o b o r i t s e 
U we j a m o m e r e  ( M a t c h 
Analyst) and Ike Shorounmu 
(Goalkeepers' Trainer) and 
S u l e i m a n  S h u a i b u 
(Goalkeepers' Trainer 2). 

In other appointments, 
Ladan Bosso retains his 
position as Head Coach of  
the U20 Boys. He will work 
with former U17 Head 
C o a c h ,  F a t a i  A m a o 
(Assistant Coach); Oladuni 
Oyekale (Assistant Coach); 
Jolomi Atune Alli (Assistant 
C o a c h )  a n d ;  B a r u w a 

The current coach of  
NPFL side Enyimba of  
Aba is one of  four coaches 
approved for the Nigerian 
job on Thursday by the 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
Federation.

According to the NFF, 
“a new head coach, for the 
Super  Eagles  wil l  be 
announced and officially 
u n v e i l e d  o n c e  t h e 
p r o c e s s e s  f o r  h i s 
engagement and contract-
signing are concluded.”

The new head coach 
will work with one of  
Nigeria's finest players in 
the 'golden generation' 
Finidi George, who will be 
a 2nd Assistant coach, 
w h i l e  S a l i s u  Yu s u f  
(whenever he is available 
from Super Eagles B/U23 
Team duties) will be the 
1st Assistant.

Other appointees are 
Usman Abdallah who is 
t h e  3 r d  A s s i s t a n t , 
Eboboritse Uwejamomere 
will be the Match Analyst 
a n d  a n o t h e r  f o r m e r 
Nigeria international shot 
stopper, Ike Shorounmu 
will be the Goalkeepers' 
Trainer.

h e  E x e c u t i v e TCommittee of  the 
Nige r ia  Foo tba l l 

Federation has approved the 
recommendation of  i ts 
Technical and Development 
Sub-Committee for  the 
appointment of  Salisu Yusuf  
as the Head Coach of  the 
Super Eagles B (otherwise 
known as the CHAN team) 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  U 2 3 
(Olympics) team. 

Yusuf  was previously 
banned for collecting bribes 
as an Assistant Coach of  the 
Super Eagles after he was 
caught on camera in August 
2018 accepting cash from 
men who posed as football 
agents to select two players 
f o r  h i s  M o r o c c o  2 0 1 8 
A f r i c a n  N a t i o n s 
Championship squad. 

He was subsequently 
banned for one year and 
ordered to pay a fine of  
$5,000 by the federation 
following the NFF Ethics 
and Fair Play Committee 
r u l i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o a c h 
received $1,000 from the 
men. 

The NFF reinstated the 
coach in 2019 after serving 
his punishment and later 
approved his  retur n as 
Assistant Coach of  the Super 

arcelona striker, Pierre BEmerick-Aubameyang 
has  su r pas sed  the 

club's legends, Lionel Messi 
and Luis Suarez's records by 
reaching double figures for the 
Catalan club quicker than the 
two attackers.

Aubameyang moved to 
Barcelona on an 18-month 
contract last January from 
Arsenal.

T h e  G a b o n e s e 
international has been an 
instant success for Xavi's men, 
having scored ten goals in just 
14 appearances since joining 
two months ago.

The 32-year-old's latest 
goal in Barcelona's 3-2 victory 
over Levante means he has 
scored ten goals of  those in his 
last 11 games, meaning that he 

has gone into double figures 
quicker  than many club 
legends such as Messi and 
Suarez.

Recall that Messi's debut 
came at the start of  his career 
when he was just 17-years-old 
and he took 38 games for the 
Argentine to reach ten goals, 
while Suarez took 24 matches 
to reach that figure for the club.

Aubameyang has also 
reached that total quicker than 
Samuel Eto'o (26 games), 
David Villa (18 games) and 
Patrick Kluivert (26).

However,  on ly  three 
players, Ronaldo Nazario (9 
m a t c h e s ) ,  R o m a r i o  ( 9 
matches) and Laszlo Kubala 
(13 matches), have scored ten 
goals at Barcelona in a faster 
period of  time. apoli striker, Victor 

NOsimhen has been 
ranked as the 4th-

best player in the Italian 
Serie A for the ongoing 
2021/2022 season.

Osimhen has scored 12 
league goals in 21 games and 
provided four assists so far 
this season.

In a ranking published 
b y  B r i t i s h  m a g a z i n e 
FourFourTwo, the Nigerian 
inter national  narrowly 
misses out on the top three 
positions despite being out 
of  action for about two 
months earlier in the season.

orocco's national Mteam would still 
welcome Chelsea 

attacker Hakim Ziyech, the 
head of  its football federation 
said, despite a dispute with 
the national coach before the 
kingdom qualified for the 
2022 World Cup.

“ T h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e 
national team are open to all 
Moroccan players, regardless 
of  their differences,” Fouzi 
L e k j a a  s a i d  d u r i n g  a 
federation board meeting.

Ziyech had in February 
ruled himself  out of  playing 
for his country again after 
coach Vahid Halilhodzic 
omitted the 28-year-old for 
an Africa Cup of  Nations 
game, reproaching him for 
indiscipline.

But  Lek jaa  sa id  on 
Wednesday that “nobody 
can stop a Moroccan player 
playing for the national team, 
whether it's Ziyech, (right 
back Noussair) Mazraoui or 
anyone else.”

He said he would discuss 
this “personal conviction” 
with Halilhodzic on the 
coach's return from holidays 
later this month.

Halilhodzic, a former 
Nantes and Paris Saint-
Germain player, had said 
that Ziyech “lacks respect” 
and could “blow up the 
team”.

Despite leading the team 
to qualifying for next year's 
Wo r l d  C u p  i n  Q a t a r , 
H a l i l h o d z i c  h a s  b e e n 
criticised in Morocco for his 
s t r a t e g i c  c h o i c e s  a n d 

rumours have circulated of  
his possible departure.

L e k j a a  s a i d  o n 
Wednesday that the Bosnian-
French 69-year -o ld  “ i s 
currently the trainer of  the 
national team… but only 
God knows what the future 
holds”.

Morocco qualified for 
the World Cup last month 
after strolling through a play-
off  against the Democratic 
Republic of  Congo.

In Qatar it will face 
C r o a t i a ,  B e l g i u m  a n d 
Canada in Group F.

O s i m h e n  i s  b e h i n d 
Napoli's Kalidou Koulibaly, 
who is adjudged as the best 
p layer  in  the  Ser ie  A, 
followed by Juventus' Dusan 
Vlahovic (2nd) and Lazio's 
Ciro Immobile (3rd).

The former Lille star is, 
however,  ahead of  AC 
Milan's Theo Hernandez in 
5th, while Lazio's Sergei 
M i l i n k o v i c - S a v i c , 
S a s s u o l o ' s  D o m e n i c o 
Berard i ,  In ter  Mi lan ' s 
Marcelo Brozovic, Roma's 
Tammy Abraham, and AC 
Milan's goalkeeper Mike 
Maignan made up the Top 

10 respectively.
The 23-year-old striker 

was recently awarded the 

Serie A Player of  the Month 
Award for March.

O l a t u n j i  A b i d e e n 
(Goalkeepers' Trainer) 

Fo r  t h e  U 1 7  B oy s, 
Golden Eaglets, Nduka 
Ugbade was named Head 
Coach. He will work with 
Ahmad Lawal  Dankol i 
(Assistant Coach); Omoniyi 
Haruna Ilerika (Assistant 
C o a c h ) ;  Ye m i  D a n i e l 
(Assistant Coach) and; 
Mohammed Nasiru Isah 
(Goalkeepers '  Trainer). 
Ugbade captained Nigeria's 
first cadet team that won the 
FIFA U16 World Cup in 
China in 1985. 

For the U13/15 Boys 
known as Future Eagles, 
Patrick Bassey will be Head 
Coach and will work with 
Abdullahi Tyabo Umar 
( A s s i s t a n t  C o a c h ) ; 
Mohammed Kalli Kachalla 
(Assistant Coach); Ifeanyi 
Uba (Assistant Coach); Alh. 
Mohammed Kwairanga 
(Assistant Coach) and; 
A b u b a k a r  A b d u l l a h i 
(Goalkeepers' Trainer). 

Meanwhile,  former 
Super Eagles winger, 
Finidi George, has been 
named as one of  the 
assistant coaches of  the 
Super Eagles pending the 
appointment of  a new 
head coach of  the senior 
national team.

NFF appoints Salisu Yusuf, Bosso, others to head national teams
…Finidi George gets Super Eagles job

Aubameyang surpasses
Messi, Suarez's records

Serie A: Osimhen ranked 4th-best player

Qatar 2022 door open to Chelsea's Ziyech says
federation president

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

AubameyangAubameyangAubameyang

YusufYusufYusuf GeorgeGeorgeGeorge
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The fresh news people

SPORTS

England
13:30 Tottenham – Brighton--- 1
16:00 Manchester Utd – Norwich-- 1
17:30 Chelsea - Crystal Palace--- 1
16:30 Manchester City – Liverpool--- Un 
3.5

La Liga
14:00 Granada CF – Levante--- X2
16:15 Atl. Madrid – Espanyol-- 1
21:00 Getafe – Villarreal--- X2
21:00 Sevilla - Real Madrid—X2

Bundesliga
15:30 Arminia Bielefeld - Bayern Munich 

–2 
19:30 Bayer Leverkusen - RB Leipzig—2 

Others
13:00 Ufa - CSKA Moscow—Ov 2.5
15:30 Zenit St. Petersburg – Ural—1 
17:00 Jablonec - Slavia Prague-- 2
17:00 Plzen – Ostrava—1X
15:00 Chippa Utd. – Stellenbosch—Un 3.5
22:00 Al Ahly - Raja Casablanca—Un 3.5

he former Bayern TM u n i c h  a n d 
Bordeaux defender 

was sacked as Super Eagles 
coach last year but may be 
set to land another job on the 
continent

Gernot Rohr has been 
linked with the vacant 
coaching role of  the Eagles 
of  Mali, few weeks after the 
dismissal of  former coach 
Mohamed Magassouba.

acked Everton boss 

SRafa Benitez admits 
he feels  ready to 

return to football.
Benitez has previously 

managed in Italy with Inter 
Milan and Napoli, and in 
an interview with Italian 
m e d i a  h a s  s e e m i n g ly 
outlined a desire to return 

to the Serie A.
The former Newcastle 

boss said: “Obviously as a 
professional manager, I'm 
open to every opportunity 
right now. I love football, 
and I love talking about 
football.

“We said earlier when 
you speak with an Italian 
journalist or fan, they know 
what they are talking about. 

I like Italian football, 
people say the level is not as 
good at it used to be.

“The issue is not about 
the youth sector or foreign 
players, it's about having a 

r s e n a l  a r e 

Apreparing an offer 
for Galatasaray 

w i n g e r ,  K e r e m 
Akturkoglu, reports in 
Turkey have claimed.

The 23-year-old has 
enjoyed a breakthrough 
season in Istanbul, having 
s c o r e d  1 1  g o a l s  a n d 
provided 7 assists from 
Gala this season.

The Gunners have 
begun negotiations with 
Gala and would have to 
pay 20 million euros to 
s e c u r e  A k t u r k o g l u ' s 
s i g n a t u r e ,  p e r  S t a r 
Gazetesi.

The repor t  c la ims 
A t l e t i c o  M a d r i d , 
Wolfsburg, Tottenham and 
Lyon are also looking at 
Akturkoglu.

Mikel Arteta is set to be 
given another war chest to 
f u n d  h i s  s q u a d  t h i s 
summer as his  young 
A r s e n a l  t e a m  h a v e 

progressed positively this 
season.

A striker is also on the 
cards for Arteta, with 
D a r w i n  N u n e z  a n d 
Alexander Isak considered 
primary targets.

work methodology which 
allows you to develop 
players, and allow them to 
think and understand what 
is going on on the pitch.”

R o h r ,  c u r r e n t l y 
unoccupied since losing his 
job in Nigeria is vastly 
experienced in African 
football and has been rated as 
a top candidate for the job.

Other coaches listed are 
former Mali international, 
Eric Chelle, former coach of  
the Malian national team, 
Djibril Drame and AS Otoho 
coach, Alou Badra Diallo.

M a l i  d i s m i s s e d 

Magassouba following the 
Eagles' failure to qualify for 
the World Cup despite their 
strong pool talents.

The Malian football 
federation (FEMAFOOT) 
had revealed that there are 
stronger considerations for 
the four coaches mentioned.

Rohr worked in Nigeria 
for five years, leading the 
country to one African Cup 
of  Nations third-place finish 

and getting eliminated at the 
group stage of  the World 
Cup.

The Franco-German is 
the coach who served the 
longest in charge of  the 
Nigerian senior national 
football team.

The former Bordeaux 
manager had been linked 
with the Malian job in the 
past  but  said he chose 
Nigeria at the time.

anchester United Mstriker, Cristiano 
R o n a l d o ,  h a s 

urged club chiefs, to reject 
Antonio Conte, as a possible 
manager back in October.

The Manchester Evening 
News says at the time the 
United hierarchy was 'not 
k e e n '  o n  C o n t e  a n d 
Ronaldo's own reservations 
about the Italian were fed 
back to the board.

C o n t e  n o w  h a s 
Tottenham well placed to 
finish in the top four and 
qualify for the Champions 
League at United's expense.

United are finalising their 
process of  appointing the 
Ajax coach Erik ten Hag as 
manage r  and  have  no t 
consulted the players. It 
emerged in early February 
the majority of  the United 
squad favoured Mauricio 
Pochettino.

United were confident of  
attaining Ten Hag in the 

summer  as  far  back  as 
January and the 52-year-old's 
release clause is a meagre 
£1.7m.

EISSN: 2736-0548 FRIDAY 15 – SATURDAY 16 APRIL, 2022   VOL. 3 NO. 43

Betting tips for the weekend

..
.B

et
 r

es
po

n
si

bl
y

Mali shortlist Rohr for Eagles coaching job

Former Everton boss, Rafa dreams management
return

Arsenal preparing offer for
Galatasaray winger,
Akturkoglu

Ronaldo urged Man Utd
board to reject Conte
– Report
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