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Monday prayer session: Onitsha,
Nnewi witness low turnout
over fear of attack
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News

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha/ Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Anambra State 
Government’s de-
clared Monday 

prayer session witnessed 
a low turnout at Onitsha, 
Nnewi, as people stayed 
away to avoid being killed 
by the dreaded unknown 
gunmen. The state govern-
ment, had, at the end of  a 
stakeholders’ meeting on 
Saturday, declared Monday, 
April 4, as a prayer session 
for the restoration of  peace 
in the state and the South 
East in general. However, 

News Echo Correspondents, 
who monitored the session 
in some Catholic and An-
glican churches in Onitsha 
and Nnewi cities respective-
ly, observed that the exer-
cise which officially kicked 
off  at 11am across the state 
witnessed very poor attend-
ance.

Pentecostal churches vis-
ited did participate in the 
exercise as none was opened 
on Monday. Banks, Mar-
kets, motor parks and busi-
ness premises in Onitsha 
and Nnewi, were all shut-
down. The roads were also 
very scanty, in compliance 
with previous Mondays. An 

2023: Group supports Enugu State
governorship zoning formula 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
a group under the 

aegis of  Nsukka Ezue, a 
socio-cultural organisation 
in Enugu North Senatorial 
District of  Enugu State has 
said that it supports present 
governorship zoning sys-
tem in the state.

Membership of  Nsukka 
Ezue is drawn from the six 
Local Government Areas 
that made up Enugu North 
senatorial district.

In statement issued in 
Nsukka on Monday at the 
end of  its meeting, joint-
ly signed by Prof  Damian 

Opata the Chairman, and 
Mr Chineme Onyeke, Di-
rector General, Political Af-
fairs desk of  the group.

The group said it support-
ed Gov Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
position to ensure a seam-
less and peaceful transi-
tion in the state in 2023, by 
maintaining governorship 
zoning arrangement in the 
state

“Nsukka Ezue strongly 
support the position of Ug-
wuaanyi on current zoning 
formula in Enugu state, as 
has been the practice in the 
state since 1999. 

“The next governor of  
Enugu state should come 
from Enugu East Senatorial 

District since it’s the turn of  
district to produce governor 
based on zoning arrange-
ment in the state.

“But stakeholders in Enu-
gu East Senatorial district 
should ensure equity in 
the choice of  a candidate 
among LGs that made up 
the district,” the group said.

Nsukka Ezue condemn 
attempts by some people 
to prevent Ugwuanyi from 
endorsing his successor as 
had been the tradition in the 
state since 1999.

“Former Gov Chima-
roke Nnamani successfully 
ensured that the mantle of  
leadership in Enugu state 
went from Enugu East to 
Enugu West, Former Gov 

Sullivan Chime too suc-
cessfully ensured that the 
mantle of  leadership moved 
from Enugu West to Enugu 
North. 

‘Now it’s the right of  pres-
ent Gov Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
to ensure the mantle of  lead-
ership moved from Enugu 
North district to Enugu 
East district where the gov-
ernoship zoing started in 
1999,”the group said.

Nsukka Ezue, however, 
expressed concern over the 
denial of  any zoning policy 
in Enugu state since 1999 
by those who should know 

better. 
“We highly respect Sen 

Ike Ekweremadu, Senator 
representing Enugu West 
Senatorial District, a man 
of  great national and inter-
national exposure.

“A senator of  immense 
experience like him is well 
aware of  the enshrined Fed-
eral Character in the Consti-
tution of  Nigeria.

“Zoning by way of  Feder-
al character operates in the 
National Assembly where 
he served as Deputy Sen-
ate President but we are 

surprise he says there is no 
governorship zoing arrange-
ment in Enugu State,” the 
group said.

The group commended 
Ugwuanyi’s administration 
that had brought tremen-
dous peace, stability, and 
monumental achievements 
in the overall development 
of  the state.

 “The massive develop-
mental achievements and 
peace in the have positive-
ly manifested in human 
welfare and progress in the 
state, “ the group stated.

Insecurity: Come out for dialogue,
Anambra Catholic Bishop appeals
to killer gunmen
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

F
ollowing the in-
cessant waste of  
innocent lives and 

wanton killing of  security 
personnel in South East 
and Nigeria at large, the 
Catholic Bishop of  Awka 
Dioceses, His Lordship, 
Most Reverend Paulinus 
Ezeokafor, has appealed to 
those hiding under the um-
brella of  unknown gunmen 
to perpetrate evil to come 
out for dialogue to enable 
peace reign in the region.

The Bishop, made the ap-
peal at St. Patrick’s Catho-
lic Cathedral Church, 
Awka, on Monday, during 
the prayer session order by 
the state government to 
curb the activities of  the 
killer gunmen.

He described the killings 

and destruction of  proper-
ties as an unfortunate and 
worrisome situation.

He attributed the situa-
tion in South East to neg-
ligence on the side of  Ni-
geria government towards 
the Igbos.

According to Ezeokafor, 
there is no doubt that the 
Igbos, are not well treated 
in the country. They are 
marginalized in all sphere.

“You know, every action 
has a reaction. Most of  the 
things you are seeing here 
today, are reactions to the 
government neglect. Those 
that are complaining, have 
their reasons to complain 
and what they are com-
plaining about is real but 
the method of  approach is 
too bad and disheartening. 

So, the sit-at-home order 
of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), every 

Monday, which is part of  
what we pray today, will 
not help the future of  Igbo 
youths in this country.

It is not in the culture of  
the Igbos to kill human be-
ing with gun and machetes. 
The Igbos are only known 
for struggling to make bet-
ter means of  existence.

I appealed to the gun-
men to listen to the voice 
of  wisdom. They should 
listen to the dialogue calls 
from the Traditional rul-
ers, the Clergies and other 
concerned individuals and 
organisations for normalcy 
to return to the region.

The Bishop called on 
Nigerians to love one an-
other much as Jesus did 
to humanity when he died 
on the cross, irrespective 
of  tribe, ethnicity and reli-
gion.

Onitsha-based commercial 
driver, Mr. Okechukwu, 
who spoke to News Echo, 
blamed the poor turnout to 
lack the of  security presence 
on the roads and streets. Ac-
cording to him, “definitely 
people will not come for 
the prayers because the gov-
ernment that gave the order 
did not provide security to 
boost the people moral. Ma-
jority of  the people pray in 
their houses with their fam-
ilies, as their option to save 
their lives and property.” “I 
advise the government to 
try and reach out to the un-
known people for a peaceful 
dialogue.”

Anambra speaker seeks 3rd
term re-election bid with
empowerment initiative 
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha 

T
he Speaker of  the An-
ambra State House of 
Assembly, Rt. Hon-

ourable Uche Victor Okafor, 
has empowered his constit-
uents in Ayamelum State 
Constituency with 600 bags 
of  fertilizers, 11 Toyota salon 
vehicles, 55 motorcyles, and 
33 sewing machines, among 
others.

News Echo gathered that 
the empowerment gesture 
was an annual event to give 
back to the people through 
the state established Constit-
uency Projects Fund.

The event which took 
place at Ifite-Ogwari Primary 
School field, in Ayamelum 
local government area of 
the state on Sunday, had in 
attendance, the member rep-

resenting Anambra East and 
West Federal Constituency, 
Hon. Chinedu Obidigwe, 
2023 APGA aspirant for Og-
baru Federal Constituency, 
Hon. Chris Onyekachukwu 
Nwokedi, House of  Assem-
bly members, President-Gen-
eral of  Anambra State As-
sociation of  Town Unions, 
ASATU Chief  Titus Akpu-
do, among other supporters. 
Addressing the people, the 
Speaker, said the continued 
empowerment programme, 
which has benefitted thou-
sands of  constituents, cut 
across political party lines in 
the area, was in fulfillment of 
his personal vow to God to 
give back to society and carry 
everyone along in his life and 
success.

The All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) lawmak-

Gov Ikpeazu’s press sec warns
politicians against desperation
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he Chief  Press Sec-
retary to Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu of  

Abia State, Barr Onyebu-
chi Ememanka has remind-
ed desperate politicians in 
the state that the Governor 
cannot be forced to assume 
an ethnic position on the 
choice of   his successor.

Rather, the CPS said Ik-
peazu’s worthy successor 
would only be picked by 
God.

Ememanka in a statement 
he signed on Monday said 
the State had been inundat-
ed with series of  utterances 
from different quarters con-

cerning where  the succes -
sor to  the Governor would 
come from in 2023, adding 
that the actors in the scram-
ble were doing everything 
do drag his principal into 
matter.

Ememanka said “The 
activities have ranged from 
the normal to the ridiculous 
and even to the outrightly 
outlandish.”

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu’s position on the 
issue of  2023 is very clear 
and under no circumstances 
would he, nor the high of-
fice he occupies, be dragged 
into meaningless and mun-
dane ethnic politics.”

Ememanka continued, 
“Governor Ikpeazu is very 

firm and uncompromising 
in his belief  that at every 
time, God will remain God 
and cannot be influenced by 
libations nor the mere wish-
es of  an ordinary mortal.

He further maintained 
that  the next Governor of  
Abia must be rich in compe-
tence, experience, pedigree 
and fear of  God , urging the 
political class in the State to 
remain calm and allow the 
political space to play its 
role.

The State has been awash 
with crossfire of  hot polit-
ical missiles from frontline 
politicians and elders of  sen-
atorial districts, with each 
laying claim to where a new 
Governor should emerge 
from.

er explained that the items 
were bought with the state 
Constituencies Project Fund. 
And that the empowerment 
programme has been on since 
he was elected in 2015, as the 
lawmaker representing the 
Constituency. Hon. Okafor, 
who is seeking re-election 
in next year’s 2023 general 
elections for the third term, 
charged the beneficiaries to 
be magnanimous. He assured 
those who did not receive 
any item during the ceremo-
ny that would benefit in due 
course.

He used the occasion to cel-
ebrate his 45th birthday. The 
state governor, Chukwuma 
Soludo, who witnessed the 
programme, commended 
the Speaker’s large heart, de-
scribing him as an embodi-
ment of  what a representative 
should be. He urged contin-
ued support for the lawmaker, 
APGA and their good works 
to ensure the state remains a 
shining example for others 
nationwide. He assured the 
locals that work will soon 
commence on the Omor-Aw-
ba-Ofemmili road. 
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Sacked Abuja Imam over comments against
Buhari gets new appointment
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T
he sacked Chief  
Imam of  National 
Assembly Mosque 

Zone E, Apo Legislative 
Quarters in Abuja, Sheikh 
Nuru Khalid, has been 
appointed by the Manage-
ment Committee of  a new 
Jum’mat Mosque behind 
the Central Bank Nigeria 
(CBN) Quarters, Abuja.

He is to lead the congre-
gation with effect from Fri-
day, April 8, 2022.

Sheikh Khalid was 
sacked by the Apo 
mosque’s Steering Com-
mittee on Monday for 
criticising President Mu-
hammadu Buhari over last 
Monday night’s attack on 
an Abuja-Kaduna train.

Imam argued that the 
president was in Kaduna 
for campaigns but refused 
to visit the state after the 
bomb attack on the pas-
senger train.

However, everyone con-
demned the incident, ex-

cept the bandits. So con-
demnation is not enough. 
The president should visit 
the state to sympathise 
with the victims.

The president has been 
to Kaduna for campaigns 
but couldn’t go to the state 
on a sympathy visit,” he 
had said.

He, however, described 
the termination of  his ap-
pointment by the mosque’s 
management committee as 
a necessary price he had 
to pay for identifying with 
the suffering masses and 
speaking truth to power.

Khalid said: “By the 
Grace of  Almighty Allah, 
I will be leading my new 
congregation this Friday, 
because as clerics we need 
a platform to operate.

“There’s a Jum’mat 
mosque we built behind 
the CBN Quarters, in Abu-
ja; I will now be leading 
the congregation there.” Aba Road, Umuahia completely blocked by the protesters.

Ambulance drivers, undertakers 
seize Umuahia streets in protest

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

R
esidents of  Umuahia 
were on Tuesday tak-
en by storm as mem-

bers of  Hearse/Ambulance 
and Undertakers Associa-
tion took over the streets, in 
protest against alleged dou-
ble taxation.

The protesters, who placed 
some coffins on top of  their 
ambulances, rode around 
major streets of  Umua-
hia in high speed, blowing 
their sirens and causing 
long-stretching  traffic hold- 
up in the city from 9: am to 
12: noon.

The Chairman of  the as-
sociation in Abia State, Mr 
Uche Kalu who led the pro-
test, alleged that his mem-
bers were being extorted 
regularly by Abia State rev-
enue agents who go by the 
name of  Task Force, thereby 
threatening their operations 
in the state.

He complained  that some-
times, his members were 
being forced to pay between 
N2,000 and N3,000 to the 
touts even though the ambu-
lances and hearses belonged 
to mortuaries and hospitals 
who were already paying 
taxes to the State govern-
ment for their operations.

Uche Kalu  further alleged 
that some times, their vehi-
cles were  obstructed by the 

money-demanding task force 
agents, which he lamented , 
could claim the life of  a  pa-
tient inside the ambulance 
being rushed to the hospital.

The Chairman who de-
scribed his association as an  
organ that offers important 
services to the people, called 
on the State government to 
direct the task force men to 
end the extortion and harass-
ment.

Kalu threatened to lead 
his members to a one-month 
strike if  the alleged extortion 
continued after the protest.

On why they displayed 
coffins on their vehicles 
and drove in reckless mo-
tion which injected fear 
and tension in residents, the 
ambulance and undertakers 
Chairman said the display 
was used to draw the atten-
tion of  the State government 
and the general public to ac-
tivities of  the touts.

“ We are rendering essen-
tial service to the society. If  
the task force team delays 
our members from taking 
a sick person under  emer -
gency to the hospital, a life 
could be lost.”

On the other hand, if  the 
hearse carrying the remains 
of  deceased person for bur-
ial is stopped on the way, it 
may cause undue tension 
because of  the mood of  
the people involved”, Uche 
Kalu said.

Soludo grants IPOB members amnesty

A
nambra Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo 
has offered amnes-

ty to members of  the In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) in different forests 
of  the State.

He pleaded with them 
to come out and lay down 
their arms to forge mean-

ingful lives. Soludo said 
following the unanimous 
agreement of  the leaders 
across board and the en-
dorsement of  the entire 
body of  Christ, he had 
decided to end Monday 
Sit-at-home He said: “I 
am pleased to inform our 
people that today, Monday 

April 4, 2022 marks the of-
ficial end to the “Monday 
sit-at-home” in Anambra 
State.

 “Shortly, I will be an-
nouncing the membership 
of  the Peace and Reconcil-
iation Committee that will 
look into addressing all 
areas of  sincere challenge, 
including interfacing with 
the Federal Government 
on behalf  of  all Prison-
ers of  conscience. “I have 
also offered Amnesty to all 
our brothers in the various 
forests around us. Give us 
your guns, and trust us to 
help you forge a meaning-
ful living.”

The Governor stated 
these on his official Face-
book page on Monday.

 “We have prayed to 
God, admonished our peo-
ple and made commitment 
to ensuring that everyone 
concerned gets expeditious 
justice.

“The task of  taking back 
our dear State and reclaim-
ing the dignity of  our col-
lective existence is at the 
heart of  our drive towards 
a Liveable and Prosperous 
Homeland.

“This task is a MUST. I 
call for your support and 
prayers, as we have re-
solved to fiercely go after 
criminal elements who are 
out to threaten our peace 
and distort our develop-
ment,” the Governor said.

...Threaten 1 month strike over alleged 
extortion by Govt task force

CORRECTION/
OMISSION OF NAME

That my full name is: 
OKPARA IROABUCHI 
KELVIN. That all my re-
cord including my WAEC, 
B.Eng certificate should bear 
my correct name. That my 
full name should reflect in all 
my banks details. That all my 
official documents and certif-
icates should bear my correct 
name: 
OKPARA IROABUCHI
KELVIN, including my birth 
certificate were my name was 
wrongly spelt as Okpara Iro-
abuchi, instead of  OKPARA 
IROABUCHI KELVIN. 
That my BVN registration 
details with my full names, 
OKPARA IROABUCHI 
KELVIN be applied to all 
my bank accounts and for all 
other documents contained 
in the BVN details to remain 
valid.

Signed:
OKPARA IROABUCHI 
KELVIN

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as
CHIOMA NWAIKE 
GIFT, now wish to be 
known, called and ad-
dressed as 
CHIOMA UCHE-KALU. 
All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. 
The general public should 
take note.

Signed:
CHIOMA UCHE-KALU

CHANGE OF NAME
 
I, formerly known, called
 and addressed as 
OKPARA CHINEDU, 
now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as 
OKPARA CHINEDU
TENDER. All documents 
bearing my former name 
remain valid. The gener-
al public should take note. 
 
Signed:

OKPARA CHINEDU
TENDER

Uzodimma cautions against 
land grabbing in Imo
By Grace Ofurum

T
he governor ofImo 
state, senator Hope 
Uzodimma has is-

sued stern warning on com-
panies or individual land de-
velopers who acquire lands 
from the state capital and  
the various communities 
without going through the 
right process.

The governor stated this 
while addressing a cross 
section of  Government ap-
pointees in the state.

He disclosed that it’s only 
the governor of  the state 
according to law that is al-
lowed to allocate land to de-
velopers.

He warned the people 
who get land allocation let-
ter from the Federal Min-
istry of  Land and other 
agencies in the state level to 
desist from such as anyone 
who is found culpable with 
be prosecuted accordingly.

He reminded the appoin-
tees that his government 
will not tolerated business 

as usual where the past ad-
ministration was grabbing 
people lands and assigning 
same to themselves and 
their relatives.

He warned that even sign-
ing an MOU with a com-
munity does not amount to 
anybody building on any 
land unless it’s officially al-
loted by the government, 
adding that such land will 
be revoked by the state gov-
ernment.
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Editorial

Averting the brewing 
food crisis in Nigeria

M
illions of people are already 
suffering from hunger in the 
West African Sub region and 

that number may rise at an alarming 
proportion before the end of the first 
half of this year, 2022. Particularly, 
the impact of the war in Ukraine has 
placed West Africa on the brink of 
its worst food crisis in a decade, t11 
international aid organisations said on 
Tuesday.

According to United Nations 
estimates, 6.3 million children aged 
six months to five years will be acutely 
malnourished in the region.

A decline in cereal production 
precipitated this crisis because of 
droughts, floods, conflicts, and the 
coronavirus pandemic’s economic 
impact. That has led food prices in 
West Africa to soar by up to 30 per cent 
in the past five years.

According to UN figures, in parts 
of Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, 
acute hunger threatens over 13 million 
people.

Now, the war in Ukraine is 
exacerbating the situation, according 
to the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), so food prices 
could rise by 20 per cent worldwide.

In addition, they expect the war to 
lead to a significant decline in wheat 
availability for many African countries, 
which import much of the commodity 
from Russia or Ukraine.

It is against this backdrop that the 
President of the African Development 
Bank (AfDB), Dr. Akinwunmi 
Adesina, recently raised the alarm that 
the war will likely trigger food riots 
and political crises in many African 
countries, especially those that depend 
so much on food imports from the 
troubled war zone.

Adesina observed, the war has 
increased the price of wheat by 62 per 
cent; maize, 36 per cent; soya beans, 29 
per cent; while the price of fertilizer 
has risen by over 300 per cent. Russia is 
ranked as the top wheat exporter in the 
world with a 16 per cent share of the 
world market.

And, Ukraine, which controls 10 per 
cent of the global market of wheat, 
is adjudged the third largest exporter. 
Nigeria’s food import remains one 
of the highest in the African region.  
Therefore, the alarm raised by Adesina 
must not be ignored by Nigeria and 

other African countries that depend so 
much on food imports from Europe, 
Asia and other foreign countries.

In Nigeria, the citizens are already 
feeling the impact of the Russia/
Ukraine war that has occasioned the 
rise in prices of wheat, rice and other 
food items, diesel, petrol, aviation fuel 
and kerosene and cooking gas. 

Already, Nigeria is grappling with 
lots of problems, such as poverty, 
unemployment and insecurity. The 
looming food scarcity will worsen the 
situation and may lead to demonstrations 
over shortage of essential food items.

Rising insecurity is already threatening 
Nigeria’s food security especially in the 
North East, North West and the North 
Central zone, known to be the nation’s 
food basket area. Herdsmen menace 
is affecting farming in the South East, 
South West and the South-South regions 
of the country as well.

The aid agencies, including Oxfam, 
Save the Children and World Vision, 
said they were concerned the war was 
worsening the already catastrophic 
situation in the region.

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Water Resources, in 2008, initiated 
the National Food security programme 
to forstall the global food crisis of that 
period. The initiative was intended 
to make quality food available, 
sustainable, accessible and affordable 
to all Nigerians.

To prevent this highly predicted food 
riots and political crisis, the federal 
and state governments should embark 
on plans to revolutionise agriculture 
through adequate deployment of 
technology and high yielding food crops 
and cereals. 

Nigerians should therefore fully 
embrace all seasons farming. They 
can also expand their animal and fish 
farming. There is need to make the new 
Agricultural initiatives sustainable over 
a long period.

The present administration, 
through the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), has come up with so many 
agricultural interventions under the 
Anchor Borrowers Programme to boost 
agricultural production including rice 
production, among others.

But, for Nigeria to achieve food 
sufficiency and food security, our 
agriculture must be mechanised and 
made attractive to young generation. 
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Re:2023: Ikwerre people are 
not Igbo, Amaechi wants 
to change our history

F
ollowing the unsolicited 
vituperation of  Chidi 
Wihioka, Former member 

House of  Representatives at an 
event organised by the Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu support group in Elele in 
Ikwerre Local government area 
of  Rivers State in allusion of  the 
ancestry of  his former friend and 
boss Rt Hon.Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi which was published in the 
Daily Post Newspaper of  February 
6, 2022. I am compelled to take a 
critical look at at such claim with a 
view to setting the records straight.

Chibuike Amaechi is Ibo,Ubima 
and Ikwerre. His name tells the story 
and there is no doubt about that and 
he has always told it to whoever 
cared to hear.

He speaks Igbo and Ubima dialect 
of  Ikwerre. Col. Yakubu Bako (Rtd) 
former Governor of  Akwa Ibom 
State is Hausa, Elele and Ikwerre. 
He speaks Hausa and Elele dialect 
of  Ikwerre, the Ohabunwas are the 
most popular Aros, Rumuogba and 
Ikwerre. They speak Igbo and Evo 
dialect of  Ikwerre; so are others like 
Uche Okwukwu who is Ibo of  Nri 
Stock, Elele and Ikwerre. He speaks 
Igbo and Elele dialect of  Ikwerre.

They speak Aro, Ibo and various 
Ikwerre dialects. Odegnu people of  
Emohua Local Government Area 
trace their origin to the Ekpeye 
area from which they lay claim to a 
Benin ancestry. They speak Igbo and 
odegnu dialect of  Ikwerre. Chidi 
Wihioka claims a non -existent 
Benin lineage. He lived and grew 
up in Owerri, speaks Igbo fluently 
and Elele dialect of  Ikwerre. His 
names are not Benin or Edoid. 
They are all igboid except his British 
first name Frank. Let him do a 
linguistic interpretation of  his names 
especially now they don’t know any 
Ikwerre man who bears same name 
even in his native Elele or Northern 
part of  Ikwerre.

For emphasis, no Ikwerre village 
has ever engaged in a wrestling match 
with any Benin village, carried their 
dead to Benin or paid homages/ 
tribute to the Benin Monarch. We 
have Benin migrants living in Rivers 
State like other peoples.

Ikwerres are a multi-ethnic 
quasi-cultural entity. We are 
not a homogeneous group but a 
heterogeneous group .We are a 
combination of  aboriginal Ikwerre 
whose richer veins of  heritage lie 
deep in the surface of  Ikwerre soil 
leaving a little percentage whose 
blood lines have being tainted 
with more of  ibo blood than other 
nationalities through marriage 
and other interminglings, 60% of  
them are ethnically Ibos who have 
Naturalised and other ethnicities 
such as Hausas in Elele, Ibibios 
amongst the people of  Emohua 
local Government area-Obasi and 

Esi,Ijo in Emohua- those who claim 
migration from the Ijo speaking 
areas like Ogbia,Yorubas found in 
today’s Ogbogoro and Aluu axis 
and those who claim to be the Edoid 
stock.

Okogbule Wonodi who was the 
first Ikwerre poet, registrar and Eze 
Risiohia Emeru was a founding 
Member of  Nzuko Igbo and 
Ohaneze Ndi-Igbo. Ohia-Emeru 
is where the present Government 
Comprehensive Secondary Borokiri 
is situated. They were evicted in 
1912 and finally in 1923. Chief  
Emmanuel Aguma, Second Ikwerre 
representative in Port Harcourt 
Municipal Council 1958-1961 after 
J.W.Ogbondah (1955-1958), First 
Ikwerre representative, Eastern 
House of  Assembly 1961-1968, First 
Ikwerre principal St John’s College 
Diobu, Former Administrator 
of  Port Harcourt province under 
Biafra,First Ikwerre Junior 
Minister(1979) remained a member 
and founding Member of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo till death.

This formed part of  the ancestors 
of  the Ikwerres of  today’s Rivers 
State.

Today, Chibuike Amaechi stands 
tall and proud of  his Ibo Ancestry 
and Ubima heritage as the First 
Ikwerre man to be Governor of  
Rivers State and Nigeria’s First 
Minister of  Transportation. No one 
can take away that strength away 
from him. Only the strong among 
the Ikwerres can speak of  their 
ancestry. Grouping the Ikwerres as 
a collective whole with a common 
ancestry has always been the bane of  
most historians even when historical 
facts point to varied ancestries 
especially the Ibo ancestry of  a large 
number of  Ikwerres.

One of  the strongest preachers of  
the Benin ancestry of  the Ikwerres, 
a renowned Professor was declared 
by the high Court in Isiokpo to be of  
Ibo Ancestry and has since stopped 
the noise of  Benin Ancestry.

However it is worthy of  note 
that the Ikwerre ethnic group or 
nationality like other ethnicities 
are made of  different types of  
characteristics which single them 
out in the larger igboid grouping that 
ranges from Sudan down to East of  
Africa.

Research reveals the existence of  
a group of  people that predates the 
rise of  the Benin Empire in the 1440s 
or the coming of  the Portuguese 
in 1472 to the Niger Delta. These 
voyagers met two group of  peoples, 
one who identified themselves as 
Ihura-Onhia people-a collection 
of  hunter-gatherer natives and an 

bequeathed their language …the 
tribal Ibos called them Ndi Mili Nnu 
(people of  the salt water).”-K.O. 
Dike (1956).

This today has created a large 
population of  Naturalised Ikwerre-
Ibos which is 60% and the remaining 
40% is shared by the Aboriginal 
or autochtonous Ikwerres and 
persons of  other migrations into the 
geographical spread. The Ikwerre 
people are heterogeneous not 
homogeneous.

According to Professor G.O.M 
Tasie “The Ibo migrants formed 
only a part of  the community 
and never the whole of  any of  the 
communities”. The Ikwerres did not 
constitute themselves as a nation 
before the massive migrations by 
the various groups. Every Ikwerre 
person or village has their own 
history. In the words of  Senator 
Obi Wali in telling our stories we 
must avoid,” fairy tales, dreams and 
illusions..the twisted and senseless 
interpretation of  history”.

Ikwerre is an aggregation of  
self-contained towns and villages 
separated from each other by thick 
forests before the massive migrations 
of  1400 and this migrations have 
continued till today. Prof. G.O.M 
Tasie notes this” any attempt to treat 
Ikwerre as a homogeneous group is 
bound to fail. …His view of  Ikwerre 
heterogeneity arises from the variety 
of  dialects within the Ikwerre 
language, funeral rites, ceremonies 
and the naming of  weekdays etc. 
We are today a quasi-cultural 
entity. Contact and long association 
is responsible for the improved 
understanding we have today.

Every Ikwerre family or village 
have their own story of  Migration 
which is different from the next 
village hence Amaechi like any real 
Ikwerre son was able to decode his 
ancestral roots without waiting to be 
told by persons who do not have a 
hint of  their ancestry.

Despite the bumptious 
behaviour of  these former allies they 
cannot take away Amaechi’s pride 
of  his ancestry, dignity and sense of  
justice. None of  them could put a 
pen on paper of  their career history 
without penning down his name and 
in his bid to clothe and house them, 
he fought the pernicious system 
of  oppression that enveloped their 
existence and today they can stand 
on a rostrum and tell lies.

Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi 
usually shrugs off  their behaviour 
with the saying ‘men come and men 
go, let’s say the truth at all times and 
stand for justice ‘

Ikwerre today is ethnically 60% 
Ibos, 7% Aboriginal peoples and 
the rest will be distributed amongst 
others.

Nyedikne Azubike Chikere 
Wanjoku, is a Public Analyst writes 
from Apani, Ikwerre Local Government 
Area, Rivers State

Opinion 

By Azubike chikere Wanjoku

advanced civilisation of  trader 
migrants grouped together as Ibos of  
varying units Aros, Isus, Emekuku, 
Oguta etc who acted as interpreters 
and labourers.

In the words of  Margery Perham 
(1937) “In Nigeria, Anthropology 
and administration sketch out a 
history of  successive waves of  
migration …displacing those they 
found…imposing themselves 
above the earlier groups” The 
Aboriginal Ikwerres were met by 
various migration, of  which the 
Ibo migration was the highest and 
most infectious in the history of  
the Ihura-Onhia people with the 
Arochukwu people known as Aros; 
occupying more of  present day 
Ikwerre Local Government Area; 
while the Emekuku, Orlu. Okigwe, 
Udi, Bende, Awka, Onitsha and 
Owerri, Abua and Ijaw people 
migrated towards the present-day 
Port Harcourt and Obio /Akpor 
Axis. The Ibo migration stretched 
into the Present day Emohua Local 
government area where it coincided 
with migrations from Abua, Ekpeye, 
Ijaw, Kalabari, Igalas and other 
littoral communities even as the 
waterfronts of  Ndele, Ogbakiri, 
Ogbodo-Isiokpo, and Aluu et al 
served as transit points for slaves.

“Owing to their numerical 
superiority and consequent land 
hunger the Ibo migrants formed 
the bulk of  the delta population 
during the Nineteenth century. They 

This today has created 
a large population of 

Naturalised Ikwerre-Ibos 
which is 60% and the 

remaining 40% is shared 
by the Aboriginal or 

autochtonous Ikwerres 
and persons of other 
migrations into the 

geographical spread. 
The Ikwerre people 
are heterogeneous 
not homogeneous. 

According to Professor 
G.O.M Tasie “The 

Ibo migrants formed 
only a part of the 

community and never 
the whole of any of 
the communities”. 

The Ikwerres did not 
constitute themselves 
as a nation before the 
massive migrations by 

the various groups. Every 
Ikwerre person or village 

has their own history. 
In the words of Senator 
Obi Wali in telling our 

stories we must avoid,” 
fairy tales, dreams and 

illusions..the twisted and 
senseless interpretation 

of history”.

“
Amaechi
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Dispersion of  light can be defined as the 
splitting of  white light when it passes 
through a glass prism into its constituent 
spectrum of  colors (i.e. violet, indigo, 
blue, green, yellow, orange and red). 
D i s p e r s i o n  f i g u r a t i ve ly  m e a n s 
'distribution' and hence that's exactly 
what is happening in the picture above. 
The white light splits into its constituent 
colors at various frequencies and various 
angles.

Prism

A prism is a transparent refracting device 
bounded by five plane surfaces inclined 
at some angles. It bends the light two 
times and emergent ray is at an angle to 
the incident ray.

Angle of deviation

Angle of  deviation (δ) is the angle 
between emergent ray and incident ray.
For a single refracting surface, δ=|iδr|
For a prism, δ=(i +i )δ(r +r ) 1 2 1 2

δ=i +i δA1 2

Where A is the angle of  the prism. For 
angle of  minimum deviation, δ is 
minimum and 
i =i =i1 2

δ =2iδA min

For small A, δ= (μ-1)A

Dispersion of white light by a prism

Refraction is the bending in the path of  
the light when it travels from one 
medium to another. The degree at which 
refraction will occur depends on the 
wavelength of  the light. Each light wave 

has a different wavelength and will 
therefore deviate differently. White light 
is composed of  light of  different 
wavelengths (colors) i.e. violet, indigo, 
blue, green, yellow and red. Red has the 
highest wavelength and violet the lowest.
Wavelength is inversely proportional to 
the deviation in the path of  the light. Red 
light suffers the least amount of  
deviation and violet the most. When a 
white light is made to pass through a 
prism, formation of  a spectrum of  seven 
colors occurs showing white light is a 
combination of  seven separate colors.
Prism only acts as a medium for the 
dispersion of  light made of  the seven 
colors. Refraction occurs when the light 
falls on the prism. The wavelength and 
frequency of  these deviated colors is 
different, they deviate differently at 
different angles due to the velocity 
difference of  the prism. The color red 
therefore deviates the least since it has 
maximum wavelength and color violet 
deviates the most since it has the least 
wavelength.

Dispersion of Light and Rainbow

A rainbow is formed when it rains and 
there's sunshine simultaneously. Each 
raindrop is made of  a different shape and 

has  a 
differen
t consi
s t e n c y  a s compared 
to a glass prism; still it affects light in a 
similar fashion. One can see the seven 
constituent colors (red, orange, yellow, 
green, blue, indigo and violet) when 
white light (sunlight) hits a collection of  
raindrops at a fairly low angle.
When the white sunlight travels from air 
into the drop of  water, the constituent 
colors of  light slow down to varying 
speed and frequencies. When violet light 
enters the raindrop it bends at a relatively 
sharp angle. Some of  the light then 
passes back out into the air, and the rest 
is reflected back. Some of  that reflected 
light passes out of  the drop, bending as it 
moves back into the air again.
This way, each raindrop disperses the 
white sunlight into its constituent colors. 
We see wide bands of  color, as if  
different rainy areas were dispersing a 
different single color since we only see 
one color from each raindrop.
Sometimes we also see a double 
rainbow, a sharp rainbow with a fainter 
rainbow above it. The fainter rainbow 
occurs in the same manner as the sharper 
rainbow, but here the light is reflected 
twice inside the raindrop instead of  
reflecting once. Due to this double 
reflection, the light exits the raindrop at 
different angles, so we see it above the 
sharper rainbow. And if  you observe 
carefully, you'll notice that the colors in 
the secondary rainbow are in the reverse 
order of  the primary rainbow.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Dispersion of light

he Enugu State TGovernment has 
a p p o i n t e d 

P r o f e s s o r  A l o y s i u s -
M i c h a e l s  N n a b u g w u 
Okolie as the new Vice-
Chancellor (VC) of  the 
Enugu State University of  
Science and Technology 
(ESUT).

A statement signed by 
the Secretary to the Enugu 
State Government, Prof. 
Simon Uchenna Ortuanya, 
said the appointment is 
with effect from Monday, 
April 4, 2022.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
disclosed that Prof. Okolie, 
who hails from Awgu town 
i n  A g w u  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area  o f  
Enugu State, is a Professor 
of  Political Science and 
International Relations of  
the University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka.

It added that the new 
Vice-Chancellor of  ESUT, 
Prof. Okolie, until his 

t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Defence College, 
A b u j a ,  o n 
Foreign Policy 
a n d  N a t i o n a l 
S e c u r i t y 
Roundtable on 
Nigeria and her 
I m m e d i a t e 
Neighbours. 

“Professor 
A l o y s i u s -
M i c h a e l s 
N n a b u g w u 
Okolie has held 
many leadership 
p o s i t i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g : 
C h a i r m a n , 
G o v e r n i n g 
Council, Enugu 
State College of  
E d u c a t i o n , 
Technical, 2021-
d a t e .  V i c e 
President (2nd), 
Social Science 
A c a d e m y  o f  
Nigeria, 2021 – 
date. President, 
N i g e r i a n 
Political Science 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
(NPSA), 2018 – 

appoin tment  was  the 
Dean, Faculty of  Social 
Sciences, University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka, and was 
also Chairman, University 
of  Nigeria Nsukka Chapter 
of  the Academic Staff  
Union of  Universities 
(ASUU).

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
s tatement,  “Professor 
Okolie holds a Bachelor of  
Science degree (B.Sc.) in 
P o l i t i c a l 
Science/Administrative 
S tud ie s,  a  Mas te r  o f  
S c i e n c e  ( M . S c . )  a n d 
Doctor of  Philosophy 
( P h . D. )  d e g r e e s  i n 
International Relations. 

“He was a Fulbright 
Scholar in 2004 at the 
pres t ig ious  American 
Studies Institute on United 
States Foreign Policy. He 
ho lds  a  pos tg raduate 
Diploma in Management 
of  Higher Education from 
the Galilee International 
Management Institute, 
Israel.

“Professor Okolie was 
also a resource person to 

2021. Pioneer Director, 
J o i n t  U n i v e r s i t i e s 
Preliminary Examinations 
Board (JUBEB), UNN, 
2014 – 2019.

“He is a renowned 
international Scholar and 
Researcher with over one 
hundred and eight (108) 
publications to his credit. 

“ P r o f e s s o r  O k o l i e 
belongs to several national 
and international scholarly 
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Associations and has served 
in several national and 
international Committees 
including: Member, Federal 
Government Committee on 
NEEDS Assessment of  
Niger ian Univers i t ies, 
member Committee on 
Bi lateral  Relat ionship 
b e t w e e n  D A P A D 
Foundation of  Japan and 
U N N ,  a n d  m e m b e r , 
Visitation Team to Public 
Universities.

“Professor Okolie is a 
Knight of  the Order of  St. 
Mulumba. He is married 
with children.

Ugwuanyi appoints Prof. Okolie as ESUT’s new Vice-Chancellor
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu
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rof. Ishaq Oloyede, Pthe Registrar, Joint 
Admiss ions  and 

M a t r i c u l a t i o n  B o a r d 
(JAMB) says the board 
allowed Computer Based 
Test Centres (CBT) to 
increase the service charge 
to 1,000 for its April 9, 
mock examination.

According to reports, 
the JAMB organizes mock 
U n i f i e d  T e r t i a r y 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination (UTME), 
which is optional to test run 
facilities in accredited 
centres to be used for the 
test nationwide.

The main UTME has 
been scheduled by the 
board to commence from 
May 6 to May 16.

O l o y e d e ,  w h i l e 
reviewing an award by the 
Board of  Vanguard Media 
Ltd. on Tuesday in Abuja, 
h i n t e d  t h a t  a l l 
a r rangement s  fo r  the 
successful conduct of  the 
examination had been put 
in place by JAMB.

He however explained 
that the slight increase in 
the service charge for the 
examination by the CBT 
centres was to allow them 
do a thorough job owing to 
the increase in the cost of  
diesel ,  to power their 
generating sets.

“We are saying that we 
have allowed the CBT 
centres to increase the 
amount.  We have not 
increased the fees; we have 
even said anybody can 
decrease the fees.

“But we have hitherto 
asked the centres not to 
increase more than N700, 
but now we have seen the 
reality and we have said 
they could charge up to N1, 
000.

“So the reality is the 
truth, unless we do not 
want them to conduct the 
examination. We have 
done the analysis of  their 
expenses and if  we insist 
that they must put on their 
air conditioners, the cost of  
diesel for their generators 
h a s  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o 
consideration,” he said.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
registrar, the board is not 
increasing its charges, 
adding that before now, the 
registration documents 
used to be N5,000.

“Even the N5, 000 was 
just theoretically.

“We were buying the 
form in 2020 for N5, 000, 
we insist on N5,000 and we 
further reduce it from 
N5,000 to N3,500 and we 
are not increasing, despite 
the fact that the cost is going 
up.

“So, we felt that our 

partners are the ones to 
add,  while  we do the 
sacrifice, we cannot impose 
unrealistic sacrifice on our 
partners and that is why we 
have allowed our partners 
to charge,” he said.

On the award, Oloyede 
h e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
Vanguard Media Group for 
the honour, saying “it is a 
call to service''.

The registrar further 
noted that he would not 
have been nominated by 
just staying in Ilorin, but for 
the work done at the board.

He said that the award 
was a confirmation of  
public trust on him, as the 
head of  the JAMB, noting 
that many Nigerians had 
also achieved a lot for the 
country.

T h e  J A M B  b o s s , 
therefore, called on the 
m e d i a  t o  g i v e  g o o d 
reportage on Nigerians 
who had done well for the 
c o u n t r y,  r a t h e r  t h a n 
concentrating on bad news 
just to sell their newspapers.

Also speaking,  Mr 
Nnanna Ochereome, the 
Chairman, Editorial Board 
of  Vanguard Media Ltd. 
commended the registrar 
for finding it worthy to 
receive the award.

Ochereome said that 
the coming of  the registrar 
to JAMB depicted a leader 
who could turn around the 
for tune of  the board, 
adding that Nigeria needed 
such a leader to transform 
the country.

“ Yo u r  c o m i n g  t o 
JAMB shows a leader that 
can squeeze water out of  
stone.

“For what you have 
d o n e  i n  JA M B  g i ve s 
Nigerians the hope that one 
day somebody like you, if  
not you, will find himself  
on the presidential seat 
because that is what we 
have been looking for as a 
country.

M e a n w h i l e  h e 
criticized the House of  
Representatives for falsely 
accusing the Board of  
imposing multiple fees on 
candidates preparing to 
take the Unified Tertiary 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination, UTME.

Oloyede, expressed his 
d i s p l e a s u r e  w h i l e 
responding to questions on 
the level of  preparations for 
the mock UTME slated for 
S a t u r d a y,  A p r i l  9 t h 
nationwide.

According to him, he 
was a bit disappointed in 
the lawmakers for initiating 
a probe over an allegation 
that  was baseless and 
lacking facts, noting that it 
was a calculated attempt to 

embarrass the Board and 
possibly derail it from its 
core mandate.

Recall that the House 
of  Representatives had, in 
its plenary session recently, 
taken a resolution to probe 
JAMB over the alleged 
imposition of  multiple fees 
on candidates, following a 
m o t i o n  r a i s e d  b y 
Honourable Sergius Ogun 
(PDP-Edo).

The House had listed 
charges on printing of  
JAMB result slip, N1000, 

he University of  TI l o r i n  h a s 
announced that the 

post of  Vice-Chancellor of  
the institution will be 
vacant effective from 
October 16, 2022. 

This is contained in a 
statement issued in Ilorin 
a n d  s i g n e d  b y  t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Registrar/Secretary to 
C o u n c i l ,  D r  F o l a 
Olowoleni. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
O l o w o l e n i ,  t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  i s  i n 
accordance  wi th  the 
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e 
U n i v e r s i t i e s 
( M i s c e l l a n e o u s 
Provisions) Act No. 11 of  
1993. 

“As amended by Act 
No. 25 of  1996 and The 
U n i v e r s i t i e s 
( M i s c e l l a n e o u s 
Provisions) (Amendment) 
Act 2012.

“The Council  has 
decided to commence in 
earnest the due process of  
appointing a new Vice-
Chancellor. 

“ C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
applications are hereby 
invited from suitably 
qualified candidates for 
the position,” she said. 

The registrar stated 

that the university was 
established by the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria in 
1975. 

She explained that the 
institution has become 
one of  the fastest-growing 
public universit ies in 
Nigeria with an enviable 
r e c o r d  o f  a c a d e m i c 
excellence. 

According to her, the 
institution has been the 
m o s t  s o u g h t - a f t e r 
university by candidates in 
the past five years. 

She stated that the 
vision of  the university is 
to be an international 
centre of  excellence in 
learning, research, probity 
and service to humanity. 

Olowoleni said that 
the university's mission 
statement is to provide a 
world-class environment 
for learning, research and 
community service. 

The registrar added 
that the institution guides 
jealously its core values 
which  a re  co ined  to 
encourage inclusiveness in 
its operations.

T h e s e ,  s h e  s a i d , 
border on Excellence, 
Integrity, Transparency, 
Empathy, Justice and Fair 
Play,  Innovation and 
Creativity,  and Team 

Work, among others. 
She also said that the 

university prides itself  as 
one of  the most stable 
institutions in Nigeria.

Olowoleni disclosed 
that academic activities 
are carried out in a serene, 
peaceful and friendly 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w i t h 
students completing their 
programmes as and when 
due. 

“ O f  r e c e n t ,  t h e 
university ranked 7th in 
the overall ranking of  
Nigerian universities by 
the National Universities 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  3 r d  i n 
f e d e r a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s 
category and 1st in the 
N o r t h - C e n t r a l 
geopolitical zone category. 

“It was also ranked 
2nd in Nigeria by the 
Times Higher Education 
in February 2022. 

“It is one of  the two 
Universities ranked A+ in 
the only Institutional 
Accreditation of  Nigerian 
U n i v e r s i t i e s  b y  t h e 
National Universit ies 
Commission, 2011/2012 
session, thereby earning a 
7-year full institutional 
accreditation status,” she 
said. 

Olowoleni  fur ther 
explained that the vice-

chancellor shall, in line 
with the Act establishing 
the university, be the Chief  
Executive and Academic 
Officer of  the institution 
and shall exercise general 
super v i s ion  over  the 
university. 

“The Vice-Chancellor 
s h a l l  b e  E x - O f f i c i o 
Chairman of  Senate, 
C o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  a 
member of  the University 
Governing Council. 

“The Vice-Chancellor 
shall be responsible to the 
Council for the day-to-day 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
human, financial and 
material resources of  the 
University,” she said. 

The registrar also 
s ta ted  that  the  idea l 
candidate for the post of  
U N I L O R I N  v i c e -
chancellor must be a 
distinguished Professor of  
not less than 10 years by 
Oct. 16, 2022, in one of  the 
disciplines offered by the 
institution. 

She said the candidate 
should be able to have 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  a s t u t e 
managerial abilities to 
m a i n t a i n  t h e  p e a c e, 
i n c l u s i v e n e s s  a n d 
academic stability for 
which the university is 
reputed, among others. 

the printing of  admission 
letter N1000, change of  
institution/course N2500 
a n d  r e t r i e v i n g  o f  
registration number N1000 
as areas it intends to probe 
the Board.

In his motion, Ogun 
had stated that section 
8 8 ( 1 )  a n d  ( 2 )  o f  t h e 
Constitution empowers the 
National  Assembly to 
conduct investigations into 
t h e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  a n y 
authority executing or 
administering laws.

He had also submitted 
that JAMB was established 
to control the conduct of  
m a t r i c u l a t i o n 
e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r 
c a n d i d a t e s  s e e k i n g 
a d m i s s i o n  i n t o 
Universities, Polytechnics 
and Colleges of  Education 
in Nigeria, but alleged that 
in recent times, in addition 
to the registration fees for 
the examination, all sorts 
o f  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d 
administrative fees were 
i m p o s e d  o n  J A M B 

examination candidates.
But while writing off  

the allegations, Oloyede 
s a i d  h e  ex p e c t e d  t h e 
lawmakers to be more 
factual in their allegations, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  p e d d l i n g 
falsehoods which could 
pass  fo r  a  ca l cu la ted 
a t t empt  to  dera i l  the 
examination agency from 
its mandate.

He said, “as regards the 
resolution of  the House, I 
will not want to talk about 
it, we feel that the purpose 
was to discourage us, but 
we won't be discouraged, I 
believe I should not talk 
about it until we are invited, 
it's an allegation but we 
expected that an allegation 
to come from the House 
should be something solid 
and based on facts.

“ S o  I  a m  a  b i t 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t 
s o m e b o d y  c o u l d  u s e 
absolute falsehood just to 
embarrass us, if  it is the 
intention as we expect to 
discourage us from doing 
what we are doing, we will 
not be deterred, we expect 
Nigerians to know when 
their representatives are 
doing what is right and 
what is not right, I can't say 
more than that for now.”

2022 UTME: We allowed CBT centres to increase service charge
– Registrar
...Expresses disappointment over lawmakers' allegation of  exploiting candidates

UNILORIN announces VC post vacant
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51 days after: 
FG, ASUU trade blames

The minister said, “We 
are negotiating with the 
Polytechnics and Colleges of  
Education and the same thing 
ASUU is asking for is the same 
thing they are asking for but 
they are willing to continue 
working.

“The only place we have 
a suspension of  work is the 
ASUU, SSANU and NASU 
on account of  things they 
believe are owed them. We 
believe every union is entitled 
to make these requests. The 
government has agreed with 
them. Government is only 
releasing money as they have 
it.

“The renegotiation 
committee has always been 
constituted; the only departure 
is in the willingness of  ASUU, 
SSANU and NASU to 
continue working while the 
same entitlements are on.

“The others have same 
demands but are willing to 
continue working while they 
get their entitlements. We 
have consistently said if  you 
disrupt academic programmes 
because of  one entitlement you 
are supposed to get, you will 

eventually get the entitlement 
but our children would have lost 
the time they are supposed to 
learn, you are just being mean. 
There is no point disrupting 
everybody’s life, those people 
can’t regain their lives but you 
can regain yours, because you 
haven’t gotten it everybody else 
must lose something.

“The strike has not produced 
the money they are asking for, 
if  the money was there they 
would have been paid the day 
they started the strike.

 “Government has heard 
them, they are not wrong but 
the same way government has 
said they will get the money, 
for every strike they have 
embarked on they still get their 
money but human beings have 
lost times.

They are not only being 
wicked to the government but 
they are wicked to the human 
beings that constitute Nigeria.”

 In his reaction, the 
National President, ASUU, 
Prof. Emmanuel Osodeke, 
wondered why the Federal 
Government had refused to 
meet the union’s demand.

 “I will not honour people 

like Nwajiuba with my 
response. If  the government 
wants the children of  the 
ordinary Nigerian people to 
have good education like their 
children who are schooling 
abroad, they would have 
resolved the problem within 
one week.

 “Ask Nwajiuba why the 
Ministry of  Education has 
refused to meet with the 
ASUU?”

Also, ASUU chairman, 
University of  Lagos, Dr Dele 
Ashiru, described Nwajiuba’s 
statement as callous and 
provocative.

“This is the kind of  reaction 
you get from those who became 
ministers of  the Federal 
Republic based on quota 
system. If  the minister knows 
that ASUU would eventually 
get what it wants why wait 
until the system is shut down?

“Is it sane for the conditions 
of  service of  a worker to 
remain the same in the last 
12 years? The remark by the 
minister is therefore, to say the 
least, provocative, callous and 
insensate.

“As for ASUP and 

COEASU, if  they are 
comfortable with empty 
promises from an insensitive 
ruining elite, good for them.”

 “They have not done 
anything new, there is no new 
update as we speak. However, 
one thing is certain and that is 
the fact that our ultimatum still 
stands. The extension of  the 
warning strike will elapse by 
May 14 after which the NEC 
will meet on the decision to 
take,” he said.

Meanwhile, the 2022 
Unified Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination/Direct Entry 
examinations are set to 
commence on May 6, 2022 
amidst the ongoing strike.

On the impact of  the strike 
on the 2022 admission process, 
the spokesperson for the Joint 
Admission and Matriculation 
Board, Fabian Benjamin, said, 
“It is not the duty of  the board 
to meddle into admissions of  
institutions. We conduct the 
examinations and the schools 
conduct the admissions. 
However, the strike will have 
an impact on everything. Even 
the person who is on strike is 
feeling the impact.”

T
here may not be end in 
sight of  the ASUU strike 
as the Federal government 

are still trading words with the 
striking universities.

The Minister of  State 
for Education, Mr Emeka 
Nwajiuba, has said striking 
university workers including 
the Academic Staff  Union 
of  Universities, the Joint 
Action Committee of  the 
Senior Staff  Association of  
Nigerian Universities and the 
Non-Academic Staff  Union 
of  Education and Associated 
Institutions are mean and 
wicked for shutting down 
universities across the country.

This is just as the ASUU’s 
strike enters its 50th day on 
Wednesday.

The unions are currently 
on strike over failure by the 
Federal Government to honour 
the various agreements reached 
with them.

Nwajiuba, in an interview 
with one of  our correspondents, 
said it was an act of  wickedness 
for the unions to go on strike 
for entitlements that the 
government would still give 
them. 

Osodeke Nwajiuba 



From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
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Insecurity in Anambra: 
Public proffer solutions at Soludo’s 
peace-building, security summit

S
ome members of 
Anambra public 
have called on the 

State Governor, Prof. 
Charles Soludo, to stem 
the tide of  insecurity in 
the State.

They made the call 
at the Anambra Peace-
Building and Security 
Summit held in Awka 
on Saturday.

Prince Chris Azor, 
Chairman, Anambra 
Civil Society Network 
(ACSONET) and 
Co-Chair, Open 
Government Partnership 
(OGP), said that he was 
happy for the active 
participation of  Citizens 
at the Security and Peace 
building Summit, hosted 
by the Governor.

Comrade Azor said 
that the event was born 
as a result of  CIvil 
Society pressure to have 
the State government 
embrace dialogue as an 
imperative means of 
finding a lasting solution 
to the current insecurity 
in Anambra, and indeed 
the entire Southeast.

“The Civil Society 
is of  the opinion that 
Nnamdi Kanu, leader of 
the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), should 
be released on bail to 
enable more discussions 
and lasting settlement”

“We are also of  the 
view that the Southeast 
should be given the 
opportunity to produce 
the next president of 
Nigeria, for Justice and 
equity.

“The civil war cannot 
be said to have truly 
ended, when an Igbo 
man cannot have the 
opportunity to lead 

Nigeria, since the end of 
the civil war,” He said.

“He implored the 
State government to 
institutionalize Social 
Protection and Security, 
as there is currently no 
Social Protection Policy 
in the State.

“Retirees don’t get 
pension as and when due. 
Old people and youth 
without employment are 
not catered for. Citizens 
are not ready to die for 
the State and country.

“There is need for 
good governance, trans-
parency and accounta-
bility, consultative and 
inclusive Permanent Di-
alogue Mechanism, and 
engagement with citi-
zens.

“The Government 
needs to partner with 
Civil Society and 
Non State Actors for 
growth and sustainable 
development,” Azor 
said.

He therefore, pledged 
unallowed support of 
Civil Society to the 
Governor’s peace and 
security strategies; 
and indeed his open 
governance and dialogue 
approach to leadership.

Mrs Amaka 
Uzodinma of  Institute 
for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution (IPCR) said 
the fastest way to achieve 
resounding success in 
security and peace-
building in the State, was 
for the government to 
extend its security votes 
to other bodies saddled 
with the responsibility 
of  peace and conflict 
resolutions.

Uzodinma said that 
Governors should use 
their security votes to 
quell security challenges 
instead of  preventing 

conflicts, peace-building 
and tackling insecurity 
challenges in the 
country.

She said that 
Governors spent so 
much on security outfits 
only through buying 
bulletproof  vehicles 
for the security officers 
to combat insecurity 
challenges instead of 
preventing the crimes 
that lead to conflict and 
insecurity.

“Governors spend so 
much money to quell 
security challenges with 
the security operatives 
not preventing them, 
they need to restrategise 
in their methods of 
tackling the impasse,” 
she said.

She of  the opinion 
that there was need 
for Governors to use 
their security funds 
judiciously to harness 
services of  various 
bodies charged with 
peace building and 
conflict resolution and 
security watch groups to 
prevent crimes.

Uzodimma said that 
agencies charged with 
the responsibilities of 
peace building and crime 
watch were starved of 
funds and could not do 
much but suggested that 
the government should 
use part of  their security 
funds to support these 
agencies for huge results.

She suggestef  that 
Governors should 
support agencies who 
could reach out to the 
grassroots to enlighten 
them on the need to be 
peaceful and secure their 
environment. 

“Civil societies, 
National Orientation 
Agencies, human rights 
orgainsations, IPCR 

are the bodies that need 
funds to work very hard 
to ensure that crimes 
are prevented and peace 
achieved in the States 
and society at large” she 
said.

“Peace is very 
paramount in the growth 
and development of 
any nation, therefore 
these groups need to 
be empowered to assist 
government in crime 
prevention, through 
factual reports on 
security and conflict 
issues”

She said that the 
government needs 
to have strong inter-
agency programmes and 
capacity building for 
women organisations 
to be well trained on 
what to do to assist in 
preventing crimes and 
building peace.

Uzodinma said that 
IPCR was located across 
the country, as the Head, 
Peace building Zonal 
Office in the South 
East was domiciled in 
Anambra.

She commended 
the Governor for the 
strategy applied to tackle 
the security challenges 
of  the state and urged 
him to partner IPCR 
and related agencies 
to achieve resounding 
successes in areas of 
peace-building and 
insecurity fallout.

Dr Paschal Agbodike, 
Deputy Speaker, 
Anambra State house of 
Assembly, representing 
Ihiala II Constituency, 
urged all agitators for 
Biafra to embrace the 
way of  peace so that 
their goal would be 
achieved on the table of 
dialogue.

Agbodike said that the 
zone had suffered lots 
of  economic and social 
development problems 
since the struggle started 
in August 2021 and that 
nothing meaningful 
would be achieved on 
the grounds of  war.

He commended the 
Governor for his all-
inclusive leadership 
and appealed for its 
sustenance so that the 
state and other states 
in the south east would 
experience lasting peace 
and return back to its 
normal business life.

Mrs Franca Nwigbo, 
President General of 
Nawfia community 
in Njikoka Local 
Government Area, 
who was in attendance, 
said that the idea of 
the governor to call all 
stakeholders irrespective 
of  the political parties 
was amazing.

Nwigbo commended 
the Governor’s all-
inclusive style of 
leadership, through 
dialogue which 
according to her would 
yield progressive results 
on security and conflicts 
resolution.

Mr Cyprian Okereke, 
the Chairman of 
Orumba South Local 
Government Area of 
Anambra, pledged his 
support to ensure that 
normalcy in education, 
work and business 
returns in full in the 
State.

“Force can never 
achieve any better results 
in human management,” 
he said.

He commended the 
ability of  the Governor 
to apply wisdom in 
handling the insecurity 
challenges of  the State.
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T
he Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of 
Nigeria, the 

Sultan of  Sokoto, Alhaji 
Abubakar Sa’ad lll-led 
Jamaatul Nasril Islam, 
some state governments 
and the Manufacturers’ 
Association of  Nigeria 
have taken a swipe at the 
Federal Government over 
its failure to address the 
rising insecurity in the 
country.

The groups stated this 
on Monday as killings and 
other forms of  insecurity 
took a toll on investments 
in the country with foreign 
investors shunning  24 
states in 2021.

Earlier on Monday, 
the National Bureau of 
Statistics released data, 
which indicated that 
Nigeria generated a total 
of  $698.7m from Foreign 
Direct Investments in 
2021.

According to data 
from the NBS, the FDI 
generated in 2021 was 
the lowest the country 
recorded in 10 years.

FDI is one of  the three 
major types of  investments 
and a critical source of 
capital inflow into the 
country.

Other sources 
include foreign portfolio 
investment, foreign loans, 
and trade credits, among 
other investments.

NBS defines FDI as 
an investment whereby 
the investor has some 
control or a significant 
degree of  influence on the 
management of  a domestic 
enterprise.

It notes that the FDI 
occurs when the investor 
has enough equity in the 
enterprise to entitle them 
to 10 per cent or more of 
the voting rights in that 
company.

A breakdown of  FDI 

By Adaora John

in Nigeria over the last 10 
years shows that in 2012, 
FDI stood at $2.60bn, it 
declined to $1.27bn in 
2013 but rose to $2.27bn in 
2014.

FDI fell again in 2015 
to $1.41bn; it fell further 
to $1.04bn in 2016 and to 
$981.75m in 2017.

Further analysis of  data 
from the NBS revealed 
that the FDI rose again 
to $1.19bn in 2018 but 
dropped by $256m to 
$934.34m in 2019.

The latest capital 
importation report from 
the bureau stated that 
the FDI fell by $332m to 
$698.78m in 2021 from 
$1.028bn in 2020.

The report also revealed 
that 24 states in the country 
failed to attract any foreign 
investment last year.

These states are 
Adamawa, Bauchi, 
Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, 
Cross River, Ebonyi, Edo, 
Enugu, Gombe, Imo, 
Jigawa, Kaduna, Katsina, 
Kebbi, Kogi, Nasarawa, 

Insecurity: Bishops, Sultan of 
Sokoto, Imams, MAN, others 
flay federal government 

Special report
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Niger, Ondo, Plateau, 
Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe and 
Zamfara.

Also, 10 out of  the 
24 states failed to attract 
foreign investments in the 
last three years.

The states are Bayelsa, 
Ebonyi, Gombe, Jigawa, 
Kebbi, Kogi, Plateau, 
Taraba, Yobe and Zamfara.

In his remarks, the 
Chairman, Infrastructure 
Committee of  MAN, 
Ibrahim Usman, said that 
aside from the COVID-19 
pandemic that affected 
a number of  companies 
abroad, there was the issue 
of  insecurity plaguing the 
country

He said, “Since the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a 
lot of  the companies that 
invest abroad have been 
affected by the pandemic. 
That is a major cause. 
Secondly, the insecurity in 
the nation has continued 
to go unabated. Nobody 
wants to invest in a country 
where there is so much 
insecurity. Investments 

thrive only where there is 
peace and security.”

Usman also said that the 
lack of  stable power supply 
is affecting the productive 
sector, which is meant to 
attract foreign investments.

“Also, the availability 
of  electricity is directly 
related to the advancement 
in terms of  investments. 
People normally invest in 
the productive sector. The 
productive sector cannot 
operate without adequate 
reliable, affordable 
electricity. That’s another 
major cause. We haven’t 
made the stride we are 
supposed to have in terms 
of  electricity supply. The 
Nigerian electricity supply 
industry is still at the 
lowest point,” Usman said.

He added that there was 
also the issue of  foreign 
exchange and lack of 
consistent policies, which 
had made investing in the 
country highly risky.

Usman added, “Also, 
there is the issue of  foreign 
exchange. A lot of  times we 

do policy somersault. The 
government can suddenly 
come up with a new policy 
that discourages investors. 
There must be consistency 
in policymaking because 
investors plan 10-20 
years ahead, and sudden 
changing policies can 
affect their investments.”

Also, the Deputy 
President of  the Lagos 
Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry, Gabriel 
Idahosa, identified three 
factors responsible for the 
steady decline in Nigeria’s 
FDI.

According to him, 
the major factor is the 
unpredictability of 
Nigeria’s foreign exchange 
market and the devaluation 
of  the naira.

He explained that 
foreign investors were 
sceptical of  investing in 
Nigeria because the value 
of  their returns would have 
declined in the future due 
to the naira devaluation.

The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Abubakar Sa’ad lll
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“Since 1990, the value 
of  the naira has been on the 
decline and projection in the 
near future is not showing 
any significant difference,” 
he said.

Idahosa, who is a 
chartered accountant, 
noted that investors were 
also reluctant to invest in 
a country where the cost 
of  doing business is high. 
He explained that the 
high cost of  electricity in 
Nigeria, inefficient port and 
rail systems were undoing 
Nigeria and its quest for 
FDI.

“Also, our Company 
Income Tax is among the 
highest in the world. Most 
countries have 15-16 per 
cent of  thereabout, but 
ours is 32.5 per cent. Most 
investors are going to places 
where taxes are low and 
moving to countries where 
governments are looking at 
the number of  jobs created 
rather than high taxes,” 
Idahosa noted.

He urged the Nigerian 
government to address these 
challenges urgently to drive 
FDI into Nigeria.

Also speaking newsmen, 
the Managing Director of  
Cowry Asset Management 
Limited, Johnson Chukwu, 
said that investors were 
looking for countries with 

economic and political 
stability, and good economic 
growth.

According to him, 
the country experienced 
contracted growth due to 
the pandemic and is also 
battling insecurity, which has 
been discouraging foreign 
investments.

Chukwu said, “Foreign 
Direct Investments go into 
countries with very good 
investment climate. Among 
those things that foreign 
investors are looking for 
are economic and political 
stability. They are also 
looking at the growth of  the 
economy. Prior to last year, 
the economy contracted 
in 2020. Although it grew 
by 3.4 per cent last year, 
investors were looking at a 
contraction in 2020.

“Secondly, we see a 
situation where the level 
of  insecurity is high in the 
country. This discourages 
foreign investors.”

The Chief  Executive 
Officer, Centre for the 
Promotion of  Private 
Enterprise, Dr Muda Yusuf, 
stressed the need for better 
reforms to strengthen 
investors’ interest.

He also emphasised the 
need to address the issue 
of  insecurity plaguing the 
country.

On his part, the Benue 
State Commissioner for 
Finance, David Olofu, 
also blamed the Federal 
Government.

Olofu, said security 
challenges facing the 
country prevented investors 
from coming to invest in the 
state in 2021.

He stated, “It is obvious 
that insecurity prevented 
many states from attracting 
investors in 2021. How many 
investors did the Federal 
Government attract?

“How will investors come 
even when citizens are not 
safe? How will investors 
come when citizens cannot 
themselves invest in their 
place? “

The Managing Director, 
Zamfara State Investment 
Cooperation, Dr Anas 
Hamisu  Lawal, also said 
security challenges were 
responsible for the non-
attraction of  investors in the 
state.

Hamisu maintained that 
there were several requests 
from the investors wishing 
to come to Zamfara, adding, 
“The first question they 
always ask is the security 
situation in the state.”

According to him, the 
state has currently four 
requests from investors who 
want to come to the state to 

invest, adding, “They are 
willing to invest whenever 
the security situation 
improves.”

But the Gombe 
State Commissioner for 
Information, Julius Ishaya, 
debunked the insinuation 
that the state failed to 
attract investments in 2021, 
stressing that the state 
had never had it so good 
since the administration of  
Muhammadu Yahaya.

Also, the Secretary to the 
Plateau State Government, 
Prof  Danladi  Atu, 
dismissed the NBS claim 
as untrue and urged the 
Federal Government agency 
to always verify its facts.

But the Special Adviser to 
the Enugu State Governor 
on Information, who also 
oversees the Ministry of  
Information, Mr Steve 
Oruruo, told one of  our 
correspondents on the 
telephone that the state had 
been working assiduously to 
create a stable and secured 
environment for businesses 
to thrive, and that had placed 
the state as the most secured 
state in the South- East.

The JNI, in a statement 
by its Secretary-General, 
Dr Khalid Abubakar-Aliyu,  
condemned the recent attack 
on the Abuja-Kaduna rail 
and warned that Nigeria was 

heading towards multiple 
chaos.

It stated, “To say the 
least Jama’atu Nasril Islam 
(JNI) is agonised and short 
of  words to express herself  
over the gory incident of  the 
infamous train attack which 
happened on Monday, 
March 28, 2022.

“The well-orchestrated 
incident remains highly 
condemnable, reprehensible 
and upsetting to every 
rational mind. It appears that 
the continuous callous acts of  
mayhem, killings and arson 
happening almost on daily 
or weekly bases around us; 
either within communities 
and/or on the roads we ply, 
have automatically reset our 
human psyche that we now 
have accepted such dastardly 
acts as part of  our lives, to 
the extent that we no longer 
feel them. The humanity in 
us is slowly being eroded 
thereby making us adapt 
to the new normal within 
which we, unfortunately, 
found ourselves.”

Catholic bishops in a 
statement by the National 
Directorate of  Social 
Communications, Catholic 
Secretariat of  Nigeria, in  
Abuja, said the security 
apparatus lacked intelligence 
or the ability to fight and 
defeat terrorists in our 
nation.

“Nigerians are sick of  
flimsy excuses and bogus 
promises of  the government 
to deal withterrorists,”  they 
added.

The News Agency of  
Nigeria reported that the 
Christian Association 
of  Nigeria, Northern 
chapter,  called on the 
President, Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
to summon a meeting of  
northern stakeholders to 
proffer solutions to the 
challenges of  insecurity in 
the north.

Reverend Yakubu Pam, 
Chairman of  CAN of  19 
northern states including 
the Federal Capital 
Territory, made the call 
while declaring open the 
association’s 2022 first 
quarter National Executive 
Meeting on Monday in 
Abuja.

Pam also urged the 
President to seek assistance 
from former heads of  state 
in addressing the insecurity 
in the region.

Continued from pg. 10

Sheikh Muhammad Khalid
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Lady commits suicide over N30m investment
in Chinmark Group ponzi scheme

News

Ohanaeze faults purchase of presidential
nomination forms for aspirants

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
worldwide has 
alerted Nigeri-

ans to be wary of  what it 
termed the dramatic in-
crease in the purchases of  
Presidential nomination 
forms of  political parties 
for politicians in contests 
for 2023. The apex Igbo 
socio-cultural group de-
scribed the situation as a 
subterfuge, a deceitful trick 
now in vogue aimed at ri-
diculously mocking the in-
telligence of  Nigerians.

Mazi Okechukwu Isigu-
zoro, Secretary-General 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide said that it is ridic-
ulous to read that some 
youths are buying forms 
for aspirants who have 
presidential ambition. 
He said that no Nigerian 
youth can afford to pay 
exorbitant fees for politi-
cians who have destroyed 
the future of  the younger 
generation with huge defi-
cits and debts, external 
borrowing and ‘squan-
dermania’ of  the nation’s 
Treasury. Isiguzoro said 
that Nigeria has the right 

A 
Nigerian lady simply 
identified as Nuella, 
has ended her life af-

ter Chinmark, a Ponzi scheme 
disguised as an investment 
company crashed. Chin-
mark founded by Marksman 
Chinedu Ijiomah and popu-
larized by Amanda Chisom 
Eze, a known influencer on 
Facebook was reported to 
have crashed with investors’ 
funds running into billions of 
naira.

Findings reveled that Nuel-
la invested N30 million of  her 
husband’s life savings without 
his consent. When news fil-
tered in that Chinmark Group 
was a scam and has folded 
up like other Ponzi schemes 
in the past, Nuella made ef-
forts to get her money back 
from Marksman Ijiomah, 
the founder of  the Pyramid 

Scheme, but all her efforts 
proved abortive. She took to a 
WhatsApp group created for 
Chinmark Group investors to 
disclose she was going to take 
her life if  she doesn’t get her 
money back.

“If  anything happens to 
me, my blood is on Chinedu’s 
head,” Nuella wrote as she 
exited the group when it be-
came obvious she wasn’t go-
ing to get her money back.

She was, however, later res-
cued and taken to the hospi-
tal, with Mr. Charles Awuzie, 
with a verified Facebook ac-
count posting her account de-
tails and soliciting assistance 
for her. Sadly, the lady has 
now kept her words as news 
broke Monday night that she 
has ended it all.

In a post on his page on 
Monday night, Awuzie 

Imo State Governor, Sen. Hope Uzodimma (left), with the Provost Federal College of Education 
Technical Isu, Ebonyi State, Prof Okey Reuben Okechukwu when the latter paid a courtesy call on 
the Governor at Government House, Owerri on Monday.

wrote:
“Nuella – the lady who 

invested her family’s money 
with you and attempted su-
icide last month because of 
you.. Well, she couldn’t han-
dle the disappointment and 
she left the world today. I did 
my best to avoid a possible 
Chinmark bloodshed…

I was called names, de-
famed and dragged for try-
ing to stop bloodshed… The 
court and the blood of  those 
I tried to save will vindicate 
me at the right time. As I type 
this, there are more wom-
en in my inbox telling me 
that they may not make it… 
Nothing has broken me like 
the death of  Nuella.. I didn’t 
know much about her until 
I learnt about her attempted 
su’icide… She was so selfless 
that she wanted to give my 

gift to her to Chinmark vic-
tims who are in more need. 
It was because of  her that I 
squeezed out more funds to 
support pregnant victims. No 
woman has challenged my 
conscience like Nuella did in 
the few moments I engaged 
with her. Chinmark, you have 
caused an irredeemable loss. 
You have broken the hearts 
that trusted you. You have 
drank the blood of  the poor. 
Dear Red king, you have been 
stained with red blood. Is this 
a coincidence? My heart is 
broken…. But this is the end 
of  Ponzi schemes in Nigeria. 
At this point, we will activate 
every tool available to us to 
bring those who killed Nuella 
to justice. Hashtag – #Justi-
ce4Nuella #ShutdownPonzi 
#ShutdownRedKillers Rest 
in Peace Nuella. There will be 
no peace for those who killed 
you.”

About 5000 indignant inves-
tors had called out the Chief 
Executive Officer, CEO, of 
the Chinmark Group, Marks-
man Ijiomah, over unpaid 
funds invested in the compa-
ny in spite of  the many dead-
lines given for refund. For 
weeks, the aggrieved investors 
have launched trials on social 
media, dragging Marksman 
Ijiomah, Chisom, Gwam-
nishu and all other brand 
ambassadors who promoted 
the company on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and other 
social media platforms since 
they began operations.

It was learnt that the inves-
tors made payments running 
into billions under a contrac-
tual agreement that the com-
pany would on a monthly 
basis pay a flavour-packed Re-
turn of  Investment to them.

Anambra residents still in grief over 2 
FRSC officers killed by gunmen
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

I
ndigenes of  Ezinifite, 
Aguata local government 
area of  Anambra State 

are still in shock following 
the unwarranted killing of 
two Federal Road Safety of-
ficers by unknown gunmen 
during the weekend. News 
Echo learnt that the officers 
were attacked at the popular 
Umuezedibia junction, Ifite, 
Ezinifite, in the afternoon of 
Sunday, 3rd April, accord-
ing to sources, the assailants 
shot two officers dead at the 
spot where one who tried to 

escape was injured, although 
receiving treatment at an un-
disclosed hospital. 

Confirming the report, 
Corps Public Education Of-
ficer, Federal Road Safety 
Corps Headquarters, Abuja, 
Assistant Corps Marshal, 
Bisi Kazeem fsi in a press 
statement made available 
to newsmen said “A team 
of  Patrol Operatives of  the 
Federal Road Safety Corps 
comprising of  an Officer, a 
driver and two other staff  on 
patrol operations have been 
attacked by unknown gun-
men leading to the death of 
two personnel with one sus-

Rainstorm renders indigenes, 
residents in Imo community 
homeless

R
esidents and in-
digenes of  Umu-
okealum Amukachi 

in Akabo Ikeduru Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State have been rendered 
homeless with property 
worth millions washed after 
heavy downpours in the ear-
ly hours of  Monday.

Over 50 houses, including 
five boreholes, cars, elec-
tronics and household items 
were submerged in the flood.

The fences of  St Michael’s 
Catholic Church Akabo and 
Akabo High School also 
collapsed. The rain sacked 
several residents, particularly 
those living along the Eke-
mele Axis on Owerri-Okig-
we road and rendered them 
homeless as they battled to 
savage their soaked proper-
ties.

Items such as mattresses, 
foams, kitchen utensils and 
clothes were washed away as 
a result of  the heavy down-
pour. A pensioner, Mrs. Ra-
chel Owulezi, who was full 
of  tears, said she was pre-
paring to bury her husband 
later this month before the 
incident.

The flood, she said, flood-
ed her entire house and dam-
aged all they have bought for 
the ceremony including their 
certificates.

Mrs. Helen Odunze and 
her son, Nnamdi Odunze, 
expressed their grief  at what 
the flood from the poorly 
constructed drainage caused 
in their house as all their 
electronics, clothing and 
other household items were 
destroyed.

Kingsley Owulezi, a civil 
engineer, complained they 
had earlier approached the 
Craneburg Construction 
Company handling the road 
construction in the area on 
the need to channel flood 
away from the Community, 
but their complaints were 
not heard, adding that the 
drainage failure was respon-
sible for the havoc caused by 
the flood.

An aged woman wept bit-
terly concerning the flood 
from the drainage.

She called on the govern-
ment and the construction 
company to come to her aid 
as all she has laboured all to 
acquire over the years had 
been destroyed.

taining severe injuries”.
“The Patrol team were 

conducting routine patrol 
operations today Sunday, 03 
April, 2022 at about 2:45 pm 
along Igbo-Uku- Uga route 
in Anambra State when the 
armed men opened fire at 
them killing two of  the Corps 
personnel with one escaping 
into the bush and the team 
leader rushed to the hospital 
after sustaining severe inju-
ries from the attack”.

However, our Correspond-
ent who interviewed some of 
the residents noted that since 
the incidence, some of  them 
rarely engage in social gather-

ings or late night movement. 
Mrs Nwaokoye, a food 

vendor, stated that she could 
no longer sell food around 
the Umuezedibia junction 
as fear of  being attacked by 
stray bullet runs through her 
mind each time. 

Another business man 
at the junction who simply 
identified himself  as Ebu-
ka condemned the dastard-
ly act perpetrated by these 
evil men. He informed that 
since the killing on Sunday, 
you nearly see young boys 
outside as a result of  fear of 
being arrested by security op-
eratives. 

...Urges Ndigbo to see 2023 as 
important time to make change

to prevail over egotistical 
leaders, with the signing of  
the new electoral law, and 
hope for credible elections 
and a transparent transi-
tion process, it is time for 
massive registration of  
voters cards by Nigerians 
especially Ndigbo.

“We are bestowed with 
the obligations to update 
our people scattered across 
the country in 774 LGAs, 
that there is fresh hope 
that your votes will count 
in 2023.
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Ikpeazu receives Abiriba Traditional
Rulers, approves Amanta road construction

News

Buhari lauded over establishment of
Federal College of Education (Technical) 
Isu, Ebonyi State
G

overnor of  Imo State, 
Sen. Hope Uzodim-
ma has lauded Pres-

ident Muhammadu Buhari’s 
Special Education Policy that 
saw the South East benefiting 
from the establishment of  the 
Federal College of  Education 
Technical at Isu in Ebonyi 
State in 2019.

 The Governor expressed 
the gratitude to the President 
when he received the Prov-
ost of  the College and his 
Principal Officers who paid a 
courtesy visit on him at Gov-
ernment House, Owerri on 
Monday.

Governor Uzodimma said 
“the College of  Education is 
a very good boost not only to 
educational potentials in the 
South East region but will go 
a long way in closing the gap 
in tertiary institution admis-
sions, address the problem of 
unemployment in the region 
and stimulate the economy 
because of  other activities 
that will be generated from 
the operations of  the Institu-
tion.”

He appealed to those from 
the region to support the 
smooth take-off  and suste-
nance of  the institution as 
government, whether  Feder-
al or State, cannot fund edu-
cation alone. 

He canvassed the need for 

Corporate bodies and individ-
uals to rally round the Princi-
pal Officers of  the school for 
the smooth take-off.

Governor Uzodimma as-
sured that his government 
will seek further discussions 
with the College’s authori-
ties on possible specific areas 
of  support by the  Imo State 
government for a smooth 
take-off  while enjoining the 
team to work hard to achieve 
success.

 “Count on us and the State 
as partners,” he said, express-
ing confidence in the capacity 
of  the Provost to stay afloat 
even in the face of  turbulence 
that may herald the com-
mencement of  the institution. 

In an address he presented 
to the Governor,  the Prov-
ost of  the Federal College 
of  Education Technical Isu, 
Ebonyi State, Professor Okey 
Reuben Okechukwu said 
they were on a campaign that 
would take them round the 
five States of  the South East, 
to solicit cooperation and as-
sistance as the institution for-
mally takes off  October this 
year as one of  the six newly 
established Federal Colleges 
of  Education by President 
Buhari in September, 2019 for 
the six geopolitical zones.

Prof. Okechukwu recalled 
the several mandates and 

tasks assigned to them that 
include drawing up academic 
programmes, laying the time-
table in line with national ter-
tiary education calendar and 
sourcing students for admis-
sion accordingly.

He acknowledged the mag-
nanimity of  Mr. President in 
approving one billion Naira 
(N1billion) as take-off  grant 
to be sourced from the Tet-
fund Intervention Fund, say-
ing the College was optimistic 
the money will be released in 
record time to enable the au-
thorities implement her pro-

grammes.
He specifically thanked 

Governor Uzodimma for his 
efforts while in the Senate 
and other patriotic South East 
leaders who fought for the 
College to come to the South 
East region and for them to 
be appointed as Principal Of-
ficers of  the College.

He informed the Governor 
of  the assistance the College 
has already received from 
Ebonyi, the host State, to in-
clude land allocation, tempo-
rary site, some school blocks 
for administrative take-off 

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu has described 
the people of  Abiriba 

as a people with a great and 
proud heritage whose support 
he has enjoyed since 2015, 
and that he deeply cherishes 
the special bonds he shares 
with them.

The Governor was speak-
ing at the Governor’s Lodge 
Aba when he received in au-
dience a delegation of  Abir-
iba Traditional and Political 
Leaders led by the Paramount 
Ruler of  Abiriba Kingdom 
and the Enachoken of  Abir-
iba, Eze Barrister Kalu Kalu 
Ogbu.

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
told them that he is grateful to 
the people of  Abiriba for the 
full support they have always 
given to him and informed 
them that all Abiriba sons 
and daughters who work 
with him in different areas of 
government have been very 
exemplary and trustworthy.

The Governor stated that 
he won’t have any hesitation 
at all in appointing Abiriba 
indigenes into high positions 
because they are dedicated 
and hardworking. He also 
said that the two sons of 
Abiriba who are in the State 
House of  Assembly are his 
allies.

He directed the Commis-
sioner for Works to ensure 
that work commences on 
the Amanta Road which he 
promised to build in honor of 
the Late Ezeogo Dr Anagha 
Ezikpe at his burial, and oth-
er projects.

He also promised to look 
favorably on their request for 
the appointment of  an indi-
gene of  Abiriba as Permanent 
Secretary in the State Public 
Service.

On the request by the Abir-
iba Communal Improvement 
Union for official authority 
to commence the rehabili-
tation and redesign of  the 

Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia State, with Abiriba traditional rulers.

among others.  
For commencement of  full 

academic programmes the 
Provost enumerated myriad 
of  challenges to include hos-
tel accommodation, micro 
teaching laboratory, work-
shops and technical labora-
tories, ICT centre, transporta-
tion and others. 

On what Imo State hopes 
to gain from the institution as 
one of  the States of  the South 
East, the Provost said they 
include employment, project 
development and students ad-
mission at the College which 

will be on pro-rata basis.
Four Schools, he said, had 

been approved for initial take-
off  by the National Council 
for Colleges of  Education.

They include: School of 
Education and General Stud-
ies; School of  Secondary Ed-
ucation Technical; School Of 
Secondary Education Scienc-
es; and School of  Education 
Vocational.

The Provost was accompa-
nied on the visit by the Regis-
trar of  the College,  Dr. Linus 
Nnamani, and the Bursar , 
Mr Offor Nwode Ojeh.

Enuda High School, Abir-
iba, the Governor said that 
he won’t stand against any 
such request and assured that 
he would carefully study the 
documents presented and re-
vert in a matter of  days.

Earlier, Leader of  the del-
egation and Enachoken of 
Abiriba, His Majesty Eze 
Kalu Kalu Ogbu who is the 
First Deputy Chairman of  the 
Abia State Council of  Tradi-
tional Rulers told the Gover-
nor that the leadership of  the 
Abiriba Kingdom came to 
express their deep gratitude to 
the Governor for his positive 
disposition towards Abiriba 
and her people.

The Monarch said that the 
latest appointment of  their 
illustrious son, Chief  Mba 
Ukariwo as Pro Chancellor 
and Chairman of  the Gov-
erning Council of  the Abia 
State University is yet anoth-
er demonstration of  the love 
the Governor has for Abiriba 
Kingdom.

He said that the people of 
Abiriba are strong allies of 
the Governor and will con-
tinue to support him and his 
administration.

He used the opportunity to 
remind the Governor of  his 
promise to fix the Amanta 
road in Abiriba in honor of 
the Late Ezeogo Dr Anagha 
Ezikpe and also requested the 
Governor to kindly approve 
the appointment of  an Abir-
iba indigene as a Permanent 
Secretary in the State Public 
Service.

He thanked the Governor 
for fulfilling every promise 
he has made to the people of 
Abiriba.

Also speaking, the new Pro 
Chancellor and Chairman of 
the Governing Council of  the 
Abia State University, Chief 
Mba Ukariwo thanked the 
Governor for finding him fit 
for such appointment and as-
sured him of  his total dedica-
tion to the assignment.

Uzodimma assures Nollywood stars 
of support ahead of BON award

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State  
has assured Nolly-

wood Stars that the Govern-
ment will do its best to sup-
port and encourage them as 
they prepare for their forth-
coming Best of  Nollywood 
(BON) Awards scheduled 
for Owerri, the Imo State 
capital in December 2022. 

He gave the assurance on 
Monday, April 4, 2022 when 
the Executives of  BON 
Award paid a courtesy call 
on him at the New Execu-
tive Council Chamber Gov-
ernment House Owerri.

The Governor thanked 
them for choosing Imo State 
for this year’s event, noting 
that it was heartwarming to 
note that a poll of  Imo indi-
genes are in the Nollywood 
Industry.

 “So Government will 
continue to support them to 
achieve their primary objec-
tives.” 

Earlier in his speech, the 
leader of  the delegation, 
Oluwaseun Oloketuyi who 
is the Executive Producer of 
Best of  Nollywood Award 

had informed the Governor 
of  their forthcoming Media 
Award in December this 
year and the choice of  Ow-
erri as venue.

He said they came to pres-
ent the hosting right letter to 
the Governor and to appreci-
ate him for the good work he 
is doing in the State.

He noted that “Best of  No-
llywood Award is a travelling 
award that will take you to 
different places of  the feder-
ation which normally takes 
place every December.”

Oloketuyi noted that this 
is BON award 14th year and 
the second time they are 
coming to South East, not-
ing that they have been to 
several states of  the federa-
tion like Ogun, Kano, Kogi, 
Abia, Rivers and others for 
the Award programme.

He said they decided to 
come to Imo State because 
“the history and story of  No-
llywood will not be complete 
without mention of  Imo 
State because there are lots 
of  Imo indigenes who have 
done well in the industry.”
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Economic activities under threat, no thanks to Russia-Ukraine war.

R
ussia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has further 
dampened the economic 
prospects for develop-

ing countries in east Asia and the 
Pacific, meaning lower economic 
growth and higher poverty in the 
region this year, the World Bank 
has warned.

The Ukraine factor came on top 
of  the existing risks that the region 
– home to 2.1 billion people and 
stretching from China to Papua 
New Guinea - has been facing in 
recent years. They included the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the 
financial tightening in the United 
States, and the pandemic resur-
gence amid China’s zero Covid 
policies.

China, which accounts for 86% 
of  regional output, is forecast to 
expand 5% in 2022, 0.4 of  a per-
centage point less than the World 
Bank’s October estimate. But in 
the Bank’s downside scenario, the 
world’s second-largest economy 
could grow at just 4%.

The report covers the economies 
of  23 developing countries in the 
East Asia and Pacific region but 
not those of  developed countries 
such as Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore or Japan.

Even before the war in Ukraine, 
Beijing had been tackling Covid 
shocks to its economy and dealing 
with existing vulnerabilities in its 
real estate sector.

In last month’s annual political 
gatherings, China’s ruling Com-
munist party set its GDP growth 
target at “around 5.5%” this year. 
In recent weeks, however, as the 
war in Ukraine continued to rage 
and Omicron led the country’s big-
gest city, Shanghai, to lock down, 
economists have expressed con-
cerns.

In its latest regional econom-
ic update, entitled Braving the 
Storms, the World Bank said that 
while commodity producers and 

fiscally prudent countries may be 
better equipped to weather external 
shocks, the repercussions of  recent 
events will dampen the growth 
prospects of  most in the region, 
which is projected to grow by 5% - 
down from its October estimate of 
5.4%.

But this is just the most-probable 
scenario, the Bank said. Growth 
may slow to 4% if  global condi-
tions worsen and national policy 
responses are weaker, it added. 
Countries such as Indonesia, Viet-
nam, Malaysia and the Philippines 
are all estimated to grow for over 
5%, but a few percentage points 
less in the downside scenario.

“The question is what the gov-
ernments can do,” Aaditya Mattoo, 
Chief  Economist of  the East Asia 
and Pacific Region of  the World 
Bank, told the Guardian. “These 
shocks are on top of  existing chal-
lenges for the region’s economies, 

Ukraine war to slow economic growth and 
drive up poverty in Asia – World Bank warns

The economic impact of the Shanghai lockdown

F
rom Tesla’s giga factory to 
a huge Disney resort, many 
multinational companies have 

their Chinese foothold in Shang-
hai. But in recent days the usually 
bustling financial centre has been 
stopped in its tracks after a spike in 
Coronavirus cases.

With little notice, officials im-
posed two staggered waves of  lock-
downs on the city’s more than 26m 
residents. The eastern side of  Shang-
hai has just been through four days 
of  tight restrictions. The western 
part began its four-day isolation on 
1 April.

The latest round of  quarantining 
is China’s largest since the corona-
virus outbreak was first identified in 
Wuhan at the end of  2019.

This lockdown could turn out to 
be particularly costly for the world’s 
second largest economy.

As well as being a major focus of 
the financial industry, Shanghai is a 
hub for semiconductor, electronics 

and car manufacturing. It is also the 
world’s busiest shipping port.

Xu Tianchen, China economist 
for the Economist Intelligence Unit 
said short-term supply chain disrup-
tions will have an impact on China’s 
economy as a whole.

“There will also be ripple effects 
elsewhere because of  the intercon-
nectedness between Shanghai and 
other regions of  China, especially 
the manufacturing hub of  the Yang-
tze River Delta,” he said.

On a more local level, the city 
known for its high-end storefronts 
like Gucci and Louis Vuitton has 
already seen consumer spending 
slump.

Lost business at retailers, hotels, 
and restaurants could directly cost 
Shanghai 3.7% of  its annual Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), accord-
ing to Mr Xu.

GDP is a key measure of  the 
health, or otherwise, of  an economy.

The Chinese government has set 

a target for the country’s GDP to 
grow by 5.5% this year. But some 
analysts have said it will struggle to 
meet that goal.

At the end of  last week, data 
pointed to a slowdown in March for 
China’s manufacturing and services 
sectors.

It came after the technology hub 
Shenzhen and Jilin in China’s in-
dustrial north-east last month also 
faced lockdowns so that officials 
could conduct mass coronavirus 
testing and try to curb the spread of 
the highly transmissible Omnicron 
variant of  Covid-19.

“We have seen PMI data, which 
shows that both manufacturing 
and services sectors are actually hit 
hard. And that has not included the 
Shanghai lockdown. So I think qual-
itatively we’re seeing more down-
side pressure for the first and second 
quarters of  GDP data,” according 
to Peiqian Liu, China economist for 
NatWest Markets.

and the scope for both fiscal and 
monetary policies are shrinking, 
too.”

Mattoo worries that such vola-
tilities will have a concrete impact 
on millions of  households in the 
region. Some eight million people 
in the region fell back into poverty 
line during the pandemic, and they 
will see real incomes shrink even 
further as prices soar and purchas-
ing power decreases.

The World Bank report warned: 
“Indebted governments, who have 
seen their debt as a share of  GDP 
increase by 10 percentage points 
since 2019, will struggle to provide 
economic support. Increased in-
flation, at least 1 percentage point 
above previous expectations due 
to the oil price shock alone, will 
shrink room for monetary easing.”

The succession of  shocks means 
that the growing economic pain 
of  the people will have to face the 

Inflation fears force Americans
to rethink financial choices

S
urging inflation has Americans 
reconsidering how they spend 
their money.

The Consumer Price Index, which 
measures a wide-ranging basket of 
goods and services, jumped 7.9% 
in February from 12 months prior. 
Prices are going up on everything 
from the food you put on the table 
to the gas that powers your car.

That’s weighing heavily on peo-
ple’s minds, with 48% thinking 
about rising prices all the time, ac-
cording to a CNBC + Acorns In-
vest in You survey, conducted by 
Momentive. The online poll was 
conducted March 23-24 among a 
national sample of  3,953 adults.

Three-quarters are worried that 
higher prices will force them to re-
think their financial choices in the 
coming months, the survey found.

Inflation is costing the average 
U.S. household an additional $296 
per month, according to a Moody’s 
Analytics analysis. Experts expect it 
to get worse before it gets better.

Still, there hasn’t been a signifi-
cant impact on consumer spending, 
although retail sales grew at a slower 
pace than expected in February.

The biggest area people have cut 
back on is dining out, with 53% 
saying they’ve done so, according 
to the survey. They are also driving 
less and canceling monthly subscrip-
tions, among other things.

If  higher prices persist, dining out, 
driving and trips or vacations are the 

top three areas Americans plan to 
cut back on even more.

To be sure, the past year has been 
difficult for many. Fully 52% said 
they are under more financial stress 
than a year ago. They are most con-
cerned about gas prices, housing 
costs and food costs. In the last year, 
gas spiked 38%, shelter rose 4.7% 
and food prices increased 7.9%.

Meanwhile, a bulk of  Americans 
are unhappy with the response from 
the White House, with 61% disap-
proving of  the way President Joe 
Biden is handling inflation.

The current environment has a 
majority of  Americans concerned 
about an economic recession, with 
81% of  respondents believing one is 
likely to happen this year.

“People are definitely on edge,” 
said Moody’s Analytics’ chief  econ-
omist Mark Zandi. “Recession risks 
are high.”

He puts the odds at 1 in 3 and ris-
ing.

Inflation was brought on by the 
pandemic, which scrambled sup-
ply chains and labor markets, and 
worsened by the Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine, which impacted gas and 
food prices, Zandi explained.

“If  that diagnosis is correct, as the 
pandemic fades and as we get the 
other side of  the fallout of  the Rus-
sian invasion, inflation should mod-
erate,” he said.

However, consumers will be in for 
some more pain in the near term, as 
inflation continues, Zandi said.

shrinking financial capacity of 
their governments, Mattoo said. 
“A combination of  fiscal, financial 
and trade reforms could mitigate 
risks, revive growth and reduce 
poverty.”

They include: 1) enhancing the 
efficiency of  fiscal policy for recov-
ery and growth; 2) strengthening 

macro-prudential policies to mit-
igate risks from global financial 
tightening; 3) reforming trade-re-
lated policies in goods and, espe-
cially, in still-protected services 
sectors, to benefit from the shifting 
landscape in global trade; and 4) 
reforming policy while encourag-
ing diffusion of  technology. 



h e  E b o n y i  TGovernment says it 
has pardoned and 

will release 31 under-aged 
detainees at the correctional 
service remand home, over 
their involvement in the 
fratricidal Ezza/ Ezza-
Effium conflict.

Gov. David Umahi 
disclosed this in Abakaliki 
while swearing-in a new 
j u d g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
C u s t o m a r y  C o u r t  o f  
Appea l ,  Jus t i ce  Paul  
Awada.

Umahi said that the 
State Executive Council 
deliberated on the issue and 
decided to pardon the 

h e  P r i n c i p a l  o f  TC o m m u n i t y 
Secondary School, 

Okuru Ama, in Port Harcourt 
City Local Government Area 
of  Rivers State, Sylvanus Toby 
has been arraigned before a 
Magistrate Court sitting in 
Port Harcourt on 2 counts of  
conspiracy and criminality.

To b y  a n d  S i ye o f o r i 
Godspower,  who i s  the 
Community Development 
Committee Chairman of  the 
Okuru Ama, as well as others 
now at large, were alleged to 
have “beaten up” one Blessing 
O b a ,  a  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e 
Secondary School over her 
comment s  on  the  Wes t 
African Examination Council 
f e e s  b e i n g  p a i d  b y  t h e 
students.

According to the charge, 
the Principal, Toby, was 
alleged to have hired the CDC 
Chairman and others to beat 
up Oba after she complained 

nstag ram ce lebr i ty, IPascal Okechukwu aka 
Cubana Chief  Priest has 

regained freedom after he 
allegedly spent six days in 
custody of  the Economic 
a n d  F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s 
Commission (EFCC).

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
investigation by The Nation, 
EFCC operatives arrested 
the socialite at the Nnamdi 
Az ik iwe  In te r na t iona l 
A i r p o r t  i n  A b u j a  l a s t 
Wednesday.

The development forced 
him not to return birthday 
wishes, which kept flowing 
in on his Instagram page on 
Saturday.

Confirming his release 
from EFCC net, Cubana 
Chie f  Pr ie s t  wro te  on 
Instagram: “@officialefcc 
Tested Ok…Thank You 
Fam…I Will Never Forget, 
What Doesn't Kill You 

Makes You Stronger, Make 
U n a  R e s e n d  A l l  M y 
B i r t h d a y … W i s h e s 
#DrEzeMuo”.

Cubana Chief  Priest was 
recently appointed as Special 
Adviser to Imo Governor on 
social media influence and 
social events management.

The socialite is known 
for displaying opulence on 
social media.

a b o u t  t h e  WA E C  f e e s 
allegedly being collected by 
the principal after the state 
government had reportedly 
paid for all the candidates.

The defendants were 
a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  a l s o 
threatened to kill the claimant 
after collecting her ATM card 
and mobile phone worth 
N82,000 naira, as well as her 
leather pouch valued at 
N5000.

Chief  Magistrate, Amadi 
N n a  a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o 
arguments by the prosecution 
and defense counsels on the 
issue of  bail, granted the 
accused bail in the sum of  
N300,000, with 2 sureties who 
must deposit  2 passpor t 
photographs.

The Chief  Magistrate 
also ordered that the Principal 
must produce the second 
accused person on the next 
adjourned date of  April 6, 
2022.

detainees as normalcy has 
returned to the area.

“These  under -aged  
detainees were recruited by 
stakeholders of  the area and 
armed with sophisticated 
weapons such as AK-47 
rifles.

“I did not hesitate to 
order for their detention 
since January but they have 
shown good conduct since 
then,” he said.

The governor said that 
Awada's swearing-in was 
delayed because he hailed 
from the community which 
had lost several indigenes 
and property due to the 
conflict.

“ W e  w o u l d  b e  
attracting God's wrath if  
he was sworn-in then, but 
can do so now as normalcy 
has returned to the area.

“The two protagonists 
whose interests sparked 
t h e  w a r – t h e  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a  
chairman and the house of  
a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r  
representing the area, have 
also been granted bail,” he 
said.

ttorney-General 

Aof  the Federation 
( A G F )  a n d 

Justice Minister Abubakar 
Malami has cautioned a 
Federal High Court (FHC) 
in Abuja against granting 
bail to suspended Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police 
(DCP) Abba Kyari in his 
ongoing extradition case.

Malami, in a counter-
a f f i d av i t  t o  t h e  b a i l 
application by Kyari, said 
the embattled officer could 
abscond if  his request was 
granted.

H e a d ,  C e n t r a l 
Authority Unit (CAU) of  
the Federal Ministry of  
Justice, Akutah Ukeyima, 
sa id  in  a  suppor t ing 
written address, that the 
embattled officers could 
face no less than 20 years 
i n  j a i l  i f  t r i e d  a n d 
convicted in the United 
States (US).

In his affidavit, the 
AGF  told the court that 
Kyari was being untruthful 
about his health going by 
the fact that the medical 
report he 'parades' was 
issued three years ago.

M a l a m i  h a d  l a s t 
month applied to the court 
for an order permitting the 
surrender of  Kyari to the 
U S  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r 
p r o s e c u t i o n  o v e r  a 
criminal indictment said 
to be pending against him.

Before the April 27 
fixed by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo for the hearing of  
t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n 
application, Kyari applied 
for bail,  claiming il l-
health.

But, in his counter-
affidavit, Malami told the 
court there was nothing to 
show at the moment that 
Kyari still  suffers the 
ailment he claims.

He said: “The medical 
r e p o r t s  a t t a c h e d  i n 
support of  the affidavit of  
the respondent are issued 
in respect of  a medical 
condition that occurred in 

2019 over three and half  
years  ago.  “There  i s 
nothing to show that the 
respondent still suffers 
from the same ailment 
today. “There is nothing to 
g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e 
respondent/applicant will 
not interfere with the case 
as he may abscond before 
the outcome of  the case.”

The AGF reminded 
the court that the issue 
before it was “  simply to 
determine whether or not 
the respondent/applicant 
should be extradited to 
face trial in the US based 
on the evidence” before it.

“ T h e  a p p l i c a n t  
(Kyari) will jump bail at 
the slightest opportunity 
and will frustrate this 
honourable court from 
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h i s 
a p p l i c a t i o n  j u s t l y, 
judiciously and speedily,” 
the AGF said.

The Head of    CAU in 
the Justice Ministry, Mr 
Ukeyima, told the court 
that the documents against 
K y a r i    “ a r e  s o 
overwhelming.”  

He said: “It is a felony 
and a serious offence at 
that: conspiracy to commit 
wire fraud, conspiracy to 
c o m m i t  m o n e y 
laundering, aggravated 
identity theft and aiding 
a n d  a b e t t i n g .  “ T h e 
maximum punishment for 
t h e s e  o f f e n c e s  u p o n 
conviction in the US 
carries a maximum of  20 
years each as contained in 
the various US laws.

“In Nigeria,  it is for a 
term of  10 years with an 
option of  a fine or both 
fine and imprisonment. 
His assets and properties, 
on conviction, are liable to 
forfeiture as provided 
under the Cybercrime 
(Prohibition, prevention, 
etc) Act, 2015.

“A cursory look at the 
extradition request and the 
a f f idavi t  ev idence  in 
respect of  the extradition 
application shows that the 
ev idence  aga ins t  the 
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s o 
overwhelming that the 
court's discretion should 
not be exercised in his 
favour.”

Ukeyima added that 

since extradition cases are 
purely affidavit evidence 
cases and may not really 
require a lengthy time to 
conclude, the court should 
refuse Kyari's application 
for bail in view of  the risk 
involved.

Meanwhile, Justice 
Donatus Okorowo of  the 
Federal High Court in 
Abuja has rescheduled the 
hearing for June 14 in a 
su i t  by  a  g roup,  the 
Incorporated Trustees of  
N o r t h e r n  P e a c e 
F o u n d a t i o n  ( N P F ) , 
seeking to stop Kyari's 
extradition.

The group, in the suit, 
m a r k e d : 
FHC/ABJ/CS/854/2021
, argued that extradition of  
the suspended officer 
w o u l d  a m o u n t  t o  a 
violation of  his rights.

Parties to the case filed 
on Monday by Kayode 
Ajulo were absent when it 
was called.

Okorowo, who had 
once threatened to strike 
out the suit for lack of  
d i l igent  prosecut ion, 
adjourned till June 14.  

According to reports, 
the Deputy Governor, Dr 
Kelechi Igwe had earlier 
led some top government 
officials to visit the 
detainees at the remand 
home, Abakaliki.

I g w e  w h i l e  
interrogating the detainees 
commended them for their 
good conduct during their 
stay at the home and 
admonished them to shun 

even persons have 

Sbeen arrested by the 
police for planting 

Indian hemp on a large 
expanse of  land in Ogun 
State.

Police said the land 
was discovered on April 2, 
having been cultivated for 
the planting of  Indian 
hemp.

It was gathered that 
seven suspects were met 
planting the seeds and they 
were all apprehended by 
the police.

Ogun State  Pol ice 
Public Relations Officer 
( P P R O ) ,  A b i m b o l a 
Oyeyemi, identified the 
suspects as Nelson Enu, 
Samuel  Paul ,  Patr ick 
Emmanuel, Ekioya Joe, 
E n d u r a n c e  E l i o b e , 

M o n d a y  O k o r o  a n d 
Stanley Ogejiagba, saying 
they were all arrested 
f o l l o w i n g  c r e d i b l e 
intelligence gathered by 
p o l i c e m e n  a t  I s a r a 
division.

T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e 
informed that the suspects 
had cultivated the land for 
planting Indian hemp at 
Lokuta vil lage, Remo 
North Local Government 
Area of  Ogun.

“ T h e  i n t e l l i ge n c e 
further revealed that the 
suspects were threatening 
the lives of  the villagers 
who did not initially know 
what they wanted to use 
the cultivated land for, for 
daring to disturb them 
while the planting was 
going on,” Oyeyemi said in 
a statement on Tuesday.

A c t i n g  o n  t h e 

information, the DPO of  
I s a r a  d i v i s i o n ,  C S P 
Shobiyi Oluwatosin, was 
said to have mobilized to 
the farm, his men, who 
were supported by local 
vigilantes; adding that that 
was  where  the  seven 
suspects were nabbed.

The PPRO hinted that 
five bags of  suspected 
Indian hemp seeds were 
r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e 
suspects, stating that two 
bags of  the seeds had 
already been planted.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Commissioner of  Police, 
L a n r e  B a n k o l e ,  h a s 
ordered the immediate 
transfer of  the suspects to 
state  CIID, Eleweran 
Abeokuta, for onward 
transfer to the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA).

acts which led to their 
incarceration.

“The government will 
liaise with your parents to 
evolve ways of  properly re-
integrating you into the 
society to be useful,” he 
said.

He also promised to 
make case for other 
inmates of  the home 
incarcerated over other 
o f f e n c e s  s u c h  a s  

defilement.
“We would however 

meet with your parents 
and those of  the victims of  
the defilement, to assuage 
their anger and pain,”

One of  the detainees 
(names withheld) begged 
the deputy governor for 
forgiveness and pledged to 
turn a new leaf. 
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Ebonyi pardons 31 under-aged detained over communal conflict

Extradition: Malami cautions court against
bail for Kyari

Principal arraigned for
beating up teacher

EFCC releases Cubana
Chief Priest after six days Seven arrested for planting Indian

hemp

Cubana Chief Priest



s part of  measures 

Ato improve security 
in the country, all 

telephone lines which 
Subscriber Identification 
Modules (SIM) not linked 
to  Nat iona l  Ident i ty  
Numbers (NIN) have been 
partially deactivated.

The deactivation order 
took ef fect  yesterday 
f o l l o w i n g  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari 's  
directive.

To effect the order, all 
outgoing calls by defaulting 
subscribers have been 
barred.

About 72.7million lines 
may be affected by the 
directive.

A joint statement by the 
Nigerian Communications 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( N C C )  
Director of  Public Affairs, 
Dr Ikechukwu Adinde and  
N a t i o n a l  I d e n t i t y  
Management Commission 
( N I M C )  D i r e c t o r  o f  
C o r p o r a t e  
C o m mu n i c a t i o n s  M r  
K a y o d e  A d e g o k e ,  
announced the decision 
yesterday.

However, there is an 
open window for defaulters 
to do so at designated 
NIMC centres nationwide.

Data made available by 

p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r,  t h e  
government has determined 
that the NIN-SIM Policy 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  c a n  
proceed, as machinery has 
already been put in place to 
ensure compliance by 
citizens and legal residents.

“The implementation 
impacts on government's 
s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g ,  
particularly in the areas of  
s e c u r i t y  a n d  s o c i o -
economic projections.

“President Buhari has 
a p p r o v e d  t h e  
implementation of  the 
policy with effect from the 
4 t h  o f  A p r i l ,  2 0 2 2 .  
Consequently, the Federal 
Government has directed all 
Telcos to strictly enforce the 
policy on all SIMs issued 

h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  TInformation and 
C u l t u r e ,  L a i 

Mohammed, has described 
the Dangote Petroleum 
Refinery as a project that 
wi l l  r evo lu t ion i se  the 
petroleum industry in not 
only Nigeria, but the rest of  
Africa by extension. 

S p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  a 
media tour of  the 650,000 
bar re ls -per -day,  $19bn 
facility at Ibeju-Lekki, 
Lagos State,  Mohammed 
said the refinery would be a 
game changer once it is fully 
operational. 

The Minister, who also 
went on tour of  the $2.5bn 
Dangote Fertiliser Plant, 
s a i d  t h e  r e f i n e r y ' s 
o p e r a t i o n s  w o u l d 
significantly boost Nigeria's 
Gross Domestic Product. 

He said, “After visiting 
the faci l i t ies,  one can 
conven ien t ly  say  tha t 
Dangote is leading Nigeria's 
industrial revolution. The 
coming into being of  such 
huge industrial complexes 
as the Dangote Fertiliser 
Company and the refinery 
were made possible by the 
enab l ing  env i ronment 
p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e 
administration of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

“Today, businesses are 
springing up in all sectors, 
thanks to a conducive 
business  environment. 
Under this Administration, 
the Presidential Enabling 
Business  Environment 
Council has implemented 
over 150 reforms, moving 
Nigeria up 39 places on the 
World Bank Doing Business 
index s ince 2016.  Mr. 
President also signed the 
Companies and All ied 

Matters Act, 2020 (CAMA 
2020) – Nigeria's most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  b u s i n e s s 
legislation in three decades. 

“The resul t  of  this 
f a v o u r a b l e  b u s i n e s s 
environment is the birth of  
new businesses such as the 
$ 2 . 5  b i l l i o n  D a n g o t e 
Fertiliser Plant that will 
produce  three  mi l l ion 
metric tonnes of  Urea every 
year; the 650,000 barrels-
per-day oil refinery due to 
open later this year; Lekki 
Deep Sea Port, one of  the 
most modern sea ports in 
West Africa; the 5,000 
barrels-per-day Modular 
Refinery in Ibigwe, Imo 
State,  and three  more 
modular refineries to be 
commissioned before May 
2023 in Edo and Bayelsa 
states just to mention a few.” 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
economic potentials of  the 
recently launched Dangote 
F e r t i l i s e r  p l a n t , 
Mohammed said prior to 
the inauguration of  the 
present administration, 
Nigeria had a fertiliser 
shor t fa l l  o f  about  3 .5 
million tonnes per annum. 

According to him, with 
t h e  u nv e i l i n g  o f  t h e 
Dangote fertiliser plant, 
N i g e r i a  i s  n o w  s e l f -

sufficient in the production 
of  urea. 

“In fact, Nigeria is now 
the leading producer of  
U r e a  i n  A f r i c a .  T h e 
Dangote Fertiliser plant is 
already exporting to the US, 
India, Brazil, Mexico and 
A r g e n t i n a .  We  w e r e 
fortunate to witness a ship 
being loaded with urea for 
export to Argentina,” he 
added. 

The minister said the 
c o n d u c i v e  b u s i n e s s 
environment created by the 
government and its support 
had enabled the coming on 
stream of  the fertiliser plant 
which was inaugurated 
recently by the president. 
He said the 650,000 barrels-
per-day refinery was due for 
opening later this year, 
adding that both projects 
would guarantee food and 
e n e r g y  s e c u r i t y  f o r 
Nigerians. 

Also speaking, Group 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r , 
Strategy, Capital Projects 
and Portfolio Development, 
D a n g o t e  I n d u s t r i e s 
Limited, Mr. Devakumar 
E d w i n ,  t h a n k e d  t h e 
government for the support 
towards the completion of  
the projects. 

h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  Tfinance, budget and 
planning, Zainab 

Ahmed, said that the N1.3 
trillion intervention fund 
the federal government 
provided for the power 
sector has not yielded any 
significant result.

On March 1, 2017, the 
federal government had 
approved the sum of  N701 
b i l l i o n  a s  a  p o w e r 
assurance guarantee fund 
for the Nigerian Bulk 
Electricity Trader (NBET) 
to pay for the electricity 
produced by the generation 
companies (GenCos) to the 
national grid for the period 
of  two years.

The fund was provided 
to tackle the monthly 
liquidity challenges faced 
b y  G e n C o s ,  a s  t h e 
distribution companies 
(DisCos) keep defaulting in 
paying for the monthly 
invo ice  o f  e l ec t r i c i ty 
received.

In a letter to President 
Muhammadu Buhari dated 
N o ve m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 , 
Zainab Ahmed, minister of  

finance, detailed how funds 
can be raised through the 
sale of  make-up gas to 
addres s  the  f inanc ia l 
challenges in the sector

.“The industry requires 
N85 billion per month to 
pay for gas, generation, 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d 
distribution operations,” 
the minister wrote.“Recent 
inter vention (between 
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 9 )  t o w a r d s 
addressing the power sector 
problem includes the 701 
billion and 600 billion 
p a y m e n t  a s s u r a n c e 
facilities (PAFs) secure 
from Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) to take care 
o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  F G 
contingent liabilities within 
the sector and which have 
not yielded significant 
result.

“Shortfalls caused by 
t h e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e 
between allowed tariffs and 
what is required for cost 
recovery cost the FGN a 
total sum of  N1.249 Billion 
between 2017 to 2019. 
These resources are more 
needed for human capital 

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
infrastructural investment. 
The above includes some 
projects like the World 
Bank loan (up to $3 billion) 
for tariff  shortfall and the 
euro 2.6 billion for the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  p o w e r 
initiative is considered to 
s u p p o r t  N i g e r i a n 
E l e c t r i c i t y  S u p p l y 
Industries (NESI).”

T h e  m i n i s t e r  a l s o 
stated how Nigeria paid 
$137 million in two years 
for gas and electricity that 
were never used in the 
“take or pay deal” the 
country entered into with 
some investors in the power 
sector.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
statement, the minister 
hailed the President, telcos 
and others “for their support 
t o w a r d s  t h e  s u c c e s s  
recorded.''

Pantami encouraged 
those yet to link their SIMs 
with NIN to visit the NIMC 
registration centres for 
enrollment.

While announcing the 
extension of  the timeline for 
the exercise in October last 
y e a r ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Government had said the 
linkage of  SIMs to NINs 
was on “an average of  three 
to four SIMs” adding that it 
was a testament to the 
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  
dedication of  the Federal 
Government, through NCC 
and the NIMC, to ensure the 
success of  the project.

NCC in February showed 
that there are 303,636,267 
connected GSM mobile 
lines in the country out of  
which 197,768,482 were 
active.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
explained that of  125 
million SIMs submitted for 
immediate linkage with 
NIN, 78 million had so far 
been issued unique NINs. 
Unique NIN is simply the 
attachment of  subscribers' 
names to their SIMs.

In the past two years, 
the govt has shifted the 
period of  the enforcement 
of  the policy to ensure that 
subscribers were captured 
in the database of   NIMC.

The statement reads: 
“On behalf  of  the Federal 
Government, the Minister 
of  Communications and 
Digital Economy, Isa Ali 
Ibrahim Pantami, has 
commended Nigerians and 
legal residents for their 
support during the exercise 
to  l ink the National  
Identification Number 
(NIN) to the Subscriber 
Identification Module 
(SIM).

“As of  date, over 125 
Million SIMs have had 
their NINs submitted for 
i m m e d i a t e  l i n k a g e ,  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  
authentication. Similarly, 
the National  Ident i ty  
Management Commission 
(NIMC) has issued over 78 
Million unique NINs till 
date.

“It would be recalled 
that President Muhammadu 
Buhari gave the directive for 
the implementation and 
commencement of  the 
exercise in December 2020, 
a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  
administration's security 
and social policies.

“The deadlines for the 
NIN-SIM linkage have been 
extended on mult ip le  
o c c a s i o n s  t o  a l l o w  
Nigerians to freely comply 
with the policy.

“ T h e  F e d e r a l  
Government also took into 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  
passionate appeals by 
several bodies- Association 
o f  L icensed  Te lecom 
Operators  o f  Niger ia  
(ALTON), civil society 
groups, professional bodies 
and a host of  others – for the 
extension of  the deadlines in 
the past.

“A c c o r d i n g ly,  M r.  
P r e s i d e n t  g r a c i o u s l y  
approved the many requests 
to extend deadlines for the 
NIN-SIM linkage. At this 

(existing and new) in 
Nigeria.

“Outgoing calls will 
subsequently be barred for 
telephone lines that have not 
complied with the NIN-
SIM linkage policy from the 
4th of  April, 2022.

“Subscribers of  such 
lines are hereby advised to 
link their SIMs to their 
NINs before the Telcos can 
lift the restriction on their 
lines. Affected individuals 
are hereby advised to 
register for their NINs at 
designated centres and 
thereafter link the NINs to 
their SIMs through the 
channels  provided by 
NIMC and the telcos, 
including the NIMC mobile 
App.”

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Page 16Wednesday 6 – Thursday 7 April, 2022

72m telephone lines partially deactivated
 ...As Fed Govt enforces NIN/SIM linkage

FG's N1.3trn electricity intervention
fund underperformed – Finance Minister

Dangote refinery 'll drive industrial
revolution in Africa –FG
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US seizes its first Russian oligarch mega 
yacht worth $90m in Putin crackdown
A 

massive $90m yacht owned 
by a Russian oligarch with 
close ties to President 

Vladimir Putin was seized Mon-
day in Spain as part of  the govern-
ment’s sanctions initiative to “seize 
and freeze” large assets linked to 
Russian elites, according to re-
ports.

The mega yacht is among the 
assets linked to Viktor Vekselberg, 
a billionaire who heads up a Mos-
cow-based conglomerate that con-
trols metals, mining and tech as-
sets, according to documents from 
the US Treasury Department.

At the Marina Real in the port of 
Palma de Mallorca, a large group 
of  Spanish Civil Guards and US 
federal agents boarded the boat, 
according to Associated Press re-
porters who were at the scene and 
saw the authorities early Monday 
morning.

Mr Vekselberg’s US assets re-
main frozen and American com-
panies have been forbidden from 
doing business with him and his 
entities.

The seizure was confirmed by 
two people familiar with the mat-
ter. The people could not discuss 
the matter publicly and spoke to 
AP on condition of  anonymity. A 
Spanish Civil Guard spokesman 
confirmed that officers from the 
Spanish police body and from the 
FBI were at the marina searching 
the vessel Monday morning and 
said further details would be re-
leased later.

The move is the first time the 
US government has seized an oli-
garch’s yacht since Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland and Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen assembled 
a task force known as REPO — 

short for Russian Elites, Proxies 
and Oligarchs — as an effort to en-
force sanctions after Russia invad-
ed Ukraine in late February.

Earlier this month, the US Treas-
ury also identified a $90m private 
jet owned by the Russian business-
man and marked is as a “blocked 
property”.

The yacht, called Tango, has an 
estimated combined value with the 
private aircraft of  $180m, accord-
ing to SwissInfo.

The US Treasury Department is-
sued a statement earlier this month 
accusing the Russian businessman 
of  acting on behalf  of  the Rus-
sian president and of  supporting 

Spain U.S. Oligarch’s Yacht Sanctioned

How Kyiv adapted the city’s tech 
to save lives

W
hen Oleg Polovynko 
thinks of  the first days 
of  the Russian invasion 

of  his country, he looks down 
at his fitness watch. In normal 
times, the 38-year-old IT direc-
tor in Kyiv’s city council used his 
Garmin watch to track his work-
outs. “Right now, my heart rate is 
62,” he tells TIME, holding up his 
wrist. “In the first five days after 
Feb. 24, it was never below 90.”

For the past five weeks, 
Polovynko and his boss, Kyiv’s 
deputy mayor and chief  digi-
tal transformation officer Petro 
Olenych, have led an exhaustive 
effort to adapt and repurpose 
everyday technology for a city 
that has found itself  facing a 
20th-century-style war. Their cre-
ative maneuvers are a key reason 
that most residents of  the Ukrain-
ian capital can connect to the In-
ternet in underground bomb shel-
ters, find open pharmacies and 
grocery stores, and go to sleep 
knowing their phone will alert 
them of  incoming air raids before 

the physical sirens sound.
While President Volodymyr 

Zelensky and Ukrainian digital 
officials have been lauded for 
their success in galvanizing glob-
al support on social media and 
fending off  the Kremlin’s disin-
formation campaigns, local offi-
cials like Olenych and Polovynko 
have focused on the practical.

“Every day, we wake up and 
we’re thinking how we can keep 
people in the city alive and safe,” 
says Olenych. The popular Kyiv 
Digital smartphone app, which 
residents previously used to pay 
utility bills and parking tickets, 
now gives them a map of  the clos-
est bomb shelters and places to get 
critical supplies like insulin, food 
or gasoline. Notifications for the 
closure of  a local metro stop for 
repairs have given way to warn-
ings of  incoming air raids.

Even the app’s logo reflects this 
shift. What was once a friendly 
sky-blue “K” for Kyiv has been 
redesigned into a black-and-gray 
military camo pattern. Speaking 

Drivers queue for hours as Kenya 
reels from fuel shortage

A
t many locations in Nairobi, 
motorists able to find pet-
rol after many hours in line 

with cars, motorcycles and minibus-
es were limited to a rationed amount

Kenyan motorists endured anoth-
er day of  major fuel shortages on 
Monday, with hours-long queues 
and strict rationing at petrol stations 
as pumps across the country ran dry.

The government blamed hoarding 
and panic buying for the snaking 
lines at bowsers that worsened over 
the weekend, but oil dealers said 
they were owed outstanding subsidy 
payments from the state.

“If  you know any gas station in 
your area that has fuel, comment 
with name, location, available fuel,” 
the Motorist Association of  Kenya 
said on Twitter in a public appeal to 
ease congestion at pumps.

“Help spread this message, help a 
stuck motorist.”

At many locations in Nairobi and 
elsewhere, motorists able to find 
petrol after many hours in line with 
cars, motorcycles and minibuses 
were limited to a rationed amount.

The crunch began last week in 
Kenya’s west following a row be-
tween oil marketing companies and 
the government over subsidy pay-
ments, sources said. 

The government pays oil provid-
ers to subsidise costs at the pump for 

motorists, but these companies said 
they were waiting on four months 
of  outstanding payments.

The Energy and Petroleum Regu-
latory Authority (EPRA) said at the 
weekend that the government was 
working to settle all arrears owed to 
dealers.

But the government blamed 
hoarders for the shortfall and in-
sisted it had sufficient reserves to 
supply the East African nation of 
nearly 50 million.

State depots were in possession of 
more than 69 million litres of  petrol 
and 94 million litres of  diesel as of 
Saturday, the Kenya Pipeline Com-
pany said.

Kenya consumes nearly 400 mil-
lion litres of  petrol and diesel every 
month, according to government 
data. 

“Our global stock holding is ade-
quate to serve the region, with more 
ships queued in Mombasa for dis-
charge,” the state-run company said 
in a statement.

EPRA said the shortage was also 
exacerbated by “changing supply 
dynamics” on international mar-
kets worsened by the invasion of 
Ukraine.

Under an agreement with the gov-
ernment, retailers capped the price 
for petrol this month at 135 Kenyan 
shillings ($1.17, 1 euro) per litre.

the country’s technology sector 
through his holding company, Ren-
ova, it read.

“Vekselberg has maintained close 
ties with leading GoR officials, 
including Putin and former Rus-
sian President, Dmitry Medvedev 
(Medvedev). Medvedev personally 
appointed Vekselberg to serve as 
director and president of  the Skolk-
ovo Foundation (SF), a GoR initi-
ative aimed at creating a Russian 
version of  Silicon Valley in order to 
elevate Russia’s international sta-
tus as a leading innovation center 
for technological developments,” it 
reads.

“Furthermore, Vekselberg has 

taken part in Russian diplomatic 
and soft power activities on behalf 
of  the Kremlin.”

Mr Vekselberg has long had ties 
to the US including a green card he 
once held and homes in New York 
and Connecticut. The Ukraini-
an-born businessman originally 
built his fortune by investing in the 
aluminum and oil industries in the 
post-Soviet era, and his Renova 

Group - founded more than three 
decades ago - holds the largest 
stake in United Co. Rusal, Russia’s 
biggest aluminum producer.

In 2018, the 64-year-old was 
among oligarchs sanctioned by the 
US for reasons including Russia’s 
invasion of  Crimea in 2014, with 
assets totalling between $1.5 billion 
and $2 billion being frozen, accord-
ing to Reuters. 

to TIME on a video call from an 
undisclosed location in the city, 
Olenych and Polovynko wore 
patches of  the new logo taped to 
their olive green T-shirts.

It’s hard to grasp that just two 
months ago, the main problem 
their city council faced was com-
plaints about traffic jams down-
town. Municipal IT employees 
now carry guns, and only leave 
their offices to shower and catch 
a few hours of  sleep whenever 
they can. (Olenych says he’s been 
sleeping at Polovynko’s house 
since a bomb landed near his own 
home.) On the day they spoke 
to TIME, employees of  the city 
council’s digital office were por-
ing over mobile data to determine 
how to best ration food for those 
that remain.

“I felt like I was part of  a mod-
ern world, where all of  these 
[technologies] were part of  our 
everyday life, and now sudden-
ly we need to use them for such 
basic purposes, for life or death,” 
says Polovynko.
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apoli have raised 

Nthe price tag for 
A r s e n a l  a n d 

Manchester United target 
V i c t o r  O s i m h e n  a n d 
Gianluca Scamacca is their 
pr imar y  targe t  i f  the 
Niger ia  in ter nat ional 
departs.

Osimhen has been one 
of  the Partenopei's crucial 
players this season, with 15 
goals in 25 appearances 

gypt sports minister, EA s h r a f  S o b h i , 
advised Liverpool 

forward Mohamed Salah to 
f i n d  a  n ew  c l u b,  b u t 
revealed the 29-year-old is 
set on staying.

Mohamed Salah i s 
planning on signing a new 
contract to keep him at 
Liverpool according to the 
Egyptian sports minister 
Ashraf  Sobhi. The Reds 
and Salah have been locked 
in contract negotiations for 

u p e r  E a g l e s 

Sgoalkeeper, Francis 
Uzoho, has joined 

duo William Troost-Ekong 
and  Leon  Ba logun  to 
apologise to Nigerians 
following Nigeria's failure 
to qualify for the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar later 

this year. 
The Eagles were held 1-

1 by Ghana in the second leg 
of  the  p lay-of f  a t  the 
Moshood Abiola National 
Stadium in Abuja, but failed 
to qualify for the biggest 
football showpiece on the 
away goal rule, following a 

goalless draw in Kumasi in 
the first leg. 

Uzoho was impressive 
in the first leg, pulling some 
strings of  saves to help keep 
the Eagles in the game until 
the second leg and was also 
named the man-of-the-
match. 

However, his howler in 
the return leg in Abuja after 
he failed to save a Thomas 
Partey long-range shot gave 
the Black Stars the all-
important away goal to seal 
their qualification for the 
World Cup.

The ouster makes it the 
first time since 2006 that the 
t h r e e - t i m e  A f r i c a n 
champions failed to take 
part in the global showpiece. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
disappointment, Eagles' 

stand-in captain on the day 
Troost-Ekong took to his 
Instagram to apologise to 
his fellow countrymen with 
h i s  p a r t n e r  B a l o g u n 
following suit.

Now the 23-year-old 
keeper has also taken to his 
Instagram page to apologise 
to football fans. 

“This past couple of  
days have been the worst in 
my lifetime,” Uzoho wrote. 

“I wanted to take my 
nation to Qatar but rather 
did the opposite. I know 
what football means to you 
all and to myself, I can't 
p r o m i s e  n o t  t o  m a k e 
mistakes again, but I can 
promise not to give up until I 
bring back that smile on 
your faces. Thank you for 
the support and God bless.” 

a number of  months now.
Sobhi revealed he met 

with Liverpool's number 11 
at the airport in Senegal 
after Egypt failed to qualify 
for the World Cup and 
advised Salah to leave 
Anfield and continue his 
playing days elsewhere.

Salah's agent is still in 
talks with the Liverpool 
hierarchy, but Jurgen Klopp 
claimed on his pre-match 
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  o n 
Monday that he is 'happy' 

with the talks that are 
taking place at the moment.

The good news for 
Liverpool fans is that Salah, 
according to Sobhi, intends 
to stay at Anfield.

“I met with Mohamed 
Salah at the airport after the 
end of  the Senegal match 
and the failure to reach the 
World Cup finals and said 
to him to forget what 
happened and focus on 
what's next,” Sobhi told 
Egyptian radio on Monday.

“I have advised him to 
continue his journey at a 
club other than Liverpool, 

but his direction now is to 
renew his contract with 
Liverpool.

“There are campaigns 
against Salah directed by 
some to bring him down, 
but I asked him not to pay 
attention to them.”

Jurgen Klopp said of  
the situation: “I am happy 
with it because there's 
nothing new to say, that's 
good.  Jus t  good.  The 
decisive parties are talking 
to each other and that's all I 
need. That's it.”

clubs in their  s t r iker, 
especially from the Premier 
League. Il Corriere dello 
Sport newspaper confirms 
Newcastle United offered 
circa €100m to secure his 
services in January, but 
Napoli didn't want to sell.

Previous reports in 
Italy claimed €100m would 
have been enough at the 
end of  the season to sign 
the 23-year-old, but the 
Rome-based paper now 
reports that Napoli have 
raised the price tag for their 
star striker.

A r s e n a l  a n d 
Manchester United are 
s t rongly interested in 
Osimhen, but Napoli won't 
sell for less than €120m. If  
'Osi' departs in the summer, 
the Par tenopei  would 
pounce on Sassuolo ' s 
G i a n l u c a  S c a m a c c a , 
described as Spalletti's 
No.1 target to replace 
Osimhen. Scamacca has 
also been linked with Inter 
and Milan.

across all competitions. He 
missed almost two months 
o f  a c t i o n  b e t w e e n 
November and January 
due to a cheekbone injury, 
but  Luciano Spal le t t i 
somehow managed to 
replace him. On Sunday, 
Osimhen was suspended 
and Napoli secured a 3-1 
win away at Atalanta.

Napoli are aware of  the 
interest of  many European 

ormer interim head Fcoach of  the Super 
Eagles, Augustine 

Eguavoen has said that he 
wants  to  manage  the 
n a t i o n a l  t e a m  a g a i n 
despite his failure to qualify 
Nigeria for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar.

Recall that Eguavoen 
resigned after failing to 
qualify Nigeria for the 2022 
World Cup.

N i g e r i a  f a i l e d  t o 
qualify for this year's World 
Cup after losing to the 
Black Stars of  Ghana by an 
away goal last month.

Nigeria and Ghana 
teams played 1-1 in the 
second leg playoff  at the 
MKO Abiola Stadium in 
Abuja.

Both West African 
giants had played a 0-0 
draw in the first leg in 
Kumasi.

S p e a k i n g  o n 
SuperSports, Eguavoen 
said he would take the 
opportunity to coach the 

Super Eagles again if  he is 
called upon in the near 
future.

“If  there is still an 
opportunity for me, I will 
want to coach the Eagles 
again, but not at this 
moment, maybe later,” 
Eguavoen said.

“If  I am called upon to 
lead the team again, I will 

definitely take up the job. I 
am still one of  the good 
coaches in the country. I 
can still prove a point, it is 
just a matter of  time.

“No regrets taking up 
the job. When you are 
called to serve the nation, I 
could not refuse them,” he 
added.

Napoli hike Osimhen's price tag
amid Arsenal, Man Utd links

I want to coach Nigeria again
– Eguavoen

Egypt minister makes Mohamed Salah contract revelation after
Liverpool meeting

WCQ howler: It's worst time of my life says
Uzoho

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

EguavoenEguavoenEguavoen

SalahSalahSalah

UzohoUzohoUzoho
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f  ever there was a Imonth to forget for 
Nigeria's footballers 

then March was it, as it 
ended on a very sour note 
with the Super Eagles 
failing to qualify for the 
2022 World Cup, after 
going down on away goals 
to arch rivals Ghana. 

There were, however, a 
s l e w  o f  i m p r e s s i v e 
individual performances at 
club level for many Super 
Eagles stars, led by the 
i r r e p r e s s i b l e  V i c t o r 
Osimhen. 

V i c t o r  O s i m h e n 
(Napoli)

The forward scored 
back to back doubles for 
four goals in three games 
for Napoli in March. Both 
goals led to crucial wins for 
his side as they continued 
their neck and neck race 
with AC Milan to the Serie 
A title. 

The second of  those 
braces was in a comeback 
win over Udinese, in a 
game that Napoli needed to 
win to keep pace with 
Milan, and the Nigerian 
delivered the goods.

But more importantly, 
it was the games where he 
did not score that Osimhen 
was  most  impress ive, 
namely those i l l - fated 
games against Ghana in 
World Cup qualifiers. 

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
brought energy, running 
and fight to the game and 
was unfortunate not to 
s c o r e  i n  b o t h  l e g s , 
especially the second leg 
where he thought he had 
scored a crucial winner, 
only to be called marginally 
offside by VAR. 

L e o n  B a l o g u n 
(Glasgow Rangers)

L i k e  O s i m h e n , 
B a l o g u n ' s  b e s t 
pe r for mances  fo r  the 
month came in the two 
games against Ghana, 
w h e r e  t h e  R a n g e r s 
defender showed that he 
had not just the mentality 
but the skill to play in 
games of  that intensity. 

Balogun, along with 
Osimhen, were the two 
s t a n d o u t  p l aye r s  f o r 
Nigeria in an ultimately 
unsuccessful attempt to 
make it to the World Cup. 
Over both legs, Balogun 
was continuously decisive 
in making tackles and 
clearances that kept danger 
at bay. 

Of  particular note was 
a lung-bursting run to make 
a goal-saving clearance in 
the first leg with denied 
Felix Gyan an almost 
certain goal. If  any player 
deserved to go to the World 

(Trabzonspor)
Winger, Nwakaeme 

appears to be the forgotten 
man of  Nigerian football, 
but not in Turkey where he 
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
c e l e b r a t e d  p l a y e r s , 
especially for Trabzonspor. 

Nwakaeme has scored 
a n d  a s s i s t e d  i n  f i v e 
consecutive games, for a 
total of  five goals and three 
assists. Two of  those goals 
and one of  those assists 
came in March. 

B u t  b e y o n d  t h e 
numbers, the 33-year-old's 
influence for Trabzon is 
almost unquantifiable as 
they continue their almost 
uncontested romp to the 
league title, leading nearest 
challengers Konyaspor by a 
massive 13 points with 
seven rounds of  matches 
left to play. 

Sadiq Umar (Almeria)
Umar entered March as 

the La Liga 2 Player of  the 
month after a red hot 

Cup on the basis of  those 
displays, it would have 
been Balogun. 

With Rangers, he was 
not only a rock at the back, 
but scored in their 3-0 
UEFA Europe League first 
leg victory over Red Star. 

O d i o n  I g h a l o  ( A l 
Hilal)

Five goals and one 
assist, including a hat-trick 
against Ahli in the final 
game of  the month, proved 
enough to move Ighalo 
onto the podium. 

T h o s e  g o a l s , 
unfortunately, were not 
translated to the national 
team as the forward found 
himself  handed a substitute 
role with a few minutes to 
go in the second leg of  the 
fixture.

That said, those few 
minutes showed what the 
32-year-old is capable of, as 
his introduction helped set 
up the few dangerous 
opportunities the Super 
Eagles created in those 
final moments. 

C y r i e l  D e s s e r s 
(Feyenoord)

What else does Dessers 
have to do to get recognized 
by Nigeria selectors? The 
forward continues to do his 
talking where it matters 
most – on the pitch – and 
March was a particularly 
loud one for the forward. 

Dessers scored in four 
consecutive games, and 
added two assists for good 
measure. Two of  those 
goals came in the UEFA 
Europa League last 16 tie 
against Partizan Belgrade, 
as Feyenoord progressed 8-
3 on aggregate. 

Y i r a  S o r  ( S l a v i a 
Prague)

The highlight of  Sor's 
month was three goals and 
one assist in a 7-5 aggregate 
win over LASK, as Slavia 
Prague advanced to the last 
eight of  the UEFA Europa 
League. 

The Nigerian was on 
target twice in a 4-1 first leg 
win and again in the second 
leg as they went down 4-3. 
He added a goal and assist 
in the second leg where 
they  went  down to  a 
narrow defeat. 

After scoring his first 
t w o  g o a l s  o f  t h e 
c o m p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t 
Turkish giants Fenerbahce, 
Sor returned to show that it 
was no fluke. Within the 
opening three minutes, he 
struck what may go down 
as one off  the goals of  the 
tournament, picking up a 
pass, turning between two 
defenders, then racing 
t o w a r d s  g o a l  b e f o r e 
unleashing a rocket of  an 

February, where he hit five 
goals and two assists in four 
games. 

He did not exactly hit 
the same heights again this 
month, which explains his 
drop on this list, but his two 
goals and one assist were 
good enough to get him on 
here, even if  lower down 
the list. 

W i l f r e d  N d i d i 
(Leicester)

Pe r h a p s  t h e  m o s t 
important indication of  an 
injured Ndidi's importance 
is how Nigeria unravelled 
against Ghana without 
him. 

Ndidi's absence led to a 
domino effect in midfield 
that saw the Super Eagles 
fail to establish any sort of  
dominance over two legs 
against  Ghana.  That , 
combined with the absence 
of  Alex Iwobi, ultimately 
proved decisive. 

Prior to his injury, 
Ndidi helped Leicester 

effort. 
M a d u k a  O k o y e 

(Sparta Rotterdam)
After the flak he took 

f r o m  N i g e r i a  f a n s 
following his error at the 
Africa Cup of  Nations in 
Cameroon, which saw the 
Supe r  Eag l e s  l o se  to 
Tunisia, March proved to 
be redemption of  sorts for 
Okoye. 

T h e  2 2 - y e a r - o l d 
enjoyed a barnstorming 
month for Sparta, keeping 
t h r e e  c l e a n  s h e e t s , 
including one penalty save, 
to finish the month without 
conceding a goal. 

And it was not for lack 
of  shots coming in his 
direction. He made five 
s a v e s  a g a i n s t  N E C 
Nijmegen and two against 
Go Ahead Eagles. 

Illness, unfortunately, 
did not allow him to take 
part in Nigeria's World Cup 
qualifying fixtures. 

T o n y  N w a k a e m e 

secure two wins and two 
clean sheets against Leeds 
and Burnley, before falling 
to  Arsenal  where  the 
midf ie lder  su f fe red  a 
season-ending injury. 

C a l v i n  B a s s e y 
(Rangers)

Left-back or centre 
back, it doesn't matter. 
Bassey showed up for 
Rangers on the regular and 
helped them to three league 
wins, one Scottish Cup 
w i n ,  a n d  o n e  U E FA 
Europa League win in 
March, including four 
clean sheets. 

He was also given the 
nod by former Nigeria 
c o a c h ,  A u g u s t i n e 
Eguavoen to star t  for 
Nigeria in the second leg of  
the World Cup qualifier 
against Ghana and did 
great work until he tired out 
in the second half. 

Courtesy: ESPN
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Osimhen, Balogun standout in miserable March
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The fresh news people

s the government 

Acontinues to make 
p o l i c i e s  a n d 

p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e 
development of  the states, 
there is need for the civil 
society organizations to 
b e g i n  t o  a m p l i f y  a n d 
simplify the policies and 
programs of  government 
especially those that are 
ambiguous for the lay man 
to understand.

Recen t ly,  the  2021 
Corruption Perceptions 
Index (CPI) released by 
Transparency International 
( T I ) ,  s h o w e d  t h a t 
corruption is on the increase 
in Nigeria. The country 
scored 24 out of  100 points 
in the CPI 2021, which is 
one point less, compared to 
the score of  2020.

I n  t h e  C o r r u p t i o n 
Perceptions Index 2021, 
Nigeria ranks 154 out of  180 
countries and territories, 
falling back five places from 
the rank of  149 in 2020.

Also on its website, 
Transparency International 
explained that Nigeria hit a 
historic low on the 2021 
CPI. The CPI is TI's tool for 
measuring the levels of  
corruption in the systems of  
various countries around 
the world.

The maximum points a 
country can score is 100 
points, and the least is zero. 
Zero signifies the worst 
performing countries and 
100, the best-ranked.

Giv ing  reasons  fo r 
Nigeria's worse corruption 
ranking,  Transparency 
International revealed that 
seven factors contributed to 
i t ,  which inc lude,  the 
damning audit  repor t ; 
security sector corruption; 
failure to investigate high 
profile corruption cases; 
illicit financial flows (IFFs); 

absence of  asset recovery, 
protect ion of  whis t le -
blowers, and other key anti-
c o r r u p t i o n  l e g a l 
f r a m e w o r k s ;  j u d i c i a l 
challenges; corruption in 
the COVID-19 response 
and Twitter ban, shrinking 
civic space and intimidation 
of  human rights defenders.

Today, I am going to talk 
about one component of  the 
factors,  civil  societies ' 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
development.  Cit izens 
everywhere are finding it 
more and more difficult to 
understand the policies of  
government. All over the 
globe, it is left for the civil 
society organizations to 
s i m p l i f y  s o m e  o f  t h e 
policies.

While many activists are 
attacked because they fight 
to defend the rights of  
minorities or oppose brutal 
d i c t a t o r s h i p s / b a d 
leadersh ip,  a  g rowing 
nu m b e r s  a r e  t a r ge t e d 
because they seek to expose 
corrupt politicians and 
o f f i c i a l s  w h o  a b u s e 
positions of  power for 
personal gain.

Much like corruption, 
civic space violations are 
now perpetrated in all parts 
of  the world – rich and poor, 
d e m o c r a t i c  a n d 
authoritarian countries, 
e spec ia l ly  in  Niger ia . 
Understanding the policies 
of  government will make 
better and remedy the 
wrong perception of  what 
government does.

There are two types of  
poverty, metric and non-
metric poverty. Non-metric 
poverty is one in which the 
citizens cannot speak, their 
voices have been taken away 
f rom them by  way o f  
harassment, intimidation 
among others. The citizens 

must understand when they 
need to  cash  in to  the 
policies of  government to 
make informed decisions 
that will better their lives.

When the civil society 
organisations, do not by 
vir tue of  suppression, 
violation and attacks or 
threat of  attacks, could not 
express themselves, protest 
against bad leadership, it 
leads to corruption because 
the elected representatives 
will continue to hold sway 
abusing public offices.

T h e  e l e c t e d 
representatives may enjoy 
the lure of  the moment 
while the civic space is 
shrinked. But as time goes 
on, such like Transparency 
International has done, 
what savored them in the 
c o m f o r t  o f  t h e 
o f f i c e s / h o m e s ,  w i l l 
certainly saddened them. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e 
generality of  the public 
bears that negative tag of  a 
corrupt country and the 
world looks at each person 
from that prism.

T h e  c i v i l  s o c i e t y 
organisations must not stop 
to place their positions on 
some policies that are anti-
people. That role saves the 
states and the country from 
the  embar rassment  of  
continually go up the ladder 
of  corruption.

Apart from the fact that 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agencies/donors do not 
stake a fortune in a state 
whose civic space is not 
o p e n  f o r  c i t i z e n s ' 
participation. When that's 
not done, the multiplier 
effects of  the benefits of  
their investment/grants are 
denied the citizens.

Today, investment keeps 
g o i n g  t o  E n u g u  a n d 
Anambra states in droves 

because the civic space is 
not shrinked. International 
agencies/donors flood into 
these states with huge 
investments. No wonder the 
states are doing well in 
te rms  of  c iv i l  soc ie ty 
practice than other states. 
There is amplification of  
p o l i c i e s  f o r  c i t i z e n s ' 
knowledge.

In Imo State, there's 
hardly any civil society 
organisation that has taken 
it upon herself  to mobilize 
o t h e r  c i v i l  s o c i e t y 
organisations to begin to 
engage the government on 
some of  the policies towards 
making sure that citizens 
are brought into active 
participation. The aloofness 
of  some of  the civil society 
organisations in Imo State 
for instances is not healthy 

eve
n  t o 
the State g o ve r n
ment.

The state governments 
need to bring in the civil 
society organisations to help 
them in governance. How 
many of  the civil society 
organisations have been co-
opted to interpret the policies 
of  government, bearing in 
mind that all the technical 
experts one needs, one can find 
in the bowel of  civil society 
organisations.

We can star t  f ighting 
corruption by at least opening 
up the civic space for greater 
citizens' participation only 
w h e n  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  
government at all levels are 
better understood towards 
making meaningful decisions 
that will change the cause of  

The civil societies' commitment to development
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